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INSIDE
Police seek De Pere man wanted 
for Shawano attempted homicide.
� PAGE 3
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The new playground equipment at Kuckuk Park is accessible to all people, even those in wheelchairs and those with physical limitations. The surface is a rubbery material that 
helps those people traverse the area as easily as those who are more ambulatory.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Kuckuk gets playground 
equipment, athletic courts
$2.5M CDBG grant helps create new reasons to attract park visitors

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Kuckuk Park was flowing with visitors 
June 19 as the city of Shawano celebrated 
the conclusion of a $2.5 million upgrade 
made possible through the use of Commu-
nity Development Block Grant funding.

Hundreds of people came out as par-
ents and their children enjoyed the new 
playground equipment that is Americans 
With Disabilities Act-compliant, as well 
as the new basketball court and pickleball 
courts constructed over the last year. The 
funding also allowed for ADA-compliant 
playground equipment at Memorial Park, 
replacing equipment that was at the end 
of its life, and to replace lighting on some 
of the youth ball fields.

“There was a playground here (at 
Kuckuk Park), but obviously it’s signifi-
cantly larger and, even more importantly, 
it’s fully ADA accessible,” said Matt 
Hendricks, park and recreation director. 
“Anyone with physical impairments and 

challenges can use it. It’s got a lot more 
components than the other one did.”

The slides have ramps in addition to 
stairs, Hendricks said, and the surfacing 
around the playground is a rubbery mate-
rial instead of the wood chips previously 
used, making it easier for anyone in a 
wheelchair to get around.

There are also sidewalks that connect 
the athletic courts and the playground 
equipment, according to Hendricks, that 
were paid for through the CDBG funding. 
He noted that Kuckuk has always seen use 
by residents, but the city saw an opportu-
nity to make the park more enticing with 
additional amenities.

“There was an opportunity to make it 
more functional, more usable for our com-
munity and get more kids, get people who 
like to play pickleball out, moving and be 
more active and happy,” Hendricks said.

The new playground at Memorial Park 
is attached to the splash pad there, which 
Hendricks said will expand that play area 
for children. Also included in that area 

was a small parking lot next to the splash 
pad.

The city saw the opportunity to 
improve its parks during the COVID-19 
pandemic, when the closure of most other 
public amenities saw an increased use of 
the park system.

“After COVID hit, communities saw 
an increase in mental health challenges 
and an increase in depression,” Hendricks 
said. “Our park system, whether it be 
local, state or national, saw increased us-
age, sometimes so much that it even went 
past capacity, which can be detrimental. 
Seeing that, the federal government put in 
a lot of money that trickled down to the 
state, and then we applied for it, and that’s 
how the money ended up in Shawano.”

Kuckuk has more things to make the 
park stand out on its own. The Shawano 
Women of Today painted a mural with 
butterflies at the park’s pavilion, which 
Hendricks sees as another opportunity to 

KUCKUK, CONTINUED ON PAGE 29

Shawano 
School Board 
commits to 

middle school
Meeting current 

maintenance needs will 
prolong use another decade

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-chief

Members of the Shawano School Board 
reached a consensus June 19 and commit-
ted the district to not abandon Shawano 
Community Middle School for at least the 
next decade.

Instead, the board agreed an immedi-
ate investment in critical maintenance is 
needed to preserve the structural integ-
rity of the school. In 2031, the district and 
community should again analyze options 
for the future of the building.

Jody Andres, K-12 market leader and 
senior project architect for Hoffman Plan-
ning, Design and Construction Inc., said 
the statement was adopted based on feed-
back from the community and residents’ 
demand for a concrete direction on the 
use of the building.

Enrollment today is 468 students, but 
that number is expected to decline due 
to lower birth rates and increased open 
enrollment trends, Andres said.

Hoffman officials used four models 
to predict enrollment. Depending on 
the model, enrollment is projected to be 
between 363 and 424 in 2031-32, when the 
numbers will stabilize.

“What we’re projecting is you are going 
to continue to lose enrollment at the mid-
dle school and across the district,”Andres 
said. “That’s based on current birth rate 
trends and open enrollment trends that 
you’re having.”

Lunches are prepared in the kitchen at Shawano Com-
munity Middle School in 2020 during the coronavirus 
pandemic. The Shawano School Board plans to commit 
to operating the existing middle school for a few more 
years.� FILE | NEW MEDIA

SCHOOL, CONTINUED ON PAGE 30
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Mardi Gras theme for Independence Day parade
Rodney Hoppe 
named grand 

marshal for 113th 
Bonduel event
By GREG SEUBERT

Correspondent

Just like it has done for 
years, the village of Bon-
duel is pulling out all the 
stops for the community’s 
annual Independence Day 
celebration.

This year’s July 4 event 
includes a parade, live 
music, a baseball game, 
family fun and, of course, 
fireworks.

Celebrate Bonduel Inc. 
a group of individuals 
working together to hold 
community events for 
Bonduel and the surround-
ing area, is organizing the 
festivities.

Mardi Gras is the theme 
for the 113th parade, which 
will begin at 11 a.m. with 
participants to line up on 
Shioc Street. The parade 
will begin on Green Bay 
Street and continue to 
Washington Street before 
it ends at the village park.

Rodney Hoppe will 
serve as the parade’s 

grand marshal.
A Bonduel native who 

has served the community 
for years, Hoppe gradu-
ated from Bonduel High 
School in 1982 and mar-
ried Patricia Kray in 1987 
in Cecil. They have three 
children.

Hoppe found his pas-
sion for baseball as a kid 
in Cecil, according to a 
post on the Celebrate Bon-
duel Facebook page.

“He could be found on 

the Cecil Mudhen field 
playing Little League for 
Jim Mitchell and Larry 
Reisner,” according to the 
post. “Like many Cecil 
Little Leaguers, Rodney 
aspired to be a batboy for 
the Cecil Mudhens, which 
he was. He later went on 
to play for them and now 
sits on the Board of Direc-
tors for the team. Rodney 
spent quality time with 
his father and brothers 
working the field and also 

helped coach the future 
Little Leaguers. Rodney is 
an invaluable member of 
this team and can be found 
most Sundays grilling 
burgers, collecting 50/50 
(raffle tickets) or working 
in the concession stand.”

After his playing days 
ended, Hoppe umpired 
youth, high school, Ameri-
can Legion and Dairyland 
League baseball games.

“We often hear a reliev-
ing sigh whenever a coach 

sees that Rodney will be 
their umpire,” accord-
ing to the Facebook post. 
“His reputation definitely 
precedes itself.”

The Bonduel School 
District hired Hoppe in 
1987, where he worked 
as a janitor until joining 
the village’s maintenance 
department in 2015.

“He may not believe so, 
but the interactions he had 
with students are fondly 
talked about amongst the 
graduates,” according to 
the Facebook post. “He 
has been invited to many 
graduations, weddings and 
special events because of 
his positive interactions 
with the students while 
they attended Bonduel 
High School.”

Hoppe remains 
with the maintenance 
department.

“Once again, he is out 
and about within this town 
and everyone knows that 
if they are in a bind, Rod-
ney will help them out,” 
according to the Facebook 
post. “Especially with the 
passing of his father, he 
realizes the aging commu-
nity needs help with odd 
jobs.”

Hoppe has also served 
the community as a first 

responder since 1993, 
including more than 20 
years as an EMS director.

“He came out of high 
school wanting to be a 
sports trainer until he 
found out that he had to 
attend college for six to 
eight years,” according to 
the Facebook post. “This 
is when he found out he 
could make as big of an 
impact as an EMT. Rodney 
can always be seen wear-
ing his radio to respond 
to calls. When Rodney 
responds to calls, there is 
a comfort knowing that he 
is the one responding.”

The Mix Polka Band 
from Pulaski will perform 
in the village park after 
the parade, while Doozey, 
an Appleton-based pop/
rock band, will take the 
stage from 5:30-9:30 p.m.

Other events sched-
uled include the Bonduel 
Grizzlies hosting Shawano 
for an American Legion 
baseball game at 2 p.m.; 
a bicycle giveaway at 3 
p.m.; food and refresh-
ments; kids’ activities; and 
fireworks at dusk.

Updated details can be 
found on the Celebrate 
Bonduel Facebook page, 
www.facebook.com/
celebratebonduel.

Members of Pulaski High School’s marching band jazz up their march along the route during Bonduel’s Independence 
Day parade in 2023.� FILE | NEW MEDIA

Newcap hopes to expand housing
Red Springs 

opposes rezoning 
White Pines Lodge

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-chief

Plans are in the works 
to convert a 28-room resort 
motel into housing for low- 
to moderate-income (LMI) 
people, but local officials are 
opposed to the change.

Newcap Inc., which pro-
vides a myriad of services 
and programs for those in 
need, wants to remodel the 
White Pines Lodge, N9117 
Big Lake Road, Town of Red 
Springs, into apartments for 
LMI residents.

A request to rezone the 
property and then obtain a 
conditional use permit is the 
subject of a public hearing 
before the Shawano County 
Planning, Development and 
Zoning Committee. The 
meeting will be held at 9 
a.m. July 3 in Rooms A and 
B at the courthouse, 311 N. 
Main St., Shawano.

Town of Red Springs’ 
officials voted in April to 
oppose the rezoning. How-
ever, county zoning officials 
are recommending the com-
mittee approve the rezoning 
request.

White Pines Lodge is 
comprised of just over four 
acres. The motel includes a 
large wraparound driveway 
with green space to the 
south and a small wooden 
area on the northwest cor-
ner. Captain’s Cove Resort 
is immediately west of the 
site.

Plans are to convert the 
site into permanent and 
affordable housing with 
supportive services for LMI 
individuals and families.

It would feature 28 
studio apartments and a 
pair of two-bedroom units. 
The existing bar and sauna 
would be converted into the 
two-bedroom units.

A kitchenette would be 

added to each room, and 
a full fire sprinkler system 
would be added to the 
building.

The exterior of the motel 
would be power washed, 
and a new roof would be 
installed.

Newcap officials would 
consider applying for grant 
money to install solar panels 
on the roof.

Tenants would sign 
leases and pay monthly 
rent. They would be pro-
vided with Newcap success 
coaches and connected to 
services from transportation 
and training to health care 
and other services.

White Pines Lodge is op-
erated by Badgerland Travel 

International Inc., owned 
by Jeff and Kathy White, of 
Shawano.

Newcap was founded in 
November 1965 in Wiscon-
sin as a nonprofit, non-stock 
corporation as part of the 
establishment of the com-
munity action network. 
Newcap used to be an acro-
nym standing for Northeast 
Wisconsin Community Ac-
tion Program, but since 1973, 
it has been simply Newcap 
Inc.

Regardless of the com-
mittee’s decision on the 
rezoning, final approval 
from the Shawano County 
Board of Supervisors will 
be needed at its July 24 
meeting.

Newcap Inc., which 
provides a myriad 
of services and 
programs for those 
in need, wants to 
remodel the White 
Pines Lodge in 
the Town of Red 
Springs, into apart-
ments for low- to 
moderate-income 
residents. The pro-
posal will be the 
subject of a July 3 
public hearing at 
the Shawano Coun-
ty Courthouse.

KEVIN PASSON | 
NEW MEDIA

Eagle lands, looks around city

A bald eagle was seen resting on a fallen tree recently at a home on South 
Bartlett Street in Shawano, a rare sight in an urban community.

CONTRIBUTED
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Event raises 
awareness of 
Alzheimer’s

Solstice Memory Walk illuminates 
dementia, its effects on families
BY KEVIN PASSON

Editor-in-chief

Chuck Robley’s mother 
had dementia and spent 
several years in a nursing 
home. Now, he has been 
diagnosed with dementia, 
too.

“I know what could be 
coming just from experi-
encing his mother, so it’s 
very hard,” said Chuck’s 
wife, Terri Robley.

The couple attended the 
ADRC Solstice Alzheimer’s 
Memory Walk on June 21 at 
Franklin Park in Shawano.

“Yesterday (June 20) 
was the longest day (of 
sunlight), and people with 
Alzheimer’s live every day 
as the longest day, like it 
never ends,” said Ericka 
Kowalkowski, one of two 
dementia care specialists 
with ADRC of the Wolf 
River Region.

ADRC stands for Aging 
and Disability Resource 
Center, and the Wolf 
River Region includes 
Shawano, Menominee 
and Oconto counties, and 
the Stockbridge-Munsee 
Community.

June is National Al-
zheimer’s Awareness 
Month.

“The Alzheimer’s As-
sociation puts on fund-
raising events throughout 
the United States,” Kow-
alkowski said. “The ADRC 
doesn’t accept money, so 
we just doing an awareness 
event for the community.”

The event, which 
featured walks of 1 mile 
and 2 miles, also included 
free T-shirts for the first 
50 walkers, vendors from 
the community to provide 
information to help people 
stay independent, a com-
memorative message board, 

face painting and luminary 
creations.

“Alzheimer’s is the 
leading type of demen-
tia,” Kowalkowski said. 
“Dementia is the umbrella 
term. There are many 
types of dementia. There’s 
frontotemporal, Lely body, 
vascular and Alzheimer’s. 
All have different causes, 
but they have the same end 
result. They lose the capac-
ity to communicate and 
function in daily living.”

Worldwide, more than 
55 million people live with 
Alzheimer’s or another 
form of dementia.

“Fifty percent of the 
people over the age of 85 
will have some sort of de-
mentia,” Kowalkowski said.

The awareness raising 
event also provided the 
opportunity to socialize, a 
key component for those 
helping to prevent or delay 
the onset of dementia.

“It’s healthy diet, 
exercise, staying active, 
keeping your mind active 
… socializing is impor-
tant,” Kowalkowski said. 
“Puzzles, going out in the 
community to events like 
this, stay busy.”

That socialization aspect 
was one of the reasons the 
Robleys attended.

“It’s just very hard day 
to day,” Terri Robley said. 
“I go to my caregivers 
meetings the ADRC puts 
on the fourth Wednesday 
of every month. I go to 
those meetings, and the 
support is wonderful. It re-
ally helps me.”

For more information 
and resources regarding 
Alzheimer’s disease and de-
mentia in general, call the 
ADRC at 855-492-2372.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

Chuck and Terri Robley attended the ADRC Solstice Alzheimer’s Memory 
Walk on June 21 at Franklin Park in Shawano. Chuck Robley is diagnosed with 
dementia, and Terri Robley regularly attends ADRC caregiver support meet-
ings. The ADRC of the Wolf River Region offers six caregiver support groups 
across the area, including Oconto, Gillett, Lakewood, Bonduel, Tigerton and 
Shawano.� KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

Brunch tastes better when served on the farm

Lines formed extra early under the serving tent June 23 for the 40th annual Shawano County Brunch on the Farm at Shawland Farms in the Town of Wauke-
chon as the local farm bureau expected to serve over 4,000 people at an event that is wildly popular for Shawano County residents and beyond.

LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Elliot Peeters, 10, of Navarino, sits behind the wheel of a 1939 Farmall trac-
tor owned by John Kielar. It was one of many tractors on display June 23 for 
the 40th annual Shawano County Brunch on the Farm at Shawland Farms in 
the Town of Waukechon.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Kyera Williams, left, of the Shawano FFA, and Olivia Deneys, of the Bonduel 
FFA, keep a close watch on the sausage being prepped June 23 for the 40th 
annual Shawano County Brunch on the Farm at Shawland Farms in the Town 
of Waukechon. With people arriving well before the 8:30 a.m. start time and 
eager to eat, the food was being served as fast as it could be cooked.

LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Feemster wanted for attempted homicide
De Pere man charged 

following May 24 
Shawano incident

BY LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Law enforcement is 
looking for a De Pere man 
wanted for attempted 
homicide and other charges 
stemming from an incident 
May 24 in Shawano.

Jordan K. Feemster, 31, 
was charged June 11 with at-
tempted first-degree inten-
tional homicide, first-degree 
reckless endangering safety, 
and misdemeanor charges 
of battery and criminal dam-
age to property. Feemster 
was not taken into custody, 
and Shawano-Menominee 

Circuit Court Judge William 
Kussel Jr. ordered a body-
only arrest warrant.

According to the crimi-
nal complaint, the victim 
in the incident was getting 
ready to go out for the night 
on May 24 when Feemster 
allegedly asked for her 
phone passcode. Feemster 
allegedly saw a message 
from a co-worker and then 
pushed her into the bathtub 
and hit her on the left side 
of her head. After alleg-
edly dragging the victim 
from the bathroom to the 
bedroom, Feemster alleg-
edly went to the kitchen and 
grabbed a knife, and then 
he put the knife to her side 
and neck, according to the 
complaint.

Feemster allegedly told 

the victim he was going to 
“kill her” and said, “I don’t 
care anymore.” The victim 
allegedly told Feemster that 
she loved him and wanted 
to be with him, claiming 
Feemster had a history of 
talking about self-harm. 
Feemster’s mother was al-
legedly called to help calm 
him down. The victim got 
out of the house and jumped 
into her vehicle, but Feem-
ster allegedly chased her to 
the Shawano County Sher-
iff’s Office, where she ran 
inside for help and he fled, 
according to the complaint.

The Shawano Police 
Department found a knife 
on the bed and asked the 
victim if it was the one used 
to cause a 3-inch lacera-
tion on her neck, and she 

claimed it was. There was 
also an injury found on the 
victim’s knee and blood on 
the victim’s shirt, according 
to the complaint.

Feemster faces a maxi-
mum of 60 years in prison 
for the attempted homicide 
charge, a maximum of 12½ 
years for the recklessly 
endangering safety charge 
along with a maximum 
$25,000 fine, and up to nine 
months and $10,000 for the 
two misdemeanor charges.

According to the com-
plaint, Feemster was driving 
a 2018 Ford Focus with the 
Wisconsin license plate 
AWS-5923. He was last seen 
on a camera system in the 
Appleton area.

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Salvation Army of Shawano County needs assistance with backpacks
Since 2021, the Salvation 

Army of Shawano County 
has been providing back-
packs with school supplies 
to children in need.

Last year, more than 190 
backpacks were given out 
to families at local schools. 
Due to funding shortages, 
the Shawano County Salva-

tion Army Service Unit is 
currently in need of cash do-
nations to purchase school 
supplies and backpacks for 
the 2024-25 school year. All 
donations are tax deductible.

Volunteers are also 
needed to help pack back-
packs and distribute them 
the same day. Packing and 

distribution takes place 
in August at the Fellman 
Center, 607 E. Elizabeth St., 
Shawano.

Registration forms 
are available through the 
Shawano County Human 
Services Department, 
W7327 Anderson Ave., Sha-
wano; Forward Services, 607 

E. Elizabeth St., Shawano; 
Safe Haven, 380 Lakeland 
Road, Shawano; Shawano 
Area Matthew 25, 105 E. 
Richmond St., Shawano; and 
Shawano Area Food Pantry 
and Resource Center, 218 E. 
Richmond St., Shawano.

For information, call 920-
304-9161 or 715-853-6456.
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Shiner shares story of becoming transgender
Now 71, she 

tells of lifelong 
struggle to 

embrace identity
By LEE PULASKI

City Editor

Jamie Shiner was born 
male, but she always knew 
inside that she was female.

Shiner, on June 19 at 
the Shawano Civic Cen-
ter, told her story of the 
lifelong effort to shed 
her male designation and 
become who she feels she 
was meant to be. Today, 
she’s 71 and living in Green 
Bay, pointing out that 
transgender people have 
existed in the world for a 
long time.

Shiner was invited 
by the Shawano County 
Democratic Party to speak 
in commemoration of 
Pride Month, designated 
in June to shine a spotlight 
on lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender and queer 
(LGBTQ) individuals.

Growing up in Escana-
ba, Michigan, Shiner knew 
she was not a boy by the 
age of 3, even though the 
anatomy appeared other-
wise. She said she started 
to try her mother’s cloth-
ing on when she turned 
5, and her mother began 

using Shiner as a model 
when making dresses 
for cousins and other 
relatives.

With a Catholic up-
bringing, Shiner was con-
vinced she was a homo-
sexual, believing then that 
the word meant a male 
wanting to be a female. 
She said there was very 
little literature on being 
transgender when she was 
a child.

“I thought it was going 
to be a terrible sin and 
I’d go straight to hell. I 
wouldn’t tell nobody about 
that,” Shiner said. “If I’d 
told anybody, there would 

have been grave conse-
quences anyway. We’re 
talking about the 1950s and 
early ’60s.”

Shiner told how she’d 
dress up in women’s cloth-
ing when her parents left 
the house, how she took 
the tweezers to her first 
hairs upon hitting pu-
berty and how she feared 
she’d be drafted to serve 
in the military during 
the Vietnam War. She 
noted she never got a draft 
notice, and she set off for 
the western part of the 
United States after a failed 
relationship with a woman 
with no male clothing but 

everything else she owned 
to start a new life.

“I was going to dress 
the part, what I felt,” 
Shiner said. “This is what 
I’ve been all my life. I’ve 
always known it, but soci-
ety always wanted to push 
me into being a guy.”

However, Shiner expe-
rienced a setback when she 
got married to a woman 
and fathered a child.

“I was in the basic trap,” 
Shiner said. “Had a house 
with a mortgage, kids. 
You’re stuck. You’ve got 
a job that pays good, long 
hours. I worked hard.”

That feeling of be-

ing trapped led Shiner 
to drink all through the 
1980s, which led to health 
problems in the 1990s. She 
said she quit drinking and 
returned to the practice of 
buying women’s clothing 
and wearing them in the 
privacy of her home.

A return to Michigan 
showed Shiner that other 
transgender people like 
her existed, and making 
the transition was doable. 
She said that, during a 
stint at a mental institu-
tion following a suicide 
attempt, a psychiatrist 
pointed out that if she 
didn’t transition, she 
would not last long.

“I wanted to be alive,” 
Shiner said.

She was thrown out of 
her home in 2005, which is 
when she moved to Green 
Bay. In 2006, she had facial 
feminization surgery, 
which she said, “hurt like 
hell” and cost her $28,500 
out of pocket. Then, the 
following year, she had her 
final transition surgery, 
which cost another $12,500.

Shiner noted that 
transgender people can 
be traced back at least as 
far as 1924, when a Jew-
ish German man named 
Dr. Magnus Hirschfeld 
performed one of the 
first sexual reassignment 
surgeries.

“The Republicans still 
claim it’s experimental, 

100 years later,” Shiner 
said. “There’s history for 
you. We’ve been around 
forever.”

Since moving to Green 
Bay, she has pushed for 
transgender rights under 
the banner of the Demo-
cratic Party. Her political 
career included a stint as 
chairwoman of Wiscon-
sin’s LGBTQ caucus.

“It’s all about being who 
you are,” Shiner said. “This 
is who I am.”

The recent attacks on 
the LGBTQ community 
nationwide have angered 
Shiner, including bills 
signed into law in Florida.

“They went after the 
drag queens first because 
they’re pretty visible,” 
Shiner said. “People like 
me, there’s lots of people 
around, and half the ones 
who are transgender you 
wouldn’t know about.”

Now, in Shiner’s view, 
Florida is “messing with 
the kids.” She noted that 
doctors use puberty 
blockers on transgender 
youths until they turn 18, 
as no gender reassignment 
surgeries are permitted on 
children until that age, but 
lawmakers are claiming 
otherwise.

“I feel sorry for them, 
because I can imagine how 
I would have felt,” Shiner 
said.

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Jamie Shiner, 71, of Green Bay, talks about her lifelong struggle to become a woman during a presentation June 19 
at the Shawano Civic Center.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

ARPA fund requests for county projects tabled
Committee 

members waiting 
on final costs of 

jail project
By KEVIN PASSON

Editor-in-chief

Three requests to use 
federal funds for court-
house and sheriff’s depart-
ment projects have been 
tabled for a month, a deci-
sion made June 19 by the 
Shawano County Execu-
tive Committee.

“We have a jail project 
that was a CIP (capital 
improvement project) that 
came in way over budget 
as you recall,” said Jim 
Davel, administrative co-
ordinator. “The original es-

timate was $1.2 million. We 
had budgeted … $415,000.”

This project is to 
replace the controls and 
building automation sys-
tem of the jail and sheriff’s 
department heating, venti-
lation and air conditioning 
units.

Davel said that to make 
up the difference, the 
choices are to use ARPA 
funds, borrow or go back 
to the County Board to 
seek approval from two-
thirds of the members to 
use general fund dollars.

The county has 
$1,496,151 in American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
funds that must be allocat-
ed by year’s end, according 
to Carrie Buntjer, county 
finance director.

She said the initial 
quote for the controller 

project was $851,685. Since 
then, additional items are 
recommended to be com-
pleted in conjunction with 
the controls. This includes 
replacing the indoor air 
handling systems. Quotes 
are pending on this addi-
tional work.

“We’re waiting on those 
estimates,” Davel said. “If 
it is so approved to use 
Rescue funds, I don’t be-
lieve that there’s going to 
be much remaining.”

Regardless of possible 
plans to build a new jail, 
the current building will 
be used for another five or 
more years, and the con-
trollers need immediate 
attention, he added.

Projects on the meet-
ing agenda were $4,670 for 
cabling and wiring in the 
county board room to in-

stall a digital recording ma-
chine for the use by judges 
when they use the room, 
$10,000 for a new trailer 
for the Shawano County 
Dive Team and $5,000 for 
installation of antennas on 
a communications tower 
in Leopolis to provide an 
emergency backup service 
for the county.

Davel recommended 
the committee table the 
projects until next month, 
after the cost for the jail 
controllers project is 
known. Then, he said, the 
committee can prioritize 
all other projects based on 
available ARPA funds, if 
any.

In total, the three proj-
ects on the agenda would 
cost about $20,000.

“But $20,000 to $25,000 
matters,” Davel said. “In 

this case, for this project 
for the jail, that matters, 
and then you have to look 
at the project for the li-
brary. This isn’t just a little 
bit of change.”

The library project is a 
request to spend $81,000 
on a new metal roof.

Supervisor Theresa 
Serrano disagreed with 
putting the items on hold 
and was the only commit-
tee member voting against 
doing so.

“My concern with the 
three is the third one, the 
backup tower site,” she 
said. “To me, that’s more 
important.”

Davel said the $5,000 
needed for the antenna 
installation could be added 
to the 2025 budget.

“The ARPA funds are 
to be used for projects to 

help all of the people,” 
Serrano said. “If we don’t 
have a backup generator 
or backup site for 911 calls, 
etc., then what? We’re 
going to be stuck like we 
were last year without any 
communication, and that’s 
going to be a problem.”

Supervisors Tom 
Kautza and Kevin Conradt 
spoke in favor of holding 
off on the three requests.

“I think we should put a 
brake on everything (until 
projects are prioritized in 
July),” Conradt said.

“There are a lot of 
valuable requests that are 
out there,” Davel said. “I 
do believe the jail project 
is an essential project for 
the county and the sheriff’s 
department.”

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

Highway 29 shut down when man threatens deputies with explosives
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

A portion of state 
Highway 29 was shut down 
overnight June 20 as law 
enforcement negotiated 
with a man who threatened 
them with explosives and 
other devices, the Shawano 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment reported.

According to a statement 
from the sheriff’s depart-
ment, at about 12:30 a.m., a 

caller reported a man with 
a truck and camper that ap-
peared to be disabled on the 
side of the highway.

The caller also reported 
a man near the truck threw 
a folding chair at the caller’s 
semi as he drove past.

Deputies responded and 
attempted contact with the 
man who then ran on foot 
with an axe in his hand 
to a nearby property and 
climbed the ladder of a 

metal grain silo.
That’s when the man 

made comments about 
having explosives and other 
devices in his truck and 
camper.

Officials shut down 
Highway 29 from state 
Highway 45 to County Road 
J.

The Shawano County 
Special Response Team 
was paged to respond, and 
Marathon and Brown coun-

ties’ bomb squads respond-
ed as well.

After about two hours 
of talking, the man climbed 
down from the silo and was 
arrested without further in-
cident, the sheriff’s depart-
ment said.

The man was taken to 
a hospital, and Shawano 
County Human Services 
was then called. The man 
was placed in an emergency 
protective custody hold.

Bomb squads deter-
mined the truck and camper 
to be safe, and a tow truck 
removed them from the 
scene.

Highway 29 was re-
opened about 4:30 a.m.

“At this time, due to 
the emergency protective 
hold being placed on this 
individual, we will not be 
releasing any identifying 
information about the male 
subject or any further infor-

mation about this case,” the 
sheriff’s department state-
ment noted.

The Shawano County 
Sheriff’s Office was assisted 
by Tigerton Ambulance, 
Wittenberg Fire Depart-
ment, Bowler Fire Depart-
ment, Tigerton Fire Depart-
ment, Marathon County 
Sheriff’s Office, Brown 
County Sheriff’s Office, and 
the Shawano County High-
way Department.
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Weight room, new orchestra pit make cut
School board 

continues review of 
projects to include 
in fall referendum

BY KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-chief

Shawano School Board 
members favored remod-
eling space for a weight 
room as opposed to a 
building addition at the 
high school and opted 
to continue to push for a 
permanent orchestra pit in 
a remodeled performing 
arts center.

Those were the two 
key decisions made during 
a June 19 work session as 
members continue to hone 
the referendum request 
to put before voters in 
November. As it stands 
now, that request will be 
for $52.9 million.

The April referendum 
question that failed sought 
$54.5 million.

An addition for a new 
weight room was proposed 
to be built on the northeast 
end of the pool area. This 
proposal also included sig-
nificant remodeling of the 

mezzanine area above the 
locker rooms and showers.

The work on the mez-
zanine would still be 
done with the alternative 
remodeling space for the 
weight room. The fam-
ily and consumer science 
classroom space and dis-
trict offices would be the 
home for the weight room 
in this scenario.

“Since we’re taking 
over family and consumer 
science, we are looking at 
relocating them to a new 
addition (near the CTE 
classrooms),” said Jody 
Andres, K-12 market leader 
and senior project archi-
tect for Hoffman Planning, 
Design and Construction 
Inc. “Oddly enough, with 
doing all that and doing 
the new addition here … it 
still costs less to do this.”

District offices would 
relocate to Olga Brener In-
termediate School. A new 
entrance would be built for 
the offices to keep them 
separate from the student 
body.

“We take up the areas 
on the northeast corner,” 
Andres said. “This be-
comes the self-contained 
administration space.”

He said all necessary 

space for students and 
classrooms would still be 
met, as the space for the 
administration is either 
unused or used for stor-
age and can be readily 
relocated.

“This goes toward that 
idea of using the space that 
you have,” Andres said.

Today, when an orches-
tra is needed for a musi-
cal or other performance, 
the first 100 chairs in the 
auditorium are removed 
to make room for the 
musicians.

This project would also 
include more space for 
storage, the scene shop, 
staging for performances 
and classrooms.

Board member Frank 
Kugel wasn’t convinced 
about the orchestra pit.

“The people have said, 
‘We’ve lived all these years 
without it. We’ve gotten by 
without it. It’s a want, not a 
need,’” he said.

“I don’t go to plays. 
And the people I deal 
with don’t either. I’m be-
ing honest. They had this 
belief that once it was 
defeated, when we come 
back, it would be millions 
of dollars less. And the 
catch is, if this is defeated, 

what happens to mainte-
nance. They’re all in favor 
of maintenance. They’ll 
vote all day long; we gotta 
have it. All day long, no 
questions.”

Board member Jeana 
Winslow said damage is 
continually being done to 
the seats that are removed 
and reinstalled for the 
temporary orchestra pit, 
and fellow board member 
John Arens said the project 
would improve sight lines 
in the auditorium.

An orchestra pit would 
allow for the orchestral 
players to be located in 
the correct spot during a 
musical production, mak-
ing it easier for the singers 
and stage performers to 
perform their roles as they 
would not be singing over 
an orchestra in front of 
them as opposed to below 
them.

Kugel insisted more 
cuts are wanted by the 
voters.

“After the first refer-
endum failed, the people 
were looking for less 
dollars,” he said. “You’re 
going to do it again? Let’s 
chop off $10 million, 
because they feel like it’s 
their money, coming out 

of their pocket, because 
no one believes it won’t 
cost you anymore. At least 
that’s the crowd I hang out 
with. We’re back at the 
same amount. I need help 
to convince these people 
that this is good.”

He said the board lis-
tened and deleted the child 
care plans at Hillcrest Pri-
mary School and decided 
on turf over natural grass 
at the high school football 
field. More cost-cutting 
decisions are needed, he 
said.

“The things that we’re 
talking about here are two, 
three million tops,” board 
member Tim Renard said. 
“It’s not going to be a $10 
million slice.”

Andres offered advice 
on selling the plan to the 
public.

“The other thing to 
remember is the refocus-
ing,” he said. “The high 
school is refocusing from 
doing all sorts of upgrades 
to the classrooms to what’s 
absolutely necessary. It’s 
refocusing doing more for 
CTE (career and technical 
education). It’s refocusing, 
in this case, to improving 
the opportunity for family 
and consumer science. 

Because it looks kind of 
the same doesn’t mean it’s 
actually going to end up 
the same.”

Kugel then pivoted to 
the pool at the high school, 
which is proposed to be 
renovated at a cost of 
$500,000.

“And if you could tell 
me that the pool will be 
open for the public, big 
selling point,” he said.

Superintendent Kurt 
Krizan said he was open to 
that, with a caveat.

“If there’s a need … 
we’ve done it before. 
We’ve staffed it, and no 
one came. That’s why it 
ended,” he said. “If there’s 
a need and people are 
going to come, there’s 
absolutely an opportunity 
there.”

Board member Karen 
Houston admitted to still 
having issues with the 
proposal.

“I had a hard time 
before, because we talked 
about needs and wants, and 
I still think there are wants 
for some departments in 
here,” she said. “I would 
have a hard time looking 
somebody in the face …”

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

New ad hoc building committee moves forward
County will seek 

out public to serve 
with supervisors
BY KEVIN PASSON

Editor-in-chief

Shawano County of-
ficials will once again work 
toward a long-range build-
ing plan, with members of 
the county’s executive com-
mittee reaching a consensus 
on the idea at their June 19 
meeting.

Kurt Berner, vice 
president of The Samuels 
Group, Wausau, which was 
recently tasked to review 
the county building plan 
studies over the past 40 
years, told County Board 
Chairman Tom Kautza he 
is willing to donate his time 

to facilitate the meetings.
Earlier this month, the 

public property committee 
members talked of handling 
the planning while also ex-
pressing concerns over how 
and where to start and what 
is needed, among other 
questions, Kautza said.

“He will help lead us 
through that process at no 
charge,” he said. “The way 
they’ve always done it in 
the past, he said, is an ad 
hoc committee, and it’s not 
a bunch of board members. 
What that ad hoc commit-
tee really does, he said, is 
put together kind of like 
a comprehensive plan of 
what you want to see out of 
the county in the future.”

The ad hoc committee 
would make any recom-
mendations to a regular 
committee, with any deci-

sion there passed to the 
county board for final 
approval.

The size of the commit-
tee was not decided.

Supervisor Kevin Con-
radt wants a county board 
majority on the committee.

“If you went with, say, 
seven or nine, that we 
should still have a major-
ity from the county board,” 
he said. “We’re ultimately 
responsible.”

Kautza, relating Berner’s 
comments, said it should 
be more about what the 
public wants and not the 
supervisors.

“If it’s all county board 
members, what’s going to 
be the public perception?” 
he said. “We’re just shov-
ing something down their 
throats.”

Jim Davel, administrative 

coordinator, said there will 
be a cost no matter the deci-
sion of the ad hoc commit-
tee, whether that decision 
is to build new government 
facilities, remodel existing 
ones or do nothing at all.

“The hard part of all this 
is you really have to con-
sider the future,” he said. 
“Shaking the crazy 8 ball: 
What does the future look 
like for our community? 
And how can we best posi-
tion ourselves?”

Supervisor Theresa Ser-
rano said it’s a mistake to 
overlook having someone 
from the sheriff’s depart-
ment or jail on the commit-
tee, especially if they are 
going to discuss whether to 
build a new jail or justice 
center.

“You need to have their 
input,” she said.

“That’s not going to hap-
pen,” Kautza said. “That’s 
taking away from the whole 
point of what he was getting 
at, and that is a committee 
that is more public, and 
they make the decisions.”

Sheriff George Lenzner 
said that at a minimum, 
someone with knowledge of 
jail operations would need 
to address the committee 
members.

“It’s very important 
to get the community 
on board, but you need 
somebody there to advise. 
The community does 
not understand the state 
statutes, what’s needed in 
the jail. I’m not there to 
rubber stamp anything. I’m 
a taxpayer, too,” he said. 
“When you build a new jail, 
it’s a lot different than what 
we have now. If you don’t 

have anybody advising the 
public on why you need 
a new jail, a lot of people 
think, ‘Oh, we’re just build-
ing it, because they want a 
new jail.’”

Davel said subject-
matter experts would be 
brought in when neces-
sary to address the ad hoc 
committee.

Kautza warned about 
starting the process by 
loading the committee 
with county employees or 
supervisors.

He suggested residents 
with select skills and 
backgrounds should be on 
the committee. Once the 
backgrounds are deter-
mined, residents who meet 
those skill sets would be 
approached about serving.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

Farm Service Agency seeks candidates for county committees
Nominations are now 

being accepted for farm-
ers and ranchers to serve 
on local U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture 
(USDA) Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) county 
committees.

These committees 
make important decisions 
about how federal farm 
programs are adminis-
tered locally. All nomina-
tion forms for the 2024 
election must be post-
marked or received in the 
local FSA office by Aug. 1.

“Serving on a Farm 
Service Agency county 
committee is your chance 
to ensure that other pro-

ducers who share your 
interests, your produc-
tion practices, and your 
perspective are repre-
sented. County commit-
tee service is a unique 
opportunity in the federal 
government for citizen 
stakeholders to partici-
pate in the implementa-
tion of policy and pro-
grams at the local level,” 
said FSA Administrator 
Zach Ducheneaux.

Elections for commit-
tee members will occur 
in certain Local Admin-
istrative Areas (LAA). 
LAAs are elective areas 
for FSA committees in a 
single county or multi-

county jurisdiction and 
may include LAAs that 
are focused on an urban 
or suburban area.

Customers can locate 
their LAA through a geo-
graphic information sys-
tem locator tool available 
at fsa.usda.gov/elections 
and determine if their 
LAA is up for election by 
contacting their local FSA 
office.

Agricultural produc-
ers may be nominated for 
candidacy for the county 
committee if they par-
ticipate or cooperate in a 
USDA program or reside 
in the LAA that is up for 
election this year.

A cooperating pro-
ducer is someone who 
has provided informa-
tion about their farming 
or ranching operation to 
FSA, even if they have 
not applied or received 
program benefits.

Individuals may nomi-
nate themselves or others 
and qualifying organiza-
tions may also nomi-
nate candidates. USDA 
encourages minority, 
women, urban and begin-
ning farmers or ranchers 
to nominate, vote and 
hold office.

Nationwide, more than 
7,700 dedicated mem-
bers of the agricultural 

community serve on FSA 
county committees. The 
committees are made 
up of three to 11 mem-
bers who serve three-
year terms. Committee 
members are vital to how 
FSA carries out disaster 
recovery, conservation, 
commodity and price 
support programs, as well 
as making decisions on 
county office employ-
ment and other agricul-
tural issues.

Producers should con-
tact their local FSA office 
today to register and find 
out how to get involved 
in their county’s election, 
including if their LAA is 

up for election this year. 
To be considered, a pro-
ducer must be registered 
and sign an FSA-669A 
nomination form. This 
form and other informa-
tion about FSA county 
committee elections are 
available at fsa.usda.gov/
elections.

All nomination forms 
for the 2024 election 
must be postmarked or 
received in the local 
USDA Service Center 
by the Aug. 1 deadline. 
Election ballots will be 
mailed to eligible voters 
in November.
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Renel declares mental illness in vehicle chase
Court orders 
evaluation to 

see if defendant 
has illness

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

A Cecil man that alleg-
edly led law enforcement 
on a chase in May 2022 
along state Highway 29 
entered a plea of not guilty 
by reason of mental illness 
June 21.

As a result, Shawano-
Menominee County Circuit 
Court Judge William Kus-
sel Jr. ordered an evalua-
tion of Aaron H. Renel, 41, 
in the hopes that the results 
will be available for a status 
conference Aug. 27.

Renel has been charged 
with felony count of fleeing 
and eluding an officer in a 
vehicle and second-degree 
recklessly endangering 
safety, along with a misde-
meanor count of resisting 
or obstructing an officer.

According to the 
criminal complaint, the 
Shawano County Sheriff’s 
Department responded 
around 5:15 p.m. on May 8, 
2022, to reports of a heavy 
truck-type military vehicle 
on the highway in western 
Shawano County travelling 
down the roadway with a 

flat tire, thus causing a traf-
fic hazard.

Deputies located and 
attempted to stop the 
vehicle, but Renel allegedly 
led them on a short chase, 
coming to a stop in about a 
half-mile on the eastbound 
lane median of Highway 29 
near County Road G in the 

Town of Seneca. The east-
bound highway was shut 
down due to the incident.

Renel allegedly would 
not cooperate and would 
not exit the vehicle. 
Because of comments 
allegedly made by Renel 
and the conditions of this 
incident, the Shawano 

County Special Response 
Team responded to this 
scene, Sperberg said. 
Deputies, including trained 
negotiators, communicated 
with Renel for about four 
hours, and during this time, 
arrangements were made 
with the Shawano County 
Highway Department for 
the use of snowplows in 
case the driver tried to flee 
the scene.

About 9:30 p.m. Re-
nel allegedly did just that, 
heading eastbound on 
Highway 29. Deputies tried 
to stop the suspect vehicle, 
using the snowplows in an 
attempt to perform a mov-
ing roadblock. The vehicle 
then crossed the median 
and began heading east-
bound in the westbound 
lanes of the highway, ac-
cording to Sperberg.

Renel allegedly came 
back to the eastbound lanes 
but then against crossed 
the median and was driv-
ing the wrong way down 
the highway. At one point, 
Renel allegedly drove into 
the median and a deputy 
operating a snowplow was 

able to pin the truck into 
the median, immobilizing 
it. Renel allegedly would 
not exit his vehicle and had 
to be removed with force. 
No serious injuries were 
reported to any law en-
forcement or this suspect, 
Sperberg said.

Renel is out on a $10,000 
cash bond.

During his initial ap-
pearance May 9, 2022, 
Kussel ordered a compe-
tency evaluation. Accord-
ing to court records, Renel 
refused to appear for court 
for a status conference 
Aug. 31, 2022, when the 
evaluation showed he was 
not competent to stand trial 
at that time.

A second competency 
evaluation was requested in 
October 2022 by the public 
defenders’ office, and that 
evaluation showed he was 
not competent but could be 
restored to competency. A 
hearing in February 2023 
confirmed he was compe-
tent to proceed in his own 
defense.

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Aaron Renel, right, sits beside his attorney, Eric Pangburn, during a plea hearing June 21 in Branch II of the Shawano 
County Courthouse.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Parks system launches new reservation website
By KEVIN PASSON

Editor-in-chief

Campsites, pavilions 
and shelters, as well as 
pontoon boats and short-
term dock rentals, at Sha-
wano County parks can 
now be reserved through 
a new website. 

The site, www.sha-
wanocountyparks.com, 
was launched in spring, 
officials said.

Matt Hietpas, the 
county’s technology 
services director, said 
they’ve already seen in-
creases in inquiries due to 
the new website.

“We’ve had more inter-
est in Wilson Park and 
pontoon boat rentals,” he 

told the Shawano County 
Executive Committee on 
June 19. “We’ve only had 
it up a little while, but it’s 
paying off already.”

Hietpas said there is 
also a new point-of-sale 
system at the snack shop 
and county campground 
store at Shawano Lake 
County Park. That equip-
ment was among the goals 
of the parks department 
in 2024.

Another goal in 2024 
was to add the Hayman 
Falls campsites to the on-
line reservation system, 
a project completed with 
the new website.

A few new surveillance 
cameras have also been in-
stalled at the park, he noted.

The Shawano County 
Parks 2023 annual report 
shows there were 10,979 
nights of camping at 
county parks last year, up 
slightly from the 10,730 in 
2022 and 10,645 in 2021.

Events in the pavil-
ion at the Shawano Lake 
County Park numbered 
115, down from the 121 in 
2022 but up from the 99 
in 2021.

Overall, eight county 
parks raised $489,840 
in revenue from camp-
site rentals ($209,139 or 
42.7%), booking fees, 
shelter rentals, snack 
shop revenue, pavilion 
rentals, store revenue, 
trail permit fees, boat 
launch fees, boat rentals 

and boat dock fees. Rev-
enue raised the previous 
year was $486,136.

The Shawano Lake 
County Campground has 
100 campsites, a large 
sandy beach with separate 
pet beach, a camp store, a 
snack shop and pontoon 
boat rentals. There is also 
an indoor pavilion, open 
air shelter and lakeview 
shelter available to rent.

Hayman Falls County 
Park is a 54-acre site lo-
cated along the Embarrass 
River with six campsites 
and a shelter with water 
and electricity.

The wood and stone 
Shawano Lake County 
Park Pavilion is available 
for business meetings, 
weddings and other func-
tions. It features an interi-
or capacity of 300, is open 
from 8 a.m. to midnight, 
and has audio and video 
equipment available.

Rates range from $150 
to $700 depending on the 
day of the week and how 
the facility is used.

There are several 
shelters available to rent 
as well.

• Mielke County Park: 
This 32-acre site hosts a 
250-seat theater, picnic 
area, playground, outdoor 
amphitheater, shelter 
with restrooms and a 
parking area.

• Oconto River Park: 
Also known as Pulci-
fer Park, it is located 
along the Oconto River 
with two shelters. It is a 
popular put-in or take-out 
point for tubing.

• Sunset Island Park: 
This 1.6-acre site provides 
a small shelter, picnic 
tables and three grills.

• Voelz Memorial 
Park (Wilson Lake): This 
110-acre property, which 
encompasses Wilson 

Lake, includes a small 
beach area, fishing pier, 
boat ramp and a large 
shelter with water and 
electricity.

• Waukechon River-
side Park: The 68-acre 
site sits along the Wolf 
River and has a shelter 
with restrooms and a pic-
nic area with grills.

Shawano Lake County 
Park has seven pontoon 
boats available for daily 
rental. Rates are $125 or 
$225 a day plus an equal 
amount as a deposit. The 
various sized boats can 
accommodate between 
five and 12 people.

Shawano Lake County 
Park also offers four 
short-term boat docks at 
$5 per day.

Call the campground 
at 715-526-4986 for more 
information.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

Add emergency contact info 
to driver’s license record

Wisconsin residents 
now have the option to add 
one emergency contact 
to their driver’s license 
record, according to the 
Shawano County Sheriff’s 
Department.

This contact informa-
tion could be available to 
law enforcement agencies 
for drivers involved in a 
collision or experiencing a 
medical emergency.

As part of every ap-
plication for a Wisconsin 
driver license or ID card, 
the applicant will be 
asked if they would like to 

include emergency contact 
information in their file. 
Adding the information is 
voluntary.

To have an emergency 
contact listed, you will be 
required to provide the 
contact’s name, residential 
address, phone number 
and their relationship to 
you. This information 
will not be printed on the 
driver license or ID card.

To add an emergency 
contact to your file, visit 
https://wisconsindot.gov/
Pages/dmv/license-drvs/
how-to-apply/Emergency-

contact.aspx.
You will need to enter 

your Wisconsin driver’s 
license or ID card number, 
the last four digits of your 
Social Security number 
and your date of birth; or 
your first name, middle 
initial and last name, your 
complete Social Security 
number and your date of 
birth.

Then, you must provide 
your emergency contact’s 
name, address and phone 
number, and your relation-
ship to the emergency 
contact.
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Hartleben Farms is one of the many local businesses to 
participate in the annual Tilleda Fun Dayz parade. This 
year’s celebration will be held June 30.� CONTRIBUTED

Community 
prepares for 
Tilleda Fun 
Dayz event

Annual festival will feature 
music, vendors, parade 
and children’s activities

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-chief

Summer is officially here, and that means 
it’s time once again for the annual Tilleda 
Fun Dayz celebration.

As is customary the past several years, 
the event will be held under a tent in the 
parking lot of the Wright Place Bar and 
Grill, N6185 County Road D, Tilleda. The 
celebration will run from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
June 30.

Harley and Mary Wright are coordina-
tors of the event, along with the Tilleda 
Sno-Riders. The Wrights started helping 
with the celebration in 2000 and have been 
working with the Sno-Riders to keep it go-
ing ever since then.

“The parade starts at 1 p.m. Lots of kids’ 
activities, bucket raffles, paddle wheels, lots 
of food, beer, music (by) Bill Hurley and 
Mike Daley,” Mary Wright said.

Terry One kicks off the with music at 10 
a.m. The Tilleda Sno-Riders will begin the 
food and beverage sales at 10:30 a.m., and 
vendors will sell their wares starting at 11 
a.m.

Kruzickis Kemo Kritters-Alpacas will be 
on site with animals to see and merchandise 
to sell. There will be a bounce house, and 
the Tilleda Pond Association will provide 
children’s games.

The parade will step off at 1 p.m., and Bill 
Hurley and Mike Daley will perform from 
2-6 p.m.

Raffles, bucket raffles and a spinning 
wheel game will benefit the Tilleda Sno-
Riders. In the big raffle, first prize is a 
convertible picnic table to benches from 
Chizel’s Custom Woodworking. Second 
prize is a standing cribbage table offered by 
the Wrights.

The third-place prize is half of a pig from 
Adams Meats; sausage and smoking are not 
included. The fourth prize is $300 cash from 
Tilleda Thunder on Ice, and the fifth prize 
is an entryway coat hook shelf from Cam 
and Dani Sweet.

Many other prizes are available, and 
winners need not be present to claim their 
prizes.

“Proceeds go to the Tilleda Sno-Riders,” 
Mary Wright said.

As a side note, the Wright Place Bar 
and Grill has been owned and operated by 
Harley and Mary Wright for more than 25 
years. The couple will soon retire and are 
have the business up for sale.

Amy Jo Bergner prepares her work area for a commissioned portrait of a deceased pet. Her charcoal pencil portraits have helped owners work through the grief of losing a 
beloved pet. Bergner said her technique includes using white paint on her subject’s eyes because the charcoal doesn’t make them “pop” enough. Each portrait begins with a 
projection of a photograph of the pet.� LYNN ZAFFRANN

Pet portraits showcase 
four-legged loved ones

Self-taught Pulcifer 
artist taps into rainbow 
bridge for inspiration

By LYNN ZAFFRANN
Correspondent

Amy Jo Bergner, of Pulcifer, is a tal-
ented, self-taught portrait artist.

What sets her apart from other artists 
in the Shawano County area is that she 
has never met her subjects in person.

Bergner creates portraits of pets who 
have passed away, helping people to cope 
with the loss of the pets.

Owners provide photographs of their 
deceased pets for Bergner to copy. She 
uses colored charcoal pencils to craft 
realistic portraits of the animals.

Bergner was featured on the weekly 
WBAY Small Towns broadcast segment 
that features unique and inspirational 
people in northeast Wisconsin.

“They had it as a story about an artist 
who helps people deal with the loss of 
their pets,” she said.

Featured during the show was the por-
trait that Bergner did for Shawano County 
Sheriff’s Deputy Craig Rekoske whose K-9 
partner, Getty, had died.

Bergner noted that she drew Getty’s 
portrait from a picture she pulled from 
Facebook.

“I couldn’t see the badge, it was too 
blurry,” she said. “So, I met him (Reko-
ske), and I told him what I was doing and 
he let me take a picture of his badge, and 

then, when I got done with it, I presented 
him with it. He was very appreciative of 
it. He didn’t expect it. He’s just a super-
nice person.”

She shared that she’s done about 80 
portraits so far. Since being featured on 
the TV in March, she now has 30 orders 
waiting for her special touch.

Bergner said that when she was in 

school, she was always doodling and 
would draw cartoon characters.

“I liked Garfield, but it was mainly dogs 
and cats that I would draw. I started in 
elementary school and I tried to do more 
‘cartoony’ stuff in high school,” she said. 
“I married at 21, had kids, and then life 

Pulcifer artist Amy Jo Bergner begins a new portrait of a client’s deceased dog. She has been featured on WBAY’s 
Small Towns for how her talent is helping people deal with the loss of their pets. Her Facebook page is Art by Amy Jo 
and is her preferred source for interested readers to connect with her.� LYNN ZAFFRANN

PORTRAITS, CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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kind of takes over. I started 
doing crafts with my mom 
and my aunt.”

Bergner said that they 
had craft sales and get-
togethers. She noticed she 
was making things and 
enjoying them, but had to 
find people who wanted 
them. That led to an ac-
cumulation of stuff.

“Everybody got crafts 
for Christmas,” Bergner 
said. “I knew that I wanted 
to do something with my 
drawing, so I found a class 
online that helps you find 
your niche. It was a course 
with a questionnaire and 
for me it came down to 
pet portraits, and this 

was personal, it was for 
somebody.”

Bergner noted she 
didn’t go to art school. 
Instead, she followed Face-
book art pages, learning a 
lot online from tutorials.

“There was a lady at 
church whose cat passed 
away,” Bergner said. “She 
asked me if I could draw 
her cat.”

She noted she wanted to 
do more after that. People 
took notice of her work 
through one of her online 
course pages. Then she 
started a Facebook page, 
Art by Amy Jo.

Three of the first com-
missioned orders Bergner 

did was for two women in 
Tennessee and then for an-
other woman from out-of-
state. Now, it’s just pretty 
much in Wisconsin.

“It’s more popular and 
is a neat feeling,” she said 
with a smile.

Bergner displays her 
work at the Shawano 
County Fair and has a 
small display at the We 
Care Animal Hospital in 
Clintonville. She’s gotten 
a couple of commissions 
through that.

“There was a little 
girl living in Stockbridge. 
When she was 3 years old, 
she had a brain tumor,” 
Bergner said. “In the time 

she was going through 
that, she was away from 
home and her cat passed 
away.”

Because of the dam-
age the tumor caused, 
Bergner said that the 
little girl would wake up 
every morning and draw a 
picture of her cat. She kept 
reliving the loss of the cat.

“I drew the picture for 
her and I got to give it 
to her for her birthday,” 
Bergner said.

The detail in the cat 
portrait can be seen on 
Bergner’s Facebook page. 
She shared that she used 
about seven different col-
ors on the cat, to bring the 

cat’s black coat forward.
After completing a 

portrait, she uses a spray 
called Workable Fixative 
that seals chalk.

“It brings out all the 
darkness and all the detail 
in everything,” she noted.

Bergner works about 11 
hours daily at KI Indus-
tries in Bonduel during the 
summer, which doesn’t 
leave much time for her 
portraits. During the rest 
of the year when she isn’t 
working as many hours, 
she comes home from 
work and starts to draw. 
She noted that she can 
then get a picture done 
within a week, taking 

about 13 hours to do one 
portrait.

Bergner said that her 
Facebook page is the best 
way to get in touch with 
her.

“I’ve always said that 
this gift that I have is a 
God-given gift,” Bergner 
said. “It touches people 
very deeply. I have videos 
of people being given 
their portraits and they 
break down. But they said 
that it also brings them a 
peace, that they feel that 
the pet’s presence is still 
there.

“It means a lot to me 
and I treat every one as if 
it’s my own pet.”

PORTRAITS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

Sit right back, and you’ll hear a tale about a golden pot
June 6, 2024, was the 

end of a multi-generation-
al tradition that culmi-
nated in a dispersal sale 
at Hilrose Dairy Farm in 
Sherwood. It was a bitter-
sweet ending to a love sto-
ry that started almost two 
centuries ago in Hausen, 
Germany. It’s my family’s 
story, but it’s certainly not 
unique. Tens of thousands 
of similar events have oc-
curred across Wisconsin 
during the past 50 years. 
I’m recording what hap-
pened because seismic 
economic change affects 
real people’s lives. The 
story starts with a simple 
cooking pot.

When I make soup, 
stew or spaghetti sauce, I 
always use my golden pot 
made of iron, a five-quart 
cast iron Dutch oven. It’s 
well seasoned, the bottom 
blackened from use on a 
homesteader’s woodstove. 
One of my most cherished 
possessions, it’s not pretty, 
but it works so well that 
I wonder why it was ban-
ished to an unheated attic.

I found the pot around 
the time small dairy farm-
ing began its descent in 
the Dairy State. My father 
Hilard Brantmeier said 
it belonged to my great-
great grandmother, Anna 
Maria Holzschuh, who 
immigrated to America 
in 1856. My brother John, 
our family historian, says 
Dad’s narrative probably 
contains some fiction, but 
as my sister Carol says: 
“Don’t let the facts get in 
the way of a good story.”

I acquired my treasure 
the day Dad asked me to 
help him clean out the 
attic of an old farmhouse, 
the lifelong home of my 
great-aunt, Anna Derfus, 
who passed away in 1974. 
Her farm was being read-
ied for sale, and Dad was 
going through the attic as 

a favor to my brother, Joe, 
and his wife, Chris, who 
were buying the property.

Aunt Annie’s attic was 
not a pleasant place to 
spend an afternoon, and I 
quickly regretted offering 
to help. It wasn’t a Hallow-
een horror setting, but it 
was stuffy, with the unmis-
takable odor of mildew. As 
we went through piles of 
mostly useless stuff, Dad 
discovered a mantle clock 
which he fondly recalled 
from frequent visits to the 
home. It was really beauti-
ful, and I really wanted 
it. Dad said no; this clock 
belongs in this house. He 
was right, and Joe and 
Chris acquired another 
cherished family heirloom.

Rummaging around 
that day, I felt like a 
trespasser. Who was I 
to be poking around in 
Aunt Annie’s life, sort-
ing through things she’d 
acquired, used, valued 
and then packed away? I 
pushed those emotions 
aside and went looking for 
something special to take 

in remembrance of her 
when I spied it, a heavy 
iron pot in remarkably 
good condition.

I picked it up, and the 
kettle whispered, “Take 
me home and put me back 
into service.” I showed it 
to Dad. “Yours if you want 
it,” he said offhandedly. 
“But you oughta know the 
story that goes with it.” 
Suddenly, that stuffy attic 
was the only place in the 
world I wanted to be.

“I’m pretty sure it came 
from Bavaria,” Dad said. 
“Probably made the six-
week voyage to Sheboy-
gan in the 1850s in the 
trunk of Great-Grandma 
Anna Maria Holzschuh, 
Aunt Annie’s namesake. 
All because Anna Maria 
had fallen in love with 
John George Holzschuh, 
though their marriage was 
impossible.”

“Say what? Why?” His 
answer stunned me. “Back 
then there were strict laws 
in Germany regarding 
marriage. Unless a man 
had money or met specific 

requirements to estab-
lish a family, he couldn’t 
marry.” I was spellbound, 
earnestly wishing my new 
possession could talk. Dad, 
who could and would talk, 
was delighted to have an 
audience.

He said John George’s 
father, Caspar, was a 
shoemaker who followed 
tradition by schooling his 
sons in the trade. In fact, 
that’s where his name 
originated. Like many Ger-
man surnames, it comes 
from an occupation: holz 
(wooden) and schuh 
(shoe). Dad told me that 
even though John George 
became a highly skilled 
shoemaker, there wasn’t 
enough business in their 
village to sustain all of the 
sons. Until John George 
found a way to support a 
family, he and Anna Maria 
must wait.

“Wait? When you’re 
young and in love?” Dad’s 
face lit up like always 
when he was relating fam-
ily history. “Yes, but there 
was something else, a 

very important something 
else.” He explained that 
Germany was still recov-
ering from the devastation 
of the Thirty Years War 
(1818-1848), when a bloody 
uprising to throw off the 
shackles of tyrannical gov-
ernment failed, causing an 
economic disaster.

John George faced a 
bleak future, but he was 
determined to change his 
destiny. He knew thou-
sands of Germans were 
seeking a better life in 
America, and he began to 
dream. I had to ask: “But 
how, how could he leave 
his family, his friends, his 
beloved Bavaria behind 
forever, and Anna Maria, 
she did go with him, right, 
Dad?”

He smiled. “Yup. 
Where there’s a will, 
there’s a way.”

(To be continued)

Kathleen Marsh is a lifelong educator, 
writer and community advocate. She 

has published eight books, four on the 
history of Townsend, where she and 

husband Jon are happily retired on the 
beautiful Townsend Flowage.

Kathleen Kathleen 
MarshMarsh
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
FRIDAY, JUNE 28

SHAWANO: Smalley Beach 
Bash, 2-7 p.m., Smalley Park, 
211 Riverside Drive. Food 
trucks, giant inflatables, DJ/
karaoke, tubing with the 
Shawano Ski Sharks, Popsicles 
with the Shawano area police, 
crafts with the Shawano 
Library.

OCONTO FALLS: Summer 
Concert Series, 6-9 p.m., East 
Side Beach, 631 N. Main St. 
Music by Adam Trask. Food 
and refreshments available, no 
carry-ins. Bring a lawn chair.

SURING: Recovery Talking 
Circle, 6-8 p.m. South Branch 
Community Center, W1281 
County Road M. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 29
SHAWANO: FRESH Project 

Farmers Market, 8 a.m. to 
noon, Franklin Park, 235 S. 
Washington St. First Presbyte-
rian Church will have bake sale 
at the market this week. 

OCONTO FALLS: Joyful Noise 
Outdoor Concert, 2-6 p.m., 
East Side Beach, 631 N. Main 
St. Live music hosted by Grace 
Lutheran Church, featuring 
Grace Worship Band, The 
Rockin’ Psalms, OWCC Band, 
and Lona and Brad Ryczek.

SHAWANO: Naberhood 
Block Party, 5:30-8 p.m., 214 S. 

Main St. Music by Just About 
Right.

SHAWANO: Stock car racing, 
6-10 p.m., Shawano Speedway, 
990 E. Green Bay St. Admis-
sion $12 17 and up, $6 12-16, 
free 11 and younger with paid 
adult.

SUNDAY, JUNE 30
SHAWANO: Zurko Promo-

tions Flea Market, 7 a.m. to 
4 p.m., Fairgrounds, 990 E. 
Green Bay St. $2 admission. 

TILLEDA: Tilleda Fun Dayz, 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., The Wright 
Place, N6185 County Road 
D. Cosponsored by Tilleda 
Sno-Riders. Music by Terry 
Oke 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., 
food and beverages starting 
at 10:30 a.m., vendors open 
11 a.m., parade 1 p.m., music 
by Bill Hurley and Mike Daley 
2-6 p.m. Petting zoo, bounce 
house, kids’ games, raffles.

STILES: St. Patrick Parish 
Picnic, noon, 5246 St. Patricks 
Road. Outdoor Mass at 11 a.m. 
followed by picnic with bounce 
house, games, raffles, silent 
auction, live music by Positive 
Energy, and food including 
booyah, burgers, drinks, des-
serts and more.

SHAWANO: Music at Ar-
lington Park, 6:30-8:30 p.m., 
Arlington Park, 300 Humphrey 

Circle. Pat Wiley.

MONDAY, JULY 1
TOWNSEND: American Red 

Cross blood drive, 11 a.m.-4 
p.m., Townsend Town Hall, 
16564 Elm St.

SHAWANO: Recovery talking 
circle, 6-8 p.m., First Presbyte-
rian Church, Room 4, 100 W. 
Presbyterian St. Information: 
Dallas Gast, 715-701-5388 or 
dallasgast8@gmail.com. 

TUESDAY, JULY 2
OCONTO FALLS: Oconto 

County Farmers Market, 4-8 
p.m., Highland Square. 

SHAWANO: Naberhood 
Block Party, 5:30-7 p.m., 214 S. 
Main St. Improv with Comedy 
City.

KESHENA: Recovery talking 
circle, 6-8 p.m. Omaeqnome-
newak Wetohkatikamek 
Center, 2700 Mianaceqtawak 
Road. Information: Mindy 
Thunder at 715-799-3835 or 
mthunder@mitw.org. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 3
GILLETT: Independence 

Day Celebration, 4 p.m. to 
midnight, Zippel Park. Music, 
food, beverages.

OCONTO: Waterfest, 4-11 
p.m., Breakwater Park and 
Harbor, 1301 Harbor Road. Live 

music, kids’ activities, food, 
and refreshments, fireworks at 
10 p.m.

SHAWANO: Shawano Ski 
Sharks Waterski Show, 6 p.m., 
Smalley Park, 211 Riverside 
Drive. Junior show 5:30 p.m. 
Free admission, donations 
accepted.

NEOPIT: Recovery talking 
circle, 6-8 p.m. The Circle 
House, W6715 Shawpoka-
sic St. Information: Mindy 
Thunder at 715-799-3835 or 
mthunder@mitw.org. 

SHAWANO: Fireworks, dusk, 
Shawano Airport, 248 Airport 
Road.

THURSDAY, JULY 4
LEOPOLIS: Triathlon and 

Cornhole Tournament, 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., A.N. Brunner Field, 
11930 Third St. Registration 
8-9:30 a.m. 9:30 at Leopolis 
Pond. Parade at noon, float line 
up 11 a.m. in the Corral park-
ing lot. Cornhole tournament 
registration 12:30 p.m., start 
1:30 p.m. $20 per team, 100% 
payout, 24-team maximum.

GILLETT: Independence 
Day Celebration, 9 a.m. to 
midnight, Zippel Park. Car and 
truck show 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
tractor pull noon, parade 2 
p.m. Music, food, beverages, 
fireworks at dusk.

BONDUEL: Fourth of July 
Celebration, 11 a.m. to 11 p.m., 
Village Park, 214 E. Park St. 
Parade 11 a.m., Legion baseball 
2 p.m., bike giveaway 3 p.m., 
family and kids’ games 7 p.m. 
fireworks at dusk.

TOWNSEND: Fourth of July 
Celebration, 11 a.m. to 10 p.m., 
Fire Station, 17937 Front St. 
Crafters, food, beer, soda, 
raffles, and music from 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Parade at noon, 
fireworks at dusk at Townsend 
Ball Park, Grove and Wheeler 
streets.

GILLETT: Community 
Market, 5-7 p.m., Gillett Public 
Library, 200-204 E. Main St. 

SHAWANO: Thursdayz at 
Franklin, 6-8:30 p.m., Franklin 
Park, 235 S. Washington St. 
Music with Spark, Spark, Bang!

BOWLER: Native American 
Talking Circle, 7-9 p.m., Mohi-
can Family Center, N8605 Oak 
St. Information: Yvonne Burr, 
715-326-0891. 

FRIDAY, JULY 5
SURING: Recovery Talking 

Circle, 6-8 p.m. South Branch 
Community Center, W1281 
County Road M. 

SATURDAY, JULY 6
SHAWANO: Zurko Promo-

tions Flea Market special holi-

day market, 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Fairgrounds, 990 E. Green Bay 
St. $2 admission.

TOWNSEND: Kids Fishing 
Tournament, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
Wendt’s Sandbar Resort, 
16688 Nicolet Road. Registra-
tion starts 7 a.m., open to kids 
15 and under.

SHAWANO: FRESH Project 
Farmers Market, 8 a.m. to 
noon, Franklin Park, 235 S. 
Washington St. First Presbyte-
rian Church will have bake sale 
at the market this week. 

SHAWANO: Fourth annual 
Craft and Antique Sale, 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., Bottle House An-
tiques, 701 S. Main St.

MOUNTAIN: Independence 
Day Celebration, 10 a.m. to 
dusk. Craft fair, kids’ activities, 
raffles, food, fireworks at dusk.

TOWNSEND: Watermelon 
Eating Contest, 11 a.m., Ough-
ton Park on Pickerel Lake.

SHAWANO: Naberhood 
Block Party, 5:30-8 p.m., 214 S. 
Main St. Music by Zakk Abbitz.

SHAWANO: Stock car racing, 
6-10 p.m., Shawano Speedway, 
990 E. Green Bay St. Admis-
sion $12 17 and up, $6 12-16, 
free 11 and younger with paid 
adult.

BELLE PLAINE: Cloverleaf 
Lakes Fireworks Show, dusk, 
Pine Lake.
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HealthPartners® Robin (PPO) gives you the care and coverage you need at an 

affordable price. It’s this simple approach to Medicare that makes us your  

partner for good.SM

Medicare plan highlights

High-value, low-cost plans 

starting at $0/month

Medicare made for you

See doctors you know at Bellin Health, 

ThedaCare and other major care systems
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More benefits, more perks for you – 

including dental, vision and more

Shawano hires new 
public works director

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

A new public works 
director will be coming on 
board for Shawano in July 
after the Shawano Common 
Council chose from three 
finalists at the end of May.

Mike Mahloch, currently 
the utilities superintendent 
for the village of Bellevue, 
was selected to be the 
public works director. He 
previously worked for the 
city of Shawano as a water 
and sewer operator, leav-
ing in 2012, according to 
City Administrator Eddie 
Sheppard.

“He has a little bit of a 
history,” Sheppard said.

Seven people, by way 
of consultant, were recom-
mended for the position 
being vacated by Scott 
Kroening, who is retiring. 
Kroening will stay on for a 
few months as a consultant 
for some of the major public 
works projects started dur-
ing his tenure to promote 
continuity.

Mahloch will start as 
director on July 22, accord-
ing to Sheppard. His annual 
salary will be $96,000.

“I think we just really 
liked his approach,” Shep-
pard said. “Obviously, he is 
very bright, very intelligent. 
You can tell that he’s got a 
good work ethic. He’s been 
ascending very well in his 
previous positions, and we 

just feel like he’s ready to 
take on this position with 
the city.”

Sheppard believes 
Mahloch will be a good fit 
for the direction that the 
city of Shawano is going.

“I think a lot of the 
value he has in management 
aligns with our management 
team, and we felt like he 
was the right fit,” Sheppard 
said.

Mahloch is, in Shep-
pard’s view, able to embrace 
the leadership style where 
he’ll work for the people of 
the community.

“Everybody’s different, 
but he’s pretty much in the 
servant leader style,” Shep-
pard said. “He cares a lot 
about the organization, and 
he’ll do what he needs to 
do to make sure that we’re 
successful, and I think that’s 
sort of the approach that we 
all adopted here at the city, 
where it’s organization first 
and then we’ll figure out 
how to get the good things 
done.”

Even though Mahloch 
can fill the position, Shep-
pard noted the city will miss 
Kroening’s expertise.

“Scott had the years and 
years of experience (with 
Shawano) that you can’t 
just come with,” Sheppard 
said. “Obviously, there 
will be a learning curve 
like with any new job, but 
fortunately he has a good 
support system.”

Use right sunscreen for acne-prone skin
In navigating the 

complex world of skin-
care, especially for those 
managing acne, under-
standing the impact of 
sunscreen on acne-prone 
skin is crucial. It’s a com-
mon misconception that 
sunscreen universally 
exacerbates acne.

While it’s true that 
certain sunscreens can 
irritate the skin and clog 
pores, leading to break-
outs, the solution lies in 
selecting the right type of 
sunscreen.

“Non-comedogenic 
sunscreens are specifically 
formulated to prevent 
pore blockages, mak-
ing them an ideal choice 
for individuals prone 
to acne,” said Katrina 
Mattek, physician assis-
tant with Aspirus Plastic 
Surgery and Aesthetics. 
“These sunscreens are 
less likely to contribute 
to breakouts, offering sun 
protection without com-
promising skin health.”

Sunscreen comes in 
two primary types.

• Chemical: Chemical 
sunscreens work by ab-
sorbing into the skin, then 
absorbing UV rays and 
converting them into heat, 
which is subsequently 
released from the body.

• Physical: Physical 
sunscreens, in contrast, 
remain on the skin’s sur-
face and reflect the sun’s 
rays. Due to its potential 
for skin irritation, chemi-
cal sunscreen might pose 
a higher risk for those 
with sensitive or acne-
prone skin, potentially 
worsening acne issues.

The choice between 
chemical and physical 
sunscreens is not just 
about acne considerations 
but also about personal 
preference and skin type 
compatibility.

“Including acne-prone 
skin sunscreen is an in-
dispensable part of your 
skincare routine,” said 
Mattek. “Sunscreen pro-
tects against harmful UV 
rays that can cause not 
only immediate damage 
like sunburn but also long-
term effects such as skin 
aging and skin cancer.”

When choosing 
sunscreen, individuals 
with acne-prone skin 
should consider their 
skin’s specific needs and 
sensitivities. Opting for 
a non-comedogenic, pos-
sibly physical sunscreen 
that minimizes the risk of 
irritation and breakouts 
is essential. Additionally, 
consulting with a medical 
professional can provide 
personalized recommen-
dations to ensure that the 
chosen sunscreen offers 
effective protection with-
out harming the skin.

While it’s true that certain sunscreens can irritate the skin and clog pores, leading to breakouts, the solution lies 
in selecting the right type of sunscreen, said Katrina Mattek, physician assistant with Aspirus Plastic Surgery and 
Aesthetics.� CONTRIBUTED
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Leadership Shawano County seeks new class members
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Being a great leader is 
more than intuition. It’s 
education.

Leadership Shawano 
County is designed to as-
sist in the preparation of 
a strong, diverse group of 
leaders qualified to repre-
sent the greater Shawano 
County area and willing to 
make responsible decisions 
affecting the public and 
private sectors.

Members of the class 
of 2024-25 are now being 
sought. The application 
deadline is July 15.

Participants connect 
with others on a higher 
level and bring their newly 

found skills back to the 
organizations they serve, 
making a difference for 
their team, their company 
and Shawano County.

“The Leadership Shawa-
no County (LSC) program 
is such an asset to our cur-
rent and emerging leaders 
in the area,” said Suzanne 
Wittman, executive direc-
tor, Shawano Country 
Chamber of Commerce, 
and a graduate of the 
2022-23 class. “Aside from 
learning valuable informa-
tion about the region we 
live in, we also had the op-
portunity to build relation-
ships with our classmates 
who represented numerous 
businesses and organiza-

tions within Shawano and 
Menominee counties.

“LSC challenges and 
engages its participants, 
emphasizes the need for 
civic and community 
engagement and equips in-
dividuals with for the daily 
interactions with employ-
ers, co-workers, clients and 
customers.”

The program requires a 
commitment of one Thurs-
day every month for nine 
months.

Leadership Shawano 
County is a cooperative 
effort of the Shawano 
Country Chamber of Com-
merce and the University 
of Wisconsin-Extension of 
Shawano County. The goal 

of the program is to build a 
pool of citizens with broad 
knowledge of the ideas, 
issues and concerns faced 
by local communities. It is 
hoped that as the partici-
pants become aware of the 
challenges and the many 
existing resources, they 
will take leadership and 
active participation roles 
in helping to meet those 
challenges.

Topics include collab-
orative leadership styles; 
natural resources; local and 
tribal government; econom-
ic development; family and 
diversity issues; education, 
youth and lifelong learning; 
health care and wellness; 
and personal engagement.

Participation is open to 
the general public living 
and working in and around 
Shawano County.

The cost of Leadership 
Shawano County is $850 

per person. The tuition 
covers the costs of all 
sessions including edu-
cational materials, meals 
and breaks, bus transpor-
tation on field trips and 
graduation.

Limited scholarships are 
available based on financial 
need.

Tuition is often paid by 
the participant’s employer. 
Some employers expect 
individuals to personally 
contribute a percentage of 
the fee.

“The skills I have 
acquired through this pro-
gram are already helping 
me in my workplace and 
with community involve-
ment,” said 2018-19 LSC 
graduate Adam Carroll, 
line foreman with Shawano 
Municipal Utilities. “One 
of the greatest takeaways 
for me is the opportunity 
to build relationships with 

other community leaders.”
The College of Menomi-

nee Nation’s Theresa Marie 
Martin, one of Carroll’s 
classmates, also praised 
the program after her 
graduation.

“My experience as a 
participant in Leader-
ship Shawano County has 
been phenomenal,” she 
said. “I’ve gained valuable 
information and knowl-
edge surrounding area 
businesses and industries. 
This program has provided 
me with a new network of 
people and possible future 
business relationships.”

Applications are avail-
able at Leadership/Shawa-
noCounty.com.

For more information, 
contact Nancy Schultz 
at 715-201-0471 or nancy.
leadershipsc@outlook.com 
or visit leadershipshawano-
county.com.
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YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Officials must bear 
burden of proof in 

records cases
Imagine I sue a school 

district for refusing to 
provide copies of records. 
Do I have to prove I’m 
entitled to them, or does 
the district have to prove 
it can withhold them?

That’s a question the 
Wisconsin Freedom of 
Information Council, 
along with the Milwau-
kee Journal Sentinel and 
Wisconsin Institute for 
Law and Liberty, have 
asked the Wisconsin 
Supreme Court to clarify, 
in a friend-of-the-court 
amicus brief filed on May 
22.

This can be a com-
plex topic, so let’s start 
with the basics. In court 
cases, one of the parties 
always has the “burden 
of proof” — the obliga-
tion to convince the court 
that its side is right. Most 
people are familiar with 
that concept in crimi-
nal cases. Every person 
is presumed innocent 
until proven guilty, and 
prosecutors have to prove 
their case “beyond a rea-
sonable doubt” to convict 
a defendant.

In civil cases, plaintiffs 
have the burden to prove 
they are owed damages 
(or other relief) from de-
fendants, but the burden 
is much lower — by the 
“greater weight” or pre-
ponderance of evidence. 
For example, if liability 
for a car crash depends 
on who ran the red light, 
the plaintiff must prove it 
was more likely than not 
that the defendant ran the 
light.

Records cases are civil 
cases, but the burden is 
reversed from the nor-
mal civil case. The Open 
Records Law creates a 
presumption that govern-
ment records are public, 
which means that govern-
ment records custodians 
must prove their case in 
order to win, usually by 
establishing an applicable 
exception. For example, 
if they claim that releas-
ing the records will put 
somebody in danger, they 
must prove the danger is 
reasonably likely to oc-
cur; they can’t engage in 
mere speculation. If they 
claim the record is an 
exempt “draft,” they must 
prove its creator kept 
it for personal use and 
didn’t circulate it.

At least, that’s what the 
vast majority of records 
cases have said. A handful 
of cases have suggested 
the opposite — that the 
burden actually belongs 

with the plaintiff.
That’s because what is 

sought in records cases 
is a “writ of mandamus.” 
This is a court document 
ordering a government of-
ficial to perform a specific 
action, like compelling 
a local clerk to certify a 
recall election or a zoning 
board to issue a building 
permit.

To obtain a writ, plain-
tiffs usually have the bur-
den to prove they have 
a clear legal right to the 
relief sought; the official 
has a clear legal duty to 
perform the act; they will 
suffer legally recognized 
damages without relief; 
and they have no other 
adequate avenue of relief. 
If plaintiffs fail to prove 
any of those four things, 
they lose.

In the records law con-
text, courts almost never 
analyze cases like that. 
Instead, they start from 
a presumption of access 
and then analyze whether 
the reasons the custodian 
gave for denying a record 
request are legally valid. 
In a few cases (six out of 
41, from my research), 
courts instead analyzed 
whether the plaintiff had 
proven all four elements 
of mandamus — typically 
focusing on the first and 
second elements regard-
ing the requester’s clear 
right and the custodian’s 
clear duty.

We think those six 
cases, including one case 
now before the Supreme 
Court, approached the 
question wrong. So 
we’re asking the court to 
resolve the conflict. We 
aren’t taking a position on 
the merits of the under-
lying case (which seeks 
court records finding 
individuals incompetent 
to vote), but we believe 
it’s important that courts 
use the right analysis.

We hope and trust 
that the court will issue a 
decision in keeping with 
the law’s mandate that all 
persons are entitled to a 
maximum amount of ac-
cess to public records.

Tom Kamenick is the president and 
founder of the Wisconsin Transpar-
ency Project. Your Right to Know is 

a monthly column distributed by the 
Wisconsin Freedom of Information 

Council (wisfoic.org), a group dedicated 
to open government.

Tom Tom 
KamenickKamenick

Guest columnistGuest columnist

Journalistic censorship not welcome here
There are two major 

types of people you deal 
with as a journalist — 
those that speak their 
minds to their hearts’ 
content in the hopes of 
constantly being in the 
spotlight, and those that 
speak their minds to their 
hearts’ content who then 
try to push journalists 
covering the event to cut 
their comments out of the 
story.

Those of you in the 
first category, take a deep 
breath, because I’m not 
going to offer any com-
mentary on you today.

Those of you in the 
second category, have 
a seat, because I have 
something to say about 
your attempts at journal-
istic censorship, and how 
it flies in the face of the 
First Amendment — spe-
cifically freedom of the 
press.

The funny thing about 
the First Amendment 
is that it gives folks the 
freedom to speak their 
minds, but it also gives 
the press the freedom to 
chronicle what people say 
in public without censor-
ship. Twice in less than 
a week, I’ve had people 
attempt to “tell” me what 
to write and what not 
to write, but it’s been a 
constant battle in the 13 
years I’ve been here in 
northeast Wisconsin.

The latest censor-
ship attempt came June 
19 when I attended a 
meeting for the Shawano 
County Democratic Party, 
which was described 
in the press release as 
something where the pub-
lic was invited. Besides 
the transgender speaker 
advertised, the Democrats 
heard from one of the 

candidates for district 
attorney. All this I freely 
documented.

Then the party chair-
woman stood up and 
talked about how impor-
tant it was for Democrats 
to vote in the Aug. 13 
primary and vote on the 
Republican ballot. How-
ever, she preceded it with 
“This is off the record.” 
No asking, no tearful 
pleas, just the arrogance 
that she thinks she can 
tell journalists what is ac-
ceptable to write.

As you can see by what 
I just wrote, I didn’t vio-
late my ethics and didn’t 
obey her commands like a 
good dog.

Before that, I attended 
the June 15 public hear-
ing — I repeat, public 
hearing — on the plans 
to put an adolescent 
recovery center in the 
Town of Bartelme on 
Stockbridge-Munsee land. 
Many people spoke on the 
issue, but only one tried 
to convince me not to 
include her comments in 
the story by coming up to 
my table and saying it.

It didn’t stop there, 
though.

Following the meeting, 
I went to visit my mother 
and enjoy what was re-
maining of my weekend. 
While enjoying lunch 
with her, I got several 
messages on my personal 
Facebook page making the 
same demands, and when 
I didn’t act rude toward 
my mother and answer 

right away, she convinced 
someone with the Sha-
wano Police Department 
to text me and suggest I 
should probably be check-
ing my social media. That 
really took the cake — and 
some nerve.

What people don’t 
realize is public meet-
ings, hearings and forums 
are fair game for those 
who cover the news. 
Every word, every action, 
even every nasty expres-
sion or eye twitch are 
on the table for journal-
ists, and bureaucrats and 
loudmouths don’t get to 
tell, coerce or bully me 
regarding what goes into 
what I write. Freedom 
of speech does not get 
priority over freedom of 
the press — that’s why 
they’re both in the First 
Amendment.

Freedom of the press is 
under attack worldwide, 
and sadly, those attacks 
happen in Shawano 
County, too. Besides 
the two aforementioned 
incidents, here are some 
other examples of when 
folks tried to get me to 
ignore my impartiality:

• Following an article 
I wrote about something 
at one of the Shawano 
School District’s com-
mittees, which are public 
meetings under the open 
meeting law, I got an 
administrative email that 
said, among other things: 
“I ask that if you are at-
tending committee meet-
ings you, please refrain 
from writing about topics 
discussed in committee 
until they are presented 
to the entire board.” 
Nope. Public meeting 
equals fair game, even if 
it’s a committee.

• About a year ago, I 

was attending a village 
board meeting, and the 
village clerk was about 
to say something about 
somebody in the vil-
lage who was not at the 
meeting and thus not able 
to provide an opposing 
viewpoint, but before she 
said it, she pointed at me 
and said “This is off the 
record,” at which point 
I spoke up and said that 
this was a public meeting. 
The funny thing about 
smalltown bureaucrats is 
they think they’re rulers 
of their roosts. They’re 
not.

• In 2013, at another 
Shawano school com-
mittee meeting, the 
discussion of the sale of 
the school bus company 
was on the agenda. This 
time, it wasn’t a pub-
lic official trying to tell 
me I couldn’t report on 
what was happening at a 
public meeting. It was an 
arrogant man selling the 
company but still trying 
to get a five-year contract 
from the district.

I could go on with ex-
amples, but I’ve made my 
point. I inform the public 
about what goes on in the 
community, and I’m not 
going to dirty my ethi-
cal responsibility to do 
so just because you say 
something stupid, petty 
or illegal in a public situa-
tion. Freedom of the press 
is in the First Amend-
ment, alongside freedom 
of speech. One doesn’t 
supersede the other, so 
if you don’t want any 
inflammatory or idiotic 
comments to end up in 
news reports, keep your 
mouth shut.

Lee Pulaski is the city editor for NEW 
Media. Readers can contact him at 

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com.

Lee PulaskiLee Pulaski
City editorCity editor
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Math doesn’t add up for 
turf field at SCHS

To the editor:
The recent article 

about the Shawano School 
Board’s consideration of 
passing artificial turf con-
struction costs to taxpayers 
contained some math that I 
found interesting.

Such a field, according to 
the consultant, would cost 
$950,000 upfront and about 
$1,500,000 over 15 years. 
Using the consultant’s pro-
jected maintenance costs of 
$2,500 to $5,000 annually, 
that $75,000 at most would 

total $1,025,000. The con-
sultant must believe there 
is considerable extra field 
cost beyond the initial ex-
pense to reach $1,500,000. 
After 12 years, said to be 
the upper limit of durability 
for the field, it is logical to 
expect another million dol-
lars plus inflation costs will 
be demanded for replacing 
the turf.

Maintenance costs for 
the existing grass field is 
projected at $25,000 to 
$30,000 annually, plus a 
$490,000 upgrade in four 
to five years from now. At 
the upper end of mainte-

nance costs, that comes to 
$1,015,000 over 15 years, 
nearly a half million dol-
lars below turf’s projected 
costs, even if the artificial 
field is not replaced after 12 
years.

What have other schools 
done? Pulaski’s field has 
sponsor ads so the taxpay-
ers didn’t fund the entire 
cost. Stevens Point has mul-
tiple teams from two high 
schools and a university 
using the field and sharing 
costs. Kimberly built a facil-
ity rivaling the Green Bay 
Packers building, where the 
teams using the structure 

raise funds and no tax 
money was used.

While an artificial 
surface is being con-
sidered here, following 
Aaron Rodgers’ injury last 
September, the National 
Football League’s Players 
Association pushed for all 
NFL teams to use grass 
fields, believing that re-
duces injury risk to players. 
One survey showed 92% of 
NFL players prefer playing 
on grass. Should we spend 
more on an artificial field 
while increasing the risk to 
our area athletes?

J.R. Habeck, Shawano

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Courts reject bans on arm braces, bump stocks
It’s easy to look the other 

way when someone else 
loses something you have no 
use or need for.

It’s easy to suggest we 
all drive electric cars or 
ban V-8 motors if you don’t 
already own three or four 
gas-powered vehicles and 
don’t appreciate muscle cars 
or the pure fun of a drag 
race.

It’s easy to oppose pro-
tests, speech or books that 
disagree with our own view-
points, especially if they are 
extreme to us.

If you don’t own any 
guns or even understand 
the difference between 
a rifle and a shotgun or a 
bullet from a cartridge, it’s 
easy to want to ban bump 
stocks, pistol arm braces and 
high-capacity magazines or 
AR-15-style rifles.

Fortunately for us, we 
live in America and have a 
constitution that, at least in 
theory, will protect us from 
tyranny. In practice, it takes 
the courts to interpret and 
enforce the constitution.

Gun owners have had an 
amazing winning streak in 
recent years, and especially 
the past few weeks. But 
even if you hate guns, most 
of these rulings are a victory 
for all of us.

Let’s look at a few of 
these decisions and try to 
explain what some of these 
strange gun-related items 
actually are.

The Second Amend-
ment of the Constitution has 
nothing to do with hunting 

or what type of guns you 
“need.” Scholars tell us, in 
the context of the times, 
that our forefathers wanted 
to make sure no tyrannical 
government like the one 
they just defeated had a 
chance to again rule over 
the armed citizens.

The right to keep and 
bear arms “shall not be in-
fringed” seems crystal clear 
to most of us. I strongly be-
lieve our forefathers might 
already be taking up arms in 
light of the estimated 50,000 
gun laws nationwide. Some 
states have taken it far, far 
beyond so-called “common-
sense” gun laws.

Illinois banned about 
1,000 models of firearms 
in 2023, including some .22 
rifles. Citizens were given 
the option to turn them 
over to the state police 
(they were not allowed to 
sell them, even though the 
state doesn’t own them) but 
could use them on their own 
property and register them 
by Jan. 1.

Of the more than 2 mil-
lion Illinois residents with a 
Firearms Owners Identifica-
tion Card (required to own 
or even use a gun or ammo), 
only 24,000 have registered 
their illegal guns. Cops in 
big cities keep warning 

citizens they are breaking 
the law while the sheriffs in 
most rural counties assure 
citizens they will not en-
force this clearly unconstitu-
tional law by going door-to-
door to collect them.

It’s hard to imagine that 
America is now the land of 
the semi-free in some states, 
but it’s fact.

“Nobody needs an AR-
15,” the liberal whine starts. 
President Joe Biden and his 
ilk call them “weapons of 
war.”

If you’ve been to Chicago 
lately (I haven’t, and won’t), 
you’ll notice that dozens 
of people are being killed 
every weekend. While the 
NRA and conservatives 
have advocated adding 5-20 
years to the sentence of any-

one using a gun in a crime, 
the anti-police libs have 
created policies that turn 
gangbangers loose in many 
cases without posting bond 
(https://www.illinoispolicy.
org/illinois-shorts-higher-
ed-by-nearly-530m-com-
pared-to-15-years-ago).

If faced with an attack in 
your home, at a business or 
even on the street, having 
more rounds to protect you 
makes sense. That’s why 
most cops carry an AR-style 
carbine (normally with 
select-fire options) and so-
called high-capacity semi-
auto pistols on their hips. 
You don’t want a single-shot 
for self-defense.

The Supreme Court has 
ruled firearms in common 
use by the public have the 

most legal protection of all 
from government infringe-
ment, and AR-15 rifles are 
among the most popular. 
Punish criminals and leave 
the millions of honest 
Americans with guns alone.

AR-15 pistols have 
become popular, too, and in 
2012, the arm brace for them 
was invented. The Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire-
arms ruled arm braces on 
AR-15 pistols were legal and 
did not constitute a short-
barreled rifle (the latter fall 
under National Firearms Act 
regulations and require a 
$200 tax stamp).

In January 2023, Biden’s 
attorney general signed an 
ATF final rule that contra-
dicted 11 years of arm brace 
acceptance and required 

most styles to be removed 
or have their owners regis-
ter them as a shortrifle by 
May 2023.

Since these firearms 
were made as pistols and 
the ATF ruling now classi-
fied them as short-barreled 
rifles, a Texas federal judge 
in March disagreed and said 
gun parts like arm braces 
do not convert a pistol into 
a rifle.

Bump stocks are another 
clever invention that most 
shooters don’t own or use. 
That doesn’t mean it should 
be banned, as it was in 2017 
after a mass shooter is be-
lieved to have used one.

Automobiles have been 
used through the decades 
for a variety of crimes, 
from getaway cars by John 
Dillinger to the parade at-
tacker in 2021 in Waukesha 
who killed six and injured 62 
with an SUV, but nobody’s 
suggesting we ban them.

A bump stock simply 
allows a semi-automatic 
rifle to bump forward and 
backward rapidly, ap-
proaching full-auto speed. 
Although it might be fun for 
an afternoon at the range, it 
certainly doesn’t lend itself 
to accurate shooting.

Instead of going after 
guns with specific designs, 
like Illinois tried, why don’t 
we start punishing criminals 
for using firearms during 
crimes like law enforcement 
and the NRA have been 
seeking for decades?

Ross Bielema is a freelance writer from 
New London and owner of Wolf River 
Concealed Carry LLC. Contact him at 

Ross@wolfriverccw.com.

Ross Ross 
BielemaBielema
ColumnistColumnist

The modern sporting rifle, variations of the AR-15 semiautomatic rifle that is based on the M16 military rifle, is 
the most popular civilian rifle in America, with an estimated 25 million in private hands. Recent court rulings have 
upheld the right for citizens to own guns like this because they are in “common use,” and also upheld the legality of 
bump stocks and arm braces, the latter primarily used on pistol versions of the AR-15.� ROSS BIELEMA



PAGE 23
WWW.NEWMEDIA-WI.COM

FRIDAY, JUNE 28, 2024SPORTS
DAIRYLAND LEAGUE

Cecil tops 
Marinette in 
home game

June 23
Cecil 10, Marinette 2
The Cecil Mudhens won 10-2 

in a home game against visiting 
Marinette.

Marinette opened the scoring 
with the help of two walks, a pair 
of wild pitches and a single by Ke-
agon Monroe that put Marinette 
on the board in the top of the first.

Cecil answered in the bottom 
of the first after Cole Anderson 
walked, Ken Casper reached on 
an error with two outs and Noah 
Beilfuss singled, scoring two 
runs. The inning continued when 
Braden Uelman doubled and An-
drew and Connor Schroeder each 
drew a walk, scoring one run.

The score would remain 3-1 
until the bottom of the fifth when 
Casper led off the inning with 
a single and stole second base. 
Uelman singled, moving Casper 
to third. Uelman stole second, 
and Casper scored on a wild pitch 
soon after. Connor Schroeder 
singled to drive in Uelman to 
make it 5-1.

Marinette got one back in 
the top of the seventh on an RBI 
single by Joey Olson.

Cecil answered with five runs 
in the bottom of the inning on 
four hits by Uelman, Tucker 
Bouche, Garrett Engel and Noah 
Beilfuss.

Anderson earned the win for 
the Mudhens. He allowed four 
hits and two runs (one earned) 
over eight innings, striking out 
seven and walking four. Ashton 
Leleich took the loss for Marinet-
te. He went 5 1/3 innings, allowing 
five runs (two earned) on six hits, 
striking out six and walking five. 
Andrew Schroeder pitched one 
inning of shutout ball for Cecil in 
relief.

The Mudhens accumulated 10 
hits. Uelman led Cecil with four 
hits in five at bats. Beilfuss had 
two hits with three RBIs.

Navarino 4, Pulaski 1
The Reds came up short 4-1 to 

Navarino.
Easton Vertz took the loss, go-

ing six innings and giving up the 
four runs (one earned).

Nichols 6, Shawano 3
The Nitros pulled off a 6-3 win 

over the Lobos in a back-and-
forth game.

June 19
Hortonville 17, Cecil 0
Bats were on fire as the teams 

pounded out 19 hits in the Stars’ 
17-0 win over the Mudhens.

Connor Roesler continued his 
heater, going 4-for-5 on the night 
with three RBIs and two doubles. 
Cage Kavanagh reached base four 
times and knocked in an RBI as 
well. Ty Dreier tacked on with 
a 3-for-5 night and three RBIs 
himself. Logan Grossman and Dan 
Wunderlich had multi-hit games, 
too.

Chris Atwood and Logan Locy 
combined powers on the mound 
to stymie Cecil batters, holding 
them to no runs and only five hits 
on the night. Atwood started and 
went four innings, while Locy 
went finished up the other three.

This game moved the Horton-
ville Dairyland League Baseball 
record to 8-1, remaining in first 
place. Overall, the Stars are 8-3.

Remmel’s story recalled as
100th birthday approaches

Packers’ first official historian born and raised in Shawano
BY NEW MEDIA STAFF

Lee Remmel had a strong 
hunch about Brett Favre becom-
ing a star quarterback in the 
National Football League.

His confidence wasn’t so 
much due to Favre’s arm strength 
or the frenetic, ad-lib playmaking 
style that he displayed through-
out his Hall of Fame career.

Remmel sensed a quiet fire 
simmering under Favre’s devil-
may-care persona, one that 
would help him push through 
and endure in the NFL. Favre’s 
will to succeed, as Remmel saw 
it, was the thing that separated 
him from the field.

If there were anyone who 
knew about desire and persever-
ing, it was Remmel. Long before 
Favre authored his incredible 
streak of longevity, Remmel had 
begun an amazing streak of his 
own. The list of brain-surgery pa-
tients who go on to live for nine 
decades is a short one.

Remmel was born June 30, 
1924, in Shawano. He died April 
16, 2015, in Green Bay at age 90.

As a youth growing up in 
Shawano, Remmel suffered from 
chronic seizures that would 
preclude his playing in any of the 
sports he loved.

Bad enough for a kid to be 
denied his playtime passion, but 
worse yet came the discovery of 
a brain tumor that had caused 
the seizures. Surgery to remove 
the tumor was required — two 
of them, the first of which re-
sulted in bleeding from the brain 
that almost took the life of the 
15-year-old.

Thankfully, the second sur-
gery went better. The tumor was 
successfully removed, the sei-
zures abated, and to the benefit 
of thousands of NFL fans, and in 
the face of statistical improbabil-
ity, Remmel endured.

The humble, highly accom-
plished writer was inducted into 
the Packers Hall of Fame in 1996, 
Remmel also was honored in 
2003 when the team dedicated 
the press box at Lambeau Field 
in his name. Not bad for an out-
of-action cheesehead with no 
college.

Remmel was the editor of Sha-
wano High School’s first school 
newspaper.

After graduating from high 
school, and with a few seasons of 
writing under his belt, Remmel 
decided to give college a pass, 
and instead went headlong into 
the workforce.

He may not have had a degree 
when he accepted a full-time 
position with the Green Bay 
Press-Gazette in 1944, but he 
knew his stuff and had a flair for 
the turn of phrase. Moreover, he 
had ambition.

It’s doubtful he could ever 
have imagined the level of appre-
ciation showered on him at his 
Packers Hall of Fame induction 
or at the press box dedication 
ceremony. Through his diligence 
in a career that spanned more 
than 60 years in service of the 

team, Remmel had become, in 
the words of former Packers 
CEO and President Bob Harlan, 
“one of the all-time great figures 
in Packers history.”

Remmel, who began his 
writing career at the Shawano 
County Journal in 1940, worked 
his way to Green Bay in 1944, 
where he covered the Packers for 
almost 30 years with the Press-
Gazette. He joined the team’s 
public relations office in 1974 
and retired from his post as team 
historian in 2007.

The naming of the press box 
could not have been more ap-
propriate, according to Remmel’s 
favorite muse.

“Lee knew everything about 
the Packers, everything,” Favre 
told the Press-Gazette. “Really, 
he knew everything about every-

thing. I got more Lee stories than 
I probably have of anything.”

Many of those tales included 
practical jokes played on the 
team bus, where Remmel was the 
butt of the joke, or silly locker 
room imitations of Remmel’s 
deep, baritone voice.

Always cordial and respect-
ful, he would often personalize 
his approach to the players he 
sought to interview, addressing 
them by their first, middle and 
last names.

“For Brett, it would be ‘Brett 
Lorenzo Favre’ the swashbuck-
ling Mississippian,“ said Steve 
Mariucci, the Packers quarter-
backs coach from 1992-95. “He 
had that amazing memory, and 
he used those descriptive words 
… like (former Packers coach 
Mike Holmgren) would be the 

‘Monolithic Scandinavian.’ Brett 
would do a perfect imitation 
of Lee. He had his voice down. 
There were a lot of fun times on 
the bus.”

After the Packers hired Mike 
McCarthy as head coach in 2006, 
Remmel surmised that McCarthy 
was a great fit in Green Bay and 
that, under his stewardship, the 
Packers would win a Super Bowl.

Musing over the Packers’ 
impending change of the guard 
at quarterback, as Aaron Rodgers 
took the reins from a departing 
Favre, Remmel offered that “It’s a 
team game, but you need a fran-
chise quarterback. The Packers 
are fortunate to have an Aaron 
Rodgers to follow a Brett Favre.”

The personification of old-
school, Remmel cut his jour-
nalism teeth in the old-time, 
smoke-filled newsrooms where 
manual typewriters clicked out 
the text waiting to be gathered 
by a copy boy and taken to one 
of a battery of editors. He wasn’t 
exactly pulling down Tom Brady 
money back then — Remmel 
took home about $1.50 a week in 
1940 — but just about anything 
greater than zero was considered 
an acceptable wage in those lean, 
post-Depression years.

Remmel covered the first 14 of 
the Packers coaches, dating back 
to Curly Lambeau, and thus had 
a bird’s eye view of the dramatic 
changes that journalism under-
went since the 1940s.

Mariucci, who went on to 
coach the San Francisco 49ers for 
six seasons and the Detroit Lions 
for three years, believes that 
Remmel’s name should also be 
immortalized in Canton, Ohio.

“He certainly deserves to be 
(in the NFL Hall of Fame) as a 
contributor,” he said. “His career 
speaks for itself.”

Lee Remmel’s association with the Green Bay Packers included 30 years as a beat writer and 32 years in the front office. Remmel was the 
Packers’ director of public relations from 1974-2004 and team historian from 2004 until his retirement in 2007. The Packers dedicated a 
new Lambeau Field press box in his name in 2003. For more on Remmel’s story, visit newmedia-wi.com.	              GREEN BAY PACKERS

Beginning with Green Bay Packers founder Curly Lambeau, Lee Remmel, left, worked with 
the first 13 team head coaches, including Mike Sherman. Remmel led the team’s public rela-
tions efforts since joining the front office in 1974.		         GREEN BAY PACKERS
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Northern zone smallmouth bass season open
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
(DNR) reminds anglers 
that the smallmouth bass 
harvest season is under-
way in the northern zone.

While the catch and 
release season for small-
mouth bass is open year-
round, this harvest season 
runs through March 2, 
2025, giving anglers a 
chance to keep smallmouth 
bass in these additional 
waters:

• The northern bass 
management zone. All 
waters north of a line 
following state Highway 
77, from its bridge over 
the St. Croix river east to 
state Highway 27, south on 
state Highway 27 to state 
Highway 64, east on state 
Highway 64 to its terminus 
in the city of Marinette 
and continuing due east to 
the shore of Green Bay and 
all waters north of state 
Highway 29 from its bridge 
over the Fox River east to 
its terminus is the city of 

Kewaunee and continuing 
due east to the shore of 
Lake Michigan.

• Wisconsin-Michigan 
boundary waters.

• Tributaries to Lake 
Michigan north of state 
Highway 29 in Door and 
Kewaunee counties.

• Lake Superior, includ-
ing the Kakagon River and 
Slough.

Check the 2024-25 
Guide to Hook and Line 
Fishing Regulations 
for bag limits and size 
requirements.

Smallmouth bass harvest season is open in the northern zone of the state.		                           CONTRIBUTED

BADGER AMATEUR BASEBALL ASSOCIATION

Little Falls holds perfect record at 6-0
After the rain canceled 

June 21-22 games, all 
Badger Amateur Baseball 
Association (BABA) teams 
were able to play June 23.

Northern Division
Week 8, June 23
Hatley 5, Wittenberg 

3
WP: Tanner Kocher
LP: Aaron Heyroth
Hatley: 5 hits
Ryan Schmitt 1x1 with 

double
Nick Cotter, Hayden 

Davidowski, Wyatt Brown 
and Braxton Olsen all had 
hits

Wittenberg: 9 hits
Nathan Waupekenay 

2x4
Nolan Fraaza 2x4
Eland 6, Aniwa 2
WP: Tyler Nelson
LP: Kody Szews
Eland: 13 hits
Ryan Richter 3x3, 2 HR
Shane Larson 3x5
Tyler Nelson 3x5
Aniwa: 5 hits
Cory Mortenson 1x4, 2B
Chris Wiseman, Ryan 

Govek, Kody Szews and 
Max Kasprak all had hits.

Eland 21, Hatley 6 
(makeup)

WP: Peyton Flees
LP: Logan Cherek
Eland: 22 hits
Tyler Nelson 3x5
Jacob Ligenza 2x6
Charlie Woida, 2B
Ryan Richter 3x5 w/HR
Peyton Flees 3x6 w/2B

Shane Larson 3x5
Joe Buss 3x5
Taylor Mandich 2x4 

w/2B
Jarod Richter 2x4
Hatley: 10 hits
Nick Cotter 2x5
Hayden Davidowski 2x4 

w/2B
Braxton Olson 3x4
Birnamwood 4, El-

deron 3
WP: Mason Meverden
LP: Nathan Lemanczyk
Birnamwood: 8 hits
Brad Knoblock 2x4 w/

HR
Mason Meverden 1x3 

w/HR
Bryce Heil 1x3 w/HR
Gaven Obremski 2x4
Connor Meverden and 

Chase Krull both had hits.
Elderon: 9 hits
Casey Kerstner 1x2 w/

HR
Trevor Groshek 1x5 w/

HR
Bryce Zoromski 2x5
Justin Meronk 2x5
Ian Zeinert, Aus-

tin Worzalla and Mike 
Lehman all had hits. Kodie 
Kocher added a HR

Antigo/Polar – BYE
South Central 

Division 
Week 9, June 23 
Scandinavia 11, Win-

neconne 1, 7 innings
WP: Ben Lee
LP: Jaden Peppler
Scandinavia hitters
Braden Hunkins 3x3 HR 

5 RBIs
Landon Moe 2x3 RBI
RJ Rosenthal 1x3
Winneconne hitters
Nick Kurland 1x3
Tom Butt 1x3
Plover 8, New Lon-

don 1
WP: Wyatt Blaskowski
LP: Noah Hanson
New London hitters
Noah Hanson 2x4
Austin Warren 1x3
Plover hitters
Wyatt Blaskowski 3x4 

2-2B 3 RBI
Matt Glodowski 2x4 2 r
WeyMont - BYE 
East-West Division
Week 8
June 23 
Clintonville 6, Marion 

3
WP: Jaden Doornink 

7IP, 3R, 4H, 4Ks, 1BB
LP: Jaden Stuhr 7IP, 5R, 

8H, 9Ks, 2BB
Clintonville hitters: 9 

hits
Brock Smejkal 2x4 Solo 

HR, 2RBI
Turner Doornink 2x4 

2RBI
Mitch Ebben 1x4 2B
Marion hitters: 5 hits
Mitch Elandt 2x4
Jake Westphal 1x4 Solo 

HR, 1RBI
Nick Schoen 1x5 1RBI
Ryan Mortenson 1x4
Gresham 12, Shawano 

1
WP: Paul Murphy
LP: Mike Korth

Gresham hitters: Crew 
Weisnicht 2x4 w/HR; 
Carter Weisnicht 2x4 w/2B

Shawano hitters: Mike 
Korth and Garrett Kadon-
ski each had hits.

Caroline 9, Crandon 8
WP: Jack Yeager 5IP, 

5H, 4BB, 5K
LP: Matty Schallhorn 

5IP, 1BB, 2K
Caroline hitters: Mike 

Weatherwax 2x3; Braiden 
Behkne 2x3 w/HR; Calab 
Christopherson 3x4; Gun-
ner Christopherson w/HR; 
Klay Finger w/HR

Crandon hitters: Stetson 
Flannery 2x5 w/2B; Matty 
Schallhorn 4x5 w/2B

Tigerton 4, Tilleda 1
WP: Caleb Dahlstrom 

CG, 3H, 7K, 5BB
LP: Zach Fehrman CG, 

5K, 7H, 0BB
Tigerton hitters: Colby 

Wanta 2x4; Austin Hoff-
man, Isaiah Hiddie, Conner 
Harris, Caleb Dahlstrom 
and Ryder Graham each 
had hits

Tilleda hitters: Zach 
Fehrman 2x4; Ben Smith 
the other hit.

Little Falls 13, Leopo-
lis 1

WP: Carter Kurki
LP: Ryan Malueg
Little Falls hitters: Cam 

Gruenewald 4x5 w/2-2B; 
Drew Radies 3x4 w/HR; 
Parker Gullixon 2x5; Kyle 
Finger 2x4

Leopolis hitters: Riley 
Neitzer HR; Alex Zimmer-
man and Nate Laude each 
had a hit.

Neopit 8, Menominee 
7 

WP: Aaron Waukau

LP: Alex Peters
Neopit top hitters: 

Ashton Corn 3-4, 1 walk, 
2B; Mequon Frechette 3-5; 
Wendell Waukau Jr. 2-4, 
2-2B

Menominee top hitters: 
George Bruette 3-5; Will 
Bieber 2-4, 1 walk, 2-2B; 
Will Corn 2-5

June 28, 7:30 p.m. 
Leopolis at Caroline 

(fireworks)
Elderon at Wittenberg
June 30, 1:30 p.m.
Scandinavia at 

WeyMont
Winneconne at New 

London
Shawano at Menominee
Neopit at Clintonville
Gresham at Marion
Crandon at Tilleda
Little Falls at Tigerton
Antigo/Polar at Eland
Aniwa at Birnamwood
Plover – BYE
Hatley – BYE
East Standings
Clintonville 5-1
Menominee 4-2
Gresham 3-3
Neopit 3-3
Marion 2-4
Shawano 0-7
West Standings
Little Falls 6-0
Caroline 5-1
Crandon 3-4
Tilleda 2-3
Tigerton 2-3
Leopolis 1-5
Team batting average
Clintonville .382
Little Falls .337
Neopit .322
Tilleda .264
Tigerton .247
Gresham .242
Marion .240

Caroline .230
Menominee .225
Shawano .223
Crandon .215
Leopolis .212
Pitching leaders
Klay Barkow, Caroline, 

3-1
Alex Peters, Menomi-

nee, 3-1
Jaden Doormink, Clin-

tonville, 2-0
Chris Dumm, Little 

Falls, 2-0
Carter Kurki, Little 

Falls, 2-0
Walker Miller, Neopit, 

2-0
Lucas Pecore, Gresham, 

2-0
Matty Schallhorn, Cran-

don, 2-0
Home run leaders
Cam Gruenwald, Little 

Falls, 2
Parker Gullixion, Little 

Falls, 2
Drew Radies, Little 

Falls, 2
Batting leaders
Hunter Vollmer, Clin-

tonville, 17-for-25, .680
Parker Gullixion, Little 

Falls, 9-for-15, .600
Brad Bartz, Tilleda, 11-

for-20, .550
Turner Doormink, Clin-

tonville, 8-for-15, .533
Braiden Benke, Caro-

line, 9-for-18, .500
Cam Gruenwald, Little 

Falls, 9-for-18, .500
Ray LeMeiux III, 

Menominee, 7-for-14, .500
Drew Radies, Little 

Falls, 8-for-17, .471
Jordan Koeppen, Clin-

tonville, 6-for-13, .462
Austin Hoffman, Clin-

tonville, 9-for-20, .450
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HHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSSHHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSS
ELIMINATE GUTTER

CLEANING FOREVER!
LeafFilter, the most 

advanced debris-blocking
gutter 

protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today.

20% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior &

Military
Discounts. 

Call 1-877-920-3533

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL
Can install a new, custom

bath or shower in as little as
one day. For a limited time,

we're cutting installation
costs in half & offering a
FREE safety upgrade!
Additional terms apply. 

Subject to change and vary
be dealer. Offer ends 3/31/24

1-833-224-4977 (WCAN)

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE:
QUEEN MATTRESSES

FROM $199 40 Styles on
Display! All Sizes Avail.

PlymouthFurnitureWI.com
2133 Eastern Ave Plymouth

WI 920-892-6006 Open Daily
(WCAN)

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES TODAY with a
GENERAC Home Standby

Generator. Act now to receive
a FREE 5-year warranty w/
qualifying purchase. Call 1-

877-626-1009 today to
schedule a free quote. it's not
just a generator. Its a power

move. (WCAN)

REPLACE YOUR ROOF
w/the best looking & longest
lasting material, steel from

Erie Metal Roofs! 3 Styles & 
multiple colors available.

Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer - up to

50% OFF Installation + Add'l
10% off install (for military,

health
workers & 1st responders) 

Call Erie Metal Roofs 
1-877-845-6606 (WCAN)

The bathroom of your
dreams in as 

little as 1 day. Limited Time
Offer - $1000 off or No

Payments & No 
Interest for 18 months for

customers who qualify. BCI
Bath & Shower. Many

options available. Quality 
materials & professional 

installation. Senior &
Military 

Discounts Available. Call
today! 1-877-651-1850

(WCAN)

THINKING ABOUT
INSTALLING A NEW
SHOWER? American

Standard makes it easy.
FREE design 

consultation. Enjoy your
shower again! Call 

1-844-479-1327 today to see
how you can save $1,000 on

installation, or visit
www.newshowerdeal.com/wc

p (WCAN)

MMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEEMMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE
DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO
SELL? .... GET RESULTS!
Affordable advertising that

fits your budget! Reach
OVER 300,000 homes! Place

your ad in MANY weekly
Wisconsin Shoppers &

Buyers' Guide papers for as
low as $36.00 Call today!

Publishers 
Development Service, Inc.
(PDS, Inc.) 1-920-922-4864

www.pdsadnet.com

WCAN (Wisconsin
Community Ad Network)

and/or the member 
publications review ads to

the best of their ability.
Unfortunately, many

unscrupulous people are
ready to take your money!
PLEASE BE CAREFUL

ANSWERING ANY AD THAT
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO

BE TRUE! For more
information, or to file a 

complaint regarding an ad,
please 

contact The Department of
Trade, Agriculture &

Consumer Protection 
1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

PPEETTSSPPEETTSS
American Eskimo/Shelti

Cross Pups Fluffy/Friendly
Dewormed $60 
715-223-4780

AUSSIE DOODLE PUPS
Shots/Worm/VetCk  Choc,

Merle & Parti $600-$800 715-
255-2661 (#269146)

CAVALIER KING CHARLES
PUPPIES Vet/wormed/shots

$300 715-223-0782
FOR SALE: ACA POODLE

Male 27 lb DOB 4-25-18
Proven Breeder or great pet
$250 Also Female Shiba Inu
pups Ready 4-24 Reserve

yours now $300 
715-773-1778

MINI BERNEDOODLE
PUPPIES Shots/Vet ckd.

Dews/wormed $375-$750 No
Sun Calls 715-409-3321

(495932) (WCAN)

Moyen Poodle Pups $450
Samoyed Pups $550 Ready
to go 715-409-0533

Older AUSSIE DOODLE
PUPS Shots/Worm/Vet Can
Deliver  $250  715-255-2661

(#269146)

PRETTY POM PUPPY F-
$380;  Yorkie  Pom Puppies

cute cuddly fluffy
socialized Males-$350, 1st

shots 715-229-2964

REG TOY POODLE PUPS
dews/shots/vet-chk'd/wormed

Non -Shed $400-$500
READY to go 715-536-0697
or 715-316-2522 (524892)

(WCAN)

REG YORKSHIRE TERRIER 
PUPPIES Vet

checked/wormed/dews,
Males $1000; Females

$1200 No Sun Calls 715-
409-3321 (495932) (WCAN)

VVeehhiicclleess..

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck,
boat, RV and more to support

our veterans! Schedule a
FAST, FREE vehicle pickup

and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran Car

Donations at 1-844-406-2647
today! (WCAN)

GET YOUR DEDUCTION
AHEAD OF THE YEAR-
END! Donate Your Car,

Truck or SUV to assist the
blind & visually impaired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost

vehicle pickup & secure a
generous year-end tax

credit. Call HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND today at! 
844-374-3067 (WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

CONNECT TO THE BEST
WIRELESS home Internet

with EarthLink. Enjoy speeds
from 5G & 4G LTE networks,

no contracts, easy
installation, & data plans up

to 300 GB. Call 
844-223-7265 (WCAN)

DENTAL INSURANCE.
From Physicians Mutual

Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus 

procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a

discount plan. Don't Wait!
Call now! Get your FREE

Dental
Information Kit with all the

details! 855-807-9516
www.dental50plus.com/wic
ommunity #6258 (WCAN)

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET
Get your favorite live TV,

sports, &
local channels. 99% signal

reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months.

HBO Max & Premium 
Channels included for 3 mos

(w/CHOICE Package or
higher) No 

annual contract, no hidden
fees! Some restrictions apply.

Call IVS 1-833-574-1746
(WCAN)

DIRECTV Sports Pack 3
Months on Us! Watch pro &
College sports LIVE. Plus

over 40 regional & specialty 
networks included. NFL,

College 
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL,

Golf & more. Some
restrictions apply 
Call DIRECTV 

1-888-925-9452 (WCAN)

DON'T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!

Discover the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned about a

fall or wants to regain access
to their entire home. Call

AmeriGlide today! 
1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

Get DISH Satellite TV &
Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus
limited Time Up to $600 in

Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-844-897-8523 (WCAN)

HughesNet Satellite
Internet: 25 mbps starting at
$49.99/mo! Get More Data,
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST
download speeds. Wifi built

in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease 

customers! Limited Time Call
1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

MobileHelp, America's
Premier 

Mobile Medical Alert
System. Whether you're

home or away, for safety and
Peace of Mind. No Long

Term Contracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today! 1-855-

491-0732 (WCAN)

STROKE &
CARDIOVASCULAR

disease are leading causes
of death, according to the

AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION. Screening

can provide peace of mind or
early detection! 

Contact Life Line Screening
to 

schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings

for just $149! Call 
1-888-675-5048 (WCAN)

SWITCH & SAVE UP TO
$250/YEAR on your talk, text

& data. No contract & no
hidden fees. Unlimited talk &
text with flexible data plans.

Premium 
nationwide coverage. 100%

U.S. based customer service.
For more info, call 

1-844-883-1477 (WCAN)
UP TO $15,000 OF

GUARANTEED LIFE
INSURANCE! No medical
exam or health questions.
Cash to help pay funeral &
other final expenses. Call

Physicians Life Insurance
Company 844-433-5898 or

visit www.Life55plus.info/wcp
(WCAN)

VVaaccaattiioonn//
LLaakkee  PPrrooppeerrttyy

WESLEY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC Timeshare

Cancellation Experts Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare
debt & fees cancelled in

2019. Get FREE
informational package &

learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! FREE 

consultations. Over 450
positive 
reviews. 

CALL 844-374-2565
(WCAN)

FFFFAARRMM//LLIIVVEESSTTOOCCKKAARRMM//LLIIVVEESSTTOOCCKK
FRITZ BARN PAINTING

Rusty Roofs, Metal bldings
Free Est 608-221-3510 

920-821-6311

VVeehhiicclleess..

Turn Trash Into
Cash with the
CCLLAASSSSIIFF IIEEDDSS

AAPPAAPPAARRAARR TTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXXTTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXX

1330 E Lieg Ave
2 bedrooms

Great location
Parking avail.

Starting at $775 + deposit
Pete 715-218-5731

1350 E  Lieg Ave
Beautiful recently
Fully Remodeled

2 bedrooms
Great loc. Garage avail.

Starting at  $795 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

445 Humphrey Cr. 
Beautiful

Fully Remodeled
1 or 2 Bedroom

Convenient location
Garage Available

Starting at $715 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

AAPPAAPPAARRAARR TTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXXTTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXX
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cd13bd54
06/14/24, 06/21/24, 06/28/24

STATE OF WISCONSIN                        CIRCUIT COURT             SHAWANO COUNTY
 

U.S. Bank National Association                                       Case No. 2017CV000027            
                                                    
                       Plaintiff, 
v.
Annette Bonnert a/k/a Annett Dowker, et al.
Defendants. 

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE 
By virtue of a judgment of foreclosure made in the above-entitled action on September 
25, 2018 in the amount of $212,805.33, I will sell at public auction, located in the main 
lobby of the Shawano County Courthouse, 311 N. Main Street, Shawano, WI 54166, on 

July 10, 2024 
At 9:00 AM, all of the following described premises, to wit: 
THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER (NE 1/4 OF THE SW 
1/4) OF
SECTION THREE (3), TOWNSHIP TWENTY-SIX (26) NORTH, RANGE THIRTEEN (13) 
EAST, IN
THE TOWN OF GRANT, SHAWANO COUNTY, WISCONSIN. 
Street Address: N4601 County Road G, Leopolis, WI 54948 
Tax Key No. 018-03310-0000 

THE PROPERTY WILL BE SOLD AS IS AND SUBJECT TO ANY AND ALL REAL 
ESTATE TAXES, SUPERIOR LIENS OR OTHER LEGAL ENCUMBRANCES. 

TERMS OF SALE: CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK or CERTIFIED FUNDS, payable to the 
Clerk of the Courts (10% down payment at sale, balance due within ten (10) days of 
Court approval; down payment to be forfeited if payment not received timely). Buyer must 
comply with minimum bidder qualifications as set forth in Wis. Stat. § 846.155. Buyer to 
pay applicable Wisconsin Real Estate Transfer Tax in addition to the purchase price. 

George Lenzner
Sheriff of Shawano County, Wisconsin

 
Codilis, Moody & Circelli, P.C. Attorneys for Plaintiff 
(414) 775-7700
50-17-02334 
NOTE: This law firm is a debt collector. 
 

WNAXLP

9f7814bb
06/28/24

NWTC is seeking a skilled individual for the position of
Part-Time Chemistry Instructors - Shawano

 
Please see website for complete details and to apply: www.nwtc.edu/jobs
Follow us on Facebook: facebook.com/NWTCEmployment
NWTC is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

WNAXLP

40835171
06/28/24, 07/05/24, 07/12/24

STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT SHAWANO COUNTY
CASE NO. 2024CV000070
FORECLOSURE CASE CODE: 30404
PUBLICATION SUMMONS
FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORATION
Plaintiff,
vs.
JASON GAMBSKY; COREEN WETTSTEIN A/K/A COREEN GAMBSKY;
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF JASON GAMBSKY, IF ANY; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF 
COREEN WETTSTEIN A/K/A COREEN GAMBSKY, IF ANY; CAPITAL CREDIT UNION; 
et al.,
Defendants.
 
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN
To COREEN WETTSTEIN A/K/A COREEN GAMBSKY; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF 
COREEN  WETTSTEIN A/K/A COREEN GAMBSKY, IF ANY You are hereby notified 
that the Plaintiff named above has filed a lawsuit or other legal action against you. The 
complaint, which is also served upon you, states the nature and basis of the legal action. 
Within 40 days after June 28, 2024, you must respond with a written answer, as that term 
is used in chapter 802 of the Wisconsin Statutes, to the complaint. The court may reject 
or disregard an answer that does not follow the requirements of the statutes. The answer 
must be sent or delivered to the Court, whose address is Shawano County Clerk of 
Circuit Court, , WI and to Scott D. Nabke, Diaz Anselmo &amp; Associates, P.A., 
Plaintiff’s attorney, whose address is P.O. BOX 19519, Suite 309, Fort Lauderdale, FL 
33318. You may have an attorney help or represent you.
 
If you do not provide a proper answer within 40 days, the court may grant judgment 
against you for the award of money or other legal action requested in the complaint, and 
you may lose your right to object to anything that is or may be incorrect in the complaint. 
A judgment may be enforced as provided by law. A judgment awarding money may 
become a lien against any real estate you own now or in the future, and may also be 
enforced by garnishment or seizure of property
Dated this 17th day of June 2024. 
 
Respectfully submitted,
Scott D. Nabke
Bar No.: 1037979
Diaz Anselmo &amp; Associates, P.A.
Attorney for Plaintiff
P.O. BOX 19519
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33318
Telephone: (954) 564-0071
Facsimile: (954) 564-9252
Service E-mail: answersms@dallegal.com 

WNAXLP

c84c6679
06/28/24, 07/05/24, 07/12/24

STATE OF WISCONSIN, CIRCUIT COURT, SHAWANO COUNTY
 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
PAMELA MILLER
Deceased                                   Notice to Creditors
                                               (Informal Administration)
                                                   Case No. 24PR37
                                                        
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
1. An application for informal administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth 01/12/1960 and date of death 03/27/2024 was 
domiciled in Shawano County, State of Wisconsin with a mailing address of 128 East 
Railroad Street, Bowler, WI .
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against the decedent’s estate is September 25 2024 
5. A claim may be filed at the Shawano County Courthouse,
311 N. Main Street, Shawano Wisconsin Room 202, Probate Office
 
Joseph F. Fischer
1214 Utah Street
Watertown, WI 53094
(920) 261-5040
 
Bar Number
1028029
 

WNAXLP

27f58943
06/28/24

Frontier provides flat rate residential 
service in Wisconsin from $13.50 - 
$21.50 and business service from $22.00 
- $43.50. Other taxes, fees, and 
surcharges may apply. Frontier offers 
single party service, touch tone, toll 
blocking, access to long distance, 
emergency services, operator assistance, 
and directory assistance. Use of these 
services may result in additional charges. 
Budget or economy services may also be 
available.
 
Frontier offers Lifeline service which is a 
nontransferable government assistance 
program that provides a $5.25 discount 
on the cost of monthly telephone service 
or $9.25 on eligible broadband or 
bundled voice and broadband products 
(where available) and is limited to one 
discount per household. In addition to 
Basic Lifeline, individuals living on 
federally recognized Tribal Lands who 
meet the eligibility criteria may also 
qualify for additional monthly discounts 
through Enhanced Lifeline and up to 
$100.00 toward installation fees through 
the Tribal Link-Up program. You may also 
qualify for an additional state discount up 
to $9.25 depending on the services you 
subscribe to.
 
If you have any questions regarding 
Frontier's rates or services, please call us 
at 1-800-921-8101 for further information 
or visit us at www.Frontier.com.
 
6/28/24
 
CNS-3823528#
 
SHAWANO LEADER 

WNAXLP

a6661a89
06/28/24

Notice of the Board of Review
For the

Village of Cecil
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
Board of Review for the Village of Cecil, 
Shawano County shall hold its meeting 
on the 24 th day of July, 2024, from 3:00 
p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
 
     Pursuant to Sec. 70.47 of Wis. 
Statutes the assessment roll for the Year 
2024 assessment willbe open for 
examination on the 8 th day of July, 2024 
at the Village Hall, 111 E Hofman St, 
Cecil, Wisconsin from 2:00PM-4:00PM.
Please be advised of the following 
requirements to appear before the Board 
of Review and procedural requirements if
appearing before the Board: 
    No person shall be allowed to appear 
before the Board of Review, to testify to 
the Board by telephone or to contest the 
amount of any assessment of real or 
personal property if the person has 
refused a reasonable written request 
by certified mail of the Assessor to view 
such property.
     After the first meeting of the Board of 
Review and before the Board’s final 
adjournment, no person who is
scheduled to appear before the Board of 
Review may contact, or provide 
information to a member of the Board 
about the person’s objection except at a 
session of the Board.
     No person may appear before the 
Board of Review, testify to the Board by 
telephone or contest the amount of the
assessment unless, at least 48 hours 
before the first meeting of the Board or at 
least 48 hours before the objection is 
heard if the objection is allowed because 
the person has been granted a waiver of 
the 48 hour notice of an intent to file a 
written objection by appearing before the 
Board during the first two hours of the 
meeting and showing good cause for 
failure to meet the 48-hour notice 
requirement and files a written objection, 
that the person provides to the clerk of 
the Board of Review notice as to whether 
the person will ask for removal of any 
Board members and, if so, which member 
will be removed and the person’s 
reasonable estimate of the length of time 
that the hearing will take.
     When appearing before the Board of 
Review, the person shall specify, in 
writing, the person’s estimate of the value 
of the land and of the improvements that 
are the subject of the person’s objection 
and specify the information that 
the person used to arrive at that estimate.
    No person may appear before the 
Board of Review, testify to the Board or 
by telephone or object to a valuation; if
that valuation was made by the Assessor 
or the Objector using the income method 
of valuation; unless the person supplies
the Assessor all the information about 
income and expenses, as specified in the 
Assessor’s manual under Sec. 73.03(2a) 
of Wis. Statutes, that the Assessor 
requests. The Village of Cecil has an 
ordinance for the confidentiality of 
information about income and expenses 
that is provided to the Assessor under 
this paragraph which provides exceptions 
for persons using information in the 
discharge of duties imposed by law or the 
duties of their office or by order of a court. 
The information that is provided under 
this paragraph, unless a court determined 
that it is inaccurate, is not subject to the 
right of inspection and copying under 
Sec. 19.35(1) of Wis. Statutes.
     The Board shall hear upon oath, by 
telephone, all ill or disabled persons who 
present to the Board a letter from a
physician, surgeon or osteopath that 
confirms their illness or disability. No 
other persons may testify by telephone.

 
Respectfully submitted, Village of Cecil

Teri Westerfeld, Clerk/Treasurer
WNAXLP

c3de8f9c
06/28/24, 07/05/24, 07/12/24

STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT BROWN COUNTY
CIVIL DIVISION
 
ONEMAIN FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC AS SERVICER FOR ("ASF") 
WILMINGTON TRUST, N.A., AS ISSUER LOAN TRUSTEE FOR ONEMAIN FINANCIAL 
ISSUANCETRUST 2022-S1
601 NW Second Street
Evansville IN 47708
Plaintiff,
 

                                                       vs.       Case No.: 2024CV000781
                                                                                   Classification Code: 303                    

                                                                        The amount claimed is over $10,000.
LANDON BRAATZ
AND
NICOLE M. BRAATZ
503 E GREEN BAY ST
SHAWANO WI 54166
Defendants.

PUBLICATION SUMMONS
 

THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, To the person named above as a defendant:
     You are hereby notified that the plaintiff named above has filed a lawsuit or other legal
action against you. The complaint, which is attached, states the nature and basis of the 
legal action.
 
     Within 40 (forty) days after 06/28/2024, you must respond with a written answer, as 
that term is used in Chapter 802 of the Wisconsin Statutes, to the complaint. The court 
may reject or disregard an answer that does not follow the requirements of the statutes. 
The answer must be sent or delivered to the court, whose address is 100 S JEFFERSON 
STREET GREEN BAY, WI 54305 and to Dobberstein Law Firm, LLC, the plaintiff's 
attorneys, whose address is 225 S. Executive Drive, Brookfield, Wisconsin 53005. You 
may have an attorney help or represent you.
 
      If you do not provide a proper answer within 40 (forty) days, the court may 
grant judgment against you for the award of money or other legal action requested in the 
complaint, and you may lose your right to object to anything that is or may be incorrect in 
the complaint. A judgment may be enforced as provided by law. A judgment awarding 
money may become a lien against any real estate you own now or in the future, and may 
also be enforced by garnishment or seizure of property.
 
     Dated this 6/21/2024 day of 6/21/2024
 
DOBBERSTEIN LAW FIRM, LLC
Attorneys for the plaintiff
 
Electronically signed by Jillian E Caggiano
Jillian E Caggiano
State Bar No. 1101032 
                                                
MAILING ADDRESS:
225 S. Executive Dr.
Brookfield, WI 53005
(262) 641-3715 

WNAXLP

Prevea Health 
gets new chief 
medical officer

Prevea Health has 
announced the appoint-
ment of Dr. Paul Pritchard 
as senior vice president 
and chief medical officer 
following a nationwide 
search.

Pritchard has been a 
part of the Prevea family 
for 25 years, first as an in-
ternal medicine physician 
and then serving in various 
leadership roles including 
chairman of the depart-
ment of internal medicine, 
associate director of qual-
ity for primary care and 
medical director of quality. 
He most recently served as 
senior vice president and 
chief quality officer.

As chief medical officer, 
Pritchard works closely 
with executive directors, 
department chairs, physi-
cians and senior managers 
throughout Prevea’s North-
east Wisconsin market 
to guide patient care that 
meets and exceeds patient 
expectations. He also con-
tinues to care for patients 
as an internal medicine 
physician at the Prevea 
East Mason Health Center 
in Green Bay.

“At Prevea, we believe 
the chief medical officer 
is the doctor’s doctor,” 
said Dr. Ashok Rai, Prevea 
Health president and CEO. 
“Pritchard has proven over 
his years of service that 
his passion for our orga-
nization and the physi-
cians who practice here is 
second to none. The real 
winner in this decision is 
our patients as Pritchard’s 
focus on making Prevea 
the best place to give care 
and the best place to get 

care will 
always be 
his num-
ber one 
priority.”

In his 
time at 
Prevea, 
Pritchard 

has successfully led and 
championed efforts to 
develop patient care man-
agement and advocacy; 
improve patient experience 
and satisfaction; address 
critical community and 
health care needs during 
the COVID-19 pandemic; 
and more. He also helped 
Prevea, in partnership with 
the Medical College of 
Wisconsin, establish the 
first family medicine physi-
cian residency program 
in Green Bay. In addition, 
his persistent advocacy 
efforts in the arenas of 
health care reform and the 
opioid epidemic have made 
a positive impact on state 
and federal levels.

“My goal has always 
been to help make Pre-
vea Health one of the 
best health care delivery 
systems in the country, 
through lowering the total 
cost and ensuring the high-
est quality of care for our 
patients,” said Pritchard. 
“As chief medical officer, 
I look forward to work-
ing more closely with our 
physicians and provid-
ers to ensure they have 
the support they need to 
deliver care that exceeds 
expectations.”

Pritchard replaces Dr. 
Laura Nelson as chief med-
ical officer, who retired 
from health care this year.

PAUL PRITCHARD

State maple syrup 
production up slightly 

from a year ago
Wisconsin’s 2024 maple 

syrup production was 
458,000 gallons, up 1,000 
gallons from 2023.

The number of taps 
increased 20,000 in 2024 
to 1,140,000 taps. Yield was 
0.402 gallon per tap, 1 % 
below the 0.408 gallon per 
tap in 2023.

In 2023, the average 
price Wisconsin maple 
syrup producers received 
was $31.70 per gallon, 30 
cents above 2022. Retail 
price per gallon in 2023 
was $52, and the whole-
sale price per gallon was 
$46.40. Bulk sales in 2023 
totaled 354,000 gallons, 
with an average price of 
$27.10 per gallon.

The 2024 United States 
maple syrup production 
totaled 5.86 million gallons, 
up 17% from the previous 

season for comparable 
states. The number of taps 
totaled 17.1 million, up 5% 
from the 2023 total for 
comparable States. Yield 
per tap was 0.342 gallon, 
up 0.035 gallon from the 
previous season for com-
parable states.

The 2023 United States 
average price per gallon 
was $32.80, down $1.70 
from 2022. Value of pro-
duction, at $159 million for 
2023, was down 23% from 
the 2022 season.

Estimates began for 
maple in 2024 for Con-
necticut, Indiana, Massa-
chusetts, Minnesota, Ohio, 
and West Virginia.

The complete report 
can be found on the 
USDA NASS website 
at www.nass.usda.gov/
Publications.
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Arnold L. Petersen
Arnold Lynn Petersen, 

83, passed away at home 
on June 14, 2024, with his 
loving family.

He was born on May 14, 
1941, to Dona and Arnold 
Petersen at Theda Clark 
Hospital in Neenah. In 
school, he was an athlete, 
lettering in both high 
school (Neenah) and col-
lege (UW-Madison).

During his 30-year ca-
reer, he worked as a drafts-
man, electrical engineer 
and branch manager for 
Johnson Controls.

Arnold enjoyed living 
on Lake Winnebago and 
spent his time fishing, 
hunting, gardening, wood-

working and traveling to 
Hawaii and Florida with 
his family. His most joy-
ous times were when his 
children and grandchildren 

were all together having 
a cookout in the yard or 
watching movies around 
the Christmas tree.

After retiring, Arnold 
moved to “the farm” in 
Clintonville, where he de-
voted his time and talents 
to farming, family, and 
golf cart rides on his many 
trails.

Arnold was passion-
ate about conservation 
and dedicated a portion 
of his property to wildlife 
habitat protection. His 
farming practices incorpo-
rated minimal tillage, crop 
rotation, nitrogen manage-
ment and soil protection. 
His wildlife stewardship 

included building bird 
nesting boxes, managing 
forest land, planting an 11-
acre pollinator habitat and, 
most recently, planting 
20,000 trees over 20 acres.

In 2019, Arnold received 
the Conservation Farmer 
of the Year recognition in 
Shawano County.

He is survived by his 
sister, Mildred Uttecht; 
daughters, Susan (John) 
Stejskal, Robin (Erik) Elias, 
Sarah (Graham) Gilson 
and Cynthia Petersen; 
his grandchildren, Jacob 
(Shoal) Stejskal, Charles 
(Leslie) Stejskal, Jack Elias, 
Thaddeus Petersen, Senna 
Gilson, Lane Gilson, Solo-

mon Gilson, and grand-
daughter Gilson due late 
summer; as well as many 
other nieces, nephews and 
extended relatives.

Arnold was preceded in 
death by his wife, Sharon 
(mother of Sarah and 
Cynthia); his former wife, 
Lynn Kruschka (mother of 
Susan, Arnold and Robin); 
his parents, Dona and Ar-
nold; his brothers, Michael 
and Jerry; his son, Arnold 
Petersen; and grandson, 
Kevin Petersen.

A private memorial 
service will be held at Oak 
Hill Cemetery in Neenah 
followed by a celebra-
tion of life at a future date 

on Arnold’s farm in 
Clintonville.

Arnold’s sense of hu-
mor and passion for living 
a full and meaningful life 
will be remembered by all 
who knew him. He will be 
deeply missed.

In lieu of flowers: Aldo 
Leopold Foundation, 
https://www.aldoleopold.
org/donate/one-time-do-
nation; or Boys and Girls 
Club of Wisconsin, https://
www.bgcwisconsin.org/
donate.

Westgor Funeral Home, 
205 W. Doty Ave. Neenah, 
920-722-7151.

Condolences: westgor-
funeralhomes.com

Beverly E. Genskow
Beverly Evelyn Gens-

kow, 78, of Marion, passed 
away Sunday, June 16, 
2024, at St. Vincent Hospi-
tal in Green Bay.

The former Beverly 
Evelyn Fietzer was born 
April 14, 1946, in Clinton-
ville to the late Herbert 
Gottlieb and Mabel Mar-
garet (Krueger) Fietzer. 
Beverly was baptized, 
confirmed and later united 
in marriage on Jan. 21, 1967, 
to Kenneth Victor Gens-
kow at St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church in Symco. She at-
tended her first eight years 
of school in the one room 

“State Road” Schoolhouse. 
She later graduated from 
Little Wolf High School in 

Manawa in 1964.
In her earlier years, she 

worked at Hanson Glove 
Factory in Clintonville and 
Aid Association for Lu-
therans (now Thrivent) in 
Appleton. After marriage, 
she became a member of 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 
in Marion. Shortly after 
that, she began working 
at Nolan Sales, Midwest 
Livestock and Equity Live-
stock aka The Sale Barn in 
Marion part-time until her 
retirement in 2010.

Beverly enjoyed travel-
ing, camping, and “Ranger” 
rides through their woods. 

She enjoyed time with 
her grandsons, going to 
their football and baseball 
games, and hunting sea-
sons with the family. Bev-
erly also enjoyed watching 
the birds and wildlife. She 
was involved at St. John’s 
Church as a Sunday School 
teacher and with the quilt-
ing group. She is now in 
her Lord’s hands and free 
of pain.

Survivors include her 
husband, Ken Genskow; 
daughter, Faye Genskow 
(Chad Winchester); sons, 
Brian Genskow (Amy Bes-
sette) and Bruce Genskow 

(Ericha Werner); three 
grandsons, Braxton, Parker 
and Myles Genskow; 
siblings, Marian Baker 
and Larry (Margaret) 
Fietzer; sisters-in-law, 
Nathalie Genskow, Karen 
(Dave) Henselin and Janet 
(Gilbert) Selle; numerous 
nieces and nephews; and 
godchildren, Pam Harper, 
Wendy Tyler and Ann 
Papendorf.

Beverly was preceded 
in death by her par-
ents, Herbert and Mabel 
Fietzer; sister, Jannice 
(Paul) Goddard; and 
brothers-in-law, Ed Baker 

and Larry Genskow.
Funeral services were 

held Thursday, June 20, 
2024, at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church in Marion. Inter-
ment was at Greenleaf 
Cemetery in Marion. 

Beverly’s family would 
like to thank the Pella 
first responders and the 
Shawano Area Ambulance 
Service for all of their 
kindness and assistance. 

The Eberhardt-Steven-
son Funeral Home and 
Crematory of Marion is 
assisting her family. 

www.eberhardtsteven-
son.com

Suzanne M. Miller
Suzanne M. Miller, 82, 

of Shawano, passed away 
peacefully at her home on 
Wednesday, May 15, 2024.

Suzanne was born Feb. 
6, 1942, in Shawano, a 
daughter of the late Melvin 
and Florence (Martzke) 
Hoffman. She attended the 
Shawano schools, graduat-
ing with the class of 1960. 
Following high school, 
she moved to Illinois and 
worked at an insurance 
company.

In 1961, she married 
Richard Koeller, and 
together they had two 
children, Mike and Greg 
Koeller. After living in 

Illinois for a few years, 
Suzanne moved back to 
Shawano with her fam-
ily, and the couple later 

divorced.
On Aug. 20, 1982, she 

was united in marriage to 
Ronald M. Miller in Sha-
wano. Suzanne worked at 
Midwest Breeders, Radco 
Manufacturing and the 
Menominee Casino. Her 
husband, Ronald, preceded 
her in death on Feb. 27, 
2020.

Suzanne loved doing 
any type of yard work, 
especially gardening and 
raking. She always enjoyed 
her time camping and go-
ing to the casino. Suzanne 
cherished her two beloved 
dogs, Booboo and Bear.

Survivors include her 

children, Michael and 
Gregory (Penny) Koeller; 
step-granddaughters, 
Stephanie (Keane) Ry-
dzewski and Jenna (Joey) 
Krause; step-great-grand-
children, Adam Prey, 
Karsyn Krause and Olivia 
Krause; siblings, Sharon 
Gillette, Virginia Abraham, 
Patricia Ellison, Michael 
Hoffman and Peter (Judy) 
Hoffman; four nephews, 
Jim Ellison, Shawn, Grant 
and Scott Hoffman; two 
nieces, Lisa Beyer and 
Christa Dickson; brother-
in-law, Howard Anker; and 
many other relatives and 
friends.

Suzanne was preceded 
in death by her parents; 
husband, Ronald; sib-
lings, Frederick Hoffman, 
William Hoffman, Jef-
frey Hoffman and Judith 
Anker; nephew, James 
Dickson; and brothers-in-
law, George Gillette, Romy 
Abraham and Jim Ellison.

A graveside service for 
Suzanne Miller will be held 
at 10 a.m. on Saturday, June 
29, 2024, at Woodlawn 
Cemetery in Shawano.

Mickelson Funeral and 
Cremation Service Inc. of 
Shawano is assisting the 
family with arrangements. 
Please share online con-

dolences at www.mickel-
sonfs.com.

The family would like 
to thank ThedaCare Hos-
pice Team for their kind 
and compassionate care 
that mom received.

OBITUARIES

bring art into the city 
parks.

Also, the Forget Me Not 
Fund is setting up a path-
way near the pickleball 
courts, funded by indi-
vidual community mem-
bers, according to Alex 
Hartwig. She noted it will 
be ADA-compliant, as well, 
and include some musical 
elements to it.

“Music is a really 
special thing. It’s one of 
those things in the brain 
that isn’t affected by 
Alzheimer’s disease the 
same way other parts of 
your brain are affected,” 
Hartwig said. “It’s one 
of the last things to be 
affected, so people who 
have this disease can lis-
ten to music, and it’s going 
to help improve challeng-
ing behaviors they might 
be facing. It can improve 

their mood, and that’s 
going to last hours to days 
after they have those mu-
sical experiences.”

Hartwig acknowl-
edged that many commu-
nity members who bought 
bricks for the pathway 
were present at Kuckuk’s 
ribbon cutting ceremony.

“I hope as you walk the 
path and find your loved 
one’s name that it evokes 
joy and brings back happy 
memories while you walk,” 
Hartwig said.

City Administrator 
Eddie Sheppard called 
Kuckuk Park the most 
inclusive Shawano park to 
date, but it was only made 
possible by the commu-
nity’s support.

“I don’t think people 
often think of economic 
development when they 
think of parks and open 

space development, but it 
really is,” Sheppard said. 
“It’s not only great for 
our residents, but it’s also 
really attractive to people 
from the outside who are 
looking for a great quality 
of life and a great place to 
raise a family.”

Hendricks is happy 
with what’s been done 
and hopes Kuckuk will see 
much more visitation now 
that there are a variety of 
things to do at the park.

“It’s generational,” Hen-
dricks said. “Even though 
this was built in the last 
year, you see some of these 
little 4- and 5-year-olds 
running around. If this is 
maintained well, which we 
believe it will, their kids 
will be playing on this. It 
has an impact.”

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Luella M. Wuske
Luella M. Wuske, 81, of 

the Town of Grant, passed 
away Friday, June 21, 2024.

Eberhardt-Stevenson 
Funeral Home and Crema-
tory, Tigerton.

New pickleball courts are now available at Kuckuk Park, and attendees for the park’s celebration event made quick 
use of them.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

KUCKUK, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“Anyone with physical impairments and challenges can use it. It’s got a lot more components than the other one did.”
MATT HENDRICKS, Shawano park and recreation director, describing the new playground equipment at Kuckuk Park
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Declines are predicted 
to stabilize in 2031-32.

“That’s also going to be 
dependent on what hap-
pens with open enrollment 
and economic growth in 
the community,” Andres 
said.

According to Andres, 
if trends continue as they 
have, the building’s capac-
ity needs will decrease 
6-10% from today.

“Even if you’re remod-
eling the existing middle 
school (in the 2030s), the 
thing you need to remem-
ber is you may not need to 
remodel that entire facility 

as we look at that smaller 
population,” he said.

However, Andres 
also noted infrastructure 
updates will be substan-
tial in the next 10-15 years. 
He projects $16 million 
in maintenance work will 
need to be addressed, with 
some of those needs met if 
the fall 2024 referendum is 
approved by voters.

With the last major sys-
tems update at the building 
occurring in 2016, officials 
will need to consider re-
placing them in 2036-41.

Andres said the district 
in 2031 will again need 

to study the future of the 
building, based on a smaller 
enrollment and less space 
needs, as well as a the 
replacement schedule for 
mechanical and other build-
ing systems.

Giving itself another 
seven years before those 
decisions need to be made 
will allow the district of-
ficials to ensure they’re 
not putting money into the 
facility that could be aban-
doned before the lifespan 
of roofs and other systems 
end.

“We’re trying to mini-
mize that kind of spending,” 

Andres said.
Board member Jeana 

Winslow liked the plan but 
had concerns, too.

“We could a lot of Band-
Aids on it the next seven 
years and then realize we’re 
not going to build a new 
one, and we’re stuck with 
what we’ve Band-Aided 
for years,” she said. “That 
would be a problem.”

“I don’t know what’s 
going to happen, but you 
might see a more significant 
decrease (in enrollment), 
and at that point, you may 
say, ‘We just can’t fill four 
schools anymore. We can 

only fill three schools,’ and 
that kind of dictates what 
that option would be,” 
Andres said. “It’s certainly 
going to allow you to better 
understand what sort of 
investment in that existing 
school you need to make 
based on where you’re at at 
that point.”

Shawano Commu-
nity Middle School, 1050 S. 
Union St., Shawano, was 
built as a high school in 
1955 and was converted to a 
middle school in 1997 when 
the new high school was 
built.

Small additions were 

built in 1961, 1968 and 1976. 
A 1967 addition nearly 
doubled the size of the 
school.

When the building was 
converted to a middle 
school, about 20% of the 
space was remodeled with 
minor updates to build-
ing mechanical systems. 
In 2016, about 15% of the 
building space underwent 
remodeling and more 
significant updates were 
completed to the mechani-
cal systems after voters 
passed a referendum.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com
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COURT NEWS
• Jessica N. Myers, 37, 

Shawano, pleaded no contest 
June 17 to two counts of pos-
session of narcotic drugs and 
two misdemeanor counts of 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia. Judge Katherine Sloma 
withheld sentencing and 
placed her on three years of 
probation with conditions.

• Michael C. Metoxen, 
54, Shawano, pleaded no 
contest June 18 to operating a 
motor vehicle while intoxi-
cated (fourth offense). Sloma 
placed him on three years 
of probation with conditions 
including 180 days in county 
jail with Huber work-release 
privileges.

• Marquita R. House, 35, 
Keshena, pleaded no contest 
June 18 to failure to report to 
jail, felony bail jumping and 
a misdemeanor count of op-
erating while revoked. Sloma 
sentenced her to six months 
in jail, giving her credit for 79 
days already served.

• Cory L. Lohman, 42, 
Shawano, pleaded no contest 
June 19 to burglary to a 
building or dwelling. Sloma 
withheld sentencing and 

placed him on four years of 
probation with conditions in-
cluding six months in county 
jail with Huber work-release 
privileges.

• Dantae J. Schreiber, 25, 
Gresham, pleaded no contest 
June 21 to strangulation and 
suffocation, two counts of 
misdemeanor bail jumping 
and a misdemeanor charge 
of disorderly conduct. Judge 
William Kussel Jr. sentenced 
him to 15 months in prison 
followed by three years of 
extended supervision.

• Holly A. Messer, 42, 
Birnamwood, pleaded guilty 
June 20 to maintaining a 
drug trafficking place, pos-
session of narcotic drugs 
and a misdemeanor charge 
of possession of THC. Kussel 
imposed and stayed a prison 
sentence and placed her on 
three years of probation with 
conditions.

• Jerrad T. Seibert, 36, 
Appleton, pleaded no contest 
June 17 to operating a motor 
vehicle while intoxicated 
(fifth or sixth offense) and 
misdemeanor charged of 
operating while revoked and 

violating an ignition interlock 
device order. Kussel sen-
tenced him to 42 months in 
prison followed by five years 
of extended supervision.

• Paul J. Kleczka, 62, 
Shawano, was charged May 
15 with battery or threat to a 
judge, prosecutor or law en-
forcement officer. On June 17, 
Sloma set a $1,000 signature 
bond and scheduled a pre-
liminary hearing for July 1.

• George A. Caldwell, 
41, Shawano, was charged 
June 17 with three counts 
of felony bail jumping and 
misdemeanor counts of bat-
tery, disorderly conduct, and 
resisting or obstructing an of-
ficer. Sloma set a $500 cash 
bond and scheduled a status 
conference for June 24.

• Peter G. Vigue, 46, 
Shawano, was charged June 
17 with operating a motor 
vehicle while intoxicated 
(fifth or sixth offense). Sloma 
set a $5,000 cash bond and 
scheduled a preliminary hear-
ing for June 20.

• Corey A. Welch, 38, 
Mattoon, was charged June 
17 with felony bail jumping. 

Sloma set a $500 cash bond 
and scheduled a status con-
ference for Aug. 13.

• Sasha M. Coffman, 45, 
Keshena, was charged June 
17 with felony bail jumping 
and misdemeanor possession 
of THC. Sloma set a $2,500 
signature bond and scheduled 
a status conference for Aug. 
13.

• Shaun D. Bordeau, 43, 
Tigerton, was charged June 17 
with possession of metham-
phetamine, two counts of 
felony bail jumping and a mis-
demeanor count of posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. 
Sloma set a $3,500 cash bond 
and scheduled a preliminary 
hearing for June 24.

• Tony R. Rootes, 34, Mat-
toon, was charged June 17 
with possession of metham-
phetamine, possession of 
drug paraphernalia to manu-
facture methamphetamine 
and misdemeanor possession 
of drug paraphernalia. Sloma 
set a $2,500 cash bond and 
scheduled a preliminary hear-
ing for June 24.

• Brian St. Louis, 59, Mat-
toon, was charged June 17 

with two counts of manufac-
turing with intent to deliver 
amphetamine, maintaining a 
drug trafficking place, posses-
sion of methamphetamine, 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia to manufacture meth-
amphetamine, possession of 
THC (second or subsequent 
offense) and eight counts of 
felony bail jumping. Sloma 
set a $5,000 cash bond and 
scheduled a status confer-
ence for June 25.

• Thomas J. Smitala, 
60, Wisconsin Rapids, was 
charged June 17 with two 
counts of felony bail jumping 
and a misdemeanor count of 
resisting or obstructing an 
officer. Sloma set a $1,500 
cash bond and scheduled a 
preliminary hearing for June 
24.

• Ronald F. Zittlow, 41, 
Pulaski, was charged June 17 
with six counts of felony bail 
jumping, 10 counts of misde-
meanor bail jumping, and mis-
demeanor counts of operating 
while revoked and resisting or 
obstructing an officer. Sloma 
set a $1,500 cash bond and 
scheduled a preliminary hear-

ing for June 24.
• Tracey M. Olivarez, 38, 

Wittenberg, was charged 
June 18 with six counts of 
chronic child neglect. Sloma 
set a $5,000 signature bond 
and scheduled a status con-
ference for July 29.

• William T. Weaver, 24, 
Gresham, was charged June 
20 with felony bail jumping. 
Sloma set a $500 cash bond 
and scheduled a status con-
ference for Aug. 12.

• Haylii R. Delsman, 29, 
Denmark, was charged June 
21 with two counts of felony 
bail jumping and misde-
meanor counts of operating 
while revoked and resisting or 
obstructing an officer. Sloma 
set a $500 cash bond and 
scheduled a status confer-
ence for July 11.

• Joshua L. Slewinski, 34, 
Shawano, was charged June 
21 with exposing himself 
to a child, child enticement 
and a misdemeanor count 
of disorderly conduct with a 
dangerous weapon. Sloma 
set a $2,500 cash bond and 
scheduled a status confer-
ence for July 23.

PUBLIC RECORD
SHAWANO 

COUNTY SHERIFF’S 
DEPARTMENT

June 23
Deputies responded to 

39 incidents, including a 
warrant on Broadway Road 
in the Town of Hartland; 
warrant at Cellcom, 511 N. 
Main St., Shawano; bail 
jumping on Old Lake Road 
in the Town of Wescott; 
operating while intoxicated 
on Lake Drive in the Town of 
Wescott; five 911 calls; five 
reckless driving incidents; 
two traffic hazards; one wel-
fare check; one crash.
June 22

Deputies responded 
to 36 incidents, including 
a repossession on South 
Jefferson Street in Bonduel; 
noise on Wast Railroad 
Street in Bowler; warrant 
on West Freeborn Street in 
Cecil; drugs on County Road 
F in the Town of Angelica; 
fireworks on North Cecil 
Street in Bonduel; threaten-
ing on North Genesee Street 
in Wittenberg; one 911 call; 
two reckless driving inci-
dents; three crashes.
June 21

Deputies responded to 33 
incidents, including a miss-
ing person on Dent Creek 
Road in the Town of Morris; 
scam on Thorn Apple Drive 

in the Town of Wittenberg; 
drugs on County Road A 
in the Town of Herman; 
intoxication at Little Star 
Convenience Store, W12140 
County Road A in the Town 
of Bartelme; three 911 calls; 
one traffic hazard; one reck-
less driving incident; one 
welfare check; six crashes, 
one involving deer.
June 20

Deputies responded to 
33 incidents, including noise 
on Swanke Street in Tiger-
ton; property damage on 
Mystery Lane on the Town 
of Morris; harassment on 
Hiawatha Court in the Town 
of Wescott; animal bite at 
Village Veterinary Clinic, 103 
Mutzy Lane, Bonduel; prop-
erty theft on Porter Road 
in the Town of Waukechon; 
warrant on state High-
way 47-55 in the Town of 
Wescott; three 911 calls; four 
reckless driving incidents; 
three welfare checks; three 
crashes.
June 19

Deputies responded 
to 36 incidents, including 
harassment on West Main 
Street in Bowler; prop-
erty theft on Sandy Drive 
in the Town of Washington; 
two noise complaints on 
Hiawatha Court in the Town 
of Wescott; threatening on 
Hiawatha Court in the Town 

of Wescott; two 911 calls; 
four reckless driving inci-
dents; two traffic hazards; 
two welfare checks;
June 18

Deputies responded to 
48 incidents, including as-
sisting with a fire on River 
Bend Circle in the Town of 
Belle Plaine; criminal dam-
age at the Tigerton ATV 
Park, 1100 Quad Park Lane, 
Tigerton; operating without 
a license on Lake Drive in 
the Town of Washington; 
scam on Elm Road in the 
Town of Angelica; sick 
animal on Laney Road in the 
Town of Angelica; shoplift-
ing at Kwik Trip, 102 W. 
Express Way, Bonduel; boat 
problem on Maders Circle 
in the Town of Wescott; 
harassment on Dent Creek 
Road in the Town of Morris; 
threatening on North Meis-
ner Street in Wittenberg; six 
911 calls; four reckless driv-
ing incidents; three traffic 
hazards; one welfare check.
June 17

Deputies responded to 
46 incidents, including a 
restraining order violation 
on Cedar Street in Tigerton; 
warrant on state Highway 
29 in the Town of Maple 
Grove; criminal damage on 
Main Street in Birnamwood; 
missing person on County 
Road M in the Town of 

Grant; death investigation 
on County Road S in the 
Town of Lessor; assisting 
with a fire on state High-
way 29 in the Town of Belle 
Plaine; criminal damage at 
Shawano Lake Golf Course, 
W5714 Lake Drive, Shawano; 
four 911 calls; three reckless 
driving incidents; four traf-
fic hazards; seven welfare 
checks; one crash involving 
deer.

SHAWANO POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

June 23
Officers responded to 

23 incidents, including a 
juvenile problem at Sha-
wano Community Middle 
School, 1050 S. Union St.; 
reckless driving at Sharona’s 
Bar, 111 S. Washington St.; 
two death investigations 
at undisclosed locations; 
property theft on South 
Smalley Street; shoplifting at 
Charlie’s County Market, 521 
S. Main St.; juvenile problem 
on East Center Street; juve-
nile alcohol on East Green 
Bay Street.
June 22

Officers responded to 
22 incidents, including 
an assault at ThedaCare 
Medical Center, 100 County 
Road B; property theft at an 
undisclosed location; vehicle 
crash at Walmart, 1244 E. 

Green Bay St.; vandalism at 
Qualheim’s True Value, 1345 
E. Green Bay St.; operating 
without a license on North 
Main Street; drugs on East 
Randall Street; noise on 
Acorn Street.
June 21

Officers responded to 
25 incidents, including a 
warrant arrest on South 
Main Street; operating while 
intoxicated at Wisconsin 
House, 216 E. Green Bay St.; 
found property on South 
Evergreen Street; hit and 
run with injuries on East 
Richmond Street; trespass-
ing on South Sawyer Street; 
vehicle crash with property 
damage on Valley Lane; 
drugs at Quality Inn and 
Suites, 104 N. Airport Drive; 
intoxication at Little Star 
Convenience Store, W12140 
County Road A in the Town 
of Bartelme; vehicle crash 
with property damage on 
North Main Street; noise on 
Estates Lane.
June 20

Officers responded to 18 
incidents, including repos-
session on South Lincoln 
Street; property theft on 
South River Street; call for 
special response team.
June 19

Officers responded to 
29 incidents, including a 
warrant arrest at Aarrow-

cast, 2900 E. Richmond St.; 
reckless driving on North 
Airport Drive; hit and run 
at Charlie’s County Market, 
521 S. Main St.; custodial 
interference at an undis-
closed location; operating 
without a license at Mc-
Donald’s, 1202 E. Green Bay 
St.; vehicle crash on County 
Road B; operating without 
a license on South Union 
Street; recovered stolen 
vehicle at Sturgeon Park, 811 
S. Water St.
June 18

Officers responded 
to 13 incidents, including 
vehicle crash on East Green 
Bay Street; drugs on South 
Sawyer Street; scam on East 
Randall Street; bail jumping 
at Huckleberry Harbor, 222 
N. Sawyer St.; property dam-
age on West Eagle Street.
June 17

Officers responded to 
20 incidents, including 
operating while intoxicated 
at Huckleberry Harbor, 222 
N. Sawyer St.; animal bite 
on South Lincoln Street; 
found property on East Lieg 
Avenue; threatening at Safe 
Haven, 380 Lakeland Road; 
found property at Shawano 
Police Department, 125 S. 
Sawyer St.; reckless driv-
ing on South Main Street; 
threatening on East Green 
Bay Street.
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I know of something 
amazing that should be in 
the newspaper! I should 

drop them a line at
news@newmedia-wi.com
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