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Shawano Community High School teacher Jill Sousek leads her symphony orchestra Oct. 21 during an open house for the school’s renovated
auditorium. The orchestra is the first group to perform on the stage, and the improvements include a new pit the orchestra can use when it

performs for the school’s musicals.
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Lights go up on renovated auditorium

Improved
performing arts
facility expected to
serve community
for decades

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

The stage was set as the latest ribbon
cutting in the Shawano School District
was a bit more theatrical.

District officials gathered Oct. 21 to
show off one of the last completed piec-
es of the $51.2 million referendum from
2024, the auditorium at Shawano Com-
munity High School.

“Today’s a celebration of vision, hard
work, partnership and community,” said
Kurt Krizan, superintendent. “We are
proud to showcase the improvements to
Shawano Community High School, and
more importantly, celebrate the opportu-
nities that these spaces will provide stu-
dents for years to come.”

Vox Aeterna, one of the high school’s
choirs, started things off with singing
“The Star-Spangled Banner.” Once the
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Area runners prepare for WIAA
state cross country meet.
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Shawano School District Superintendent Kurt Krizan, left, gets some help from Shawano
Community High School sophomore Carmella Lawhorn, second from left, to cut the ribbon
Oct. 21 for the school’s renovated auditorium as music teachers Christopher Kent, second
from right, and Matthew Pfantz look on. The auditorium is the final piece of improvements

done throughout the district for the last 18 months.

ribbon was cut, visitors got to enjoy a
number of musical pieces performed by
the SCHS symphony orchestra.
Improvements to the auditorium in-
clude new auditorium seats, theatrical
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and house lighting, audio and visual
system, control booth, scene shop and
storage, and a permanent orchestra pit.

AUDITORIUM, continued on page 2

Hintz
facing 3
sexual
assault
charges

Bonduel associate
principal accused
of relationship
with student

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

The communities that make up the
Bonduel School District were rocked
by the news that Kaitlyn Hintz, associ-
ate principal for Bonduel Middle-High
School, was arrested on charges related
to the sexual assault of a minor.

Hintz, 32, is being
charged with one count
of repeated sexual assault
of a child and one count
of second-degree sexual
assault of a child under
age 16; each charge car-
ries maximum penalties
of 40 years in prison and
$100,000 in fines. Hintz
was also charged with child enticement,
which carries a maximum of 25 years in
prison and $100,000 in fines.

Shawano-Menominee County Circuit
Court Judge Katherine Sloma levied a
$500,000 cash bond against Hintz on Oct.
21 and scheduled a preliminary hearing
for Oct. 27.

The Shawano County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment received a tip Oct. 16 from Speak
Up Speak Out that Hintz allegedly had
an inappropriate relationship with a fe-
male student, starting almost two years
ago. According to the criminal complaint,
Hintz allegedly communicated with the
victim first through Google Teams and
then eventually asked for her phone
number.

The anonymous tipster reported that
Hintz and the victim allegedly hooked up
in the school’s locker room as well as oth-
er places on school property. There were
also instances where Hintz allegedly

KAITLYN HINTZ

HINTZ, continued on page 2
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Crowley holds rally in Shawano

Urges
supporters
to help turn
out the vote

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-Chief

Democratic candidate
for governor David Crow-
ley and running mate
Secretary of State Sarah
Godlewski brought their
statewide bus tour to Sha-
wano on Oct. 25 to urge
supporters to help turn
out the vote in the Nowv. 3
election.

Godlewski noted the
close elections held lately
in Wisconsin.

“Scott Walker lost to
Tony Evers by barely 1
percentage point,” she
said. “When you put that
across the entire state, it’s
barely two to three votes
per ward.”

Both

stressed  the

HINTZ, continued from page 1

hooked up in the school’s
locker room as well as
other places on school
property. There were also
instances where Hintz al-
legedly invited the victim
to her home in Green Bay
for sexual encounters, ac-
cording to the criminal
complaint.

In an interview with the
victim, she initially denied
having a physical relation-
ship with Hintz, but then
she described sexual en-
counters that took place
in Bonduel, Pulaski and
the towns of Green Val-
ley and Angelica. The vic-
tim claimed things started
getting physical around
the beginning of the 2024-
25 school year, and she
claimed the acts were con-
sensual and that she did
not feel coerced.

The victim claimed she
and Hintz mutually agreed
to end the relationship in
June 2025.

According  to the

AUDITORIUM, continued from page 1

Previously, whenever
SCHS hosted musicals,
front-area seating would
have to be removed to
set up a place for those
providing the background
music.

The transformation of
the auditorium also in-
cluded new rigging and
acoustic shells and treat-
ments. The auditorium
has 708 seats, down from
the 725 it previously had,
to provide more space
for people in wheelchairs
and make the facility

Democratic candidate for governor David Crowley visited Shawano on Oct. 25. His bus tour of Wisconsin stopped at the
Shawano Civic Center where he urged supporters to get out the vote in the Nov. 3 election.

importance of voting, de-
claring the Democrats
have a chance to win what
they called the “trifecta” of
the control of the Assem-
bly and Senate, as well as
the governorship.

“Imagine what we can
do if we all work together,”
Crowley said.

Crowley, the Milwaukee
County executive, said his

travels around the state
have brought many things
to light.

“People are ready to
keep Wisconsin moving
forward,” he said. “People
are ready to get to work.”

Not everything is posi-
tive, he added.

“People are doing ev-
erything that they can
and working harder than

they ever have before, and
they’re still falling behind,”
he said.

Godlewski said failed
policies in Washington
have made life miserable
for Wisconsin residents.
She said Republican gu-
bernatorial candidate Tom
Tiffany is partly to blame.

“We are seeing how
wrong the Republicans
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are leading us when it
comes to the direction that
they’re going to,” she said.
“We’re paying more for
groceries, more for gas,
more for housing.”

She and Crowley intend
to make sure residents not
only survive in Wiscon-
sin, but the they have the
opportunity to thrive in
Wisconsin.

Godlewski said Tiffany
voted with President Don-
ald Trump and wealthy
class 100% of the time.

“They got their tax
breaks; we got higher
bills,” Crowley said. “They
got their tariffs; we got
higher prices. They got
their endless war; we got
record high gas prices.”

Big donors are buying
influence with Tiffany, he
said.

“I was always told that
if you don’t have a seat a
the table, youre on the
menu,” Crowley said.“This
is why we have to stand
up. We need a leader.”

The two candidates
promised to lower gas
prices, invest in public
schools to end the count-
less referendums, im-
prove health care and pro-
tect women’s reproductive
rights, and bring back the
Knowles-Nelson Steward-
ship Fund to protect the
environment.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

criminal complaint, Hintz
claimed the victim was
having difficulty at home
because of coming to
terms with her sexuality
and that, on one occasion,
the victim’s family locked
her out of her home.

Hintz noted in her first
year, there were unfound-
ed rumors about her and
two other students, and
she acknowledged she was
concerned that her sexual-
ity might cause rumors.

Hintz denied having a
sexual relationship with
the victim in her interview
with detectives, although
she acknowledged that
she did hug the victim on
more than one occasion —
something that’s against
school rules. Hintz told
detectives she did give out
her cell phone number but
indicated to the victim it
should only be used in an

emergency.
Hintz claimed all off-
campus meetings and

contacts were for conver-
sation, mental health sup-
port and safety checks,
according to the criminal
complaint. She also de-
nied allegations on the tip
line that she bought the
victim a Nike baseball cap
and claimed the victim was
stalking her.

However, forensic ex-
amination of Hintz’s phone
disputed Hintz’s claims
that she was never in a re-
lationship with the victim,
including one text message
earlier this year that read:
“Your girlfriend thinks
you're the best, and good
night. I love you.”

The anonymous tipster
said she came forward
out of concern not only for
the victim but for the fact
she has three other family
members who will likely
go to the school, noting,
“If I found out she did this
to them and it’s because
I didn’t report it, I would
never be able to forgive

myself.”

Besides the Shawano
County charges, detectives
were also recommending
charges be filed in Brown
County for what happened
in Green Bay. Besides du-
plicating the three charges
for Shawano County, it was
recommended Hintz also
be charged with sexual
misconduct by a school
staff person.

Bonduel School District
Superintendent Joe Dawid-
ziak sent a letter to families
Oct. 19 that informed them
of Hintz’s arrest; he noted
that Hintz was immediate-
ly placed on administrative
leave after the sheriff’s de-
partment informed him of
the investigation.

“The district remains in
contact with law enforce-
ment and will continue to
cooperate fully with the
investigation,” Dawidziak
wrote. “Due to the ongoing
nature of the investigation,
we cannot share further

details at this time. We also
want to emphasize the im-
portance of reporting any
concerns about student
safety or inappropriate
conduct. We encourage
students, families and staff
to contact a school admin-
istrator or use the Speak
Up, Speak Out reporting

system.”
Dawidziak said that law
enforcement confirmed

none of the alleged activity
took place on school prop-
erty and that none of the
alleged communications
took place on the district’s
digital platforms.

“We recognize that this
news is deeply concerning
for our students, families,
staff and community,” he
wrote. “Please know that
we take these allegations
extremely seriously. The
safety and well-being of
our students remains our
highest priority.”

Some in Bonduel are
urging people not to judge

the actions of one individu-
al as something indicative
of the district’s culture. A
Facebook post by Gehm’s
Club 117 urged holding out
on judging Bonduel in the
court of public opinion.
“Sometimes things hap-
pen in a small community
that leaves us more ques-
tions then answers, heavy
hearts and concern for our
children,” the post read.
“During this time, please
remember what makes our
community special. One
person’s actions do not
define an entire school, its
students or our communi-
ty. Now is the time to come
together, show kindness,
look out for each other and
remember our children’s
well-being is priority. Bon-
duel is more than a school,
a business or a village. It is
neighbors. friends, fami-
lies and a community who
looks out for each other.”

Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com

more compliant under the
Americans with Disabili-
ties Act.

“An auditorium holds a
special place in a school,”
Krizan said. “It’s where
students step on the stage
for the first time, where
musicians share their tal-
ents, where performers
discover confidence, and
where our school commu-
nity gathers to celebrate
achievements and create
lasting memories.”

Whether it’s  seek-
ing a passion for the arts

or learning to overcome
fears, Krizan expected the
auditorium to serve stu-
dents well for many years
to come. The space will
also foster teamwork and
give students a sense of
accomplishment, he said.
“Those experiences
are an important part of
education to help students
build confidence, develop
creativity, strengthen re-
lationships and discover
what they are capable of
achieving,” Krizan said.
“These aren’t just improve
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spaces; they’re new oppor-
tunities for our students.”

Krizan expressed ap-
preciation to students and
staff for their patience as
the project faced some de-
lays, requiring the celebra-
tion to be pushed back
from Oct. 5.

“Years from now, we
may not remember every
detail of the renovation,
but we’ll remember the
performances, standing
ovations, the nervous first
steps on stage and the
moments when students

Office
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discovered something
new about themselves,”
Krizan said. “That’s what
makes an investment
worthwhile.”

Shawano School Board
President Christine McK-
innies said the project was
made possible because of
the hard work of the per-
forming arts staff, both
past and present. She also
acknowledged the Sha-
wano Jazz Foundation and
the Shawano Schools Per-
forming Arts Boosters for
their work in improving
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musical and theatrical op-
portunities in the district.

“All of the events that
take place in our newly
renovated auditorium
would not be possible
without the combined ef-
forts of these nonprofits,
our performing arts de-
partment, our directors
and our students, who
invest their time and their
talents to bring this com-
munity incredible perfor-
mances,” McKinnies said.
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WITTENBERG

First veterans breakfast takes place

Event a new CVSO
promotional tool

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-Chief

Zak Zuehlsdorf couldn’t have
asked for a better turnout for the
first ever Veterans Connect break-
fast event Oct. 22 at Farm Inn’ on
Main in downtown Shawano.

Zuehlsdorf, Shawano County’s
veterans service officer, coordinated
the breakfast to bring veterans to-
gether and then send them out to
encourage other vets to visit the of-
fice and get the benefits due to them.

“The real takeaway for this event
is: ‘When you leave this event, I need
you to go out and spread the gospel
around of our veterans service office
and what we’re doing for Shawano
County,” he said. “Go tell them the
good work that we’re doing, and tell
them to come see us.”

The back room of Farm Inn’ on
Main was filled with an expected 50
veterans, office staff and a few coun-
ty leaders.

The sponsor for the breakfast
was Twig’s Beverage, and owners
were presented with a certificate of
appreciation.

Floyd Hartwig, Korean War vet-
eran and Purple Heart recipient,
started the business in 1951.

“He was recovering in his bed in
Japan, and he had this idea of actu-
ally starting the bottling company of

Twig’s Beverage is presented with a certificate of appreciation for sponsoring
the first Veterans Connect breakfast event Oct. 22, coordinated by the Shawano
County Veterans Service Office. From left, are Ben Hartwig; Zak Zuehlsdorf, Sha-
wano County’s veterans service officer; Dan Hartwig; and Jake Hartwig.

Twig’s,” Zuehlsdorf said.

Hartwig’s uniform and a brief
biography of him are on display at
the Twig’s Museum and Gift Shop in
Shawano.

“We appreciate everything ev-
erybody ever did for us,” said Dan
Hartwig, Floyd’s son. “That’s just a
little way of showing our apprecia-
tion for what you guys did.”

Kelly and Keith Baumann, own-
ers of Farm Inn’ on Main, were also
presented with a certificate of appre-
ciation for hosting the breakfast and
providing the staff to serve the meal.

Zuehlsdorf said the breakfast
event is based on what is done each

KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

month in Oconto County. There is it
coordinated by Ron Christensen and
Tanya Gonzalez. Zuehlsdorf attend-
ed a breakfast there to get an idea of
how it worked.

“I left there knowing that there’s
a story in each and every one of you
and all the veterans in Shawano
County,” he said.

There are an estimated 2,800 vet-
erans in Shawano County.

Rich Grosskreutz, who also
works in the veterans service office,
said the next event will be held in
January 2027, with details yet to be
announced. The plan is to hold the
event each quarter.

BIRNAMWOOD

ENTERPRISE & NEWS

Deputy won't
be charged in
fatal shooting

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-Chief

A Shawano County
deputy involved in the
death of a 38-year-old
man in the Town of
Green Valley in March
has been cleared of any
wrongdoing.

The Shawano-Menom-
inee County District At-
torney’s Office has deter-
mined Deputy Cole Vande
Hei will not face charges
as a result of the death of
Jonathan Lupe Sr.

An investigation into
the shooting was con-
ducted by the Wisconsin

Department of Justice
Division of Criminal In-
vestigation. Their in-

vestigative reports were
then turned over to the
Shawano-Menominee
County District Attor-
ney’s Office.

About 1:41 a.m. March

10, Shawano County

sheriff’s  deputies e-
sponded to a dlsturbance
at a residence located in
the 2300 block of state
Highway 22. Upon entry,
deputies located Lupe
locked inside a bathroom.

Lupe refused to exit
the bathroom and said
he had a gun. Authorities
reported that deputies at-
tempted to use less-lethal
force, but those efforts
were unsuccessful.

Lupe advanced toward
law enforcement officers
with what they believed
to be a firearm. During
the DCI scene examina-
tion afterward, a .177-cal-
iber Crosman Pellet Gun,
model 357, was collected.

Vande Hei, with 4 1/2
years of law enforcement
service, discharged his
firearm, striking Lupe,
who was transported to a
hospital but later died.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com
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Checks, balances woven into city elections

Safeguards in place
to prevent claims
of voter fraud

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

With the midterm elections
right around the corner, Shawano
City Clerk Lesley Nemetz is ready
to make sure everything is on the
up and up, despite growing calls
across the country claiming elec-
tions are not free
and fair.

Nemetz spoke
with NEW Media
on Oct. 21 about
what the city of
Shawano does
to make sure
there are not in-
cidents like what
happened in
Green Bay, where duplicate bal-
lots were sent out to voters. She
also talked about the checks and
balances in place to make sure
ballots are all counted and that
tallies are correct.

“There’s a lot of different
steps,” Nemetz said. “Obviously,
there’s the voter portion where
people are coming in to register,
we'’re verifying their IDs, we'’re
verifying their proof of residen-
cy, all of those things. The vot-
ers have to attest that all of those
things that they’re providing are
accurate and legal.”

There is a statewide voter
system in place that municipal
clerks input the information

LESLEY
NEMETZ

U.S. Rep. Tom Tiffany, Republican candidate for governor, talks with sup-
porters at a recent gathering at Golden Sands in Cecil. Tiffany has visited
the area a few teams, even before he was chosen as the GOP nominee in

August.

when people register to vote.
Having it in one location keeps
everything secure and safe,
Nemetz said.

Shawano decided in 2024 to
utilize all paper ballots for elec-
tions instead of setting up elec-
tronic voting machines for vot-
ers to utilize. Nemetz said other
municipalities give their voters
the option of using either setup.

“The city used to have both
types, but we went away from
the electronic voting equipment
a couple of years ago,” she said.
“The state certifies only certain
voting machines that tend to be
utilized. The electronic voting
machines that were available,
we didn’t like how the output
was at the end of the day.”

Nemetz added that while it
had all of the things needed for
elections, the machines made it

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

difficult for her, staff and election
workers to maintain adequate
recordkeeping, because Shawa-
no has six polling districts in one
location. It added time to tally-
ing results, she said.

The city also utilizes a color-
coding system used for each
district, according to Nemetz,
that makes it easier for voters to
make sure they’re utilizing the
correct ballot.

“That way, you get to the right
table, you get the right ballot,”
she said.

Paper ballots are inserted
into a tallying machine, where
the votes are tallied and making
sure ballots have been marked
correctly and there are no over-
votes or undervotes.

“It’s just making sure every-
thing is legit on their ballot, as
well,” Nemetz said.

Once the polls close at 8 p.m.,
poll workers run reports from
the machines that give the to-
tals for each candidate. All of
the ballots are pulled from the
machine to verify the number of
ballots that is being given on the
machine.

“While one team is work-
ing on the machines, the other
teams who have been there all
day are reconciling their num-
bers,” Nemetz said. “Then we
come together and take all of
that and make sure what they’re
saying is what we’re saying, and
everybody matches. There’s
checks and balances throughout
the entire day.”

The voting tallies are sent
to the Shawano County clerk,
where a canvass is done sev-
eral days following the election,
Nemetz said. That review pro-
vides additional checks and bal-
ances to prevent inaccuracies or
fraud.

Once the county is done
reviewing the data, it is sent
to the Wisconsin Elections
Commission.

“I know clerks get called
into question about how they
are operating,” Nemetz said.
“I can only speak on what I do
and what the city of Shawano
does. There would have to be a
whole lot of people willing to be
dishonest.”

On average, there are 30
people working with Nemetz on
Election Day, so it would take
all of them willing to ignore any
potential fraud for it to flour-
ish, and even then, there are

observers from both the Repub-
licans and Democrats that watch
how things are doing during the
13-hour election cycle. She said
many of the poll workers for the
city have worked with her in
the 16 years she’s been with the
clerk’s office.

“Sometimes, when things
happen, and it gets in the news
and you hear maybe a clerk
sent out extra ballots, there are
things that happen,” Nemetz
said. “We put into place things
that make sure we’re not send-
ing out things that shouldn’t be
so that we have a lot of internal
checks.”

Only one person in Nemetz’s
office can send out early bal-
lots, and if someone requests
another ballot, the employee
voids the first ballot to eliminate
any doubt of integrity. Voters
can request to cancel early bal-
lots up to the third one received,
Nemetz said.

Other safeguards in place are
requirements to test any vot-
ing machinery prior to Election
Day, as well as continuing edu-
cation requirements from the
state to make sure municipali-
ties are current on election laws.
Nemetz said it’s very rare when
there are major shifts in elec-
tion procedures, but she and her
staff make sure they are current
on what needs to be done to ex-
ecute free and fair elections.

“Thankfully, knock on wood,
things go really smoothly here,”
she said.

Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com

PUBLIC RECORD

SHAWANO COUNTY

SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT
Oct. 25

Deputies responded to 29 inci-
dents, including suspicious activ-
ity near County Road U and state
Highway 29 in the Town of Herman;
theft on Golfview Road in Cecil; crim-
inal damage at Mielke Arts Center,
N5649 Airport Drive, Shawano; a
disturbance on Juniper Road in the
Town of Richmond; four 911 calls;
four traffic stops; one reckless driv-
ing incident; one welfare check;
three crashes, two involving deer.
Oct. 24

Deputies responded to 47 inci-
dents, including juvenile alcohol and
disorderly conduct on Poplar Road
in the Town of Richmond; a weapon
offense near Golden Sands Avenue
and West Nabor Road in Cecil;

threatening on Morajega Road in
Ho-Chunk jurisdiction; two reports
of disorderly conduct on East Limit
Street in Cecil; automobile theft on
Landstad Road in the Town of Les-
sor; operating a motor vehicle while
intoxicated near Oak and Maple
avenues in the Town of Richmond;
five 911 calls; 11 traffic stops; one
reckless driving incident; four traf-
fic hazards; one welfare check; two
crashes.
Oct. 23

Deputies responded to 48 in-
cidents, including bail jumping on
Swanke Street in Tigerton; disorderly
conduct on River Road in Bowler; a
disturbance on South First Street
in Bonduel; trespassing on Steinke
Road in the Town of Germania; disor-
derly conduct on West Grand Avenue
in Wittenberg; suspicious activity on
Lake Drive in the Town of Wescott;

operating a motor vehicle while in-
toxicated near state Highway 47
and Old Dump Road in the Town of
Hartland; eight 911 calls; 13 traffic
stops; three reckless driving inci-
dents; one traffic hazard; one wel-
fare check; one crash.
Oct. 22

Deputies responded to 44 inci-
dents, including a disturbance on
Lake Drive in the Town of Wescott;
harassment on Mork Court in the
Town of Wescott; a disturbance
on County Road SS in the Town of
Fairbanks; four 911 calls; 14 traf-
fic stops; three reckless driving in-
cidents; three traffic hazards; one
welfare check; two crashes, one in-
volving deer.
Oct. 21

Deputies responded to 41 in-
cidents, including harassment on
North Cecil Street in Bonduel; a

disturbance on state Highway 156
in the Town of Lessor; a vicious ani-
mal on Highland Drive in the Town of
Washington; suspicious activity on
Lake Drive in the Town of Wescott;
a noise disturbance near County
Roads M and MM in the Town of
Richmond; a scam on Lake Drive
in the Town of Wescott; three 911
calls; seven traffic stops; two reck-
less driving incidents; one traffic haz-
ard; one welfare check; one crash,
involving deer.
Oct. 20

Deputies responded to 41 inci-
dents, including theft on River Road
in the Town of Morris; trespassing on
Lakeview Way in the Town of Wash-
ington; a noise disturbance on Coun-
ty Road Y in the Town of Belle Plaine;
three 911 calls; 12 traffic stops; one
reckless driving incident; three traf-
fic hazards; two welfare checks; one

crash, involving deer.
Oct. 19

Deputies responded to 51 inci-
dents, including fraud on Hofa Park
Drive in the Town of Maple Grove;
fraud on South Cecil Street in Bon-
duel; animal bites on Woods Road
and on Lakewood Court in the Town
of Wescott; three 911 calls; 10 traf-
fic stops; five reckless driving inci-
dents; five welfare checks.

SHAWANO POLICE

DEPARTMENT

Oct. 25

Officers responded to 14 inci-
dents, including harassment on
South Franklin Street; suspicious ac-
tivity at Walgreens, 401 E. Green Bay
St.; a noise disturbance at Sturgeon
Park, 811 S. Water St.; one 911
call; two traffic stops; three welfare
checks; one crash.

COURT NEWS

- Earl L. Shepard, 37, a former Marion man
serving a sentence in the Outagamie County
Jail in Appleton, had his probation revoked July
24 from a 2025 conviction for two counts of
possession of methamphetamine, four counts
of felony bail jumping and a misdemeanor
charge of operating while revoked. Judge Kath-
erine Sloma sentenced him Oct. 19 to nine
months in county jail.

- Jeffrey A. Cloud, 36, Shawano, pleaded
guilty Oct. 19 to five counts of felony bail jump-
ing, two misdemeanor charges of operating
while revoked, two misdemeanor charges of
disorderly conduct and a misdemeanor count
of violating an ignition interlock device order.
Sloma imposed and stayed a jail sentence,
then placed him on two years of probation with
conditions.

+ Calvin M. Montoure, 67, Shawano, plead-
ed no contest July 23 to operating a motor
vehicle while intoxicated (fifth offense). Sloma
sentenced him Oct. 19 to 18 months in prison
followed by four years of extended supervision.

+ Ryin A. McGhee, 31, Antigo, pleaded no
contest Oct. 19 to a charge of disorderly con-
duct as a domestic abuse repeater. Judge Wil-
liam Kussel Jr. withheld sentencing and placed
him on one year of probation with conditions.

- Leotis D. Matson, 34, Gresham, pleaded
no contest Oct. 21 to three counts of felony
bail jumping and a misdemeanor charge of
resisting or obstructing an officer. Sloma im-
posed and stayed a county jail sentence, then
placed him on two years of probation with
conditions.

- Jacob R. Nevins, 22, Reedsburg, had his
probation revoked Sept. 16 from a 2024 con-
viction for possession of methamphetamine,
possession of narcotic drugs and a misde-
meanor charge of intentionally abuse a hazard-
ous substance. Sloma sentenced him Oct. 22
to one year in county jail.

- Noelle A. Madosh, 39, Keshena, pleaded
no contest Oct. 23 to felony bail jumping. Slo-
ma levied fines and sentenced her to 90 days
in county jail.

- Zachary R. Wincentsen, 28, Shawano,
was charged Oct. 19 with possession of nar-
cotic drugs, possession of methamphetamine,
five counts of felony bail jumping and misde-
meanor counts of possession of drug para-
phernalia, resisting or obstructing an officer,
and carrying a concealed knife. Kussel set a
$1,500 cash bond and scheduled a prelimi-
nary hearing for Oct. 27.

- Stephen J. McGlin, 61, Clintonville, was
charged July 24 with felony bail jumping and
a misdemeanor charge of theft. Kussel set a
$1,000 signature bond on Oct. 20 and sched-
uled a status conference for Feb. 8.

Arleen L. Wayka, 46, Keshena, was
charged Aug. 26 with two counts of felony bail
jumping, one count of misdemeanor bail jump-
ing, and a misdemeanor count of theft from
an elderly or disabled person. Kussel set a
$1,500 signature bond on Oct. 20 and sched-
uled a status conference for Dec. 16.

- Robert J. Beattie Jr., 21, Shawano, was
charged Oct. 21 with three counts of felony

bail jumping and misdemeanor charges of
possession of THC and possession of drug
paraphernalia. Kussel set a $750 cash bond
and scheduled a preliminary hearing for Oct.
28.

- Benjamin Milton Wendler, 42, Wittenberg,
was charged with three counts of possession
of a firearm by a person convicted of a felo-
ny and a misdemeanor count of possession
of THC. Kussel set a $1,000 cash bond and
scheduled a preliminary hearing for Oct. 27.

- Anthony W. Tepiew, 20, Keshena, was
charged Oct. 22 with four counts of felony bail
jumping and a misdemeanor count of resisting
or obstructing an officer. Kussel set a $1,500
cash bond and scheduled a preliminary hear-
ing for Oct. 28.

- Brad L. Pecore, 31, Shawano, was charged
Oct. 23 with possession of methamphetamine
and possession of drug paraphernalia to pro-
duce or store methamphetamine. Kussel set
a $2,500 signature bond and scheduled a sta-
tus conference for Jan. 5.
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Public records request
on MISD funds denied

Attorney claims district doesn’t have to respond to inquiries

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

The Menominee In-
dian School District has
denied a resident’s public
records request regard-
ing over $7 million that
was transferred from the
district’s general fund to
capital projects.

Legend Lake resident
Gregg Malmstrom sent a
letter to Menominee In-
dian School Board Presi-
dent David Miller on July
20 regarding the transfer
of funds that took place
during the 2024-25 school
year. Malmstrom asked
for four things:

+ A list of the specific
capital projects funded
by the $7,088,214 transfer,
including each project’s
scope, cost to date and es-
timated total cost.

» Board resolutions, in-
cluding meeting dates and
recorded votes, authoriz-
ing the transfer and any
related budget amend-
ments under Wisconsin
Statute 65.90(5), or an
explanation if the transfer
was made without a for-
mal amendment.

« Why the projects
and transfer were not in-
cluded in the original or
amended budget present-
ed at the annual budget
hearing, given that the fi-
nal amended budget still
anticipated an essentially
break-even year.

* Whether additional
reserve-funded capital
spending is planned for
the 2026-27 school year or
beyond, and the district’s
plan — including any fund
balance policy target — for
maintaining the general
fund balance, which now
stands at approximately
27% of expenditures.

Malmstrom said there
was an audit from Ker-
ber Rose that flagged the
transfer and questioned
why there were no de-
tails on what the $7 mil-
lion was used for, which
prompted him to ask the
district where the money
went.

“I've been trying to find
out where the fiduciary
responsibility is of this
board, because I've found
that they don’t understand
what the responsibilities
are when it comes to fi-
nances,” Malmstrom said.
“There’s a major lack of
transparency to the com-
munity, especially us, who
are the taxpayers and part
of the community.”

Anthony Steffek,
MISD’s attorney, denied
the public records re-
quest, noting that only
one of the items involved
records, while the oth-
ers ask for responses
to Malmstrom’s inqui-
ries. The letter was dated
Oct. 6 with a note that
the letter was originally
supposed to be sent to
Malmstrom on Aug. 19,
but was delayed due to
miscommunication.

“The District will not
provide responses,” Stef-
fek wrote. “In this regard,
please be advised that the
Board of Education has
no obligation to answer
questions posed to it dur-
ing the public comment
periods of their regularly
scheduled meetings. Pub-
lic comment is just that
— comment. It is not a
forum for discussion be-
tween Board of Education
members and attendees.”

The letter did not ad-
dress whether board
members could respond
to Malmstrom’s questions
outside of the meeting.

Malmstrom disputed
Steffek’s claim, noting
that the district does have
a responsibility to the
public, especially when
large amounts of money
are involved.

“I have a right to ask
the question. I have a
right to receive the infor-
mation,” Malmstrom said.
“They have no explana-
tion as to why it’s not
being released, based on
all of the (public record)
requirements I put out
there.”

Regarding the one item
that falls into the public

record request category,
Steffek claimed that “no
such documents exist.”

Steffek also addressed
a school board meeting
held Aug. 4 in which he
claims Malmstrom con-
tinuously interrupted
board discussion. He
wrote that will no longer
be tolerated.

“Moving forward, the
Board will not allow any
further behavior dur-
ing its meetings,” Steffek
wrote. “The first instance
of such behavior will re-
ceive a warning, and the
second instance will re-
sult in removal from the
meeting, which will in-
volve law enforcement
assistance if necessary.
Please note that this di-
rective is not specific
to you. Any community
members violating these
directives will receive the
same response.”

Malmstrom said he
interrupted the board’s
discussion once, and that
was to correct a factual
inaccuracy. He said there
were not multiple inter-
ruptions from him, as
Steffek alleges, and he is
not aware of a policy that
allows the board to arbi-
trarily remove members
of the public.

“I understand people
have a right to say some-
thing during the public
commentary section on
the agenda, but it was bla-
tantly clear ... the informa-
tion was not a factual state-
ment, and I tried to clarify
that,” Malmstrom said. “I
wasn’t belligerent. I wasn’t
disrespectful. It was just
pointing out one thing.”

Malmstrom said he
plans to keep asking the
questions and plans to
bring it up during the
district’s annual meeting
Oct. 28. He alleged the
district has not been pre-
senting a lot of informa-
tion required by law at
the annual meetings, and
he plans to hold the board
accountable.

Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com
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Candidates concerned about tech in schools

Dependency with
young children may
be doing harm
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Rep. Elijah Behnke is running
for his fourth term in the Wis-
consin Assembly, facing a chal-
lenge from Shirley Hinze.

Behnke, a Republican who is
moving into a home in the Town
of Angelica after two years in the
Town of Chase, is looking for a
second two-year term represent-
ing the 6th Assembly District,
which includes most of Shawano
County, all of Menominee Coun-
ty, and segments of Oconto, Wau-
paca and Outagamie counties.

Hinze, a Democrat and

Shawano  resi-
dent, had previ-
ously challenged
Behnke for the
seat on the as-

sembly two
years ago.
NEW Me-
SHIRLEY HINze dia sent ques-
tionnaires to

Behnke and Hinze to ascertain
their stances on topics affecting
people in the state of Wiscon-
sin. Their responses to two of
the questions follow. Answers to
previous questions can be found
at www.newmedia-wi.com.

For years, schools have
been relying more on technol-
ogy to help educate children,
but now there are concerns
the tech is doing more harm
than good. What’s your view

on the issue?
Behnke: I
never let my kids
play with tablets.
We still don’t
have tablets
or the internet
while our little
kids are develop-
ing their brains.
For zero to 12, I would have
no technology. For 12-14, teach
them the basics and then 15-18,
make it part of their schoolwork
because that could be their job;
they could have a desk job. I
think it’s overused too much
currently in our public schools.
Hinze: What we’re talking
about is Al I have been reading
about parents’ dissatisfaction
with the use of tablets in schools,
how it exposes kids to it. But

ELIJAH BEHNKE

let’s be honest, today’s tech has
made doing homework -easier,
saves time and is entertainment,
giving already overworked par-
ents some free time. It has come
at the expense of kids’ mental
health (and) is limiting curiosity/
freethinking.

Kids learn by example, so if
parents are tied to their devic-
es so shall they be. We all have
become far too dependent on
technology. Can I as an assem-
bly member dictate to a parent
how to handle tech in their home
with their kid? The answer is no.
That would be government stick-
ing its nose in where it doesn’t
belong.

What issue will be your No.
1 priority if you’re elected to
the Wisconsin Legislature?

Hinze: My No. 1 priority are

my constituents, and they are
living paycheck to paycheck right
now in Trump’s economy. People
don’t trust the government right
now. I will do everything pos-
sible to regain that trust by pro-
viding financial solutions to help
working families and farmers.
Health insurance, utilities and
taxes that continue to be a drain
on everyone’s wallet, including
my own. Change can only hap-
pen if the people elect it.

Behnke: I would say afford-
ability. 'm campaigning on af-
fordability and returning the
surplus. We are being con-
fronted by self-driving cars;
Tesla’s not allowed to be sold
in Wisconsin, because there are
just two showrooms. Al in data
centers is something we have to
tackle.

Veterans memorial’s future discussed again

Alderman notes
veterans groups
still discussing

where to move it

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Plans are starting to
take shape to renovate
the west side of Memo-
rial Park in Shawano, and
the city’s park and recre-
ation commission got a
first look Oct. 21, but much
of the initial discussion
surrounded the possible
relocation of the veter-
ans memorial currently
at the Shawano County
Courthouse.

Blake Tyson, a consul-
tant from Madison-based
Parkitecture, presented
the first draft of designs
for the segment of the park
facing Main Street, show-
casing renovated conces-
sion areas, improved ac-
cess and more. He noted
that the plans did not in-
clude a space for the vet-
erans memorial, because
discussions between the

The veterans memorial set up outside the Shawano County Courthouse could be moved
once the new courthouse is built, but the question remains about whether it will be placed
in front of the new courthouse or moved to Memorial Park.

city and county had turned
to keeping it at the court-
house, possibly relocating
it to the new courthouse’s
entrance when construc-
tion is completed.

Alderman Kevin

Barkow, who is a repre-
sentative of the Shawano
Common Council on the
commission and also
commander for Shawano
American Legion Post
117, contradicted Tyson,

LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

saying that the city’s vet-
erans organizations are
coming together to discuss
the future of the memorial
and that it could still be re-
located to Memorial Park.
“The AmVets, the

American Legion, the VFW
and all the service orga-
nizations in Shawano will
be getting together and
discuss where they want
to see the memorial,”
Barkow said. “Right now,
the thought is moving it
from Main Street is what
they want. Memorial Park
would be a great place to
have it”

Barkow noted the park
already has a tree that
serves as a memorial for
veterans who have re-
ceived Purple Hearts for
being injured or killed
in the line of duty. How-
ever, that is located in the
middle of the park, and
Barkow said it might be
better for the memorial to
find a home on the west
side.

“It's a lot better than
dealing with all the traffic
on Main Street,” Barkow
said, noting that nothing
has been set in stone yet,
at least for the Legion.

Shawano County Board
Chairman Tom Kautza has
previously said he would
leave it up to the local
veterans organizations to

decide where the memo-
rial should go.

Matt Hendricks, parks
and recreation director,
asked for clarification if
Memorial Park is “on the
table” for the memorial,
and Barkow said again it
was.

Barkow said someone
needed to reach out to the
veterans organizations
and let them know if the
memorial’s future location
has already been finalized.

Hendricks noted the
plans are far from being
finalized, and feedback
for the final project is still
sought. A timeline for ren-
ovations has not yet been
set, and the city is still in
the process of applying for
grants to pay for the work.

The plans are expected
to be brought back to the
commission in early 2027
after Hendricks meets
with the Shawano Youth
League and Sun Drop
Dayz representatives, and
then it could go to the
council for formal approv-
al sometime after that.

Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Tower repairs will cost

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-Chief

Members of Shawano
County’s executive com-
mittee agreed to use part
the county’s 2026 contin-
gency fund to bolster one
of the emergency manage-

ment’s communications
towers.
The full county board is

expected to agree when it
meets Oct. 28.
Lt. Chris Madle, also the

emergency management
director, said approval
is given, repairs and en-
hancements to the tower
in Gresham can begin.

“We are anticipating
the work being completed
by the spring of 2027, he
said.

Three towers suffered
damage during storms
earlier this year. In each
case, the microwave trans-
mission antennas were
damaged. Microwave

transmission antennas
need to be replaced at the
Gresham tower, Marion
tower and one on state
Highway 29 between Ti-
gerton and Wittenberg.
“In short, these micro-
waves are responsible for
connecting each tower to
each other to ensure radio
signals and frequencies
are transmitted across our
whole system and not just
off of a singular tower,”
Madle said. “Two towers

Shawano County $135K

had damage in the spring
when ice fell off the tower,
and the other was dam-
aged during a hail storm
(the same storm system
where Neenah got hit with
the tornado).”

Damage to the Marion
and Wittenberg towers to-
taled $850,000, while dam-
age to the Gresham tower
was $480,000. The insur-
ance claim for the Gresh-
am tower is still in prog-
ress, said Nichole Zuehl,

finance director.

The county must
strengthen the Gresham
tower before the micro-
wave transmission anten-
na can be repaired.

“Motorola is requiring
us to fix our tower,” said
Zuehl said in remarks to
the executive committee.
“It’s not fit to climb.”

Matt Hietpas, technol-
ogy services director, said
the tower’s height needs
to be extended for the

new microwave and then
made stronger to support
the weight of the new dish,
which will be higher on
the tower.

The cost to extend and
strengthen the tower is
$135,000, of which $26,221
is available from existing
budgeted funds, with the
remaining $108,779 pro-
posed to be funded through
the contingency fund.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

One man dead after two-vehicle crash on state Highway 29

One man died Oct. 20 after
two vehicles collided on state
Highway 29.

The Shawano County Dis-
patch Center received multiple
911 calls about 3:40 p.m. report-
ing a motor vehicle crash on

Highway 29 at Hofa Park Drive
in the Town of Maple Grove.
Deputies responded to the scene,
along with personnel from local
fire and EMS agencies.

A preliminary investigation in-
dicates that a pickup truck struck

a dump truck in the westbound
lanes of Highway 29. The pickup
truck was occupied by a 38-year-
old man, who died at the scene.
The dump truck was operated by
a 21-year-old man.

The Shawano County Sheriff’s

Department was assisted at the
scene by the Pulaski Tri-County
Fire Department, NEW Ambu-
lance, Brown County Sheriff’s
Office and several other Brown
County law enforcement agen-
cies, Wisconsin State Patrol,

Shawano County Highway De-
partment, and the Shawano
County Coroner’s Office.

The names of those involved
are being withheld pending no-
tification of family. The crash re-
mains under active investigation.
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Superintendent’s letter
addresses bullying issues

Parents say on social media they’re pulling kids from schools

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Social media is exploding with debate
about bullying going unresolved in the
Shawano School District, prompting Su-
perintendent Kurt Krizan to send out a
two-page letter to parents outlining how
officials deal with bullying.

Shawano Let’s Talk About It has had at
least two posts in recent days from par-
ents who have pulled their children from
the public schools because the bullying is
out of control.

Pamela Rollins-Hermann, of Black
Creek, posted on Shawano Let’s Talk
About It on Oct. 20 claiming that Shawa-
no’s public schools are protecting bullies.
She did not specify which school in her
initial post, but when another Facebook
user asked, Rollins-Hermann said the bul-
lying happened at Shawano Community
Middle School and that she has pulled her
son out of the school because of bullying.

“Know they will not protect them,”
Rollins-Hermann wrote. “It’s okay to bully
other children and get away with it. This
is the message the school is sending go
ahead and bully others and there are no
consequences. Shame on the schools and
the adults that allow this to happen.”

Murphy Hartwig, of Pulcifer, posted on
Shawano Let’s Talk About It on Oct. 22 an-
nouncing she was pulling her daughter
out of Shawano Community High School
because of bullying.

“How many parents besides myself
are tired of the way they handle bullying,
medical issues and more?” Hartwig wrote.
“Also when is the next board or PTO (par-
ent-teacher organization) meeting that
parents are able to speak at? Something
needs to change.”

In 2023, the district received unwel-
come notoriety after a cellphone video
showing an SCMS student assaulting
another student and being posted on In-
stagram. Shortly after that, the school for-
bade the use of cellphones at the school.

Krizan wrote in his letter that the dis-
trict uses the Youth Risk Behavior Survey
to find out about a variety of issues, which
includes bullying and school climate, once
every two years. However, the most cur-
rent results are not available to the dis-
trict, he wrote.

“When the results become available,

we will review the findings and consider
how they can inform our prevention ef-
forts, student supports, and future pro-
gramming,” Krizan wrote. “Survey data is
one valuable source of information, but it
does not replace the need to report indi-
vidual concerns so they can be addressed
when they occur.”

Krizan recommended parents to con-
tact teachers and administrators when-
ever they find out about bullying. Tips can
also be submitted via the Speak Up and
Speak Out website through the Wisconsin
Department of Justice at speakup.wisdoj.
gov.

“We cannot address a problem we do
not know about,” Krizan wrote. “While
we understand that families may discuss
concerns with one another, it is essential
that reports reach the district through an
appropriate reporting channel so we have
the opportunity to investigate, understand
what occurred, and take appropriate ac-
tion. If you have reported a concern and
believe it has not been adequately ad-
dressed, please follow up with the build-
ing principal or district administration.”

Krizan noted in his letter that social
media is not the ideal way to develop so-
lutions for individual student problems.

“Social media can provide a place for
people to share concerns and seek sup-
port, but it is not the most effective way
to resolve an individual student situation,”
he wrote. “Online conversations often lack
important context, and the district cannot
investigate a concern based solely on a
social media post. Public discussions can
also unintentionally compromise student
privacy or place students and staff in dif-
ficult situations.”

At the beginning of the letter, Krizan
wrote that bullying issues are taken seri-
ously at the district.

“Every student deserves to feel safe,
respected, and supported at school,” he
wrote. “Bullying can have a lasting impact
on students and families, and we recog-
nize the concern and frustration that can
arise when a child experiences difficulties
with peers. As a district, we take these
concerns seriously and remain commit-
ted to creating a positive school environ-
ment where every student feels a sense of
belonging.”

Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com

County to borrow $2.5M to balance budget

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-Chief

For the third year in a
row, Shawano County is
preparing to borrow funds
for capital improvement
projects, road construc-
tion and road mainte-
nance projects as a way to
get around state spending
limits.

The executive commit-
tee voted Oct. 21 — and the
county board is expected
to adopt the same Oct.
28 — to borrow up to $2.5
million.

“We take it out for a few
months, pay it off within a
month at very little inter-
est,” said Nichole Zuehl,
finance director.

She said the money
would be borrowed from
Premier Community Bank
at arate of 5.5%. The three-
month loan would be paid
off within 30 days, cost-
ing the county not quite
$12,000 in interest.

The borrowing for
capital projects is a work-
around that allows the
county to borrow to meet
its operational needs with-
out exceeding the levy

limits imposed by the
state. In the budget, the
money is noted as debt
service, not operational.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com
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Shanda Hubertus, shown helping out during a sturgeon run at the Shawano dam, has served
as president of the Waterways Association of Menominee and Shawano Counties (WAM-

SCO) since 2014, having been a founding member of the organization.

CONTRIBUTED

Hubertus recognized for
watershed management

Shanda Hubertus
has been recognized for
achievement in environ-
mental conservation.

Hubertus has served
as president of the Wa-
terways Association of
Menominee and Shawano
Counties (WAMSCO) since
2014, having been a found-
ing member of the organi-
zation. In this leadership
role, she oversees daily
operations,  coordinates
communications, and su-
pervises a staff of four and
an intermittent intern.

Her responsibilities
include managing grant
applications and reim-
bursement  documenta-
tion, donated equipment,
and volunteer waivers;
coordinating educational
outreach programs; over-
seeing WAMSCO’s mobile
education trailer; cultivat-
ing and donating tens of
thousands of native plants
annually for restoration
initiatives; and coordinat-
ing shoreline and seawall
restoration projects. Her
work reflects extensive
experience in watershed
conservation, water qual-
ity monitoring, native hab-
itat restoration, and envi-
ronmental education.

Under her leadership,
WAMSCO has received
multiple state and inter-
national honors, including
the Wisconsin Lakes Stew-
ardship Award for Excel-
lence in Public Education
and the North American
Lake Management Soci-
ety’s Leadership and Ser-
vice Award for Community
Education and Outreach in
2025. She has also received
recognition from the Sha-
wano County Land Con-
servation Department and
other organizations for her
contributions to conserva-
tion and education.

However, her most
rewarding  accomplish-
ments have been witness-
ing a shift in landowners’
attitudes toward conser-
vation and helping them
implement best manage-
ment practices on their
properties. Looking ahead,
she hopes to expand un-
restricted funding to sup-
port larger grant-funded
projects without requiring
landowners to pay costs
upfront, while helping
WAMSCO acquire its own
property and building and
preserve its grassroots
approach.

Hubertus’ commitment

to service is rooted in her
early life experiences.
Raised on an 88-acre lake
in Wisconsin, she devel-
oped a lasting connection
to water and natural re-
sources. Growing up in a
family that adopted eight
children with disabilities
also exposed her to health-
care and nursing from an
early age, helping shape
her professional interests
and dedication to caring
for others.

She earned an Asso-
ciate Degree in Nursing,
demonstrating remarkable
perseverance throughout
her education. Despite be-
ing advised not to return
to nursing school while
facing mobility challenges
that required her to use a
wheelchair for five years,
she persisted until gradu-
ation. This same determi-
nation carried over into
her environmental work,
particularly when she
faced discouragement in
securing funding and de-
veloping an educational
program for WAMSCO.
Her ability to overcome
obstacles has been cen-
tral to her leadership
and success across both
professions.

Providing the
Compassion &
Care Your
Family
Deserves.
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Sperberg named events
coordinator at chamber

The Shawano Country Chamber of
Commerce has added a familiar face to
its team, naming Sam Sperberg as its new
events coordinator.

Sperberg officially began the role Oct.
12. She will oversee chamber events while
also helping develop new ideas and op-
portunities throughout the year.

Sperberg has been an active leader in
the Shawano community for years, serv-
ing on the Shawano Area Young Profes-
sionals board since 2019 and stepping into
the role of president in 2021. In addition
to her work with young professionals, she
has been involved with Big Brothers Big
Sisters serving as a “Big,” holding a board
seat and launching the Fun for Kids’ Sake
fundraiser in Shawano County. Her dedi-
cation earned her the Northeast Wiscon-
sin Volunteer of the Year Award.

She has volunteered on the Sacred

Heart Trivia Committee
for three years and sup-
ports Toys for Tots annu-
ally through saYPro. She
graduated from Leader-
ship Shawano County
in 2024, where she now
serves on the program’s
SAM steering committee.
SPERBERG Following her LSC ex-
perience, Sperberg helped
launch Shawano’s Hometown Heroes ini-
tiative and continues to guide the project
as part of its steering committee. She also
contributes her time and expertise to the
Shawano County Progress Summit com-
mittee and participates in 100 Women
Who Care.
In 2017, she graduated from UW-Green
Bay with a degree in business administra-
tion and management.

DOT reminds drivers to share road with farmers

They’re big, they’re bulky
and they’ll slow down traf-
fic, but experts say motor-
ists have to learn to share
the roads with farm equip-
ment this time of year.

The Wisconsin State
Patrol is reminding drivers
and farm vehicle operators
to share the road with the
fall harvest underway. This
is a busy time of year for
farmers, requiring every-
one on the road to be alert
and patient to prevent dan-
gerous crashes.

There have been 2,053
crashes involving farm

vehicles in Wisconsin dur-
ing the past five years, re-
sulting in 650 injuries and
28 fatalities. Most of these
crashes occur in Septem-
ber, October and Novem-
ber, with October being the
peak month.

“We are in the middle
of an especially busy time
for farmers in Wisconsin,
and drivers are likely to en-
counter large, slow-mov-
ing farm equipment on the
roads,” Wisconsin State
Patrol Superintendent
Tim Carnahan said. “Stay-
ing cautious, patient and

aware behind the wheel
can go a long way in safely
sharing the road.”

Drivers should always
scan the road ahead and be
ready to slow down when
approaching a slow-mov-
ing vehicle. Give farmers
extra space and anticipate
the possibility that they
may slow down or turn
into a driveway or field en-
trance. If you need to pass,
do so with caution and only
when it is legal to do so. In
Wisconsin, it is illegal to
pass an agricultural vehicle
in a no-passing zone.

SENIOR LIVING &

AU

MEMORY CARE

BWaGo is ALY favorite
athg! The staff is Sooo\

to me, and ry @amilg

doesn't have to worry \ve

made new £riends and

even reconnected with old

ones who also live here,

- Verng,

Meadowlands Tenant

(866) 584 7163

thecottagescare.com
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Suring stays alive in 8-player playo

Eagles
advance

with 42-22
win over

Sevastopol

By GREG SEUBERT
Correspondent

Suring football coach
Mitch Taylor and his staff
didn’t have to think too
hard to come up with an
offensive game plan for
the Eagles in their 8-play-
er playoff matchup with
Sevastopol.

The plan? Hand the ball
off to running backs Kroix
Kempka, Grant Thomson
and Dyllan Flynn and let
them work their magic.

That magic included
six rushing touchdowns —
three each from Kempka
and Thomson — and Fly-
nn’s interception return
for another score in a 42-
22 win over Sevastopol on
Oct. 23.

The second-seeded
Eagles will now face top-
seeded Wabeno/Laona
in a Level 3 playoff game
tentatively scheduled for 7
p-m. Oct. 30 in Wabeno.

“We've got it to the
point where we're in a
good rotation with our
backs,” Taylor said. “We
had to take a step back. We
had some injuries later in
the season, but now we’ve
got pretty much the full
team back.”

One of those injuries to
Taylor  Booth-Stoffregen
caused the senior quarter-
back to miss three games,

but he was back on the
field against the Pioneers.

The three games he
missed with a knee injury
were nonconference loss-
es to Valley Christian and
Phillips and a Level 1 play-
off win over Elkhart Lake/
Glenbeulah.

Taylor was happy to get
Booth-Stoffregen back.

“I think having Taylor
back is a calming influ-
ence,” he said. “He’s a
captain and a leader out
there and would have
been our third guy with a
knee surgery, but it was a
slight tear to his MCL. Will
(Seibert) did a nice job of
stepping in for him. He
was a little nervous in the
Phillips game, because he
had to step into that role,
but he really picked it up
in that first playoff game.”

Suring got off to a shaky
start to start the game and
trailed 8-6 at one point.

The Eagles’ first drive
ended after three plays
and Flynn fumbled the
ball on a punt return that
gave the Pioneers the ball
at the Suring 47-yard line.

After Sevastopol turned
the ball over on downs,
Thomson capped a 75-
yard drive with a 7-yard
run and the Eagles headed
into the second quarter
with a 6-0 lead.

Sevastopol answered
on its next drive with a
4-yard run from Ray John-
son and took an 8-6 lead
after Johnson added a
2-point conversion run.

The lead didn’t last
long, however, as Suring
scored on its next drive on
Kempka’s 3-yard run with
4:18 to go in the first half.

Suring started its next
drive at midfield later

in the half, but the drive
ended with an intercep-
tion. The Eagles had one
more chance for points af-
ter starting a drive at the
Sevastopol 45-yard line
following a punt, but Fly-
nn’s field goal attempt was
blocked on the final play of
the half.

Suring scored on all
four of its possessions in
the second half.

Sevastopol opened
the third quarter with a
long drive, but it ended
after Flynn picked off Bo
Tanck’s pass and returned
it 80 yards to give the Ea-
gles an 18-8 lead.

Thomson’s 3-yard
touchdown run midway
through the third quar-
ter added to the Eagles’
lead, but Sevastopol made
it 24-14 with Tanck’s 85-
yard touchdown pass to
Johnson.

A 2-yard touchdown
run from Thomson in the
opening minute of the
fourth quarter gave Suring
a 30-14 lead and found the
end zone again four min-
utes later after a fumbled
kickoff return gave the Ea-
gles the ball at the Sevasto-
pol 37-yard line. Kempka’s
19-yard run with just over
seven minutes left in the
game made it 36-14 and af-
ter the Pioneers turned the
ball over on downs, found
the end zone for the third
time with a 41-yard run.

Sevastopol’s final
points came with less than
two minutes remaining on
Tanck’s 6-yard touchdown
run and 2-point conver-
sion run.

Kempka led the Eagles
with 164 rushing yards
and also led the defense
with 11 tackles.

S

Kroix Kempka ran for a team-high 164 yards and scored three touchdowns in Suring’s 42-22

win over Sevastopol.

Suring will now turn its
attention to Wabeno/Lao-
na, which defeated North-
wood/Solon Springs 42-0
Oct. 24 in the Rebels’ Level
2 playoff game.

“They have a heck of
a player up there in Coo-
per Albrecht,” Taylor said.
“He’s all-state material, a
man among boys. (Ryder)
Cronauer is a really good
player. It’s a good team, so
we’re going to have to play

better than tonight.”
Taylor said Suring is
fortunate to be able to
field an 8-player team, un-
like other local programs
like Gillett and Bowler/
Gresham that cancelled
their varsity schedules
this season because of low
participation numbers.
“Our enrollment is go-
ing to be well under 100
(students) next year,” he
said. “We’ll be in the 20s

GREG SEUBERT

again next year for (foot-
ball players). That’s nice,
because they know they
get a chance to at least
play and they’re part of the
Suring school. We’re not
combined with anybody.”
Having a successful
program doesn’t hurt, ei-
ther. The Eagles won the
Marinette & Oconto Con-
ference-8 championship
and started the season
with five straight wins.

Big second halves lift Pulaski, Bonduel to playofl wins

Oconto Falls’ Jack Falkowski charges at the Shawano defense in a 41-24 win Oct. 23. He
carried the ball 15 times for 118 yards and scored three touchdowns.

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

By GREG SEUBERT
Correspondent

Two area football teams
have made it to the second
round of the WIAA state
playoffs after opening the
postseason with a home
win Oct. 23.

Pulaski handed Ash-
waubenon a 41-3 loss in
Division 2, while Bonduel
improved to 10-0 with a
35-7 win over Lancaster in
Division 6.

While the Red Raid-
ers and Bears kept their
season alive, Wittenberg-
Birnamwood and Lena/St.
Thomas Aquinas Academy
ended theirs with a loss.
Wittenberg-Birnamwood
fell to Amherst 36-0 in Di-
vision 5 on the Falcons’
home field, while Lena/
STAA headed to Oshkosh
and fell to Valley Christian
52-20 in an 8-player Level
2 game.

Division 2

Pulaski 41,

Ashwaubenon 3

After a scoreless first
quarter, Anthony Ficarri
opened the scoring for the
Red Raiders with a 1-yard
run with 3:58 to go in the
first half. Ashwaubenon
answered with a 48-yard
field goal on the final play
of the half to cut the lead
to 7-3.

Those turned out to be
the only points the Jaguars
scored, as Pulaski added
a l-yard run from Andre
Burnett and a 3-yard run
from Bohdan Schmidt to
take a 20-3 lead heading
into the fourth quarter.

The Red Raiders added
three more touchdowns
in the fourth quarter on
runs of 16 and 3 yards
from Schmidt and Bryce
VanLannen’s 43-yard in-
terception return.

Schmidt and Burnett
combined for 312 of Pu-
laski’s 337 rushing yards.
Schmidt led the way with

182 yards on 24 carries,
while Burnett added 130
yards on 20 attempts.

Pulaski’s defense held
the Jaguars to 127 yards
of offense and had three
interceptions, including
VanLannen’s touchdown.

Division 6

Bonduel 35, Lancast-
er7

The top-seeded and un-
beaten Bears overcame an
early 7-0 deficit and scored
35 unanswered points to

beat the eighth-seeded
Flying Arrows.
Lancaster took the

opening kickoff and drove
85 yards, with Toay Ragatz
capping the drive with a
29-yard pass to Lukas We-
ber with 6:02 to go in the
first quarter.

Bonduel answered on
its first drive with Quinn
Wesenberg’s 1-yard

FOOTBALL,
continued on page 11
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Three teams, several individuals
to run at state cross country meet

Saturday, Oct. 24

Girls teams from Lena/
St. Thomas Aquinas Acad-
emy and Wittenberg-
Birnamwood, as well as
the Bonduel boys team,
will compete in the WIAA
state cross country meet
Oct. 31 in Wisconsin
Rapids.

Several areas individu-
als will also compete.

Division 1

Pulaski’s Maggie Gerth
placed fourth at the De
Pere sectional to move on
to the state meet. The ju-
nior finished with a time of
19:08.9.

The team placed sixth
with 187 points.

Also scoring for the Red
Raiders were Addie Bruck-
ert, 19th, 21:02.3; Cameran
Reiss, 40th, 22:33.8; Ten-
ley Zimmerman, 59th,
25:36.6; and Peyton Anker,
72nd, 38:40.3.

The boys finished in
ninth with 238 points.

Collecting points were
Grayden Gossen, 24th,
17:49.9; Mitchell Pilon,
43rd, 18:29.8; Paxton

quarterback keeper, and the
Bears took the lead for good
on Wesenberg’s 10-yard pass
to Carter Moesch with 30
seconds remaining in the
first half.

Wesenberg and Andrew
Kolaske connected for an
8-yard touchdown pass with
5:38 to go in the third quar-
ter, and Moesch added a
2-yard run later in the quar-
ter to give the Bears a 28-7
lead.

Moesch wrapped up the
scoring with five minutes left
in the game with a 5-yard
run.

Division 5

Amherst 36, Witten-
berg-Birnamwood 0

The Falcons defeated the
Chargers for the second time
in a week in Amherst after
wrapping up the regular sea-
son with a 49-15 win Oct. 16.

Ambherst found the end
zone twice in the first and
second quarters. Ayden
Nerdahl opened the scoring

Marshall, 46th, 18:39.4;
Ben Augustine, 60th,
19:21.9; and Carter Rys-
kowski, 65th, 19:46.3.

Division 3

Bonduel’s boys won the
Rosholt sectional with 63
points.

Leading the way for
the Bears were Gage An-
derson, first, 16:58.3; Gar-
rett Anderson, seventh,
17:58.9; Oliver Chitwood,
11th, 18:28.4; Griffin Rich-
ter, 21st, 19:17.8; and Joah
Dworniczak, 23rd, 19:26.7.

Suring placed eighth
with 227 points. Scor-
ing for the Eagles were
Charles Richard, 19th,
19:11.7; Blake DeGrave,
34th, 19:56.0; Liam Matel-
ski, 49th, 21:04.7; Garrett
School, 59th, 22:36.1; and
Aidan Thompson, 66th,
23:15.7.

Gresham/Bowler: Ca-
leb Putnam, 11th, 18:07.2;
Blaze Ejnik, 56th; 21:00.9;

Van Donsal, 73rd, 22:19.2;
Henry Schaal, 80th, 22:53;
and Brandon Slatky, 96th,
23:38.1.

Wolf River Lutheran:
Anthony Long, 57th,
21:03.6; Ivan Long, 109th,
26:27.2; and Mark Buch-
holz, 110th, 27:03.9.

Lena/St. Thomas
Aquinas Academy: Wy-
att Kosch, 75th, 22:32.9;
Emiliano Almanza, 82nd,
22:54.3; and Cooper Mal-
loy, 88th, 23:13.8.

The Lena/STAA girls
won the sectional title
with 50 points. Bonduel
was sixth with 118 points,
and Gillett was seventh
with 152.

Lena/STAA: Aspynn
Anderson, fourth, 20:42.2;
Alisa Finger, ninth, 21:04.1;
Sydney  Pirlot, 15th,
21:32.5; Adrena Rabas,
16th, 21:36.4; and Brook-
lyn Viestenz, 18th, 21:45.1.

Bonduel: Amelia Wil-

Harris, 58th, 26:46.8.

Gillett: Amanda Pate,
14th, 21:28.3; Hope Soper,
17th, 21:44.1; Halle Wen-
dorff, 33rd, 23:43.8; Mag-
gie Kaczmarek, 70th,
27:44.1; and Sharlee Stage,
579th, 30:58.4.

Suring: Natalie Seibert,
seventh, 20:37.3.

Wolf River Lutheran:
Violet Buchholz, 19th,
21:52.7.

Gresham/Bowler: Au-
brey Miller, 80th, 33:54.4.

Friday, Oct. 23

Division 2

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood’s girls placed sec-
ond with 69 points at the
Rhinelander sectional.

Oconto Falls was fourth
with 101 points, and Sha-
wano was seventh with
165 points.

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood: Gabrielle Timm,
10th, 21:03.6; Brielle Rose,
11th, 21:12.1; Kendyll Lad-

23:13.1; and Mason Pyats-
kowit, 98th, 23:49.2.

ley, 52nd, 20:34.2; Nolan
FOOTBALL, continued from page 10

Mason Martin, 87th,

Gillett: Braxton Val-

cox, eighth, 20:55.5; Lil-
lian Burrack, 13th, 21:24.7;
Kember
24:47.8; Katie
47th, 25:21.9; and Dahlia

Frome, 39th, Nora
O’Brien,

wig, 14th, 21:49; Harper
Krull, 21st, 22:25.1; and

22:40.6.
Oconto

Meissner, seventh, 20:36;
Ellie Beschta, 17th,
22:05.9; Sydney Braund,
18th, 22:06.4; Ava Holtz,
32nd, 23:05.3; and Ava
Savage, 36th, 23:17.4.

Shawano: Madilyn
Powers, 16th, 22:03.8;
Mikelah Powers, 19th,
22:08.4; Lorelei Hancock,
37th, 23:19.4; McKenna
Miller, 50th, 24:16.4; Mol-
ly Hanson, 57th, 24:42.6;
and Jai Bisterfeldt, 59th,
24:51.1.

Menominee Nation:
Azaliyah Waupoose, 76th,
26:10.1; and Kaylee Naco-
tee, 82nd, 28:35.

Shawano’s boys placed
fourth with 89 points, fol-
lowed by Oconto Falls in
fifth with 173 and Witten-
berg-Birnamwood in 12th
with 319.

Shawano: Josiah Kuehl,
11th, 17:29.1; Teagan Har-
key, 12th, 17:31.2; Quinten

Harkey, 22nd, 17:56.6;
Beckett Hendricks, 25th,
18:11.6; and  Aloysius

Frechette, 27th, 18:20.7.
Oconto Falls: Isaiah
Holtz, 23rd, 18:01; Mason

Shawano’s Josiah Kuehl will
compete at the WIAA state
cross country meet for the
fourth year in a row. He
qualified his freshman and
sophomore years as part of
the Hawks boys team. In his
sophomore and senior sea-
sons, he qualified as an indi-
vidual runner. CONTRIBUTED

Lotto, 30th, 18:25.6; Sage
Mendolla, 32nd, 18:32.8;
Landon Timm, 37th,
18:38.4; and Lucas Van-
hulle, 64th, 20:05.5.
Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood: Marty Nowinsky,
40th, 18:43.7;  Dalton
Fletcher, 67th, 20:15.1;
Maskym Guk, 70th,
20:28.8; Flynn Bushman,
76th, 20:46.2; and Colten
Mueller, 85th, 21:16.9.
Menominee Nation:
Bryant Waupoose I,
third, 16:45; and Cashius
Reevis, 35th, 18:35.6.

with a 10-yard run with 4:24
to go in the first quarter and
the Falcons took a 15-0 lead
after JC Bohman recovered
a loose ball in the end zone
after a high snap on a Witten-
berg-Birnamwood punt.

The Falcons added to their
lead in the second quarter
on a 5-yard run from Nerd-
ahl and a 14-yard run from
Cal Lusic that gave the home
team a 29-0 halftime lead.

Ambherst wrapped up the
scoring with 1:05 remaining
in the third quarter on Tyler
Loken’s 47-yard touchdown
pass to Nerdahl.

Wittenberg-Birnamwood,
a No. 8 seed in the playoffs,
ended its season with a 2-8
record.

8-player

Valley Christian 52,
Lena/STAA 20

The Titans trailed 14-8 af-
ter one quarter, 31-14 at half-
time and 52-14 after three
quarters in a loss to the un-
defeated and top-seeded

Warriors.

Lena/STAA didn’t have
an answer for Sam Gloude-
mans, who rushed for 242
yards on 18 carries or quar-
terback Mason Everts, who
ran for three touchdowns.

Lena/STAA came into the
game as a No. 5 seed and
ended its season with a 5-5
record.

Oct. 30 schedule (all
games start at 7 p.m.): WIAA
Level 2 11-player playoffs: Di-
vision 2: No. 3 Pulaski at No.
2 Kaukauna. Division 6: No.
4 Belleville at No. 1 Bonduel.
WIAA Level 3 8-player play-
offs: No. 2 Suring vs. No. 1
Wabeno/Laona at Wabeno.

Oconto Falls 41, Shawa-
no 24

Shawano hosted Oconto
Falls for an extra game Oct.
23 after both teams failed to
make the playoffs.

Oconto Falls finished the
season with a 5-5 record,
while the Hawks wrapped up
their season with a 2-8 mark.

Shawano’s Sosaeh Tepiew runs around the end of the line in a bonus game against
Oconto Falls on Oct. 23. Neither team advanced to the WIAA playoffs this season.

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
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Eagles, Chargers win
regional volleyball titles

Saturday, Oct. 24
Suring 3, Gillett 0
Suring won the regional
crown with a three-set vic-
tory over Gillett. Scores
were 25-21, 25-17, 25-23.
The Eagles travel to Flor-
ence for a sectional semifi-
nal game Oct. 29.
Luxemburg-Casco 3,
Oconto Falls 1
The Panthers came up
short in their battle for the
regional title against the vis-
iting Spartans. Set scores
were 25-27, 25-18, 25-20,
25-18.
Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood 3, Adams-Friend-
ship 1
Wittenberg-Birnamwood
will advance to sectional
play after winning the re-
gional title over Adams-
Friendship. The Chargers

won 25-21, 27-29, 25-20,
25-22.
Rib Lake 3, Marion 0
The Redmen ended

the Mustangs’ season in
a match for the Division 5
regional championship. Set
scores were 25-10, 25-14,
25-11.

Thursday, Oct. 22

Marion 3, Tigerton 0

The three sets between
CWC North rivals Marion
and Tigerton were competi-
tive, with the Mustangs win-
ning 3-0 and advancing to
the regional championship
game at Rib Lake.

The Mustangs were
seeded third, and the Tigers
were sixth. Set scores were
25-18, 25-15, 25-20.

“The girls came out
ready to go, and they actu-
ally played a much better
match compared to a short
week ago when they also
lost to the Mustangs,” Tigers
coach Holly Meverden said.
“I am so very proud of the
entire team as they encour-
aged each other throughout
the night.”

The Tigers end their sea-
son 12-7 overall and 5-5
for third place in the CWC
North.

Stats for the match for Ti-
gerton were:

Assists: Danika Tiller 24.

Digs: Renata Nordwig 11,
Myah Dent, Mya Smith and

Oconto Falls won its first North Eastern Conference champion-
ship this fall. In front, from left, are Ella Jahnke, Rhiana Van De
Yacht, Viv Moua, lzzy Otto, Lucy Ripley, Leah Bigelow, Brenna
Belanger, Karington Beaman and Isla Powell. In back, from left,
are Rylan Macha, Brylee Gorman, Melanie Frank, Elsie Trochil,

Kazlyn Graves and Calli Bursa.

Jaelyn Brady 7 each, and
Presley Stewart-Rolfs 6.

Block kills: Stewart-Rolfs
3 and Nordwig 1.

Kills: Stewart-Rolfs 12,
Nordwig 9 and Smith 2.

Service points and aces:
Dent 11 points with 1 ace,
Stewart-Rolfs and Smith
each had 5 points with 3
aces.

Gibraltar 3, Gresham 0

Fifth seed Gibraltar upset
fourth-seed Gresham and
advanced to the regional
championship. Set scores
were 25-17, 25-13, 28-26.

Gresham ended the sea-
son at 16-9 overall.

Hortonville 3, Pulaski 0

The No. 7 seed Polar
Bears moved on the region-
al title game after shutting
out No. 10 seed Pulaski in
the second round of the Di-
vision 1 playoffs. Set scores
were 25-14, 25-8, 25-18.

Gillett 3, Lena 1

Gillett topped Lena 3-1 to
continue on in the Division
5 playoffs. Set scores were
25-22, 25-18, 17-25, 25-22.

Suring 3, Wausaukee 0

After getting a first round
bye, the third seed Eagles
beat the seventh seed Rang-
ers 25-15, 26-24, 25-17.

Fox Valley Lutheran 3,
Shawano 0

Top seed Fox Valley

CONTRIBUTED

Lutheran defeated eighth
seed Shawano in the sec-
ond round of regional ac-
tion. Set scores were 25-9,
25-10, 25-15.

The Hawks finished the
season at 16-19 overall.

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood 3, Weyauwega-Fre-
mont 1

With a first round bye
behind them, Wittenberg-
Birnamwood defeated
Weyauwega-Fremont to
move on the regional cham-

pionship match against
Adams-Friendship.
The Chargers, seeded

second, won by set scores
of 26-24, 25-22, 22-25, 25-18.
The Warhawks were seeded
seventh.

Oconto Falls 3, Little
Chute 0

Second seed Oconto
Falls defeated seventh seed
Little Chute 25-14, 25-8, 25-
8. The Panthers will host
Luxemburg-Casco for the
regional title.

Brillion 3, Bonduel 0

The Division 3 Bears fell
to Berlin to end the 2026
volleyball season. Set scores
were 25-13, 25-18, 25-17.

The Bears were seeded
sixth, and the Lions were
seeded ninth.

Tuesday, Oct. 20

Bonduel 3, Berlin 2

The Indians won the
first two sets, but the Bears
battled back to win the next
three and advance in WIAA
regional action.

Berlin won 25-20 and 25-
23. Bonduel put the brakes
on a shutout and won the
third set 25-20 and then
squeaked by 28-26 to set up
a deciding fifth set. Bonduel
won the final game 15-5 to
get the win.

Ambherst 3, Menominee
Nation 0

The Eagles saw their sea-
son end with a regional loss
to Ambherst. The Falcons
won 25-16, 25-13, 25-9.

Menominee Nation end-
ed the year at 1-19.

Gillett 3, Phelps 1

The Tigers defeated the
Knights to advance to the
second found of regional
action. Scores were 25-16,
25-14, 19-25, 25-12.

Shawano 3, New Lon-
don 0

For the second match in
a row, Shawano beat New
London, using the latest
victory to continue on in
regional playoff action. The
Hawks won 25-23, 25-20,
25-21.

Monday, Oct. 19

Tigerton 3, Bowler 0

Tigerton hosted Bonduel
in the 2026 WIAA regional
volleyball brackets with the
Tigers winning. Set scores
were 25-18, 25-11, 25-13. Ti-
gerton was seeded sixth,
and Bowler was 11th.

Stats for the Tigers were:

Assists: Danika Tiller, 21.

Digs: Presley Stewart-
Rolfs, nine; Renata Nordwig,
six; Tiller and Mya Smith,
five each; Jaelyn Brady,
four; and Myah Dent, three.

Kills: Stewart-Rolfs, 15;
Nordwig, seven; Smith,
three.

Block kills: Emily Rich,
Stewart-Rolfs, Smith and
Nordwig had one each.

Service points and aces:
Brady, 11 points with three
aces; Dent, 10 points with
four aces; Smith, 10 points
with three aces; Tiller, nine
points with three aces;
Stewart-Rolfs, seven points
with five aces; and Nordwig,
four points with two aces.

Pulaski soccer
team wins
regional title

Shawano’s season
ends with shutout
loss at New London

Saturday, Oct. 24

Pulaski 1, Sheboygan South 0

Fourth seed Pulaski notched a 1-0 win over
fifth seed Sheboygan South to win the regional
championship.

The game-winning goal came in the 53rd min-
ute when Pulaski’'s Daenen Kehoe found the net
off an assist from Max Mondloch. The Red Raider
defense held strong for the remainder of the match
to preserve the shutout.

Liam See made six saves in goal for Sheboy-
gan South. Blake Batzer had one save in goal for
Pulaski.

Pulaski moves on to the sectional semifinal and
will face eighth seed Slinger, which upset top seed
Homestead. The game will be at 7 p.m. Oct. 29 at
Saputo Stadium in Pulaski.

New London 3, Shawano 0

The Hawks traveled to New London for the
regional championship but returned home with
their season over.

The Bulldogs 3-0 shutout ended Shawano’s
playoff run. The Hawks finished the regular sea-
son in third pace in the Bay Conference.

Thursday, Oct. 22

Shawano 3, Waupaca 0

The Hawks shut out the Comets to advance to
the regional championship game Oct. 24 in New
London to take on the Bulldogs.

Shawano improved its overall record to 10-7,
while Waupaca ended its season at 4-9. On his
home turf, Brayden Meade scored at the 33rd
minute of the game with an assist by Grayson
Swedberg,

In the second half, Meade scored again at 58
minutes. Swedberg scored at the 65th minute,

After the win, the student fans stormed the field
to celebrate with the team.

Tuesday, Oct. 20

Pulaski 2, Green Bay Southwest 0

The fourth seed Red Raiders took down the
13th seed Trojans 2-0 in first round playoff action.

After a scoreless first half, Pulaski’s Walker
Wozniak broke the deadlock with a goal in the
55th minute. Brayden Puyleart had the assist. The
Red Raiders got a late insurance goal when Logan
Seubert found the net in the 78th minute off an
assist from Daenen Kehoe.

Owen Hanold made six saves in goal for Green
Bay Southwest. Blake Batzer did not record a save
in goal during the shutout for Pulaski.

Pulaski moves on to the regional final and will
face fifth seed Sheboygan South at 7 p.m. Oct. 24
at Saputo Stadium in Pulaski.

Roncalli 10, Gresham/Bowler 0

The Jets shut out the Wildcats 10-0 to end
Gresham/Bowler’s soccer season. The Wildcats
ended their season at 1-11-2.
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WEEK 8: OCT. 29 VS. CAROLINA

Packers head coach Matt LaFleur
won’t comment On whether he
thought his team’s penalties were
legitimate. “lI don’t even want to
comment on any of the penalties,”
he said. “So, it is what it is. You got
to play above it. And | thought there
were some tough calls, but it is what
it is.” Quarterback Jordan Love said
something similar on the intentional
grounding penalty. “Yeah, they said
that the ball was short of the line
of scrimmage. | thought we had a
receiver right there in the area, so it
is what it is,” he said.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

T'S ALWAYS SOMETHING

Penalties, drops and rookie mistakes plague Packers

By LUKE REIMER
Green & Gold Express

All Green Bay could do
was watch as Lions kicker
Jake Bates nailed a 22-yard
field goal as time expired
to clinch Detroit’s 20-17
victory over the Packers
on Oct. 25 at Ford Field.

While Bates’ game-win-
ning kick pushed the Li-
ons to the victory, it didn’t
look like that way minutes
earlier, as with 4:53 re-
maining in the game tied
at 17-17 Detroit head coach
Dan Campbell, who is
known for his aggressive-
ness, elected to go for it on
fourth-and-one from the
Lions’ own 24-yard line.
Packers defensive back
Keisean Nixon stopped Li-
ons running back Jahmyr
Gibbs for a two-yard loss,
putting Green Bay in the
driver’s seat with incred-
ible field position.

Green Bay was only
able to muster five yards
on the drive, settling for
a Trey Smack go-ahead
field goal attempt. From
35 yards out, Smack’s at-
tempt was tipped at the
line of scrimmage, causing
the ball to sail right, allow-
ing Detroit to take back
over, where it marched

LIONS, continud on page 14

Kicker Trey Smack struggled against the Detroit Lions. He was 1-for-3 on field goals and made both extra point kicks. In the first seven games, he con-
nected on 11-0f-16 field goals and 11-o0f-13 extra points.
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GREEN BAY PREPARES TO HOST CAROLINA

By JACOB WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

Green Bay returns to
Thursday Night Football
with an Oct. 29 home
game against the Carolina
Panthers.

Packers offense vs.
Panthers defense

Josh Jacobs returned to
the lineup Sunday but did
not single-handedly save
Green Bay’s run game.
The run game was still bad
against Detroit. Jacobs led
the way with 36 yards on
11 carries.

The offensive line de-
cision making remains
head scratching. Kevin
Zeitler, who was signed to

stabilize the interior, was
a healthy scratch. Travis
Glover started and strug-
gled immensely.

In the passing game,
drops continue to plague
Green Bay’s offense. Bo
Melton and Josh Jacobs
each had one egregious
drop. Melton’s would have
been a big play down the
field. Jacobs’ would have
been a potential game-
winning touchdown.

The pass-catching
group leads the NFL in
drops by almost double at
this point in the season.

They are sabotaging
what has otherwise been
a great season by Jordan
Love. Love threw two

touchdown passes and
an interception Sunday
in Detroit. He was asked
to carry the offense and
nearly was able to carry
them to a victory.

This week, they’re fac-
ing a pass rush led by
Jaelen Phillips. The big-
money free agent signed
in the offseason to a deal
in excess of $100 million
to go to Carolina instead of
remaining in Philadelphia.
Phillips has battled some
injuries this season, but is
still second on the team in
sacks.

Once the ball is in the
air, the Panthers do not
have an interception from
one of their defensive

backs this season. Devin
Lloyd leads the team with
two picks. The Panthers as
a team have just three in-
terceptions this season.

Packers defense vs.
Panthers offense

Green Bay’s defense
did a good job to keep
the Lions’ offense off the
scoreboard for most of
their matchup in Detroit.
The Lions had been excel-
lent all season at putting
points on the scoreboard
but were only able to mus-
ter 20 against Jonathan
Gannon’s crew.

That does not mean

CAROLINA,
continued on page 14

Jordan Love threw a 14-yard touchdown pass to Tucker Kraft
in the first quarter and a 25-yard touchdown pass to Josh
Jacobs in the third quarter. He also threw a crucial intercep-
tion at the start of the fourth quarter.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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LIONS, continued from page 13

down the field for the
game-winning field goal.

The tipped kick for
Smack caused his sec-
ond miss of the day, as
the rookie kicker fin-
ished the day converting
on just one of three field
goal attempts and mak-
ing both of his extra point
attempts.

“It was just not capi-
talizing on some premier
opportunities right there,”
said Packers head coach
Matt LaFleur. “Great stop
by our defense to give us
the ball in great field po-
sition, and we didn’t capi-
talize on it and missed a

field goal.”
Through seven games
of his rookie season,

Smack has missed four
field goal attempts and
two extra point attempts.
When asked if the rookie
will continue as the kicker
moving forward, LaFleur
said yes, with no other
comment.

For Green Bay, Sun-
day’s game against Detroit
marked the awaited re-
turn of running back Josh
Jacobs, who had been list-
ed on the Commissioner’s
Exempt List due to an in-
vestigation into domestic
violence charges. With Ja-
cobs in the lineup, Green
Bay continued to struggle
in the run game, totaling
60 yards on 19 carries. Ja-
cobs accounted for 36 of
those yards on 11 carries.

The former All-Pro
running back was ef-
fective in the receiving
game, though, as he fin-
ished with 55 yards and a
touchdown on five recep-
tions. The most important
target to Jacobs ended up
incomplete, though, as
before Smack’s second
miss of the game, Jordan
Love threw a pass down
the left sideline in the end
zone intended for Jacobs,
which bounced off of the
running back’s hands and
landed incomplete.

“I called that play
where 1 dropped the
touchdown,” said Jacobs.
“That’s what I told (the
team) - for my standard,
I like myself 10 out of 10,

and that is a play that I
have to make. So I said if
you want to blame any-
body, put it on me.”

After the game, Jacobs
explained that this being
his first game of the sea-
son, his on-field play came
with a little bit of rust.

“Honestly, it was a
weird week for me, be-
cause you still have to get
all of the timing and ev-
erything down,” he said.
“I feel like I am half a sec-
ond slower, not to where
my eyes should be, but
just making the initial re-
action. Like a step late - a
step late here, a step late
there. So there is definite-
ly some rust.”

Love finished the

game completing 27-of-
45 passes for 274 yards,
two touchdowns and one
interception.

Christian Watson led
the Packers in receiving,
hauling in five passes for
57 vyards. Tucker Kraft
recorded 48 yards and a
touchdown on four re-
ceptions, while Savion
Williams chipped in 47
yards on three receptions
and Matthew Golden con-
tributed 39 yards on six
receptions.

For the Lions, quar-
terback Jared Goff com-
pleted 22-of-32 passes
for 303 yards and two
touchdowns.

Amon-Ra St. Brown
led Detroit in receiving,

recording 153 yards on
nine receptions. Jameson
Williams added 91 yards
and caught both of Goff’s
touchdown passes with
his five receptions. Gibbs
was the only other Lion
who totaled more than
one reception as he fin-
ished the game with 27
yards on five receptions.

In the run game, Gibbs
finished with 116 yards on
29 carries.

The loss to the Lions
brings the Packers re-
cord to 4-3 on the season.
With Minnesota and Chi-
cago both winning during
Week 7, the Packers now
sitin last in the NFC North
but hold the seventh seed
in the NFC playoff race.

CAROLINA, continued from page 13

there are not some rea-
sons for concern. The
Packers surrendered more
than 400 yards of offense,
and were torn apart by Li-
ons receiver Amon-Ra St.
Brown.

St. Brown was on the
receiving end of 153 of Jar-
ed Goff’s 303 yards pass-
ing. Jameson Williams had
91 more, and the Packers
were not as stingy as they
had been in recent weeks.

The pass rush was
noticeably absent. The
Packers only sacked Goff
once, and he was largely
comfortable in the pock-
et throughout the game,
which led to him being as
productive as he was.

While most of the fo-
cus is going to be on some
egregious roughing the
passer penalties that were
called, the Packers did
not hit the quarterback
enough.

Carolina’s offense has
been up-and-down this
season, and they were way
down Sunday against the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers.
Bryce Young threw for 163
yards, one touchdown and
two interceptions as the
Panthers were blown out
by Tampa Bay. The Pan-
thers were only able to
muster 13 points.

Their run game was
led by Chuba Hubbard,
who gained 33 yards on
seven carries. A 26-point
explosion by the Bucs in
the second quarter led to
Carolina playing in a game
script they do not want to
play in.

Carolina’s best receiver
is Tet McMillan. McMillan
was the best rookie receiv-
er in the NFL last year. He

leads the team in receiving
by more than 100 yards.
Their other pass catchers
who have given them re-
spectable production are
Jalen Coker, Darren Waller
and Tommy Tremble. The
entire passing offense
truly runs through McMil-
lan. If Green Bay can slow
him down, they should be
able to control the game
against Bryce Young.

Special teams

For everything that
went wrong during Sun-
day’s game, if the kicker
simply makes his kicks,
the Packers win the game
in regulation. If the kick-
er just makes one of the
two kicks he shanked, the
Packers have a shot to win
in overtime.

Trey Smack has been
up-and-down all sea-
son, but his performance
against the Lions will be
one to forget.

Smack missed two field
goals from 35 yards. One
was officially blocked, but
that still cannot happen.

Smack has missed
five kicks in the last three
weeks. The Packers are
standing by him, but it’s
going to be interesting to
see how much tolerance
there is for a rookie kicker
on a team that cannot af-
ford to leave points on the
field in big games.

Smack is not the only
person at fault for why the
Packers lost Sunday, but
he played a huge role in it.

Missing two chip-shot
field goals in a dome is
inexcusable. In a league
where kickers are better
than they ever have been,
its a wonder how the
Packers have not figured

out a way to replace the
ever reliable Mason Cros-
by since allowing him to
leave following the 2022
season.

Carolina’s special
teams are led by Tracy
Smith, with former Packer
JJ Jansen taking over the
long snapping duties.

Ryan Fitzgerald and

veteran Sam Martin han-
dle the kicking and punt-
ing duties, respectively.

The return game is
handled by committee as
David Moore has returned
the most kicks this season.
The Panthers have not
been particularly explo-
sive in this phase of the
game.

At left, Brandon Cisse, the Packers rookie cornerback, fin-
ished his day against the Lions with seven total tackles (five
solo) and two passes defended. Above, after not playing the
firs six weeks of the season, running back Josh Jacobs re-
turned in Week 7 against Detroit. He rushed 11 times for 36
yards and caught five receptions for 55 yards and a touch-

down.
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Time and date: 7:15 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 29

Location: Lambeau Field

TV: Prime Video; WGBA-TV,
Green Bay, Channel 26; WITI-TV,
Milwaukee, Channel 6.

Radio: Flagship WRIT-FM, Mil-
waukee, 95.7. Packers Radio Net-
work includes WRLO-FM Antigo,
105.3; WMJQ-FM, Clintonville,
92.3; WIXX-FM, Green Bay, 101.1;
WLST-FM, Marinette, 95.1; and
WSAU Wausau, 550 AM and 95.1
FM

2026 records: Packers 4-3,
Panthers 3-3.

History: Far and away the

CAROLINA PANTHERS AT GREEN BAY PACKERS

most famous matchup between
these two teams came in the
1996 NFC Championship Game.
The Packers hosted the Panthers
that day and beat them like a
drum to the tune of a 30-13
victory.

Overall, the Packers lead the
series 12-7, with the Panthers
being a relatively new franchise
as their inaugural season came
in 1995. The two teams met last
year at Lambeau Field with the
Panthers securing a shocking
16-13 victory over the Packers
at Lambeau Field. The last time
Green Bay beat Carolina came

in December 2023 where Jordan
Love hit Romeo Doubs for a big
play down the sideline to set up a
game-winning field goal from An-
ders Carlson.

Coaches: Packers, Matt LaF-
leur, eighth season, 79-42-1.
Panthers, Dave Canales, third
season, 16-24.

Packers Schedule

Sunday, Sept. 13, at Minne-
sota, L 39-22

Sunday, Sept. 20, at NY Jets,
W 20-17 (OT)

Thursday, Sept. 24, vs. Atlan-
ta, L 35-14

Sunday, Oct. 4, at Tampa Bay,

W 17-14

Sunday, Oct. 11, vs. Chicago,
W 31-7

Sunday, Oct. 18, vs. Dallas, W
23-13

Sunday, Oct. 25, at Detroit,
3:25 p.m., L 20-17

Thursday, Oct. 29, vs. Caro-
lina, 7:15 p.m., Prime Video

Sunday, Nov. 8, at New Eng-
land, 3:25 p.m., FOX

Sunday, Nov. 15, vs. Minne-
sota, noon, FOX

Week 11 BYE

Wednesday, Nov. 25, at LA
Rams, 7 p.m., Netflix

Sunday, Dec. 6, at New

Orleans, noon, FOX

Sunday, Dec. 13, vs. Buffalo,
7:20 p.m., NBC

Sunday, Dec. 20, vs. Miami,
noon, FOX

Friday, Dec. 25, at Chicago,
noon, Netflix

Monday, Jan. 4, vs. Houston,
7:15 p.m., ESPN

Week 18, vs. Detroit, TBD

NFL Schedule

Thursday, Oct. 29

Carolina at Green Bay, 7:15
p.m

Sunday, Nov. 1

Arizona at Dallas, noon

Indianapolis at Jacksonville,

noon
Cleveland at Pittsburgh, noon
Atlanta at Tampa Bay, noon
Baltimore at Buffalo, noon
Minnesota at Detroit, noon
Las Vegas at NY Jets, noon
Tennessee at Cincinnati, noon
LA Chargers at LA Rams, 3:05
p.m.
New England at Miami, 3:25
p.m.
Kansas City at Denver, 3:25
p.m.
Philadelphia at Washington,
7:20 p.m
Monday, Nov. 2
Chicago at Seattle, 7:15 p.m.



FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2026 - NEW MEDIA - www.newmedia-wi.com < PAGE 15

MOMENTS

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

ON THE HUNT FOR EXPLOSIVE PLAYS

Following the 20-17 loss to Detroit, quarterback Jordan Love talked about the identify of the offense. “I
think we’re definitely leaning on the pass right now, and I think we’ve been doing some good things there.
There’s still more out there for us in the pass game,” he said. “But I think it always is. We’re trying to hunt

explosive plays. And I think right now it’s a little bit of either we got it, or we don’t.”
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ANOTHER TOUCHDOWN FOR KRAFT

Green Bay tight end Tucker Kraft caught 4-of-6 balls thrown in his direction against the Lions for 48
yards and a touchdown. He caught a 14-yard touchdown pass from Jordan Love in the first quarter
(with 58 seconds left) to tie the game at 7-7.
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Leslie Fischer-Preuss, left, owner of Timber + Petal Floral Studio in Birnamwood, explains how she handcrafts wooden flowers to Cindy
Holewinski, of Pulaski. Fischer-Preuss gave an overview of how she creates wooden flower arrangements at an Oct. 13 Shawano Woman'’s

Club program.

LYNN ZAFFRANN

WHEN TIMBER MEETS PETAL

Birnamwood entrepreneur creates unique floral arrangements

By LYNN ZAFFRANN
Correspondent

Leslie Fischer-Preuss has a passion for
creating unique flower arrangements suit-
able for many occasions.

“Unique” doesn’t come close to de-
scribing the arrangements because each
flower in them is made of wood. The ar-
rangements feature wooden flowers that
are hard to distinguish from the real thing.
Fischer-Preuss’ lifelike floral arrangements
are lasting, sustainable and look like real
flowers.

Opening her own floral business was a
longtime dream that Fischer-Preuss had. It
came to be in 2023 as Timber + Petal Floral
Studio, based in Birnamwood.

In her arrangements, she uses greenery
and fillers that are faux or dried, with the
wooden flowers as the stars of the pieces.
The pieces are all natural and will last for a
long time.

Fischer-Preuss enjoys crafting pieces for
weddings. She said that brides can choose
the type of flowers that they want, without
the cost of fresh flowers.

The bouquets and arrangements she
creates for weddings and other occasions
last forever.

She also creates arrangements for fu-
nerals, which provide a lasting memento
and reminder of a significant person in
someone’s life.

“For funeral flowers, I feel like I have
a special calling for that,” Fischer-Preuss
said.

She said that after a funeral, the flowers
die, which she compared to a secondary
loss.

“This is a way to remember that special
person and have that lasting arrangement
to display in your house,” Fischer-Preuss
said. “I feel that I have a special connection
to grievers.”

Turnaround time

for a funeral

This floral arrangement is made with flowers
made from the pith of the Sola tree, which
grows in Southeast Asia. The wooden flow-
ers are handcrafted by Leslie Fischer-Pre-
uss, of Birnamwood. Each petal is formed
and painted by hand. LYNN ZAFFRANN

arrangement is usually a day or two, but it
depends on how busy she might be.

Fischer-Preuss has a background in
working for a professional fresh flower flo-
rist, but she’s completely self-taught as a
wood flower crafter.

The wooden flowers that she makes
start out as a roll of paper formed from the
pith of the Sola tree, which grows in parts
of Southeast Asia. Fischer-Preuss cuts out
individual petals for a flower from the roll
and puts them together to assemble a spe-
cific type of flower.

The wooden flowers are lightweight, so
a finished piece may be lighter than a live
floral arrangement.

Fischer-Preuss is also able to get some

wood flowers already assembled from a
distributor.

“There are some really great small
businesses that I support that have these
flowers,” she said. “One is actually from
Wisconsin.”

Fischer-Preuss has to dye, airbrush
and hand paint each petal to mimic a real
flower. She uses rice glue to put the petals
together.

“Once I have all of the petals ready to
assemble, it takes about 10 to 15 minutes
to create a flower,” Fischer-Preuss said. “I
want them to look real, not fake.”

She said that she likes making arrange-
ments that people can enjoy forever. She
makes pieces to sell, creating items that ap-
peal to anyone who enjoys floral arrange-
ments. Fisher-Preuss also makes arrange-
ments specific to a customer’s wishes.

In addition to selling her arrangements,
Fischer-Preuss will rent some of them to
her customers, such as swags and cen-
terpieces, for special occasions. This gives
customers the chance to display larger
pieces for special evens without the higher
prices.

Working as a luxury wood flower florist,
she doesn’t have the expense of refrigerat-
ing live flowers, and she doesn’t have to
worry about flowers wilting or dying.

Arrangements for sale range in price
from $10 to just over $400.

“I'm trying to grow my business, but I
just want people to feel loved and support-
ed, and if this is a way that I can help and
spread that, that’s what I try to do,” Fischer-
Preuss said.

As a business owner, Fischer-Preuss is
very customer-oriented.

She said that the floral arrangements
she creates are a lasting memento or a
lasting reminder of a significant occasion
in people’s lives. She said that she really

PETAL, continued on page 19

Firari gets
WTLL
instructor
award

Brittney Firari has been named the
2026 Wisconsin Instructional Leader
of the Year by Wisconsin Teaching and
Learning Leaders (WTLL).

This prestigious statewide recognition
honors educational leaders who dem-
onstrate exceptional commitment to im-
proving curriculum, instruction, assess-
ment and student achievement.

Firari, who serves as the Shawano
School District’s literacy coordinator, has
been a driving force behind the district’s
efforts to strengthen literacy instruction
and improve reading outcomes for stu-
dents. Her expertise, collaborative leader-
ship and commitment to evidence-based
practices have helped establish sustain-
able systems that support both educators
and students.

One of Firari’s most significant contri-
butions has been her leadership in im-
plementing Wisconsin Act 20, the state’s
early literacy legislation. She guided the
district through the development of com-
prehensive procedures, assessment pro-
cesses, instructional supports and per-
sonal reading plans designed to ensure
students receive the reading instruction
and interventions they need to succeed.

Through extensive research, data
analysis, professional learning and col-
laboration, Firari helped position the dis-
trict to meet the requirements of Act 20
while maintaining a focus on the ultimate
goal — improving students’ reading abili-
ties and confidence.

Firari works closely with regional edu-
cational service agencies, including CESA
6 and CESA 8, to remain informed of re-
search-based practices and evolving edu-
cational requirements. She has also fos-
tered partnerships with local parochial
schools, Head Start educators, commu-
nity volunteers and the district’s multilin-
gual learner program to expand access to
effective literacy practices and resources.

Firari was nominated for the award by

FIRARI, continued on page 19

Brittney Firari, Shawano School District liter-
acy coordinator, holds up the 2026 Wiscon-
sin Instructional Leader of the Year Award
she received from the Wisconsin Teaching
and Learning Leaders. CONTRIBUTED
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Enjoy the many benefits of apples in October

October is National
Apple Month and an ex-
cellent time to find more
ways to incorporate this
healthy food into your daily
diet. This superfood is low
in calories, high in fiber,
rich in nutrients, promotes

offer samples and provide
recipes and recommenda-
tions for the best snacking,
baking and processing va-
rieties. Or buy a collection
of apples and conduct your
own taste test.

Whole fresh apples pro-

heart and oral vide the great-
health and can GARDENING WITH est benefits.
aid in weight MELINDA MYERS Combine them
loss. with peanut
Have an butter or cheese
apple or other for a healthy
healthy snack protein snack.
before your Add sweetness
next trip to the and crunch to
grocery store. salads with ap-
Researchers at ple slices.
Cornell Univer- Extend your

sity found that
people who ate
a healthy snack before gro-
cery shopping purchased
25-28% more produce than
those who ate a cookie or
nothing at all before head-
ing to the store.

You'll find a variety of ap-
ples from tart to sweet and
firm to soft to choose from.
Purchase favorites or try
new-to-you varieties you
can find at farmers mar-
kets, orchards and retailers

MELINDA MYERS
COLUMNIST

enjoyment with
proper storage.
Use bruised, cut or dam-
aged fruit as soon as pos-
sible and only store firm
blemish-free apples.
Mature apples store best
in temperatures between
32 and 39 degrees with 95%
humidity. Providing ideal
storage conditions is not
always possible. Maximize
their storage life by placing
apples in perforated plastic
bags in the crisper drawer

More than 100 apple varieties are grown commercially in the United States.

plastic bag helps increase
the humidity around the
fruit while allowing air to
flow through the holes.
Purchase extra apples
for preserving. Make them
into sauce or apple pie fill-
ing for canning. Peel, chop,
cook and dry into fruit

and freeze apple pies for a
quick and easy dessert you
can simply bake and serve
when needed.

Set aside a few apples to
have fun converting them
into apple heads. This Na-
tive American tradition
was picked up by the set-

WWW.MELINDAMYERS.COM

American folk art. All you
need are a couple apples,
1/2 cup lemon juice, 2 table-
spoons salt, a bowl of wa-
ter, a pencil and a knife.
Mix salt and lemon juice
in a bowl of water and set
aside. Peel the apple and
core if you want to place it

droopy face. Draw the out-
line of the face then carve
the features into the apple.

Soak the carved apple
in the bowl of salty lemon
water for about 10 min-
utes. Set on a cooling rack
or hang the apples in a
warm place to dry. Apples
are ready when spongy or
leathery to the touch.

Add a few details to the
apple head by inserting
beads for eyes and rice for
teeth. Use it as a head for
a doll or place it on a stick
and add it to your Hallow-
een decorations.

Take advantage of the
apple season to find new
ways to include apples in
your diet. You'll enjoy a di-
versity of flavors and the
many uses this healthful
fruit provides.

Melinda Myers has written more
than 20 gardening books, includ-
ing the “Midwest Gardener’s
Handbook, 2nd Edition” and
“Small Space Gardening.” She
hosts The Great Courses “How
to Grow Anything” streaming
courses and the nationally syndi-
cated Melinda’s Garden Moment
radio program. Her website is

this time of the year. Many

of the refrigerator.

The

leathers for snacking. Make

tlers and is now a part of

on a stick or prefer a long

www.melindamyers.com.

Building healthier future for Shawano, Menominee counties

On Aug. 17, the Shawano-
Menominee Counties Health
Department facilitated our 2026
Community Health Assessment
event at the College of Menomi-
nee Nation. Alongside dedicated
community mem-
bers, local partners
and organizations, we
dove deep into key
data spanning our so-
cial determinants of
health, health behav-
iors and outcomes,
clinical care and the

health are deeply interconnected.

Rural communities across Wis-

consin often face unique chal-

lenges in mental healthcare ac-

cess, making broad community

awareness and early intervention
critical.

When we speak
openly about mental
health, it normalizes
people asking for
help without feel-
ing embarrassed or
ashamed. Learn-
ing what to look for

physical environment.

in ourselves and in

After  thoughtful,
open discussion, our
community worked together to
identify the core health priority
areas that will guide our efforts
over the next three to five years —
mental health, transportation and
housing.

These priorities directly re-
flect the voices, lived experiences
and data-backed needs of our
residents.

Addressing them isn’t just
about changing a statistic; it’s
about strengthening the founda-
tional building blocks of health
across our two counties.

Why do these
matter?

Mental health and physical

priorities

NICK MAU
GUEST COLUMNIST

our neighbors helps
communities know
when to step in give support be-
fore tough situations turn into cri-
Ses or emergency room visits.

Taking care of our minds also
does wonders for our bodies.
Feeling well mentally helps people
handle daily stress, strengthens
the immune system and lowers
the risk of serious health prob-
lems like heart disease. On top of
that, when people feel supported,
it’s much easier for them to stay
active, make healthier choices,
and be there for their friends and
families.

In rural partially-rural commu-
nities like Shawano and Menomi-
nee counties, transportation is the

key thread connecting people to
essential services. Transportation
plays a vital role in public health
by influencing access to jobs, ed-
ucation, health care, healthy food
and social connections.

Public health data consistently
shows that lack of reliable trans-
portation leads to missed medical
appointments, delayed manage-
ment of chronic conditions (like
diabetes and heart disease) and
difficulty accessing grocery stores
with fresh foods, according to the
Rural Health Information Hub.

Beyond simply getting us
where we need to go, transpor-
tation shapes the very feel of our
neighborhoods. When communi-
ties invest in smooth roads, reli-
able transit, safe sidewalks and
volunteer driver programs, it is
naturally easier for everyone to
stay active, breathe cleaner air
and travel safely.

Expanding these options does
more than bridge distances; it
reduces long-standing barriers
to good jobs, schools, and health-
care, bringing the entire commu-
nity together.

Housing is widely recognized
as one of the single most influen-
tial social determinants of health.

Adequate, stable housing gives
individuals and families a sense

of security, stability, control and
privacy.

While safe housing provides
physical protection, it can also
impact child development. Safe,
well-maintained housing pro-
tects families from structural
hazards, mold, lead and extreme
temperatures.

Additionally safe, quality hous-
ing reduces environmental expo-
sures directly linked to childhood
asthma, lead poisoning, acciden-
tal injuries and chronic respira-
tory illness.

Aside from the direct, physi-
cal impacts housing can have on
health, the financial burden of
housing is overwhelming for so
many. According to the Office of
Disease Prevention and Health
Promotion, when households
face high severe housing cost
burdens (spending more than 30-
50% of income on rent or mort-
gages), their budget for essentials
shrinks dramatically.

High housing costs force fami-
lies to make trade-offs between
paying rent and affording health
insurance, preventive care, pre-
scribed medications and nutri-
tious food. By stabilizing housing,
communities can directly im-
prove a family’s financial capacity
to stay healthy.

Identifying these priorities is
just the beginning. Our next step
is to assemble a steering com-
mittee of passionate community
partners, local leaders and sub-
ject-matter experts to develop
our Community Health Improve-
ment Plan. By building onto the
strengths, skills, and resources
that already exist across our com-
munities, we can work together
on real, lasting solutions.

Over the next three years, the
CHIP will serve as our evidence-
based, collaborative roadmap,
guiding collective action and tar-
geted investments to measurably
enhance the health and well-be-
ing of all Shawano and Menomi-
nee counties residents.

We invite you to keep an eye
on the SMCHD’s Facebook page
(facebook.com/SMCHD) and
county webpage in the coming
weeks, where the full Community
Health Assessment report will be
published.

Thank you for your continued
partnership as we work together
to build a healthier community
for everyone.

Nick Mau is the health officer for the

Shawano-Menominee Counties Health

Department with a master’s degree in
public health.

PETAL, continued from page 17

making custom arrange-
ments for her customers.

Her first husband, Jer-
emy Fischer, passed away
unexpectedly and tragically
in 2018. They have two chil-
dren, Kailyn and Beau.

When she remarried
in 2022, she was intent on
making the floral arrange-
ments for their wedding
held in the foothills of the
Rocky Mountains.

Her interest in a sus-
tainable floral product led
her to making the wood-
en flowers she used for
her wedding pieces, the

same wooden flowers she
specializes in today. She
made her bouquet, her at-
tendants’ bouquets and
boutonnieres for her hus-
band and groomsmen,
in addition to other floral
arrangements.

Fischer-Preuss has a
bachelor’s degree in history
and political science. She
also has a master’s degree
in educational leadership
with an emphasis in adult
education.

She works full time for
the Medical College of Wis-
consin, placing students in

their medical rotations.

The Timber + Petal ven-
ture is a side job that Fisch-
er-Preuss fits in between
her Medical College posi-
tion and running around
with her children, who are
both involved in sports.

She works out of her
home in a little studio.
Hours are by appointment
only.

Fischer-Preuss runs
classes for eight to 30 peo-
ple at her home to learn
how to create wood flower
arrangements.

Her arrangements can

be seen and purchased at
Chet and Emil’s, 388 Main
St., Birnamwood.

Fischer-Preuss will run
a workshop at the Birnam-
wood Berry Merry Holiday
Craft and Vendor Fair on
Nov. 28 from 10:30 a.m. to
noon. The event is held at
Chet and Emil’s.

She has a Facebook
page, Timber + Petal. Her
website is www.timberand-
petal.com

Fischer-Preuss can be
reached at 715-903-0232.
Her email is timberandpe-
tal@gmail.com.

FIRARI, continued from page 17 ——

Joanne Edwards, a dis-
trict instructional coach,
who highlighted both her
professional expertise and
the personal qualities that
make her an exceptional
leader.

“Teachers (and stu-
dents) love working with
Mrs. Firari. She is kind,
patient, knowledgeable,
organized and trustwor-
thy. These qualities make
her an outstanding edu-
cator and an asset to our
district,” Edwards wrote in
her nomination.

Edwards also

recognized Firari’s in-
strumental role in es-
tablishing the district’s
early literacy systems,
supporting teachers in
implementing effective
reading strategies and
using student achieve-
ment data to guide con-
tinuous improvement.
The award recognizes
leaders who champion ef-
fective educational prac-
tices, foster partnerships,
use data to improve learn-
ing and demonstrate a
sustained record of inno-
vation and improvement.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING

FRIDAY, OCT. 30
OCONTO: Storytime, 10:30
a.m., Farnsworth Public Li-
brary, 715 Main St. Story and
crafts for preschool children.
A caregiver must stay with
the child.

SURING: Recovery Talking
Circle, 6-8 p.m. South Branch
Community Center, W1281
County Road M.

SHAWANO: “You're a Good
Man, Charlie Brown,” 7 p.m.,
Shawano Community High
School, 220 County Road B.
Adults $5, students $3 at
shawanotheater.ludus.com.

SATURDAY, OCT. 31
OCONTO FALLS: Trunk or
Treat, 1:30-3:30 p.m., St. An-
thony Catholic School, 253 N.
Franklin St. Booyah and soup
for sale, free hot chocolate.
SURING: Suring Kids Hal-
loween Party, 2-4 p.m., Fire
Department, 21 Heasley St.
Free goody bag, games, priz-
es, crafts, cookies. Geared
toward kids 10 and under,
adult supervision required.
Hosted by Suring Area Busi-
ness Association.
SHAWANO: “You're a Good
Man, Charlie Brown,” 7 p.m.,

Shawano Community High
School, 220 County Road B.
Adults $5, students $3 at
shawanotheater.ludus.com.

SUNDAY, NOV. 1
OCONTO: Breakfast and Bas-
ket Fundraiser, 7-11 a.m.,
Oconto Elks Lodge, 310
Farnsworth Ave. Pancakes,
sausage and eggs $8, vet-
erans and children under 5
free. Hosted by Oconto Elks
Lodge, proceeds to ben-
efit Oconto County Veterans
Services.

SHAWANO: Holiday Rum-
mage and Bake Sale, 10
a.m. to 2 p.m., Wolf River Lu-
theran High School, W7467
River Bend Road. Christmas
decor, new and gently used
gift items, soup to-go (booyah
and chili).

MONDAY, NOV. 2
OCONTO: American Red
Cross blood drive, 9 a.m. to
2 p.m., Oconto High School,
1717 Superior St. Appoint-
ments at RedCrossBlood.org
or 800-733-2767.
BONDUEL: American Red
Cross blood drive, noon to
5 p.m., St. Paul Lutheran
Church, 240 E. Green Bay St.

Appointments at RedCross-
Blood.org or 800-733-2767.
LENA: J&R Aquatic Animal
Rescue presents “Creepy
Crawly Creature Feature” live
animal program, noon, Lena
Public Library, 200 E. Main
St.

LENA: American Red Cross
blood drive, 1-6 p.m., Lena
High School, 304 E. Main St.
Appointments at RedCross-
Blood.org or 800-733-2767.

TUESDAY, NOV. 3
KESHENA: Recovery talking
circle, 6-8 p.m. Omaeqgnome-
newak Wetohkatikamek Cen-
ter, 2700 Mianaceqtawak
Road. Information: Mindy
Thunder at 715-799-3835 or
mthunder@mitw.org.

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 4
SHAWANO: Chamber Coffee
Connection, 89 a.m., The
Daily Drip, 215 N. Main St.,
Unit B.

LAKEWOOD: ADRC Support
Group, 2-3 p.m., Lakes Coun-
try Public Library, 15235
State Highway 32. Help for
caretakers of friends or fam-
ily members with dementia or
memory concerns.
SHAWANO: 100+ Women

Who Care Shawano County
Giving Circle, 5-6 p.m. social
hour, 6-7 p.m. meeting, Stub-
born Brothers Brewery Cres-
cent Ballroom, 220 S. Main
St.

KESHENA: Recovery talking
circle, 6-8 p.m. Omaegnome-
newak Wetohkatikamek Cen-
ter, 2700 Mianaceqtawak
Road. Information: Mindy
Thunder at 715-799-3835 or
mthunder@mitw.org.

THURSDAY, NOV. 5
OCONTO: Thursday Play
Group, 10:30 a.m. to noon,
Farnsworth  Public Library,
715 Main St. Meant for chil-
dren to play and interact with
other children at the library. A
caregiver must stay with the
child.

SHAWANO: Chili
1-6:30 p.m., Fellowship
Church of Shawano, 100
Presbyterian St. All-you-can-
eat chili $10, to-go $9; chil-
dren 5-12 $4, under 5 free.
Pies $3 per slice, $4 a la
mode.

SHAWANO: 100+ Men Who
Care Shawano County Giving
Circle, 5-6 p.m. social hour,
6-7 p.m. meeting, Stubborn

Supper,

Brothers Brewery Crescent
Ballroom, 220 S. Main St.
OCONTO: Historical Society
Speaker Series, 6:30 p.m.,
Beyer House Museum and
Carriage House, 915 Park
Ave. “From Wood to Water-
craft: Dugout Canoes of
Wisconsin,” presented by Dr.
Sissel Schroeder. Free ad-
mission, light refreshments
provided.

FRIDAY, NOV. 6
OCONTO: Storytime, 10:30
a.m., Farnsworth Public Li-
brary, 715 Main St. Story and
crafts for preschool children.
A caregiver must stay with
the child.

SURING: Recovery Talking
Circle, 6-8 p.m. South Branch
Community Center, W1281
County Road M.

SATURDAY, NOV. 7

BONDUEL: SPYRT Craft Sale
and Silent Auction, 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m., St. Paul Lutheran
Church and School, 240 E.
Green Bay St. Craft sale, si-
lent auction, chili and hot ham
sandwich lunch, plus Ladies
Aid bake sale. Admission $1.
SURING: Fall Bazaar, 10 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m., St. Michael

Catholic Church, 210 S.
Krueger St. Shredded pork
and turkey sandwiches, chili,
chicken soup, pie, rummage,

crafts, baked goods and
raffles.

TOWN OF CHASE: Second
annual Chase Christmas
Market, noon to 6 p.m.,

South Chase Saloon, 494
County Road C.

SHAWANO: Annual Dinner
and Auction, 3 p.m., Wolf
River Lutheran High School,
W7467 River Bend Road.
“Through  the  Decades”
theme; meal, spirits, live auc-
tion, silent auction, games,
raffles. Admission $50; infor-
mation at wrlhs.org.
SHAWANO: lJingle Mingle,
5:30-9 p.m., Sacred Heart
School gymnasium, 302 S.
Main St. $25 at the door,
advance tickets $20, 21 and
older. Local beer and food
vendors, basket raffles, meat
raffles.

SUNDAY, NOV. 8

TOWN OF CHASE: Second
annual Chase Christmas
Market, noon to 4 p.m.,
South Chase Saloon, 494
County Road C.

THEME: BIRDS
ACROSS
1. Consumer
5. Drivel
8. Mary of direct marketing
fame
11. Taxon, pl.
12. Mosaic piece
13. Speculate
15. Similar
16. Eye part
17. Belgian port city
18. *"The Birds” producer
and director
20. *”Mourning” bird
21. Kicks out
22. *"Birds do it, ___do
it,” sing.
23. “Hot” prefix
26. Suggest
30. Treaty of Rome org.
31. Dump
34. *Horus’ mother
35. Spills over a container
edge
37. Hole puncher
38. Finals
39. Type of balsam
40. Thumb, anatomically
speaking
42. *New Zealand parrot
43. Suppresses
45. *Big Bird, e.g.
47. Shark part
48. Yo-Yo's instrument
50. Bleak
52. *Bird with largest
wingspan
56. *Popular origami bird

57. Mongolian desert
58. *Hen to chick
59. Silly and scatterbrained
60. Affirm with confidence
61. Sailor’s call
62. Number cruncher, acr.
63. Color
64. Totes

DOWN
. D-Day beach
. H. H. Munro’s pseudonym
. Sign of escape
L HEwill
. Basketball foot maneuver
. Smart ones”?
. Reach a high
. a,k.a. Kyiv
. Green Gables resident
10. Hitherto
12. U of A home
13. Poet Nash
14. *Albus Dumbledore’s
companion
19. Dark fertile soil
22. Board of Directors, acr.
23. MCAT and LSAT, e.g.
24, Serf
25. Cause for food recall
26. Pay a visit
27. Japanese port city
28. Sand clock, e.g.
29. Test form
32. Vietnam’s neighbor
33. *Parliament member
36. *Barbara’s _____ Cereal
38. Glorify
40. Mightier than sword
41. Oblong cream puff
44, British sailor, slangily

OO ~NOOTHE, WN PP

46. Conventional
48. Garlic unit

49. What tide did
50. Golf club handle
51.Pro

52. Lab culture

53. Pearl Harbor island
54. Urban haze

55. Simon does what?
56. Public health org.
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HUGE Sporting Goods Auction at Yoap’s Auction Gallery
6234 Duame Road, Lena, WI Stiles JCT (Hwys 141 & 22) 1 mile North of Kwik-Trip

Saturday, Nov. 7th *10 AM Doors Open at 8

50 Guns, Bows, Knives, Boats, UTV’s Tractor & MORE! Over 50 Guns - all are
NO FFL - including Antique blackpowder long rifles & blackpowder shotguns, Antique Side x Sides w/
exposed hammers, Belgian pinfire revolver, Modern blackpowder rifles & shotguns, Cap & Ball pis-
tols, Single Action cap & ball revolvers, Beretta 92 Trainer air pistol, New 1125fps UX Nitrogen
PCP 177 pellet rifle, Air rifles by Gamo, Crosmann & Daisy, Red Ryder BB gun, Model 25 pump, Tipton
gun vise, Ford 800 utility tractor w/ 5 speed gear shift, wide front & 3pt, 3pt Grader blade, Portable 10ft
Hunting Shack, 2022 Polaris 1000 RZR Trail Sport w/ power steering, windshield & new 29" tires, Like
New Bighorn Homestead 200 HL Special Edition SUV w/ windshield, roof & dump box, Vintage 1960’s
Honda C90 Super Cub scooter, AlumaCraft 12ft fishing boat, SunDolphin Scout SS poly canoe, New
Elite Victory 37 bow, New PSE Uprising, EVO EVL34, Embark ZF & Dream Season Decree IC bows,
PSE Mini-Burner youth bows, Savage, Saber & Slammer quivers and bow accessories, TruGlo bow
sights, Nockturnal LED arrow & bolt nocks, Muzzy & Grim Reaper broadheads & parts, Rage, SIK &
MegaMeat razor tips, Crosshow cocking device, X-stand Archery stands, 20ft stick climber ladder,
New Blackhawk & Leather pistol holsters, New trail cams, mounts & solar chargers, New KEEN hiking
shoes, Assorted New Rocky muck boots, Rocky Sport Pro & Rams Horn boots, New BOGS boots,
Boot dryer, Blaze Orange hunting vests & hoodies, Assorted New Camo shirts, hoodies & coats, New
Heater Xtreme hunting suits & coats, Insulated bibs, UnderArmor, Leafy Suit, Blaze Orange & Camo
gloves, Hand warmers, Scent A-way, Primos deer calls, New Montana lightweight decoys, Spandex
hunting mask, Caps, Face paint, Sunglasses, Black Widow & Active-Scrape lures, Buck Bomb sprays,
Scent Killer, Deer Cane & Lucky Buck mineral, Shooting stick, Hardy’s turkey calls, Primos box calls,
Mosquito repellent, New Expedition snow shoes, Antique Snow shoes, Antlers, Walleye, Bass & fish
mounts, Smoker, Deer & Bullseye targets, New Caddis hip waders, New 1200W generator, ArcticCat
2500W generator, Coleman 5500W generator, Framed Art prints including 1983 Hidden Point & 1985
Rusty Refuge IV by Redlin, Homestead Buck by Kloetzke, Canvasbacks by Sieve & Ducks Unlimited
Artist of the Year, StrikeMaster Lite-Flite 6 & 8” lazer drills, 40V Lithium ice auger, EDK-6 & 8" ice
drills, New Jiffy ice drill blades, Jig poles, Moon Jigs & SpitzFire ice fishing lures, Frabill, Mason &
Polar tip-ups, Little Jigger tip-downs, Ice fishing line, Shappell Jet Sled, Mr. Heater Buddy heater, New
Shimano, Sienna & Lew’s casting reels, Berkley & Ugly Stik rods, Zebco youth sets, New nets, Casting
lures by Panther Martin, South Bend, Rapala, Little Cleo, Big Dude & Danielson, Soft baits, Eagle Claw
hooks, New Berkley & Stren casting line, Hundreds of Hunting & Folding knives, Wood Shop Tools,
Precision height gages, Welders, Tool chests, Taylor Model 339 Twin-Twist soft serve machine, Min-
now Master live bait system, Glass Showcases, Floor Polisher & Much More!

BIG! Auction for Willie Wilinski in Pulaski
315 Highview Road, Pulaski, Hwy 160 to Highview, then South

Saturday, Nov. 14th *10 AM openats

Harley, Tractors, Trailers, Tools, Yard Art &

Antiques! Collectors 1996 Harley-Davidson UltraClassic Electra-
Glide 1340cc motorcycle in High Condition, Harley-Davidson leather
riding clothes, Harley lamps & phone, Harley eagles & decorations,
Alabaster eagle, Brass eagle & Eagle statues, 1941 McCormick W-4
Standard tractor, Farmall A tractor w/ Culti-vision, wheel weights &
sickle mower, 1955 Farmall Cub tractor, Farmall A tractor w/ belly
lawn mower, Freeman Hyd Loader w/ buckets, 3pt 6ft Disk, 1966
John Deere Model 110 garden tractor, Riding Mower w/ cast iron
wheels, 2 bottom Sulky Plow, Dump Rake, Trailer Plow w/ spring
hitch, Hand Plow, Trailer Hyd Woodsplitter w/ Wisconsin air-cooled
engine, Flags, Collection of antique Lightning Rods with weather
vanes & glass balls, Copper cable, Lighted Old Style 6x6ft tavern
sign, Big Collection of Yard Art including handmade Metal flowers,
butterflies & sculptures, Gazing ball, Wind Chimes, Lots & Lots of
Concrete Yard Ornaments, Cast iron horsehead hitching posts,
Cast Iron Farm Bells, Meal-time Triangle, Log Tongs, Ornate parlor
heatstove with nickel trim, Bonny Oak potbelly stove, Green &
Cream porcelain Cookstove w/ warming ovens, Cast iron Log Hold-
er for Fireplace from the 1800s, Hand Well Pumps, Cistern pump,
5gal Oil Can, High Steel Wheels, Keg wagon wheels, Axles w/ steel
wheels, Implement seats, Cast iron Hog Kettle, Cast iron decorative
fence panels & garden backdrops, 1930s cast iron “Graple Cluster”
garden bench, Concrete garden benches, Outdoor lights, Metal
wind-spinners, Metal Roosters, Ant. “Shooting Star” Sled, Italian
“Video” brand 12-bass Student Accordion in mauve pearl celluloid,
1970’s Colonial Maple Bar w/ stools, Grandmother clock, Wall
clocks, Mantle clocks, Anniversary dome clock, Oak wall telephone,
100 year old National cash register, Tandem axle Flatbed Trailer,
Car Caddy, Pickup Box trailers, Alum truck caps, Flatbed small
trailers, Snowmobile trailers, 1960s Chevy truck doors, 1950’s truck
fenders & bumper, TransAm hood, 60s GTO fenders, Milk Cans, etc

Terms on Sales: Cash or Good Check w/ ID. 5.5% Sales Tax. Bring a Bank Letter of Credit for large checks. RWAC #480 Col. Len Yoap RWA #339 1149 Ledge Ln, Coleman

YOAP & YOAP Auction & Real Estate (920) 604-1704 yoapandyoap.com
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More drivers slow
down, move over for
disabled vehicles

A new survey from the
AAA Foundation for Traf-
fic Safety found that more
than 90% of drivers report-
ed slowing down or mov-
ing over the last time they
passed a disabled vehicle,
tow truck or police vehicle
on the shoulder.

However, previous ob-
servational research found
that only 64% of drivers
actually changed lanes or
reduced their speed when
required. More than one-
third (36%) did neither.

The consequences of
failing to slow down or
move over can be deadly.

More than 2,100 people
were struck and killed while
stranded or working at the
roadside between 2019 and
2023. In 2025 alone, AAA
responded to more than
30 million roadside events,
and 15 roadside service
providers lost their lives
in slow down, move over-
related incidents. Several
of those crashes involved
impaired or hit-and-run
drivers.

“Drivers  often think
roadside danger only af-
fects police officers, fire-
fighters and tow truck
operators,” Nick Jarmusz,
director of public affairs
for AAA. “But anyone can
become vulnerable at the
roadside. A flat tire, dead
battery or mechanical prob-
lem can place drivers and
passengers just feet from
moving traffic. That's why
slowing down and moving
over is so important.”

A new AAA survey found
that drivers understand the
risks of being stranded at
the roadside. More than
half (55%) of Wisconsinites
said being struck by anoth-
er vehicle would be their
biggest concern if their

vehicle became disabled.

“It's easy to think a
roadside stop is someone
else’s problem,” said Jar-
musz. “But every driver
could end up in that situ-
ation. That’s why slowing
down and moving over is
more than a legal require-
ment. It’s a responsibility
we share.”

Recognizing the dangers
faced by stranded motor-
ists, many states have ex-
panded their slow down
move over laws to include
disabled vehicles and other
roadside situations.

10/23/26, 10/30/26, 11/6/26
STATE OF WISCONSIN
SHAWANO COUNTY

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT
MARATHON COUNTY
PUBLICATION SUMMONS & NOTICE
Case No. 26-CV-587
CREATIVE FINANCE, INC.
815 Business Park Road
Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965,
Plaintiff,
Vs.
CHARLES ALAN BURNETT
478 Sarah Street
Birnamwood, WI 54414,
Defendant.
You are hereby notified that the plaintiff
named above has filed a lawsuit or other
legal action against you. Within forty
(40) days after October 23, 2026, you
must respond with a written demand for
a copy of the complaint. The demand
must be sent or delivered to the court,
whose address is: Clerk of Circuit Court,
MARATHON COUNTY COURTHOUSE,
500 Forest Street, Wausau, WI 54403,
and to the plaintiff’s attorney, Ann L.
Patteson, von Briesen & Roper, s.c., 300
North Broadway, Suite 2B, Green Bay, WI
54303. You may have an attorney help
or represent you. If you do not demand a
copy of the complaint within 40 days, the
court may grant judgment against you for
an award of money or other legal action
requested in the complaint, and you may
lose your right to object to anything that
is or may be incorrect in the complaint. A
judgment may be enforced as provided
by law. A judgment awarding money may
become a lien against any real estate you
own now or in the future, and may also
be enforced by garnishment or seizure
of property. This is an attempt to collect
a debt; any information obtained shall be
used for that purpose. Dated this 14th
day of October, 2026.
Ann L. Patteson
Plaintiff's Attorney
von Briesen & Roper, s.c.
300 N. Broadway, Ste. 2B
Green Bay, WI 54303
Telephone 920.713.7800

WNAXLP

WIT038

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
YEAR 2027 CITY OF SHAWANO BUDGET SUMMARY

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to section 65.90 of the Wis. State Statutes, and Acts amendatory thereof, the Committee
on Finance of the Common Council of the City of Shawano has tentatively adopted the Budget for the year 2027 as hereinafter set
forth, and that said Budget is available for inspection at the office of the City Clerk for said City of Shawano beginning with the date

hereof.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that on WEDNESDAY, November 18, 2026 at 6:00 P.M. at Shawano City Hall, 127 S. Sawyer Street,
Shawano, Wisconsin, a Public Hearing will be held on said Budget, and will be presented to the Common Council following the

hearing.

REVENUES:

Taxes

Special Assessments
Intergovernmental Revenues
General Government Revenues
Licenses and Permits

Fines, Forfeits and Penalties
Public Charges for Services
Intergovernmental Service Charges
Miscellaneous Revenue

Other Financing Sources

TOTAL REVENUES:

EXPENDITURES:

General Government

Public Safety

Public Works

Health and Human Services
Culture, Recreation and Education
Conservation and Development
Transfers to Other Funds

TOTAL EXPENDITURES:

TOTAL REVENUE OVER (UNDER)
EXPENDITURES

ESTIMATED FUND BALANCES

GENERAL FUND

CITY/COUNTY AIRPORT FUND
CITY CAB FUND

DEBT SERVICE FUND
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
TID FUNDS

ENTERPRISE FUNDS

TOTAL BALANCE

Tax Rate Per $1,000 of
Assessed Value for City Purposes:
Change Over Previous Year

Adopted Proposed YOY Budget
2024 2025 2026 2027 Increase %
Actual Actual Budget Budget (Decrease) Change
$3,433,685 $4,244,801 $4,363,452 $4,368,662 $5,210 0.1%
$5,490 $310,340 $310,275 310,000 (275) -0.1%
$2,625,758 $2,650,591 $2,771,360 2,803,215 31,855 1.1%
$2,538,206 $2,287,485 1,996,878 (290,607)
$230,094
$87,012 These line items have been summarized in the
$791,237 corresponding yearly totals above.
$681,908
$578,370
$930,075 [ 408,000 408,000 100.0%
$9,363,629 $9,743,938 $9,732,572 $9,886,755 $154,183 1.56%
$1,576,763 $1,754,295 $1,647,998 $1,728,046 $80,048 5%
$4,130,817 $4,251,502 $4,389,880 $4,343,146 -$46,734 -1%
$2,041,569 $2,084,595 $2,085,793 $2,044,654 -$41,139 -2%
$96,350 $105,574 $134,908 $102,695 -$32,213 -31%
$1,162,442 $1,121,598 $1,193,110 $1,240,352 $47,242 4%
$55,402 $50,286 $54,883 $201,862 $146,979 73%
$46,000 $226,000 $226,000 $0 0%
$9,109,343 $9,367,850 $9,732,572 $9,886,755 $154,183 1.56%
$254,286 $376,088 $0 $0
EST BALANCE 2027 BUDGETED EST BALANCE| CITY TAX
31-Dec-26 REVENUES EXPENSES 31-Dec-27 LEVY
$2,722,348 $9,886,755 $9,886,755 $2,722,348 $3,488,263
48,344 339,726 339,479 48,591 154,916
168,211 523,713 523,713 168,211 9,000
371,866 2,764,882 2,764,882 371,866 2,764,882
2,787,699 4,600,000 2,787,699 4,600,000 0
(1,253,960) 2,511,533 625,860 631,713 1,031,340
63,918,729 35,221,500 32,699,662 66,440,567 0
$68,763,237  $55,848,109  $49,628,050  $74,983,296 $7,448,401
2023 2024 2025 2026 2027
$10.672 $8.786 $9.104 $9.417 $7.441
$0.774 ($1.886) $0.318 $0.217 ($1.976)

Special Charges of $170.00 for garbage/recycling and $46.00 for curbside services are applied to tax bills of all developed residential

Shawano Municipal Utilities
2027 Operating Budget Summary - PRELIM

10/30/26
STATE OF WISCONSIN
SHAWANO COUNTY

NOTICE OF WINTER PARKING
VILLAGE OF WITTENBERG

MUNICIPAL CODE 7.04 PARKING RESTRICTIONS. (1) WINTER OVERNIGHT
PARKING. No person shall park or leave standing any motor vehicle between the hours
of 2:00 A.M. and 7:00 A.M. from the first day of November to the first day of May.

By Order of the
Village of Wittenberg
WNAXLP
WIT039

2024 2025 2026 2027 Increase %

Electric Department Actual Actual Budget Budget (Decrease) Change
Operating Revenues $ 25,292,326 $ 28,381,515 $ 28,610,009 $ 29,666,980 $ 1,056,971 3.7%
Other Revenues 1,502,695 1,361,731 480,347 678,467 198,120 41.2%
Total Revenues 26,795,021 29,743,246 29,090,356 30,345,447 1,255,091 4.3%
Purchased Power 20,333,130 21,542,001 21,612,652 22,528,874 916,222 4.2%
Operating & Maintenance Expenses 2,561,160 2,676,464 2,676,345 2,942,825 266,480 10.0%
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 1,200,833 1,416,108 1,333,212 1,385,229 52,017 3.9%
Taxes 838,826 897,880 984,524 979,816 (4,708) -0.5%
Other Expenses 838,217 755,508 742,548 761,359 18,811 2.5%

Total Expenses 25,772,166 27,287,961 27,349,281 28,598,103 1,248,822 4.6%
Net Income (Loss) $ 1,022,855 $ 2455285 $ 1,741,075 $§ 1,747,344 $ 6,269 0.4%
Technology Department
Total Revenues $ 445471 $ 485,635 $ 459,172 $ 458,050 $ (1,122) -0.2%
Purchases 125,878 130,597 130,464 121,322 (9,142) -7.0%
Operating & Maintenance Expenses 130,042 136,344 144,590 153,144 8,554 5.9%
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 63,666 67,042 36,964 38,469 1,505 41%
Taxes - - 0.0%

Total Expenses 319,586 333,983 312,018 312,935 917 0.3%
Net Income (Loss) 125,885 151,652 147,154 145,115 (2,039) -1.4%
Appropriation to Municipality (108,000) (108,000) (108,000) (108,000) - 0.0%
Retained Earnings Increase (Decrease) $ 17,885 $ 43,652 $ 39,154 $ 37,115 $ (2,039) -1.4%
Total Utility
Total Revenues $ 27,240,492 $ 30,228,881 $ 29,549,528 $ 30,803,497 $ 1,253,969 4.2%
Purchase Power & Service Expenses 20,459,008 21,672,598 21,743,116 22,650,196 907,080 4.2%
Operating & Maintenance Expenses 2,691,202 2,812,808 2,820,935 3,095,969 275,034 9.7%
Depreciation & Amortization Expense 1,264,499 1,483,150 1,370,176 1,423,698 53,522 3.9%
Taxes 838,826 897,880 984,524 979,816 (4,708) -0.5%
Other Expenses 838,217 755,508 742,548 761,359 18,811 2.5%

Total Expenses 26,091,752 27,621,944 27,661,299 28,911,038 1,249,739 4.5%
Net Income (Loss) 1,148,740 2,606,937 1,888,229 1,892,459 4,230 0.2%
Appropriation to Municipality (108,000) (108,000) (108,000) (108,000) - 0.0%
Retained Earnings Increase (Decrease) $ 1,040,740 $ 2,498,937 $ 1,780,229 $ 1,784,459 $ 4,230 0.2%

Signed: /s/: Lesley Nemetz
Lesley Nemetz, City Clerk
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Notice of Fall General Election and Sample Ballots
November 3, 2026

Office of the Shawano County Clerk
To the voters of Shawano County:

Notice is hereby given of a general election to be held in the several wards in Shawano County on
November 3rd, 2026 at which the nominees for the offices named below shall be chosen. The names
of the candidates for each office to be voted for, whose nominations have been certified to or filed in
this office, are listed under the title of the office and under the appropriate party or other designation,
together with any referendum questions submitted to a vote, in the sample ballot below.

INFORMATION TO VOTERS

Upon entering the polling place and before being permitted to vote, a voter shall:
» state their name and address
+ show an acceptable form of photo identification*
« sign the poll book**

*If a voter does not have acceptable photo identification, the voter may obtain a free photo ID for voting
from the Division of Motor Vehicles.

**|f the voter is unable to sign the poll book due to disability, a poll worker may write the word “exempt.”

If a voter is not registered to vote, they may register to vote at the polling place serving their residence
if the voter provides proof of residence.

Where ballots are distributed to voters, the initials of two inspectors must appear on the ballot.

Upon being permitted to vote, the voter shall enter a voting booth or go to a machine and cast their
ballot. The vote should not be cast in any manner other than specified here. Sample ballots or other
materials to assist the voter in marking their ballot may be taken into the booth and copied. The
sample ballot shall not be shown to anyone so as to reveal how the ballot is marked.

A voter who is a parent or guardian may be accompanied by the voter's minor child or minor ward.

An election official may inform the voter of the proper manner for casting a vote but the official may not
advise or indicate a particular voting choice.

Assistance for Voting

A voter may select an individual to assist in casting their vote if the voter declares to the presiding
official that they are unable to read, have difficulty reading, writing, or understanding English, or that
due to disability are unable to cast their ballot. The selected individual rendering assistance may not
be the voter's employer or an agent of that employer or an officer or agent of a labor organization which
represents the voter. If a voter is unable to state their name and address, an assistant may also do so
for the voter.

Where Paper Ballots are Used

The voter shall make an “X” or other mark in the square next to the name of the candidate of their
choice for each office for which they intend to vote. To vote for a person whose name does not appear
on the ballot, the voter shall write in the name of the person of their choice in the space provided for a
write-in vote. On referendum questions, the voter shall make an “X” in the square next to "yes" if in
favor of the question, or the voter shall make an “X” in the square next to "no" if opposed to the
question.

Where Optical Scan Voting is Used

The voter shall fill in the oval or connect the arrow next to the name of the candidate of their choice for
each office for which they intend to vote. To vote for a person whose name does not appear on the
ballot, the voter shall write in the name of the person of their choice in the space provided for a write-in
vote and fill in the oval or connect the arrow next to the write-in line. On referendum questions, the
voter shall fill in the oval or connect the arrow next to "yes" if in favor of the question, or the voter shall
fill in the oval or connect the arrow next to "no" if opposed to the question.

When using an electronic ballot marking device (“ImageCast Evolution-ICE”) to mark an optical scan
ballot, the voter shall touch the screen or use the tactile pad to select the name of the candidate of their
choice for each office for which they intend to vote. To vote for a person whose name does not appear
on the ballot, the voter shall touch the screen next to “write-in” and type in the name of the person of
their choice. On referendum questions, the voter shall touch the screen at "yes" if in favor of the
question, or the voter shall touch the screen at "no" if opposed to the question.

Spoiling Ballots

If a voter spoils a paper or optical scan ballot, they shall return it to an election official who shall issue
another ballot in its place, but not more than three ballots shall be issued to any one voter. If the ballot
has not been initialed by two inspectors or is defective in any other way, the voter shall return it to the
election official who shall issue a proper ballot in its place.

After Voting the Ballot

After an official paper ballot is marked, it shall be folded so that the inside marks do not show, but so
the printed endorsements and inspectors' initials on the outside do show. The voter shall then deposit
their folded ballot in the proper ballot box or deliver the ballot to an inspector for deposit and leave the
polling place promptly.

After an official optical scan ballot is marked, it may be inserted in a security sleeve so the marks do
not show. The voter shall then insert the ballot in the voting device or deliver the ballot to an inspector
for deposit. The voter shall leave the polling place promptly.

Raymond Rigsby, Shawano County Clerk

All Shawano County voters will vote for Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of
State, State Treasurer, Sheriff, Coroner, Clerk of Court and three State Referendum Questions. For
Representative in Congress District 7 and 8, Representative to the Assembly District 6, 35, and 87 and
Referendum Questions in the School Districts of Gillett, Seymour, and Pulaski, voters will vote based
on their municipality of residence.

Governor/ Lieutenant Governor
Tom Tiffany/David Varnam, Republican
David Crowley/Sarah Golewski, Democratic

Attorney General
Eric Toney, Republican
Josh Kaul, Democratic

Secretary of State

Jay Schroeder, Republican
JoCasta Zamarripa, Democratic
Pete Karas, Wisconsin Green

State Treasurer
John S. Leiber, Republican
Yee Leng Xiong, Democratic

Representative in Congress, District 8
Tony Wied, Republican
Rick Crosson, Democratic

Representative in Congress, District 7
Michael Alfonso, Republican
Fred Clark, Democratic

Representative to the Assembly, District 6
Elijah Behnke, Republican
Shirley Hinze, Democratic

Representative to the Assembly, District 35
Calvin Callahan, Republican
Elizabeth McCrank, Democratic

Representative to the Assembly, District 87
Brent Jacobson, Republican
Bob Look, Democratic

Shawano County Sheriff
George Lenzner, Republican

Shawano County Coroner
Brian Westfahl, Republican

Shawano County Clerk of Circuit Court
Ethan Schmidt, Republican

Marathon County Sheriff
Chad D. Billeb, Republican

Marathon County Clerk of Circuit Court
Kelly Schremp, Republican

Municipalities represented by the 6th, 35th, and 87th Assembly Districts are as follows:

District 6: Towns of Angelica, Bartelme, Belle Plaine, Green Valley, Hartland, Herman, Lessor, Maple
Grove, Navarino, Pella, Red Springs, Richmond, Seneca, Washington, Waukechon, and Wescott,
Villages of Bonduel, Bowler, Cecil, and Gresham, City of Shawano

District 35: Towns of Aniwa and Hutchins, Villages of Aniwa and Mattoon,

District 87: Towns of Almon, Birnamwood, Fairbanks, Germania, Grant, Morris, and Wittenberg,
Villages of Birnamwood, Eland, Tigerton, and Wittenberg,

State Referenda Questions

QUESTION 1: “Partial veto. Shall section 10 (1) (c) of article V of the constitution be amended to
prohibit the governor, in exercising his or her partial veto authority, from creating or increasing or
authorizing the creation or increase of any tax or fee?”

QUESTION 2: “Freedom to gather in places of worship during an emergency. Shall section 18 of
article | of the constitution, which deals with religious liberty, be amended to prohibit the state or a
political subdivision of the state from ordering the closure of, or forbidding gatherings in, places of
worship in response to a state of emergency, including a public health emergency?”

QUESTION 3: “Governmental entity discrimination prohibited. Shall section 27 of article | of the
constitution be created to prohibit governmental entities in the state from discriminating against, or
granting preferential treatment to, any individual or group on the basis of race, sex, color, ethnicity, or
national origin in public employment, public education, public contracting, or public administration?”

School Referenda Questions

Gillett Schools: “Shall the Gillett School District, Oconto and Shawano Counties, Wisconsin, be
authorized to exceed the revenue limit specified in Section 121.91, of the Wisconsin Statutes, by
$1,900,000 in each year for the 2026-2027, the 2027-2028, and the 2028-2029 school years, for
non-recurring purposes, to sustain student educational programming, operations, and facilities
maintenance?”

Seymour Schools: “Shall the Seymour Community School District, Outagamie and Shawano
Counties, Wisconsin be authorized to exceed the revenue limit specified in Section 121.91, Wisconsin
Statutes, by $5,000,000 per year for three years, beginning with the 2027-2028 school year and ending
with the 2029-2030 school year, for non-recurring purposes consisting of operational and maintenance
expenses, including expenses related to staffing and to maintain programs and services?”

Pulaski Schools: "Shall the Pulaski Community School District, Brown, Oconto, Shawano and
Outagamie Counties, Wisconsin be authorized to issue pursuant to Chapter 67 of the Wisconsin
Statutes, general obligation bonds in an amount not to exceed $59,800,000 for the public purpose of
paying the cost of a school facility improvement project consisting of: construction of an addition and
renovations at Lannoye Elementary School, including for classrooms, special education, and support
spaces; renovations at Pulaski Community Middle School in Career and Technology Education (CTE),
including Technology and Engineering Education, Agriscience, Family and Consumer Science, and
Business and Information Technology classroom spaces, and conversion of the existing pool to a
multi-purpose activity facility; construction of additions and renovations at Pulaski High School,
including for a community swimming pool facility, a fithess/weight center, wrestling space, additions and
renovations to Career and Technology Education (CTE) classroom spaces in select program areas,
renovations to classrooms and labs, and construction of tennis courts and parking lot expansion;
district-wide capital maintenance, building systems and site improvements; and acquisition of furnish-
ings, fixtures and equipment?"
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NOTICE OF REFERENDUM ELECTION
November 3, 2026

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at an election to be held in the several towns, villages, wards, and
election districts of the State of Wisconsin, on Tuesday, November 3, 2026, the following questions will
be submitted to a vote of the people pursuant to law:

2025 Senate Joint Resolution 116

To amend section 10(1)(c) of article V; relating to: prohibiting the governor from using the partial veto to
create or increase any tax or fee.

Whereas, the 2023 legislature in regular session considered a proposed amendment to the constitution
in 2023 Assembly Joint Resolution 112, which became 2023 Enrolled Joint Resolution 16, and agreed
to it by a majority of the members elected to each of the two houses, which proposed amendment
reads as follows:

Section 1. Section 10 (1) (c) of article V of the constitution is amended to read:

[Article V] Section 10 (1) (c) In approving an appropriation bill in part, the governor may not create a
new word by rejecting individual letters in the words of the enrolled bill, and may not create a new
sentence by combining parts of 2 or more sentences of the enrolled bill, and may not create or
increase or authorize the creation or increase of any tax or fee.

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the senate, the assembly concurring, That the foregoing proposed
amendment to the constitution is agreed to by the 2025 legislature; and, be it further

Resolved, That the foregoing proposed amendment to the constitution be submitted to a vote of the
people at the election to be held on the first Tuesday of November 2026; and, be it further
Resolved, That the questions concerning ratification of the foregoing proposed amendment to the
constitution be stated on the ballot as follows:

QUESTION 1: “Partial veto. Shall section 10 (1) (c) of article V of the constitution be amended to
prohibit the governor, in exercising his or her partial veto authority, from creating or increasing or
authorizing the creation or increase of any tax or fee?”

2025 Assembly Joint Resolution 10

To amend section 18 of article | of the constitution; relating to: the freedom to gather in places of
worship during a state of emergency.

Whereas, the 2023 legislature in regular session considered a proposed amendment to the constitution
in 2023 Senate Joint Resolution 54, which became 2023 Enrolled Joint Resolution 11, and agreed to it
by a majority of the members elected to each of the two houses, which proposed amendment reads as
follows:

Section 1. Section 18 of article | of the constitution is created to read:

[Article I] Section 18. The right of every person to worship Almighty God according to the dictates of
conscience shall never be infringed; nor shall any person be compelled to attend, erect or support any
place of worship, or to maintain any ministry, without consent; nor shall any control of, or interference
with, the rights of conscience be permitted, or any preference be given by law to any religious
establishments or modes of worship; nor shall any money be drawn from the treasury for the benefit of
religious societies, or religious or theological seminaries; nor shall the state or a political subdivision of
the state order the closure of or forbid gatherings in places of worship in response to a state of
emergency at the national, state, or local level, including an emergency related to public health.

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the assembly, the senate concurring, That the foregoing proposed
amendments to the constitution is agreed to by the 2025 legislature; and, be it further

Resolved, That the foregoing proposed amendments to the constitution be submitted to a vote of the
people at the election to be held on the first Tuesday of November 2026; and, be it further

Resolved, That the question concerning ratification of the foregoing proposed amendments to the
constitution be stated on the ballot as follows:

QUESTION 2: “Freedom to gather in places of worship during an emergency. Shall section 18 of
article | of the constitution, which deals with religious liberty, be amended to prohibit the state or a
political subdivision of the state from ordering the closure of, or forbidding gatherings in, places of
worship in response to a state of emergency, including a public health emergency?”

2025 Assembly Joint Resolution 102

To create section 27 of article | of the constitution; relating to: prohibiting governmental entity discrimi-
nation.

Whereas, the 2023 legislature in regular session considered a proposed amendment to the constitution
in 2023 Assembly Joint Resolution 109, which became 2023 Enrolled Joint Resolution 15, and agreed
to it by a majority of the members elected to each of the two houses, which proposed amendment
reads as follows:

Section 1. Section 27 of article | of the constitution is created to read:

[Article I] Section 27 (1) In this section, “governmental entity” means the state, its political subdivisions
including municipalities, the University of Wisconsin System, the Technical College System, any public
college or university, any public school district, and any office, department, independent agency, board,
commission, authority, institution, association, society, or other body in state or local government
created or authorized to be created by the constitution or any law, including the legislature and the
courts.

(2) A governmental entity may not discriminate against, or grant preferential treatment to, any
individual or group on the basis of race, sex, color, ethnicity, or national origin in public employment,
public education, public contracting, or public administration.

(3) This section does not prohibit action that must be taken to establish or maintain eligibility
for any federal program, if ineligibility would result in a loss of federal funds to the governmental entity.

(4) Nothing in this section prohibits bona fide qualifications based on sex that are reasonably
necessary to the normal operation of public employment, public education, public contracting, or public
administration.

(5) If any part or parts of this section are found to be in conflict with the United States
Constitution or federal law, the section shall be implemented to the maximum extent that the United
States Constitution and federal law permit. Any provision of this section held invalid shall be severable
from the remaining portions of this section.

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the assembly, the senate concurring, That the foregoing proposed
amendments to the constitution is agreed to by the 2025 legislature; and, be it further

Resolved, That the foregoing proposed amendments to the constitution be submitted to a vote of the
people at the election to be held on the first Tuesday of November 2026; and, be it further

Resolved, That the question concerning ratification of the foregoing proposed amendments to the
constitution be stated on the ballot as follows:

QUESTION 3: “Governmental entity discrimination prohibited. Shall section 27 of article | of the
constitution be created to prohibit governmental entities in the state from discriminating against, or
granting preferential treatment to, any individual or group on the basis of race, sex, color, ethnicity, or
national origin in public employment, public education, public contracting, or public administration?”

Explanatory Statements as to the Questions
Explanatory statement regarding Question 1:

Under current law, the Governor may partially veto language in a spending bill passed by the Legisla-
ture. The veto may result in either more or fewer taxes or fees being imposed and may also result in
local government entities being authorized to increase or decrease local taxes or fees.

The proposed amendment would add a new clause to Article V, section 10(1)(c) of the Wisconsin
Constitution, providing that the Governor’s veto “may not create or increase or authorize the creation or
increase of any tax or fee.” This language would not only prevent a veto from increasing any state
taxes or fees, but also prevent a veto from allowing local governments, such as school districts, to
increase their own taxes or fees.

A “yes” vote on Question 1 would vote to amend Wis. Const. art. V, § 10(1)(c) to prohibit the Governor
from partially vetoing a spending bill in a way that would create or increase or authorize the creation or
increase of any tax or fee.

A “no” vote on Question 1 would vote not to amend Wis. Const. art. V § 10(1)(c) of the Wisconsin
Constitution.

Explanatory statement regarding Question 2:

Under current law, Article |, section 18 of the Wisconsin Constitution, like the First Amendment of the
U.S. Constitution, protects religious rights. In a declared state of emergency, officials may limit public
gatherings, including religious gatherings, so long as religious and secular gatherings are treated
equivalently.

The proposed amendment would add a new clause to the end of Article I, section 18, prohibiting the
state and local governments from ordering the closure or forbidding gatherings “in places of worship”
when there is a state of emergency. That language would prevent officials from forbidding gatherings in
places of worship even when other types of public gatherings have been closed.

A “yes” vote on Question 2 would vote to amend Wis. Const. art. I, § 18. The amendment would
prohibit the state and local governments from closing or prohibiting gatherings in places of worship
during a state of emergency.

A “no” vote on Question 2 would vote not to amend Wis. Const. art. |, § 18 of the Wisconsin Constitu-
tion.

Explanatory statement regarding Question 3:

Under current law, both under Atrticle I, section 1 of the Wisconsin Constitution and the Equal Protec-
tion Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, states and local governments may
not discriminate based on race, ethnicity, color, national origin, or sex except under specific circum-
stances. For race, color, ethnicity, or national origin, discrimination in favor of or against a group is
permissible only if the government has a compelling interest and a narrowly tailored remedy. For sex,
discrimination is permissible if it serves an important government interest and is substantially related to
that interest. Current law also makes distinctions depending on whether discrimination is overt and
intentional, or merely a disparate impact of a neutral policy.

The proposed amendment would create a new provision, Article |, section 27, which would prohibit
state and local governmental entities from discriminating or granting preferential treatment based on
race, sex, color, ethnicity, or national origin in public employment, public education, public contracting,
or public administration.

This language appears to impose stricter standards against discrimination than the standards under
current state and federal law.

The amendment contains three exceptions. It does not apply if it would cause the governmental entity
(1) to lose eligibility for a federal program or (2) to violate federal law. And the amendment’s prohibition
on treating people differently based on sex does not apply to measures that are “reasonably neces-
sary” to the “normal operation” of public employment, education, contracting, or administration.

A “yes” vote on Question 3 would vote to create a new provision of the Wisconsin Constitution—Wis.
Const. art. |, § 18, which would prohibit any governmental entity from discriminating or granting
preferential treatment based on race, sex, color, ethnicity, or national origin in public employment,
public education, public contracting, or public administration.

A “no” vote on Question 3 would vote not to add Wis. Const. art. | § 18 to the
Wisconsin Constitution.

DONE in the City of Shawano, on October 21, 2026
Raymond Rigsby, Shawano County Clerk

311 N Main St, Shawano, WI 54166

715-526-9150

Notice of Primary Election
Tuesday, November 3rd, 2026
Notice of Location and Hours of Polling Place

Notice is hereby given that the General Election will be held on Tuesday, November 3rd, 2026 in
all Towns, Villages and City in Shawano County. All polling places will be open at 7:00 a.m. and
will close at 8:00 p.m. All polling places are accessible to elderly and voters with disabilities.
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CLASSIFIEDS

MISCELLANEOUS | MISCELLANEOUS MARINE HELP WANTED APARTMENTS APARTMENTS

Consumer Cellular - the
same reliable, nationwide
coverage as the largest car-
riers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and activa-
tion is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month.
For more information, call
1-833-518-2155

Audien Hearing. The world’s
first hearing aid with touch-
screen controls. No tiny but-
tons, apps or prescriptions.
45-day risk free trial. Free
shipping. Lifetime support.
More than 1.5 million happy
customers. Call Audien
1-833-824-3349

PUPPIES FOR SALE
German Shorthaired
Purebred Puppies
for Sale
Oconto Falls: 920-604-1988
$500 each

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath
or shower in as little as one
day. For a limited time, waiv-
ing ALL installation costs!
(Additional terms apply.
Subject to change and vary
by dealer.

Offer ends 12/27/26.)
Call 1-844-260-2934

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduction!
Call Veteran Car Donations
at 1-888-425-2108 today!

BOAT & PONTOON
CLEARANCE
PRICING ON OVER 400
FISHING BOATS, PON-
TOONS, WAKE BOATS,
ATVs, SIDExSIDES AND
MORE.

HUGE DISCOUNTS.
DON'T MISS OUT.
AMERIDAN MARINE
& MOTORSPORTS,
SHAWANO.
866-955-BOAT (2628)

LOOKING TO BUY

LOOKING TO BUY GOOD
USED MINI VAN
Under 200K miles. 2016 or
newer. No rust. Dark color.
715-526-7285

HELP WANTED!

S&K hardwoods have a new
supervisor on duty, and we
are seeking the following job
positions to be filled; Forklift/
End loader Operator,
Wood Piler (with chance to
move up), and Truck Driver.
If interested, you
can find us on indeed, stop
by our office, or email your
resume to office @
kerstenlumberco.com.
Located at
295 US HWY 45,
Birnamwood.

1330 E Lieg Ave
2 bedrooms
Great location
Parking avail.
Starting at $950 + deposit
Pete 715-218-5731

1350 E Lieg Ave
Beautiful recently
Fully Remodeled
2 bedrooms
Great loc. Garage avail.
Starting at $950 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

Mountain Bay Trail
Apartments
1/2/3 Bedrooms
Onsite Management
Heat Included
Single Car Garage
W/D in apartment
Rent begins at $885
715-526-8790

445 Humphrey Cr.
Beautiful Fully Remodeled
1 or 2 Bedroom
Convenient location
Garage Available
Starting at $855 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

Inspectors will convene as a joint méefing of the Local Board of Canvassers and the Municipal Board
of Canvassers for the purpose of conducting the local and municipal canvasses pursuant to Wis. Stat.
§§7.51 and 7.53(1). This meeting will be open to the public pursuant to Wis. Stat. §§ 19.81-89
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OBITUARIES

JAMES ROBERT ‘JIM’ ALLBAUGH

Coach James Robert (Jim)
Allbaugh, of Shawano (for-
merly of Richland Center),
gave us an “Irish goodbye”
on Thursday, Oct. 15, 2026,
making a peaceful depar-
ture from this

wrestler to win a National
Junior College Athletic As-
sociation (NJCAA) title at
177 pounds. The team won
the Wisconsin Junior Col-
lege state title, and Jim had
the honor of

world during
the seventh in-
ning stretch of
Game 4 of the
Brewers Na-
tional League
Championship
Series sweep
over the Dodg-
ers  sending
Milwaukee
to the World
Series, which
seemed odd as

being chosen
WJACC Wres-
tling Coach of
the Year.

Jim and
over 100 vol-
unteers began
a late winter
youth  wres-
ting tourna-
ment. It grew
to be the larg-
est in Wiscon-
sin and the

he was mostly
of German heritage.

Coach Allbaugh was sur-
rounded by his family, enjoy-
ing a great game, after having
run the good race of life with
a Personal Best time of 80
years, two months and 17.75
days. At his birthday party
this past July, he said, “Not
too bad for an old guy.”

His final “meet” took place
at The Cottages-Memory Care
where he wasn'’t quite able to
overcome that last obstacle of
dementia, but boy did he en-
joy his winning team and as-
sistant coaches better known
as RNs, CNAs and staff at
The Cottages and ThedaCare-
Hospice. His team also in-
cluded his wife, Mary, and
kids, Todd, Heather and Mike,
along with so many friends,
former wrestlers, cross coun-
try runners, assistant coach-
es and former students who
made this meet his best race
yet.

Jim was born July 27, 1946,
in Richland Center, to his par-
ents Robert “Bob” and Mar-
guerite Allbaugh and raised
on the homestead dairy farm
in Bloom Township. He at-
tended Ekelberry School, a
one-room first through eighth
grade country school just up
the road. He was a 1964 grad-
uate of Richland Center High
School, lettering in football,
wrestling and track. A solid
foundation in wrestling was
set by his high school coach-
es, Vern Peiper, Al Bauman
and Norris Hattelstad.

Jim graduated from Rich-
land County Teachers College
in 1966 and began his teach-
ing and coaching career at
the age of 19 at Ithaca Public
Schools. As head coach from
1969-74, his wrestling teams
were 66-12-2.

The first junior high wres-
tling tournament in Wiscon-
sin began at Ithaca. The first
Grappalettes Club in Wis-
consin, a girls club designed
to help promote wrestling,
was started at Ithaca. During
this time, through summer
schools and night classes,
Jim obtained his bachelor’s
degree in elementary edu-
cation at the University of
Wisconsin-Platteville.

In the fall of 1974, Jim was
hired at the University of Wis-
consin-Richland in Richland
Center as health and physi-
cal education teacher, ath-
letic director, head wrestling
coach and head cross country
coach.

In 1978, Paul Nooyen be-
came the first Wisconsin

Midwest, with
over 1,200 wrestlers from five
states and Canada.

While at UWR, Jim was
chosen for several leadership
positions, and he completed
his master’s degree in health
and physical education at Wi-
nona State University in Wi-
nona, Minnesota.

In the early 1980s, he
joined the Bay-Lakes Council
of the Boy Scouts of America
as a regional director, where
he met the love of his life,
Mary, who would go on to
become his wife and partner
in his coaching endeavors at
Shawano where they would
make their home. Jim was in-
ducted into the Order of the
Arrow, Scouting’s national
honor society.

Jim and Mary also began
The Jukebox: Mobile DJ Ser-
vice and played countless
dances, weddings, reunions
and community events across
northeast Wisconsin.

During the 1982-83 school
year, Jim was the first wres-
tling coach at the University
of Wisconsin-Green Bay; un-
fortunately, the program was
discontinued.

In 1984, Jim was hired by
the Shawano Public Schools
to teach middle school math
and served as head wrestling
coach (1984-94) and head
cross country coach (1986-
98). Jim coached the boys and
girls varsity cross country
teams, which grew from nine
runners to more than 50.

Shawano won five Bay
Conference titles and quali-
fied athletes to both the state
cross country and state wres-
tling meets in the same years,
1992 and 1994. This was the
only time in school history
the same coach accomplished
that in two separate sports.

During his tenure as
Shawano wrestling coach,
promotion of the sport was
paramount. An exciting slide,
music and light introduction
was created to build excite-
ment at the introductions for
dual meets. In 1986, he and
his staff started the Shawano
Holiday Classic Tournament.
For the finals, they turned
down the lights and devel-
oped a Parade of Champions,
a format later introduced to
the WIAA State Wrestling
Finals.

During his time at Shawa-
no, Jim served on the WIAA
Wrestling Advisory Board
and the Wisconsin Wrestling
Coaches Executive Commit-
tee from 1986-90. Serving
as District 2 Representative

allowed Jim to serve Wiscon-
sin wrestling and add input to
improve the sport.

Without hesitation, Jim
would say being involved with
the original group that devel-
oped the 7% Rule in weight
reduction guidelines was a
highlight. Being involved with
this committee allowed the
Shawano High School wres-
tling program to be the first to
implement this program. The
7% Rule is now the accepted
weight reduction guideline
for every high school and col-
lege in the nation.

Jim received the 20 Years
of Service to Wrestling award
from the WWCA in 1990.
He was named Dedicated
Teacher of the Year in 1992
by Shawano Public Schools.
Jim spent 38 years officiating
WIAA and NCAA wrestling
and also officiated WIAA foot-
ball and volleyball.

His 45 years of teach-
ing, coaching and officiating
at levels from elementary
through college, from 1966
through 2011, were truly an
honor and a blessing.

In 2012, Coach Allbaugh
was enshrined in the George
Martin Wisconsin Wrestling
Hall of Fame. Jim credited
John Berndt, Norris Hattel-
stad, Gary Gutknecht and
the Wisconsin Wrestling
Coaches Association for de-
veloping and working on the
nomination. He has since
been inducted into the Itha-
ca Wrestling, Richland Cen-
ter Wrestling, UW-Richland
Outstanding Alumni and
Shawano Athletics halls of
fame.

Jim is survived by his wife,
Mary, of Shawano; son, Todd
Allbaugh, of Madison; daugh-
ter, Heather (Michael) Gal-
loy, of Eau Claire; son, Mike
(Emily) Ulysses, of Portland,
Oregon; granddaughters,
Addison and Isabel Galloy,
of Eau Claire; sisters, Peggy
Allbaugh, of Charlotte, North
Carolina, and Mary Allbaugh,
of Madison; his lifelong best
friend, John (Edwina) Melby,
of Muscoda; several nieces
and nephews; and countless
wrestlers, runners, assistant
coaches and friends. Coach
Allbaugh’s family is enor-
mously grateful to everyone
for their support.

A celebration of life will
be held Saturday, Oct. 31, at
Hope Church of Shawano,
beginning with coffee, dough-
nuts and visitation from 9
a.m. until noon. The celebra-
tion of life will begin at noon,
followed by a light luncheon.
Everyone is welcome.

Swedberg Funeral Home
and Hope Church, both of
Shawano, are assisting the
family with arrangements.

To quote one of Coach All-
baugh’s favorite songs from
Larry Gatlin and The Gatlin
Brothers, “If, when you’re
running, the wind is always
in your face — just keep on
running, ‘cause the wind,
the wind is bound to change,
bound to change”

“Do you not know that in a
race all the runners run, but
only one gets the prize? Run
in such a way as to get the
prize.” - 1 Corinthians 9:24

www.swedbergfuneral-
home.com

AGNES S. FILTZ

Agnes S. Filtz, 100, of Galloway,
peacefully passed away Thursday, Oct.
22, 2026, at her home, under the care
of her family and Compassus Hospice.

Agnes was born July 11, 1926,
in the Town of Alban, the daugh-
ter of John and Alex-

a caregiver to many, always willing to
offer a helping hand, a kind word, or a
comforting presence to those in need.

Agnes is survived by her children,
Henry (Joanne) Filtz Jr., Karl Filtz,
Doris Filtz, Terry (Tina) Filtz and
Sandy (Bill) Lewan-

andra (Keruchenko)
Gilmeister.

On May 3, 1947, Ag-
nes was united in mar-
riage to Henry Filtz Sr.
at St. Adalbert’s Catholic
Church in Rosholt. He
preceded her in death
on June 11, 1998.

The couple lived in
Milwaukee for three
years, then settled in
Galloway where they
operated a dairy farm.

dowski; 17 grandchil-
dren, Charles (Connie)
Filtz, Monica (Tom) Kl-
emm, Janelle (Boone)
Severson, Jesse (Me-
lissa) Filtz, Kari (Den-
nis) Tryba, Joe (Krista)
Filtz, Dan (Holly) Filtz,
Mike (Irma) Filtz, Matt
(Taylor) Filtz, Kevin
Filtz, Maria Larson, Lau-
rie Filtz Lewandowski,
Eric Filtz, Ashley (Bran-
don) O’Conner, Allison

Agnes was a devoted
and very active member of St. Jo-
seph Catholic Church. She was a life-
time member of the Rosary Society
and served as president of the Parish
Council of Catholic Women. She also
served as a eucharistic minister and
brought Holy Communion to people
who were homebound, sharing her
faith and offering comfort to those un-
able to attend Mass.

For 36 years, Agnes provided fresh
flowers for the church altar, add-
ing beauty to the place that meant so
much to her. She also showed com-
passion to families grieving the loss
of a loved one by baking desserts for
them and presenting a rose in remem-
brance of a deceased member of the
church.

Agnes also volunteered at Homme
Home of Wittenberg and prayed the ro-
sary with residents in Polish. She was
a member of the Secular Franciscans
in Stevens Point. She dearly loved her
children and grandchildren, God and
her church. Her faith was a guiding
force throughout her life. Agnes was

(Chris) Jacobs, Alex
Lewandowski and Mary (R.J.) Kluck;
32 great-grandchildren; and two
great-great-grandchildren.

Agnes was preceded in death by
her parents; her husband; daughter-
in-law, Kathy Filtz; grandson-in-law,
Bradley Larson; great-grandson, Zack-
ariah McCarty; sisters, Mary Pezews-
ki, Katherine Stanislawski, Angeline
Lorbecki, Regina Trzebiatowski and
Ann Trzebiatowski; brothers, Frankie,
Harry, Max, Stanley and John Gilmeis-
ter Jr.

A Mass of Christian burial will be
held at 11 a.m. Wednesday, Oct. 28,
2026, at St. Joseph Catholic Church,
Galloway. Burial will be in the parish
cemetery. There will be a rosary re-
cited at 8:30 a.m. Wednesday, at the
church, with a visitation at 9 a.m. until
the time of Mass at the church.

Schmidt and Schulta Funeral
Home, Wittenberg, is assisting the
family with funeral arrangements.
Memories and messages of support
may be shared at schmidtshulta.
com.

PATRICK N. KNITTER

Patrick N. Knitter, 65, of Elderon,
passed away peacefully Oct 7, 2026, at
Marshfield Hospital.

Pat was born May 24, 1961, a son of
Nick and Ann (Bushman) Knitter and
proudly raised in Galloway on his fa-

business.

Pat will forever be known for his
love of cars and his skills as a me-
chanic. He was always ready to get his
hands dirty and lend a helping hand in
the garage He was a true grease mon-

ther’s 800-acre family
potato farm. He spent
his foundational years
working the land along-
side his family.

Pat was especially
drawn to the mechani-
cal side of farming. He
and his dad worked
closely together to keep
the heavy farm equip-
ment running. Learning
directly from his father
Pat developed a life-
long mechanical genius

key at heart. Pat will be
remembered for his love
of all things automotive
and the memories he
created with family and
friends. He was a man
who liked fixing what
was broken and leaving

things a little better than
he found them.
When Pat wasn’t

wrenching on some-
thing in the garage back
in the day, he could also
be found at a pool table,

and a unique knack for
working with his hands that would de-
fine his entire life.

His incredible passion for mechan-
ics and vehicles guided his profes-
sional career. Many in the region will
remember Pat from his time manag-
ing and maintaining the vehicles for
Pan-A-Live Pizza out of Rosholt, en-
suring their operations ran smoothly
day in and day out. Later he brought
his extensive expertise, dedication
and sharp eye for detail to Barry’s
Body Shop where he worked for many
years.

Most recently, Pat dedicated the
last 20 years of his career serving as a
master mechanic for Bushman Truck-
ing. Working for the business allowed
Pat to combine his exceptional techni-
cal talents with his deep family roots
as the company is owned and oper-
ated by his cousins. He took immense
pride in his work, always willing to
track down a difficult mechanical
problem and fix it right for the family

on a snowmobile or on
a dirt bike.

Pat is survived by his siblings, Ron
Knitter, Karen Collins, Barbara Knit-
ter, Debra Puckett, Pamela Flees and
Bruce Knitter; as well as many be-
loved nieces, nephews, cousins, ex-
tended relatives, co-workers and dear
friends.

He was preceded in death by his
loving parents, Nick and Ann (Bush-
man) Knitter; his grandparents, Jo-
seph and Mary Bushman, Frank and
Francis Knitter; his beloved godpar-
ents, Ernest “Ernie” and Mavis Bush-
man; his sister-in-law, Jan Knitter; his
brothers-in-law, Don Collins, Frank
“Chip” Holmes, Dennis Puckett;, and
several aunts and uncles.

There will be a celebration of Pat’s
life at a later time and place to be
determined.

Mid Wisconsin Cremation Society
is assisting family at this time. On-
line condolences may be expressed at
MWCS.WS.
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