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Gillett schools try again for referendum
Board seeks $5.7M 
over three years for 

operational expenses
By LEE PULASKI

City Editor

The Gillett School District has learned 
lessons from a failed operational refer-
endum in April and made some adjust-
ments to ask for smaller bites when it 
asks voters to approve overriding state-
mandated funding caps this November.

The previous referendum was for five 
years, with the district’s ask starting at 
$2 million in the first year but more than 
doubling by the 2030-31 school to $4.3 
million. The funding for the first two 
years was expected to bring teacher pay 
up from the bottom in the region and 
the bottom 15 of the state’s 421 school 
districts.

This time around, the district is seek-
ing a three-year override that asks for 
$1.9 million each of the next three years, 
starting with the current one that started 
in July. The projections by the district in-
dicate there will be a hike in the tax levy 
this year, followed by a decrease for the 
following two years.

A lot of the additional money would 
be used for increasing teacher pay. Su-
perintendent Nathan Hanson said the 
money would not be enough to bring Gil-
lett to the 50th percentile, but it should 
cut down on the number of good teachers 
leaving the district for higher pay.

“We had four different teachers leave 
this year for $10,000 raises,” Hanson said. 
“All of our other staff who have left have 
reported they went and got a bigger in-
crease in wage.”

Gillett School Board President Robin 
Banaszynski said the board looked at the 
feedback from the community, and one of 
the criticisms of the last referendum was 
that the amount of money changed from 
year to year, while another was the five-
year term. Banaszynski said the board 
decided to simplify and limit the time of 
the override even though it means having 
to ask voters for another referendum in 
three years.

“It’s hard, especially here,” Banaszyn-
ski said. “It’s hard to ask the voters for 
money.”

Hanson noted the three-year term 
would allow the district to project more 
conservatively what expenses will be in 
that amount of time versus five years, as 
well as see what the state does with edu-
cation funding in the future. However, he 
said a demerit is the smaller referendum 
will result in spending deficits for the 
second and third years, whereas the five-
year referendum kept Gillett afloat for all 
five years.

Failure of the referendum would end 
up putting the district in a deficit of $1.4 

million in 2026-27 and escalating to al-
most $2.3 million in the 2028-29 school 
year. The district would have to look 
at other measures to balance the bud-
get each year, including increased class 
sizes, struggles with staff retention, and 
elimination of programs and electives.

Cutting the electives would be a bad 
thing for students, because many of those 
electives help steer students toward a 

ABOVE: First grade students work on team 
building exercises Sept. 3 at Gillett Elemen-
tary School as a new school year starts. 
While class sizes are manageable now, not 
getting more funding for the schools could 
result in the district having to trim more 
teaching positions, which would cause class 
sizes to increase.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
RIGHT: A brand new school year means chil-
dren filling the hallways of Gillett Elemen-
tary School, along with the classrooms. The 
Gillett School Board seeks a $5.7 million ref-
erendum to keep quality education in Gillett.

LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

REFERENDUM, continued on page 3
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Pytaks serve communities one meal at a time
Oconto Falls restaurant provide 

meals to county’s elderly
By GREG SEUBERT

Correspondent

An Oconto Falls busi-
ness has created a suc-
cessful partnership with a 
Marinette County elderly 
services agency to provide 
in-person and delivered 
meals to Oconto County 
residents.

Becky Pytak and her 
husband, David, own and 
operate The Main Course, 
which has been based at 
the Oconto Falls Commu-
nity and Senior Center for 
the past year.

The Pytaks provide 
meals three days a week 
through the Meals on 
Wheels program while also 
running The Main Course 
three days a week out of 
the senior center after mov-
ing the business from Main 
Street in Oconto Falls.

“David is the main cook 
and I do a lot of the manag-
ing,” Becky Pytak said. “He 
probably does 75% of the 
cooking, and I do 25%.”

On a typical day, the 
Pytaks and their staff will 
cook food for delivered 
meals, meals served at the 
senior center and food for 
The Main Course.

About 25 people will 
go to the senior center for 
lunch starting at noon, and 
Pytak also prepares home-
delivered meals for about 
60 people.

Most people that come 
in for lunch live alone or 
are older, Pytak said.

“You have to be 60, 
that’s the only requirement, 
for eating here,” she said. 

“There’s a tiny bit more 
when it comes to delivery, 
but usually, if you’ve been 
in the hospital or are living 
alone and don’t have regu-
lar transportation, you gen-
erally quality for delivery. 
It’s nice that they can have 
a homemade meal.”

The Pytaks come up with 
a menu for each month. 
Baked haddock is a popu-
lar Meals on Wheels menu 
item, according to Pytak.

“As the months go by, 
you figure out what peo-
ple really like,” Pytak said. 
“Baked haddock is some-
thing we do twice a month 
because they love it and 
it brings in quite a few 
people.”

About 75% of those that 
eat at the senior center 
come in all three days.

“They like it because 
they’re older,” Pytak said. 
“Some of them might have 
failing health. Some of them 
are just tired of cooking for 
two people.”

There is a suggested do-
nation of $5 for each meal 
served at the senior center 
and $6 for each delivered 
meal.

“They get the whole meal 
and then they get milk, fruit 
and three times a month, I 
make a dessert,” Pytak said. 
“A lot of people appreciate 
the cost of the meal.”

The Main Course is 
hired through Marinette 
County to provide catered 
food and manage the site. 
Marinette County handles 
arrangements for Marinette 
and Oconto counties.

“It’s worked out for the 

senior center having some-
one here regularly,” Pytak 
said. “It brings more people 
into the building. We do 
activities before (lunch). 
We do bingo, cards, crafts. 
Sometimes, there are peo-
ple who come and talk. 
Bingo is the big thing.”

Meals on Wheels meals 
are served starting at noon 
on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday, while The Main 
Course is open from 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Wednesday and 
Thursday and 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Friday.

People that show up at 
the senior center are asked 

to make a reservation at 
least a day in advance so 
Pytak can plan how many 
meals to prepare. Reserva-
tions can be made by call-
ing 920-373-7717.

Olivia Cherry is execu-
tive director of Marinette 
County Elderly Services, 
which oversees the Meals 
on Wheels program for 
Oconto and Marinette 
counties.

Last year, the senior 
nutrition program served 
54,448 meals between 
the two counties, includ-
ing 2,205 in-person meals 
and 15,659 home-delivered 
meals in Oconto County; 
and 13,130 in-person meals 
and 27,454 home-delivered 
meals in Marinette County.

“Oconto Falls is just one 
of our eight senior dining 
locations throughout Mari-
nette and Oconto counties,” 
Cherry said. “Now that 
Becky and David are here 
catering the meals for this 
site, I don’t have to worry 
too much about Oconto 
Falls, because they do a 
great job.”

Other locations in Ocon-
to County are located at the 
Mountain Community Cen-
ter, 13413 state highways 32 
and 64, Mountain, where 
meals are served at noon 
Tuesdays and Thursdays; 
and River City Diner and 
Smokehouse, 805 Brazeau 
Ave., Oconto, where meals 
are served from 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Tuesdays.

Reservations for the 
Mountain site can be made 
by calling 715-850-3773. 
Reservations in Oconto 
can be made by calling 
715-854-7453.

Marinette’s locations are 
in Goodman, Niagara, Criv-
itz, Peshtigo and Marinette 
and serve meals from one 
to four days a week, de-
pending on the location.

Anyone interested in 
receiving home-delivered 
meals in either county 
through the Meals on 
Wheels program can con-
tact Marinette County 
Elderly Services and be 
screened to see if they 
qualify.

Cherry said she’s no-
ticed an increase in the 
number of home-delivered 
meal inquiries because of 
the current economy.

“Obviously, food and fuel 
costs haven’t been great for 
anybody,” she said. “That 
affects our program as 
well. About two-thirds of 
the state has a wait list for 
home-delivered meals and 
we do not. We’ve been try-
ing really hard over the 
last few years to not have a 
wait list. Right now, we will 
reach anybody in Marinette 
or Oconto counties who 
needs them.”

Cherry wants to spread 
the word about in-person 
dining at the meal sites in 
both counties.

“We can feed a lot of 
people at our locations,” 
she said. “Anybody over the 
age of 60 can come to any 
of those locations and get a 
meal. It’s not easy to cook 
for one or two people.”

Government programs 
subsidize the cost of the 
meal to keep it affordable 
for seniors.

“Our full-meal cost is 
about $14.50, but in or-
der to keep the program 

affordable and have people 
participate, we ask for a 
suggested donation of $5 
in-person and $6 home-de-
livered,” Cherry said.

Cherry and Pytak said 
it’s important to offer pro-
grams such as Meals on 
Wheels.

“Every year, our drivers 
find an emergency,” Cherry 
said. “They always follow 
the same procedure every 
delivery if there would be 
an emergency. We recently 
had a gentleman that had 
an emergency and the 
driver called 9-1-1, stayed 
with him until help arrived 
and then went on with his 
deliveries. That man ended 
up in intensive care and 
eventually was able to go 
back home a few days lat-
er. Without that driver be-
ing there that day, finding 
him and calling for help, it 
could have been a different 
scenario.”

Pytak said the arrange-
ment has worked well for 
her business, local Meals 
on Wheels coordinators 
and those who receive the 
meals, whether at the se-
nior center or at their home.

“When we moved to the 
senior center so we could 
cook for Meals on Wheels, 
it was one of the greatest 
blessings God has given me 
aside from my family,” she 
said. “We feel like we are 
doing more of a service for 
the community now. See-
ing the people during the 
dine-in meal warms my 
heart. They are happy, smil-
ing and always so apprecia-
tive and caring.”

seubert4@gmail.com

Becky Pytak stocks potato chips at The Main Course, the restaurant she and her husband, David, own and operate at the 
Oconto Falls Community and Senior Center on Caldwell Avenue in Oconto Falls.� GREG SEUBERT

Becky Pytak, left, and Olivia Cherry work together to provide thousands of in-person and 
home-delivered meals each year in Oconto County through the Meals on Wheels program. 
Pytak’s restaurant, The Main Course, located at the Oconto Falls Community and Senior 
Center, provides meals three times a week throughout Oconto County. Cherry is the execu-
tive director of Marinette County Elderly Services, which manages the Meals on Wheels 
program for both counties.� GREG SEUBERT
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JOHN H. ARNDT SR.

John H. Arndt Sr., 76, of Rock, 
passed away Saturday, Aug. 29, 2026, at 
OSF St. Francis Hospital in Escanaba, 
Michigan.

He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Ruth Arndt, and his parents, Hen-
ry and Anastasia Arndt. He left behind 

his three children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

Private services will be held at the 
convenience of the family. 

The Skradski Family Funeral Homes 
of Delta County are assisting the Arndt 
family.

DUANE F. BATCHELOR
Duane F. Batchelor, 64, 

of Little Suamico, passed 
away Wednesday, Aug. 
26, 2026, at a local hos-
pital. The son of Louis 
and Margaret (Lawrence) 
Grell was born Feb. 10, 
1962, in Dodgeville.

Duane grew up in Pla-
no, Illinois, and gradu-
ated from Plano High 
School. Following high 
school, he graduated 
from Waubonsee Com-
munity College with a de-
gree in criminal justice. 
He worked for a short 
time as a police officer in 
Illinois before moving his 
family to northeastern 
Wisconsin to farm.

After farming, Duane 
became a manager at 
Carver Yacht in Pu-
laski where his career 
spanned over 16 years. 
Duane’s career also in-
cluded selling insurance 
and working for Aurora 
Hospital in the schedul-
ing department.

Duane was an avid 
fan of the Chicago Bears, 
Cubs and Bulls. When 
his children were young-
er, they enjoyed taking 

family camping and fish-
ing trips. Duane also en-
joyed deer and pheasant 
hunting with his son, Jus-
tin, and taking hunting 
trips out West with his 
good friend, Larry. Duane 
cherished the time spent 
outdoors with family and 
friends.

Survivors include his 
first wife, Ada Brazeau, 
and their children, Justin 
(Meggie) Batchelor, De-
nise (Mahmoud “Gabo”) 
Gaballa and Amber 
Batchelor; his longtime 
partner, Carla Delzer, 
and their children, Me-
gan Batchelor, Heidi 

(Matt) Bukowiec and Ty-
ler Christensen; grand-
children, Grace, Philip, 
Payton, Alexander, Nour, 
Noah, Lily, Isabella and 
Jordan; his father, Lou-
is Grell; two brothers, 
Bruce (Dena) Batchelor 
and Mike (Lisa) Batch-
elor; sister, Theresa 
Jensen; aunt, Lucy Hill; 
uncle, Delbert Lawrence; 
and nieces and nephews, 
Heather, Amy, Bruce Jr., 
Patrick, Amanda, Kyle 
and Jeanifer.

He was preceded in 
death by his mother, 
Margaret Grell; nephew, 
Jeremy Batchelor; and 
great-grandmother, Ma-
rie Lawrence.

Friends are invited 
to gather with family at 
Marnocha Funeral Home, 
186 E. Pulaski St., Pulas-
ki, on Saturday, Sept. 12, 
from 10 a.m. until noon 
when a time for memory 
sharing will take place.

Online condolences 
may be offered to Duane’s 
family at www.marno-
chafuneralhome.com or 
on the Marnocha Funeral 
Home Facebook page.

OBITUARIES
particular career path, in 
Banaszynski’s view. Even 
though the state consid-
ers it optional to have 
agriculture and techni-
cal education classes, she 
feels eliminating them 
would result in Gillett stu-
dents enrolling in other 
school districts that offer 
the opportunity.

“If we had to do those 
kind of things — that’s 
what we talked about as 
a board — what kind of 
school would we have 
left?” Banaszynski said.

The same is true for 
athletic programs, she 
added. Many athletic pro-
grams bring in additional 
money that can be used 
for improving schools 
that would go away if 
programs were cut com-
pletely. Gillett Secondary 
School had to cancel its 
varsity football season 
due to lack of participa-
tion, and Banaszynski 
said she was uncertain 
how that would impact 
the school’s homecoming 
this fall.

“There’s a lot of very 
generous businesses and 
people,” Banaszynski 
said. “Those are the types 
of things that the com-
munity goes all in on. We 
don’t want to not have 
those things.”

Before the Gillett 
School Board approved a 
new referendum, other ac-
tions have taken place to 
tighten the belt, which has 
yielded $695,000 in sav-
ings. Among them have 
been to share a physical 

therapist with the Bondu-
el School District, which 
was part of reducing sup-
port staff for physical and 
occupational therapy to 
the tune of $100,000. Also, 
administrative contracts 
have been reduced, and 
the district has collabo-
rated with Northeast Wis-
consin Technical College 
for free and low-cost tech-
nology resources.

The district has restruc-
tured its staff, eliminating 
a 4-year-old kindergar-
ten teaching position and 
eliminating two parapro-
fessional positions, sav-
ing the district $170,000. 
A full-time custodian was 
reduced to part-time, sav-
ing $50,000, and a dean 
of students was replaced 
with a behavioral inter-
ventionist that cut costs 
for the district by $40,000.

The 3-year-old kin-
dergarten program is be-
coming a parent-funded 
program instead of Gil-
lett schools taking in the 
cost, which should cut 
$100,000 out of the bud-
get. Staff health insurance 
plans were adjusted to 
provide another $90,000 
in savings, while the dis-
trict also stopped offer-
ing non-required college 
credit courses, which 
trimmed the budget by 
$40,000.

Other budget efficien-
cies include reorganizing 
the budget to maximize 
the state special education 
reimbursement, which re-
duced the local tax impact 
by $65,000, along with 

securing a grant to pur-
chase a district van to the 
tune of $40,000, which is 
expected to cut daily bus-
sing costs.

For board member 
Nicole Blaskowski, the 
school district is inextri-
cably linked with the com-
munity, whether it’s the 
city of Gillett or the outly-
ing towns, so passing the 
referendum is a way to 
keep the rural section of 
Oconto County alive.

“Our community is so 
involved with the school 
and vice versa,” Blaskows-
ki said. “We want our kids 
to come back here and 
have jobs. We want their 
kids to come and go to 
school here. That’s some-
thing that I dream of for 
my whole family.”

It’s because of that pos-
itive symbiosis that she 
hopes people will see their 
way to voting yes on the 
$5.7 million referendum.

“Just because we live 
in a lower-income com-
munity doesn’t mean that 
our kids don’t deserve the 
world,” Blaskowski said. 
“They don’t deserve less 
than. Even though there 
are some people who don’t 
have kids in the school, as 
a part of being in the com-
munity, it means being to-
gether. That togetherness 
comes with it. In order 
for our kids to feel good 
by the people in our area, 
we need to show that 
we’re willing to make that 
investment.”

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com
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Think  
that’s 
scary?
Sharks can be terrifying.

But what’s really scary, and even 

deadly, is distracted driving.

Eyes forward.
Don’t drive distracted.
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 Equipment Auction at the Pound Auction Lot  Junction of US 141 & Hwy 64 in Pound, WI 

FFrriiddaayy,,  SSeepptt..  1188tthh    SSttaarrttss  aatt  1100AAMM    LIVE Auction Plus Online at Equipmentfacts.com 
CCrraawwlleerr,,  UUnnddeerrggrroouunndd  DDrriillll,,  HHyyddrroo--VVaaccss,,  MMiinnii--EExxccaavvaattoorrss,,  TTeelleehhaannddlleerrss  &&  LLiiffttss  Freshly Rebuilt 2001 Kubota D41P-6 Hydro 
Dozer with 5700 hours, Enclosed ROPS, all-new U/C and Tracks, 2020 Ditch Witch JT20 Directional Drill w/ 75HP Deutz diesel, rubber tracks, full pack of 
drill rod, SL500 tank & Felling 29ft 26,000# trailer, Vermeer Flex 75 Cable Plow on steel tracks, Vermeer 2440A Directional Drill, 2019 Ditch Witch HX50 
Trailer Hydro-Vac w/ 49HP Kubota diesel, 1,000cfm blower, 800gal spoils tank & VT24 Trailer, 2017 Ditch Witch S4S trailer with FX20 Hydro-Vac w/ Kohler 
27HP engine, 540cfm blower, 150gal spoils tank & only 74 hours, Hydro-Vac w/ Deutz 27HP diesel, Jet-Vac, tanks & tandem trailer, Wheeler Reeler I-85 
trailer w/ Honda motor, (2) 6300# single reel trailers, Kubota U35-4 Mini-Excavator w/ Hyd thumb, blade, rubber tracks & low hours, IHI 18J Mini-Excavator 
with Isuzu diesel, rubber tracks & 2600 hours, 2019 Ditch Witch SK600 stand-on Track Loader w/ Kubota diesel & less than 600 hours, CAT TH360B Tele-
handler, 2017 Sky-Jack SJ66T boomlift w/ on-board Generator, UpRight SB60 boomlift, (2) Genie S-40 4x4 boomlifts, Platform scissor-lift w/ skid steer 
tires, Toyota LPG forklift w/ hard tires, Allied 4 ½ yard Pan Scraper with front dolly wheels, Case 475 Hydro Crawler with cable plow & reel carrier (needs 
work), Lull Highlander 644B-37 Telehandler w/ JD diesel, Manitou MVT1340L Telehandler (needs electrical work), Sullair 185 trailer Air Compressor with 
JD diesel & 1800 hours, (3) JLG Platform scissor-lifts for Parts, Water-cooled Industrial chop saw, 2,400ft of CommScope P3 hardline cable, Plow shoes 
TTrruucckkss  &&  TTrraaiilleerrss  2019 Ford F550XL Regular Cab 4x4 truck w/ V-10 gas engine, Monroe stainless dump box & 100k miles, 2009 F250XL 4x4 Regu-
lar Cab pickup w/ 5.4 V8 & 111k miles, (2) IH 2.5T. Utility Service trucks with only 40k miles, F350 Flatbed, F350 Dump Truck, Timpte 42ft Grain Hopper 
with low sides & 22.5” Budd wheels, 2022 Big Tex 22GN HD 30ft Flatbed Trailer w/ Mega-Ramps, winch & tandem duals, 2016 American Hauler Silver 
Hawk 18ft enclosed Work Trailer w/ ramp door & cabinets, 2006 Redi-Haul 30ft Low-Profile GN Flatbed Trailer w/ ramps & tandem duals, 1997 Haulin ex-
pandable Roller Trailer w/ Hyd-tilt, Mac-Lander pintle tandem Skid Steer Trailer, 2010 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT Minivan w/ 3.8 V6, 2003 Chev TrailBlazer 
LT 4x4 SUV w/ 4.2 Inline-6, leather & 3rd row, Tandem axle pintle trailer with steel deck, 5x8ft Enclosed Trailer, 2 wheel Steel flatbed trailer 
TTrraaccttoorrss,,  CCoommbbiinneess,,  SSkkiidd  SStteeeerr  AAttttaacchhmmeennttss  &&  FFaarrmm  MMaacchhiinneerryy  2014 John Deere 5085E MFD Diesel Tractor w/ Factory Cab, left
-hand Reverser, 18.4-30 tires, 3pt hitch, dual hyd, Loader Prep, 540 PTO & 2050 hours, 2009 Case IH Farmall 95 MFD w/ Factory Cab, 18.4-34 tires & only 
3400 hours, Case IH 485 Diesel Utility Tractor with ROPS Canopy, Reverser, 3pt, PTO, new 28” tires, Mount-O-Matic 2250 Hyd Loader, joystick, quick-
attach bucket & only 1600 hours, Case 2290 2WD tractor w/ Factory Cab, Power Shift & 7500 hours, Case 1290 MFD Utility Diesel Tractor w/ 30” tires & 
Case 65 Hyd Loader, Massey Ferguson 8780 4WD Axial Flow Combine with 8.3 Cummins, Hydro, 800/65-32 tires, AgLeader PF300 display, long auger, 
Maurer bin extension & 4900 hours, 1990 John Deere 9400 Combine w/ 24.5-32 tires, long auger, spreader & 4400 hours, Meyer 600 TSS 18ft steel Chop-
per Box with open top, H&S 417 gear & 16.5-16.1 tires, H&S Super 7+4 and X-L 16ft steel chopper boxes on heavy gears, WFE 435 10-shank Soil Saver, 
Athew 156 3pt 7shank Chisel Plow, John Deere 220 centerfold 21ft Disk w/ rock-cushion gangs, John Deere 16A Green Chopper, New Holland 56 rolabar 
rake, (2) Mint Wagons with stainless steel floors, Hyd hoists & Knowles 12T gears w/ 16.5-16.1 tires, Land Pride RCD1884 7ft brush mower, Euro-hook 68” 
high-back material bucket, Skid Steer Attachments: Hyd tree shear, 6ft Hyd brush mower, 2024 TopCat Forestry mulch head, PGB low profile Freestall 
Groomer, Maki & Sandman bedding extractors, 7ft 4-in-1 Industrial bucket/blade, Mensch 5 & 6ft Side-Shooters, Wooden Flat Rack on running gear,  
SSttoorraaggee  CCoonnttaaiinneerr  &&  SSppeecciiaall  IItteemmss  2026 45ft Overseas Container for Storage with rear doors & 4 sets of side doors, slide-in fuel tank, Pred-
ator 8750W generator, Rol-Air portable compressor w/ Honda motor, Wen 850 generator, DeWalt & Husky gang boxes, Road Work signs, Cherry Picker 

400 Guns at Yoap’s Auction Gallery  6234 Duame Road, Lena, WI (Stiles Junction) 

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  SSeepptt..  2266tthh    SSttaarrttss  aatt  99AAMM  
44  MMiilliittaarryy  HHUUMMVVEEEESS  All w/ Street-Titles: 2002 M1123 original Troop Transport w/ water-crossing kit, 2008 M1123 Slantback w/ nearly all Turret 
components, 2004 M1097A2 Helmet-top w/ fiberglass doors & Desert Sand paint, 1994 M998 4-seat w/ Soft Top, M-1101 Trailers, Armored Doors & Parts 
BBaarrrreetttt,,  CChhrriissttiiaannsseenn  &&  TTaaccttiiccaall  Unfired 416 Barrett 82A1 w/ Mark 4 & BORS sighting system, Model 98 Bravo 338Lapua w/ Mk 4 & BORS, Mint 40yr old 
Colt AR-15 9mm slabside w/ green label box, Pre-Ban Colt R6601 America Remembers Vietnam Tribute M16, Colt AR-15A4, Christensen MPR’s in 300PRC, 308 & 6.5, Chris-
tensen carbon fiber AR 5.56, 6.5 Creedmoor PA-10, Unfired FN SCAR-16S MultiCam & FDE 17S, FNH PS-90 & Five-Seven, ArmaLite AR-10, SACO M16A1 Upper, Korean War 
engraved Tommy Gun, 1999 M1A built with M14 parts including 1965 barrel, Trump-45 Tommy Gun, 1 of 500 Chip Pierce Trump-AR, Shark Coast gold Trump-AR, Unfired 
2014 Tavor SAR, Springfield Saint Edge, XDm Competition 9, Benelli MR1, Cobalt Kinetics BAMF, Daniel Defense Ambush 5.56, 6.8SPC M4, 20yr old 870 Police Magnum, 870 
Express Tac14, UTAS-15, Saiga AK Sporter, Volunteer Commando, Auto-Ordnance 1927A3, HK 416 & MP5-22’s, Maverick 12 Tactical, Mossberg 590 Raptor, MasterPiece 
MINI Defender, Beretta & Sig pistols, Kimber Rapide, Kahr, Glock & ISSC, Walther PPK & PPK/S, Iver Johnson M1 Carbine, Colt 22 Rail Gun, PPS/50 22, Calico M100S 22 
MMiilliittaarryy  US 1855 Cavalry pistol, Colt Model 1851 Navy revolver, Maynard Saddle Ring Carbine, Civil War handguns by Mangeot & Comblain and Merwin & Bray, 
Trapdoor Springfield Carbine & Rifle, 1918 Springfield 1903 w/ HS 1944 barrel, 1943 Winchester Model 12 US with Cutt’s compensator, 1944 Springfield M1 Garand w/ 1965 
barrel, CMP Expert H&R Garand, 1 of 500 Camp Perry Match M1 Garand in case, dou-43 K98, 1944 Mauser HSc, 1944 & 45 Sauer 38H’s, jhv-41 Occupied Hungary P.37, Czech 
Vz.27 pistol w/ Nazi proof, WW 1 Walther Model 4, Mauser 1910/14, Nambu Type 14 & 94 pistols, 1915 Type 38 Short Rifle, Tokyo School Rifle, 1941 Type 99 anti-aircraft, Last 
Ditch Arisakas by Toyo Kogyo & Jinsen, 1930s nagant revolvers, 1976 Soviet PM with NO Import, Finn Suomi M31 SA w/ drum, M.1895 Dutch Cavalry Combine, 1939 Dutch 
police pistol, 1919 Steyr pistol, 1934 Husqvarna pistol, 1942 Beretta 380, 1944 Argentine Army pistol, Ruby pistols, Yugo M59/66A1, SKS from Albania, Tokarevs & Makarovs 
WWiinncchheesstteerr  Model 1876 Octagons in 40-60 & 45-60, Model 1873 Octagons in 32-20 & 38-40, Model 1886 40-82 with 28” Octagon barrel, Model 1886 40-65, Model 1892 25
-20, Model 1894 38-55 w/ 28” Octagon, 1894 Saddle Ring 32Spl, Model 55 Rigid Frame 30-30, Model 101 20ga from 1966, Model 12 Heavy Duck with Solid Rib barrel, Model 
12’s in 12, 16 & 20ga, 1948 Model 75 Target, 1976 SX1 Trap, Model 70 338 from 1976, Like New 338 Super Grade, Model 1907 Police from 1957, 1903 22, Unfired 66 Centennial 
BBrroowwnniinngg  X-bolt 243, Minty Grade II 22 Auto from 1977, BAR Safari 7mm Mag, 81L BLR 7mm Mag, BLR 308, A-bolt Medallion 270 
MMaarrlliinn  &&  RRuuggeerr  Model 1892 Octagon, Model 39 & 39-Star Takedown Octagons, 1950 Waffle-top Deluxe 32 Spl, Glenfield Model 36G, Collection of 336 models, 1959 
Ruger Single-Six w/ Stag grips, Walnut 10/22 Sporter from 1979, 22 Standard & Mark 1 Target from 1971, Mark II Competition, 44 Carbines from 1967 & 72, M77 tang 30-06 
RReemmiinnggttoonn,,  SSaavvaaggee  &&  SStteevveennss  Model 3200 Field 12ga O/U from 1974, 700VTR 223, 700 Classic 350Rem Mag, 100yr old Model 12A, Model 6 w/ peep sight, 
1979 760 Gamemaster, Model 51 32Auto, Sportsman 48’s, 20yr old Unfired Savage 114 Classic 270, 100yr old 1899 300Sav Takedown, Model 80 Gallery, Favorite & Crackshot 
SShhoottgguunnss  &&  RRiifflleess  1930 LCSmith “Specialty” Grade with 28” Vent Rib, Featherweight, Ejectors & beavertail forearm, Richards of London Underlever w/ Damascus, 
Ithaca NID 16ga Upland from 1927, Beretta Silver Hawk 12ga from 1960, Crescent & Belgian Side x Sides, Mossberg 9200 12ga Auto, Stoeger 410 Coach, Rossi 62A Pump, 
Minty 300 Weatherby Lazermark, Christensen Arms 22-250 Ridgeline, Henry Golden Boy in 17, 22 & 22 Mag, Thunder Ranch 5.56, Boys Rifles & More 
RReevvoollvveerrss  &&  PPiissttoollss  IAI 30Carbine Automag III w/ box, High Standard Model C 22Short, Savage Model 1907 32Auto, 1921 Mossberg Brownie, 6.5” Judge, S&W 
Model 64 from 1973, SW 9VE w/ knife, SW99, French Corsair 22’s, Ant. Iver Johnson 38 Safety, Saturday Night revolvers 

Terms on Sales: Cash or Good Check w/ Proper ID. Bring a Bank Letter of Credit for large checks.  
Registered WI Auction Co. #480 Col. Len Yoap, Registered WI Auctioneer #339 11149 Ledge Lane, Coleman, WI 

YOAP & YOAP Auction & Real Estate   (920) 604-1704   yoapandyoap.com 
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PHOTOS BY 
GREG MELLIS

2026 SHAWANO COUNTY FAIR
Fair offers fun for all ages ... from animals to 

bingo to music to 4-H and open exhibits
At left, longtime auctioneer Leonard Yoap of Yoap & Yoap Auction &  Real Estate presides over the junior 
livestock auction Sept. 4. The auction raised more than $780,000. Below, 8-year-old William Secrest, 
of Keshena, enjoys rounds of bingo with his family. Also, Karen Bielfuss, at bottom right, made a day of 
it in the bingo parlor. There was plenty of dancing at President’s Park and ribbons at the Huntington 4-H 
Youth Building.
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PHOTOS BY GREG MELLIS

Grayson Mielke 
is congratulated 
for auctioning his 
cake twice. After 
a successful first 
winning bid, the 
buyer donated it 
back for a second 
auction. At far 
right, he patiently 
waits his turn as 
58 cakes were 
sold.

At left, 8 1/2-month-old calf Rambo, who belongs to Camsden Kern, of the Pella Eagles 4-H 
Club, sits with Nevaeh Lane-Smith. Above, fairgoers enjoy ice cream at the 4-H stand.

Chad Przybylski And His Polka Rhythms performed at President’s Park on Sept. 4. He performs with the new generation of concertina players.
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Class of 1968 reunites

Members of the Shawano High School class of 1968 recently held a reunion at the Shawano Lake County Park Pavilion.� CONTRIBUTED

Donations sought for 
lumberjack breakfast events

Woodland 
Heritage Day 

celebrated Oct. 3
The Menominee Tribal 

Historic Preservation Of-
fice will hold its annual 
lumberjack breakfast and 
Woodland Heritage Day 
on Oct. 3 at the Menomi-
nee Logging Museum.

Organizers are also 
seeking donations of pro-
motional items, gift cer-
tificates or a donation for 
basket drawings to help 
support this community 
event.

All proceeds from the 
event directly benefit the 
Menominee Tribal Muse-
um, ensuring the preser-
vation of the Menominee 
Tribe’s unique logging 

history and cultural 
practices.

Serving for the lum-
berjack breakfast begins 
at 8 a.m. and continues 
until all food is sold out. 
Cultural workshops also 
begin at 8 a.m.

Community members 
can submit pies to com-
pete for prizes in the pie 
contest and auction.

A 50/50 raffle and 

basket drawings will take 
place at noon.

This is a drug- and 
alcohol-free community 
event, and everyone is 
welcome to attend.

To contribute donation 
items or ask questions, 
contact the Menominee 
Tribal Historic Preserva-
tion Office at 715-799-
5258, or reach Jean direct-
ly at 715-799-3757.

Changes coming 
to ambulance 

service agreement
By LEE PULASKI

City Editor

The city of Shawano’s 
agreement with Shawa-
no Ambulance Service 
is changing its terms af-
ter 33 years of providing 
medical transport for local 
residents.

The changes are com-
ing at the request of Pat 
Trinko, the service’s exec-
utive director. In a letter to 
City Clerk Lesley Nemetz, 
Trinko noted the agree-
ment only has a few ad-
justments that need to be 
made at the recommenda-
tion of the ambulance ser-
vice’s attorney.

One of the changes was 
requiring a 90-day notice 
of either side to issue a no-
tice of nonrenewal. Previ-
ously, the time period was 
60 days.

Another change was 
to the amount of com-
pensation the ambulance 
service receives. The 

agreement had originally a 
set annual amount, which 
was $36,840 in 1993, that 
needed to be paid in quar-
terly installments. Now, 
the city will need to pay a 
per capita rate using the 
Wisconsin Department 
of Administration Demo-
graphic Services Center’s 
final population estimate, 
which is usually released 
no later than Oct. 10 of the 
year preceding the con-
tract term.

The new agreement 
also strikes out require-
ments for corporate seals 
and multiple witnesses, 
as such practice with con-
tracts have become less 
prevalent.

The agreement was 
presented Sept. 4 to the 
Shawano Finance Com-
mittee for discussion only, 
as the final agreement is 
expected to come later 
this year.

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

‘Wisconsin Foodie’ host coming to library
“Wisconsin Foodie” 

host and James Beard 
Award nominee Luke 
Zahm will be at the Sha-
wano County Library’s 
main branch to talk 
about all things local 
food and his experiences 
as the host of the popular 
PBS show.

He will be at the li-
brary, 128 S. Sawyer St., 
Shawano, at 6 p.m. Sept. 
23.

Zahm is the co-owner 
of the Driftless Cafe in 
Viroqua, which is known 
for elevating produce of 
the Driftless Area. Origi-
nally from La Farge, 
Zahm has been awarded 
Edible Madison’s “Lo-
cal Hero” twice and was 
nominated for a James 
Beard award in 2017. 
He has been the host of 
Emmy Award winning 
“Wisconsin Foodie” since 

2020.
The evening with 

Zahm will offer in-
sights into the local food 
movement.

Zahm is passionate 
about quality organic 
food and will talk to at-
tendees about simple 
ways to prepare what’s 
in season. He will also 
regale the audience with 
stories of his travels 
around the state as host 

of “Wisconsin Foodie.”
The Shawano County 

Library hosts free pro-
grams for all ages.

“The library is not just 
books anymore,” said 
Claire O’Brien, coordina-
tor of Zahm’s event. “We 
try to have all kinds of 
programs to benefit our 
community. It’s just a 
great time for Luke to be 
here and celebrate with 
us.”
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By GREG SEUBERT
Correspondent

If the Packerland Con-
ference is going to be like 
the opener, fans of the 
Bonduel and Oconto Falls 
football teams can count 
on a successful season.

Bonduel handed Ke-
waunee a 28-22 loss Sept. 
4 in the conference opener 
for both teams, while the 
Panthers opened Pack-
erland play with a 26-7 
home win over Oconto in 
the Battle of Highway 22 
game.

Meanwhile, Suring and 
Lena/St. Thomas Aqui-
nas Academy picked up 
Marinette and Oconto-8 
8-player wins Sept. 3 with 
victories over Goodman/
Pembine and Wausaukee, 
respectively.

Bonduel 28, Ke-
waunee 22

All seven of the game’s 
touchdowns came in the 
first half.

Carter Moesch scored 
the first of his four rushing 
touchdowns for the Bears 
on a 2-yard run before 
adding a 9-yard run with 
3:32 left in the first quar-
ter that gave Bonduel a 
14-0 lead.

Kewaunee answered 
on its next drive with 
Diesel Bosdeck’s 59-yard 

quarterback keeper, but 
Moesch added touchdown 
runs of 54 and 56 yards 
that gave the Bears a 28-7 
lead in the second quarter.

The Storm scored twice 
in the final three minutes 
of the first half to cut the 
lead to six points. Bosdeck 
connected with Mason 
Kovacs on a 17-yard pass 
that made it 28-15, and 
Dane Harrell returned a 
mishandled punt snap 
45 yards on the final play 
of the first half that also 
turned out to be the final 
score of the game.

Kewaunee had a chance 
to tie or take the lead late 
in the game, as the Storm 
reached the Bonduel 15-
yard line, but Bosdeck’s 
pass on fourth down 
with 15 seconds to go fell 
incomplete.

Bonduel had a pair 
of 100-yard rushers, as 
Moesch led the way with 
159 yards on 13 carries, 
and Malachi Gray added 
125 on 11 rushes.

Bonduel’s passing 
wasn’t a factor in the game, 
as Quinn Wesenberg com-
pleted two of seven at-
tempts for 16 yards.

Bosdeck completed 15 
of 18 passes for 114 yards, 
including six completions 
to Kovacs for 72 yards. 
Blake Temme led Ke-
waunee rushers with 87 
yards in 18 carries.

Bonduel improved to 
3-0, and the Storm fell to 
1-2.

Oconto Falls 26, 
Oconto 7

The Panthers improved 
to 2-1 overall with a win 
over the Blue Devils at ST 

Paper Stadium.
It was the first Pack-

erland Conference win 
for Oconto Falls, which 
moved from the North-
woods Conference this 
season.

Winneconne 34, Sha-
wano 7

The defending WIAA 
Division 4 state champi-
ons handed the Hawks 
their second loss of the 
season.

Winneconne was in-
side the Shawano 1-yard 
line on the game’s open-
ing drive but had to settle 
for Andrew Dorn’s 23-yard 
field goal.

The Wolves added a 
pair of touchdowns in the 
second quarter on Henry 
Chase’s passes of 38 yards 
to Drew Lenz and 66 yards 
to Ryan Quigley with 17 
seconds to go in the first 
half.

Camden Plotz made 
it 24-0 with a 2-yard 

touchdown run with 4:05 
remaining in the third 
quarter, Dorn added a 22-
yard field goal early in the 
fourth quarter, and Lenz 
capped Winneconne’s 
scoring with a 4-yard 
run with 7:39 to go in the 
game.

Shawano’s touchdown 
came on Deacan Wiz-
ner’s 8-yard run with 1:45 
remaining.

Bay Port 46, Pulaski 0
The Pirates led 14-0 af-

ter one quarter, 26-0 at 
halftime and 32-0 after 
three quarters before scor-
ing two more touchdowns 
in the fourth quarter as 
Bay Port handed Pulaski 
its first loss of the season.

Bohdan Schmidt fin-
ished with 77 of the Red 
Raiders’ 123 rushing 
yards, while Anthony Fi-
carri added 44.

Bay Port also held Pu-
laski to 15 passing yards; 
finished with 518 yards 

of offense, including 398 
through the air, and had 
touchdown passes of 94 
and 79 yards.

Suring 56, Goodman/
Pembine 6

Suring headed to Good-
man to face the Patriots 
and returned home with 
its third win over the 
season.

Taylor Booth-Stoffregen 
completed all three of his 
passes for 111 yards, in-
cluding a 50-yard touch-
down to Dayne Ermis.

Kroix Kempka added 96 
rushing yards and three 
scores on the ground.

The Eagles have now 
outscored their three op-
ponents 173-20.

Lena/STAA 58, 
Wausaukee 0

Lena/STAA shut out the 
Rangers in Wausaukee for 
the Titans’ second straight 
win.

Elkhart Lake-Glen-
beulah 41, Marion/

Tigerton 6
M a r i o n / T ig e r t o n ’ s 

8-player home game 
against Bowler/Gresham 
in Marion previously 
scheduled for Sept. 4 was 
cancelled.

Bowler/Gresham re-
cently opted out of a var-
sity schedule for the 2026 
season for the third year in 
row but will have a junior 
varsity team.

Elkhart Lake-Glenbeu-
lah was originally sched-
uled to play Gillett, which 
cancelled its varsity pro-
gram for this season.

Sept. 11 schedule (all 
games start at 7 p.m.)

11-player: Green Bay 
Preble at Pulaski; Wit-
tenberg-Birnamwood at 
Stratford; Shawano at 
New London; Bonduel at 
Marinette; Oconto Falls 
at Kewaunee. 8-player: 
Gibraltar at Lena/STA; 
Wausaukee at Suring; 
Marion/Tigerton has bye.
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Bonduel, Oconto Falls win in Packerland

Suring 
puts up big 
numbers in 
third victory

Garrett Lom and the 2-0 Pulaski Red Raiders headed to the Green Bay area Sept. 4 to face another 2-0 team, Bay Port, in 
the Fox River Classic Conference-North opener for both teams. Bay Port handed the Red Raiders a 46-0 loss while finishing 
the game with nearly 400 passing yards.								            GREG SEUBERT

Reid Huffman lines up as a defensive end for Wittenberg-Birnamwood against Weyauwega-Fremont’s offense.	
					               					                   GREG SEUBERT

By GREG SEUBERT
Correspondent

In a league that also includes 
perennial playoff teams Strat-
ford, Amherst, Colby and Wit-
tenberg-Birnamwood, the Wey-
auwega-Fremont football team 
was looking to make some noise 
in its Central Wisconsin-Large 
Conference opener.

The Warhawks made plenty 
of noise at the expense of Wit-
tenberg-Birnamwood on Sept. 4 
by scoring on four of its first five 
possessions in a 35-6 win over 
the Chargers in Weyauwega.

Weyauwega-Fremont im-
proved to 3-0 on the season with 
the win, while the Chargers fell 
to 1-2.

Not even a 40-minute 

lightning delay late in the sec-
ond quarter could keep the 
Warhawks from finding the end 
zone.

The first of five straight touch-
down drives for the Warhawks 
ended with Carter Birdyshaw’s 
9-yard quarterback keeper mid-
way through the first quarter.

A fumble on the Chargers’ 
first play recovered by Jason 
Hansen gave the Warhawks the 
ball at the Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood 17-yard line, and DeWayne 
Borntreger capped the drive 
with a 2-yard touchdown run 
that gave the home team a 14-0 
lead with 2:24 left in the first 
quarter.

Injuries early in the game 
ended up taking a toll on the 
Chargers, coach Jason Rieck 
said.

“I think we lost four starters 
to injuries in the first quarter,” 
he said. “It’s hard to rebound 
from that, but it’s the next guy 

Chargers can’t
stop Warhawks

Wega-Fremont 
hands W-B its 
second defeat

FOOTBALL, continued on page 11



They have to come 
ready to play, and we tip 
our hat to Weyauwega. 
They were a physical 
team.”

After forcing a punt, the 
Warhawks scored again on 
their next drive on Andy 
Rosenwinkel’s 4-yard run 
midway through the sec-
ond quarter.

Another Wittenberg-
Birnamwood fumble set 
the Warhawks up on their 
own 48-yard line, and 
Birdyshaw found the end 
zone again on a 19-yard 
run to make it 28-0.

Mistakes — including 
turnovers and missed as-
signments — also hurt the 
team, Rieck said.

“We talk about elimi-
nating mistakes,” he said. 
“They score, we get the 
ball, we turn it over. It’s 
tough to rebound from 
that, especially when you 
have a lot of young guys in 
there due to injuries.”

The lightning delay 
began after Birdyshaw’s 
score with 4:41 remaining 
in the first half.

An interception ended 
the Chargers’ next drive, 
but Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood’s Max Kasprak 
picked off a Birdyshaw 
pass to end the first half.

Weyauwega-Fremont’s 
final score came on its 
first drive of the second 
half, as Birdyshaw found 
Tyson Quick for a 23-yard 
touchdown pass with 2½ 
minutes to go in the third 
quarter.

That touchdown start-
ed a running clock, and 
the Chargers avoided the 
shutout on Matthew East-
man’s 10-yard run with 
5:14 to go in the game.

The Chargers will head 
to Stratford on Sept. 11 to 
face the Tigers, one of the 
favorites to win a CWC-
Large championship.

Rieck said it doesn’t 

matter what team is next 
on the schedule.

“This conference is 
no joke, and you have to 

prepare every week,” he 
said. “I think every week 
is a battle. Every win is 
a big win. There isn’t a 

time to take it easy. Last 
time we had a loss, we 
bounced back and played 
really good football. The 

best thing about athletics 
is another day. Learn from 
it, get better and hopefully, 
we’ll improve next week.”
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Aydrean McGeshick follows his Wittenberg-Birnamwood blockers during the first half of the Chargers’ game against Weyau-
wega-Fremont.											               GREG SEUBERT

Pulaski’s Gerth leads area runners in De Pere
Thursday, Sept. 3
James Boyd 

Invitational
Pulaski’s Maggie Gerth 

placed second in the girls 
large school competi-
tion, and Oconto Falls’ 
Lily Meissner placed fifth 
in the girls small school 
cross country meet hosted 
by De Pere at Shorewood 
Cross Country Course in 
Green Bay.

Top 10 finishes for boys 
competing in the small 
school category included 
Shawano’s Josiah Kuehl in 
eighth and Gillett’s Noah 
Soper in 10th.

Pulaski’s Mitchell Pilon 
was 10th among boys in 
the large schools.

Small school, girls: 5, Lily 
Meissner, Oconto Falls, 21:00.8; 
20, Aspynn Anderson, Lena-
St. Thomas Aquinas Academy, 
22:08.8; 25, Emma Meissner, 
OF, 22:28; 30, Hope Soper, Gil-
lett, 22:42.2; 31, Amanda Pate, 
G, 22:44.5; 39, Ellie Beschta, 
OF, 23:00.1; 40, Ava Savage, OF, 
23:02.3; 45, Mikelah Powers, 
Shawano, 23:26.4; 48, Adrena 
Rabas, L/STAA, 23:38.5; 51, 
Sydney Braund, OF, 23:47.2; 53, 
Alisa Finger, L/STAA, 23:50.9; 
54, Brooklyn Viestenz, L/STAA, 
23:52.4; 67, Ava Holtz, OF, 
24:37.6; 69, Alexandria Braund, 
OF, 21:41.1.; 72, Ava Macha, OF, 
24:43.5; 78, Madilyn Powers, S, 
25:01.5; 82, Lorelei Hancock, S, 
25:13.5; 83, Molly Hanson, S, 
25:14.7; 96, McKenna Miller, S, 
26:02.5; 97, Halle Wendorff, G, 
26:06.1.

Large school girls: 2, Mag-
gie Gerth, Pulaski, 19:19.9; 30, 

Addie Bruckert, P, 22:07.5; 40, 
Ellie Murphy, P, 22:35.5; 41, 
Cameran Reiss, P, 22:37.7; 56, 
Paige Micahlski, P, 24:17.1; 68, 
Estella Vieaux, P, 25:38.2; 75, 
Tenley Zimmerman, P, 26:22.9.

Small school boys: 8, Josiah 
Kuehl, S, 17:42.4; 10, Noah 
Soper, G, 17:49; 23, Teagan Har-
key, S, 18:49.7; 24, Quinten Har-
key, S, 18:50.5; 34, Sage Men-
dolla, OF, 19:10.9; 36, Aloysius 
Frechette, S, 19:12.1; 44, Isaiah 
Holtz, OF, 19:30.3; 46, Beck-
ett Hendricks, S, 19:31.8; 54, 
Landon Timm, OF, 20:00.9; 59, 
Brayden Fish, S, 20:16.7; 62, 
Mason Lotto, OF, 20:43.7; 73, 
Dash Comins, L/STAA, 21:24.8; 
74, Blake Otto, S, 21:26.1; 75, 
Braxton Valley, G, 21:26.7; 96, 
Henry Schaal, G, 23:42.6; 97, 
Nolan Van Donsal, G, 23:44.6; 
99, Brandon Slatky, G, 24:22.3; 
104, Cooper Malloy, L/STAA, 
26:08.8.

Large school boys: 10, Mitch-
ell Pilon, P, 17:27; 27, Grayden 
Gossen, P, 18:15; 46, Paxton 
Marshall, P, 19:17.7; 49, Carter 
Rykoski, P, 19:23.5; 54, Ben 
Augustine, P, 19:38.1; 68, Jack 
Klarkowski, P, 20:13.2; 70, Elliot 
Wagner, P, 20:20.4; 80, Porter 
Trudell, P, 20:54.5.

Wednesday, Sept. 2
Iola-Scandinavia T-

Bird Invitational
Menominee Nation’s 

Bryant Waupoose III 
placed fourth for the boys 
and Bonduel’s Lillian Bur-
rack was fifth for the girls 
to pace area cross country 
runners in Iola.

In team competition, 
Bonduel’s 70 points were 
enough to place third 
among six teams. Bondu-
el’s girls scored 153 points 

and placed seventh among 
eight teams.

Other area runners 
competed as individuals.

Boys: 4, Bryant Waupoose III, 
Menominee Nation, 18:01.20; 
5, Gage Anderson, Bonduel, 
18:09.80; 13, Garrett Anderson, 
Bonduel, 19:17.30; 19, Grif-
fin Richter, Bonduel, 19:58.00; 
20, Joah Dworniczak, Bonduel, 
20:08.90; 21, Cassius Reevis, 
Menominee Nation, 20:20.60; 
26, Caleb Putnam, Gresham/
Bowler, 20:42.10; 29, Oliver 
Chitwood, Bonduel, 21:14.10; 
35, Kaiden Thornborrow, Bondu-
el, 21:34.80; 38, Breckin Glea-
son, Marion-Tigerton, 21:46.30; 
42, Liam Rosenthanl, Bonduel, 
22:17.80; 46, Carter Beilfuss, 
Bonduel, 22:21.80; 47, Dylan 
Keller, Bonduel, 22:28.00; 55, 
Thomas Nacotee, Menominee 
Nation, 23:40.00; 56, Josiah 

Ford, Bonduel, 23:51.60; 58, 
Blaze Ejnik, Gresham/Bowler, 
23:58.50; 63, Garrett Klos-
terman, Bonduel, 26:08.20; 67, 
Mason Pyatskowit, Gresham/
Bowler, 28:01.10; 68, Aiden Ro-
barge, Bonduel, 28:01.40; 70, 
Mason Martin, Gresham/Bowler, 
30:18.20; 72, Mark Buchholz, 
Wolf River Lutheran, 31:20.20.

Girls: 5, Lillian Burrack, 
Bonduel, 22:16.80; 18, Vio-
let Buchholz, Wolf River Lu-
theran, 24:56.90; 19, Brook-
lynn Ahlers, Marion-Tigerton, 
25:23.90; 22, Kember Frome, 
Bonduel, 26:32.10; 37, Kaylee 
Nacotee, Menominee Nation, 
29:14.40; 43, Katie O’Brien, 
Bonduel, 30:04.90; 61, Dahlia 
Harris, Bonduel, 33:03.00; 63, 
Elaine Skenadore, Menominee 
Nation, 34:35.90; 66, Audrey 
Keller, Bonduel, 38:29.10; 68, 
Aubrey Miller, Gresham/Bowler, 
46:24.30.

FOOTBALL, continued from page 10

Red Raiders golf team ties for last place in Valders
Thursday, Sept. 3
FRCC Mini-Meet 3
Pulaski golfers hit a 228 

and tied Manitowoc Lin-
coln for last place at Au-
tumn Ridge Golf Course in 

Valders.
Ellie Mork led the Red 

Raiders with 49. Also scor-
ing were Taylor Murphy 
54, Kaylee Weinbrenner 59 
and Talia Van Hout 66.

Monday, Aug. 31
Luxemburg - Casco 

Triangular
Oconto Falls golfers 

placed third with a 228 at 
Northbrook Golf and Grill 

in Luxemburg.
Riley Borkovec’s 47 was 

the second-best score of 
the day. Also scoring for the 
Panthers were Jadyn Saari 
58, Chloe Anastasopoulos 

61 and Emery Pagel 62.
FRCC Mini-Meet #2
Pulaski placed eighth 

among nine teams with 
a 197 at Hilly Haven Golf 
Course in De Pere.

Scoring for the Red 
Raiders were Ellie Mork 
42, Taylor Murphy 43, and 
Kaylee Weinbrenner and 
Madison Schuh, each with 
a 56.



PAGE 12  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2026

By GREG SEUBERT
Correspondent

Badger Amateur Base-
ball Association Grand 
Championships and the 
Little Falls Loggers seem 
to go hand-in-hand in re-
cent years.

The Loggers handed 
Gresham an 8-6 defeat 
Sept. 6 in the BABA’s 80th 
Grand Championship 
game at Veterans Memo-
rial Ballpark in Gresham 
to win their third straight 
title.

In one of the most ex-
citing BABA Grand Cham-
pionship games in recent 
memory, the Gophers 
overcame a 4-0 deficit 
before scoring six unan-
swered runs to take a 6-4 
lead. However, two home 
runs from Connor Kurki 
turned a 6-4 deficit for the 
Loggers into an 8-6 lead.

The game ended on a 
double play with outs at 
home plate and third base 
in the bottom of the ninth 
inning after the Gophers 

had the tying run on base 
and the potential winning 
run at the plate.

Little Falls took a 3-0 
lead in the top of the first 
inning without a hit. Kal 
Fischer, Kyle Finger and 
Parker Gullixon drew 
walks to load the bases 
with one out.

A fourth walk to Drew 
Radies resulted in the 
game’s first run, Finger 
later scored on a wild 
pitch, and Cam Gruenwald 
drove in the third run on a 
fielder’s choice.

The Loggers added an-
other run in the second 
inning, as starting pitcher 
Carter Kurki doubled and 
courtesy runner Carter 
Melum scored on Connor 
Kurki’s sacrifice fly.

Gresham’s Trayvon 
Granquist cut the Loggers’ 
lead in half with a two-run 
home run in the bottom 
of the third inning. Carter 
Weisnicht, who had led off 
the inning with a single, 
also scored and the Go-
phers headed to the fourth 
inning down 4-2.

The Gophers then used 
five hits to score four runs 
in the fifth inning to take a 
6-4 lead.

Cody Reimer, Granquist 
and Nate Ejnik loaded 
the bases with singles. 

Mequon Frechette made 
it 4-3 by driving in a run 
on a fielder’s choice, Mike 
Pecore drove in two runs 
with a double, and Ray 
White added an RBI single 
that gave the Gophers a 
two-run lead.

The score stayed 6-4 
until Connor Kurki’s solo 
home run in the seventh 
inning. He later gave the 
Loggers the lead for good 
in his next at-bat with a 
three-run homer in the 
eighth inning that turned 
out to be the final runs of 
the game. Carter Kurki sin-
gled, and Fischer walked 
ahead of Kurki.

Frechette singled with 
one out in the bottom 
of the ninth inning for 
Gresham, and Crew Weis-
nicht was hit by a pitch to 
put runners at first and 
second. Pecore followed 
with a hit to left field, but 
Frechette and Weisnicht 
were tagged out at home 
plate and third base, re-
spectively, for a game-end-
ing double play.

Gresham outhit Little 
Chute 9-6. Chris Dunn 
ended up getting the win 
on the mound in relief of 
Carter Kurki, while Con-
nor Kurki worked the 
ninth inning to pick up the 
save.

Double play 
ends season 
for Gresham

Little Falls Loggers go back to back to back
BADGER AMATEUR BASEBALL ASSOCIATION GRAND CHAMPIONSHIP

Nate Ejnik and the Gresham Gophers fell to the Little Falls Loggers on Sept. 6 in the 80th 
BABA Grand Championship game, played at Veterans Memorial Ballpark in Gresham.

GREG SEUBERT

Troy Springborn wins 
tiebreaker for racing title
Shawano’s Troy Spring-

born and Steve Kast-
ning each ended up with 
220 points in the dire 
late models division, but 
Springborn was crowned 
champion in the standings 
after the Sept. 5 races at 
the Shawano Speedway. 
Shawano’s Brett Swedberg 
was in third place with 218 
points.

In the sport modifieds 
division, Oconto Fall’s Cole 
Magnin was the champion 
with 542 points. He topped 
Tigerton’s Forrest Kernen 
at 530 and Seymour’s Tim 
Jorgenson at 514.

Jeffery Teske, of Sha-
wano, won the modifieds 
title with 556 points, fol-
lowed by Shawano’s Jor-
dan Bartz with 547 and 
Wausau’s Kevin Feck with 
531.

Wisconsin Rapids’ 
Mark Eswein won the 
stock car division with 539 
points. He beat out Oconto 
Falls’ Kyle Frederick with 
518 and Clintonville’s Jer-
emie Hedrick with 504.

Finally, in the sport 

compact division, Clinton-
ville’s Brad Wedde won 
with 527. He beat Clinton-
ville’s Tanner Westphal 
with 524 and Marion’s Jus-
tin Haufe with 494.

Swedberg moved up 
seven spots to capture the 
checkered flag in the dirt 
late models feature race 
on Championship Night.

New London’s Justin 
Ritchie finished second, 
followed by Marshfield’s 
Chris Oertel in third.

Swedberg also won the 
first heat race, and Sha-
wano’s Joe Reuter won the 
second.

In the sport modifieds, 
Appleton’s Joey Taycher 
moved up six spots to win 
the feature. He beat out 
Fox Lake’s Elijah Koenig, 
who placed second, and 
Chilton’s Carsin Cullen, 
who placed third.

Koenig won the first 
heat, Gresham’s Taylor 
Hoffman won the second, 
and Shawano’s AJ Spring-
born won the third.

Teske won the modi-
fieds feature race, after 

starting sixth. He topped 
Wausau’s Marcus Ya-
rie and Tigerton’s Wyatt 
Block.

Heat winners were Feck 
and Bartz.

Marion’s Dan Michon-
ski won the stock car 
feature, moving up from 
a sixth-place start. Sey-
mour’s Jerry Wilinksi was 
second, and Shiocton’s 
Dylan Stadjee was third.

Wilinski won the first 
heat, Hedrick won the 
second, and Black Creek’s 
Chad Guyette won the 
third.

In the sport compact di-
vision, Green Bay’s TJ Eve-
rard won the feature. He 
also started on the pole. 
Seymour’s Nick Everard 
finished second, and West-
phal was third.

In a second feature, 
Bonduel’s Clint Malueg 
won from a fourth-place 
start. Seymour’s Bo White 
was second, and Wedde 
was third.

Heat winners were Sha-
wano’s Carl King, TJ Eve-
rard and Nick Everard.
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Wozniak scores hat trick in Pulaski shutout

Thursday, Sept. 3
Pulaski 7, Marshfield 

0
The Red Raiders hosted 

Marshfield and cruised 

to a 7-0 victory over the 
Tigers.

Pulaski built a 6-0 
first half lead with goals 
by Kevin Cruz Lagunes, 

Micah Gesell, Miles Mond-
loch and a hat trick from 
Walker Wozniak.

SOCCER, continued on page 13
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Mondloch tallied his 
second goal of the game 
for the lone score of the 
second half.

Jax Urben had two as-
sists for the Red Raiders.

Beckett Hall made 17 
saves in goal for Marsh-
field (1-2-1). Blake Bazter 
and Kyle Hansen each 
played a half in goal, earn-
ing the shutout for Pulaski 
(3-0-2).

Tuesday, Sept. 1
Pulaski 4, Green Bay 

East 1
The Red Raiders got a 

hat trick from Walker Woz-
niak and notched a 4-1 win 
over the visiting Red Devils 
from Green Bay East.

Pulaski got on the board 
early with a goal from Kev-
in Cruz Lagunes in the sec-
ond minute of the game. 
Wozniak added goals in 
the 16th and 30th minute 
to help build a 3-0 halftime 

lead for Pulaski.
The Red Devils pulled 

back within two on a goal 
from Jecsel Salas in the 
63rd minute. Wozniak 
completed his hat trick 
with the final goal of the 
match in the 77th minute.

Daenen Kehoe had two 
assists for Pulaski. Blake 
Batzer made two saves in 
goal for Pulaski (2-0-2).

Waupaca 2, Shawano 
1

Cloudy conditions 
helped bring some relief 
from the heat when Sha-
wano traveled to Waupaca. 
Unfortunately, the Hawks 
returned home after suf-
fering a 2-1 loss to the 
Comets.

A corner kick by Gray-
son Swedberg was turned 
into a goal by Brayden 
Meade for Shawano.

Saturday, Aug. 29
Shawano 3, Merrill 1

The Hawks came away 
with a win in the rain.

Merrill’s Ryan Bares 

scored first with under 12 
minutes into the game.

Grayson Swedberg 

came back to tie the game 
just three minutes later. 
Charlie Grieves scored to 

finish off the half. Swed-
berg made another goal in 
the second half.

SOCCER, continued from page 12

Shawano 
volleyball squeaks 

past Abbotsford
Saturday, Sept. 5
Shawano 2, Abbotsford 0
Shawano’s volleyball team 

squeaked past Abbotsford 
with scores of 26-24 and 25-20.

Marshfield 2, Shawano 0
The Hawks lost to their 

hosts by scores of 25-16 and 
25-10.

Thursday, Sept. 3
Tigerton 3, NEWCHAA 0
Tigerton hosted nonconfer-

ence foe Northeast Wiscon-
sin Christian Homeschoolers 
Athletic Association in a best 
of five match, defeating the 
Eagles 3-0. Scores were 25-9, 
25-14 and 25-8.

“It was good to see the 
team using free balls to set 
up their offense and to also 
see them concentrate on their 
serving tonight,” coach Holly 
Meverden said.

Stat leaders for Tigerton 
were:

Digs: Jaelyn Brady and Re-
nata Nordwig with 11 each, 
Myah Dent with seven, Danika 
Tiller at five, Presley Stewart-
Rolfs with four, Mya Smith 
and Eliana Michaelis with 
three each.

Kills: Stewart-Rolfs and 
Smith 11 each, and Nordwig 
with seven.

Assists: Tiller 13 and Mi-
chaelis with eight.

Block Kills: Stewart-Rolfs 
with three and Smith with 
two.

Service aces and points: 
Nordwig, five aces with 16 
points,; Tiller, four aces with 
12 points; and Michaelis, with 
aces with 10 points.

The Tigers are 4-1 overall 
and 1-0 in the CWC North.

Coleman 3, Gillett 0
Gillett’s volleyball team was 

shut out 3-0 by Coleman with 
scores of 25-18, 25-23, 25-16.

Marion 2, Stockbridge 0
Marion easily defeated 

Stockbridge by scores of 25-5 
an d25-9.

Marion 2, Almond-Ban-
croft 0

Marion beat Almond-Ban-
croft 2-0 with game scores of 

25-14 and 25-16.
Marion 2, CRCHS 0
Marion downed Coulee 

Region Christian High School 
with scores of 25-16 and 25-13.

Gresham 3, Menominee 
Nation 1

The Wildcats beat the Ea-
gles 3-1 with scores of 21-25, 
25-16, 25-15, 25-16.

Tuesday, Sept. 1
Tigerton 3, Bowler 0
Tigerton traveled to Bowler 

to compete in its first CWC 
North match of the season 
and returned home with a 3-0 
win. Game scores were 25-10, 
25-18, and 25-15.

Leading the Tigers were:
Kills: Presley Stewart-Rolfs 

13, Renata Nordwig and Mya 
Smith with six each, and Eli-
ana Michaelis with four.

Assists: Danika Tiller 18, 
Michaelis with eight.

Digs: Jaelyn Brady 15, Nor-
dwig and Mya Dent with seven 
each, Stewart-Rolfs with five 
and Tiller with four.

Block Kills: Smith had 
three.

Service points and aces: 
Stewart-Rolfs, six aces with 11 
points; Brady, four aces with 
15 points; Tiller, three aces 
with 11 points; and Dent, two 
aces with seven points.

Tigerton is 1-0 in confer-
ence play and 3-1 overall.

Marion 3, Northland Lu-
theran 0

Marion shut out Northland 
Lutheran 3-0 in a conference 
match by scores of 25-21, 25-
12, 25-18.

Gresham 3, White Lake 0
Gresham shut out White 

Lake 3-0 with scores of 25-13, 
25-20, 25-22.

Wabeno/Laona 3, Bon-
duel 0

Bonduel lost all three 
games to Wabeno/Laona by 
scores of 25-22, 25-20, 25-22.

Monday, Aug. 31
Suring 3, Coleman 1
The Eagles won a noncon-

ference match over Coleman 
by scores of 25-22, 17-25, 25-
20, 25-22.

Thursday, Sept. 3
Bay Port 7, Pulaski 0
Pulaski was shut out 7-0 by Bay 

Port, with singles player Alana 
Stangler winning the most games 
(five) of any Red Raider.

Singles
No. 1 - Alexia Stephens, Bay Port, def. 

Anna Krause, Pulaski, 6-1, 6-0.
No. 2 - Sophi Stephens, Bay Port, def. 

Emory Groteluschen, Pulaski, 6-1, 6-0.
No. 3 - Paige Gillette, Bay Port, def. 

Alana Stangler, Pulaski, 6-3, 6-2.
No. 4 - Mira Erdmann, Bay Port, def. 

Riley Hartman, Pulaski, 6-0, 6-1.
Doubles
No. 1 - Rheya Gala - Mira Matuszewski 

Bay Port, def. Linde Lemerond - Aubrie 

Schuessler, Pulaski, 6-0, 6-0.
No. 2 - Evelyn Story - Lilly Jensen, Bay 

Port, def. Cora Hansen - Vivienne Misku-
lin, Pulaski, 6-1, 6-1.

No. 3 - Clara Hunt - Allyson Cote, Bay 
Port, def. Justine Mielke - Lexi Baranczyk, 
Pulaski, 6-1, 6-2.

Tuesday, Sept. 1
Sheboygan North 7, Pulaski 

0
Pulaski’s tennis team was shut 

out 7-0 by Sheboygan North, with 
the top two doubles teams play-
ing three sets before coming up 
short.

Singles
No. 1 - Izzy Brault, Sheboygan North, 

def. Anna Krause, Pulaski, 6-1 6-0.

No. 2 - Thea Bates, Sheboygan North, 
def. Emory Groteluschen, Pulaski, 6-0, 
6-1.

No. 3 - Anna Ruiz, Sheboygan North, 
def. Alana Stangler, Pulaski, 6-4, 6-4.

No. 4 - Sophie Alfonsi, Sheboygan 
North, def. Riley Hartman, Pulaski, 6-4, 
6-1.

Doubles
No. 1 - Lauren Van Deventer - Ava 

Brashaw, Sheboygan North, def. Linde 
Lemerond - Aubrie Schuessler, Pulaski, 
6-3, 1-6, 14-12.

No. 2 - Madeline Schultz - Natalie 
Schaalma, Sheboygan North, def. Vivi-
enne Miskulin - Cora Hansen, Pulaski, 6-2, 
3-6, 10-2.

No. 3 - Macy Bowman - Sarah Bemis, 
Sheboygan North, def. Justine Mielke - 
Lexi Baranczyk, Pulaski, 6-0, 6-2.

Pulaski tennis team blanked by Bay Port

Former Hawk returns
to girls basketball program

Shawano Community High 
School alum Tori DePerry will re-
turn to the school as the girls var-
sity assistant basketball coach.

A former Hawk student-ath-
lete who went on to compete at 
the collegiate and professional 
levels, DePerry returns to Sha-
wano with extensive playing ex-
perience, a strong understanding 
of the student-athlete experience 
and a desire to give back to the 
program that helped shape her.

“I’m most looking forward to 
giving back to a program that 
gave me so many great experi-
ences and memories as a stu-
dent-athlete,” DePerry said. “It’s 
exciting to come back to Shawano 
and work with athletes who are 
in the same position I was once 
in. I aspire to help them grow as 
athletes, teammates and people 
while bringing positive energy to 
the program.”

DePerry continued her basket-
ball career at Division 2 Saginaw 
Valley State University and Divi-
sion 1 University of South Dakota 
before playing professionally in 

Portugal. She will bring those ex-
periences to the Hawks program 
with an emphasis on fundamen-
tals, teamwork, communication 
and creating an environment 
where athletes feel confident and 
prepared to compete.

Head coach Mike Prey said De-
Perry’s experience at the highest 
levels of the game will be an asset 
to the program.

“I am extremely excited to 
have Tori join me on the Sha-
wano Hawks girls basketball 

coaching staff,” Prey said. “Her 
knowledge and feel for the game, 
developed throughout her col-
legiate and professional playing 
career, is what I am most excited 
about. She has experienced the 
game at a very high level, and I 
believe that perspective will be 
invaluable to our players.”

Activities director Kayla Bren-
demuehl said welcoming a for-
mer Hawk back to serve current 
student-athletes makes the ap-
pointment especially meaningful.

“We are thrilled to welcome 
Tori back to Shawano,” Bren-
demuehl said. “She brings tre-
mendous basketball experience 
but equally important is her 
connection to our school and 
community.

“Tori understands what it 
means to be a Hawk, and our 
student-athletes will benefit from 
her knowledge, perspective and 
commitment to helping them 
grow both on and off the court.”

For DePerry, returning home 
in a coaching role is an oppor-
tunity to help provide today’s 
Hawks with the same positive ex-
periences she remembers.

“Shawano has always been 
an important part of my life, and 
it means a lot to give back to a 
program that helped shape me,” 
she said. “I’m excited to learn, 
contribute and help our athletes 
become the best versions of 
themselves.”

The Shawano School District wel-
comes Tori DePerry back to the 
Hawks, and officials look forward to 
the experience, leadership and en-
ergy she will bring to the girls bas-
ketball program.	               CONTRIBUTED

DePerry played 
D1, D2 in college, 
professional ball 

in Portugal
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Horri� c images of 9-11 
still vivid 25 years later

To say 9-11 was a seminal moment in 
American history is a huge understate-
ment. Most people of school age in 2001 
can tell you exactly where they were that 
day. Though it’s 25 years since 
it happened, the events are 
seared into my memory as 
they must be in yours.

Sept. 11, 2001, started like 
nearly every other day in 
my busy life. I got ready and 
picked up a colleague who 
rode with me to school. We 
were close friends who shared 
the happenings in our lives 
during the pleasant 15-minute 
drive from Appleton to Riverview Middle 
School in downtown Kaukauna.

Classes had been in session for only a 
week; we were still adjusting to the rou-
tine. She pointed out how blue the sky was 
as we got out of the car and bemoaned the 
fact that we had to be inside on such a 
beautiful mid-September Tuesday.

I carried my teaching satchel � lled 
with compositions written by my sev-
enth-grade language arts students. Some 
of the papers needed grading, and I was 

determined to get it done dur-
ing my third hour preparation 
time. I preferred doing this 
task at school where I could 
close the door to Room 209 
and give their assignments 
my full attention.

As it happened, 209 shared 
a side doorway to 207, where 
my colleague, Gene Hardesty, 
taught social studies. Gene 
was a wonderful guy — a gen-

tleman, devoted teacher and hard-work-
ing team member. A Navy veteran o�  cer, 
he certainly didn’t � t my ill-informed 
stereotype of a sailor, all bluster, tattoos 
and profanity. (My apologies. Now I know 
better.)

Hijacked jetliners piloted by terrorists struck the World Trade Center in New York on 9-11. 
Columnist Kathleen Marsh remembers when she fi rst saw this and other horrifi c images on 
that fateful day and how she had to help the students in her class make sense of what they’d 
witnessed. JAPAN TIMES MARSH, continued on page 16

KATHLEEN MARSH
COLUMNIST

Cannon Farm o� ers natural products
From meats to 

jams, farmer o� ers 
a lot in farm store

By KAY REMINGER
Correspondent

From meat to vegetables, everything 
sold on the Cannon Family Farm is all-
natural and homegrown, farm to table.

Born and raised appreciating a farm-
ing background, owner Sheldon Can-
non stresses the importance of know-
ing where food comes from. Raising 
steers, geese, ducks, roosters, chickens, 
pigs, rabbits and goats, he is kept busy 
o� ering healthy, clean food.

“Everything we grow here is free of 
hormones, chemicals or antibiotics, 
is locally grown and 100% all natural,” 
said Cannon. “Eggs in the store selling 
for 99 cents a dozen might have been 
sitting in a warehouse for months on 
end until they get to the shelf for sale. 
Here, we have fresh-laid eggs,” he said. 
“We bring a hog in to butcher, and pro-
cessing takes days instead of weeks to 
get it back.”

Also on the farm — o� ered in a self-
serve capacity — are canned jellies and 
jams, farm-fresh chicken and duck eggs 
and homemade bird suet. Additionally, 
a variety of vegetables such as sweet 
corn, tomatoes, onions and peppers are 
for sale.

Presented as well are a variety of 
homemade beef-tallow lotions with 
new scents: watermelon, rum cedar, 
jasmine, lotus, chamomile, English lav-
ender and unscented.

Tallow is an all-natural way to mois-
turize skin. Because it closely matches 
the oils skin already produces, tallow 
absorbs easily. It functions as an e� ec-
tive occlusive — an air- and water-tight 
covering — which creates a natural, 
breathable barrier that locks in mois-
ture and protects skin from environ-
mental stressors.

At their store, they sell homegrown, 
individually packaged beef, pork, whole 
roasting chickens as well as chicken 
feet.

“Chicken feet are good for making 
homemade soup stock.” said Cannon. 

“We also sell our meat in halves or 
quarters, depending on what the cus-
tomer wants.”

Future endeavors include o� ering 
meat goats for sale, as well as rab-
bit meat. Both goats and rabbits are 
entered at the Shawano County Fair 
through Bonduel 4-H.

Joining the other animals, a horse is 
soon to arrive at the farm. Currently, a 
pasture is being prepared.

Sun� owers are grown on the farm 
and are sold whole, with the customers 
either picking themselves or Cannon 
cuts them. Upon request, sun� ower 
bouquets are fashioned onsite.

Growing pumpkins for a little over 
four years on an approximately 2-acre 
pumpkin patch, that product is ready 
for harvest.

“This fall we’ll be busy selling pump-
kins. We’ve got a pretty good crop com-
ing in this year,” said Cannon. “We also 
sell pancake mix — pumpkin spice or 
plain. There’s nothing like a � u� y pan-
cake with maple syrup and a hot cof-
fee or hot chocolate on a chilly fall 
morning.”

Sheldon Cannon’s sons, Trenton, 11, 
and Robert, 5, are learning the trade 
early.

“My boys take animals to the fair, 

so they do the grunt work to get them 
ready,” he said.

Along with physically helping on the 
farm, Cannon’s friend handles the so-
cial media aspect, posting information 
on Facebook to help get the word out. 
Custom T-shirts and tumblers — using 
a special printer and heat press — are 
also available for sale upon order.

“I admit I’m old-school,” said Can-
non. “I grew up with a paper and pencil, 
and that’s how it works. I’m a low-tech 
man in a high-tech world. As a kid, I 
didn’t do video games; I worked hands-
on in the soil.”

Growing up with farming and work-
ing on farms and other occupations, 
Cannon graduated from the Bonduel 
School District and has been in this 

AT A GLANCE
WHAT: Cannon Family Farm
WHERE: W3896 County Road BE, Bonduel
WHEN: Self-serve is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
seven days a week.
CONTACT: Connect with the farm on Face-
book at Cannon Family Farm. Questions 
and orders can be directed to Sheldon Can-
non at 715-584-1843.

Owner Sheldon Cannon poses on his family farm. Offering a variety of homegrown meat and vegetables, Cannon stresses he produces clean 
food — everything is free of hormones, chemicals and antibiotics. KAY REMINGER

CANNON, continued on page 16
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THEME: MOVIE 
QUOTES

ACROSS
1. Give benediction
6. World’s oldest broadcast-
ing company, acr.
9. Hoodwink
13. H, spelled out
14. Have a cold, e.g.
15. Dogma
16. Raja’s wife
17. Shel Silverstein’s con-
strictor
18. Extreme, prefix
19. *”____, my dear, I don’t 
give a damn”
21. *”Why so ____?”
23. “High” beverage
24. Fairytale’s second word
25. “Swan Lake” step, e.g.
28. Potassium hydroxide 
solution, pl.
30. Nincompoop
35. Month of Purim
37. At any time
39. Coastal town in south-
ern England
40. Flick part
41. 4 x 4 race
43. Like most Brothers 
Grimm stories
44. “Peer Gynt” playwright
46. Actress Campbell
47. Please do not delay, acr.
48. Experienced sailor (2 
words)
50. Dispatched
52. a.k.a. Tokyo
53. Window guards
55. Beer faucet
57. *”I’m mad as hell, 
and I’m not going to take it 
____”

61. *”What we’ve got here 
is ____ to communicate”
65. Like United States 
Capitol
66. Food safety org.
68. Ritual basin
69. Tooth trouble
70. Husk of corn
71. Sharks’ domain
72. Fence board
73. Pastrami partner
74. Paper quantities

DOWN
1. Vomit
2. The one with pants on 
fire
3. Volcano in Sicily
4. *”I can smell the ____ 
of a woman... Honey oil, 
lavender, soap”
5. Israeli monetary unit
6. *”Hasta la vista, ____”
7. Life story, for short
8. Fastener
9. Hero shop
10. “Do ____ others...”
11. Paddington Bear’s 
homeland
12. Airport postings, acr.
15. Rutabaga cousin
20. Extra sweatshirt, e.g.
22. Long period of time
24. No-good
25. *”We’ll always have 
____”
26. Hacienda brick
27. Mexican cuisine staple
29. *”She doesn’t ____ go 
here”
31. Party garb?
32. Not better
33. Homer’s famous poem, 
with The
34. *”Not quite my ____”

36. Donna or Lou
38. Techno dance party
42. Busybody, in Yiddish
45. *”____ puts Baby in a 
corner”
49. Toothy fish
51. Alterations specialist
54. Mention something
56. *”There’s no ____ like 
home”

57. Contributes
58. Season to be jolly
59. Village People hit
60. Source of protein
61. Cab payment
62. Eye layer
63. #74 Across, sing.
64. Sea eagles
67. *”Go ahead, make my 
____”

Close to finishing the task 
before my next class, I was 
at my desk when I heard un-
familiar sounds emanating 
from his classroom. I sur-
mised that his students were 
watching a PBS special. Sud-
denly, his classroom erupt-
ed. The hubbub escalated, 
which was as unusual as his 
unexpected appearance at 
my desk.

Obviously upset, Gene 
had left his classroom via the 
common door, something 
he’d never done before.

“They’re attacking us,” he 
said with tears in his eyes. “I 
need help.”

I knew full well not to ask 
what was wrong and hur-
riedly followed him. Was this 
a classroom mutiny? If so, 
what would I, or should I, 
do? I was relieved when we 
entered his classroom.

The kids were just sitting 
at their desks when a stu-
dent in the back of the room 
pointed at the TV and yelled, 

“Look, Mrs. Marsh. Look!”
I did and was puzzled.
My first impression was 

that the kids were reacting 
to a harrowing air combat 
film. “What’s the big deal?” I 
thought. Gene saw my con-
fusion and explained that a 
jetliner had struck the North 
Tower of the World Trade 
Center in New York.

Mired in disbelief, I 
watched as the moment of 
impact was replayed. Then 
we were all in shock as new 
images of the South Tower 
being struck flashed across 
the screen.

When told that the Penta-
gon had also been hit, I knew 
Gene was right. This was no 
tragic accident. It was ter-
rorism. That wasn’t all. In 
an ensuing act of incred-
ible heroism, all passengers 
aboard Flight 93 were killed 
when it crashed in a Penn-
sylvania field. Their courage 
prevented a fourth attack in-
tended to take out our entire 

government in Washington.
It requires a lot for sev-

enth graders to walk quietly 
through hallways during 
change of classes and even 
more for them to calmly take 
their seats. I remember how 
silent and still they were, 
walking like robots into my 
classroom, obviously as 
shell-shocked as I was. My 
training and decades of ex-
perience had not prepared 
me for this.

Realizing the moment de-
manded something extraor-
dinary, I dug deep. The class 
plan I’d written on the chalk-
board was not going to cut it.

“I’ve made a decision,” I 
said in a subdued and sooth-
ing voice. “I think we need 
to talk this through. I’m sure 
you have questions and con-
cerns. I want to hear from all 
of you, one at a time. If you 
prefer to pass when I call on 
you, that’s OK.”

It was amazing. I felt 
privileged to be allowed into 

their private space for those 
critical moments.

“Are they going to attack 
us too?” one asked.

Another said, “I’m think-
ing about kids who went 
to school today and won’t 
have parents when they get 
home.”

A usually self-assured girl 
admitted, “I feel so helpless. 
I hate it when that happens.”

A big and brawny farm 
kid asked, “Do you think 
the Army will take me if I lie 
about my age?”

I answered each one from 
the heart, and many parents 
thanked me later for provid-
ing comfort for their chil-
dren on that terrible day.

“It worked both ways,” I 
replied. “Both ways.”

Kathleen Marsh is a lifelong educa-
tor, writer and community advocate. 
She has published eight books, four 
on the history of Townsend, where 
she and husband Jon are happily 
retired on the beautiful Townsend 

Flowage.

area his whole life.
“I bought this 4-acre piece with the 

buildings, because I just wanted to be 
my own boss,” said Cannon. “I’d always 
worked for others.”

At this time, Cannon Family Farm 
does not bring their products to farm-
ers markets but may consider it in the 
future. For now, repeat customers are 
supportive and faithful, and they under-
stand Cannon offers a good, wholesome 
product.

“I like promoting the natural foods 
versus stuff you get in the grocery stores. 
I was raised on eating clean, and I want 
to share that natural product with oth-
ers,” said Cannon.

At one point, Cannon was a volunteer 
firefighter for five years. Growing up with 
his whole family involved in firefighting 
and emergency medicine as well as farm-
ing, he has a propensity to help people.

“We’re not getting rich by any means. 
We spend hours tending to all the ani-
mals and vegetable gardens, but I like 
helping people and standing by my prod-
uct,” said Cannon. “This is a lifestyle that 
I’m passionate about. We know where 
the food comes from. We consume and 
can what we grow and sell the rest.”

MARSH, continued from page 15 CANNON, continued from page 15
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Prepare landscape for change of seasons
As summer comes to an end, it’s time 

to prepare landscapes for fall and winter. 
Proper fall care helps increase plants’ 
winter survival, supports pollinators and 
promotes the overall health, longevity 
and beauty of a landscape.

Continue watering as 
needed. This is especially im-
portant for new plantings, ev-
ergreens and moisture-loving 
plants; but don’t overlook 
established trees. Drought 
stress makes plants, even es-
tablished ones, more suscep-
tible to life-threateninginsects 
and disease.

Remove weeds in gardens 
and mixed borders. Cooler 
temperatures and a shorter 
to-do list make it easier to 
squeeze in more time for this task. Elimi-
nating weeds now means fewer weeds to 
pull next year.

Don’t pack away the mower just yet. 
Keep cutting the lawn as long as it keeps 
growing. Mow over fall leaves and leave 
them and grass clippings on the lawn. 
The short clippings and quarter-size leaf 
pieces add nutrients and organic matter 
to the soil. Just make a second pass with 
the mower, if needed, to cut the leaves 
down in size.

Put some of the fall leaves to work in 
gardens as a mulch. They insulate plant 
roots from temperature extremes, help 
suppress weeds, conserve moisture and 
improve the soil as they decompose. 
Leaves also provide insulation and win-
ter protection for a variety of bene� cial 
insects, toads and frogs.

Start a compost pile by mixing fall 
leaves with other landscape trimmings. 
Don’t add invasive plants, aggressive 
weeds or those gone to seed. Leave in-
sect- and disease-infested or chemically 

treated plant debris out of the pile. Don’t 
add fat, meat and other animal products 
that can attract rodents. Moisten and oc-
casionally turn the pile to speed up the 
process. Soon it will be a wonderful soil 

conditioner to put back into 
the landscape.

Let healthy perennials 
stand for winter. Many pro-
vide motion, form and texture 
to the winter garden. This 
subtle winter beauty may not 
be as colorful as your summer 
garden, but it adds interest to 
what may be an otherwise 
drab winter landscape.

The standing perennials 
also support songbirds and 
bene� cial insects. Seed heads 
of many perennials attract 

seed-eating songbirds, adding color and 
motion throughout the winter. They also 
provide winter homes and shelter for 
bene� cial insects that pollinate plants, 
help manage insect pests and more.

Remove diseased plant debris and 
those infested with plant-damaging in-
sects. Removing these from the garden 
reduces the source of future infestations 
which means healthier plants with less 
pest management required. Local munic-
ipalities can provide guidance on dispos-
ing of pest-infested plant debris.

Wait for several hard frosts when cut-
ting perennials back in the fall. This al-
lows the plant to maximize energy pro-
duced and store it in the roots for healthy 
growth next spring. Make the cut 2 to 3 
inches above the ground to avoid damag-
ing the crown of the plant.

Protect plants and gardens susceptible 
to animal damage. A cylinder of hard-
ware cloth at least 4 feet high sunk sev-
eral inches into the ground can reduce 
the risk of rabbit, deer and vole damage. 

A fence 5 feet tall around small gardens, 
8 feet by 13 feet or smaller, with a secure 
gate can reduce the risk of most critter 
damage.

If fencing isn’t a practical option, con-
sider using repellent. Applying repellent 
before animals begin feeding provides 
the greatest success. Look for rain- and 
snow-resistant repellent, allowing gar-
deners to reapply less o� en.

Once fall landscape chores are com-
plete, take time to clean, repair, sharpen 
and store tools for the winter and winter-
ize the lawn mower. Move granular land-
scape care products to a dry place and 
liquids to a frost-free location. Store them 

in a secure location away from pets and 
children.

Take advantage of the o� en-cooler fall 
days to prepare gardens for winter. Time 
spent now can help reduce winter dam-
age and save time as the next garden sea-
son begins.

Melinda Myers has written more than 20 garden-
ing books, including the “Midwest Gardener’s 

Handbook, 2nd Edition” and “Small Space 
Gardening.” She hosts The Great Courses “How 
to Grow Anything” streaming courses and the 

nationally syndicated Melinda’s Garden Moment 
radio program. Her website is www.melindamy-

ers.com.

Benefi cial shredded leaf mulch can be added to a fall perennial garden.
WWW.MELINDAMYERS.COM

Door County monument educates about Menominee
Monuments help us remem-

ber. They educate visitors about 
the past, acknowledging that the 
society we’re all a part of is built 
upon the foundation of those 
who preceded us.

On Sept. 13, the Greater Es-
carpment Organization of Door 
County will host “a so�  open-
ing and dedication of the � rst 
four educational interpretive 
panels at Escarpment Park in 
Northern Door.” Among the pan-
els being honored is one titled 
“Omāēqnomenēw-ahkīheh: In 
the Land of the Menominee.”

My late Mohican friend, Lar-
ry Madden, used to say that he 
spoke to local historical societ-
ies because“Scandinavians need 
to know that the story of Door 
County didn’t begin when Odin 
set them down on the land. It be-
gins with Menominee people.”

Madden passed last Novem-
ber, but his legacy of honoring 
and perpetuating Native Ameri-
can culture endures. That in-
cludes his lifelong 
friendship with Nan-
cy Goss.

Goss is now the 
president of GEODC, 
and she stated that 
her role is, “bring-
ing the right people 
together for the right 
reasons a� er an idea 
is created and letting 
them shine.”

Goss helped spearhead a cam-
paign that drew funding from 
the Town of Liberty Grove, the 
Wisconsin Coastal Management 
Program and the Door County 

Community Investment Fund.
“We also fundraise through 

‘escarpment related’ tours and 
educational speakers, and we ap-

pear at local festivals 
and markets to keep 
our name and mis-
sion in the public,” 
Goss said. “We have 
received a few signi� -
cant monetary con-
tributions from local 
angels.”

According to 
Goss, the mission of 
GEODC is, “Educa-

tion, education, and education. 
Our mission demands we use 
every educational tool avail-
able to raise awareness of the 
geological, historical, cultural, 

environmental and economic 
signi� cance of the Niagara Es-
carpment in Door County.”

The idea for the Menominee 
panel came from Goss. Mad-
den had made Goss aware that 
Menominee people held the 
land � rst, but she noticed that 
the public acknowledgements of 
Door County’s original inhabit-
ants excluded them.

“The historical society across 
the road from us has, for years, 
held programs exclusively on 
the Potawatomi as the � rst Na-
tive Americans on the Peninsula. 
I kind of took issue with that as 
somewhat misleading,” Goss 
said.

Goss explained that she want-
ed the story to be told by the 

actual living descendants instead 
of AI or a non-Native historian, 
but she was having trouble mak-
ing inroads until she spoke to 
Madden.

“One a� ernoon, when I was 
near where he lived, I stopped 
in for a routine visit,” she said. 
“That’s where the real prog-
ress began. Larry opened doors 
for me that had been hereto-
fore closed. We traveled to the 
Menominee community where 
he introduced me to President 
Chris Caldwell, Historic Preser-
vation O�  cer Dave Grignon and 
you, Dr. Winn.”

Through these introduc-
tions, GEODC found its advisers 
for educating Escarpment Park 
visitors.

My involvement led to Goss 
being connected with the 
Menominee Clans Committee, 
whose work is housed on the col-
lege’s website. The � nished panel 
features the words and images 
of the site’s late creators, James 
Frechette Jr. and Mike Ho� man.

Ho� man’s widow, Karen Ann 
Ho� man, is one of the website’s 
caretakers, who both advised on 
the panel and gave permission 
for it to feature printed QR codes 
linking to the site.

“This signage, with its link to 
the Menominee Place Names 
Map on the Menominee Clans 
Story website, brings a fuller, 
richer understanding of the 
landscape on which all stand. 
It uniquely brings thousands of 
years of history and culture into 
the palm of our hands,” Ho� man 
said.

Caldwell added his approval, 
stating, “Door County is part of 
the Menominee ancestral home-
lands, and as Menominee people, 
we are charged with caring for it. 
This sign will help visitors real-
ize our continuing commitment 
to land stewardship and cultural 
preservation through the work 
being done at CMN.”

The Escarpment Park instal-
lation will also celebrate the 
installation of panels titled “An-
cient Forests,” “Sculpted by Ice 
and Water” and “Underground 
Passages.”

“To the rest of the stakehold-
ers, the Menominee panel repre-
sents a totally factual and beau-
tifully completed educational 
representation of a history and 
culture that, I believe, does not 
have enough representation,” 
Goss said. “Many of our local 
museums focus on ‘early settlers 
— German, Scandinavian, Bel-
gian, Icelandic. Yes, they settled 
here; however, the Native Ameri-
cans were truly the � rst.”

Monuments help us remem-
ber, and beginning Sept. 13, visi-
tors to Escarpment Park will be 
informed that they are standing 
on a piece of the Menominee an-
cestral homelands. Acknowledg-
ing that fact is an important step 
on the journey to truly remem-
bering the history which modern 
Wisconsinites too o� en forget.

Ryan Winn, Ph.D., teaches communi-
cations, English, history and theater 
at the College of Menominee Nation. 
Visit www.menominee.edu for more 

information about the school.

MELINDA MYERS
COLUMNIST

GARDENING WITH 
MELINDA MYERS

RYAN WINN
COLUMNIST

The “Omāēqnomenēw-ahkīheh: In the Land of the Menominee” panel has 
been installed at Escarpment Park in Northern Door County.

GREATER ESCARPMENT ORGANIZATION OF DOOR COUNTY
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NWTC FALLNWTC FALL

FRIDAY, SEPT. 11
OCONTO: Storytime, 10:30 a.m., Farnsworth 
Public Library, 715 Main St. Story and crafts 
for preschool children. A caregiver must stay 
with the child. 
SHAWANO: Gun Show, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
Republican Party of Shawano County, 712 E. 
Green Bay St. Admission $5.
SHAWANO: Salute to Service Night, 4-7 p.m., 
St. James Lutheran School, 324 S. Andrews 
St. Volleyball matches, opening invocation 
and ceremonies between first and second 
matches, approximately 5 p.m. Doors open 
3:30 p.m.
SURING: Recovery Talking Circle, 6-8 p.m. 
South Branch Community Center, W1281 
County Road M. 
SURING: Suring Car Show, 6-10 p.m., Main 
Street and Veterans Memorial Park, 414 E. 
Brook St. Car Cruise 6 p.m., live music 7-10 
p.m., bonfire, camping.
SATURDAY, SEPT. 12
LENA: Dairyfest, 6:30 a.m. to close, St. 
Anne’s Parish grounds, 221 E. Main St. Regis-
tration 6:30-7:30 a.m. for Stampede 5k run/
walk 8 a.m., parade 10:30 a.m., kids activi-
ties, live music.
SHAWANO: FRESH Project Shawano Farmers 
Market, 8 a.m. to noon, Franklin Park, 235 
Washington St. 
SURING: Suring Car Show, 9 a.m. to 11 p.m., 
Main Street and Veterans Memorial Park, 414 
E. Brook St. Kids activities, vendors, raffles, 
food and drinks, live music and DJ.
SURING: Burger/brat fry, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Su-
ring Area Public Library parking lot, 604 Main 
St. Hosted by Suring Area Historical Society.
MARION: Historical Society Heritage Day, 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m., Marion Historical Society, 620 
E. Ramsdell St. Car show, crafts, buildings 
open to tour, basket raffles, silent auction, 
pie baking contest, food and refreshments 
served.
SHAWANO: Gun Show, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Re-
publican Party of Shawano County, 712 E. 
Green Bay St. Admission $5.
GILLETT: Public Mobile Petting Zoo, 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., Gillett Public Library, 200 E. Main 
St. Animals from Spring Creek Farm, farm-
fresh beef and maple syrup available.

SUNDAY, SEPT. 13
SHAWANO: Zurko’s Flea Market, 7 a.m. to 3 
p.m., Shawano County Fairgrounds, 990 E. 
Green Bay St. Admission $2. 
SHAWANO: Customs and Classic Car Show, 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m., Shawano County Park, W5785 
Lake Drive.
CHASE: Chase Stone Barn Craft Show, 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m., Chase Stone Barn, 8246 
County Road S. Handmade items from local 
artisans and crafters, live music, food and 
drinks.
TUESDAY, SEPT. 15
KESHENA: Recovery talking circle, 6-8 p.m. 
Omaeqnomenewak Wetohkatikamek Center, 
2700 Mianaceqtawak Road. Information: Min-
dy Thunder at 715-799-3835 or mthunder@
mitw.org. 
WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 16
STILES: St. Patrick’s Rummage Sale, 8 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., 5760 County Road I. 
BONDUEL: Farmers Market, 4-7 p.m., corner 
of Cecil and Green Bay streets. 
KESHENA: Recovery talking circle, 6-8 p.m. 
Omaeqnomenewak Wetohkatikamek Center, 
2700 Mianaceqtawak Road. Information: Min-
dy Thunder at 715-799-3835 or mthunder@
mitw.org. 
THURSDAY, SEPT. 17
BOWLER: Nature Bathing Along the Trail 
Walk, 10 a.m., Snowmobile Pavilion, 104 E. 
Railroad St. Outdoor enthusiast Nikole Kosza-
rek leads a 1.5-mile walk designed to help 
participants slow down, engage their senses 
and experience the natural beauty of the the 
Mountain-Bay State Trail.
OCONTO: Thursday Play Group, 10:30 a.m. to 
noon, Farnsworth Public Library, 715 Main St. 
Meant for children to play and interact with 
other children at the library. A caregiver must 
stay with the child.
NAVARINO: Navarino at Noon, noon, Navarino 
Nature Center, W5646 Lindsten Road. Topic: 
Prairie Plant/Garden Seed. Suggested dona-
tion $5.
SHAWANO: YP’s After Hours, 6-8 p.m., The 
Patio, Luigi’s Pizza and Pasta, 607 S. Main 
St. Networking and conversation hosted by 
Shawano Area Young Professionals; saYPro 
members receive first drink free.

WHAT’S HAPPENINGWMC seeks Coolest 
Thing Made in Wisconsin

Wisconsin Manufacturers and Com-
merce is again hosting a statewide 
competition to find the Coolest Thing 
Made in Wisconsin.

The 2026 contest marks the 11th year 
of the popular public voting competi-
tion and the first year of a new part-
nership with BMO, which joins as the 
contest’s presenting partner.

Since its launch in 2016, the Cool-
est Thing Made in Wisconsin contest 
has showcased the ingenuity, crafts-
manship and economic impact of Wis-
consin manufacturers, while engaging 
thousands of voters from across the 
state. The annual competition high-
lights the wide range of products made 
in Wisconsin, from iconic consumer 
goods and agricultural innovation to 
advanced technologies and industrial 
equipment.

“For more than a decade, this con-
test has helped spotlight the innovation 
and talent that make Wisconsin a man-
ufacturing powerhouse,” WMC Presi-
dent/CEO Kurt R. Bauer said. “This 
year is particularly special as we wel-
come BMO as our presenting partner to 
kick off this outstanding competition.”

Wisconsin leads the country in man-
ufacturing jobs per capita. Last year 
alone, the manufacturing industry con-
tributed over $73.8 billion to the state’s 
GDP, generating an estimated $46.4 
billion in earnings for manufacturing 
workers.

WMC was the first organization to 
launch a Coolest contest to highlight 
the manufacturing sector. Now, 26 state 
chambers and manufacturing organi-
zations host similar programs for their 
state’s manufacturers.

Consumer Cellular - the 
same reliable, nationwide 

coverage as the largest car-
riers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activa-
tion is free. All plans feature 

unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. 
For more information, call 

1-833-518-2155

In Person or Call:  715-526-6188  •  715-526-2121  
Monday thru Friday 9:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.
Online: classifieds@newmedia-wi.com

Ad Deadline: 3pm Thursday Prior

MARINE

1330 E Lieg Ave
2 bedrooms 

Great location 
Parking avail. 

Starting at $950 + deposit 
Pete 715-218-5731

1350 E Lieg Ave 
Beautiful recently 
Fully Remodeled 

2 bedrooms 
Great loc. Garage avail.

Starting at $950 + Deposit 
Tom 715-280-0525

445 Humphrey Cr. 
Beautiful Fully Remodeled 

1 or 2 Bedroom 
Convenient location 

Garage Available 
Starting at $855 + Deposit 

Tom 715-280-0525

Mountain Bay Trail 
Apartments

1/2/3 Bedrooms 
Onsite Management 

Heat Included 
Single Car Garage 
W/D in apartment 

Rent begins at $885 
715-526-8790

MISCELLANEOUS

RUMMAGE 
SALES

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 

FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-888-425-2108 today!

APARTMENTSAPARTMENTS

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath 

or shower in as little as one 
day. For a limited time, waiv-

ing ALL installation costs! 
(Additional terms apply. 

Subject to change and vary 
by dealer.

 Offer ends 12/27/26.) 
Call 1-844-260-2934

Audien Hearing. The world’s 
first hearing aid with touch-
screen controls. No tiny but-
tons, apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free 
shipping. Lifetime support. 

More than 1.5 million happy 
customers. Call Audien 

1-833-824-3349

HELP WANTED

MISCELLANEOUS

Sell it in the
Classifieds!Find what you’re 

looking for in the
CLASSIFIEDS!

RUMMAGE SALES

HOUSE FOR RENT

3000+ square foot executive 
ranch style home on  a 19 

acre wooded lot with nearly 
2000 ft of frontage on the 

Wolf River, close to 
Shawano.  3 bedroom (or 
2 with den), 2.5 bath, ¾ 

basement, screen porch, 2+ 
car garage and a detached 
multi-car garage.  Available 
mid-Sept.  $1,820 a month 

(internet included), plus 
utilities and yard mainte-
nance.  Wildlife paradise.  

References needed.  
Call for an appointment.  

312-925-2337

BOAT & PONTOON
CLEARANCE

PRICING ON OVER 400 
FISHING BOATS, PON-
TOONS, WAKE BOATS, 
ATVs, SIDExSIDES AND 

MORE. 
HUGE DISCOUNTS.
 DON’T MISS OUT. 

AMERIDAN MARINE
& MOTORSPORTS,

SHAWANO.
866-955-BOAT (2628)

4-day Garage Sale Labor 
Day Weekend

Friday, Saturday, Sunday 
and Monday

Christmas items, clothes, 
tools, and many household 

items—too much to list!
9-4 each day

N 5705 East Channel Drive, 
Shawano 

920-562-9276

Garage Sale:
299 S Maple Avenue, Oconto Falls

Thursday, 9/17 thru Saturday, 9/19
9:00-4:00

Clothing: Women’s {Sm to XL), Men’s 
{Sm to XL}, Girls (2T & 3T), Boys 8/10- to 
18/20, & Junior sizes
Shoes (kids & adult)
Misc items & décor for kitchen, bathroom, 
living room, bedroom, outdoor
Boy’s bikes, girls tricycle, Toys & games, 
stroller, toddler table booster seat
Hot tub steps, chairs, instant pot, printer, 
two 4-piece xmas dinnerware set & 
serving set
& much more

WNAXLP
#######

9/18/26
STATE OF WISCONSIN

SHAWANO COUNTY

PUPPIES FOR SALE
German Shorthaired Purebred Puppies 
for 
Sale Oconto Falls: 920-604-1988
$500. each

WNAXLP
SHA-341

9/18/26
STATE OF WISCONSIN

SHAWANO COUNTY

HELP WANTED!
S&K hardwoods have a new 
supervisor on duty, and we are 
seeking the following job positions to 
be filled; Forklift/End loader Operator, 
Wood Piler (with chance to move up), 
and Truck Driver. If interested, you 
can find us on indeed, stop by our 
office, or email your resume to office@
kerstenlumberco.com. Located at 295 
US HWY 45, Birnamwood.

WNAXLP
SHA-340

9/18/26
STATE OF WISCONSIN

SHAWANO COUNTY
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• Jessica J. Baxter, 29, a Black Creek 
woman serving a sentence at Taycheedah 
Correctional Institution, pleaded no contest 
June 23 to possession of methamphetamine. 
Judge Jay Conley sentenced her Aug. 31 to 
three years in prison followed by two years of 
extended supervision with conditions.

• Melina Kathryn Isabel Herr, 25, Gillett, 
had her probation revoked May 19 from a Janu-
ary conviction for possession of methamphet-
amine and misdemeanor charges of disorderly 
conduct, possession of THC and possession 
of drug paraphernalia. Conley sentenced her 
Sept. 2 to 18 months in prison followed by two 
years of extended supervision with conditions.

• Kyle Evan Bueschel, 28, Weyauwega, 
was charged Sept. 1 with possession of drug 
paraphernalia to produce or store metham-
phetamine and a misdemeanor count of pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. Judge Hannah 

Schuchart set a $100 cash bond and ad-
journed his initial appearance until Oct. 15.

• Austin Nicholas Lucier, 19, Clintonville, 
was charged Sept. 1 with maintaining a drug 
traffi cking place, possession of metham-
phetamine, felony bail jumping, fi ve counts 
of misdemeanor bail jumping and a misde-
meanor count of resisting or obstructing an 
offi cer. Schuchart set a $5,000 cash bond 
and adjourned his initial appearance until 
Sept. 23.

• Ashley Pearl Phalen, 25, Suring, was 
charged Sept. 1 with maintaining a drug traffi ck-
ing place, possession of methamphetamine, 
possession of drug paraphernalia to produce 
or store methamphetamine, two counts of fel-
ony bail jumping and misdemeanor counts of 
resisting or obstructing an offi cer and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. Schuchart set a 
$10,000 cash bond and adjourned her initial 

appearance until Sept. 23.
• Dylan J. Wolff, 27, Pulcifer, was charged 

Sept. 1 with maintaining a drug traffi cking 
place, possession of methamphetamine, pos-
session of drug paraphernalia to produce or 
store methamphetamine, two counts of felony 
bail jumping, one count of misdemeanor bail 
jumping and a misdemeanor count of resist-
ing or obstructing an offi cer. Schuchart set a 
$4,000 cash bond and adjourned his initial ap-
pearance until Sept. 23.

• Jacob M. Samsa, 36, Oconto, was 
charged Sept. 2 with strangulation and suf-
focation, battery and disorderly conduct as 
a domestic abuse repeater. Schuchart set a 
$2,500 cash bond and adjourned his initial ap-
pearance until Oct. 15.

• Brady Lee Boucher, 32, Oconto, was 
charged Sept. 3 with fl eeing an offi cer in his 
vehicle, maintaining a drug traffi cking place, 
possession of THC (second or subsequent of-
fense) and misdemeanor counts of resisting 
or obstructing an offi cer, possession of an ille-
gally obtained prescription, and possession of 
drug paraphernalia. Schuchart set a $10,000 
cash bond and adjourned his initial appear-
ance until Oct. 15.

• Michael Allen Couillard, 36, Little Sua-
mico, was charged Sept. 4 with possession 
of cocaine (second or subsequent offense), 

possession of THC (second or subsequent of-
fense) and a misdemeanor count of posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. Schuchart set a 
$500 cash bond and adjourned his initial ap-
pearance until Oct. 15.

• Thomas O. Folts, 21, Oconto Falls, was 
charged Sept. 4 with burglary to a building or 
dwelling, three counts of felony theft, criminal 
damage to property in excess of $2,500 and 
six counts of felony bail jumping. Schuchart 
set a $25,000 cash bond and adjourned his 
initial appearance until Oct. 13.

• Brian J. Ermis Jr., 24, Suring, was charged 
Sept. 4 with burglary to a building or dwelling, 
taking and driving a vehicle without consent, 
and receiving stolen property. Schuchart set a 
$4,000 cash bond and adjourned his initial ap-
pearance until Oct. 15.

• Trevor David Noe, 25, Pound was charged 
Sept. 4 with burglary to a building or dwelling, 
receiving stolen property, taking and driving a 
vehicle without consent and felony bail jump-
ing. Schuchart set a cash bond and adjourned 
his initial appearance until Oct. 15.

• Earl C. Glover III, 38, Marinette, was 
charged Sept. 4 with felony bail jumping and 
misdemeanor counts of battery, disorderly 
conduct and criminal damage to property. 
Schuchart set a $2,000 cash bond and ad-
journed his initial appearance until Oct. 15.

COURT NEWS

PUBLIC RECORD
OCONTO COUNTY 

SHERIFF’S 
DEPARTMENT

Sept. 3
Deputies responded to 66 

incidents, including four re-
ports of property damage on 
Lee Lake Road in the Town 
of Brazeau; three reports of 
property damage on North 
Kelly Lake Road in the Town of 
Brazeau; two reports of prop-
erty damage on River Road in 
the Town of Breed; and prop-
erty damage on Marl Lake 

Road in the Town of Bagley, on 
White Lake Road in the Town 
of Bagley, on Peshtigo Brook 
Road in the Town of Maple 
Valley, on Sleeter Road in the 
Town of Bagley, and at Zahn’s 
Farm Main Offi ce, 11568 
County Road H, Town of Gillett; 
an animal bite on Lilly Road in 
the Town of Little Suamico; ha-
rassment on Deer Path Court 
in the Town of Pensaukee; a 
disturbance on Main Street in 
Abrams; criminal damage on 
Saint Bernadette Road in the 
Town of Spruce; three traffi c 

stops, three citizen assists, 
six miscellaneous traffi c inci-
dents, one welfare check; fi ve 
crashes, three involving deer.
Sept. 2

Deputies responded to 
45 incidents, including squad 
damage on Pecor Street in 
Oconto; a structure fi re on 
Sunset Bay Lane in the Town 
of Townsend; a disturbance on 
County Road J in the Town of 
Little Suamico; a disturbance 
on Red Bank Road in the 
Town of Underhill; drugs at a 
redacted location; three traffi c 
stops, two traffi c hazards, one 
traffi c offense, one citizen as-
sist, two miscellaneous traffi c 
incidents, two welfare checks; 
fi ve ambulance calls; three 
crashes, two involving deer.
Sept. 1

Deputies responded to 
75 incidents, including a dis-
turbance on Pecor Street in 
Oconto; a death investigation 
at a redacted location; a fi re 
control burn on Kingfi sher 
Lane in the Town of Oconto 
Falls; a disturbance on County 
Road N in the Town of Oconto; 
fraud at the Law Enforcement 
Center, 220 Arbutus Ave., 
Oconto; a wanted person at a 
redacted location; suspicious 
activity on Kelly Road in the 
Town of Underhill; a distur-
bance on Goldhorn Road in 
the Town of Brazeau; three 
traffi c stops, fi ve traffi c of-
fenses, three citizen assists, 
three miscellaneous traffi c 
incidents, two welfare checks; 
four ambulance calls; one 
crash.
Aug. 31

Deputies responded to 67 
incidents, including fi re con-
trol burns on County Road C 
in the Town of Morgan and on 
Business 41 in the Town of 
Oconto; three wanted persons 
at redacted locations; fraud 
on Schaal Road in the Town 
of Gillett; a disturbance at 
the Dawg Haus, 6495 Cream 
City Road, Town of Oconto; a 
disturbance at Gillett Second-
ary School, 208 W. Main St., 
Gillett; two traffi c stops, one 
citizen assist, three miscel-
laneous traffi c incidents, two 
welfare checks; nine ambu-
lance calls; three crashes, 
one involving deer.
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24 4.5 

Pat’s Market
GILLETT   (920) 855-6040

STORE HOURS: Mon-Fri 7:00 am-7:00 pm
Deli Hours: 8am - 6pm

Sat 8:00 am-5:30pm  Sun 8:00am-1:00pm
HSHS PHARMACY HOURS: 
MON-FRI 9:00AM-5:30PM

   These Prices Good Sept. 14th thru Sept. 20th, 2026  
While Supplies Last!

Accepting Mastercard, Visa, Discover and Quest Cards
                We reserve the right to limit quantities.

$179

$199

$249

Armor
Meatballs

Regular or Italian

3# lb. 1# bag

Ortega Taco
Sauce or Shells

Asst. Variety
4.9-8 oz.

lb. 

59¢89¢ lb.

12 oz.

lb.

Chi Chi’s
Salsa

Asst. Variety
16 oz

 lb.

$1599

Sugardale
Hot Dogs

14 oz.
$299

$249

            

$349

 
  

USDA CHOICE 
Boneless Ribeye

Steaks

Asst Variety          
26-32

oz.

Sunrise
McIntosh Apples

$119 $249

  

Family Pack
Pork Steak

Asst Variety          

Asst Variety          Asst Variety                                                   13.5 oz16.3 oz.

8 oz. lb.

Baby Bella
Mushrooms

Russet Baking
Potatoes

3

 

Miller Amish
Country Whole
Frying Chickens

99

32 oz. Bag

Fresh Express
Baby Spinich
Bolthouse Peeled

Baby Carrots

Asst Variety 7-9 oz.

$499

lb.Shaved or Sliced
Original or Honey

$

Asst. Variety
10-12 oz.5 oz.

Bays English
Muffins

$199

Kellogg’s
Pop Tarts

9.16-12.7 oz.

Jumbo Sweet
Vidalia Onions

Patrick
Cudahy
Virginia

Smoked Ham

99¢ 993
Orelda Frozen

Potatoes

$

16.9 oz.
24 pk

$299

Niagara
Drinking

Water

Niagara
Drinking

Water

2/$500

lb.

Mrs. Gerry’s
Extra Creamy
Coleslaw

$299
lb.

Mrs. Gerry’s
Extra Creamy
Coleslaw

$299
4 ct.

Sweet P’s
Jumbo
Muffins

$399
BelGioioso
Parmesan

Cheese Cups

BelGioioso
Parmesan

Cheese Cups

Food Club
Frozen

Vegetables

Food Club
Frozen

Vegetables

$499

Food Club Chicken
Nuggets, Patties,

Popcorn, or Strips

$499

Food Club Chicken
Nuggets, Patties,

Popcorn, or Strips

Creamy or Chunky

Skippy Peanut
Butter

2/$500
Creamy or Chunky

Skippy Peanut
Butter

2/$500 2/$500
Asst Variety                                                   16 oz

Pillsbury Toaster
Strudels

002/$6
Pillsbury Toaster

Strudels

002/$6
Blue Bunny
Mini Twist

Cones

2/$500

Blue Bunny
Mini Twist

Cones

2/$500
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MEET THE
PATRIOT 

The all-new Freedom Stoves Patriot PS24 
has arrived at Earth Sense!

POWERFUL. SMART. DEPENDABLE. 
The Patriot delivers up to 59,964 BTUs 

and can heat spaces from 1,000 to 2,600 
square feet, with WiFi connectivity, remote 

operation and available battery backup.

and get a winter’s 
worth of heat 

for FREE!*

SEPTEMBER SPECIAL 
Purchase a qualifying Patriot PS24 vent 

and installation package and receive:
6,000 LBS. OF FREE PREMIUM 

WOOD PELLETS!

MEET THE
PATRIOT 

The all-new Freedom Stoves Patriot PS24 

POWERFUL. SMART. DEPENDABLE. 
The Patriot delivers up to 59,964 BTUs 

and can heat spaces from 1,000 to 2,600 
square feet, with WiFi connectivity, remote 

operation and available battery backup.

SEPTEMBER SPECIAL 
Purchase a qualifying Patriot PS24 vent 

and installation package and receive:

Get yours 
today and 

get ready for 
winter.

Red Freedom PS 21 
Vintage Edition Stove

*PLUS, this year, a portion of proceeds 
from all Freedom Stoves brand 

product sales will be donated to 
the Tunnel to Towers Foundation.

*PLUS, this year, a portion of proceeds 
*This model 
qualifies for 

the charitable 
donation. 

PLUS

Schedule your free estimate today.

920-779-6647
EarthSenseEnergySystems.com
DALE | GREEN BAY | JUNCTION CITY

Red Freedom PS 21 
Vintage Edition Stove
Red Freedom PS 21 Red Freedom PS 21 
Vintage Edition StoveVintage Edition Stove

That’s 3 tons of fuel and potentially enough pellets to heat yourhome all winter! 
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By JACOB WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

The Green Bay Packers 
are running it back. Af-
ter collapsing in the Wild 
Card round a season ago 
against the Chicago Bears, 
team President Ed Policy 
decided to extend the con-
tracts of head coach Matt 
LaFleur and general man-
ager Brian Gutekunst.

Now, the pressure is on 
to win and prove Policy 
right.

The Packers looked like 
a team poised to compete 
for a Super Bowl when 
they were 9-3-1, ahead 
by two scores against the 
eventual one-seed in the 
AFC, Denver Broncos.

The season changed 
dramatically from there. 
Zach Tom (now Zach 
Bako-Bewele) and Micah 
Parsons were both lost for 
the season with significant 
knee injuries. The Packers 
collapsed at Denver and 
did not win another game 
the rest of the year. Now, 
they need to figure out a 
way to win without Par-
sons for at least the first 
month of the season.

What’s the biggest key 
to that? Winning within 
the division.

After a disastrous 1-5 
record in 2024 in division 

play, the Packers rebound-
ed to a respectable 4-2 last 
year. They easily could 
have been 6-0 had it not 
been for kicking away a 
game in Chicago and not 
trying to win against Min-
nesota in the final week of 
the season.

How are they going to 
navigate the first month 
of the season without 

Parsons with just one di-
vision game on the sched-
ule? That could shape how 
the rest of their season 
goes.

The New York Jets and 
Atlanta Falcons could be 
two of the worst teams in 
football this year. Green 
Bay faces them after a 
Week 1 date in Minnesota.

Tampa Bay follows 

before the toughest stretch 
of the year.

October includes home 
games against Chicago, 
Dallas and Carolina sand-
wiched around a road date 
with the Lions.

The good news is that 
Parsons should be back 
to full capacity by some 
point during the afore-
mentioned stretch. The 

Packers will desperately 
need him. They were one 
of the worst defenses in 
football without him in 
what was a five-game los-
ing streak to end the 2025 
season.

The biggest problem 
with getting on board with 
the Packers for the 2026 
season is how 2025 ended.

When the 2025 season 

ended, they had questions 
at offensive line, corner-
back and head coach.

Now, they have ques-
tions at offensive line, cor-
nerback and head coach.

At the top of the organi-
zational food chain, it cer-
tainly felt like the LaFleur 

2026 opening day roster raises
more questions than answers

Signed and sealed: Can they deliver?

By JACOB WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

The NFL season is upon 
us, which leads us to look 
around NFL rosters and 
wonder who is new to the 
team and how they’ll help 
their teams reach the next 
step.

In Green Bay, most of 
those new players for the 
2026 season are rookies 
with an added twist.

When the Packers’ 
season ended, they were 

missing who were argu-
ably three of their four 
best players.

Zach Bako-Bewele, Mi-
cah Parsons and Tucker 
Kraft all missed at least 
most of December and the 
team’s 31-27 playoff loss to 
the Chicago Bears.

Those three will be 
back on the field at some 
point this season, with 
two of them potentially as 
soon as Week 1.

How are those players 
going to perform?

Brandon Cisse
Cisse was the team’s 

second-round pick, and 
the highest investment the 
team has made in a cor-
nerback since they draft-
ed Eric Stokes in the first 
round of the 2021 draft.

Cisse was far and away 
Green Bay’s best defensive 
back during training camp. 
The Packers are typically a 
team that slow plays their 
rookies but appear to be 
ready to feed their second-
round pick to the wolves 

as soon as Week 1.

Chris McClellan
Speaking of rookies 

likely to be slow played, 
third-round pick Chris 
McClellan could certainly 
apply here. McClellan had 
a good training camp, 
but he’s caught at what 
is arguably the deepest 
position on the roster. 
The Packers kept seven 

Green Bay Packers head coach Matt LaFleur is tasked with bringing the team back after losing five straight games to end the 2025 season, including a 
playoff loss to the Bears. The 2025 campaign changed dramatically after Zach Tom (now Zach Bako-Bewele) and Micah Parsons were both lost for the 
season with significant knee injuries. The Packers collapsed at Denver and did not win another game the rest of the year.

Daniel Whelan has been a standout punter. Rookie Trey 
Smack finished preseason with a perfect record on field 
goals and extra points.. Special teams has been a perennial 
challenge for the Packers. New special teams coach Cam 
Achord joined the Packers following the surprise resignation 
of Rich Bisaccia.

Pressure on 
leadership 
after losing 

last 5 games

BRIAN GUTEKUNST ED POLICY

DELIVER,                    
continued on page 2

ROSTER,                      
continued on page 2

Green Bay Packers President Ed Policy 
completed his first season and commit-
ted contract extensions to general man-
ager Brian Gutekunst and head coach 
Matt LaFleur, despite a disappointing end 
to the 2025 season.
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GREEN BAY PACKERS AT MINNESOTA VIKINGS
Time and date: Sunday, Sept. 

13
Location: U.S. Bank Stadium
TV: CBS
Radio: Flagship WRIT-FM, 

Milwaukee, 95.7. Packers Ra-
dio Network includes WRLO-FM 
Antigo, 105.3; WMJQ-FM, Clin-
tonville, 92.3; WIXX-FM, Green 
Bay, 101.1; WLST-FM, Marinette, 
95.1; and WSAU Wausau, 550 
AM and 95.1 FM

2025 records: Packers 9-7-1, 
Vikings 9-8

History: The Vikings and 
Packers have a rivalry that dates 
all the way back to 1961. The 
Packers lead the all-time series 
67-61-3.

The last time these two 
teams met in a game of signifi-
cance, the Packers won 23-6 in 
a relatively non-descript game 
offensively. Emanuel Wilson had 
the first 100-yard rushing per-
formance for the season. Micah 
Parsons and Devonte Wyatt were 
dominant up front as the Pack-
ers’ defense tormented JJ Mc-
Carthy from the opening snap of 
the game.

The second game of the sea-
son between the two teams was 
a glorified preseason game. The 
Packers started Clayton Tune, 
who was released after the 
game. Any significant contribu-
tor was left on the bench in the 

name of getting healthy for the 
playoffs.

Matt LaFleur has struggled a 
little more with the Vikings in his 
career.

Coaches: Packers, Matt LaF-
leur, eighth season, 75-39-1. Vi-
kings, Kevin O’Connell, fifth sea-
son, 43-24.

Packers Schedule
Sunday, Sept. 13, at Minne-

sota, 3:25 p.m., CBS
Sunday, Sept. 20, at NY Jets, 

noon, FOX
Thursday, Sept. 24, vs. Atlan-

ta, 7:15 p.m., Prime Video
Sunday, Oct. 4, at Tampa Bay, 

noon, FOX

Sunday, Oct. 11, vs. Chicago, 
3:25 p.m., FOX

Sunday, Oct. 18, vs. Dallas, 
7:20 p.m., NBC

Sunday, Oct. 25, at Detroit, 
3:25 p.m., FOX

Thursday, Oct. 29, vs. Caro-
lina, 7:15 p.m., Prime Video

Sunday, Nov. 8, at New Eng-
land, 3:25 p.m., FOX

Sunday, Nov. 15, vs. Minne-
sota, noon, FOX

Week 11 BYE
Wednesday, Nov. 25, at LA 

Rams, 7 p.m., Netflix
Sunday, Dec. 6, at New Or-

leans, noon, FOX
Sunday, Dec. 13, vs. Buffalo, 

7:20 p.m., NBC

Sunday, Dec. 20, vs. Miami, 
noon, FOX

Friday, Dec. 25, at Chicago, 
noon, Netflix

Monday, Jan. 4, vs. Houston, 
7:15 p.m., ESPN

Week 18, vs. Detroit, TBD
NFL Schedule
Wednesday, Sept. 9
New England at Seattle, 7:20 

p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 10
San Francisco at LA Rams 

(Melbourne, Australia), 7:35 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 13
New Orleans at Detroit, noon
Tampa Bay at Cincinnati, 

noon
Baltimore at Indianapolis, 

noon
Cleveland at Jacksonville, 

noon
NY Jets at Tennessee, noon
Buffalo at Houston, noon
Atlanta at Pittsburgh, noon
Chicago at Carolina, noon
Green Bay at Minnesota, 

3:25 p.m.
Miami at Las Vegas, 3:25 

p.m.
Arizona at LA Chargers, 3:25 

p.m. Washington at Philadelphia, 
3:25 p.m.

Dallas at NY Giants, 7:20 
p.m.

Monday, Sept. 14
Denver at Kansas City, 7:15 

p.m.

defensive tackles follow-
ing training camp. Mc-
Clellan could be someone 
who plays at nose tackle 
or moves around the de-
fensive line. That would 
be McClellan’s best bet to 
finding his way onto the 
field early.

Dani Dennis-Sutton
Dennis-Sutton may 

have been the most excit-
ing of all Green Bay’s draft 
choices, because it still 
feels wrong that he was 
available at the end of the 
fourth round when Green 
Bay picked him.

Dennis-Sutton did not 
make his preseason debut 
until the final game of the 
preseason, but he did not 
waste any time making an 
impression, recording a 
sack on his seventh snap 
of the preseason. He cre-
ated havoc in the back-
field for most of the night 
and looked like a man 
among boys.

That is a positive de-
velopment in a game like 
that one, because Dennis-
Sutton is not going to be 
facing backup offensive 
linemen anymore. He’ll 
be one of Green Bay’s 
rotational edge rushers 
early in the season while 
they wait for Parsons to 
return. While Parsons is 
on the mend, however, 
Dennis-Sutton will have 
a chance to win a job as 
the first guy off the bench 
once Parsons is back in 

the lineup.

Jager Burton
Much like Evan Diet-

rich-Smith or JC Tretter, 
Jager Burton has worked 
his way into the team’s 
primary swingman on the 
interior of the offensive 
line. Burton is the pri-
mary backup at center, so 
he’ll find his way into the 
lineup if Sean Rhyan were 
to miss time with an inju-
ry. Before that, however, 
he could find himself fill-
ing in as early as Week 1 
at left guard.

Aaron Banks has been 
struggling with a knee in-
jury throughout the off-
season, and the Packers 
are unsure if he’ll be able 
to play a full game. If he 
can’t, Burton is the next 
man up.

Trey Smack
Smack was one of the 

biggest stories of the draft 
because of the move the 
Packers made to get him. 
He also became the big-
gest story of the offseason, 
because he was money in 
the bank during games.

Smack did not miss a 
kick in exhibition play. He 
made multiple kicks of 
more than 50 yards. The 
Packers were preaching 
patience with their rook-
ie kicker as he struggled 
early in the spring, but 
Smack has proven them 
right over his first big au-
dition. His next test will be 

making a kick in a game 
that matters.

The Packers have giv-
en away far too many 
points in big games in 
recent years. They have 
either had a kick blocked 
or missed a kick in every 
playoff game since 2021. 
That’s a big reason why 
Smack was brought to 
Green Bay.

Tucker Kraft
Kraft has checked ev-

ery box this offseason and 
says he’ll be active for a 
full workload against the 
Minnesota Vikings. The 
only thing that is worth 
monitoring with Kraft 
is his contract situation. 
Kraft still does not have 
a new contract in place, 
with his current deal set 

to expire at the end of the 
2026 season.

The Packers and Kraft 
have both insisted that 
getting a deal done is a top 
priority for them.

On the field? Kraft is 
their best offensive play-
er and looked excellent 
during training camp. He 
should be someone that 
Love and LaFleur can 
both rely on when the of-
fense hits a lull.

Micah Parsons
Parsons is one of the 

biggest variables of the 
season. He’s currently on 
the PUP list, which knocks 
him out for the first four 
games of the season. His 
practice window, how-
ever, opens after the sec-
ond game of the season. If 

Parsons starts practicing 
after two games, he could 
be back in limited capacity 
as soon as Week 5 against 
the Chicago Bears. It’s 
also possible that he con-
tinues to rehab beyond 
the month of October.

There’s no real timeta-
ble that has been given at 
this point, but Parsons is 
eager to return and will be 
pushing to return to play 
as soon as he can.

Zach Bako-Bewele
Of the three injured re-

turners, Bako-Bewele’s re-
turn appears to be the one 
that is the most uncertain. 
He could play in Week 1. 
He could have to rotate 
out of the lineup with An-
thony Belton.

Everything is unclear at 

the moment, which gives 
the Packers even more 
instability with the rest of 
their offensive line.

In a perfect world, the 
Packers want to build 
around their two offensive 
tackles with Bako-Bewele 
on the right and Morgan 
on the left. Green Bay’s of-
fense is significantly bet-
ter when Bako-Bewele is 
on the field, so they need 
him to play and play up to 
his previous standard.

Josh Jacobs
Most teams hope the 

offseason can end on 
a good note, but things 
ended on a sour note in 
Green Bay. Jacobs was 
placed on the commis-
sioner’s exempt list due 
to two charges that were 
filed against him.

Jacobs’ availability is 
unknown at this point. 
The league is reviewing 
his case and will like-
ly levy some discipline 
against him. The Packers, 
to this point, have given 
no indication they’re go-
ing to release him.

Behind Jacobs, the run 
game is pretty inexperi-
enced. Marshawn Lloyd 
is talented but has been 
unavailable. Chris Brooks 
and Kaleb Johnson have 
limited to no experience 
in Green Bay.

The lack of stability in 
the run game could cause 
Matt LaFleur to put more 
of a burden on Jordan 
Love’s shoulders until the 
day that Jacobs returns.

era had run its course dur-
ing a funereal press con-
ference that he gave in the 
aftermath of the Wild Card 
loss to the Bears.

Usually, when a coach 
has reached the end of his 
tenure, it’s obvious. The 
end of Mike McCarthy’s 
tenure in Green Bay, for 
example, was obvious.

Perhaps LaFleur will 
prove his critics wrong 
and help the Packers re-
bound, and prove worthy 
of the mission to bring 
the Packers back to Super 
Bowl glory. With the way 
last season ended, color 
me skeptical.

There is an easy path to 
seeing LaFleur rebound-
ing. He’s been one of the 
winningest coaches since 
taking the job in Green 
Bay in 2019. The bigger 
question is whether he 
has enough to work with 

in key spots.
The aforementioned 

problems on the offensive 
line and at cornerback are 
not going anywhere.

For all the handwring-
ing during the offseason 
about Keisean Nixon, he’s 
still starting. The alleged 
upgrade from him is a 
rookie who has flashed 
but is still a rookie.

Can a defense make 
stops without quality cor-
nerback play? Relying on 
Parsons to cover up some 
of the major warts in the 
secondary is likely fool-
ish in a season where he’s 
returning from injury. As 
great as Parsons is, he 
cannot do it all alone, and 
was often asked to do so a 
season ago.

On the offensive line, 
the Packers have stabil-
ity at two positions, and 
they’re both players who 

are playing new positions.
Jordan Morgan’s natu-

ral position is left tackle, 
but he’s starting there pri-
marily for the first time in 
his pro career. Sean Rhyan 
moved to center last sea-
son and will be the pivot 
man for the offensive line 
this season.

The rest of the group 
has been a mess through-
out training camp. Aaron 
Banks has struggled with 
knee tendinitis. Zach 
Bako-Bewele still has un-
certainty surrounding his 
status.

The starter at right 
guard is Jacob Monk. 
Monk has one start in two 
seasons, and it came in 
last year’s regular season 
finale against Minnesota.

The Packers have plen-
ty of strengths. Jordan 
Love gives them a punch-
er’s chance in every game.

Micah Parsons, left, and Tucker Kraft are recovering from ACL injuries. Kraft returned to 
the field and is expected to play Week 1 against Minnesota. Parsons “optimistically” could 
return as soon as Week 5 against Chicago.

Veteran special teams coach Cam Achord brings a new level of optimism to the Packers. 
Previously, he had coaching experience with the New England Patriots and New York Giants.

DELIVER, continued from page 1

ROSTER, continued from page 1
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22 CONSECUTIVE YEARS
For more than two decades, at least one undrafted free agent has been on the Green Bay Packers rosters for Week 1. Wide receiver J. 
Michael Sturdivant, who finished his college career at Florida and also spent time at Cal and UCLA, made the Green Bay Packers initial 
53-man roster this year, extending the streak to 22 years. The streak dates to 2005. Sturdivant cemented his place in Green Bay’s final 

preseason game against Arizona on Aug. 28, pulling in six catches for 112 yards and a touchdown.

MOMENTS
FEELING THE MOMENT ON THE HOME FIELD

ALL YOUR 
FAVORITES

SATUR-

live music
all weekend

WED/THUR

PRIME RIB & RIBEYE
SPECIALS

30 day wet aged 
prime ribeyes

FRIDAY

CANADIAN WALLEYE, PERCH, 
HADDOCK & SHRIMP

hand breaded &
fried in beef tallow

primaleats.com

Wednesday-Saturday: 11am-8pm
14109 County Road Vv GilLetT, WI 54124

(855) 951-3287

visit our brisket & beer garden
SELF POUR WALL • TVS • YARD GAMES FOR FAMILY FUN

2026 winner
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FAMILY NIGHT
Moments of on-field joy and celebration are what Parsons dreams about as he grinds away on his rehab, a nine-month process that will 
get him back on the field most likely in October sometime, after the 2026 season’s first handful of games. In the interim he’s had plenty 
of time to ponder what this difficult chapter will mean within the full story of his career. First and foremost, it’s the type of obstacle he’s 
never faced before. Parsons became the first NFL player since sacks became official in 1982 to post at least a dozen sacks in each of 

his first five seasons. He earned four All-Pro honors and five Pro Bowl selections along the way. Now, even the most mentally tough player 
many of his teammates have encountered, who trains beyond the point of exhaustion and will play every snap of a 15-play drive without 

thinking twice, admits there’s natural doubt as to whether he’ll be the same player again. But he doesn’t let it linger.

MOMENT
FAMILY TIME FOR PARSONS
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I grew up with guns, 
and from an early age, 
learned to handle BB and 
pellet guns before moving 
up to real firearms like .22 
rifles and .410-gauge shot-
guns. There’s an entry in 
my baby book that I shot a 
house sparrow at the ten-
der age of 3 with my trusty 
Red Ryder BB gun (with 
assistance holding that 
now prized possession 
from my older brother, 
Brian).

My younger brother, 
Brent, also learned to 
shoot with airguns, and 
we thinned the starling 
population on the edge of 
Fulton, Illinois, our home-
town, most nights at dusk 
with our beloved pellet 
guns.

One of my classmates, a 
brilliant kid with a straight-
A average, was never al-
lowed to have any pellet 
guns until he reached his 
16th birthday. His parents 
didn’t hunt or shoot, and 
it goes without saying that 
Jim was a maniac with his 
first gun, waiving the muz-
zle at us as we constantly 
scolded him. Brent and I 
learned safe gun handling 
from our father and Brian. 
Hunter education was just 
starting in Illinois in the 
early 1970s, and Brent and 
I were grandfathered in 

for hunting licenses.
You don’t learn gun 

safety from osmosis or 
some instinct that sudden-
ly tingles and kicks in on 
your 12th or 16th birthday. 
It’s best learned hands-on 
from experienced hunt-
ers, whether family or 

strangers.
That’s why I’ve taught 

hunter safety for decades, 
including 13 years in Iowa 
and 20 in Wisconsin.

Kids lucky enough to be 
raised in hunting families 
get the itch to join the fun 
very early. Some kids have 

to seek out an uncle, cous-
in, neighbor or other ex-
perienced hunter on their 
own for both training and 
a place to hunt. And air-
guns are excellent training 
tools that can help them 
learn safe gun handling 
and shooting skills.

As most of us fans of “A 
Christmas Story” know, a 
BB gun can “shoot your 
eye out” (I had a junior 
high history teacher who 
had a glass eye because 
of a BB gun mishap), but 
the relatively low power of 
said airgun offers a margin 

of safety when a youngster 
has a misstep. A high-
powered rifle that launch-
es a bullet 3 to 5 miles or 
a shotgun that creates a 
73-caliber hole in plywood 
is far less forgiving.

I should note that 
some of today’s airguns 
are not your father’s or 
grandfather’s Daisys and 
Crosmans.

PCP (pre-charged pneu-
matics) in bores as large 
as .50 caliber can take 
down big game, including 
deer, bears and Cape buf-
falo. Break-barrel pellet 
guns up to .30 caliber can 
produce enough energy 
to take down small and 
medium-sized game up to 
coyotes. Air guns are now 
legal for deer in Wisconsin 
(if you hunt with one for 
deer, contact me because 
I’d love to do a story).

The National Rifle As-
sociation, the world’s 
oldest firearms safety or-
ganization, offers six tips 
on teaching new shooters 
with airguns.

One big advantage in 
using a BB or pellet gun 
for youth training is the 
lack of recoil and noise 
common with hunting 
firearms. No ear protec-
tion is needed for airguns 
(eye protection is a must). 
Kids can develop flinching 
from the start with a fire-
arm, so it’s easier to teach 
shooting fundamentals 
(trigger squeeze, breath-
ing control, shooting posi-
tions) without the shoul-
der-rocking explosions.

Learning to shoot with 
iron sights is always a 
good idea, especially be-
cause most young eyes 
are sharp and clear. But 
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The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
reminds hunters to pre-
pare for the opening of 
several hunting seasons 
in September. New this 
fall, the DNR published 
an online version of the 
hunting regulations, in-
cluding a drop-down filter 
that can help people navi-
gate to the info they need 
faster. It can be viewed at 
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/
topic/Hunt/regulations/
OnlineHuntingRegulations.

There are six dates 
throughout Septem-
ber when seasons open. 
Hunters are encouraged 
to double-check season 
dates and that they have 
acquired all necessary li-
censes and stamps before 
going out for a hunt.

Opening on Sept. 1 were 
seasons for the common 
gallinule, early Canada 
goose, early teal, mourn-
ing dove, rail and snipe.

Opening on Sept. 9 was 
bear season in Zones A, 
B, C, D, E and F with aid 
of bait and all other legal 
methods not using dogs.

Opening on Sept. 12 will 
be seasons for cottontail 
rabbit (Northern Zone), 
deer (archery and cross-
bow), ruffed grouse (Zone 
A), squirrels (gray and fox) 
and turkey.

Coming up Sept. 16 
is opening day for regu-
lar goose (Northern and 
Southern zones) and bear 
(Zones A, B, D with the aid 
of dogs, the aid of bait and 
all other legal methods).

Youth waterfowl and 
woodcock seasons open 
Sept. 19, and duck season 
(Northern Zone) opens 
Sept. 26.

The DNR also reminds 
hunters of mobile-friendly 
online resources, includ-
ing hunting regulations, 
season dates, hunting 
hours and more, available 

on the DNR’s Hunting 
webpage. Hunters can 
find information on spe-
cies population levels and 
hunting opportunities on 
the DNR’s fall hunting 
forecasts.

A list of public lands 
open to hunting is avail-
able using the Public Ac-
cess Lands webpage.

The Fields and Forest 
Lands Interactive Game 
Bird Hunting Tool pro-
vides hunters information 
on managed dove fields, 
stocked pheasant proper-
ties, as well as habitat for 
hunting ruffed grouse and 
woodcock.

This information and 
more can be found at 
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov.

As a reminder, anyone 
born on or after Jan. 1, 
1973, must have a hunter 
education certification to 
purchase a hunting license 
unless hunting under the 
Mentored Hunting Law.

Get ready for fall 
hunting seasons

Several hunting seasons are opening in September all over Wisconsin.
WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Learn safety with the use of airguns
Mentor 

hunting is 
ideal for 
pre-teen 
hunters

By ROSS BIELEMA
Correspondent

Ian Pockat, of Kaukauna, steadies a Daisy BB gun for his son, Rowan Pockat, 7, during a youth BB gun contest at the fall 
2025 Fox Valley Muzzle Loaders Club Capote Classic Rendezvous in rural New London. Both father and son are wearing eye 
protection. Airguns are ideal for training youngsters to shoot and hunt safely, especially when they are too small to carry a 
firearm. This year’s FVML BB gun contest for youths 15 and younger will be held Oct. 4, and everyone is welcome. There is 
no entry fee and plenty of prizes.									             ROSS BIELEMA

AIRGUNS, continued on page 3
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a low-cost scope can be 
mounted on many air 
rifles, getting kids ready 
for the same sighting ad-
vantage on their first deer 
rifles.

Look here for more 
tips: https://www.nrafam-
ily.org/content/6-hot-tips-
for-teaching-new-shoot-
ers-with-air-guns/.

Hunter safety instruc-
tor Bob Bohardt, of Sha-
wano, says some parents 
want to start their kids in 
a class too soon. While the 
Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources does 
not have a minimum age 
to take an in-person or 
online hunter education 
class, the reading level of 
materials is designed for 
someone 12 or older, he 
noted.

“How much time do 
you spend on one kid?” 
he said, explaining that 
kids age 8-10 may strug-
gle to even hold a firearm 
and may be enrolled just 
because a parent wants 
them to take it. “How do 
you stop this?”

Bohardt, 74, will mark 
his 40th year as a DNR 

certified instructor next 
year. He helped start in-
person hunter ed classes 
in Shawano, Gresham, 
Bonduel, Bowler and Ti-
gerton, but these days, 
he helps lead the one-
day internet field classes 
(a hands-on class after 
students take an online 
course) with the help of 
his granddaughter, Ste-
phie Popelka, also of Sha-
wano. Bohardt is also a 
longtime delegate for the 
Wisconsin Conservation 
Congress for Shawano 
County.

When he visited his 
grandma’s place as a boy, 
he sometimes shot pellet 
guns but for the most part 
learned firearms safety 
with a bolt-action .410 
shotgun.

The state’s mentor 
hunting program is ideal 
for young hunters not 
ready to take a class. The 
law says any mentee must 
be within arm’s length of 
the mentor. Bohardt liked 
the old version of the law 
that required the mentor 
and child to share a fire-
arm, but now each can 

have their own gun. There 
is no maximum age to be 
a mentee, other than those 
born before Jan. 1, 1973. 
You must be at least 18 
and a hunter ed graduate 
to be a mentor.

Here are more de-
tails on mentor hunting: 
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/
Education/OutdoorSkills/
mentor.

Another great way for 
youngsters to learn fire-
arms safety is to shoot 
trap. Bohardt is involved 
in that, too, helping start a 
Youth Trap League at Sha-
wano Gun Club that in-
volves students in grades 
6-12 from Shawano, Wolf 
River Lutheran, Bondu-
el, Marion and Tigerton 
schools. The league sees 
about 80 kids in spring 
and up to 60 in fall, all 
learning the responsible 
way to enjoy a shooting 
sport that will get them 
ready for the woods.

Ross Bielema is a freelance 
writer in New London and 

owner of Wolf River Concealed 
Carry LLC. Contact him at 
Ross@wolfriverccw.com.

AIRGUNS, continued from page 2

Bob Bohardt, a 39-year veteran of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources hunter 
education instructors program, won this Friends of the Fair award in 2023. He continues 
to offer his shooting and hunting expertise in Shawano County as a delegate of the state 
Conservation Congress and as a coach and organizer for the Youth Trap League at Shawano 
Gun Club.							                   CONTRIBUTED

Special seasons for youths offer chance to hunt
Special youth hunting 

weekends for wild turkey, 
white-tailed deer and wa-
terfowl allow youngsters 
to hunt and gain experi-
ence without compet-
ing against adults. These 
youth hunting events are 
scheduled one weekend 
before the regular hunt-
ing season and are open 
to residents and non-resi-
dents 15 and younger.

All youth hunters must 
have successfully com-
pleted a hunter education 
program or participated 
in the mentored hunt 
program.

Hunters must hold the 
required valid licenses, 
stamps and permits for 
the species they intend 
to pursue. An adult 18 or 
older must accompany the 
youth hunter.

An adult cannot at-
tend more than two youth 
hunters at one time. Only 
one youth hunter can fol-
low the mentor hunting 
program if the adult is 

attending to more than 
one youth hunter.

Youth hunters may 
hunt deer with a gun in all 
deer management units 
except state park and non-
quota units. A gun deer 
hunting license is required 
if hunting with a firearm.

The bag limit is one 
buck per gun buck deer 
harvest authorization, 
plus additional antlerless 
deer per antlerless deer 
harvest authorization 
valid for the deer manage-
ment unit that the youth 
hunter will be hunting.

Youth hunters with an 
archer or crossbow license 
may continue to hunt with 
a bow or crossbow during 
the archery and crossbow 
season, which runs con-
currently with the youth 
gun deer hunt. All other 
hunting regulations apply.

This year’s youth deer 
hunt will be Oct. 10-11.

Youth hunters ages 15 
and younger may hunt 
deer with a gun, bow or 

crossbow in all deer man-
agement units, except 
Menominee County or in 
state parks.

Because the archery 
and crossbow seasons 
run concurrently with 
the youth gun deer hunt, 
youth hunters who pos-
sess an archer or cross-
bow license may also con-
tinue to hunt deer with a 
bow or crossbow.

Both resident and non-
resident youth hunters are 
eligible to participate.

Again, youths must be 
accompanied by an adult 
18 or older. The adult does 
not have to be a licensed 
hunter or a hunter educa-
tion graduate to accompa-
ny one or two youths who 
are at least 12 and have 
completed a hunter edu-
cation course.

Adults accompanying 
youth hunters may not 
hunt deer with a firearm 
during the youth hunt, but 
may possess a bow, cross-
bow or gun to hunt for a 

game species that is open 
at that time, including 
deer with a bow or cross-
bow only.

An adult may not ac-
company more than two 

youth hunters during the 
youth gun deer hunt at 
any given time.

For all youth hunters 
11 and younger, or youth 
hunters 12-15 who do not 

possess a hunter educa-
tion certificate, and who 
possess a gun deer hunt-
ing license:

SEASONS, continuedon page 4
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• Hunters must be 
“mentored” by an adult 
who is within arm’s reach 
at all times during the hunt.

• Qualified adult men-
tors must be at least 18 
and have the youth’s par-
ents’ or guardians’ permis-
sion to mentor the youth 
hunter.

• Mentors must possess 
a valid Wisconsin hunt-
ing license for the current 
hunting season. The type 

of hunting license does not 
matter unless the mentor 
will be hunting other game. 
When hunting on land the 
mentor owns or occupies, 
a mentor is exempt from 
the hunting license re-
quirement if not hunting, 
or if only hunting rabbits, 
squirrel, raccoon, fox, coy-
ote, beaver or unprotected 
species.

• Qualified adult men-
tors may only mentor one 

youth hunter whose age is 
11 and under, or who has 
not completed hunter edu-
cation, at any given time.

• Adults accompany-
ing youth hunters may not 
hunt deer with a firearm 
during the youth hunt, but 
may possess a bow, cross-
bow or gun to hunt for a 
game species that is open 
for them to hunt at that 
time, including deer with a 
bow or crossbow only.

SEASONS, continued from page 3

Special youth hunting weekends for wild turkey, white-tailed deer and waterfowl allow young-
sters to hunt and gain experience without competing against adults. Youths must be ac-
companied by an adult 18 or older. The adult does not have to be a licensed hunter or a 
hunter education graduate to accompany one or two youths who are at least 12 and have 
completed a hunter education course.				                 CONTRIBUTED

Watch for power lines when preparing for hunt

I could barely sleep last night. 
I kept thinking about the big 
buck Dad saw on the trail cam 
last week. My alarm went off 
way too early, but I didn’t even 
care — I was already wide awake. 
I threw on my warmest gear, 
grabbed my backpack and tip-
toed out the door like a ninja so 
I wouldn’t wake my little sister.

It was a cool, crisp morning. 
My boots crunched with every 
step as we walked to the stand, 
and my breath made little clouds 
in the cold air. Dad gave me a 
thumbs-up before he walked to 
his stand nearby, and Grandpa 
and I climbed in his.

Now I’m sitting here, watch-
ing the woods wake up.

The sunrise is turning the sky 
orange and pink, and it’s so qui-
et I can hear my own heartbeat. 
Then — crunch. I freeze. Some-
thing’s moving. My hands grip 
the rifle tighter. Could it be him? 
The big one?

I hold my breath and wait. I 
nudged Grandpa to show him 
that the buck was coming. “Can 
I shoot?” Before Grandpa could 
even answer, I had my barrel out 
the deer blind window and wait-
ed for the perfect shot. Boom!

“Grandpa, I got him.”
Now came the hard part, wait-

ing. After 30 minutes, Grandpa 
said that we could finally walk 
over to the deer.

There it was, a nice 7 pointer.
As hunting season approach-

es, excitement builds for time 
outdoors. I’d like to share these 
safety tips with you before you 
head into the woods. My mom 
works at OEC and has shared 
them with me.

Power lines and utility 

equipment are often out of sight— 
and out of mind — especially in 
wooded or rural areas.

Ignoring them can lead to se-
rious injuries or even death.

Keep these tips in mind to 
stay safe and avoid costly or 
dangerous incidents:

• Scout the area. Before hunt-
ing, take time to scout your area 
during daylight. Look for power 
lines, poles and electrical equip-
ment. Note their locations to 
avoid them later.

• Power safely. If you’re using 
a portable electrical generator 
on your hunting trip, don’t use it 

inside a cabin or RV, or in a con-
fined area. Make sure it’s used 
outside where there is plenty of 
ventilation.

• Avoid aiming toward pow-
er lines or equipment. Never 
fire near or toward poles, lines, 
substations or transformers. A 
stray bullet could knock down a 
line, interrupt power or create a 
deadly hazard.

• Keep your distance. Always 
stay at least 10 feet away from 
overhead lines, poles and other 
electrical infrastructure when 
setting up or taking down tree 
stands.

• Never climb a utility pole. 
Even if it looks like the perfect 
vantage point, don’t do it. Poles 
carry high-voltage lines, and 
climbing them can be deadly.

• Don’t use utility poles for 
support. Tree stands or blinds 
should never be attached to or 
supported by power poles or 
electrical equipment.

Know the danger of downed 
lines. If you come across a 
downed power line or dam-
aged electrical equipment, stay 
at least 50 feet away, even if it 
doesn’t appear to be live.

Power lines can still carry 

electricity when on the ground, 
posing a risk of shock or 
electrocution.

Call 911 or your utility right 
away to help prevent a danger-
ous situation.

Whether you’re a seasoned 
hunter or heading out for the 
first time, staying aware of your 
surroundings could save your 
life.

Blake Jagiello is the son of Katie 
Jagiello, Oconto Electric Coopera-

tive’s communications and marketing 
specialist. This article first appeared in 
the OEC November 2025 newsletter.

By BLAKE AND KATIE JAGIELLO
Special to NEW Media

Blake Jagiello shows of the 7-point buck he shot while hunting with this dad and grandfather.					         CONTRIBUTED

Early goose season opened Sept. 1
Regular goose seasons open in different 

zones in September and October
There are still a few 

days left in the early goose 
season.

The season opened 
Sept. 1 and runs through 
Sept. 15.

The early goose season 
has an increased daily bag 
limit of five Canada geese 
and is uniformly regulated 
across Wisconsin.

The regular goose sea-
son will open in the North-
ern and Southern Goose 
Zones on Sept. 16. The 
Mississippi River Goose 

Zone will open Oct. 3.
The 2026 population 

estimate for Wisconsin-
breeding Canada geese 
is slightly lower than the 
5-year population estimate.

While afield, goose 
hunters must carry either 
an electronic or physical 
copy of their small game li-
cense, early Canada goose 
permit, Harvest Informa-
tion Program (HIP) reg-
istration, as well as proof 
of purchase of a state wa-
terfowl stamp and federal 

Duck Stamp at all times.
Acceptable methods 

of proof include a paper 
copy, a DNR-approved 
PDF displayed on a mo-
bile device or a Go Wild 
Conservation Card, along 
with a Wisconsin driver’s 
license.

More information on 
goose hunting in Wiscon-
sin, including how to find 
places to hunt and regu-
lations, can be found at 
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/
topic/hunt/waterfowl.

The 2026 early goose season opened statewide Sept. 1 and runs through Sept. 15.
BOB HAASE
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Young hunters 
need serious tools 

for the woods

Young hunters need quality gear to perform well and stay comfortable in the fall woods. 
Good U.S.-made knives include, from left, a Bear and Son sheath knife, Helle puukko knife 
and a folding Cabela’s-branded Gerber liner-lock. Other tested gear includes a Dunham’s 
folding stool, ThermaSeat cushion, compact metal LED flashlight, headlamp, folding saw and 
pelvic bone saw.							                    ROSS BIELEMA

The saddest thing I can 
imagine is a kid without a 
pocketknife.

Next in line on my Sad 
List would be a young 
hunter in the woods with-
out a decent hunting knife 
(or two or three).

Growing up in the non-
PC world of the 1960s and 
1970s, I carried a pocket-
knife everywhere, includ-
ing school. What self-
respecting Cub Scout or 
Webelo would be caught 
without his multiblade 
Scout knife?

Sacrilege. Nobody 
cared, least of all teachers. 
Kids, don’t try this now.

Once you are in the 
timber, it’s time to check 
and re-check that glorious 
blade your parent, grand-
pa, uncle or other hunting 
companion bought you. 
Whether you opted for a 
solid single-blade locking 
folder or a stealthy, gleam-
ing sheath knife (leather 
sheath, please), it doesn’t 
matter. You will eventually 
own and carry both.

I love guns, but I have 
a passion for knives. Once 
you start carrying one, 
you’ll wonder why you 
ever lived without them. 
Did you ever try slicing 
bread with a table knife? 
Cut a piece of twine with 
a dull scissors? Not too 
sharp, eh? Well, let’s get 
with the program and 
evolve to the tool-using 
stage.

Parents will have to 
judge the maturity of their 
kids, as always, but in gen-
eral, when you give kids a 
little responsibility, they 
seem to appreciate your 
confidence in them and 
take their newfound free-
dom seriously. Kids with 
toy guns learn what real 
guns can do at the shoot-
ing range, and the same 
holds true of knives.

A sharp knife can slice 
a finger but can also field 
dress and skin a rabbit, 
squirrel or deer. Start a 
kid with a small blade and 
when they grow in matu-
rity, they can graduate to a 
hunting blade.

It’s been said that a 
sharp knife is safer than 
a dull one, because it cuts 
what needs to be cut with-
out slipping, but I am ter-
rible at sharpening knives. 
Today we have replace-
able-blade knives made 
by Havalon called the 
Piranta line, which offer 
scalpel-sharp blades you 
toss instead of sharpen-
ing. Genius.

These are an option for 
older kids, but not a great 
idea for the grade-school-
ers because an early mis-
take could become a long-
lasting one. The Havalon 
blog is packed with great 
hunting and knife in-
formation for all ages at 
https://blog.havalon.com.

I prefer an American-
made blade, but most 
trusted brands like Ger-
ber, Buck, Kershaw and 
SOG offer both U.S.-made 
and foreign options to hit 
certain price points. One 
of my new favorites is 
Bear and Son, with most 
of its reasonably-priced 
blades made in Alabama. 
On a recent trip to Myrtle 
Beach, we made the man-
datory stop in Sevierville, 
Tennessee for a 90-minute 
waltz through three sto-
ries of blades at world’s 
largest knife store, AKA 
Smokey Mountain Knife 
Works.

Many were Bear and 
Son blades. You can get a 
lot of knife from them for 
$30-$80.

Carbon-steel blades 
are easier to sharpen 
than stainless steel, but 
most hunters opt for the 
latter because they are 
rust-resistant (if you leave 
them in a leather sheath 

too long, they will start to 
rust).

Keep your knives clean 
(blood will etch steel) and 
lightly oiled.

Plan to spend at least 
$30 on a solid sheath knife 
and at least $40 on a fold-
er. The latter are easier to 
carry in a pack or pocket, 
but when it comes time to 
clean your knife, it’s much 
harder to get the viscera 
out of the folding knife’s 
nooks and crannies. That’s 
why you need both.

Local sporting goods 
stores like Dunham’s, 
Fleet Farm, Scheels and 
Cabela’s/Bass Pro Shops 
are full of decent hunting 
knife choices. You can also 
go the online route (adults 
have to order knives) for 
a larger selection. Boker, 
Cold Steel, Morakniv and 
Helle (the last two mostly 
Finnish Puukko designs) 
are other favorites of 
mine. Some of these bor-
der on works of art, but 
for hunting, rugged utility 
is its own beauty.

Choose a blade shape 
that best fits the job. I pre-
fer a strong tanto point 
for general carry, a 3- to 
5-inch blade is handy for 
most cutting tasks.

This guide to a child’s 
first knife from knifemak-
er A.G. Russell offers great 
advice at https://agrussell.
com/knife-articles/buy-
ing-your-childs-first-knife.

Now that we have a 
blade or two for field-
dressing, skinning and 
general cutting, let’s look 
at a few other must-haves 
for young hunters:

• A comfy seat. Youth 
hunters get wiggly and 
cold. Comfort is key to 
their success (just like 
us grown-ups). A plastic 
bucket won’t cut it. A nice 
folding stool with a back-
rest is good but a heavy-
duty hunting seat with a 
silent swivel is even better.

• A soft pad. A 

ThermaSeat or other cush-
ion (even a boat cushion 
or old throw pillow) offers 
OK sitting on the ground 
or a bucket and adds an 
extra layer of cush for the 
tush on any chair.

• A great flashlight. 
Most lights today are su-
per-bright LED bulbs. Re-
chargeable ones are OK 
but seem to go dead when 
you need them most. A 
headlamp is even better 

if you are carrying lots of 
gear (waterfowl or deer 
hunters, or me).

• A small folding or pel-
vic bone saw. The folding 
saw is great for trimming 
bigger limbs for shoot-
ing lanes. An alternative 
to the pelvic bone saw is 
a small hatchet, but this 
adds more weight to your 
backpack.

• A pruning shears. The 
greatest hunting tool next 

to the knife, a decent prun-
ing shears will cut through 
grass and small limbs 
silently, and also works 
great for cutting joints 
when cleaning squirrels 
or rabbits, as well as tur-
key legs.

Ross Bielema is a freelance 
writer from New London and 

owner of Wolf River Concealed 
Carry LLC. Contact him at 
Ross@wolfriverccw.com.

By ROSS BIELEMA
Correspondent
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Navarino Wildlife Area 
is part of the Lower Wolf 
River Bottomlands Natu-
ral Resources Area and 
can be found in southern 
Shawano and northeast 
Waupaca counties. The 
property includes more 
than 15,000 acres of state-
owned land and the larg-
est parcel within the Low-
er Wolf River Bottomlands 
Natural Resources Area.

The wildlife area is 
comprised of sandy up-
lands and ridges with 
marshy depressions. Hab-
itat types include open 
fields, swamp conifer, 
lowland scrub, bog, bot-
tomland hardwoods, pine 
plantations, and an aspen 
and oak forest. The West 
Branch of the Shioc River 
and the Wolf River run 
through the property.

Navarino Wildlife Area 
is seven miles south of 
Shawano. Ample parking 
opportunities are located 
throughout the property 
on the following roads: 
McDonald, South Town-
line, Lessor-Navarino, 
Birch and state High-
way 156, County Road K, 

Two Creek, Wildlife and 
Swamp Road.

There are two im-
proved boat launches on 
the property (River Road 
and Highway 156), three 
designated carry-in sites 
(Zeuske Road, Steucks 
Road and Highway 156) 
and several other undevel-
oped access points to the 
Wolf River, Shioc River, 
tributaries and flowages.

The nature center 
maintains hiking, snow-
shoe and groomed ski 
trails along with picnic ar-
eas, restrooms, a parking 
lot, a shelter and a cabin 
to accommodate program 
participants.

Navarino Wildlife Area 
is managed to provide 
opportunities for public 
hunting, trapping, fishing 
and other outdoor recre-
ation while protecting the 
qualities of the unique na-
tive communities and as-
sociated species found on 
the property.

The large acreage con-
tains significant occur-
rences of several natural 
communities, including 
floodplain forest, sedge 

meadow, emergent marsh 
and dry-mesic forest.

Management includes 
the maintenance of contin-
uous, extensive floodplain 
communities and a hydro-
logic connection between 
the river and off-channel 
aquatic habitats. Flowage 
management, with peri-
odic drawdowns, is used 

to maintain and improve 
the emergent marsh and 
open-water wetland types.

Bottomland hardwoods 
are maintained by favoring 
silver maple and swamp 
white oak while retain-
ing other native trees and 
understory species. The 
aspen cover type is main-
tained through coppice 

cutting at rotation age to 
regenerate the type. Qual-
ity red oak sites are man-
aged through shelterwood 
harvests that are timed to 
coincide with good acorn 
crops.

Grassland and shrub-
carr wetlands are main-
tained and improved 
through mowing and 

prescribed fire. Sedge 
meadow is maintained or 
restored where feasible.

Farming agreements 
are used to maintain a 
mosaic of agricultural 
land. Populations of inva-
sive species are controlled 
or eliminated by cutting, 
pulling, burning, herbicide 
treatment and biocontrol.
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Whether you already have your eye on the ideal 
piece of hunting land or are just starting your 
search, our dedicated team at GreenStone can 
guide you through the process and structure a 
loan to help you buy your own hunting haven.

Contact any of our five Wisconsin
locations today.

800-444-3276

Enjoy your 
passion for  
the outdoors 
on your very 
own land.

w w w . g r e e n s t o n e f c s . c o m

Navarino Nature Center’s wildlife area is comprised of sandy uplands and ridges with marshy depressions. Habitat types 
include open fields, swamp conifer, lowland scrub, bog, bottomland hardwoods, pine plantations, and an aspen and oak for-
est, all suitable for hunting enthusiasts.								             CONTRIBUTED

Take advantage 
of Navarino 

Wildlife Area 
for fall hunting

Peshtigo Brook Wildlife Area 
offers rustic hunting,

trapping opportunities
Peshtigo Brook Wildlife 

Area is a 2,373-acre prop-
erty in Oconto County, 
with about two-thirds of 
the property making up 
the Peshtigo Brook Mead-
ow and Woods State Natu-
ral Area.

This area has extensive, 
unique native sedge mead-
ows interspersed with 
dry oak, pine and aspen 
forests. It provides excel-
lent remote hunting, trap-
ping and wildlife-viewing 
recreation.

The property is north of 
Suring and south of state 
Highway 64. Take Haw-
thorn Road from Pipeline 
Road to a parking area on 
the property’s southwest 
corner. A single parking lot 
is provided. Remote coun-
try recreation skills are a 
must for the limited devel-
opment of this property.

State ownership of the 
property began in 1953, 
with the original manage-
ment directed toward wa-
terfowls and sharp-tailed 
grouses. With changes in 
hydrology and the succes-
sion of land cover, man-
agement has shifted to an 
emphasis on wildlife and 
the unique sedge meadow 
community.

Timber sales in the area 

improve habitat for wild-
life dependent on early 
successional forest types. 
Prescribed burns to con-
trol brush in the sedge 
meadows are conducted 
periodically. Oak wilt con-
tainment measures have 
been utilized here. Timber 
stand improvement plans, 
and treatments for inva-
sive species treatments 
are planned for the future.

The road system is 
maintained for manage-
ment activities but is not 
currently open to vehicu-
lar traffic. Plans include 
improving access and 
parking through agree-
ments with the town and 
county.

This property is man-
aged in collaboration with 
the Bureau of Natural Her-
itage Conservation.

The Peshtigo Brook Wildlife Area offers many recreational 
opportunities — birding, cross-country skiing (no designated 
trail), hiking (no designated trail), hunting, trapping, wild edi-
bles and gathering and wildlife viewing.                   CONTRIBUTED
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