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Shawano County Fair ready for 2026
Lifetime members
getting cards for

entry to fairgrounds
By LEE PULASKI

City Editor

Lifetime members of 
the Shawano County Fair 
will be getting into the 
fairgrounds by different 
means when the fair starts 
its latest run Sept. 2.

The Shawano Area Ag-
ricultural Society is now 
issuing cards to lifetime 
members that can be used 
year after year, according 
to society President Scott 
Breitrick. Previously, life-
time members received 
wristbands each year that 
had to be mailed out to 
those members who did 
not make it to the fair of-
fice to pick them up.

The new cards have QR 
codes that will be scanned 
by volunteers at entry 
points.

Last year, the fair had 
more than 70,000 visi-
tors, Breitrick said, but 
there was no way to count 
how many of those who 
came through the gates 
were lifetime members. 
The cards will help to de-
termine that, he said, as 
the regular season passes 
will remain the standard 

wristbands the society has 
used for years.

“We honestly don’t 
know how many lifetime 
members come in,” Breit-
rick said. “We had no way 
to track it. This card will 
keep forever, so it’s not 
like we’ve got to send a 
wristband every year. That 
was an expense for us.”

Returning to the fair 
this year are the monster 
trucks, Breitrick said. The 
event kicks off at 1 p.m. 
Sept. 7 at the grandstand, 
but prior to that, Shawano 
Area United Way and Ho-
Chunk Gaming are spon-
soring an inflatable race 
where people in inflatable 
costumes like dinosaurs 
can run 40 yards on the 
pit lane. Admission for the 
truck rally will be $20 for 
adults and $10 for chil-
dren, with 2 and younger 
getting in free.

There will be plenty of 
bands playing throughout 
the fair beneath the grand-
stand, on the midway and 
in President’s Park. A new 
addition to this year’s fair 
is Shotgun Jane, based out 
of Janesville. The band will 
perform at 8 p.m. Sept. 6 

and will showcase a mix of 
pop and rock-country.

“The bands are al-
ways a big thing under 
the grandstand,” Breitrick 
said. “We have a band 
on the midway stage ev-
ery day this year. We’ve 
got more bands than we 
ever had. Cherry Pie’s 

on for Saturday night, 
and they’ve been a big 
attraction.”

One of the biggest 
events at the fair is the 
livestock auction, which 
kicks off at 6:30 p.m. Sept. 
4 in the coliseum. Bre-
itrick said there will be 
some new rubber mats in 

the coliseum as exhibitors 
show their animals for 
people to bid on.

“It’s just the excitement 
of people wanting to buy, 
and kids going out and 
physically asking people 
to come,” he said. “It’s re-
ally great for us.”

The fair will hold its 

usual opening ceremony 
on the midway Sept. 2 at 
6 p.m. Shawano County 
Clerk Raymond Rigsby 
will be the featured speak-
er as the fair celebrates 
the United States’ 250th 
anniversary.

Goats and other animals will be paraded around the coliseum for most of the Shawano County Fair, with the big event being 
the livestock auction Sept. 4.								                        FILE | NEW MEDIA

FAIR, continued on page 3
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Mon-Thurs - 7am to 4pm

The anniversary cel-
ebration will really be 
noticeable the following 
night as Fireworks Coun-
try shoots off fireworks 
after dusk.

“It’ll be bigger and bet-
ter than ever,” Breitrick 
said.

Bingo continues to be 
a big draw for the fair, ac-
cording to Breitrick. 

The games commence 
at 5 p.m. Sept. 3 and then 
at 12:30 p.m. Sept. 4-7.

“I’m sure that will be 
packed a lot of days,” 
Breitrick said. “It’s hard 
sometimes to find a chair, 

even.”
Breitrick noted the fair 

has been lucky to have the 
last two seasons where 
rain didn’t fall during the 
day, allowing for plenty of 
people to come check out 
the animals, exhibits, car-
nival rides and more.

“We got lucky last year 
that it rained during the 
night, and it was nice the 
next morning,” Breitrick 
said. “That’s all that we 
can do is hope for good 
weather.”

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

FAIR, continued from page 2

The midway will feature plenty of games and rides — not to mention a variety of foods, including offerings from some local 
organizations.											           FILE | NEW MEDIA

America’s Dairyland includes plenty of representation from 
Shawano County’s cows, most of them raised by local 4-H 
members.				    FILE | NEW MEDIA
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Visit your Kubota dealer today for a demo!

Versatility. It runs in the family.

www.rewmotorsinc.comKubotaUSA.com

N 2960 U.S. 45
Antigo, WI 54409
(715) 627-7124

N9705 U.S. 45
Birnamwood, WI 54414

(715) 449-2524

Family Owned & Operated Since 1947

Good Luck
Fair Participants!

Zeeman named Fairest of the Fair
By LEE PULASKI

City Editor

Sophia Zeeman 
emerged victorious from 
a crowded field of candi-
dates June 28 to become 
the 2026 Fairest of the Fair 
for Shawano County.

Five young women 
competed to become this 
year’s Fairest, the most 
that the Shawano County 
Fair has had compete for 
some time. Zeeman, as 
the winner crowned dur-
ing the Shawano County 
Brunch on the Farm, will 
represent the county for 
the next 12 months as she 
attends other county fairs 
and various farm events 
and parades, as well as 
preside over the local fair 
when it’s held over Labor 
Day weekend.

“The girls are promot-
ing our fair, and they’re 
promoting it throughout 
the year,” said Kerry Dan-
ley, one of the coordina-
tors for Fairest of the Fair. 
“We have it so they can 
learn a little more self-
confidence, public speak-
ing, everything else.”

Zeeman expressed de-
light that she’ll be able 
to showcase Shawano 
County and its fair as the 
official ambassador at 
other fairs and participate 
in parades, her first com-
ing up as Bonduel kicks off 
250 years of United States 
independence.

“I’m really excited to do 
this,” Zeeman said. “I’m 
really excited to go to all of 
the events and get to pro-
mote the county fair.”

Zeeman and the other 
contestants were inter-
viewed June 27, and the 
winner was selected from 
those interviews.

Zeeman said she has 
lived in Shawano County 
her entire life, and she has 
shown animals at the fair 
growing up.

“I just always saw the 
girls around, and I wanted 
to help promote the fair 
and do stuff like that,” she 
said.

The county fair, in Zee-
man’s view, is “one big 
community event” that 
brings the entire county 
together and helps to pro-
mote pride in what Sha-
wano County has to offer.

“It’s just like a big fam-
ily reunion, and it’s one of 
the best parts of the sum-
mer for me,” Zeeman said.

She added she gets to 
be outdoors for much of 
her time as Fairest of the 
Fair, a spot she enjoys hav-
ing grown up on a farm.

“I really enjoy seeing 
everyone outside in com-
munity settings,” Zeeman 
said. “I feel like it’s a really 
special year, and I’m going 
to have a lot of fun.”

Besides the Shawano 
County Fair, Zeeman said 
she’s most looking for-
ward to participating in 

the Outagamie County 
Fair, which was wrapping 
up during her coronation 
but will be an event she 
gets to visit in 2027 as her 
reign comes to a close.

Zeeman attends Fox 
Valley Technical College, 
where she is pursuing 
a degree in the culinary 
arts. She is also currently 
a member of the Landstad 
4-H.

The four other con-
testants were recog-
nized during brunch, as 
well. Hannah Yeager was 
named first runner-up, 
while Faith Posbrig, Mat-
ti Koehler and Kendall 
Wilcox were named fair 
ambassadors.

The 2025 Fairest of the 
Fair, Olivia Danley, spoke 
briefly about her expe-
rience before crowning 
Zeeman as her successor 
and giving her an idea of 
where her life will be go-
ing over the next year.

“This journey has been 
nothing short of incred-
ible, and it is something 
that I will carry with me 
for the rest of my life,” she 
said. “The number of peo-
ple I have had the privi-
lege of meeting, the events 
I have had the honor of 
attending and the lessons 
I have learned along the 
way have shaped me in 
ways I never expected.”

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Sophia Zeeman, right, is crowned as the 2026 Shawano County Fairest of the Fair by her 
predecessor, Olivia Danley, on June 28 during the Shawano County Brunch on the Farm at 
Kurowski Dairy just east of Bonduel. Zeeman was victorious after competing with four other 
Shawano County women the day before.				            FILE | NEW MEDIA
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There’s something for 
everyone at the fair!

FILE | NEW MEDIA
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How much does 
it cost to get into 
and park at the 

county fair?
The annual Shawano 

County Fair kicks off Sept. 
2 and runs daily through 
Labor Day, Sept. 7.

Gates open at 5 p.m. 
Sept. 2. Admission is $3 
for those 12 and older, 
and free for anyone 11 and 
younger. Parking is free on 
opening night.

From Sept. 3-7, the 
gates open at 9 a.m. Adults 
and children 12 and older 
get in for $7, and again 
anyone 11 and younger 
gets in for free.

The daily parking fee is 
$5.

The main entrance at 
the fairgrounds is on Fair-
view Street Gate 1.

There will be free shut-
tle ride from the east park-
ing area.

Senior Citizen Day is 
Sept. 6. Anyone 62 and 
older gets in for $2. Park-
ing is still $5.

A season ticket is $30 
and includes daily gate ad-
mission and parking dur-
ing the duration of the fair. 
It does not include grand-
stand admission or rides.

A lifetime membership 
is $500. This entitles the 
holder, spouse and chil-
dren up to 16 years of age 

free admission to the Sha-
wano County Fair. Appli-
cations are available at the 
fair office.

Most grandstand 
events will have additional 
entrance fees.

The county farm tractor 
pull will begin at 6:30 p.m. 
Sept. 2. Admission is $5.

The fireworks display 
at dusk Sept. 3 is free for 
all.

The championship 
stock car races will begin 
at 6 p.m. Sept. 5. Admis-
sion is $12 for seniors, $15 
for ages 17 and older, $6 
for ages 11-16 and free for 
ages 10 and younger with 
a paid adult.

Staring at noon Sept. 
6 is the demolition derby. 
Admission is $12 for 17 
and older, $6 for ages 12-
16 and free for ages 10 and 
younger with a paid adult. 
The monster trucks event 
starts at 1 p.m. Sept. 7. Get 
through the gates for $20 
for adults, $10 for children 
3-17 and free for those 2 
and younger with a paid 
adult.

Dogs and glass bot-
tles are not allowed on 
the fairgrounds or the 
grandstands.

It’s championship night at the Shawano Speedway on Sept. 6 as drivers have one last chance to take home the 2026 title 
in their division.											           FILE | NEW MEDIA
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521 S. Main, Shawano
715-524-2523
 charliescountymarket.com

bottle shopbottle shop

Fresh Cut Steaks,Fresh Cut Steaks,
Homemade Deli TreatsHomemade Deli Treats

Fresh Baked BreadFresh Baked Bread
Awesome Bottle ShopAwesome Bottle Shop

Good LuckGood Luck
Shawano County Fair Shawano County Fair 

participants!  participants!  
Thank you to all who Thank you to all who 
help make this fair help make this fair 

happen.happen.

We especially look forward to the 
We especially look forward to the LIVE ANIMAL AUCTION!LIVE ANIMAL AUCTION!

Home for all your Home for all your 
Grocery Needs! Grocery Needs!   
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Griffin Holewinski and Blissful are about to enter the Coliseum for the Dairy Cattle Show at 
the 2025 Shawano County Fair. Blissful was owned by Holewinski’s cousin, Lydia Rasmussen.

FILE | NEW MEDIA
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SHAWANO FAIRGROUNDS
SUNDAY, OCT. 18

7 AM-4 PM



By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-Chief

County fairs are about 
much more than exhib-
its, auctions and compe-
titions. They provide an 
opportunity to bring the 
community together and 
showcase the learning, 
creativity, hard work and 
personal growth of its 
young people.

“For me, being at the 
fair is about helping peo-
ple make those connec-
tions — between youths 
and caring adults, families 
and community resources 
and learning and real-life 
experiences,” said Megan 
Suehring, 4-H positive 
youth development edu-
cator with the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison Di-
vision of Extension Sha-
wano County. “It is a privi-
lege to be part of an event 
that celebrates our young 
people while creating op-
portunities for the entire 
community to learn, en-
gage and grow together.”

During the fair, Sueh-
ring’s role is centered on 
education and community 
connection, with a focus 
on supporting youths, 

families and fair visitors.
“Throughout the week, 

I work alongside fair vol-
unteers and partners, an-
swer questions, provide 
guidance related to 4-H 
projects and youth devel-
opment, and help create 
positive and meaningful 
experiences,” she said.

Suehring noted that 
4-H learning happens 52 
weeks a year.

“Youths are caring for 
and training their animals 
days, weeks and some-
times years before Sep-
tember rolls around,” she 
said. “Kids are meeting in 
community club and after-
school 4-H club settings 
every month to improve 
leadership skills and plan 
community service events. 
Youths are increasing their 
skills in designated project 
areas, from trapping to 
foods and nutrition, decid-
ing to bring specific exhib-
its for judging at the fair.”

Suehring said 4-H’s 
partnership with the Sha-
wano County Fair pro-
vides youths with a place 
where they can have 
projects judged, receiving 
critique for how to make 
their exhibits even better.

She said one of her 
favorite parts of the fair 
is creating hands-on op-
portunities for visitors to 
learn.

“Shawano County 4-H 

provides education sta-
tions, informational dis-
plays and interactive 
scavenger hunts that in-
vite people of all ages to 
explore, ask questions 
and discover more about 
4-H and the many project 
areas available to local 
youths,” she said.

“The week also features 
the Shawano County 4-H 
Leaders Inc. main fund-
raiser, the 4-H Food Stand, 
which is the main source 
of financial support to-
ward 4-H educational and 
outreach programs and 
youth travel opportuni-
ties. The cheeseburgers, 

chocolate shakes and 
watermelon that are pur-
chased directly support 
Shawano County 4-H kids. 
It also provides a place 
for youths and adult vol-
unteers to improve food 
safety and preparation, 
teamwork and customer 
service skills.”

The Shawano County 
4-H Program features four 
youth auctions that hap-
pen during the fair:

• Decorated Cake Auc-
tion, 5 p.m. Sept. 4 in the 
Hunting Family Youth and 
4-H Building.

• Livestock Auction, 
6:30 p.m. Sept. 4 in the 

Coliseum.
• Youth Dairy Auction, 

6:30 p.m. Sept. 5 in the 
Coliseum.

• Small Animal Auc-
tion, 10 a.m. Sept. 7 in the 
Coliseum.

Shawano County 4-H 
has an enrollment of 
about 570 youths in 19 
community clubs, and an 
additional 200 are in after-
school and organizational 
4-H clubs and program-
ming at Gresham and 
Marion school districts, 
Shawano Boys and Girls 
Club, Bridge the Gap and 
the Stockbridge-Munsee 
Mohican Family Center.

Like many adults in-
volved in 4-H, Suehring’s 
favorite part of the fair is 
seeing the hard work of 
youths on display.

“That doesn’t always 
mean earning a merit rib-
bon or being the grand 
champion,” she said. 
“(It’s) kids helping other 
kids — whether it’s wash-
ing chickens, grabbing an 
ice cream together after 
disappointment or shar-
ing showing tips before 
walking in the ring. I love 
seeing fair friends greet 
each other like they’re at a 
family reunion. We chuck-
le hearing the tales of the 
escapee pig and the cake 
that cracked.

“Most of all, I enjoy see-
ing kids feel proud of the 
projects they have made, 
skills they have learned 
and hours they have put 
in.”

The week of the fair is 
full of highs and lows for 
everyone involved.

“The memories and 
friendships you make 
are more important than 
the ribbons you will take 
home at the end of the 
week,” Suehring said.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com
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Fair highlights year’s worth of 4-H work
Memories, friendships 
more important than 
ribbons that are won

Megan Suehring is the 4-H positive youth development educator with the University of Wis-
consin-Madison Division of Extension Shawano County.		                   CONTRIBUTED

Artwork and other items are featured in part of the commercial building each year, many of 
them winning blue ribbons and all of them attracting attention from more than 70,000 fair 
visitors.								                FILE | NEW MEDIA
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Friday, September 11, 2026 • 8pm
northstarcasinoresort.com

21 and older show.
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Costume Contest
Cash & Free Play

Prizes!

YOUR Adventure Lies North

1.800.952.0195

The 2025 Shawano County Fair livestock auction had a record number of animals (more than 
200) and included 120 buyers and 200 registered bidders.		          FILE | NEW MEDIA

Livestock auction draws a crowd
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