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The Oconto County Economic Development Breakfast draws an interested crowd of business and government leaders Feb. 27 to St. John's Lutheran Church in downtown Gillett.
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Oconto County growth setting records

Leaders get positive reports on economic development in county, state

BY WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

About 100 Oconto County business and
government leaders packed the fellow-
ship hall at St. John’s Lutheran Church
in Gillett on Feb. 27 for the third annual
Economic Development Breakfast hosted
by TEDCOR, the Tourism and Economic
Development Corporation for the Oconto
Region.

John Koskinen, chief economist with
the state Department of Revenue, gave a
talk that was dense with data and featured
more than 100 PowerPoint slides about
how Wisconsin, and especially Oconto
County, compares with the rest of the
United States.

“There has been a strong growth in
businesses operating throughout the en-
tire state,” Koskinen said.

Oconto County notched record gains
in the number of businesses in 2023 and
2024 and is one of a handful of counties
with more than 10% more businesses than
there were three years ago, he said.

Wisconsin’s state and local tax burden
is now the lowest it has been in 40 years.

“At this stage we actually have a total
tax burden that’s lower than the national
average,” Koskinen said. “I would not
have thought 20 years ago we would have
ever gotten there, but we’ve been there in
a very big way. Right now our total state
and local tax burden ranks 35th in the
country, significantly below our neighbors
to the south and west.”

Wisconsin is one of the few states with
an unemployment rate of 3% or lower, he
said.

“Every metropolitan area in the state

INSIDE

Two local candidates are finalists
for Oconto Falls superintendent.
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John Koskinen, chief economist for the Wisconsin De-
partment of Revenue, gives a whirlwind summary of
the state's growth prospects during the annual Oconto

County Economic Development Breakfast in Gillett.
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of Wisconsin has an unemployment rate
below the national average, and nine out
of the 12 have an unemployment rate
below 3%, and so does Oconto County,”
Koskinen said.

Job openings have now returned to
pre-pandemic levels, and Wisconsin has
the eighth=highest labor shortage in the
country.

“We’re actually short about 60,000
people in terms of what you need to be
fully staffed,” Koskinen said.

The good news is that Wisconsin’s
young people have adopted a strong work
ethic — “Among ages 16 to 24, the state
has the highest youth labor force partici-
pation rate in the country, with 73.1%,” he
said. “California by contrast can’t hit 50.”

That figure makes Koskinen especially
optimistic about the future of the Wiscon-
sin economy.

“If we can get our youth engaged early
and often the prospects of them continu-
ing to have that work ethic is solid,” he
said. “Being number one in that age group
helps us deal with, as we think in terms of
the aging baby boomers, getting the young
involved getting them set for careers is a
game changer.”

Among other reasons Koskinen cited
for optimism about Wisconsin’s future:

e Wisconsin is 15th in the nation in
terms of people moving in from other
states.

e Its cost of living is lower than sur-
rounding states.

¢ Housing is more affordable than the
U.S. average.

¢ The construction industry is in its
best shape in 30 or 40 years; Wisconsin
is 17th in terms of growth in construction
jobs.

e Wisconsin is reinvesting in public
schools, with local communities support-
ing $3.3 billion in building referendums.

e Industry has announced $4.8 billion
in new manufacturing facilities and the
state is gaining manufacturing jobs.

“While northeast manufacturers are
declining, there’s a revitalization of manu-
facturing in the Midwest and south

BREAKFAST, CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Fire guts
downtown
Oconto
building

Five residents
displaced; fire remains
under investigation

BY NEW MEDIA STAFF

No one was injured when fire de-
stroyed a two-story building on Main
Street in Oconto on Feb. 26.

Assistant Chief Ryan Pecha said the
Oconto Fire and Rescue Department was
dispatched at 7:36 p.m. to the 1100 block of
Main St. in the City of Oconto for a report
of a possible structure fire.

The two-story wood and brick framed
multi residential structure at 1131 Main St.
had flames and smoke showing from its
west side when fire crews arrived. Oconto
police who arrived first on scene con-
firmed that all occupants had exited the
structure.

The department requested additional
resources by activating MABAS Division
137 to the Working Still Level, Pecha said.
That alarm brought assistance from Pen-
saukee, Little River, and Oconto Falls fire
departments and Oconto Ambulance.

First arriving crews initiated an in-
terior attack on an upstairs apartment.
Shortly after making entry, crews en-
countered heavy fire and deteriorating
conditions, causing them to transition to a
defensive attack, Pecha said.

FIRE, CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

The building at 1131 Main St. in Oconto was devastated
by a Feb. 26 fire, but crews prevented the blaze from

spreading to Cornerstone Nutrition next door.
WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA
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FIRE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Once confirmation was
made that all firefighters
had exited the building,
crews began to set up for
exterior operations. Due
to the size of the building
and fire conditions, the
incident was then up-
graded to a MABAS Box
alarm for more resources,
which brought firefighters
from Abrams, Lena, Little
Suamico, City of Gillett,
and Tri County as well as
Oconto Falls Ambulance.

Pecha said the crews
faced a number of chal-
lenges because of the build-
ing’s age and balloon-frame
construction along with
multiple layers of roofing
materials covered with a
metal roof. Duame Sand
and Gravel was called in
for an excavator to assist
with removing the roof so
crews could gain access to
the seat of the fire.

Crews were able to pre-
vent the fire from spread-
ing to Cornerstone Nutri-
tion next door, although
the business reported
basement flooding that dis-
rupted utilities. “We hope
to be up and running soon
and seeing all your beauti-
ful smiles,” the business
posted on social media.

Oconto Fire Rescue re-
sponded with two engines,
one ladder truck, one
rescue truck, two ambu-
lances and one command
truck with 17 personnel.

BREAKFAST, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Atlantic states,” Koskinen
said.

“Wisconsin has substan-
tially improved its com-
petitiveness because of
record high employment,
strong growth in busi-
nesses, an engaged work
force, and we have big
investments in the pipeline
for manufacturing, date
centers, electricity genera-
tion and schools — and so
is Oconto County,” he said.

Jayme Sellen, TEDCOR
executive director, focused
on a variety of positive de-
velopments over the past
year in terms of economic
development in Oconto
County, starting with the
opening of an Encompass
child care center in Oconto
Falls which opened up a
sorely needed 140 child
care slots for families in
the southern part of the
county.

The Urban Loft by
Rival Properties Inc. apart-
ment complex in Lena will
add 80 housing units when
it has completed all three
phases, Sellen said.

“I really wanted to say
thank you to the folks in
Lena, because change is
hard, and they had to have
a lot of conversations, they
had to do a lot of work
to make sure this project
worked out well,” she said.

Also significant was the

An excavator from Duame Sand and Gravel removes debris under the direction of Oconto fire investigators Feb. 27, the morning after a blaze that gutted the two-story structure at 1131 Main St.

Two Oconto police officers
also assisted on scene
along with eight surround-
ing fire and EMS agencies
for a total of 37 personnel.
Wisconsin Public Service,

Oconto County Emergency

Management, Oconto Wa-
ter Department, Oconto
Street Department and
the Oconto city building
inspector also assisted on

scene.
During the incident
Oconto Fire Rescue re-
sponded to one unrelated
EMS call, while Oconto
Falls Area Ambulance

Service provided mutual
aid by standing by at the
Oconto Fire Station and re-
sponded to three unrelated
EMS calls while the fire-
fighting effort continued.
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Pecha said the fire
remains under investiga-
tion. The American Red
Cross was called in to help
five residents who were
displaced by the fire.

Jayme Sellen, TEDCOR executive director, runs through a progress report Feb. 27 on a variety of projects advancing Oconto County tourism and economic

development.

progress of the Northern
Oconto County Room Tax
Commission, which grew
from a July 20, 2022, meet-
ing of the seven northern
towns.

“That was probably
the only time I was ever
nervous in this job, getting
up in front of a bunch of
people and saying, ‘Hey,
let’s start a tax,”” Sellen
said. “It’s not something
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you want to do, but we
needed a way to fund our
tourism promotion and
development.”

Five of the seven towns
— Breed, Doty, Lakewood,
Mountain and Townsend —
got together and wrote or-
dinances establishing room
taxes with proceeds specifi-
cally earmarked to advance
tourism in the county.

“We’re coming off our
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first year and now we’re
going to have some real
money to invest in pro-
moting our county,” Sellen
said. “It could have been
very easy for all of them
to just kind of give up
because a lot was involved,
but they stuck together
and they showed true grit,
and I'm very thankful for
that because this is going
to be significant for our
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county for years to come.”

Sellen also singled out
the downtown revitaliza-
tion studies undertaken in
Suring and Lena this year
and said grant applications
have been submitted for
similar studies in Gillett
and Oconto.

The businesses and
village government in Sur-
ing have been especially
receptive to the study,
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Sellen said.

“We are just finally
getting the first drafts of
that plan done, and our
businesses are already
implementing it,” she said.
“We don’t have an imple-
mentation plan done, and
the businesses are already
starting to get to work
to improve their facades
and really embrace this
process.”

Also coming in for
recognition were the
Leadership Oconto County
program, efforts to restore
and redevelop the former
Oconto Memorial Hospital
building, broadband access
efforts, the new Capital
Catalyst Revolving Loan
Fund established by the
county, and the recipients
of TEDCOR’s micro loan
program, which provides
small loans for businesses
to improve facades and
other projects.

She took the opportu-
nity to announce a new
“nano-loan” program to
support hospitality busi-
nesses hurt by the past
two years of poor snow
conditions. The program
provides $500 to $2,000 in
loans at 1% interest for up
to three years, including
deferred payments for the
first six months.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com
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Pytleski, Russ advance to final interview

Next Oconto Falls schools superintendent takes office July 1

By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

The two local candi-
dates for Oconto Falls
school superintendent
have been invited back
for a second and final
interview.

Following a first round
of conversations, Lena Su-
perintendent Ben Pytleski

and Oconto Falls High
School Principal Stuart
Russ emerged as the two
finalists, according to a
news release Feb. 28 from
the Oconto Falls School
Board.

A panel represent-
ing the board, staff, and
community as well as a
student also interviewed
Benjamin Heninger, cur-

rently su-
perinten-
dent of the
Pardeeville
School
District, on
Feb. 27.
The
PYTLESKI final
interviews are scheduled
for March 10, which is
also the date of the school

board’s
regular
monthly
meeting.

Pytleski
was a
teacher
and coach

RUSS in Oconto

Falls for 13 years before
joining the Lena district
as a principal in 2013,

becoming superintendent
in 2016.

Russ started his
teaching career in the
Luxembourg-Casco
School District, moving
to the Rosendale-Brandon
School District and then
entering administration
as an assistant principal
at Shawano Commu-
nity High School. He was

principal of Wittenberg-
Birnamwood High School
before taking the post at
OFHS in 2023.

The successful candi-
date is expected to begin
their tenure on July 1, suc-
ceeding Dean Hess, who
is retiring after 10 years as
superintendent.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

Former fire ch

By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

The case involving
the former Lakewood fire
chief’s allegedly stealing
funds from the department
was apparently coming to
a resolution at midweek.

Christopher E. Thom-
son, 42, faces 22 felony
counts in all — 10 counts
of identity theft, 10 counts
of forgery-uttering, and
single counts of theft in a
business setting and fraud
against a financial institu-
tion, in connection with
incidents alleged to have
occurred between 2020
and 2024.

During a brief appear-
ance before Oconto Coun-
ty Judge Michael Judge on
March 3, District Attorney
Hannah Schuchart said she
had just delivered a plea
offer to defense attorney
Nicole Morley.

The offer was delayed

while the state worked

on firming up the amount
of restitution that Thom-
son will owe, she said.
The Town of Lakewood
reported a final number of
$128,339.49.

“We were verifying
with Laona State Bank
what amount they may
be outstanding, if any;
we have not received
that information to date,”
Schuchart said.

Morley said Thomson is
willing to stipulate to the
restitution amount.

“I anticipate that this
(offer) is something we
will be accepting, and we’ll
be asking for some time for
me to prepare a plea form
with my client,” Morley
said.

The two attorneys
asked for a brief postpone-
ment of the plea hearing,
and Judge scheduled a
new hearing for 10:30 a.m.
March 5.

ief to enter plea in theft case

Thomson has apologized for stealing from the department

Although the matter
was on the court calendar
as a plea and sentencing
hearing, Judge said he
plans to accept the plea
but order a pre-sentence
investigation, which gener-
ally takes several weeks to
two months.

According to the crimi-
nal complaint, Thomson
was named treasurer of
the Lakewood Fire De-
partment Association in
January 2020. The asso-
ciation is a separate entity
from the department itself.
Thomson became fire chief
in 2022 upon the retire-
ment of the former chief.

The Lakewood Town
Board placed Thomson
on unpaid administrative
leave May 13, 2024, and he
resigned as chief shortly
thereafter, the complaint
said.

An ensuing investiga-
tion by the Oconto County
Sheriff’'s Department

concluded that over a four-
year period, using the asso-
ciation’s checking account
and debit card, Thomson
had taken at least $100,000
from the nonprofit organi-
zation that holds donations
and fundraising proceeds
for the fire department.

He was arrested Nov.

15 and has been in custody
at the Oconto County

Jail since then in lieu of a
$10,000 cash bond.

Thomson sent a letter
from the county jail to
Judge on Jan. 20 apologiz-
ing for his behavior and
saying, “I'm willing to
do anything for a chance
to pay $500 monthly
payments.”

The former chief said
he was trying to make ends
meet and support his fam-
ily, but he “screwed up and
totally did wrong” instead
of asking for help.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

Former Lakewood Fire Chief Christopher Thomson enters an Oconto County
courtroom March 3 to face charges he embezzled more than $100,000 from
the Lakewood Fire Department Association. He was scheduled to enter a
plea March 5 and is expected to be sentenced later this spring.

WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

Suspect who fled state to stand trial Sept. 16

Michael Bullock is charged in three cases including felony bail jumping

By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

A September trial has
been scheduled for a Sur-
ing man who was arrested
in Texas last summer
after he allegedly fled
the state to avoid trial on
child sex abuse charges.

Michael James Bull-
ock, 41, is charged in
three separate criminal
files. The next order of
business is determining
whether the jury should
consider all three cases
during the trial, which
Oconto County Judge Mi-
chael Judge scheduled for
Sept. 16-18 during a brief
court hearing on March 3.

Bullock was charged in
July 2022 with two counts
of the repeated sexual as-
sault of the same child in
connection with alleged
incidents dating back to
2010.

Two months later, he
was charged with three
counts of invading priva-
cy by using a surveillance
device against a victim

younger
than 18
years old,
along

with three
counts of
captur-

ing an

BULLOCK intimate
representation, in connect
with an allegation Bullock
positioned a hidden cam-
era in a bathroom and re-
corded intimate video of
a teenaged girl showering.

The third file charges
Bullock with felony bail
jumping. He was sched-
uled to stand trial starting
July 31 and was free on
bail with a condition that
he wear an ankle bracelet.

He is accused of slip-
ping out of the bracelet
on July 2 and leaving the
state.

The criminal com-
plaint in that case alleges
Bullock was spotted at
an RV park in Texas two
weeks later by a citizen
who happened to see an
Oconto County Sher-
iff’s Office social media

post asking for informa-
tion about the suspect’s
whereabouts.

When Bullock was
brought back into an
Oconto County court-
room on Aug. 5, Judge
revoked his bail and set a
new cash bond of $1.5 mil-
lion. He has been at the

Oconto County Jail since
then.

During the March 3
hearing, Assistant District
Attorney Richard Zoell-
ner said the state expects
to file a motion to con-
solidate the cases for pur-
poses of trial, and defense
attorney Eric Steven

Maciolek said he would
challenge consolidation
and ask Bullock stand
trial for one or another of
the 2022 allegations along
with the bail jumping
charge.

Judge gave prosecu-
tors until March 21 to file
the consolidation motion

and the defense until
April 18 to file any written
response. He scheduled a
motion hearing for 2 p.m.
April 28.

A final pre-trial confer-
ence was scheduled for 9
a.m. Sept. 2.

wb;uhm@newmedia-wi.com
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OBITUARIES

Norma D. Skroch passed
away on Feb. 23, 2025, at
Meadowview Estates in
Bonduel after a long beauti-
ful life.

She was born Aug. 14,
1927, in Hintz to Alex and
Olga (Paholke) Zarling.

Norma attended various
schools in Oconto, Lena
and Oconto Falls. She was
a proud graduate of Oconto
Falls High School, class of
1945.

Early on, she worked
various jobs for Shell-
man Publishing, Bauman
Department Store and E.A.
Mack Co. Later, she became
a telephone switchboard
operator in Green Bay for
six years, where she had
the unique experience of
working near Don Hutson’s
Packers Playdium, a bowl-
ing alley and bar opened by
the Packers legend.

On Nov. 24,1948, Norma
married Peter Skroch at St.
Anthony’s Catholic Church
in Oconto Falls. Together,
they built a life filled with
love and devotion to their
family. Norma was a life-
time member of the Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary Unit
302. Her interests included
ceramics, oil painting
and gardening, where she
expressed her creativity
and passion for the arts.
She was a dedicated season
ticket holder of the Green
Bay Packers for 20 years.

Geraldine Marlene
(Niec) Knope, 90, of
Oconto Falls, passed away
on Feb. 24, 2025, peacefully
at home.

She was born on May 11,
1934, to Casmir “Charlie”
and Beatrice (Potkamaris)
Niec in Pulaski. Gerry grad-
uated from Pulaski High
School in 1952 and married
her high school sweetheart,
Roger Knope, in 1956. They
were married for 58 years
before his death on Jan. 27,
2014.

They lived in Texas
when Roger was in the
Army service in the 1950s
and raised three loving
children, Jeffrey Knope,
born 1957, James Knope,
born 1961, and Mary Lee
Davidson, born 1967. Ger-
aldine worked for the city
of Oconto Falls and held
many other part-time jobs,

Shirley Iola (Winkler)
Lusk, 84, passed away sud-
denly on Saturday, Aug.
24, 2024, after a brief battle
with cancer.

She was born in Gillett
to the late Edwin and Mil-
dred (Christensen) Win-
kler; however, she spent
most of her life in Florida.
Throughout her life, she
instilled in her children
her love for adventure
and joy. Known for her
laughter and adventurous
spirit, Shirley recently
discovered a passion for
the opera.

She enjoyed the little
things in life, like tending
to her garden, watching
squirrels out her window,

Norma D. Skroch

Her grandkids will
remember her as always
immaculately dressed. She
had the best collection of
vintage clothes, makeup
and perfume bottles for
them to play with as chil-
dren. They also treasure
memories of cranking up
the Victrola record player,
putting on a record, and
flipping through wedding
photos with Grandma.

Norma is survived by
her two sons, Richard
(Jeanne Morales) Skroch
and David (Wendy)
Skroch; her grandchildren,
Steven (Alisa) Skroch,
Elizabeth (Jonathan)
Royal, Catherine (Joshua)
Thompson and Emiliano
Morales; and three great-
grandchildren, Matthew,
Willow and one on the
way. She is also survived
by her sister, Mavis Geh-
ling; and brothers, Roger

Geraldine Knope

including at the hospital
gift shop, for many years.
Gerry enjoyed being a
member of the Red Hatters,
participating in church
activities and Bible group,
and played with the same
women in bridge club for
many decades. Gerry loved
her faith, family and friends
dearly. She enjoyed food,

collecting knickknacks and
giving thoughtful gifts to
others. She enjoyed mur-
der mystery shows, finding
joy in a good BOGO or
sale, and always had a soft

Zarling, and Jack (Karen)
Zarling.

She was preceded in
death by her parents, Alex
and Olga; her husband,
Peter Skroch; her sister-
in- law, Donna Skroch; and
her brother-in-law, Curtis
Gehling.

A Mass of Christian
burial was held at Jones
Funeral Service in Oconto
Falls on Monday, March 10,
2025. Burial took place at
St. Anthony Cemetery in
Oconto Falls.

In lieu of flowers,
memorial donations will
go toward the National
Glaucoma Society.

Norma D. Skroch leaves
behind a legacy of love,
creativity and unwavering
commitment to her family
and community. She will be
greatly missed by all who
had the privilege to know
her.

fun and always loved fresh
flowers.

Geraldine is survived
by her three children;
her loving siblings, Grace
(Alexander) Bryfczynski,
Donald (Dottie) Niec and
Marvin (Debbie) Niec;
her grandchildren, Kim-
berly Courchaine (Jeffrey),
Parker, Kristen, and Carson
Knope (James), Abigail and
Bennett Davidson (Mary
Lee); and her great-grand-
children, Trinity Wilson
(Jeremy) and Cole Mac-
Donald (Kimberly).

She was preceded in
death by her grandson,
Jeremy Knope (Jeffrey).

Funeral services will
be held at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Oconto
Falls, during her favorite
time of year, the spring,
with more information to
come.

Mary Ellen Klatt, 80,
passed away Sunday, Feb.
23,2025, at The Resi-
dence at Oshkosh, with
her daughters by her side.
For almost 20 years, Mary
bravely battled Parkin-
son’s disease with tenac-
ity, humor, strength and
courage, even in her final
days.

Mary was born on
Mother’s Day on May
14, 1944, in Sheboygan.
She was the middle child
of the late Joseph and
Hildegarde (Fetterer)
Kraus. She attended Holy
Name Catholic elemen-
tary school and graduated
from Sheboygan North
High School in 1962.
After high school, she
attended Alverno College
in Milwaukee, where she
met her husband, Ralph,
at a school dance. She
later graduated from UW-
Green Bay with a bach-
elor of science in elemen-
tary education.

Ralph and Mary settled
in Brown Deer, where
they made several lifelong
friends and hosted many
basement and backyard
parties. They were active
in the Jaycees/Jaycettes
where Mary held various
leadership roles includ-
ing president, and led
blood drives, Santa’s
Workshops, brat fries and
many other civic-minded
events.

In 1974, they purchased
then ran a successful
dairy farm in Gillett,
where they learned by tri-
al and error how to milk
cows, birth calves, plant
and harvest crops, shovel
manure and everything
else that goes into farm-
ing. In 1976, they received
the Jaycees Outstanding
Young Farmer award.

Mary loved to grow
vegetables and beautiful
flowers and even found
time to bowl on Tuesdays.
Mary worked from sunup
to sundown all the while
raising two daughters,
finishing college, teaching
religion classes, leading
Girl Scout troops and
substitute teaching. No
matter how busy she was,
she always had time for
family and friends.

In retirement, Ralph
and Mary moved to a

Shirley lola (Winkler) Lusk

spot for Scooby-Doo and
the Peanuts gang.

Her life was filled with
rich experiences, includ-
ing traveling and living
throughout the United
States, living in Cuba and
fulfilling a lifelong dream
by traveling to Germany.
She was mischievous, a lit-
tle rebellious and fiercely
headstrong — once she set
her mind on something,
she did it with determina-
tion and conviction. She
was also known for having
a beer in hand while cheer-
ing on her beloved Green
Bay Packers, a tradition
that brought her joy.

Shirley is survived
by her five children, Jeff

(Mary) Pergande, of
Fort White, Florida, Paul
(Diane) Pergande, of
Sanford, Florida, Bryan
(Judy) Pergande, of Weed,
California, Machelle Lusk,
of Clermont, Florida, and
Michael Lusk, of Orlando,
Florida; grandchildren,
Steven, Crystal, Erik, Jen-
nifer, Thomas, Valerie,
Jacy, Krystal and Cassi; 18
great-grandchildren; two
great-great-grandchildren.
She is also survived by
her siblings, Helen Smith,
of Wauwatosa, Edwin Jr.
(Joyce) Winkler, of Gillett,
Randy (Peggy) Winkler,
of Gillett, Rick (Sandy)
Winkler, of Muskego, Judy
Wagner, of Gillett, Bon-

Mary E. Klatt

lake home on Shawano
Lake, where they spent 25
years living a wonderful
lake life. Grandma Mary
cherished her summers
with her grandchildren at
the lake. She loved to play
cards and board games,
watch movies, take a boat
ride and monitor their
shenanigans on the slip n’
slide, jet ski, pedal boat or
golf cart.

Mary was an avid book
reader and passed her
love of reading to her
daughters. Mary was also
active in the Gillett Wom-
en’s Club and in several
bridge groups. Winters
were spent with family
and friends on South Pa-
dre Island in Texas.

Mary will be remem-
bered as a kind-hearted
and generous soul, with
a warm smile, contagious
giggle and love for all
things silly. She was a
wonderful listener, com-
passionate human and
quiet leader. Her legacy
reminds us to stop and
smell the daylilies, never
sweat the small stuff,
learn something new on a
trip to the zoo or muse-
um, and always lead with
kindness.

Mary is survived by
her devoted daughters,
Kelly (Eric) Caughlan and
their children, Justin and
Joshua, and Kathy (Doug)
Slife, and their children,
Drew and Zoe; her very
special brothers, Ed Kraus
and Steve (Joan) Kraus;
her sisters-in-law, Sandy
Klatt and Debbie (John)
Hoeppner; two nephews,
Andy (Abby) Dean and
Jarrid (Lauren) Hoeppner;
five nieces, Megan (Char-
lie) Truitt, Molly (Chris)
Dwan, Gretchen Kraus,
Amy (Joe) Hoff, Briana

nie (Ken) Juza, of Sua-
mico, and Debbie (Bryon)
Huffman, of Wausau;
sister-in-law, Ellen Win-
Kkler, of Krakow; many
nieces, nephews and other
relatives.

She was preceded in
death by her parents; sib-
lings, Dorothy Blanchard,
Robert Winkler, Gene
Winkler and MaryAnn Sell;
sister-in-law, Barbara Win-
kler; brothers-in-law, Don
Wagner, John Smith and
Hoyt Blanchard; grandson,
Jeffrey Pergande.

Her family and friends
will celebrate her life with
a memorial in her home-
town of Gillett on Friday,
March 14, 2025, at the

(Nick) Joyce and their
children. She is also sur-
vived by several cousins
and many good friends.

She is preceded in
death by her parents;
her husband of 58 years;
her sister-in-law, Mary
Kraus; her sister-in-law,
Candy Roepke; and a
very special cousin, Sue
Schneider.

The family would like
to thank those who ex-
tended a special effort to
keep in touch with Mary
while she was at the The
Residence in Oshkosh.

A very special thank you
to Phyllis Schloskey and
Doreen Slife for your
regular visits, and to
Agnes Zwijacz for your
special friendship.

A special thank you to
the staff (past and pres-
ent) at The Residence at
Oshkosh (including the
therapy staff at Power-
back) who have become
like family to us. We will
never underestimate the
value of the work you do,
how hard you work and
what truly caring, respect-
ful and compassionate
humans you are. Thank
you. Each and every one
of you are appreciated.

A memorial service for
Mary will be held on Sat-
urday, March 15, 2025, at
11 a.m. at Konrad-Behlman
Funeral Home-Westside,
100 Lake Pointe Drive,
Oshkosh, with Lyn Za-
horik officiating. A time of
visitation will take place
at 9 a.m. until the start
of the service. Interment
will be held at Calvary
Cemetery, Sheboygan, at
a later date.

Gifts in Mary’s mem-
ory can be made to the
Michael J. Fox Foundation
for Parkinson’s Research
at https://www.mi-
chaeljfox.org/ or a local
charity of your choice.
Konrad-Behlman Funeral
Home in Oshkosh is as-
sisting the family with
arrangements. Online
condolences can be ex-
pressed at https://www.
konrad-behlman.com//

As she begins eternal
life with our Lord and
Savior, we rejoice in
knowing the angels will
welcome her home with
loving and open arms.

Gillett Town Hall, 10908
Town Hall Road, Gillett,
with visitation from 10 a.m.
until the memorial service
at 11 a.m.

Gruetzmacher Funeral
Home in Suring is assisting
the family with arrange-
ments. Online condolences
can be expressed at www.
gruetzmacherfuneralhome.
com.
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Brenda Bartz, owner of Brenda's Brushstrokes and Bisque, demonstrates how to apply flux to a blank ceramic bowl during a 4-H activity at her farmhouse classroom at N2978
County Road K in the Town of Waukechon. When the members started their bowl-painting, Bartz said: “You don't have to be perfect; the messier you are with this, the better

they turn out.”

LYNN ZAFFRANN

Brushstrokes, bisque begin
in farmhouse classroom

Brenda Bartz's experience in Army fuels lifelong artistic passion

By LYNN ZAFFRANN
Correspondent

Fourteen Shawano County 4-H mem-
bers, from ages 8-16, met at Brenda’s Brush-
strokes and Bisque’s Farmhouse Classroom
on Feb. 23 to learn how to paint ceramic
bowls.

Brenda Bartz is the “Brenda” in Brenda’s
Brushstrokes and Bisque. She opened the
business about five years ago and has her
farmhouse classroom at N2978 County
Road K in the Town of Waukechon.

“This is the first time we’re doing the
stoneware bowls with a 4-H group,” Bartz
said. “We’ve done other stuff, like glass
fusing and mosaics with 4-H kids before
today.”

Casey Bartz, 4-H Visual Arts County
Committee Leader, who is married to Bren-
da Bartz’s nephew, said: “It’s more or less
finding different opportunities for the kids
they might not think they can do or try.”

Casey Bartz noted that she’s taken
classes through Shawano Community Edu-
cation in order to come up with things the
4-H clubs might be interested in.

“This activity is a $20 class. Each kid
pays $10 for this one, and we kick in $10,”
she said, adding that a 4-H rummage sale
raised quite a bit of money and the proceeds
help make activities more affordable for the
kids.

As the members started their bowl-
painting, Brenda Bartz reminded them that
they don’t have to be perfect.

“The messier you are with this, the bet-
ter they turn out,” she said.

In her interactions with the 4-H mem-

Evelyn Suehring, a member of the Tiger Tribe 4-H, studiously paints a ceramic bowl during an art class Feb. 23. The
art class was held at Brenda's Brushstrokes and Bisque in its farmhouse classroom. The owner of the ceramics shop,

Brenda Bartz, has hosted other 4-H art classes.

bers, it was apparent that Brenda Bartz
is well-versed in teaching the ceramics
techniques to all ages. She presented the
instructions slowly and calmly and demon-
strated what the members should do.
“We’re using the peacock technique,”
Brenda Bartz said. “It ends up looking like a
peacock design.”
Creative juices were flowing as the club

LYNN ZAFFRANN

members excitedly chose two colors for
their stoneware bowls, with help from the
Bartzes.

Dean Bulger-Posbrig, 11, chose Glo-
Worm as one of his colors. His brother,
Grant, 10, chose two other green colors.
Both are members of the Tiger Tribe 4-H

BISQUE, CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Leopolis
man recalls
incredible,

long life

Farm heritage, military
service, marriage high points

By KAY REMINGER
Correspondent

(Editor’s note: Joe Reminger is an uncle, by
marriage, to Kay Reminger.)

Joe Reminger, U.S. Army veteran for
World War II from Leopolis, has seen much
during his lifetime.

Born June 11, 1927, Reminger grew up
during the Great Depression.

“To us it was normal living,” he said.

Recalling moves Reminger to realize his
life was rich and full — a good life.

“At the time we didn’t think of it as hard,
just routine,” Reminger said. “We ate every
meal together and got a belly full three
times a day. People back then were born in
the house you lived in, and when you died,
the wake was at the house.”

His grandmother and grandfather lived
with his family. Very often multi-genera-
tional families lived together. There were 10
family members living in the house at that
time.

Reminger’s grandmother had originated
from a region called Bohemia in Czecho-
slovakia and came to America as a baby.

In World War II, there was a mandate that
all immigrants must be categorized. His
brother took his grandmother to register as
a citizen.

Fond memories of growing up on the
farm included playing softball with neigh-
borhood kids on the farm yards, mostly.

“Not many kids my age lived on the road
at that time,” he said.

Right down the road from the farm was
Reminger’s school. The school he attended
was a state-graded school.

“We were big shots,” Reminger said.

Four rooms housed all children starting
in first grade. Reminger went on to finish
high school in Shawano.

“There were classrooms and a dining
room. They had music classes and phy ed,”
Reminger said. “The basement was the
boot-room in the winter time, and it had
four big rooms and there we played whatev-
er games we could dream up.”

Wood stoves served the heating purpos-
es for the entire farmhouse. One of Rem-
inger’s many jobs as a youngster was having

LIFE, CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Alta and Joe Reminger, shown in his U.S. Army dress
uniform, were married Oct. 5, 1957 at Fort Hamilton in
Brooklyn, New York. CONTRIBUTED
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to keep the wood pile
stacked and ready for distri-
bution. He’d split the wood
with an axe, hauling it into
the house and filling the
wood box.

“I had to haul lots of
wood,” Reminger said.

His father purchased
40 acres of woodland, and
they cut everything they
could — they’d lived off
the logs out of that woods.
Reminger recalled skidding
them to a central location
with horses. One day, the
family members were us-
ing them to skid, and they
figured the horses would
stand and instead, they took
off and ran home, about a
county mile away through
the woods. Reminger had
to walk all the way home
to get the horses and bring
them back.

Almost exclusively
working with the horses,
Reminger also milked cows
by hand, storing milk in the
milk cans in water. How it
stayed cool in the summer
he could not remember.
The horses did all the
work — plowing, planting,
harvesting.

“We planted corn and
hay and had no silos at
first,” Reminger said. “My
dad built a silo with rocks,
laying them all out. He built
it eight feet deep.”

In 1922, Reminger’s
father also built the barn
that’s on the farm to this
day. The barn is 103 years
old. The house was built be-
fore the barn, which makes
the house he grew up in,
at this time, way over 100
years old.

Later, Reminger’s broth-
er had a milk route, and one
time, the truck wouldn’t
start and horses were called
into duty.

“Grandpa hitched them
up to the truck and they
got real skittish,” Reminger
said. “They weren’t used
to being around motor-
ized vehicles, but Grandpa

BISQUE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

club.

Many of the girls chose
subtle colors of pink, rose
and lavender.

Brenda Bartz was quick
to point out that, after fir-
ing, the colors would turn
out differently than the
paint colors.

4-H members partici-
pate in showing more than
just farm animals at the an-
nual Shawano County Fair.

“Some of the activities
that we do like this, go to
the fair,” Bulger-Posbrig
said. The members partici-
pating in the bowl painting
were encouraged to mark
the bottoms of their bowls
so that the fair judges
would be able to identify
the member.

Bulger-Posbrig said
that, after the bowls were
painted, they would be
fired in a kiln.

Brenda Bartz said the
bowls have to dry for 24
hours after being painted.
Then, she will take the
completed projects to her
home, where she has two
kilns in her garage.

“It’s a 12-hour fire for
these. Casey will pick
them up and take them to

Joe Reminger went to this grade school in Leopolis and then graduated high

school in Shawano.

calmed them right down.
He’d worked with horses
his whole life.”

After completing school-
ing in Leopolis, Reminger
went on to finish high
school in Shawano, staying
the first year with a woman
who needed a high schooler
having a driver’s license to
live with her, to drive her
car to run errands, etc. He
was given room and board,
bartering for hired help
with chores. He said he’d
walk to school from her
house, “just a hop, skip and
a jump away.”

Graduating from high
school in 1945, he was em-
ployed for a brief time with
a standard lumberyard,
which made oars for the
U.S. Navy. He then enlisted
in the Army, for there were
two boys on the farm.

In 1957, Joe married his
wife Alta, a career vet in
her own right. After serving
20 years, she went on to
school receiving a licensed
practical nursing degree.

“I took my basic training
in California, and Alta was
stationed in California at
the same time, but we didn’t
know it or meet,” Reminger
said. “The permanent sta-
tions in the states for me
were Fort Bliss (El Paso),
Texas, and Fort Huachuda,
Arizona. Later, Alta and I
got married at Fort Hamil-
ton (Brooklyn), New York.
I spent the Korean War in
Germany.”

Reminger had com-

CONTRIBUTED

pleted a mandated one-
year in Vietnam beginning
in 1964 in a non-combat
assignment.

“I was assigned to Viet-
nam right before it heated
up,” he said. “My office
was in a villa in Saigon,
and I lived with all the
NCOs (noncommissioned
officers).”

At one point during
Reminger’s military career,
he had orders to deploy to
the USAEUR Headquarters
stationed in Hidelberg. An-
other set of orders revoked
that, and instead he was to
be sent to the Third Armor
Division. Rather than ac-
cept that offer, he opted to
retire after serving 22 years.

Retiring from the service
in 1967, he attended college
in Oshkosh and graduated
with a major in education
and a minor in history.
Rather than pursuing a
teaching career, he instead
applied with the civil
service and was hired to
work for the Social Security
Administration in Rock
Island, Illinois. There he
worked for 17 years, and
after that, to stay active,
volunteered his time with
AARP, teaching eight-hour
driver’s education classes to
senior citizens.

After 55 years of mar-
riage, Reminger’s wife, Alta,
passed in 2012. He then
moved back to Wisconsin
to live near family where
today he resides comfort-
ably in his own home.

the Courthouse (the 4-H
division of the University
of Wisconsin Extension),”
she said. “They will be able
to pick up their finished
bowls there.”

Every bowl using the
techniques used at the 4-H
class will be different, as no
pattern is used. Examples
similar to what the bowls
the 4-H members created
will look like can be seen
on the 4-H Facebook page.

Brenda Bartz grew up in
Belle Plaine and served in
the U.S. Army from 1980-
83. She found opportunities
on-base to learn crafting.

“That’s where I learned
ceramics,” she said. “I took
classes at different bases.”

Brenda Bartz returned
to Shawano after being dis-
charged and held different
jobs, including a stint at the
Shawano Clinic as a tran-
scriptionist for 23 years,
then as a biller. A couple
of years later, her position
moved to Neenah and she
decided to sell bisque (ce-
ramics) online instead.

Brenda Bartz opened
her ceramics shop when
she found the farmhouse
was available to rent. The

house has a room set aside
specifically for the class-
room, where the 4-H activ-
ity was held. She stores
paints, glass for stained
and fused glass, and bisque
pieces throughout the
farmhouse.

“I have all the stuff I
like to do here. Glass and
glass fusing, ceramics and
mosaics,” Brenda Bartz
said. “We can silk screen
here, so designs can be put
onto ceramics, too. It just
keeps growing, and I keep
adding.”

In addition to host-
ing the 4-H event, Brenda
Bartz has also had groups
from the Stockbridge-Mun-
see Elderly Services take
classes.

“It’s open to anyone,”
she said. “We’ve had office
Christmas parties, and
other parties for people
to get together and work
on crafts. People can also
come to our open hours.”

More information about
the business can be found
on Facebook. Information
about 4-H in Shawano
County can be found at
fyi.extension.wisc.edu/
shawano4h.
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Predator hunter uses voice to create recorded calls

Predator hunting guide
and hunter Matt McHugh
has fooled up to 24 coyotes
in one night to be toppled
by clients. His best single
setup in North Dakota saw
nine coyotes fall, and his
best in Wisconsin dropped
six song dogs.

The real skill nobody
can match is his natural
voice, duplicating dozens of
predator and prey sounds
that are so good, electronic
call maker FOXPRO records
him for their calls.

Call him the Pavarotti of
predator sounds.

Members of the Clin-
tonville Bow Hunters were
treated to three of his
hair-raising sounds Feb. 22
during their annual ban-
quet in Marion, where the
37-year-old New London
man shared his astounding
hunting success and world
champion voice calling.

“I grew up coon hunting
with dogs (starting around
age 7),” he said. “I was coon
hunting as soon as I could
walk and carry a flashlight.
Hunting predators is going
to teach you how to hunt
anything better. You need
to understand what makes
them tick.”

Coyotes are his main
quarry, as there are few
restrictions on hunting
them in most states (they
can be hunted year-round
in Wisconsin), and they
are known to prey on deer,
which of course makes

Matt McHugh, of New London, a predator hunter and guide, kills about 400 coyotes a year with his custom rifles
equipped with thermal scopes and suppressors. But his real talent is imitating predator and prey calls with only his
mouth. FOXPRO game calls uses his recorded calls in their digital machines.

Ross

Bielema
Columnist

them extremely unpopular
in this state. He averages
400-450 coyotes a year in
multiple states.

To say he takes his hunt-
ing and guiding seriously
is an understatement. He
displayed four of his custom
.22 Creedmoor bolt-action
rifles used with his clients.
They are fitted with thermal
scopes and suppressors,

making lights and ear pro-
tection unnecessary.

Wisconsin has a quirky
law that prohibits using
lights to locate predators
(the light can only be used
to make the shot), but the
thermal scopes eliminate
this problem. The rifles sit
atop rock-solid tripods for
shots most hunters probably
wouldn’t attempt, thanks to
rangefinding reticles dialed
in to the ballistics of the
hand-loaded cartridges.

He has about $11,000 in-
vested in each rifle package
and carries $8,800 thermal
binoculars to ensure proper
target identification and

ROSS BIELEMA

coordinate up to four hunt-
ers firing in unison at the
same coyote. It is all about
efficiency, he explains. He
wants his clients to leave
with lasting memories of

a successful hunt, but like
all hunting, there are no
guarantees.

“One hundred to 180
(yards) is my happy place,”
he told the group of spell-
bound hunters. “Six hun-
dred yards is a chip shot.”

His incredible voice first
learned to sing karaoke.

To get coon dog puppies
excited, he learned to mimic
the sounds of raccoons.

He then learned to imitate

the sounds of dying rabbits
(a predator caller’s most
common choice) and later
the sounds of both male and
female coyotes, foxes and
more.

He won back-to-back
World Predator Calling
Championships in 2013 and
2014 in Waco, Texas, where
judges could request up to
65 different animal sounds.
McHugh explained and
demonstrated the differ-
ences between the non-
aggressive female coyote
call (which can readily draw
males to the gun) and ag-
gressive male calls (which
can often spook males
and females) during the
banquet.

One of the judges at the
contest, Steve Dillon, took
an interest in McHugh'’s
talents, because his family
owns FOXPRO, one of the
leaders in electronic game
calls. In the old days, game
call pioneers like the Burn-
ham brothers used actual
animals to record their calls,
but those practices have
been abandoned. Instead,
McHugh travels to Penn-
sylvania where FOXPRO
records his mimicry for
the callers that are sold
nationwide.

The callers sell for
$200-$1,500 and can hold
hundreds of digital sounds
for hunting everything from
crows and snow geese to
four-legged predators.

Don’t play an e-caller

or blow a mouth call for

20 minutes at a time, he
advised. Instead, try short
bursts of two to eight sec-
onds at a time. If your target
animal doesn’t show up in
15 minutes, move to another
spot.

Wind is everything, and
no cover scents will fool a
crafty coyote’s nose. Don’t
slam truck doors, and in
general, get as high up as
you can. Set the call 125-150
yards away to catch a cir-
cling animal.

To see McHugh
among the FOXPRO field
staff, go to www.gofox-
pro.com/community/
foxpro-field-staff.

He’s been a guide for
13 years and charges about
$250 per hunter for his ser-
vices, which includes use of
his rifles, ammo and callers.
If you’re lucky, he might
even use his voice.

He also runs Moondog
Madness coyote hunting
contests in multiple states.
They recently wrapped up
a contest in Dale, where 13
three-person teams brought
in dozens of coyotes (the
winning team harvested 34
animals in two rounds).

You can contact him
through the Moondog
Madness or Matt McHugh
Facebook pages.

Ross Bielema is a freelance writer from
New London and owner of Wolf River
Concealed Carry LLC. Contact him at
Ross@wolfriverccw.com

Public Auction at

Yoap’s Auction Gallery
6234 Duame Road, Lena, WI
Stiles Junction (Jct of Hwys 141 & 22)

Sunday, March 16: 10am

Antiques, Furniture & Collectibles Pyrex mix-
ing bowls in Primary colors, Jars of old Marbles, “Sultry Awakening” sculpture by
Sara Sever, Carved Ebony Arican Warrior sculpture, Shirley Temple picture,
Shirley Temple cobalt pitcher, August 1969 original poster & ticket to Woodstock,
King Conch shell, Humpback steamer trunk, 6ft Walnut Buffet, French Country
armchairs, Walnut dining set, Wood credenza, Chest of Drawers with African hand-
carving, Maple vanity, Assorted small tables & stands, Antique chairs, 1972 Coca-
Cola tray, Bronze & Brass elephants, Baby elephant statue, Giraffe pair, Wooden
giraffe, Crosley table jukebox, Carved camel saddle, “The Honeymooners” cookie
jar & Videos, Ant. German lusterware, Moorish tapestry, Guardian K1 wheelchair,
“Cherry Blossom” Pink Depression glass, Bleick’s ice cream container, Primitive
farm table, “Blues Brothers” statues, Couplux espresso machine, Proctor Silex
coffee maker w/ K-cup adapter, Ice Cream Machine, Western 5gal crock, Novels &
Childrens books, 100 yr old Books, Bartesian cocktail mixer, Drink cooler, File
cabinets, Food dehydrator, West Bend popcorn cart, Gallery art prints, 1950’s ma-
ple vanity, Playskool toys, Little Tikes car, Pink plush Appaloosa rocking horse,
Chicco & Bugaboo strollers, Collector Monopoly edition, Board games, Ant.
School desk, Tea kettle, Collection of Lunch Boxes, Metal barn lunch box, Brett
Favre bobbleheads, Packer Mini-helmets & stadium seats, Vortex R/C buggy, Ant.
Oak floor Victrola, 1950’s shadow box, Drum table, 1800’s milk can, Bushel bas-
kets, Washtubs, Wash wringer on stand, Photo frames, Over Twice cold press
Juicer, Koblenz floor scrubber, Cast iron griddle, Handmade milk pail, Rolling pin,
Carved wood Duck decoys, Carved wood goose decoy, Wooden Shoe-shine chair,
Brass fireplace tools, First Act ME219 short-scale Elec. Guitar, Peavey Blazer 158
amp, HP & Brother all-in-one printers, Clear Acrylic chairs, Lg. turquoise planters,
Disney Maleficent plush doll, Halloween Trick or Treat bags, New Ball canning jars,
Fagus back stretcher machine, BetterSub 16, 20 & 300z Tumbler Mug heat press
machine, New bed sheets, Room rug, Leather swivel Desk Chair, LED panel light,
VeGue karaoke machine w/ Bluetooth speaker, Cuisinart 14cup Food Processor,
Elec wine-corker, Kwikset keyless entry lock, Aivituvin AIR100 Pet hutch, Bissell
Little Green portable scrubber, Granite kitchen sink, IronCK bookshelf, Upstreman
mini-fridge, HDTV antenna, New Ariat 8 1/2 boots, Size 12 Cabelas Instinct boots
Tools & Yard Items DeWalt 200PSI portable air compressor, AirCat 3/4” Im-
pact, Ryobi 40V cordless Chainsaw, Legend 8” gas posthole digger, 10x30 Tent,
LED light bar, New mailbox posts, Ridgid 6gal Shop Vac, Ridgid ProGear toolbox,
Mr. Heater LP Mushroom Heater, Einhell 18V cordless Drill, Grinder, Hedger, Prun-
er & 36V Leaf Blower, Diamondplate Trailer toolbox, Ryobi 4” hand held Tile Saw,
New transmission cooler, Cabelas 12” vacuum sealer, New Ram seat covers,
25x50ft Pool Cover, Portable charcoal grill, Picnic basket, Cane poles, Shake-
speare Firebird rod & reel, Boss boat speakers, Ant steel wagon, Helmets, Battery

backups, Carbon Express arrows, Droyd Romper elec Trike, 8.5’ Telescopic ladder
Terms of Sale: Cash or Check 5.5% Sales Tax. RWAC #480 Col. Len Yoap, RWA 338

11149 Ledge Lane, Coleman, Wi 54112 More Info at www.yoapandyoap.com

YOAP & YOAP Auction & Real Estate (920) 604-1704
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IN THE KITCHEN WITH FRANCESCA

X marks the spot with Irish soda bread, which tastes excellent with butter and strawberry jam.

Soda bread, pinwheels tasty for holiday

St. Patrick’s Day is com-
ing up March 17. This holi-
day is celebrated by many,
regardless of Irish ancestry.
In the United States, this
day is often associated with
corned beef and cabbage,
drinking and parades, but
who was St. Patrick?

St. Patrick was actually
born in Britain around the
year 387 A.D. Captured
by Irish raiders when he
was 14, he spent six years
as a slave in Ireland. He
escaped back to Britain
and became a Catholic
priest and bishop. He then
returned to Ireland and
converted much of Ireland
to the Catholic faith.

There are many legends
associated with St. Patrick,
one of the most notable be-
ing how he drove all snakes
out of Ireland. He also used
a three-leaf clover to teach
the people of Ireland the
truth of the Blessed Trinity;
this is why a three-leaf clo-
ver is also associated with
this day.

Our family has its own
little traditions for this day.
We make Irish soda bread
and St. Pat’s pinwheels.

We started these traditions
when my sisters and I were
old enough to bake. Despite
St. Patrick’s Day occur-
ring during Lent, we still
wanted to honor St. Patrick
by making the day special.

Irish soda bread is a
quick bread that requires

4 cups flour
1tsp. baking soda

1egg

Francesca
Ullmer

Columnist

SUPER SIMPLE IRISH SODA BREAD

2 tsp. salt
1 cup raisins or dried currants (optional)

13/4 cups buttermilk 2 tbsp. melted butter
Preheat the oven to 400 degrees. Whisk together the flour, salt, sugar, baking soda,
and raisins. In a medium bowl, beat the egg and the buttermilk. Add the melted
butter and stir to combine. Add the liquid ingredients to the dry ingredients and
stir with a rubber spatula until combined. Mixture will be sticky. Grease a cast iron
skillet (or other similarly sized baking dish) with softened butter. Set aside. Lightly
flour your hands and sprinkle a little flour over the sticky dough ball. Use your hands
to scrape the dough from the sides of the bowl, adding more flour as needed, and
quickly shape the dough into a ball. Knead lightly if necessary. Transfer to prepared
skillet. Sprinkle with a little more flour. Use a sharp knife to make a deep X across
the top of the dough ball. Place in oven and bake for 30-35 minutes or until lightly
golden and bottom sounds hollow when tapped. Remove from oven, transfer to
cooling rack, and let cool for 15 minutes before slicing. Store in an airtight bag at
room temperature for 3-4 days or freeze it for up to 2-3 months.

no yeast. It rises from the
combination of buttermilk
and baking soda. It is basi-
cally a moist biscuit with
raisins. We try a different
recipe every year. This
year, I was looking up
recipes on the computer
and saw this recipe that
said super simple. I decided
to try it, having never made
Irish soda bread before.

It was really easy to
make and tastes great with
butter and strawberry jam.
The recipe did call for a 9-
or 10-inch cast iron skillet.

I believe the one that my
family has is a 12-inch. I still
used it since cast iron bakes
bread amazingly well.

So, the bread that I made
spread out more than is
probably normal. If you use
the right size pan, the bread
will most likely be taller.
Other recipes I looked at
mentioned that a glass pie
pan will also work. Do not
forget to cut the X on the
top of the bread; this en-
sures that the middle of the
bread will cook completely.

Our other tradition is
St. Pat’s pinwheels. These
cookies are delicious. They
are also a real pain to make.

1tbsp. sugar

FRANCESCA ULLMER

St. Patrick’s pinwheels is flavored with peppermint extract and contrasts
perfectly with the buttery vanilla taste of the plain dough.

This is because the dough
is so sticky. Make sure that
when making these cook-
ies there is room in your
freezer. Any time that the
dough gets too unmanage-
able, stick it in the freezer
for a few minutes. The cold
does help. Remember, even
if they look a little funny
they still taste good.

The green part of the
dough is flavored with
peppermint extract, and
contrasts perfectly with
the buttery vanilla taste of

11/4 cups granulated sugar

3 cups flour

ST. PAT'S PINWHEELS

1/4 cup light corn syrup or regular pancake syrup
3/4 tsp. baking powder
1/2 tsp. salt  1/2 tsp. peppermint extract

Place the sugar and butter in a large bowl. Using a stand-up mixer with a paddle
attachment, beat the sugar and butter at medium speed until well blended. Add
the eggs, syrup, and vanilla; beat until well blended and fluffy. Whisk the flour,
baking powder, baking soda, and salt together. Add gradually to the butter mix-
ture, beating at low speed until well mixed. Place half the dough into a medium
bowl, and stir in the peppermint extract, desired amount of green food coloring,
and 1/2 to 1 Tbsp. of flour to offset the extra liquid. Wrap each dough in plastic
wrap and pat into a flattened disk. Refrigerate several hours or until firm. Sprinkle
about 1tbsp. of flour on a large sheet of waxed paper. Place peppermint dough on
the floured paper; flatten slightly with hands. Place another sheet of waxed paper
on top, and roll dough into a 14-by-9-inch rectangle. Set aside. Repeat with plain
dough. Remove top sheet of waxed paper from both doughs. Invert plain dough
onto peppermint dough, aligning edges carefully. Trim if necessary. Remove
waxed paper from plain dough. Roll dough tightly in jelly-roll fashion starting
with long side, removing the rest of the waxed paper during rolling. Wrap the
roll in waxed paper; freeze at least 30 minutes or until very firm. Heat oven to
375 degrees. Remove roll from freezer; cut into 3/8 inch-thick slices. Place slices
2inches apart on an ungreased baking sheet. Bake for 6-9 minutes or until edges
of cookies are very lightly browned. Do not overbake. Cool 2 minutes on baking
sheet. Remove to cooling rack to cool completely.

FRANCESCA ULLMER

the plain dough. Honestly,
these cookies taste so good
it is worth the hassle. Do
not get turned off by the
idea of peppermint extract
in these cookies. I was
skeptical at first, too, but
now, as in the words of Oli-
ver Hardy, “I have nothing
to say.”

Francesca Ullmer, the second child of
a large homeschooled family, is from
the Krakow area. She enjoys baking,
reading, knitting, raising goats, and
entering numerous items in the Oconto
County Fair.

1stick butter 2 eggs
1tbsp. vanilla
1/2 tsp. baking soda

Green food coloring
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SHAWANO: Boost Your
Brain and Memory, 9-10:30
a.m., ADRC of the Wolf River
Region, W7327 Anderson Ave.
A holistic approach to improv-
ing brain health. Final week of
eight-week class, enrollment
limited to 12 people; register
by calling Ericka at 715-526-
4712.

SURING: World Day of
Prayer, 10 a.m., Our Re-
deemer’s Lutheran Church,
11015 County Road M. Hosted
by Hickory United Methodist
Church.

PULASKI: Wicka's Jam
Session, 2-6 p.m., Wicka's Bar,
137 S. St. Augustine St. Casimir
Pulaski Days event.

SHAWANO: Lenten Fish
Fry, 4-7 p.m., Sacred Heart
Catholic Parish and School, 124
E. Center St. Cod, fries, bread,
beverages, non-fish food op-
tions available. $20 adults, $8
age 12 and under.

OCONTO: Fish Fry, 4-7 p.m.,
Holy Trinity Parish, 300 Arbu-
tus Ave. Adults $13, children
6-12 $7, 6 and under free.
50/50 and cash raffles.

WITTENBERG: “Trouble at
the Tropicabana,” a murder
mystery dinner theater pro-
duction by Crossroads Com-
munity Theatre. Doors open
at 5:30 p.m. with dinner at 6
p.m., WOWSPACE, 114 Vinal
St. Tickets $45 per person,
available at Sentry Foods or by
calling 715-253-3525. Choice
of chicken or fish for plated
dinner service.

SURING: Recovery Talking
Circle, 6-8 p.m. South Branch
Community Center, W1281
County Road M.

PULASKI: Friday Night Polka
Delight, 7-11 p.m., Mountain
Bay Bar and Grill, 104 S. Wis-
consin St. Casimir Pulaski Days
event.

SATURDAY, MARCH 8

SHAWANO: Cabin Fever Craft
Fair, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Shawano
Civic Center, 225 S. Main St.
Handmade craft items and free
admission.

SHAWANO: Maple Syrup
Snowshoe Hike, 9:30 a.m. to
noon, Sugar Shack Trails, N7061
Ash Road. Hosted by Shawano
Pathways. Arrive at least 15
minutes before the start of the
hike to register, get gear on and
meet the guide. All hikes are
free, but donations are appreci-
ated.

NAVARINO: Thin Bunny Craft,
9 a.m. to noon, Navarino Nature
Center, W5646 Lindsten Road.
Easy guided class to paint,
decorate and personalize a
bunny decoration. Members
$25, non-members $30.

PULASKI: Open House, 10
a.m. to 2 p.m., Pulaski Museum,
129 W. Pulaski St. Puzzles for
Pints kids event 11a.m. to 1p.m.

SHAWANO: Cornhole
Tournament, 11 a.m., Shawano
Lake Golf Course, W5714 Lake
Drive. Double elimination,
$30 per team, maximum 30
teams, 100% payout to top
four teams. Registration 10
a.m.

GRESHAM: American Legion
Meat Raffle, 5 p.m., Legion Hall,
951 Main St. 50/50 drawing

WITTENBERG: “Trouble at the
Tropicabana,” a murder mys-
tery dinner theater production
by Crossroads Community The-
atre. Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
with dinner at 6 p.m., WOW-
SPACE, 114 Vinal St. Tickets $45
per person, available at Sentry
Foods or by calling 715-253-
3525. Choice of chicken or fish

for plated dinner service.

SHAWANO: Live Comedy:
Tom Clark, 6:30 p.m., Stubborn
Brothers Brewery Crescent Ball-
room, 220 S. Main St. Opening
act Steph Clark 7 p.m., Tom
Clark 7:30 p.m. $20 in advance,
$25 at the door, includes one
drink ticket.

PULASKI: Casimir Pu-
laski Days Big Dance, 7-11 p.m.,
Scolly's Hometown Ballroom,
149 W. Pulaski St.

SUNDAY, MARCH 9

KRAKOW: Casimir Polish
Hearty Brunch, 10 a.m.to 1p.m.,
St. Casimir Catholic Church,
W146 Park St. Casimir Pulaski
Days finale.

MONDAY, MARCH 10

OCONTO: Masonic Pine
Lodge 188 dinner, 6 p.m., 513
Superior Ave. Open to family,
friends and interested guests,
followed by Master Mason pri-
vate meeting at 7 p.m. For info,
contact the lodge secretary at
920-373-0950.

SHAWANO: Recovery talking
circle, 6-8 p.m., First Presbyte-
rian Church, Room 4,100 W.
Presbyterian St. Information:
Dallas Gast, 715-701-5388 or
dallasgast8@gmail.com.

TUESDAY, MARCH 11

WABENO: Free Veterans
Breakfast, 9:30 a.m., American
Legion Hall, 4494 N. Branch
St. Coffee ready 9 a.m. Chef's
choice, hosted by Donna and
Vicki, 715-889-3731.

KESHENA: Recovery talking
circle, 6-8 p.m. Omaegnome-
newak Wetohkatikamek Cen-
ter, 2700 Mianaceqtawak Road.
Information: Mindy Thunder at
715-799-3835 or mthunder@
mitw.org.

SHAWANO: Shawano Path-
ways monthly meeting, 6-8
p.m., Shawano Civic Center, 225
S. Main St. Use the entrance off
Washington Street.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12

KESHENA: Recovery talking
circle, 6-8 p.m. Omaegnome-
newak Wetohkatikamek Cen-
ter, 2700 Mianaceqtawak Road.
Information: Mindy Thunder at
715-799-3835 or mthunder@
mitw.org.

POUND: North Country Kick-
ers line dance lessons, 6:30-9
p.m., Equity Hall, W7403 State
Highway 64. $5 admission.
Playing a variety of music. Ev-
eryone welcome. For informa-
tion, call Nancy 920-829-6316
or Charles 920-606-4370.

THURSDAY, MARCH 13

SHAWANO: Chili to Go, 11
a.m. to 6 p.m., Peace United
Church of Christ, 208 E. Maurer
St. Quart of chili with crackers
$9. Bake sale and raffles.

OCONTO: Jacob's Well —
Oconto All Community small
group Bible study, 2:30 p.m.
The Shop On Main (rear
conference annex), 821 Main
St. Information at jacobswellgb.
org.

SHAWANO: Shawano Com-
munity High School Jazz Band,
7 p.m., Stubborn Brothers
Brewery, 220 S. Main St.

ABRAMS: “Godspell,” 7 p.m.,
Nancy Byng Community The-
ater, 5852 Maple St., presented
by Abrams Spotlight Produc-
tions Inc. Adults $19, senior
citizens, youths and veterans
$17. abramstheater.com

BOWLER: Native American
Talking Circle, 7-9 p.m., Mohi-
can Family Center, N8605 Oak
St. Information: Yvonne Burr,
715-326-0891.
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Whiting, Huffman repeat as state champs

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Six of the seven area
girls who competed at
the WIAA state wrestling
meet placed in the top six,
and two returned home as
champions - again.

Lena junior Taylor
Whiting is state champion
again after pinning Neen-
ah junior Kylee Kurszews-
ki in 1:13 in the title match
of the 114-pound weight
class.

Wittenberg-Birnam-

wood sophomore Brooke
Huffman pinned Kiley
Georgel of Luxemburg-
Casco in 33 seconds to win
the 185-pound weight class
Crown.

At 152 pounds, Bonduel
senior Madalyn Sokolski

placed second, losing the
title match 14-0 to Isabelle
Olesen of Oak Creek.
Pulaski’s Harlow Ske-
nadore placed third in the
145-pound weight class.
The sophomore pinned
Katelyn Nosbisch of Black

River Falls in 1:21.

Taking fifth place at 165
was Bonduel sophomore
Alisha Berg.

She pinned Amerrah
Kayon of Shoreland Lu-
theran in 3:21.

At 138, Pulaski junior

Leah Kapla placed sixth.
In the fifth-place match,
she lost 7-0 to Natalie
Poplawski of New Berlin
West/Eisenhower.

Bonduel’s Madelyn
Hert competed at 185 but
did not place.

Shawano, Bonduel,
Witt-Birn girls advance
to WIAA sectionals

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

March1l

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood 55, Seymour 44

Melaina Granquist
scored 22 points and Rory
Salvesen dropped in 17 as
Wittenberg-Birnamwood
won its regional title with
a 55-44 win over Seymour.

“Very proud of this
group tonight,” coach
Nick Mechelke said. “We
couldn’t put it all together
tonight. We made our
runs, and then Seymour
would come right back.
We just couldn’t put them
away. This time of year,
you just need to find a way,
and that’s what we did.”

Salvesen led the
Chargers with two assists.
Granquist had 11 rebounds,
and Faith Resch had seven
steals.

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood was scheduled to
play against Florence at
Oconto Falls on March 6
with the sectional finals set
for March 8 at Seymour.

Bonduel 55, Auburn-
dale 36

The Bears broke the
game open in the second
half, defeating Auburndale
55-36 for the regional title.

The Bears were led
by Audrey Weier with 12
points and Tatum Sporisky
with 11.

Bonduel was scheduled
to play St. Mary Catholic
at Brillion on March 6.
The sectional final will be
March 8 at Oconto Falls.

Shawano 54, Fox Val-
ley Lutheran 31

Shawano, 20-5 overall,
dominated Fox Valley
Lutheran 54-31 to win the
regional title.

The Hawks were sched-
uled to play Marinette at
Pulaski on March 6. The

Emery Thompson brings the ball up court against Weyauwega-Fremont in
WIAA regional action. Bonduel won 60-42 to advance to the sectional finals

against Auburndale.

sectional finals will be
March 8 at Mosinee.

Freedom 60, Menomi-
nee Nation 42

Freedom held a slim
four-point lead at halftime
but opened it up in the
second half en route to a
60-42 win in the regional
finals.

Urijih Reevis led the
Eagles with 19 points.

The Eagles, 13-12 over-
all, finished the season in
third place in the Central
Wisconsin East Confer-
ence with a 7-7 record.

Reevis led the team
with 18.1 points per game.
She was joined by Aaliyah
Corn with 8.4 and Lena
Waukau with 6.5.

Natalie Peters averaged

BELLA ROBERTS

8.0 rebounds per game,
and Reevis notched 7.2.

Reevis also led with 2.6
assists per game; Peters
had 1.9.

Marinette 50, Pulaski
28

Pulaski didn’t have a
player score in double
digits as Ashley Servais led
the team with nine in its
50-28 loss to Marinette for
the regional title.

The Red Raiders fin-
ished the season at 8-18,
including a 4-14 mark
in the Fox River Classic
Conference.

Sprangers led the team
with 10.7 points per game,
with Servais at 9.6 and Lily
Urben at 5.9.

Feb. 28

Bonduel's Tatum Sprosky looks for an open player in the Bears' 60-42 WIAA regional semifinal win over Weyauwe-
ga-Fremont. Sprosky and Audrey Weier led Bonduel with five assists each. Bonduel would go on to win the regional
title against Auburndale and was scheduled to play March 6 in the sectional semifinal against St. Mary. Catholic.

Shawano 71, Antigo 13

Shawano’s victory
was never in doubt as the
Hawks crushed Antigo
71-13 in a WIAA regional
game.

Leah Nordin led Sha-
wano with 18 points, Jadyn
Brown scored 10. Ella
Stuber had nine points, all
on 3-pointers.

Creden Weisnicht led

the Hawks with seven re-
bounds. Marissa Tomashek
and Trinity Popelka each
had three assists, and Nor-
din had four steals.
Pulaski 38, Luxem-
burg-Casco 34 (OT)
Pulaski used a 10-6
overtime period to win
its regional game over
Luxemburg-Casco 38-34.
Olivia Sprangers led the

BELLA ROBERTS

Red Raiders with 12 points.

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood 66, Oconto Falls 52

Oconto Falls played
tough against Wittenberg-
Birnamwood, but the Char-
gers played tougher and
ended the Panthers season
after winning 66-52.

GIRLS BASKETBALL,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Falk, Trepanier lead boys wrestlers at state wrestling meet

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Jack Falk, a sophomore
from Pulaski, placed
second in the WIAA state
wrestling meet’s Division
1106-pound weight class.

In the title match, he
lost to Union Grove’s
Camden Rugg.

Three Oconto Falls
wrestlers finished either
second or third.

Senior Nick Trepanier
finished second in the D2
175-pound weight class.
In the title match, he lost
16-2 to Micah Kuchta of
Coleman.

Oconto Falls sopho-

more Isaiah Holtz placed
third in the 113 class in
Division 2. He defeated
Kaiden Hahn of St. Croix
Falls 13-6 in the third-
place match.

Teammate Cole Bozile,
a senior, placed third in
the D2 138-pound class. He
won on a 10-0 major deci-

sion of Antonio Sowell of
Amery.

Ben Miller, a junior at
Wittenberg-Birnamwood,
placed fourth in the D2
144-pound class. In the
match for third place, he
lost 5-0 to Louis Hock of
Wrightstown.

Bonduel’s Colin

Fischer, a senior, placed
fifth in the 165 class in Di-
vision 3. He won 7-4 over
Nolen Waldner of Ithaca/
Weston in the fifth-place
match.

Also competing but not
placing were Broc Am-
brosius, D1, 138, Pulaski
senior; Dane Hodkiewicz,

D2, 120, Shawano ju-

nior; Max Peterson, D3,
150, Lena junior; Mason
Taylor, D1, 157, Pulaski
junior; Andy Servais, D1,
190, Pulaski senior; Dalton
Fletcher, D2, 120, W-B
sophomore; and Devin
Wudtke, D2, 138, W-B
junior.
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GIRLS BASKETBALL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

Rory Salvesen led the
Chargers with 28 points
including four 3-pointers.
Harper Rogowski scored 15
points, and Melaina Gran-
quist added another 13.

Granquist led the
team with five rebounds,
Salvesen had three assists,
and Kylee Beversdorf had
four steals.

The Panthers end the
season at 11-15 overall after
finishing 8-10 in the North
Eastern Conference.

Rylie shallow led Ocon-
to Falls with 16.0 points
per game, followed by
Maddy Maloney with 11.5
and Ella Jahnke with 9.0.

Jahnke pulled down an
average of 10.8 rebounds
per game, and Maloney
had 5.9.

Shallow also led with
2.2 assists per game; Malo-
ney had 1.2.

Bonduel 60, Weyau-
wega-Fremont 42

Bonduel was led by
Audrey Jacobs’ 14 points
and Audrey Weier’s 11
in its 60-42 win over
Weyauwega-Fremont.

Weier led the Bears
with six rebounds. Weier
and Tatum Sporisky each
had five assists. Jayla
Reinke, Cierra Schnell
and Allison Zernicke each
recorded three steals.

Menominee Nation
59, Tomahawk 26

The Eagles put the
clamps on the Hatchets
early and never let up in a
59-26 win.

Menominee Nation led
Tomahawk 36-8 at half-
time and outscored their
opponents 23-18 in the
second half.

Urijih Reevis led
Menominee Nation with 21
points, with Lena Waukau
adding 10.

Aaliyah Corn had eight
rebounds, Reevis had
five assists, and Corn had
seven steals.

Green Bay NEW
Lutheran/Providence
Academy 56, Lena 48

Lena will not return to
the state tournament after
losing 56-48 to Green Bay
NEW Lutheran/Provi-
dence Academy in region-
al action.

Kali Fischer led Lena
with 15 points, and Eva
Brooks had 14.

Madilyn Thomson
pulled down 13 rebounds.
Thomson and Maddy

Oconto Falls' Ella Jahnke (10) can't stop Wittenberg-Birnamwood's Melaina Granquist (42) from scoring in WIAA
TINA BACON

sectional action.

Kushner each dished out
three assists, and Abby
Kostreva and Haley Van
Ark each had three steals.

Lena was the Mari-
nette & Oconto Confer-
ence champion with a 15-1
mark while finishing 22-3
overall.

Thomson led the Eagles
with 16.3 points per game,
followed by Brooks with
16.2 and Fischer with 11.1.

Brooks pulled down an
average of 9.6 rebounds
per game, and Thomson
recorded 9.4.

Thomson also led
with 3.6 assists per game.
Brooks recorded 3.1.

Florence 39, Gillett 38

Florence pulled out a
one-point win, 39-38, over
Gillett to end the Tigers
season.

Gillett, 20-5 overall, was
in second place with a 12-4
record in the Marinette &
Oconto Conference.

Cilena Guns led the
Tigers with 13.9 points per

game, followed by Audrey
Pate with 9.9 and Hope
Soper with 9.6.

Guns also set the pace
with 7.8 rebounds per
game, while Pate had 6.4.

Soper led with 2.8 as-
sists per game; Maggie
Kaczmarek averaged 2.3
per game.

Feb. 25

Oconto Falls 60,

Peshtigo 42

Oconto Falls was the
only local team to win
in the opening round of
WIAA playoff action, cap-
turing a 60-42 victory over
No. 8 seed Peshtigo.

The No. 9 seed Pan-
thers advanced to the next
round and will take on No.
1 seed Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood, which has not lost
all season.

Crivitz 53, Marion/
Tigerton 36

The Marion/Tigerton
season ended with a 53-36
loss to Crivitz.

The No. 11 seed Mus-
tangs traveled to No. 6 for
the first round of WIAA
regional action.

Marion/Tigerton,
which finished 4-2 and
in second place in the
Central Wisconsin North
Conference, was 15-10
overall.

Green Bay NEW
Lutheran/Providence
Academy 50, Suring 30

The No. 8 seed Suring
Eagles lost 50-30 to No. 9
seed Green Bay NEW Lu-
theran/Providence Acad-
emy in WIAA regional
action.

Suring’s year ended
with a 4-12 record in the
Marinette & Oconto Con-
ference and 11-14 overall.

According to wissports.
net, Bunny Cramer led the
Eagles this year with an
average of 17.0 points per
game, followed by Paige
Pommerich with 7.7 and
Emma Kristof with 6.6.

Ellayna Skarban aver-
aged 7.2 rebounds per

game, and Cramer had 4.3.

In assists per game, it
was Kristof with 2.6 and
Cramer with 2.4.

Oneida Nation 90,
Bowler 31

Bowler finished the sea-
son with an overall mark
of 4-16 after its 90-31 loss
to Oneida Nation in WIAA
regional action.

Bowler was seeded No.
13 and Oneida Nation was
No. 4 in the Division 5
Sectional 2.

The Panthers finished
0-6 and in last place in the
four-team Central Wiscon-
sin North Conference.

Florence 52, Gresham
23

Gresham was out-
matched by Florence in its
52-23 loss in the first round
of the WIAA playoffs.

Gresham, winners of
the Central Wisconsin
North Conference with a
5-1 mark and 11-12 overall,
was seeded 10th. Flor-
ence was seeded seventh
and advanced to the next
round to take on Gillett.

According to wissports.
net, Lexi Baddmoccasin-
Barnes led Gresham
during the year with an
average of 12.6 points per
game. She was followed
by Janay Pecore-Kirkland
with 6.8 and Allie Cerveny
with 5.8.

Pecore-Kirkland aver-
aged 8.4 rebounds per
game, and Emily Jensen
had 6.9.

Baddmoccasin-Barnes
led with 4.3 assists per
game; Grace Haffner aver-
aged 1.8.



PAGE 16 * NEW MEDIA = www.newmedia-wi.com * FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 2025

How

BY MIRIAM NELSON
Correspondent

Fresh off winning the Central
Wisconsin Conference East title,
having fun and the love of the sport
seems to be the secret to the suc-
cess of the Wittenberg-Birnamwood
High School girls basketball team.
With an impressive 14-0 conference
mark, coach Nick Mechelke is look-
ing forward to seeing how far this
team will go.

“Our biggest strength is our
defense and the pressure that we
put on that teams have a hard time
dealing with,” Mechelke said. “We
are extremely quick and athletic,
and the other teams can’t handle.
We harass them to make mistakes
that end up in our favor.”

With three rounds of regionals,
two rounds of sectionals and then
the top four competing at state,
there are still a lot of games ahead.
Mechelke is confident this team has
what it takes to go far this season.

Melaina Granquist, junior, and
Faith Resch, senior, have been play-
ing basketball since middle school,
and Mechelke has been there the
whole time. His coaching philoso-
phy involves trying to keep the pas-
sion of basketball in the sport and
making it fun for them with the end

goal of being successful.

Going into these championship
games, Granquist, center, feels they
have a 100% chance of taking it all
the way to state.

“I just go in and play as hard as I
can and hope for the best,” she said.
Resch, guard, prepares for one

game at a time.

“I just go in thinking it’s just like
any other game and always put in as
much effort as I can and know that
I'll play as hard as I can and it’ll end
up as it’s supposed to in the end,”
she said.

Resch and Granquist are pre-
pared for whatever comes their
way, and that preparedness is due
in part to their exceptional atti-
tude and training. For Resch, each
school year has begun with swim-
ming, then basketball, then on to
track, then summer league and then
straight into strength and condition-
ing. Mechelke coaches Resch in
basketball and track.

Grangquist plays volleyball in the
fall and basketball in winter. She
contributes her success to extra
practice and participating in club
sports. She would like to turn pro
and is inspired by all the players
in the WNBA, noting they all work
hard to play at that level.

They each bring unique talents

far will Charger girls team go?

to the team.

At just 5 feet 4 inches, Resch uses
her speed to outrace her opponents.

Granquist, at 5 feet 11 inches,
finds most girls playing that posi-
tion are about the same height, so
she tries to consistently jump higher
and faster than her opponents and
get the ball to the right person.

In a normal game, they play
around eight or nine girls.

“Their strength is being quicker
and able to outrun their opponents,”
Mechelke said.”The defense is good
at throwing the other teams off their
game.”

Most of the team members have
been playing basketball together
since middle school. They have
been able to learn to depend on
each other over the years to work as
a well-oiled machine.

“I think just knowing each
other and getting each other out
of slumps and just having fun and
playing the best they possibly
can,” Resch said is the secret to
teamwork.

“We are very proud of our girls
on their accomplishments this year
and look forward to supporting
them with hopefully more contin-
ued success into the post season,”
added Superintendent Garrett
Rogowski.

Wittenberg-Birnamwood High School girls basketball coach Nick Mechelke stands
behind a pair of his star players, Faith Resch, left, and Melaina Granquist.
MIRIAM NELSON

Bay Area Ice Bears making return trip to state tournament

BY NEW MEDIA STAFF

Feb. 28

Bay Area 3, Fond du
Lac Warbirds 1

The Ice Bears punched

their ticket to the state
tournament with a 3-1
win over the Fond du Lac
Warbirds.

A scoreless first period
gave way to Bay Area’s

period.

three goals in the second

Rachael Beeck scored
at 1:28 with an Addison
Gady assist. Faye Brunke
scored at 2:34 with assists

from Tiana Stindt and
Emily Bill. Then, at 11:20,
Bill scored with Addison
Dahl and Julianne Bradford
assisting.

The Warbirds scored

their goal in the third
period.

The Ice Bears had 28
shots on goal. The War-
birds only managed six,
with Reese Spiering get-

ting five saves.

The Warbirds had
more penalties than shots
on goal, getting called for

HOCKEY, CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

Insurance Agent

Proud to be your only Locally Owned Agency in Shawano

Depend on an Independent

2023

AGENCY OF SHAWANOQ, INC
1207 E. GREEN BAY STREET « SHAWANO
715-526-6390 - 800-428-6390

Independence allows Hometown to compare
various insurance companies and recommend

only the best ones like Auto Owners
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Boys basketball regular season comes to an end

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Feb. 27

Bonduel 87, Weyau-
wega-Fremont 69

Bonduel finished the
2024-25 regular season a
perfect 14-0 in the Central
Wisconsin East Confer-
ence and 23-1 overall after
defeating Weyauwega-
Fremont 87-69.

Ryan Westrich scored

25 points with 12 rebounds.

Carter Moesch scored
another 21 points includ-
ing five 3-pointers. Cade
Johnson dished out 10
assists.

Quinn Wesenberg
contributed 13 points, and
Race Anvelink added 11.

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood 75, Manawa 55

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood finished the regular
season with a 17-7 mark af-
ter beating Manawa 75-55.

Zandyr Barke paced the
Chargers with 21 points
including four 3-pointers.
Jett Rogowski and Jaden
Clark each scored 16.

Gillett 67, St. Thomas
Aquinas Academy 64

Jesse DeBauch pounded
in 49 points in Gillett’s
67-64 win over St. Thomas
Aquinas Academy.

The two teams tied at
10-6 in the Marinette &
Oconto Conference. The
Tigers are 13-11 overall

HOCKEY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

seven infractions for 25
minutes, including five
minutes for checking from
behind (major) and 10
minutes for checking from
behind (misconduct), both
on the same player.

Bay Area, seeded No.],
was scheduled to play No.
4 seed Sun Prairie West
Co-op in a semifinal game
March 6. D.C. Everest, No.
2 seed, was set to play No.
3 seed Eau Claire North
Co-op. The winners of the
semifinal games will play
for the state champion-
ship at 3 p.m. March 8 in
Middleton.

Feb. 25

Bay Area 6, Lake-
shore Lightning 0

The Bay Area Ice Bears
won their first WIAA
playoff game, a 6-0 semi-
final shutout of Lakeshore
Lightning.

The Ice Bears tallied 14

at the end of the regular
season.

Little Chute 61,
Oconto Falls 24

JJ Pytleski scored 11
points in Oconto Falls’ 61-
24 loss to Little Chute.

The Panthers’ regular
season ends with a 10-8
North Eastern Conference
record and 14-10 overall.

Sheboygan North 99,
Pulaski 69

Pulaski’s 69 points were
spread among 11 players,
but the Red Raiders fell
drastically short in a 99-69
loss to Sheboygan North.

Colin Schultz led Pulas-
ki with 15 points, followed
by Dixon Holewinski with
12 and Joseph Mijal with
10.

Bryce Wotruba led the
team with four rebounds
and three steals, and
Schultz had two assists.

The Red Raiders are
10-8 in the Fox River Clas-
sic Conference and 13-11
overall.

Lena 55, Suring 44

Lena topped Suring
55-44 as both teams ended
the regular season with a
4-12 record in the Marinet-
te & Oconto Conference.

Lena is 9-14 overall, and
Suring is 7-16.

White Lake 68,
Bowler 34

Bowler’s 68-34 loss
to White Lake left the

Panthers with a 3-6 mark
in the Central Wisconsin
North Conference and 6-15
overall.

Tigerton 73, North-
land Lutheran 55

Tigerton’s regular sea-
son drew to a close with a
73-55 win over Northland
Lutheran.

Caleb Dahlstrom led
the Tigers with 16 points,
followed by James Brady
with 13 and Maverick Mass
with 10.

Brady pulled down 13
rebounds. Brady and Sam
Anheuser each had three
assists, and Brody Miller
had three steals.

Tigerton won the
Central Wisconsin North
Conference with a perfect
10-0 record. The Tigers
are 22-1 overall.

Gresham 64, Marion
60

Marion’s 64-60 loss to
Gresham left the Mustangs
winless in the Central
Wisconsin North Confer-
ence this season. At 0-10 in
league play, Marion is 3-21
overall.

Menasha 63, Shawano
[

Shawano’s regular sea-
son ended at home with a
63-61 loss to Menasha.

The Hawks finished at
4-10 in the Bay Conference
and 7-17 overall.

Shiocton 65, Menomi-

shots on goal in the first
period, and the Lightning
had seven, but neither
team found the back of the
net.

Scoring began in the
second period when the
Ice Bears connected on
three of their 13 shots on
goal.

Abby Monmaerts
scored at 1:05 with a
Rachael Beeck assist.
Addison Dahl followed
at 6:03 with assistance
from Julianne Bradford
and Tiana Stindt. The Ice
Bears’ third goal of the
period was recorded at
8:15 when Ava McDonald
scored with assists from
Aisling Buchan and Lily
Lyons.

Lakeshore only mus-
tered three shots on goal
in the period. The same
was true for their third-
period output.

Bay Area scored on
three of six shots on goal
in the third period.

Lyons scored at 3:47
with help from McDonald
and Mya Sheppard. Then,
Emily Bill scored twice,
first at 10:00 and again at
11:50. Faye Brunke assisted
on Bill’s first goal, while
she and Bradford assisted
on the second goal.

In the end, Bay Area
had 33 shots on goal. Lake-
shore had 13, with Reese
Spiering getting 13 saves.

The game was mostly
free of penalties, with
each team only called for
two infractions apiece for
four minutes.

The Warbirds are made
up of girls from St. Mary’s
Springs, Oshkosh, Omro,
Kewaskum, Campbell-
sport, Valders, Waupun,
Plymouth, Kohler and
Sheboygan.

nee Nation 62

Feb. 25

Tigerton 75, Crandon
62

Tigerton improved to
21-1 with its 75-62 win over
Crandon.

James Brady led the Ti-
gers, recording a double-
double with 20 points and
12 rebounds.

Caleb Dahlstrom scored
another 13 points, and Joey
Zimdars and Sam Anheus-
er had 10 each.

Brody Miller led the
team with five assists, and
Brady grabbed five steals.

Feb. 24

Bonduel 88, Peshtigo
32

Eleven Bonduel players

scored in the Bears 88-32
crushing of Peshtigo.

Leading in the scoring
was Quinn Wesenberg
with 28 points, includ-
ing six 3-pointers. Carter
Moesch sacred 13 points,
including a trio of 3-point-
ers, and Ryan Westrich
had 11.

Also scoring for the
Bears were Cade Johnson,
Cole Westphal, Mason
Zuleger, Griffin Uelmen,
Mason Ballwahn, Race
Anvelink, Sam Roberts
and Kody Schroeder.

Gillett 56, Suring 46

Suring slowly pulled
ahead in the second half
to defeat Gillett 56-46 in
M&O Conference play.

The Eagles were led
by Michael Bailey with 17
points, Taylor Booth Stof-
fregen with 13 and Parker
Haak with 10.

Jesse DeBauch led the
Tigers with 37 points.
Ryan Pensis chipped in
another 10.

Coleman 77, Lena 55

Despite 23 points
from Mason Spice, Lena
couldn’t stop Coleman in a
77-55 loss.

Shawano 72, Witten-
berg-Birnamwood 58

Almond-Bancroft 95,
Gresham 50

Valley Christian 76,
Marion 36

Menominee Nation
73, Crandon 58
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The Newsday Crossword
Edited by Stanley Newman (www.StanXwords.com)
CONDITIONALLY: Explained at 113-Down

by Billie Truitt

WWW.STANXWORDS.COM

03/02/25

CREATORS SYNDICATE © 2025 STANLEY NEWMAN
7

1

17 |18

ACROSS
1 Crunchy fruit
6 Image file format
9 Star soprano
13 Computer support grp.
19 Chill out
20 Water west of the UK
21 “Quit that!”
22 Evaluate anew
23 Comprehend
24 Factory manager
27 Decide you will
28 Small-scale thing
29 Sch. near Hollywood
30 “I rule!”
31 American bilingual blend
34 Seasonal hillside ride
36 Norse explorer
40 Internet destination
42 Extend across
46 Skilled practitioner
47 Winning steadily
50 Moody music genre
51 Not keeping out gusts
52 Dreamgirls Oscar winner
56 Slow tempo
57 Sentence in a script
58 NASA moon lander
59 Small-scale thing
60 Circular current
61 Don't agree to do
63 Dense hardwoods
65 British “white” landmark
69 Talk over
73 Increased quickly
74 Some ATM transactions
78 Data entered
79 Obamacare initials
82 Unsettles

83 Synagogue scroll
84 Local law enforcement
headquarters
88 Troop spirit
89 Chili __carne
90 Feed and protect
91 Uppercase character
92 Simpsons bus driver
94 Render unusable
95 Best source of party
merriment
99 Sail’'s support
101 Hard-to-accomplish
assignment
103 Modify
106 Those others
108 Dublin’s country
109 “Same here”
114 Apt applicant
117 Kidman'’s novelist Oscar role
118 Turmoil
119 Certain sushi serving
120 Special attention, for short
121 Princess Bride pirate
portrayer
122 Stones used for marbles
123 Till compartment
124 Devious
125 Beatle drummer

DOWN
1 Golden Fleece ship
2 Cop’s quarry
3 Real estate map
4 Have stamina
5 Shows, as something new
6 Major utility pipeline
7 “lt seems to me...”
8 Hurls

9 Summer hrs.
10 “We're here!”
11 Do a favor for
12 Freezer or fridge: Abbr.
13 Second-quality, as mdse.
14 Fiddler on the Roof father
15 Three-tone chords
16 No problem at all
17 Place for protons
18 Insignificant
25 Flaky pastry dough
26 Lent follower
32 Devoutly wish
33 Privy to
35 Wife of Jacob
36 Soup scooper
37 Miscalculated
38 “Try __see”
39 Grant's bill
41 Agenda listing
43 Joe of Goodfellas
44 Luigi’s love
45 Forbidden things
48 Nothing at all
49 Grapevine gossip
52 Brief moment, briefly
53 Sufficient, nonstandardly
54 Suffix for still or sweet
55 Disruptive noise
57 Floral necklaces
61 Treasure Isfand monogram
62 Dawn goddess
63 Celebratory nights
64 River bottom
65 Jump a queue
66 Japanese peak
67 Evil bat man, for short
68 Cruel character
69 '70s dance fad

119

123

70 __ water (facing punishment)
71 Paid out

72 Mongrel dog

74 Historian __ Kearns Goodwin
75 Muse of poetry

76 Western Pacific nation

77 Taco’s exterior

79 ltalian wine region

80 Had trust in

81 8. Sudan’s continent

83 First-quality

85 Collies’ coats
86 Tutti-__
87 Took a tumble
88 Long, thick hair
91 Rhythmic flow of speech
93 Brunch serving
96 Robert of The Sopranos
97 Forces (upon)
98 Jazz pianist Garner
100 Come to mind
102 More than sufficient

103 Blue-green

104 Respiratory organ

105 Scarlett O’Hara’s home

107 Tubular sandwich

110 Arias, for instance

111 What some quilts contain

112 Designer Cassini

113 Word pair in the seven
longest answers

115 US Army bases

116 Half-rectangle shapes

MORE OF STAN'S CROSSWORDS! Play FREE from Stan's archives of Easy, Hard and Sunday puzzles at: tinyurl.com/stan-newman-crosswords
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In Person or Call: 715-526-6188 « 715-526-2121
Monday thru Friday 9:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.
Online: classifieds@newmedia-wi.com

Ad Deadline: 3pm Thursday Prior

Services

Get DISH Satellite TV &
Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus
limited Time Up to $600 in

Gift Cards. Call Today!
1-844-897-8523 (WCAN)

Vehicles

MISCELLANEQUS FOR SALE

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO
SELL? .... GET RESULTS!
Affordable advertising that
fits your budget! Reach
OVER 300,000 homes! Place
your ad in MANY weekly
Wisconsin Shoppers &
Buyers' Guide papers for as
low as $36.00 Call today!
Publishers
Development Service, Inc.
(PDS, Inc.) 1-920-922-4864
www.pdsadnet.com

American Eskimo/Shelti
Cross Pups Fluffy/Friendly
Dewormed $60
715-223-4780

HOUSEROLD GOODS

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES TODAY with a
GENERAC Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive
a FREE 5-year warranty w/
qualifying purchase. Call 1-
877-626-1009 today to
schedule a free quote. it's not
just a generator. Its a power
move. (WCAN)

GET YOUR DEDUCTION
AHEAD OF THE YEAR-
END! Donate Your Car,
Truck or SUV to assist the
blind & visually impaired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup & secure a
generous year-end tax
credit. Call HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND today at!
844-374-3067 (WCAN)

HughesNet Satellite
Internet: 25 mbps starting at
$49.99/mo! Get More Data,
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST
download speeds. Wifi built

in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease
customers! Limited Time Call
1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

ELIMINATE GUTTER Services

CLEANING FOREVER!
LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military
Discounts.

Call 1-877-920-3533

JACUZZ| BATH REMODEL
Can install a new, custom
bath or shower in as little as
one day. For a limited time,
we're cutting installation
costs in half & offering a
FREE safety upgrade!
Additional terms apply.

CONNECT TO THE BEST
WIRELESS home Internet
with EarthLink. Enjoy speeds
from 5G & 4G LTE networks,
no contracts, easy
installation, & data plans up
to 300 GB. Call
844-223-7265 (WCAN)

MobileHelp, America's
Premier
Mobile Medical Alert
System. Whether you're
home or away, for safety and
Peace of Mind. No Long
Term Contracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today! 1-855-
491-0732 (WCAN)

AUSSIE DOODLE PUPS
Shots/Worm/VetCk Choc,
Merle & Parti $600-$800 715-
255-2661 (#269146)

DENTAL INSURANCE.
From Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Don't Wait!
Call now! Get your FREE
Dental
Information Kit with all the

CAVALIER KING CHARLES
PUPPIES Vet/wormed/shots
$300 715-223-0782

FOR SALE: ACA POODLE
Male 27 Ib DOB 4-25-18
Proven Breeder or great pet

UP TO $15,000 OF
GUARANTEED LIFE
INSURANCE! No medical
exam or health questions.
Cash to help pay funeral &

Subject to change and vary
be dealer. Offer ends 3/31/24
1-833-224-4977 (WCAN)

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE:
QUEEN MATTRESSES
FROM $199 40 Styles on

Display! All Sizes Avail.
PlymouthFurnitureWl.com
2133 Eastern Ave Plymouth
WI 920-892-6006 Open Daily
(WCAN)

REPLACE YOUR ROOF
w/the best looking & longest
lasting material, steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! 3 Styles &
multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer - up to
50% OFF Installation + Add'l
10% off install (for military,
health
workers & 1st responders)
Call Erie Metal Roofs
1-877-845-6606 (WCAN)

$250 Also Female Shiba Inu
pups Ready 4-24 Reserve
yours now $300
715-773-1778

MINI BERNEDOODLE
PUPPIES Shots/Vet ckd.
Dews/wormed $375-$750 No
Sun Calls 715-409-3321
(495932) (WCAN)

Moyen Poodle Pups $450
Samoyed Pups $550 Ready
to go 715-409-0533

details! 855-807-9516

www.dental50plus.com/wic

ommunity #6258 (WCAN)

Older AUSSIE DOODLE
PUPS Shots/Worm/Vet Can
Deliver $250 715-255-2661

(#269146)

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET

Get your favorite live TV,
sports, &
local channels. 99% signal

reliability! CHOICE Package,

$84.99/mo for 12 months.
HBO Max & Premium

Channels included for 3 mos

(w/CHOICE Package or
higher) No
annual contract, no hidden

fees! Some restrictions apply.

Call IVS 1-833-574-1746
(WCAN)

PRETTY POM PUPPY F-
$380; Yorkie Pom Puppies
cute cuddly fluffy
socialized Males-$350, 1st
shots 715-229-2964

REG TOY POODLE PUPS

DIRECTYV Sports Pack 3
Months on Us! Watch pro &
College sports LIVE. Plus
over 40 regional & specialty
networks included. NFL,
College
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL,

other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance
Company 844-433-5898 or

visit www.Life55plus.info/wcp

(WCAN)

WCAN (Wisconsin
Community Ad Network)
and/or the member
publications review ads to
the best of their ability.
Unfortunately, many
unscrupulous people are
ready to take your money!
PLEASE BE CAREFUL
ANSWERING ANY AD THAT
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO
BE TRUE! For more
information, or to file a
complaint regarding an ad,
please
contact The Department of
Trade, Agriculture &
Consumer Protection
1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

SWITCH & SAVE UP TO
$250/YEAR on your talk, text
& data. No contract & no
hidden fees. Unlimited talk &
text with flexible data plans.
Premium
nationwide coverage. 100%
U.S. based customer service.
For more info, call
1-844-883-1477 (WCAN)

Golf & more. Some
restrictions apply
Call DIRECTV
1-888-925-9452 (WCAN)

DON'T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned about a
fall or wants to regain access

dews/shots/vet-chk'd/wormed
Non -Shed $400-$500
READY to go 715-536-0697
or 715-316-2522 (524892)
(WCAN)

The bathroom of your
dreams in as
little as 1 day. Limited Time
Offer - $1000 off or No
Payments & No
Interest for 18 months for
customers who qualify. BCI
Bath & Shower. Many
options available. Quality

REG YORKSHIRE TERRIER
PUPPIES Vet
checked/wormed/dews,
Males $1000; Females

$1200 No Sun Calls 715-

materials & professional
installation. Senior &
Military

to their entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today!
1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

409-3321 (495932) (WCAN) Vacation/

Lake Property

Discounts Available. Call
today! 1-877-651-1850
(WCAN)

Vehicles

WESLEY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC Timeshare
Cancellation Experts Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare
debt & fees cancelled in

STROKE &
CARDIOVASCULAR
disease are leading causes
of death, according to the
AMERICAN HEART

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck,
boat, RV and more to support
our veterans! Schedule a
FAST, FREE vehicle pickup

THINKING ABOUT
INSTALLING A NEW

SHOWER? American d - top t
Standard makes it easy. de d‘i’lﬁéﬁ?g‘;ﬁ ?/e?epraiXCar ASSOCIATION. Screening 2019. Get FREE
FREE design ’ i i informational package &
9 Donations at 1-844-406-2647  ¢an provide peace of mind or p g
learn how to get rid of your

consultation. Enjoy your early detection!
. today! (WCAN )
shower again! Call oday! ( ) Contact Life Line Screening

1-844-479-1327 today to see to

timeshare! FREE
consultations. Over 450

how you can save $1,000 on Turn Trash Into schedule your screening. positive
installation, or visit i Special offer - 5 screenings reviews.

www.newshowerdeal.com/wc Cash with the for just $149! Call CALL 844-374-2565
p (WCAN) CLASSIFIEDS 1-888-675-5048 (WCAN) (WCAN)

W APARTMENTS/DUPLEX

Mountain Bay Trail
Apartments
1/2/3 Bedrooms
Onsite Management
Heat Included
Single Car Garage
W/D in apartment
Rent begins at $835
715-526-8790

445 Humphrey Cr.
Beautiful

Fully Remodeled

1 or 2 Bedroom
Convenient location

Garage Available

Starting at $715 + Deposit

Tom 715-280-0525

1330 E Lieg Ave
2 bedrooms
Great location
Parking avail.
Starting at $775 + deposit
Pete 715-218-5731

Bilacik Soft Teogn fov Jasso
Wra
200l ool ol Mo
) G0 TRE REAE

1350 E Lieg Ave
Beautiful recently
Fully Remodeled
2 bedrooms
Great loc. Garage avail.
Starting at $795 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

FIND WHAT
YOU NEED
In The
Classifieds
715-526-6188

Apartment For
Rent?
Audvertise It
With Us!
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BUILT-IN BATTERY BACK-UP* NO POWER? NO PROBLENY

INDEPENDENCE PS2I
VINTAGE EDITION

AVAILABLE IN RED OR BLACK

NO CHIMNEY REQUIRED W/PELLET STOVE*

SAVE UP TO 60% ON HEATING*

_
I

EZ PAYMENTS -AS LOW AS $2/DAY!*

0% INTEREST*

FREE™

Basic DIY SAVE IIJ)I!- lrjg !szooo

Install Kit WITH THE FEDERAL

BASIC 3" VENT KIT TAX CREDIT!*
BASIC BLACK STOVE BOARD

STRAIGHT OUT KIT & BASIC BLACK BOARD ONLY
RETAIL VALUE $582 WITH NEW STOVE PURCHASE*

920.779.6647
PELLETHEAD.COM

DALE . GREEN BAY . JUNCTION CITY

*WITH APPROVED CREDIT. *DISCOUNTS CAN NOT BE COMBINED. *30% TAX CREDIT APPLIES TO SELECT PELLET AND WOOD STOVES ONLY.
MINIMUM OF 6 WINDOWS PURCHASE TO QUALIFY. PLEASE SEE SALES ASSOCIATE FOR DETAILS.
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OCONTO COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

Proceedings of Feb. 24

* Bond was set at $3,500
cash for Steven Ray Wick,

49, Clintonville, after he was
charged with operating a motor
vehicle while intoxicated (fifth
or sixth offense), in connection
with an incident that allegedly
occurred Feb. 22. Judge Jay
Conley adjourned his initial ap-
pearance until March 13.

* Bond was set at $1,000
cash for Steven James Rhodes,
19, Bellevue, after he was
charged with child abuse
intentionally causing harm
and misdemeanor counts of
criminal damage to property
and disorderly conduct, in con-
nection with an incident that
allegedly occurred Feb. 23.
Conley adjourned his initial ap-
pearance until March 13.

* Bond was set at $250 cash
for Caleb Noah Clark, 21, Green
Bay, after he was charged with
possession of THC (second or
subsequent offense) and mis-

demeanor possession of drug
paraphernalia, in connection
with an incident that allegedly
occurred Feb. 21. Conley ad-
journed his initial appearance
until March 13.

* Bond was set at $250
cash for Anthony Obed Perez
Diaz, 21, Green Bay, after he
was charged with possession of
THC (second or subsequent of-
fense) and misdemeanor pos-
session of drug paraphernalia,
in connection with an incident
that allegedly occurred Feb. 21.
Conley adjourned his initial ap-
pearance until March 13.

Proceedings of Feb. 25

= Shawn Michael Schoen,
48, Marinette, pleaded no
contest to theft by a contractor,
in connection with an incident
that allegedly occurred March
16, 2020. Judge Michael Judge
scheduled sentencing for April
28 and ordered a pre-sentence
investigation.

* Bond was set at $50,000

cash for Ethan Curtis Wykle,
21, Oconto, after he was
charged with second-degree
sexual assault of a child, in
connection with an incident
that allegedly occurred at an
underage drugs and drinking
party in Oconto on Jan. 24, and
a misdemeanor count of resist-
ing or obstructing an officer,

in connection with an incident
that allegedly occurred during
his arrest Feb. 20. Judge ad-
journed his initial appearance
until March 13.

Proceedings of Feb. 27

= Christopher W. Woodliff,
40, Oconto, was sentenced to
six years in prison, followed
by four years of extended
supervision with conditions,
for possession with intent to
deliver methamphetamine,
possession of THC (second
or subsequent offense), and
possession of amphetamine,
in connection with an incident
that occurred May 25. Judge

ruled that Woodliff is eligible
for the Substance Abuse
Program, which can lead to
early release upon successful
completion.

= Kyle K. Sydor, 36, Oconto,
pleaded no contest to felony
bail jumping and a misde-
meanor count of resisting or
obstructing an officer, in con-
nection with an incident that
occurred Dec. 16, and a misde-
meanor count of theft, in con-
nection with an incident that
occurred March 18, 2021. The
2021 count was amended from
afelony in a plea agreement.
Judge scheduled sentencing
for May 5 and ordered a pre-
sentence investigation.

Proceedings of Feb. 28

* James John Crouse, 53,
Menominee, Michigan, pleaded
no contest to possession of
THC (second and subsequent
offense) in connection with
incidents that occurred Nov. 13,
2024, and Nov. 16, 2023, and

OCONTO COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT

felony bail jumping in connec-
tion with the 2024 incident.
Judge scheduled sentencing for
March 20 and agreed to use a
pre-sentence investigation from
a previous Marinette County
case.

= Stuart Lee Long, 38, Cecil,
pleaded guilty to burglary to
a building or dwelling in con-
nection with an incident that
occurred June 12, 2020. Judge
scheduled sentencing for June
4 and ordered a pre-sentence
investigation.

= Jeremy L Rushton, 36, Ish-
peming, Michigan, pleaded no
contest to possession of meth-
amphetamine in connection
with an incident that occurred
Feb. 6. Judge levied court costs
and sentenced him to 23 days
already served in the Oconto
County Jail. Rushton also was
wanted on a fugitive complaint
from Michigan, and he waived
extradition during a March 13
appearance before Judge.

= A July 11-12 jury trial was

scheduled for Michael Lee Van-
denheuvel, 29, Green Bay, on
charges of attempted strangu-
lation and suffocation, false im-
prisonment, and misdemeanor
charges of battery, criminal
damage to property, making
contact after a domestic abuse
arrest, and disorderly conduct,
in connection with an incident
that allegedly occurred Sept.
24,2023. Judge scheduled a
final pre-trial conference for
June 27.

* Bond was set at $1,000
cash for Carrie M Haanen,
48 Appleton, after she was
charged with possession of
THC (second or subsequent
offense), three counts of felony
bail jumping, and misdemeanor
possession of drug parapher-
nalia, in connection with an
incident that allegedly occurred
Feb. 26. Judge adjourned her
initial appearance until March
13.

Feb. 27

Deputies responded
to 44 incidents, including
suspicious activity on state
Highway 32-64 in the Town
of Mountain and on Deer Hill
Road in the Town of Under-
hill, threatening on Vermeiren
Road in the Town of Pen-
saukee, attempted fraud on
Kosmal Lane in the Town of
Lena, squad damage near
state Highway 32 and Wendt
Road in the Town of Breed,
10 traffic stops, one traffic
hazard, one traffic offense,
two citizen assists, two mis-

cellaneous traffic incidents,
two welfare checks; three
open-line 911 calls; two am-
bulance calls; three crashes,
two involving deer.
Feb. 26

Deputies responded to
55 incidents, including an
unwanted party on Main
Street in the City of Oconto,
an incident at the county jail,
220 Arbutus Ave., Oconto,
a fire control burn on Allen
Road in the Town of Little
Suamico, internet fraud on
Maple Leaf Trail in the Town
of Little Suamico, an animal

bite on Saint Aubins Lane in
the Town of Spruce, a struc-
ture fire on Main Street in
the City of Oconto, 10 traffic
stops, one traffic hazard, five
traffic offenses, two miscel-
laneous traffic incidents,
three welfare checks; one 911
hangup and two open lines;
four crashes, one involving
deer.
Feb. 25

Deputies responded to 31
incidents, including suspi-
cious activity on Iditarod Trail
in the Town of Stiles, a death
investigation in the Town of

GolLamers.com/careers ® (920) 842-2937

Oconto Falls, harassment on
Gregory Lane in the Town of
Little Suamico, theft on Nel-
ligan Lake Lane in the Town
of Riverview, theft on Sunrise
Lane in the Town of Little
River, an unwanted party on
County Road J in the Town of
Oconto, one traffic stop, one
citizen assist, four miscel-

laneous traffic incidents, one
welfare check; four open-line
911 calls; one crash.
Feb. 24

Deputies responded to 52
incidents, including suspi-
cious activity on Loon Lane in
the Town of Brazeau, on East
Main Street in the City of
Gillett, on West Maple Street

in the Village of Lena, and on
County Road J in the Town of
Pensaukee; five traffic stops,
two traffic hazards, one
traffic offense, two citizen as-
sists, one miscellaneous traf-
fic incident; two 911 hangups
and three open lines; two
ambulance calls; one crash,
involving deer.
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[[CUARANTEED LOWEST/PRICES/

SHOP TOP NAME BRANDS IN ALL DEPARTMENTS

187 OEEAPPLIANGESEENBESTIINIEURNITURESENPRIGEMATCHIELEGTRONICS

NEW/&USED/ARBLIANCES) 12)VEARSIRUNNING 4K(HDISMARTATV;S

Hotpoint.

URIT075%0EEFEURNITUREREEUPITO/$300/INSTANTIGAS HERRS PECIAL'ORD ER\WITHIUS

SUOREIRE SEIRES HWINIEULTQUEENYANDIKINGEEENCUSTOMIZEDITO/EITAYOURSSTVLE

Ftee DELIVERY ~ Ftee INTERIOR DESIGN ~ Atee OF INTEREST

SETUP, REMOVAL & DISPOSAL™ WITH YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY FINANCE YOUR PURCHASE™
ANYWHERE IN WISCONSIN ENJOY FREE, PERSONALIZED INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES 60 MONTHS ON FURNITURE & MATTRESSES
IN 3 DAYS OR LESS TAILORED TO YOUR STYLE AND NEEDS 18 MONTHS ON ELECTRONICS & APPLIANCES

*WITH MINIMUM SPEND; SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. **WITH CREDIT APPROVAL. MINIMUM MONTHLY PAYMENT REQUIRED. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

R (715) 526-6196 @ SENZIGS.COM @ 1482 E GREEN BAY ST, SHAWANO, W1 54166
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Zastawniak asks for jury trial

Peshtigo man faces 26 felony charges involving alleged child sex exploitation and assault

By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

A Peshtigo man serv-
ing a 25-year sentence
in a federal prison for
child sex exploitation is
scheduled to stand trial
on state charges alleging
he exploited and sexually
assaulted teenage girls in
Oconto County.

Zachary A. Zastawniak,
24, was scheduled to enter
a plea in Oconto County
Circuit Court on Dec. 11,
but that hearing was post-
poned, because defense
attorney Kirk Obear was
said to be researching
whether to bring a motion
to dismiss on grounds of
double jeopardy.

At a followup hear-
ing Feb. 7, Obear did not
file such a motion but

asked Judge Jay Conley
for another delay to allow
District Attorney Hannah
Schuchart time to review
the sentencing transcript
from federal court.

Conley scheduled
another followup hearing
for Feb. 27, but pointedly
said, ““I want us to either
schedule a trial, schedule a
plea hearing if there’s go-
ing to be a resolution, or if
there’s a resolution before
that date, let’s have a plea
hearing.”

The Feb. 27 hearing
turned out to be very brief,
as Schuchart and Obear
asked that a five-day jury
trial be scheduled, which
Conley set for Aug. 25-29
with a final pre-trial con-
ference on July 15.

Zastawniak faces 26
felony charges in Oconto

County Circuit Court: two
counts of using a computer
to facilitate a child sex
crime, three counts of sec-
ond-degree sexual assault
of a child, three counts of
child enticement, solicit-
ing a child for prostitution,
trafficking of a child, two
counts of threatening to
communicate derogatory
information, five counts
of felony bail jumping and
eight counts of possession
of child pornography.
According to the crimi-
nal complaint, a 15-year-
old girl said she had sent
Zastawniak explicit images
of herself, and he later
threatened to post them
online unless she came to
a hotel room and had sex
with him.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

Zachary Zastawniak is escorted Feb. 27 into an Oconto County courtroom, where an August trial was scheduled on
numerous charges alleging sexual exploitation of teenage girls.

WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA
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By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

A Portage man con-
victed of the repeated
sexual assault of the same
child pleaded no contest
to a lesser charge Feb.

24 rather than risk being
found guilty at a retrial.

Joshua L. Dickinson,
46, pleaded no contest in
Oconto County Circuit
Court to an amended
charge of causing mental
harm to a child. The con-
viction carries a maximum
sentence of 12 years, 6
months in prison, a fine up
to $25,000 or both.

Defense attorney
Charles L. Glynn asked
that Judge Michael Judge

inson pleads to a reduced charge

To be sentenced March 24 for causing mental harm to a child

proceed to sentencing
immediately, but Assistant
District Attorney Richard
Zoellner asked for ad-
ditional time. The judge
scheduled sentencing for
3:15 p.m. March 24.

An Oconto County jury
found Dickinson guilty
after a two-day trial in
November 2021, and Judge
sentenced him to six years
in prison followed by five
years of extended supervi-
sion with conditions.

Dickinson later filed
a motion for a retrial
on grounds that three
Child Protective Services
(CPS) reports were never
introduced by either the
prosecution or defense,
that he had ineffective

Center gets grant from
Bond Foundation

The Bellin Health
Bond Community Center
received a generous dona-
tion to support phase three
of its outdoor youth play-
ground, annual kids’ tri-
athlon and continuation of
free community day events
through a grant from the
Leon H. and Clymene M.
Bond Foundation, Inc.

This is the third year
the Bond Community Cen-
ter has received a grant
from the Bond Foundation.
The current grant was ap-
plied for through the Bellin
Health Foundation, which
will assist in managing the
one-year grant for $30,000.

“We are very thankful
for this donation, which
will allow us to increase
the play-ability of our
playground for kids of all
ages,” said Julie Bulin, vice
president of Bellin Health

Oconto Hospital. “These
funds are a way for us to
continue providing great
health and well-being
programming to everyone
within our community.”

A portion of the funds
will be dispersed to the
third annual kids’ triathlon,
geared toward children ages
3to 14, as well as to free
community day events such
as family yoga, crafting proj-
ects and scavenger hunts.

The Bond Center offers
health and fitness pro-
grams designed for various
ages and skill levels in a
welcoming and friendly
environment. The center is
a recreational and wellness
facility that serves the resi-
dents of Oconto and neigh-
boring communities. Visit
www.bellinfitness.com or
Facebook.com/bellinfit-
nessbcc for information.

counsel and that the pros-
ecution made improper
statements during closing
arguments.

Judge ruled in March
2024 that the CPS reports
did contain material
information and that the
defendant was prejudiced
by the failure of both
sides’ attorneys to provide
them in discovery. As a
result, Judge set aside the

jury verdict and ordered a
new trial.

The judge declined to
rule on the defense argu-

ments alleging ineffec-
tive counsel or improper
prosecutorial statements,
saying withholding the

CPS reports was sufficient
cause for a new trial.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com
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Pat's Market

GILLETT (920) 855-6040

STORE. HOURS: Mon-Fri 7:00am - 7:00pm
Deli Closing at 6:00 pm**

Food Club
Butter Quarters

Jack's
Original Pizza

Sat 8:00am-5:30pm Sun 8:00am - 1:00pm
HSHS PHARMACY HOuRS:
MON-FrI 9:00AM - 5:30Pm
These prices good Mar. 10th thru Mar. 16th
While Supplies Last!
Accepting Mastercard, Visa, Discover and Quest Cards
We reserve the right to limit quantities.

USDA Choice

Boneless Genter-Gut
Chuck Steaks or Roasts

Green
Cabbage

69¢

Mrs. Gerry's
Steakhouse
Potato Salad

Marie Callender's
Pot Pies

2/56

Asst \larlety

Kellogg's
Rice Krispie Treats

2/55

Asst Variety
4.9-6.20z

Farmland
Bacon
Regular or Thick-Cut

s 429 1lb

Cheetos
& Fritos

2/ 58 0z

Red Potatoes

Food Club
Battered or Breaded
Fish Fillets or Sticks

Rsst Variety
18.2-240z

Pillsbury
Brownie Mixes

2/$3

Asst \larlety

5299

IQF Sockeye
Salmon Fillets

5799

Cook's USDA Choice
Corned Beef Briskets

Peanuts

2/5g

XL Green Bell

Peppers

Crav'n
Tortilla
Chips

Food Glub
Garlic Breadsticks
or Knots

2/55

Asst Variety
8-11.50z

Food Club
Orange Juice

3369

Asst Variety
5202z

Grape
Tomatoes

8-piece Cut-Up
Frying Chicken

Red Delicious
Apples

Nacho or Ranch
9.750z

Keebler Club or
Townhouse
Crackers

2/55

Asst Variety
9-13.802

Prairie Farms
Chocolate Milk

$949
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