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Jaime Lee, center, introduces the new Golden Girl, Ramona Meidam, and Golden Boy, Casey Johnson, June 1 on the main stage at Sun Drop Dayz. Meidam and Johnson will be
working with Lee for the next year creating content for Twig's Beverage, the local soda company.
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Two Shawano children
meet gold(en) standard

Twig's selects pair of fourth-grade students to represent company

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Many children try to be good, but in
Shawano, two of them are now consid-
ered golden.

Twig’s Beverage announced its first-
ever Golden Girl and Golden Boy on June
1 at Sun Drop Dayz, with Ramona Meidam
and Casey Johnson taking those titles for
the next 12 months.

More than 30 fourth-grade students
applied in the contest, according to Jaime
Lee, who created the contest. The Sun
Drop spokesmodel wanted to provide the
opportunity for children to pursue their
dreams and for her to work with them to
be even better than they are now.

“We had many applications,” Lee
said during the presentation. “We were
looking for one Golden Boy and one
Golden Girl to represent our beloved soda
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two decades as superintendent..
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See more photos from Sun Drop Dayz on Page 4. Ad-
ditional photos can be found online at www.newmedia-wi.
com.

company, and we were looking for family
values, hometown values, kids that love
to give back to their community and that
had a dream. It doesn’t matter how old
you are or where you come from, you can
make your dreams come true right here in
Shawano.”

Lee said Meidam and Johnson’s ap-
plications really stood out. Meidam’s in
the fourth grade at Sacred Heart with the
dream of being a paleontologist. She’s the
daughter of Virginia and Jed Meidam.

“She helps her neighbors,” Lee said.
“She’s always kind and helps her new
teacher, who is from a different country.
She’s always giving a smile to her friends

and family members and has beautiful red
hair.”

Johnson is a fourth-grade student at
Olga Brener Intermediate School who
dreams of being a professional athlete.
His parents are Jake and Katie Johnson.

“He helps his teammates, is always
positive and encouraging, and he helps his
family,” Lee said.

Meidam and Johnson will both receive
a year’s supply of Sun Drop and get to
ride in the Sun Drop limousine for the
Shawano Santa Parade in December. The
pair will work with Lee on a variety of
projects in the next year showcasing Sun
Drop.

“I'm really excited,” Meidam said.
“Ever since I was 3, I loved dinosaurs
and I watched every single ‘Jurassic Park’
and ‘(Jurassic) World’ movie, and I just

GOLDEN, CONTINUED ON PAGE 26

Eucharistic
Pilgrimage
to include

Cecil parish

Bishops call for revival in
belief that Christ is truly
present in Eucharistic bread

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-chief

A once-in-a-lifetime event will take
place at St. Martin of Tours Catholic Par-
ish in Cecil this summer.

The United States Council of Catholic
Bishops has called for a National Eucha-
ristic Revival, which includes a National
Eucharistic Pilgrimage bringing Jesus to
different cities and villages throughout
the United States. Cecil is one of the stops
along the Marian Route, with celebratory
events scheduled for June 12.

“There are four national routes, each
ending in Indianapolis in July,” said Dea-
con Todd Raether, pastoral leader of St.
Martin’s. “A group of eight pilgrims will
travel this entire route from its beginning
in northern Minnesota. When the route
was planned, it was decided they would
spent the night at Camp Tekakwitha,
which is in our parish. That’s how we
were chosen to participate.”

Camp Tekakwitha is a youth summer
camp of the Catholic Diocese of Green
Bay, located on Lake Drive on the south-
ern end of Loon Lake.

A core belief of the Catholic faith is
that Jesus is truly present in the Eucharis-
tic bread.

“A Pew Research Center survey
showed only 30% of Catholics believe in
the true presence of Jesus in the (commu-
nion) bread,” Raether said. “The United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops
called for a revival with a Eucharistic
Congress with the pilgrimage as part of
it.”

Raether said there are many rea-
sons Catholics may no longer be-
lieve in the church’s teaching around
transubstantiation.

“There are plenty of worldly things
that can push people away from this
teaching,” he said.

Events will begin at 2:30 p.m. with
an hour of Eucharistic Adoration at the
church, 407 S. Warrington Ave.

At 3:30 p.m., Raether will lead a Eucha-
ristic procession from the church to the

PILGRIMAGE, CONTINUED ON PAGE 26

Ready to read some down home tales?
Check out the column of

KAY REMINGER

In today’'s newspaper!
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Retirement train arrives for Waukau

Superintendent
for over 20 years,
he plans to devote

time to family

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Education has been in
Wendell Waukau’s waking
thoughts for 34 years, but
when he retires at the end
of June as Menominee
Indian School District
superintendent, those
thoughts will be on a new
focus — family.

Waukau has served
as superintendent for 21
years. Before that, he spent
nine years as principal for
grades 7-12, which was pre-
ceded by time spent as a
special education teacher,
social studies teacher,
varsity baseball coach and
junior varsity basketball
coach. Having been raised
in Neopit, helping future
generations to learn has
been important to Waukau.

In 1990, Waukau was
ready to put his college ed-
ucation to work as a social
studies teacher for middle
and high school grades.
However, there were no
social studies positions
available, he said.

“At that time, they told
us social studies teachers
were like phy ed teachers
— they were a dime a doz-
en,” Waukau said. “I took
a job as a SpEd (special
education) teacher with a
provisional license for the
high school at Menominee,
and I enjoyed it.”

As fate would have it,
as Waukau worked on get-
ting a permanent license
to teach special education,
a social studies posi-
tion opened up at MISD,
because the teacher for the
junior high was transfer-
ring to the elementary
school. Waukau was teach-
ing social studies, coach-
ing, directing athletics and
even serving as a dean of
students, because admin-
istrators thought he might
want to be a school leader
someday. At that time, he
said, it was the furthest
thing from his mind.

However, in 1994, he
found himself as a prin-
cipal at the high school
after his predecessor left
under a cloud of miscon-
duct. Waukau said he
was put in the position to
help “stabilize” the school
district. Although he dis-
liked the idea of giving up
coaching to be an admin-

Wendell Waukau kisses his wife, Lori, after they are wrapped up in a Pendleton blanket during the high school graduation ceremony May 22. Waukau said he

looks forward to the two of them spending more time together, including a planned summer trip to Shawano Lake and more.

Wendell Waukau, second from right, and his wife, Lori, are wrapped in a Pendleton blanket with the help of school
board members Lloyd Frieson, second from left, and Dennis Kenote during high school graduation in May. Waukau
feels that the future of the school district is in good hands as a new high school will open in the fall.

istrator, he said a mentor
of his pointed out that he
would still be coaching as
a principal, but instead of
influencing young minds,
he would be influencing
the influencers — namely,
the teachers.

“Once I started my
principalship, that’s when
things changed,” Waukau
said. “What really helped
me was being around the
kids every day.”

In 2003, there were
some issues at the school
board level, and Waukau
considered employment
elsewhere. He got offered
the job as principal of
Shawano Community High

School, he said, but the day
he was driving to Shawano
to sign the contract, he
got a call from the school
board president to delay
his decision by one day.

Waukau said the school
board held an emergency
meeting and offered Wau-
kau the superintendent po-
sition, as the person in that
spot was a couple of years
away from retirement at
the time, and the board
wanted to go in a different
direction. He was amazed
that the offer included
paying for his education
to get his superintendent
credentials.

“The only request I
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made to the board was I
would accept the position
on one condition,” Waukau
said. “The board would
need to allow me to work
with the community, bring
the community into the
schools and develop pro-
grams for kids who maybe
don’t have that traditional
path.”

Waukau had his work
cut out for him, as he real-
ized that the traditional
way to graduation did not
always work with Indige-
nous students. He said the
traditional being at a desk
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. was
not motivating Menominee
students to learn, so he
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sought community part-
nerships to help develop
programs.

Waukau recalled in
2006 when the Associ-
ated Press contacted him
and asked him what the
solutions were, as the
Menominee district had
been identified nationally
as a “dropout factory.” He
said he was “floored” at
the suggestion and had to
look up the phrase, which
means a school that gradu-
ates fewer than 60% of
its students. At the time,
MISD’s graduation rate
was 56%.

“I started looking
within, at first — within
myself, within our pro-
grams,” Waukau said. “We
turned over rocks, and we
said, ‘Look, we’re going
to change the way we do
business.”

Since then, the gradua-
tion rates grew, with most
classes in the modern era
graduating at least 90% of
its students.

Waukau said, looking
back, the school district
was dealing with a pub-
lic health crisis. In 2014,
the district initiated its
trauma-responsive schools
program; this includes
working with the Menomi-
nee Tribal Clinic, which
is directed by Waukau’s
older brother, Jerry, and
tribal social services.

The trauma goes back
several generations, Wau-
kau said, with the boarding

school era, along with the
Menominee’s termination
as a federally recognized
tribe. Even though the
tribe’s restoration took
place in 1973, the inflicted
pain continued for decades
to come.

“There are now systems
of support that we can now
sustain,” Waukau said.

Today, MISD has much
to be proud of. Two years
ago, a charter school
was opened to immerse
students into Menominee
language and culture.
Later this summer, the new
Menominee Nation High
School — dropping “In-
dian” from its name — will
open with a range of op-
tions available to students.

Where other schools
have classrooms for family
and consumer sciences —
long ago, home economics
— the new high school will
have a harvesting class-
room, where students will
be able to deal with plants
and animals that become
the food students consume
and grow from.

“We can go back and
do what our ancestors did,
and not only just teach
that, but to have all classes
having the opportunity to
work on that,” Waukau
said.

Three months ago,
Waukau admitted he had
mixed emotions about
walking away from the
district, even though he
knew it would be in good
hands. As the last month of
his career arrives, though,
he’s feeling good about the
decision.

“I'm leaving the district
at a time that’s good for
me,” Waukau said. “The
district is growing. I feel
like it’s a good time to
walk away. There’s a lot
less stress.”

Waukau said he had no
plans currently to return to
the district, feeling that his
time would be better spent
with his family, especially
his wife, Lori, who has had
to sacrifice time with her
husband while he catered
to the learning needs of
hundreds of students.

“I'm blessed, and I
know the work is not
done,” Waukau said. “It
needs to continue, but boy,
to have been a part of it,
I'm humble, but I'm also
optimistic. I'm optimis-
tic that the kids who are
graduating today, they’re
going to be those adults
that change our communi-
ty. 'm convinced of that.”

Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com

“I'm blessed, and | know the work is not done. It needs to continue, but boy, to have been a part of it, I'm humble, but I'm also optimistic.”
WENDELL WAUKALU, retiring Menominee Indian School District superintendent
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Historical plagues going up around Shawano

Shawano Has
History hoping to
have 20 installed
by summer's end

BY LEE PULASKI
City Editor

The city of Shawano
hopes to look to the future,
but there are some who
hope that future can be
infused with some of the
community’s past.

Michael Oberle with the
Shawano County Historical
Society noted that Shawa-
no Has History, a project
more than two years in the
making as part of Leader-
ship Shawano County,
has started putting up
bronze plaques around the
downtown Shawano area.
Plaques have been installed
at Franklin Park, Stubborn
Brothers Brewery and
Cornerstone Chiropractic
so far, with Oberle hop-
ing that 20 plaques will be
affixed to properties by the
end of this summer.

The plaques include
information on the his-
tory of the property, a
photo of how it looked
way back when and, in an
added touch from the 21st
century, a QR code that
smartphone users can use
to access the historical
society’s website, www.
shawanohistory.org, and

Ben Hartwig, left, and Michael Oberle stand next to a recently installed plaque at Franklin Park in Shawano, detailing
how the property used to be a key part of the school system in Shawano, serving as a high school and later a junior

high school.

go directly to the page that
provides information on
the building or site.

“We’ve done (research
for) almost 40 properties,
and we’ve got plaques
designed for 20 of them,”
Oberle said. “We keep
adding.”

Oberle noted that the
idea of having history
plaques is not a new one
for Shawano, but things
never seemed to line up.
He said that’s changing
now that Shawano is in a
phase of growth.

“There’s kind of a re-
surgence and an interest in
downtown Shawano,” said
Oberle, who noted that

Shawano’s business district
is on the National Historic
Registry.

Ben Hartwig, who went
through the Leadership
Shawano County program
and spearheaded the Sha-
wano Has History cam-
paign, noted that Shawano
has not had the popularity
among locals and visitors
that it does now.

“When I grew up, you
didn’t go downtown to
do stuff,” Hartwig said.
“There was nothing to
do, but now you’ve got all
these events. You've got
Franklin Park. You’ve got
Stubborn Brothers and all
of the events they have.
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Now it’s the place to be.”

Oberle noted that
research was done on
plaque companies and the
cost to make each plaque,
which ranges from $2,000
to $3,500 depending on
the size, before moving
forward on the project, and
then painstaking research
into the history of the
downtown buildings took
up a lot of time.

“We called communities
around the United States
that have done this to talk
to them about how they
decided to do this,” Oberle
said.

Hartwig noted that a
plaque is coming for the

building housing The Stock
Market, and two are com-
ing for the building where
Dreier’s Pharmacy resides,
and plenty more are on the
way.

“I was at the new sorbet
shop and eating in there,
and I saw people reading
the plaque on Cornerstone
while waiting for the light
to change,” Hartwig said.
“That’s good to see.”

Hartwig is looking for-
ward to the day when there
are multiple plaques up on
buildings so that the people
visiting Shawano for
various events are aware
of the community’s rich
history. Having the plaques
also helps to promote the
present-day businesses, he
said.

“You get tourists here
now, and you wouldn’t
know there was a school
on this property,” Hartwig
said, indicating Franklin
Park. “You look at the pic-
tures, and you get to imag-
ine how cool it was here.
Some people have lived
here forever and they don’t
know the history of some
of these locations. It’s good
to get both the long-term
residents of Shawano and
the newcomers wanting to
learn about the history.”

One thing Shawano
Has History wants to do
once enough plaques are
installed is to set up a pass-
port program where the
businesses have plaques
might offer coupons or

deals for people who check
out the plaques, accord-
ing to Oberle. Nothing has
been set in stone, though.

“We want it to be an
interactive way to learn
about the history of Sha-
wano,” Hartwig added.

Trent Nolan with Nolan
Signs has helped to install
the plaques so far, accord-
ing to Oberle. Although
those plaques are per-
manent, the website will
continue to evolve as more
information comes to light
about Shawano’s historical
buildings.

For Hartwig, the passion
project has also given him
the opportunity to learn
about the history of his
community, having lived in
Shawano all of his life.

“I like hearing about all
the history of Shawano —
where stuff was, what it
used to be,” Hartwig said.
“You see people looking in
the windows of the build-
ings now, and they want
to know what it was. They
want to know why there’s
a name on the top of the
building, who that person
is, and hopefully that’s
what we bring about by
having these plaques.”

Although the project is
primarily focused on Sha-
wano, Oberle and Hartwig
both hope to eventually
expand it to other com-
munities around Shawano
County.

Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Veteran

Collicott served
aboard bombed
Navy destroyer
during invasion

BY KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-chief

A Keshena man will be
among the American troops
who will participate in the
D-Day invasion in Norman-
dy, France.

Navy veteran Vaughn
Collicott, 100, will join
about 70 veterans from
across the United States
on a trip honoring the 80th
anniversary of D-Day,
which will culminate in a
visit to Normandy on June
6. The trip was organized
by the Greatest Generation
Foundation.

Collicott was a fire con-
trol technician working in
the electrical center aboard
the USS Meredith.

In the early morning
hours of June 7, 1944, the
USS Meredith got hit. The
history books say the ship
stumbled upon an underwa-
ter mine. Collicott believes
differently, saying it was ac-
tually a German plane that
hit the ship with a bomb.

Collicott said he was
sitting on a stool at the time,
and the explosion blew him

taking part in D-Day events in Normandy

off the stool and against the
wall.

Additionally, on the
History Channel Deep Sea
Detectives documentary
titled “D-Day Destroyer,”
shortly before the explo-
sion, Collicott, manning the
phones in internal control,
heard personnel stating,
“Here comes a plane.”

The plane had no IFF
signal, so it was an enemy
plane. Next they heard a
whistle, caused by the tail
fins of an incoming bomb.
The Meredith was then hit
with devastating destruc-
tion which created a 65-foot
wide hole.

Collicott told WBAY-TV
the ship didn’t sink right
away; rather, it listed to the
starboard side.

“When I came out, it was
dark. There were four or
five guys burnt black and
were bleeding. One of the
sailors had a Bible and a red
flashlight; he was reading,”
he said. “And I could hear
people screaming for help
in the water, but it was dark.
I couldn’t see where they
were. Now that alone is a
different grieving. You want
to help somebody, you don’t
know where they’re at, but
you can hear them.”

Gidget Peerenboom,
Collicott’s granddaughter,
will travel with him to
Normandy, serving as his
guardian as is customary

Navy veteran Vaughn Collicott, 100, will join about 70 veterans from across
the United States on a trip honoring the 80th anniversary of D-Day, which

will culminate in a visit to Normandy on June 6.

on honor flights.

“We will be flying from
Appleton to Dallas May
30,” Peerenboom said. “The
evening will be spent at a
WWII-themed kickoff din-
ner at American Airlines
headquarters campus.
Celebrity chef (and Royal
Navy Veteran) Robert
Irvine will provide dinner,
and there will be special
entertainment. On Friday

CONTRIBUTED

morning there will be a
sendoff ceremony at the
American Airlines head-
quarters followed by lunch,
then it’s off to Paris for
three days.”

While in Paris, the vet-
erans will tour the city, visit
the Eiffel Tower and take
a cruise down the Seine
River.

On June 3, veterans and
their guardians will board a

bus to the Normandy region
for several more days of
tours and special events,
Peerenboom said.

“Then of course on June
6, we will attend the 80th
Anniversary Ceremony at
the Normandy American
Cemetery,” she said.

She said the veterans
will be VIPs for the special
occasion.

All will return home
June 8, where Collicott
and the other veterans will
be surprised with a mail
call of cards and letters of
appreciation.

“I don’t know whether
I'm a hero or not,” Collicott
told WBAY. “I just did what
had to be done.”

Nearly 160,000 Allied
troops landed in Normandy
on June 6, 1944. Of those,
73,000 were from the
United States, 83,000 from
Britain and Canada. Forces
from several other coun-
tries were also involved,
including French troops
fighting with Gen. Charles
de Gaulle against the Nazi
occupation.

They faced around
50,000 German forces.

More than 2 million Al-
lied soldiers, sailors, pilots,
medics and other people
from a dozen countries
were involved in the overall
Operation Overlord, the
battle to wrest western
France from Nazi control

that started on D-Day.

The sea landings started
at 6:30 a.m. local time, just
after dawn, targeting five
code-named beaches, one
after the other: Omaha,
Utah, Gold, Sword, Juno.

The operation also
included actions inland,
including overnight para-
chute landings on strategic
German sites and U.S. Army
Rangers scaling cliffs to take
out German gun positions.

Around 11,000 Allied air-
craft, 7,000 ships and boats,
and thousands of other
vehicles were involved in
the invasion.

A total of 4,414 Allied
troops were killed on D-
Day itself, including 2,501
Americans. More than 5,000
were wounded.

In the ensuing Battle of
Normandy, 73,000 Allied
forces were killed and
153,000 wounded. The bat-
tle — and especially Allied
bombings of French villages
and cities — killed around
20,000 French civilians.

The exact German
casualties aren’t known, but
historians estimate between
4,000 and 9,000 men were
killed, wounded or missing
during the D-Day inva-
sion alone. About 22,000
German soldiers are among
the many buried around
Normandy.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com



PAGE 4 « NEW MEDIA = www.newmedia-wi.com * FRIDAY, JUNE 7, 2024

Bands play on at Sun Drop Dayz

Spark Spark Bang members, from left, Travis John, Tim 0'Connor and Aaron Wallrich kick off the annual Sun Drop

Dayz music festival on May 31. The festival is considered to be Shawano's unofficial start to the summer season.
LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Wet Possum band members, from left, Jon Tabers-Kwak, Devin Whitmire and Zach Hibbard get the crowd's attention

June 1for the second day of Sun Drop Dayz. The band is a party band from Green Bay performing hits from the 1990s
and 2000s. LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Driftwood band members Chris Steinert, left, and Dylan O'Connor raise the volume in the opening minutes of their
performance May 31 at Sun Drop Dayz. LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Besides the bands, there were
plenty of other activities during
Sun Drop Dayz, including three-

on-three basketball.
LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
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The Store in
Shawano to close
its doors in July

BY KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-chief

The Store convenience
stores and gas stations are
set to close following the
declaration of bankruptcy
by Mountain Express Oil
Co., the company that
owns its buildings and
land.

This includes the con-
venience stores at 404 E.
Green Bay St., Shawano,
and 100 S. Rosera St.,
Lena.

The Store will end op-
erations as of July 31, ac-
cording to a press release
from parent company
Team Schierl Cos.

The Store entered into
an agreement with Moun-
tain Express to purchase
its land and buildings in
2022. Mountain Express
took ownership of land
and buildings while The
Store maintained all op-
erations, including equip-
ment, inventory mainte-

nance, employment of all
associates and collabora-
tions with local vendors.

Mountain Express
initially filed for voluntary
protection under Chapter
11 bankruptcy in March
2023 with the intention
of achieving a compre-
hensive restructuring to
strengthen the company’s
fuel distribution business,
dealer network and retail
business.

The company later con-
verted to Chapter 7 bank-
ruptcy and officially ended
operations in August 2023.

“As of May 7, 2024, The
Store has been notified
that the property invest-
ment company will not
be extending its current
operational agreement,”
according to a news re-
lease from The Store.

The Store has 25 loca-
tions in Wisconsin and
Michigan.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

J Doggs open at
permanent site

BY NEW MEDIA STAFF

After serving their food
from a food truck since
2016, Jeremy Weed and
Amber Arneson are now
working out of a perma-
nent home at 136 S. Main
St., Shawano.

] Doggs’ menu includes
hamburgers, cheese-
burgers, Jburgers, bacon
cheeseburgers, mushroom
and Swiss burgers, Chicago
hot dogs, Jdoggs, taco dogs
and regular hot dogs.

Two golf simulators

and a putting green can be
found in the back of the
building.

According to the
Shawano County Histori-
cal Society, the building’s
roots as a tavern go back
more than 100 years. A
bowling alley was added in
1939, and many will still re-
member the place as Rades
Bar and Bowling.

Hours at ] Doggs are
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tues-
days through Saturdays. J
Doggs can be reached at
715-701-8000.

Thrifty Books closes
after less than a year

BY NEW MEDIA STAFF

After being open less
than a year, Thrifty Books
at 732 E. Green Bay St. (in
the Fairview Plaza) has
closed its doors.

Nathan and Wendy

Powell opened the used
bookstore Sept. 7, 2023.
The business’s last day
was May 18. The couple
announced on social media
April 26 that the store
would close July 1 but ended
up closing six weeks early.

Summer hours in effect
at Shawano Courthouse

Summer hours are in
effect at the Shawano
County Courthouse.

Hours of operation are
now 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Monday through Thursday
and 7-11 a.m. Friday.

Verify office hours

for each department
prior to arrival. Contact
information for each
department can be found
under “Departments” at
the top of the county’s
website at www.
co.shawano.wi.us.

Lee Crawford announced his retirement after serving as president of TimberPro the past seven years. From left, are Sam, Ken, Pat and Lee Crawford. Pat is
Lee's father, who started the business, and Sam and Ken are Lee's brothers.

Crawford retires from TimberPro

Timber industry leader leaves decades-long legacy of innovation, generosity

After seven years as
president of TimberPro,
Lee Crawford has an-
nounced his retirement.

This draws to a close
Crawford’s nearly 40 years
in the forestry machinery
business, during which he
consistently exemplified
entrepreneurial spirit and
a caring attitude.

Pat Crawford, Lee’s
father, was a third-genera-
tion logger whose com-
pany — Shawano-based
Timbco — had become
known for its popular line
of levelling machines.

But Lee Crawford never
planned on entering the
forestry industry, becom-
ing an engineer at the
Oshkosh Truck Company
in 1982.

In 1985, however, his
father asked him to join the
family business at Timbco,
where he started on the
assembly line.

“It gives you credibility
with your people,” Craw-
ford said. “And you learn
the products. You learn
what needs to be changed.”

After his assembly line
shifts ended, Crawford
kept working, order-
ing parts and writing
warranties.

Crawford eventually
become vice president
in 1992. In 2000, Timbco
was sold to Partek, a
Komatsu-owned company.
The Crawfords bought
back the wheeled division
from Partek in 2002 to
form TimberPro, which
became recognized for its
innovative track machine
products. TimberPro was
acquired by Komatsu in
2019.

Crawford considers
everyone he works with
his “TimberPro family.”
Patrick Anderson, product
supervisor, joined Tim-
berPro at its founding, and
called Crawford one of
the most compassionate
people he knows.

“As vice president of
the company, he went to
fix a valve all the way out
in South Dakota on Christ-
mas Eve,” Anderson said.
“He’s family first, but he

still goes out of his way to
make sure you can spend
time with your family.”

Joe Hardwick, vice pres-
ident of New Hampshire-
based logging company
D.H. Hardwick and Sons,
has a similar story to tell.

Two days prior to a
logging expo in 2010, the
engine of his machine died
prematurely. The manu-
facturer wouldn’t help
because the warranty had
expired just a few hours
prior. Hardwick met Craw-
ford at the expo and told
him what happened to his
machine.

Crawford, shocked that
the company had done
nothing, told Joe, “I will
get you a new motor at no
cost to you. The only thing
I ask is the next time you
buy a machine, you give
ours a try.”

Hardwick has remained
a TimberPro customer
since, and calls Crawford a
“great mentor.”

In retirement, Crawford
plans to stay involved in
charitable giving with the

CONTRIBUTED

Ruth and Pat Crawford
Foundation, which has
donated millions over
the years to community
organizations and food
pantries.

While the TimberPro
family is sad to see Craw-
ford go, the legacy of the
Crawford’s ingenuity and
generosity will continue
with Komatsu at the helm.

“By taking Komatsu’s
strengths and combining
it with TimberPro’s, we
can be a leading supplier.
We're really excited about
the future,” said Doug
Morris, vice president,
Forest Machine Business
Division at Komatsu.

Crawford feels safe
leaving his companies in
Komatsu’s hands.

“Komatsu wants Tim-
berPro to grow. Komatsu
has the means and ambi-
tion to plan and grow our
offerings over time,” he
said. “My family was com-
fortable. Komatsu has the
drive to get bigger and big-
ger and bigger. It’s going to
be exciting.”

Tribe urges discussions about mental health, addictions

The Menominee Tribe
of Wisconsin Drug Addic-
tion Intervention Team
(DAIT) is encouraging
the community to take the
opportunity to begin con-
versations about mental
health and addiction.

“It is not unusual to
have mental health issues
contribute to addictive
behaviors or substance
abuse,” said Addie
Caldwell, DAIT co-chair
and director of wellness
programs at Maehnow-
esekiyah Wellness Center.
“When we open ourselves
up to the conversations
around mental health,
we can help people find
resources and solutions
before moving to harmful
actions.”

In 2022, the Menomi-

nee Tribe issued an emer-
gency declaration about
the epidemic of drugs
and addiction. Since then,
tribal and county pro-
grams and departments
have teamed together to
identify and assess chal-
lenges and problems and
then collaborate to pro-
vide valuable and needed
resources and programs to
the community.
Resources available on
the reservation provide
assistance and guidance
to individuals and families
facing mental health situa-
tions, addiction, substance
use, recovery and more.
“Unfortunately, not
everyone is willing to
talk about these types of
issues, sometime because
they feel ashamed of

what’s happening,” said
Ben Warrington, DAIT
co-chair and emergency
management coordina-
tor. “But hiding in shame
doesn’t help and can make
it worse. That’s why we’re
encouraging everyone to
talk about it and do some-
thing about it.”

Mental health and sub-
stance use resources avail-
able within the Menomi-
nee Reservation include:

e Maehnoweseki-
yah Wellness Center:
715-799-3835.

e Menominee Tribal
Clinic: 715-799-3361.

e MITCAAP/Recov-
ery Coaches Hotline:
715-972-3280.

e Menominee Tribe
Family Services:
715-799-5161.

¢ Menominee Coun-
ty Human Services:
715-799-3861.

“Everyone is going
through something — bat-
tling their own stressors
or worries,” said Caldwell.
“Talking about those
concerns in a safe and
comfortable environment
can create a healthier
and happier home, work,
school and social life for
everyone. We have to join
together and get this out
in the open.”

For additional ser-
vices available within the
reservation to assist with
mental health, addiction
or substance use, visit the
Menominee Nation web-
site at www.menominee-
nsn.gov and click on the
Community tab.
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American Legion Post 44 Commander George Richards, left, and Second
Vice Commander Mike Huberty, right, pose with Henry Severson after he
received the post's Legionnaire of the Year award.

CONTRIBUTED

Severson named top
Post 44 Legion member

Henry Severson was
named Legionnaire of the
Year for American Legion
Post 44.

Severson is very active
in the post as the member-
ship officer and a member
of the Honor Guard. Sev-
erson also coordinates the
school flag essay contest
by collecting, judging and
presenting awards to the
winners at the Veterans
Day program at Wabeno
High School. He was also
the chairman of the Legion
executive board. Severson
also serves at veterans’ fu-

nerals. He volunteers at all
fundraisers and is always
available to help and assist.
Severson was in the
U.S. Air Force for five
years. He was an E-5 staff
sergeant when he got out.
His job was a weapons
control systems techni-
cian and he spent a year
in Thailand during the
Vietnam War. Now he
loves hunting, fishing, and
of course staying busy. Se-
verson went on the Honor
Flight recently, which
he said was an amazing
experience.

NCAC growing, reaching out more in Oconto County

On May 15, over 50
people met at the Lake-
wood Town Hall to share
a meal and celebrate the
formal introduction of
Northwoods Commu-
nity Assistance Coalition
(NCAQ).

NCAC is a group of
local volunteers and health
care providers in Wabeno,
Townsend, Lakewood,
Mountain, Suring and
White Lake with the goal
of helping those in need.
The foundation for this
group was laid over four
years ago in 2020 when the

COVID-19 pandemic hit.

Into the void stepped
a cadre of volunteers in
northern Oconto County.
Led by Lakewood Nurse
Practitioner Peggy Chris-
tianson, their efforts
reached multiple com-
munities. They made over
8,000 cloth masks, some
of which were shipped as
far away as Saudi Arabia.
They delivered meals, pro-
vided transportation, and
furnished whatever they
could to support those in
need.

NCAC has expanded

its reach, drawn in more
and more volunteers, and
relied on the generosity

of locals who contributed
badly needed funding.
They continue to provide
meals, rides, and tempo-
rary financial assistance

in emergencies. They
built wheelchair ramps,
installed handrails, and
loaned medical equipment
to facilitate safe mobility.
Some mobilized an effort
to adopt local restaurants,
purchasing take-out meals
and buying gift certificates
that would provide critical

income during those dark
days.

The NCAC is in the
process of becoming a
501(c)(3) which is essential
to securing grants to fur-
ther its mission. The group
has lofty goals with bigger
projects in the planning
and development stage.

Volunteer forms are
currently available at Bell-
in and North Lakes clinics
in Lakewood, by email at
ncac4u@gmail.com, or by
visiting Northwoods Com-
munity Assistance Coali-
tion on Facebook.

Wisconsin milk production increases 1% from last year

Milk production in
Wisconsin during March

totaled 2.76 billion pounds,
up 1% from the previous

March according to the
latest USDA, National Agri-
cultural Statistics Service -
Milk Production report.

The average number of
milk cows during March,
at 1.27 million head, was
unchanged from last month
but up 1,000 from March
2023. Monthly production
per cow averaged 2,175
pounds, up 20 pounds from
last March.

Milk production in the
24 major states during
March totaled 18.8 billion
pounds, down 0.9% from
March 2023.

February revised
production, at 17.4 billion
pounds, was up 2.9% from
February 2023. The Febru-
ary revision represented
an increase of 82 million
pounds or 0.5% from last
month’s preliminary pro-
duction estimate. Adjusting

February production for
the additional day due to
leap year causes February
revised production to be
down 0.7% on a per day
basis.

Production per cow in
the 24 major states aver-
aged 2,115 pounds for
March, three pounds below
March 2023.

The number of milk
cows on farms in the 24 ma-
jor states was 8.88 million
head, 71,000 head less than
March 2023, and 7,000 head
less than February 2024.

Milk production in the
United States during the
January-March quarter
totaled 56.9 billion pounds,
up 0.1% from the January-
March quarter last year.

The complete report
can be found on the USDA
NASS website at www.nass.
usda.gov/Publications.

Frolic with the flowers

Chaperone Amanda Falk shows Oconto Falls Elementary School 4-year-old
kindergarten students, from left, Walker Corpus, Cole Wagner, Logan Story
and Vincent Hobyan how to pot flowering plants during a field trip to the
Flower Shoppe in Gillett. The children were also able to plant individual
planters of annuals such as petunias, pansies and vinca flowers. This hands-

on learning experience left a lasting impression of the farm to table process.
CONTRIBUTED

Literacy bags help students

English Language Learning teacher Lori Johns, right, works with Maddie
Ward, Juniper Jensen, and Una Jaksic working on rhyming skills at Oconto
Falls Elementary School. These students are showing that they are ready to
read in kindergarten next fall. The 4-year-old kindergarten students at the
school have had a busy year learning reading readiness skills thanks to Lit-
eracy Bags and other materials purchased with grant funding from the Bond
Foundation and the Dollar General Literacy Program. Students were able to
take home a new Literacy Bag each week throughout the school year that
focused on reinforcing readiness skills taught in the classroom. Supplemen-
tal materials were also purchased to provide intervention and enrichment
activities at school. CONTRIBUTED
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Nice day for a parade

Images from the 2024 Oconto Falls Memorial

Day main event
PHOTOS BY WARREN BLUHM ¢ NEWS EDITOR

The color guard starts down North Main Street.

Shirley and Butch Vorpahl, grand marshals of the 2024 Oconto Falls Memorial Day parade, ride in style.

No parade is complete without treats for the little ones along the route.

The Oconto Falls High School marching band performs “This is My Country" as it heads south on North Main Street.
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Teaching lodge constructed at CMN

Facility available for
college classes, community
teaching opportunities

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

The College of Menominee Nation
is constructing a teaching lodge on its
Keshena campus in hopes of reconnecting
with the past and using its knowledge to
help students move into the future.

During a presentation May 28, CMN
President Chris Caldwell described the
lodge as a resource to continue the teach-
ings of the Menominee people.

“We need to have this teaching lodge
for interns, students and the commu-
nity,” Caldwell said. “We all need to take
responsibility for properly putting up this
teaching lodge and advance the purpose
of the college with this in mind.”

The project was taken on through the
college’s Sustainable Development In-
stitute at the request of faculty members
and former SDI director Tom Kenote, ac-
cording to Rebecca Edler, SDI’s sustain-
ability coordinator.

“We needed a place on campus that
would be like a cultural space for our
faculty and community members, artists,
crafters — any individual that wants to
do some sort of teaching for our students
and the community,” Edler said.

Menominee Tribal Enterprises pro-
vided to CMN the saplings used to form
the framework for the lodge, according
to Edler, which is being constructed with
the supervision of community member
Mary Webster. A number of community
members and almost a dozen SDI interns
are making the project a reality, Edler
said.

“It’s really nice because they can bond
and they can meet each other over the
construction of this teaching lodge,”
Edler said, noting the lodge will be 20 feet
wide by 40 feet long. “It’s being made by
hand. There are no electric power tools.”

The framework is almost complete,
but the SDI is working to figure out what
the covering will be made from, if it will
be canvas or some other material, ac-
cording to Edler. Covering it will allow
the lodge to be used in any weather, even
extreme heat or heavy rains, she said.

Edler noted that tribes like the
Menominee “have different buildings for
different purposes. This lodge would be
for teaching. It would not be for ceremo-
nial events. That would be constructed
similar to it, but the purposes would be
different.”

In accordance with cultural teachings,
the main door will face east toward the
rising sun. Having an elder like Webster
advising while the building is going up

Work from the first day on the new teaching lodge frames the interns and community members as they embark on the second day of construction May 30 at the College of

Menominee Nation's Keshena campus.

Interns Shawn Pamonicutt Jr., left, and Kael Weshono-
quit eye the stakes as they prepare to set up some sap-
lings for the frame of the teaching lodge May 30 at the

College of Menominee Nation.
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also is prescribed in Menominee culture,
Edler said.
Webster previously helped with con-

structing a similar teaching lodge years
ago with Maehnowesekiyah Wellness
Center located between Keshena and
Neopit. She noted that lodge was used by
community members and elders to teach
things like gardening.

“We’re going to have sessions in here,
groups,” Webster said. “It’s something
that our relatives did in the past. It’s a
part of our culture, so our students are
learning, as it’s the first time they’re con-
structing a teaching lodge.”

Even with the work that’s being done,
the interns are having fun as they’re get-
ting to know each other, Webster said.

“The goal is to learn through experi-
ence. It’s part of their culture,” she said.
“It’s a whole different feeling when you’re
out in the elements versus in a building. If
someone’s going for a walk, they’re con-
necting with nature and everything that’s
around us. They’re learning about what
our relatives did in the past.”

Interns like Jeremiah Moses were ea-
ger to see the lodge completed, but taking
part in the process is also fun.

“It’s a really good thing bringing back
our ancestors’ traditions and the way that
we’re learning with each other,” Moses
said. “It’s honoring our ancestors and
honoring ourselves, as well.”

This is the fourth summer Moses has
interned for SDI, but it’s the first time
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he’s started off an internship like this, he
said.

“It really helps build a good sense of
community between interns and students
and other school workers,” Moses said.
“I would say there’s definitely a learning
curve. We had to redo one of the support
poles, because this is the first time we’re
doing anything like this.”

Caitlyn Katchenago, another intern, is
also enjoying the work going into making
something culturally significant for the
Menominee.

“I've never done it before,” Katchena-
go said. “It’s really calm and peaceful. It’s
nice to be able to work with my commu-
nity members, and I feel so connected to
the earth and my ancestors. I mean, they
had to do this without all the tools that
we have, which is amazing.”

The work has gone very well, accord-
ing to Katchenago, and even when chal-
lenges and obstacles have come up, she
and the rest of the team have found a way
to get past it and move forward.

“I feel like all of us are really fast
learners, so it’s going very well,” Katch-
enago said. “We’ve had a couple of places
that weren’t so well because there’s rock
underneath, but other than that, it’s going
very well.”

Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Machickanee Players

The Machickanee Players has sched-
uled their 41st season, and it includes two
comedies and one drama to be presented
at the Park Avenue Theatre, 408 Park
Ave., Oconto.

The first, to be presented in October, is
the comedy “Escanaba in da Moonlight.”
Written by Jeff Daniels, it is about hunting
and its traditions in Upper Michigan. The
Soady family, consisting of father Albert,
sons Reuben and Remnar, and friend Jim-
my Negamanee, go to their hunting camp,
hoping that this is the year that Reuben,
now 43, will finally get his first buck. The

show will be directed by Jackie Kapla.
Auditions will be held in June or July.

February will see the drama/romance
“84 Charing Cross Road.” New York
City bibliophile Helene Hanff writes to
the London Bookshop Marks and Co. in
search 