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INGOLD ACQUITTED
Michael Ingold talks with his attorneys, Albert Moustakis, left, and Kelli Thompson during a recess April 28 in Branch II of the Shawano 
County Courthouse.										                         LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Case lasting 4 years
ends in hours with

jury’s not guilty verdict

Shawano-Menominee County Assistant District Attorney Laura Nelson gives her closing ar-
gument April 28 as Shawano County Clerk of Courts Ethan Schmidt takes notes in the 
background. Nelson argued that Michael Ingold’s inconsistencies with statements pointed 
to his guilt in the homicide trial.				             LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

It took almost four years for Michael 
Ingold’s homicide case to come to trial, 
but it took just a few hours for a jury to 
return April 28 and say he wasn’t guilty in 
Sheila Laudon’s death.

Laudon, Ingold’s girlfriend, died in 
June 2022, and initial autopsy results 
showed manual strangulation as the 
cause of death, with a petechial hemor-
rhage in her right eye and another in her 
left eyelid. A revised report that came out 
days before the trial started in early April 
showed the same cause of death but that 
the cluster fractures around her throat 
were actually from the medical examin-
er’s instruments.

INGOLD, continued on page 19

School board 
takes heat 

for staff cut 
decisions

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Cutting positions to eliminate $1.7 mil-
lion in red ink from the 2026-27 Shawano 
School District budget continues to draw 
objections from people to the Shawano 
School Board.

The board voted in February to cut po-
sitions to bring the district in alignment 
with its own student-to-staff ratios after 
learning that existing expenditures would 
leave it well in debt when the time comes 
in October to approve its final budget.

In the current budget, expenditures 
were about $1 million over revenues, 
but the board approved using its fund 
balance to compensate. However, if that 
trend continued, the fund balance would 
be depleted in fewer than five years.

The decision drew objections last 
month. At the April 27 school board 
meeting, objections continued — includ-
ing from Jodi Kozlovsky, who found out 
her position as music teacher at Shawano 
Community Middle School is being elimi-
nated after the current school year. She 
came to the district from Gresham two 
years to fill the position so that Matthew 
Pfantz, who had at the time been teach-
ing music at both SCMS and Shawano 
Community High School, would not burn 
out, she said.

“I am not here to beg for my job,” Ko-
zlovsky said. “I am here to fight for our 
students, for families and for our mu-
sic staff. Regardless of what you decide, 
those are the most important people out 
there.”

Kozlovsky was teaching all the mu-
sic classes, including choir and band, 
at Gresham Community School and felt 
she was not doing the best job teaching 
music with all of those responsibilities, 
feeling overloaded, so she took the SCMS 
position.

“There is talk that I got married, I went 
on my honeymoon, and then I came back 
and quit my job,” Kozlovsky said. “That’s 
not what happened.”

Kozlovsky said she received an un-
signed letter Feb. 25 that her current job 
was something not required for the next 
school year. She received another notice 
March 24 saying her contract would not 
be renewed.

“I was told I was no longer going to be 
here,” Kozlovsky said.

Kozlovsky noted that the cuts include 
voice lessons for SCMS students, some-
thing she thought would ruin the music 
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Natural gas pipeline expansion planned
New compressor 

station to be 
built in Town of 

Waukechon
By KEVIN PASSON

Editor-in-Chief

Plans to expand a natu-
ral gas pipeline in Michi-
gan and Wisconsin, in-
cluding through Shawano 
and Oconto counties, is 
drawing a lot of interest 
from affected residents.

TC Energy, which owns 
and operates the ANR 
Pipeline, held public open 
houses in Shawano and 
Lakewood in late April. 
Meetings were also held 
in Goodman in northern 
Marinette County and in 
Crystal Falls, Michigan, 
the starting point of the 
proposed 92-mile North-
woods Project.

“It is what it is, I guess,” 
said Terry Ondik, a third-
generation landowner of 
property between Gillett 
and Suring.

He and a few neighbor-
ing landowners attended 
the April 27 meeting at 
the Shawano Civic Center 
to learn how the proposal 
would affect them.

“Hopefully it goes 
smoothly,” Ondik said. 
“They’re taking a sec-
tion of our woods, which 
I don’t like. They’ll log all 
the trees off and stump it, 
level it and then bury their 
pipe, and revegetate it or 
whatever they have to do.”

He said the property is 
also good for hunting.

“Over the years, we’ve 

planted a lot of apple 
trees, nut trees, all that,” 
he added.

Craig Summerfield, 
spokesperson for TC Ener-
gy, said the company will 
be working with landown-
ers to secure 50-foot ease-
ments for the new 36-inch 
pipeline that will be built 
right next to the existing 
30-inch pipeline.

“This is a public open 
house for the Northwoods 
Project, which is about 
expanding the existing 
ANR Pipeline that’s going 
through the area as a re-
sult of economic develop-
ment to meet increased 
demand for natural gas,” 
he said.

The new pipeline would 
be 92 miles long, including 

83 miles in Wisconsin and 
9 miles in Michigan. TC En-
ergy will also build a green-
field compressor station in 
the Town of Waukechon in 
Shawano County.

TC Energy provides nat-
ural gas to licensed public 
utilities that, in turn, sup-
ply homes and businesses.

Summerfield estimated 
that construction of the 
pipeline would generate 
about 2,500 jobs and pro-
vide $83 million in taxes, 
the vast majority in the 
Badger State.

Plans for the $700 mil-
lion expansion project 
were pre-filed with the 

Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, and formal 
application will be made 
in the fourth quarter of 
this year. It will take about 
a year to get approval. 
Construction would then 
begin in 2028, with service 
beginning in the fourth 
quarter of 2029.

Questions about the 
project can be directed 
to Summerfield at craig_
summerfield@tcenergy.
com. For more informa-
tion on Northwoods Proj-
ect, visit https://tcenergy.
com/northwoods.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

TC Energy land agent Charles Brock answers questions from a landowner concerned with 
how a proposed pipeline expansion would affect his property.� KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

Craig Summerfield, spokesperson for TC Energy, explains the 
process of building the ANR Pipeline expansion in Wisconsin 
and Michigan. The $700 million, 92-mile project will include 
a new 36-inch pipeline to expand supply and a compressor 
station in Shawano County.� KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

School board OKs pay hikes for all employees
Concerns about 
approving raises 

in one motion 
brought up
By LEE PULASKI

City Editor

The Shawano School 
Board approved more than 
$500,000 in raises for em-
ployees at every level April 
27, but some bristled at the 
idea of approving them all 
in one stroke.

All employees will be 
receiving a 2.63% cost-of-
living increase. Support 

staff will also receive an 
additional 0.37% increase 
to round out the wage hike 
to 3%. Administrators will 
only see the cost-of-living 
increase.

Teachers’ raises, howev-
er, will vary up to 10.4% due 
to market adjustments and 
placement on a new salary 
schedule. The average in-
crease will be about 3.85%, 
according to Bryan Kadlec, 
financial director.

“We see some higher es-
timates for outliers, when 
we look at the comparison 
of this increase with what 
we set up last year, which 
is a little less,” he said.

The measure approved 

by the board also increases 
the starting teacher pay 
from $46,070 to $47,281. 
The measure goes into ef-
fect for the 2026-27 school 
year.

The cost to the district 
for the teacher raises is 
$370,593, $83,174 for sup-
port staff and $50,632 for 
administration, according 
to Kadlec. He said the fi-
nancial projections shared 
with the board included 
a 3% increase to salaries 
across the board, but other 
increases were available af-
ter the district’s insurance 
renewal came in 4% below 
original estimates.

At least two board 

members had an issue with 
approving all the salaries 
instead of approving each 
group separately, although 
only one ultimately voted 
against the raises.

Board member Frank 
Kugel, who voted yes in the 
end, said he’s been getting 
information in the last few 
weeks regarding admin-
istrators and believes the 
board should have some 
voice when it comes to 
their evaluations.

“I taught for 34 years, 
and I know how it goes,” 
Kugel said. “I get infor-
mation on occasion that 
sometimes an administra-
tor is too busy to meet with 

a parent because they have 
a meeting to go to, and 
that just sort of turns me 
wrong.”

Kugel added that par-
ents and students should 
be the top priority for ad-
ministrators, and “meet-
ings can come second.”

Board member Bobbi 
Lemerond, the lone vote 
against the collective rais-
es, also had an issue with 
one vote for everyone.

“I would rather have 
them separated,” Lem-
erond said, adding that 
board members did not 
get their agendas until late 
in the day April 24, which 
only gave her and her 

colleagues the weekend 
to research any issues to 
come to a decision.

“When we’re looking at 
this stuff on the weekends, 
you’re not typically in your 
offices on the weekend,” 
she added. “Especially with 
big issues like this, I would 
like more advanced notice.”

Lemerond said she ob-
jected to not being able to 
see how the pay increase 
breaks down among em-
ployees. She said she feared 
first-year teachers might be 
getting the higher raises 
while veteran teachers get 
lower compensation.

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Foreclosed properties to be sold to village of Gresham
By KEVIN PASSON

Editor-in-Chief

Shawano County will sell 
two properties it foreclosed on 
to the village of Gresham, while 
the fate of two more foreclosed 
pieces of land remains unclear.

The first property, previously 
owned by Ralph Lange, had tax-
es, interest and miscellaneous 
expenses dating back to 2016 
that totaled $113,264.49. It will 

be sold to the village for that 
amount.

Today’s assessed value is 
$12,400.

The second property to be 
sold to the village was owned 
by Scott and Lori Nelson. With 
a current assessed value of 
$4,900, taxes, interest and mis-
cellaneous expenses dating back 
to 2017 totaled $17,535.47. That is 
the amount Gresham will pay 
for the site.

“Shawano County assumed 
ownership of the properties Jan. 
26,” said Emily Kazik, county 
treasurer.

The decision to sell the prop-
erties to the village was made at 
the April 15 meeting of the coun-
ty’s executive committee.

Kazik said the sale price 
would be for the full cost of prop-
erty taxes and interest owed on 
the property including unpaid 
special assessments, water and 

sewer. She added that, per state 
statutes, when selling to a mu-
nicipality, staff time could not be 
charged to municipalities; how-
ever, postage and copies can be 
included.

The county also took control 
of two other properties in Janu-
ary. Their status has yet to be 
determined.

In Mattoon, property previ-
ously owned by Philip Merkle 
has a current appraised value of 

$6,500. Taxes, interest and mis-
cellaneous expenses since 2021 
total $8,714.86.

Land and a house at 502 S. Mis-
sion St., Wittenberg, was formerly 
owned by Ella Mae Decorah. It 
was a current appraised value of 
$43,900. Since 2021, taxes, inter-
est and miscellaneous expenses 
totaled $12,000.76, before the 
county took possession of it.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com
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Tribes get OK for online sports betting
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Wisconsin’s 11 tribal nations 
can now reap the benefits of 
increased gaming revenues by 
offering online sports betting, 
thanks to Gov. Tony. Evers sign-
ing Assembly Bill 601 in April.

“The Menominee Nation 
appreciates the governor’s 
thoughtful approach to this leg-
islation and his clear recogni-
tion that the future of mobile 
sports betting must work for 

all tribal nations,” according to 
a statement from the Menomi-
nee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin. 
“Menominee Nation looks for-
ward to working with the tribes 
and the governor to ensure the 
framework moving forward re-
flects those principles outlined 
and advances equity among all 
tribal nations.”

Under the previous law, it 
was a misdemeanor to make a 
bet in Wisconsin.

This new law excludes from 

the definition of “bet” an event 
or sports wager made by some-
one physically located in this 
state using a mobile or other 
electronic device if the server 
or other device used to con-
duct such event or sports wager 
is physically located on tribal 
lands.

Evers signed the bill but ex-
pressed concerns when doing so.

“When each of the tribal na-
tions in Wisconsin thrive, our 
surrounding communities and 

our state as a whole thrive, too,” 
Evers said. “This bill also rep-
resents an opportunity for rev-
enue paid into the state to sup-
port mental health programs 
and to combat the opioid crisis, 
two issues that I know plague 
both tribal nations and commu-
nities across our state.”

Evers said the legislation is 
the beginning of a conversation, 
not the end of one.

“Each of the 11 tribes must 
now work diligently — and 

together — to shape the future 
of sports betting in Wisconsin,” 
he said. “What I will not accept 
is a plan that fractures this op-
portunity into unequal pieces, 
allowing some tribes to reap 
great benefits while leaving only 
crumbs for others. An approach 
that exacerbates longstanding 
inequalities among tribal na-
tions is not good for Wisconsin-
ites or Wisconsin.”

The tribal nations have begun 
these discussions.

SCHS construction work 
kicks into high gear

Additions near completion; stadium work underway
By LEE PULASKI

City Editor

Efforts to improve Sha-
wano Community High 
School are going to be 
kicking into high gear in 
May, as some of the proj-
ects are coming to com-
pletion while much of the 
work will begin in ear-
nest now that winter has 
ended.

The weight room and 
expanded fitness area fill-
ing the space formerly oc-
cupied by Shawano School 
District offices have been 
under construction dur-
ing the spring due to most 
of the work taking place 
inside. Superintendent 
Kurt Krizan said that area 
is close to being finished.

“They’re looking at put-
ting the flooring in at the 
end of this week,” Krizan 
said during an April 28 
interview.

Flooring for the new 
family and consumer sci-
ence classrooms has al-
ready been completed, 
he said, with cabinetry 
and appliances being the 
next order of business 
for that area. The techni-
cal education expansion 
is also moving along, with 
completion expected in 
June. The expanded areas 
for the theater and music 
classrooms not far be-
hind, he said.

“The idea is to get those 
completed by the end of 
the school year so that 
our teachers can move 
into some of those spots 
so we can start remodel-
ing some of those other 
spots,” Krizan said.

Parking for graduation 
May 15 will be different, 
as half the parking area 
near Martzke Park has 
been dug up for work on 
the athletic stadium to 
be used for football, soc-
cer and track. Krizan said 
the current plan is to have 
existing parking avail-
able for families, while 
students will park at Sha-
wano Community Middle 
School and be bussed to 
the high school and back 
again.

Work is expected to 
commence on the new en-
trance to the school, with 
access from County Road 
B to be between the Union 
and Evergreen streets. 
New striping is already set 
down on County B, and 
work is hoped to be com-
pleted once school ends in 
May.

As for the crown jewel, 
the renovated stadium, 
there have been some hic-
cups due to the weather, 
according to Krizan.

The stadium is still on 
track to be completed by 
August to be ready for 
the new football season, 

Krizan said. The new 
scoreboard recently went 
up, while new bleachers 
and the concession area 
are expected to be upcom-
ing with the concrete foot-
ings in place.

While most of the work 
from the $51.2 million 
referendum is focused 
on SCHS this summer, 
there are some more proj-
ects taking place at other 
schools.

Krizan said new play-
ground equipment is be-
ing put in place at Hill-
crest Primary School, 
while mechanical work is 
slated for Olga Brener In-
termediate School. Both 
schools’ work will take 
place after summer school 
ends in July.

Krizan said the work is 
expected to be completed 
on time and within bud-
get. He noted that the ex-
tremely cold days in Janu-
ary allowed work crews to 
shift from outdoor work to 
completing some interior 
projects.

“It’s taken a little bit 
longer than expected with 
some of the brick work, 
but that was more due to 
lack of labor rather than 
materials or weather,” Kri-
zan said. “I think they’ve 
been able to work around 
it.”

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

The new scoreboard for the Shawano Community High School stadium is already installed as 
other work is underway and expected to be completed by August, when football and soccer 
both start a new season.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
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LARRY A. BAKER
Larry Arthur Baker, 86, 

passed away peacefully 
with his family by his side 
on Easter Sunday, April 5, 
2026.

Larry was born Sept. 
23, 1939, in Shawano to his 
parents, Hugo Baker and 
Viola Baker (nee Themer).

Larry was a graduate 
of Shawano High School. 
He did his undergraduate 
work at Ripon College and 
UW-Stevens Point and his 
graduate work at UW-Mad-
ison. He spent most of his 
career in the paper indus-
try and retired as a senior 
vice president for Wausau 
Papers.

Larry met his future 
wife in high school, though 
their love story truly be-
gan during their college 
years. He was fortunate to 
share his life with his lov-
ing spouse,Virginia Pierre, 
and together they shared 
64 wonderful years of mar-
riage. Their union was 
blessed with four children, 
Betsy, Brad, Stuart and 
Becky.

Larry lived a full and 
active life, always eager to 
be involved in anything 
he could contribute to. A 
natural leader with a strong 
will, he served as an ac-
tive member – and often 

president – of numerous 
organizations and associa-
tions. He was a man of faith 
and a devoted member of 
his church, attending Lu-
theran congregations both 
in his hometown and at his 
vacation home in Florida.

He had a deep love for 
the outdoors and found 
great joy in boating, spend-
ing time on the water and 
being in the woods hunting. 
Larry especially cherished 
time with his family, often 
hosting his famous “cock-
tails cruises” and enjoying 
snowmobiling adventures. 
Many memories were 
made at the family lake 
home in Minocqua, where 
he was a master griller and 
proudly cheered on his fa-
vorite team, the Green Bay 

Packers. He also held a spe-
cial place in his heart for his 
loyal dog, Murphy.

Larry is survived by 
his beloved wife, Virginia 
Baker; his son, Brad (Bar-
bara) Baker, and their chil-
dren, Christian (Megan) 
and Mary Gwen; his son, 
Stuart (Tracy) Baker, and 
their five children, Isabella, 
Lily, Francesca, Quinn and 
Zachary; and his daugh-
ter, Becky (James) Kik, 
and their daughter, Emma. 
He is also survived by his 
great-grandson, Barrett, 
son of Christian and Megan 
Baker.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Hugo 
and Viola Baker; his sister, 
Donna (Ken) Martzke; and 
his daughter, Betsy.

A memorial service will 
be held on Friday, May 22, 
2026, at 11 a.m. at Ascen-
sions Lutheran Church with 
Pastor Pete Warmanen offi-
ciating. Visitation will begin 
at 10 a.m.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions may 
be sent to Ascension Lu-
theran Church, P.O. Box 
940, Minocqua, WI 54548, 
or Nashoba Learning 
Group, Attn: Lauren Dorn, 
10 Oak Park Drive, Bedford, 
MA 01730.

MARY VANNES
Mary Kathryn “Kay” 

Vannes, 83, Little Chute, 
passed away peacefully 
Monday, April 27, 2026. 
She was born Jan. 25, 
1943, to Joyce Launde and 
Stanley LaMaide.

Kay was raised by Joyce 
and Kenneth Lochman in 
Green Bay. She graduated 
from East High School, 
class of 1961. Kay mar-
ried Dale Vannes in 1966, 
and together they shared 
59 wonderful years. Kay 
enjoyed cross stitching, 
knitting, crocheting and 
any craft projects. She was 
also an avid gardener who 
loved her tulips.

Forever in our hearts, 
Mary Kay was a beloved 
wife, mother, grandmoth-
er, great-grandmother 
and friend, leaving a void 
her family cannot fill. She 

lived a life full of love, 
laughter and compassion. 
Her memory is a treasure 
that will be kept forever by 
all who loved her.

She is survived by 
her husband, Dale; 
sons, Chad and Paul; 
12 grandchildren; and 
great-grandchildren.

Kay was preceded in 
death by her son, Sean; 
granddaughter, Kaylie; 
mother, Joyce; stepfather, 
Kenneth; sister, Sharon.

A funeral mass was 
held May 2 at St. Wille-
brord Catholic Church. 

To send online condo-
lences, please go to www.
BlaneyFuneralHome.com.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family request that dona-
tions be made in Kay’s 
name to the American 
Cancer Society or Al-
zheimer’s Association.

“Lord, we thank you for 
the gift of Mary’s life. We 
are grateful for her unwav-
ering faith, her love and 
the kindness she shared 
with others. We ask for 
comfort and peace for all 
who mourn her passing. 
Amen.”

OBITUARIES PUBLIC RECORD
SHAWANO COUNTY 

SHERIFF’S 
DEPARTMENT

May 3
Deputies responded to 

25 incidents, including tres-
passing on Sunrise Avenue 
in the Town of Richmond; 
three 911 calls; three reck-
less driving incidents; two 
traffic hazards; two crashes, 
one involving deer.
May 2

Deputies responded to 
37 incidents, including ha-
rassment on Rose Brook 
Road in the Town of Rich-
mond; fraud on Whitnee Way 
in Bonduel; one 911 call; five 
reckless driving incidents; 
three traffic hazards; one 
welfare check; two crashes.
May 1

Deputies responded to 
41 incidents, including oper-
ating a motor vehicle while 
intoxicated near Lake Drive 
and Park Avenue in the Town 
of Wescott; illegal burning at 
Oconto River Park, W2339 
State Highway 22, Pulcifer; 
intoxication at Kwik Trip, 102 
W. Express Way, Bonduel; a 
vicious animal on Herman 
Street in the Town of Her-
man; suspicious activity 
near state Highway 156 and 
Erb Road in the Town of Na-
varino; two 911 calls; three 
reckless driving incidents; 
four traffic hazards; three 
welfare checks; one crash.
April 30

Deputies responded to 
32 incidents, including op-
erating after revocation near 
North Main and West Third 
streets in Shawano; a dis-
turbance on Balsam Row 
Road in the Town of Wescott; 
suspicious activity on Rods 
Lane in the Town of Washing-
ton; operating after revoca-
tion near state Highway 47-
55 and Cherry Avenue in the 
Town of Wescott; a scam on 
South Ellms Street in Witten-
berg; fraud on Leopolis Road 
in Leopolis; criminal damage 
on Lake Drive in the Town 
of Wescott; bail jumping on 
Park Hill Drive in Gresham; 
two 911 calls; one reckless 
driving incident; one traffic 
hazard; one welfare check; 
two crashes, one involving 
deer.
April 29

Deputies responded to 

24 incidents, including theft 
at Julie’s, 717 Fourth St., 
Mattoon; operating after 
revocation near state High-
way 22 and Friendship Road 
in the Town of Belle Plaine; 
suspicious activity on Belle 
Plaine Avenue in the Town of 
Belle Plaine; a disturbance 
at North Star Casino Resort, 
W12180 County Road A, 
the Town of Bartelme; ha-
rassment on Park Hill Drive 
in Gresham; two 911 calls; 
one reckless driving inci-
dent; one traffic hazard; two 
welfare checks; one crash, 
involving deer.
April 28

Deputies responded to 
33 incidents, including a 
noise disturbance on Coun-
ty Road MM in the Town of 
Richmond; three 911 calls; 
three reckless driving inci-
dents; one traffic hazard; 
one welfare check.
April 27

Deputies responded to 
37 incidents, including bail 
jumping on Lake Drive in 
the Town of Wescott; crimi-
nal damage on Willow Lane 
in the Town of Washington; 
three 911 calls; one traffic 
hazard; one welfare check; 
one crash.

SHAWANO POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

May 3
Officers responded to 35 

incidents, including theft on 
South Main Street; harass-
ment at American Marine, 
830 E. Green Bay St.; theft 
at Walmart, 1244 E. Green 
Bay St.; two reports of an in-
toxicated person near Olson 
and East Richmond streets 
and then near East Lieg Av-
enue and Olson Street; a 
disturbance on South Union 
Street; two reckless driv-
ing incidents; one welfare 
check; two crashes.
May 2

Officers responded to 
24 incidents, including 
suspicious activity outside 
All Season Repair, 1055 
Waukechon St.; identity theft 
on East Richmond Street; 
vandalism on East Lieg Ave-
nue; an assault at Walmart, 
1244 E. Green Bay St.; ille-
gal burning on South Water 
Street; a fight in progress at 
Family Dollar, 413 S. Main 
St.; two 911 calls.

May 1
Officers responded to 21 

incidents, including a dis-
turbance on South Andrews 
Street; a weapon offense 
on South Lincoln Street; 
attempted theft on South 
Union Street; harassment 
on Madison Way; disorderly 
conduct on South Union 
Street; two sexual assault 
reports at undisclosed lo-
cations; criminal damage 
on South Hamlin Street; 
two 911 calls; four welfare 
checks.
April 30

Report not received at 
press time.
April 29

Officers responded to 15 
incidents, including drug of-
fenses on South Andrews 
Street; bail jumping at 
Walgreens, 401 E. Green 
Bay St.; suspicious activ-
ity at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church, 302 S. Main St.; a 
disturbance on East Rich-
mond Street; a sex offense 
at an undisclosed location; 
an assault at Crawford Cen-
ter, 251 Waukechon St.; a 
disturbance on South Wash-
ington Street; a scam on 
Madison Way; one reckless 
driving incident.
April 28

Officers responded to 
32 incidents, including drug 
offense at an undisclosed 
location; a disturbance on 
West Picnic Street; suspi-
cious activity on East Green 
Bay Street; an animal bite 
on East Green Bay Street; 
lewd and lascivious behavior 
at Peoples Express South, 
716 S. Main St.; suspicious 
activity on East Fifth Street; 
suspicious activity outside 
Smokey Joe’s, 538 S. Main 
St.; two 911 calls; one traffic 
hazards; five welfare checks.
April 27

Officers responded to 25 
incidents, including property 
damage at Naborhood Park, 
214 S. Main St.; an internet 
sex crime on South Sawyer 
Street; disorderly conduct 
at Walmart, 1244 E. Green 
Bay St.; criminal damage 
on Estates Lane; two distur-
bance reports at Amerivu Inn 
and Suites, 211 Waukechon 
St.; a disturbance on East 
Richmond Street; two 911 
calls; one welfare check; 
one crash.

McKinnies new president 
of Shawano School Board

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Christine McKinnies reluctantly 
took the reins of the Shawano School 
Board on April 27 during the board’s 
reorganizational meeting when she 
was unanimously named president.

McKinnies is replacing Tim Re-
nard, who served as the board presi-
dent for the past year. Renard was 
nominated but declined to be the 
president for another year. Jeana 
Winslow was also nominated but 
declined the post as well, instead be-
ing named as the board’s vice presi-
dent for another year.

That left McKinnies as the only 
candidate, and when asked if she 
wanted to accept the nomination, 

she hesitated for a moment and 
said, “What else can I do?”

Al Pyatskowit will be the board’s 
clerk for another after being unani-
mously named to the post, while 
John Arens was unanimously named 
to the treasurer position, replacing 
Karen Houston.

The board also had a plaque rec-
ognizing Mike Musolff for his six 
years as a board member, including 
several years as the board president, 
but Musolff did not attend the meet-
ing. No one has filled his seat, so the 
board is expected to find someone 
else to be named in the near future. 
A timeline was not set up at the April 
27 board meeting.

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Shawano School Board member Christine McKinnies, right, takes her seat as the new board president 
April 27 in the conference room at the Shawano School District office as board member Bobbi Lem-
erond looks on.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA



FRIDAY, MAY 8, 2026  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE 5

Elected leaders urge feds 
to approve Kenosha casino

With the public com‑
ment period now closed, 
support from state and 
local elected leaders is re‑
inforcing momentum be‑
hind the Menominee In‑
dian Tribe of Wisconsin’s 
proposed Hard Rock Ca‑
sino and Hotel project in 
Kenosha.

The support also un‑
derscores that the Envi‑
ronmental Assessment 
provides a complete and 
sufficient record for federal 
decision‑making.

In detailed written 
submissions to the U.S. 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
state legislators, city of 
Kenosha leaders, and 
Kenosha County officials 
expressed clear support 
for the project and con‑
curred with the findings 

of the Draft Environmen‑
tal Assessment, which 
concluded the project can 
move forward responsibly 
under federal law without 
significant environmental 
impacts.

A bipartisan group of 
Wisconsin state legisla‑
tors submitted a joint let‑
ter to the BIA highlighting 
decades of collaboration 
between the Menominee 
Tribe and Wisconsin lead‑
ers to bring economic op‑
portunity to the tribe and 
southeastern Wisconsin. 
The letter — signed by 
Reps. Elijah Behnke and 
Jeff Mursau, among oth‑
ers — expressed strong 
support for advancing the 
project based on the exist‑
ing environmental review.

The legislators noted 

that the current proposal 
represents a scaled‑down 
version of earlier plans.

“The strong support ex‑
pressed by state and local 
elected leaders reinforces 
what the Environmental 
Assessment clearly dem‑
onstrates: that this project 
has been thoroughly vet‑
ted and is ready to move 
forward, and any efforts 
calling for more ‘detailed’ 
environmental review are 
just an attempt to delay 
a project that will benefit 
the region and the tribe,” 
said Joey Awonohopay, 
Menominee chairman.

The BIA and the U.S. 
Department of the Interior 
will now review the ad‑
ministrative record as they 
consider final action on the 
project.

Casimir Pulaski Days 
canceled for 2027

The Casimir Pulaski Days celebration 
will not be held in 2027, organizers an‑
nounced following an April 22 meeting. 
While this longstanding community tradi‑
tion will not take place next year, the or‑
ganization is leaving the door open for its 
return in the future.

“This was not an easy decision,” ac‑
cording to a statement from representa‑
tives with Promote Pulaski. “Casimir Pu‑
laski Days has been a meaningful part of 
our community for generations. However, 
in order to continue producing an event 
of this scale, it requires strong and con‑
sistent support across many levels — from 
businesses, sponsors, volunteers and the 
broader community.”

This decision follows a comprehensive 
review of the 2026 event, including finan‑
cial outcomes, volunteer capacity, spon‑
sorship levels and overall community 
participation. Key challenges included re‑
duced funding support, limited business 
participation, increasing operational de‑
mands and volunteer burnout.

The celebration is held across multiple 
days in March each year. It honors Pulaski, 
a heroic figure of the Revolutionary War 
who saved the life of George Washington 
and after whom the village was named.

Activities in 2026 included a jigsaw 
puzzle contest, a polka jam session, live 
music sessions, museum displays and a 
Sunday brunch.

With the pause of the 2027 event, the 

nonprofit organization Promote Pu‑
laski will take time to refocus its efforts, 
strengthen its foundation and explore 
new opportunities that align with long-
term sustainability.

Promote Pulaski is actively seeking:
• Businesses willing to take an active 

role in future events and initiatives.
• Community partners and organiza‑

tions interested in collaboration.
• Volunteers and leaders ready to help 

shape the future of Pulaski.
• New ideas and creative approaches to 

keep Pulaski vibrant and visible.
“There has to be a shared investment,” 

the statement read. “For events like this 
to succeed, businesses and organizations 
need to have a stake in the outcome. When 
that happens, momentum builds and sus‑
tainability becomes possible.”

Promote Pulaski acknowledges the re‑
alities many volunteers face, balancing 
full-time careers, families and community 
involvement. Moving forward, the goal 
is to develop stronger systems, shared 
leadership and sustainable processes that 
support people and progress.

Community members, businesses 
and organizations interested in getting 
involved in future initiatives are encour‑
aged to reach out and be part of the 
conversation.

Email promotepulaski@gmail.com or 
call Tammy or Bruce Brzeczkowski at 
920-822-4450.

Program could spur more 
investment in Shawano

Tax incentives 
offered through 

Opportunity Zone

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-Chief

A revamped federal pro‑
gram could lead to housing 
and commercial invest‑
ment in Shawano, accord‑
ing to several people who 
spoke at a chamber of com‑
merce program April 29.

Opportunity Zones, first 
created in 2017 and oper‑
ated through the White 
House, are now a perma‑
nent part of the U.S. De‑
partment of Housing and 
Urban Development.

“It’s a federal capital 
gains incentive for an equi‑
ty investment into a real es‑
tate transaction, a business 
transaction or anything like 
that in a low-income com‑
munity or census tract,” 
Ethan Hollenberger, HUD 
senior adviser in the Great 
Lakes Region, told those 
attending the Shawano 
Country Chamber of Com‑
merce Progress Summit.

“It’s a tax deferral on the 
front end. You have (capi‑
tal) gains; you invest it in an 
opportunity zone. The cap 
gains that you owe the gov‑
ernment is now deferred, 
but it’s also stepped down. 
Then, when you sell after 
10 years, there’s no capital 
gains on that investment.”

Opportunity Zones are 

now permanent, with new 
designations (OZ 2.0) be‑
ing finalized in 2026 to 
remain in effect through 
2036. Qualifying projects 
include housing, commer‑
cial (office and retail) real 
estate, hospitals, hospital‑
ity, industrial and manufac‑
turing, farming and oper‑
ating businesses. Casinos 
and “sin” businesses are 
ineligible.

“You still want to invest 
in a good deal. The tax in‑
centives shouldn’t wag the 
tail of the proverbial dog,” 
said Jake Caelwaerts, prin‑
cipal at CliftonLarsonAllen. 
“This is a terrific opportu‑
nity to make a good invest‑
ment into a great invest‑
ment. It’s not going to make 
a bad investment good. 
Always make sure you like 
the investment on its merits 
without the tax benefits.”

Tadych Investment Part‑
ners LLC has four luxury 
apartments under its belt, 
two in De Pere and one each 
in Neenah and Appleton. 
The Neenah and Appleton 
projects were constructed 
in Opportunity Zones.

“We looked at a property 
here in Shawano a couple 
years ago. Unfortunately, 
that didn’t get to the finish 
line,” said Jason Tadych, 
principal and owner at TIP. 
“We’re looking at another 
one again here over the 
last several months, and 
we’re hoping to be able 
to announce something a 
little more concrete in the 

coming months.”
Wisconsin currently 

has about 120 Opportunity 
Zones created under the 
2017 startup program. The 
actual zones are named 
by the governor, and Tony 
Evers is expected to an‑
nounce the locations of 100 
or so designated areas in 
the fall.

Wisconsin also has tax 
credits and incentives tied 
to this program, one of a 
few states that does so.

Right now, not all of Sha‑
wano is in a designated 
zone, according to Peter 
Thillman, executive direc‑
tor of Shawano County Eco‑
nomic Progress Inc. Cur‑
rent boundaries are north 
of County Road B, the west 
side of Main Street, Green 
Bay Street and County 
Road BE to County Road B.

“Only a quarter of down‑
town is in the Opportunity 
Zone,” he said. “This side of 
the street is in it; that side 
of the street’s not in it. In 
the next round, both sides 
of the street are eligible. We 
have a lot of vacant prop‑
erty north of Green Bay 
Street that would be ripe 
for development.”

Hollenberger said it’s 
important for officials to 
be prepared to explain why 
all of Shawano should be 
selected. It’s important for 
investors to be ready when 
the time comes to take full 
advantage of the program.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

Members of the Shawano Country Chamber of Commerce listen to a presentation about 
a federal tax incentive program geared toward spurring investment in designated census 
tracts. Tax deferrals and tax breaks are offered to investors for housing and commercial 
projects.� KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA
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Saturday, May 2
Brookfield Central 

Lancer Invitational
Pulaski’s girls collected 

81 points and placed third 
among 16 teams in Brook-
field, while the boys had 62 
points and placed fourth 
among 23 teams.

Emerson Fabry won the 
800-meter run in 2:33.19 
and the 1,600-meter run in 
5:13.22.

Maggie Gerth won the 
3,200-meter run in 11:23.13.

The best finish among 
the boys was Arden Gil-
len, who placed second in 
the 3,200-meter run. The 
4x800-meter relay team 
of Bryce Voelz, Parker 
Marshall, Gillen and Cart-
er Ryskoski also placed 
second.

Thursday, April 30
Oconto Falls 

Invitational
Oconto Falls girls 

earned 101 points and fin-
ished second among 15 
teams it their home invite. 
The boys tallied 72 points 
and placed fifth among 14 
teams.

Bonduel’s girls were 
third with 80 points, with 
Lena/St. Thomas Aquinas 
Academy scoring 29 points 
and placing eighth.

The boys from Bonduel 
had 75 points and placed 
fourth, while Lena/STAA 
had 42 points and placed 
ninth.

The Panthers’ Macken-
zie Lotto was best in the 
300-meter hurdles at 53.59, 
and Brooke Fenlon won 
the long jump at 15-05.

Bonduel’s Peyton 
Westrich won the 400-me-
ter dash in 1:01.80.

The foursome of Mariah 
Wondra, Lillian Burrack, 
Amelia Wilcox and Pay-
ten Bierhals was fastest in 
the 4x800-meter relay in 
10:36.06.

The best finish for Lena/
STAA came from the 4x200 
and 4x400 teams, each tak-
ing third. Kaitlyn Borkovec, 
Hailee Collar, Brynn Heise 
and Hayden McNurlen 
rand the 4x200, and Alisa 
Finger, Kate Peters, Heise 
and Abby Kostreva ran the 
4x400.

For the boys, Oconto 
Falls was led by the 4x400 
team of Brady Bursa, Gage 
Shallow, Nathaniel White 
and Croix Gardebrecht in 
3:48.67. Bursa also won the 
long jump at 21-04.

Bonduel’s Gage Ander-
son won the 800-meter run 
in 2:12.22. The 4x800 team 
of Garrett Anderson, Gage 
Anderson, Joah Dwornic-
zak and Oliver Chitwood 
won in 8:58.28.

For Lena/STAA, there 
were a couple of second-
place finishes.

Zander Thomson was 
runner-up in the 110-me-
ter hurdles and the long 
jump. The foursome of Lu-
cas Heimke, Max Peterson, 
Erik Kosch and Thomson 
placed second in the 4x400.

TC Invite
With 89 points, Witten-

berg-Birnamwood’s girls 
placed second among 11 
teams at Tri-County High 
School in Plainfield. Mar-
ion/Tigerton was seventh 
with 46.5 points.

For the boys, Witten-
berg-Birnamwood finished 
fourth among 12 teams 
with 69 points. Marion/
Tigerton earned 35 points 
and placed ninth.

Taking first for the Wit-
tenberg-Birnamwood girls 
were Harper Rogwoski 
in the 800-meter run in 
2:34.50; Harper Krull in 
the 300-meter hurdles in 
52.06; the team of Deajiah 
Cornelius, Krull, Rogwoski 
and Eleanor Tassler in the 
4x400 in 4:41.18; and Krull 
in the long jump at 15-08.

Marion/Tigerton’s best 
finish was from Presley 
Stewart-Rolf, who placed 
second in the discus.

Winning for the Witten-
berg-Birnamwood boys 
was Aydrean McGeshick 
in the 200-meter dash in 
23.89 and in the 400-meter 
dash in 54.55,

Marion/Tigerton boys 
had their best finish from 
Caleb Stern, who was sec-
ond in the 200-meter dash.

Tuesday, April 28
Bay Conference 

Triangular
Shawano’s boys track 

and field team won first 
place with 120.5 points and 
the girls placed third with 
51 at Seymour.

The boys captured sev-
eral gold medals includ-
ing Bryce Lammers in the 
100-meter dash in 11.74 
and the 200-meter dash in 
23.92.

Winning in the 800-me-
ter run was Joshua Les-
perance in 2:15.73. Beck-
ett Hendricks won the 
1,600-meter run in 5:17.85, 
and Quinten Harkey won 
the 3,200-meter run in 
12:00.16.

The Hawks won all four 
relay races.

The 4x100 title went 
to Aiden Rasmussen, 
Heriberto Rubio, Sosaeh 
Tepiew and Joseph Klein-
schmidt in 46.10. the 4x200 
was won by Nolan Klein-
schmidt, Cyprien Barbier, 
Ryder Herm and Wyatt 
Schroeder in 1:42.72.

Ryan Schwitzer, Maver-
ick Theis, Cambren Zeuske 
and Lesperance won the 
4x400 in 3:49.54. Winning 

Fabry, Gerth 
lead Pulaski 
at Brookfield

TRACK, continued on page 13

Panthers baseball team 
wins 1 DH, loses another
Saturday, May 2
Little Chute 12, Oconto Falls 1
Little Chute 5, Oconto Falls 2
Oconto Falls dropped both games 

in a doubleheader to Little Chute 
12-1 and 5-2.

In the first game, Trace Brehmer 
hit 2-for-2 with a walk, and Logan 
Berg was 1-for-3 with a run scored.

The losing pitcher was Teagan 
Tate. In 3 1/3 innings, he allowed six 
runs on seven hits, walked three and 
struck out three.

In the second game, Carter Her-
oux, Landon Delfosse, Brehmer and 
Tate all doubled.

JJ Pytleski took the loss on the 
mound. In six innings, he allowed 
five runs on six hits, walked four and 
struck out two.

Friday, May 1
Pulaski 8, Appleton East 7
The Red Raiders scored a run in 

the top of the eighth inning to beat 
Appleton East 8-7. Eli Heuser and 
Eddie Van Roy each had a pair of 
RBIs, and Van Roy also had a double.

Brock Wiedeman was the win-
ning pitcher. In five innings, he gave 
up two runs on four hits, walked one 
and struck out three.

Other scores: Bonduel 6, Peshti-
go 5; Wausau West 11, Wittenberg-
Birnamwood 1; Rosholt 14, Marion 4.

Thursday, April 30
Niagara 7, Gillett/Suring 2
Gillett/Suring committed 7 errors 

in its 7-2 loss to Niagara.
Weyauwega-Fremont 10, 

Menominee Nation 3
Four Eagles pitchers allowed 6 

hits in a 10-3 loss to the Warhawks.
Sheboygan North 3, Pulaski 2
Braun Wotruba hit 2-for-3 with 1 

run scored in the Red Raiders’ 3-2 
loss to Sheboygan North.

Eli Heuser was the losing pitcher. 
In 1 1/3 innings, he allowed 1 hit and 
1 run.

Other scores: Bonduel 3, Iola-
Scandinavia 1; Marion 12, Gresham 
3; Shawano 3, Menasha 2.

Tuesday, April 28
Oconto Falls 10, Clintonville 0
Oconto Falls 4, Clintonville 2
Oconto Falls won both ends of 

a doubleheader baseball contest 
against Clintonville by scores of 10-0 
and 4-2.

In the opener, Landon Delfosse hit 
1-for-2 with a walk, two runs scored 
and an RBI. Carter Heroux was 1-for-
3 with a double and an RBI.

Teagan Tate was the winning 
pitcher. In four innings, he allowed 
one hit while striking out seven.

In the nightcap, Tate hit 2-for-3 
with a double, a walk and two runs 
scored. Delfosse was 2-for-3 with a 
run scored, and Trace Brehmer hit 
1-for-3 including a three-run home 
run and a walk.

Heroux won on the mound for the 
Panthers. In four innings, he allowed 
one run on two hits, walked two and 
struck out six.

Wittenberg-Birnamwood 3, 

Amherst 2
Carson Meverden hit 3-for-4 with 

a pair of RBIs as Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood defeated Amherst 3-2 in a 
CWC-East contest.

Eddie Nowinsky had the other 
RBI for the Chargers.

Other scores: Tigerton 5, Marion 
4; Brillion 14, Bonduel 8; Shawano 
5, Menasha 4; Gillett/Suring 11, 
Wausaukee 10.

Monday, April 27
Pulaski 13, Green Bay South-

west 0
Four Pulaski pitchers combined 

to toss a no-hitter in the Red Raid-
ers’ 13-0 shutout win over Green Bay 
Southwest.

Matt Heck was 1-for-2 with three 
RBIs, and Ed Heuser was 2-for-3 for 
two RBIs. Braun Wotruba and Brock 
Wiedeman each hit a double.

Heuser, a sophomore, was the 
winning pitcher. In two innings, he 
walked one and struck out four.

Shawano Community High School senior Ayden Bystol pitches against the Menasha Bluejays on April 28 with Tristan Lawe 
looking on from the infield.							                       KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

Shawano first baseman Brayden Carpenter steps toward the bag the to force out 
a Menasha runner as pitcher Ayden Bystol joins in the play as backup.

KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA



SOFTBALL,                  
continued on page 13

Saturday, May 2
Tri-County 7, Lena/

STAA 6
The Wildcats topped the 

Titans 7-6 in Lena.
With the loss, Lena/

STAA moves to 0-5 on the 
season.

Friday, May 1
Stevens Point 11, Pu-

laski 1
Molly Molthen was 

1-for-2 with a double and 
a run scored in the Red 
Raiders’ 11-1 loss to the 
Panthers.

Ella Maroszek had Pu-
laski’s RBI.

Marion 12, Rosholt 12
Marion and Rosholt 

ended their seven-inning 
contest in a 12-12 tie.

The Mustangs were 
trailing 12-5 after five in-
nings but scored seven 
runs in the sixth inning to 
tie the game.

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood 22, Menominee 
Nation 0

Zoey Thorson hit 3-for-
3 with a double, five RBIs 
and three runs scored as 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood 
shut down Menominee 

Nation 22-0.
The Eagles did not mus-

ter a hit in the game that 
ended after four innings 
following an 11-run scoring 
barrage in the top of the fi-
nal inning.

Chloe Hanson hit 4-for-
4 with four RBIs and four 
runs scored. Kennedy 
Benbo hit 3-for-3 with a 
double, two RBIs and a run 
scored.

Brie Ladika and Jayda 
Moenke each had two hits.

Arianna Inderdahl 
pitched all four innings. 
She walked six and struck 
out eight.

Seymour 5, Shawano 
1

Riley Krueger and Ayan-
na O’Kimosh each had a 
double in the Hawks’ 5-1 
loss to the Thunder.

Other scores: Den-
mark 11, Oconto Falls 1; 
Denmark 20, Oconto Falls 
4; D.C. Everest 14, Pulaski 
9.

Thursday, April 30
Menominee Nation 20, 

Weyauwega-Fremont 7
Gloriana Wayka hit 

3-for-3 with a triple, 5 
RBIs and 4 runs scored as 
the Eagles dominated the 

Warhawks 20-7.
Vanessa Madosh had 

2 RBIs and a run scored, 
while Avani Nieves hit 
2-for-2 with a double at 2 
RBIs. Natalie Peters also 
had 2 RBIs, 4 runs scored 
and a triple. Whiloe Win-
dorski also scored 4 runs.

Cecilia Grignow pitched 
3 innings to pick up the 
win. She gave up 4 runs on 
1 hit, walked 2 and struck 
out 4.

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood 18, Amherst 1

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood’s bats pounded out 
21 hits as the Chargers beat 
the Falcons 18-1.

Jayda Moenke hit 4-for-5 
with 6 RBIs, 2 runs scored 
and a triple. Zoey Thorson 
hit 4-for-4 with an RBI, a 
double and 2 runs scored.

Chloe Hanson and Me-
gan Fischer each connect-
ed on a double.

Rory Salvesen had 3 
RBIs, while Brie Ladika 
and Madison Fisher each 
had 2.

Kendall Lex pitched all 
5 innings. She allowed 1 
runoff 5 hits and struck out 
2.

Bonduel 6, 

Iola-Scandinavia 2
Bonduel batters had 16 

hits in a 6-2 win over the 
Thunderbirds.

Marlie Hartman was 
3-for-4 with a double, 2 
RBIs and 2 runs scored. 
Haley Conradt hit 2-for-3 
with a double, an RBI and 
2 runs scored.

Gracyn Wudtke, Allison 
Zernicke Mary Margelof-
sky each hit 2-for-3, and 
Juliana Jacobs was 2-for-4.

Maddie Hart hit a 
double.

Every Thompson 
pitched all 7 innings for the 
win. She allowed 2 runs on 
3 hits, walked 3 and struck 
out 9.

Shawano 10, New 
London 4

The Hawks scored 6 
runs in the second to blow 
open the game and beat 
the Bulldogs 10-4.

Amiyah O’Kimosh hit 
3-for-4 with a double, a run 
scored and 3 RBIs.

Jacey Cowden hit 2-for-
4, and Jaelyn Hietpas hit 
2-for-3. Each scored twice.

Gracee Johnson hit 
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Red Raiders tennis team 
goes 2-2 in Wausau

Saturday, May 2
In a two-day tourna-

ment at Wausau West, Pu-
laski tennis players topped 
Wausau East and Wausau 
West but lost to Marshfield 
and Rhinelander.

Pulaski 4, Wausau 
East 3

The Red Raiders won 
three singles matches and 
one doubles match to beat 
Wausau East 4-3.

Thoma Pannatier, Jo-
nah Drevs and Aaron Tri-
jueque Ruiz were victori-
ous in singles play, with 
Simon Banaszynski and 
Liam Ford winning at No. 
3 doubles.

Pulaski 4, Wausau 
West 3

Pannatier, Drevs and 
Trijueque Ruiz also won 
their singles matches 
against Wausau West. 
They were joined by a 
doubles win by Mahmoud 
Hassan and Arthur Ionin 
to beat their hosts 4-3.

Marshfield 6, Pulaski 
1

Drevs notched the only 
win for the Red Raiders in 
a 6-1 loss to Marshfield.

At No. 3 singles, Drevs 
defeated Alex Koplitz 6-2, 
6-0.

Rhinelander 4, Pu-
laski 3

Rhinelander edged Pu-
laski 4-3 with a a pair of 
singles wins and a pair of 
doubles wins.

Drevs, who won each 
of his four matches in 

the tournament, defeated 
Henry Bonardelli 6-1, 6-0.

Trijueque Ruiz also 
won 6-3, 6-3.

At No. 3 doubles, Ban-
aszynski and Liam Ford 
defeated Braydon Lorman 
and Roan Childs 7-5, 2-6, 
10-5.

Thursday, April 30
Sheboygan North 6, 

Pulaski 1
Pulaski’s Jonah Drevs 

took Sheboygan North’s 
Reegan Cantrall into extra 
games to pull out a 6-2, 7-6 
(5) win at No. 3 singles, the 
only one for the Red Raid-
ers in a 6-1 loss.

At No. 4 singles, Pu-
laski’s Aaron Trijueque 
Ruiz lost a close contest to 
Joshua Nelson, who pre-
vailed 6-3, 7-6 (2).

Oriol Capella Rodon 
and Thoma Pannatier also 
lost their singles matches.

Doubles teams that lost 
were Oscar Delmarcelle 
and Lucas Ford, Conrad 
Kreutzberg and William 
Gosse, and Liam Ford and 
Alex Klopotic.

Other scores: Shawa-
no 5, Fox Valley Lutheran 
2.

Tuesday, April 28
De Pere 7, Pulaski 0
Pulaski tennis players 

were shut out 7-0 by De 
Pere.

The closest contest was 
the No. 4 singles match 
when Jackson DeCleen 
defeated Aaron Trijueque 
Ruiz 6-4, 3-6, 10-3.

Chargers explode for
56 runs in 3 big wins

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Wittenberg-Birnamwood’s softball team found their groove last week, scoring 56 runs in three wins.  Two of the wins were 
by shutout, while the Chargers only allowed one run in the other game. The big victories sandwiched a 10-5 loss to Amherst.

TINA BACON
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Hawks’ boys, girls basketball 
coaches won’t be returning

Both the boys and girls 
basketball teams at Sha-
wano Community High 
School will have new 
coaches next season.

Kayla Brendemuehl, ac-
tivities and athletics direc-
tor, sent letters to players 
and families in April an-
nouncing the changes.

Girls coach Ryan Koe-
nig announced that he is 
resigning after 14 seasons.

In his time at Shawano, 
beginning in 2012, Koe-
nig coached the team to 

multiple winning seasons 
and coached the Hawks to 
the sectional finals the last 
two seasons.

As a Shawano coach, 
Koenig eclipsed the 150-
win mark and had six win-
ning seasons.

District officials said 
all scheduled basketball 
activities will continue as 
planned to maintain sta-
bility for players during 
the transition.

Matti Koehler will 
serve as interim head 
coach while the district 
searches for a permanent 

replacement.
In a separate letter to 

players and families, Bren-
demuehl said Dave Am-
brosius will not be return-
ing to the boys program.

The district says all 
scheduled basketball ac-
tivities, including open 
gyms, summer league and 
workouts, will continue 
as planned during the 
transition.

Macguire Flood will 
serve as interim head 
coach while the district 
seeks for a permanent 
replacement.

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Lacrosse teams play tough in losses
Saturday, May 2
Sun Prairie United 11, 

Pulaski 3 (boys)
Anthony Ficari scored 

twice and Ricky Thomson 
scored once in Pulaski’s 
11-3 loss to Sun Prairie 
United. Gabe Smith had 
an assist.

Goaltender Porter 

Trudell had 9 saves.
Thursday,April 30
Appleton United 14, 

Pulaski 1 (girls)
Appleton United im-

proved to 3-0-1 in the Bay 
Valley Conference and Pu-
laski dropped to 0-5 fol-
lowing a Red Raiders’ 14-1 
loss.

Appleton United 18, 
Pulaski 3 (boys)

Tuesday, April 28
Oneida Nation 15, Pu-

laski 3 (boys)
Sun Prairie United 5, 

Pulaski 2 (girls)
Monday, April 27
Bay Port 17, Pulaski 3 

(boys)

Saturday, May 2
Appleton North 2, Pu-

laski 1
Appleton North scored 

twice in the second half to 
beat Pulaski 2-1 in De Pere.

Friday, May 1
Neenah 3, Pulaski 0
Pulaski opened play in 

De Pere with a 3-0 shutout 
loss to the Rockets.

Thursday, April 30

Winneconne 13, Sha-
wano 0

Harper Neace scored 
five goals to lead Win-
neconne to a 13-0 shutout 
over Shawano at Bonduel 
High School.

Tuesday, April 28
Pulaski 0, Sheboygan 

North 0
The Pulaski girls soc-

cer team traveled to 

Sheboygan for a Fox River 
Classic Conference match-
up against Sheboygan 
North.

The Red Raiders and 
Golden Raiders contest 
ended in a 0-0 draw.

Pulaski goalkeeper 
Lucia Di Gennaro had 3 
saves in the shutout draw.

Other scores: Shawa-
no 1, Merrill 0.

Pulaski soccer comes up empty in De Pere
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Behnke is medalist on Marinette course
Saturday, May 2
MACC Fund 

Invitational
Pulaski golfers placed 

sixth and Oconto Falls 
was 26th among 32 teams 
at The Club at Lac La Belle 
near Oconomowoc.

The Red Raiders tal-
lied 316, and the Panthers 
scored 365.

Pulaski junior Bradin 
Schultz scored 73, tied for 
the fourth-best score. Also 
scoring for Pulaski were 
Brady Hayward at 75, Ben 
Klarner at 83 and Casey 
Madlem at 85.

Scoring for Oconto 
Falls were Dylan Clark at 
82, Carson McDermid at 
84, Brock McDermid at 96 
and Austin Anderson at 
103.

Friday, May 1
Seymour Thunder 

Invitational
Oconto Falls placed 

10th among 18 teams with 
a 346 at Crystal Springs 
Golf Course.

Scoring for the Pan-
thers were Brock Mc-
Dermid with 83, Carson 
McDermid with 85, Dylan 
Clark with 87 and Braden 
Holl with 91.

Will Allen carded a 98.
FRCC Mini-Meet #3
Pulaski senior Brady 

Hayward scored 35 and 
was the medalist at Mid-
Vallee Golf Course in De 
Pere.

He paced the Red 

Raiders to a fourth-place 
finish with a 160.

Casey Madlem and 
Bradin Schultz each 
scored a 40, and Christian 
Weinberger had a 45.

Ben Klarner carded a 
46.

M&O Conference 
Mini-Meet #3

Lena junior Tanner 
Behnke scored an 83 and 
was medalist at Little River 
Country Club in Marinette.

Lena had three players 
in the top 10, and Gillett 
had two. As a team, Lena 
was second with 352, and 
Gillett was third with 367.

Lena’s Cooper Demmith 
had the second-best score 
at 84, while Lucas Mongiat 
had 86 and Zander Thom-
son had 99.

Brayden Graef carded 
a 104.

For Gillett, it was Bra-
dyn Kiedrowski with 88, 
Brody Halla with 89, and 
Katelyn Sturm and Chase 
Rosenlund each with 95.

Parker Jenerou carded 
a 112.

Thursday, April 30
CWC Mega-Meet 2
A pair of golfers each 

from Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood and Menominee 
Nation/Gresham scored 
in the top 12 at Shamrock 
Heights Golf Course in 
New London.

For the Chargers, Ro-
man Johnson had 80, and 
George Seegmiller had 
82. For the Eagles, Gabe 
Boivin scored 83, and 

Elliott Penass had 86.
“It was a very cold day, 

but I was very pleased with 
how Roman and George 
played,” Chargers coach 
Chris Bartletti said. “For 
the second meet in a row, 
Roman scored his lowest 

round as a varsity player, 
and George rebounded 
from a poor performance 
to take 10th overall. As 
a team we could benefit 
from a couple other de-
cent scores, but we didn’t 
lose ground.”

In team scores, 
Menominee Nation/Gresh-
am placed third with 363, 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood 
was sixth with 373, Mari-
on was seventh with 382, 
Lena was 11th with 433, 
and Bonduel placed 12th 

with 462.
Also scoring for Witten-

berg-Birnamwood were 
Nichols Flak at 105 and 
Emerson Vanorder at 106.

Grant Hanson carded 
113.

Joining Boivin and Pe-
nass for Menominee Na-
tion/Gresham were Allex 
Mahl with 89 and Pepeak-
echiseah Cleveland with 
105.

Anikohsaeh Corn card-
ed 107.

Marion’s scores were 
Javen Prickette at 95, Eli-
jah Scheef and Collin Gro-
gan at 95 each, and James 
Nolan at 97.

Jarren Faehling carded 
105.

For Lena, Cooper 
Demmith scored 88, Tan-
ner Behnke scored 95, Lu-
cas Mongiat had 108, and 
Ruger Potter scored 142.

Clay Peters carded 170.
Bonduel’s scores were 

Cameron Schroeder with 
89, Quinn Wesenberg with 
107, Cory Wussow with 
108 and Brayden Reisner 
with 158.

Tyson Lyons carded 
162.

Wednesday, April 29
Brown County 

Invitational
Pulaski senior Brady 

Howard scored a 76 and 
was the medalist among 
players from nine teams 
at Wander Springs Golf 
Course in Greenleaf.

Lena’s Tanner Behnke (83) and Cooper Demmith (84) took first and second place, respec-
tively, at the St. Thomas Aquinas Invite at Little River in Marinette.	                    CONTRIBUTED

GOLF, continued on page 13

By NEW MEDIA STAFF
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Overall, the Red Raid-
ers had a 337 and tied for 
third place with Denmark.

Also scoring for Pulaski 
were Bradin Schultz with 
86, Ethan Berger with 87 
and Casey Madlem with 
88.

Christian Weinberger 
carded 91.

Tuesday, April 28
CWC Mini-Meet #1
Menominee Nation/

Gresham’s Elliott Penass 
scored an 80 to tie for 
medalist honors at Foxfire 
Golf Course in Waupaca.

Teammate Gabe Boivin 
had an 84, tied for third 
best.

All told, Menominee 
Nation/Gresham placed 
second with 357. They 

were followed by Marion 
in fifth with 384, Witten-
berg-Birnamwood in sixth 
with 406 and Bonduel in 
11th with 510.

Also scoring for 
Menominee Nation/
Gresham were Allex Mahl 
with 94 and Anikohsaeh 
Corn with 99. Kenew 
Awonohopay carded a 
102.

Scoring for Marion 
were Collin Grogan at 91, 
Javen Prickette at 94, Eli-
jah Scheef at 98 and Jar-
ren Faehling at 101.

James Nolan also had 
a 103.

For Wittenberg-
Birnamwood, Roman 
Johnson led with 85. 
Joining him were George 

Seegmiller at 101, Nicho-
las Flak at 102 and Emer-
son Vanorder at 118.

Slade Wierzba had a 
119.

Bonduel’s scores were 
Cameron Schroeder at 
103, Cory Wussow at 106, 
Collin Zuleger at 139 and 
Brayden Reisner at 162.

NEC Mini-Meet #4
Oconto Falls’ Carson 

McDermid scored 82 and 
tied for the fifth-best score 
at Little River Golf Course 
in Marinette.

The Panthers placed 
sixth with a score of 349.

Brock McDermid 
scored 86, followed by 
Dylan Clark with 89 and 
Braden Holl at 92.

Will Allen also had a 94.

Bay Conference Mini-
Meet #5

T.J. Smith and Collin 
Dieck each scored a 44 
in Shawano’s sixth-place 
finish at Ledgeview Golf 
Course in De Pere.

The Hawks had a final 
score of 194.

Joining Smith and Di-
eck were Brayden Mead 
at 52 and Caiden Cappaert 
at 54. Duane Gristeau-
Blanche carded a 55.

M&O Mini-Meet #2
Lena finished third at 

200 and Gillett was fourth 
at 206 on the Oak Crest 
Golf Course in Norway, 
Michigan.

Lena was led by Cooper 
Demmith’s 44, followed 
by Tanner Behnke at 50, 

Lucas Mongiat at 51 and 
Brayden Graef at 55.

Clay Peters carded a 62.
For Gillett, it was Brody 

Halla leading with 46, fol-
lowed by Chase Rosen-
lund at 47, Parker Jenerou 
at 53 and Brandon Slatky 
at 60.

Katelyn Sturm also 
carded a 60.

Monday, April 27
New London Bulldog 

Invitational
Oconto Falls golfers 

scored a 153 and placed 
sixth among a dozen 
teams at Shamrock 
Heights Golf Course.

Carson McDermid’s 76 
put him in a four-way tie 
for the fourth-best score. 
Brock McDermid scored 

a 77.
Braden Holl had an 86.
Shawano did not score 

as a team; as individuals, 
T.J. Smith had an 81, fol-
lowed by Brayden Mead 
with an 89 and Caiden 
Cappaert with a 95.

William Hearden Me-
morial Invitational

Pulaski’s 341 placed the 
Red Raiders fourth among 
eight teams at North-
brook Golf and Grill in 
Luxemburg.

Scoring for Pulaski 
were Bradin Schultz with 
81, Brady Howard with 
85, Casey Madlem with 87 
and Christian Weinberger 
with 88.

Ben Klarner also had a 
91.

GOLF, continued from page 10

1-for-3 with a double, 2 
RBIs and 2 runs scored.

Kadence Meyers also hit 
a double.

Meyers also was the 
winning pitcher, working 
4 innings, giving up 1 run 
and 2 hits, walking 2 and 
striking out 5.

Other scores: Niagara 
7, Gillett/Suring 6.

Tuesday, April 28
Tigerton 9, Northland 

Lutheran 7
Tigerton scored four 

runs in the fifth inning to 
tie Northland Lutheran 7-7 
before adding one run in 
each of the sixth and sev-
enth innings to win 9-7.

Each of the nine Tigers’ 

players had a hit in the 
game — Danika Tiller, Em-
ily Rich, Hailey Erdmann, 
Renata Nordwig, Lillian 
Welch, Jaelyn Brady, Aali-
yah Lederhaus, Myah Dent 
and Mya Smith.

Nordwig, Welch and 
Brady each connected for 
doubles, and Dent hit a 
triple.

Tiller pitched all seven 
innings for the win. She 
allowed seven runs on 
six hits, walked four and 
struck out 12.

Almond-Bancroft 10, 
Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood 5

A six-run third inning 
propelled the Eagles to a 

10-5 win over the Chargers.
Brie Ladika and Jayda 

Moenke each hit 2-for-4 
with two runs scored and 
two RBIs. Kennedy Benbo 
was 2-for-3.

Alexis Traut hit a double.
Kendall Lex took the 

loss on the mound. In 
three innings, she gave up 
eight runs on eight hits.

Freedom 19, Oconto 
Falls 10

Delaney McNichols 
led the Panthers by hit-
ting 3-for-4 with three 
RBIs and two doubles in 
Oconto Falls’ 19-10 loss to 
Freedom.

Izzy Otto hit 2-for-4 and 
scored three times. Katelyn 

Kurek connected for a 
double.

Kurek was the losing 
pitcher. In 4 1/3 innings, 
she gave up 11 runs on 
12 hits, walked two and 
struck out two.

Notre Dame 4, Pulaski 
3

Notre Dame scored 
three runs in the bottom of 
the seventh to come from 
behind and beat Pulaski 
4-3.

Kamrie Dorn hit 1-for-
3 with a pair of RBIs. She 
was also the losing pitcher.

Shawano 3, Xavier 2
Ayanna O’Kimosh hit 

2-for-3 with a run scored, 
and Jacey Cowden hit 

2-for-4 with a run scored 
as Shawano defeated Xavi-
er 3-2.

Kadence Meyers was 
the winning pitcher. In 
seven innings, she gave 
up two runs on seven hits, 
walked five and struck out 
five.

Other scores: Wausau-
kee 6, Gillett/Suring 4; 
Shiocton 14, Menominee 
Nation 3; Shiocton 14, 
Menominee Nation 4.

Monday, April 27
Wittenberg-Birnam-

wood 18, Weyauwega-
Fremont 0

Brie Ladika powered 
her offense with a pair of 
home runs as the Chargers 

blanked the Warhawks 
18-0.

Ladika hit 2-for-2, 
scored 3 times and had 7 
RBIs.

Megan Fisher was 1-for-
1 with a triple, 3 RBIs and 2 
runs scored. Zoey Thorson 
was 2-for-3 with a double, 
2 RBIs and 2 runs scored.

Arianna Inderdahl and 
Chloe Hanson each con-
nected on a double. Ken-
nedy Benbo hit 2-for-2 with 
a triple, 2 RBIs and 2 runs 
scored.

Kendall Lex and Inder-
dahl combined to pitch a 
no-hitter in the 3-inning 
game. Lex got the win. 
Each struck out 1 batter.

SOFTBALL, continued from page 7

the 4x800 were Wyatt 
Ritchie, Parth Vaishnav, Lo-
gan Frechette and Barbier 
in 10:17.82.

Joseph Doperalski won 
the shot put at 45 feet, 2.75 
inches, and Drew Chelberg 
won the discus at 143-10.

Schwitzer won the pole 
vault with a jump of 12 feet.

For the girls, Maci 
Beyer finished first in the 
400-meter dash in 1:03.18, 
and Jillian Guenther won 
the 800-meter run in 
2:44.04.

Taking the top spot in 
the 4x400 were Zoe Sip-
ple, Emma Nielson, Kylie 
Port and Anessa Bantle in 
4:47.62.

Beyer also won the high 
jump at 5 feet, and Tela 
Hopfensperger won the 
pole vault at 8 feet.

Clintonville NEC Meet
Oconto Falls’ girls 

team tallied 140 points 
and earned second place 
at Clintonville. The boys 
scored 103 and placed fifth 
among six teams.

Rylie Shallow won the 
200-meter dash in 27.10.

The Panthers won three 
of the four relay events.

In the 4x100, it was Em-
ery Pagel, Brooke Fenlon, 
Gracie Miller and Shal-
low winning in 50.77. In 
the 4x200, Alexandria 
Braund, Ava Savage, Syd-
ney Braund and Lucy Rip-
ley won in 1:54.95, and in 
the 4x800, it was Evelyn 
Savage, Lily Meissner, Lily 
Caelwaerts and Alison 
Kramer getting the gold in 
13:21.49.

Suring/Gillett Invite

Bonduel’s boys finished 
first with 168 points, and 
the girls were third with 
140 points at Suring.

Suring’s girls were sec-
ond with 153 points, and 
the boys were third with 
105.

Lena/St. Thomas Aqui-
nas Academy took fourth 
on both sides of the ledger. 
The boys had 99.5 points, 
and the girls tallied 86.

Gillett’s girls scored 42 
points for sixth place, and 
the boys had 31 points for 
seventh.

Taking first for the Bon-
duel boys were Malachi 
Gray in the 100-meter dash 
in 11.57.

Griffin Uelmen, Mason 
Ballwahn, Carter Moesch 
and Jack Weier took first 
place in the 4x400 in 

3:39.56, and Gage Ander-
son, Ballwahn, Uelmen 
and Oliver Chitwood won 
the 4x800 in 9:08.35.

Ryan Westrich won gold 
in the shot put at 50 feet, 9 
inches, and the discus at 
139-7.

Suring’s Blake DeGrave 
won the 300-meter hurdles 
in 45.47.

Dayne Ermis, Dyllan 
Flynn, Kroix Kempka and 
C.J. Richard placed first in 
the 4x200 relay in 1:39.07.

Lena/STAA’s Zander 
Thomson captured first in 
the 110-meter hurdles in 
15.75. He also won the long 
jump at 21-5.

Lucas Heimke finished 
on top in the triple jump at 
39-7.

Gillett’s Bradyn Wen-
dorff won the 1,600-meter 

run in 4:43.27 and the 
3,200-meter run in 10:34.15.

For the Suring girls, 
Aliya Cox won the 100-me-
ter hurdles in 16.93 and 
the 300-meter hurdles in 
48.03.

Cox was joined by Gin-
ger Gerndt, Kayler Kempka 
and Lexi Remic in winning 
the 4x400 in 4:23.90.

Chloe Schroeder won 
the discus with a throw of 
80-8.

Bonduel’s Mariah 
Wondra took first in the 
3,200-meter run in 11:43.46.

Winning the 4x800 were 
Katie O’Brien, Wondra, 
Kember Frome and Payten 
Bierhals in 10:49.70.

Morgan Staszak’s effort 
of 29-6 was enough to win 
the shot put.

Paige Biquette finished 

first in the long jump at 16-
2.25, and Peyton Westrich 
won the triple jump at 
33-8.50.

The best finish for Lena/
STAA was second in the 
4x100 with team members 
Abby Kostreva, Hailee Col-
lar, Laila Collar and Brynn 
Heise. Hailee Collar, Heise, 
Hayden McNurlen and 
Kaitlyn Borkovec placed 
second in the 4x200. Sec-
ond in the 4x800 were Ali-
sa Finger, Alexis Maloney, 
Kate Peters and Adrena 
Rabas.

Kostreva was second in 
the long jump.

Gillett’s best placement 
went to Amanda Pate’s 
second-place finish in the 
3,200-meter run and Mag-
gie Kaczmarek’s second-
place throw in the discus.

TRACK, continued from page 6
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Fewer tweets from nature cause for concern
According to the Wiscon-

sin Department of Natural Re-
sources, Wisconsin is home to 
more than 300 species of birds.

Every year thousands of 
birders dress for the weather, 
lace up their hik-
ing boots, douse 
themselves with bug 
spray and don � eld 
glasses in hopes of 
getting up close and 
personal with their 
favorite frequent 
� yers. I’ll pass. I’m 
more of a pour my-
self a cup of co� ee 
person who enjoys 
the bird show out on the deck 
through the patio door glass.

What a performance it is. 
For 24 years, we’ve had a win-
dow view of our feathered 
friends at Otter Run. I know it’s 
early, but I’m concerned about 
the lack of birds this year. As 
of this writing, I’ve seen one 
robin, one chickadee, a pair of 
purple � nches and three gold 
� nches. Unfortunately, we have 
more than enough blackbirds 
and bluejays, obnoxious bullies 
that think they own the place.

Out in the woods, wild tur-
keys and sandhill cranes are 
busy settling in for another 
year. We welcomed back our 

trumpeter swans to the � owage 
in April. This majestic species 
seems as taken with Townsend 
as we are. Everywhere I look, 
it’s a trade-o� . There are more 
loons, but fewer blue herons. 

More gulls, but few-
er bluebirds. More 
woodpeckers, but 
fewer orioles. Ugh.

“Where are all the 
birds?” I asked my 
husband this morn-
ing. “What on earth 
is happening here? 
Or rather, what’s 
happening here on 
earth?”

Jon speculated: “It might 
have been the ice storm, or the 
blizzard, or maybe wind events 
on their migratory routes. Why 
not � re up your laptop and � nd 
out?”

I took his advice, and what I 
learned was more than alarm-
ing. Hard numbers con� rm 
what bird lovers have noticed 
for years. Birds and birdsong 
are disappearing at a worri-
some rate.

According to the Cornell 
University Lab of Ornithology 
(CULO), North America has 2.9 
billion fewer breeding birds 
than in 1970, a loss of nearly 
30%. CULO reports that even 

common, beloved species num-
bers have fallen o�  the cli� .

For example, evening gros-
beak populations have plunged 
90%, wood thrushes 60%, east-
ern meadowlarks 75%, and 
dark-eyed juncos 50%. The 
only groups doing well are rap-
tors, waterfowl and woodpeck-
ers, which is due to the ban on 
harmful pesticides and Endan-
gered Species Act protections.

I’m very familiar with that 
piece of American conserva-
tion history. As a high school 
sophomore in 1962, I read Ra-
chel Carson’s groundbreaking 
bestseller “Silent Spring.” Ra-
chel was henceforward a� ec-
tionately known as the “Bird 
Lady” and for good reason. Her 
book launched a global move-
ment that resulted in a ban on 
DDT.

As I browsed the CULO web-
site, a long-forgotten experi-
ence popped into my brain. 
It was the summer between 
seventh and eighth grade. My 
uncle and aunt owned a gro-
cery store in New London. She 
asked me to babysit my cousins 
while she caught up on book-
work. We were having fun play-
ing in the yard when she came 
out and yelled, “Come inside, 
now!” We didn’t argue even 

though it was a beautiful sum-
mer a� ernoon.

Now those were the days 
before air conditioning, and it 
was sti� ing hot inside. I polite-
ly asked why she had the win-
dows closed and blinds drawn. 
She pointed to the front picture 
window. “Take a look.”

Peering out, I saw a passing 
tanker truck spewing a cloud 
of fog. I’m sure my expres-
sion was a befuddled question 
mark.

“City’s spraying for mosqui-
toes,” she explained. “Not good 
to breathe in that stu� .”

Smart move. That was 10 
years prior to DDT and other 
toxic chemicals being banned. 
Subsequent e� orts to protect 
the environment have had 
some success, but in recent 
years we are going backward. 
Birds might be our canaries in 
the coal mine. What?

Birds are Mother Nature’s 
early warning detectors. They 
are more sensitive to toxic sub-
stances than humans. For two 
centuries, coal miners took ca-
naries into the sha� s to detect 
poisonous gases. These heroic 
little creatures saved thou-
sands of lives.

Like it or not, the dots are 
being connected. The primary 

causes of bird decline also pose 
a grave threat to human life. We 
dismiss the blaring sirens at 
our own peril.

The presence of fewer birds 
in northeastern Wisconsin is 
part of a continent-wide pat-
tern. One major factor is cli-
mate change. Resulting ex-
treme weather events cannot 
be wished away. Add urban 
sprawl, invasive species, land 
and water degradation, air and 
light pollution, collisions with 
vehicles and buildings, and 
endless warfare into the mix. 
That lethal recipe might very 
well have us teetering on the 
edge of a cataclysm.

There is a glimmer of hope. 
The DNR and other environ-
mental groups have been 
mounting e� orts to rescue 
birds by restoring native habi-
tats, protecting breeding and 
wintering grounds, and reduc-
ing stressors. Yet more needs 
to be done, so let’s get at it.

Have we forgotten that Earth 
is the only nesting place hu-
mans currently have available?

Kathleen Marsh is a lifelong educator, 
writer and community advocate. She 

has published eight books, four on the 
history of Townsend, where she and 

husband Jon are happily retired on the 
beautiful Townsend Flowage.

KATHLEEN MARSH
COLUMNIST

Tips help to beautify container gardens
Add color and seasonal interest 

throughout the landscape with contain-
er gardens. Set them in garden beds to 
add vertical interest, place pots of edible 
plants on a patio, deck or balcony for 
convenient picking, and include polli-
nator-friendly plants in con-
tainers to attract and support 
pollinators.

Keep containers looking 
their best with proper selec-
tion, planting and care. As 
always, select plants suited to 
the growing conditions and 
combine those that require 
the same care and growing 
conditions. Drought-tolerant 
plants are more forgiving 
once established if looking to 
reduce maintenance.

Consider function as well as beauty 
when selecting containers. Make sure 
the container has drainage holes, helping 
prevent waterlogged soil that can lead to 
root rot. If the pot lacks drainage holes, 
try double potting. Place plants in a pot, 
like a nursery pot with drainage holes. 
Set this pot on a layer of pebbles in the 
pot that lacks drainage holes. The pebbles 
elevate the pot of plants above excess 
water that may collect. Check throughout 
the growing season and pour excess wa-
ter out of the decorative pot as needed.

Fill containers with a quality potting 
mix that provides adequate drainage yet 
retains moisture. Every gardener seems 
to have a favorite or more o� en struggles 
to � nd one that works best for them. 
Check the label to see what the bag con-
tains and recommendations for its use. 
Planting mixes usually contain peatmoss, 
coir and or compost as well as vermic-
ulate, perlite or rice hulls for drainage. 
Check to see if it is sterilized to kill weed 
seeds and pests.

Proper watering and fertilization are 
key to keeping plants alive and healthy. 
Check the potting mix daily and water 
thoroughly as needed for the plants grow-
ing. Reduce frequency with the help of 
self-watering containers with water res-
ervoirs that provide water over a longer 

period. Mulching the soil in containers 
helps to conserve moisture and irrigation 
systems with timers make it much easier.

Fertilize planters as needed. A slow-re-
lease low nitrogen fertilizer used at plant-
ing and again as needed and according 

to label directions can greatly 
reduce time spent fertilizing. 
These fertilizers provide small 
amounts of nutrients over a 
longer period. Those who pre-
fer to be a bit more hands-on 
can use a liquid fertilizer ap-
plied regularly throughout the 
season according to the label 
directions.

Despite a gardener’s best 
e� ort, insects and diseases 
can impact the health and 
beauty of planters. Regularly 

check plants for any signs of insects, their 
damage and disease. Early intervention 
makes it easier to manage the problem 
and helps minimize the damage.

Remove small populations of insects 
and discolored leaves by hand. Use a 
garden hose and apply a strong blast of 
water to help dislodge aphids and mites. 
Follow this up, if needed, with an organic 
lightweight horticulture oil like Summit 
Year-Round Spray Oil (www.summitre-
sponsiblesolutions.com). These products 
kill the insects they contact but won’t 
harm bene� cial insects that land on a 
plant that has been treated. It is also ef-
fective against powdery mildew and cer-
tain other diseases. As always, read and 
follow label directions for the most e� ec-
tive and safest control.

Adjust container garden designs and 
maintenance to boost their beauty with 
minimal e� ort. Then enjoy a growing 
season of bene� ts these planters provide.

Melinda Myers has written more than 20 garden-
ing books, including the “Midwest Gardener’s 

Handbook, 2nd Edition” and “Small Space 
Gardening.” She hosts The Great Courses “How 
to Grow Anything” streaming courses and the 

nationally syndicated Melinda’s Garden Moment 
radio program. Her website is www.melindamy-

ers.com.Container gardens set in garden beds can add vertical interest and color or act as a screen.
MELINDAMYERS.COM

MELINDA MYERS
COLUMNIST

GARDENING WITH 
MELINDA MYERS
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THEME: 
GRADUATION

ACROSS
1. “____ Louise”
5. Unsolicited email
9. Parentheses, e.g.
13. Not mainstream, as in 
art
15. Heap
16. Chesterfield, e.g.
17. Not sharp
18. Katy Perry’s hit
19. Grammy of sports
20. *Bachelor of Arts, e.g.
23. Autumn mo.
24. Opposite of outs
25. Muslim ruler, respect-
fully
28. Retirement safety net (2 
words)
31. Completely isolate (2 
words)
33. “That feels good!” 
exclamation
34. Programmer’s bane
35. Mozart’s “L’____ del 
Cairo”
36. *Same as #11 Down
40. #me____
42. Paleozoic or Victorian, 
e.g.
43. Yoda: “Do or do not.  
There is no ____”
44. River port in Belgium
47. Not figurative
51. Wavelike patterned silk
52. “For ____ a jolly...”
53. Bass product
54. *Student speaker at 
graduation, usually
59. Regrettably, exclamation

61. Immanuel ____, German 
philosopher
62. Fortune teller’s props
63. Welcome ____, pl.
64. “Cogito ____ sum”
65. Subdivision of an act
66. Olden day “you”
67. Whitetail, e.g.
68. Late actor Kristofferson

DOWN
1. Type of ape
2. Twist together
3. Not products, in chem-
istry
4. Dietary mineral
5. Spring, ____, sprung
6. Devoutly religious
7. Winglike
8. F te des M res honoree
9. Industrial plastic
10. Luxury furniture wood
11. *Part of graduation 
regalia
12. Slovenly abode
14. Pilot’s estimate, acr.
21. Fire starter
22. Santa ____ winds
26. Half of NFL
27. *BA alternative
29. Same as Dao
30. “Friends, Romans.., 
lend me your ____,” sing.
31. *Stand-in teacher
32. Self-centered one
34. Undergarment
36. *What guest graduation 
speaker is supposed to do
37. Dadaist Jean ____
38. *A in #27 Down
39. Marbled toast
40. *#36 Across for PhD 

recipient
41. Lennon’s widow
45. Fish family
46. Sushi restaurant staple
47. *Professor, technically
48. Faultfinder and scoffer
49. *Former students
50. Part of eyeglasses, pl.

52. Door holder
55. Barely got by
56. Foolhardy challenge
57. Roman goddess of 
fertility
58. Nordstorm’s outlet
59. Invoice qty.
60. Note that follows soh

Mathison receives volunteer award

Matty Mathison, center, of Shawano, was presented with AARP Wisconsin’s top statewide 
volunteer award for 2025 in a ceremony March 31 at the Shawano Lake County Park pavil-
ion. Mathison is a dedicated advocate for the creation, preservation and expansion of trail 
systems throughout Shawano County. She received the award from AARP Wisconsin state 
director Raj Shukla, left, and trail volunteer Nancy Brown-Koeller, who nominated Mathison 
for the award. As part of the honor, Mathison was given the opportunity to select a nonprofit 
organization to receive a $1,000 donation from AARP. She will donate the entire amount to 
Shawano Pathways.� CONTRIBUTED

Students receive First Holy Communion

Sacred Heart Catholic School joyfully recently celebrated the students who recently re-
ceived their First Holy Communion. This sacred milestone marks a profound moment in their 
faith journey as they received Jesus in the Eucharist for the very first time, including, from 
left, front row, Abel Mathwich, Alfred Gueths, Logan Erickson, Milo Gilling, Olivia Kast, Ryder 
Mathews, Bryson Kurtz, Owen Rouse, McCoy Miller, Freya Mattrich and Joseph McDougal; 
back row, Aliyah Redmerski, Rylea Cumberland, Ava Carroll, Elli Farley, Katie Fowler-Doxta-
tor, Wyatt Zoellner, Charlie Young, Carmen Grignon, Lainey Grignon and Oliver Spaulding. 
Under the spiritual leadership of the Rev. Edward Looney and Deacon James Lonick, and 
with the dedicated preparation and guidance of teachers Paula Kundinger and Sarah Mente, 
these students have spent months learning, praying, and growing in their understanding of 
Christ’s presence in the Blessed Sacrament.� CONTRIBUTED
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FRIDAY, MAY 8
SURING: Friends of Suring Area Pub-
lic Library Annual Rummage Sale, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., How Township Ga-
rage, 12896 State Highway 32.
OCONTO: Storytime, 10:30 a.m., 
Farnsworth Public Library, 715 Main 
St. Story and crafts for preschool 
children. A caregiver must stay with 
the child. 
SURING: Recovery Talking Circle, 
6-8 p.m. South Branch Community 
Center, W1281 County Road M. 
ABRAMS: “1776 The Musical,” 7 
p.m., Nancy Byng Community The-
ater, 5852 Maple St. Abrams Spot-
light Productions Inc. presentation. 
Tickets $22, $19 for senior citizens 
or 17 and younger, at abramsthe-
ater.com or 920-826-5852.

SATURDAY, MAY 9
SHAWANO: Shawano Bassmasters 
Spring Open, 6 a.m., Huckleberry 
Harbor, 222 N. Sawyer St. Entry fee 
$150 per boat. Details on Shawano 
Bassmasters Facebook page.
BONDUEL: Amish Consignment and 
Quilt Auction, 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
N4310 Hill Road. Quilt preview 
7:30-10 a.m., bake sale 8 a.m., 
crafts 8:30 a.m., field auction 9 
a.m., quilt auction 10 a.m., furni-
ture noon. Lunch stand available. 
Bring a chair.
SHAWANO: Drift Games, 7:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., USAir Motorsports Race-
way, W5901 County Road BE. “Laid-
back” driving, creative layouts and 
friendly competition. Drivers vote 
on the layout in the morning; driv-
ers compete in four on-track games 
in the afternoon. Admission $20 or 
$35 for the weekend.
SHAWANO: Mom and Me Yoga, 8-9 
a.m., Total Fitness, 116 N. Main 
St. Free Mother’s Day yoga class. 
Space limited, sign up at front desk.
SHAWANO: Optimist Bike Rodeo, 
8:30-10:30 a.m., Zion Lutheran 
Church, 1254 S. Union St. Bike 
course skills, trophies for first 
through third in age groups kinder-
garten to eighth grade; police, fire 
and ambulance tours; bike main-
tenance check and licensing; free 
bicycle helmets; drawings for free 

bikes and prizes. Bring your own 
bike.
SURING: Friends of Suring Area Pub-
lic Library Annual Rummage Sale, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., How Township Ga-
rage, 12896 State Highway 32.
SHAWANO: Sixth annual Fun! for 
Kids’ Sake, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
Franklin Park, 235 S. Washington 
St. Games, prizes, food trucks, 
raffles to benefit Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Shawano County.
SHAWANO: Auto racing, 6 p.m., 
Shawano Speedway, 990 E. Green 
Bay St. Gates open 4 p.m. Adults 
$15, seniors $12, younger than age 
11 free. Check the Shawano Speed-
way page on Facebook for updates 
and weather-related conditions. 
ABRAMS: “1776 The Musical,” 7 
p.m., Nancy Byng Community The-
ater, 5852 Maple St. Abrams Spot-
light Productions Inc. presentation. 
Tickets $22, $19 for senior citizens 
or 17 and younger, at abramsthe-
ater.com or 920-826-5852.

SUNDAY, MAY 10
SHAWANO: Zurko’s Flea Market, 
7 a.m. to 3 p.m., Shawano County 
Fairgrounds, 990 E. Green Bay St. 
Admission $2. 
SHAWANO: Drift Games, 7:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m., USAir Motorsports 
Raceway, W5901 County Road BE. 
“Laid-back” driving, creative layouts 
and friendly competition. Admission 
$20 or $35 for the weekend.
ABRAMS: “1776 The Musical,” 1 
p.m., Nancy Byng Community The-
ater, 5852 Maple St. Abrams Spot-
light Productions Inc. presentation. 
Tickets $22, $19 for senior citizens 
or 17 and younger, at abramsthe-
ater.com or 920-826-5852.
MONDAY, MAY 11
OCONTO: Masonic Pine Lodge 188 
dinner, 6 p.m., 513 Superior Ave. 
Open to family, friends and inter-
ested guests, followed by Master 
Mason private meeting at 7 p.m. 
For more info, contact the Lodge 
secretary at 920-373-0950.
TUESDAY, MAY 12
WABENO: Free Veterans Breakfast, 
9:30 a.m., American Legion Hall, 
4494 N. Branch St. Coffee ready 9 

a.m. Chef’s choice, hosted by Don-
na and Vicki, 715-889-3731.
OCONTO: Small Group Bible Study, 
6-8 p.m., The Good Place Bowling 
Center, 1128 Main St. For informa-
tion, call 920-516-7390. 
KESHENA: Recovery talking circle, 
6-8 p.m. Omaeqnomenewak Weto-
hkatikamek Center, 2700 Mianace-
qtawak Road. Information: Mindy 
Thunder at 715-799-3835 or mt-
hunder@mitw.org. 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 13
STILES: St. Patrick’s Rummage 
Sale, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., 5760 County 
Road I.
SHAWANO: Unlock the Power of AI 
for Your Business, 11:30 a.m. or 
5:30 p.m., Shawano Country Cham-
ber of Commerce, 1263 S. Main 
St. Workshop with Imelda Salmon, 
founder of Saavi Meida Consulting. 
Members $60, non-members $70,
OCONTO: 1903 Book Club, 4 p.m., 
Farnsworth Public Library, 715 Main 
St.
KESHENA: Recovery talking circle, 
6-8 p.m. Omaeqnomenewak Weto-
hkatikamek Center, 2700 Mianace-
qtawak Road. Information: Mindy 
Thunder at 715-799-3835 or mt-
hunder@mitw.org. 
THURSDAY, MAY 14
SURING: Friends of Suring Area Pub-
lic Library Annual Rummage Sale, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., How Township Ga-
rage, 12896 State Highway 32.
OCONTO: Thursday Play Group, 
10:30 a.m. to noon, Farnsworth 
Public Library, 715 Main St. Meant 
for children to play and interact with 
other children at the library. A care-
giver must stay with the child.
MARION: Shawano Woman’s Club 
Fashion Show, 10:30 a.m., lun-
cheon at noon, Northwinds Banquet 
Hall, 1103 N. Main St. Spring and 
summer fashions with jewelry and 
shoes. Advance tickets $40 by May 
1, transferable but non-refundable.
OCONTO: Second Thursday Book 
Club, 2 p.m., Farnsworth Public Li-
brary, 715 Main St. Open discus-
sion of interesting books with no 
assigned reading.
OCONTO: Faithful Readers 

Community Bible Study, 2:30 p.m., 
Farnsworth Public Library, 715 Main 
St. Multidenominational study of the 
book of Genesis. For information, 
call or text Steve at 920-360-0883.
ABRAMS: “1776 The Musical,” 7 
p.m., Nancy Byng Community The-
ater, 5852 Maple St. Abrams Spot-
light Productions Inc. presentation. 
Tickets $22, $19 for senior citizens 
or 17 and younger, at abramsthe-
ater.com or 920-826-5852.
BOWLER: Native American Talking 
Circle, 7-9 p.m., Mohican Family 
Center, N8605 Oak St. Information: 
Yvonne Burr, 715-326-0891. 
FRIDAY, MAY 15
BONDUEL: St. Paul Rummage Sale, 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., St. Paul Lutheran 
Church and School, 240 E. Green 
Bay St.
SURING: Friends of Suring Area Pub-
lic Library Annual Rummage Sale, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., How Township Ga-
rage, 12896 State Highway 32.
OCONTO: Storytime, 10:30 a.m., 
Farnsworth Public Library, 715 Main 
St. Story and crafts for preschool 
children. A caregiver must stay with 
the child. 
SURING: Recovery Talking Circle, 
6-8 p.m. South Branch Community 
Center, W1281 County Road M. 
ABRAMS: “1776 The Musical,” 7 
p.m., Nancy Byng Community The-
ater, 5852 Maple St. Abrams Spot-
light Productions Inc. presentation. 
Tickets $22, $19 for senior citizens 
or 17 and younger, at abramsthe-
ater.com or 920-826-5852.
SATURDAY, MAY 16
LENA: Mayhem at the Motorplex, 
10 a.m. to close, Dirt City Motor-
plex, 414 E. Main St. Off-road rac-
ing. Gates open approximately 8:30 
a.m. Daily admission $30, weekend 
admission $50.
BONDUEL: St. Paul Rummage Sale, 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., St. Paul Lutheran 
Church and School, 240 E. Green 
Bay St.
SURING: Friends of Suring Area Pub-
lic Library Annual Rummage Sale, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., How Township Ga-
rage, 12896 State Highway 32.
SHAWANO: Town of Wescott scenic 

bike ride, check-in starting 9:45 
a.m., Mielke Arts Center, 5649 Air-
port Road. Event hosted by Shawa-
no Pathways.
KESHENA: Gathering of Warriors 
Pow Wow, flag raising 11 a.m., 
Woodland Bowl, Fairgrounds Road. 
Grand entries 1 p.m. and 7 p.m., 
feast at 5 p.m. Princess contest, 
veteran snake dance, exhibitions 
and specials.
SHAWANO: Auto racing, 6 p.m., 
Shawano Speedway, 990 E. Green 
Bay St. Gates open 4 p.m. Adults 
$15, seniors $12, younger than age 
11 free. Check the Shawano Speed-
way page on Facebook for updates 
and weather-related conditions. 
ABRAMS: “1776 The Musical,” 7 
p.m., Nancy Byng Community The-
ater, 5852 Maple St. Abrams Spot-
light Productions Inc. presentation. 
Tickets $22, $19 for senior citizens 
or 17 and younger, at abramsthe-
ater.com or 920-826-5852.
SUNDAY, MAY 17
SHAWANO: Zurko’s Flea Market, 
7 a.m. to 3 p.m., Shawano County 
Fairgrounds, 990 E. Green Bay St. 
Admission $2. 
SHAWANO: Drift Games, 7:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m., USAir Motorsports 
Raceway, W5901 County Road BE. 
“Laid-back” driving, creative layouts 
and friendly competition. Admission 
$20 or $35 for the weekend.
BONDUEL: St. Paul Rummage Sale, 
9 a.m. to noon, St. Paul Lutheran 
Church and School, 240 E. Green 
Bay St.
LENA: Mayhem at the Motorplex, 
10 a.m. to close, Dirt City Motor-
plex, 414 E. Main St. Off-road rac-
ing. Gates open approximately 8:30 
a.m. Daily admission $30, weekend 
admission $50.
KESHENA: Gathering of Warriors 
Pow Wow, grand entry at noon, 
Woodland Bowl, Fairgrounds Road.
ABRAMS: “1776 The Musical,” 1 
p.m., Nancy Byng Community The-
ater, 5852 Maple St. Abrams Spot-
light Productions Inc. presentation. 
Tickets $22, $19 for senior citizens 
or 17 and younger, at abramsthe-
ater.com or 920-826-5852.

WHAT’S HAPPENING
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05/8, 05/15/2026
 Notice of Public Sale 

ABA Storage Units LLC.
Sunday May 17th, 2026 10:00 AM

Bidding is on complete contents of Unit:
Nell Lee Hawpetoss, 836 S Olson Ave # 

1, Shawano, WI 54166, Unit 521
WNAXLP

• Kimberly A. Olsen, 42, 
Grand Rapids, Minnesota, 
pleaded no contest April 27 to 
misdemeanor charges of re-
sisting/failing to stop and dis-
orderly conduct. One charge 
was amended from a felony 
in a plea agreement. Judge 
Katherine Sloma withheld 
sentencing and placed her on 
18 months of probation with 
conditions.

• Charles T. Fullilove, 48, 
Chicago, pleaded no contest 
April 27 to a sex registry viola-
tion. Sloma sentenced him to 
county jail time served.

• Zachary J. Peters, 41, 
Green Bay, pleaded no con-
test April 29 to a forfeiture 
charge of driving without a li-
cense. Three felony bail jump-
ing counts were dismissed 
but read into the record in a 
plea agreement. Sloma lev-
ied fines and court costs of 
$217.10.

• Aaron A. Allison, 31, 
Seymour, had his probation 
revoked Oct. 24 from a 2025 
conviction for possession of 
narcotic drugs and felony bail 
jumping. Sloma sentenced 
him April 30 to one year in 

county jail, time deemed 
served.

• Nicole L. Bessert, 33, 
Shawano, pleaded guilty April 
30 to felony bail jumping and 
two counts of possession of 
methamphetamine. Judge 
Gregory Jerabek imposed 
and stayed a prison sen-
tence, then placed him on 
three years of probation with 
conditions.

• Megan E. Hackbarth, 38, 
Knapp, pleaded no contest 
Feb. 26 to operating a mo-
tor vehicle while intoxicated 
(fifth offense) and two counts 
of felony bail jumping. Judge 
William Kussel Jr. sentenced 
her May 1 to 18 months in 
prison followed by 36 months 
of extended supervision with 
conditions.

• Justin T. Okimosh, 33, 
Shawano, was charged April 
27 with three counts of fel-
ony bail jumping. Sloma set 
a $1,000 cash bond and 
scheduled a status confer-
ence for May 13.

• William J. Matchopatow, 
56, Shawano, was charged 
April 27 with two counts of 
felony bail jumping. Sloma 

set a $1,000 cash bond and 
scheduled a preliminary hear-
ing for May 4.

• Samantha J. Jessel, 34, 
Shawano, was charged April 
27 with substantial battery 
and first-degree recklessly 
endangering safety. Sloma 
set a $1,000 cash bond and 
scheduled a preliminary hear-
ing for May 4.

• Greg Robert Bohm, 
51, no address listed, was 
charged April 27 with threat-
ening to cause bodily harm 
to individuals involved with a 
court or legal system; threat-
ening to cause bodily harm 
to health care providers, staff 
and family; and a misdemean-
or count of disorderly conduct. 
Sloma set a $500 cash bond 
and scheduled a preliminary 
hearing for May 14.

• Trista M. Sawlsville, 27, 
Shawano, was charged April 
28 with child abuse intention-
ally causing harm and a mis-
demeanor count of disorderly 
conduct. Sloma set a $1,000 
signature bond and sched-
uled a status conference for 
June 22.

• Leslie N. Gauthier, 28, 

Bonduel, was charged April 
30 with two counts of felony 
bail jumping and a misde-
meanor count of disorderly 
conduct. Sloma set a $1,500 
cash bond and scheduled a 
status conference for May 6.

• Cecilianne E. Dodge, 20, 
Shawano, was charged May 1 
with two counts of felony bail 
jumping and a misdemeanor 
count of battery. Sloma set a 
$250 cash bond and sched-
uled a preliminary hearing for 
May 13.

• Joseph E. Caldwell, 47, 
Shawano, was charged May 
1 with possession of meth-
amphetamine, maintaining 
a drug trafficking place, two 
counts of misdemeanor bail 
jumping, and misdemeanor 
counts of possession of drug 
paraphernalia and posses-
sion of THC. Sloma set a 
$500 cash bond and sched-
uled a status conference for 
May 19.

• Paul R. Frechette, 41, 
Keshena, was charged May 
1 with possession of meth-
amphetamine, possession 
of narcotic drugs, and misde-
meanor counts of possession 

of THC, possession of drug 
paraphernalia and bail jump-
ing. Sloma set a $500 cash 
bond and scheduled a prelimi-
nary hearing for May 13.

• Deborah K. Harrison, 
71, Shawano, was charged 
May 1 with maintaining a drug 
trafficking place. Sloma set a 
$2,500 signature bond and 
scheduled a status confer-
ence for July 13.

• Marquita R. House, 37, 
Keshena, was charged May 
1 with possession of meth-
amphetamine, possession of 
narcotic drugs and a misde-
meanor count of possession 
of drug paraphernalia. Sloma 
set a $500 cash bond and 
scheduled a preliminary hear-
ing for May 20.

• Latasha M. Teller, 35, 
Shawano, was charged May 
1 with possession of narcotic 
drugs, two counts of felony 
bail jumping, three counts of 
misdemeanor bail jumping 
and a misdemeanor count of 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia. Sloma set a $2,000 
cash bond and scheduled a 
status conference for May 6.

• Lee A. Tourtillott, 46, 
Shawano, was charged May 
1 with possession of meth-
amphetamine, maintaining 
a drug trafficking place, two 
counts of felony bail jumping, 
two counts of misdemeanor 
bail jumping and a misde-
meanor count of possession 
of drug paraphernalia. Sloma 
set a $1,000 cash bond and 
scheduled a status confer-
ence for May 11.

• Russell A. Tourtillott, 65, 
Shawano, was charged May 
1 with possession of meth-
amphetamine, maintaining a 
drug trafficking place, three 
counts of felony bail jumping, 
and misdemeanor counts of 
possession of THC and pos-
session of drug parapherna-
lia. Sloma set a $2,000 cash 
bond and scheduled a prelimi-
nary hearing for May 8.

COURT NEWSHousing support 
unlocked for 

Newcap families
U.S. Senator Tammy 

Baldwin announced she 
successfully pushed the 
U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD) to approve the 
transfer of Newcap grants 
to other capable and quali-
fied organizations.

The transfer of funding 
will ensure the 134 Wiscon-
sin families Newcap served 
can continue receiving 
housing support, she said.

On March 31, Newcap 
— a nonprofit serving 10 
Wisconsin counties since 
1965 — announced it would 
cease operations, ending 
its role administering key 
housing and supportive 
service grants.

As a result, 134 families 
were at risk of homeless-
ness if HUD did not trans-
fer those grants to other 
nonprofit agencies.

A federal bankrupt-
cy court has approved 
Newcap’s plan to pay its 
employees.
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INGOLD, continued from page 1

Assistant District Attor-
ney Laura Nelson said in 
her closing statements the 
morning of April 28 that it 
took courage for the medi-
cal examiner, Dr. Adam 
Covach, of Fond du Lac 
County, to admit his mis-
take and file an amended 
and addended report, 
even with the timing being 
so close to the trial.

“It takes courage to ad-
mit when you’re wrong, 
and Dr. Covach did it in 
front of a jury of strang-
ers,” Nelson said. “Stran-
gulation may have some of 
these signs, or it may have 
none of these signs.”

Nelson noted that In-
gold had told one of the 
prosecution’s witnesses 
that “I’m going to kill her” 
almost 12 hours before 
Laudon was found dead. 
Ingold had told several 
people that Laudon was 
doing drugs excessively 
and spending his money, 
even claiming that she 
had cheated on him twice 
in the 10 years they were 
together, Nelson said.

Laudon’s medical re-
cords had shown she had 
health issues, Nelson said, 
but nothing in the autopsy 
report showed those is-
sues were factors in her 
death.

“Dr. Covach directly ex-
amined Sheila’s heart and 
admitted she had a large 
heart, but she had no sign 
of an acute heart attack,” 
Nelson said. “He looked 
at whether she had coro-
nary heart disease — that’s 
where the plaque and the 
calcium builds up in the 
arteries of the heart. That’s 
where you see some peo-
ple have to have a stent or 
a bypass. She had none. 
Her arteries were clear.”

Nelson also said In-
gold’s story changed con-
stantly, from the mode of 
transpiration he used to 
get home from his job in 
Waukesha to the television 
programming Ingold and 
Laudon watched the night 
before she died.

“This story just keeps 
developing,” Nelson said.

Defense attorney Kelli 

Thompson made it clear 
in the first words of her 
closing statement that 
Ingold can’t be guilty of 
murder, because Laudon’s 
death wasn’t a murder. 
Thompson said Ingold has 
said that constantly in in-
terviews with detectives, 
when talking to his attor-
neys and even in jail calls.

“‘I did not touch her. I 
did not hurt her. I would 
not do this. I will maintain 
my innocence until the 
day that I die.’ We heard 
Michael say this over and 
over again,” Thompson 
said. “We heard him say 
it through tears. We heard 
him yelling it, pounding 
the table, frantic, and by 
the end, we knew it was 
true.”

Thompson said In-
gold’s confusion and 
grief were to be expected 
from someone who loved 
Laudon and that the state 
was claiming that was 
proof Ingold had commit-
ted murder.

“At the center of all 
the testimony is a much 

simpler truth. This was 
not a homicide — this was 
a tragedy,” Thompson 
said. “The state wants you 
to take grief and shock and 
confusion and turn them 
into guilt. The evidence 
does not support that.”

Thompson noted the 
initial deputies from the 
Shawano County Sheriff’s 
Department who arrived 
on scene had turned off 
their body cameras during 
interviews with Ingold and 
believed Laudon’s death 
was from natural causes 
before the deputy coroner 
arrived on the scene. Pic-
tures taken of Laudon’s 
body showed her clutch-
ing the comforter that had 
supposedly been used to 
kill her.

“The state has tried to 
build this case from hind-
sight, assumptions and 
one narrow interpretation 
of the medical evidence,” 
Thompson said.

That medical evidence, 
she said, included nu-
merous indications that 
Laudon’s health had been 

failing for months before 
Ingold found her dead. In-
somina, anemia and past 
drug use with cocaine 
and methamphetamine 
impacted Laudon, accord-
ing to Thompson, and 
witnesses told the court 
she had difficulty mov-
ing around her house and 
property without having to 
stop and take a breath.

There was plenty of 
reasonable doubt in the 
state’s case, Thompson 
argued, and if the jury saw 
evidence of that, it was vi-
tal that members return a 
not guilty verdict. She not-
ed that Ingold had offered 
on four occasions to take a 
polygraph test.

“All Mike is trying to 
do is figure out what hap-
pened, because right now, 
the cops keep telling him, 
law enforcement keeps 
telling him, ‘It’s you. It’s 
you,’” Thompson said. 
“This case is about per-
spective. The state wants 
you to view Michael’s grief 
as guilt. They want you to 
see his shock as suspicion. 

Panic is not a confession, 
and a man’s inability to be 
a cold and detached inves-
tigator in the wake of los-
ing his person is not guilt.”

The trial, which lasted 
more than three weeks, 
ended two days ahead of 
schedule, as the case had 
been set on the docket 
through April 30.

Ingold’s legal woes are 
not over, though.

He’s currently be-
ing held in the Shawano 
County Jail on a $250,000 
cash bond on 10 charges 
of threatening people in-
volved with law enforce-
ment and the court sys-
tem. An adjourned initial 
appearance in that case 
will take place at 10 a.m. 
May 4, with Portage Coun-
ty Circuit Court Judge Lou-
is Molepske Jr. presiding 
over the case after Sha-
wano-Menominee County 
Circuit Court Judge Wil-
liam Kussel Jr. recused 
himself.

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

CUTS, continued from page 1

program. She said three 
students were going to the 
state solo-ensemble com-
petition this year, and two 
had gone last year.

Kozlovsky said she 
planned to address the 
news with her students 
after spring break, but stu-
dents had already heard 
from other teachers about 
the staff cuts and went to 
Kozlovsky for answers.

“I had to address it,” she 
said. “I’m not going to lie, 
and I’m not going to play 
stupid.”

Jennifer Schmidt, presi-
dent of the Shawano Edu-
cation Association, took 
the school board to task for 
voting on the non-renewal 
notices in closed session 

instead of making the vote 
public, even though Super-
intendent Kurt Krizan and 
other district officials have 
said that the district’s at-
torney, Geoff Lacy, has ad-
vised them that such votes 
can take place in closed 
session.

“The final vote is what 
matters to the community, 
and that should take place 
in open session,” Schmidt 
said.

She pointed to Wiscon-
sin’s open meeting law, 
which lays out when a 
governing body can talk 
behind closed doors, but 
said that it’s not required 
to take those issues up be-
hind closed doors.

“Since the non-renewals 

being discussed are not 
disciplinary dismissals 
or formal action against 
a specific employee, this 
matter should be dis-
cussed in open session,” 
Schmidt said. “The discus-
sion of employment posi-
tions does not meet the 
requirements for closed 
session discussions.”

Schmidt accused the 
board of avoiding account-
ability with its closed ses-
sions and not being trans-
parent with the public.

“The community de-
serves to see how each 
board member votes,” she 
said. “Transparency is not 
optional, and in public 
education, it’s a responsi-
bility. If this board stands 

behind its decisions, then 
those decisions should be 
made visibly, not behind 
closed doors.”

SCMS teacher Dan 
O’Connell, who has spo-
ken during and after public 
forums seeking informa-
tion on how to balance the 
2026-27 budget, also criti-
cized much of the board 
discussion taking place out 
of the public eye. O’Connell 
said decisions to cut 
might feel more palatable 

if community and staff 
members felt like they had 
a voice in the matter.

“We have never been 
asked to make cuts to 
our classroom budget,” 
O’Connell said. “This idea 
has been floated out there 
by many of our staff, but 
the conversation has al-
ways ended there. It was 
a team effort to pass last 
year’s referendum. Why is 
it not a team effort to ad-
dress our deficit?”

The district is eliminat-
ing 2 1/2 allied arts po-
sitions, O’Connell said, 
which is impacting swing 
choir; programs that ad-
dress science, technology, 
art, engineering and math; 
and jazz band. The first 
two programs are not be-
ing offered next year as of 
now, he said, while the jazz 
band is only being offered 
to the seventh grade.

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com
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