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Jacob Pliska, 13, of Rosholt, fishes for trout June 20 at the Eland Fisheree at the Eland Millpond.

GREG SEUBERT

Trout cooperate with anglers
at 36th annual Eland Fisheree

Chris Rzentkowski, of Wittenberg, one of the
organizers of the Eland Fisheree in Eland,
cleans a rainbow trout for an angler to take
home for a meal. GREG SEUBERT
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Historic church repurposed into
antique store.
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By GREG SEUBERT
Correspondent

Jacob Pliska didn’t mind getting up
early June 20.

It had something to do with fishing,
which was right up the Rosholt 13-year-
old’s alley.

Pliska was one of hundreds of people
- from young kids to senior citizens - to
show up in Eland for the 36th annual
Eland Fisheree. They tried their luck at
catching one of the Eland Millpond’s
stocked rainbow trout, many of them
more than a foot long.

Although Pliska had yet to land a trout
by 9 a.m., he was hopeful that one would
fall for his worm on a hook like the one
that he almost caught earlier.

“Catching trout, eating trout and win-
ning prizes,” he said when asked why he
and his family made the short trip from
home. “It’s one of the last years I'm go-
ing to be here.”

The fisheree is open to children 14
and younger and disabled anglers as
well.

None of the millpond’s trout were as
big as the 35-inch-long northern pike
Pliska caught while ice fishing.

“I'm pretty sure I like ice fishing bet-
ter,” he said. “I don’t mind being cold.”

Mike Roe is president of Eland Fish-
eree, the organization that makes the
fisheree a reality each year.

“It’s for the kids, and it’s a lot of fun
when you watch these kids run up with
their fish,” he said.

The fisheree began at 7 a.m. and ran
until 3 p.m., but people arrived at the
park long before the sun rose.

“There are people setting up at 3,
4 o’clock in the morning,” Roe said.
“They’ll be down here getting their cano-
pies and chairs set up.”

Besides catching trout, anglers could
have their fish cleaned by Eland Fish-
eree volunteers, win a prize or go home
with one of more than 50 donated new
bicycles.

“We have a good group of people, but
the donors and donations make it all
happen,” Roe said. “We wouldn’t be able
to put this on. We’re up to 53 bikes now.
We have basket raffles, a Packers game
raffle and 50/50 raffles. There’s a lot of
planning. We start in February or March
with meetings and get donor lists ready,
make calls and get the fish ordered.

“We have a good core group of people
that are out there all the time to set up,
clean up and get things planned. This

FISHEREE, continued on page 2

Kautza
denies
Steffen spot
on board

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-Chief

When Tess Serrano resigned from the
Shawano County Board last month, she
acknowledged that finding a replacement
in her district would be difficult.

Board Chairman Tom Kautza told
the executive committee June 17 he still
doesn’t have a resident to fill the seat.

“One individual did ask me if he could
take her place, and I told him no,” he said,
referring to Tim Steffen. “There’s been
nothing but issues and problems, and
that individual’s been involved in it.”

Over the last several months, Steffen
and others have been critical of Kaut-
za when it comes to ethics complaints
against former Supervisor Lowel Ham-
mett, a request for a forensic audit of the
county’s books to determine if $1 million
was indeed missing as asserted by Ham-
mett, the search for an alternative loca-
tion for a new courthouse and govern-
ment complex, and his overall leadership
of the county board.

Steffen is the chairman of the Shawa-
no County Republican Party, another rea-
son cited by Kautza to not appoint him to
the remainder of Serrano’s term.

“So then what happens next? Next
time around somebody goes off of the
board, then I have to find somebody from
the Democratic Party to put on there? It’s
endless,” Kautza said. “Counties are sup-
posed to be nonpartisan.”

As the meeting adjourned, Steffen
asked to be able to respond to Kautza’s
comments.

“I didn’t want to interrupt you in the
process of the agenda, and you did not
ask for comment,” Steffen said to Kautza,
as he was getting up to leave. “You didn’t
tell the executive board the entire story.
You never asked for public comment.”

Kautza told Steffen he could talk all
day, but he was leaving.

“That’s one of the reasons not to ap-
point you,” he said. “You don’t under-
stand the rules. We can’t go back and
make up what’s on the agenda.”

Steffen also alluded to a phone con-
versation between the two, which ended
when he said Kautza hung up on him.

Serrano represented District 27, which
includes all of the towns of Hutchins and
Almon, the village of Mattoon and Ward
2 in Bowler.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com
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OBITUARY

Tommy “Pearly” L. Gatz,
77 of Birnamwood, died on
Friday, June 19, 2026, at
Rennes Health and Rehab,
Weston, under the care of
Aspirus Comfort Care and
Hospice.

Tom was born Feb. 4,
1949, in Wausau, the son of
Stanley and Meta “Mickey”
(Jensema) Gatz.

WITTENBERG

TOMMY ‘PEARLY’ L. GATZ

In 1972, Tom was united
in marriage to Linda Han-
son in Mineral Point. They
later divorced.

Tom graduated from
Eau Claire Memorial High
School before earning a de-
gree in police science from
UW-Platteville. Dedicated
to serving and protecting
his communities, he began
his career as a Wisconsin
DNR warden before con-
tinuing in law enforcement
with the Shawano County
Sheriff’s Department. Tom
also proudly served for
30 years with the Birnam-
wood Fire & Ambulance
Department.

He enjoyed hunting,
fishing, being outdoors,
shooting and collecting
guns, and spending time at
his cabin. Tom loved trav-
eling to Alaska, where he
would pan for gold.

Tom is survived by
two children, Daniel (Ra-
chel) Gatz and Theresa
Gatz; three grandchildren,
Jaxon, Evelyn and Frank;
siblings, Jeanne Gatz, Jim
Gatz and David (Diane
Williams) Gatz; brother-in-
law, Gary Menard; sister-
in-law, Ann Pretzel; as well

as many cousins, nieces
and nephews.

Tom was preceded
in death by his parents;
brother, Dean Gatz; and
sister, Patricia Menard.

A time of sharing will be
held at 4 p.m. on Thursday,
June 25, 2026, at Schmidt
& Schulta Funeral Home,
Birnamwood. Burial will
be in Forest Cemetery,
Birnamwood.  Visitation
will be on Thursday, from 1
p-m. until the time of shar-
ing at the funeral home.

The family would like
to thank Aspirus Comfort
Care and Hospice for their
kind and compassionate
care given to Tom.

Memories and mes-
sages of support may be
shared at schmidtschulta.
com.
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Korey Anderson, of Wittenberg, left, and her cousin, Makenna Miller, of Kronenwetter, chill
out in their lawn chairs while fishing for trout.

FISHEREE, continued from page 1

year is probably the
smoothest as far as setup.
This is our sixth year of do-
ing it and the event itself
has been going on for 36
years.”

It was cloudy and a little
cool for this year’s fisheree,
but the event has been held
in the rain in the past.

Office

1464 E. Green Bay St., Shawano, WI 54166

Hours by appointment only
Telephone

715-526-2121

GREG SEUBERT

“Itll knock down the
numbers a little bit, but
we’ll still have a pretty
good crowd,” Roe said.
“We’ll have people sitting
under their tents in rain
jackets just to be able to
fish.”

Roe said seeing the
crowd at the event each
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An early salute
to summer fun
in Gresham

Thursday night beer league corn hole, is held across the street from Jungles on Main in Gresham. Teams compete every
Thursday throughout the summer. In recent years, corn hole leagues have replaced the old horseshoe league.

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

Contingency funds will be used for updating dispatch center

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-Chief

Shawano County of-
ficials agreed to use the
county’s contingency
fund to pay its share of a
grant that will update sev-
eral pieces of equipment
in the dispatch center.

Members of the execu-
tive committee voted June
17 to pull $70,582.90 from
its coffers, its share of a
$705,829 grant received
from the  Wisconsin

Department of Military Af-
fairs Office of Emergency

Communications.
Kasey Cross, com-
munications supervisor,

said the grant money will
help cover the costs of
upgrades to the dispatch
radio consoles and back-
up consolettes, upgrades
to the phone system and
an online subscription
to improve the efficien-
cies of mutual aid fire
dispatching.

Upgrades to the

dispatch consoles will
better incorporate the
tools that are available
with the radio upgrade
the sheriff’s department
did in January.

The dispatch center
phone system currently
operates on the Motorola
Callworks platform and
has about five years left
on a contract with the
company.

Motorola has decided
to discontinue develop-
ment of the Callworks

system, but it is contrac-
tually obligated to honor
the contract.

Cross said Motorola
will credit the county for
all money paid to pur-
chase the Callworks pro-
gram if the county up-
grades now.

Within five years, the
county would need to
update the system, but
the grant money must be
used this year, she said.
Costs are expected to be
significantly higher if the

county waits five years to
upgrade the system.

“I think it’s just more
common sense to invest
in this now than wait four
years down the road and
pay so much more money,
because we know prices
are going to go up, and
we’re not guaranteed the
grants,” Sheriff George
Lenzner said.

Finally, the grant would
cover a subscription to
the HIEBA software ap-
plication specifically

related to mutual aid for
fire dispatching.

The software would re-
place a series of three-ring
binders dispatchers must
manually page through
when calling out mutual
aid equipment and man-
power requests.

The county’s public
safety committee agreed
May 6 to accept the grant
and forward it to the ex-
ecutive committee.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com
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District 27
still vacant

Residents anxiously
await opening of
Twelve76 restaurant

New menu
ready,
salad bar
will remain

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-Chief

The Badalamenti fam-
ily is taking it day by day,
but area residents are ea-
gerly awaiting the open-
ing of the new Twelve76,
located in the former Dix-
on’s Torchlight building at
1276 E. Green Bay St.

“Originally when my
uncle and my dad bought
the building, the goal
was to be open Memorial
Day weekend,” Domenic
S. Badalamenti said in a
video on the restaurant’s
social media page. “That
did not happen. When
you buy a new restaurant,
stuff comes up here and
there. You never know
what’s going to happen.”

Brothers Domenico
and Salvatore Badalamen-
ti, owners of Luigi’s Pizza
and Pasta Restaurant
in Shawano, bought the
former Dixon’s Torchlite
building in March.

Domenic S. Badalamen-
ti is the son of Salvatore
and Josie Badalamenti.

The younger Badala-
menti said the Twelve76
menu is mostly finalized,
but there are still some
tweaks being made.

“The most exciting part
that I know everyone’s
waiting for — that they
all want to hear about —
is the salad bar,” he said.
“Yes, we’re keeping the
salad bar.”

The entire interior of
the restaurant is undergo-
ing a deep cleaning and
remodeling.

The dining room will
have new paint on the
walls, new carpeting and
hanging plants.

The large mirror be-
hind the bar has been re-
moved. Higher-end wines,
bourbons and whiskeys

are ordered.

Electricians, painters
and other professionals
continue their work inside
and on the patio.

Remaking the kitchen
also took a lot of time.

“This is probably one of
the hardest projects we've
had to do,” Badalamenti
said. “There’s a lot of
cleaning involved, there’s
a lot of rearranging. The
way the old restaurant
(was) set up didn’t match
our goals that we want to
do right now. We're still
cleaning more. We'’re still
figuring stuff out.”

Employees continue to
undergo training at Luigi’s
to learn customer ser-
vice in the Badalamenti
fashion.

The owners have al-
ready secured a liquor li-
cense from the city of Sha-
wano. Like the rest of the
community, they’re ex-
cited and anxious to open
the doors to the public.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

Four nature bathing walks along the Mountain-Bay State Trail are planned for summer and
early fall. Participants will meet at the Snowmobile Pavilion, 104 E. Railroad St. in Bowler,
and travel at a relaxed pace to the John Brunner Covered Bridge and back, a round-trip dis-

tance of about 1.5 miles.

CONTRIBUTED

Nature bathing events scheduled
on Mountain-Bay State Trail

As part of the 30th An-
niversary celebration of
the Mountain-Bay State
Trail, area residents and
visitors are invited to ex-
perience a series of guided
nature bathing along the
trail walks led by out-
door enthusiast Nikole
Koszarek.

The mindful walks are
designed to help partici-
pants slow down, engage
their senses and experi-
ence the natural beauty
of the trail in a new way.
Walks will take place June
27, Aug. 27, Sept. 17 and
Sept. 26, all beginning at
10 a.m.

Participants will meet at
the Snowmobile Pavilion,
104 E. Railroad St. in Bowl-
er, and travel at a relaxed
pace to the John Brunner
Covered Bridge and back,

a round-trip distance of
about 1.5 miles. Multiple
stops along the route will
encourage walkers to fo-
cus on the sights, sounds,
and sensations of the sur-
rounding landscape.

Koszarek said the inspi-
ration for the walks comes
from a quote by author
Tara Brach: “When I walk
half as fast, I notice twice
as much.”

“I don’t have any cre-
dentials, special training
or expertise,” Koszarek
said. “I just love being out-
doors and trying to find
something new each and
every time. These walks
are designed to really slow
down and immerse our
senses in what surrounds
us.”

Koszarek reads exten-
sively about mindfulness,

wellness and personal
growth, and incorporates
these philosophies into
her daily life.

The walks are intended
for participants of all ages
and abilities. Attendees are
encouraged to wear com-
fortable walking shoes
and bring insect repellent.

The nature bathing
walks are among sev-
eral special events being
held throughout 2026 to
celebrate 30 years of the
Mountain-Bay State Trail.
Additional  anniversary
events, including guided
bike rides, educational
programs and family-
friendly activities, can be
found on the Friends of the
Mountain-Bay State Trail-
Shawano County website
at friendsofthemountain-
baytrailshawano.org.
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Residents are invited to explore the healing plants growing
along the Mountain-Bay State Trail during a Native American
Plant Medicines Walk from 6-7 p.m. June 30. Walkers will
meet at the Red Bridge, 310 W. Rollman St. in Bowler, for a
guided half-mile round-trip walk. CONTRIBUTED

Native American Plant
Medicines Walk set for June 30

Community members are invited
to explore the healing plants grow-
ing along the Mountain-Bay State
Trail during a Native American
Plant Medicines Walk led by author
and herbal educator Misty Cook
from 6-7 p.m. June 30. A rain date is
scheduled for July 1.

Participants will meet at the Red
Bridge, 310 W. Rollman St. in Bowl-
er, for a guided half-mile round-trip
walk focused on traditional Native
American medicines used by the
Stockbridge- Munsee Band of Mo-
hicans Tribe.

Cook, author of “Medicine Gen-
erations: Natural Native American
Medicines Traditional to the Stock-
bridge-Munsee Band of Mohicans
Indian Tribe,” will share the history,
identification, gathering, drying,

preservation and traditional uses of
medicinal plants found throughout
the area. Attendees will learn how
local plants have been used for gen-
erations in teas, tinctures, salves,
and poultices to support healing
and health.

Drawing on more than 20 years
of experience working with tradi-
tional medicines, Cook has. docu-
mented 58 Native American herbal
medicines passed down through
oral tradition within her family’s
Wolf Clan lineage. Her book high-
lights the cultural significance of
these plants and provides guidance
for their identification and tradi-
tional preparation.

This special program is part
of the yearlong celebration mark-
ing the 30th anniversary of the

Mountain-Bay State Trail. The an-
niversary celebration includes a
variety of educational, recreational
and family-friendly events taking
place throughout the summer and
fall across the trail corridor.

The walk offers a unique oppor-
tunity to learn about the natural
resources growing along the Moun-
tain-Bay State Trail while gaining
insight into Indigenous knowledge
and traditions.

For information about this event
and other activities planned as part
of the Mountain-Bay State Trail’s
30th anniversary celebration, visit
the Friends of the Mountain-Bay
State Trail- Shawano County web-
site at friendsofthemountainbay-
trailshawano.org and check the
Events section for updates.

WAMSCO holding 5th annual scavenger hunt

The Waterways As- and Shawano Counties

Where’s WAMSCO event

This is a family-friendly

For participants that find

entered into the prize

sociation of Menominee is holding its fifth annual June 19 through July 19.

scavenger hunt adventure
highlighting local water-
ways within the borders
of Shawano County. There
will be four “treasure box-
es” placed strategically in
recreational areas along
waterways.

Each location showcas-
es a different area of natu-
ral resources in Shawano
County. Each box contains
fun facts, activities and to-
ken prizes to take home.

all four treasure boxes,
there will be a raffle draw-
ing for prizes donated by
local businesses.
WAMSCO will post
weekly clues for each of
the four locations on its
website and social me-
dia pages. Registration is
open for the event now
through July 19. You must
register prior to submit-
ting proof of discover-
ing all four boxes to be

drawing.

A registration link
can be found at https://
www.wamsco.org/events/
wheres-wamsco, on
WAMSCO social media
pages or by scanning
the QR code on posters.
The treasure boxes are
all clearly labeled with
a WAMSCO logo stand-
ing sign, and nothing will
need to be disturbed to
find them.
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Indiana teen charged
for sex with girlfriend

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

AnIndianateen claimed
he could not be arrested
for sexual assault with a
girl under age 16 because
of Romeo and Juliet laws
in his state, but he was ar-
rested anyway and could
wind up spending much of
his adult life in prison.

Clinton Joseph Lawler
Bradley, 17, who lives in
Groverton, Indiana, was
charged with one count
of second-degree sexual
assault and two counts
of child enticement after
a Shawano police officer
approached his vehicle
and learned that a sexual
act had taken place in a
vehicle in front of Klee-
man Family Park with a
14-year-old girl.

The incident took place
on the afternoon of June 4,
according to the criminal
complaint, and a neighbor
claimed a green vehicle
was parked in front of the
park on Alpine Drive with
two people having sex. The
vehicle allegedly pulled
away as the officer ap-
proached, but when emer-
gency lights were flashed,
the vehicle stopped. The
officer reported seeing a
torn condom wrapper in-
side the vehicle.

Bradley allegedly
claimed that this was the
first time he’d engaged in
Sex.

The neighbor reported
that a teen girl had walked
away from the scene prior
to the officer’s arrival and
believed that something
“not nice” had taken place,
according to the criminal
complaint.

Prior to the arrest,
Bradley allegedly told the
officer that he had been
dating the girl for six
months, but the encoun-
ter in Shawano was the
first time he’d met her
face to face. The two had
allegedly started commu-
nicating via Snapchat but
then switched to text mes-
saging, according to the
complaint.

The officer told Brad-
ley he believed the teen
had been having sex and

placed Bradley under ar-
rest. When that happened,
Bradley claimed he didn’t
know what he’d done was
illegal and that there were
Romeo and Juliet laws in
his state, so he couldn’t be
arrested.

Indiana law, specifically
statute 3542-4-9, allows
for a close-in-age exemp-
tion protecting teens in
consensual sexual rela-
tionships from statutory
rape laws when the age of
the parties is within four
years. This only applies to
teens who are 14 or 15, as
the age of consent in Indi-
anais 16. The law does not
apply to anyone under the
age of 14, and it is designed
to ensure young people
are not automatically la-
beled as sex offenders.

Wisconsin, on the other
hand, does not have a Ro-
meo and Juliet law, and
the age of consent is 18.
There is no close-in-age
exemption, but a marital
exemption exists if either
of the parties is 16 or 17
years old.

The vehicle was owned
by Bradley’s father, who
was contacted by police
and claimed Bradley was
driving to Wisconsin to
see his girlfriend.

The victim allegedly
told a detective that Brad-
ley had forced her to kiss
him and repeatedly asked

to do something, indi-
cating sex. She said she
agreed so Bradley would
stop asking about it, but
after the intercourse, she
quickly walked away from
the scene so it wouldn’t
happen again.

The victim allegedly
claimed Bradley said the
vehicle was his father’s,
but the father was taking
a walk so the two could
hang out. She told the de-
tective that seemed odd
because it doesn’t take an
hour to go for a walk.

The sexual assault
charge comes with a maxi-
mum sentence of 40 years
in prison and fines of up
to $100,000. The same
fines apply to the child en-
ticement charges, but the
maximum sentence is 25
years for each charge.

Bradley, who turns 18
on June 24, according to
court records, and was
assessed a cash bond of
$15,000 on June 10, which
has been paid. He is al-
lowed to return to Indiana
but must return in person
for future court hearings.

A preliminary hearing
is scheduled before Sha-
wano-Menominee Circuit
Court Judge Katherine
Sloma on July 31 at 1:15
p-m., and he has an attor-
ney listed.

Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com
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Summer training
for the future
Shark stars

Bea Sagen, 5, gets her first water skiing lesson at Smal-
ley Park Beach in Shawano. Ski Sharks team members use
special ropes and boards in acclimating Bea to balancing.
Although it was Bea’s first skiing experience, she managed
to ski solo behind the ski boat. Her first loop was a success,
and she stayed upright without falling. She ended the day
with two loops and no falls. GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

The Shawano Ski Sharks’ an-
nual Community Learn To Ski
days bring team members
together to help children
from the community learn
the basic skills of skiing and
the safety aspects of the
sport. Using boats equipped
with training booms, special
ropes and special skis, the
children learn how to skiin a
very controlled environment
with very little frustration.
The event was held June 19
on the Wolf River.
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From the choir loft of the repurposed historical church building, the view showcases many various booths with vintage and antique items
on display. The original stained-glass windows remain intact.

Historic church repurposed

Antique goods share
space with stained
glass windows

By KAY REMINGER
Correspondent

Bethany Baptist Church, a histor-
ic building located in rural Shawano
County, has been repurposed with a
new title and mission, thanks to owner
Karen Benishek.

The Vintage Church Mouse is a
vintage and antique store located at
W12902 State Highway 29 in Tilleda.
The historic church dates back to 1912
and is graced with original stained-glass
windows and charming woodwork
throughout the building. The ambience
was maintained during the remodeling
efforts.

Offered for sale is a variety of antique
and vintage items curated by vendors
who rent their space.

Previously owning coffee shops, the
Benisheks sold them and, deciding to
take a break from that pursuit, checked
out places to sell antique and vintage
items.

Benishek’s husband, Jim, is handy
with carpentry and remodeling. The
couple discovered Bethany was for sale.
Having an appreciation for old build-
ings, one thing led to another and they
purchased the building as is, with noth-
ing guaranteed.

“Deciding to purchase the property,
there were risks involved,” said Ben-
ishek. “We knew that, but we took the
chance, leaving it in God’s hands that
whatever worked out would be for our
good.”

Owner Karen Benishek poses before one
of her many unique booths at her business
called The Vintage Church Mouse, located
at 12902 State Highway 29 in Tilleda.

KAY REMINGER

The couple noted the building was
structurally sound.

“We purchased the building in No-
vember 2025 and opened June 1, 2026,”
said Benishek. “In the meantime, my
husband had retired from his job as
a maintenance director in nursing
homes, so he had more time to work on
the building. He constructed the booths
and sanded the stairs and choir loft
floors. The rest remain as we bought
it. He hired help to build a wheelchair
accessible ramp. I have the vision, he
has the skills. I help, but he can do it so
much better.”

With a heartfelt vision, Benishek had

KAY REMINGER

in mind finding a space where vendors
with unique skills can express their
creativity, presenting their style and
display their unique finds to the public.
Most of her vendors are from Shawano
and Waupaca counties.

Some of the contributing vendors
have more a boho (bohemian-style)
hippy, funky kind of vibe. Various
booths offer a unique mix of things such
as furniture refinishing, painting furni-
ture, and upcycling. Other booths offer
kitchen-cottage core, granny core, with
vintage clothing upstairs in the choir
loft.

“Also featured are various dark,
moody décor, dark furniture, more of
a library-type, man-academia booths.
I also have a mixed, early-Americana,
pioneer-woman type booth,” said
Benishek.

Everything offered for sale is re-
quired to be vintage, which in the shop’s
definition, is 20 years old at least.

There is a books booth called Flut-
terby Nook, which offer vintage and
used books utilizing a credit/exchange
interaction.

“You can bring books in and get cred-
it to buy other books, which encourages
fresh stock coming in,” said Benishek.

Even when Benishek was younger,
she resonated with the traditional way
of life, admiring the old ways.

“As a teenager I'd always loved an-
tiques and even wore vintage clothing.
My mom was into antiques. I love the
nostalgic feel of that era,” said Benishek.

Wanting the name vintage in the title
- not antique, because not everything is
antique - Benishek settled on The Vin-
tage Church Mouse.

“I wanted the word ‘church’ in my

CHURCH, continued on page 14

Five North
American
native shrubs
for the garden

Here are a few of the many North Amer-
ican shrubs you may want to include in
your landscape. As always, make sure each
is suitable for the growing conditions, har-
dy for your location and will fit the avail-
able space once mature.

Support a wide range of pollinators

d bird:
GARDENINGWITH with  buttonbush
MELINDA MYERS  (Cephalanthus oc-

cidentalis), which
is native to much
of North and Cen-
tral America. It
grows 5-8 feet tall,
prefers full to part
sun, moist to wet
soil and is toler-
ant of heat and
compaction. It is
late to leaf out but
your patience is re-
warded when the 1-inch diameter, fragrant
white flowers appear in summer, attracting
a variety of pollinators. The flower heads
mature to red and the round seed heads
provide food for songbirds.

Consider including one or more of the
North American native roses to your land-
scape. Look for those species native to
your area and ones that complement your
garden design. Grow them in a sunny loca-
tion with plenty of space and good air cir-
culation for the best flowering and fewest
disease problems. Enjoy the flowers and
many pollinators that visit and the colorful
fruit (rose hips) that songbirds enjoy.

When looking for a drought tolerant
shrub consider ninebark, Physocarpus
opulifolius. Watch for white or pinkish
flowers and visiting pollinators and song-
birds dining on the seeds. Place the plant
where you can appreciate the exfoliating
bark which reveals layers of reddish to light
brown inner bark and looks great against
a winter sky. Hardy in zones 2-8, it prefers
full sun in northern locations and benefits
from a bit of afternoon shade in the south.

Plant common elderberry (Sambucus
canadensis) if you need a vigorous plant
to control erosion, support pollinators and
songbirds and naturalize large spaces. Har-
dy in zones 4-8, it tolerates both wet and
dry soil and is often included in rain gar-
dens. The fragrant white flowers appear in
summer and are used to make elderflower

MELINDA MYERS
COLUMNIST

SHRUBS, continued on page 14

Buttonbush Cephalanthus has flowers that
turn into spherical fruit that persist through
winter. MELINDAMYERS.COM
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Marsh presentation looks
at Townsend history

Kathleen Marsh will
be the featured speaker
in Lakes Country Public
Library’s Speaker Series
on July 15 at 5:30 p.m. in
a presentation that in-
cludes rare photos and

fascinating facts that
might have been lost to
history.

The Town of Townsend,
originally known as John-
son Siding, was born in
the late 19th century. A
tiny, tenacious logging
settlement, it was a rough
and tumble remote out-
post with a bad reputation.
At its founding, no one
could have imagined that
one day Townsend would
be home to million-dollar
mansions and find itself in
the top two assessed value
municipalities in Oconto
County.

It could not have hap-
pened without Chicago
and Northwest Railway

using it as
a trans-
portation
hub. The
railroad
shipped
millions of
sawlogs to
the mills
in Oconto
and pro-
vided passenger service
for decades, selling the
last ticket in 1950. The
route later became a cor-
ridor to facilitate construc-
tion of state Highway 32.
Townsend’s unique
history was recounted
by Marsh in three vol-
umes of “The Truth
About Townsend” and
“Townsend Time, a 2016
Centennial Tribute.” All are
available at Lakes Country
Public Library, 15235 State
Highway 32, Lakewood. A
limited supply of free cop-
ies of Volume II and III.

KATHLEEN
MARSH

CHURCH, continued from page 13 ——

title, and thought I should
have a mascot so I thought
of ‘poor as a church mouse’
or ‘quiet as a church
mouse, well-known say-
ings,” said Benishek. “We
decided ‘The Vintage
Church Mouse’ would be
appropriate.”

At this time Benishek
runs the shop by herself.

“I have no helpers. A
vendor I'm in the process
of training is learning, but
as of now there is no one
but me,” said Benishek.

Celebrating the open-
ing of The Vintage Church
Mouse, Benishek plans on
holding a ribbon cutting
ceremony June 30 at noon,
with the Shawano Coun-
try Chamber of Commerce
promoting the event.
The public is welcome to
attend.

“I'm hiding a dozen mice
throughout the store for
the ribbon cutting event.
For every mouse you find,
your name will be placed
in a drawing for a free gift

basket,” said Benishek.

Karen and Jim Benishek
have been married for 41
years and have seven adult
children and four grand-
children, with one on the
way.

“I have customers that
stop in and tell me they
looked up to admire the
church and seeing that it’s
a store, decide to stop in,”
said Benishek. “I want my
place to be welcoming and
comfortable, where people
are encouraged to bring
friends, bring kids, or come
alone — to find something
that they enjoy and what
they’d like in their home,
or just to browse. I feel God
closed other doors for me
and then opened a win-
dow and especially these
stained-glass windows.
I trust God and know
His good hand is on me
always.”

For hours of operation
and other information, like
them on Facebook at The
Vintage Church Mouse.

SHRUBS, continued from page 13 ——

water. The purple-black
fruit is used to make jams,
jellies and wine and is eat-
en by birds.

The fruit of another na-
tive elderberry (Sambucus
nigra) is also black and
not considered as tasty as
those of the common el-
derberry. Always cook or
ferment the fruit of both as
eating uncooked fruit can
cause nausea, diarrhea
and vomiting. The flow-
ers are edible and can be
eaten raw or cooked.

Give elderberries plenty
of space as they quickly
grow and spread. Regu-
larly remove suckers and
seedlings if you need to
contain the size of these
vigorous plants.

Add year-round green-
ery along with shelter
and food for songbirds by
growing one of the North
American native junipers.
They tolerate full sun and
well drained to dry soil
once established. Song-
birds and small mammals

feast upon their fleshy
cones that have also been
used to flavor gin and sea-
son some foods.

Check with your local
garden centers and plant
nurseries as more of them
are selling native plant spe-
cies. You will also find cul-
tivars of native plants being
bred for unique features
or more compact growth
to better fit into urban
and suburban landscapes.
Find out more about na-
tive plants at the Lady Bird
Johnson Wildflowers Cen-
ter website, www.wildflow-
er.org, and from your local
extension service.

Melinda Myers has written
more than 20 gardening books,
including the “Midwest Gar-
dener’s Handbook, 2nd Edition”
and “Small Space Gardening.”
She hosts The Great Courses
“How to Grow Anything”
streaming courses and the
nationally syndicated Melinda’s
Garden Moment radio program.
Her website is www.melindamy-
ers.com.

THEME: THE 4TH

OF JULY
ACROSS

1. Dagger’s partner
6. Elephant party, acr.
9. Do like volcano
13. Fire (2 words)
14. Pro football org.
15. Jonas Salk’s conquest
16. Like a Harvard building?
17. ET carrier
18. Bedeck
19. *Tasty Fourth of July
outings
21. *Float processions
23. Black gunk
24, lvan the Terrible, e.g.
25. The Jackson 5’s 1970 hit
28. Caffeine source
30. TV classic “____ He-
roes”
35. Folio page
37. Abel’s big brother
39. Fortune teller’s card
40. Rank in British peerage
41. Archipelago parts
43. Head for (2 words)
44, Beseech
46. Impermanent employee
47. Prayer’s end
48. Gardener’s trimmer
50. Part of speech
52. Amistolas____is
to we
53. Calista Flockhart’s
husband
55. Likewise
57. *Salad tuber
60. *___ Famous Hot Dog
Eating Contest
64. Nonsense

65. Female gametes

67. “A Doll's House” play-

wright

68. Cuckoo

69. Opposite of guzzle

70. Cuckoo for what puffs?

71. Eyelid affliction

72. Driver’s aid

73. Giving a once-over
DOWN

1. Hair holder

2. First name in jeans

3. Auricular

4. provocateur

5. Island off Alaskan coast

6. Wildebeests

7. *For most, the 4th is a

day

8. Onomatopoeia for splash

9. *Drink at a barbecue

10. Weary walk

11. Ireland, once

12. *Patriots ____ over
Loyalists

15. Long John Silver’s pet
20. Crocus, pl.

22. Ooh partner

24, Last part (2 words)

25. 1st letter of Hebrew
alphabet

26. Famous Memphis street
27. Felt concern

29. *”__twilight's ____
gleaming”

31. Lady of “A Star is Born”
32. Smell

33. Post-it user

34. *”Born on the Fourth of
July” director

36. *Popular July 4th deco-
ration

38. Captain of Nautilus

42. Phlegms

45, Sully one’s reputation
49. Go bad

51. Public announcement
54. Fowl perch

56. Exclamation of delight
or dismay (2 words)

57. Bridge, in Paris

58. Colloquial approval
59. Ditty

60. Back of neck

61. Ascus, pl.

62. Ne

63. Glitch

64. Part of O.H.M.S.
66. Strive
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Spring migration ends; memories remain

As spring bird migra-
tion comes to an end, I feel
a hint of melancholy. The
season’s excitement, antici-
pation and daily discover-
ies give way to quieter days.
Still, this year’s
migration left
me with a set
of experiences

through the trees in aerial
chases resembling fighter
jets weaving and diving
through the canopy. Fe-
males darted and maneu-
vered to evade their suitors
while deter-
mined males
followed closely
behind. Watch-

and memories ing this sea-
that will linger sonal drama
long after the unfold was ev-
last  migrants ery bit as fasci-
have  passed nating as spot-
through to their ™————=—"—=— ting the birds
northern breed- LISA JANSEN themselves.

ing grounds. COLUMNIST As our

Many of my migration
adventures come through
field trips organized by the
Natural Resources Founda-
tion of Wisconsin. This year,
they offered 280 education-
al excursions across the
state, all aimed at support-
ing conservation, connect-
ing people with nature, and
promoting stewardship.

My migration season be-
gan at Wyalusing State Park
in Wisconsin’s southwest
corner. I had never visited
before and was hoping to
see a Kentucky warbler, one
of the state’s most sought-
after “forest phantom” war-
blers known to breed there.

Like most birding trips,
the day began early, when
birds are most active. The
forest was filled with song
as males sang vigorously
to establish territories and
attract mates. There was
more going on than just
singing.

Throughout the morn-
ing, males of various spe-

group explored the park,
we walked along Senti-
nel Ridge overlooking the
confluence of the Wiscon-
sin and Mississippi rivers.
There we learned about the
Native American mounds
that overlook the valley
and the area’s connection
to one of North America’s
greatest conservation trag-
edies: the extinction of the
passenger pigeon.

The ridge once lay along
a migration corridor trav-
eled by immense flocks of
passenger pigeons. Once
numbering in the billions,
the species vanished in the
early 20th century, the last
dying in captivity in 1914.
A monument overlooking
the river honors the species
and serves as a reminder
of what can happen when
wildlife is taken for granted.

Although the Kentucky
warbler never appeared,
the trip still delivered high-
lights. A striking cerulean
warbler descended from

views, and a black-billed
cuckoo posed with a worm
dangling from its beak.
Baltimore orioles seemed
to be flitting everywhere.
It was as if a clown hid-
den in the canopy was jug-
gling oranges between the
branches.

The next NRF trip took
me to Door County, where
favorable winds had con-
centrated migrating war-
blers. Our group recorded
19 species including a
Canada warbler hopping
between shrubs so fast I
couldn’t keep up, a Nash-
ville warbler foraging
among catkins, and a black-
throated green warbler
whose buzzy song helped
us track him down.

The only warbler with
a tubular tongue, a strik-
ing Cape May warbler was
sipping nectar from flower-
ing buds. Alexander Wilson
first observed the species
in Cape May, New Jersey,
giving it its name, though
it was not seen there again
for more than 100 years.

American redstarts ap-
peared to be singing every-
where, fitting for a species
whose males may hold
multiple territories. We also
were ecstatic to see a Black-
burnian warbler unusu-
ally low in the canopy, its
flame-orange throat flash-
ing in the spring light. Did
you know they are the only
warbler in North America
with an orange throat?

On the drive home, I
stopped at Ken Euer’s Na-
ture Area in Green Bay,

A Cape May warbler uses his unique tongue to enjoy a sweet treat among the blossoms.

engaged in the business of
spring — establishing ter-
ritories, attracting mates,
building nests, and a couple
of tree swallows in the pro-
cess of, well, filling those
nests.

Wilson’s phalaropes
swam in tight circles while
northern waterthrush pa-
trolled the shoreline. Near-
by, short-billed dowitchers
rapidly probed the shallows
for food, sometimes plung-
ing their entire heads un-
derwater. The entire land-
scape buzzed with activity.

My final NRF trip took
me to Wisconsin Point, the
narrow sandspit between
Superior and Duluth. There,
birders can scan Lake Supe-

mudflats for shorebirds
and explore nearby woods
for songbirds, all within a
relatively small area.

While seeing a great
crested flycatcher up close
and an American bittern
in the open were memora-
ble, the true highlight was
learning from our guide.
His unique and -creative
lessons on bird identifica-
tion while they are flying,
swimming, and at rest,
were both entertaining
and unforgettable, leav-
ing me a better birder and
deeply appreciative of the
experience.

As spring migration
winds down, I feel both
gratitude and a touch of

LISA JANSEN

offers a chance to witness
nature’s most remarkable
spectacles and, briefly, to
feel part of them.

The passenger pigeon re-
mains a sobering reminder
of how quickly abundance
can vanish when stew-
ardship is neglected. By
learning from the past and
supporting  conservation
efforts today, we can help
ensure future generations
continue to experience the
wonder of spring migration
for years to come.

Lisa Jansen is a Wisconsin mas-
ter naturalist, nature writer, and
award-winning photographer. She
specializes in raising awareness
of birds and butterflies of the
Midwest.

cies pursued females

the tree tops for close

where birds were fully

rior for waterbirds, search  wistfulness.

The season

Columnist got hooked, but he was a Keeper

Father’s Day was really special this
year because our daughter treated us to
a weekend in Madison. Isn’t it wonderful
when your kids do things like that? We
wouldn’t have missed this for the world,
though getting
there and back
was an adventure.

Navigating traf-
fic on highways
41 and 151 has
gone from bad to
worse. Jon actu-
ally follows speed
limits, but many
vehicles whizzed
by at ridiculous
speeds. They change lanes without sig-
naling, cut in and out, tailgate, take fool-
ish chances. Are they in a hurry to get to
their own funerals? By the grace of God,
we made it.

On Friday night, we sat by the Mar-
riott pool watching our granddaughter
wow us with her swimming skills. Satur-
day morning featured the Bubble Run, a
5k fun event where participants are en-
veloped in bubbles at checkpoints. I was
happy to be a spectator. Running with
my daughter, granddaughter alongside
2,000 other people on city streets, isn’t
on my to-do list. Nevertheless, it was a
blast and a spectacle to behold.

What was on Jon’s bucket list was
seeing Allison Krause in concert. Thanks
to Jina, we did that Saturday night. We
had a fantastic dinner at Delmonico’s,
then walked to the Orpheum Theatre for
a memorable concert in a magnificent
setting. With her band Union Station,

KATHLEEN MARSH
COLUMNIST

Kathie and Jon Marsh still like to hold hands
and cuddle, even after four decades togeth-
er. CONTRIBUTED

Allison absolutely rocked the place. I
was ecstatic when she did my favorite:
“Ghost in This House.”

The song is sad but a perfect descrip-
tion of me without Jon. He’s definitely
a keeper, not perfect but I couldn’t live
with perfection. My faults would be
magnified in the mirror of his faultless-
ness. Who wants that?

Our life has been so blessed. We've
ridden the river together for four de-
cades, and it’s been an adventure. Here’s
hoping every woman reading this thinks
her better half really is the better half.
Jon is, and the icing on the cake is that

he makes me a better person, which is
as fine a quality as any spouse can bring
to a marriage.

What defines a keeper? As I see it,
there are significant qualities found in
men who are. If you’re happy with a guy
who doesn’t fit the criteria, no worries.
It probably means one or both of you
are exceptional.

Keepers are kind, resilient, informed
and honest. They share your faith, your
values, your dreams, your tears and
fears. They let you be you but give you
the support you need. When you suc-
ceed, they're genuinely happy for you
and let others know they’re proud to be
your mate. When things don’t go your
way, they never say you overreached or
tell you how you should have done it.

Keepers are committed but not con-
trolling. They are loyal providers, devot-
ing time, talent and treasure to meet you
and your family’s needs. They have bud-
dies, hobbies and toys, of course, but
when it’s all on the line, what they have
at home comes first.

You know you can count on them
to be there when they say they will, do
what needs to be done, and keep their
promises, including and especially your
commitment to each other.

Keepers are chivalrous but not chau-
vinistic. They are man enough to be gen-
tlemen — open doors, walk on the out-
side, stand behind you in line, drop you
off at the door, surprise you now and
then, and treat you like a lady, even if
you’re not acting like one at the moment.

Keepers are a bit vain but never ar-
rogant. They love themselves enough to

take care of their personal appearance
and possessions. They dress for the oc-
casion, look and smell good when you're
going out. They are good sports, have a
sense of humor, and aren’t afraid to try
something new.

They have high expectations but
know how to praise when it’s earned
and gently offer constructive criticism
when appropriate. Extra credit if they
can cook, shop, fix stuff, tell funny sto-
ries, like to dance and listen without of-
fering advice.

Keepers are forgiving but not ma-
nipulative. When you make a mistake,
they forgive you. They don’t traffic in
petty revenge, constantly bring up the
past, or use your remorse against you.
And when they’re wrong, they admit it,
apologize and sincerely try to do better.

Keepers are romantic and loving, but
they don’t smother. They express appre-
ciation and affection, give you compli-
ments and go out of their way to please
you.

Lucky for you if you have a keeper.
Try to make every day Father’s Day.
Encourage and enable him to do what
makes him happy. For my guy, it’s going
fishing. Lucky for me, he’s good at it. I
should know. When he cast his line my
way, I took the bait, and he reeled me
in. Turns out, I was the one who caught
the keeper.

Kathleen Marsh is a lifelong educator, writer and
community advocate. She has published eight
books, four on the history of Townsend, where
she and husband Jon are happily retired on the

beautiful Townsend Flowage.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING

FRIDAY, JUNE 26

OCONTO FALLS: Burger and Brats, 10 a.m. to
2 p.m., Ilverson’s Piggly Wiggly, 409 E. High-
land Drive. Fundraiser for Oconto Falls Lioness
Club; group order information on the Lioness
website.

OCONTO: Storytime, 10:30 a.m., Farnsworth
Public Library, 715 Main St. Story and crafts
for preschool children. A caregiver must stay
with the child.

SURING: Recovery Talking Circle, 6-8 p.m.
South Branch Community Center, W1281
County Road M.

SATURDAY, JUNE 27

TOWNSEND: Kids Fishing Tournament, 7
a.m. to 1 p.m., Wendt’'s Sandbar and Resort,
16688 Nicolet Road. Hosted by Townsend
Flowage Protection District. Ages 3-15, $1 reg-
istration fee.

SHAWANO: FRESH Project Shawano Farmers
Market, 8 a.m. to noon, Franklin Park, 235
Washington St. Check Facebook page for can-
cellations and weekly updates.

SHAWANGO: Freemasons Car Show, 8 a.m. to
2 p.m., Shawano Masonic Center, 2324 E.
Richmond St. Registration 8-11 a.m., $10 fee.
Trophies awarded 2 p.m.

STILES: St. Patrick’'s Rummage Sale, 9 a.m. to
3 p.m., 5760 County Road I.

BOWLER: Nature Bathing Along the Trail Walk,
10 a.m., Snowmobile Pavilion, 104 E. Railroad

St. Outdoor enthusiast Nikole Koszarek leads
a 1.5 mile walk designed to help participants
slow down, engage their senses, and experi-
ence the natural beauty of the the Mountain-
Bay State Trail.

TILLEDA: Tilleda Fun Dayz, 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.,
Pack It In Pub, N6185 County Road D. Parade
1 p.m. Food and beverages, vendors, bounce
house and children’s games, Music by Thunder
Country 2-5 p.m. and Money to Burn 6-10 p.m.
BOWLER: Mountain Bay Trail Section Rides,
5:30 p.m., Pavilon on County Road A east of VP
Racing Fuels. 20-mile bike ride to County Road
A in Gresham hosted by Shawano Pathways.
SHAWANO: Auto racing, 6 p.m., Shawano
Speedway, 990 E. Green Bay St. Gates open
4 p.m. Adults $15, seniors $12, younger than
age 11 free. Check the Shawano Speedway
page on Facebook for updates and weather-
related conditions.

KESHENA: International Boxing, 7 p.m.,
Menominee Casino Resort Four Clans Ball-
room, N277 State Highway 47-55. Featuring
Jason Komanekin Jr., lightweight state cham-
pion. General admission $45, must be 21 or
older.

SUNDAY, JUNE 28

SHAWANO: Zurko’s Flea Market, 7 a.m. to 3
p.m., Shawano County Fairgrounds, 990 E.
Green Bay St. Admission $2.

BONDUEL: 42nd annual Shawano County

w W A W W

WEEKEND TREE WORK

- PART TIME TREE SERVICE WITH PART TIME PRICES -

Ben Schroeder

Brunch on the Farm, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.,
Kurowski Dairy, W3052 Swamp Road. Dairy
Dash and 5K stroll, farm tours, hearty country
breakfast, petting zoo and more. $10; ages
4-11 $5; 3 and younger free.

STILES: Parish Picnic, 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
St. Patrick Parish, 5760 County Road I.
Booyah, burgers, drinks, desserts, silent auc-
tion, raffles, adult and children games, music
by Positive Energy. Mass 9:30 a.m. at the
church, 5246 St. Patricks Road.

ABRAMS: Farmers Market, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
Town Square, 5877 Main St.

SHAWANO: Music in the Park at Arlington,
5:30-7:30 p.m., Arlington Park, 300 N. Hum-
phrey Circle. Music with Paul Rich. Bring your
lawn chairs.

SHAWANO: Shawano Ski Sharks Waterski
Show, 6 p.m., Wolf River Beach at Smalley
Park, 211 Riverside Drive. Special Sunday
Show Pre-show 5:30 p.m. Free admission, do-
nations welcome.

MONDAY, JUNE 29

SHAWANO: American Red Cross blood drive,
10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Hope Community Church,
302 Tristan Drive. Appointments at RedCross-
Blood.org or 800-733-2767.

TOWNSEND: American Red Cross blood drive,
11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Townsend Town Hall, 16564
Elm St. Appointments at RedCrossBlood.org
or 800-733-2767.

TOWN OF RICHMOND: Mountain Bay Trail Sec-
tion Rides, 5:30 p.m., Maple Road Trailhead,
W5872 Maple Ave. 12-mile bike ride from Ma-
ple Road to County Road A hosted by Shawano
Pathways.

TUESDAY, JUNE 30

OCONTO FALLS: Oconto County Farmers Mar-
ket, 4-8 p.m., Memorial Field. Red, White and
Blue Night. Music by Jimi Anderson.
BOWLER: Native American Plant Medicines
Walk, 6-7 p.m., Red Bridge, 310 W. Roliman St.
Author and herbal educator Misty Cook leads a
half-mile round trip walk on the Mountain-Bay
State Trail focused on traditional medicines of
the Stockbridge-Munsee.

SHAWANO: Naberhood Block Party, 6 p.m.,
The Naberhood, 214 S. Main St. Family Yoga.
BELLE PLAINE: Shawano Paddlers Evening
Paddle, 6 p.m., Cloverleaf Lakes, N2754 Coun-
ty Road Y. Check Shawano Paddlers Facebook
page for updates.

KESHENA: Recovery talking circle, 6-8 p.m.
Omaegnomenewak Wetohkatikamek Center,
2700 Mianaceqtawak Road. Information: Min-
dy Thunder at 715-799-3835 or mthunder@

mitw.org.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 1

STILES: St. Patrick’'s Rummage Sale, 8 a.m. to
6 p.m., 5760 County Road I.

BONDUEL: Farmers Market, 4-7 p.m., corner
of Cecil and Green Bay streets.

SHAWANO: Show and Tell in the Parks, 4-5
p.m., Water Tower Park, 605 S. Smalley St.
People invited to show cool items such as an-
tiques, collectibles, etc.

SHAWANO: Shawano Ski Sharks Waterski
Show, 6 p.m., Wolf River Beach at Smalley
Park, 211 Riverside Drive. Pre-show 5:30 p.m.
Free admission, donations welcome.
KESHENA: Recovery talking circle, 6-8 p.m.
Omaegnomenewak Wetohkatikamek Center,
2700 Mianaceqtawak Road. Information: Min-
dy Thunder at 715-799-3835 or mthunder@
mitw.org.

THURSDAY, JULY 2

OCONTO: Thursday Play Group, 10:30 a.m.
to noon, Farnsworth Public Library, 715 Main
St. Meant for children to play and interact with
other children at the library. A caregiver must
stay with the child.

NAVARINO: Senior Safari Lunch and Learn, 11
a.m. to 1 p.m., Navarino Nature Center, W5646
Lindsten Road. Kaylee Lietz presentation on
Wisconsin Canine and Cats. $5 program fee;
RSVP at 715-758-6999 or navarino.org.
SHAWANO: Thursdayz at Franklin, 6-8:30
p.m., Franklin Park, 235 S. Washington St.
Kids from Wisconsin. Bring your own chairs,
food and drink available, 50/50 raffles.
SHAWANO: The After Party, 810 p.m., The
Naberhood, 214 S. Main St. Music with Olivia
Maro.

FRIDAY, JULY 3

GILLETT: Fourth of July Celebration, 4-11 p.m.,
Zippel Park, McKenzie Street. Lawn Chair Con-
cert 4 p.m., Live music by Petty Cash 7-11
p.m., food and beverage stands.

OCONTO: Storytime, 10:30 a.m., Farnsworth
Public Library, 715 Main St. Story and crafts
for preschool children. A caregiver must stay
with the child.

SURING: Recovery Talking Circle, 6-8 p.m.
South Branch Community Center, W1281
County Road M.

SHAWANO: Fireworks, dusk, launched from
Shawano Airport, 248 Airport Road.
SATURDAY, JULY 4

SHAWANO: Zurko’s Flea Market — Special Holi-
day Market, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m., Shawano County
Fairgrounds, 990 E. Green Bay St. Admission
$2.
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COURT NEWS

SHAWANT-
MENOMINEE

CIRCUIT COURT

+ Chelcia Rose Cloud, 36,
Redby, Minnesota, pleaded
no contest June 16 to pos-
session of narcotic drugs
and a misdemeanor charge
of possession of an illegally
obtained prescription. Judge
William Kussel Jr. levied
fines and sentenced her to
110 days in county jail, time
deemed served.

Brandon J. Chagnon,
25, Rhinelander, pleaded no
contest June 16 to intimidat-
ing a domestic abuse vic-
tim and felony bail jumping.
Judge Katherine Sloma with-
held sentencing and placed
him on five years of proba-
tion with conditions.

Maria J. Pecore, 37,
pleaded no contest June 11
to possession of metham-
phetamine, possession of
THC (second or subsequent
offense) and a misdemean-
or charge of possession of
drug paraphernalia. Kussel
imposed and stayed a prison
sentence, then placed her
on two years of probation
with conditions consecutive
to any other sentence she is
currently serving.

Joshua L. Slewinski,
36, Shawano, pleaded no
contest Feb. 20 to expos-
ing himself to a child and
child enticement. Kussel
sentenced him June 15 to
seven and a half years in
prison followed by five years
of extended supervision with
conditions.

+ Shane J. Schreiber, 46,
a Shawano man serving a
sentence at Redgranite Cor-
rectional Institution, pleaded
no contest June 19 to two
counts of manufacturing
with intent to deliver am-
phetamine, possession of
drug paraphernalia to manu-
facture or store metham-
phetamine, possession with
intent to deliver heroin, pos-
session of cocaine (second
or subsequent offense) and
maintaining a drug traffick-
ing place. Sloma sentenced
him to 10 years in prison

followed by seven years of
extended supervision.

- Dakota L. Tomow, 37,
Wausau, pleaded no contest
June 18 to battery or threat
to a judge, prosecutor or
law enforcement officer, six
counts of misdemeanor bail
jumping and a misdemeanor
charge of disorderly conduct.
Kussel withheld sentencing
and placed her on four years
of probation with conditions.

- Destiny M. Spruce, 45,
Bowler, pleaded no contest
June 17 to first-degree reck-
lessly endangering safety,
fleeing an officer in her ve-
hicle, possession of an elec-
tric weapon, battery or threat
to a judge prosecutor or law
enforcement  officer, two
counts of misdemeanor bail
jumping and misdemeanor
charges of operating a mo-
tor vehicle while intoxicated
(third offense), criminal dam-
age to property, and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia.
Kussel imposed and stayed
a prison sentence, then
placed her on three years of
probation with conditions.

- Samantha M. Johnson,
38, a Green Bay woman
serving a sentence at Tay-
cheedah Correctional Institu-
tion in Fond du Lac, pleaded
guilty June 18 to two counts
of fraud against a financial
institution and no contest
to a third count. Sloma im-
posed and stayed a prison
sentence, then placed her
on three additional years of
probation with conditions
consecutive to her current
sentence.

Jayden J. Escalante,
18, Shawano, was charged
June 15 with escape from
criminal arrest, two counts
of misdemeanor bail jumping
and a misdemeanor count of
resisting or obstructing an
officer. Sloma set a $1,000
cash bond and scheduled a
status conference for Aug.
5.

+ Taurus Andrew Holmes,
55, Shawano, was charged
June 15 with possession of
a firearm by a person con-
victed of a felony, first-de-
gree recklessly endangering

safety and a misdemeanor
count of disorderly conduct.
Sloma set a $2,500 cash
bond and scheduled a pre-
liminary hearing for June 17.

Allen J. Jackson, 52,
Suring, was charged June
15 with attempting to flee
an officer in his vehicle, two
counts of first-degree reck-
lessly endangering safety,
five counts of misdemeanor
bail jumping and misde-
meanor counts of hit and
run and operating a motor
vehicle while intoxicated
(third offense). Sloma set
a $2,500 cash bond and
scheduled a preliminary
hearing for June 25.

- Erika Lynn Wayka, 17,
Keshena, was charged June
15 with criminal damage to
property and a misdemeanor
count of disorderly conduct.
Sloma set a $2,500 signa-
ture bond and scheduled a
status conference for Aug.
10.

- Denae L. Sanapaw, 17,
Shawano, was charged June
15 with criminal damage to
property and a misdemeanor
count of disorderly conduct.
Sloma set a $2,500 signa-
ture bond and scheduled a
status conference for Aug.
11.

Qlaylah R. Escalante,
19, Shawano, was charged
June 16 with chronic neglect
of a child and misdemeanor
counts of possession of
THC and possession of drug
paraphernalia. Sloma set
a $5,000 signature bond
and scheduled a preliminary
hearing for July 1.

- Camellia R. Muhs, 35,
Mattoon, was charged June
16 with manufacturing with
intent to deliver amphet-
amine, manufacturing with
intent to deliver cocaine
and two counts of felony
bail jumping. Sloma set a
$100,000 cash bond and
scheduled a preliminary
hearing for June 25.

- Shawn L. Matson, 50,
Bowler, was charged June 16
with manufacturing with in-
tent to deliver amphetamine
and felony bail jumping.
Sloma set a $25,000 cash

bond and scheduled a pre-
liminary hearing for June 26.

- Corey L. Welch, 40, Mat-
toon, was charged June 16
with manufacturing with in-
tent to deliver amphetamine,
manufacturing with intent
to deliver cocaine and six
counts of felony bail jump-
ing. Sloma set a $100,000
cash bond and scheduled a
status conference for Aug.
13.

- Bradley L. Cox, 43, An-
tigo, was charged June 16
with manufacturing with in-
tent to deliver cocaine and
manufacturing with intent to
deliver amphetamine. Sloma
set a $2,500 cash bond
and scheduled a preliminary
hearing for June 25.

- Corey P Zarda, 40, Mat-
toon, was charged June 16
with  manufacturing  with
intent to deliver cocaine.
Sloma set a $5,000 cash
bond and scheduled a final
pre-trial hearing for Aug. 11.

- Shaun C. Whited, 48,
Wausau, was charged June
16 with manufacturing with
intent to deliver amphet-
amine and misdemeanor
bail jumping. Sloma set a
$50,000 cash bond and
scheduled a preliminary
hearing for June 26.

- Curtis L. Vele, 31, Bowl-
er, was charged June 16 with
manufacturing with intent to
deliver amphetamine. Sloma
set a $25,000 cash bond
and scheduled a preliminary
hearing for June 25.

Tony R. Rootes, 36,
Green Bay, was charged
June 16 with manufacturing
with intent to deliver amphet-
amine. Sloma set a $5,000
cash bond and scheduled a
preliminary hearing for June
26.

-+ Joshua E. Howard, 39,
Antigo, was charged June 16
with manufacturing with in-
tent to deliver amphetamine
and misdemeanor bail jump-
ing. Sloma set a $25,000
cash bond and scheduled a
preliminary hearing for June
25.

- Tina M. Baalman, 41,
Bowler, was charged June
16 with manufacturing with

intent to deliver amphet-
amine. Sloma seta $25,000
cash bond and scheduled a
preliminary hearing for June
25.

+ Hassan N. Malley, 37,
Shawano, was charged June
17 with theft of movable
property valued at between
$2,500 and $5,000. Sloma
set a $1,000 signature bond
and scheduled a preliminary
hearing for June 30.

- Adam Fredrick Juckett,
43, Shawano, was charged
June 19 with 13 counts of
felony bail jumping. Sloma
set a $25,000 signature
bond and scheduled a pre-
liminary hearing for July 7.

OCONTO COUNTY

CIRCUIT COURT

- Michael A. Holtger, 34,
Winnebago, was ruled not
competent to stand trial and
unlikely to regain competen-
cy, so Judge Jennifer Moeller
dismissed two charges of
battery or threat to a judge,
prosecutor or law enforce-
ment officer along with mis-
demeanor counts of criminal
damage to property and dis-
orderly conduct.

+ Justin R. Sherpard, 47,
a Laona man serving a sen-
tence at Jackson Correction-
al Institution in Black River
Falls, pleaded guilty June 16
to felony bail jumping. Judge
Jay Conley levied fines and
sentenced him to six days
in county jail, time deemed
served.

+ Shaun Jeffrey Warwick,
38, Crivitz, pleaded no con-
test June 16 to a misde-
meanor charge of posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia.
A related felony bail jumping
charge was dismissed in a
plea agreement. Conley with-
held sentencing and placed
him on one year of probation
with conditions.

Christopher  Bolian
Dixon, 37, Oconto, was
charged June 15 with stran-
gulation and suffocation,
false imprisonment and
misdemeanor counts of bat-
tery and disorderly conduct.
Judge Hannah Schuchart
set a $5,000 cash bond and

adjourned his initial appear-
ance until July 16.

Robert L. McDermid
Jr., 49, Oconto Falls, was
charged June 15 with pos-
session of methamphet-
amine. Schuchart set a
$1,000 cash bond and ad-
journed his initial appear-
ance until July 16.

+ Grayson Wayne Earley,
24, Lena, was charged June
15 with second-degree reck-
lessly endangering safety.
Schuchart set a $500 cash
bond and adjourned his ini-
tial appearance until July 16.

- Gerald J. DePouw, 69,
Oconto, was charged June
16 with stalking. Schuchart
set an $8,000 cash bond
and adjourned his initial ap-
pearance until July 16.

- Jacob Paul David Fend-
ley, 30, Abrams, was charged
June 16 with possession of
narcotic drugs, possession
of THC (second or subse-
quent offense) and a mis-
demeanor count of posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia.
Schuchart set a $1,000
cash bond and adjourned
his initial appearance until
July 16.

+ Anthony S, Lonzo, 47,
Oconto, was charged June
17 with felony bail jumping
and a misdemeanor count
of resisting or obstructing
an officer. Schuchart set
a $500 cash bond and ad-
journed his initial appear-
ance until June 18.

Jonathon L. Wrycha,
44, Sobieski, was charged
June 17 with maintaining a
drug trafficking place, pos-
session with intent to deliver
non-narcotic drugs, posses-
sion with intent to deliver
amphetamine or metham-
phetamine, felony cocaine
possession, possession of
amphetamine/LSD/psilocin
(second or subsequent of-
fense), possession of THC
(second or subsequent of-
fense) and a misdemeanor
count of possession of drug
paraphernalia. Schuchart
set a $4,000 cash bond and
adjourned his initial appear-
ance until July 16.

PUBLIC RECORD

SHAWANO COUNTY
SHERIFF’'S

DEPARTMENT

June 21

Deputies responded to
33 incidents, including a
disturbance at The Wedding
Barn, 451 State Highway 32,
Pulaski; operating a motor
vehicle while intoxicated on
Bennett Street in Gresham;
fireworks near  Highview
Road and West Green Bay
Road in the Town of Maple
Grove; six 911 calls; two
reckless driving incidents;
one traffic hazard; three wel-
fare checks; three crashes.
June 20

Deputies responded to
33 incidents, including sus-
picious activity at the Drift-
wood Inn, 714 Fourth St.,
Mattoon; attempted theft
and bail jumping at Texas
Jay’s, N11004 U.S. Highway
45, Town of Aniwa; fireworks
near EIm and River streets in
the Town of Grant; criminal
damage on state Highway

29 in the Town of Morris; bail
jumping on Swanke Street in
Tigerton; a disturbance on
Lake Drive in the Town of
Wescott; nine 911 calls; one
reckless driving incident;
one welfare check; three
crashes, one involving deer.
June 19

Deputies responded to
39 incidents, including dis-
orderly conduct on Lindsten
Road in the Town of Nava-
rino; suspicious activity on
Hayman Falls Lane in the
Town of Pella; suspicious
activity near Lake Drive and
Oak Park Road in the Town
of Wescott; harassment on
South Jefferson Street in
Bonduel; trespassing on
Riverside Drive in the Town
of Wescott; bail jumping at
Sassy’'s Bad Habit, 1219
Main St., Gresham; suspi-
cious activity on Frailing
Road in the Town of Wescott;
five 911 calls; two reckless
driving incidents; one traffic
hazard; five welfare checks;
three crashes.

June 18

Deputies responded to
32 incidents, including sus-
picious activity on state
Highway 29 in the Town of
Hartland; trespassing at The
Novitiate, W9711 Butter-
nut Road, Town of Herman;
five 911 calls; five reckless
driving incidents; one traffic
hazard; one welfare check;
three crashes.
June 17

Deputies responded to
44 incidents, including six
911 calls; two reckless driv-
ing incidents; one traffic haz-
ard; one crash.
June 16

Deputies responded to
37 incidents, including crimi-
nal damage on Shady Lane
in the Town of Washington;
identity theft on County Road
HH in the Town of Wescott;
fraud on County Road K in
the Town of Waukechon;
operating a motor vehicle
while intoxicated near South
Pathfinder Circle and Oak-
wood Road in the Town of

Wescott; six 911 calls; two
reckless driving incidents;
one traffic hazard; three wel-
fare checks; three crashes,
one involving deer.
June 15

Deputies responded to
43 incidents, including prop-
erty damage on Oak Avenue
in the Town of Richmond; a
vehicle fire near state High-
way 29 and Valley Road in
the Town of Hartland; a dis-
turbance on Lenz Road in
the Town of Grant; threaten-
ing on Lake Drive in the Town
of Wescott; eight 911 calls;
three reckless driving inci-
dents; two traffic hazards;
two welfare checks; three
crashes.

SHAWANO POLICE

DEPARTMENT

June 21

Officers responded to 25
incidents, including vandal-
ism at Four Seasons, 201
N. Airport Drive; a noise dis-
turbance on East Riddlington
Avenue; a drug offense at

Memorial Park, 901 S. Lin-
coln St.; threatening on East
Green Bay Street; two 911
calls; three traffic stops; two
reckless driving incidents;
one traffic hazard; four wel-
fare checks.
June 20

Officers responded to 15
incidents, including fireworks
near South River and West
Richmond streets; two traf-
fic stop; two reckless driving
incidents; one traffic hazard;
one crash.

June 19

Officers responded to 40
incidents, including a distur-
bance on Richmond Court;
harassment on West Rich-
mond Street; trespassing
on Riverside Drive; 16 traf-
fic stops; two reckless driv-
ing incidents; one welfare
check.
June 18

Officers responded to 50
incidents, including an intoxi-
cated person on East Rich-
mond Street; a disturbance
on Aspen Court; suspicious

activity on East Richmond
Street; bail jumping on North
Main Street; trespassing on
North Lafayette Street; a
scam on East Fifth Street;
a drug offense at Franklin
Park, 235 S. Washington
St.; threatening on Acorn
Street; a disturbance on
South Main Street; disor-
derly conduct at Domino’s
Pizza, 704 E. Green Bay St.,;
three 911 calls; 23 traffic
stops; one reckless driving
incident; one welfare check;
one crash.
June 17

Officers responded to
26 incidents, including van-
dalism on South Sawyer
Street; suspicious activity
at Olga Brener School, 1300
S. Union St.; harassment
at Ole Town Tap, 115 N.
Main St.; an animal bite on
South Lincoln Street; a dis-
turbance on Aspen Court; a
noise disturbance on South
Main Street; one traffic stop;
three welfare checks; one
crash.
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Mountain-Bay State Trail marks 30 years

The Friends of the
Mountain-Bay State Trail
- Shawano County will
celebrate the 30th anni-
versary of the trail with

a series of special events
throughout 2026 high-
lighting the trail’s natu-
ral beauty, cultural heri-
tage, outdoor recreation

opportunities and com-
munity connections.

One of Wisconsin’s first
rail-trails, the Mountain-
Bay State Trail stretches

6/12/26, 6/19/26, 6/26/26
STATE OF WISCONSIN
SHAWANO COUNTY

Case No. 2025CV000264
STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT
SHAWANO COUNTY

Rocket Mortgage LLC s/b/m Nationstar
Mortgage LLC
Plaintiff,
V.
Estate of Donna Dobbs
Defendant.

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE

By virtue of a judgment of foreclosure
made in the above-entitled action

on March 31, 2026 in the amount of
$58,911.10, | will sell at public auction,
located in the main lobby of the Shawano
County Courthouse, 311 N. Main Street,
Shawano, WI 54166, on

July 8, 2026

At 9:00 AM, all of the following described
premises, to wit:

LOT 7 IN BLOCK 2 OF NABER AND
RUEDEBUSCH'S ADDITION TO THE
CITY OF SHAWANO. SHAWANO
COUNTY, WISCONSIN. ACCORDING
TO THE RECORDED PLAT THEREOF.

Street Address: 218 S. Lincoln Street,
Shawano, WI 54166
Tax Key No. 281-70150-0120

THE PROPERTY WILL BE
SOLD AS IS AND SUBJECT TO ANY
AND ALL REAL ESTATE TAXES,
SUPERIOR LIENS OR OTHER LEGAL
ENCUMBRANCES.

TERMS OF SALE: CASH,
CASHIER'S CHECK or CERTIFIED
FUNDS, payable to the Shawano County
Office of the Sheriff (10% down payment
at sale, balance due within ten (10) days
of Court approval; down payment to be
forfeited if payment not received timely).
Buyer must comply with minimum bidder
qualifications as set forth in Wis. Stat.
A§ 846.155. Buyer to pay applicable
Wisconsin Real Estate Transfer Tax in
addition to the purchase price.

George Lenzner
Sheriff of Shawano County, Wisconsin

Codilis, Moody & Circelli, P.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
(414) 775-7700

50-25-01364

NOTE: This law firm is a debt collector.
WNAXLP
SHA-221

6/12/26, 6/19/26, 6/26/26
STATE OF WISCONSIN
SHAWANO COUNTY

Circuit Court

COVANTAGE CREDIT UNION
PO BOX 107

ANTIGO, WI 54409

Plaintiff,

‘Y’rs-i'OMAS LEE KLINGBILE,

UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF THOMAS LEE
KLINGBILE,

COVANTAGE CREDIT UNION AND
ASPIRUS CLINICS, INC.,

Defendants.

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE
Case No. 25-CV-275

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that by virtue
of a judgment of foreclosure entered
on March 9, 2026 in the amount of
$35,257.03 the Sheriff will sell the
described premises at public auction as
follows:
TIME: July 8, 2026, at 9:00 am
TERMS: Pursuant to said judgment, 10%
of the successful bid must be paid to
the sheriff at the sale in cash, cashier’s
check or certified funds, payable to
the Shawano County Clerk of Courts.
(Personal checks cannot and will not be
accepted). The balance of the successful
bid must be paid to the clerk of courts in
cash, cashier’s check or certified funds
no later than ten days after the court’s
confirmation for the sale or else the 10%
down payment is forfeited to the plaintiff.
The property is sold ‘as is’ and subject to
all liens and encumbrances.
PLACE: Shawano County Courthouse,
main lobby 311 N. Main Street in
Shawano, WI 54166 in Shawano County
DESCRIPTION: Parcel Two (2) of
CERTIFIED SURVEY MAP No. 2350
recorded on July 17, 2001 in Volume 8 of
Certified Surveys on pages 355-356, as
Document No. 546957, being a part of
the Southeast Quarter of the Southeast
Quarter (SE 1/4 SE 1/4) of Section
Thirty-six (36), Township Twenty-eight
(28) North, Range Eleven (11) East,
Town of Birnamwood, Shawano County,
Wisconsin.PIN: 012-36440-0000
PROPERTY ADDRESS: N7381 County
Road Q, Wittenberg, WI 54499
Galanis, Pollack, Jacobs & Johnson, S.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
413 N. 2 nd Street, Suite 150
Milwaukee, WI 53203
414-271-5400
Galanis, Pollack, Jacobs & Johnson, S.C.
is attempting to collect a debt and any
information obtained will be used for that
purpose. If you have previously received
a discharge in a Chapter 7 bankruptcy
case, this communication should not
be construed as an attempt to hold you
personally liable for the debt.

WNAXLP

SHA-225

6/12/26, 6/19/26, 6/26/26
STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT
SHAWANO COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
STEWARD G. BELTZ
DOD: APRIL 28, 2026
Case No. 26PR35
Please Take Notice:
1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth July
25, 1950 and date of death April 28,
2026, was domiciled in Shawano County,
State of Wisconsin, with a mailing
address of 324 S. Washington Street,
Shawano, WI 54166.
3. All interested person waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is September 15,
2026.
5. A claim may be filed at the Shawano
County Courthouse, 311 N. Main Street,
Shawano, Wisconsin, Room 202,
Probate Office.
Attorney Emily J. Briski
Hager, Dewick & Zuengler, S.C.
200 S. Washington St., Ste. 200
Green Bay, WI 54301
(920) 430-1900
Bar No. 1140898

WNAXLP

SHA-228

6/19/26, 6/26/26, 7/3/26
STATE OF WISCONSIN
SHAWANO COUNTY

STOCKBRIDGE-MUNSEE
TRIBAL COURT
State of Wisconsin
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
Ella Sharon Kazik
D.O.D. 5/30/2026
County of Shawano
ORDER GIVING NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
Case No. 2076 PROOOZ
An application has been filed for informal
administration of the estate of the above
named person, In Shawano County
(Stockbridge-Munsee Tribal Court)
County, Wisconsin, whose post
office address was N8108 Huntington
Road, Gresham, WI 54128 (P.O. Box
372) and all interested persons have
waived notice.
IT IS ORDERED THAT creditor's claims
must be filed on or before or be barred.
*Notice shall be given:
*September 11th, 2026
Marie Higgins
Stockbridge-Munsee
Tribal Judge Marianne Higgins,
Chief Justice
Kimberly Barbara Hoffman
Personal Representative/Attorney
552 Schabow St
Gresham, WI 54128
WNAXLP
SHA-232

83 miles across Brown,
Shawano and Marathon
counties, with more than
half of the trail located
in Shawano County. For
three decades, the trail
has provided opportuni-
ties for recreation, edu-
cation, tourism and ap-
preciation of the region’s
natural resources.

The anniversary cel-
ebration begins with a
series of nature bathing
experiences in Bowler.
Guided sessions will be-
gin at the Snowmobile Pa-
vilion (104 E. Railroad St.,
Bowler) at 10 a.m. on June
27, Aug. 27, Sept. 17 and
Sept. 26. Participants will
be encouraged to slow
down, engage their senses
and experience the restor-
ative benefits of spending
time in nature.

Educational program-
ming continues June 30
from 6-7 p.m. with a Native
American Plant Medicines
Walk led by representa-
tives of the Stockbridge-
Munsee Band of Mohican
Indians. Participants will

The Friends of the Mountain-Bay State Trail — Shawano
County volunteer organization is planning a series of events
this summer and fall to mark the trail’s 30-year anniversary.
Some events will take participants over the Mountain-Bay

State Trail bridge.

learn about the identifica-
tion, harvesting, preserva-
tion and traditional uses
of medicinal plants found
along the trail. A rain date
is scheduled for July 1.
Throughout the sum-
mer, trail enthusiasts will
also have opportunities to
participate in organized
group bike rides along

6/12/26, 6/19/26, 6/26/26

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT
SHAWANO COUNTY

JOYCE VERSTOPPEN
N7874 MORGAN ROAD GRESHAM,
W1 54128,
Plaintiff,
VS.
BERNADINE MARQUETTE
N7874 MORGAN ROAD GRESHAM,
WI 54128,
and
JONATHAN MARQUETTE
N7874 MORGAN ROAD GRESHAM,
W1 54128,
Defendants.
Case No. 26 CV 105
Class Code: 30106
PUBLICATION SUMMONS
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN,
TO DEFENDANT JONATHAN
MARQUETTE:

You are hereby notified that the Plaintiff
named above has filed a lawsuit or other
legal action against you.

Within forty (40) days after the date of
the first publication, you must respond
with a written demand for a copy of
the Complaint and all subsequent
documents. The demand must be sent or
delivered to the Court who address is:
Shawano County Clerk of Courts
Shawano County Courthouse

311 North Main Street

Shawano, WI 54166

Case 2026CV000105 Document 6

You may have an attorney help or
represent you. If you do not demand a
copy of the Complaint within forty (40)
days, the Court may grant judgment
against you for the award of money
or other legal action requested in the
Complaint, and you may lose your right
to object to anything that is or may be
incorrect in the documents. A judgment
may be enforced as provided by law. A
judgment awarding money may become
a lien against any real estate you own
now or in the future and may also be
enforced by garnishment or seizure of
property.

Filed 06-04-2026
Plaintiff's Attorney:
Attorney Lawrence G. Vesely
Olson, Kulkoski, Galloway & Vesely, S.C.
416 South Monroe Avenue
Green Bay, WI 54301
WNAXLP
SHA-229

6/19/26, 6/26/26, 7/3/26
STATE OF WISCONSIN
SHAWANO COUNTY

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT
SHAWANO COUNTY
Notice and Order for
Name Change Hearing
Case No. 26CV117
IN THE MATTER OF THE NAME
CHANGE OF
Owen Reynold Frechette
By Owen Reynold Frechette
NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A Petition was filed asking to change the
name of the person listed above:
From: Owen Reynold Frechette
To: Owen Reynold McGuire
Birth Certificate: Owen Reynold Frechette
IT IS ORDERED:
This Petition will be heard in the Circuit
Court of Shawano County, State of
Wisconsin
Judge Name: William F Kussel
Place: Branch 2
311 N. Main ST, Shawano, WI 54166
Date: July 2, 2026
Time: 8:45 a.m.
WNAXLP
SHA-231

6/26/26, 7/3/26, 7/10/26
STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT
SHAWANO COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
Dawn Mary Dey
Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)
Case No. 26 PR 38
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth April
6, 1946, and date of death June 5, 2026,
was domiciled in Shawano County, State
of Wisconsin, with a mailing address of
115 Sunset Ave, Shawano, WI 54166
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is September
30,2026
5. A claim may be filed at the
Shawano County Courthouse
311 N. Main St 202 probate office
Shawano Wisconsin, 54166
Andrew Dey
21545 Vintage Way
Lake Forest CA 92630

WNAXLP
SHA-241

6/19/26, 6/26/26, 7/3/26
STATE OF WISCONSIN
SHAWANO COUNTY

CIRCUIT COURT
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
Marilyn M. Dahl
DOD 5-16-2026
Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)
Case No. 26 PR 37

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth 3-13-
1939and date of death 5-16-2026
was domiciled in Shawano County, State
of Wisconsin, with a mailing address of
N6437 County Road J, Bowler, WI 54416
3.All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent's estate is September 18,
2026
5. A claim may be filed at the
Shawano Co Courthouse
311 N. Main Street, Shawano
Wisconsin, Room 202, Probate Office
Form completed by
James E. Aschenbrener
P.O. Box 146, Shawano, WI 54166
715-524-6258
Bar Number 1008896

WNAXLP

SHA-233

6/19/26, 6/26/26, 7/3/26
STATE OF WISCONSIN
SHAWANO COUNTY

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT
SHAWANO COUNTY
Notice and Order for
Name Change Hearing
Case No. 26CV120
IN THE MATTER OF THE NAME
CHANGE OF
Lily AnnaChristine Krasavage
By Lily AnnaChristine Krasavage
NOTICE IS GIVEN:
A Petition was filed asking to change the
name of the person listed above:
From: ? Lily AnnaChristine Krasavage
To: Lily AnnaChristine Reopelle
Birth Certificate: Lily AnnaChristine
Krasavage
IT IS ORDERED:
This Petition will be heard in the Circuit
Court of Shawano County, State of
Wisconsin
Judge Name: Kathrine Sloma
Place: Shawano Courthouse Branch 1
311 Main Street, Shawano, WI 54166
Date: Augut 12,2026
Time: 8:30 a.m.
WNAXLP
SHA-235

6/26/26
STATE OF WISCONSIN
SHAWANO COUNTY

TOWN OF RED SPRINGS
NOTICE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
LICENSE APPLICATIONS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
following alcohol license applications for
the year July 1, 2026, thru June 30, 2027,
have been filed with the Town of Red
Springs Clerk, Gwen Olsen, W11019 W.
Townhall Rd., Gresham, WI

CLASS B COMBINATION (Beer &
Liquor)

Pine Hills Golf Course/Supper Club
N9499 Pine Hills Drive, Gresham, WI
54128
Jeremey Pennewell, Agent
Many Trails Banquet Hall
N4698 Big Lake Road, Gresham, WI
54128
Jeremey Pennewell - Agent
Captain’s Cove Resort, LLC
N9099 Big Lake Road, Gresham, WI
54128
Doug Gay- Agent
WNAXLP
SHA-238

6/26/26, 7/3/126
STATE OF WISCONSIN
SHAWANO COUNTY

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Before the Town of Hartland Planning
Commission

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on Monday,
July 13 th, beginning at 6:00 p.m. at

the Town of Hartland Town Hall located
at W3454 County Road BE, Bonduel,
Wisconsin, the Town of Hartland Planning
Commission will hold public hearings for
the purpose of considering the following
petition:

1) Hunter Vanderlinden / Dennis Kraning
requests a conditional use permit

for the property addressed N4368 N
Highline Rd. Bonduel, W1 54107, for

the purpose of Building a New Single
Family Residence, as this parcel is
zoned Farmland preservation. Tax Parcel
Number 022-10230-0000.

2) Elvie Schrock requests a conditional
use permit for the property address
N4558 N Highline Rd, Bonduel, WI
54107, for the purpose of running a
business from pole barn at his residence.
The business would be an Archery

Sales & Service Business and a Bicycle
Sales and Service Business. Tax Parcel
Number022-03330-0020

3)Allen Bontrager requests a conditional
use permit for the property addressed
XXXXX Rocky Lane, Bonduel, WI 54107
for the purpose of constructing a training
facility for his employees, as the property
is currently zoned Farmland Preservation.
Tax Parcel Number 022-07240-0030.

Additional information or copies of the
conditional use permit application are
available upon request filed with the Town
Zoning Administrator, Tim Leitermann,

at (920) 228-1109 or tim.tohartland@
gmail.com .

The hearings are open to the public and
all interested parties are encouraged to
appear in person or by an agent and be
heard. If you cannot appear in-person,
any person may submit written comments
by letter addressed to: Tim Leitermann,
PO Box 4. Bonduel, WI 54107 or by
email to tim.tohartland@gmail.com

Town of Hartland

Tim Leitermann

Zoning Administrator
WNAXLP
SHA-239

6/26/26, 7/3/26, 7/10/26
STATE OF WISCONSIN
SHAWANO COUNTY

STATE OF WISCONSIN - CIRCUIT
COURT- SAUK COUNTY

Civil Claim Publication
Summons and Notice
2026CV000219
Branch 2
Honorable Wendy J.N. Klicko
Plaintiff(s)
Consumers Cooperative Oil Company
758 Phillips Blvd.
Sauk City, WI 53583

Vs

Defendant(s)

Bowen Milk Hauling, LLC
2021 Boulder Drive
Menomonie, WI 54751

Brooke Bowen
126 Springer Ave.
Elmwood, WI 54740

If you need help in this matter because of
a disability, please call: 608 355-3287

PUBLICATION SUMMONS AND NOTICE
OF FILING

TO THE PERSON(S) NAMED ABOVE
AS DEFENDANT(S):

You are being sued by the person(s)
named above as Plaintiff(s).

Within Forty (40) days of 26 th day of
June 2026 , you must respond with

a written demand for a copy of the
complaint. The demand must be sent or
delivered to the court, whose address
is: 510 Broadway Street Baraboo, WI
53913 and to Turke & Steil, S.C. attorney
for Plaintiff, whose address is 1 E.
Milwaukee Street Suite 200 Janesville,
WI 53545. You may have an attorney
help or represent you.

If you do not demand a copy within the
40 days, the court may enter a judgment
against you in favor of the person(s)
suing you. A copy of the claim has been
sent to you at your address as stated in
the caption above. A judgment may be
enforced as provided by law. A judgment
awarding money may become a lien
against any real estate you own now or in
the future and may also be enforced by
garnishment or seizure of property.

Dated this 26 th day of June 2026

Turke & Steil, S.C.
Attorney Mary C. Turke
1 E. Milwaukee Street Suite 200
Janesville, WI 53545
(608) 237-1775
WNAXLP
SHA-240

JUDITH JOLLY

various sections of the
Mountain-Bay State Trail.
The rides are designed to
encourage exploration of
the trail, promote healthy
outdoor recreation and
connect cyclists with fel-
low trail users. Dates,
start times, meeting lo-
cations and registration
information can be found
on the Events Calendar at
friendsofthemountainbay-
trailshawano.org.

At 9 a.m. Aug. 15, mem-
bers of Wolf River Wild
Ones will present a Na-
tive Plant Talk at the na-
tive planting site along
Eberlein Park Drive in
Shawano. The program
will focus on the impor-
tance of native plants and
pollinator habitat while
highlighting a collabora-
tive planting project es-
tablished along the trail. A
rain date is scheduled for
Aug. 29.

Visitors can also enjoy
a self-guided Poetry Walk
from Aug. 15 through
Sept. 16 along about 6
miles of trail between
Shawano and Thornton.
The exhibit will combine
poetry, photography and
outdoor recreation while
encouraging trail users to
experience the landscape
in a unique way.

Art and creativity will
be featured through the
Enchanted Trail Student
Artwork Project, which
will showcase artwork
created by local students
and displayed along sec-
tions of the trail. The out-
door exhibit will celebrate
the connection between
art and nature while high-
lighting the talents of area
youths.

The 30th anniversary
celebration will culminate
on Sept. 26 with a Family
Fun Walk, Run and Ride
along the trail.

Additional anniversary
events and activities may
be announced through-
out the year. The public
is encouraged to visit the
Events page at friendsoft-
hemountainbaytrailsha-
wano.org and follow the
Friends of the Mountain-
Bay State Trail - Shawano

County social media
page for event updates,
registration information,
participation forms and
additional programming
announcements.
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2 Revolutionary War
veterans buried in
northeast Wisconsin

Both members of
Stockbridge tribe

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-Chief

Forty veterans of the
American  Revolutionary
War have their final resting
place in Wisconsin, with
two of them in Outagamie
County.

Both were members
of the Stockbridge Tribe,
which did not officially
merge with the Munsee
community until 1836, at
which time both men had
already died.

According to the Wis-
consin Society of the Sons
of the American Revolu-
tion, the 40 veterans moved
to the Wisconsin Territory
later in life and are buried
in 25 cemeteries across the
state.

The gravesites for Hen-
drick Aupaumut and Jacob
Konkapot Jr. are impossible
to locate. They are bur-
ied in the old Stockbridge
Cemetery on the former
Frank Thelen farm, near
Kaukauna in Outagamie
County.

The Thelen farm no
longer exists, and the
area is now a residential
development.

A historical marker, in
tribute to Konkapot and
Aupaumut, is located in
Thelen Park, nearly where
the cemetery existed.

The Wisconsin Society
of the Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution provided
biographical sketches of
the veterans based on the
accounts given by the sol-
diers in their pension ap-
plications and, in some
cases, their military service
records.

Hendrick Aupaumut
(c.1757-1829)
Hendrick Aupaumut,

A historical marker honoring
Stockbridge tribal member
Hendrick Aupaumut is lo-
cated on a traffic island near
the intersection of Reaume
Street and Hendricks Ave-
nue in Kaukauna. Aupaumut
is one of 40 Revolutionary
War veterans buried in Wis-
consin. FINDAGRAVE.COM

Stockbridge tribal member Jacob Konkapot Jr. served in the
Revolutionary War and is buried somewhere in Kaukauna.
The exact location is not known, but a historical marker in
tribute to Konkapot and fellow tribal member and veteran
Hendrick Aupaumut is located in Thelen Park in Kaukauna,

nearly where the cemetery existed.

the son of a chief sachem,
was born in Stockbridge,
Massachusetts. He enlisted
in the Continental Army at
age 18 on June 23, 1775. By
August of that year, he was
serving as a private in Capt.
William Goodrich’s Com-
pany of Indians, Col. John
Paterseon’s Regiment, dur-
ing the siege of Boston.

During the 1777 Sara-
togao campaign, Aupaumut
acted as the lieutenant of
Native American scouts
under Capts. Nimham
and Mtohksin. In 1778, he
survived the massacre of
Stockbridge tribal mem-
bers in the Bronx, New
York, and took command of
the Indian company on the
death of his captain.

In 1779, Gen. George
Washington promoted Au-
paumut to the temporary
rank of captain. He enlisted
regularly and remained in
the service through 1782.

Aupaumut  reenlisted
with the Army during the
War of 1812 and served
under Gen. William Henry
Harrison, who would go on
to be elected president of
the United States in 1840.

In 1829, he moved to
tribal lands on the Fox Riv-
er near Green Bay. Late in
life, Aupaumut translated
religious texts into the Mo-
hican language, wrote a
traditional history of the
tribe and, after 1811, be-
came chief sachem of the
Mohicans.

FINDAGRAVE.COM

Aupaumut died in 1830
at the age of 72.

A bicentennial marker
about Aupaumut is located
on a traffic island near the
intersection of Reaume
Street and Hendricks Av-
enue in Kaukauna.

Also, near and south of
the Calumet County village
of Stockbridge, south of
Kaukauna on state Highway
55 is another Stockbridge
cemetery. An engraved
stone in that cemetery lists
Aupaumut.

Jacob Konkapot Jr. (?-1835)

The birth date of Jacob
Konkapot Jr. is not known,
but he was also a scout
in the American War for
Independence.

He enlisted May 2, 1775,
for an eight-month term
in the same company as
Aupaumut.

Konkapot served at the
siege of Boston for three
months and seven days.

He moved to Wiscon-
sin with the first migration
of Stockbridge members
around 1822 and estab-
lished a small sawmill on
a creek near Kaukauna,
which today is known as
Konkapot Creek.

Today, a highway marker
can be found on the bridge
over the creek.

Konkapot bled to death
as the result of an accident
felling timber.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com
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Stephen “Doc” Hopkins works on a motorcycle in the repair shop of his business that he started out of a rented garage in Shawano in 1979.

GREG SEUBERT

‘Doc’ keeps Harley-Davidson
brand going strong after 50 years

Multiple
businesses
spring from
repair shop

By GREG SEUBERT
Correspondent

What started as a motorcycle
repair shop in a rented Shawa-
no garage almost 50 years ago
is now a motorcycle mecca that
draws visitors and customers
from throughout the world.

The person behind the ven-
ture is 75-year-old Stephen
“Doc” Hopkins, who can usual-
ly be found at Doc’s Harley-Da-
vidson off of state Highway 29
between Bonduel and Pulaski.

“I started April 1, 1979,” Hop-
kins said. “I rented a tiny little
stall in a half-garage in Sha-
wano. Five years prior to that,
I was working for the Harley-
Davidson dealer in Shawano,
which is what S&S Marina is
today. I asked him if it was OK
if I started a little repair shop. I
wasn’t a Harley dealer yet, but
we had quite a following of peo-
ple and I was extremely busy.

“Two days before I opened
my door, I was fixing the place
up, painting and putting my
tools away and a man came to
me and said, ‘I need my bike
fixed, I have to have it for work

in the morning, can you fix it
right now?’ I said, ‘Sure, so I
dropped what I was doing and
fixed his motorcycle. I made 75
(dollars) on the parts and labor.
That was my month’s rent, so
I knew I'd be there at least a
month.

“I was working in my little
workshop and I had alot of work
to do myself. There was also a
Harley dealer in Manawa, and
he had three mechanics work-
ing for him. They had all the
tools and equipment, but they
had no way of knowing how to
use them. They could not build
motors and transmissions.

“The fellow that owned the
Harley shop was bringing me all
of his heavy engine and trans-
mission work twice a week,
dropping it off and picking it up.
One day, I said, ‘Hey, if you ever
want to sell your Harley fran-
chise, let me know.” He walked
out the door and I thought he
doesn’t want to. Two weeks lat-
er, the phone rang and he said
he has all the figures together.
I ended up buying it from him
and moving it back to Shawa-
no. By then, I had moved over
to Shawano’s industrial park.
Once I got going with Harley, I
had to open a 5,000-square-foot
showroom. We outgrew that
three times and added on when
we could.”

Fast forward to the Ilate
1990s, and Hopkins started
thinking of expanding his busi-
ness and relocating again. He
purchased 72 acres of farmland

along Highway 29 in 1997 and
opened Doc’s Harley-Davidson
of Shawano County in April
1998.

“Harley recommended that
we get out of the industrial park
and get out on a major highway
where we could be seen,” he
said.

Besides a showroom and
repair shop, the business has
grown over the years and now
includes a classic car and mo-
torcycle museum, Timeline Sa-
loon and BBQ, Timeline Antique
Mall, Doc’s Full Bore Outdoor,
Hog Barn Banquet Hall and
Doc’s Zoo.

“I never thought it would
get quite this big,” Hopkins
said. “Once I moved out here, I
had plenty of room to expand.
I've always loved animals, so I
made room to put my animals
out here. Now, we have cam-
els, kangaroos, tortoises and
alligators.”

Hopkins’ love for cooking
led to the Timeline Saloon and
BBQ, which opened in 2010.

“I brought all my homemade
recipes to the restaurant,” he
said. “I didn’t really have that vi-
sion for a long time, but I decid-
ed that if I could come up with a
good recipe for baby back ribs,
I'm going to do that. I built my
own rib-cooking machine and
fine-tuned and worked on my
recipe for three years. I figured
it out.”

Branching

out into

DOC, continued on page 5

This Ferris wheel with Harley-Davidson motorcycles instead of seats
is one of the one-of-a-kind attractions at Doc’s Harley-Davidson, which
opened its doors in 1998 between Bonduel and Pulaski. GREG SEUBERT




DOC, continued from page 4

other ventures has worked
out for Hopkins, who said
he’s met visitors from all
over the world.

Harley-Davidson Inc.
began manufacturing mo-
torcycles in Milwaukee
more than a century ago
and the brand is as popu-
lar as ever, according to
Hopkins.

“I think it’s the fact
that it’s made right in Mil-
waukee,” he said when
asked about the brand.
“I's an American thing
and the Harley has a cer-
tain sound. You can’t re-
produce that sound, and
people love the sound of
the Harley, the size of the
Harley and the fact that
it’s made in America. It’s
always been an iconic mo-
torcycle that people have
followed for many, many
years.”

However, Hopkins has
noticed a shift over the
years.

“It seems like all the
baby boomers were the
ones that really wanted
to be in the Harleys, get
Harleys and couldn’t get
enough of them,” he said.
“For years, we could not
get enough motorcycles
from the factory. Over
time, we were able to get
more. We used to sell 250
motorcycles a year. Now,
we’re down to 47. It’s not
just Harleys. It’s the mo-
torcycle industry across
the board.

“They are not selling
like they used to. Maybe

the moms have got the

Clothing and other Harley-Davidson merchandise can be

found at Doc’s Harley-Davidson.

youth freaked out about
how motorcycles are not
safe. It seems like the
younger generation would
rather be on their cell-
phones or playing a game
pretending they’re riding a
motorcycle instead of ac-
tually riding a motorcycle.”

On the other hand, Har-
ley-Davidson =~ merchan-
dise — everything from
clothing to gear to dart-
boards to plush animals —
remains popular.

Although he missed it
last year, Hopkins will ride
in Bonduel's upcoming
Fourth of July parade.

He doesn’t have any
special events scheduled
for America’s 250th cele-
bration at his business but
expects plenty of visitors
and customers during the
weekend.

“My gal Joy (Tuminic),
she and I are going to
drive a 1924 four-cylinder

GREG SEUBERT

Henderson  motorcycle
that we’re going to doll up
with 250th flags and drive
it to the Bonduel parade,”
he said. “I have some pret-
ty cool flags ordered, and
that’ll be a fun event. We
didn’t do it last year, but
we’ll be back at it again
this year.”

Although Hopkins is
75, he doesn’t see a day in
the near future when he’ll
stop showing up at the
business he spent almost
50 years building from
scratch.

Once he does, however,
it'll free up more time for
him to take a ride in the
brand of motorcycle he’s
been loyal to since he was
a teenager growing up in
Algoma.

“It’s a freedom of being
out on the road,” Hopkins
said. “It’s a feeling you
can’t really describe. You
have to experience it.”

FRIDAY, JUNE 26,2026 < NEW MEDIA - www.newmedia-wi.com < PAGE 5

The showroom at Doc’s Harley-Davidson includes several new and used motorcycles.
GREG SEUBERT
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Who parked an army tank at a Shawano city park?

Children played on it in-
stead of a swing set. Adults
drove past it day after day,
most likely not giving it a
second thought.

For those who did won-
der, how did a World War
I Sherman tank end up at
the corner of Lieg Avenue
and South Main Street in
Shawano?

According to the Sha-
wano County Historical
Society, in the late 1940s
and early 1950s, as the U.S.
military was modernizing
its hardware, and there was
lots of WWII surplus.

At the same time, com-
munities around the nation
and organizations like AM-
VETS, American Legion and
the VFW were looking to
build memorials to WWIL

Shawano’s Sherman
tank arrived in July 1953
through the efforts of VFW
Post 2723 and the TACOM
group of the U.S. military.
The tank was named by the
British for American Civil
War Gen. William Tecum-
seh Sherman.

“It was acquired by the
VFW post in 1953 for dis-
play in town,” Joe Dillen-
berg with the VFW told the
historical society. “Techni-
cally, it is still on loan from
the federal government.
It seems that quite a few
veterans’organizations in
Wisconsin and Minnesota
secured tanks for display
in the mid-1950s from
TACOM.”

TACOM is the United

States Army Tank-automo-
tive and Armaments Com-
mand, and they have a pro-
gram where organizations
can request surplus military
equipment to display.

The program still ex-
ists but when contacted,
TACOM, which is based
in Michigan, doesn’t have
any records of this Sher-
man arriving to Shawano.
However, the Sherman tank
was built by Ford and was
turned over to the military
on May 19, 1943. Its serial
number is 12236, and regis-
tration number is 3054391.
These numbers and dates
are still on the tank today.

According to Pierre Ol-
ivier, a tank expert with the
Tank Encyclopedia group,
“I think this Sherman tank
served for training state-
side during WWIL It was
later rebuilt and upgraded
in the 1950s and most prob-
ably served with a National
Guard unit or was simply
kept in storage before being
sold as surplus.”

Technically, it’s an M4A3
Sherman where the A3
designates that it’s built by
Ford. The Sherman was the
most widely used medium
tank by USA and Western
Allies in WWIL The total
number of M4s produced
was more than 49,000 with
1,690 by Ford.

The following account
is from Danny Staub. His
grandfather, SSGT Reuben
Staub, drove the tank from
Madison to Shawano.

“My grandfather, SSGT
Reuben P. Staub, from Sha-
wano, was the head of the
local VFW. He was given a
police escort from an army
base by Madison, up the
highways and what is now
Interstate 41 as he drove it
alongside on the shoulder
of the highway. He talked
of this journey until the day
he passed in 1969. He stated
on how the tracks ripped up
the roadways. At that time,
the tank still had an engine,
it and can be fully function-
al, which was part of the
deal when it was donated.

“My grandfather owned
Stauby’s Refrigeration after
he got out of WWIL He was
MIA presumed KIA for 15
months at age 20. He and
his B24 bomber crew were
ordered to bail out over
Ploesti Romania on D-day
June 6, 1944, as his squad-
ron, the 98th bomb group
415th division, was on an
easy mission out of Lecce,
Italy, to bomb the oil yards
in Romania as they were
supplying the Germans
with fuel.

“After their plane was
shot up and hit by flak, the
right engine caught on fire.
The pilot gave the order to
the six guys in the back to
bail out over Romania. My
grandfather never jumped
out of a plane before that.
He had his shoes and socks
off as he was the belly
gunner, and they needed
the traction to kick the
big gun around in a circle

underneath the plane.

“Just prior to being hit,
my grandfather was asked
by SSGT Celestino H. Gar-
cia from Bexar, Texas, if he
would like to switch gun-
ner positions for the day
as Grandpa had the best
view of the country below.
Grandpa Reuben obliged,
and before he was able to
get his socks and boots on,
they came under fire from
the enemy.

“The back crew all bailed
out. My grandfather was
a bit slower and drifted
away from his crew mates
that were picked up by
friendly civilians in a com-
munist-occupied Romania.
Grandpa, with a map and

coordinates in his pocket
started walking, but only at
night, through enemy ter-
ritory at 20 years old. He
walked from Romania to
Turkey, more than 1,500
miles in 15 months. He es-
caped being captured twice
by German officers.

“My grandfather never
spoke of his war time days
except to his sister immedi-
ately after he got home. Her
name was Ardis Staub from
Shawano. Grandpa told her
that the day he jumped from
the plane that his best friend
had asked him to change
gunner positions, and we
all know that my grandpa
did. SSGT Celestino H. Gar-
cia from Bexar, Texas, was

the only fatality that day.
He died from an enemy air-
ship gunshot to the head as
he sat in the glass bubble
under the plane where my
grandfather had just been
seated a moment before.

“I cannot imagine what
my grandfather must have
endured. I know that he
traded my grandmother’s
Shawano High School
class ring for a pair of san-
dals from a farmer. I also
know that Romania is a
very mountainous area
that would not be easily
traversed in summer and
frigid winter. Grandpa Reu-
ben died of brain cancer at
the King Veterans Hospital
in 1969.”




PAGE 8 - NEW MEDIA - www.newmedia-wi.com < FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 2026

Tasked with accurately preserving the county’s past and recording the present
for future generations is the Oconto County Historical Society. Founded in 1940,
OCHS showcases its rich history with three museums — including the Beyer
Home and Carriage Museum. A restored Victorian home, it also boasts a must-
see antique vehicles collection.

CONTRIBUTED

Oconto County history traced back 12,000 years

Museums offer
unique look
at the past

By KATHLEEN MARSH
Correspondent

Oconto County is a sig-
nificant historical and cul-
tural center in northeast-
ern Wisconsin. Its history
reflects its importance as
a blend of ancient indig-
enous cultures, European
settlement and industrial
development.

Archaeological sites in-
dicate that Paleo-Indians
settled in the area 10,000-
12,000 years ago. About
6,000 years later, the Old
Copper culture began. The
Oconto Archaeological Site
contains burial grounds
and artifacts, including
copper tools that highlight
their early metalsmithing
practices.

Oconto County has been
governed by four politi-
cal entities in its recorded
history: the Menominee,
before European contact;
the French, who claimed
the Great Lakes region in
1671; the English, who took
possession in 1763; and
the United States, which
claimed it in the 1783 Treaty
of Paris that ended the Rev-
olutionary War.

Holt and Balcom Logging Camp Museum is located in Lake-
wood. As the oldest logging camp in America standing on its
original site, it captures the myth and magic of the Big Pine

Era.

The county’s name is
derived from Oak-a-toe, an
early Menominee settle-
ment. In 1669, Jesuit mis-
sionary Father Claude
Allouez introduced Christi-
anity to local tribes. French
traders followed, bartering
knives, axes, beads and
blankets for prime fur pelts,
and a mostly peaceful coex-
istence ensued.

In the early 1800s,
wealth-seeking adventurers
arrived to harvest the re-
gion’s majestic white pines,
creating a logging industry
that attracted European
immigrants. Settlement be-
gan in earnest when John
P. Arndt established Wis-
consin’s first commercial
sawmill and lumbering

CONTRIBUTED

operation on the Pensaukee
River in 1826.

In 1851, Oconto County
was formed by carving it
from Brown County. There
wasn’t a single regular road
in the county, only trails
that led from nowhere to
nowhere. The sawmill set-
tlement of Oconto, which
lies at the mouth of the
Oconto River, was chosen
as county seat.

By the 1860s, the city of
Oconto had become a ma-
jor industrial and commer-
cial center with more than
1,000 residents and 12 saw-
mills operating simultane-
ously. Industrial growth
swelled again when the
Chicago and Northwestern
Railroad reached Oconto

in 1871. Largely escaping
the Peshtigo Fire that year,
Oconto’s economy contin-
ued to thrive on lumber,
trade and, later, diversified
industries. Marinette Coun-
ty was separated off in 1879.

Fueled by the coun-
try’s insatiable demand for
sawlogs, lumber barons
like Farnsworth, Holt and
Stephenson acquired fame
and fortune. Immigrant
laborers flooded into the
area, which soon served
as a hub for the logging
industry. Steadily march-
ing north and west, logging
crews systematically sawed
down the Northwoods.

For a first-hand account,
read “A Wisconsin Lum-
berman Looks Backward”
by W.A. Holt (available on-
line). Holt’s book recounts
events as the logging boom
went bust. Ruthless “cut
and run” practices deci-
mated the pines; a second
cutting took out the hard-
woods. Thankfully, the Ci-
vilian Conservation Corps,
a key part of FDR’s New
Deal, restored much of the
woodlands. The Forest Ser-
vice, founded in 1905, has
been tasked with preserv-
ing them.

The first newspapers
published in the county
were the Oconto Pioneer in
1859 and The Lumberman
in 1864.

The Oconto Report-
er was founded in 1871,
gradually absorbing other
publications and operating
as the Oconto County Re-
porter. The Oconto County
Times Herald was created
in 1952 by combining the
Oconto Falls Herald, found-
ed in 1899, and the Gillett
Times, which published its
first issue in 1927.

Over the past century,
Oconto County has floun-
dered and flourished. Ma-
jor employers like Bond
Pickle, Carver Yachts and
Suring Even-Flo closed,
but the beat goes on with
employers like ST Paper in
Oconto Falls and Nicolet
Plastics in Mountain.

There are two first-rate
hospitals, Bellin Health
in Oconto and HSHS St.
Clare Prevea in Oconto
Falls. Quality public schools
operate in Gillett, Lena,
Oconto Falls, Oconto and
Suring. Six exceptional in-
dependent libraries meet
the demand for 21st cen-
tury services.

All of this and so much
more happens despite
unique geographic and
demographic  challenges.
Shaped like three steps,
Oconto County is com-
posed of three distinct re-
gions. The most densely
populated is the south-
ern part, the center for

government services. Resi-
dents find work locally and
in the Green Bay area.

The middle section is
rural-agricultural, with
small towns, farms and a
mega dairy operation in
Suring. The northern por-
tion is forested with natu-
ral and man-made lakes. It
relies on retirees, logging
and tourism for economic
survival.

Despite these divergenc-
es, close-knit communities
provide essential services
and help to those in need.

Tasked with accurately
preserving the county’s
past and recording the
present for future genera-
tions is the Oconto County
Historical Society. Founded
in 1940, it showcases its his-
tory with three museums.

The Beyer Home and
Carriage Museum, a re-
stored Victorian home, also
boasts a must-see antique
vehicles collection.

The Copper Culture Mu-
seum is a gem that captures
the area’s Native American
heritage.

Holt and Balcom Log-
ging Camp Museum in
Lakewood is also a trea-
sure. As the oldest logging
camp in America standing
on its original site, it cap-
tures the myth and magic
of the Big Pine Era. All are
well worth a visit.
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Wisconsin Veterans Museum anchors
state’s contribution to time capsule

As part of the America250 national cel-
ebration, a time capsule will be buried on
July 4 at Independence National Historical
Park, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

America’s Time Capsule contains ob-
jects from all 56 U.S. states and territo-
ries and the three branches of the federal
government. The Wisconsin Veterans Mu-
seum contributed items that represent the
state of Wisconsin and its many people.

Wisconsin’s submission includes items
related to Old Abe the Civil War eagle: a
feather of Old Abe’s, a photocard of Old
Abe sold at the 1876 Philadelphia Centen-
nial Exposition and a military badge with
his likeness.

In addition to the Old Abe materials,
letters from Wisconsin’s Gov. Tony Evers,
Lt. Gov. Sara Rodriguez, Secretary of State
Sarah Godlewski, State Supreme Court
Chief Justice Jill J. Karofsky, Wisconsin
Sen. Dianne Hesselbein and Wisconsin
Veterans Museum director Chris Kola-
kowski were sent.

Rounding out the submission are items
from Native nations within the state. Two
of those nations, the Oneida and Stock-
bridge-Munsee, fought with the colonies
during the War of Independence.

“It is an honor to help assemble this
message for generations 250 years in the
future,” Kolakowski said. “As we consid-
ered what to include, Old Abe was a stand-
out choice. He was a star of Wisconsin’s
contribution to the Centennial Exposition
in 1876 and remains an enduring symbol
of the state to this day.”

As an official America250 project,
America’s Time Capsule creates a national
record of the United States at 250 that will
not be seen again until 2276.

About Old Abe Orphaned in the North
Woods, the eaglet was captured by Ogi-
maa Weigiizhig, Chief Sky, of the Lac du
Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chip-

pewa Indians in 1861. The eaglet was sold
and later offered to a militia company in

Eau Claire. The company organized with
the 8th Wisconsin Infantry Regiment for
service to the Union Army.

The eagle was named Old Abe after
President Abraham Lincoln and became
the regiment’s mascot. Old Abe survived
many Civil War battles as he rallied the
troops. His service to the Union resulted
in widespread fame, and his life after the
war reflected the esteem with which Wis-
consin and the nation held him.

As a well-loved veteran, he lived with
a caretaker in the Wisconsin State Capi-
tol when he wasn’t touring the nation in
support of veteran causes. Today, a stat-
ue of him overlooks the State Assembly
Chamber.

A feather from Old Abe is included in
the capsule. When Old Abe died in 1881,
his body was preserved in taxidermy and
remained in the State Capitol. Unfortu-
nately, in 1901, a fire destroyed the build-
ing and Old Abe’s remains.

However, the eagle was such a celeb-
rity that Wisconsin governors would pres-
ent his feathers as gifts to dignitaries and
citizens. These many feathers were re-
turned to the state after the fire to repre-
sent Old Abe and are now in the care of
the museum.

A card with a photograph of Old Abe
from the 1876 centennial celebration is
also included.

Old Abe toured the nation for the cen-
tennial and was exhibited for six months
at the Centennial Exposition in Philadel-
phia. The card is signed by Wisconsin Gov.
Harrison Ludington, himself a descendent
of the American Revolution, with one an-
cestor who was one of George Washing-
ton’s aides-de-camp, Sybil Ludington.

A badge from the 101st Airborne Divi-
sion is the third Old Abe related item in-
cluded. Created in 1921 as the 101st In-
fantry Division in Milwaukee, the division
used Old Abe on their insignia as a nod to
the state’s military tradition.
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