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Veterans advocate Michael Kohn, right, displays the banners honoring local veterans that he proposes hanging from light poles in downtown Gillett. The city council expects to 
consider approving the plan at its April 3 meeting.� WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

Veterans banner proposal advances

BY WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

A Gillett man’s proposal to hang ban-
ners honoring local veterans downtown is 
a step closer to fruition.

Michael Kohn brought two sample ban-
ners to the March 6 meeting of the Gillett 
City Council and said he’s ready to move 
forward with the council’s permission. 
DotCom Branding of Shawano produced 
the first two banners and is prepared to 
make them all, he said.

“I’ve had six different people come up 
to me and say we’d like to make a ban-
ner,” Kohn said. “I’ve told them I wanted 

to wait until I get approval from the city.”
Working with the city public works 

and utilities departments, Kohn said they 
have identified 20 light poles downtown 
where the banners could hang. The 
veterans’ families would pay for the ban-
ners, so the city’s only cost would be for 
the labor.

He suggested putting the banners up 
a week before Memorial Day and taking 
them down after Labor Day to avoid the 
rough weather of winter and fall.

“With these winds we’ve been having, 
they’d be ripped to shreds in nothing flat,” 
Kohn said.

Council members asked about display-

ing them around Veterans Day, and while 
Kohn was concerned about November 
weather, Alderperson Irene Drake sug-
gested they could be placed in the school 
auditorium during its Veterans Day 
program.

Mayor Jon Blaskowski said they will 
put the matter on the Utilities Committee 
agenda for a recommendation and vote at 
the April 3 council meeting

“I don’t think anybody’s going to shoot 
this down, not to honor our vets,” Kohn 
said. “If people want banners, I’m going to 
say let’s roll with it.”

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

Gillett area vets would be honored downtown during summer months

Former Lakewood Fire Chief Christopher Thomson, 
right, sits in an Oconto County courtroom March 5 with 
his attorney, Nicole Morley.

WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

Former fire 
chief pleads 

to eight 
felonies

Thomson stole over 
$100K from Lakewood 

Fire Department 
Association

BY WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

Former Lakewood Fire Chief Christo-
pher Thomson is scheduled to be sen-
tenced May 5 after pleading no contest 
to eight felony charges stemming from 
his stealing money from fire department 
funds.

Thomson, 42, entered pleas in Oconto 
County Circuit Court on March 5 and was 
convicted of three counts of identity theft 
to obtain money, three counts of uttering 
a forgery, and single counts of theft in a 
business setting and committing fraud 
against a financial institution.

Judge Michael Judge accepted the 
pleas, scheduled sentencing for 9 a.m. 
May 5 and ordered a pre-sentence investi-
gation. Fourteen other felony counts were 
dismissed in a plea agreement but were 
read into the record to be considered dur-
ing sentencing.

The unusual plea offer, filed with the 
Clerk of Courts Office, contains two op-
tions. In the first alternative, District

CHIEF, CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

State Rep. Elijah Behn-
ke’s efforts to meet with 
his new constituents has 
drawn mixed results, with 
local listening sessions 
attracting as many as a 
dozen or more in Shawano 
and Cecil to just two visi-
tors March 8 at the Pulaski 
library.

Behnke, now in his 
third two-year term in the 
state Assembly, moved 
about 2 miles to the west 
last year after district 
lines were redrawn and 
his home became part of 
the mostly urban 4th As-
sembly District. He won 
a Republican primary 
against former state Rep. 
Peter Schmidt and now 
serves the more rural 6th 
District.

The first order of busi-
ness in a new term is to 
pass a biennial budget, he 
noted in a conversation 
with Kathy Luebke, Maple 
Grove town clerk and Sha-
wano County supervisor, 
and her husband, Gary.

“This is the time when 
we reach out and listen to 
people and say we want 
to serve our communi-
ties, how can we serve 
our communities — obvi-
ously roads is always a big 
thing in rural Wisconsin,” 
Behnke said. “Listening 
to people who pay my 
salary is kind of how I get 
elected.”

Luebke brought a sum-
mary of Gov. Tony Evers’ 
budget proposal provided 
by Wisconsin Towns 
Association, and she said 
she was concerned about 
a provision that would 
require local and state 
public works projects 
to hire contractors who 

pay “prevailing wage,” 
which Evers defined as the 
hourly wage and benefits 
paid to most workers in 
the project’s area.

“Way back, I don’t 
know how many years ago 
we had to do that, and we 
paid dearly for roads. We 
usually have the local con-
tractors do our jobs, and 
even for them they had 
to do extra paperwork,” 
Luebke said. “Basically, 
prevailing wage is what 
the unions require, and lo-
cally we don’t have union 
contractors.”

Behnke said he ex-
pects the legislature to 
make significant changes 
in Evers’ budget before 
passing a final bill. The 
omnibus tax-and-spending 
bill must be in place by 
July 1, the start of the 
state’s fiscal year. Wiscon-
sin currently has about a 
$4 billion surplus, in part 
because of federal dollars 
allocated to offset losses 
created by the response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“They say if you run 
the numbers, if you actu-
ally were to pass this 
budget as it is, we’d not 
only run through the $4 
billion left over from the 
COVID money but we’d 
be $2 billion in the hole,” 
Behnke said.

Luebke also asked 
about election reform, 
noting that the state had 
a primary election last 
month where the only 
race on the ballot for 
most municipalities was 
narrowing the field of 
superintendent of public 
instruction from three 
candidates down to two.

“The money that it 
costs municipalities to 
hold an election for one 
race like that — is there 

some way we can con-
dense it or just hold off 
until the next election?” 
she asked.

Behnke agreed that an 
overhaul of the election 
system is in order. He 
noted that someone was 
able to obtain an absentee 

ballot in his name because 
the requirements are so 
lax.

“If you know my full 
legal name and my date of 
birth, you can request my 
ballot,” he said. “That is 
way too loosey-goosey.”

Behnke said he likes 

the idea of the U.S. 
Department of Govern-
ment Efficiency (DOGE), 
which was created to find 
ways to streamline federal 
government spending and 
eliminate waste and fraud. 
Wisconsin has its own 
version, the GOAT, or 
Government Oversight, 
Accountability and Trans-
parency Committee, he 
said.

“They are starting to do 
open records requests for 
like the DOT (Department 
of Transportation) and 
Department of Correc-
tions to see where this 
money goes,” Behnke said.

Wisconsin government 
has safeguards to avoid 
the issues faced by the 
U.S. government, which 
has accumulated a $37 tril-
lion debt, he said.

“If the dollar starts to 
become worthless because 
we’re just printing it, and 
that’s kind of the trajec-
tory of what we were do-
ing, so we have to stop the 
federal spending,” Behnke 
said. “Thankfully Wiscon-

sin I think in our constitu-
tion has — you can’t go 
into debt like that. We can 
borrow some loans but 
not go like that.”

As might be expected, 
Behnke said his relation-
ship with Schmidt was 
“rough” after he decided 
to relocate and run in the 
6th District, but a mutual 
friend arranged a meet-
ing to work out their 
differences.

“We met in Shawano, 
had dinner together, 
kind of talked it all out,” 
Behnke said. “He’s keep-
ing his campaign account 
open, so he will possibly 
run again, but I just said, 
‘Hey, I’m not looking to 
be enemies, we can work 
together on some things,’ 
and he’s a great resource. 
He does know more local 
people than I do.”

Behnke said he and 
Schmidt are both young-
er, both farm kids and 
with reputations as hard 
workers.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com
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Attorney Hannah 
Schuchart would argue for 
Thomson to serve three 
years in prison, followed 
by five years of extended 
supervision.

A second option would 
call for a sentence of four 
years plus six years of 
parole to be imposed and 
then stayed, with Thomson 
instead placed on six years 
of probation with an agree-
ment to pay restitution of 
$128,339.49. He would only 
spend time in prison if he 
violates the terms of his 

probation, fails to make 
restitution or both.

The theft in a business 
setting conviction carries a 
maximum possible sentence 
of 10 years in prison and 
a $25,000 fine. The other 
seven counts each have a 
maximum sentence of six 
years and a $10,000 fine.

In his role as treasurer 
of the Lakewood Fire De-
partment Association and 
later as fire chief, Thom-
son stole from the check-
ing account and debit card 
between 2020 and 2024. 

The nonprofit organiza-
tion holds donations and 
fundraising proceeds for 
the fire department.

The Lakewood Town 
Board placed Thomson 
on unpaid administrative 
leave last May 13, and he 
resigned as chief shortly 
thereafter.

He was arrested Nov. 
15 and has been in custody 
at the Oconto County 
Jail since then in lieu of a 
$10,000 cash bond.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com
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NEW Credit Union 
seeks to help others dur-
ing March by participat-
ing in the fifth annual 
Penny Nicholas Food 
Drive.

Leland (Penny) Nicho-
las was a firm believer in 
the credit union phi-
losophy of people help-
ing people, and this food 
drive was instituted as a 
tribute to him. Nicholas 

served on the board of 
directors of NEW Credit 
Union for 34 years. He 
volunteered thousands 
of hours for the credit 
union and helped with 
numerous events in the 
community.

Nonperishable food 
items can be dropped off 
Monday through Friday 
between 9 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m. at any one of the 

three Oconto County 
credit union locations: 301 
Jackson St., Oconto Falls; 
405 Pecor St., Oconto; and 
717 E. Main St., Suring.

The nonperishable 
food gathered will be 
distributed among several 
local food pantries. Food 
should be dropped off 
by March 31. Visit www.
newcu.org or call 800-
924-1250 for information.

Credit union collecting food 
for area pantries

Behnke addresses budget, other issues
Pulaski listening session is 

sparsely attended

State Rep. Elijah Behnke introduces himself at a sparsely attended listening session March 8 at the Pulaski library.� WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

Kathy Luebke, Maple Grove town clerk and a Shawano County supervisor, 
and her husband, Gary, were the only residents who took advantage of state 
Rep. Elijah Behnke’s listening session March 8 at the Brown County Library 
in Pulaski.� WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA
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Youth Art Month exhibit debuts at Oconto Falls Community Library
PHOTOS BY WARREN BLUHM • NEWS EDITOR

The annual Youth Art Month reception fills the Oconto Falls Community Library with visitors March 6. Artwork by area students will be on display throughout the month.

Every available space above the shelves and on the walls of Oconto Falls Community Library is filled by artwork done by local students during Youth Art Month.



Alan J. (Max) Delsart, 
71, Ashwaubenon, passed 
away on March 1, 2025, 
at St. Vincent Hospital 
surrounded by his loving 
family. He was born July 
21, 1953, in Oconto Falls to 
Millard and Eunice (Del-
fosse) Delsart.

Alan graduated from 
Oconto Falls High School 
class of 1971. He went on to 
attend NWTI and earned 
his degree to work as an 
electrician. Alan had a 
lifelong career at Proctor 
and Gamble, starting in 
1973, retiring in 2011. Dur-
ing that career he learned 
how to perform every job 
in the building. Electri-
cian, forklift operator, semi 
driver, he could do it all. 
Alan answered any and 
every call from P&G when 
they needed his skills.

Alan married Christine 
Moynihan on Nov. 9, 1974. 
They recently celebrated 
50 years of marriage. Alan 

and Christine had two chil-
dren, Becky and Justin.

In his spare time and 
into retirement, Alan 
enjoyed biking and walk-
ing all over town. His bike 
route was Ashwaubenon 
to Wrightstown to Bay 
Beach and back to Ash-
waubenon. In the winter 
months, Alan walked in 
the mall. Any other time 
of the year he walked all 
over Ashwaubenon. Alan 

also enjoyed fi xing things. 
He always had a lawn-
mower or snowblower to 
fi x.

Alan is survived by his 
wife, Christine; daughter, 
Becky (Ed) Brady; son, Jus-
tin (Andrea); fi ve grand-
children, Kiley (Dalton) 
Guyette, Eden Delsart, 
Reagan Brady, Gus Brady 
and Ruby Delsart; and his 
great-granddaughter, Syl-
via Guyette. Alan is further 
survived by his brother, 
Robert (Mary Zielinski) 
Delsart, and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Millard and Eunice; his 
in-laws, James and Marie 
Moynihan; two sisters-
in-law, Theresa Miles 
and Anita Moynihan; and 
six brothers-in-law, Paul 
Nelson, Douglas Cur-
ran, Roger Tarlton, Clyde 
Rusch, Ken Miles and Jerry 
Olson.

Alan and his Alan-isms 
will be greatly missed by 
all that knew him. His 
favorite phrases were, 
“What’s the indication?” 
and “Don’t crack your 
skull.” He liked to refer 
to the discount area at 
Metro Market as “the fuzz 
drawer.”

The family would like 
to give special thanks to 
Dr. Paul Shen, the staff  at 
St Vincent hospital, espe-
cially Amanda, Brock, Joe, 
Patrick and Kristina from 
fi fth fl oor CVICU, and 
Sarah from 6th fl oor ICU. 
Your dedication and com-
passion to Alan for 12 days 
was immeasurable. We 
cannot thank you enough.

Visitation was held 
at Jones Funeral Service 
on Thursday, March 6, 
2025, from 11 a.m. until 
the time of service at 1:30 
p.m. Burial to follow after 
at St. Anthony Cemetery, 
Oconto Falls.
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Alan J. Delsart

Mark A. Guelig, 69, 
Oconto Falls, formerly of 
Farmington, Minnesota, 
died of unexpected health 
complications on March 4, 
2025.

Mark grew up on a 
dairy farm in the Town of 
Stiles and was a graduate 
of the Lena High School 
class of 1973. He thorough-
ly enjoyed keeping up with 
his classmates and attend-
ing class reunions.

Mark was a beloved 
partner to Trish Martin, fa-
ther, grandfather, brother, 
uncle and friend. Equally 
as important, he was a 
key shenanigans instiga-
tor, a hunting partner that 
never revealed a favorite 
spot, a valued teammate in 
darts, softball and bowl-
ing leagues, and the friend 
everyone knew they could 
count on during good and 
bad times.

He perfected his infa-
mous Puppy Pizza recipe, 
which he loved to serve 
to friends, family and the 
neighbors Trish made him 
befriend. Mark met his 
lifetime partner, Trish, 
in 2000. Trish and Mark 
spent many happy years 
together adopting cats, 
traveling on their Harley-
Davidson motorcycles, 

visiting family and playing 
pranks on one another.

While an obituary will 
never fully capture Mark’s 
love of family, friends, 
Harley-Davidsons, guns 
and recreational activities, 
all who knew Mark knew 
the infamous twinkle in his 
eye meant he was ready 
with a story and up for an 
adventure. He was always 
ready to relay his esca-
pades and often had to be 
reminded that his revelries 
at Sturgis should not be 
shared when in company 
of minor children.

Mark was incredibly 
proud that he had seen 49 
states on his bike and that 
he earned two Iron Butt 
certifi ed rides in 2004 and 
2009. Mark was a featured 

author and photographer 
in the May/June 2001 
publication of the Hog 
Tales magazine, where 
he had the space to share 
his images of America, his 
journey with his friend and 
friend’s son, and touching 
moments throughout their 
travels.

Survivors include his 
brothers, Robert Guelig, 
Lena, and Gary (Denise) 
Guelig, Stiles; his sister, 
Judy Guelig, Fox Point; 
children, Chelsea Martin, 
California, and Ernest 
Martin, California; sisters-
in-law, Nancy Abellaneda, 
California, and Marie 
Martin, California; nieces 
and nephews, Connie 
(Jeff  Zeitler) Waschbisch, 
Pound, Ron Waschbisch, 
Oconto Falls, Marilyn 
(Scott Anderson) Wasch-
bisch, Pulaski, Bob (Lisa) 
Waschbisch, Coleman, 
Amie (Richard) Tolbert, 
Stevens Point, Wendy 
(Joey) Guelig-Gmiterk, 
New Jersey, Kevin Guelig, 
Oconto Falls, Rebecca 
(Clint) Reed, Little Sua-
mico, and Janie (Jeremiah 
Kuss) Guelig, Lena; his 
best friend, Mikey Mor-
tin, Minnesota; beloved 
grandchildren, Marcos 
Uribe, California Evan 

Uribe, California, Adri-
ana Martin, California, 
and Gwendollyn Martin, 
California; as well as 
many great-nieces and 
great-nephews.

Mark was preceded 
in death by his lifetime 
partner, Patricia (Trish) 
Martin; father, Arthur 
Guelig; mother, Irene 
(LaRue) Guelig; sisters, 
Marilyn Guelig and Jeanne 
Waschbisch; and brothers-
in-law, Frank Waschbisch 
and Alvan Bachtell.

Visitation will be held 
on Thursday, March 20, 
2025, from 9-11 a.m. at 
Jones Funeral Service in 
Oconto Falls. The funeral 
service will be held at 11 
a.m. with the Rev. Ben 
Johnson and Deacon Peter 
Gard offi  ciating. Burial to 
follow at St. Charles Cem-
etery, Lena.

The family would like 
to thank the emergency re-
sponse team as well as the 
staff  at St. Clare Hospital 
for their compassion and 
dedication to patient care 
during this time.

In lieu of other expres-
sions of sympathy, me-
morials will be donated 
equally to the FFA chap-
ters in Lena and Oconto 
Falls.

Mark ‘Puppy’ Guelig

OBITUARIES

By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

The Gillett City Council 
on March 6 approved a 
resolution designed to help 
advance grant applications 
for a new playground and 
other improvements at 
Zippel Park.

Fundraising activities 
have been underway for 
about a year toward a $1.5 
million plan to build an 
inclusive play area, walk-

ing trails and paths, ADA 
signage and picnic/seating 
areas, along with improve-
ments to the sports courts.

The council also OK’d 
a request that the pro-
posal be added to Oconto 
County’s Comprehensive 
Outdoor Recreation Plan 
(CORP).

Art Bahr, senior com-
munity development 
administrator with con-
sulting and planning fi rm 
MSA, said the grants are 

contingent in part on the 
project being included in a 
comprehensive plan.

“All I’m really look-
ing for is just a motion so 
I’ve got offi  cial permis-
sion from Gillett to have 
a one-page section put 
into Oconto County’s 
Comprehensive Outdoor 
Recreation Plan describ-
ing this project over 
in the park,” Bahr said. 
“That’s a requirement 
of the stewardship grant 

application being that Gil-
lett does not have a CORP 
of their own. We have to 
be listed in somebody’s, 
so we have to be listed in 
the county’s.”

Bahr told the council 
that the process of prepar-
ing grant applications to 
the state stewardship fund 
and federal Community 
Development Block Grant 
program is on schedule.

“Everything’s on sched-
ule, May 1 for stewardship 

and I think it’s May 14 
for the CDBG,” he said. 
“Everything’s going fi ne 
in getting them written. I 
will be getting with Jerry 
(Luther, alderperson) for 
some letters of support, 
some letters of partnership 
and letters of donation; 
we’ve got those to include 
in the grants.”

The CDBG application 
also requires that a public 
hearing be held, which is 
scheduled for 6 p.m. April 

3 prior to the council’s 
regular monthly meeting.

In addition to the state 
and federal grant applica-
tions, Bahr said the city 
plans to resubmit an appli-
cation to the Oconto-based 
Leon H. & Clymene M. 
Bond Foundation in April. 
The foundation declined 
an application last fall but 
encouraged the city to try 
again, he said.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

City Council advances playground grant applications
Gillett’s Zippel Park project needs to be added to Oconto County comprehensive plan
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Phone: 920-846-0430
535 Locust Ave.,
Oconto Falls
Hours: 8-5

Monday - Friday

Bob & 
Chris

Walters Jr.

Oconto Area Humane Society
and Animal Shelter 
920-830-1738
150 S. Katch Drive, Oconto
To make an appointment, call the shelter or 
email ocontoareahumane@gmail.com
Please see all adoptable pets at www.ocontoareahumane.org.Suppporting hoeless pets is one of the best acts of kindness.

To place your ad here 
call 920-360-3450

Antique Automotive
(920) 834-4447
Stiles Junction

Larry & Janice 
McGray

Meet Apollo. He is a 
young petite pitbull 
with playful energy. 
He has done well 
in his kennel and is 
potty trained. He is 
treat motivated and 
smart.

 Meet Hamlet. He is 
a 10 year old senior 
boy looking for a 
home. Overall, he is 
a friendly and calm 
cat who has done 
well with other cats 
in his previous home. 
He would do great 
adopted with another 
buddy.

Daytona is a very 
sweet dog, who has 
been well behaved for 
staff. She is good with 
other dogs and likes 
the outdoors. She 
has done well in her 
kennel and is potty 
trained

Squirrel is an adven-
turous and curious 
cat. He adjusts well 
to new environments 
and is great with 
meeting new people. 
He will make a great 
addition to his new 
home. 

APOLLO HAMLET

DAYTONA SQUIRREL

HOURS:
Mon Wed. Fri. 

11am-4pm, 
Sat. & Sun. 
8am-11am.

By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

A driver for JWC 
Trucking in Gillett who 
has raised money to help 
veterans and law officers 
across the country wants 
to stage an event to honor 
them this summer.

Dennis Schulze told 
the Gillett City Council 
on March 6 that he lost 
his right leg in a trucking 
accident 12 years ago.

“I decided to get my 
wheelchair and go across 
America backwards for 
our veterans and the peo-
ple who saved my life,” 
Schulze said. “I’ve thrown 
out first pitches. I’ve stood 
in many stadiums. I’ve 
been in the Oval Office. 
Every year, I like hosting 
an event, and it’s called 
Heroes Day Off.”

The event at Zippel 
Park would serve as a 
fundraiser for local veter-
ans, police, fire and EMS 
groups, he said.

“I have a couple bud-
dies that are Nashville 
recording artist friends 
that’ll come in and put on 
a concert for us. I’m trying 
to find some local bands, 
too,” Schulze said. “And 
all the money I raise I give 
to the local veterans and 
an organization for police 
officers.” The organiza-
tion, he said, is called Wis-

consin Law Enforcement 
Death Response Team — 
a volunteer group of law 
enforcement professionals 
who assist agencies and 
survivors after a death.

City Clerk Chelsea 
Anderson said the Heroes 
Day Off could fill a lull 
between mid-July and 
early August, and council 
members were receptive 
to the idea, which would 
also include food, raffles 
and other activities.

“We can look at some 
dates that the city would 
have available for Zip-
pel Park,” said Mayor Jon 
Blaskowski. “You’ve got 
the Lions Club; I know 
the Civic Club has a stand 
there, too, so we should be 
able to make most of that 
stuff work.”

Alderperson Jerry 
Luther asked Schulze what 
made him think of Gillett 
as a place to hold such an 
event, and he said he was 
drawn to the people when 
he started driving for JWC.

“My first day in town I 
started talking to people, 
and they acted like they’ve 
known me forever, no 
matter whether it was 
somebody in a suit, or 
somebody in shorts or 
Spanish or whatever — 
they treated me like I 
was here,” Schulze said. 
“Sometimes you know 
or you feel like where 

you need to be, and I just 
wanted to have my event 
here … I felt like this is 

someplace right to have 
this event.”

Blaskowski said city 

committees would discuss 
the next steps and help 
Schulze with any required 

permits.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

‘Heroes Day Off’ would honor veterans, officers
Schulze has staged fundraisers across the country

Dennis Schulze, right, explains his Heroes Day Off concept to the Gillett City Council during its March 6 meeting. Looking on is fellow veterans advocate 
Michael Kohn.� WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA
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Congress must 
preserve Medicaid

Attention across the 
nation is rightly focused 
on potential massive and 
drastic Medicaid cuts under 
consideration by Congress 
that would imperil health 
care for nearly 80 million 
of our most vulnerable 
neighbors — low-income 
families, expectant moms, 
children and senior citizens, 
as well as individuals with 
disabilities.

Rural hospitals caring for 
communities in America’s 
heartland — which are 
already struggling — will 
be further devastated by 
these cuts, making access to 
quality health care another 
unobtainable element of the 
American Dream.

The 13 hospitals that 
make up Hospital Sisters 
Health System serve small 
communities throughout 
Central and Southern Il-
linois and Northeastern 
Wisconsin. The populations 
in these towns often refl ect 
higher reliance on Medicaid, 
especially among children. 
According to the McCourt 
School of Public Policy at 
Georgetown University, 
25% of children in Macon 
County, Illinois, home to 
HSHS St. Mary’s Hospital, 
rely on Medicaid. In Brown 
County, Wisconsin, home 
to HSHS St. Mary’s Hospi-
tal Medical Center and St. 
Vincent Hospital in Green 
Bay, nearly 32% of children 
rely on Medicaid.

As representatives of 
nonprofi t, Catholic health 
care, HSHS views health 
care as a basic right.

For us, health care 
service is more than an oc-
cupation — it is a vocation. 
We treat every patient with 
the same love and compas-
sion St. Francis showed to 
lepers banished to live out-
side medieval city walls.

Medicaid — along with 
Medicare — was created in 
that same spirit in 1965, with 
President Lyndon Johnson 
noting the new health insur-
ance program jointly funded 
by the federal and state 
governments refl ected an 
American tradition, direct-
ing us: “never to ignore or 
to spurn those who suff er 
untended in a land that is 
bursting with abundance.”

Who among us has not 
been vulnerable at some 
point in their life, or knows 
a relative, friend or neigh-
bor who has? Public opinion 
polls bear out this senti-
ment, with the nonprofi t 
health policy research group 
Kaiser Family Foundation 
(KFF) reporting two-thirds 
of U.S. adults have some 
connection to Medicaid. 
Additionally, more than 
three-fourths hold a favor-
able view of the program.

The human toll of these 
cuts would be unconscio-
nable, and the economic 

impact devastating. KFF 
estimates state governments 
could shoulder additional 
Medicaid costs of $1 tril-
lion over the next decade 
if the federal government 
caps its contribution per 
enrollee and withdraws its 
90% match to states that 
expanded Medicaid under 
the Aff ordable Care Act.

We support the dignity 
of work, yet potential work 
requirements for Medicaid 
participants appear coun-
terproductive, since KFF 
research shows nearly two-
thirds of Medicaid adults 
are already working, usually 
at low-paying jobs that ei-
ther don’t off er insurance or 
do so at unaff ordable rates.

The overall result of 
these proposed changes: 
States would be forced to 
dramatically scale back their 
Medicaid programs, hurting 
enrollees and impacting 
practically every hospital 
across the country — in-
cluding those HSHS oper-
ates. Medicaid accounts for 
24% of inpatient admissions 
in Illinois hospitals, accord-
ing to the Illinois Health and 
Hospital Association, while 
the program makes up 14.5% 
of total gross patient reve-
nue in Wisconsin hospitals, 
according to the Wisconsin 
Hospital Association.

Hospitals across the 
U.S. are still grappling with 
COVID-19 fallout, facing 
workforce shortages and 
shrunken margins. As a 
nonprofi t system, HSHS is 
not profi t driven. Yet we 
must operate on some mea-
sure of solid fi nancial foot-
ing to carry out the legacy 
of our founding and current 
Hospital Sisters.

Our sisters founded four 
of our Illinois hospitals 150 
years ago this year, and 
within days of their ar-
rival from Germany were 
knocking on doors, seeking 
donations. We keep that 
drumbeat alive today, but 
we cannot continue our 
mission on contributions 
alone.

We urge Congress to 
maintain federal funding 
commitments for the Med-
icaid program to prevent 
structural changes that 
would rob coverage from 
those in need. Our federal 
lawmakers must remember 
their mission in represent-
ing all constituents for the 
common good.

Damond Boatwright is president and 
chief executive officer for the Hospital 
Sisters Health System, which operates 

hospitals like St. Clare Memorial Hospi-
tal in Oconto Falls.

Damond 
Boatwright
Guest columnist

Damond Damond 
BoatwrightBoatwright
Guest columnistGuest columnist

Birthright citizenship a 
constitutional precedent
To the editor:

We are writing to 
express our strong opposi-
tion to President Donald 
Trump’s executive order 
seeking to end birthright 
citizenship. This unilateral 
action is not only uncon-
stitutional but also fun-
damentally un-American, 
violating the principles 
of equality and justice 
enshrined in the 14th 
Amendment.

We are thankful for the 

four federal judges who 
have currently blocked 
this order citing the 14th 
Amendment and a long-
standing Supreme Court 
precedent. It is our under-
standing that the Trump 
Administration intends to 
appeal these rulings. We 
presume that this matter, 
along with other current 
overreaching executive 
actions, will one day arrive 
at our nation’s Supreme 
Court.

The constitution’s 
citizenship clause clearly 
states that “all persons 

born or naturalized in the 
United States, and subject 
to the jurisdiction thereof, 
are citizens of the United 
States.” This principle has 
been upheld for over a cen-
tury, ensuring that children 
born on American soil — 
regardless of their parents’ 
immigration status — are 
full citizens. Eff orts to 
overturn this right through 
executive order directly 
contradicts established 
constitutional law.

If changes to citizenship 
policy are to be considered, 
they must be addressed 

through the democratic 
process and not dictated 
by executive order. This 
proposed order is a danger-
ous overreach of execu-
tive power and must be 
rejected by both lawmakers 
and the American people.

We hope citizens 
will stand against this 
unconstitutional attack 
on birthright citizenship 
and support policies that 
uphold our nation’s core 
values of fairness, inclusion 
and justice.

Faith and Tom Webster, 
Shawano

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

GUEST COLUMN

Hollywood fi lms impact mental health
A suicide devastates 

more than one life.
I learned that lesson 

shortly after my doorbell 
rang at 2:30 a.m. Sept. 
10, 2016. My 20-year-old 
son, Austin, had died by 
suicide. After decades 
reciprocating his infec-
tious smile and admiring 
his achievements on the 
football fi eld and in the 
classroom, I had to digest 
in an instant that I would 
never see him again.

Every single day, I wish 
I could go back and talk 
with him one more time. 
Would it have helped? I’ll 
never know. I do know, 
seven years into my jour-
ney as a suicide preven-
tion advocate, that severe 
mental illness doesn’t 
manifest in a vacuum, es-
pecially for young adults.

Whether we’re aware 
of it or not, the media we 
consume strongly infl u-
ences how we process 
mental health crises.

The folks who shape 
our culture have never 
been more aware of the 
mental health challenges 
Americans face. But they 
largely haven’t responded 

to that awareness by 
depicting mental health 
more responsibly.

Over the last two 
decades, the suicide rate 
among those aged 10 to 24 
has risen nearly 60%. The 
factors behind this crisis 
are complex and multifac-
eted, but researchers are 
coming to understand that 
Hollywood plays a role. 
Many shows have inad-
vertently contributed to 
the increase in the youth 
suicide rate by glorifying 
suicide and the mental 
health conditions that 
cause it.

Consider “13 Reasons 
Why,” a show developed 
for Netfl ix that depicts 
the story of a teenage girl 
who takes her own life 
and leaves behind a series 
of audiotapes that impli-
cate the people she holds 
responsible for her death.

Just one month after 

the show aired, the suicide 
rate among 10- to 17-year-
olds increased nearly 30%. 
The series was intended 
to start a meaningful 
dialogue about bullying, 
sexual assault and suicide. 
It instead portrayed the 
main character’s choice as 
a means of exacting emo-
tional revenge on those 
who wronged her.

Some teens with exist-
ing mental health issues 
are more susceptible to 
emulate suicides that are 
glamorized — a well-
documented phenomenon 
called “suicide contagion.”

While “13 Reasons 
Why” has exacerbated 
some awful mental health 
trends in America, it’s 
hardly the only one. 
Fortunately, other shows 
and movies do just the 
opposite.

The critically ac-
claimed fi lm “Silver Lin-
ings Playbook” has been 
praised for its realistic 
depiction of people living 
with bipolar disorder. 
Consider “Adieu,” a movie 
currently in produc-
tion that centers on a 
prodigal violinist strug-

gling with depression 
after her sister’s suicide. 
Several leading mental 
health professionals have 
commended “Adieu” for 
depicting grief, depression 
and the value of human 
connection in an authentic 
way — allowing viewers 
to see the possibility for 
recovery and growth even 
after a tragic loss.

Stories like these are 
crucial because they tap 
into what some experts 
call the “neuroscience of 
hope.” These scientists 
hypothesize that optimism 
stems from distinct neuro-
logical processes that are 
subject to outside infl u-
ence. As a result, certain 
forms of art could literally 
rewire the brain to gener-
ate feelings of hope that 
combat mental illness.

By creating powerful 
art that more appropriate-
ly considers and depicts 
mental health challenges, 
Hollywood could use 
its great power more 
responsibly.

Leslie Weirich is a nationally renowned 
suicide prevention speaker and author 

who advocates for youth mental health.

Leslie Leslie 
WeirichWeirich

Guest columnistGuest columnistGuest columnist
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SDI using art form to drive 
home environmental science
College’s new comic 

series will take a look 
at climate change

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Comics have entertained and informed 
for decades, but the College of Menomi-
nee Nation’s Sustainable Development 
Institute hopes that its foray into the 
artistic side of things will help to not only 
educate people on the sustainability of the 
environment but also serve as a tool to 
help revive the Menominee language.

“We’re really happy to bring this idea 
and have it in print,” said Jennifer Gauth-
ier, SDI director and one of four people 
involved with developing the climate 
comic series. “You can touch it and feel it 
and read it. What we wanted to do is take 
some of the science that we’re doing and 
start sharing with the community.”

The comics are being created on a 
monthly basis and will be in print in the 
tribal newspaper Menominee Nation 
News, as well as on the Indigenous Cli-
mate Resilience Network’s website, www.
icrn.us.

The fi rst comic, which debuted 
at a kickoff  event March 3 at the col-
lege, features two birds common to the 
Menominee forests, the woodpecker and 
the sapsucker, and they both talk about 
a new visitor — the emerald ash borer. 
Over the course of the six panels, it is 
learned that, without the ash trees that are 
being destroyed by the invasive insect, it 
impacts the Menominee people’s abilities 
to make kahkopenakanan, translated as 
baskets, as well as limits where the birds 
can live. With winters becoming warmer 
in the Midwest, the borer has more time 
to spread to ash trees in the area and kill 
them.

“We’re starting to see changes, and 

that’s what we wanted to share and focus 
and make sure that everyone is aware,” 
Gauthier said. “This was our fi rst time 
creating something like this, so we kind 
of went back and forth — ‘Let’s do this,’ 
‘Let’s try that.’ We have a good process 
going now where we want to get out one 
of these to you every month.”

Besides Gauthier, the climate comics 
came into being with the help of Nicholas 
Schwitzer, SDI’s media expert, along with 
tribal resilience liaisons Sara Smith and 
Allison Scott.

“What I brought to the team was the 
Menominee language, the cultural as-
pects,” Gauthier said.

Smith and Scott noted they bring a lot 
of the scientifi c information to the project, 
while Schwitzer’s contribution was the 
drawing and coloring itself. Scott pointed 
out that a lot of scientists were consulted 

in developing the comics.
“We really were hoping that maybe 

this could be an opportunity for more 
place-based and culturally grounded com-
munications to talk about climate change 
and impacts of the Native experience in 
the Menominee community,” Scott said. 
“This could be a model that other tribes 
throughout our region and the country 
could look to talk about climate change in 
their communities.”

Included with each comic will be a 
language box, which shows what the 
Menominee words mean. Gauthier noted 
the fi rst comic’s fi nal panel was interest-
ing in that it showcased the intergenera-
tional information passed down from the 
grandmother to the grandchild.

“This was intentional, because we 

The first climate comic created by the College of Menominee Nation’s Sustainable Development Institute focuses on the emerald ash borer, an invasive species that is laying 
waste to ash trees across northern Wisconsin. Ash trees are essential for the Menominee basket weavers to make their creations. COLLEGE OF MENOMINEE NATION

Sara Smith, one of the tribal resilience liaisons with the College of Menominee Nation’s Sustainable Development 
Institute, talks about the science aspect of the new climate comics that the SDI is developing.

LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

COMIC, CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Billie Frechette 
completes John 
Dillinger’s story

The story ran just inches below the 
Shawano Evening Leader masthead. On 
Jan. 31, 1936, the paper’s faithful learned 
that Evelyn “Billie” Frechette, the “erst-
while sweetheart” of slain gangster John 
Dillinger, “stepped from the train at the 
depot at Shawano last night at 12:40 and 
was met with friends who took her im-
mediately to the reservation.”

Frechette was newly paroled and 
heading home to her Menominee com-

munity after 
spending 
two years in 
the fed-
eral prison 
in Milan, 
Michigan. 
Described 

by the reporter as being “smartly dressed 
and wearing smoked glasses,” Frechette 
stated, “It’s good to be free … And I’m 
going to be good. The federal men said 
they’d send me back to prison if I don’t 
act like a lady.”

Immortalized as the lover of the 
very fi rst “Public Enemy Number 1,” 
Frechette’s story helps everyone better 
understand the choices made during this 
tumultuous period in American history. 
The fact that she is a member of the 
Menominee Nation further reveals a rich 
local connection to national history.

Acclaimed crime historian John Oller’s 
latest book endeavors to humanize the ef-
fort to thwart crime sprees in 1930s Amer-
ica. “Gangster Hunters: How Hoover’s 
G-Men Vanquished America’s Deadliest 
Public Enemies” shares the stories of 
the men who brought law and order to 
national criminals. By illuminating the 
machinations of their lives and liveli-
hoods, Oller enriches narratives about 
bullets and bank robbers with details of 
love, loss, sacrifi ce and persistence.

Specifi cs about kidnappings, robber-
ies, jailbreaks and car thefts help paint 
a more complete picture of some of the 
decade’s most nefarious undertakings, but 
where Oller’s work most resonates is in 
the passages discussing lovers, spouses 
and descendants of those involved in the 
melee.

Oller describes Frechette as “the 
fi ve-foot-two raven-haired beauty of the 
bunch” who met Dillinger “in a Chicago 
nightclub where Billie worked as a hat-
check girl” in November 1933.

Frechette, then an estranged wife of 

Billie Frechette found herself in the alluring world of 
crime when she first met John Dillinger in November 
1933 in Chicago. CONTRIBUTED

FRECHETTE, CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Ryan WinnRyan Winn
ColumnistColumnist
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wanted to give people 
some language to the 
imagery that we’re see-
ing,” Gauthier said. “This 
is something that we will 
include in every single one 
of our comic strips, and 
we’re hoping that, by the 
end of the year, we have a 
little glossary of seasonal 
terms.”

Smith noted that there 

are signs that the emerald 
ash borer has taken hold in 
the area, and showing how 
it’s impacting the Menomi-
nee and their cultural 
aspects is a way to explain 
why climate change and 
invasive species are such 
important issues.

“A lot of times, cold 
weather can hold off  
invasive species spread-

ing in the region like the 
emerald ash borer,” Smith 
said. “Temperatures are 
warming everywhere, but 
here, the Midwest winters 
are warming up the fastest. 
There are a lot of times 
that we get rain in the win-
tertime; we didn’t used to 
have that back in the day. 
These changes that we’re 
seeing is going to impact 

the emerald ash borer, 
and it’s making it easier to 
come into our region.”

Gauthier noted that the 
fi rst comic went through 
lots of drafting sessions, 
but the team enjoyed 
having the sapsucker and 
woodpecker talk so much 
about the environment 
that the pair are already 
being worked into the sec-

ond comic, which should 
come out around the end 
of March or the beginning 
of April.

“We realized that we 
liked the wisdom of sap-
sucker and woodpecker, so 
they will likely be mak-
ing appearances in all the 
comics,” Gauthier said.

Storytelling is impor-
tant to the Menominee 

people, Gauthier said, and 
using modern techniques 
like comics can help that 
cultural knowledge to be 
spread and preserved. 
Topics for upcoming 
comics include snowshoe 
hares, sugar maple, lake 
sturgeon, moose and wild 
rice.

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com
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Falling in love with logs leads to commitment
If it’s March, Holt and 

Balcom Logging Camp 
Museum in Lakewood 
is preparing for another 
year. As director, I’ll be 
meeting with curator Bob 
Brown and camp man-
ager Dave Zuleger to plan 
our 2025 season, which 
includes fi eld trips where 
hundreds of area fourth 
graders come for a hands-
on experience in Wiscon-
sin logging history. Many 
return with their families 
for our Summer Saturday 
tours which are open to 
the public.

Holt and Balcom is a 
historic treasure. Un-
fortunately, it seems to 
also be one of the area’s 
best kept secrets. While 
people from almost every 
state and several foreign 
countries have visited, 
lots of folks who’ve lived 
in the area their entire 
lives have never been 
inside. Too bad. They’re 
missing something really 
special.

Truth be told, when 
Jon and I moved to 

Townsend, we were 
among the uninformed. 
Then our neighbor, Lee 
Stehula, was elected 
chairman of the McCaslin 
Lions Club Logging Camp 
Committee. At the time, 
the Lions owned and 
operated the camp. When 
Lee asked Jon to help 
with the school tours, he 
agreed but was concerned 
that he had limited expe-
rience in logging camp 
history and even less in 
working with kids.

I was glad that I 
encouraged Jon to go, be-
cause when he got home, 
he said it was way more 
fun than he expected. He 
kept volunteering and 
became a popular guide 
with a wealth of acquired 
knowledge. One day when 
they were short on staff , 

he suggested I tag along. I 
was immediately smitten 
and fell head over heels in 
love with the camp. That 
surprised me; I’m from 
Dairy Cow Country, not 
White Pine Land.

That turned out to be 
the fi rst day of a rest-
of-my-life adventure. 
I started checking out 
books on the history of 
logging, which led to 
imagining what life was 
like in northern Oconto 
County back then. I did 
extensive in-depth re-
search, personal inter-
views and spent a decade 
documenting the history 
of Townsend.

I began having recur-
rent dreams in which I 
starred as a lumberjack’s 
sassy saloon lady. A to-
tally unexpected outcome 
of that was writing and 
producing role-plays in 
which I impersonated 
Lucy Holt, plus fi ve Red 
Light Saloon Musical 
Comedies where those 
saloon girl dreams came 
to life on stage.

I clearly remember the 
evening Jon ran into the 
then-logging camp man-
ager, Norb Langer, at Sun-
set Resort. He said Norb 
wanted me to call him. 
When I did, Norb asked if 
I could send an article to 
local newspapers explain-
ing that the camp’s very 
existence was in danger. 
The Lions had lost inter-
est and sold it back to the 
Oconto County Histori-
cal Society for $1. He was 
horrifi ed that there was 
talk it would be dis-
mantled, transported and 
reassembled in Laona.

Amazing what one 
simple little, “Sure, I can 
do that,” can lead to, isn’t 
it? Yet here I am, begin-
ning my third decade as 
Holt and Balcom Logging 
Camp director.

Now if you’ve spent 
any time in the North-
woods, you know there 
are still a few logging 
camps around, though 
the vast majority were 
demolished, burned down 
or rotted away. If you’ve 

never visited Camp Five 
in Laona, the Logging 
Museum in Wabeno or 
the Homesteader’s Cabin 
in Mountain, put them on 
your to-do list and just go 
already. But please start 
at Holt and Balcom.

Why? People seem 
to put special value on 
whatever ends in est — 
youngest, smartest, fi nest, 
highest, strongest, pretti-
est  — you get the picture. 
The overarching impor-
tance of Holt and Balcom 
is that it is the oldest 
logging camp in America 
sitting on the exact spot 
where it was built in 1881. 
As is fi tting, it is an un-
surpassed representation 
of lumberjack life in a late 
19th to early 20th century 
logging camp.

In 2005, I stepped up 
to lead an eff ort to raise 
money to save the camp, 
which was basically 
disintegrating. Then the 
recession hit, and fun-
draising got incredibly 
tough. There were times 
I wanted to give up. Jon 

would say, “I wonder 
what camp will now claim 
to be the oldest?” My 
response was to get back 
to work.

If I’d known then what 
I know now, there’s a 
good chance I would not 
have raised my hand to 
help. Once I commit, I’m 
all in. Jon says I’m too 
stubborn to quit. He’s 
right again, and I’m sick 
of it. All kidding aside, 
it’s my exasperatingly 
competitive streak that 
does me in, overruling all 
latent defeatist tenden-
cies. Sure, I volunteered 
in blissful ignorance, 
thinking it wouldn’t take 
much time. Wrong. It’s 
been decades, and I’m 
still deeply committed. As 
long as the museum’s still 
there, and I’m still here, 
I’ll keep working to get 
the job done.

Kathleen Marsh is a lifelong educator, 
writer, and community advocate. She 

has published eight books, four on the 
history of Townsend, where she and 

husband Jon are happily retired on the 
beautiful Townsend Flowage.

a man serving prison time, 
is quoted as saying about 
her new beau, “There was 
something in those eyes 
that I will never forget. 
They were piecing and 
electric; yet there was an 
amused carefree twinkle 
in them, too.”

The couple were en-
amored with each other, 
traveling the country and 
spending stolen dollars 
despite lawmen’s fruitless 
pursuits. Incredibly, “a 
hick town police force” in 
Tucson, Arizona, man-
aged to arrest Frechette 
alongside of her murder-
ous paramour in January 
1934. She gave a false 

name and was released to 
travel back to Chicago.

Dillinger was extradit-
ed to Indiana to face mur-
der charges, but on March 
3, he escaped using what 
he claimed was “a wood-
en pistol that he used to 
bluff  his jailers.” While 
Oller recounts details of 
unproven theories about 
bribes and accomplices, 
what’s known for sure is 
“a woman visitor … might 
have fed Dillinger details 
about the breakout plan, 
since they communicated 
in code.”

Led to believe that the 
woman’s name was “Ann 
Martin,” the FBI later 

“ascertained that her real 
name was something like 
‘Fancette’ or ‘Fraschetti’ 
and, fi nally, Frechette.” 
Oller notes Frechette 
“practically leaped into 
his arms” when she and 
the escaped Dillinger 
were reunited.

Later that month, 
Dillinger was wounded 
in a shootout with law 
enforcement in St. Paul, 
and it was Frechette who 
transported him to a 
moonlighting doctor in 
Minneapolis.

On April 9, the life of 
lawlessness ended for 
Frechette. She was ar-
rested in Chicago while 

serving in “the moll’s cus-
tomary role of advance 
woman.” Dillinger es-
caped “reportedly weep-
ing, knowing the loyal 
lover he was planning to 
marry” was apprehended 
by the FBI.

In June, Frechette 
was convicted in St. Paul 
for harboring Dillinger. 
The following month, 
Dillinger was killed by 
federal law enforcement 
in Chicago.

After leaving prison, 
Frechette shared the story 
of her rendezvous with 
criminals to reporters. 
Later, she toured with 
members of Dillinger’s 

family in a theatri-
cal show titled “Crime 
Doesn’t Pay,” dutifully 
upholding her promise 
to “act like a lady” while 
perpetuating the allure 
surrounding Dillinger’s 
life.

From a humble birth 
in Neopit, to attending a 
mission school in South 
Dakota, to participating in 
some of the most fl um-
moxing days in FBI his-
tory, Frechette lived quite 
the life before retiring to 
Shawano. She remarried 
twice before eventually 
succumbing to cancer 
in 1969. Interred in the 
Woodland Cemetery un-

der a headstone reading 
“Evelyn Tic,” Frechette 
will forever be linked to 
the notorious outlaw who 
had a “carefree twinkle” 
in his eyes.

Newspapers of yes-
teryear carry some of 
the details of Dillinger’s 
illicit crimes, but texts 
like Oller’s prove that 
the man’s infamy cannot 
be understood without 
recognizing the role Billie 
Frechette played in main-
taining it.

Ryan Winn, Ph.D., teaches communica-
tions, English, history and theater at 

the College of Menominee Nation. Visit 
www.menominee.edu for more informa-

tion about the school.
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Kathleen Kathleen 
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GARDENING WITH MELINDA MYERS

Garden longer with less muscle strain, fatigue
That fi rst full day in 

the garden may fi nd you 
tired, sunburned and stiff . 
Whether you are a young 
or young-at-heart gardener, 
include some strategies to 
help extend your enjoyment 
and reduce fatigue and 
muscle strain so you can 
keep gardening longer each 
day and for years to come.

No matter your age, it’s 
important to protect your 
joints when gardening. Use 
a kneeler pad or knee pads 
to protect your knees. Knee 
pads secured to your legs al-
low you to conveniently and 
comfortably protect your 
knees as you move from one 
garden bed to another.

If you need help kneel-
ing, consider a garden 
kneeler with handles. The 
handles provide needed 
support when kneeling and 
standing up. The ones that 
can be fl ipped over and 
used as a garden bench pro-
vide double the benefi t. The 
seating position reduces 
bending and helps minimize 
the need to kneel.

Elevating your garden 
can also help. It is a great 
way to save space and 
eliminate the need to bend 
when planting, weeding 
and harvesting. Elevated 

gardens and raised beds 
also off er a place to garden 
where planting space is lim-
ited or nonexistent. You’ll 
enjoy planting and harvest-
ing with minimal weeding 
needed. Just be sure to 
monitor soil moisture and 
water as needed. Use self-
watering containers, add 
irrigation or employ water-
extending products to help 
lengthen the time between 
watering.

Further expand plant-
ing options by dressing up 
walls, fences and more with 
vertical gardens. Monitor 
soil moisture in wall-mount-
ed gardens regularly as 
many have limited soil that 
dries out quickly.

Clean and sharpen your 
tools, including pruning 
equipment, digging and 
weeding tools. This allows 
you to make cuts more eas-
ily and dig into the soil and 
weed with less eff ort.

Consider investing in 

ergonomic tools designed 
for comfort to help prolong 
your time in the garden. 
Select lightweight tools 
with non-slip comfortable 
grip handles aligned to 
keep your wrist extension 
straight, which helps reduce 
muscle strain.

Use pruners with 
ratcheting, compound or 

Dual Link action for more 
cutting power with less ef-
fort. You’ll be able to spend 
more time pruning with less 
muscle strain and fatigue. 
Consider investing in shov-
els with an anti-skid plate 
above the blade, providing 
more foot support for more 
digging power. Retrofi t an 
existing shovel with a com-

mercially available anti-skid 
foot plate.

Don’t overlook the im-
portance of protecting your 
hands as well when gar-
dening. Quality gardening 
gloves provide support and 
protection when digging, 
planting, pruning and more.

Start with some pre-
season training. Every 

gardener knows garden-
ing is a workout and often 
involves diff erent motions 
and muscles than other 
exercises. Always warm up 
your muscles and do a bit of 
stretching before getting out 
in the garden.

Enlist the help of 
wheeled carts and wagons 
to move plants, mulch, soil 
and other heavy loads. Don’t 
be afraid to break heavy 
loads into smaller batches 
or ask for help. You’ll spare 
your muscles and probably 
save time in the long run.

Wear a pair of safety 
glasses to protect your 
eyes, and don’t forget the 
sunscreen. Take frequent 
breaks and drink plenty of 
water.

Preseason planning and 
preparation can help reduce 
muscle strain as the garden 
season begins. You’ll boost 
your enjoyment and be able 
to garden longer.

Melinda Myers has written over 20 
gardening books, including “Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook,” “Revised Edi-

tion” and “Small Space Gardening.” She 
hosts The Great Courses “How to Grow 
Anything” instant video and DVD series 
and the nationally syndicated Melinda’s 
Garden Moment radio program. Myers 
is a columnist and contributing editor 

for Birds and Blooms magazine. Myers’ 
website is www.melindamyers.com.

Kneeler pads provide comfort and protection for knees. MELINDAMYERS.COM

Melinda 
Myers

Columnist

Melinda Melinda 

WHAT’S HAPPENING
FRIDAY, MARCH 14

KESHENA: Winter Farmers Market, 
9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., College of 
Menominee Nation Cultural Learning 
Center, N172 State Highway 47-55. 
Free corn meal and beans bags. Local 
vendors, artisan native crafts, bak-
ing, food, honey, woodcraft, maple 
syrup, cans, crochet, tea, more.

KESHENA: Lenten Fish Dinner, 
4:30-7 p.m., St. Michael Catholic 
Church, N816 State Highway 47-55. 
$13, kids meal $6, dine in or carry 
out.

SURING: Recovery Talking Circle, 
6-8 p.m. South Branch Community 
Center, W1281 County Road M. 

ABRAMS: “Godspell,” 7 p.m., 
Nancy Byng Community Theater, 
5852 Maple St., presented by 
Abrams Spotlight Productions Inc. 
Adults $19, senior citizens, youths 
and veterans $17. abramstheater.com

SATURDAY, MARCH 15
SHAWANO: St. Patrick’s Day Pa-

rade and Festivities at the Moose-
yard. Parade lineup 10 a.m. Shawano 

Lake Golf Course at 10 a.m. Parade 
11 a.m. ending at South North Bay 
Circle. Award ceremony 3 p.m. at 
Brothers Pub, N5867 County Road 
HHH. Party bus runs 1-10 p.m., brings 
patrons to the Mooseyard bars. 
“Hurry Up Wait Band” 1-5 p.m. at 
Shawano Lake Golf Course, W5714 
Lake Drive.

OCONTO FALLS: Spaghetti Din-
ner, 4:30-7:30 p.m., Fire Station, 431 
Union Ave. Hosted by Friends of the 
Oconto Falls Fire Department. $10, 
seniors (60-plus) $8, children (5-12) 
$5, 4 and under free. Bucket raffles.

GILLETT: “Frank’s Tribute to Las 
Vegas” fundraiser, 4:30 p.m. din-
ner, 7 p.m. show, Gillett Secondary 
School, 208 W. Main St. Fundraiser 
for Gillett FFA trip to Ireland. Tickets 
$50 or two for $90. Only 300 tickets 
available, advance sales only at 920-
373-3799.

ABRAMS: “Godspell,” 7 p.m., Nan-
cy Byng Community Theater, 5852 
Maple St., presented by Abrams 
Spotlight Productions Inc. Adults 
$19, senior citizens, youths and vet-
erans $17. abramstheater.com.

BOWLER: Scotty McCreery in Con-
cert, 8 p.m., North Star Casino and 
Resort, W12180 County Road A. $75. 
northstarcasinoresort.com.

SUNDAY, MARCH 16
ABRAMS: “Godspell,” 1 p.m., Nan-

cy Byng Community Theater, 5852 
Maple St., presented by Abrams 
Spotlight Productions Inc. Adults 
$19, senior citizens, youths and vet-
erans $17. abramstheater.com.

MONDAY, MARCH 17
SHAWANO: Recovery talking circle, 

6-8 p.m., First Presbyterian Church, 
Room 4, 100 W. Presbyterian St. 
Information: Dallas Gast, 715-701-
5388 or dallasgast8@gmail.com. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 18
KESHENA: Recovery talking 

circle, 6-8 p.m. Omaeqnomenewak 
Wetohkatikamek Center, 2700 
Mianaceqtawak Road. Information: 
Mindy Thunder at 715-799-3835 or 
mthunder@mitw.org. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19
KESHENA: Recovery talking 

circle, 6-8 p.m. Omaeqnomenewak 
Wetohkatikamek Center, 2700 
Mianaceqtawak Road. Information: 
Mindy Thunder at 715-799-3835 or 
mthunder@mitw.org. 

POUND: North Country Kickers 
line dance lessons, 6:30-9 p.m., 
Equity Hall, W7403 State Highway 
64. $5 admission. Playing a variety of 
music. Everyone welcome. For infor-
mation, call Nancy 920-829-6316 or 
Charles 920-606-4370. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 20
SHAWANO: God’s Little Wonders: 

Parent/Tot Hour, 10:30-11:30 a.m., 
Zion Lutheran Church, 1254 S. Union 
St. Hands-on activities and crafts, 
songs and stories, faith nurturing.

OCONTO: Jacob’s Well — Oconto 
All Community small group Bible 
study, 2:30 p.m. The Shop On Main 
(rear conference annex), 821 Main 
St. Information at jacobswellgb.org.

ABRAMS: “Godspell,” 7 p.m., 
Nancy Byng Community Theater, 

5852 Maple St., presented by 
Abrams Spotlight Productions Inc. 
Adults $19, senior citizens, youths 
and veterans $17. abramstheater.com

BOWLER: Native American Talking 
Circle, 7-9 p.m., Mohican Family 
Center, N8605 Oak St. Information: 
Yvonne Burr, 715-326-0891. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 21
SURING: Recovery Talking Circle, 

6-8 p.m. South Branch Community 
Center, W1281 County Road M. 

ABRAMS: “Godspell,” 7 p.m., 
Nancy Byng Community Theater, 
5852 Maple St., presented by 
Abrams Spotlight Productions Inc. 
Adults $19, senior citizens, youths 
and veterans $17. abramstheater.com

SATURDAY, MARCH 22
MOUNTAIN: Maple Syrup Days 

and Wisconsin’s First Tap, 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m., Bear Paw Scout Camp, 14000 
Bear Paw Camp Lane. Learn how 
maple syrup is made and take part in 
more than a dozen activities geared 
toward children 5-11 years old.
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ThedaCare encourages protection against measles
Area 

counties have 
vaccination 

rate between 
70-80%

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
recently issued a health ad-
visory in response to rising 
measles cases in the U.S.

As of Feb. 27, a to-
tal of 164 measles cases 
were reported by nine 
jurisdictions.

The U.S. recently 
recorded its first measles 
death in a decade. The 
pediatric death occurred 
in Texas and marks the 
state’s largest measles 
outbreak in 30 years.

Measles is one of the 
most contagious airborne 
diseases, despite the exis-
tence of a highly effective 
vaccine. The infection 
was declared eliminated 
in the United States in 
2000, meaning for a year 
there was no continuous 
transmission of the dis-
ease. Measles infection 
rates have since climbed 
as, among other factors, 
vaccination rates among 

children have dropped 
below the CDC’s 95% 
target, a threshold for herd 
immunity.

Health care experts 
in northeast and central 
Wisconsin are watching 
for signs of the infection 
in patients. Nathan Nobbe, 
ThedaCare’s director of 
infection prevention-north 
region, is concerned about 
the outbreak, as well as de-
clining measles immuniza-
tion rates among children.

“As an organization 
dedicated to improv-
ing community health, 
ThedaCare continues to 
encourage vaccination 
against measles and other 

similarly communicable 
diseases,” he said. “Im-
munization is the simplest 
course of action we can 
take to prevent or at least 
significantly slow the 
spread of infections like 
measles.”

Measles is an extremely 
infectious and potentially 
severe rash illness. The 
virus lives in the nose and 
throat mucus of an infect-
ed person. It can spread to 
others through coughing 
and sneezing. The virus 
can live for up to two 
hours in the air. According 
to the CDC, measles is so 
contagious that if one per-
son has it, up to 90% of the 
people close to that person 
will also become infected 
if not already immune.

Measles can cause seri-
ous health issues, espe-
cially in children younger 
than 5.

“An estimated, one in 
five children diagnosed 
with measles will end up 
hospitalized,” Nobbe said. 
“In the most severe cases, 
a measles infection can 
lead to pneumonia, brain 
swelling, blindness and 
death. This is a virulent 
infection to be taken 
seriously.”

Symptoms usually 
begin seven to 14 days 
after becoming infected. 
Most common symptoms 
include a high fever that 
may spike to more than 

104 degrees; cough; runny 
nose; red rash that breaks 
out, head to toe; small 
raised white spots on top 
of the red rash; red, watery 
eyes (conjunctivitis); and 
white spots that may ap-
pear inside the mouth

“Measles is caused 
by a virus, so there’s no 
antibiotic or specific medi-
cal treatment for it. The 
virus simply has to run its 
course,” Nobbe said. “An 
infected child should stay 
hydrated, get lots of rest 
and stay home. It’s also 
strongly advised that a 
child or an adult with mea-
sles should avoid groups or 
gatherings to help curb the 
spread.”

Protection from measles 
infection begins with im-
munization, health orga-
nizations nationwide have 
said.

For most children, 
measles protection is part 
of the measles-mumps-
rubella vaccine or measles-
mumps-rubella-varicella 
vaccine given when they’re 
12-15 months old and again 
when they’re 4-6 years 
old. The first vaccine 
can be given to babies as 
young as six months old 
if they will be traveling 
internationally.

“About 95% of people 
achieve immunity with 
their first vaccine, and the 
rest develop immunity 
the second time they’re 

vaccinated,” Nobbe said. 
“Immunity usually lasts a 
lifetime.”

Nobbe echoed the 
CDC’s stance that declin-
ing measles vaccination 
rates among children are 
allowing the disease a new 
foothold.

The CDC targets a 95% 
MMR vaccination rate 
among kindergarten chil-
dren, an amount the nation 
reached during the 2019-20 
school year. The follow-
ing year the rate slipped to 
94%. During the 2022-23 
school year, it was 93%.

In some Wisconsin 
counties, the numbers are 
even lower, according to 
the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Health Services. 
In Oconto County, the vac-
cination rate is 79%, while 
Menominee County sits at 
75% and Shawano County 
71%.

“The current measles 
outbreak is another re-
minder for area parents 
and families to make sure 
they and their children 
are up to date on recom-
mended immunizations,” 
Nobbe said. “We cannot 
stress this enough – vacci-
nation is the most effective 
preventative strategy in 
avoiding the measles. As 
always, connect with your 
health care provider if you 
have questions or concerns 
about measles or other 
infectious illnesses.”
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Ice Bears win state title with 8-0 shutout

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

March 8
Bay Area 8
Central Wisconsin Storm 0
The Bay Area Ice Bears got re-

venge on the Central Wisconsin 
Storm, shutting them out 8-0 for 
the state championship after the 
Storm topped them 4-3 in 2024.

Pulaski’s Faye Brunke scored 
four goals, including both in the 
first period. First, she scored 
at 3:48 with assists from Mya 
Sheppard and Julianne Bradford. 
Then, she scored at 11:39 with 
help from Tiana Stindt and Emily 
Bill.

In the second period, Bill 
scored at 2:37 with Bradford and 
Brunke assisting. Bradford found 
the back of the net at 10:25 with 
Brunke and Bill assisting.

Central Wisconsin Storm had 
no answer for the Ice Bears.

Midway through the third 
period, at 8:36, Brunke registered 
a hat trick. Lily Lyons scored at 
9:38 with help from Hannah Von 
Haden as Bay Area went up 6-0. 
Rachael Beeck scored at 13:01 
with an Addison Gady assist. 
Finally, Brunke scored her fourth 
goal at 14:33, again with assists 
from Bill and Bradford.

Bay Area collected 31 shots 

on goal. Central Wisconsin only 
managed 16, with Reese Spiering 
getting all 16 saves.

The Ice Bears were personal-
ized three times for six minutes. 
The Storm had one penalty for 
two minutes.

It was the third state appear-
ance in a row for the Ice Bears 
and fifth overall, albeit with a 
different host school.

In addition to the Bay Area 
Ice Bears’ state titles in 2014 and 
2023, they finished as runner-up 
in 2017.

Another configuration of 
the co-op, without Pulaski, also 
placed runner-up in 2010.

March 6
Bay Area 4
Cap City Cougars 0
The Bay Area Ice Bears return 

to the girls hockey state champi-
onship game with a 4-0 shutout 
of the Cap City Cougars. And, 
they will face off against Central 
Wisconsin Storm, the team that 
beat them last year for the state 
title.

The Ice Bears first got on the 
board at 5:22 in the first period 
with a goal from Aisling Buchan 
with assists from Lily Lyons and 
Elizabeth Zunker. Ava McDonald 
scored at 9:25 to put Bay Area up 
2-0.

A scoring drought lasted 
throughout the second period 
and ended with Lyons scoring at 
7:58 in the third period; Buchan 
assisted. The final goal came at 
11:31 by Faye Brunke with assists 
from Julianne Bradford and Em-
ily Bill.

Bay Area had 37 shots on goal 
compared to only nine for Cap 
City. Reese Spiering had all nine 
saves.

Each team was penalized three 
times for six minutes.

Central Wisconsin Storm 
advanced to the championship 
game with a 4-3 overtime win 
over Eau Claire Area.

Shawano youth hockey teams compete at state tournament
By KEVIN PASSON

Editor-in-Chief

Shawano’s PeeWee A 
and B teams competed at 
the state tournament this 
past weekend, with one 
team placing sixth and the 
other eighth.

The PeeWee A team 
lost its first game 8-0, then 
won 6-1 before losing its 
third game 12-6 to finish in 
sixth place.

The PeeWee B team 
placed eighth after losing 
14-0, losing 5-4 in double 
overtime and falling in the 
third game 10-5.

On the first weekend in 
March, one of the Squirt 
teams made it to that divi-
sion’s state tournament.

The team went into the 
tournament ranked eighth 
out of eight teams. They 
were competitive in every 
game despite losing 3-0, 
3-1, 2-1.

The Shawano Hockey 
League (Youth League) is 
comprised of players ages 
4-14. Divisions are Mites 
(Ages 4-8), Squirts (Ages 
9-10), PeeWees (Ages 
11-12) and Bantams (Ages 
13-14). After that, players 
continue to play for the 
Shawano/Bonduel Hawks 
high school team until 
they graduate.

“Between our youth 
program and high school 
players, our program 
serves 130 players ap-
proximately,” said Adam 

Gafner, head coach and 
league president.

This season, the league 
featured five Mite teams, 
two Squirt teams, two Pee-
Wee teams and the high 
school squad.

Of the four teams 
eligible to make the state 
tournament this season 
(the Squirt and PeeWee 
teams), three made it for 
the second time in the 
program’s history, which 
began Jan. 7, 1997.

To win the title would 
put the team in rare 
company.

“I believe there may 
have been a state cham-
pion a long time ago; it’s 
been over 20 years for 
sure,” Gafner said. “ But 
it’s only happened once.”

Gafner said the mes-
sage to the players was 
simple.

“We’ve already had a 
good season, one when we 
look back at it to be proud 
of,” he said. “But do you 
want to be good or great?”

All teams received a 
police and fire escort out 
of the city on their way to 
the state tournaments.

“My final message for 
the kids last night was to 
be ‘all in’ this week with 
everything they have. Tru-
ly committed. This league 
has been supported by this 
community for almost 30 
years,” Gafner said.

kpasson@newmedia-wi-com

Coach Adam Gafner ties the laces of youth hockey player London Anker prior to a practice session at the Crawford Center.	        KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

Carter Huntington prepares to attempt a goal during practice at the Craw-
ford Center.			         KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

Owen Schroeder moves the puck up the ice during practice at the Crawford 
Center.				          KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

Loki Behreandt relaxes for a moment during a practice session. The Shawano 
PeeWee A and B teams competed at the state tournament March 7-9.

KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA
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BY NEW MEDIA STAFF

March 8
Rice Lake 54, Sha-

wano 46
The Hawks played an 

even first half, but Rice 
Lake pulled away after the 
break to win the Division 2 
sectional title game 54-46.

The teams were tied 
at 29-29 at the break, with 
Rice Lake pulling ahead 
with a 25-17 second half 
score.

Shawano, which ended 
the season with a 10-2 
second-place finish in the 
Bay Conference, was 21-6 
overall.

Leah Nordin led the 
Hawks with 25.2 points 
per game, followed by Ella 
Stuber with 9.2 and Anna 
Dreier with 5.3.

Nordin also averaged 
9.7 rebounds per game, and 
Dreier had 4.6.

Trinity Popelka led the 
team with 2.7 assists per 
game. Marissa Tomashek 
averaged 1.9.

Xavier 63, Witten-
berg-Birnamwood 45

The Chargers’ only loss 
of the 2024-25 season came 
in the Division 3 sectional 
title game, a 63-45 loss to 
Xavier.

Witt-Birn won the 
Central Wisconsin East 
Conference crown with a 
perfect 14-0 record. The 
team was 27-1 overall.

Leading the team in 
scoring was Melaina 
Granquist with 20.0 points 
per game. Rory Salvesen 
averaged 17.8, and Harper 
Rogowski had 10.5.

Granquist also led with 
10.0 rebounds per game, 
and Faith Resch was next 
at 3.8.

Salvesen averaged 
4.8 assists per game, and 
Rogowski averaged 3.3.

March 6
Shawano 49, Mari-

nette 39
Shawano moved one 

game closer to the state 
tournament with a 49-39 
win over Marinette in the 
Division 2 semifinal game.

After a rugged and 

low-scoring first half, the 
Marines took a 16-13 lead 
into halftime.

After the break, the 
Hawks relaxed and hit 
some shots to take the lead 
and never look back.

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood 55, Freedom 39

The Chargers kept their 
perfect record intact with a 
55-39 win over Freedom in 
the Division 3 semifinals.

Rory Salvesen led 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood 
with 18 points, followed by 
Faith Resch and Melaina 
Granquist with 13 each. 
Salvesen connected on a 
trio of 3-pointers.

“We played a heck of a 
game start to finish tonight. 
So proud of this group,” 
coach Nick Mechelke said. 
“We shot 50% from the 
floor tonight, and that’s 
awesome. Freedom plays 
great defense; we just shot 
really well from the floor. 
Defensively, we played 
very hard and smart. We 
didn’t let Freedom get a lot 
of easy buckets tonight.”

Granquist pulled down 
12 rebounds. Harper 
Rogowski and Resch each 
notched one assist. Resch 
recorded three steals.

St. Mary Catholic 57, 
Bonduel 35

St. Mary Catholic 
jumped all over Bonduel 
in the first half as they 
cruised to a 57-35 win in 
the WIAA Division 4 Sec-
tional 2 semifinal game.

St. Mary Catholic held 
a 35-14 lead at halftime and 
edged the Bears 22-21 after 
the break.

Bonduel was 12-2 and in 
second place in the Central 
Wisconsin Each Confer-
ence and was 21-6 overall.

Audrey Weier led the 
Bears with an average 
of 10.7 points per game, 
followed by Julianna 
Jacobs with 8.6 and Tatum 
Sporisky with 6.0.

Jacobs and Weier each 
averaged 5.8 rebounds per 
game. Weier dished out 
4.0 assists per game, while 
Sporisky averaged 3.4 per 
game.

Girls seasons 
end for Hawks, 

Chargers

Pulaski, Bonduel boys win 
regional championships

BY NEW MEDIA STAFF

March 8
Bonduel 70, Oconto 

49
Bonduel reigns as 

regional champions after 
defeating Oconto 70-49.

Quinn Wesenberg led 
the Bears with 20 points. 
He was joined by Carter 
Moesch and Cade Johnson 
with 15 points each, and 
Ryan Westrich with 14.

The sectional semifinal 
game was set for March 13 
against Southern Door at 
Green Bay Southwest.

Pulaski 92, Ash-
waubenon 68

The Red Raiders found 
their groove in the second 
half, cruising past Ash-
waubenon 92-68 for the 
regional title.

Leading 28-25 at half-
time, Pulaski dominated 
the second half 64-43.

They are scheduled 
to play in the sectional 
semifinals March 13 against 
Notre Dame at Ashwaube-
non High School.

Pacelli 69, Tigerton 
36

A dominating second 
half by Pacelli earned them 
a 69-36 win over Tigerton 
for the regional title.

Pacelli led Tigerton 26-
20 at halftime but poured it 
on in the second half with 
a 43-16 performance.

The Tigers, who were 
10-0 and in first place in 
the Central Wisconsin 
North Conference, finished 
24-2 overall.

James Brady led the 
team with 20.4 points per 
game, followed by Sam 
Anheuser with 9.4 and 
Joey Zimdars with 9.0.

Brady led with 11.0 
rebounds per game, and 
Gavin Kielblock had 4.0.

Anheuser averaged 6.2 
assists per game, while 
Brody Miller averaged 3.0.

March 7
Bonduel 87, Shiocton 

50
Bonduel easily ad-

vanced to the regional 
finals with an 87-50 thump-
ing of Shiocton.

The Bears outscored 
their opponents by 19 

points in the first half and 
another 18 in the second 
half.

Bonduel was led by 
Quinn Wesenberg with 23 
points. He was joined by 
Ryan Westrich with 22, 
Race Anvelink with 13 and 
Carter Moesch with 11.

Westrich had a double-
double as he pulled down 
15 rebounds. Cade Johnson 
had nine assists, and Anve-
link grabbed four steals.

Tigerton 58, North-
land Lutheran 42

James Brady dropped in 
36 points as Tigerton ran 
over Northland Lutheran 
58-42 to advance to the 
regional finals.

Joey Zimdars also 
scored 12 points for the 
Tigers.

Brady pulled down 19 
rebounds, Caleb Dahl-
strom led with six assists, 
and Zimdars and Sam 
Anheuser each had three 
steals.

Lourdes Academy 56, 
Suring 39

Lourdes Academy, 
seeded No. 15, played No. 
7 Suring after a big upset 
win over No. 2 Niagara. 
In the second round, they 
continued with another 
upset, beating the Eagles 
56-39.

Suring was led by Mi-
chael Bailey with 17 points 
and Taylor Booth Stoffre-
gen with 10.

Bailey had a double-
double with 11 rebounds. 
Kroix Kempka led with 
two assists, and Kempka 
and Booth Stoffregen each 
recorded two steals.

Suring finished 4-12 in 
the Marinette & Oconto 
Conference and 8-17 
overall.

They were led by Bailey 
with 17.8 points per game, 
followed by Booth Stof-
fregen with 13.2 and Parker 
Haak with 7.1.

Bailey also led with 12.0 
rebounds per game; Haak 
averaged 7.5.

Kempka and Booth Stof-
fregen each averaged 1.9 

assists per game.
Northland Pines 66, 

Oconto Falls 60
Oconto Falls held a 

10-point lead at halftime 
but couldn’t keep the 
momentum as Northland 
Pines fought back to earn 
a 66-60 win in regional 
action.

The Panthers were led 
by Jameson Beaman with 
19 points, JJ Pytleski with 
17 and Brady Bursa with 14. 
Evan Yuma pulled down 
10 rebounds, and Chase 
Carriveau led with five 
assists and three steals. 
Oconto Falls, 10-8 in the 
North Eastern Conference, 
finished 15-11 overall.

During the season, they 
were led by Beaman with 
an 18.8 points-per-game av-
erage, followed by Pytleski 
with 14.5 and Bursa with 
8.6.

Beaman also led with 
5.7 rebounds per game, and 
Yuma averaged 5.5.

Yuma recorded an aver-
age of 2.4 assists per game, 
and Pytleski had 2.3.

Seymour 68, Menomi-
nee Nation 52

A strong second half 
lifted the Thunder past the 
Eagles 68-52 in regional 
action.

Menominee Nation, 5-9 
in the Central Wisconsin 
East Conference, was 14-12 
overall.

They were led by 
Kenew Awonohopay with 
14.5 points per game, 9.3 
rebounds per game and 2.6 
assists per game.

Mike Chapman aver-
aged 13.4 points per game, 
and Barron Waupoose had 
10.4.

Anikohsaeh Corn 
averaged 4.4 rebounds per 
game, and Ryan Corn aver-
aged 2.1 assists.

Wrightstown 59, Wit-
tenberg-Birnamwood 51

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood’s postseason run 
ended in the second round 
of regional action with a 
59-51 loss to Wrightstown.

The Chargers were 
led by Zandyr Barke’s 

History was made in Sparta as Logan Sipple became Shawano High School’s 
all-time leading scorer in boys basketball. He finished his high school career 
with 1,351 points, surpassing the previous record of 1,329 points set by John 
Cantwell (1955-58).				               CONTRIBUTED

BOYS BASKETBALL, 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 17



21 points. Jett Rogowski 
scored 13, and Oliver 
Fraaza added 12.

At 11-3 in the Central 
Wisconsin East Confer-
ence, the Chargers tied for 
second place. They finished 
17-8 overall. Rogowski led 
the team with 24.6 points 
per game, followed by 
Barke with 11.7 and Fraaza 
with 9.0.

Fraaza averaged 6.4 
rebounds per game, and 
Jaden Clark averaged 4.8.

Rogowski had 3.3 assists 
per game, and Clark aver-
aged 2.3.

Pulaski 58, West De 
Pere 52

March 4
Tigerton 65, Wild 

Rose 43
Tigerton advanced to 

the regional finals with a 
65-43 win over Wild Rose.

Suring 76, Florence 54
The No. 7 Suring 

Eagles will host No. 15 
seed Lourdes Academy on 
March 7 after defeating 
Florence 76-54.

Lourdes Academy 
pulled an upset and beat 
No. 2 seed Niagara 53-44.

Oconto Falls 71, Clin-
tonville 37

The Panthers kept the 
Truckers to a single digit in 
the first half as they walked 
away with a 71-37 victory.

Up 30-9 at the break, 
Oconto Falls added 13 
points to its margin of 
victory in the second half. 
They will play March 7 at 
Northland Pines.

The Panthers were 
led by JJ Pytleski with 22 
points and nine rebounds. 
Jameson Beaman scored 
another 21 points, and Bea-
man and Emerich Skarban 
each pulled down five 
boards.

Evan Yuma, Carson 
McDermid, Beaman and 
Pytleski each had three 
assists. Chase Carriveau, 
Beaman and Pytleski each 
grabbed a pair of steals.

Pulaski 79, Green Bay 
East 40

Colin Schultz poured 
in 31 points, and Bryce 
Wotruba added another 20 
as Pulaski defeated Green 
Bay East 79-40 to advance 
in the WIAA regional 
playoffs.

Joseph Mijal also scored 
15 points in the regional 
victory.

Wotruba, Calan Bock 
and Mijal each had four 
rebounds. Michael Molthen 
led with five assists, and 
Wotruba had seven steals.

Menominee Nation 71, 
Tomahawk 30

Menominee Nation 
crushed Tomahawk 71-30 
to advance to the second 
round of regional action.

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood 75, Manawa 55

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood orchestrated a 75-55 
win over Manawa and 
moved on the second 
round of regional basket-
ball action.

The Chargers were led 
by Zandyr Barke with 21 
points. Jett Rogowski and 
Jaden Clark each scored 
another 16.

Hayden Miller led Witt-
Birn with seven rebounds. 
Rogowski had nine assists 

and six steals.
Sparta 72, Shawano 67
Shawano’s season came 

to an end with a 72-67 loss 
to Sparta.

The Hawks were led by 
Logan Sipple, who scored 
32 points and finished with 
the individual career scor-
ing record for boys with 
1,341 points.

Shawano was down by 
16 at halftime and fought 
back to get within six 
points with a minute left. 
Sparta was able to make 
their free throws at the end 
and end the season for the 
Hawks.

Shawano, 7-18 over-
all, was 4-10 in the Bay 
Conference.

Sipple averaged 21.4 
points per game, and Will 
Verkuilen had 12.3 and 
Crew Weisnicht had 7.6.

Sipple also led with an 
average of 5.7 rebounds per 
game; Parker Beyer had 4.1.

Verkuilen led with 
2.54 assists per game, and 
Sipple averaged 2.0.

Hilbert 64, Gillett 52
Gillett’s season ended 

with an overall record of 
13-12 after the Tigers lost 
64-52 to Hilbert in the 
opening round of WIAA 
regional playoff action.

As he has done so often 
this season, Jesse DeBauch 
led the Tigers with 33 
points.

Gillett, which finished 
at 10-6 in the Marinette & 
Oconto Conference, was 
led this season by De-
Bauch, who averaged 34.1 
points per game. He was 
followed by Ryan Pensis 

with 9.1 and Jed Herzog 
with 8.4.

DeBauch averaged 10.9 
rebounds per game, and 
Herzog had 5.7.

In assists, it was De-
Bauch with 4.4 per game 
and Brody Halla with 3.7.

Green Bay NEW Lu-
theran 74, Lena 51

Lena’s season ended 
with a 74-51 loss to Green 
Bay NEW Lutheran.

The Eagles were 4-12 in 
the Marinette & Oconto 
Conference and 9-15 
overall.

Mason Spice led the 
Eagles with the highest 
average of points per game, 
rebounds per game and as-
sists per game.

For points, he was at 
21.4, followed by Mason 
Belongia at 6.1 and Caleb 
Schlosser at 4.9.

Spice had 6.7 rebounds 
per game, and Zander 
Thomson had 6.0.

It was 3.2 assists per 
game for Spice and 3.0 for 
Belongia.

Northland Lutheran 
73, Gresham 58

Gresham, 7-18 overall, 
lost 76-58 to Northland 
Lutheran in the opening 
round of regional action.

With a 2-7 record in the 
Central Wisconsin North 
Conference, the Wild-
cats were led by Wanbli 
Spotted War Bonnett’s 11.2 
points per game average. 
He was also second in as-
sists per game with 2.2.

Thomas Kaquatosh av-
eraged 10.1 points per game 
and led the team with 11.0 
rebounds per game.

Kevin Miller averaged 
8.5 points per game, and 
Kobe Miller averaged 6.1 
rebounds per game. Colby 
Belongia led the team with 
an average of 2.6 assists per 
game.

Rosholt 65, Bowler 52
Bowler finished its sea-

son with an overall mark 
of 6-16 after losing 65-52 to 
Rosholt in regional action.

The Panthers were 3-6 
in the Central Wisconsin 
North Conference.

Derek Schreiber led the 
team with an average of 
18.4 points per game, 10.2 
rebounds per game and 2.1 
assists per game.

Chase Stevens averaged 
13.8 points per game, and 
Jameson Paiser had 7.9.

Brandon Slater averaged 
7.8 rebounds per game, and 
Paiser had 2.0 assists.

Pacelli 75, Marion 26
Marion, seeded No. 15, 

had little chance of topping 
No. 2 seed Pacelli, and that 
proved to be correct in the 
Mustangs’ 75-26 loss that 
ended their season.

Marion finished 0-10 
in the Central Wisconsin 
North Conference and 3-22 
overall.

Brayton Mielke led Mar-
ion with an average of 9.3 
points per game, followed 
by Nolan Wisnefske at 8.5 
and Breckyn DeWhurst at 
5.4.

Mielke led the Mustangs 
with 7.1 rebounds per game, 
and Wisnefske had 6.6.

Wisnefske led with 2.4 
assists per game, followed 
by Elijah Scheef at 1.8.
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BOYS BASKETBALL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16 WIAA board OKs 
football qualifying, 

seeding changes
8-player football tournament 
bracket expands to 32 teams
The Wisconsin Inter-

scholastic Athletic Asso-
ciation (WIAA) board of 
control approved recom-
mendations by the fall 
coaches’ advisory commit-
tees, including a plan that 
replaces the 11-player and 
8-player football playoff 
qualifying and seeding 
system.

The board voted at 
its February meeting to 
support the plan created 
by the Wisconsin Football 
Coaches Association.

Prior to the 2025 season, 
teams will be divided 
equally in seven divisions 
based on enrollment and 
application of the perfor-
mance factor for 11-player 
football programs. Teams 
will qualify and be seeded 
for 11-player and 8-player 
football according to a 
ranking point system.

Programs earn points 
for each win based on the 
division of their opponents 
(Tier 1) of all games. In 
addition, teams will be 
rewarded points for each 
Tier 1 victory of their 
defeated opponents for all 

games played (Tier 2). The 
sum of each tier is divided 
by the total number of 
games played. The total 
points calculated for each 
tier is added to determine 
a team’s total point value 
for ranking within its own 
division.

The four teams with 
the highest total points in 
each division are desig-
nated the top seeds in the 
four groupings. Subse-
quent seeded teams will 
be added to the groupings 
in each division based on 
the nearest expected travel 
to higher-seeded teams. A 
detailed summary of the 
playoff qualification and 
seeding plan is available on 
the NEW Media website at 
www.newmedia-wi.com.

Another football 
coaches’ recommendation 
receiving board approval 
expands the 8-player foot-
ball tournament bracket 
to 32 teams in 2025. The 
8-player season will begin 
the same week as 11-player 
football to accommodate 
for the added round of the 
playoffs.
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Monday thru Friday 9:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.
Online: classifieds@newmedia-wi.com

Ad Deadline: 3pm Thursday Prior

HHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSSHHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSS

ELIMINATE GUTTER
CLEANING FOREVER!

LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking

gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE

LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire

Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military

Discounts. 
Call 1-877-920-3533

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL
Can install a new, custom

bath or shower in as little as
one day. For a limited time,

we're cutting installation
costs in half & offering a
FREE safety upgrade!
Additional terms apply. 

Subject to change and vary
be dealer. Offer ends 3/31/24

1-833-224-4977 (WCAN)

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE:
QUEEN MATTRESSES

FROM $199 40 Styles on
Display! All Sizes Avail.

PlymouthFurnitureWI.com
2133 Eastern Ave Plymouth

WI 920-892-6006 Open Daily
(WCAN)

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES TODAY with a
GENERAC Home Standby

Generator. Act now to receive
a FREE 5-year warranty w/
qualifying purchase. Call 1-

877-626-1009 today to
schedule a free quote. it's not
just a generator. Its a power

move. (WCAN)

REPLACE YOUR ROOF
w/the best looking & longest
lasting material, steel from

Erie Metal Roofs! 3 Styles & 
multiple colors available.

Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer - up to

50% OFF Installation + Add'l
10% off install (for military,

health
workers & 1st responders) 

Call Erie Metal Roofs 
1-877-845-6606 (WCAN)

The bathroom of your
dreams in as 

little as 1 day. Limited Time
Offer - $1000 off or No

Payments & No 
Interest for 18 months for

customers who qualify. BCI
Bath & Shower. Many

options available. Quality 
materials & professional 

installation. Senior &
Military 

Discounts Available. Call
today! 1-877-651-1850

(WCAN)

THINKING ABOUT
INSTALLING A NEW
SHOWER? American

Standard makes it easy.
FREE design 

consultation. Enjoy your
shower again! Call 

1-844-479-1327 today to see
how you can save $1,000 on

installation, or visit
www.newshowerdeal.com/wc

p (WCAN)

MMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEEMMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE
DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO
SELL? .... GET RESULTS!
Affordable advertising that

fits your budget! Reach
OVER 300,000 homes! Place

your ad in MANY weekly
Wisconsin Shoppers &

Buyers' Guide papers for as
low as $36.00 Call today!

Publishers 
Development Service, Inc.
(PDS, Inc.) 1-920-922-4864

www.pdsadnet.com

WCAN (Wisconsin
Community Ad Network)

and/or the member 
publications review ads to

the best of their ability.
Unfortunately, many

unscrupulous people are
ready to take your money!
PLEASE BE CAREFUL

ANSWERING ANY AD THAT
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO

BE TRUE! For more
information, or to file a 

complaint regarding an ad,
please 

contact The Department of
Trade, Agriculture &

Consumer Protection 
1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

PPEETTSSPPEETTSS

CAVALIER KING CHARLES
PUPPIES Vet/wormed/shots

$300 715-223-0782

FOR SALE: ACA POODLE
Male 27 lb DOB 4-25-18

Proven Breeder or great pet
$250 Also Female Shiba Inu
pups Ready 4-24 Reserve

yours now $300 
715-773-1778

MINI BERNEDOODLE
PUPPIES Shots/Vet ckd.

Dews/wormed $375-$750 No
Sun Calls 715-409-3321

(495932) (WCAN)

Moyen Poodle Pups $450
Samoyed Pups $550 Ready
to go 715-409-0533

Older AUSSIE DOODLE
PUPS Shots/Worm/Vet Can
Deliver  $250  715-255-2661

(#269146)

PRETTY POM PUPPY F-
$380;  Yorkie  Pom Puppies

cute cuddly fluffy
socialized Males-$350, 1st

shots 715-229-2964

REG TOY POODLE PUPS
dews/shots/vet-chk'd/wormed

Non -Shed $400-$500
READY to go 715-536-0697
or 715-316-2522 (524892)

(WCAN)

REG YORKSHIRE TERRIER 
PUPPIES Vet

checked/wormed/dews,
Males $1000; Females

$1200 No Sun Calls 715-
409-3321 (495932) (WCAN)

VVeehhiicclleess..

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck,
boat, RV and more to support

our veterans! Schedule a
FAST, FREE vehicle pickup

and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran Car

Donations at 1-844-406-2647
today! (WCAN)

GET YOUR DEDUCTION
AHEAD OF THE YEAR-
END! Donate Your Car,

Truck or SUV to assist the
blind & visually impaired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost

vehicle pickup & secure a
generous year-end tax

credit. Call HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND today at! 
844-374-3067 (WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

CONNECT TO THE BEST
WIRELESS home Internet

with EarthLink. Enjoy speeds
from 5G & 4G LTE networks,

no contracts, easy
installation, & data plans up

to 300 GB. Call 
844-223-7265 (WCAN)

DENTAL INSURANCE.
From Physicians Mutual

Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus 

procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a

discount plan. Don't Wait!
Call now! Get your FREE

Dental
Information Kit with all the

details! 855-807-9516
www.dental50plus.com/wic
ommunity #6258 (WCAN)

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET
Get your favorite live TV,

sports, &
local channels. 99% signal

reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months.

HBO Max & Premium 
Channels included for 3 mos

(w/CHOICE Package or
higher) No 

annual contract, no hidden
fees! Some restrictions apply.

Call IVS 1-833-574-1746
(WCAN)

DIRECTV Sports Pack 3
Months on Us! Watch pro &
College sports LIVE. Plus

over 40 regional & specialty 
networks included. NFL,

College 
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL,

Golf & more. Some
restrictions apply 
Call DIRECTV 

1-888-925-9452 (WCAN)

DON'T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!

Discover the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned about a

fall or wants to regain access
to their entire home. Call

AmeriGlide today! 
1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

Get DISH Satellite TV &
Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus
limited Time Up to $600 in

Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-844-897-8523 (WCAN)

HughesNet Satellite
Internet: 25 mbps starting at
$49.99/mo! Get More Data,
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST
download speeds. Wifi built

in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease 

customers! Limited Time Call
1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

MobileHelp, America's
Premier 

Mobile Medical Alert
System. Whether you're

home or away, for safety and
Peace of Mind. No Long

Term Contracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today! 1-855-

491-0732 (WCAN)

STROKE &
CARDIOVASCULAR

disease are leading causes
of death, according to the

AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION. Screening

can provide peace of mind or
early detection! 

Contact Life Line Screening
to 

schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings

for just $149! Call 
1-888-675-5048 (WCAN)

SWITCH & SAVE UP TO
$250/YEAR on your talk, text

& data. No contract & no
hidden fees. Unlimited talk &
text with flexible data plans.

Premium 
nationwide coverage. 100%

U.S. based customer service.
For more info, call 

1-844-883-1477 (WCAN)

UP TO $15,000 OF
GUARANTEED LIFE

INSURANCE! No medical
exam or health questions.
Cash to help pay funeral &
other final expenses. Call

Physicians Life Insurance
Company 844-433-5898 or

visit www.Life55plus.info/wcp
(WCAN)

VVaaccaattiioonn//
LLaakkee  PPrrooppeerrttyy

WESLEY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC Timeshare

Cancellation Experts Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare
debt & fees cancelled in

2019. Get FREE
informational package &

learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! FREE 

consultations. Over 450
positive 
reviews. 

CALL 844-374-2565
(WCAN)

WWWWAANNTTEEDD  TTOO  BBUUYYAANNTTEEDD  TTOO  BBUUYY

VVeehhiicclleess..

Turn Trash Into
Cash with the
CCLLAASSSSIIFF IIEEDDSS

1330 E Lieg Ave
2 bedrooms

Great location
Parking avail.

Starting at $775 + deposit
Pete 715-218-5731
1350 E  Lieg Ave
Beautiful recently
Fully Remodeled

2 bedrooms
Great loc. Garage avail.

Starting at  $795 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

445 Humphrey Cr. 
Beautiful

Fully Remodeled
1 or 2 Bedroom

Convenient location
Garage Available

Starting at $715 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

MMIISSCCAALLLLAANNEEOOUUSSMMIISSCCAALLLLAANNEEOOUUSS

Mountain Bay Trail
Apartments

1/2/3 Bedrooms
Onsite Management

Heat Included
Single Car Garage
W/D in apartment

Rent begins at $835
715-526-8790

AAPPAAPPAARRAARR TTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXXTTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXX
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Celebrating Casimir Pulaski

PHOTOS BY KEVIN PASSON  
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

There was plenty of food to be served up at the St. Casimir Catholic Church brunch March 9. Menu items included eggs, sausages, kielbasa, chicken booyah, 
potatoes, fruit and a variety of desserts. St. Casimir is known for his piety, generosity and devotion to God. He is the patron saint of Poland and Lithuania.

Gary Palubicki led tours of Pulaski’s Assumption BVM Catholic Church on 
March 8 as part of the Casimir Pulaski Days celebration. As a special treat, 
the first 10 people who showed up for each tour were given coupons for a 
free paczki at Smurawa’s Country Bakery.

ABOVE: A brunch at St. Casimir Catholic 
Church in Krakow was the final event of the 
Casimir Pulaski Days celebration. St. Casimir 
is the patron saint of Poland and Lithuania. 
Casimir Pulaski (1745-79) was a Polish noble-
man and cavalry commander in the American 
Revolutionary War. He is known as “The Fa-
ther of American Cavalry.”
RIGHT: A brunch featuring Polish favorites 
was enjoyed by several hundred people at St. 
Casimir Catholic Church in Krakow on March 9. 
It was the final event of Casimir Pulaski Days.

Paczki are Polish donuts that are deep-fried and filled with fruit or cream.
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Proceedings of March 3
• Katlyn C. Fish, 22, 

Oconto, pleaded no contest 
to child neglect and misde-
meanor counts of posses-
sion of THC and possession 
of drug paraphernalia, in 
connection with an incident 
that occurred Feb. 25, 2024. 
Judge Michael Judge ac-
cepted a deferred judgment 
agreement on the felony 
charge; for the misdemeanor 
charges, he withheld sen-
tencing and placed her on 
18 months of probation with 
conditions.

• Andrew E. Mahers, 
37, a Pound man serving a 
sentence at Stanley Correc-
tional Institution, pleaded 
guilty to possession of 
methamphetamine, pos-
session of narcotic drugs 

and felony bail jumping, in 
connection with an incident 
that occurred Jan. 30, 2024. 
Judge scheduled sentenc-
ing for March 28 and agreed 
to refer to a pre-sentence 
investigation from a previous 
case in another county.

Proceedings of March 4
• Bond was set at $2,000 

cash for Rachel Nicole Miller, 
35, Green Bay, after she was 
charged with possession of 
narcotic drugs, two counts of 
misdemeanor bail jumping 
and a misdemeanor count of 
possession of drug para-
phernalia, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly 
occurred March 2. Conley 
adjourned her initial appear-
ance until March 13.

Proceedings of March 5
• Judge Jay Conley im-

posed and stayed a six-month 
jail sentence, then placed 
Stephanie S. Farvour, 39, Gil-
lett, on 18 months’ probation 
with conditions for posses-
sion of a firearm by a person 
convicted of a felony, in con-
nection with an incident that 
occurred May 16, 2022.

Proceedings of March 7
• Jacob Ronald Umland, 

30, Gillett, waived his right 
to a preliminary hearing and 
was bound over on charges 
of first-degree recklessly 
endangering safety and 
chronic neglect of a child, in 
connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred June 
1. Conley scheduled arraign-
ment for March 13.

OCONTO COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
March 6

Deputies responded to 34 
incidents, including a wanted 
person on Arbutus Avenue in 
Oconto, fire on Meetz Lane 
in the Town of Brazeau, a dis-
turbance on Bucks Lane in the 
Town of Little Suamico, child 
neglect at an undisclosed lo-
cation, suspicious activity on 
Washington Street in Oconto 
and on Muehl Drive in Suring, 
harassment on County Road 
E in the Town of Morgan and 
on Center Street in Suring, a 
disturbance on County Road S 
in the Town of Little Suamico, 
an animal bite on Ridge Haven 
Court in the Town of Little 
Suamico, three traffic stops, 
one traffic hazard, one citizen 
assist, two miscellaneous traf-
fic incidents; one 911 hangup; 
one crash.
March 5

Deputies responded to 35 
incidents, including suspi-
cious activity on Business 41 
in the Town of Oconto, child 
abuse in the Town of Little 
Suamico, three citizen assists, 
three miscellaneous traffic 
incidents, two welfare checks; 
two open-line 911 calls; eight 
crashes, one involving deer.
March 4

Deputies responded to 
52 incidents, including a 
disturbance on Main Street 
in Oconto, suspicious activity 
on Maiden Lake Road in the 
Town of Riverview, fraud on 
Bucks Lane in the Town of 
Little Suamico, child neglect 
in the Town of Oconto, fraud 
on Schutt Road in the Town of 

Underhill, a wanted person on 
South Chase Road in the Town 
of Chase, two traffic stops, 
three traffic offenses, one citi-
zen assist, one miscellaneous 
traffic incident, two welfare 
checks; two 911 hangups and 
one open line; eight crashes, 
one involving deer.
March 3

Deputies responded to 53 
incidents, including fire on 
Sampson Road in the Town of 
Pensaukee, suspicious activity 
on Sampson Road in the Town 
of Abrams, fire on Cook Road 
in the Town of Oconto, fraud 
on Bonk Lane in the Town of 
Little Suamico, a fire control 
burn near Krakow Road and 
County Road C in the Town of 
Morgan, fire on County Road 
M in the Town of Spruce, a jail 
incident on Arbutus Avenue 
in Oconto, fraud on Heyrman 
Drive in the Town of River-
view, suspicious activity on 
state Highway 32 in the Town 
of Riverview, fire near Krakow 
Road and County Road C in 
the Town of Morgan, nine traf-
fic stops, one traffic hazard, 
four traffic offenses, two 
citizen assists, three miscel-
laneous traffic incidents, one 
welfare check; three open-line 
911 calls; one ambulance call; 
one deer-related crash.
March 2

Deputies responded to 
40 incidents, including fire 
near County Road J and Lade 
Beach Road in the Town of 
Little Suamico, a wanted 
person near U.S. Highway 141 
and Benser Lane in the Town 
of Lena, suspicious activity 

on County Road EE in the 
Town of Abrams, theft near 
Moody and Sampson roads 
in the Town of Pensaukee, 
a disturbance on Hip Hus 
Court in the Town of Under-
hill, suspicious activity near 
East Frontage and Sampson 
roads in the Town of Abrams, 
three traffic stops, six traffic 
offenses, one citizen assist, 
three miscellaneous traffic 
incidents, two welfare checks; 
one 911 hangup and four open 
lines; one ambulance call; one 
crash.
March 1

Deputies responded to 
43 incidents, including a 
disturbance on County Road 
N in the Town of Oconto, 
suspicious activity near 
Archibald Lake Road and 
Cathedral Drive in the Town of 
Townsend, eight traffic stops, 
one traffic hazard, eight traffic 
offenses, two citizen assists, 
two miscellaneous traffic 
incidents; two 911 hangups 
and two open lines; one deer-
related crash.
Feb. 28

Deputies responded to 40 
incidents, including suspicious 
activity on County Road C in 
the Town of Chase, harass-
ment on Nero Lane in the 
Town of Little Suamico, an un-
wanted party on Ridge Road 
in Oconto Falls, seven traffic 
stops, one traffic hazard, three 
traffic offenses, one citizen 
assist, four miscellaneous 
traffic incidents; two 911 
hangups and one open line; 
three crashes, one involving 
deer.

OCONTO COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
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I know of something 
amazing that should be in 
the newspaper! I should 

drop them a line at
news@newmedia-wi.com
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Best Hair Salon/Barber

Pony Tails Salon & Tanning in Abrams was chosen as Best Hair Salon/Barber by readers of the Oconto County Times 
Herald. A professional cut and design by a knowledgeable and friendly staff is the order of the day at Pony Tails.

CONTRIBUTED

Best Men’s, Women’s Clothing

Tim Murphy, advertising sales representative with NEW Media, presents award certificates to Anne Lenss of the Ul-
timate Closet Too, 146 S. Main St., Shawano. Ultimate Closet Too is a men’s and women’s clothing boutique offering 
unique high quality designer fashion. Inventory stretches from comfy casual to a special night out. The boutique was 
named the Shawano Leader’s Best of the Wolf River Region for men’s clothing and women’s clothing.

CONTRIBUTED
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Best Flooring

For more than 20 years, Woodstock Flooring & Design Center has been finding the right for area homes. That’s 
why readers fo the Wittenberg Enterprise & Birnamwood News voted them for Best Flooring. Woodstock’s staff 
does it all from job-site measuring, design consultations, estimates and installation. They work with commercial 
and residential contractors, as well as homeowners. Products include wood flooring, carpet, tile, vinyl and laminate. 
Cabinetry and countertop materials include granite, quartz and laminate.

WOODSTOCK FLOORING & DESIGN CENTER
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Best Electrician

Raddant Electric began operations in 1984 and has been going strong ever since. In 2009, Raddant Electric was named Small Business of the Year by the Shawano Country Chamber of Commerce. Readers of the Shawano Leader chose 
Raddant Electric as the Best Electrician in this year’s voting. Their services include remodeling work, repairs, wiring installation, lighting, sign repair and installation, panel work, trenching and service upgrades for residential and com-
mercial customers.																		                   RADIANT ELECTRIC
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2024 RESULTS  -  BALLOT #2
Best Thing To Do:
o Bowling Alley - Lena Lanes, Lena

o Campgrounds - Chute  Pond Park & Campground, Mountain

o Cheese Factory - Springside Cheese, Oconto Falls 

o Happy Hour - Wildfire Trails Inn, Gillett

o Live Music - Glovers Bar and Grill, Abrams

o Meat Market - Pat's Market, Gillett

o Night Spot  -  Glovers Bar and Grill, Abrams

Best Outdoor Activities:
o Bait/Tackle Shop - North Shore Bait Company, Oconto

o Golf Course - River Island Golf Club, Oconto Falls

o Lawn/Garden  -  United True Value, Oconto Falls

Best Vehicle Services:
o Auto Body Repair  - Lambrecht’s Service Garage, Gillett

o Auto Parts Supply Store  - Oconto Falls Auto Supply, Oconto Falls

o Car Dealer - S&L Ford Service, Oconto Falls

o Vehicle Service Center  - Lambrecht’s Service Garage, Gillett

o Tire Store - Bergmann’s Service Station, Gillett

2024 RESULTS  -  BALLOT #3
Food/Dining:
o Bar - Salscheider’s Antique Bar & Liquor, Oconto Falls

o Breakfast - Jo-Jo’s Diner, Lena

o Burger - Spirits of Gillett

o Coffee House - Milk & Honey Cafe, Oconto Falls

o Dessert - Jo-Jo’s Diner, Lena

o Dinner - Boarding House Supper Club, Suring

o Family Restaurant - Falls Family Restaurant, Oconto Falls

o Fish Fry - Club 32, Gillett 

o Lunch - Club 32, Gillett

o Pizza - Spirits of Gillett

o Sandwich - Milk & Honey Cafe, Oconto Falls

Best Burger, Pizza

A barbecue bacon cheeseburger is just of the burger selections offered at Spirits of Gillett. Times Herald readers 
voted is having the Best Burger and Best Pizza. Stop by and see what everyone is talking about, and enjoy the live 
music on select evenings.						                     SPIRITS OF GILLETT

Best Credit Union

N.E.W. Credit Union is a huge supporter of community groups, like the Kelly Lake Sportsman’s Club and their Kids 
Fishing Derby on Jan. 11. N.E.W. Credit Union donated several raffle prizes to help make this event a success. The 
credit union was chosen by Times Herald readers as the best in the area. N.E.W. Credit Union serves all of those who 
live and work in Brown, Marinette, Oconto and Shawano counties in Wisconsin and Menominee County in Michigan. 
Branch locations can be found in Oconto Falls, Oconto, Suring and Peshtigo.

N.E.W. CREDIT UNION FACEBOOK PAGE
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BREAKFAST, DESSERT & FAMILY RESTAURANT
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2024
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Thank you Shawano 
for choosing us

BEST
PHARMACY

117 S. Main Street •Downtown Shawano
Gift Shoppe 524-6375 • Pharmacy 526-2011

2024

DREIER
Pharmacy & Gift Shoppe
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Best Retirement Community

The Cottages on Golden Pond Memory Care resident Daniel Bechard is welcomed back home after participating in 
an honor flight to Washington, D.C. in November. He served in the U.S Navy on the USS Randolph aircraft carrier and 
was selected to be a part of the Old Glory Honor Flight #72. The Cottages on Golden Pond Memory Care was named 
Best Retirement Community by Shawano Leader readers.

THE COTTAGES ON GOLDEN POND MEMORY CARE  FACEBOOK PAGE

Best Dentist

Szmanda Dental Center in Wittenberg features Dr. Mallory Charging and was once again named Best Dentist in 
Wittenberg Enterprise & Birnamwood News reader poll. Charging was born and raised in Minnesota. She attended 
the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire majoring in biology and minoring in chemistry. Charging received her doctor 
of dental surgery (DDS) degree from the University of Minnesota School of Dentistry in 2015. She and her husband 
Matt live in Ringle. They enjoy spending time outdoors, traveling and spending time with their children. Charging 
is a member of the Central Wisconsin Dental Association, Wisconsin Dental Association and the American Dental 
Association.						                           SZMANDA DENTAL CENTER



PAGE 16  • NEW MEDIA • www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, MARCH 14, 2025



		  FRIDAY, MARCH 14, 2025  •  NEW MEDIA • www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE 17

4



PAGE 18  • NEW MEDIA • www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, MARCH 14, 2025



		  FRIDAY, MARCH 14, 2025  •  NEW MEDIA • www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE 19



PAGE 20  • NEW MEDIA • www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, MARCH 14, 2025

6:00



		  FRIDAY, MARCH 14, 2025  •  NEW MEDIA • www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE 21

2024
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Food/Dining:
o Bar  - Straight Home Bar & Grill

o Burger   -Straight Home Bar & Grill

o Dessert - Lisa’s Smart Shop Bakery

o Dinner - Taco John’s

o Fish Fry - Rachel’s Roadside Bar & Grill

o Lunch -Taco John’s

o Pizza - Wittenberg Lanes

o Sandwich - Rachel’s Roadside Bar & Grill

o Restaurant - Wittenberg Restaurant

2024 RESULTS  -  BALLOT #3

Best Thing To Do:
o Bowling Alley - Wittenberg Lanes, Wittenberg

o Casino - Ho-Chunk Gaming

o Happy Hour - Straight Home Bar & Grill

o Live Music - Jungle’s on Main, Gresham

o Meat Market - Nueske’s Applewood Meats

o Night Spot -  Jungle’s on Main, Gresham

Best Outdoor Activities:
o Bait/Tackle Shop - Wittenberg Shell Station

o Golf Course - Maple Hills Golf Course

o Lawn/Garden -  Jim’s Lawn Care LLC

Best Vehicle Services:
o Auto Body Repair - Kessen Auto Body & Sales, Birnamwood

o Auto Parts Supply Store - NAPA Auto Parts, Wittenberg

o Car Dealer - Kessen Auto Body & Sales, Birnamwood

o Vehicle Service Center - Beversdorf’s Garage 

2024 RESULTS  -  BALLOT #2

Best Goods:
o Flower Shop - Billy’s Wittenberg Floral

o Grocery Store - Wittenberg Sentry Foods

o Hardware Store -Wittenberg True Value

o Tile/Flooring - Woodstock Flooring & Design Center

Best Services:
o A/C & Heating - A. Groshek Heating & Cooling

o Chiropractor - Long Chiropractic Center

o Credit Union - CoVantage Credit Union

o Dentist -  Szmanda Dental Center

o Insurance Agency - American Family Insurance, David Cooper

o Optometrist - Family Vision Center, Wittenberg

o Pharmacy - Gwidt Pharmacy

o Real Estate - Smart Move Realty

o Veterinarian - Wittenberg Veterinary Services

2024 RESULTS  -  BALLOT #1

Best Pharmacy

Gwidt Pharmacy in Wittenberg was named Best Pharmacy by readers of the Wittenberg Enterprise & Birnamwood 
News. Pharmacist Tim Condon (pictured) is committed to helping customers navigate the health care labyrinth. The 
store’s pharmacists and pharmacy technicians are in constant contact with your medical team collaborating and 
intervening on your behalf to assure that your medications are right for you based on your unique situation. 

GWIDT PHARMACY

Best Bowling Alley, Pizza

Wittenberg Lanes was named the Wittenberg Enterprise & Birnamwood News’ winner in Best Thing To Do (bowling 
alley) and Best Food/Dining (pizza). They have things covered on both fronts with even more food and beverage 
options.						                                WITTENBERG LANES FACEBOOK PAGE
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Best Auto Body Repair,
Vehicle Service Center

Lambrecht’s Service Garage in Gillett is celebrating its 75th anniversary. Chosen by Oconto County Times Herald 
readers as the Best Auto Body Repair and Best Vehicle Service Center, its services include towing and wrecker ser-
vice, auto body repair in shop and mobile service, routine maintenance and more. Lambrecht’s Service Garage has 
been a family-owned business since 1948 serving Gillett and the surrounding communities including stranded mo-
torists traveling through the area.  Contact ASE master certified technician Ron Lambrecht with your problems or 
concerns for an evaluation of your project.				                LAMBRECHT’S SERVICE GARAGE

Jungles on Main in Gresham was chosen by readers of the Wittenberg Enterprise & Birnamwood News for the Best Live Music and Best Night Spot. Above, another birthday was celebrated at Jungles on Main, this time for Julie Waupoose.
JUNGLES ON MAIN FACEBOOK PAGE

Best Live Music, Night Spot

Best Butcher, Meat Shop

Pingel Processing, known for its retail meat market, wild game processing and meat bundles, was chosen by Sha-
wano Leader readers as the Best Butcher/Meat Shop. Party platters, bulk orders and gift boxes are also available. 
In 2024, Pingel won the Reserve Grand Champion award for its dill pickle flavored brat patties at the Wisconsin As-
sociation of Meat Processors Meat Competition. In 2023, it earned a third place champion ribbon for its dried beef 
at the Wisconsin State Fair. 						                  PINGEL PROCESSING
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