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The frame of the new Oconto Falls Middle School can be seen March 19, and walls are being erected at the site along County Road I across from the high school.
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New middle school shaping up

Oconto Falls School Board questions the number of change orders

BY WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

The walls are going up at Oconto
Falls Middle School, the new facility
across County Road I from the high
school.

Superintendent Dean Hess told the
school board March 18 that the project
has been proceeding much more quickly
that expected thanks to the mild winter.

“A lot of the metal stud work is com-
pleted, you can see that they’ve put up
precast walls for the gym,” Hess said.
“They’re actually going to be working
on the gym roof here in the next few
weeks. They’re also going to be pouring
concrete on the second floor of the aca-
demic wing here in the next few weeks.”

The board had a lot of questions
about the number of change orders
that it has been asked to approve for
the project, which started in May with
a targeted opening in fall 2025. This
month, district accountant Kim Sinclair
presented six change orders totaling
$32,000.

The extra work was required by an
inspector who ordered more structural
support under the HVAC chillers on the
roof than Somerville Architects had de-
signed, Sinclair said. The inspector also
wanted a different placement for electri-
cal boxes in the technical education area.

“Basically, it’s the difference between
the architect at Somerville and what the
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inspector felt was the needed amount
of structural support underneath those
chillers,” Hess said. “The way it’s ex-
plained to me is that this isn’t like they
made a mistake. It’s just a disagreement,
which is not uncommon.”

Board member Chad Early said the
board’s project managers at Nexus Solu-
tions should be paying the difference.

“We’re paying for this because I don’t
think they did their job,” Early said.
“Why are we paying for their mess-ups?
They’re all on our dime, and we don’t
even care.”

Hess said the board chose to hire
Nexus to oversee the project and bring
change orders to the district as they oc-
cur. The alternative, he said, would have
been to pay a contractor who would
incorporate all conceivable contingen-
cies into their asking price, which the
district would have to pay whether the
money was spent or not.

Sinclair said the contingency fund for
the project is still at $1.8 million, higher
than expected at this stage.

“I don’t think what’s happening here
is out of the ordinary when you have a
building the size of what we’re doing,”
Hess said. “I think you’re going to see
situations where an inspector comes
in and they’re going to find things that
they’re going to expect you to change.”

Board President Clint Gardebrecht
told Sinclair to keep monitoring prog-
ress as she has been.

“Some change orders are going to
happen, that’s the way we’re handling
the contract, but if there’s things you’re
uncomfortable with and you think we’re
being taken advantage of or anything
like that, that’s where I think we want
things pointed out,” Gardebrecht said.

Early said representatives from Nex-
us should be at every board meeting.

“When there’s a big change like this,
Nexus needs to be here,” he said. “We’re
paying good money, and they need to be
here for this.”

Also in his monthly update, Hess
credited office manager Debbie Woods,
technology director Cory Jeffers and
Deb Smith of Nexus for keeping the
referendum page on the district website,
ofpanthers.com, updated with the latest
information about the project.

The superintendent also cautioned
interested members of the public to stay
off the construction site.

“We always remind people that if you
want to take a look at it, you’re wel-
come to, but please, we welcome that
look from County I,” Hess said. “We
have had a few people who’ve literally
driven onto the work site and gotten
themselves too close to the action, so to
speak. We’re appreciative of the com-
munity, and we love that folks want to
see what’s going on, but we also want to
keep you safe.”

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

Two killed in
crashes on
U.S. 41-141

Second crash occurred
as crews responded to
the first incident

BY NEW MEDIA STAFF

The victims of two fatal crashes that
occurred on U.S. 41-141 within minutes of
each other March 19 have been identified
as an Oconto man and a Manitowoc radio
personality.

According to a news release from
Oconto County Sheriff Todd Skarban, the
emergency dispatch center received a call
at 10:08 a.m. about a one-vehicle crash
just north of Brown Road in the Town of
Little Suamico.

“Deputies immediately responded to
the scene of the accident and observed a
pickup truck in the median, facing south,
resting against the cable barrier with a
male driver who was reported as unre-
sponsive,” Skarban said.

A passing motorist stopped his equip-
ment truck on the shoulder of the north-
bound lane to offer assistance. Skarban
said while deputies and first responders
extracted the pickup truck driver and ap-
plied life-saving measures, a northbound
van struck the equipment truck parked on
the side of the road.

The driver of the pickup truck, Aaron
Miklaszewicz, 32, of Oconto, died at the
scene. The driver of the van, Thomas
Dernlan, 66, from Manitowoc, also died at
the scene as a result of injuries from the
crash.

A passenger in the van, a 73-year-old
woman from Manitowoc, was flown by
Eagle III rescue helicopter to a hospital in
Green Bay for treatment of her injuries,
Skarban said.

WOMT Radio in Manitowoc con-
firmed Dernlan’s death, as he was other-
wise known as on-air personality Tom
Craig. The hospitalized woman is Dern-
lan’s wife.

A statement from WOMT said Dernlan
started broadcasting in 1977.

“His sultry voice was heard throughout
his career on stations across Mississippi,
Ohio, and Wisconsin, including Mani-
towoc’s WOMT and WCUB Radio,” the
statement said. “Over his near 50-year
career, Tom served as program director,
music director, public service director,
farm director, talk show host, news direc-
tor, sports director, sports play-by-play
and on-air personality.”

Even after retirement, he wanted to
stay connected to his passion for radio
and signed on to do a mid-afternoon shift
on Fridays.
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Retiring supervisors Frank,
McMahon recognized

Only four of the 31 Oconto County Board of Supervisors
districts will have contested races April 2

By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

The Oconto County
Board saluted two of its
members attending their
last meeting March 21. Su-
pervisors Gary Frank and
Don McMahon decided
not to run for re-election.

McMahon, a former
county sheriff who has
been on the board for
many years, accepted a
certificate of recognition
from County Board Chair-
man Alan Sleeter with a
“thank you.”

Frank, often one of the
more vocal supervisors,
had some parting thoughts.
When he first ran, Frank
thought he would serve
six years — three two-year
terms — and ended up on
the board for a decade.

“Not discouraging
Elmer, but when I first got
on the board, there were a
lot of really old people on
the board, and I decided
at that time that I was not
staying past 80,” Frank
said, kidding Supervisor
Elmer Ragen, who in his
90s is the longest-serving
county board supervisor in
Wisconsin. “If I ran again,
I would have been on the
board past 80, so I decided
to keep my word.”

He said he enjoyed his
time on the board “mak-
ing trouble” and urged
supervisors to keep asking
questions of administrators
and staff.

“There’s no reason why
a question you have should
go unanswered, so ask
questions and be active,”
Frank said.

During her monthly
report to the board, Jayme
Sellen, executive direc-
tor of the Tourism and
Economic Development
Corp. for the Oconto Re-
gion, thanked Frank for his
service on the TEDCOR
board.

“He also asked me a lot
of questions, and at first I
didn’t like it, but he made
better,” Sellen said.

Frank got in some final
licks, making a success-
ful motion to change the
county board rules to
clarify that supervisors
have a right to speak at
committee meetings, even
if they’re not members of
that committee.

The previous rule said
that a supervisor wishing
to speak “may be recog-
nized by the chair,” giving
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Supervisor Gary Frank, left, is congratulated by Oconto County Board Chairman Alan Sleeter upon his retirement.
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Oconto County Board Chairman Alan Sleeter, left, congratulates Supervisor Don McMahon on his retirement from

the board.

the chair the option of de-
ciding not to recognize the
would-be speaker. Frank’s
rule changed the rule to
say that supervisors “shall”
be recognized if they wish
to speak.

“I am such a free speech
absolutist that I object
to something that says
‘except when the chair
doesn’t like the supervi-
sor,”” Frank said.

His motion passed 16-8.
Tracy Winkler is run-
ning unopposed to succeed
Frank in District 25, repre-
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senting all of the Town of
Underhill and part of the
Town of Gillett. McMa-
hon represented District
26, where Mike Beyer and
Todd Carlson will square
off in the April 2 election,
covering the village of
Suring and Town of Maple
Valley.

The race between Beyer
and Carlson is one of only
four of the 31 districts that
will see contested races
this year.

¢ Ragen is challenged
by Rhonda Strehlow in

WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

District 1, which covers
part of the Town of Little
Suamico.

e Supervisor John Witt-
kopf faces a challenge from
Riley Sowle in District 13,
which includes part of the
city of Oconto.

e Supervisor Judy
Buhrandt is being chal-
lenged by David Van
Zealand in District 29,
covering all of the Town of
Mountain and part of the
Town of Townsend.
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Gallagher to call it
quits April 19

U.S. Rep. Mike Galla-
gher announced March 22
he will resign his seat in
Congress effective April
19.

He
had ear-
lier an-
nounced
he
would
not seek
another
term in
the No-
vember

MIKE GALLAGHER

election.

“After conversations
with my family, I have
made the decision to
resign my position as a
member of the House of
Representatives for Wis-
consin’s 8th Congressional
District,” he said. “I've
worked closely with House
Republican leadership
on this timeline and look
forward to seeing Speaker

(Mike) Johnson (R-LA) ap-
point a new chair to carry
out the important mission
of the Select Committee
on the Chinese Communist
Party.”

Gallagher said his office
will continue to operate and
provide constituent services
to the 8th District for the
remainder of the term.

Former state Sen. Roger
Roth, a Republican who
is running for the seat,
praised Gallagher’s work
in Congress.

“While I wish he would
have finished out his term,
I appreciate Congress-
man Gallagher’s service to
northeast Wisconsin, par-
ticularly his work to fight
the Chinese Communist
Party,” Roth said.

Roth is a third-gen-
eration home builder in
northeast Wisconsin and
a captain in the Wisconsin
Air National Guard.

Handful of local races
in April 2 election

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

In addition to races for
Oconto and Oconto Falls
mayor, the Oconto City
Council, and four county
board supervisors, there is
a scattering of contested
races for municipal and
school board across the
county.

For the most part school
board elections feature
unopposed candidates on
the April 2 ballot, with four
exceptions.

¢ Kim Hanson and
Gary Huc are running for
re-election to the Crivitz
School Board with Kris
Heidewald also vying
for one of the two open
positions.

e In the Pulaski School
District, Steve Liegl and
Jennifer Rybicki are run-
ning for the school board
member-at-large position.
Incumbent Megan Mills-
Koehler chose not to seek
re-election.

¢ Jennifer Kruse and
Paul Thomson are running
for the Town of Breed po-

sition on the Suring School
Board. Incumbent Wendy
Wozniak chose not to run.
¢ In the Wabeno School
District, incumbent board
member Dawn C.Jakubiec
is joined on the ballot by
Raletta Ashbeck, An-
drea Brugger and Penny
McLaughlin for two avail-
able Forest County slots
on the board. The district
includes part of northern
Oconto County.

Other contested
races around the county
include:

¢ Four candidates are
running for two slots on
the Brazeau Town Board
— Incumbents Randy
Nasgovitz and David
Parmentier and challeng-
ers Rodney Gretzon and
Matthew Milatzo.

e Four people are run-
ning for three positions on
the Suring Village Board —
challenger Angie Whiting
and incumbents Richard
Kramp, Jacob School and
Randy Schuettpelz.

Polls will be open 7 a.m.
to 8 p.m. April 2.

Election results online

Next week’s edition of
the Oconto County Times
Herald will go to press
before the polls close for
the spring election. Watch
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Brad Rice, Clint Braun vie for mayor's chair

Oconto Falls Mayor
Brad Rice is seeking his
seventh two-year term in
the April 2 election, facing
a challenge from Clint
Braun, co-owner of the
PROCAR automotive re-
pair shop in Oconto Falls.

They responded to an
invitation to tell voters
about themselves.

Clint Braun

Background and quali-
fications? At the age of 12,
I worked on local dairy
farms
and
contin-
ued farm
work
through-
out high
school.
Being on
the farm
taught
CLINT BRAUN me the
invaluable skill of “work
ethic.” Too hot out, too
cold? Didn’t feel good? It
didn’t matter; on the farm,
work had to get done.
After high school, I spent
a decade as a master auto-
motive technician, worked
my way into sales, finance

and upper management.

I spent four years as an
automotive instructor at
NWTC, and am currently
in my fourth year of own-
ing a business, right here
in Oconto Falls.

The most significant
issue you would like to
work on? I am eager to
get the word out about
what our town has to offer.
From our school system,
the hospital, Oconto River,
golf course and beautiful
beaches, these are just a
few locations that define
our charm. I want to put
Oconto Falls on the map
while building our commu-
nity in this big, small town.
My main area of focus,
Main Street Downtown
Oconto Falls, I'd like to
bring back the vibrant life
that it once was. Encourag-
ing small businesses, bou-
tiques, small shops, etc.,
to attract our neighboring
tourists and those who
travel near and far to visit
Northern Wisconsin.

What is the most signifi-
cant issue for residents?
After speaking to many
residents in the area, I
notice a common theme,

asking for change in our
beloved small town. We
feel that our city growth
has decreased significantly
over the years, and we are
anxious to see Main Street
thrive. The disappoint-
ment I hear from residents
in regards to the various
vacant buildings on Main
Street continues to be one
of the hottest items mov-
ing forward in 2024.

Why do you think
voters should choose
you over your opponent?
I constantly challenge
myself to step out of my
comfort zone. I com-
pletely understand that
having every single person
on board with my vision
is unrealistic. However, I
am committed to growing
as an individual, hear-
ing concerns from our
community, engaging in
productive discussions in
regards to our community,
and open to receiving the
feedback from our people.
I may not have experience
working in politics, but I
do have experience in col-
laborating with the com-
munity and understanding
several perspectives.

Brad Rice

Background and quali-
fications? I am a lifelong
resident of the city of
Oconto
Falls,
retired
after
work-
ing
for 37
years
at Pe-
terson
BRADRICE .o !

served
four years in the Air
Force during the Vietnam
Conflict. I have served
as alderman on the City
Council for nine years,
and I have been serving as
mayor for the past 12 years.
I also serve on the board
of directors for the Oconto
Falls Senior Center. Over
the past years, I have been
able to help get valuable
projects completed. These
include improvements to
streets and infrastructure
on Flatley Street, Oakland
Avenue and Adams Street,
improvements to the Se-
nior Center and a new fire
station.

The most significant is-

sue you would like to work
on? One issue that I want
to see accomplished is to
revitalize the Main Street
district, to eliminate or cut
down on first-floor housing
along that corridor and to
bring in new business to
the area and community.
A TID (tax incremental
district) has been created
to help encourage poten-
tial new business. This is a
very important issue and a
difficult one, but it is being
worked on right now, and
it will continue to be a pri-
ority if I am mayor. I also
want to encourage new in-
dustry and/or manufactur-
ing to the Industrial Park,
and I continually work and
advocate for street and
infrastructure improve-
ments. Currently, we are
set for a full replacement
of Columbia Street in 2025
with the help of a grant of
about $25 million.

The most significant
issue for residents? I think
residents in the city of
Oconto Falls really want to
receive services provided
that meet the cost of their
taxes and meet their needs.
I am always open to hear

comments and complaints
and I will work to address
them. I know that many
residents want to see
improvements or added
services that are so valid.
I would like to accomplish
those things for them and
yet keep our city fiscally
responsible. It is no easy
task. Right now, the City
Council and the city staff
work every day to find a
way and I support them. I
am in favor of keeping our
city taxes low.

Why do you think
voters should choose you
over your opponent? I feel
that the experience of my
21-plus years in city gov-
ernment is what I bring to
the table as mayor. I live
here and, like so many of
the residents here, I want
to see our community
thrive and grow. I want
the same things as our
community wants, and I
will strive to make those
things happen. I feel the
importance of family and I
want to continue to make
the city of Oconto Falls
a place where families
can thrive, grow and live

happily.

Panetti and Martin in rematch for Oconto mayor

The race for mayor of
Oconto is a rematch of the
contest that John Panetti
won in 2022. In addition,
there are eight candidates
on the ballot for four posi-
tions on the Oconto City
Council.

After a primary election
pared down the field of
11 candidates, voters will
choose April 2 from among
Darrell Anderson, Kim
Bronikowski, Dee Donlevy,
Mike Feldt, Casey Sowle,
Lori Stensrup, Jamie
Younger and Dan Zoeller.

Martin and Panetti
responded to a request for
candidate information.

Cliff Martin

Background and quali-
fications? I am a semi-re-
tired paper and packaging
indus-
try
con-
sultant
and
have
spent
10
years
on the
Police
and
Fire Commission, serv-
ing five years as president
and five years as vice

CLIFF MARTIN

president. Past and present
community involvement
includes being a member
of the Oconto Hospital
Citizens Foundation,
Oconto Redevelopment
Authority, Oconto Lions
Club and Oconto Booster
Club, and volunteering

for Miles 4 Madyson. The
proudest achievement

in my personal life is my
family. My wife, Donna, of
52 years, and four children
and their families are the
cornerstone of my life.
Witnessing the growth of
my children and the forma-
tion of their own families
has been, and remains, an
incredible journey that I
am grateful to experience
firsthand.

What do you think is
the most significant issue
you’d like to work on dur-
ing the coming term?

Revitalize our down-
town, attract tourism and
manufacturing firms to
Oconto. I plan to work
with businesses, property
owners and residents to re-
vitalize our downtown and
encourage a mix of busi-
nesses that complement
each other while drawing a
variety of customers. I will
start by contacting own-
ers of vacant buildings and

look for opportunities to
fill them. I will be proac-
tive and collaborate with
the key stakeholders to
develop a plan to further
attract continuous tourism
to our community. I will
work to attract job creat-
ing, tax paying manufac-
turing firms to Oconto by
actively marketing our city
to potential investors.
What is the most signifi-
cant issue for residents?
We need to rebuild the
trust between the citizens,
city employees and the
political body of Oconto,
and I believe we can ac-
complish this through
transparency and open
communication. A citizens’
forum will be established
to garner community input
on issues that might be
facing the city of Oconto.
Regulating of the budget
and budgeting process to
control and pay down debt
will be a priority. Consis-
tent and fair enforcement
of laws, ordinances and
regulations in Oconto is
necessary. Rules need to
apply equally to all citizens
and I feel this is essential
in preserving commu-
nity order and fostering
growth. With my experi-
ence as president of the

PFC, I am confident I ac-
complish these goals.

Why would you like
voters to choose you over
your opponent? I pledge
to be transparent with
the citizens of Oconto no
matter if the information
is positive or negative. I
commit to uphold and en-
force a code of ethics that
prioritizes accountability,
integrity and honesty.
Input from the citizens of
Oconto is valuable and will
be encouraged and taken
seriously.

John Panetti

Background and
qualifications? I was born,
raised, and graduated from
Oconto
High
School
creat-
ing my
com-
mit-
ment
with
passion
to pro-
mote
our amazing city. The
experience I gained by at-
tending Purdue University
allowed me to teach and
lead students into produc-
tive careers. The extensive

JOHN PANETTI

business experience gained
from starting a business
over 37 years ago brings
leadership, team building,
and problem solving, along
with fiscal responsibility.

What do you think is
the most significant issue
you’d like to work on
during the coming term?
Oconto’s five largest em-
ployers all face the same
problem, a shortage of
skilled labor. This is not
a healthy situation as it
restricts company growth
plus creates the potential
for companies to relocate
their businesses out of
Oconto. We need to attract
more residents to the city.
We can accomplish this by
offering affordable child
care options along with
additional affordable city
housing. I am working with
TEDCOR (OCEDC) seek-
ing grants and low interest
loans for developers as this
is my number one priority
to grow Oconto.

What is the most signifi-
cant issue for residents?
From day one as mayor,
my open-door policy to
meet with residents is ex-
tremely popular; meeting
either in person or 24/7 via
a phone call. My goal has
never been to raise taxes;

by utilizing leading edge
technology with improved
efficiencies, growing busi-
ness and tourism, this will
continue to keep taxes
in check. I am commit-
ted to keeping the lines of
communication open for
all residents. This ensures
that all residents will have
a voice and play a key role
in growing Oconto.

Why would you like
voters to choose you
over your opponent?
Being honored to have
already served as mayor
and acquiring valuable
knowledge, I believe my
“on the job” experience is
an advantage in continu-
ing to grow Oconto. As
incumbent mayor, I am
in Wisconsin year-round
and do not spend my
winters in Florida. I at-
tend all Committee of the
Whole meetings, chamber
meetings and many of the
13-plus committee meet-
ings per month. I have
extensive experience
working with government
officials including Gov.
Evers, Sen. Baldwin, Con-
gressman Gallagher, state
Sen. Wimberger, and state
Rep. Behnke to promote
funding and investments in
Oconto.

ELECTION 2024: REFERENDUM QUESTIONS

When voters go to the
polls April 2, they will be
faced with more than elec-
tions for public office.

Some will face local
or school referendum
questions, while all will be
asked to cast ballots on a

pair of state constitutional
changes.

All Wisconsin residents
will be asked to vote on
whether private donations
and grants may be applied
for, accepted, expended or
used in connection with

the conduct of any primary
election, general election
or referendum.

A second question
would create a new section
for the state constitution
to provide that only elec-
tion officials designated

by law may perform tasks
in the conduct of prima-
ries, general elections and
referendums.

This referendum ballot
is a result of 2023 Enrolled
Joint Resolution 78, a copy
of which can be viewed

or downloaded from the
Legislature’s website at
https://docs.legis.wiscon-
sin.gov/2023/proposals/
reg/sen/joint_resolution.
In addition, there is one

referendum question on
the ballot in the Town of

Mountain, where vot-

ers are being asked if the
person holding the office
of town clerk/treasurer
should be appointed by
the town board. The clerk/
treasurer is currently an
elected position.
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OBITUARIES

William Gauthier

William F. Gauthier, of
Cherokee, Iowa, passed
away at the home of fam-
ily on Sunday, Feb. 25,
2024, in Marinette, at the
age of 81.

He was preceded in
death by his wife, Marjo-
rie (Nelson) Gauthier, of
Cherokee, Iowa; parents,

Leo M. and
Joan (Pawlak)
Gauthier, of
Oconto Falls;
and sisters,
Mary (Don-
ald) Walske and Agnes
Patricia (Charles) Offutt.

Bill is survived by his
daughter, Debra (Nor-
man) Lawson of Owasso,
Oklahoma; granddaughter,
Kathryn Lawson; grand-
son, David Lawson; and
great-granddaughter, Katy.

Bill was born in Oconto
Falls and raised on the
family farm along with
three brothers and seven
sisters. Surviving siblings
are Joan (Elroy) Block,
Margaret (Leonard) Duco,
Leo J. Gauthier (Dolores),
Helen (Richard) Johnson,
Victor Gauthier, Robert
Gauthier (Marianne), De-
nise (Howard) Malecki and
Susan Campbell. Those
important to Bill included
his stepdaughters, Sherri
Hagy and Dena Waymire,
that he raised as his own,
and their children, as well
as his brothers-in law, Jim
Nelson and Gary Nelson,
and sister-in law, Gail Van
Scoyk.

Bill went to school at
St. Anthony’s Catholic

Mable I. Kruppa, 88, of
Suring, passed away peace-
fully at home with family
on Wednesday, March 6,
2024.

She was known to
those who loved her as
Granny on the Farm,
Mom, Ma, Auntie Mae or
just Mae to friends. Mable
was born on March 1, 1936,
to the late John and Vera
(Waltman) Greyslak and
grew up in Kilbourn (now
Wisconsin Dells) as one
of seven children. In 1954,
Mable enlisted in the U.S.
Army, where she met her
future husband, Herbert
Kruppa.

School
and
Oconto
Falls
High
School
after
which
he
joined
the U.S. Air Force, serving
at Travis Air Base in Cali-
fornia, providing mainte-
nance on military trans-
port aircraft. It was while
he was here that he met
and married his first wife,
Saloma (Sally) Peachy
(deceased), mother of
Debra. For extra funds, he
worked in the local pick-
a-part junk yard. He loved
to see how things ticked,
so both jobs provided a
pragmatic education in
applied mechanics.
Shortly after leaving
the service, he went to
work for Douglas Aircraft
in Long Beach, California,
where within a short time
his mechanical skills were
recognized, and he was as-
signed to the overhaul and
repair section to work on
after-market mainframe
problems. This required
learning engineering ap-
plications for which he
had no formal education.
In his off time, he tinkered
with modifying the carbu-
ration mechanism for MG
sports cars for his friends
and took on additional
jobs, one of which was
securing foreclosed prop-
erties for VA and FHA
lenders, building a very

After
marry-
ing, the
couple
moved
to Chi-
cago and
began
to grow
their
family. In 1965, they moved
to Des Plaines to raise
their five children before
retiring to Suring in 1987.
She was very active in her
community for over 20
years as an election judge,
library board member,
organizing M&O Days
as well as book club and

successful business.
Opportunity beck-
oned with prospects of a
business venture in Iowa
where his wife, Marjorie,
could be close to her fam-
ily. They purchased a gas,
fuel, oil and propane tank
farm with delivery trucks
and a service station in
Larrabee, Iowa. They even
added a small, attached
restaurant to increase
sales. With the girls finish-
ing their primary educa-
tion, they decided to sell it
all and move to St. Louis,
Missouri, where Marjorie
took a position with Ed-
ward Jones and Bill took
other work, including a
stint at selling insurance.
The aircraft business
was heating up and they
decided to move back to
California where Bill could
resume his job in aircraft
manufacturing and earn a
retirement pension. The
company decided that
they didn’t need him as a
mechanic but would take
him on as an inspector,
with better pay. When he
retired 11 years later, he
was an inspection engineer
with no formal education,
earning multiple recogni-
tions for his contribu-
tions to sustaining safety
standards during construc-
tion of the Air Force C-17.
On one occasion, he was
stunned when the com-
pany invited his wife in
to present him with an
especially high award in
front of 700 of his fellow
employees, perhaps the

Mable I. Kruppa

exercise club. She liked
painting, drawing, making
cards and telling stories,
but her greatest joy was
her family.

Mable is survived by
her children, Diane (Jim)
Drake, Chester Kruppa,
James (Lisa) Kruppa and
Linda Kruppa; daughter-in-
law, Susan; grandchildren,
Mac, Casey, Martha, Joel,
Ben, Noelle, Byron, Blake
and James; great-grand-
children, Ivy, Sage, Ryan,
Owen, Lex, Gwen, Abby,
Lucas, Joey, Charlie and
Jackson; siblings, Norma,
Betty and Dick. She is
further survived by many

only time he was at a total
loss for a response.

Upon retirement from
Boeing, they moved
back to Iowa where Bill
decided to make another
addition to the home he
built earlier. He now had
a three-story home of
over 2,400 square feet of
his own design built in a
hillside, with hands-on
construction.

Looking for other
things to do, he took jobs
including plowing cable,
bending sheet metal and
driving bus for the dis-
advantaged. He planted a
large garden, canned his
crops of tomatoes, pickles
and elderberry jam. He
took time to go fishing,
hunt for mushrooms, track
down auction sales and
buy John Deere tractors
— which, with his friend,
Darryl, he would modify
and participate in tractor
pulls around the state.

The political bug took
hold, and Bill and Marjo-
rie got involved first at the
local level and then as del-
egates to the state conven-
tions. Bill was a longtime
member of the American
Legion and took a great
interest in veterans and
their needs. Bill decided
that Cedar Cemetery in
Larrabee needed to be
decorated on Memorial
Day and the 4th of July,
so he went about buying
enough large U.S. flags to
put on 12-foot poles and
proudly put them up on
these and other occasions.

nieces, nephews, other
relatives and friends.

She was preceded in
death by her parents;
husband, Herbert; son,
Herbert; sisters, Freda
and Marge; brother, Phil
Helley.

A celebration of life
will be held for Mable on
Saturday, June 8, 2024, at
the How Town Hall from
1-5 p.m.

Gruetzmacher Funeral
Home in Suring is assisting
the family with arrange-
ments. Online condolences
can be expressed at www.
gruetzmacherfuneralhome.
com.

With no one around, he
would proudly sing the
national anthem to honor
those veterans buried
there. He also regularly
replaced the large flag
at the cemetery when it
showed signs of fraying.

He then was invited
to serve on the Veter-
ans Commission for the
county, which he did.
However, Marjorie needed
increasing medical atten-
tion, and Bill devoted most
of his energies to caring
for her. After Marjorie
passed, Bill still worked on
veterans concerns but was
now spending more time
with his family and sib-
lings in Wisconsin. His last
contribution was serving
as post commander for the
Cherokee VFW Post 2253
in Cherokee. In Wiscon-
sin, he was instrumental
in having veterans of his
family and others engraved
on the Veterans Memorial
Wall in Oconto Falls.

Bill had one item that
he wanted to leave as
a memento to his par-
ents and grandparents,
Constant and Leocadia
Gauthier. Bill’s mother
had rescued a stained-
glass church window
that had been donated
by his father’s parents to
St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church in Oconto Falls for
its construction in 1912.
When the church was
demolished to make way
for the current church,
families were given the
opportunity to acquire it

In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made
in Mable’s honor to the
Suring Area Public Library,
the VFW, Disabled Ameri-
can Veterans and St. Jude
Children’s Hospital.

and his mother accepted.
Bill planned to build a
small chapel to display
the window. He built the
chapel in Iowa and had
it moved to Wisconsin
where it now awaits final
details to complete his
lasting contribution.

The family wishes to
thank his special friend,
Carol Magnin Kersten,
and her family, for their
time and thoughtfulness,
giving Bill a companion
with whom he could
unequivocally share his
waning days as the sun set
on his memorable life.

Funeral services were
held at 11 a.m. Saturday,
March 16, 2024, at the
Greenwood-Schubert
Funeral Home in Chero-
kee, Iowa. Pastor Mike
Agnew officiated. Burial
is at Cedar Township
Cemetery, rural Cherokee,
Iowa. Visitation with fam-
ily present was held from
5-7 p.m. Friday, March 15,
2024, at the Greenwood-
Schubert Funeral Home.
The Greenwood-Schubert
Funeral Home in Chero-
kee, Iowa, is assisting the
family with arrangements.
Online condolences may
be sent to the family at
www.greenwoodfuneral.
com.

Peace be with you, son
in Christ Jesus, brother,
father, friend. May our
Lord and Savior’s hand
rest gently upon your
broad shoulders and may
his perpetual light shine
upon you forever!

Ronald C. Ostrowski
Ronald C. Ostrowski,
76, of the Town of Belle
Plaine, passed away March
20, 2024.
Eberhardt-Stevenson
Funeral Home and
Crematory.

Garret P. Bork
Garret P. Bork, 91, of
the Town of Pella, passed

away March 20, 2024.

Eberhardt-Stevenson
Funeral Home and
Crematory.

James M. Reed
James M. Reed, 83, of
Shawano, passed away on
Tuesday, March 19, 2024.
Eberhardt-Stevenson
Funeral Home and
Crematory.
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School district votes to end OFES child care

Kids Station will still be available at Abrams Elementary School

BY WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

The Oconto Falls
School Board voted 5-2
March 18 to close the Kids
Station child care program
at Oconto Falls Elemen-
tary School after the new
Encompass Child Care
Center opens in the city.

Kids Station will con-
tinue at Abrams Elemen-
tary School, more than 15
miles away.

“Truth be told, the
school district was not
devised to provide this
service,” Superintendent
Dean Hess said while
recommending the closure.
“This is a service that the

district provided because
we tend to try to help
people and we saw a need
and the need was filled,
and that aid remained until
now, and now Encompass
is here, and they’re able to
offer this.”

The Green Bay-based
child care provider
purchased and is in the
process of renovating the
former Kaempfer and As-
sociates building at 650 E.
Jackson St. into a center
offering service to 140
children.

Kids Station is a pro-
gram that has provided
before- and after-school
child care for families at
a time when few other

options were available.
The board had tabled the
decision at its February
meeting and asked for
more information.

Hess said it’s more
in line with the school
district’s mission to
work in partnership with
Encompass.

“Kids Station has served
our community well,
providing crucial child
care support during times
of limited options,” he
said. “Now we have a new
licensed child care facility
offering 140 spots.”

Some families and
school board members
have expressed concerns
that the cost of sending

children to Encompass

is more than they have
been paying for the school
district’s service, but Hess
said the district charge

is based in part on the
number of students using
the program, and as that
number goes down the
price will go up.

He added that school
secretaries and other sup-
port staff have been work-
ing extra time to keep Kids
Station going.

“One of the things that
I think most people just
don’t know is how tight we
are with our staffing. So
currently we do not have
the staffing that we need
to run the programming,”

Hess said. “What ends up
happening is we hire folks
in this current landscape ...
and they leave after short
stints and we find our-
selves relying heavily upon
people within our system
to work outside their areas
of responsibility to try to
make it work.”

Encompass brings more
to the table than the school
district can offer. The
Jackson Street facility will
be open on snow days, holi-
days and during the sum-
mer, unlike Kids Station.

School Board member
Emilie Trudell said the fact
that 80 families are already
signed up for a service that
opens in June speaks to the

need.

“I think that’s just vali-
dating that we absolutely
need to have child care
brought to Oconto Falls.

I think that’s incredible,”
Trudell said.

Board member Ken
Harter commended
Hess and the staff for the
background work they
have done in helping to
bring Encompass to the
community.

“I think they may a
pretty compelling case for
their recommendation,”
Harter said in making the
motion to accept adminis-
trators’ proposal.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

2025-28 salaries set for county elected officials

Pay must be established before nomination papers start to circulate

BY WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

The Oconto County
Board has approved
salaries for the years
2025 through 2028 for the
county clerk, treasurer and
register of deeds, who are
elected in November.

State law requires the
salaries be set before the
earliest date that candi-
dates may begin circulat-
ing nomination papers,
which this year is April 15.

During the county
board’s March 21 meeting,
Human Resources Direc-
tor Shelly Schultz said last
year the sheriff and clerk
of circuit court got a 4.5%
raise for 2024, followed by
3% annually for three years
during their latest term,
which runs through 2027.

“This resolution is the
same as we set last year for
the other elected officials,”
Schultz said. “It’s very dif-
ficult to project four years
out, as we know, so this is
our best estimate.”

County Clerk Kim
Pytleski, Treasurer Tanya
Peterson and Register of
Deeds Laurie Wusterbarth
are each making $70,296.01
under their current sal-
ary schedule that was
approved in 2020. The
people elected in Novem-
ber will start at $73,459.33,
and the three 3% increases
will bring the figure to
$80,270.99 in 2028, the last
year of the term.

Schultz said those
officials’ salaries were

slightly more than Sha-
wano County and slightly
less than Marinette County
during the current term.
The new figures were
approved 22-2, with Su-
pervisors Gary Frank and
Keith Schneider indicating
they thought the first year
increase should have been
higher given the high infla-
tion of the past four years.
Schneider said he
believes the 2025 sal-
ary should have been 7%
higher instead of 4.5%.

“How come we’re not
leaders instead of follow-
ers?” Schneider said, refer-
ring to the decision to base
the increase on what other
counties are doing. “We’re
followers right now. Why
can’t we as a county be a
leader?”

Frank argued that the
rates set in 2020 put the of-
ficials at a disadvantage.

“Four years ago, we had
an initial increase of 7.5%
followed by three years of
2%, and of course during

those last three years we
had inflation of 5-some-
thing, 9% in there,” Frank
said.

Schultz said she person-
ally would like to see all
county employees get such
a raise, but the decision
belongs to the county
board and its administra-
tion committee.

Following the dictate of
the state law is tough, she
said.

“It’s not like we can go
back every year and look
at what the cost of living
increases are, because
that’s how general employ-
ees are figured, you look
at it every year and base
it on what’s going on in
the market,” Schultz said.
“This is set for four years.
That’s why you’re seeing
some counties raising 17
or 25%, because four years
ago they may have given a

1% raise and now they’re
playing catch-up.”

Sleeter acknowledged
the committee spent a lot of
time on the decision. The
resolution was originally
on the February agenda but
was pulled back.

“There was a lot of
discussion at two months
of committee meetings.
We decided to go with the
comparable,” Sleeter said
March 21.
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OCONTO COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

Proceedings of March 22

Brad A. Vickman, 51,
Abrams, pleaded no contest
to manufacturing and deliver-
ing methamphetamine, two
counts of manufacturing and
delivering amphetamine, and
maintaining a drug traffick-
ing place, in connection with
incidents that occurred April
10, May 5, June 1, June 23,
2023; possession with intent
to deliver amphetamine and
misdemeanor bail jumping, in
connection with an incident
that occurred June 16, 2021;
and felony bail jumping and
misdemeanor possession
of drug paraphernalia, in
connection with an incident
that occurred Aug. 5, 2021.
Judge Michael Judge sched-
uled sentencing for May 20
and ordered a pre-sentence
investigation.

Javier Lashun Dixon, 30,
Sobieski, waived his right to
a preliminary hearing and
pleaded not guilty to victim
intimidation and felony bail
jumping, in connection with
an incident that allegedly
occurred Sept. 20, 2023. He
also faces charges of stran-
gulation and suffocation, two
counts of misdemeanor dis-
orderly conduct, and a misde-
meanor charge of battery, in
connection with an incident
that allegedly occurred June
20, 2023. Judge scheduled
a pre-trial conference for
May 2.

Jenny L. Tennant, 45,
Manawa, waived her right
to a preliminary hearing and
pleaded not guilty to misap-
propriating ID information,
two misdemeanor counts of
possessing illegal obtained
prescription drugs, and
misdemeanor possession

of drug paraphernalia and
prostitution, in connection
with an incident that allegedly
occurred Oct. 6. Judge sched-
uled a pre-trial conference for
April 11.

Bond was set at $50,000
cash for Aaron John Hus-
ted, 37, Gillett, after he was
charged with three counts
of first-degree recklessly
endangering safety, resisting
arrest, fleeing an officer in a
vehicle, felony bail jumping,
and misdemeanor counts of
resisting or obstructing an
officer, disorderly conduct and
bail jumping, in connection
with an incident that allegedly
occurred March 20. Judge
adjourned his initial appear-
ance until April 11.

Proceedings of March 21

Douglas James Van Boxtel,
59, Oconto, waived his right
to a preliminary hearing and
pleaded not guilty to operat-
ing a motor vehicle while
intoxicated (fifth offense), in
connection with an incident
that allegedly occurred Jan.
6. Judge scheduled a pre-trial
conference for June 13.

Bond was set at $2,500
cash for Tessa R. Shepard,
35, Wabeno, after she was
charged with misappropriat-
ing ID information, possession
of narcotic drugs, felony bail
jumping, and misdemeanor
counts of resisting or ob-
structing an officer, posses-
sion of cocaine, possession of
drug paraphernalia, operating
while revoked and violating
an ignition interlock order, in
connection with an incident
that allegedly occurred March
19. Court Commissioner Peggy
Miller adjourned her initial
appearance until April 11.

Proceedings of March 20
Shana Lynn Courchaine,
26, Green Bay, pleaded guilty
to possession of metham-
phetamine and felony bail
jumping, in connection with
an incident that allegedly oc-
curred April 13. Courchaine's
probation and a deferred
judgment agreement were
revoked May 15, 2023, on a
previous conviction or pos-
session of methamphetamine
and misdemeanor posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia, in
connection with an incident
that occurred March 10, 2022.
Judge scheduled sentencing
for June 4 and ordered a pre-
sentence investigation.
Wesley J. Kobylarczyk, 51,
Sobieski, pleaded no contest
to misdemeanor charges of
fourth-degree sexual assault
and disorderly conduct, in
connection with an incident
that occurred May 14, 2022.
The charges were amended
from felonies in a plea agree-
ment. Judge levied fines and
costs and approved a deferred
judgment agreement.
Michael D. Wood, 36,
Oconto Falls, waived his right
to a preliminary hearing and
pleaded not guilty to felony
bail jumping and misdemean-
or disorderly conduct, in con-
nection with an incident that
allegedly occurred Dec. 25. He
was awaiting trial on charges
of first-degree reckless
endangerment, strangulation-
suffocation, false imprison-
ment, substantial battery,
and misdemeanor counts
of disorderly conduct and
criminal damage to property,
in connection with an incident
that allegedly occurred Jan. 1,
2022. Judge scheduled a pre-
trial conference for May 2.

Proceedings of March 19
Joseph A. Reignier, 23,
Oconto Falls, pleaded no con-
test to misdemeanor charges

of battery and disorderly
conduct in connection with an
incident that occurred April
22,2022. In a plea agreement
the state moved to dismiss a
felony charge that had been
scheduled to go to trial that
day. Judge withheld sentenc-
ing and placed Reignier on

18 months of probation with
conditions.

A July 24 jury trial was
scheduled for Mark A. Gerow,
61, Lakewood, on charges of
strangulation and suffoca-
tion, false imprisonment,
and misdemeanor disorderly
conduct, in connection with
an incident that allegedly
occurred July 15, 2023. Judge
Jay Conley scheduled a final
pre-trial conference for July
8. Gerow is also charged with
possession of narcotic drugs
and misdemeanor possession
of drug paraphernalia, in con-
nection with an incident that
allegedly occurred Aug. 31.
Prosecutors said they would
proceed to trial on the earlier
charges first.

Proceedings of March 18

John J. McDonald, 43,
Oconto, pleaded no contest to
a felony charge of child abuse
intentionally causing harm
and misdemeanor counts of
resisting or obstructing an of-
ficer and disorderly conduct,
in connection with an incident
that occurred July 2, 2021.
Judge approved a deferred
judgment agreement on
the felony count and placed
McDonald on one year of
probation after imposing and
staying a one-year county jail
sentence.

Jessica Leah Haumschild,
40, Oconto, pleaded guilty to
possession of methamphet-
amine, and misdemeanor

possession of drug parapher-
nalia, in connection with an
incident that occurred Oct.
24, 2021. Judge approved a
deferred judgment agreement
for the felony and placed her
on one year of probation after
withholding sentencing for the
misdemeanor.

Jacob S. Barber, 36, Crivitz,
was placed on two years pro-
bation after Judge withheld
sentencing for possession of
narcotic drugs, in connection
with an incident that oc-
curred Aug. 31. Conditions of
probation include 200 days
in the county jail, which he
has already served since his
arrest.

An Aug. 22-23 jury trial
was scheduled for Danielle
Kristie Marcotte, 37, Oconto
Falls, on three counts of child
abuse intentionally causing
harm and five misdemeanor
counts of child neglect, in
connection with an incident
that allegedly occurred Sept.
7. Judge scheduled a final
pre-trial conference for Aug.
5.

Michael Myron Laroque,
31, Seymour, waived his right
to a preliminary hearing and
pleaded not guilty to eluding
an officer in a motor vehicle
and a misdemeanor count
of operating a motor vehicle
while intoxicated (second
offense), in connection with
an incident that allegedly oc-
curred March 17, 2023. Judge
scheduled a pre-trial confer-
ence for June 13.

Michael Ravanelli Perkins,
39, Gillett, waived his right
to a preliminary hearing and
pleaded not guilty to misap-
propriating identity informa-
tion to avoid penalty, felony
bail jumping, and misde-
meanor resisting or obstruct-
ing an officer, in connection
with an incident that allegedly
occurred Dec. 15. In another
case, he faces charges of

bodily harm to a health care
worker or family and felony
bail jumping, in connection
with an incident that allegedly
occurred July 17, 2023. Judge
scheduled a pre-trial confer-
ence for June 13.

Douglas Arnold Brown,

62, Oconto, waived his right
to a preliminary hearing and
pleaded not guilty to operat-
ing a motor vehicle while
intoxicated (fourth offense)
and misdemeanor counts of
an ignition interlock violation
and operating while revoked,
in connection with an incident
that allegedly occurred Jan.
5. Judge scheduled a pre-trial
conference for July 18.

Desiree Ellise Medina, 33,
Green Bay, waived her right
to a preliminary hearing and
pleaded not guilty to posses-
sion of methamphetamine,
possession with intent to
deliver amphetamine or meth-
amphetamine, possession of
THC (second or subsequent
offense), possession with
intent to deliver THC, felony
bail jumping, and misde-
meanor possession of drug
paraphernalia, in connection
with an incident that allegedly
occurred May 25, 2023. Judge
scheduled a pre-trial confer-
ence for June 13.

Bond was set at $50,000
cash for Steven M. Ducat, 37,
Oconto, after he was charged
with operating a motor vehicle
while intoxicated (fourth
offense), five counts of first-
degree recklessly endangering
safety, fleeing an officerin a
vehicle, two counts of misde-
meanor disorderly conduct
and misdemeanor counts
of resisting or obstructing
an officer, operating while
revoked, violating an ignition
interlock order, in connection
with an incident that allegedly
occurred March 17. Judge ad-
journed his initial appearance
until April 11.
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Martin

Jewellers

READY TO SELL?

Bring your valuables to the Nation’s leading estate buyers.

We buy gold, silver, diamonds, coins & more!

3 DAYS ONLY

APRIL 2 -4 | Tuesday - Wednesday 9am - 5pm | Thursday 9am - 6pm
148 S Main St., Shawano, WI 54166 | Call for directions: (715) 526-2030

WHAT WE BUY

Fine Jewelry Coins & Currency Rarities
Diamonds Watches Fine Art & Luxury Goods
Scrap Gold & Silver Sterling Silver & Much More

RECEIVE A 20% BONUS

When you trade for store credit”

Receive immediate payment! No appointment necessary.

Ready to Sell?

/\;}§ NATIONAL RARITIES SCAN QR CODE HERE

TRUSTED ESTATE BUYERS for full buying event details.

*A free evaluation will be provided, but there is no obligation to purchase your items. Exclusions Apply. **We are not an authorized Rolex
dealer nor are we affiliated or endorsed by Rolex, Rolex USA, or any of its subsidiaries.
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Homeschoolers

‘Chitty Chitty Bang Bang'
follows fantasy involving
cars, inventions and
children-hating royalty

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

One of the scenes in “Chitty Chitty
Bang Bang” see the Baron and Baroness
freaking out at the mention of children.

It’s rather ironic, then, that a produc-
tion of the musical coming to Clintonville
is being performed completely by the
children of the Wolf River Homeschool-
ers. The show, which will be performed
April 11-14, features more than 40 children
ages 6-18.

The musical is based on the 1964
film starring Dick Van Dyke, where the
wreck of a champion racecar captures
the attention of Jemima and Jeremy Potts.
They convince their father, Caractacus,
to raise money to fix the vehicle, named
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang after the unusual
sounds the engine emits.

The car’s transformation attracts the
attention of Baron Bomburst, who kidnaps
the Potts family patriarch, Grandpa,
believing he is Caractacus, and demands
Grandpa transform the Baron’s car into
something just like Chitty. Because of this,
Caractacus, his children and heiress Truly
Scrumptious travel to the fictional land of
Vulgaria seeking to rescue Grandpa, not
realizing the country has a law against
children, and Jeremy and Jemima are also
taken captive.

The Wolf River Homeschoolers have
a long tradition of bringing entertaining,
family-friendly stories to the area, as the
group’s performing arts program gives
youth in Shawano County the opportu-
nity to discover plays and musicals. Peter
Kluge, who is playing Caractacus, is one
of the young people eager to bring “Chitty
Chitty Bang Bang” to local audiences.

“It’s very energetic,” Kluge said. “It’s
very enjoyable. There’s a lot of good char-
acter development that they have and it
just plays in with every little character so
well. It blends so well.”

Kluge is one of the older youth in the
cast, and he likes being able to work with
younger children and give them a love for
theater.

“Since we’re older with all the exper-
tise we’ve gathered from past shows, we

bring classic tale to life

Caractacus Potts, played by Peter Kluge, right, and Truly Scrumptious, played by Taya Jannusch, learn from the Toymaker, played by Caleb Bestul, about Vulgaria's law against

children in a scene from “Chitty Chitty Bang Bang," which will be performed by the Wolf River Homeschoolers in April.

WHAT: “Chitty Chitty Bang Bang,” performed by the Wolf
River Homeschoolers

WHEN: 7 p.m. April 11-13, 2 p.m. April 14

WHERE: Clintonville High School, 64 W. Green Tree Road,
Clintonville

ADMISSION: Free

can pass it on,” Kluge said. “A lot of us
here have choreographed some of the
dance scenes and whatnot, just to help
out the director. Since we’re the ones on
the stage, it’s easier to know what’s really
going on.”

Taya Jannusch, who plays Truly, en-
joys playing such a vibrant character.

“She’s very fancy, but she’s also very
nice,” Jannusch said. “It was interesting to
be Truly because I had never seen ‘Chitty
Chitty Bang Bang’ before we were doing
this play. It was interesting to see all that
happens to her.”

HOMESCHOOLERS, CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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Baroness and Baron Bomburst, played by Emma Martin and Jameson Byars, react violently to a reference about
children in a scene from “Chitty Chitty Bang Bang." The villains kidnap children and lock them away.
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NWTC exhibit tells people’s stories of peace

The American Stories exhibit for “A Peace of My Mind," shown in Memphis, Tennessee, is coming April 2-11 to North-
east Wisconsin Technical College's Shawano campus, telling stories about finding peace in an increasingly fractured

world. Similar exhibits are being put up at NWTC's Green Bay and Marinette campuses.

JOHN NOLTNER

‘A Peace of My Mind'
culminates cross-country trip
to discover what unifies people

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Peace will come at last to Northeast
Wisconsin Technical College.

At the very least, it will be hard to
avoid as the college will host “A Peace of
My Mind: American Stories,” a multime-
dia project started by Minnesota-based
award-winning photographer John Nolt-
ner, from April 2-11 at NWTC’s Shawano
campus, 111 E. Thomas Ave. Almost 60
stories with portraits will be on display
in the halls with stories that stem from a
single question: What does peace mean to
you?

Noltner said that the exhibit is the
culmination of a 2¥2-year road trip he and

More information on the “A Peace of My Mind" exhibits
and books can be found at www.apomm.net.

his wife embarked on across the United
States.

“In a divided world, I use storytelling
and art to try to rediscover what connects
us,” Noltner said. “We sit down with
people from all different backgrounds,
and we build an interview and a conversa-
tion around the central question.”

The stories are not only shared in the
“A Peace of My Mind” exhibit, but also in
books and podcasts. Noltner has five ex-
hibits in the series, including the Ameri-
can Stories exhibit, as well as four books
written from all the interviews.

“During the pandemic, my wife and
I sold our house in Bloomington, Min-
nesota,” Noltner said. “We bought an RV

PEACE, CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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WHAT'S HAPPENING

FRIDAY, MARCH 29

BONDUEL: Good Friday service,
noon, Zion United Methodist
Church, 134 E. Green Bay St.

SURING: Recovery Talking Circle,
6-8 p.m. South Branch Community
Center, W1281 County Road M.

SATURDAY, MARCH 30

GILLETT: Easter Eggstavaganza,
10-11:30 a.m., 5890 State Highway
22 West. Games, candy, and out-
door egg hunt.

PULASKI: Easter Egg Hunt, 10-11
a.m., Saputo Stadium, 1040 S. St.
Augustine St.

KESHENA: Running and walking
program, noon to 6 p.m., Omae-
gnomenewak Wetohkatikamek
Center, 2700 Mianaceqgtawak Road.
Infused water provided during the
week, and a family snack-making
station is provided on Saturdays.
Information: Chelsey Latender, 715-
799-5431 or chelseyl@mtclinic.net.

MONDAY, APRIL 1

KESHENA: Running and walking
program, 4:40-6:30 p.m., Omae-
gnomenewak Wetohkatikamek
Center, 2700 Mianaceqtawak Road.

Infused water provided during the
week, and a family snack-making
station is provided on Saturdays.
Information: Chelsey Latender, 715-
799-5431 or chelseyl@mtclinic.net.

SHAWANO: Recovery talking
circle, 6-8 p.m., First Presbyterian
Church, Room 4,100 W. Presbyte-
rian St. Information: Dallas Gast,
715-701-5388 or dallasgast8@
gmail.com.

TUESDAY, APRIL 2

SHAWANO: Opening of “A Peace
of My Mind: American Stories,
photography by John Noltner,”
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Northeast
Wisconsin Technical College, 111
Thomas Ave. More information at
apomm.net.

KESHENA: Recovery talking
circle, 6-8 p.m. Omaegnomenewak
Wetohkatikamek Center, 2700
Mianacegtawak Road. Information:
Mindy Thunder at 715-799-3835 or
mthunder@mitw.org.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3

SHAWANO: Chamber Coffee Con-
nection, 8-9 a.m., Fanita's Bakery,
428 S. Main St. Guest speaker from
Shawano Family Dentistry.

NEOPIT: Recovery talking circle,
6-8 p.m. The Circle House, W6715
Shawpokasic St. Information:
Mindy Thunder at 715-799-3835 or
mthunder@mitw.org.

THURSDAY, APRIL 4

NAVARINO: Senior Safari Lunch
and Learn, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Navari-
no Nature Center, W5646 Lindsten
Road, discussion of conservation
leader John Muir. Suggested $4.50
donation for meal.

KESHENA: Running and walking
program, 4:30-6:30 p.m., Omae-
gnomenewak Wetohkatikamek
Center, 2700 Mianaceqtawak Road.
Infused water provided during the
week, and a family snack-making
station is provided on Saturdays.
Information: Chelsey Latender, 715-
799-5431 or chelseyl@mtclinic.net.

NAVARINO: Evening with the
Sandhill Cranes, 6-7 p.m., Navarino
Nature Center, W5646 Lindsten
Road. Watch potentially thousands
of birds, register at navarino.org by
April 2, fees — members $5, non-
members $10, families $20.

BOWLER: Native American Talk-
ing Circle, 7-9 p.m., Mohican Family
Center, N8605 Oak St. Information:

Yvonne Burr, 715-326-0891.

FRIDAY, APRIL 5

KESHENA: Winter Farmers
Market, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Col-
lege of Menominee Nation Cultural
Learning Center, N188 State High-
way 47-55. Artisan Native crafts,
hot food, baked goods and more.
Sponsored by the college’s Sustain-
able Development Institute.

SURING: Recovery Talking Circle,
6-8 p.m. South Branch Community
Center, W1281 County Road M.

SHAWANO: Auditions for “The
Wizard of Oz," 6-9 p.m., Mielke
Arts Center, N5649 Airport Road.
Box In The Wood Theatre Guild's
summer musical. Register for an
audition date and time at https://
calendly.com/brandonbyng/audi-
tions-wizard-of-oz.

SATURDAY, APRIL 6

SHAWANO: Shawano-Menomi-
nee Relay for Life, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
Shawano Community High School,
220 County Road B. Fundraiser
for research and local American
Cancer Society programs.

SHAWANO: Auditions for “The
Wizard of Oz,” 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,

Mielke Arts Center, N5649 Airport
Road. Box In The Wood Theatre
Guild's summer musical. Register
for an audition date and time at
https://calendly.com/brandon-
byng/auditions-wizard-of-oz.

SHAWANO: Shawano Speedway
Fan Fest, 11 a.m.to 3 p.m., Crawford
Center, 251S. Waukechon St. Kick-
off to the 2024 race season, race
cars on display.

KESHENA: Running and walking
program, noon to 6 p.m., Omae-
gnomenewak Wetohkatikamek
Center, 2700 Mianaceqtawak Road.
Infused water provided during the
week, and a family snack-making
station is provided on Saturdays.
Information: Chelsey Latender, 715-
799-5431 or chelseyl@mtclinic.net.

OCONTO FALLS: The Wisconsin
Singers in concert, 7 p.m., Falls
Area Performing Arts Center, 210
N. Farm Road. Adults $15, students
and seniors $10, tickets at Wiscon-
sinSingers.com/see-us/oconto-
falls, or 608-886-6801.

BOWLER: Drowning Pool in con-
cert with Saliva, 7:30 p.m. North
Star Mohican Casino, W12180
County Road A. Tickets $30, doors
open 6:30 p.m.

PEACE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

and spent 2V years on
the road. During that
time, we very intention-
ally went to a lot of our
nation’s pain points. We
went to the border to talk
about immigration. We
went to Mississippi to talk
about moving Confeder-
ate monuments. We went
to northern Minnesota

to talk about Indigenous
sovereignty.”

Noltner said the goal of
the 40,000-mile road trip
was to find people seeking
creative solutions to the
challenging issues of the
world, as well as deliver-
ing messages reminding
people about what con-
nects everyone.

For the American Sto-
ries exhibit, “We inter-
viewed people who had
marched with Dr. (Martin
Luther) King, people who
are Holocaust survivors,
people who are homeless,
folks who are veterans
that have been through
combat,” Noltner said.
“There’s really a broad
cross-section of America,

Photographer John Noltner, who created the “A Peace of My Mind" exhibit
that's coming to Shawano in April, embarked on a cross-country road trip to

find the common ground that connects people.

but that same premise and
goal is remembering what
connects us.”

One of those messages
came from Bud Welch,
who lost his only child, Ju-
lie Marie, in the Oklahoma
City bombing in 1992, for
which Timothy McVeigh
was convicted and put to
death. Noltner interviewed

CONTRIBUTED

Welch and learned how
the father’s push for ven-
geance against McVeigh
transformed into a path to
forgiveness.

“Bud’s initial reaction
was to seek retribution,”
Noltner said. “He wanted
for Timothy McVeigh
to be executed with the
thought that then he could

go on with his life.”

Noltner said Welch’s
attitude changed once he
saw McVeigh’s father, Bill
McVeigh, on television.
Welch reached out to the
father, and through a per-
sonal interaction realized
that Timothy McVeigh’s
death was not the solution
to the bombing tragedy.

“He looked at him and
said, ‘Man, that father is
as a wrecked as I am. His
world changed on the same
day my world changed,”
Noltner said. “He realized
in that process that he
didn’t want Tim to die. He
worked against the execu-
tion of Timothy McVeigh
and realized he was forgiv-
ing Tim.”

Even though Welch’s
effort to stop McVeigh’s
execution failed, Noltner
said, he’s continuing efforts
to end capital punishment,
“looking at some form of
justice that’s more healing
instead of punitive.”

Noltner has had a
lengthy career as a freelance
photographer shooting for

national magazines, meeting
a wide range of people who
helped him to find beauty in
unexpected places. He said
he was increasingly frus-
trated with all the division
that the world was expe-
riencing and the focus on
what makes people different
instead of what makes them
the same.

“I just wondered if there
was something I could do
with my photography and
storytelling, with my skill
set, to remember what
connects us,” Noltner said.
“It really started out as a
little, personal project, just
something I did in my free
time in between assign-
ments. Now it’s all I do.”

With 2024 being an
election year, Noltner sees
the division of the United
States at a high point,
which makes the “A Peace
of My Mind” exhibits all
the more important.

“I don’t think anyone
would disagree with the
notion that we are increas-
ingly divided,” Noltner
said. “It’s an exercise, and

it’s a practice to look at
those things that con-
nect us, to try to find that
common ground to seek
out our similar values so
we can find a path for-
ward in this frayed civic
environment that we have
currently.”

In addition to the ex-
hibit, Noltner will also be
at NWTC-Shawano from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. April 8 to
do studio interviews with
interested local residents
asking them how they’ve
found strength in the midst
of struggle.

“Besides these long-
form stories I have done all
across the country for the
exhibits, we also do these
short-form studios,” Noltner
said. “We will set up a stu-
dio. We will invite people to
respond to a question, and
we ask people to respond
in 25 words or less. We do
a black-and-white portrait
of that person, and then we
combine that picture with
their words.”

Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com

“In a divided world, 1 use storytelling and art to try to rediscover what connects us. We sit down with people from all different

HOMESCHOOLERS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Jannusch has been
performing in Wolf River
Homeschoolers shows
since she was 7.

“It’s very surreal,” Jan-
nusch said. “It’s nice to see
all of the younger kids and
work with them.”

Jameson Byars said it
was easy to get into his
role as Baron Bomburst,
the tyrannical ruler of Vul-
garia, although he said he
was fascinated with how
the characters in the musi-
cal differed from the ones
portrayed in the film.

“It is a well known
show, so the character type
is more well known, so it’s
easier to know how to act,”
Byars said. “I knew from
the start what I would like

JOHN NOLTNER, creator of “A Peace of My Mind"

to try, but it was also in-
teresting reading the play
version, because the play/
musical is different from
the movie, even though
I'm most familiar with the
movie.”

Byars noted that a lot
goes into organizing a cast
of over 40 to prepare for
such a show. The Wolf
River Homeschoolers of-
ten spend several months
rehearsing two or three
times a week, and Byars
said doing the show is the
highlight of the year.

“It’s very fun, but also
very chaotic,” Byars said.
“Especially right at the
start when you’re just get-
ting into it. Not everybody
is sure exactly what they’re

doing and they’re very all
over the place, but it’s nice
as we get closer and closer
to show night that it just
comes together.”

Emma Martin, who
plays Baroness Bomburst,
is also embracing the
opportunity to portray
a character from a well-
known story.

“It’s just fun to get to
act like somebody in the
movies, to be like them
and to do what they do,”
Martin said. “It’s kind of
hard, but we’re figuring it
out.”

Director Sue Kluge not-
ed that “Chitty Chitty Bang
Bang” was a familiar story
among the homeschool
families, so it was a logical

choice for the performing
arts program to pursue
the musical for its annual
show. She said there are
some different songs from
the film like “Teamwork,”
“Act English” and “The
Bombie Samba,” and it also
has a number of fun dance
numbers for the children
to learn.

“It’s got so many fun
numbers in it and fun
songs,” Sue Kluge said.
“There are plenty of songs
that people will remem-
ber from the movie. It’s
centered all around family
and saving Grandpa and
saving the children that the
Baroness doesn’t like, and
the togetherness of it. It’s
just a feel-good show.”

backgrounds, and we build an interview and a conversation around the central question.”
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HOUSEHOLD GOODS

DON'T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned about a
fall or wants to regain access
to their entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today!
1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

JACUZZ| BATH REMODEL
Can install a new, custom
bath or shower in as little as
one day. For a limited time,
we're cutting installation
costs in half & offering a
FREE safety upgrade!
Additional terms apply.
Subject to change and vary
be dealer. Offer ends 3/31/24
1-833-224-4977 (WCAN)

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE:
QUEEN MATTRESSES
FROM $199 40 Styles on

Display! All Sizes Avail.
PlymouthFurnitureWl.com
2133 Eastern Ave Plymouth
WI 920-892-6006 Open Daily
(WCAN)

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES TODAY with a
GENERAC Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive
a FREE 5-year warranty w/
qualifying purchase. Call
1-877-626-1009 today to
schedule a free quote. it's not
just a generator. Its a power
move. (WCAN)
REPLACE YOUR ROOF
w/the best looking & longest
lasting material, steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! 3 Styles &
multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer - up to
50% OFF Installation + Add'l
10% off install (for military,
health
workers & 1st responders)
Call Erie Metal Roofs
1-877-845-6606 (WCAN)

The bathroom of your
dreams in as
little as 1 day. Limited Time
Offer - $1000 off or No
Payments & No
Interest for 18 months for
customers who qualify. BCI
Bath & Shower. Many
options available. Quality
materials & professional
installation. Senior &
Military
Discounts Available. Call
today! 1-877-651-1850
(WCAN)

THINKING ABOUT
INSTALLING A NEW
SHOWER? American

Standard makes it easy.
FREE design
consultation. Enjoy your
shower again! Call
1-844-479-1327 today to see
how you can save $1,000 on
installation, or visit
www.newshowerdeal.com/wc

p (WCAN)

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO
SELL? .... GET RESULTS!
Affordable advertising that
fits your budget! Reach
OVER 300,000 homes! Place
your ad in MANY weekly
Wisconsin Shoppers &
Buyers' Guide papers for as
low as $36.00 Call today!
Publishers
Development Service, Inc.
(PDS, Inc.) 1-920-922-4864
www.pdsadnet.com

MISCELLANEQUS FOR SALE

50" color TV, Sanyo
works great. $100.
920-598-0320

Special
Notices

SPRING (Massive)
MARKET
Gifts*Crafts*Collectibles*Tr
easures!

Sat. Mar.30 (9am-5pm)
300+Vendors FREE
PARKING RESCH
EXPO/Green Bay
Holidaygiftandcraftshow
.com
715-526-9769
WCAN (Wisconsin
Community Ad Network)
and/or the member
publications review ads to
the best of their ability.
Unfortunately, many
unscrupulous people are
ready to take your money!
PLEASE BE CAREFUL
ANSWERING ANY AD THAT
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO
BE TRUE! For more
information, or to file a
complaint regarding an ad,
please
contact The Department of
Trade,
Agriculture & Consumer
Protection 1-800-422-7128
(WCAN)

ACA GOLDEN RETRIEVER
PUPPIES Very friendly, great
w/children, UTD shots
dewormed,
vet checked, DOB 12-30-23
$600 715-267-6493
AKC GOLDEN RETRIEVER
PUPS Shots Vet chked Can
Deliver $600-$700
715-255-2661 #269146
CORGI PUPS (Parents Reg.)
Merle colors avail. Vet ckd
Shots/Wormed Well
Socialized w/kids $500
Shawano 715-758-6282
FOR SALE: ENGLISH
CREME GOLDEN
RETRIEVER PUPPIES DOB
1-28-24 Shots, Dewormed &
Adorable $400 each.
Dorchester 715-654-5475
German Shepherd Puppy.
Big, Beautiful, solid black
male, 6 months. Amazing,
Super Temperament. Call
Mark 320-795-2535 (gnc)
MINI POODLE PUPPIES
Cute & Red, $450
715-409-0533
REGISTERED CAVALIER
KING CHARLES PUPS
Shots/Wormed/Dews/Vet
Free deliv! $650 715-470-
0458 No text #509642DS

REG.PUG PUPPIES
Fawn colored,dew/shots vet
chk &
dewormed Ready Now
$1000 715-536-0697
715-316-2522 (#524892)
YORKIES Vet ck/1st shots
$700 ea will meet 1/2 way
from BI River Falls
715-299-1988

Vehicles

Services

GET YOUR DEDUCTION
AHEAD OF THE YEAR-
END! Donate Your Car,
Truck or SUV to assist the
blind & visually impaired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup & secure a
generous year-end tax
credit. Call HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND today at!
844-374-3067 (WCAN)

Services

CONNECT TO THE BEST
WIRELESS home Internet
with EarthLink. Enjoy speeds
from 5G & 4G LTE networks,
no contracts, easy
installation, & data plans up
to 300 GB.

Call 844-223-7265 (WCAN)

DENTAL INSURANCE.
From Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Don't Wait!
Call now! Get your FREE
Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 855-807-9516
www.dental50plus.com/wic
ommunity #6258 (WCAN)

UP TO $15,000 OF
GUARANTEED LIFE
INSURANCE! No medical
exam or health questions.
Cash to help pay funeral &
other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance
Company 844-433-5898 or
visit www.Life55plus.info/wcp
(WCAN)

Vacation/
Lake Property

STROKE &
CARDIOVASCULAR
disease are leading causes
of death, according to the
AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION. Screening
can provide peace of mind or
early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening
to
schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings
for just $149! Call
1-888-675-5048 (WCAN)

WESLEY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC Timeshare
Cancellation Experts Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare
debt & fees cancelled in
2019. Get FREE
informational package &
learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! FREE
consultations. Over 450
positive
reviews.

CALL 844-374-2565
(WCAN)

UPLEX

APARTMENTS/

SWITCH & SAVE UP TO
$250/YEAR on your talk, text
& data. No contract & no
hidden fees. Unlimited talk &
text with flexible data plans.
Premium
nationwide coverage. 100%
U.S. based customer service.
For more info, call
1-844-883-1477 (WCAN)

1330 E Lieg Ave
2 bedrooms
Great location
Parking avail.
Starting at $775 + deposit
Pete 715-218-5731

1350 E Lieg Ave
Beautiful recently
Fully Remodeled
2 bedrooms
Great loc. Garage avail.
Starting at $795 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET
Get your favorite live TV,
sports, & local
channels. 99% signal
reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months.
HBO Max & Premium
Channels included for 3 mos
(w/CHOICE Package or
higher) No
annual contract, no hidden
fees! Some restrictions apply.
Call IVS 1-833-574-1746
(WCAN)

Vehicles

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck,
boat, RV and more to support
our veterans! Schedule a
FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-844-406-2647
today! (WCAN)

DIRECTYV Sports Pack 3
Months on Us! Watch pro &
College sports LIVE. Plus
over 40 regional & specialty
networks included. NFL,
College
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL,
Golf & more. Some
restrictions apply
Call DIRECTV
1-888-925-9452 (WCAN)

Get DISH Satellite TV &
Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus
limited Time Up to $600 in
Gift Cards. Call Today!
1-844-897-8523 (WCAN)

HughesNet Satellite
Internet:

25 mbps starting at
$49.99/mo! Get More Data,
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST
download speeds. Wifi built

in! FREE Standard

Installation for lease

customers! Limited Time Call
1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

MobileHelp, America's
Premier
Mobile Medical Alert
System. Whether you're
home or away, for safety and
Peace of Mind. No Long
Term Contracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today!
1-855-491-0732 (WCAN)

Williams Painting and
Staining. Houses, log cabins,
decks, metal sheds and
roofs. Free estimates.
Experienced. Flat Prices.
Insured and references
available. 715.551.7959

445 Humphrey Cr.
Beautiful

Fully Remodeled

1 or 2 Bedroom
Convenient location

Garage Available

Starting at $715 + Deposit

Tom 715-280-0525

FARM/LIVESTOCK

FRITZ BARN PAINTING
Rusty Roofs, Metal bldings
Free Est 608-221-3510
920-821-6311

LOST?

FOUND?
PUT OUR
CLASSIFIEDS
TO WORK
FOR YOU!

19-526-6188
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Providing the
Compassion &
Care Your
Family
Deserves.
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GREEN BAY MASONRY LLO

- BRICK - BLOCK - STONE - STUCCO

New House Construction
Remodeling
e Porches
e Flower Planters

¢ Patios ¢ Fire Places
e Concrete ® Side Walks
¢ Drive Ways
e Concrete Patios
38 years experience

* FULLY INSURED - LICENSED - FREE ESTIMATES

Call: 920-639-0222
Hours: Mon-Fri 7:00am-5:00pm e Sat 9:00am-12:00pm

Depend on an Independent
Insurance Agent

Proud to be your only Locally Owned Agency in Shawano

2023

AGENCY OF SHAWANQOQ, INC
1207 E. GREEN BAY STREET « SHAWANO
715-526-6390 - 800-428-6390

Independence allows Hometown to compare
various insurance companies and recommend
only the best ones like Auto Owners
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Area boys, girls earn
Academic All-State honors

The Wisconsin Basketball Coaches Association
(WBCA) announced the 2024 Basketball Academic
All-State Award to the outstanding individuals
who attain a high level of success in the class-
room. Several girls from Bonduel, Oconto Falls and
Wittenberg-Birnamwood were among the honorees
this year, as well as boys from Gillett, Oconto Falls
and Shawano.

The WBCA, in a continued quest to recognize
the outstanding work of the student-athletes around
Wisconsin, has modified and expanded the Academ-
ic All-State program for 2024. New in 2023, Aca-
demic All-State requires that nominated athletes be
varsity players from any grade level and hold a GPA
of at least 3.5 (on a 4.0 scale). These players will
receive a WBCA certificate from their school. Elite
Academic All-State is similar to what the WBCA
has produced in the past, incorporating more robust
academic review and incorporating on-court perfor-
mance as well. This recognition continues to be for
seniors only and will be announced at a later date.

More than 1,800 girls and 1,200 boys basketball
players met the minimum requirement to be recog-
nized as WBCA All-State.

Girls receiving the honor were:

Bonduel: junior Josie Anvelink, senior Ella
Hischke, sophomore Juliana Jacobs, senior Ashlyn
Kurey, freshman Paige Niquette, junior Taylor
Rank, sophomore Jayla Reinke, sophomore Cierra
Schnell, junior Tatum Sporisky, senior Hailee
Thompson, junior Audrey Weier, sophomore
Mariah Wondra, senior Hailey Zernicke, sophomore
Allison Zernicke.

Oconto Falls: senior Bailee Gorman, senior Brynn
Hodkiewicz, junior Ava Hodkiewicz, junior Josie
Holtz, junior Lylia Leja, senior Hannah Ludemann,
junior Madeline Maloney, senior Morgan Moyni-
han, junior Amber Otto, senior Madysen Przybyl-
ski, senior Kathryn Raddatz, senior Allison Remic,
sophomore Rylie Shallow, senior Kyndra Staild.

Wittenberg-Birnamwood: senior Amelia Bessert,
freshman Ava Brei, freshman Nora Bushman, sopho-
more Melaina Granquist, junior Abby Jackan, junior
Brianna Krueger, sophomore Brie Ladika, junior
Faith Resch, freshman Harper Rogowski, sopho-
more Rory Salvesen, senior Kit Stewart.

Gillett boys who were honored were seniors
Bradin Bjelland, Garrett Klein, Grayson Klein and
Benjamin Matczak; and juniors Jesse DeBauch and
Ryan Pensis.

From Oconto Falls High School, honorees were
juniors Isaac Bramer, Grayson Cahak, Easton Engel,
Emerich Skarban and Evan Yuma; and senior Alex
Haines.

Shawano students honored were sophomores
Anderson Schmidt and Ryan Schwitzer; juniors
Warner Beyer, Parker Beyer, Jerzy Brocker and
Logan Sipple; and senior Ethan Onesti.

Gillett senior competed in WIAA
challenge at Kohl Center

Gillett High School senior Aydin Franti was the
No. 1 3-point shooter in the Division 5 this season,
which earned him a spot in the 2024 WIAA Boys
3-Point Challenge on March 16 at the Kohl Center in
Madison.

At the event, he sunk 11 of 25 in the first round
and did not advance to the semifinals.

During the season, Franti completed 45 of 94
3-point attempts for a 47.9% success rate. Coming in
at No. 2 was Heath Poppy of Shullsburg, who com-
pleted 69 of 146 for 47.3%.

Ten participants were selected for the event
based on information entered by coaches into the
WisSports.net database. The top two 3-point shoot-
ers (with a minimum 75 attempts) from each divi-
sion were chosen to participate.

Each player shot five balls from the same five
points on the court.

Other area players qualified for the top 10 in their
respective divisions but were not high enough to
make it to the 3-point challenge.

In Division 3, Pulaski’s Colin Schultz, a junior,
was ranked sixth, completing 63 out of 143 attempts
for a 44.1% completion rate.

In Division 4, Bonduel freshman Quinn Wesen-
berg was eighth and made 33 out of 77 for 42.9%.

In addition to Franti being No. 1, a pair of other
Gillett players were in the top 10.

Senior Ben Matczak completed 53 of 116 for 44.8%
to earn the No. 3 spot. At No. 5 was junior Jesse
DeBauch, who made 36 out of 83 for 43.4%.

Braelyn McDonald of Oconto, Kaelyn Cook of Lena/St. Thomas Aquinas Academy, Rylie Shallow of Oconto Falls and Bella Jones of Gibraltar run the first of 10 heats
in the girls 45-yard dash during a six-school indoor track and field meet March 19 at Oconto Falls High School. Shallow's time of 5.7 seconds topped all runners.

WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

Bonduel wins 8 of 12 events
at Seymour track meet

BY KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-chief

Shawano, March 23

Adalyn Barkley led the
Shawano girls track and
field team with the best
finish, after placing first in
the triple jump in the Ripon
College Showcase Meet on
March 23. Shawano claimed
another dozen top-10
finishes.

Barkley had a total dis-
tance of 34 feet 7.5 inches.
Teammate Macey Nelson
placed seventh.

Lily Guenther ran to a
third place in the 3,200-me-
ter run, with teammate
Anabelle Schroeder placing
ninth.

Both the 4x400-meter
relay team and the 4x800-
meter relay team finished in
third place.

Barkley was also fourth
in the 400-meter dash.

Grace Chelberg placed
fifth in the 800-meter run.

Natalie Bystol was sev-
enth in the high jump.

In the shot put, Hatty
Fritz was eighth and Madi-
syn Weinig was ninth.

Shawano’s 4x200-meter
relay team placed 10th.

Witt-Birn, March 21

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood’s 86.5 points placed
them third at the Marshfield
Tiger Girls Invite on March
21. The Chargers just missed
out on second place, earned
by D.C. Everest with 87
points. Marshfield won with
129 points.

Nora Bushman’s time of
2:36.9 was the best in the
800-yard run, as her first
place netted the team 10
points. She collected anoth-
er 10 points with her first-
place finish in the 1-mile run
with a time of 5:51.88.

Faith Resch led the Char-
gers with a first in the high
jump at 4 feet 10 inches. Ava
Brei placed sixth.

Also taking first place
was the team of Harper
Rogowski, Brei, Kylee Bev-

ersdorf and Resch in 4:40.53
in the 4x440-yard relay.

The 4x880-yard relay
team of Beversdorf, Charlie
Eichman, Lily Metropu-
los and Bushman finished
second.

In the 440-yard dash, it
was Rogowski claiming sec-
ond and Brie finishing third.

Resch placed fourth in
the 60-yard hurdles.

Bushman claimed fourth
in the triple jump, and
Resch was ninth.

Brei placed fourth in
the 220-yard dash, with
Rogowski taking eighth.

In the shot put, it was
Kaydence Burclaw finishing
in sixth place.

The foursome of Kaitlin
Tushkowski, Reese Dick-
man, Metropulos and Kelsie
Davis earned a seventh-
place finish in the 4x160-
yard relay.

Another seventh place
was earned in the 4x220-
yard relay, this time with
Tushkowski, Dickman, Me-
tropulos and Jayden Zeinert
running the race in 3:22.36.

Bonduel, March 21

Bonduel collected 38.5
points as the girls placed
third at the Seymour Invita-
tional on March 21.

Junior Audrey Weier
captured first place in the
200-meter hurdles in 36.46.
Addison Raymakers was
fourth, and Hailey Berg was
fifth.

Junior Abbi Heller led a
contingent of six teammates
earning top-10 finishes in
the shot put. Heller set the
pace with first-place finish
at 26 feet 4.25 inches. She
was followed by McKenna
Onesti in second, Hailey
Spates in third, Morgan
Staszak in fifth and Caroline
Richter in eighth.

Olivia Giese placed
second, Berg was fourth
and Weier was sixth in the
55-meter hurdles.

Paige Niquette, a fresh-
man, placed second in the
55-meter dash.

The 4x200-meter relay
team of Giese, Josie Anve-
link, Rachyl Hutter and
Niquette took second place.

Weier was fourth in the
high jump and was joined
by Staszak in fifth and Hai-
ley Eggert in ninth.

Giese was sixth in the
400-meter dash.

In the 800-meter run, it
was junior Seidy Blandon in
sixth.

Eggert was seventh in
the long jump, and Isabella
Rizzo was 10th.

Oconto Falls, March 19

The Oconto Falls girls
track team didn’t have as
many first-place finishes as
the boys at the Oconto Falls
Indoor 1 on March 19, but
they still won a majority of
the events.

The Panthers nabbed
seven of the top 10 spots in
the 45-yard dash, including
Rylie Shallow’s first-place
finish. Chloe Anastasopou-
los placed second, Anna
Spaulding was third, Hailyn
St. Louis tied for fourth
(with Lena/St. Thomas
Aquinas Academy’s Kaelyn
Cook), Kati Raddatz was
sixth, and Abby Budz and
Bailee Gorman tied for 10th.

Gorman won the
200-meter dash and was
joined by teammates St.
Louis in fourth place,

Rhina Vandeyacht in sixth,
Jasmine Lamal-Martinez in
ninth and Gwen Maggio tied
for 10th with Lena/STAAA’s
Karli Fischer. Other Lena/
STAA runners in the top 10
were Abigail Kostreva in
second, Eva Brooks in third
and Kali Fischer in seventh.

For the 400-meter dash,
it was Miriam Alberts of
Lena/STAA in first, Oconto
Falls’ Mackenzie Lotto in
second and Lena/STAA’s
Kate Peters in third.

Oconto Falls grabbed
spots one through four and
seventh in the 800-meter
run. Maddy Przyblski won
the race, with Hannah
Ludeman in second, Hailey

Delzer in third, Arianna
Impastato in fourth and Al-
lison Kramer in seventh.

Brooke Hodkiewicz
of Oconto Falls won the
1,600-meter run, and team-
mate Emma Meissner
placed second.

In the 55-meter hurdles,
it was Oconto Falls’ Josie
Saari placing second and
Lena/STAA’s Alexis Malo-
ney in third.

Oconto Falls won the
4x100-meter relay, and
Lena/STAA placed second.
The Panthers were the only
competitor in the 4x400-
meter relay and 4x800-me-
ter relay, thereby winning
both events.

The Panthers placed
five team members in the
top 10 for shot put. Morgan
Moynihan won the event,
followed by Aly Yuma in
second, Grace Molitor in
third, Raddatz in fifth and
Kylee Williams in seventh.
Also, Lena/STAA’s Macken-
zie Vorpahl was fourth.

The high jump title went
to Brooks, with Hodkiewicz
in fourth, Peters in fifth,
Maggie in sixth, Oconto
Falls’ Eloise Thompson in
eighth and Lily Van De Ven
in ninth.

Kostreva won the long
jump, followed by St. Louis
in second, Vandeyacht in
fourth, Maggio in fifth, Przy-
blski in sixth, Lamal-Marti-
nez in ninth and teammate
Johanna Mikulik in loth.

Budz claimed the top
spot in the triple jump,
followed by Kali Fischer in
the No. 2 spot, Oconto Fall’s
Emery Pagel in third, Lena/
STAA’s Kaitlyn Borkovec
in fourth, Delzer in fifth and
Mackenzie Lotto in sixth.

Pulaski, March 19

The Red Raiders cap-
tured four first-place awards
at the Ripon College Invite
on March 19.

Olivia Sprangers won the
200-meter dash in 27.1 sec-
onds, with Rachael Allen

GIRLS, CONTINUED ON PAGE 22
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Hawks go 2-1 at Hodag
softball tournament

Shawano’s girls softball team opened
the 2024 season with a 7-4 win over Thorp
on March 22 at the Danny Mac Softball
Classic at the Hodag Dome in Rhinelander.

The Hawks would split their two games
March 23 to end up 2-1 on the weekend.

In their first game on March 23, Sha-
wano lost 12-10 to Stratford. The Hawks
bounced back in their final game, shutting
out Clintonville 12-0.

The event included three days of com-
petition featuring 24 teams split into three
brackets of eight teams each.

GIRLS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21

taking fifth. Ella Ficarri won the 60-meter
hurdles in 9.92.

Hallie Morz claimed the top spot in the
pole vault at 11 feet, and the 4x200-meter
relay team won in 1:51.94.

Ella Hasser claimed the third position
in the 400-meter dash, and the 4x400-
meter relay team was also third.

Hasser was fourth in the triple jump.

Megan Kraft was fifth in the long jump.

Olivia Stedl was fifth in the 800-meter
run, while Emerson Fabry was sixth.

Faye Brunke was sixth in the 60-meter
dash,

Bonduel, March 18

Bonduel girls earned eight first-place
finishes out of 12 events at the Seymour
Indoor Quad on March 18.

Paige Niquette placed first in the 55-me-
ter dash in 7.97 seconds. She was joined by
Addison Raymakers in sixth, Sophie Smith
in eighth and two others.

Seidy Blandon ran to first in the
800-meter run in 3:36.78.

Cierra Schnell earned first place in the
200-meter hurdles in 35.44. Hailey Berg
was third, and Olivia Giese was fourth.

Bonduel won all three relay races, the
4x200, the 4x400 and the 4x800.

In the 1,600-meter run, Mariah Wondra
placed first in 6:04.43, and Teagan Engel
placed second.

Josie Anvelink earned the top spot in
the shot put at 33-2. Five other Bonduel
girls finished in the top 10 and three more
captured the 11th, 12th and 15th spots.
Rachyl Hutter was third, McKenna Onesti
placed fifth, Hailey Spates was sixth, Abbi
Heller finished in ninth, and Rose Siewert
was 10th.

Raymakers was the top Bonduel athlete
in the 400-meter dash, finishing in third.

In the 55-meter hurdles, Giese finished
second and Hailey was third.

All three girls finished in the top 10
in the high jump. Isabella Rizzo placed
fourth, Hailey Eggert was sixth, and Riana
Bahr placed seventh.

Eggert finished third in the long jump,
while Rizzo was fifth.

Shawano, March 18

Shawano track and field athletes racked
up 57 points and finished third out of 17
teams at the Oshkosh High School Invita-
tional on March 18.

West De Pere placed first with 88
points, while Appleton North was second
with 65 pants.

The team of Bailey Hendricks, Adalyn
Barkley, Maci Beyer and Lilly Guenther
placed first in the 4x800-meter relay in
10:26.99.

Grace Chelberg set the pace in the
1,600-meter run, grabbing first place in
5:27.8. Hendricks placed eighth.

Barkley earned more team points with a
second-place finish in the 400-meter dash.
Guenther was second in the 3,200-meter
run.

Shawano also earned points in the
triple jump, with Barkley nabbing second
and Macey Nelson seventh.

Barkley, Beyer, Tela Hopfensperger and
Hendricks teamed up for a fifth-place fin-
ish in the 4x400-meter relay.

Nelson finished sixth in the long jump.

Chelberg was sixth in the 800-meter
run.

The 4x200-meter relay team placed
ninth, just one spot out of the points.
Hopfensperger, Beyer, Natalie Bystol and
Nelson had a time of 1:59.01.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

Basketball coaches pick Lena’s
Brooks for all-state team

Lena’s Eva Brooks has been
named to the Wisconsin Basket-
ball Coaches Association Division
5 All-State Team.

Brooks led Lena (28-3) to
a state runner-up finish in the
program’s first state tournament
appearance since 1991. The 6-1
forward averaged 19.8 points, 12.1
rebounds, 3.5 assists, 2.7 steals and
3.3 blocks per game for coach Tim
Goldschmidt and the Wildcats.
Brooks will enter her senior year
with 1,153 career points. Lena has
a 63-20 record over her first three
seasons.

championship. The 5-8 guard
averaged 13.1 points, 6.6 rebounds,
5.2 assists and 3.1 steals per game
for coach Derik Doescher and

the Albany/Monticello co-op.
Shaw led Assumption (26-3) to a
sectional final and has helped the
team to a 77-11 record in her first
three seasons.

Other all-state selections were
Hailee Bauer, junior, Lourdes
Academy; Kylie Butler, sopho-
more, Argyle/Pecatonica; Sophia
Coker, senior, Athens; Izabel
Durst, sophomore, Barneveld;
Marah Gruen, senior, Royall;

The WCBA all-state team is
headlined by two-time selec-

tions Alana Durtschi of Albany/

Monticello and Sarah Shaw of
Assumption.
Durtschi led Albany/Monti-

cello (27-3) to the Division 5 state

Emmalee Mann, senior, Cochrane-
Fountain City; Mackenzie Tarman,
senior, Turtle Lake; and Jadeyn

Zdroik, freshman, Pacelli.

Rylee Yaeger, a senior at Wa-
beno/Laona, received honorable

mention.

Lena's Eva Brooks brings the ball up court during the Wildcats' state cham-

Team.

pionship game March 9 at the Resch Center in Ashwaubenon. Brooks was
named to the Wisconsin Basketball Coaches Association Division 5 All-State
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Oconto Falls dominates home meet

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-chief

Shawano, March 23

The Shawano boys captured
nine top-10 finishes at the Ri-
pon College Showcase Meet on
March 23.

Will Chelberg ran to a third-
place finish in the 3,200-meter
run, while teammate Josiah
Kuehl placed eighth.

Ethan Onesti captured
fourth in the 800-meter run. He
was also fifth in the 1,600-meter
run.

Shawano’s 4x400-meter
relay team placed sixth, with
the 4x800-meter relay team
finishing in seventh and the
4x200-meter relay team claim-
ing eighth.

Drake Herm jumped to
eighth place in the pole vault.

Lucas Nuthals earned a
10th-place finish in the 60-me-
ter dash.

Shawano, March 21

Shawano placed second
with 97 points at the Wausau
West Boys Small School Invita-
tional on March 21. Northland
Pines won the meet with 174
points.

Shawano’s sole win was
in the sprint medley relay in
2:29.72.

Shawano placed three in the
top 10 in the 400-meter dash.
Ryan Schwitzer led the Hawks
in second place, with Joshua
Lesperance in seventh and
Maverick Theis in ninth.

The Hawks also had three
in the top 10 in the 200-meter
dash. Drake Herm placed sec-
ond, Logan Korth placed third,
and Schwitzer finished sixth.

Aiden Rasmussen placed
third and Kaden Ewert was
fourth in the 55-meter dash.
Shawano also placed third in
the 4x400-meter relay.

Herm jumped to fourth
place in the pole vault, while
Schwitzer was sixth. Korth was
fourth in the long jump.

Joseph Kelliher finished in
fifth in the 1,600-meter run.

He also finished 10th in the
200-meter hurdles.

Shawano was sixth in the
4x800-meter relay, and Lesper-
ance was sixth in the triple
jump.

Theis was seventh in the
shot put.

Aiden Sischo placed 10th in
the 800-meter run.

Bonduel, March 21

The Bonduel boys earned 53
points and placed second out
of four teams at the Seymour
Invitational on March 21.

The team of Griffin Uelmen,
Oliver Chitwood, Joah Dwor-
niczak and Garrett Anderson
placed first in the 4x200-meter
relay in 10:32.63.

Uelmen won the 800-meter
run in 2:31.85.

Freshman Malachi Gray
won the 55-meter dash in 7.55,
while sophomore Mason Ball-
wahn placed fourth.

Gage Anderson won the
400-meter dash in 1:04.15.

Gage School won the long
jump at 16 feet 6 inches, with
Gage Anderson leaping to
third.

Uelmen finished second in
the high jump, and Ballwahn
tied for seventh.

Three freshmen placed
third, fourth and fifth in the
1,600-meter run. They were
Chitwood, Anderson and
Dworniczak, respectively.

In the 200-meter hurdles, it
was Scholl in third and Ball-
wahn in fourth.

The 4x400-meter relay saw
Scholl, Gray, Adam Beaulieu
and Thorneorrow place fourth.

Kaiden Thorneorrow, Isaac
Seefeldt, Ballwahn and Gray
were fifth in the 4x200-meter
relay.

Senior Eduin Romero
placed fifth in the shot put, and
Seefeldt was 10th.

Oconto Falls, March 19

Several Panthers cleaned up
when they hosted the Oconto
Falls Indoor 1 on March 19.

Isaac Brauer earned first
place in the 45-yard dash,
with Lucas Heimke of Lena/
St. Thomas Aquinas Academy
finishing fourth. Oconto Falls’
Brady Bursa was fifth, Evan
Lotter-Greetan was sixth, Croix
Gardebrecht placed seventh,
and Bryce Schefdore and Alex
Frehse tied for eighth. Lena/
STAA runner Gonzalo Del Val
Arroyo was among five who
tied for 10th.

Bramer also won the
200-meter dash, with Heimke
in second, Frehse in fifth, Del
Val Arroyo in sixth, Oconto
Falls’ A] Hendricks in eighth

and Panther Cason Weenig in
ninth.

Oconto Falls’ Emerson
Rice earned first place in the
400-meter dash. Suring’s Quinn
Thomson finished second and
Jake Cornell placed third, with
Gardebrecht in fourth, Panther
Carter Hill in sixth, Suring’s
Dayne Ermis in seventh and
Oconto Falls’ Kolton Krueger
in eighth.

First place in the 800-me-
ter run went to Ben Adams of
Oconto Falls, with Erik Kosch
of Lena/STAA in second,
Oconto Fall’s Sage Mendolla
in third, Braxton Rajkovich of
Oconto Falls in fourth, Suring
teammates Jayden Frank and
Garrett School taking sixth
and seventh, respectively, and
Lena/STAA’s Robert Alberts in
seventh.

In the 1,600-meter run,
it was Oconto Falls’ Griffin
Kopke taking first and Suring’s
Liam Matelski placing second.

The 55-meter hurdles had
Alex Haines of Oconto Falls in
first, teammate Emerich Skar-
ban in second and Suring Trent
VanDenElzen in third.

The 4x100-meter relay was
won by Oconto Falls, with Sur-
ing taking second and another
Oconto Falls foursome in third.

Suring won the 4x400-meter
relay, and Oconto Falls was
second. The finishing order
flipped in the 4x800-meter
relay.

The shot put title belonged
to Anthony Seefeldt of Lena/
STAA, with Schefdore in
second, Lena/STAA’s Colton
Skrobel in fourth, Suring’s
Trent Thomson in fifth, and
Oconto Falls teammates Tan-
ner Arndt and Jonathan Moody
placing sixth and seventh,
respectively.

Skarban won the high jump,
with Haines in second, Ermis
in fourth, VanDenElzen in
sixth, and Oconto Fall’s Boden
Gilson and Hendrix Cheek
placing seventh and eighth,
respectively.

The top spot in the pole
vault went to VanDenElzen,
with teammate Taylor Brown
finishing in second. Krueger
placed fifth, Suring’s Garrett
Peters was sixth, and Hill was
seventh.

Bursa won first place in

the long jump, with Heimke

in second, Thomson in fourth,
Potter-Greetan in fifth, Oconto
Falls’ Weston Hoskins in
sixth, Suring’s Kroix Kempka
in eighth and Suring’s Dylan
Flynn in loth.

Bursa also won the triple
jump, followed by Heimke in
second, Cornell in third, Garde-
brecht in fourth, Ermis in fifth,
Peters in sixth and Gillett’s
Bradin Bjelland in seventh.

Pulaski, March 19

Pulaski’s boys earned five
top-10 finishes at the Ripon
College Invite on March 19.

Keaton Dauk finished fourth
in the 60-meter hurdles.

Jacob Heston was fourth in
the triple jump, while Aiden
McGin was seventh.

Parker Marshall placed
seventh in the 3,200-meter
run, and Daniel Augustine was
eighth in the 800-meter run.

Wittenberg-Birnamwood,
March19

Landen Schmidt led the
Chargers with a fourth-place
finish in the shot put at the
Marshfield Tiger Boys Invite
on March 19.

Donald Komosa finished
fifth in the 440-yard dash, and
Michael Gunter placed eighth
in the 220-yard dash.

Bonduel, March 18

Two individuals and one
foursome earned first-place
spots for Bonduel at Seymour
Indoor Quad on March 18.
Several others earned top-10
finishes.

Gage Anderson was the best
in the 400-meter dash with a
time of 1:03.78. Joah Dwornic-
zak placed seventh.

Griffin Uelmen was first in
the 800-meter run in 2:33.78.

The 4x400-meter relay team
was first in 4:38.59.

Relay teams in the 4x200
and 4x800 placed second,
as did Ben O’Brien in the
1,600-meter run and Malachi
Gray in the long jump. O’Brien
was sixth in the long jump.

Mason Ballwahn placed
third in the 55-meter dash, fol-
lowed by Gray in fourth and
Gage Scholl in ninth.

Eduin Romero earned sixth
place in the shot put, and Isaac
Seefeldt was 10th.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com
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Pulaski names new
girls golf coaches

Pulaski High School
girls golf will have three
new coaches next season.
John Heinz is the new
head coach. Assistants will
be Kimberly Froseth and
Taylor Walters, who will
co-coach the junior varsity
squad.

“I would like to thank
Sarah Kohls for her many
years of service leading the
PHS girls golf team and am
thankful for Andy Bock’s
knowledge and expertise
that he shared with our
student athletes over the
last years,” said PHS ath-
letic director Janel Batten.

Batten is excited by the
new coaching staff.

“I believe our girls golf
program will be in good
hands for years to come,”
she said.

Heinz has worked as a
Pulaski Community School
District paraprofessional
for 10 years. He’s also driv-
en a bus for the district.
Previous coaching experi-
ence includes being on the
freshman baseball coach-
ing staff for seven years
and freshman football staff
for six years.

He’s been married to
Lori for 30 years and they
have four children, Jack,

Owen, Lucas and Ella, all
of whom are PHS gradu-
ates. The Southern Door
High School graduate has
lived in the Pulaski area
for 32 years.

Heinz credits his wife
for getting him into golfing
when they were first mar-
ried, and they hit the links
regularly when Wiscon-
sin’s weather permits.

“I am super excited
about coaching,” Heinz
said.

Heinz has earned his
commercial driver’s li-
cense, so he will be able to
drive the team to its meets.

Froseth is a PHS
English teacher. She has
been in Pulaski for five
years, and prior to that she
taught in Manitowoc for
eight years. She gradu-
ated from UW-Milwaukee
with a bachelor’s degree
in English education. She
will graduate next month
from Western Governors
University with a master’s
degree in educational lead-
ership. She is married to
Adam and they have two
children — Easton, 8, and
Joelle, 6.

“My husband and I
started golfing a few years
ago just for fun, and I

started to truly enjoy the
sport and become more
competitive with it,” she
said. “I am not new to
coaching, but I am new to
coaching golf.”

Walters has taught fam-
ily and consumer sciences
education at PHS for eight
years. She is a 2011 PHS
graduate and a 2015 gradu-
ate of the University of
Wisconsin-Stevens Point.

She and her husband,
Zach, have 17-month-old
twins, Jax and Gracie.

“My extended family
enjoys golfing, even having
our own family golf outing
each fall,” Walters said.
“My husband and I started
golfing about five years ago
for fun, and we have grown
to love and enjoy the sport.
I am new to coaching golf,
and I am excited for the
new experience.”

Heinz is excited to work
with the other members of
the coaching staff.

“We're all going to learn
and grow together, and I
think that would be an en-
vironment for something
really positive,” he said.

The coaches have been
meeting regularly to get
to know each other and to
plan for next season.

New fishing season comes with new rules

The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
(DNR) announced that the
2024-25 Guide To Wiscon-
sin’s Fishing Regulations
is available online.

These regulations,
which include changes to
walleye and sauger bag
limits on inland waters
and new registration rules
for small tournaments,
will go into effect on April
1.

All residents and
non-residents over 16
must have a 2024-25
general fishing license to
fish in Wisconsin. Annual
resident licenses cost $20
each, or purchase a spou-
sal license for $31 so you
and your spouse can fish
together.

Several new regulations
and changes to bag limits
have been implemented
this year.

These changes include
the following:

¢ A new small tour-
nament registration
requirement.

e Statewide daily bag
limit of three walleye
and sauger per day on all
inland waters.

e Walleye bag limits for
the Great Lakes (including
Green Bay) and Wiscon-
sin-Iowa, Wisconsin-
Minnesota and Wisconsin-
Michigan boundary waters
will remain unchanged, as
will limits on any water
with a bag limit currently
lower than three.

e A person may har-

vest walleye from two
different lakes or rivers
with a three-fish daily bag
limit as long as they don’t
exceed the five-fish total
daily bag limit.

e A daily bag limit of 10
panfish in Lake Mendota
in Dane County.

¢ Changing the musky
minimum length limit to
50 inches on the Wiscon-
sin River from the Lake
DuBay Dam upstream to
the first dam in Merrill.

e Creating an urban
fishing pond in Suamico in
Brown County.

New bag and length
limits have also been en-
acted for specific water-
bodies in Oconto County
and other Wisconsin
counties.
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THE NEWSDAY CROSSWORD

Edited by Stanley Newman (www.StanXwords.com)
SPRING BOUQUET: Of feminine flowers

by Billie Truitt
ACROSS 80 Underway 12 Hook’s henchman
1 Soup starters 81 Comet feature 13 Herding dog
7 Inregard to 84 Grace and Frankie star 14 Arthurian island
12 Egyptian amulets 86 Green gem 15 Double-crosser
19 Think through 87 Tightly wrapped 16 Minimally
20 Russian pancakes 89 Aachen article 17 Drop of paint
21 Mobile 90 Understand 18 Texting command
22 Gatsby’s girlfriend 91 Dench/Winslet biopic 19 ‘90s hi-tech
24 Jubilant feeling role 23 Mull over, with “on”
25 Take stock of 94 Family guys 27 Take the wheel
26 Sharpen 96 Round Table address 30 App-testing stage
27 Unload for cash 97 More hostile 31 “Hope,” for Rhode
28 Schedule placeholder 100 Frog prince’s Island
29 Editor’s “leave alone” transformer 32 Nobel Institute city
30 Tea flavoring 104 Tool with teeth 34 Detach, as an ID
33 Debtor’s note 107 Genie’s confines badge
35 Threaded fastener 109 Name of 12 popes 36 Ice cream holders
38 Presidential mother 110 Neptune’s domain 37 Balcony border
43 Sweater sizes, for short 112 Green gem 39 Superman’s
46 Porridge grain 114 Downton Abbey birthplace
47 Belligerent person matriarch 40 Loosen, as
49 Prefix for medic 117 Rubdown expert restrictions
50 Porky’s girlfriend 118 Old enough to know 41 Viennese trio
53 Redcoat supporter better 42 Tall tale
54 Knowing better now 119 Dench and Winslet,as 43 Tiny spot
55 Bicuspid coating 91 Across 44 Edison’s __ Park
56 Low-budget prefix 120 Champion, as a cause 45 Series of steps
58 Call a talk-show host 121 Less 47 It’s up your sleeve
60 Film excerpts 122 Marked by turmoil 48 Great distress
61 Geoffrey of fashion 51 Foul-ball callers
62 Again and again DOWN 52 Henhouse sounds
64 Michael of fashion 1 Fabulous time 54 Triumphed
65 CNN reporter 2 Salary bump 57 Gandhi colleague
67 Informal instants 3 Initial stages 59 Chop down
71 A dozen dozen 4 Tinkers (with) 61 Supplementary shot
72 Costa __ (San José 5 Activity centers 62 Corsage flower
native) 6 Alphabetic trio 63 Swing wildly
73 Amazing thing 7 Find distasteful 65 Wield a crowbar
74 What a certain comet 8 Informal talk 66 Separator of seats
is called 9 Museum pieces 67 Band of ore
78 California rolls, e.g. 10 Out __ limb 68 High-ranking nobles
79 Marble source 11 _ TinTin 69 Radium discoverer
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Funny Girl composer
Receive or retrieve
Genoese “good”
Pilgrim to Mecca

A long way off
California wine city
Windblown silt

Be neglectful, with “off”
Swab brand
Price-poster small
print

83
85
88
92
93
94
95
98
929
101
102

App identifier

103

Number on a class ring 104

Go to sea

Social surroundings
Grandfather of Zeus
Annoying person
Kebab holder

Tot’s ice cream flavor
Numbers for two
Faith with Five Pillars
Dilapidated

105
106
108
110
11
13
114
115
116

d

7

Verbalizes
A handful of

Wistful remark
Curl of a cloud
French mom

Slow run
Glowing circle
Brandy designation
Minibus
Altar affirmation
IV measures
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‘Bits and bytes' hold info about Menominee clans

Story of clans finds new home at
College of Menominee Nation

BY LEE PULASKI
City Editor

The story of the
Menominee people, in-
cluding the stories about
their clans, has returned
home to roost.

The College of Menom-
inee Nation flipped the
switch March 22 and add-
ed the Menominee Clans
Story to its website, www.
menominee.edu. Previous-
ly, the story had resided
online at the University of
Wisconsin-Stevens Point’s
website. That was until
outdated technology and a
lack of interest from uni-
versity officials prompted
a small team of educators,
tribal members and others
to save the information
of the tribe’s 10,000-year
history from being thrust
into a cyber void.

The Menominee Clans
website was started in
2003 as a way to trans-
mit the tribe’s cultural
knowledge. Karen Ann
Hoffman, a member of the
Oneida Nation and cousin
of James Frechette, spoke
of the carvings Frechette
did that were also part
of UW-Steven Point’s
collection of Menominee
information and culture,
and those carvings helped
when Frechette and others
decided to take the tribe’s
storytelling to the digital
level.

“We decided there
should be some additions
to the clan carvings, and
so the idea was broached
— what about a website?”
Hoffman said.

Frechette and Mike
Hoffman, Karen Ann’s
husband, were initially
reluctant to the idea of a
website, as traditional In-
digenous ways focused on
telling stories in person as
opposed to looking up the
information in a database.

“Neither of those
men were sure that bits
and bytes and imaginary
electronic things zip-
ping around the universe
would have the power of
sitting with an elder, but
they realized that times
were changing, and they
understood they had a
responsibility with the
knowledge that they car-
ried,” Karen Ann Hoffman
said. “They understood it

wasn'’t their job to change
the information, but to
transmit it, and so they
thought that maybe this
was worth a try.”

Slowly, information
was added to the site.
Hoffman noted one of
the first major additions
were the Menominee love
songs and lullabies. She
pointed out that the initial
architects for the website
had the information but
not a clear indication of
how those songs sounded,
so they turned to musi-
cians for help in recording
audio for the site.

“Those Menominee
love songs and lullabies
were transcribed for the
first time in 100 years and
played by a living breath
for the first time in 100
years,” Hoffman said.
“These songs are now on
the website for all to hear
and all to share.”

Soon after, the stories
of the five main clans of
the Menominee — along
with information about
the younger brother clans
— were added. The piece
de resistance was the map
that showed the Menomi-
nee’s original territory in
Wisconsin and adjoining
states, with research done
on the traditional place
names that involved at
least three independent
sources confirming names
before they were added.

“This map would be an
incredible teaching tool
for Menominee kids,” said
Ray Reser, former director
for the UW-Stevens Point
Natural History Museum.
“Mike (Hoffman) was
adamant about trying
to dispel the notion that
Menominee territory was
all within the Menominee
reservation. He really
wanted to get the point
across that Menominee
territory spread across the
state — into Minnesota,
into the UP (Upper Pen-
insula of Michigan) and
down into Illinois.”

The Menominee Clans
Story was a focal point in
the university’s cultural
outreach for almost two
decades, but then things
changed, according to
Reser.

“There had been agree-
ments written by James
Frechette ... with the

NEWS CORRESPONDENT

On any given day, there are countless stories just waiting to
be told. Our staff reporters can only cover so much, so we
count on correspondents to help out when the need arises.

NEW Media is looking for help in covering meetings
and events in Oconto County, Menominee County and
western Shawano County. Anyone with a curious mind, a
photographer’s eye and the skill to turn a phrase can apply.

Send a resume with writing and photography samples to
city editor Lee Pulaski at Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com.

Karen Ann Hoffman talks about the efforts to transfer the Menominee Clans Story website from University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point to the College of

Menominee Nation on March 22 during a presentation at the Keshena campus as CMN Professor Ryan Winn listens.

university about what to
do with the clans figures
and the story and where
that should reside,” he
said. “We ran into a rocky
patch with the university
with Mike, Karen Ann and
I on one side and bean
counters for the state on
the other, and we had to
decide what to do with
those figures and the map

and the website.”
Frechette’s carvings
were moved to the Osh-
kosh Public Museum, and
work began two years ago
on transferring the web-
site to CMN. CMN Profes-
sor Ryan Winn, one of the
team members responsi-
ble for the moving project,
said the Menominee Clans
Story being in Keshena is

just another way for the

college’s charter to serve
all Menominee, whether
on reservation or off.

“I see what we’re doing
as putting a spotlight on
it,” Winn said. “I see that
the work of highlighting
this and coming to CMN
is helping to illuminate all
this great teaching.”

CMN President Chris

LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Caldwell said one of the
easiest decisions during
his tenure was to say yes
to the plan to bring the
Menominee Clans Story
home.

“I think this is the
kind of care we need to
continue at the college,”
Caldwell said.

Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com
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Wynos gets prison time for construction site theft

Keshena man
stole technology,
building equipment
on two occasions

By KEVIN MURPHY
Correspondent

A Keshena man con-
victed of stealing from
the construction site for
the future Menominee
Indian High School was
sentenced March 20 in
federal court to 2%z years

in prison, three years’
supervised release and
restitution of $29,451.
According to court
documents, Merwin
Wynos Jr., 35, entered the
fenced construction site
last September and used
a Kubota utility vehicle at
the site to drive through
the locked gate. Wynos
then loaded the utility
vehicle with construction
and building equipment
and made several trips to
a nearby residence where
he was living to offload
the stolen items. Wynos

entered several construc-
tion trailers within the
fenced area and took
computer laptops and
iPads belonging to Miron
Construction and some
subcontractors.

At his Jan. 16 plea
hearing, Wynos agreed
that on Sept. 23, 2023, he
took the items listed in
discovery materials and
their replacement value,
which totaled in excess
of $60,000. Wynos also
acknowledged that he re-
turned to the construction
site on Nov. 25, 2023, and

took additional construc-
tion and other equipment
valued at $10,000. He
faced maximum penalties
of five years in prison.
Wendell Waukau,
Menominee Indian School
District superintendent,
emailed a reply March 20
to a reporter’s questions.
“It’s unfortunate this
incident happened. The
good thing is that it did
not set back the construc-
tion process, which is a
credit to our contractor,
Miron. The original open-
ing date was set for Janu-

ary of 2025. The school is
coming along at a faster
pace and will be ready
to open on Sept. 3, 2024,
which is the first day of
school.”

The school district
broke ground May
31, 2023, on the new,
110,000-square-foot, state-
of-the-art high school.

In 2016, Wynos was
convicted of theft from
a Keshena convenience
store and sentenced to
three years in prison and
three years’ supervised
release in May of that

year. According to the
plea agreement, Wynos
took part in the theft of
items from the conve-
nience store, and while
fleeing in a vehicle, nearly
struck a Menominee
Tribal Police officer who
was responding to a bur-
glar alarm. Wynos then
led officers from the tribal
police and the Menomi-
nee County Sheriff’s
Department on a high-
speed chase that ended in
Shawano County, where
Wynos crashed the car he
was driving.

DMV providing identification for
voters to take to polis

Ahead of the Wis-
consin Spring Election
and Presidential Prefer-
ence Vote on April 2, the
Wisconsin Department of
Transportation Division
of Motor Vehicles (DMV)
is ready to help voters to
obtain identification, free
of charge, that is valid for
voting.

Valid identification for
voting purposes includes
a driver license, iden-
tification card, military
or student ID card, etc.
There is no separate

voter ID. A federally
compliant Real ID card
is not required for voting
purposes.

Anyone unsure if their
identification meets the
requirements should visit
the Wisconsin Elections
Commission website to
check.

To obtain identifica-
tion to show at the polls,
begin online. A list of the
required documents to
bring to a DMV Customer
Service Center is avail-
able at www.wisconsind-

mv.gov. If the required
documents needed for an
ID are not readily avail-
able, DMV has a process
to obtain the necessary
information. This pro-
cess, available free of
charge, may be used to
quickly obtain a receipt
valid to take to the polls
for voting while the
remaining documents or

verifications are obtained.

Anyone with questions
related to obtaining an ID
that can be used to vote
should call DMV’s toll-

free hotline at 844-588-
1069. Questions regarding
voter eligibility, poll loca-
tions, voter registration
information or other elec-
tion information can be
directed to the Wisconsin
Elections Commission at
www.elections.wi.gov.
Start the application
now at www.wisconsind-
mv.gov or at a local DMV
Customer Service Center.
To find a DMV, check
hours, services and wait
times, visit www.wiscon-
sindmv.gov/centers.

SPORTS EDITOR

NEW Media is looking for a sports editor to immediately
manage its three publications in northeast Wisconsin — the
Shawano Leader, the Oconto County Times Herald and the
Wittenberg Enterprise and Birnamwood News. We need
someone with a love of sports who knows where to take our

coverage in the future.

The sports editor will determine which games out of over a
dozen school districts in three counties will be covered. During
the school year, the editor will find local athletes to profile. The

editor will also cover the local water ski team, the Shawano

Ski Sharks, as well as coordinate coverage for the Shawano
Speedway. Another duty for the editor will be to oversee and
edit the layout of sports pages each week and make sure stories
get on our website in a timely manner in accordance with our
mantra of digital first. The sports editor will also oversee our

Green & Gold Express, a seasonal publication covering the
Green Bay Packers, along with hunting sections in the fall.

NEW Media tells the local stories that are ignored by other
media outlets and provide the facts that are covered up by
the keyboard gossips on social media. We’re seeking someone
versatile in what they cover, can turn stories around quickly,
and can sniff out stories on their own. While the office is a
base of operations, we want someone who’ll be out in the
community gathering stories.

All are welcome to apply, including recent or pending college

graduates. Photography and copy editing skills are a must, and

experience with shooting and editing videos could bring you to

the front of the line. Experience laying out pages is also helpful,
but we can train in-house.

Send a resume, cover letter explaining why you want the job and samples of
your work to editor Kevin Passon at kpasson(@newmedia-wi.com.
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Police identify remains found
on Menominee reservation

BY NEW MEDIA STAFF

Human skeletal remains
discovered on the Menom-
inee Indian Reservation
on Oct. 30, 2023, have
been identified as Dean
A. Ford, the Menominee
Tribal Police Department
announced March 20.

Ford, 31, was a descen-
dant of the Menominee
Indian Tribe of Wisconsin.

It wasn’t
disclosed
how long
Ford had
been miss-
ing or how
long the
remains

DEAN FORD had been
at the site where they were
discovered.

It is believed that Ford
lived on the reservation

or in Shawano at the time
of his disappearance. Ford
had associates in both
areas.

This matter is being
investigated as a homi-
cide by the tribal police
and the Federal Bureau of
Investigations.

Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call the
tribal police tip line at
715-799-5800.

Lakeland University joins
NWTC Green Bay campus

Lakeland University
will relocate its Green Bay
Center to Northeast Wis-
consin Technical College’s
(NWTC) main campus.

The center, one of six
that Lakeland has in Wis-
consin, will be housed in the
College of Business build-
ing (entrance 3) and will
include an office presence
and dedicated classroom.

Lakeland, which was
founded in 1862 in Sheboy-
gan County, has had a loca-
tion in the Green Bay area
since 1984.

Lakeland President Beth
Borgen said the relocation
creates a strong synergy
between LU and NWTC as
both institutions are focused
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on workforce develop-
ment, hands-on learning
and providing students with
multiple opportunities to
advance their education.
“Lakeland and NWTC
share a vision for a more
educated region, and
Wwe are passionate about
creating easier access for
students to achieve their
educational goals,” Bor-
gen said. “This move for
Lakeland makes so much
sense. Many of the students
that Lakeland serves in the
Green Bay area are NWTC
graduates. Now they’ll be
able to continue on the
pathway to a bachelor’s
degree at a campus that
already feels like home.”
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“NWTC’s core mission
extends beyond ensuring
that our students gradu-
ate, it’s equipping them
with the tools needed to
reach their ultimate goal
— whether that is securing
employment or pursuing
a 4-year degree — and
for those considering the
next step in their academic
journey, this collaboration
will open new doors,” said
Kristen Raney, NWTC
president. “We are thrilled
to welcome Lakeland
University to NWTC, and
for the opportunities this
partnership will offer to our
students and community.”

For information, go to
www.lakeland.edu/nwtc.
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