
BY WARREN BLUHM
News editor

What is the secret to living a long life?
“Keep your mind active, keep your 

body active, eat healthy and pray a whole 
bunch,” 90-year-old Pat Broetzman told 
the crowd at Veterans Memorial Park in 
Suring on Sept. 2 as she and her husband 
Robert, 91, were honored as this year’s 
grand marshals after the 94th annual Sur-
ing Labor Day Parade.

The Broetzmans waved to parade go-
ers from a horse-drawn carriage as they 
rode down Main Street and were saluted 
at the park following a “fifth quarter” 
style performance by the Pulaski High 
School Red Raiders Marching Band.

“Everyone has a purpose in life,” Pat 
Broetzman said. “Our purpose in life 
has always been to spend time with our 
friends and our family and to treasure 
each day that we could be together 
with our children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.”

The Broetzmans plan to celebrate 
their 74th wedding anniversary in No-
vember and have spent almost all their 
lives living in and serving the Town of 
Maple Valley and the Suring area. Both 
are active members of the Suring Area 
Historical Society and have been mem-
bers of Hickory Methodist Church for 66 
years.

Also honored after the parade was Al 
DePuydt, the village of Suring’s Citizen 
of the Year.

The Monday morning parade is the 
culmination of the four-day Labor Day 
Celebration that brings thousands of 

visitors to the village every year as sum-
mer unofficially comes to an end. Other 
highlights include a Suring High School 
homecoming reunion dinner, tractor 

pulls and a demolition derby.
Josh Arndt was voted the winner of 

the annual chili cookoff sponsored by the 
Suring Fire Department, with Dan Mc-
Dermid coming in second and Amy Wolf 
third among 14 contenders.

INSIDE
The new Menominee Nation 
High School opens its doors.�
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Suring celebrates Labor Day 2024
From left, Robert and Pat Broetzman listen as Maple Valley Town Chairman Russel Brock introduces them as grand marshals of the Suring Labor Day Parade on Sept. 2.

WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

A young driver steers an antique tractor down Suring’s Main Street with a navigational assist Sept. 2 during the 
community’s 94th annual Labor Day Parade.� WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA
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St. Clare 
observes 
10 years 

with HSHS
Former Community 

Memorial Hospital has 
served Oconto Falls 
region for a century
HSHS St. Clare Memorial Hospital in 

Oconto Falls marked an important mile-
stone Sept. 1: The 10th anniversary of the 
hospital (formerly known as Community 
Memorial Hospital) officially joining Hos-
pital Sisters Health System (HSHS).

The hospital has been a part of the 
Oconto Falls community for more than 
100 years. It first opened its doors in 1921 
as Oconto Falls City Hospital at 125 S. 
Main St. Then, in 1954, it was moved to 
the former City Hall and named Com-
munity Memorial Hospital (CMH). The 
hospital moved to its current location at 
855 S. Main St. in 1972.

In 2011, CMH entered into an affiliation 
agreement with HSHS, a Catholic health 
care ministry based in Springfield, Il-
linois, and with hospitals in nearby Green 
Bay and Sheboygan, to enhance physician 
recruitment, implement an electronic 
health record system and improve the 
delivery of care.

Three years later, on Sept. 1, 2014, 
Community Memorial Hospital joined 
Hospital Sisters Health System (HSHS) to 
become HSHS St. Clare Memorial Hospi-
tal. The name was chosen in honor of St. 
Clare, the Franciscan saint who devoted 
her life to solitude, prayer and service. 
Her legacy reflecting the commitment of 
the hospital to serving Oconto Falls and 
its surrounding communities for years to 
come.

Colleen Koski, chief administra-
tive officer at HSHS St. Clare Memorial 
Hospital, and who has served in various 
leadership and nursing roles at the hos-
pital since 2008, recently reflected on the 
hospital’s decision to join HSHS.

“Joining Hospital Sisters Health Sys-
tem provided our rural hospital greater 
access to the resources needed to en-
hance our quality of care and allowed 
us to grow and expand our health care 
offerings significantly,” Koski said. “The 
thought a decade ago was, ‘We are stron-

HSHS, CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



ger together,’ and time has 
proven that we truly are.”

Today, telemedicine 
capabilities, added within 
the last decade as part of 
the hospital’s inclusion 
into the system, allow pro-
viders and colleagues at 
HSHS St. Clare to connect 
with St. Vincent and St. 
Mary’s hospitals in Green 
Bay, with just the touch of 
a button. HSHS St. Clare 
also has access to the 
system’s largest physician 
partner, Prevea Health, 
which over the years has 
deployed physicians and 
providers directly into 
the community to provide 
an array of care options 
– from primary care to 
orthopedics, podiatry, 
digestive health, urology, 
vascular care and more.

Today, Prevea provid-
ers care for patients at the 
HSHS St. Clare Memorial 
Hospital Prevea Health 
centers in Oconto Falls, 
Gillett, Suring, Lena and 
Mountain, and perform 
surgery at HSHS St. Clare 
Memorial Hospital — 
keeping care close to home 
as possible.

Over the last 10 years, 
HSHS St. Clare has also 
established and expanded 
key services such as can-
cer, wound and dialysis 
care. It also introduced the 
Almost Home swing bed 
program, which allows 
local residents who may 
have had surgery or been 
treated at a larger hospital 
further away, to reha-
bilitate closer to home at 
HSHS St. Clare. The hos-
pital’s on-site pharmacy 

in Oconto Falls, additional 
pharmacy in Gillett and 
prescription services of-
ferings in Lena, Mountain 
and Pulaski also ensure pa-
tients have access to their 
prescription medication 
needs close to home.

“As a certified critical 
access hospital, one of the 
most important services 
we provide to this region is 
our 24/7 emergency care,” 
said Dr. Al Salmi, medical 
director of the HSHS St. 
Clare Memorial Hospi-

tal Emergency Depart-
ment. “In an emergency, 
seconds count. Having 
a strong presence, like 
St. Clare does, in a rural 
region where access to 
emergency care is limited, 
can mean the difference 

between life and death to 
someone.

“We are tremendously 
grateful for the rapport 
we’ve built with local 
emergency services agen-
cies in the last 10 years. 
They are our true part-

ners in caring for those 
who live, work, visit and 
travel within our northern 
communities.”

For information about 
HSHS St. Clare Memorial 
Hospital, visit www.hshs.
org/st-clare/about-us.

On Aug. 3, the descen-
dants of Joseph Hoida 
and Barbara Selner held 
a family reunion at Bay 
Beach Park pavilion in 
Green Bay. There were 
198 family members in 
attendance, including 
the complete lines of the 
couple’s seven children 
and their families and 
grandchildren.

One granddaughter 
survives today from Bar-
bara and Joseph Hoida: 
Emily Heemstra, 92, is the 
daughter of Mary Hoida 
and Joseph Jisa and was 
a special guest at the 
reunion. Emily Jisa, who 
was born May 1, 1932, 
grew up to marry Orville 
Heemstra and have three 
children.

Joseph and Barbara 
were married May 18, 1858, 
in Meigelshof (Chodov), 
Bohemia, Czech Repub-
lic. Joseph was 22 years 
old and Barbara 18. They 
came to the United States 
in 1886 with their seven 

children: Jacob (born in 
1864), Anna (1867), Joseph 
(1869), John (1872), Barney 
(1878), Barbara (1883) and 
Frank (1884).

The Hoida family 

settled in the Town of 
Lodi in Columbia County, 
where both Joseph and 
Barbara had family living 
in the area.

Barbara Selner Hoida 

died April 15, 1893, and 
Joseph Hoida died in 1916 
in Lena.

Bohemia is a historical 
region in Central Europe 
that occupies the western 

and middle thirds of what 
is now the Czech Repub-
lic. It is an area of 20,058 
square miles and bounded 
by Germany to the west, 
Poland to the northeast, 

the Czech province of 
Moravia to the east and 
Austria to the south.

The Chodenland is the 
last ethnographic region 
in Bohemia where peo-
ple’s customs and dialect 
remain alive today. The 
women’s task was to guard 
the border, from which 
the Czech verb “chodit” 
is derived. In addition, 
they were committed to 
commercial caravans to 
accompany diplomats and 
travelers closely. In times 
of war, it was their task to 
close the border to make 
enemy invasion into the 
area more difficult.

The area of the Ch-
oden in today’s district, 
Domazlice, covers 11 vil-
lages including Chodov 
(Meigelshof), the area 
where Joseph and Barbara 
originated.

The 2024 Hoida re-
union planning committee 
included Mavis Lar-
may, Sara Hoida, Karen 
Schmelzer and Sue Heil.
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The former Community Memorial Hospital in Oconto Falls moved to its current location — 855 S. Main St. — in 1972. In 2014 the facility became part of the Hospital Sisters Health System and was 
renamed HSHS St. Clare Memorial Hospital.� WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

Some 198 descendents of Joseph and Barbara (Selner) gathered at Bay Beach Park in Green Bay on Aug. 3. The couple came to America from Bohemia in 
1886 with their seven children, and Joseph Hoida died in Lena in 1916.� CONTRIBUTED

Hoida reunion attracts 198 family members

HSHS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Another Labor Day to remember in Suring

The Pulaski High School Red Raiders Marching Band color guard leads the way down Main Street in Suring during the Labor Day parade Sept. 2.

Pastor Beth Macha of Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church rides with Genny in 
the church’s “Blessing of the Pets” entry.

PHOTOS BY WARREN BLUHM
NEWS EDITOR

Kya and Keegan Revello wave flags as the Suring Fire Department approaches.
Suring Village President Leslie Steffeck, left, introduces Al DePuydt as the village’s Citizen of the Year as Village 
Clerk Kim Gruetzmacher waits to present the plaque during a ceremony at Veterans Memorial Park after the parade.

Members of the Suring High School football team and other students wave to the crowd Sept. 2 as they ride in the 
Labor Day parade down Main Street.
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The parking lot at St. Anthony Catholic Church and School in Oconto Falls is packed May 6 for the now-semiannual 
food truck event to support the parish’s community activities. The next event is scheduled for 4-7:30 p.m. Sept. 9 at 
the church, 253 Franklin St. An incorrect date is listed in the NEW Media Fall Fun Guide now available and included 
with the Aug. 30 Oconto County Times Herald. We apologize for the error.� FILE | NEW MEDIA

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

The 38th annual Lena 
Dairy Fest, sponsored by 
the Lena Lions, is again 
scheduled this year for 
Friday night and Saturday 
after Labor Day, Sept. 6-7, 
at the grounds of St. Anne’s 
Parish, 221 E. Main St., 
Lena.

The festival kicks off 
with a truck pull starting 
at 6 p.m. and fireworks at 
dusk. The truck pull, hosted 
by NEW Motorsports, was 
added in 2023 and proved 

a popular attraction. While 
admission to the Dairy Fest 
grounds is free, a $5 fee will 
be charged to watch the 
truck pulls; children age 12 
and under are free.

Saturday activities begin 
with the Stampede 5K Run/
Walk, with registration 
starting at 6 a.m. at Lena 
High School, 204 E. Main 
St., Lena. The walk/run 
itself begins at 8 a.m.

The Lena Dairy Fest 
Parade down Main 
Street starts at 10:30 
a.m., with Mike and Pam 

Alsteen serving as grand 
marshals.

Other events on Sept. 7 
include a farm tractor pull 
at noon with free admis-
sion, and kids bouncers and 
a petting zoo all afternoon. 
Vickie Magee is scheduled 
to provide face painting 
from noon to 3 p.m., and 
live music is scheduled 
from noon to 6 p.m. featur-
ing Steve Peterson and 
Richard Grant.

Beverages and food will 
be available for purchase 
all day.

Dairy Fest returns to 
Lena this weekend

A Friday night truck pull hosted by NEW Motorsports, added in 2023, is again on this weekend’s Lena Dairy Fest 
calendar.� FILE | NEW MEDIA

L&N Metal Works of Gillett recently donated a welding fabrication table to Gillett High School. The table will make it 
easier for welding students to create quality projects. Neal Van Donsel, owner of L&N Metal Works, left, is pictured 
with his son, Nolan, who was responsible for much of the work completed on the table. The technology education 
department posted this photo on social media to thank L&N for the table and the many years of service it is expected 
to provide.� CONTRIBUTED

L&N donates fabrication table to school

St. Anthony to host food trucks Sept. 9
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‘WE WILL MENOMINIZE IT’
New Menominee Nation High School ready to move students into the future

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

The new Menominee 
Nation High School threw 
open its doors to the 
community Aug. 29, with 
Menominee Tribal Chair-
woman Gena Kakkak vow-
ing that the new campus 
will be a haven of learning 
for Menominee students.

“Preserving our lan-
guage, traditions, history 
and culture, we inspire our 
youth, nurture them and 
support them,” said the 
1993 graduate of the old 
high school, who has six 
children in the Menominee 
public school system. “Our 
commitment to our youth 
is what will make this high 
school truly special. We 
will Menominize it.”

The finished 
110,000-square-foot high 
school broke ground in 
May 2023 after voters 
overwhelmingly approved 
a $35 million referendum. 
Somerville Architects 
and Miron Construction 
worked with the district 
to make the campus as 
modern as possible, while 
keeping Menominee tradi-
tions and desires in mind.

The commons area has 
metal art pieces symboliz-
ing the five main Menomi-
nee clans — eagle, bear, 
wolf, moose and crane. 
The floors of the school 
are designed with a river 
motif that reminds people 
of the tribe’s connection 
to the Wolf River. In the 
welcome center, the word 
“posoh” is seen dominantly 
on the wall to represent 
the Menominee word for 
“hello.”

There are also class-
rooms for practicing 
Menominee traditions, 
as well as language and 
culture. The high school 
includes a new lab food 
harvest lab where students 
can learn sustainable 
animal practices, as well 
as harvesting traditional 
Menominee staples such as 
wild rice and maple sugar 
as a way of continuing the 
Menominee way of life.

The new MNHS also 
has a central element of 
natural lighting, with large 
glass windows making up 
much of the walls between 
classrooms and other 
facilities. Sustainability 
was an important factor 
in the design, according 
to Dan Wiitanen, senior 
architect with Miron, with 
a geothermal heating and 
cooling system installed.

“The community and 
the school district was 
what made this project a 
little bit different,” Wii-
tanen said. “Their input 
created a fingerprint for 
each one of these projects. 
The unique thing for us 
was the learning experi-
ence that we had for this 
entire process. We were 
able to immerse ourselves 
in Menominee culture and 
how that culture influ-
ences and is related to the 
environment at the high 
school.”

Marcus Denny, 
Menominee Indian School 

District superintendent, 
described the completion 
of MNHS as a milestone, 
the beginning of a new 
chapter, a turning point 
in education and a chance 
for new opportunities and 
relationships. He urged the 
students to take advantage 
of the new state-of-the-art 
facility.

“To our students, this 
school is yours,” Denny 
said. “It is a place where 
you can grow, learn and 
challenge yourself. Take 
advantage of every op-
portunity that comes your 
way. Be curious, be coura-
geous and remember that 
an education is the founda-
tion upon which you build 
your future. Embrace the 
teachings of your elders 
and the knowledge of your 
culture, for they are the 
roots that will keep you 
grounded as you progress 
in life.”

Denny also urged the 
teachers to rise to a “criti-
cal challenge” as the new 

classroom and lab designs 
provide opportunities to 
change up how to educate 
the students. He described 
the teachers as the heart of 
the school.

“Our vision for the 
school has always been to 
create an environment that 
fosters innovation, col-
laboration and excellence 
while honoring the wishes 
of the Menominee people,” 
Denny said. “This school 
represents a new era in 
which we commit to pro-
viding our students with 
the best education system 
possible, grounded in the 
value system and culture 
of the Menominee people.”

Menominee Indian 
School Board President 
David Miller reflected on 
his late father, and how 
education opportuni-
ties for the Menominee 
almost 100 years ago were 
extremely limited. He said 
all of that changes with 
the new campus and how 
it was important to do this 

for the children, which 
he noted were the “future 
ancestors” for the tribe.

“This is a campus of 
renewal and tradition,” 
Miller said.

The school is start-
ing the new year with 383 
students, an all-time high, 
according to Kate Mikle, 
MNHS president. Mikle 
said that even though 
the structure was grand, 
it would only succeed 
because of “the light that 
will fill it,” describing the 
students and staff mem-
bers who will call the place 
home.

“Last night, I received a 
call about lighting the first 
fire in our outdoor harvest 
lab by former students 
who have returned as 
role models and teachers 
so that they are able to 
smudge here today,” Mikle 
said. “Their presence in 
that activity is why this 
building was created and 
reminds us that this school 
is a living part of the com-

munity where traditions 
are upheld, new ones are 
born, and young minds are 
encouraged to hope and 
dream.”

Kakkak touted the part-
nership the tribe has with 
the local school district 
and the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Public Instruction 
as it looks to improve the 
learning opportunities of 
its children. She said she 
believes the new school 
and the setup of its class-
rooms will help to turn 
things around, as the dis-
trict has dealt with years of 
DPI report cards claiming 
its schools are not meeting 
state standards.

“It is truly an honor 
to see such a remarkable 
accomplishment when 
Menominee people come 
together,” Kakkak said. 
“Passing the referendum 
for this new school shows 
our strength when we 
come together. We make 
incredible things happen. 
This is more than just a 
new building. It is a sym-
bol of our commitment to 
our children and a testa-
ment to the strength of our 
people.”

Kakkak described the 
new campus as a place 
where students can learn 
and dream “without lim-
its.” She noted the cutting-
edge cultural spaces will 
help with those dreams 
and might encourage high 
school students to be at 
school more, as the three 
district schools have strug-
gled with truancy issues.

“I know what it’s like 
to get the kids to school 
every day, and it’s not 
always easy,” Kakkak said. 
“I’ve worked with families 
to overcome struggles 
that take priority over 
education.”

With the new high 
school open, Menominee 
Indian Middle School 
has now moved into the 
old high school facilities 
in Keshena, which were 
remodeled and repurposed 
over the summer.

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

A giant mural depicting the eagle mascot for Menominee Nation High School serves as the backdrop while Menominee Tribal Chairwoman Gena Kakkak 
speaks during the school’s open house Aug. 29, flanked by Menominee Indian School Board members, from left, Dennis Kenote, Nanette Corn, David Miller 
and Lloyd Frieson.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

The classrooms at Menominee Nation High School include state-of-the-art equipment like television monitors, as 
well as plenty of natural light as people check them out Aug. 29 during an open house.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Metal art pieces representing the moose, the eagle and the bear, which are three of the five main clans for the 
Menominee, are on display in the commons of the new Menominee Nation High School.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
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Evaluation still pending 
on Renel’s sanity

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Swift justice remained 
elusive as Aaron Renel’s 
sentencing hearing had to 
be pushed back two months 
due to waiting on a report 
about Renel’s sanity.

The sentencing was sup-
posed to take place Aug. 27, 
but Eric Pangburn, Renel’s 
attorney, asked for an exten-
sion. He said that the evalu-
ation on Renel had not been 
received and would not be 
ready until at least Sept. 13.

“I don’t know if that is a 
realistic date, but that’s the 
date we have,” Pangburn 
said.

Shawano-Menominee 
Circuit Court Judge William 
Kussel Jr. granted the exten-
sion and scheduled a status 
conference for 1:30 p.m. Oct. 
23 in Branch II of the Sha-
wano County Courthouse.

Renel, 42, of Cecil, 
pleaded not guilty by reason 
of mental illness June 21 
to felony counts of fleeing 
and eluding an officer in a 
vehicle and second-degree 
recklessly endangering 
safety, along with a misde-
meanor count of resisting 
or obstructing an officer. 
Because of the mental 
illness plea, an evaluation 
is required to determine 
Renel’s mental state.

According to the crimi-
nal complaint, the Shawano 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment responded around 
5:15 p.m. on May 8, 2022, to 
reports of a heavy truck-

type military vehicle on 
state Highway 29 in western 
Shawano County traveling 
down the roadway with a 
flat tire, thus causing a traf-
fic hazard.

Deputies located and at-
tempted to stop the vehicle, 
which the complaint says 
Renel was driving, but he 
allegedly led them on a 
short chase, coming to a 
stop in about a half-mile on 
the eastbound lane median 
of Highway 29 near County 
Road G in the Town of Sen-
eca. The eastbound highway 
was shut down due to the 
incident.

Renel allegedly would 
not cooperate and would 
not exit the vehicle. 
Because of comments alleg-
edly made by Renel and the 
conditions of this inci-
dent, the Shawano County 
Special Response Team 
responded to this scene, 
according to the complaint. 
Deputies, including trained 
negotiators, communicated 
with Renel for about four 
hours; during this time, 
arrangements were made 
with the Shawano County 
Highway Department for 
the use of snowplows in 
case the driver tried to flee 
the scene.

About 9:30 p.m. Renel 
allegedly did just that, head-
ing eastbound on Highway 
29. Deputies tried to stop 
the suspect vehicle, using 
the snowplows in an at-
tempt to perform a moving 
roadblock. The vehicle then 
crossed the median and 

began heading eastbound in 
the westbound lanes of the 
highway, according to the 
complaint.

Renel allegedly came 
back to the eastbound lanes 
but then again crossed the 
median and was driving 
the wrong way down the 
highway. At one point, 
Renel allegedly drove into 
the median and a deputy 
operating a snowplow was 
able to pin the truck into the 
median, immobilizing it. Re-
nel allegedly would not exit 
his vehicle and had to be 
removed with force. No se-
rious injuries were reported 
to any law enforcement or 
this suspect, according to 
the complaint.

Renel is currently free on 
a $10,000 cash bond.

During his initial appear-
ance May 9, 2022, Kussel 
ordered a competency 
evaluation. According to 
court records, Renel refused 
to appear for court for a 
status conference Aug. 31, 
2022, when the evaluation 
showed he was not com-
petent to stand trial at that 
time.

A second competency 
evaluation was requested in 
October 2022 by the public 
defenders’ office, and that 
evaluation showed he was 
not competent but could be 
restored to competency. A 
hearing in February 2023 
confirmed he was compe-
tent to proceed in his own 
defense.

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Jimmy John’s plans 
to come to Shawano

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Jimmy John’s is planning 
to open one of its eateries in 
Shawano, and the Shawano 
Plan Commission approved 
a conditional use permit 
Aug. 28 for the business.

Jimmy John’s will be 
located at 811 E. Green Bay 
St., with plans to raze the 
current building and rede-
velop the street. The site is 
zoned as urban mixed use, 
according to Dave Moesch, 
zoning administrator, and 
any in-vehicle sales and 
service such as a drive-thru 
require a permit.

According to Cardell 
Potter, owner for Miracle 
58, the limited liability 
company bringing Jimmy 
John’s to town, the building 
would be about 1,350 square 
feet on a half-acre of land. 
The smaller building would 
necessitate having a drive-
thru, which was why he 
applied for the conditional 
use permit.

“With any kind of 
fast food restaurant, the 
drive-thru is kind of the 

key success for us, so that’s 
something that’s important 
for us, as well,” Potter said.

Jane Hahn, speaking of 
behalf of resident Robert 
Thomas, said folks in the 
neighborhood didn’t have 
any issues with Jimmy 
John’s locating there, but 
they want a fence 8-10 feet 
tall around the property. It 
wasn’t for noise issues, she 
said, but to block the view 
of homeless people sleeping 
around the current building.

“It’s so they can keep the 
values up on their homes,” 
Hahn said.

Potter said he was open 
to having a fence on the 
property, but he would need 
to take a closer look at the 
property and make sure 
a fence didn’t negatively 
impact adequate space for 
parking.

Moesch suggested that a 
6-foot fence was part of the 
permit requirements, but 
Hahn was insistent that the 
fence had to be taller.

“They have problems 
with people sleeping back 
there like it’s an alley, and 
people use that all the time,” 

Hahn said. “Their back yard 
is facing that, so that’s why 
they want a barrier so that 
they don’t have to look at 
that in their backyard.”

Mayor Bruce Milavitz 
questioned if vagrants 
would still sleep in that 
spot once the property was 
spruced up with an active 
business operating.

“This might detour 
some of the people sleeping 
there,” Milavitz said.

Commissioner Terry 
Hilgenberg, who abstained 
from the final vote because 
he facilitated the sale of the 
property, said Jimmy John’s 
would be a welcome change 
to the area.

“The city of Shawano 
has been encouraging me 
for eight years to sell this 
property, so this is great 
news for the city,” Hilgen-
berg said. “I think we’re 
going to have a very good 
user here.”

The conditional use per-
mit still requires approval 
from the Shawano Common 
Council. If approved, demo-
lition is expected at the end 
of September.

Police surround park for fun

The Shawano Police Department held its final community outreach event Aug. 28 at Forest Hill Park in Shawano, al-
lowing families to meet members of the police department in a positive climate. The department held multiple park 
events throughout the summer, handing out stickers, engaging in high-fives and dishing out free food.

LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

A 68-year-old Gresham man was westbound on Highway 29 near state Highway 22 around 3 a.m. Aug. 28 when his 
vehicle entered the median, missed the guard rails and traveled down a deep embankment into the river. He was 
rescued nearly six hours later after being discovered by a fisherman.� SHAWANO COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

Gresham man rescued from 
vehicle driven into river

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-Chief

A 68-year-old Gresham 
man was rescued nearly 
six hours after his car 
crashed into the river near 
state Highway 29 on Aug. 
28.

With help from the 
Shawano Ambulance 
Service and the Shawano 
Area Fire Department, the 
Shawano County Sheriff’s 
Department removed the 
driver from the vehicle, 
transported him a short 
distance down the river 
on a fire department boat 
to a more accessible area 
and then transported him 
to a hospital for medical 

treatment.
The Shawano County 

Highway Department as-
sisted with shutting down 
the westbound lanes of 
Highway 29 for several 
hours while several tow 
trucks worked on remov-
ing the vehicle from the 
river.

Dispatchers were 
alerted about 8:40 a.m. to 
a report of a single-vehicle 
crash on state Highway 29 
near state Highway 22 in 
the Town of Belle Plaine.

A person fishing on the 
Wolf River came across a 
vehicle in the water with 
a male driver who had 
severe injuries.

Evidence on scene and 

information gathered from 
the driver indicated the 
vehicle was westbound 
on Highway 29 around 3 
a.m. when it entered the 
median, missed the guard 
rails and traveled down a 
deep embankment into the 
river.

The driver said he had 
been laying injured in the 
water for several hours, 
yelling for help. This area 
is secluded, and no one 
could hear his cries until 
the fisherman found him, 
according to the sheriff’s 
department.

This crash is still under 
investigation.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

CORRECTION
St. Anthony’s Catholic 

Church in Oconto Falls has 
scheduled its next Food 
Truck Event for 4-7:30 p.m. 
Sept. 9 in the parking lot at 
the church, 253 Franklin St. 
An incorrect date is listed 
in the NEW Media Fall Fun 
Guide that was inside the 
Aug. 30 paper. We apolo-
gize for the error.
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FARM LIFE FROM A FARM WIFE

Harvest season used to be family affair
Back in the day, when 

our kids were still home, 
this time of year brought a 
frenzy of activity. Between 
school starting and the har-
vest in full swing, we were 
busier than a cat coverin-
gup. Soon our boys would 
be leaving for late afternoon 
football practices, and we’d 
use every ounce of help we 
could get out of them.

The late-summer harvest 
season found one or both 
boys plus a cousin inside a 
gravity box full of oats. Us-
ing their feet or a shovel or 
even a broom, they’d knock 
the oats down from inside 
the gravity box and funnel it 
all to a waiting elevator. I’d 
be there on the outside, bent 
at the waist siphoning it into 
the direction of the elevator 
taking it up to the granary. 
Their dad would be inside 
shoveling the oats toward 
the back end to make sure 
we had enough storage 
space for the crop coming 
in. It was a family affair.

We workers would all 
wear either face masks with 
elastic around the ears or 
handkerchiefs covering our 
noses tied at the back of our 
head. The masks would last 
maybe a day and get tossed, 
they’d be stained with the 
dust of the oats. It was a job 
I was glad to see complete. 
Cringing as I recall this, it 
sure couldn’t have been 
good for any of us.

Every three weeks or 
so when we’d need ground 
feed made, United Co-op 
would bring out a truck 
with a shuttle conveyer and 
pick up a ton of oats from 
the stash. Taking it to the 
mill, they’d mix the oats 
with cob corn, shell corn, 
soybean meal and various 
minerals to keep our girls 
healthy, bringing the mixed 
feed back out.

We had a beautiful yel-
low lab named Diamond 
back then. While the guy 
was unloading his truck into 
the grain tank, our Diamond 
would bring her softball 
over and plunk it down at 
his feet; they’d have a good 
game of throw and fetch. 
If the guy didn’t pick it up 
immediately, she’d shove 
her ball toward his feet with 
her nose.

Over and over, she’d 
retrieve the ball after he’d 
heave it, sometimes far out 
into the hayfield. After he’d 
leave, she’d flop down un-
der a shade tree, exhausted 
and panting, her tongue 
hanging out, I swear with a 
smile on her face.

This was the same dog 
who, following us around as 
we picked rocks, would run 
after one we’d just thrown 
on the stone fence and 
bring it back, dropping it at 
our feet. “Diamond,” we’d 
groan, “that isn’t your ball.”

Every year before plant-
ing, we’d shovel 20 burlap 
sacks full of oats, weighing 
up at about 100 pounds 
apiece. My husband would 
haul it to The South Forty 
in Shawano. There they’d 
clean the oats, running it 
through a screen to get any 

weed seed or impurities out. 
This would be used then, to 
seed down our couple fields 
of oats each spring.

After the oats were 
combined off the field and 
buttoned up in the gra-
nary, we’d chop straw. The 
combine, after harvesting 
the oats, would leave rows 
of straw on the field. Raking 
it, we’d turn the straw over 
so it would dry prop-
erly. Chopping straw was 
a dusty, hateful job, but oh 
how I loved to see the final 
result: a mow full of fresh 
golden straw. We’d use 
it all winter long as clean 
bedding for our cows and 
calves.

We never grew winter 
wheat on our farm, another 
commodity that’s being har-
vested right now. Talking to 
a seasoned farmer the other 
day who deals in wheat, 
he filled in some details, 
mentioning, “Wheat has to 
have its head tipped down 
before combining it. What’s 
leftover is straw, basically 
just like oats. The differ-
ence is wheat is planted in 

the fall, not spring. It has 
to come up and then goes 
dormant over winter and 
starts growing again in the 
spring. This year the yield 
is good because of all the 
rain and warm temps but 

it’s not worth as much in the 
market right now.”

He went on to explain, 
“Some of those bigger 
farms feed wheat straw to 
cows.”

Asking him why, he elab-

orated, “It resembles alfalfa 
stems more; oats has just 
a flat, mushy stem, sort of 
flimsy, whereas wheat straw 
is more like a straw of hay, 
more scratchy. They mix it 
in for dry cow feed, which 
gets the cows to ruminate 
better. It scratches the 
belly more.” (Translated: It 
enhances digestion.)

He went on, “They put 
up too much high-powered 
alfalfa so to balance that, 
they mix their feed with 
wheat straw.”

Hay is also being har-
vested right now. When we 
were dairy farming three 
crops of alfalfa harvested 
in a season was satisfy-
ing. Now larger farms are 
working on their fourth 
and even fifth crops of hay. 
What would take us a week 
to harvest, massive pieces 
of equipment fly around the 
fields in mere hours.

With oats, wheat, alfalfa 
and soon to be corn, the 
harvest season is in full 
swing.

(“The earth has yielded 
its produce; God, our God, 
blesses us.” Psalm 67:6)

Kay Reminger was born and raised on 
a dairy farm, and she married her high 
school sweetheart, who happened to 

farm for a living in Leopolis. Writing for 
quite a few years, she remains focused 
on the blessings of living the ups and 
downs of rural life from a farm wife’s 

perspective.

A 30-foot combine swatches a massive spread of winter wheat in Shawano County. The end of August and beginning of September signals that harvest time 
is here.� KAY REMINGER

This field of soybeans is not quite ready for harvest, but other crops around northeast Wisconsin are as summer is 
coming to an end and fall is on the horizon.� KAY REMINGER

Kay Kay 
RemingerReminger

ColumnistColumnist
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Panicle hydrangeas ideal for Midwest gardens
If you are new to hy-

drangeas and looking for 
the best varieties to grow 
here in the northern half 
of Wisconsin, or a lifetime 
expert searching for some-
thing new and exciting, the 
panicle hydrangeas are the 
ones that do the best here in 
the our area. They are built 
for Midwest gardens.

Panicle hydrangeas are 
those that form cone-shaped 
clusters of blooms, some 
quite exaggerated. Some of 
these conical flower clusters 
may be a foot in length on 
some of the larger varieties.

Panicle hydrangeas 
require little or no care 
during the winter season — 
and throughout the year, in 
fact. Prune them if desired, 
but it’s not necessary as 
they grow blooms on new 
growth each year. You can 
literally trim them back to 
the ground and they will 
come back beautifully.

Nearly all of the panicle 

hydrangeas begin the year 
pure white. The conical-
shaped blooms emerge in 
late June or early July in 
white or lime green.

Over the following 
weeks into late summer 
and fall, these cone-shaped 
clusters of blooms begin 
to transform into shades of 
pink or red, from the bot-
tom of the cluster to the tip.

Week after week, the 
color intensifies, bringing 
peak color during Septem-
ber and early October.

Many of the classic 
hydrangeas are panicle hy-
drangeas. Among these are 
limelight, quickfire, vanilla 
strawberry, strawberry sun-
dae, pinky winky, little lime, 

berry white, fire and ice and 
the classic beauty Bobo.

Panicle hydrangeas 
range in size from the 

smallest, such as little 
quickfire, Bobo and little 

hottie, that may only grow 
2 to 3 feet tall and wide, 
to giants such as phan-
tom, limelight and vanilla 
strawberry that may be 8 
feet tall and wide. There is 
a panicle hydrangea for just 
about every part of your 
yard and garden.

Unlike some of the older 
smooth hydrangeas, panicle 
hydrangeas do best in al-
most full sun. They are also 
much sturdier and don’t 
flop from the weight of the 
flowerheads.

So many great varieties 
to choose from and so many 
new introductions each year 
make panicle hydrangeas 
among the easiest to grow 
and most beautiful flower-
ing shrubs for gardens here 
in northern Wisconsin, year 
after year.

Rob Zimmer is a nature and garden 
author, public speaker and radio show 
host on WHBY. Readers can find him 
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/

RobZimmerOutdoors.

Rob ZimmerRob Zimmer
ColumnistColumnist

Quickfire is a classic lace cap panicle hydrangea that gets its name from its rapid transformation to pink and red over 
mid- to late summer.� ROB ZIMMER

WHAT’S HAPPENING
FRIDAY, SEPT. 6

LENA: Dairy Fest, 6-10 p.m., 
St. Anne’s Parish, 221 E. Main 
St. Truck pull 6 p.m., fireworks 
at dusk.

SURING: Recovery Talking 
Circle, 6-8 p.m. South Branch 
Community Center, W1281 
County Road M. 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 7
SHAWANO: FRESH Project 

Farmers Market, 8 a.m. to noon, 
Franklin Park, 235 S. Washing-
ton St. 

LENA: Dairy Fest, St. Anne’s 
Parish, 221 E. Main St. Stam-
pede 5K run/walk 8 a.m., 
parade 10:30 a.m. Petting 
zoo, pony rides, face painting, 
bouncers, food vendors, free ice 
cream, live music.

OCONTO: Pancake porkie 
breakfast, 8-11 a.m., Holy Trinity 
Fellowship Hall, 300 Arbutus 
Ave. Hosted by Knights of 
Columbus. All you can eat; free-
will donation.

SHAWANO: Empty Bowls, 
Caring Hearts fundraiser for 
SAM25, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sha-
wano Community High School, 
220 County Road B. Soups and 
bowls for purchase, live music, 
silent auction, bucket raffles.

SUNDAY, SEPT. 8
SHAWANO: Zurko Promo-

tions Flea Market, 7 a.m. to 4 

p.m., Fairgrounds, 990 E. Green 
Bay St. $2 admission. 

BONDUEL: Farmers Market, 
8 a.m. to noon, Mill and Pond 
streets. Local produce, artisa-
nals, handmade crafts from the 
Bonduel area. 

SHAWANO: Customs and 
Classics Car Show, 8 a.m., Sha-
wano Lake County Park, 5785 
Lake Drive.

CHASE: Chase Stone Barn 
Craft Show, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Chase Stone Barn Park, 8246 
County Road S. More than 100 
vendors, brats and burgers, 
music by Lot 1.

SHAWANO: Grand opening, 
10:15 a.m., Shawano Baptist 
Church, N5364 Poplar Road. 
Special music, a brief message 
and luncheon in the church fel-
lowship room.

SHAWANO: Roll Back Time 
with Wisconsin Wheelmen, 
1-4:30 p.m., Shawano Historical 
Society Heritage Park, 524 N. 
Franklin St. Antique bicycles, 
period costumes, presentations 
on collecting and restoration, 
exhibits and demonstrations. 
Pie and Ice Cream Social 2-4 
p.m., old-fashioned beverage 
booth 1-4:30 p.m.

MONDAY, SEPT. 9
KESHENA: College of 

Menominee Nation Career 
and Resource Fair, 11:30 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., Five Clans Ballroom, 

Menominee Casino Resort, 
N277 State Highway 47-55. 
Apply on the spot with area 
businesses. Resources available 
include NEWCAP and Job 
Center of Wisconsin Resume 
Support.

OCONTO FALLS: Food Truck 
Event, 4-7:30 p.m., St. An-
thony Parish, 253 N. Franklin St. 
Gyros, Kona shaved ice, fried 
cheese curds, corn dogs, funnel 
cakes, cookie dough, burgers, 
BBQ and Caribbean foods. Bev-
erages for sale, live music.

OCONTO: Cemetery Walk “If 
Tombstones Could Talk,” 6 p.m., 
Oconto Catholic Cemetery, 
3024 N. River Road.

SHAWANO: Recovery talking 
circle, 6-8 p.m., First Presbyte-
rian Church, Room 4, 100 W. 
Presbyterian St. Information: 
Dallas Gast, 715-701-5388 or 
dallasgast8@gmail.com. 

OCONTO: Masonic Pine 
Lodge 188, 6 p.m., 513 Supe-
rior Ave. Family and friends 
welcome at 6 p.m. dinner, 
stated communication meeting 
follows at 7 p.m.

TUESDAY, SEPT. 10
SHAWANO: SaYPro Event – 

Headshot Happy Hour, 5-7 p.m., 
The Naberhood, 214 S. Sawyer 
St. Details at saypro.org.

OCONTO: Cemetery Walk “If 
Tombstones Could Talk,” 6 p.m., 
Oconto Catholic Cemetery, 

3024 N. River Road.
KESHENA: Recovery talking 

circle, 6-8 p.m. Omaeqnome-
newak Wetohkatikamek Cen-
ter, 2700 Mianaceqtawak Road. 
Information: Mindy Thunder at 
715-799-3835 or mthunder@
mitw.org. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 11
OCONTO: Cemetery Walk 

“If Tombstones Could Talk,” 6 
p.m., Oconto High School, 1717 
Superior Ave.

NEOPIT: Recovery talking 
circle, 6-8 p.m. The Circle 
House, W6715 Shawpokasic St. 
Information: Mindy Thunder at 
715-799-3835 or mthunder@
mitw.org. 

POUND: Line Dancing with 
the North Country Kick-
ers, 6:30-9 p.m., Equity Hall, 
W7403 State Highway 64. 
Lessons 7 p.m. Admission $5. 
For information, call 920-606-
4370 or 920-829-6316. 

THURSDAY, SEPT. 12
SHAWANO: Wisconsin Deer 

Hunters Event, 5-10 p.m., Craw-
ford Center, 251 S. Waukechon 
St. Guest speakers, raffles, and 
much more. Advance tickets 
$80. Youth (16 and under) $50. 
At the door $95.

GILLETT: Community 
Market, 5-7 p.m., Gillett Public 
Library, 200-204 E. Main St.

NAVARINO: Crafts with NNC 

— Introduction to Mandala, 6-8 
p.m., Navarino Nature Center, 
W5646 Lindsten Road. Mem-
ber $20, non-members $25, 
register at navarino.org/events

OCONTO: American Legion 
Post 74, 6 p.m., Crivello’s, 818 
Main St. Come early for social 
time and remain after for a light 
buffet.

BOWLER: Native American 
Talking Circle, 7-9 p.m., Mohi-
can Family Center, N8605 Oak 
St. Information: Yvonne Burr, 
715-326-0891. 

FRIDAY, SEPT. 13
ONEIDA: College of Menomi-

nee Nation Benefit Golf Outing, 
9 a.m. to 7 p.m., Thornberry 
Creek Golf Course, 4470 N. 
Pine Tree Road. 9 a.m. shotgun 
start, raffles, 50/50, President’s 
Challenge. Details at menomi-
nee.edu

SURING: Recovery Talking 
Circle, 6-8 p.m. South Branch 
Community Center, W1281 
County Road M. 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 14
SHAWANO: FRESH Project 

Farmers Market, 8 a.m. to noon, 
Franklin Park, 235 S. Washing-
ton St. 

SURING: Car Show, Krueger 
Kustoms, 718 E. Main St. All era 
cars, trucks, bikes, semis, Jeeps, 
ATVs, UTVs and race cars wel-
come. 50/50 raffle, food and 

drinks, meat raffle.
BONDUEL: Patriot Day Cele-

bration, 9:30 a.m., Village Park, 
214 E. Park St. Fire Department 
Stair Walk 9:45 a.m., luncheon 
at the park 11 a.m., followed by 
short program including music, 
presentation of colors, guest 
speaker and recognition of 
those serving the community 
including veterans, police, fire 
and EMS.

WITTENBERG: Dedication 
of Veterans Memorial, 1 p.m., 
Community Park, South Webb 
Street. Hosted by American 
Legion Post 502. Ceremony to 
be followed by a meal in the 
park served by Wittenberg Fire 
Department.

SHAWANO: Headstones, 
5:30 p.m., Woodlawn Cem-
etery, 1115 E. Green Bay St. 
Honoring The Korean War 
Veterans of Shawano County. 
Graveside stories and recol-
lections. Free. Presented by 
the Shawano County Histori-
cal Society and the Shawano 
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment in cooperation with the 
Shawano American Legion 
and VFW.

KESHENA: 37th Anniversary 
Celebration, 7 p.m., Menomi-
nee Casino Resort, N277 State 
Highway 47-55. Free show by 
Sting Ray’s Jukebox Rock Show. 
Special tributes to Elvis and 
Shake Rattle and Roll.
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By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Aug. 30
Pulaski 21, Horton-

ville 18
The Red Raiders 

opened the scoring with 
less than a minute remain-
ing in the first quarter 
against Hortonville and 
then scored with less than 
a minute left in the game 
to seal the 21-18 win.

With 59 seconds left 
in the first quarter, Ethan 
Schmidt connected with 
Trevor Schuessler on a 
6-yard pass as Pulaski 
went on top 7-0.

Hortonville scored 
twice in the second period 
and led 12-7 at halftime. 
They extended the lead to 
18-7 with a third quarter 
touchdown.

At 2:54 in the third, 

Schmidt tossed an 11-yard 
touchdown to Joey Mijal 
for a 3-yard score, bringing 
the Red Raiders to within 
four, 18-14.

Then, with 24 seconds 
left on the game clock, 
Brock Weidman ran the 
ball in from the 2-yard line. 
A Miles Wippel extra point 
kick ended the game with 
Pulaski getting the three-
point win.

Schmidt was 18-of-34 
for 212 yards and two 
touchdowns. Schuessler 
led the receiving corps 
with six catches for 83 
yards.

Pulaski’s run game was 
nonexistent as five runners 
carried the ball 23 times 
for negative six yards. 
Schmidt led the runners 
with eight yards on nine 
carries.

Bryce Wotruba had one 
interception for Pulaski.

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood 26, Tomahawk 14

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood evened its over-
all record to 1-1 with a 
26-14 home victory over 
Tomahawk.

The Chargers will open 
CWC-Large Conference 
action with a home game 
against Weyauwega-Fre-
mont at 7 p.m. Sept. 6.

Three Lakes/Phelps 
34, Gillett 32

Gillett came up short in 
its season opener, drop-
ping a 34-32 decision to 
Three Lakes/Phelps.

The Tigers will host 
Florence at 6 p.m. Sept. 7.

Alma Center Lincoln 
28, Marion/Tigerton 16

The Mustangs scored 16 
points in the first quarter 

as they jumped out to a 
quick lead, but Alma Cen-
ter Lincoln didn’t roll over.

From there, the visit-
ing team scored 14 points 
in the second quarter and 
another 14 in the third 
quarter to win 28-16.

Three Lakes/Phelps will 
play at Marion at 7 p.m. 
Sept. 6.

Aug. 29
Lena/St.Thomas 

Aquinas 30, Niagara 0
Lena/St. Thomas Aqui-

nas opened its 2024 cam-
paign with a 30-0 shutout 
of Niagara.

Oconto Falls 36, 
Peshtigo 6

Oconto Falls defeated 
Peshtigo 36-6 in non-con-
ference action.

Coleman 22, Bonduel 
20

Trailing 22-0 in the 

third quarter, Bonduel 
battled back but came up 
two points short in its 22-
20 loss to Coleman.

The Bears put their first 
touchdown on the board 
on a 25-yard pass from 
Cade Johnson to Quinn 
Wesenberg. The two-point 
conversion failed.

In the fourth quarter, 
Johnson tossed a 11-yard 
pass to Ryan Westrich for 
another TD, with the two-
point conversion failing 
again.

Another TD pass from 
Johnson to Sam Roberts 
from 30 yards out was 
followed by a two-point 
conversion pass from 
Johnson to Colin Fischer to 
bring the Bears to within 
two points.

Johnson ended the night 
16-for-25 for 239 yards and 

three TDs.
Fischer carried the ball 

nine times for 16 yards.
Wrightstown 57, Sha-

wano 0
Highlights were few 

and far between when Sha-
wano was pounded 57-0 at 
Wrightstown.

Wrightstown scored 22 
points in the first quarter 
(including a safety), 21 in 
the second (including an 
interception returned 35 
yards for a score) and 14 
in the fourth. There was 
no scoring in the third 
quarter.

Jerzy Brocker complet-
ed 5-of-15 for 26 yards and 
one interception.

Marcus Brezgel car-
ried the ball 17 times for 73 
yards, and Austin Heling 
caught four passes for 23 
yards.

Red Raiders pull out victory in final seconds

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Aug. 30
Pulaski 2, Appleton East 0
One goal in each half was enough 

for Pulaski as the Red Raiders shut out 
Appleton East 2-0 in non-conference 
action.

Maddox McKeefry started the scoring 
with an unassisted goal at 23 minutes.

At 53 minutes in the second half, Riley 
Crocker scored on an assist from Hudson 
Schultz.

Pulaski had nine shots on goal com-
pared to two for Appleton East. Josh 
Roth had one save for the Red Raiders, 
and Henry Benz had seven for Appleton 
East.

Aug. 29
Pulaski 3, Marshfield 3
Pulaski and Marshfield battled to a 3-3 

tie in non-conference action on the Red 
Raiders’ field Aug. 29.

Pulaski opened the game with Maddox 
McKeefry scoring with an assist from 
AJ Schenk eight minutes into the game. 
Marshfield scored twice in the first half 
to lead 2-1 at the break.

McKeefry had an unassisted scored at 
the 44-minute mark to tie the contest at 
2-2. At 72 minutes, Marshfield regained 
the lead, but the Red Raiders tied it back 
up eight minutes later on an unassisted 
goal from Hudson Schultz.

Pulaski had nine shots on goal, while 
Marshfield had five. Josh Roth had three 
saves for the Red Raiders.

Aug. 27
Pulaski 7, Shawano 0
Maddox McKeefry and Tate Gerth 

each scored a pair of goals as Pulaski 
shut out Shawano on its home field 7-0 
on Aug. 27.

The Red Raiders led 4-0 at the half, 
first on an unassisted goal by McKeefry 
and then another unassisted goal by 
Hudson Schultz. McKeefry and Gerth 
each scored again for the Red Raiders on 
penalty kicks.

Scoring in the second half began with 
a penalty kick goal by Nolan Pratt at the 
51st minute.

Gerth scored his second goal nine 
minutes later with an assist from Deegan 
Lambert. The final goal came at 73 min-
utes from Josh Aranda with an an assist 
from Henry Kanzenbach.

Pulaski’s Jonah Drews and Josh Roth 
worked the goal. Ryan Buerman was Sha-
wano’s goalkeeper, and he had 17 saves.

The Red Raiders had 21 shots on goal, 
while Shawano had none.

Pulaski shuts out Appleton East, Shawano

Pulaski’s Maddox McKeefry (22) braces himself for a kick in the Red Raiders 7-0 shutout over Shawano on Aug. 27. 			      KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

Above, Shawano and Pulaski players work up a sweat in their Aug. 27 game at Shawano 
Community High School. The Red Raiders shut out the Hawks 7-0. At right, Donovan 
Holderness (11), a captain for Pulaski’s soccer team, leans into his kick.

KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA
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Golf outing to benefit Bonduel athletics
Annual 

event set for 
Sept. 14 at 
Shalagoco

BY KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-Chief

It’s almost time for 
the Bonduel Track and 
Field annual golf outing to 
benefit all Bonduel athletic 

programs.
This year’s four-person 

scramble and dinner event 
will be held Sept. 14 at the 
Shawano Lake Golf Course 
(Shalagoco).

Organizer Greg Strayer 
said the group formed 
nearly two decades ago 
to help with the costs of 
maintenance of the foot-
ball field and track.

Now, the goal is to 
raise funds for a new press 
box and a shed for main-
tenance equipment that 
would be under the press 

box.
“Years ago, the press 

box was built by the shop 
class, and it’s in need of 
repairs,” Strayer said. “The 
school would also like it 
moved because, after they 
created a new school en-
trance, the box blocks the 
view of the entrance.”

The latest estimates are 
the press box and main-
tenance area would cost 
about $150,000, said Chris 
Rank, activities director at 
Bonduel High School and 
a member of the Bonduel 

Track and Field group.
Funds were recently 

donated to buy travel bags 
for the football team.

“We have a new youth 
volleyball program start-
ing, and we’re looking to 
get some help with the cost 
of uniforms,” Rank said. 
“We really help all levels – 
youth, middle school and 
high school – in whatever 
ways we can, whether it’s 
existing programs or help-
ing new ones get off the 
ground.”

Long-term plans at the 

school include a turf field 
for football and expanding 
the six-lane track to eight 
lanes.

The golf outing usually 
raises between $8,000 and 
$12,000, Stayer said.

“We have about 100 
golfers come out, hole 
sponsors, raffles and com-
munity donations,” he said.

The shotgun start will 
be at noon. Cocktails will 
be served at 5 p.m., with 
the dinner at 6 p.m.

Prizes, raffles and auc-
tions will follow the meal.

Strayer noted that the 
golf outing alternates each 
year between the Shalago-
co and Golden Sands Golf 
Course.

The price to participate 
is $80 per person, which 
includes 18 holes of golf, 
cart, dinner and prizes. For 
the meal only, the price is 
$45 per person.

For information or to 
book a tee time, call the 
Shalagoco at 715-524-4890 
or Strayer at 920-378-9955.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

BY NEW MEDIA STAFF

Aug. 30
Jaguar Classic
Shawano golfers scored 

seven under par for a 65 
and earned first-place hon-
ors at the Jaguar Classic at 
Hilly Haven Golf Course in 
Ashwaubenon.

The Jaguar Classic is a 
four-person scramble with 
alternating drives. Twenty-
one teams competed.

De Pere placed second 
with a 67, and Seymour 
was third with a 68.

Shawano is in second 
place in the Bay Confer-
ence. Next up is a confer-
ence mini-meet Sept. 10 at 
Seymour.

Aug. 27
Bay Conference Mini-

Meet #5
Shawano’s Sophie Eg-

gert scored a 42 and earned 
medalist honors at the Bay 
Conference Mini-Meet #5 
on Aug. 27 at Cherry Hills 
Golf & Lodge in Sturgeon 

Bay.
Bonduel’s Morgan 

Staszak was next in line 
with a 47.

Also scoring for 
the Hawks were Mad-
elyn Moesch with 52, Lily 
Glysch with 57 and Delanie 
Kunze with 58. Junior Mor-
gan Evans scored 60.

Other Bears adding to 
the team total were Paige 
Wolf at 57, Leah Court at 65 
and Raina Dworniczak at 
66. Junior McKenna Onesti 
scored a 70.

Seymour won the meet 
with a 206, followed by 
Shawn with a 209. Bonduel 
placed fourth with a 235.

Fox River Classic 
Conference Mini-Meet 
#2

The Red Raiders scored 
439 to place them sixth 
out of seven teams at the 
Fox River Classic Con-
ference Mini-Meet #2 at 
Riverdale Country Club in 
Sheboygan.

Bay Port won with a 330.

Scores for Pulaski were 
105, 107, 108 and 119.

Bay Conference Mini-
Meet #4

Aug. 26
Shawano golfer Sophia 

Eggert was the medal-
ist once again when the 
Hawks competed Aug. 
26 in the Bay Conference 
Mini-Meet No. 4 at Golden 
Sands Golf Course in Cecil.

Eggert’s score of 40 set 
the pace for the Hawks, 
who placed second with 
a 192. Seymour won with 
a 177, and Bonduel placed 
fifth with a 211.

Joining Eggert for 
Shawano were Lily Glysch 
with a 45, Melanie Kunze 
with a 52 and Madelyn 
Moesch with a 55. Morgan 
Evans also carded a 55.

Bonduel was led by 
Raina Dworniczak and 
Paige Wolf, each with a 
49. They were joined by 
Morgan Staszak with a 52 
and Hailey Spates with a 61. 
Leah Court scored a 65.

Shawano golfers win Jaguar Classic

Chargers runners capture title at Pittsville Invite
Aug. 29
Rhinelander 

Invitational
Ryan Corn and Urijah 

Reevis paced the Menomi-
nee Nation High School 
boys and girls cross-
country runners at the 
Rhinelander Invitational 
on Aug. 29.

Corn, a sophomore, fin-
ished in 20th place in the 
5,000-meter race in 19:41.0.

He was joined by junior 
Barron Waupoose, who 
placed 25th in 19:52.3; 
freshman Bryant Wau-
poose III, who finished 
27th in 20:02.3; senior 
Francis Delabrau, who 
placed 53rd in 21:28.9; and 
senior Quinn Olson, who 
finished 60th in 22:01.6.

Reevis, a junior, fin-
ished in 29th place with 
a time of 25:56.4. Senior 
Anisa Waupoose placed 
64th in 32:52.9, and junior 
Keira Nacotee was 69th in 
36:29.9.

Aug. 29
Pittsville Invitational
Wittenberg-Birnam-

wood’s girls cross-country 
team finished first and the 
boys were second at the 
Pittsville Invitational on 
Aug. 29.

Rory Salveson was the 
sole first place finisher for 
the Chargers, crossing the 
finish line in 21.40.

Nor Bushman was 
third in 22:12, with Harper 
Kroll in fifth in 22:30 and 
Gabrielle Timm in seventh 
in 23:40.

Also competing for Wit-
tenberg-Birnamwood were 

Sydney Schairer in 20th in 
28:08 and Jayden Zeinert 
in 29th place in 31:13.

The boys were led by 
Landon Meronk, who fin-
ished ninth in 21.46.

Five more finished in 
the top 20. They were 
Jonas Bushman, 14th, 22:54; 
Milo Salveson, 16th, 23:07; 
Hayden Miller, 18th, 23:11; 

Marty Nowinsky, 19th, 
23:12; and Taras Guk, 20th, 
23:16.

Carson Meronk placed 
21st in 23:22; Dalton 
Fletcher was 23rd in 23:42; 
Coleton Mueller finished 
24th in 23:44; and Carter 
Walvogel was 32nd in 
25:41.

Standing Rock 
Invitational

Marion’s Brooklyn 
Ahlers finished 27th in 
the 3,200-meter run and 
Bella Conover placed 40th 
in the 5,000-meter run at 
the Stevens Point invita-
tional. Ahlers’ time was 
16:28.80, and Conover’s 
was 29:43.40.

Also in the longer run, 
Bridget Much placed 62nd 

in 34:40.50, and Mieka Hir-
shovn was 69th in 41:35:00.

For the boys, Tristan 
Herro placed 33rd in the 
5,000-meter run. His time 
was 23:53.80.

Aug. 28
Freedom Irish Invite
Gillett’s Bradyn Wen-

dorff won the 5,000-me-
ter run at the Freedom 
invitational with a time of 
17:40.28.

Teammates Nash Stage 
placed 16th in 19:51.20 and 
Scott Herroux was 24th in 
20:52.20.

In the 3,200-meter run, 
Noah Soper led Gillett 
with a sixth place finish in 
9:43.00.

He was joined by Brax-
ton Valley, 17th, 10:31.20; 

Alex Valley, 25th, 11:05.50; 
Johnny DiMaggio, 26th, 
11:10.80; Ryker Gruel, 48th, 
12:50.50; and Van Blas-
kowski, 60th, 14:18.30.

Amanda Pate fin-
ished second in the girls 
3,200-meter run in 10:12.20. 
She was joined by Halle 
Wendorff, who place 23rd 
in 11:56.90, and Sharlese 
Stage, who placed 44th in 
12:50.30.

In the 5,000-meter run, 
Hope Soper led Gillett, 
placing 11th in 23:27.30.

Sophia Limberg placed 
27th in 23:57.20; Mag-
gie Kaczmarek was 37th 
in 26:39.20; Lily Hansen 
placed 40th in 26:54.50; 
and Cilena Guns finished 
54th in 32:53.70.

Menominee Nation junior Urijah Reevis set the pace for her teammates at 
the Rhinelander Invitational. She completed the 5,000-meter cross country 
contest in 25:56.4, which placed her 29th.	                     ROBERT MAINHARDT
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Social Media benefits and harms
September 7th
Dr. Matt Minich, UW Madison

Oral Health
September 21st
Dr. Rebecca Stevens, Shawano Family Dentistry

Listen to

~ Health Talk ~
Saturdays at 10:00 am on 

WTCH am960 and FM 96.1

Hosted by Hosted by 
Dr. Brian Grieves, DC, MPHDr. Brian Grieves, DC, MPH

Chargers place second at Bay Conference Relays

After only having six 
swimmers on varsity last 
year, the Wittenberg-
Birnamwood swim team is 
back bigger and better for 
2024.

The Chargers have a 
full varsity team as well as 
a pair of swimmers for JV 
events.

At the Bay Confer-
ence Relays on Aug. 29 
in Sturgeon Bay, Witten-
berg-Birnamwood placed 
second with 120 points, 
with Door County United 
in first with 127.

The team earned four 
first-place finishes as well 
as two each for second and 
third.

In the 200-yard medley 
relay, Brooklyn Beran, 
Reese Dickman, Kelsie 
Davis and Faith Resch 
finished with a time of 
1:58:04. Faith Resch, Claire 
Timm, Andrea Powell and 
Ava Hegewald completed 
the 200-yard freestyle 4x50 
relay in 1:56.87. 

In the 3x100-yard 
breaststroke relay, it was 
Olivia Bessette, Rylee 

Crick and Reese Dickman 
touching in 3:50.47. Resch, 
Bessette, Dickman and 
Davis had a time of 3:56.54 
in the 400-yard freestyle 
relay.

Chloe Hanson, Bessette, 
Elizabeth Behnke and 
Timm placed second in the 
100-yard freestyle relay 
4x25 with 59.33, and Pow-
ell, Davis and Crick earned 
second in the 200-yard 
butterfly 50-100-50 relay in 
2:07.51.

Hegewald, Powell, 
Crick and Beran placed 
third in the 400-yard 
medley 4x100 intermedi-
ate medley in 4:59.8, and 
Beran, Behnke, Hanson 
and Ava Filtz placed third 
with a time of 9:10.77 in the 
750-yard freestyle relay 
400-200-100-50.

Filtz, Hegewald, Hanson 
and Addie Schmid were 
fourth in the 200-yard 
medley reverse order in 
2:38.14.

Sixth place in the 3x100 
backstroke was captured 
by Timm, Schmid and 
Behnke in 4:18.16.

Carroll continues winning ways, despite rough time for team
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Aug. 28
Pulaski 5, Shawano 2

The Shawano girls ten-
nis team battled against an 
experienced Pulaski team 
to get two wins as Pulaski 

captured five victories.
Upstart freshman Jaelyn 

Hietpas won her second 
match in a row with 6-4, 

6-0 victory. Rachael Car-
roll continued her winning 
streak with 6-0, 6-0 wins.

Each team won two 
singles matches.

Pulaski’s Ruth Krause 

topped Ireland Setterman 
6-1, 6-3 at No. 1 singles, 
while teammate Isabella 
Skalecki defeated Hadley 
Rettke 6-0, 6-1 in the No. 
3 spot.

At No. 2, Carroll beat 
Aubrie Schluessler 6-0, 
6-0, and at No. 4, Hietpas 
defeated Anna Krause.

Alyssa Eggert and Addi-
son Heezen of Pulaski won 
6-1, 6-3 over Claire Wei-
land and Olivia Dobratz at 
No. 1.

At No. 2, it was Ayla 
Groteluschen and Linde 
Lemerond shutting out 
Madison Miller and Lana 
Owens 6-0, 6-0.

The scores of 6-0, 6-1 
at No. 3 were in favor 
of Hailey Jansen and 
Gretchen Rottier over 
Ava Hoffman and Abriella 
Mahkimetas-Kurkiewicz.

Aug. 26
Shawano Triangular
Shawano tennis singles 

player Rachel Carroll went 
2-0 and extended her sea-
son mark to 11-1 when the 
Hawks hosted Manitowoc 
and Oshkosh North in a 
triangular Aug. 26.

TENNIS, CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

Earn 4 first place finishes

The Wittenberg-Birnamwood swim team cheers one of their teammates at the Bay Conference Relays on Aug. 29 in Sturgeon Bay.	           CONTRIBUTED
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Volleyball season begins for several local teams

BY NEW MEDIA STAFF

Aug. 29
Marion Invitational
Tigerton High School 

played in their first volley-
ball matches of the season 
Aug. 29 at the Marion 
Invitational.

Except for the first 
match of the night, the 
Tigers kept the sets close 
and exciting.

The Tigers lost their 
first match to Menominee 
Nation with identical set 
scores of 25-10. Menomi-
nee Nation also beat 
Tigerton 2-0.

Tigerton then defeated 
Phelps 2-1 with set scores 
of 25-22, 25-27 and 15-12. 
Elcho defeated Tigerton 
2-0 with set scores of 25-19 
and 26-24. Tigerton beat 
Faith Christian Academy 
in the fourth round 2-0 
with set scores of 25-17 
and 25-17.

In the final match of the 
evening, Tigerton defeated 
Marion 2-1 with set scores 
of 15-25, 25-16 and 15-13.

“Tonight was our first 
chance to play together 
in competition,” Tigerton 
coach Holly Meverden 
said. “The girls will work 
hard, and we will figure 
out how to make it work 

in many areas as needed. 
I see so much potential on 
the floor and am sure that 
I will see improvement.”

For the tournament, 
Danika Tiller led Tigerton 
with 47 assists.

Angel Welch collected 
43 digs, with Aaliyah 
Lederhaus having 24, Jade 
Selle and Lillian Welch 
with 20 each and Sienna 
Breaker getting 18.

Presley Stewart-Rolfs 
scored 21 kills, while 
Lederhaus had 15, Selle 
had 14 and Lillian Welch 
with 12.

Stewart-Rolfs notched 
41 points and 17 aces, 
Breaker had 34 points and 
seven aces, and Tiller had 
19 points and four aces.

Lederhaus led the team 
with three block kills.

Crivitz Triangular
Suring downed Oneida 

Nation 3-0 and then lost 
4-0 to Crivitz at the lat-
ter’s home triangular.

Against Crivitz, Suring 
was defeated 25-19, 25-22, 
25-14, 3-0.

Wausaukee 3, Gillett 
2

Gillett dropped to 2-2 
on the year with a 3-2 loss 
to Wausaukee at home.

Aug. 27
Winneconne Quad 

Invitational
Shawano finished run-

ner-up at the Winneconne 
Quad Invitational in their 
first matches of the season 
Aug. 27.

The Hawks dropped 
their match against their 
hosts 18-25, 25-22, 13-15. 
However, Shawano came 
back and defeated Den-
mark 25-17, 25-16, and then 
topped Wautoma in three 
sets 11-25, 25-15, 15-10.

“The night had many 
ups and downs as we 
learned our rotations and 
positions, but overall, it 
was a successful night,” 
coach Dan Trudgeon said. 
“We played Winneconne 
first and the final set came 
down to the wire with 
Winneconne coming out 
on top 13-15. It was a night 
to learn from after only 
three practices as a team 
this season.”

The Hawks were led by 
Leah Nordin and Natalie 
Bystol with 24 and 21 kills, 
respectively. Both led the 
team with five aces as 
well. Teagen Thompson 
led the team in digs with 
25, and Amelia Klement 
led the offense with 35 
assists.

SPASH Tournament
Wittenberg-Birnam-

wood opened its season 
in tournament action at 
Stevens Point Area Senior 
High School, finishing 3-1 
in the process.

“It was a good start to 
the season by finishing 
first in the Silver Bracket,” 
coach Becky Rew said. 
“The girls played hard, 
fought back in a couple 
matches and ended the 
day 3-1. We started a little 
slow in our first match but 
turned it around quickly 
to win the next three 
games.”

The highlight of the day 
was when the girls fought 
back from a deficit against 
Green Bay NEW Lutheran 
to win the second and 
third sets and take the 
match.

The Chargers lost 1-2 
to De Pere with set scores 
of 14-25, 25-17, 8-15; beat 
Wisconsin Rapids Lincoln 
2-0 by scores of 25-18, 
25-14; defeated Green Bay 
NEW Lutheran 2-1 on 
scores of 18-25, 25-22, 15-13; 
and downed Rhinelander 
2-0 by set scores of 25-13, 
25-23.

Kaitlin Tuskowski 
posted 52 serving attempts 
with eight aces and 17 as-
sists; Makayla Meronk had 
22 serving attempts with 
five aces and 30 digs; and 
Lily Metropulos recorded 
23 serving attempts with 
five aces and 36 hitting 
attempts with 10 kills, 30 
assists and 27 digs.

Melaina Granquist re-
corded 52 hitting attempts 
with 14 kills and six block 
kills. Charlie Eichman had 
38 hitting attempts with 11 
kills and five block kills, 
and Evelyn Fletcher had 
34 hitting attempts with 
10 kills.

Gresham 3, Three 
Lakes 2

Gresham won three 
sets against Three Lakes 
to improve to 1-1 on the 
year.

Gillett Quad
Gillett went 2-1 at its 

home quad with wins 
over Stockbridge and 
White Lake and a loss to 
Sevastopol.

Both wins were 3-0 
shutouts, while the loss 
was also a 3-0 shutout in 
favor of Sevastopol.

Battle of the Valley
Oconto Falls lost 2-1 

to Fox Valley Lutheran in 
their opening contest at 
the Battle of the Valley in 
Ashwaubenon. However, 
the Panthers came back 
and shut out Little Chute 
2-0 to end their day.

Shiocton Invite
Suring lost 2-0 to 

Shiocton at the Shiocton 
Invite.

Oconto Invite
Menominee Nation 

was shut out 2-0 by both 
Oconto and Bonduel at the 
Oconto Invite.

The Bears started out 
with a win over Menomi-
nee Nation 25-11, 25-14.

Bonduel then lost to 
Valders in three sets after 
winning the first set 25-22, 
22-25, 12-15.

It took two sets for the 
Bears to defeat Mishicot 
25-19, 25-17.

Bonduel lost its last 
match in three sets against 
the host Oconto after win-
ning the first set. 25-20, 
21-25, 11-15. Oconto went 
on to win their invite.

Bonduel was lead by 
Audrey Weier who tallied 
28 kills and 29 digs. Other 
strong contributors were 
Juliana Jacobs with 19 kills 
and Audrey Jacobs with 
13 kills. Josie Anvelink 
led in digs with 31. Tatum 
Sporisky tallied 29 digs 
and seven aces. Paige 
Niquette had 40 assists. 
And Jayla Reinke had 28 
assists.

As a whole, the team 
did not perform as well as 
Carroll. Shawano was 0-2.

Oshkosh North 8, 
Shawano 1

Carroll won her No. 2 
singles match 6-2, 6-0 over 
Arianna Bauer. Dropping 
their singles matches were 
Ireland Setterman, Hadley 
Rettke and Amelia Belter.

All five Shawano 
duos lost their doubles 
matches. They included 
Claire Weiland and Olivia 
Dobratz (one win), Lana 
Owens and Madison 
Miller (two wins), Abriella 
Mahkimetas-Kurkiewicz 
and Ava Hoffman (three 
wins), Harper Rettke and 
Caroline Bergman (one 

win) and Chloe Gilling and 
Ruby Onesti (no wins).

Manitowoc Lincoln 6, 
Shawano 1

Again, Carroll had the 
only win for Shawano, 
claiming 6-2, 6-0 victories 
over Allison Gates.

Setterman was shut out 
at No. 1 singles, Hadley 
Retake won four games at 
No. 3, and Jaelyn Hietpas 
won four games at No. 4. 
Weiland and Dobratz were 
shut out at No. 1 doubles. 
Miller and Owens had 
close contests but came 
up short, falling 6-4, 7-5 at 
No. 2 doubles. At No. 3, 
Hoffman and Mahkimetas-
Kurkiewicz won two 
games.

TENNIS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

Tigerrton keeps matches close, exciting as 
Tigers open season at Marion Invitational
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Monday thru Friday 9:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.
Online: classifieds@newmedia-wi.com

Ad Deadline: 3pm Thursday Prior

HHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSSHHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSS

ELIMINATE GUTTER
CLEANING FOREVER!

LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking

gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE

LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire

Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military

Discounts. 
Call 1-877-920-3533

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL
Can install a new, custom

bath or shower in as little as
one day. For a limited time,

we're cutting installation
costs in half & offering a
FREE safety upgrade!
Additional terms apply. 

Subject to change and vary
be dealer. Offer ends 3/31/24

1-833-224-4977 (WCAN)

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE:
QUEEN MATTRESSES

FROM $199 40 Styles on
Display! All Sizes Avail.

PlymouthFurnitureWI.com
2133 Eastern Ave Plymouth

WI 920-892-6006 Open Daily
(WCAN)

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES TODAY with a
GENERAC Home Standby

Generator. Act now to receive
a FREE 5-year warranty w/
qualifying purchase. Call 1-

877-626-1009 today to
schedule a free quote. it's not
just a generator. Its a power

move. (WCAN)

REPLACE YOUR ROOF
w/the best looking & longest
lasting material, steel from

Erie Metal Roofs! 3 Styles & 
multiple colors available.

Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer - up to

50% OFF Installation + Add'l
10% off install (for military,

health
workers & 1st responders) 

Call Erie Metal Roofs 
1-877-845-6606 (WCAN)

The bathroom of your
dreams in as 

little as 1 day. Limited Time
Offer - $1000 off or No

Payments & No 
Interest for 18 months for

customers who qualify. BCI
Bath & Shower. Many

options available. Quality 
materials & professional 

installation. Senior &
Military 

Discounts Available. Call
today! 1-877-651-1850

(WCAN)

THINKING ABOUT
INSTALLING A NEW
SHOWER? American

Standard makes it easy.
FREE design 

consultation. Enjoy your
shower again! Call 

1-844-479-1327 today to see
how you can save $1,000 on

installation, or visit
www.newshowerdeal.com/wc

p (WCAN)

MMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEEMMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE
DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO
SELL? .... GET RESULTS!
Affordable advertising that

fits your budget! Reach
OVER 300,000 homes! Place

your ad in MANY weekly
Wisconsin Shoppers &

Buyers' Guide papers for as
low as $36.00 Call today!

Publishers 
Development Service, Inc.
(PDS, Inc.) 1-920-922-4864

www.pdsadnet.com

WCAN (Wisconsin
Community Ad Network)

and/or the member 
publications review ads to

the best of their ability.
Unfortunately, many

unscrupulous people are
ready to take your money!
PLEASE BE CAREFUL

ANSWERING ANY AD THAT
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO

BE TRUE! For more
information, or to file a 

complaint regarding an ad,
please 

contact The Department of
Trade, Agriculture &

Consumer Protection 
1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

PPEETTSSPPEETTSS
American Eskimo/Shelti

Cross Pups Fluffy/Friendly
Dewormed $60 
715-223-4780

AUSSIE DOODLE PUPS
Shots/Worm/VetCk  Choc,

Merle & Parti $600-$800 715-
255-2661 (#269146)

CAVALIER KING CHARLES
PUPPIES Vet/wormed/shots

$300 715-223-0782
FOR SALE: ACA POODLE

Male 27 lb DOB 4-25-18
Proven Breeder or great pet
$250 Also Female Shiba Inu
pups Ready 4-24 Reserve

yours now $300 
715-773-1778

MINI BERNEDOODLE
PUPPIES Shots/Vet ckd.

Dews/wormed $375-$750 No
Sun Calls 715-409-3321

(495932) (WCAN)

Moyen Poodle Pups $450
Samoyed Pups $550 Ready
to go 715-409-0533

Older AUSSIE DOODLE
PUPS Shots/Worm/Vet Can
Deliver  $250  715-255-2661

(#269146)

PRETTY POM PUPPY F-
$380;  Yorkie  Pom Puppies

cute cuddly fluffy
socialized Males-$350, 1st

shots 715-229-2964

REG TOY POODLE PUPS
dews/shots/vet-chk'd/wormed

Non -Shed $400-$500
READY to go 715-536-0697
or 715-316-2522 (524892)

(WCAN)

REG YORKSHIRE TERRIER 
PUPPIES Vet

checked/wormed/dews,
Males $1000; Females

$1200 No Sun Calls 715-
409-3321 (495932) (WCAN)

VVeehhiicclleess..

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck,
boat, RV and more to support

our veterans! Schedule a
FAST, FREE vehicle pickup

and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran Car

Donations at 1-844-406-2647
today! (WCAN)

GET YOUR DEDUCTION
AHEAD OF THE YEAR-
END! Donate Your Car,

Truck or SUV to assist the
blind & visually impaired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost

vehicle pickup & secure a
generous year-end tax

credit. Call HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND today at! 
844-374-3067 (WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

CONNECT TO THE BEST
WIRELESS home Internet

with EarthLink. Enjoy speeds
from 5G & 4G LTE networks,

no contracts, easy
installation, & data plans up

to 300 GB. Call 
844-223-7265 (WCAN)

DENTAL INSURANCE.
From Physicians Mutual

Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus 

procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a

discount plan. Don't Wait!
Call now! Get your FREE

Dental
Information Kit with all the

details! 855-807-9516
www.dental50plus.com/wic
ommunity #6258 (WCAN)

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET
Get your favorite live TV,

sports, &
local channels. 99% signal

reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months.

HBO Max & Premium 
Channels included for 3 mos

(w/CHOICE Package or
higher) No 

annual contract, no hidden
fees! Some restrictions apply.

Call IVS 1-833-574-1746
(WCAN)

DIRECTV Sports Pack 3
Months on Us! Watch pro &
College sports LIVE. Plus

over 40 regional & specialty 
networks included. NFL,

College 
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL,

Golf & more. Some
restrictions apply 
Call DIRECTV 

1-888-925-9452 (WCAN)

DON'T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!

Discover the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned about a

fall or wants to regain access
to their entire home. Call

AmeriGlide today! 
1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

Get DISH Satellite TV &
Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus
limited Time Up to $600 in

Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-844-897-8523 (WCAN)

HughesNet Satellite
Internet: 25 mbps starting at
$49.99/mo! Get More Data,
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST
download speeds. Wifi built

in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease 

customers! Limited Time Call
1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

MobileHelp, America's
Premier 

Mobile Medical Alert
System. Whether you're

home or away, for safety and
Peace of Mind. No Long

Term Contracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today! 1-855-

491-0732 (WCAN)

STROKE &
CARDIOVASCULAR

disease are leading causes
of death, according to the

AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION. Screening

can provide peace of mind or
early detection! 

Contact Life Line Screening
to 

schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings

for just $149! Call 
1-888-675-5048 (WCAN)

SWITCH & SAVE UP TO
$250/YEAR on your talk, text

& data. No contract & no
hidden fees. Unlimited talk &
text with flexible data plans.

Premium 
nationwide coverage. 100%

U.S. based customer service.
For more info, call 

1-844-883-1477 (WCAN)

UP TO $15,000 OF
GUARANTEED LIFE

INSURANCE! No medical
exam or health questions.
Cash to help pay funeral &
other final expenses. Call

Physicians Life Insurance
Company 844-433-5898 or

visit www.Life55plus.info/wcp
(WCAN)

VVaaccaattiioonn//
LLaakkee  PPrrooppeerrttyy

WESLEY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC Timeshare

Cancellation Experts Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare
debt & fees cancelled in

2019. Get FREE
informational package &

learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! FREE 

consultations. Over 450
positive 
reviews. 

CALL 844-374-2565
(WCAN)

FFFFAARRMM//LLIIVVEESSTTOOCCKKAARRMM//LLIIVVEESSTTOOCCKK

FRITZ BARN PAINTING
Rusty Roofs, Metal bldings

Free Est 608-221-3510 
920-821-6311

VVeehhiicclleess..

Turn Trash Into
Cash with the
CC LL AA SS SS II FF II EE DD SS

AAPPAAPPAARRAARR TTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXXTTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXX

1330 E Lieg Ave
2 bedrooms

Great location
Parking avail.

Starting at $775 + deposit
Pete 715-218-5731
1350 E  Lieg Ave
Beautiful recently
Fully Remodeled

2 bedrooms
Great loc. Garage avail.

Starting at  $795 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

445 Humphrey Cr. 
Beautiful

Fully Remodeled
1 or 2 Bedroom

Convenient location
Garage Available

Starting at $715 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

FIND 
WHAT 
YOU
NEED
IInn  TThhee

CCllaassssiiffiieeddss

715-526-6188

Apartment For
Rent?

AAddvveerrttiissee  IItt  
WWiitthh  UUss!!

Dial
715-526-6188
to advertise here
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Duane P. Maas, 79, of 
Mountain, passed away 
peacefully at home, sur-
rounded by family, on 
Wednesday, Aug. 28, 
2024.

Duane was born on 
Feb. 9, 1945, to the late 
Norbert and Gertrude 
(Jezeski) Maas in Milwau-
kee. He graduated from 
Central High School in 
West Allis and began a 
career in manufacturing 
as a machinist. Duane 
later retired from Eaton 
Corp.

On Nov. 4, 1967, Duane 
married Delight Wilson 
at St. Augustine Catholic 
Church in West Allis. In 
2007, the couple moved 
to Mountain full time 
after previously living in 
the Milwaukee area.

Duane is a member of 
AARP and St. Mary’s of 
the Lake Catholic Church. 
He enjoyed playing darts 
and horseshoes. Duane 
greatly enjoyed spending 
time outdoors including 
fishing and hunting.

Duane is survived by 
his beloved wife, Delight; 
two sons, Kent (Tracy) 
and Kyle (Kim); two 
grandchildren, Amanda 
(Alex) Moser and Austin 
(fiancée Megan) Maas; 
three step-grandchildren, 
Brandon (Abbey) Davitz, 
Taylor Davitz and Emilie 
(fiancé Trever) Davitz; 
two sisters-in-law, Sherry 
Maas and Donna Maas. 
He is further survived 
by many nieces, neph-
ews, other relatives and 
friends.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents; 
brothers, Norbert, Jerry 

and Dennis; step-sister, 
Audrey.

Visitation will be held 
on Saturday, Sept. 7, 
2024, at Gruetzmacher 
Funeral Home in Suring 
from 10 a.m. until the fu-
neral service at noon with 
Father Praveen Pamisetti 
officiating. Duane will 
be interred at Mountain 
Cemetery.

Gruetzmacher Fu-
neral Home in Suring is 
assisting the family with 
arrangements. Online 
condolences can be ex-
pressed at www.gruetzm-
acherfuneralhome.com.

The family would like 
to thank the staff of Unity 
Hospice for the care and 
compassion offered to 
Duane and his family. 
Further thanks to the Sur-
ing Lions Club for the use 
of their equipment.
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Helen T. Gysling
Helen Therese Gysling, 

91, of Gillett, formerly of 
Minnetonka, Minnesota, 
died at home with fam-
ily by her side, Saturday 
evening, Aug. 24, 2024, 
and went to be with her 
Savior.

She was born May 20, 
1933, in Bern, Switzerland, 
to Charles and Marie 
(Nyffeler) Favez. She 
grew up in Switzerland, 
where she completed her 
schooling and began her 
engagement to Walter 
Gysling. After immigrat-
ing to the United States, 
they were married in New 
York City on May 26, 1956. 
They eventually settled in 
Minnetonka, Minnesota, 
where they raised their 
three children and lived 
for over 50 years.

Helen embraced a per-
sonal relationship with her 
Savior and loved support-
ing local missionaries. She 
will be remembered for 
her many acts of service, 
specifically the wonder-
ful meals she prepared for 

others in her community. 
Helen’s favorite pastimes 
included baking, garden-
ing, knitting, crocheting, 
sewing and especially 
walking, hiking and skiing.

Survivors are her 
husband of 68 years; three 
children, Peter (Kim) 
Gysling, Roger (Tina) 
Gysling and Ruth (Rev. 
Paul) Carlson; eight grand-
children, Rev. Jonathan 
(Stacy) Carlson, David 
(Miranda) Carlson, Holly 
(Joel) Ortman, Amber 
(Rev. Tyler) Berberia, Eti-

enne (Fabienne) Gysling, 
Savannah Gysling, Aman-
dine Gysling and Chiara 
Gysling; seven great-
grandchildren, Violet, 
Jace, Micah, Adriana, Julia, 
Caleb and Evelyn; and 
cousin/special friends, 
Dori (Walter) Rhorbach.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Charles and Marie; 
and sister, Madeline 
Schlabach.

Visitation will be held 
after 10 a.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 31, 2024, at Hillside 
Assembly of God in Gillett 
until the time of service. 
A memorial service will 
be held 11 a.m. Saturday at 
the church, with the Revs. 
Paul and Jonathan Carlson 
officiating. Burial will take 
place at Wanderers Rest 
Cemetery in Gillett. Jones 
Funeral Service in Oconto 
Falls is serving the Gysling 
family.

A special thank you to 
the staff of Unity Hospice 
for their compassionate 
and attentive care.

Duane P. Maas

OBITUARIES

www.newmedia-wi.com
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Oconto’s Harvest Fest 
returns Sept. 28 from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. when down-
town Oconto transforms 
into the ultimate fall 
playground, with free fun, 
food, and festivities for 
the whole family.

Main Street will be 
buzzing with excitement 
as it closes to vehicles 
and opens up to a lively 
parade of vendors, arts 
and crafts, and delicious 
seasonal treats.

“We’ve pulled out all 
the stops to make this 
year’s Harvest Fest unfor-
gettable,” said Samantha 
Routheau, president of 
the Oconto Area Chamber 
of Commerce. “From the 
all-new pumpkin carving 
contest to a scavenger 
hunt that will have you 
exploring every nook and 
cranny of downtown, this 
event is all about cel-
ebrating the season and 
our amazing community. 
Get ready for a day of 
pure fall fun.”

The pumpkin carv-
ing contest is part of the 
festivities. Whether aim-
ing for spooky, funny or 
downright creative, par-
ticipants can bring their 

pre-carved masterpiece to 
the information booth at 
the corner of Main Street 
and Superior Avenue. 
Winners will be crowned 
at 2 p.m.

For those with a sense 
of adventure, the scaven-
ger hunt is where it’s at. 
Participants can travel 
through downtown look-
ing for scarecrows. There 
is the opportunity to win 
some sweet prizes.

Children will have 

games and activities 
designed just for them, 
while adults can indulge 
in some serious shopping 
and tasty treats like hot 
apple cider to the crunch 
of fresh-picked apples.

The event is sponsored 
by Stewart’s Heating and 
Cooling, along with Un-
limited Services, Margie 
Daul State Farm, Electri-
cal Service and Supplies, 
Koehne Chevrolet GMC, 
and Bug Tussel.
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Proceedings of Aug. 30
• Buzz A. Anwash, 39, 

Wabeno, was sentenced to 
three years in prison, followed 
by three years of extended 
supervision, for operat-
ing a motor vehicle with a 
prohibited blood alcohol 
content (seventh offense), in 
connection with an incident 
that occurred Jan. 28. Judge 
Michael Judge ruled that the 
sentence is consecutive to any 
other sentences that Anwash 
is currently serving. 

• Steven M. Ducat, 37, 
Oconto, was sentenced to three 
years in prison, followed by four 
years of extended supervision, 
for operating a motor vehicle 
while intoxicated (fourth of-
fense), first-degree recklessly 
endangering safety, fleeing an 
officer in a vehicle, two counts 
of misdemeanor disorderly 
conduct and a misdemeanor 
count of resisting or obstructing 
an officer, in connection with an 
incident that occurred March 
17. Judge ruled that after serv-
ing two years of this sentence, 
Ducat may be eligible for the 
substance abuse program. 
Ducat received credit for 166 
days already served in jail.

• Jacob Louis Anderson, 35, 
Coleman, pleaded no contest to 
two misdemeanor counts of re-
sisting or obstructing an officer 
and one misdemeanor count 
each of possession of cocaine, 
in connection with an incident 
that occurred June 9. Judge im-
posed and stayed a county jail 
sentence and placed Anderson 
on two years of probation.

• Joel S. Willmann, 30, So-
bieski, pleaded no contest to a 
misdemeanor count of resisting 
or obstructing an officer, in con-
nection with an incident that 
occurred March 5. Two counts 
of felony bail jumping were 
dismissed but read into the 
record as part of a plea agree-
ment. Judge levied fines and 

sentenced him to six months in 
county jail.

• Michael T. Stangel, 36, 
Green Bay, waived his right 
to a preliminary hearing and 
pleaded not guilty to stran-
gulation and suffocation, 
two counts of misdemeanor 
disorderly conduct and one 
count of misdemeanor battery, 
in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred Nov. 
22. Judge scheduled a status 
conference for Nov. 4.

Proceedings of Aug. 26
• David Lawrence Vanness, 

58, Luxemburg, pleaded no 
contest to operating a motor 
vehicle with a prohibited blood-
alcohol content (sixth offense), 
in connection with a crash that 
occurred Sept. 30, 2023. Judge 
scheduled sentencing for Oct. 
29 and ordered a pre-sentence 
investigation.

• Edward Alexander Lewis, 
52, Oconto Falls, waived his 
right to a preliminary hearing 
and pleaded not guilty to pos-
session of methamphetamine, 
maintaining a drug trafficking 
place, two counts of felony bail 
jumping, and misdemeanor 
counts of possession of THC 
and possession of drug para-
phernalia, in connection with an 
incident that allegedly occurred 
May 25. Lewis had previously 
been charged with possession 
with intent to deliver metham-
phetamine, bail jumping, main-
taining a drug trafficking place, 
and misdemeanor possession 
of THC and possession of drug 
paraphernalia, in connection 
with an incident that allegedly 
occurred Feb. 7, 2023. Judge 
scheduled a plea hearing in 
both cases for Sept. 18.

• A final pre-trial conference 
was held for Cindy M. Earley, 
56, Oconto, for a Sept. 11 jury 
trial on a felony charge of child 
abuse intentionally causing 
harm and misdemeanor counts 

of bail jumping and disorderly 
conduct, in connection with an 
incident that allegedly occurred 
June 23, 2021. Judge scheduled 
a status conference at the 
same time for a separate case 
involving felony bail jumping 
and misdemeanor counts of 
resisting or obstructing an 
officer and disorderly conduct, 
in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred Sept. 
29, 2023.

• Virginia M. Huycke, 
39, Oconto, was bound over 
after a preliminary hearing 
and pleaded not guilty to 
two counts of possession of 
methamphetamine and two 
misdemeanor counts posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia, in 
connection with incidents that 
allegedly occurred May 25 and 
26. Judge scheduled a pre-trial 
conference for Oct. 17.

• A $2,500 signature bond 
was set for Tammy J. Gauthier, 
43, Seymour, after she was 
charged with felony bail jump-
ing and misdemeanor posses-
sion of an illegally obtained pre-
scription, in connection with an 
incident that allegedly occurred 
March 30. Judge had approved 
a two-year deferred judgment 
agreement with Gauthier on 
Aug. 30, 2022, after she plead-
ed no contest to possession of 
methamphetamine in a Nov. 23, 
2021, incident. He adjourned 
her initial appearance on the 
new charge until Sept. 12.

Proceedings of Aug. 21
• An Aug. 27-29 jury trial 

was rescheduled to Jan. 6-8 for 
Peter J. VanHulle, 35, Oconto, 
on a charge of second-degree 
recklessly endangering safety, 
in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred July 
23, 2023. Judge ordered that 
all discovery be shared and 
motions filed by Dec. 1, and he 
scheduled a new final pre-trial 
conference for Dec. 2.

OCONTO COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

Musician Ryan Dooley performs for the crowd at the 2023 Harvest Fest in 
Oconto.� CONTRIBUTED

Harvest Fest set Sept. 28
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I know of something 
amazing that should be in 
the newspaper! I should 

drop them a line at
news@newmedia-wi.com



Ben Parker once said, 
“With great power, comes 
great responsibility.”

OK, so maybe Jordan 
Love isn’t Spiderman, but 
his new contract certainly 
puts him in the limelight 
more than he was a season 
ago.

Think back to this time 
last year.

Love was a brand new 
quarterback. There were 
expectations, but how 
could anyone know what 
the team was going to be 
in for?

Love was replacing a 
legend in Aaron Rodgers. 
The team around him was 
historically young.

What did Love do?
He answered every 

question and then some.
Love was the best 

quarterback in football 
down the stretch of the 
2023 regular season. He 
parlayed that into a strong 
performance in his first 
career playoff game against 
the Dallas Cowboys.

The clock, unfortunate-
ly, struck midnight a week 
later in San Francisco.

The Packers outplayed 
the 49ers for the better 
part of their divisional 
round loss but were unable 
to overcome a late missed 
field goal and two Love 
interceptions at the end of 
the game.

Nonetheless, by the 
end of that night in San 
Francisco, the Packers’ ar-
row was pointed skyward. 
They went from a team in 
transition to a bonafide Su-
per Bowl contender within 
a span of six months.

Love was entering the 
final year of his deal, but 
everyone around the orga-
nization knew there was 
going to be a new contract 
given to their new fran-
chise quarterback.

“Stability at that posi-
tion really allows you to 
have some security with 
the way we build our 
team,” general manager 
Brian Gutekunst said in 
June. “We’re looking for-
ward to getting that done, 
but it never goes fast.”

It didn’t go fast. In fact, 
Love had a brief hold-in 
as his contact was not 
completed by the start of 
training camp.

After a short amount of 
time on the sideline, Love’s 
contact was completed and 
he became a very wealthy 
man.

Four years for $220 mil-
lion. That contract came 
with stability Love has 
never had throughout his 
tenure in Green Bay.

Love didn’t ask for any 
of the situations that sur-

rounded him being drafted 
by the Packers, but those 
were the cards he was 
dealt.

Instead of complaining 
about them, Love thrived.

That leads into this 
season, Love’s second 
at the helm, and first 
as a bonafide franchise 
quarterback.

Expectations are high. 
They always are in Green 
Bay, but this year is differ-
ent from last. The Packers 
know that, and so does 
Love.

So is there any added 
pressure that comes with 
that?

“Pressure is a privilege” 
is something most profes-
sional athletes would say.

It’s hard to imagine 
Love feeling any more 
pressure than he already 
has in his short career.

Love was labeled the 
worst draft pick ever upon 
his arrival. He watched his 
predecessor feud with the 
franchise they both played 
for because the Packers 
had the nerve to select 
Love in the first place.

He started a game on 
short notice in one of the 
most hostile environments 
in the NFL. He struggled 
and was mostly written off.

His next extended 
cameo came against the 
best team in the NFC at 
the time in Philadelphia.

Then when he stepped 
into the spotlight, it was 
not all sunshine and 
rainbows. The Packers fell 
to 3-6 before a 6-2 finish 
catapulted them into the 
playoffs.

As the Packers fell to 
3-6, Love was looking at a 
possibility of being one-
and-done as a quarterback. 
The NFL does not wait or 
you to struggle.

A player is either ready 
to contribute almost im-
mediately, or he’s uncer-
emoniously shipped out of 
town.

Love, as is his nature, 
didn’t flinch.

He just performed.
That leads to a question 

about whether Love can 
continue to play well like 
he did for the second half 
of the season. The Packers’ 
offense is certainly set up 
to challenge for one of the 
top spots in the NFL.

Remember, last season 
all of his primary pass 
catchers were rookies or 
second-year players.

All of those players 
got a lot of reps and went 
through the growing pains 
together.

Now, they’re all ready 
to play fast and should 
know the offense like it is 
second nature.

That’s a situation that 
can be likened to Matt LaF-
leur’s first season as the 

head coach. The offense 
looked great at times but 
struggled at others.

Rodgers and everyone 
else were trying to learn 
something new on the fly.

Then in 2020, the of-
fense climbed to the best 
in the NFL.

The Packers’ offense 
could be in for a similar 
rise this year.

Christian Watson 
believes he’s fixed his ham-
string issues that plagued 
him through the 2023 

season.
When he plays, the 

offense truly is a different 
version of itself due to his 
speed that can take the top 
off of defenses.

Jayden Reed and Don-
tayvion Wicks are both 
a year older and a year 
wiser.

Tucker Kraft and Luke 
Musgrave both should not 
be swimming upstream 
trying to learn the offense 
and just be able to contrib-
ute right away as well.

Then there’s the ever 
steady Romeo Doubs who 
lead the team in touch-
downs a year ago.

The backfield includes 
Josh Jacobs, who should be 
part of the passing game, 
and could be in line to 
rediscover his form from 
2022 when he won the 
rushing title.

At the controls, it’s 
Love. With LaFleur calling 
the plays, those two should 
be in an even better spot in 
their second year together.

There should be no 
worries of a sophomore 
slump.

The only worry should 
be about the backup quar-
terback position, which 
saw some turnover this 
offseason.

Michael Pratt was 
picked in the seventh 
round but released after 
what Gutekunst called an 
underwhelming pre-
season by both backup 
quarterbacks.

Sean Clifford was also 
released after the team 
traded for former Tennes-
see Titans quarterback Ma-
lik Willis but then brought 
back to the practice squad.

The inexperience at 
backup does not matter 
much if the starter stays 
healthy.

Which, if Love does, 
he could be in line for an 
MVP caliber season.

GREEN GOLDEXPRESS&&
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No expectations of a ‘sophomore slump’ for Love
Another year of experience with receivers will make for a dangerous team

BY JACOB 
WESTENDORF

Green & Gold Express

With a complete year as the starter under his belt, Jordan Love will be a force to contend with when the Packers play the Eagles on Sept. 6 in Brazil.
GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Look for continued improvement in the Packer receiving corps as the young 
squad gets another year of experience with quarterback Jordan Love.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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PACKERS OFFENSE VS. 
EAGLES DEFENSE

The Philadelphia 
Eagles’ defense helped lead 
them to the Super Bowl 
during the 2022 season. 
Their pass rush was vi-
cious, as they set the team 
record for sacks that year.

Last year saw the 
defense fall apart down 
the stretch. The pass rush 
was not as vicious, and the 
team will now be breaking 
in some new rushers.

Haason Reddick was 
traded to the New York 
Jets this offseason and 
replaced by Bryce Huff. 
Fletcher Cox, one of the 
anchors of the Eagles, 
retired this offseason.

Former first-round 
pick Nolan Smith could 
be in line for a bigger role 
this year, and the ageless 
Brandon Graham returns 
for one final season.

In the secondary, Howie 
Roseman was active in ad-
dressing what might have 
been his team’s biggest 
weakness a year ago.

Quinyon Mitchell was 
added in the first round 
to play cornerback. It’s 
unclear if he will start.

One of the favorites in 
the draft process for the 
Packers and their fans was 
Iowa defensive back Coo-
per DeJean.

The Eagles jumped 
ahead of Green Bay in the 
second round to grab him. 
He could play in the slot. 
He could play safety. It’s 
unclear where DeJean will 
play, but he has a chance 
to impact the game at mul-
tiple levels for the Eagles’ 
defense.

Perhaps the biggest 
change the Eagles made on 
defense was at defensive 
coordinator.

Jonathan Gannon left 
the Eagles after their Super 
Bowl appearance to be the 
head coach of the Arizona 
Cardinals.

They replaced him with 
Sean Desai, who was even-
tually replaced by Matt 
Patricia during the season.

Neither of those op-
tions worked well, and the 
Eagles hired former Pack-
ers’ nemesis, Vic Fangio.

Fangio has tormented 
the Packers as a coordina-

tor in both San Francisco 
and Chicago.

This is a different 
coaching staff and quar-
terback, but Fangio is one 
of the most respected 
defensive minds in all of 
football.

Green Bay’s offense 
was the biggest reason the 
team found its way into 
the divisional round of the 
NFC playoffs a year ago.

Jordan Love and the of-
fense as a whole struggled 
through the first nine 
games of the season.

They were 3-6 and 
stuck in a rut.

From there, Love turned 
it on, playing like arguably 
the best quarterback in all 
of football.

Love’s ability to ma-
nipulate defenses with 
his eyes grew down the 
stretch of the year, and so 
did his chemistry with his 
receivers.

The Packers had a dif-
ferent leading receiver in 
each of their final three 
games, as they had to 
win all three to make the 
postseason.

Love’s performance in 
that stretch, where he only 
turned the ball over once, 
helped him land the big-
gest contract for quarter-
backs this offseason.

Love is now established 
as the franchise quarter-
back. He’s the present and 

future in Green Bay.
Is there an MVP in his 

future? That remains to 
be seen, but the Packers’ 
offense is incredibly opti-
mistic this year coming off 
of a year where they were 
unsure about everything.

Speaking of uncertain-
ties – the backfield is new. 
The question is will it be 
improved?

Marshawn Lloyd and 
Josh Jacobs have replaced 
Aaron Jones, who was 
released this offseason.

Jacobs comes from Las 
Vegas and won the rushing 
title two years ago. Last 
year was not as productive 
for Jacobs as he held out 
for all of training camp.

Jacobs is hoping to 
rediscover his form and 
could have an opportunity 
to get off to a good start 
against Philadelphia.

AJ Dillon was set to be 
part of this tandem, but he 
is injured and will miss the 
season with a neck injury. 
Emanuel Wilson will be 
the next man up in his 
place.

The offensive line is 
where the Packers have 
the most transition. David 
Bakhtiari was an opening 
day starter. He’s gone.

Green Bay’s first round 
pick was offensive lineman 
Jordan Morgan. Morgan 
was touted as a tackle 
but has played almost 

exclusively at guard dur-
ing camp when he was 
healthy.

Zach Tom and Rasheed 
Walker are the tackles. 
Tom is an anchor. He’s the 
team’s best offensive line-
man just edging out left 
guard Elgton Jenkins.

Rasheed Walker had a 
very strong finish last year. 
He’s still a question mark 
because he had some ups 
and downs last year.

His strong finish, how-
ever, included shutting 
out Nick Bosa and Micah 
Parsons in the postseason.

If the Packers can block 
the Eagles’ front, they have 
a good chance of winning 
the game.

PACKERS DEFENSE VS. 
EAGLES OFFENSE

Green Bay’s defense 
undertook a major facelift 
this offseason. Joe Barry is 
out. Jeff Hafley is in.

The room is buzzing 
with optimism surround-
ing the hire and the hopes 
that they’ll be able to think 
less and hunt more.

The Packers added four 
new safeties, including 
free-agent Xavier McKin-
ney, who is expected to 
take a major leadership 
role in the secondary.

It looks like he’ll be 
joined by second-round 
pick Javon Bullard as his 
running mate. Evan

Williams had a nice 
camp as well; it’ll be inter-
esting to see if the Packers 
can get all three guys on 
the field in the secondary.

The cornerback posi-
tion across from Jaire 
Alexander is one to note as 
well. Eric Stokes appears 
to be the leader to start 
across from him.

Stokes is coming off 
two injury-riddled seasons 
and looking to find consis-
tency with both his health 
and performance.

The front seven is 
where this Packers’ 
defense has its bread 
buttered.

Rashan Gary is entering 
a big season, another year 
fully removed from his 
ACL surgery. Gary was a 
menace in camp, wrecking 
several practices, and now 
will get an opportunity to 
do that against a different 
team.

Kenny Clark was ex-
tended in the offseason, 
and the Packers think that 
he is going to have a big 
year in Hafley’s defense.

Apart from those guys, 
the group is deep and 
talented. Devonte Wyatt 
enters a big year, and this 
defense theoretically fits 
his skillset the best.

Karl Brooks enters his 
second season and was a 
menace to opposing of-
fenses a year ago.

In terms of develop-
ment, however, the biggest 
player to keep an eye 
on is second-year edge 
rusher Lukas Van Ness. 
Green Bay’s switch to a 
4-3 alignment should help 
him be more explosive 
and comfortable out of a 
3-point stance. If he’s able 
to breakout, Green Bay’s 
defense will be cooking 
with gas.

Finally, the steady vet-
eran Preston Smith returns 
for another season. He’s 
as consistent as they come 
and will start across from 
Gary.

Philadelphia’s offense is 
led by Jalen Hurts. Hurts 
had a down year last year 
after a near MVP season 
in 2022. The Eagles fired 
their offensive coordinator 
Brian Johnson to bring in 
Kellen Moore to help get 
their offense back on track.

AJ Brown and Devonta 
Smith combine for one of 
the best receiver combina-

tions in all of football. Dal-
las Goedart is still playing 
at a high level as well.

The big addition to the 
Eagles’ offense was run-
ning back Saquon Barkley. 
Barkley’s talent should be 
an interesting mix with 
Moore’s offense.

The offensive line 
remains relatively intact 
but did lose its leader and 
future Hall of Famer Jason 
Kelce to retirement this 
offseason.

Green Bay’s front 
against the Eagles’ offen-
sive line could be where 
this game is won or lost.

SPECIAL TEAMS
Special teams as a 

whole is a giant question 
mark across the league in 
at least one facet.

The NFL changed the 
rules for the kickoff this 
offseason, adopting the 
kickoff rules from spring 
football.

In theory, that should 
mean more opportunities 
for Keisean Nixon, the 
Packers’ back-to-back All-
Pro kick returner.

The Packers have to 
like their chances if Nixon 
has more opportunities to 
get the ball in his hands. 
The same is true for 
Nixon.

Green Bay’s kicking 
situation is a bit of a mess. 
Anders Carlson was dread-
ful a season ago.

He had competition in 
the offseason, but nobody 
really ran away with the 
kicking job. Any time a 
kicker trots onto the field, 
Packer fans have to be 
crossing their fingers.

The Eagles are different. 
Their kicker, Jake Elliott is 
one of the best in the NFL. 
The Eagles’ return game 
does not have much juice 
to it. Perhaps that changes 
with the dynamic kickoff 
rule.

They did, however, 
finish in the top 10 of Rick 
Gosselins’ special teams 
rankings.

For comparison’s sake, 
Green Bay finished 29th.

This is a big year for 
Rich Bisaccia and his spe-
cial teams group. Bisaccia 
is the highest paid special 
teams coordinator in all of 
football. They need a bet-
ter performance from this 
group, and that does not 
apply solely to the kicker.

Green Bay’s defense against Eagles’ offensive line could be where this game is won or lost

Their last regular season matchup between the Packers and Eagles came in 2022, when the Eagles piled up more 
than 300 yards rushing in a 40-33 victory. That game saw Jordan Love make his first extended cameo in 2022 and 
likely was part of what gave the Packers so much confidence to install him as the starting quarterback in 2023.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Packers, Eagles evenly matched in opener
By JACOB 

WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

GREEN BAY PACKERS AT PHILADELPHIA EAGLES
TIME AND DATE: 7:15 p.m. Friday, 
Sept. 6
LOCATION: Sao Paulo, Brazil
TV: Peacock (Subscription required) 
or NBC 26 WGBA-TV
RADIO: Flagship WRNW-FM Milwau-
kee — 97.3; Packers Radio Network 
includes WIXX-FM Green Bay — 101.1, 
WRLO-FM Antigo — 105.3, WLST-FM 
Marinette — 95.1, and WSAU Wausau 
— 550 AM and 95.1 FM
2023 RECORDS: Packers, 9-8 (lost 
Divisional Round). Eagles 11-6 (lost 
Wildcard Round).
HISTORY: The Eagles and Packers 

have played each other 46 times, 
which includes three postseason 
meetings.
The most recent meeting in the post-
season came in 2010 when a Tramon 
Williams interception preserved a 
21-16 Packers victory in a season that 
would see them win the Super Bowl.
Their last meeting in the regular 
season came in 2022, when Jalen 
Hurts and the rest of the Eagles piled 
up more than 300 yards rushing in a 
40-33 victory. That game saw Jordan 
Love make his first extended cameo in 
2022 and likely was part of what gave 

the Packers so much confidence to 
install him as the starting quarterback 
in 2023.
COACHES: Packers — Matt LaFleur 
(fifth season, 56-27). Eagles — Nick 
Sirianni (fourth season 31-17).

PACKERS SCHEDULE
Friday, Sept. 6 at Philadelphia at Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, 7:15 p.m. Peacock
Sunday, Sept. 15 vs. Indianapolis Noon 
FOX
Sunday, Sept. 22 at Tennessee Noon 
FOX
Sunday, Sept. 29 vs. Minnesota Noon 
CBS

Sunday, Oct. 6 at LA Rams 3:25 p.m. 
CBS
Sunday, Oct. 13 vs. Arizona Noon FOX
Sunday, Oct. 20 vs. Houston Noon CBS
Sunday, Oct. 27 at Jacksonville Noon 
FOX
Sunday, Nov. 3 vs. Detroit 3:25 p.m. 
FOX
Week 10 BYE
Sunday, Nov. 17 at Chicago Noon FOX
Sunday, Nov. 24 vs. San Francisco 3:25 
p.m. FOX
Thursday, Nov. 28 vs. Miami 7:20 p.m. 
NBC
Thursday, Dec. 5 at Detroit 7:15 p.m. 

Amazon Prime
Sunday, Dec. 15 at Seattle 7:20 p.m. 
NBC
Monday, Dec. 23 vs. New Orleans 7:15 
p.m. ESPN
Sunday, Dec. 29, at Minnesota Noon 
FOX
Week 18 vs. Chicago TBD

NFL SCHEDULE
Thursday, Sept. 5
Baltimore at Kansas City, 7:20 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 6
Green Bay at Philadelphia (at Sao 
Paulo, Brazil), 7:15 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 8

Carolina at New Orleans, Noon
Minnesota at NY Giants, Noon
New England at Cincinnati, Noon
Pittsburgh at Atlanta, Noon
Houston at Indianapolis, Noon
Arizona at Buffalo, Noon
Tennessee at Chicago, Noon
Jacksonville at Miami, Noon
Denver at Seattle, 3:05 p.m.
Las Vegas at LA Chargers, 3:05 p.m.
Dallas at Cleveland, 3:25 p.m.
Washington at Tampa Bay, 3:25 p.m.
LA Rams at Detroit, 7:20 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 9
NY Jets at San Francisco, 7:15 p.m.



BY JACOB WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

avid Bakhtiari. Aaron Rodgers. Jordy 
Nelson.

That’s it.
Those are the only significant third 

contracts the Green Bay Packers have 
given out in the last 10 years.

It just does not happen often.
The Packers and general manager 

Brian Gutekunst live by the adage and 
philosophy of it being better to move on 
a year early instead of a year too late.

That’s why Davante Adams was 
traded. That’s why Randall Cobb was al-
lowed to leave.

It’s why so many others, regardless 
of their stature, have been unceremoni-
ously shown the door at the end of their 
tenure.

Kenny Clark was likely staring at a 
similar fate. He was entering the fi-
nal year of a contract he signed at the 
completion of his rookie deal.

With the Packers’ unwillingness to 
give third contracts out, and the invest-
ment the Packers have made in the 
defensive line, it was possible they could 
look at Clark as someone else they’d 
want to move on from a year early in-
stead of a year too late.

Those worries were subsided before 
training camp started.

On July 21, Ian Rapoport of NFL Net-
work reported the Packers had signed 
Clark to a three-year extension worth 
$64 million.

It was surprising in that Clark’s con-
tract got done before Jordan Love’s. Usu-
ally the quarterback’s contracts get done 
before anyone else’s.

All other business is understandably 
put on hold due to the complications that 
can arise from these mega deals. That’s 
especially true for a deal for a franchise 
quarterback.

In this case, along with many others, 
Clark bucked that trend.

His contract was done first.
His third, with the only franchise he’s 

ever known.
Was there concern? Were there rea-

sons to believe that Clark could begin to 
slow down? Of course.

Clark has been a workhorse in Green 
Bay. He’s only turning 29 in October, but 
was drafted at the ripe age of 20.

He’s playing his ninth season in the 

NFL, despite still being on the correct 
side of 30.

“Kenny’s just a pro’s pro,” Gutekunst 
said at the start of training camp. “He 
puts the right things first, and the main 
thing’s the main thing for Kenny. He 
loves football. To play as long as he has 
at the level that he has, you’ve got to love 
it. He certainly loves football, and he’s an 
unselfish team guy. He’s all about win-
ning. He is the exact example of the kind 
of guys we want in that locker room.”

When you hear the way Gutekunst 
talks about Clark, it’s easy to see why 
the Packers were willing to make him an 
exception.

He also knocked on wood feverishly 
after saying that Clark was a gamble 
worth taking.

The other reality is that Clark is still 
the defensive line’s best player. They 
used two picks on the defensive line in 
last year’s draft.

TJ Slaton is entering a contract year. 
Devonte Wyatt is a former first-round 
pick but has yet to be consistent enough 
to become an impact player.

Of all the defensive linemen on the 
roster, Clark is still the gold standard.

No, he’s not Aaron Donald. Nobody is.
He is, however, one of the best players 

in the sport at his position.
He was third on the team in sacks last 

year with 7.5, which was a career high. 
He should have more opportunities to 
attack the quarterback in Jeff Hafley’s 
scheme that prioritizes disruption and 
attacking opposing backfields.

Clark is also the last man standing in a 
couple different ways.

The 2016 Green Bay Packers went to 
the NFC Championship Game and lost to 
the Atlanta Falcons.

With Aaron Rodgers and David 
Bakhtiari leaving the team in the last 
two offseasons, Clark is the last player 

from that team who went on that special 
run before falling just short of the Super 
Bowl.

He is also the last draft choice stand-
ing for Packers Hall of Fame general 
manager Ted Thompson.

Clark knows the responsibility and the 
honor that comes with being one of the 
rarities in Green Bay.

“It was huge for me, because I truly 
wanted to be one of those guys,” Clark 
said to Si.com’s Bill Huber. “I look up to 
guys who have been here – A-Rod, Clay 
(Matthews), D-Bak and all those guys 
who played and played at a high level, 
got third contracts here and are really 
legends here. For an organization like 
this, it was huge for me to stay here and 
get this contract – be well compensated 
but still be here and be a part of this.”

Now, Clark will be part of this, and 
will likely have a bust in the Packers Hall 
of Fame when his playing days are over.
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Clark shines as gold standard on defensive line
Last draft choice standing for former GM Thompson

On July 21, Ian Rapoport of NFL Network reported the Packers had signed Kenny Clark to a three-year extension worth $64 million. It was surprising in that Clark’s contract got 
done before Jordan Love’s. Usually the quarterback’s contracts get done before anyone else’s.				        GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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The Green Bay Packers 
are back on the field this 
week to take on the Phila-
delphia Eagles.

The game will not take 
place on American soil, as 
both teams are traveling to 
Brazil to play as part of the 
NFL’s international series.

The Packers are enter-
ing the season as potential 
Super Bowl contenders af-
ter a strong finish to their 
2023 season.

They won a playoff 
game in Dallas before 
bowing out to the San 
Francisco 49ers, a familiar 
playoff nemesis, in the 
Divisional Round.

The Philadelphia Eagles 
also likely view themselves 
as contenders to get back 
to the Super Bowl.

The Eagles made the 
playoffs last year but 
struggled mightily down 
the stretch before getting 
embarrassed by the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers in the 
Monday night game of Su-
per Wild Card Weekend.

Here are our keys to 
the Packers coming out 
on top in an early season 
showdown.

New-Look Defense vs. 
Saquon Barkley

The Green Bay Packers 
can change the coordina-
tors. They can change 

personnel.
One thing has remained 

the same during Matt 
LaFleur’s tenure as head 
coach.

They stink against op-
posing run games.

The running back 
they’re facing in Jeff Haf-
ley’s debut as defensive 
coordinator?

Some guy named 
Saquon Barkley. Barkley 
has been one of the better 
backs in football since 
entering the league, and 
defected from New York 
to Philadelphia this offsea-
son, as famously seen on 
“Hard Knocks.”

Barkley’s ability to af-
fect the game in both phas-
es of offense likely is what 
drew Howie Roseman and 
Philadelphia’s front office 
to him this offseason.

Green Bay’s defense 
was not good enough last 
season under Joe Barry, 
prompting the change to 
former Boston College 
head coach Hafley.

Hafley has drawn rave 
reviews early in his tenure, 
but everything is for real 
now. A defense cannot sur-
vive on vibes and energy 
alone. At some point, there 
needs to be substance 
behind the words that are 
spoken.

Green Bay’s defense has 
done a lot of talking over 
the years but rarely backed 
it up on the field.

Friday’s game against 
the Eagles gives them a 
chance to make an early 
statement against one of 
the league’s best offensive 
playmakers.

Linebackers vs. Jalen Hurts
Jalen Hurts’ career was 

jumpstarted by the Green 
Bay Packers in a way.

During the 2020 NFL 
season, the Packers were 
punishing Carson Wentz 
to the point where then 
Eagles’ coach Doug Ped-
erson decided he’d seen 
enough of Wentz.

He went to Jalen Hurts, 

and the rest, as they say is 
history.

Hurts never relin-
quished the job and has 
thrived ever since.

He was an MVP can-
didate for the majority of 
the 2023 season before the 
entire team faltered down 
the stretch.

His last game against 
the Packers nearly won 
him the 2022 league MVP 
award.

Hurts and the Eagles’ 
rushing attack piled up 
more than 300 yards 
against Green Bay’s woeful 
defense.

The only reason the 
game was close was be-
cause Green Bay’s offense 
was able to match Phila-
delphia score for score.

The Packers have re-
built their linebacker room 
since that cold November 
night in Philadelphia.

Quay Walker was just a 
rookie. He’s entering a sea-
son where the Packers are 
hoping to see more consis-
tency from the third-round 
linebacker.

His highs are incredibly 
high. For example, the in-
terception he returned for 
a touchdown last season in 

Chicago.
The lows, can also be 

aggravating. Missed tack-
les, missed assignments 
and inconsistency have 
marred Walker’s career 
thus far.

That’s not something 
that is going to play well 
against Kellen More and 
his offense with Hurts at 
the helm.

The linebackers next 
to Walker are a question 
mark as well.

Isaiah McDuffie looks 
to be a full-time starter, 
something he’s never been 
since entering the NFL 
three years ago.

Next to him was Eric 
Wilson, a career special 
teams player.

The Packers drafted 
two linebackers in the top 
100 of this year’s draft, but 
training camp was not kind 
to either player.

Edgerrin Cooper missed 
a bulk of the time with a 
lower-body injury that 
hampered his ability to get 
into the starting lineup.

Ty’Ron Hopper had 
some nice moments, but as 
soon as he gained any mo-
mentum, he was sidelined 
with an ankle injury.

The athleticism from 
both Cooper and Hopper 
could play better against 
Hurts’ and his running 
ability.

When it comes to quar-
terbacks in the run game, 

Hurts, Barkley could spell trouble for Packers
By JACOB 

WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

Green Bay Packers coach Matt LaFleur congratulates Philadelphia Eagles quarterback Jalen Hurts after the Eagles 
defeated the Packers 40-33 in a Sunday Night Football game. 	                     GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

 KEYS TO THE GAME

Jalen Hurts’ career was jumpstarted by the Green Bay Packers in a way. During the 2020 NFL season, the Packers 
were punishing Carson Wentz to the point where then Eagles’ coach Doug Pederson decided he’d seen enough of 
Wentz. He went to Jalen Hurts, and the rest, as they say is history.	                     GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Saquon Barkley has been one of the better backs in football since entering the league, and defected from the New 
York Giants to Philadelphia this offseason, as famously seen on “Hard Knocks.” Barkley’s ability to affect the game 
in both phases of offense likely is what drew Howie Roseman and Philadelphia’s front office to him this offseason.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
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The Green Bay Packers 
will have a new face head-
ing the special teams unit this 
year, rookie kicker Brayden 
Narveson.

Last offseason, Packers gen-
eral manager Brian Gutekunst 
made Anders Carlson the 207th 
pick in the NFL Draft. Immedi-
ately stepping into the starting 
kicker role, Carlson converted 
on 27-of-33 attempts, while 
making 34-of-39 extra point 
attempts. On the surface, those 
numbers look adequate, but the 
misses in big spots, including 
in the NFC Divisional Round 
against the Sana Francisco 
49ers, caused concern.

To help combat this con-
cern, Gutekunst brought in 
veteran kicker Greg Joseph this 
offseason to challenge Carlson 
for the starting kicking job. 
Joseph made a name for himself 
in the NFL, making 82.2% of 
kicks in Minnesota over the 
past three seasons.

Many thought the two-
month competition between the 
two kickers would give a better 
idea of the position, as well as 

stabilize it a bit. That ultimately 
did not come to fruition, as 
both kickers were cut after 
the preseason and the Packers 
elected to sign Brayden Narve-
son, who spent the offseason 
with the Tennessee Titans.

Narveson spent the previous 
six years kicking in college – 
two years at Iowa State, three 
years at Western Kentucky 
and one year at North Carolina 
State. While in college, Narve-
son converted 78% of his field 
goal attempts and 100% of his 
extra point attempts, total-
ing 409 career points. He also 
earned two second-team All-
Conference USA Awards while 
with Western Kentucky.

In the preseason for the 
Titans, Narveson flashed his 
skill, making 6-of-7 field goal 
attempts and two extra point 
attempts. The apex of his Ti-
tans career came in the team’s 
second preseason game against 
the Seattle Seahawks. In the 
game, he drilled a 59-yard field 
goal.

Narveson’s power has been 
on full display his whole career, 
as during his time at North 
Carolina State, he booted a 57-
yard field goal, which stands as 

the school record. Going back 
even further, he also converted 
a 58-yard field goal during his 
time in high school.

“(Narveson) has had a lot 
of work at the battery to this 
point, you know, where he was 
in Tennessee and coming out 
of school … so I think that he 
will be ready to go,” said Pack-
ers special teams coordinator 
Rich Bisaccia.

While his 100% extra point 
rate in college is certainly a 
sign for good fortune, bringing 
a kicker into the organization 
with no experience on the 
team a week and half before 
the first game may cause some 
concern. Either way, Bisac-
cia is confident in Narveson, 
saying the Green Bay evalu-
ated the kicker throughout the 
spring and summer months.

“We did a deep dive into 
him coming out from NC State, 
because we liked him,” said Bi-
saccia. “He’s got a great body, 
he is strong and he had a really 
good preseason over there at 
Tennessee, so we have been 
following him along with oth-
ers throughout the preseason, 
but we did a lot of work on him 
coming out.”

By LUKE REIMER

Green & Gold Express

Narveson wins kicking job in Green Bay

The Packers elected to sign Brayden Narveson as their kicker going forward in the 2024 season. 
He spent the offseason with the Tennessee Titans. Narveson spent the previous six years kicking 
in college – two years at Iowa State, three years at Western Kentucky and one year at North Caro-
lina State.				                 		                       ASSOCIATED PRESS

Christian Watson races away with the ball in a game against the Eagles nearly two years ago. In that Sunday Night Football game, Watson caught four passes for 110 yards and a touchdown, including a 63-yarder from backup quarter-
back Jordan Love that he caught at midfield and took to the house. For his performance in the month of November, Watson was awarded Rookie of the Month.				             GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

there may be no player 
other than Lamar Jack-
son more dangerous with 
the ball in his hands than 
Hurts.

One other note to watch 
is whether the Eagles will 
still employ the famed 
“brotherly shove” as Jason 
Kelce retired.

Passing Game vs. Eagles 

Young Secondary
This might be Green 

Bay’s biggest advan-
tage coming into Friday 
night’s game. The Packers’ 
passing game is enter-
ing its second full season 
together.

Jordan Love is estab-
lished as the quarterback 
of the future, and all of his 

weapons are back around 
him.

They should be locked 
and loaded for a big run.

The same cannot be 
said for the Eagles’ defen-
sive backfield. Darius Slay 
returned but is starting to 
show signs of age.

Around him, the Eagles 
have some question marks.

Quinyon Mitchell was 
a highly thought of player 
through the draft process 
but will be playing in his 
first NFL game. He was not 
consistently starting dur-
ing the preseason, either.

Cooper DeJean was a 
Packers’ favorite during 
the draft process and could 
play safety in Philadelphia 

or be that interchange-
able piece that saw him 
sought after by so many 
teams during the pre-draft 
process.

Isaiah Rodgers, Kelee 
Ringo and James Bradber-
ry are all possibilities for 
who could be the starting 
cornerback across from 
Slay.

Bradberry was the 
starter for the Eagles 
during their Super Bowl 
season but had a rough 
2023, drawing the ire of 
the Eagles’ fanbase.

Green Bay’s passing 
game should have some 
prime opportunities in this 
matchup if Love has time 
to find his receivers.

Carlson, Joseph released after preseason battle
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In a surprise move, 
the Green Bay Packers 
released their prospective 
No. 2 and No. 3 quarter-
backs and traded for Malik 
Willis of the Tennessee Ti-
tans to serve as the backup 
to Jordan Love this season.

“Very grateful for the 
organization — both Ten-
nessee and Green Bay — 
for giving me the oppor-
tunity to play at the next 
level,” Willis said. “Things 
happened, so I’m here now 
and grateful to coach and 
the GM and everybody 
who’s a part of this things 
for having me here. I’m a 
Packer now, so that’s what 
it is.”

Can you learn enough 
fast enough to be the 
backup in Week 1?

I think I’m going to take 
this thing day by day and 
do what I can to prepare 
myself to be in position to 
do that.

What do you want to 
show?

I’m not sure I’m going 
to show or trying to show 
anything. I think I’m gonna 
take this thing day by day. 
It’s a quick turnaround and 
do my best to learn the 
offense and be prepared 
to back up Jordan and do 
whatever I can to help this 
organization and this team.

What excites you 
about being behind 
Jordan?

I think it’s cool. We 
have the same agent, so I 
have a previous relation-
ship with him and just 
getting anything … I mean 
he went to the playoffs last 
year, so that’s awesome. 
I can learn anything I can 
from him.

Process to learn this 
offense?

The process, it’s more 
than anything getting in 
front of it and learning 

everything you can, being 
really a sponge to anything 
the coaches have, anything 
the other guys in the room 
have, anything I can read 
on my own and watch film 
and seeing it done, just 
more than anything repeti-
tion. That’s what it is at 
this point.

How did you find out 
about the trade?

I met with Ran and 
coach Callahan and they 
gave me the news. They 
said it’s either a positive 
or a negative, depending 
on how you look at it, and 
it this is an opportunity to 
come and be a 2 and work 
my way to get better every 
day and learn something 
along the way.

Any carryover from 
Callahan’s offense?

I feel there’s definitely 
some crossover as far as 
what we were doing this 
year with Callahan and 
even before that with what 
we were doing my rookie 
year just as far as terms 
and the build of it goes and 
the type of systems it is. I 
think I’ll get more familiar 
with it as we go.

Did you see a trade 
coming at all?

I mean, I didn’t wake 
up thinking I was going 
to be traded, no sir. So it 
definitely caught me by 
surprise.

More than anything, 
you just take it (for) what 
it is. Quick turnaround, 
and the season’s starting. 
There’s no more lounging 
around and kinda getting 
ready for the season. This 
is what it is. There’s no 
time to really think about 
it. It’s time to go.

How have you grown 
since those three starts 
as a rookie?

I mean, in all aspects. 
That’s the last time I 
really got to go and put 
something out there on 
tape for myself. You work 
hard every day to work 

on those things that may 
be deficiencies or just 
mistakes. You learn from 
those bumps and bruises. 
You just wait for another 
opportunity. You just 
stick around until you 
get another opportunity, 
and I think that’s been the 
main thing — focus on the 
process and not maybe the 
results.

You’re teammates 
with McKinney again.

It’s crazy. We went to 
high school together for 
a year. I had transferred 
out there to Roswell. We 
end up going to the state 
championship, so that’s 
awesome. And then we got 
Ty’Ron Hopper, his big 
cousin, he played with us 
on that championship run 
team and he came a year 
after, so it’s cool to see 
him here as well. There’s a 
lot of guys that are famil-
iar faces that are in the 
building.

What’s a good scout-
ing report on yourself?

I think when you’ve 
played enough games, you 
can have something you 
hang your hat on. I don’t 
say I’m hanging my hat on 
anything as of right now. I 
think that only comes with 
reps and confidence build-
ing being out there on the 

field and as far as working 
hard and doing what I can 
every day to get better, I’ll 
continue to do that until 
the opportunity arises.

First impressions of 
Green Bay?

I mean, it’s nice. It was 
warmer than I thought it 
was gonna be.

For now.
Did I jinx it? My bad.
What have you 

learned about yourself 
as a player?

I’ve learned that — I 
learned at a crazy rate. 
This is my fourth offense 
going into my third year, 
so it’s what it is, and just 
being able to adapt has 
really made me not proud 
but definitely leaning on 
that and continuing to just 
grind and work hard and 
continuing to let things 
play out how they’re sup-
posed to.

Last 48 hours for you?
Yeah, all the other stuff 

didn’t really matter. It’s 
more than anything getting 
ready for practice today.

That’s really been the 
main thing and making 
sure we’re jumping on this 
thing as fast as we can. It’s 
not much time. There’s not 
much reason to not give 
into it, you know what I 
mean?

Conversation with 
Matt LaFleur, what was 
that like?

I won’t speak for him. 
I’ll let you guys ask him 
and he just basically said 
let’s go, let’s get to work 
and he’s glad to have me, 
so that’s awesome.

You had good stats in 
preseason?

It’s reps, at the end of 
the day. That’s the most 
important thing. You get to 
go out there and play foot-
ball against guys that are 
doing the same as you, try-
ing to get better. I think it’s 
not anything you put real 
stock into as far as realiza-
tion of where you are in 
your position, but I think 
it’s definitely awesome to 
get live reps against guys 
you don’t go against every 
day, against somebody you 
have to prepare for.

It’s a mock game for the 
season. That’s what it is. 
It’s preseason. It helps you 
lock in on how you want 
to prepare for a game and 
how you want to go out 
there and execute. You see 
those little things you may 
have seen on film and be 
able to utilize it outside of, 
oh, everything’s scripted 
in practice. You go play 
football.

How much have you 
played in cold, sub-
freezing weather?

Not below freezing, no, 
sir, but Liberty was pretty 
cold. We played a game 
that was like 20, 15 degrees. 
I’ve played some pretty 
cold games. We played 
here and it snowed before 
the game my rookie year.

That was pretty cold. 
Not below freezing, I 
haven’t yet. Oh, I’m lying. 
My rookie year we played 
in Nashville against Hous-
ton and it was negative 5, 
negative 2, something like 
that.

But you didn’t play in 
that game, right?

No, I started. I had my 

scuba suit on.
The Packers just add-

ed former Titans kicker 
Brayden Narveson. He 
kicked a 59-yarder in 
preseason.

Yeah, you’ve got to go 
look that up. It’s cool. That 
whole situation was cool. 
Coach Colt (Anderson), 
the special teams coor-
dinator, he vouched for 
him and said, ‘Send him 
out there. Let’s kick one.’ 
And he ended up making 
one of the longest kicks in 
Tennessee history. That’s 
awesome. I’m glad for him. 
He deserves it. I’m glad 
to be here as well. God’s 
given me this opportunity, 
and I’m ready for it.”

Ready for a fresh 
start?

You think about that. 
You really don’t put much 
stock into that. You just go 
to work each day and you 
kind of fight the percep-
tions of what you have 
on tape. That’s what it is. 
That’s truth. You can’t 
really put that on anybody 
else. You can’t put that on 
yourself as well. Some-
times the situation allows 
for what it allows, and you 
just continue to work each 
day and do what you can. 
That’s all I worry about.

What’s the role of a 
backup QB once season 
starts, aside from getting 
yourself ready to play 
games?

That, and just support-
ing any way you can, as 
far as anything. You’re 
just there to help along the 
way.

How much of Jor-
dan’s game have you 
watched?

It looks like I’m going to 
be watching a lot of it. Just 
getting all the concepts 
and stuff together, watch-
ing the clips and cut-ups 
and just seeing how he’s 
reading it so I can figure 
out what I’m going to do 
with it, same thing.

The Green Bay Packers released their prospective No. 2 and No. 3 quarter-
backs and traded for Malik Willis of the Tennessee Titans to serve as the 
backup to Jordan Love this season.		  ASSOCIATED PRESS

Willis preparing for new role in Green Bay
Backup quarterback taking new role one day at a time

The preseason is over, 
and fans all over the world 
are gearing up for the NFL 
season.

The Packers finished 
the preseason with a 2-1 
record, winning games 
over the Cleveland Browns 
and the Baltimore Ravens, 
while losing to the Denver 
Broncos.

Green Bay’s first game 
of the preseason was 
against the Browns and 
featured something that 
Packers fans aren’t to-
tally used to — the starters 
playing in the game.

While starters have 
played in the past, the 
quarterback has always 
been the position that 
Green Bay has been cau-
tious with. Given Aaron 
Rodgers’ pedigree, it didn’t 

make much sense for him 
to play in the preseason. 
Now that he is the highest 
paid player in NFL history, 
Jordan Love somewhat 
slides into that position. 
Fans did get to see a little 
Love in the first game 
though.

After two touches from 
Josh Jacobs to open the 
game, Love connected with 
Dontayvion Wicks on the 
third play of the game for 
a 65-yard touchdown. That 
was all Green Bay needed 
to see out of Love, as the 
Green Bay starting quar-
terback finished the 2024 
preseason with a statline of 
2-for-2 with 63 yards and a 
touchdown.

“I am happy with the 
touchdown, that was the 
goal,” said Love, after the 
first game. “We wanted to 
go out there, get our series 
and put up points. I was 

happy with the way I went 
out.”

That was all of the 
time that Love saw this 
preseason, and with what 
Green Bay coaches saw out 
of the Utah State alum to 
end the year last season, 
that is all that was really 
needed.

As far as the rest of 
the preseason, Emanuel 
Wilson led the team in 
rushing yards and rushing 
touchdowns as he fought 
hard to earn a spot on the 
53-man roster. Malik Heath 
led the team in receiving 
yards with 83 and tied for 
the lead in touchdowns 
with one.

As for passing, it was 
Sean Clifford who led 
Green Bay with 207 yards 
and one touchdown, while 
Michael Pratt finished 
with 178 yards and one 
touchdown.

Throughout training 
camp and the preseason, 
the big story in Green 
Bay would be who will sit 
behind Love on the depth 
chart. After Clifford and 
Pratt struggled at times 
in the preseason, general 
manager Brian Gutekunst 
outsourced the position 
and traded for Tennessee 
Titans backup quarterback 
Malik Willis.

Bringing Willis on late 
in the summer will force 
the third year quarterback 
to learn quickly and be 
ready in the event that 
Love cannot finish or suit 
up for a game.

“I think that I am going 
to take this thing day by 
day and do what I can to 
prepare myself to be in 
position,” said Willis. “It 
is a quick turnaround, (I 
am going to) do my best 
to learn this offense, be 

prepared to back up Jordan 
and do whatever I can to 
help this organization and 
this team.”

The low point of the 
Packers preseason was its 
second game in Denver. 
Green Bay elected not to 
play its starters on either 
side of the ball, while 
Denver did the opposite. 
This led to a 27-2 victory 
in favor of the Broncos.

“I think that it is a good 
lesson for our guys in 
terms of it doesn’t matter 
who is out there — if you 
don’t put your best foot 
forward each and every 
time you go out onto that 
field, these things happen 
to you,” said Packers head 
coach Matt LaFleur after 
the game.

The Packers mustered 
just 168 total yards in the 
game with just 69 in the 
first half. It is easy to write 

this loss off to backups 
playing against starters, 
but LaFleur is right in say-
ing that every time you are 
on the field, it has to be a 
fight. There was not much 
of a fight in Green Bay in 
this game.

A silver lining to this 
game though was the op-
portunity for coaches to 
evaluate positional battles, 
most notably the backup 
quarterback position and 
the kicker position. While 
no one in either battle will 
suit for the Packers this 
season, sometimes less is 
better.

Finally, the Packers 
closed out the preseason 
with a matchup against the 
Baltimore Ravens. This 
was a final performance 
for those making the ros-
ter. Green Bay pulled out 
a 30-7 victory to close the 
2024 preseason.

Green Bay finalizes roster as it looks for another playoff push
By Luke Reimer

Green & Gold Express

By JACOB 
WESTENDORF

Green & Gold Express
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Player			  #	 Pos	 HT	 WT	 Age	 Exp	 College
Jaire Alexander 	 23	 CB	 5-10	 196	  27	  7              Louisville
Zayne Anderson  	 39	 S	 6-2	 206	 27	 2	 BYU
Corey Ballentine	 26	 CB	 5-11	 196	 28	 6	 Washburn
Karl Brooks		  94	 DL	 6-3	 296	 24	 2          Bowling Green
Javon Bullard		  20	 S	 5-10	 198	 21	 R	 Georgia
Kenny Clark		  97	 DL	 6-3	 314	 28	 9	 UCLA
Edgerrin Cooper	 56	 LB	 6-2	 229	 22	 R	 Texas A&M
Brenton Cox Jr.		  57	 DL	 6-4	 250	 24	 2	 Florida
Andre Dillard		  73	 T	 6-5	 315	 28	 6   Washington State
Romeo Doubs		  87	 WR	 6-2	 204	 24	 3	 Nevada
Kingsley Enagbare	 55	 DL	 6-4	 258	 24	 3         South Carolina
Rashan Gary		  52	 DL	 6-5	 277	 26	 6	 Michigan
Travis Glover		  79	 T	 6-6	 317	 24	 R           Georgia State
Malik Heath		  18	 WR	 6-2	 213	 24	 2	 Mississippi
Ty’Ron Hopper		  59	 LB	 6-2	 228	 23	 R	 Missouri
Josh Jacobs		  8	 RB	 5-10	 223	 26	 6	 Alabama
Elgton Jenkins		  74	 G/T	 6-5	 311	 28	 6     Mississippi State
Tucker Kraft		  85	 TE	 6-5	 259	 23	 2 South Dakota State
MarShawn Lloyd	 32	 RB	 5-9	 220	 23	 R	 USC
Jordan Love		  10	 QB	 6-4	 219	 25	 5	 Utah State
Isaiah McDuffie	 58	 LB	 6-1	 227	 25	 4         Boston College
Xavier McKinney	 29	 S	 6-0	 201	 25	 5	 Alabama
Bo Melton		  80	 WR	 5-11	 189	 25	 1	 Rutgers
Jacob Monk		  62	 C/G	 6-3	 308	 23	 R	 Duke
Jordan Morgan		  77	 T/G	 6-5	 311	 23	 R	 Arizona
Arron Mosby		  53	 DL	 6-3	 250	 25	 2              Fresno State
Luke Musgrave		  88	 TE	 6-6	 253	 24	 2            Oregon State
Josh Myers		  71	 C/G	 6-5	 310	 26	 4	 Ohio State
Brayden Narveson	 44	 K	 6-0	 215	 24	 R	 N.C. State
Keisean Nixon		  25	 CB	 5-10	 200	 27	 6         South Carolina
Kitan Oladapo		  27	 S	 6-2	 216	 23	 R            Oregon State
Matt Orzech		  42	 LS	 6-3	 245	 29	 5            Azusa Pacific
Jayden Reed		  11	 WR	 5-11	 187	 24	 2         Michigan State
Sean Rhyan		  75	 G	 6-5	 321	 23	 3	 UCLA
Ben Sims		  89	 TE	 6-5	 250	 24	 2	 Baylor
T.J. Slaton		  93	 DL	 6-4	 330	 26	 4	 Florida
Preston Smith		  91	 DL	 6-5	 265	 31	 10   Mississippi State
Eric Stokes		  21	 CB	 6-1	 194	 25	 4	 Georgia
Kadeem Telfort		 76	 T	 6-7	 322	 25	 1	 UAB
Zach Tom		  50	 OL	 6-4	 304	 25	 3              Wake Forest
Carrington Valentine	 24	 CB	 6-0	 189	 22	 2	 Kentucky
Lukas Van Ness		 90	 DL	 6-5	 272	 23	 2	 Iowa
Quay Walker		  7	 LB	 6-4	 241	 24	 3	 Georgia
Rasheed Walker	 63	 T	 6-6	 324	 24	 3	 Penn State
Christian Watson	 9	 WR	 6-4	 208	 25	 3 North Dakota State
Daniel Whelan		  19	 P	 6-5	 216	 25	 2	 UC Davis
Dontayvion Wicks	 13	 WR	 6-1	 206	 23	 2	 Virginia
Evan Williams		  33	 S	 5-11	 200	 23	 R	 Oregon
Malik Willis		  2	 QB	 6-1	 225	 25	 3	 Liberty
Emanuel Wilson	 31	 RB	 5-10	 226	 25	 2       Fort Valley St. U
Eric Wilson		  45	 LB	 6-1	 230	 29	 8	 Cincinnati
Colby Wooden		  96	 DL	 6-4	 273	 23	 2	 Auburn
Devonte Wyatt		 95	 DL	 6-3	 304	 26	 3	 Georgia

Reserve/Designated to Return
Jonathan Ford		  99	 DL	 6-5	 338	 25	 2	 Miami

Reserve/Injured
LJ Davis		  40	 CB	 6-1	 203	 25	 1     Northern Arizona
Tyler Davis		  84	 TE	 6-4	 252	 27	 5            Georgia Tech
AJ Dillon		  28	 RB	 6-0	 247	 26	 5         Boston College
Ralen Goforth		  44	 LB	 6-1	 227	 23	 R              Washington

GREEN BAY PACKERS PHILADELPHIA EAGLES
Player			  #	 Pos	 HT	 WT	 Age	 Exp	 College
Saquon Barkley		 26	 RB	 6-0	 233	 27	 7	 Penn State
Zack Baun		  53	 LB	 6-3	 225	 27	 5	 Wisconsin
Mekhi Becton		  77	 T	 6-7	 363	 25	 5	 Louisville
Reed Blankenship	 32	 S	 6-1	 203	 25	 3       Middle Tenn. St.
Thomas Booker IV	 59	 DT	 6-3	 301	 24	 2	 Stanford
A.J. Brown		  11	 WR	 6-1	 226	 27	 6	 Mississippi
Oren Burks		  42	 LB	 6-3	 233	 29	 7	 Vanderbilt
Grant Calcaterra	 81	 TE	 6-4	 240	 25	 3	 SMU
Jalen Carter		  98	 DT	 6-3	 314	 23	 2	 Georgia
Britain Covey		  18	 WR	 5-8	 173	 27	 3	 Utah
Jordan Davis		  90	 DT	 6-6	 336	 24	 3	 Georgia
Nakobe Dean		  17	 LB	 5-11	 231	 23	 3	 Georgia
Cooper DeJean		 33	 DB	 6-0	 198	 21	 R	 Iowa
Landon Dickerson	 69	 G	 6-6	 332	 25	 4	 Alabama
Jahan Dotson		  83	 WR	 5-11	 184	 24	 3	 Penn State
Jake Elliott		  4	 K	 5-9	 167	 29	 8	 Memphis
Kenneth Gainwell	 14	 RB	 5-9	 200	 25	 4	 Memphis
C.J. Gardner-Johnson	 8	 S	 5-11	 210	 26	 5	 Florida
Dallas Goedert		  88	 TE	 6-5	 256	 29	 7 South Dakota State
Brandon Graham	 55	 DE	 6-2	 265	 36	 15	 Michigan
Bryce Huff		  0	 DE	 6-3	 255	 26	 5	 Memphis
Jalyx Hunt		  58	 OLB	 6-3	 252	 23	 R  Houston Christian
Jalen Hurts		  1	 QB	 6-1	 223	 26	 5	 Oklahoma
Lane Johnson		  65	 T	 6-6	 325	 34	 12	 Oklahoma
Fred Johnson		  74	 T	 6-7	 326	 27	 6	 Florida
Patrick Johnson		 48	 OLB	 6-2	 248	 26	 4	 Tulane
Cam Jurgens		  51	 C/G	 6-3	 303	 25	 3	 Nebraska
Trevor Keegan		  79	 G	 6-5	 306	 24	 R	 Michigan
Darian Kinnard		  72	 G/T	 6-5	 322	 24	 2	 Kentucky
Rick Lovato		  49	 LS	 6-2	 249	 31	 8           Old Dominion
Avonte Maddox	 29	 CB	 5-9	 184	 28	 7	 Pittsburgh
Jordan Mailata		  68	 T	 6-8	 365	 27	 7	
Braden Mann		  10	 P	 5-11	 198	 26	 5	 Texas A&M
Tristin McCollum	 36	 S	 6-3	 195	 25	 1  Sam Houston State
Tanner McKee		  16	 QB	 6-6	 231	 24	 2	 Stanford
Quinyon Mitchell	 27	 CB	 6-0	 193	 23	 R	 Toledo
Moro Ojomo		  97	 DT	 6-3	 292	 23	 2	 Texas
Kenny Pickett		  7	 QB	 6-3	 220	 26	 3	 Pittsburgh
Eli Ricks		  23	 CB	 6-2	 188	 22	 2	 Alabama
Kelee Ringo		  22	 CB	 6-2	 207	 22	 2	 Georgia
Isaiah Rodgers		  34	 CB	 5-10	 170	 26	 4        Massachusetts
Will Shipley		  28	 RB	 5-11	 209	 22	 R	 Clemson
Darius Slay Jr.		  2	 CB	 6-0	 190	 33	 12   Mississippi State
DeVonta Smith		 6	 WR	 6-0	 170	 25	 4	 Alabama
Nolan Smith Jr.		  3	 OLB	 6-2	 238	 23	 2	 Georgia
Tyler Steen		  56	 OL	 6-6	 321	 24	 2	 Alabama
Josh Sweat		  19	 OLB	 6-5	 265	 27	 7             Florida State
Jeremiah Trotter Jr.	 54	 LB	 6-0	 225	 21	 R	 Clemson
Ben VanSumeren	 57	 LB	 6-2	 231	 24	 2         Michigan State
Devin White		  45	 LB	 6-0	 237	 26	 6	 LSU
Milton Williams	 93	 DT	 6-3	 290	 25	 4         Louisiana Tech
Johnny Wilson		  89	 WR	 6-6	 228	 23	 R             Florida State
Byron Young		  94	 DT	 6-3	 292	 23	 2	 Alabama

Reserve/Injured
James Bradberry IV	 24	 DB	 6-1	 210	 31	 9	 Samford
McCallan Castles	 --	 TE	 6-4	 250	 24	 R	 Tennessee
Le’Raven Clark		  73	 T	 6-5	 319	 31	 8	 Texas Tech
Jacob Harris		  --	 WR	 6-5	 211	 27	 3	 UCF
Joseph Ngata		  86	 WR	 6-3	 217	 23	 1	 Clemson
Albert Okwuegbunam Jr.	85	 TE	 6-5	 258	 26	 5	 Missouri
Ainias Smith		  82	 WR	 5-9	 176	 23	 R	 Texas A&M

Reserve/Physically Unable to Perform
Sydney Brown		  21	 S	 5-10	 211	 24	 2	 Illinois
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A.J. Dillon has had quite 
the hectic start to his NFL 
career.

After being drafted 
in the second round of 
the 2020 NFL Draft, the 
Green Bay Packers were 
supposed to have the best 
one-two punch in the NFL 
with Dillon and Aaron 
Jones. Four years later, 
neither running back will 
be suiting up for the Pack-
ers this season.

While Jones moved 
on to Minnesota, Dillon 
was put on the season-
ending injury reserve list 
with a neck injury, similar 
to an injury he suffered 
last season. That means 
Dillon will not be able to 
suit up and will miss the 
entire season. This injury 

certainly hurts both the 
Packers and Dillon.

“We are very, very 
cautious with heads, necks 
and hearts around here; 
we always have been,” said 
Green Bay Packers general 
manager Brian Gutekunst. 
“Obviously (Dillon) had 
the injury last season. It 
was just something that we 
weren’t comfortable with 
at the moment. Hopefully 
that will change in time.

“Obviously he won’t be 
with us this year, and he is 
going to need some time 
to get through this to see 
exactly how this will shake 
out. I am wishing the best 
for him, and obviously 
he is a pro’s pro and it is 
tough when these things 
happen.”

The injury comes at a 
very bad time in Dillon’s 
career, as he was slated to 

carry part of the workload 
from the running back po-
sition this season with the 
release of Jones and the 
acquisition of Josh Jacobs.

This past offseason, 
Dillon had signed a fairly 
unorthodox contract with 
Green Bay; a four-year 
qualifying contract. What 
that means is Dillon was 
offered a contract, because 
he was on the team for 
four uninterrupted con-
secutive credited seasons. 
Because Dillon was on the 
90-man active/inactive 
roster for those four con-
secutive years, he qualified 
for this contract.

A qualifying contract 
comes under the pretense 
of a one-year deal with a 
base salary of up to $1.45 
million more than the 
base player. So, Dillon can 
max that contract to $2.57 

million, but just the $1.45 
million will be counted 
against the salary cap. This 
is a rarely used contract in 
the league, as many teams 
either agree to an exten-
sion earlier in the players’ 

career or use the franchise 
tag.

Without Dillon this sea-
son, Green Bay’s backfield 
may be in a small state of 
disarray. Jacobs is ex-
pected to be the featured 

back and will probably 
receive a lion’s share of 
the workload.

Behind him is rookie 
running back MarShawn 
Lloyd. While Lloyd wowed 
in his time at USC, he has 
faced injuries all offsea-
son and may not be ready 
for Week 1. That leaves 
Emanuel Wilson, who 
fought his way onto the 
53-man roster this season 
and will likely see early 
work this season as Lloyd 
recovers.

Either way, Green 
Bay’s depth at the run-
ning back position could 
be an issue if Jacobs goes 
down early with an injury. 
It will be curious to see 
if the Packers go out and 
sign a veteran free agent 
like Leonard Fournette or 
James Robinson to stabi-
lize the position.

By Luke Reimer
Green & Gold Express

Dillon saga continues after being placed on IR

A.J. Dillon was put on the season-ending injury reserve list with a neck in-
jury, similar to an injury he suffered last season. That means Dillon will not 
be able to suit up and will miss the entire season.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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