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The band Country Rewind be-
gan Saturday’s festivities.

Flags, flags and
more flags at
county parades

Crowds gather for the annual Town of Townsend Forth of July Parade on July 4.

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

Accusers: School district had
‘deliberate indifference’ to abuse

Lawsuit against district one of the largest cases about student sexual assault in Wisconsin

By CORRINNE HESS
Wisconsin Public Radio

Throughout high school, Amanda
Watzka and David Heisel would go on
long drives across Oconto County.

Heisel would stroke Watzka’s hand
and talk about his family’s wealth. He
would let her know he could protect her
once they were finally together.

Watzka and Heisel were not teenage
sweethearts — Watzka was a 15-year-old

INSIDE

United Way report shows an
increase in local poverty levels.
PAGE 2

technical education student at Oconto
Falls High School, and Heisel was her
teacher.

Watzka considered Heisel a mentor, a
friend and, in some ways, her boyfriend.

Now that she’s in her 30s and has a
daughter of her own, Watzka believes she
was groomed by Heisel for years.

When Watzka talks about how the
relationship went from grooming to an
alleged sexual assault her junior year of
high school, her reaction is physical.

According to a federal complaint and
police reports, in 2012 Heisel sexually as-
saulted Watzka during a Skills USA com-
petition at Chula Visa Resort in Wiscon-
sin Dells.

“It's hard to talk about. It’s hard,”
Watzka said, rocking back and forth and
patting her left arm. “I don’t know that
I've fully processed that yet. I know what
has happened. It is that he did not stop.”

In March 2026, Watzka and two other
former students filed a federal complaint

against the Oconto Falls School District
alleging school officials ignored ongoing
grooming and sexual abuse.

The complaint has since grown to
include more than a dozen former stu-
dents, teachers and parents connected
to the Oconto Falls School District who
allege that for 35 years educators and
school board members were aware of
sexual misconduct in all forms — whether

SCHOOL, continued on page 3
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New data shows 32% of Oconto County
households can’t afford basics

United Way
recommends
those in need use
211 resource line

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-Chief

The Tri-County United
Way in partnership with
United Way of Wisconsin
released the 2026 State
of ALICE report, a data-
driven look at the reali-
ties faced by asset limit-
ed, income -constrained,
employed (ALICE)
households.

The report reveals that
32% of households in
Oconto County cannot af-
ford the basic cost of liv-
ing and struggle to get by.

National and state AL-
ICE reports are authored
by United For ALICE, a
project of United Way of
Northern New Jersey.

The ALICE Report goes
beyond traditional pover-
ty measures to reflect the
true costs of living in the
community. The report
establishes a household
survival budget, which
includes the true cost of
housing, childcare, food,
transportation, health-
care, technology, taxes
and a modest allowance
for miscellaneous ex-
penses, specific to every
county in Wisconsin.

While the report de-
scribes 9% of Oconto
County households (1,577
households) live be-
neath the federal poverty
line, the new research
demonstrates that 23%
(3,917 households) were

According to the ALICE Essentials Index, the cost of essentials in Wisconsin has risen

faster than overall inflation since 2023, seeing a 4.8% annual increase.

beneath the ALICE thresh-
old, earning above the
poverty level but still un-
able to cover basic needs.

When combined, the
data reveals that 32% of
all households in Oconto
County are experiencing
financial hardship.

While the poverty
level has remained fairly
steady, the ALICE popula-
tion has consistently in-
creased over the last four
years, with 2024 seeing
the sharpest increase.

“It would be really
hard to pinpoint a spe-
cific cause of the increase,
because each household
faces unique challenges,”

said Melanie Stahl, ex-
ecutive director of the Tri-
County United Way. “It
could be anything from
a job loss or reduction
in hours to a rent pay-
ment or insurance pre-
mium increase. The most
likely culprit is that, gen-
erally, the rising cost of
basic needs is outpacing
wages.”

According to the ALICE
Essentials Index, the cost
of essentials in Wisconsin
has risen faster than over-
all inflation since 2023,

seeing a 4.8% annual
increase.
Stahl also referred

to data through the 211

CONTRIBUTED

Wisconsin  Social De-
terminant of  Health
Dashboard.

“If you filter down to
Oconto County calls made
to the 211 Wisconsin Re-
source line, you’ll see
that some of the most re-
quested services include
housing, healthcare and
food,” she said. “Filtering
the data further shows
that within housing most
people were looking for
rental assistance. Within
healthcare, most people
are looking for aging and
disability resources, and
within food, most people
are looking for a food
pantry.”
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Correlating the ALICE
data and the 211 call data,
the numbers demonstrate
even more the issues
faced by families.

“If we correlate that
to the 211 calls in Oconto
County for the same time
period, calls for housing
assistance increased by
107% and calls for food
assistance increased from
four to 24, which if I'm
doing my math correctly
is a 500% increase in the
number of calls for food
assistance,” Stahl said.
“Based on this year’s re-
port, an Oconto County
family of four (two adults,
two children in child-
care) would need to make
$87,264 to cover just the
basics included in the AL-
ICE Essentials Index.

“Yet when we look
at data from the ALICE
Economic Viability Dash-
board, we can see that
the most common indus-
try for ALICE workers is
manufacturing and the
average wage is $18.95
per hour. Even if both
adults in the household
make this wage, they still
fall short of covering the
essentials by about $8,400
per year. Monthly, that
shortfall is about $703,
so that family is having to
make some really tough
choices every single
month.”

“The single most im-
portant resource I can
recommend is the 211
Wisconsin resource line,”
Stahl said. “211 is a free
and confidential service
that connects you with
thousands of local pro-
grams and services.”

Dial 211 on your phone
to reach a trained commu-
nity resource specialists
24 hours a day, seven days
a week, or visit 211 Wis-
consin online to search

for services in the com-
munity. The service refer-
rals are based on the call-
er’s ZIP code and include
a wide range of human
service organizations.

There are also a num-
ber of resources avail-
able through the Oconto
County Public Health De-
partment and the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin Oconto
County Extension. The
Disability and Senior Ser-
vices - ADRC Wolf River
Region is also a resource.

“Unfortunately, there
is no single solution that
will solve the challenges
this rapidly growing sec-
tor of the population is
experiencing,” Stahl said.
“Instead, organizations
like the once listed above
and like local United Ways
continue to work togeth-
er to provide resources
aimed at reducing the
burden on the ALICE
population.

“Recently, Tri-County
United Way made the
decision to strategically
increase our investments
in local, proven initiatives
that will be carried out
through an integrated,
three-pronged approach
that includes reducing
barriers to stable em-
ployment and income,
strengthening  financial
literacy and expanding
access to income sup-
ports. We are still work-
ing through exactly what
those programs will be
and how they will be
delivered.”

More state and local
data is available through
the State of ALICE Report
and the ALICE Essen-
tial Index, both of which
can be accessed online
at unitedwaywi.org/page/
ALICE.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

Green Bay man dies
in traffic accident

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

A Green Bay man died
June 25 after his pickup
truck left U.S. Highway 141
and ran into a creek.

An Oconto County Sher-
iff’s Department traffic re-
port identified the victim as
Richard John Kennedy, 75.

The report indicates
that at about 11:56 a.m.,
the pickup truck left the
roadway south of Highway
141 near Guelig Road in
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the Town of Stiles, getting
stuck in the water.

Sheriff Todd Skarban
said in a press release that
deputies located Kennedy
unresponsive inside the
cab. The driver was be-
yond medical assistance
and was pronounced dead
at the scene, Skarban said.

The sheriff’s depart-
ment was assisted by the
Brown County Medical Ex-
aminer’s Office, the sheriff
said.
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perpetrated by teachers
against students, by stu-
dents against other stu-
dents, or by staff against
staff — but practiced “de-
liberate indifference.”

The complaint is one
of the largest cases deal-
ing with student sexual
assault in Wisconsin, said
Chicago attorney Cass
Casper, who is represent-
ing the former students.

The complaint includes
seven plaintiffs and 19
sworn affidavits to sup-
port their allegations.

The complaint names
12 staff members as al-
leged perpetrators going
back to the early 1990s.

“I've never seen facts
like this, ever, in my prac-
tice,” Casper said. “There
are all of these people,
staff members, students
reporting it. The scope of
this suit, and the number
of witnesses who have
come forward, reflects a
severe problem in how the
district responds to these
situations.”

West Bend attorney Ron
Stadler is representing the
school district. Stadler did
not return requests from
WPR for comment.

“Teachers who engage
in sexual misconduct
should face consequences
— the loss of their employ-
ment, criminal prosecu-
tion and civil liability for
the damages they cause,”
Stadler’s motion to dis-
miss says. “In the context
of sexual misconduct, a
school district is not li-
able for the bad actor’s

conduct.”
Under state law, all
school employees are

mandated reporters who
are legally required to
report suspected child
abuse or neglect, includ-
ing sexual abuse.

According to state
guidelines, school staff
must “learn to recognize
manipulation and groom-
ing by adults and peers
and to communicate those
concerns to appropriate
authorities such as school
leadership per school poli-
cies. In plain language,
grooming is a process
where a maltreater gains
trust, builds rapport and
compliance, and ensures
secrecy of a child with
the intent to be sexually
abusive.”

Amanda Watzka wears her Oconto Falls High School construction crew hoodie in Oconto Falls.

School staff and other
mandated reporters who
knowingly fail to report
abuse can face criminal
charges and the loss of
professional licenses.

Watzka graduated from
Oconto Falls High School
in January 2013. She re-
turned in May 2013 to walk
with her class and receive
her diploma.

Watzka said she left
school early to get away
from Heisel, who was in
his mid-30s at the time.

Her teacher and alleged
sexual abuser was many
things to Watzka, who ex-
celled in his class.

Throughout high
school, Heisel invited
Watzka on weekly drives
to his job sites, restau-
rants, his house and his
grandmother’s house.

During these trips,
Heisel discussed what life
would be like with Watzka,
who was a teenager. He
asked her about her sex-
ual experience, while dis-
cussing his marriage and
complaining his wife had
cheated on him, according
to the federal complaint.

Heisel told Watzka he
could marry her and take
care of all her problems.
He sang to her and made
romantic comments. He
also engraved his initials

after Watzka’s name on
her tools.

Then in spring 2012,
when Heisel took students
to the Dells for the an-
nual Skills Competition,
he allegedly escalated his
behavior.

According to the com-
plaint, Heisel went into
Watzka’s hotel room. She
felt threatened and went
into the hallway. He fol-
lowed her into the hotel
stairway, where he alleg-
edly accused her of being a
tease, partially undressed
and forcibly kissed and
fondled her.

“Amanda always re-
membered the facts of
what occurred between
her and Heisel,” the com-

plaint says. “However,
due to her youth, Heisel’s
manipulation, and the

grooming process, she
did not understand un-
til March and April 2025
that Heisel’s conduct was
predatory, criminal, and
constituted actionable civ-
il wrongs.”

Watzka said she con-
tinued to confide in Heisel
even after the assault be-
cause she felt like he had
always been there for her.

Child sexual grooming
is a complex and decep-
tive process that masquer-
ades as trust-building or

mentorship, according to
the National Children’s Al-
liance. It is estimated that
1in 4 girls and 1 in 13 boys
have experienced child
sexual abuse.

“The way I look at it is
I've lived a very hard life,”
Watzka said. “From what
I've experienced and what
I've reflected on, I don’t
think that victims can
come forward until they’re
safe enough to do so.”

That safety came last
year, once Watzka was

ANGELA MAJOR | WPR

married to her second
husband and had three
children.

In March 2025, Watzka,
now 31, sent Heisel a text
that was different from
any type of contact they
had previously had.

“I didn’t realize how
incredibly messed up it
was until I had my own
daughter,” Watzka wrote.
“Now that I've accepted
it for what it is, I'm ready
to share it openly so that
I can move forward with

my life and in hopes to
prevent you from doing it
to anyone else.”

According to a police
report filed in April 2025,
Heisel showed his co-
workers at Oconto Falls
High School the text mes-
sages and asked them
what he should do.

They told him to get a
lawyer.

Heisel did not respond
to phone calls and text
messages from Wisconsin
Public Radio. His attorney,
Clarence Duchac III, did
not return multiple re-
quests for comment from
Wisconsin Public Radio.

Heisel has never been
criminally charged.

The Oconto Falls dis-
trict did not respond to
requests for information
on the status of Heisel’s
employment.

However, Heisel sur-
rendered his teacher’s li-
cense to the Department
of Public Instruction on
March 31, 20 days after
being named in the civil
rights complaint against
the Oconto Falls School
Board.

During an interview in
March with WPR, Oconto
Falls Superintendent Stu-
art Russ said the plain-
tiffs had been making
“substantial monetary de-
mands” on the school dis-
trict since August 2025.

Russ referred all ques-
tions for this story to the
school district’s attorney,
who has not responded to
requests for comment.
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Oconto County

celebrates the
Fourth of July

The horse pull winner, center, celebrates in Gillett.

Oconto County Sheriff Todd Skarban meets and greets paradegoers to the delight of those attending.

Gillett’s Zip-
pel Park was
home to the
July 3-4 cel-
ebration.
The theme
this year
was “250
Years, We
The People
1776-2026.”

PHOTOS BY GREG MELLIS
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Hwy. 47 work to continue for another month

Focus after
that moves to
Highway 55, road
repaving on 47

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Work on state High-
way 47 between County
Road VV in Keshena and
the Langlade County line
is expected to keep the
road closed to most traf-
fic until mid-August, at
which point attention will
be diverted to state High-
way 55, according to a re-
port from the Wisconsin

Department of Transpor-
tation presented at a pub-
lic information meeting
June 30 at the Wolf River
Development Company.
Highway 47 has been
closed to all but emergen-
cy vehicles or reduced to a
single lane since construc-
tion started, and it will
remain closed to traffic
traveling through the res-
ervation until next month,
but local traffic will be al-
lowed to proceed, albeit
with some delays. Traffic
will be traveling on gravel
surfaces for portions of the
project, and flaggers are
not going to be present.
Trevor Kalkofen, DOT
project manager, said that

it’s anticipated that a sec-
ond work crew would be
coming in due to things
falling behind schedule.
Work will proceed from
south to north, he said.
Once the culverts are up-
graded, asphalt will be
placed on them.

“Other than that, it’s
pretty much status quo for
the next few weeks, we’ll
call it for now, putting up
walls and then putting as-
phalt over them,” Kalkofen
said.

Once culvert work has
been completed on High-
way 47 in August, work
will begin on Highway
55, specifically culvert re-
placement, patching and

guardrail work, allowing
for those tasks to be fin-
ished this year.

DOT will begin pave-
ment resurfacing this fall
on Highway 47 between
Keshena and Neopit, and
paving will continue north
of Neopit as long as warm
weather allows. The rest
of the work on Highway
47 will resume in spring
2027, along with the pave-
ment work on Highway
55. During paving work,
roads will be reduced to
one lane with flaggers di-
recting traffic.

Both highways are ex-
pected to be fully reopened
in mid-summer 2027.

Jim Peck, project lead-
er for the Highway 47-55

project, said that people
are becoming more aware
of the project and detour-
ing when necessary. The
official detour requires
motorists to take state
Highway 29, which is it-
self under construction
and then U.S. Highway 45
into Langlade County, and
while Peck said the state
usually can’t officially de-
tour on roads that aren’t
maintained by the state,
he said locals on the res-
ervation are figuring out
their own detours to get to
where they need to go.

However, out-of-town
traffic is a different matter,
he said.

“The out-of-town
people are trying to map

through Google and try-
ing to force their way
through,” Peck said, not-
ing that efforts are being
made to get the closures
onto digital mapping apps.

A question was raised
about the work being done
on state Highway 22 in
Shawano County and how
the detour utilizes County
Road BE. Peck said that
to do that, the state has
to come to an agreement
with counties or munici-
palities in the event that
the added traffic damages
their roads, and those
agreements usually have
to happen before road
projects begin.

Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Shawano County to sell
repossessed homes online

Bids to be accepted through Wisconsin Surplus Auction

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-Chief

Shawano County surplus equipment
and vehicles are already sold online, and
now, repossessed homes will also be auc-
tioned off that same way.

The success of those first home sales
will be reviewed Aug. 19 by the executive
committee. The first online auction starts
July 21 and will run for four weeks, with the
committee expected to select the winning
bid at that meeting.

Homes to be sold are located at 502
Mission St., Wittenberg, and 324 Fourth St.,
Mattoon. They will be sold through https://
wisconsinsurplus.com.

At a recent conference of county trea-
surers, Shawano County Treasurer Emily
Kazik talked with other officeholders about
how they handle the sales.

“Of those 50 treasurers, there’s prob-
ably about half of them who do online auc-
tions, and all of the online auctions they go
through Wisconsin Surplus Auction,” she
told the committee in June.

To explore local options, she contacted
several area Realtors to gauge interest in
assisting with the sale of in rem properties
on behalf of Shawano County. O’Connor
Realty Group, Clintonville, expressed in-
terest and presented a concept plan to the
committee.

“We propose that we could probably do
it all online,” Gerry O’Connor said. “And we
can probably get you a lot better results.”

Under both options, a buyer’s fee would
be charged, and the seller would collect
payment and forward it to the county.

Wisconsin Surplus requires approval
of the winning bid within 48 hours, while
O’Connor would prefer to appear at a com-
mittee meeting to obtain approval.

Kazik said either option would improve
efficiency by reducing the time spent pre-
paring and mailing packets, collecting pay-
ments from bidders and issuing refunds to
unsuccessful bidders. New software may
allow e-mail or text message notices to be
sent to neighbors and interested buyers in-
stead of mailing postcards, further reduc-
ing the time invested by Kazik’s office.

O’Connor said the sale of the county-
owned homes would not be a big money-
maker for this company. Rather, they would
use the sale as a way to collect names and
contact information of prospective buyers
that they can use in future sales.

“We’re trying to use their customer base
and their advertising to be able to promote
the property,” Kazik said of the O’Connor
proposal. “The only downfall I see is we
can’t take a profit in this.”

Any proceeds over and above the coun-
ty’s costs to repossess and sell the property
is returned to the original owner.

O’Connor Realty would offer in-person
customer contact and local support, while
Wisconsin Surplus assistance is by email
only.

Kazik said she is not aware of any other
county that uses a private company to sell
its in rem properties.

The county will use Wisconsin Surplus
Online Auction for in rem sales on a six-
month trial basis.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com
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Swimmers, Sharks enjoy
summer heat before
weather changes

Despite a heat wave and thunderstorm warnings, Smalley
Park was the destination the evening of June 30.

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA  warnings.

Swimmers looking to beat the heat headed to the Wolf River to cool off. They dodged cloudy skies and thunderstorm

The Shawano Ski Sharks team began the 2026 season with three of their first four shows cancelled because of poor weath-
er conditions. The team braved the rain and warnings to perform June 30.

Menominee cruises in 15-1 win over Shawano

By GREG SEUBERT
Correspondent

Menominee handed Shawa-
no a 15-1 loss July 5 in a BABA
East Division game in Keshena.

East Division

Menominee 15, Shawano 1
(7 inn.)

Mitchell VandeWalle, Pete
O’Kimosh and Kristoffer Kal-
lies each had three hits in the
Indians’ win over the Lakers in
Keshena.

Garrett Kadonsky, Ryan Pen-
sis and Lowell Chevalier each
had a hit for Shawano.

Ray Lemieux III picked up

the win on the mound, and Ja-
cob Springborn took the loss.

Gresham 9, Marion 1

The Gophers defeated the
Meisters on July 5.

West Division

Wittenberg 7, Tilleda 6

Wittenberg 5, Tilleda 1

The Pilots came from behind
in both games July 3 and im-
proved to 8-2 in West Division
play.

Erik Steigerwald had three
hits for Wittenberg in the first
game, while Dalton Zeinert
added two.

Brad Bartz had three hits for

Tilleda.

Dominik Anderson picked
up the win on the mound, and
Zach Fehrman took the loss.

Adin Brei had two hits for
Tilleda in the second game.

Nathan Waupekenay got the
win on the mound, and Bartz
took the loss.

North Division

Eland 6, Crandon 1

The Engineers defeated the
Kentucks on July 3 in the first
game of a doubleheader in
Eland. Results from the second
game were not reported.

Hatley 8, Antigo/Polar 2

The Braves defeated the
Bears on July 5.

Birnamwood 11, Elderon 6

Birnamwood 6, Elderon 0

The Kings swept the Whis-
keyJacks in a doubleheader July
5.

West Division

Little Falls 5, Tigerton 2

The Loggers headed to Tiger-
ton on July 2 and picked up a
win over the Tigers.

July 10 schedule (all games
start at 7:30 p.m. except
where indicated)

East-West Division: Menomi-
nee at Wittenberg; Shawano

at Tigerton; Clintonville at
Caroline.

North Division: Antigo/Polar
at Birnamwood, 7 p.m.

July 12 schedule (all games
start at 1:30 p.m.)

East Division: Leopolis at
Gresham; Marion at Tilleda.
West Division: Leopolis at
Gresham,; Little Falls at Scandi-
navia; Marion at Tilleda. North
Division: Elderon at Crandon;
Aniwa at Hatley; Eland has bye.
South-Central Division: Wey-
mont at New London; Little
Falls at Scandinavia; Plover has
bye.

Cecil hands Bonduel first Dairyland League loss

By GREG SEUBERT
Correspondent

13-8 and scored in five of
the game’s seven innings.

Uelmen and Isaac Bolt
drove in three runs each.

win on the mound for
the Mudhens, and Boldt

from July 1.

Results not reported —

Bonduel, Cecil, Hofa
Park, Nichols, Shawano

Cecil picked up a 12-2
win over Bonduel on July 2
in a matchup of Dairyland
League baseball teams.

It was the first league
loss for Bonduel.

Cecil 12, Bonduel 2 (7
inn.)

Cecil outhit the Broncos

Reece Stoltenow led
Cecil at the plate with
three hits while batting in
the No. 9 spot in the line-
up, while Noah Beilfuss
and Braden Uelmen added
two hits each. Easton En-
gel added a two-run home
run in the second inning.

Bonduel scored both of
its runs in the bottom of
the seventh inning. Chase
Reinke and Adam Frost
had two hits for the Bron-
cos, and Eric Yogi Gruen-
wald drove in both of Bon-
duel’s runs.

Beilfuss picked up the

pitched the seventh inning
to get the save. Noah Weier
took the loss for Bonduel.
Hofa Park at Navarino
A makeup game July 2
between the Panthers and
Rangers was rained out
and will be rescheduled.
Pulaski vs. Shawano

July 12 schedule (all
games start at 1:30 p.m.)
Hofa Park at Cecil; Hor-
tonville at Bonduel; Mari-
nette at Shawano; Pulaski
at Waupaca. Navarino,
Nichols have bye.
Bonduel tournament
Six Dairyland teams

and Navarino — will com-
pete in the 47th annual
Bonduel Invitational Base-
ball Tournament. First-
round games were played
July 6, and the champion-
ship game is set for 7 p.m.
July 10 at Jack Reinke Field
in Bonduel.
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BABA Hall of Fame
& Museum receives
nonprofit status

The BABA Hall of Fame
& Museum Inc. has offi-
cially received recognition
as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization from the In-
ternal Revenue Service,
marking an important
milestone in preserving
and celebrating the his-
tory of amateur base-
ball throughout BABA
communities.

The new designation
allows the organization
to accept tax-deductible
charitable contributions,
pursue grant opportuni-
ties and continue build-
ing toward its long-term
vision of establishing a
permanent hall of fame
and museum dedicated
to honoring the players,
coaches, volunteers, fami-
lies and communities that
have shaped BABA base-
ball for generations.

“This is an exciting step
forward for our organiza-
tion,” said President Craig
Brei. “The Hall of Fame
has always been about
preserving our history
and recognizing those
who made amateur base-
ball special. Receiving our
501(c)(3) status gives us
the tools to ensure that
legacy continues for many
years to come.”

The organization is
now preparing for its an-
nual Hall of Fame Banquet

this October, where 12
new inductees will be
honored. The event will
once again bring together
former players, families,
supporters and baseball
enthusiasts from across
the region to celebrate the
traditions and stories that
define BABA baseball.

As part of this next
chapter, the Hall of Fame
is launching several new
initiatives, including:

* A Founding Support-
er Program, scheduled to
launch later this year and
continue through Dec. 31,
2027, recognizing the indi-
viduals, families and busi-
nesses that help establish
the organization during
its formative years.

+ The creation of a
BABA Hall of Fame & Mu-
seum Facebook page to
share historical content,
inductee spotlights and
organizational updates.

Community members
interested in becoming
Founding Supporters, vol-
unteers or artifact donors
are encouraged to contact
the organization at baba-
halloffame @gmail.com or
follow the Hall of Fame on
Facebook for future an-
nouncements and oppor-
tunities to get involved.

For information, visit
https://www.bababase-
ball.com/.

Wausau’s Jeff Feck (21F) and Shawano’s Cody Hokenstad battle it out July 4 in the IMCA modified race at the Shawano
Speedway. In the first heat, Feck placed second with Hokenstad in third. In the feature race, Hokenstad finished second, and

Feck was eighth.

S&A PHOTOGRAPHY

Clintonville drivers sweep
sport compact feature race

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Jeffrey Teske started
in ninth but earned the
checkered flag in the
IMCA modifieds 20-lap
feature race July 4 at the
Shawano Speedway.

Teske defeated Sha-
wano’s Cody Hokenstad,
who finished second, and
New London’s Tanner
Janke, who placed third.

Clintonville’s Lucas
Lamberies won the first
heat. Marion’s Adam Ab-
bey won the second heat,

and Shawano’s Jordan
Bartz won the third heat.

In the 20-lap IMCA
sport modifieds, Sey-
mour’s Tim Jorgenson
won after starting fourth.
Oconto Falls’ Cole Magnin
was second, and Shawa-
no’s A.J. Springborn was
third.

The heat race was
won by Tigerton’s Forrest
Kernen.

Mosinee’s Andy Karl
won the 20-lap dirt late
models feature. He moved
up one spot after starting

second. Shawano’s Troy
Springborn finished sec-
ond, and New London’s
Justin Ritchie was third
after starting on the pole.

Springborn won the
lone heat race.

The IMCA stock cars
20-lap feature was won
by Jeremy Christians, of
Horicon, after starting in
third.

Trent Nolan, of Shawa-
no, was second, and Kyle
Stedjee, of Shiocton, was
third.

Belle

Plaine’s Nate

Michonski, Christians and
Manitowoc’s Brett Wenzel
won the heat races.

The IMCA sport com-
pact 12-lap feature race
was a clean sweep with
Clintonville drivers cap-
turing the top three spots.
Calvin Stueck started
third and finished first,
Tanner Westphal started
10th and finished second,
and Brad Wedde started
14th and placed third.

Heat races were won
by Stueck and Shawano’s
Landon Braatz.

Shawano’s Landon Braatz (04) wins the second heat in the IMCA sport compact division July 4 at the Shawano Speedway.
Green Bay’s TJ Everard (88) placed third. In the feature race, Everard finished fifth, and Braatz placed seventh.

S&A PHOTOGRAPHY

Danielczak a top pick for NEC softball

Amelia Danielczak of
Oconto Falls was a unani-
mous selection for the first
team all-conference soft-
ball team for the North
Eastern Conference.

Danielczak, who was

a senior last season, was
honored as a catcher.
Honorable mention
awards went to team-
mates Katelyn Kurek, a se-
nior, pitcher; and Delaney
McNichols, senior, infield.

Four Oconto Falls High
School baseball players
were named to the NEC
all-conference team.

First team honors were
earned by Carter Heroux
as a pitcher and Landon

Delfosse as an infielder.

Trace Brehmer was
named to the second team
as a catcher, and Tea-
gan Tate earned honor-
able mention status as an
infielder.
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FROM BADGES TO COLLARS

Sorlie, Conradt let faith take over after decades of protecting people of Shawano County

By KAY REMINGER
Correspondent

Two men from different parts of Sha-
wano County had at one point in time
served together at the county sheriff’s
department.

Both men have since traded their badg-
es for clerical collars — still serving people,
but in a totally different ca-
pacity. Both have learned
to listen to the Holy Spir-
it directing their lives
through every phase.

When Keith Sorlie grad-
uated high school, he’d
narrowed his life’s choic-
es down to four things:
teacher, law enforcement,
military or pastor.

“When 1 talked to my
pastor at Bethel, he said,
‘Well, do you feel like
you’re being called by the
Holy Spirit?’ and I remem-
bering responding ‘What
does that feel like?’ and he

STEVE had said, ‘If you have to

CONRADT ask, it’s probably not hap-
pening,” Sorlie said. “So I crossed that off
the list.

“I'm a hometown boy and thought the
military might be too daunting. So that left
teacher or law enforcement, and teaching
was inside work. Law enforcement seemed
to me to be more of a challenge, so law en-
forcement it was.”

Sorlie graduated in 1986 from Carroll
College in Waukesha, with a criminal jus-
tice degree and a minor in English and
psychology, which spawned a law enforce-
ment career lasting close to 29 years.

First employed with the Wisconsin De-
partment of Corrections, Sorlie went on to
work as a patrolman with the Wisconsin
State Patrol in 1991. Then his wife, Lisa, was
hired by Shawano County as a dispatcher
in 1995.

“Shawano County expanded its force,
and I got hired there as a patrol officer for
a number of years, then was a drug detec-
tive for the next 15 years,” Sorlie said. “After
that I switched jobs, working for the city of
Shawano Police Department.”

The biggest challenge in law enforce-
ment is to balance career and home life.

“It’s incredibly demanding, and it never
leaves a person. For example, even to this
day, my wife and I can’t go on a trip togeth-
er without me pointing out expired plates,”
Sorlie said.

Retiring from the police force in 2020,
Sorlie discovered in the fall of 2021 that his
home church, Bethel Lutheran, was in dire
need of a pastor.

“The spirit started calling me,” Sorlie
said. “Every time I tried to say no, it got
funneled into a yes. My supportive wife
teased me I failed at retirement. She had
encouragingly said, ‘Gee, if only we knew
someone who had some extra time on
their hands.”

Starting in the fall of 2022, Sorlie’s semi-
nary training was completed with an on-
line degree through Wartburg Theological
Seminary located in Dubuque, Iowa. Sor-
lie earned a certificate, which allowed him
to serve as an ordained pastor, in May of
2025, with an ordination ceremony taking
place less than a year later at Bethel Luther-
an Church in Cecil.

Fully supported by his family and con-
gregation, Sorlie said, “I've been very
blessed. A couple of lay people are able to
fill in and preach when I'm not here, but for
the most part I am by myself. I enjoy being
with people and writing sermons; the old
English degree kicks in.

KEITH SORLIE

Keith Sorlie was ordained March 22 at his childhood home church, Bethel Lutheran in Cecil.
Sorlie contributes his pastoral life to listening to the prompting of the Holy Spirit and his
loving, supportive family and congregation. Sorlie’s dedication to law enforcement spanned

close to 29 years before he retired from police work in 2020.

“I am blessed on this whole journey
from the beginning to the end. I get to come
full circle back to my roots, serving people
at the church I was baptized in. I just kept
following the Lord’s nudges. Listen and
obey, and He’ll take us on an adventure.”

Law enforcement and pastoral duties
have similarities.

“I just listen to people and what they
need,” Sorlie said. “The outcomes are
a little different, obviously. If someone
breaks the law they have to suffer the con-
sequences, but I tried to be compassionate
and kind during my time on the force. It’s
all about listening to what people are going
through. I can’t solve their problem, but I
can be there offering support and guidance
and prayer.”

Steve Conradt began his law enforce-
ment career after a ride-along with his
brother — who was an officer with the Wis-
consin Rapids police department — piqued
his curiosity.

The last of three boys in the family, Con-
radt had felt obligated to help his parents
out on the family farm. He had worked at a
slaughterhouse for about a year, cutting the
feed out of cow stomachs.

“I'm sitting there, emptying out those
stomachs, and you just kind of think to
yourself: ‘Is this something I want to do for
the rest of my life?”” Conradt said.

He heard the Shawano County Sheriff
Department was hiring, and he applied for

CONTRIBUTED

and got a position within the force, starting
Jan. 1, 1977, for $2 per hour.

“I had to buy my own gun and ammo
and hung with the department long enough
to get a uniform and a badge. All the train-
ing we did was in-house,” Conradt said.

From 1977 through 1984, Conradt
served as a deputy sheriff and also helped
his mom and dad run their family farm.

“All my vacations were taken to get farm
work done and the hay off in the summer,”
he said. “I caught a break in August 1984
when my parents sold the farm.”

Through the years, Conradt advanced
from jailer to dispatcher, moving to pa-
trol, to criminal investigator, to lieutenant
and finally promoted to chief deputy under
Sheriff Robert A. Schmidt. A highly-dec-
orated officer, Conradt was named Arson
Investigator of the Year for the state of Wis-
consin by the International Association of
Arson Investigators, Wisconsin Chapter.

“Pretty good for a kid from the twin cit-
ies of Pella and Leopolis,” Conradt said.

Retiring from law enforcement after
over 30 years, Conradt considered the pos-
sibility of becoming a pastor. At his baptism
in 1956, the pastor of St. John Lutheran
Church-Hermansfort had prophesied to
Conradt’s mom that someday he would be-
come a pastor.

Close to 60 years later that came true,
but not without sacrifice.

Three years after retiring from the force,

Steve Conradt contributes his success at
completing his pastoral training to relying
on the strength of Jesus and his loving, sup-
portive wife, Bernie, pictured after the Eas-
ter service at St. John-Hermansfort in 2025.
Conradt’s prolific law enforcement career
spanned over 30 years with the Shawano
County Sheriff’s Department, until he retired
in 2007. CONTRIBUTED

Conradt’s wife, Bernadette, saw an adver-
tisement by Fort Wayne seminary recruit-
ers in their church bulletin. After some
convincing, Conradt agreed to meet with
Pastor Steve Wagner in Green Bay, which
started the ball rolling.

At 56 years of age, in February 2011, after
taking some courses at Northeast Wiscon-
sin Technical College-Shawano, Conradt
was accepted into the Concordia Theologi-
cal Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana.

Spending 22 years there, including
summer classes to more swiftly complete
his degree, followed by a year of vicarage at
St. John Hermansfort, meant during train-
ing, Conradt was away from his beloved
family for extended periods of time.

“My wife — my soulmate — Bernadette,
was and still is, a saint,” Conradt said.
“When I left for Fort Wayne in June 2011 to
do a 10-week Koine Greek class, she stayed
at home working as a third-grade teacher
at Olga Brener (Intermediate School). We
had never been separated during our mar-
riage. Now we’d be separated 10 weeks at a
time. It was rough.”

Managing the grief their separation
caused, both found strength in God. Sur-
rendering to Christ, Conradt understood
his success was not accomplished by his
own strength.

“We hit a point that we both knew we
got divine help with this, now let’s finish
the task,” Conradt said. “We got through it
by the grace of God.”

Conradt served at both St. John Church-
Hermansfort and St. Paul-Stony Hill, offi-
cially retiring from pastoral duties on June
29, 2025. Currently, Conradt occasionally
fills in around other Lutheran churches,
Missouri Synod.

Much like Sorlie, Conradt sees similari-
ties in both law enforcement and pastoral
care.

“You are always dealing with hurting
people. You have to have compassion in
both jobs. As pastor, you have to be ready
and able to share the love of Jesus Christ
in very trying times,” Conradt said. “It’s not
about me. The Bible verse I cling to is ‘Be-
hold, God is my salvation; I will trust and
will not be afraid, for the Lord God is my
strength and my song, and He has become
my salvation.’ Isaiah 12:2.”
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Childhood classic comes to Mielke stage

Mostly young
actors star in
‘lames and the
Giant Peach’

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-Chief

Eleven of the 15 cast
members performing
in “James and the Giant
Peach” are children, which
director Sabrina Demaski
has found both challeng-
ing at times and pleasantly
surprising.

“We only have four
adults. We have a cast of
15. The rest of them are all
between the ages of 8 and
16,” Demaski said. “I think
it’s really cool that they’re
doing so well. Some of the
singing is written for more
mature and seasoned voic-
es. I have been pleasantly
surprised.”

The show opened July 9
at the Mielke Arts Center.
More performances are
scheduled for July 10-12
and July 16-19.

“It’s really fun, especial-
ly with how young my cast
is,” Demaski said. “I get to
teach the younger genera-
tion. It’s been very reward-
ing to pass on everything I
know about doing shows
here.”

Demaski quickly real-
ized she needed to sched-
ule several small breaks
throughout practice ses-
sions to allow the young
actors to run around and
burn off some energy.

“There are definitely
times that we get a little
silly, but I like to try to give
them enough balance with
small breaks and stuff)”
she said. “It’s been fun.
It’s been a little challeng-
ing sometimes. Once they
get the giggles, it goes on
forever. Some of the adults
are the ones instigating
those giggles.”

The play is based on
Roald Dahl's same-titled
book.

When James is sent
by his conniving aunts to
chop down their old fruit
tree, he discovers a magic
potion that results in a
tremendous peach. Sud-
denly, James finds him-
self in the center of the

Lillianna Anderson, center, plays the part of Grasshopper. She is rehearsing with Bryce
Rades, who plays the part of Glowworm, left, and Mia Schmalz, who plays the part of Spider.

gigantic peach, among
human-sized insects with
equally oversized person-
alities. But after it falls
from the tree and rolls into
the ocean, the group faces
hunger, sharks and plenty
of disagreements.

Thanks to James’ quick
wit and creative thinking,
the residents learn to live
and work together as a
family. The dangerous voy-
age is a success, but the ad-
venture takes a whole new
twist once they land on the

Empire State Building.

This is Demaski’s first
time directing a musical,
although she did direct
“Cafe Mocha Murders” in
the spring of 2025.

She first performed on
the Mielke stage in “Seus-
sical” in 2014.

“I've always been inter-
ested in all aspects of the-
ater,” Demaski said. “Acting
has always been kind of
like my primary interest.”

She suffered some
health problems a few

KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

years ago when acting in a
show.

“I was actually faint-
ing backstage in between
scenes. I couldn’t figure
out what was going on,”
she said. “I had some scary
health stuff going on for a
while, but I didn’t want to
give up theater. I was look-
ing for other ways to be
involved.”

With the help of Alex
Konen, Shawano County
Arts Council president and
her theater teacher in high

Kelly Donahue, left, plays the part of Earthworm while David
Woosencraft plays the part of Caterpillar as they rehearse a
scene from “James and the Giant Peach.”

IF YOU GO

KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

WHO: Box in the Wood Theatre Guild
WHAT: “James and The Giant Peach”
WHERE: Mielke Arts Center, N5649 Airport Road, Shawano
WHEN: 7 p.m. July 10-11, July 16-18; 2 p.m. July 12, July

19

COST: Reserve seating, $25 ($27 online with fees); gen-
eral admission, adult $15 ($16.50 online with fees); child

$10 ($11.25 online with fees).

TICKETS: Available at https://shawanoarts.ludus.com/in-
dex.php or at the door if not sold out in advance.

school, she worked side by
side with him as assistant
director before going out
on her own.

Demaski enjoys the cre-
ative decision making that
goes with being director.

For example, before she
had decided on a theme for
the play, she was scrolling
social media one day.

“I saw a playground for
sale, and I was like, ‘This
show is very much part
of my childhood. It very
much invokes a childhood
feeling. Wouldn't it be fun
if we just did it on a play-
ground instead?’” she said.

Then, Demaski ran with
the idea.

“All of the costumes are
based on childhood toys
that I had,” she said. “We
have the sandbox. We have
the playground. Every-
thing is based on that idea
of childhood nostalgia —
childhood whimsy.”

Demaski also works
with Safe Haven, the do-
mestic abuse and sexual
assault center in Shawano.

The actors’ final dress re-
hearsal is a performance
for the Safe Haven clients.

kpasson@newmedia-iw.com

Caroline Lepscier, who plays
James in the Box in the
Wood Theatre Guild produc-
tion of “James and the Gi-
ant Peach,” waits for her
next line during a recent
rehearsal.

KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA
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Salty Anchor serves taste of sea to diners

Former Water’s
Edge opens in
May with new
sign, purpose

By GREG SEUBERT
Correspondent

What is a salty anchor?

Bill Ciuplinski probably
hears that question a lot as
the new owner of The Salty
Anchor, the former Water’s
Edge, on state Highway
32 between Suring and
Mountain.

Ciuplinski purchased the
business, located across the
road from Anderson Lake,
in April and opened it May
16. Besides the bar and grill,
it also features upstairs liv-
ing quarters.

“My parents had a place
on the Townsend Flowage
for 30 years — not a busi-
ness, but a regular cottage
on the water,” Ciuplinski
said.

He’s currently on leave
from his position as vice
president of Toys For
Trucks, which provides
off-road parts for trucks,
Jeeps and four-wheeled
vehicles.

“I still do that,” Ciuplin-
ski said. “I'm actually on
a 90-day hiatus. I go back
Aug. 1 on a part-time basis.
I was living in Appleton, so
I sold my house by the air-
port and moved up here.
Being on the water and
being up north is where I

Bill Ciuplinski recently purchased the former Water’s Edge at 12058 State Highway 32, Sur-
ing, and renamed it The Salty Anchor. He held an official grand opening May 16, and the bar
and grill is open seven days a week.

want to be. Did I ever think
I was going to buy a bar
and grill? No.”

Ciuplinski said he spent
91 days on the road last
year for Toys For Trucks.

“I was living in hotels
and flying in airplanes,”
he said. “It just got to be
too much. Once I finally
told people what I was do-
ing, they said, ‘Well, you
just bought yourself a job;
youre married to that
place’ That’s kind of how I
felt anyway with Toys For
Trucks. I looked at it as an
opportunity here; it’s right
on the water.”

Ciuplinski  purchased
the business from Do-
reen Thompson. He used
to pass by it on his way
to the family cottage in

Townsend.

“Doreen had a good
business here, and she was
here for 21 years,” he said.
“You hope you keep the
locals, but you also want
to grow the business. It’s
been around since ’48. It
was Tip Top way back in
the day. I did my home-
work on it. I was up here
snowmobiling and saw a
for sale sign last winter
and figured it was going to
be out of my price range.
When I looked it up online,
I said, ‘It’s doable. I went
into it head-first to see if I
was going to be able to do
it”

Ciuplinski eventually set
up a website, www.saltyan-
chorbarandgrill.com, and a
Facebook page, but they

GREG SEUBERT

weren't the only improve-
ments he made.

“I've been coming up
here for 37 years, and
one of the things I no-
ticed is you drive right by
this place. You miss it,” he
said. “There wasn’t a sign
out front for quite some
years. I said, ‘I'm going to
make it so you can’t miss
it I painted it aqua and put
lighting all around it.”

Ciuplinski also designed
a logo and ordered mer-
chandise that includes
shirts and hats.

“I went into it knowing
how to do a lot of that,” he
said. “I'm not a marketing
specialist or anything like
that, but I know enough
from doing shows and
consumer shows to know

what people want.”

Ciuplinski’s keeping
The Salty Anchor’s menu
simple for now. It includes
the usual fare of ham-
burgers, cheeseburgers,
chicken sandwiches and
appetizers.

“We didn’t change the
menu a lot,” he said. “We
added a few easy-prep
items, but at the same
time, it’s a little different
than other places.”

A banquet room is also
set up to serve Friday night
fish.

“We just had our third
fish fry,” Ciuplinski said.
“We did 65 (orders), then
75 and last week, we had
125. It’s been very good,
and weekdays have been
consistently steady. We
do well on Mondays and
Tuesdays because a lot
of the places up here are
closed.”

Ciuplinski wanted to
establish consistent hours
for the business.

“I'm a snowmobiler. 'm
a fisher. 'm a hunter,” he
said. “Coming up here on
a Monday, who’s open?
Who’s not open? Who’s
open on Tuesday? What
time do they start serving
food? We're open seven
days a week at noon and
until at least 10 p.m., re-
gardless if it’s slow. On the
weekends, we’ll stay open
as late as we can.”

Ciuplinski said many
of his customers are
impressed with the
improvements.

“They’re really blown
away by how clean and
bright it looks in here,” he
said. “They love the patio
out front.”

Ciuplinski waited for
more than a month before
finding out his loan to pur-
chase the business was
approved.

“Inspections had to
happen,” he said. “It could
have all fallen apart be-
cause I was already invest-
ed in the clothing. I had to
order all that stuff to be
ready for my opener.”

Although Ciuplinski has
his local customers, he
realizes that businesses
like his depend on tourists
heading to northern Ocon-
to County.

“There’s a snowmobile
trail that comes in on the
east side of the property,
and a UTV trail that comes
in on the south side of the
property,” he said. “There
were some issues on how
to get here, so I'm working
with the clubs to get that
out in the open so every-
body knows.”

So what’s the idea be-
hind the name of Ciuplins-
ki’s new business venture?

“I came up with it my-
self,” he said. “My son’s a
Navy vet, but I also like the
nautical theme. With nauti-
cal, nothing gets old. I look
at it as something catchy,
more of a destination
place, different. I wanted
people to notice me.”

seubert4@gmail.com

‘Showcase’” puts Menominee theater skills on display

The Menominee word for
theater is mamataweqtan. It can
also translate to English as a
“wonderful performance.”

Shawano news publications
have covered the Menominee
Nation’s mamataweqtan for
more than 150 years, with per-
haps the earliest story running
in 1874. Theater is one of the
Menominee peoples’ traditional
artforms, and this column is just
the latest local coverage.

For the second summer run-
ning, I had the good fortune to
direct the current generation of
performers. These budding thes-
pians enrolled in a theater pro-
duction course offered through
a partnership between Col-
lege of Menominee Nation and
Menominee Nation High School,
and that meant that I was able to
introduce them to my persnick-
ety ways of teaching this storied
artform.

As actor Ashay-
lex Awonohopay
put it, “Ryan is aw-
fully particular about
all things theater.
If you’re not doing
something right, he
will tell you. And if
you proceed to not
listen to him, he will
tell you again until
you do.”

These diligent student-theater
practitioners were participating
in CMN’s Learn and Earn pro-
gram. Funded by the Wisconsin

RYAN WINN
COLUMNIST

Cast and crew for “Showcase,” a joint effort between College of Menomi-
nee Nation and Menominee Nation High School in June, are, from left,
Johnathan Sechrist, Sara Kelley, Christopher Wilber Jr., Ashaylex Awono-
hopay, James Awonohopay, Cece Grignon, Harmony Doud, Nevaeh Pecore,
Taylesia Pamonicutt, Dacey Webster, Kenzie Webster-Wayka and Givon

Peters.

Technical College Systems Grant,
the program “allows high school
juniors and seniors to get a head
start in college while gaining
confidence in their
ability to succeed in
higher education.”

Actor Harmon
Doud noted what
helped her thrive in
the classroom.

“The three pieces
of advice I'd share is
to stay on top of your
work, listen to the
lecture so you know
what you might be doing, and
have fun and interact during dis-
cussions. That goes for any col-
lege course,” Doud said.

This summer’s cast and crew

COLLEGE OF MENOMINEE NATION

included Ashaylex Awonohopay,
James Awonohopay, Harmony
Doud, Cece Grignon, Sara Kel-
ley, Taylesia Pamonicutt, Nevach
Pecore, Givon Peters, Payton Po-
can, Johnathan Sechrist, Christi-
na Warrington, Levi Warrington,
Kai Wayka, Kenzie Webster-Way-
ka, Dacey Webster, and Christo-
pher Wilber Jr.

The course required the stu-
dents to select the scripts we
staged, with the roles being as-
signed through auditions.

While stage fright is under-
standable, actor Kai Wayka
shared his secrets to success.

“Stay open-minded when it
comes to acting, and don’t stress
about feeling awkward,” Wayka
said. “Irying new things can be

intimidating at first, but once
you’re on stage, it often becomes
enjoyable. You might be sur-
prised by how freeing and excit-
ing acting can actually be.”

This summer witnessed the
production of five short scenes
depicting a futuristic interroga-
tion room, a Jane Austin penned
confrontation, a high mainte-
nance knight preparing for a
quest, a studious college student
justifying his low-key life and a
high schooler lamenting the gap
between his real-life and online
personas.

While the scenes were each
different, assistant director Levi
Warrington discussed universal
truths about the craft he gleaned
from the course.

“You're going to feel scared,
but once you find joy in this and
get to know your crew, you will
feel a whole lot better about go-
ing up on that stage,” Warrington
said. “The next thing I would say
is to focus on action, not emo-
tion, to make it believable.”

Actor Christina Warrington
added to those assertions.

“Some advice I would share
with any upcoming student is
to stay consistent, live in the
truth of the moment, and prac-
tice your critiquing,” she said. “I
share these pieces of advice spe-
cifically because they all focus on
improvement in techniques that
are necessary for this class.”

Under the revealing moni-
ker “Showcase,” the production

went off without a hitch at MNHS
on June 24. The patrons in atten-
dance exceeded expectations,
spilling out of the classroom and
into the campus’ commons.

Actor Givon Peters reflect-
ed upon his thoughts about
the secret to having a strong
performance.

“I'would say not to overthink,”
Peters said. “It is so easy to get all
in your head about getting on the
stage and putting on a show, but
no amount of anxiety can change
the future. I think you should
just get up there and give it your
best. This is only something I've
recently come to understand, but
it has helped me immensely.”

Assistant director Taylesia
Pamonicutt agreed.

“You need to get out of your
comfort zone in order to do
things,” she said. “You need to
find the truth of the moment
when executing your acting or
whatever type of role you have
in a play. Make sure you do it
well and that youre working
well with any other actors you're
with”

The upshot is that this sum-
mer’s mamataweqtan was a
“wonderful performance” that
capped an educational milestone
for the students.

Ryan Winn, Ph.D., teaches communi-
cations, English, history and theater
at the College of Menominee Nation.
Visit www.menominee.edu for more
information about the school.
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Summer fun impacted by water leak, tourists

It’s a stunningly beau-
tiful summer night on the
Townsend Flowage. The
lake is smooth as glass, a
mirror reflecting the full
moon lording it over an
inky sky. I can

hear music
from across
the lake. I sure
wish it was

coming from

Little Tipsy.
Built in

1898, Tipsy is

treasure from the wreck-
ing ball.

As is customary, the
Calloways were planning
a special Memorial Day
celebration. Sadly, they

were forced to
close due to a
catastrophic
water leak in
April. Here’s
hoping they
can reopen
soon. Losing
the income an-

the original

ticipated dur-

Wheeler Ho-
tel, the oldest
commercial building in
Townsend. Built for rail-
road and lumber busi-
nessmen, the Wheeler
was a welcome stopover
on the Laona Line. It has
a colorful past, and log-
ging history oozes out of
the place.

I was smitten by the
Wheeler when 1 first saw
it. It was a key reason
why I got involved in sav-
ing the logging camp in
Lakewood. Over the 128
years of its existence, the
hotel has changed hands
and been updated several
times. Old-timers may re-
member it as the Wheeler
Inn; more recent folks as
Markuby’s.

Historic buildings are
very special, often serv-
ing as both museum and
commercial enterprise.
They are not for the ca-
sual investor and usu-
ally require a deep com-
mitment in time, effort
and money. I cherish the
current owners, Robbie
and Kasha Calloway, who
rescued this priceless

KATHLEEN MARSH
COLUMNIST

ing the sum-
mer  season
can be devastating for
small businesses.

Summers are short
here as it is. The months
from Memorial Day to La-
bor Day are critical to the
economic health of tiny
Northwoods towns like
ours. Everything depends
on weather. The past few
years we’ve had three
months of March — cold,
wet and windy. Not good
when all you have to sell
is a plethora of outdoor
activities.

Still, every year busi-
nesses optimistically roll
out the welcome mat at
the end of May to mark
the opening of high tour-
ist season. If the weather
cooperates, our popula-
tion doubles, even triples.
It reaches full saturation
over the Fourth of July
when we host thousands
of out-of-towners who
flock here to celebrate.

This year, which
marks the 250th anniver-
sary of America’s found-
ing in 1776, is one grand
birthday party. Local

businesses are spending
a lot of time, energy and
money providing special
things to do. Over the
Fourth, there was the an-
nual kids fishing tourna-
ment, parade, craft show,
Friends of Townsend Fire
picnic. As always, the cel-
ebration concluded with
a fantastic fireworks dis-
play. Many more promo-
tions are coming up. All
good.

Unfortunately, there
is trouble in poor man’s
paradise. It stems from
a steadily growing num-
ber of visitors who do not
know how to live in the
woods. I get it. I didn’t
either, but from the time
we bought our place in
1993, we knew life here
could not be lived as if we
resided in a city. Jon and
I quickly adapted; we had
to.

Unfortunately, more
and more of our “guests”
think that up north is a
no-holds-barred  party
place. We have heard,
“Hey, there are no laws
north of Highway 64” for
years. Now, it’s some ver-
sion of, “We spend a lot of
money here, so shut up
and be grateful.” Really.

One of the most com-
mon ways we see this
attitude manifest itself
is rude behavior. Yester-
day I stopped for gas at
the station in town. As I
was carefully navigating
my way to an open fill-
ing spot, a UTV almost
as big as my Escape
whizzed past. Cutting me
off, he nearly hit me as he
pulled up to that pump.

Little Tipsy is the oldest commercial building in Townsend and one of the funner places in
the town, but a catastrophic water leak has closed the original Wheeler Hotel while repairs

are made, impacting the building’s summer revenue potential.

Clearly inebriated at 11
a.m., he and his buddies
gave me the middle fin-
ger salute and laughed
uproariously.

Okay, being obnoxious
while intoxicated is noth-
ing new. Best to ignore it.
It’s offensive, but not dan-
gerous. Ah, sweet karma,
the laugh was on them.
As I was filling my tank
at another pump, I heard
the driver yell: “Can you
f'n believe this; it’s (f’n)
out of order!”

As he angrily drove
off, T couldn’t help but
notice he had to express

his political views to the
world. They were proudly
displayed on his clothing
and a flag attached to the
back of his ride.

I hesitate to write this,
but I sincerely want to
know. With the country
so polarized, why would
you choose to wear politi-
cal swag when you’re on
vacation? Are you look-
ing for endorsement or
for trouble?

Yes, there’s a wide di-
versity of viewpoints in
Townsend. No, it isn’t
50/50. So far, we’ve
learned to live in peace,

KATHLEEN MARSH

perhaps  because, as
Charles Dickens wrote
long ago, “We are all
fellow travelers to the
grave.” Amen.

Coming for a visit?
Great. Love to have you.
Please be on your best
behavior and  pretty
please, keep the politics
at home.

Kathleen Marsh is a lifelong
educator, writer and commu-
nity advocate. She has pub-
lished eight books, four on the
history of Townsend, where
she and husband Jon are hap-
pily retired on the beautiful
Townsend Flowage.

Five minutes all that’s needed for garden maintenance

Improve a garden’s beauty, increase
enjoyment, and reduce stress five min-
utes at a time. As gardeners we know, and
research proves that gardening is good
for the mind, body and spirit. However,
busy schedules often lead to neglected

GARDENING WITH  Projects, weedy
MELINDA MYERS  52"pens and long

We often de-
lay tackling these
tasks until we
have an afternoon
or evening to ded-
icate to our land-
scapes. By then,
the weeds have
overtaken the
garden, perenni-
alsbecome floppy
and veggies are
past their prime. Fight the overwhelming
desire to give up.

Instead, look for small tasks that can
be done in between other activities or
when you need a brief break from work
to clear your mind and stretch your
muscles.

Keep a weather-proof container or two
filled with gloves, a favorite weeding tool,
and pruners in a convenient location
near the garden. This ensures that the
time available will be spent weeding or
deadheading instead of looking for tools.
A bucket with kneeling pads and tools
by the door or an old mailbox set in the
garden will save time and steps retrieving
these items.

Use this time to remove spent flowers

MELINDA MYERS
COLUMNIST

A mailbox is filled with garden tools and set in the garden for convenient access.

or cut back perennials in need of a trim.
Prune off any dead or damaged twigs
above a set of healthy buds when you are
out working in your garden. Use a by-
pass hand pruner to make clean cuts that
leave your plants looking their best.

Dig weeds, roots and all. This task is
easiest when the soil is moist and the
weeds are small. Eliminating weeds from
the garden before they set seed means
fewer weeds to pull in the future.

WWW.MELINDAMYERS.COM

Prioritize projects into Must Do,
Should Do and Might Do tasks. This is a
great way to reduce what seems like an
overwhelming project into manageable
steps.

The Must Dos ensure your plants will
survive. Focus on watering as needed,
weed control and managing plant-threat-
ening pests.

Should Dos include mulching, fertil-
izing and winterizing as needed and can

be done after you take care of the Must
Dos. These could wait a year but should
be addressed soon. Tackling the Should
Do tasks eventually reduces time spent
on the Must Do ones. Might Do tasks are
those like deadheading and staking that
boost beauty but are not critical for the
plant’s survival.

This is just one way to divide your
gardening tasks, but priorities will vary
from gardener to gardener based on your
desired goals. Some may feel deadhead-
ing or staking is critical and add it to the
Must Do or Should Do list while others
consider it a task to do once the others
are complete. You may decide to replace
higher maintenance plants with those
that are free flowering, self-supporting
and have fewer pest problems.

If the Must Do tasks are difficult for
you to accomplish, consider asking for
help or hiring a professional. Pay for big
jobs and those you prefer to skip so you
can focus on those you can do and that
bring you joy.

You’ll be surprised how much you can
accomplish in just a few minutes. Plus,
tackling your landscape one small task at
a time can be less overwhelming and less
stressful.

Melinda Myers has written more than 20 garden-
ing books, including the “Midwest Gardener’s
Handbook, 2nd Edition” and “Small Space
Gardening.” She hosts The Great Courses “How
to Grow Anything” streaming courses and the
nationally syndicated Melinda’s Garden Moment
radio program. Her website is www.melindamy-
ers.com.
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Rotary elects officers,
hands out scholarships

The Shawano Rotary Club recently
elected officers and awarded scholar-
ships to graduating high school seniors.

At the meeting, the club voted for
Mike Morse to become the president,
succeeding Gary Tauchen, who will
now serve as past president. Treasurer
Paula Wegner and secretary J.R. Habeck
were re-elected. All officers were sworn
in by Shawano-Menominee County Cir-
cuit Court Judge William Kussel.

Morgan Staszak, daughter of Grant
and Melinda Staszak of Bonduel,
earned the Emmereth Brunner schol-
arship through her achievements and
impressive essay that envisioned how
she can help improve the world. Brun-
ner was a farmer in Green Valley who
spread agricultural advancement tech-
niques to other countries. Staszak will
attend the University of Minnesota and
study architecture.

Dr. Paul Dibley scholarships were
awarded to two Shawano graduates,
following a vote of their fellow students
with high academic achievement. Dib-
ley was a Shawano dentist for over 40
years who headed the club’s scholar-
ship committee for years.

Joshua Lesperance, the son of
Aaron and Catherine Lesperance, al-
ready runs a business and will study
business matters at University of
Wisconsin-Madison.

Jillian Guenther, the daughter of Jo-
sephe Guenther and Yu-Chin Fang,
plans to study microbiology at UW-Eau
Claire, preparing for medical school.

Each scholarship was $1,000 per
student.

The Shawano Rotary, which is more
than 100 years old, has engaged in ac-
tivities that benefit the Shawano area
and other parts of the world.

High school graduates, from left, front row, lJillian Guenther, Morgan Staszak and Joshue
Lesperance received $1,000 scholarships from the Shawano Rotary Club. Standing with the
scholarship winners are Rotary treasurer Paula Wegner, secretary J.R. Habeck, president
Mike Morse and past president Gary Tauchen. CONTRIBUTED

THEME: 65.8ily
. Gone by
ROM'COMS 68. Generational divide
~ ACROSS 69. Oodles
1. Anti-seniors sentiment 70. Each one for himself?
6. Ingested 71. Ouzo flavor
9. “Lights out” tune 72. A whole lot
13. *”"Sweet” villa (2025) 73. Pertinent
14. Leo, in Moscow 74. Not rights
15. Mood disorder ' DOWN
16. Blooming bulb 1. Without further ____, pl.
17. *It happened on how 2. Departed
many nights? (1934) 3 Hip bones
18. Follow up on (2 words) 4' *Actor Foley of #13
19. *Sleepless where? )
(1993) Acro_ss
21. *Certain London Hill 2' ﬁg];iﬁgtggl(:kroducing
(1999) I.ant g
23.“____Te Ching” b

24. Future J.D.’s hurdle,
acr.

25. Chips accompaniment
28. Tibetan monk

30. Celebrity

35. Please do not delay,
acr.

37. S.A.T. section

39. Polynesian island
country

40. Scarlet O’Hara’s home
41. Singing femme fatale
43. Rig or truck

44, Artist’s support

46. Italian money, 1861-
2002

47. Petri dish gel

48. Like a longer route?
50. ____ Scotia

52. RNs’ org.

53. Morally reprehensible
55. Ensign, for short

57. *Not a wedding (1994)
61. *They were reaping
benefits (2011)

7. *How many days to lose
a guy? (2003)

8.0and 2, e.g.

9. Diplomat’s forte

10. ____-perspirant

11. One quark plus one
antiquark

12. Spilled the beans
15. Dull surfaces

20. Fertile topsoil, pl.
22. Boat propeller

24. Army bathroom

25. *Fifty of these, to jog
her memory (2004)

26. Newton of science
27. Dissect

29. *AOL delivery (1998)
31. Org. with a mission
32. Last letter, to Homer
33. *Pretty one (1990)
34. Nigerian money

36. Part of a hammerhead
38. Villain’s rival

42. *When has she been
kissed? (1999)

45, Books, in Paris

49. Langley, VA org.

51. Fauna member

54. Peruvian beast of
burden

56. Rive Droite and Rive
Gauche separator

57. Hand-to-hand combat
weapon

58. Unconstitutional and

uncommon have it in com-
mon

59. Indian flatbread

60. Odds’ partners

61. Arial, e.g.

62. Naive, alt. spelling
63. Olden days “do”, sec-
ond person singular

64. Files suit

67. Fall into it
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WHAT’S HAPPENING

FRIDAY, JULY 10
OCONTO: Storytime, 10:30
a.m., Farnsworth Public Li-
brary, 715 Main St. Story and
crafts for preschool children.
A caregiver must stay with
the child.

TOWN OF HOW: Suring Sum-
mer Craft and Vendor Show,
noon to 6 p.m., How Commu-
nity Building, 12896 State
Highway 32.

SHAWANO: Smalley Beach
Bash, 2-5 p.m., Smalley Park,
211 Riverside Drive. Obsta-
cle course and games, crafts
with the Shawano County Li-
brary, food trucks, music with
a DJ and karaoke.

SURING: Recovery Talking
Circle, 6-8 p.m. South Branch
Community Center, W1281
County Road M.

SHAWANO: “James and the
Giant Peach,” 7 p.m., Mielke
Arts Center, N5649 Airport
Road. Box in the Wood The-
ater Guild musical presenta-
tion. Tickets $10-$25 at Sha-
wanoarts.ludus.com or at the
door.

SATURDAY, JULY 11
OCONTO: Escape Reality
Walleye Open, all day, Break-
water Park, 1301 Harbor
Road. Details at Escape Re-
ality Walleye Open Facebook
page.

SHAWANO: FRESH Project
Shawano Farmers Market, 8
a.m. to noon, Franklin Park,
235 Washington St. Check
Facebook page for cancella-
tions and weekly updates.
OCONTO FALLS: Oconto Falls
Dri-Tri, 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
West Side Beach, North Flat-
ley Avenue. Half-mile paddle
on Oconto River, bicycle race
and 5k run/walk. $85; reg-
ister at https://runsignup.
com/Race/WI/OcontoFalls/
OcontoFallsDriTri.  Registra-
tion and check-in opens 7:30
a.m.

TOWN OF HOW: Suring Sum-
mer Craft and Vendor Show,
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., How Com-
munity Building, 12896 State
Highway 32.

SHAWANO: ShawanoFest, 10
a.m. to 3 p.m., Main Street

downtown and Franklin Park,
235 S. Washington St. Car
show, craft vendors and mu-
sic on Main Street, and the
farmers market, music and
children’s games at Franklin
Park.

TOWNSEND: Northern Lake
Archers Club Shoot, 10
a.m., Northern Lake Archers,
16230 Village View Lane.
Registration 9 a.m. 28 tar-
gets on 30 acres. Members
shoot free, non-members
$10, youths younger than 18
with adult shoot free.
SHAWANO: Auto racing, 6
p.m., Shawano Speedway,
990 E. Green Bay St. Gates
open 4 p.m. Adults $15, se-
niors $12, younger than age
11 free. Check the Shawano
Speedway page on Facebook
for updates and weather-re-
lated conditions.

SHAWANO: “James and the
Giant Peach,” 7 p.m., Mielke
Arts Center, N5649 Airport
Road. Box in the Wood The-
ater Guild musical presen-
tation. Tickets $10-$25 at

Shawanoarts.ludus.com  or
at the door.

SUNDAY, JULY 12
SHAWANQO: Zurko’s Flea Mar-
ket, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m., Shawa-
no County Fairgrounds, 990
E. Green Bay St. Admission
$2.

OCONTO: Aim Walleye Se-
ries Bell Ford Open, 7 a.m.
to 4 p.m., Breakwater Park,
1301 Harbor Road. $350;
details at aimfishing.com.
Boat inspections 5:30-6:45
a.m.; fishing 7 a.m. to 3
p.m. or 7:15 a.m. to 3:15
p.m.

ABRAMS: Farmers Market,
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Town
Square, 5877 Main St.
SHAWANO: “James and the
Giant Peach,” 2 p.m., Mielke
Arts Center, N5649 Airport
Road. Box in the Wood The-
ater Guild musical presenta-
tion. Tickets $10-$25 at Sha-
wanoarts.ludus.com or at the
door.

SHAWANO: Music in the
Park at Arlington, 5:30-7:30
p.m., Arlington Park, 300 N.
Humphrey Circle. Music with
Lonesome Road. Bring your
lawn chairs.

TUESDAY, JULY 14
OCONTO FALLS: Oconto
County Farmers Market, 4-8
p.m., Memorial Field. Hawai-
ian Water Party. Music with
Patrick Rades.

LENA: Car Show On Main,
4:30-7 p.m., Main Street.
Each classic car parked on
Main Street will get one tick-
et for a free hamburger from
the Wooden Shoe. Vendors
welcome.

SHAWANO: Naberhood Block
Party, 6 p.m., The Naberhood,
214 S. Main St. Mischief and
Magic Music Show.
OCONTO: Tunes on Tuesday,
6-8 p.m., Beyer Home, 917
Park Ave. Music with Jesse
Aron (tribute to Roy Orbison).
KESHENA: Recovery
talking circle, 6-8 p.m.

Omaegnomenewak Weto-
hkatikamek Center, 2700
Mianaceqtawak Road. In-
formation: Mindy Thunder
at 715-799-3835 or mthun-
der@mitw.org.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 15
STILES: St. Patrick's Rum-
mage Sale, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
5760 County Road I.
BONDUEL: Farmers Market,
4-7 p.m., corner of Cecil and
Green Bay streets.
LAKEWOOD: Speaker Series,
5:30-7 p.m., Lakes Country
Community Library, 15235
State Highway 32. Kathleen
Marsh discusses “Historic
Townsend: How one tiny, te-
nacious Northwoods settle-
ment transformed itself into
a thriving community.”
SHAWANO: Shawano Ski
Sharks Waterski Show, 6
p.m., Wolf River Beach at
Smalley Park, 211 Riverside
Drive. Pre-show 5:30 p.m.
Free admission, donations
welcome.

KESHENA: Recovery talking
circle, 6-8 p.m. Omaegnome-
newak Wetohkatikamek Cen-
ter, 2700 Mianaceqtawak
Road. Information: Mindy
Thunder at 715-799-3835 or
mthunder@mitw.org.

THURSDAY, JULY 16
OCONTO: Thursday Play
Group, 10:30 a.m. to noon,
Farnsworth  Public Library,
715 Main St. Meant for chil-
dren to play and interact with
other children at the library. A
caregiver must stay with the
child.

NAVARINO: Navarino at
Noon, noon, Navarino Na-
ture Center, W5646 Lindsten
Road. Topic: Navarino History
of Logging. Opportunity for
seniors to learn more about
local history, wildlife, man-
agement and more around
the nature center. Suggested
donation $5. RSVP at 715-
7586999 or navarinonc@
gmail.com.

PULASKI: Pulaski Polka
Days, 4-11:30 p.m., festival
grounds, 419 E. Pulaski St.
Music, dancing, food. Ad-
mission $5. Crowning Miss
Pulaski Polka Days 6 p.m. in
Tent 2. Fireworks at dusk.
SHAWANO: Thursdayz at
Franklin, 6-8:30 p.m., Frank-
lin Park, 235 S. Washington
St. Wish You Were Floyd.
Bring your own chairs, food
and drink available, 50/50
raffles.

SHAWANO: “James and the
Giant Peach,” 7 p.m., Mielke
Arts Center, N5649 Airport
Road. Box in the Wood The-
ater Guild musical presenta-
tion. Tickets $10-$25 at Sha-
wanoarts.ludus.com or at the
door.

SHAWANO: The After Party,
810 p.m., The Naberhood,
214 S. Main St. Music with
Old Shoes.

FRIDAY, JULY 17
OCONTO: Storytime, 10:30
a.m., Farnsworth Public Li-
brary, 715 Main St. Story and
crafts for preschool children.
A caregiver must stay with
the child.

PULASKI: Pulaski Polka
Days, 2 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.,
festival grounds, 419 E. Pu-
laski St. Music, dancing,
food. Admission $20.
LAKEWOOD: Mardi Gras,
4-11 p.m., Lakewood Memo-
rial Park,17258 North Road.
Music, softball, pickleball
and cornhole tournaments,
kiddie carnival, rides and
games, food booths.
SURING: Recovery Talking
Circle, 6-8 p.m. South Branch
Community Center, W1281
County Road M.

OCONTO FALLS: Music by
the River, 6-9 p.m., East Side
Beach, 631 N. Main St. Host-
ed by the Oconto Falls Area
Chamber of Commerce, with
food and refreshments avail-
able for purchase. Music by
Stray Bales. Bring a lawn chair.
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PUBLIC RECORD

OCONTO COUNTY
SHERIFF'S

DEPARTMENT

July 5

Deputies responded to 81
incidents, including a wrong-
way driver on U.S. Highway
141 near County Road M in
the Town of Lena; a distur-
bance at the Wooden Shoe,
100 W. Main St., Lena; squad
damage on East Main Street
in Lena; a disturbance on Ma-
ple Ridge Circle in the Town
of Chase; a disturbance on
East Railroad Street in Lena;
fire on Barkman Street in Sur-
ing; suspicious activity near
Paya Lake Road in the Town of
Riverview; suspicious activity
on Early Lane in the Town of
Abrams; a noise disturbance
on Red Fox Lane in the Town
of Townsend; fraud on Allen
Road in the Town of Little
Suamico; six traffic stops,
one traffic hazard, five traffic
offenses, five citizen assists,
seven miscellaneous traffic
incidents, one welfare check;
two 911 hang-ups and six
open lines; four ambulance

calls; two crashes, both involv-
ing deer.
July 4

Deputies responded to
104 incidents, including an
unwanted party on Parkway
Road in the Town of Brazeau;
suspicious  activity  near
County Road C in the Town of
Chase; a noise disturbance on
County Road VV in the Town of
Underhill; a disturbance on
Hogsback Road in the Town of
Little River; a disturbance at
the Crooked Lake Fire Depart-
ment, 15445 County Road W,
Town of Riverview; trespass-
ing near Funk and Stiles roads
in the Town of Oconto; an ATV
accident on Nicolet Trail near
state Highway 32 in the Town
of Lakewood; fireworks on
Berry Lake Road in the Town
of Underhill, near Kroll Road
in the Town of Chase, on Main
Street in the Town of Abrams,
on North Big Pickerel Lake
Lane in the Town of Townsend,
near Downtown Lane in the
Town of Underhill, and at St.
Mary’s Church, 15480 Cha-
pel Lane, Town of Riverview;
a disturbance at the Blind

COURT

NEWS

Roemance Larquell
Toney, 33, Menasha, pleaded
no contest June 30 to a mis-
demeanor charge of posses-
sion of THC. A related felony
bail jumping charge was dis-
missed in a plea agreement.
Judge Jay Conley withheld
sentencing and placed him
on probation for one year with
conditions.

+ JoAnna F. Albertz, 48,
Green Bay, pleaded no contest
July 1 to a forfeiture charge of
disorderly conduct. A number
of charges, including felonies,
were dismissed in a plea
agreement. Conley levied
fines and court costs totalling
$617.50.

+ Travis M. Grun, 31, Criv-
itz, pleaded no contest July 1
to felony bail jumping and mis-
demeanor charges of battery
and disorderly conduct. Con-
ley imposed and stayed a pris-
on sentence, then placed him
on three years of probation.

+ Debra T. Denny, 64, Little
Suamico, pleaded no con-
test July 1 to misdemeanor
charges of battery and disor-
derly conduct. A related felony
charge was dismissed but
read into the record in a plea
agreement. Conley withheld
sentencing and placed her on
one year of probation.

Michael Lee Haskins,
56, Green Bay, was charged
June 29 with possession of
methamphetamine, posses-
sion of an electric weapon, fel-
ony bail jumping and a misde-
meanor count of possession
of drug paraphernalia. Conley
set a $500 cash bond and ad-
journed her initial appearance
until July 16.

Chad W. Fischer, 47,
Oconto Falls, was charged
June 29 with possession of
methamphetamine, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia to
manufacture methamphet-
amine in the presence of a
child younger than 14, pos-
session of THC (second or
subsequent offense) and a
misdemeanor count of pos-
session of drug parapherna-
lia. Conley set a $1,000 cash
bond and adjourned his initial
appearance until July 16.

Suzanah Erin Wilson,
43, Oconto Falls, was charged
June 29 with possession of
methamphetamine, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia
to produce or store metham-
phetamine and misdemeanor
charges of possession of THC
and possession of drug para-
phernalia. Conley set a $250
cash bond and adjourned her
initial appearance to July 16.

Walleye, 15463 County Road
W, Town of Riverview; assault
on School Street in the Town
of Townsend; suspicious activ-
ity near County Road H in the
Town of Gillett; a disturbance
on East Railroad Street in
Lena; four traffic stops, one
traffic hazard, seven traffic
offenses, one citizen assist,
four miscellaneous traffic in-
cidents, three welfare checks;
nine open-ine 911 calls; six
ambulance calls; two crashes,
one involving deer.
July 3

Deputies responded to 97
incidents, including harass-
ment on Cedar Valley Lane in
the Town of Breed; a distur-
bance on Meyers Road in the
Town of Brazeau; trespassing
on Joyce Lane in the Town of
Lakewood; suspicious activ-
ity on Jaworski Road in the
Town of Chase; an animal bite
on Clair Lane in the Town of
Breed; trespassing near Stiles
and Funk roads in the Town of
Oconto; a boat accident off
West Rost Lake Road in the
Town of Brazeau; fraud on Rus-
tling Pine Court in the Town of
Abrams; fireworks on Grosse
Road in the Town of Little Sua-
mico and on Jaworski Road in
the Town of Chase; a domes-
tic disturbance at a redacted
location; 10 traffic stops, one

traffic hazard, four citizen as-
sists, seven miscellaneous
traffic incidents, five welfare
checks; one 911 hang-up and
nine open lines; six ambu-
lance calls; four crashes, two
involving deer.
July 2

Deputies responded to 73
incidents, including threat
ening on Krakow Road in
the Town of Morgan; lewd
and lascivious behavior on
Ranch Lake Drive in the Town
of Brazeau; trespassing on
County Road H in the Town
of Underhill; fireworks on Tim-
ber Edge Lane in the Town of
Townsend, and at the Pour
Haus, 15297 State Highway
32, Lakewood; suspicious
activity on state Highway 22
in the Town of Stiles; a noise
disturbance on Groh Lane in
the Town of Riverview; 16 traf-
fic stops, four traffic hazards,
one traffic offense, one citizen
assist, nine miscellaneous
traffic incidents, two welfare
checks; one 911 hang-up and
five open lines; four ambu-
lance calls; two crashes.
July 1

Deputies responded to 77
incidents, including trespass-
ing on Harrys Road in the
Town of Underhill; a distur-
bance on Wiskow Road in the
Town of Underhill; suspicious

activity near Wiskow Road and
County Road V in the Town of
Underhill; fraud in the sher-
iff's department lobby, 220
Arbutus Ave., Oconto; fraud
on Lund Lane in the Town of
Mountain; fireworks on Coun-
ty Road A in the Town of Lena;
squad damage near County
Road W and Bachman Rap-
ids Road in the Town of River-
view; a disturbance on North
Chestnut Avenue in Oconto
Falls; eight traffic stops, four
traffic hazards, three traffic
offenses, two citizen assists,
three miscellaneous traffic
incidents, one welfare check;
two 911 hang-ups and seven
open lines; six ambulance
calls; three crashes, one in-
volving deer.
June 30

Deputies responded to
63 incidents, including two
wanted persons at the county
jail, 220 Arbutus Ave., Oconto;
a wanted person at Laundro-
mat, 15636 State Highway
32, Lakewood; a disturbance
on Unity Drive in the Town
of Townsend; fire on Thelen
Road in the Town of Riverview;
animal neglect near County
Road V and Maple Lane in the
Town of Maple Valley; fire east
of Holtz Road in the Town of
Morgan; intoxication on Fuller
Lane in the Town of Stiles; a

wrong-way driver on U.S. High-
way 141 near Chicken Shack
Road in the Town of Stiles;
three traffic stops, one traffic
hazard, three miscellaneous
traffic incidents, five welfare
checks; one 911 hang-up
and two open lines; five am-
bulance calls; three crashes,
one involving deer.
June 29

Deputies responded to 58
incidents, including suspicious
activity on East Crooked Lake
Lane in the Town of Riverview;
intoxication near state High-
way 32 and El Dorado Road in
the Town of Townsend; animal
neglect on Woodridge Lane in
the Town of Doty; suspicious
activity near County Road S
and Wood Road in the Town
of Pensaukee; an unwanted
party on East Main Street
in Suring; a disturbance on
Prairie Gardens Lane in the
Town of Chase; a distur-
bance on Broadway Avenue
in Oconto; an animal bite on
South Range Line Road in the
Town of Little River; three traf-
fic stops, one traffic hazard,
one traffic offense, two citizen
assists, four miscellaneous
traffic incidents, one welfare
check; three opendine 911
calls; three ambulance calls;
three crashes, two involving
deer.
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Wisconsin food prices
increase 7.5% from 2025

The total cost of 12 food
items used to host a sum-
mer cookout for 10 totaled
$75.50, an increase of 7.5%
from last year’s state aver-
age, according to the latest
informal Wisconsin Farm
Bureau Marketbasket
survey.

At $7.55 per person, this
price marks the highest
total for the summer Mar-
ketbasket survey since its
inception in 2013.

“Wisconsinites can ex-
pect to see a higher total
when shopping for their
Fourth of July barbecue,”
said Cassie Sonnentag,
WFBF senior director of
public relations. “From
availability to inflation, we
are seeing increases across
many of the food items on
the shopping list.”

The same survey con-
ducted on the national
level by American Farm

Bureau totaled $73.82, a
jump of 4% from last year’s
national average.

The increase of Wis-
consin’s picnic price is
largely driven by the cost of
ground beef, which came in
at $7.30 per pound, a 23.3%
increase over the 2025 av-
erage. This increase is due
to a combination of a tight
cattle supply and a contin-
ued demand for beef.

Ground beef remains
a summer staple, espe-
cially across the holidays.
Ground beef sales surpass
$337 million in sales for
Memorial Day, and $422
million during the week of
July 4.

Ground beef was not
the only staple item seeing
an increase. Fresh straw-
berries increased 25.5% to
$8.10 for a two-pint pack-
age, and vanilla ice cream
increased 25.3% to $4.67

for a half gallon. Additional
items, including chocolate
chip cookies, pork chops,
potato chips and beans
also saw marginal in-
creases contributing to this
year’s price.

The Marketbasket Sur-
vey is an informal measure
of prices at grocery stores
in Wisconsin. The prices
reported reflect variations
in communities and retail-
ers. The prices reported
are not validated by any
outside source.

Prices were collected
for this survey in the com-
munities of Shawano, Be-
loit, Burlington, Chippewa
Falls, DePere, Dodgeville,
Eau Claire, Frederic, Keno-
sha, Madison, Medford,
Menomonie, New Rich-
mond, Sauk City, Sheboy-
gan, Sun Prairie, Toma-
hawk, Waupaca and West
Bend.

Wimberger gets WCA legislator award

State Sen. Eric Wim-
berger (R-Gillett) has been
honored by the Wiscon-
sin Counties Association
with a WCA Outstand-
ing Legislator Award for
his work on behalf of

county government dur-
ing the 2025-26 Legislative
Session.

The WCA Outstanding
Legislator Award is hand-
ed out biennially to a select
group of legislators who

have represented county
interests in the legislature
and in their districts.

These legislators have
demonstrated leadership
for counties on key issues
and the state budget.
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GILLETT (920) 855-6040 Virginia Classic
STORE HOURS: Mon-Fri 7:00 am-7:00 pm sm0ked Ham Ice cream

Deli Hours: 8am - 6pm
Sat 8:00 am-5:30pm Sun 8:00am-1:00pm
HSHS PuarmacY Hours:
Mon-Fri 9:00aM-5:30PM
These Prices Good July 13th thru July 19th, 2026

While Supplies Last!
Accepting Mastercard, Visa, Discover and Quest Cards
We reserve the right to limit quantities.

XLG Green
or Red Seedless
Grap es

Blue Ribbon
Classic
Novelties

Asst Variety 12-20 pk

Crav’n
Tortilla Chips
& Salsa

300

Food Club
Orange
Julce

Asst Variety 3 46 oz.

Asst Varlety
11-15.5 oz.

Food Club
Breaded Chicken

Boneless | rocorn, ana strips
Country
Style Pork
Spare Ribs

& Tender Steaks
or Roasts

Almonds, Gashews,
or Mixed Nuts
Asst Variety 8.5-10.3 oz.

Blackberries,
Blueberries, or
Baspberrles

Food Glub
Cream Cheese

2/5300

Wide Awake
Coffee
Creamer

Asst Variety 3 32 0z.

Shaved or SIlced3

Original or Honey

e oo

USDA Choice Original or Italian

caullflower

349

Asst Variety 4 qt. pail

Food Club

Meatbhalls Fresh

Gerber

_/ Amish F
Chicken Leg

Quarters

Alfredo or
Spaghettl Sauce

Wisconsin
Russet
Potatoes

2%

Sweet P’s
Donut
Holes

Asst Variety 12-14 oz.

Daisy Squeeze Cheetos
Sour Cream & Fritos

2/3400 2/58

14.0z. | Asst Variety

Malt-0-Meal
Family Size
Gereal

Asst Variety 3 30 oz

Regular or Light

Chobani
Flips

4/SB00
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"SAVE $1,000 ”/3500 nrr\“

ON YOUR WINDOW PURCHASE FLOOR COATINGS

*with a minimum purchase of four windows
_ P . Or a New Pellet, Wood, or Gas Stove
Present this coupon to redeem offer. Offer valid through July 31, 2026 Present this coupon to redeem offer. Offer valid through July 31, 2026

Due to h1gh
demand our

Freedom from

High Energy Bills
Promotion has been
extended to July 31!

We offer 5 levels of windows! *

*Minimum purchase of four windows
required. See store for details.

*This model

qualifies for *PLUS, this year, a portion of proceeds
from all Freedom Stoves brand
product sales will be donated to

the Tunnel to Towers Foundation.
Red Freedom PS 21
Vintage Edition Stove ("

the charitable
donation.

4 N2

¥~ Schedule your free estimate today. <~*

920-779-6647

EarthSenseEnergySystems.com
DALE | GREEN BAY | JUNCTION CITY
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Pulaski Polka Days returns July 16-19
with 22 top bands and four polka styles

Pulaski Polka Days re-
turn July 16-19, bringing a
lively celebration of music,
culture and community to
northeast Wisconsin.

As one of the Midwest’s
largest polka festivals, it
draws thousands to en-
joy varied styles — Polish,
German, Slovenian and
Dutchman — at the festival
grounds, 419 E. Pulaski St.
Non-Polish styles will be
featured in the KC Build-
ing, while Polish music
plays under two tents.

Entertainment

Pulaski Polka Days will
feature 22 of the nation’s
top polka bands, includ-
ing groups traveling from
Connecticut, Ohio, Penn-
sylvania and Minnesota,
along with many Wiscon-
sin favorites.

Traveling to Wiscon-
sin to perform will be
John Stevens’ Doubleshot
(Pennsylvania), Polka
Country Musicians (Con-
necticut), Tony Blazonc-
zyk’s New Phaze (Illinois),
Dynabrass (Ohio), Polka
Family (Pennsylvania);
Twin City Soundz (Minne-
sota) and Craig Ebel’s DyV-
ersaCo (Minnesota).

Featured bands from
Wisconsin include Cop-
per Box, Mark Jirikovec
Orchestra, = GRD-Brueg-
gen Family Band, Polish

As one of the Midwest’s largest polka festivals, Pulaski Polka Days draws thousands to enjoy varied styles — Polish, Ger-
man, Slovenian and Dutchman — at the festival grounds, 419 E. Pulaski St. Non-Polish styles will be featured in the KC
Building, while Polish music plays under two tents.

Connection, Steve Bur-
claw’s New Polish Sound,
Cynor Classics and Music
Connection.

Pulaski-area talent in-
cludes The Maroszek

Bros, Nu Tymes, The
Natural Talent, Aaron So-
cha’s LIVEwire, The Mix,
Zander Music Raymakers,
Chad Przybylski’'s Polka
Rhythms and The New

Generation, with a pop-
up performance from the
newest band, Hometown
Sound.

Admission, hours and
key events

FILE | NEW MEDIA

Thursday, July 16: Ad-
mission is $5 for ages 12
and older. Music runs from
4-11:30 p.m. Don’t miss the
crowning of the Pulaski
Polka Queen. Fireworks

will be held at dusk.

All proceeds go to im-
proving the quality of
life in the surrounding
community.

Friday, July 17: Admis-
sion is $20. Music and
dancing run 2 p.m. to
12:30 a.m. Free dance les-
sons will be offered in the
afternoon.

Saturday, July 18: Ad-
mission is $20 for the en-
tire day. Music and danc-
ing run noon to 12:30
a.m., with free dance les-
sons again offered in the
afternoon.

The World Concertina
Congress will start the day
in the KC Building with a
two-hour jam session be-
ginning at noon; the WCC
invites everyone to join in;
just bring your key-of-C
concertina.

The Assumption BV.M.
Parish Craft & Vendor Fair
will be held from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. July 19-20. The
fair extends along Pulaski
Street from the church to
the festival grounds.

Sunday, July 19: Admis-
sion is free as a way for the
Pulaski Polka Days Com-
mittee and sponsoring
organizations to show ap-
preciation to the commu-
nity and surrounding area

POLKA, continued on page 3



FRIDAY, JULY 10, 2026 -

NEW MEDIA

* www.newmedia-wi.com < PAGE 3

POLKA, continued from page 2

for its support. Grounds
open at 8 a.m. with break-
fast served from 8-11 a.m.
A Global Methodist ser-
vice will be held at 8 a.m.
A Catholic polka Mass
with the Maroszek Bros
will be celebrated at 9:30
a.m.

Pulaski Polka Days
Parade

The parade will step off
at 11 a.m. sharp. The pa-
rade, which starts at the
Pulaski Middle School and

Pulaski Polka Days attendees will find plenty of parking, live
internet broadcasts, three wooden dance floors, souvenirs,
refreshments, children’s fun, and Polish and American food.

FILE | NEW MEDIA

Pulaski High School on St.
Augustine St., will travel
north on St. Augustine
Street, then west on Pu-
laski Street to the festival
grounds.

After the  parade,
live music and dancing
continue at the festival
grounds from 12:30-6 p.m.

Mark and Jennifer
Heck are the grand mar-
shals. The honor recog-
nizes their longstanding
dedication to the Pulaski

community and the many
ways they have served
others — through the
PACE program, teaching
and coaching local youths,
volunteering with the Li-
ons Club and stepping up
whenever help is needed.
All weekend
Attendees will find
plenty of parking, live in-
ternet broadcasts, three
wooden dance floors, sou-
venirs, refreshments, chil-
dren’s fun, and Polish and

American food. A limited
number of campsites are
available.

Questions: email Nora
Scray at polkacamp@ya-
hoo.com.

While you're in town,
visit the Pulaski Museum,
located downtown, with
special hours from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. July 18, showcas-
ing a historic displays of
Pulaski. Admission is free.

Pulaski Polka Days is
a nonprofit corporation,

built on community spirit
and volunteer power. The
organization is governed
by a board made up of
seven nonprofit organi-
zations and supported
by hundreds of volun-
teers. Every hour they
work directly supports
their cause as 100% of the
proceeds are returned to
those nonprofits based on
volunteer hours.

All proceeds from this
event is funneled directly

back into the community
as this event serves as the
largest revenue stream for
American Legion Post 337,
American Legion Auxil-
iary 337, Tri-County Opti-
mist Club, Knights of Co-
lumbus 4439, Pulaski FFA,
FFA Alumni and ssupport-
ers, BSA Scout Troop 1468
and Pulaski VFW Post
9719.

For more information,
visit www.pulaskipolka-
days.com.



PAGE 4 - NEW MEDIA -

www.newmedia-wi.com ¢

FRIDAY, JULY 10, 2026

What would Polka Days be without music?

You’ll be sure to get
your fill of music during
the four-day Pulaski Polka
Days festival, with a vari-
ety of music offered each
day July 17-20.

The festival gates open
at 4 p.m. July 17, with a
$5 entry fee for the music
tents and Knights of Co-
lumbus building.

There will also be free
fireworks at dusk pre-
sented by American Tra-
dition Fireworks LLC and
sponsored by Tri-County
Optimist Club and Pulaski
Polka Days Inc.

Here’s the music lineup
for all four days.

July 16

$5 admission

Tent 1

4-4:45 p.m.: The Mix

4:45-5:30 p.m.:
LIVEwire

5:30-6:15 p.m.: Chad
Przybylski & Polka
Rhythms

6:15-7 p.m.: The Mix

7-7:45 p.m.: LIVEwire

7:45-8:30 p.m.: Chad
Przybylski & Polka
Rhythms

8:30-9:15 p.m.: The Mix

9:15-10:30 p.m.:
LIVEwire

10:30-11:15 p-m.:
Chad Przybylski & Polka
Rhythms

Tent 2

4:15-5 p.am.: Zander’s
Music Makers

5-5:45 p.m.: Maroszek
Bros

5:45-6:30

pm.: The

Copper Box will perform from 6:30-9:30 p.m. July 16 in the KC Building. The quartet is based in Oshkosh and was started
in 2002 with co-founders, Danny Jerabek and Michelle LL (Jerabek). Recently Copper Box has won 2025 Album of the Year,
2025 & 2024 Folk Rock Band, and 2024 Artist of the Year from the Wisconsin Area Music Industry. The Copper Box name
implies “the squeeze box being a great conductor of energy.” With the help of some incredible talented musicians, Copper
Box plays familiar songs with a twist in a multigenre accord (polka-rock-blues), as well as their own originals for concerts

and events.

New Generation

6:30-7:15 p.m.: Zander’s
Music Makers

7:15-8 p.m.: Maroszek
Bros

8-8:45 p.m.: The New
Generation

8:45-9:30 p.m.:
der’s Music Makers

Zan-

9:30-10:15 p.m.: Maro-
szek Bros

10:15-11 p.m.: The New
Generation

KC Building

6:30-9:30 p.m.: Copper
Box

July 17

$20 admission

Gates open at 1 p.m.

Tent 1

2-3:30 p.m.: The Mix

3:304:15 p-m.:
DyVersaCo

4:15-5 p.m.: Tony Bla-
zonczyk’s New Phaze

5-5:45 p.m.: DyVersaCo

5:45-6:30 p.m.:. Tony

NEVERFILMS

Blazonczyk’s New Phaze
6:30-7:15 pm.:
DyVersaCo
7:15-8 p.m.: Tony Bla-
zonczyk’s New Phaze
8-8:45 p.m.: The New
Generation
8:45-9:30 p.m.:
Country Musicians

Polka

9:30-10:15 p.m.: The
New Generation
10:15-11 p.m.: Polka

Country Musicians

11-11:45 p.m.: The New
Generation

11:45 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.:
Polka Country Musicians

Tent 2

2:30-3:15 p.m.: Polish
Connection

3:154:15 p.m.: NuTymes

4:15-5 p.am.: Polish
Connection

5-6 p.m.: NuTymes

6-6:45 p.m.: Polish
Connection

6:45-7:45 p.m.:
NuTymes

7:45-8:30 p.m.:
Dynabrass

8:30-9:15 p.m.: John

Stevens’ Doubleshot
9:15-10 p.m.: Dynabrass
10-10:45 p.m.: John Ste-

vens’ Doubleshot
10:45-11:30

Dynabrass
11:30 p.m. to 12:15 a.m.:

John Stevens’ Doubleshot
KC Building
4-8 p.m.: GRD-Brueg-

gan Family Band
July 18
$20 admission
Gates open at 11 a.m.
Tent 1
12:30-1:30 p.m.: Cynor

Classics

pm.:

1:30-2:30 p.m.: Chad
Przybylski & The Polka
Rhythms

2:30-3:30 p.m.: Cynor
Classics

BANDS, continued on page 5
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Polka Family will play at various times in Tent 1 on July 18-19. The band started in 1979 for
an appearance for the Southern cCalifornia Polka Booster Club in Chino, California.

BANDS, continued from page 4

3:304:30 p.m.: Chad
Przybylski & The Polka
Rhythms

4:30-5:30 p.m.: Cynor
Classics

5:30-6:30 p.m.: Chad
Przybylski & The Polka
Rhythms

6:30-7:30 p.m.: Twin
City Sound

7:30-8:30 p.m.: Polka
Family

8:30-9:30 p.m.: Twin
City Sound

9:30-10:30 p.m.: Polka
Family

10:30-11:30 p.m.: Twin
City Sound

11:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.:
Polka Family

Tent 2

12:15-1:15 p.m.:
Dynabrass

1:15-2:15 p.m.: LIVEwire

2:15-3:15 p.m.:
Dynabrass

3:154:15 p.m.: LIVEwire

CONTRIBUTED

4:15-5:15
Dynabrass

5:15-6:15 p.m.: LIVEwire

6:15-7:15 p.m.: The Nat-
ural Talent

7:15-8:15 p.m.:
Country Musicians

8:15-9:15 p.m.: The Nat-
ural Talent

9:15-10:15 p.m.: Polka
Country Musicians

10:15-11:15 p.m.:
Natural Talent

11:15 p.m. to 12:15 a.m:
Polka Country Musicians

KC Building

Noon-2 pm.: World
Concertina Congress

3-7 p-m.: Music
Connection

July 19

Free admission

Gates open at 8 a.m.

Tent 1

9:30 am.: Maroszek
Bros, Polka Mass

12:30-1:30 p.m.:

p-m.:

Polka

The

The

Natural Talent

1:30-2:30 p.m.:
Family

2:30-3:30 p.m.: The Nat-
ural Talent

3:304:30 p.am.:
Family

4:30-5:15 p.m.: The Nat-
ural Talent

5:15-6
Family

Tent 2

Noon-1 p.m.: Maroszek
Bros

1-2 p.m.: Steve Bur-
claw’s New Polish Sound

2-3 pm.:. Maroszek
Bros

34 p.m.: Steve Bur-
claw’s New Polish Sound

4-5 pm.: Maroszek
Bros

5-6 p.m.: Steve Bur-
claw’s New Polish Sound

KC Building

14 p.m.: The Mark Jirik-
ovec Band

Polka

Polka

p-m.:  Polka

-VILLAGE

C OMP AN

Our family of companies are obsessed with
the belief that by working together, we can
and will achieve greatness:
in business, in athletics, and in life.

WWW.THEVILLAGE.BZ

pLime

A (AS (AR 0 crgy
\)0\& 1,000 NEw
o . URNTTURE

TAKE oUT ANY LOAN AT PCMCU
AND ENTER TO WIN THE SUMMER You CHOOSE

PLUS, CHECK oUT MORE
OF OUR CURRENT LOAN SPECIALS:

3 Months
Home Buy a home
Payment Free Improvement with 10%
on New Loan down &
Consumer 5.99% APR no PMI
Loans

APPLY ONLINE -

www.pcmcu.org | 920-499-2831
Green Bay | Howard | Marinette

No purchase necessary to enter. Contact a loan officer or visit
pcmcu.org for official rules. Specials may end at any time and
without notice. Applications subject to credit approval.
Membership eligibility required. Insured by NCUA. Equal Housing
Opportunity. NMLS# 442668.
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While many who attend Pu-
laski Polka Days can confi-
dently dance to the music,
that’s not the case for ev-
eryone. For those who don’t
know the traditional dance,
free lessons are offered in
the afternoon of July 17-18.

FILE | NEW MEDIA

Can’t dance the
polka? Stop by
for free lessons

The polka was desig-
nated as Wisconsin’s state
dance in 1993.

The legislation was in-
troduced at the request of
a second grade class from
Charles Lindbergh Ele-
mentary School in Madi-
son and supported by

several groups — includ-
ing the Wisconsin Polka
Boosters Inc. and the Wis-
consin Folk Museum.
What if you don’t know
how to dance the polka?
No need to worry. Learn
to dance the polka with
instructors Duane and

Robin Wilks from Omaha,
Nebraska.

Free lessons will be
offered at 3:30 p.m. July
17 in Tent 2 and again at
1:15 p.m. July 18, also in
Tent 2. Bands playing for
the lessons have yet to be
announced.

Win $1,000 in raffle

Pulaski Polka Days will
again hold a cash raffle
throughout the weekend
of the festival.

Tickets are available
from members of the six
organizations that are part
of Pulaski Polka Days Inc.

and will be sold at the pol-
ka grounds daily during
the event.

First prize is $1,000
cash.

Other prizes are $500
for second, $200 for third,
$100 for fourth and fifth,

$50 for sixth and seventh,
and $25 for eighth and
ninth.

The drawing will be
held at 5 p.m. July 19.

Winners need not be
present at the time of the
drawing.

Start festival’s final day with
breakfast, church service

The final day of Pulaski
Polka Days begins with
breakfast and worship
services.

A pancake and porkie
breakfast will be held from
8-11 a.m. July 19 on the

festival grounds.

Global Methodist
Church with the Rew.
Dominic Petit will hold a
worship service at 8 a.m.
in Tent 1.

A Catholic polka Mass

will begin at 9:30 a.m. in
Tent 2.
The Maroszek Bros will
perform at the Mass.
Lawn chairs are en-
couraged for the worship
services.

Check out assortment of arts, crafts, vendors

The Assumption BVM

This fair will be open

Direct questions to

Parish Fundraiser Craft from 9 a.m.to 3 p.m.each Carrie Sievert, event co-

and Vendor Fair, will be
held July 18-19.

day. Booths will be set up
on East Pulaski Street.

ordinator, at craftandven-
dor@abvm.org.
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Parade set to
kick off at 11 a.m.

One of the largest at-
tractions of Pulaski Polka
Days is the Pulaski Polka
Days parade, which will
begin at 11 a.m. sharp July
19.

Units will line up at Pu-
laski Community Middle
School and Pulaski High
School on St. Augustine
Street. Units should be in
place by 10:30 a.m.

The parade will trav-
el north on St. Augus-
tine Street and and turn
onto Pulaski Street, right
down to the Pulaski Polka
Grounds.

Candy and other small

items can be handed
out along the route from
people walking along the
floats. Candy should not
be thrown from moving
vehicles.

The parade is held on
the final day of the four-
day festival, which has
free admission through-
out the day.

For more information
or to register for the pa-
rade, visit https://pulaski-
polkadays.com/polka-
days-parade/ or contact
Mike Hughes at 920-655-
6983 or mhughesh59@
gmail.com.

Who will wear the
crowns this year in
festival pageant?

The Miss Pulaski Pol-
ka Days Pageant is more
than crowns and sashes.
It is an opportunity to
represent the commu-
nity of Pulaski with pride,
leadership, kindness and
purpose.

Contestants in the three
age divisions will be inter-
viewed at 6:30 p.m. July 15
in the Knights of Colum-
bus Pavilion, next to the
Pulaski Polka Grounds.

The crowning

ceremony will be held at
6 p.m. July 16 in Tent 2 at
the polka grounds.

Divisions are Little
Miss, ages 6-10; Junior
Miss, ages 11-13; and Miss,
ages 14-18.

The royalty serve as
ambassadors for the com-
munity throughout the
year by participating in
local events, engaging in
community service and
promoting positive values
among their peers.

The much-anticipat-
ed Pulaski Polka
Days parade will
step off at 11 a.m.
July 19 from the
grounds of Pulas-
ki Middle School
and Pulaski High
School, make its
way north on St. Au-
gustine Street, turn
onto Pulaski Street
and end at the Pol-
ka Grounds.
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