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MORE THAN JUST PRETTY FACES
Mercedes, left, and Fiona from Applewood Lane Alpacas greeted visitors to Nueske’s in Wittenberg on May 7.� LUKE REIMER | NEW MEDIA

The author of “Everything 
You Wanted to Know About 
Indians but Were Afraid to 
Ask” pays the Stockbridge-
Munsee tribe a visit.
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Treuer talks 
about Natives    

Bowler schools 
showcase Title 
VI programs    
School officials talk about how 
programs in the Bowler School 
District help to support the 
cultural and educational needs 
of Native American children.
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Mason Meverden pitched an 
almost full-game shutout, get-
ting pulled with just one out to 
go in the seventh inning.
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Chargers shut 
out Bonduel

SPORTS: Megan 
Paiser commits to St. 
Norbert College for 
continuing her softball 
career.

PAGE B8



CO R R E C T I O N
Schairer’s Green House is located at 154 U.S. Highway 45 in Birnamwood. An incorrect address was given in the May 6 edition of the Wittenberg Enterprise and 
Birnamwood News. We apologize for the error.
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Bowler hosts Title VI 
family info meeting
School district will 
continue to look at 

initiatives to help students 
become successful

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

The Bowler School District hosted 
a parental information meeting 
explaining the Title VI program to 
families on May 4.

Title VI coordinator and athletic 
director Jeff DePerry explained that 
Title VI supports a comprehensive 
approach to educational improve-
ment and reform for American 
Indian students.

“This is to help ensure that they 
benefit from national education 
reforms and receive every opportu-
nity to achieve high standards,” said 
DePerry.

DePerry said that the informa-
tional meeting is held annually to 
catch parents up to speed with what 
they need to know about the Title VI 
program.

“Every year for our Title VI grant, 
we are required to have a parent 
advisory committee meeting,” said 
DePerry. “We tried to turn this year’s 
meeting into a family night, where 
families were welcomed to come eat 
dinner, meet the staff and ask ques-
tions.”

During the meeting, DePerry, 
with the help of other Bowler staff, 
informed families on things that are 
happening inside of the building, as 
well as the initiatives that they are 
looking at down the road.

“We do family nights and host 
events that families are encouraged 
to attend,” said DePerry. “We want 
families to be involved as chaperones 
and classroom helpers.”

He said that all of these initiatives 
and projects are provided to give 
students more opportunities to de-
cide what they want to do when they 

leave the Bowler School District.
“Our Native American children 

can succeed, and it is exciting to see 
them do so,” said DePerry.

DePerry said that there is a need 
for the Title VI program in the 
Bowler School District.

“There is probably a bigger need 
than we have currently,” said De-
Perry. “This supports the educational 
and cultural needs of our American 
Indian children.”

He added that this funding gives 
the school district an opportunity to 
spend money on cultural events and 
initiatives.

“We can put on a powwow, go to 
a college fair and purchase supplies 
for students,” said DePerry.

Along with the school district, 
DePerry said that he wants families 
to be as involved as possible when 
it comes to Title VI and the school 
district as a whole.

“The bottom line is that these are 
all of our children,” said DePerry. 
“We want families to have a voice 
as well. We have gotten feedback 
over the years. We want to hear what 
families want in regards to education 
and career-building. It is important 
to have a voice in your child’s educa-
tion.”

DePerry summed this meeting up 
saying that the school district’s goal 
is to give students as many options 
as they can and let them make their 
decision when that time comes.

“There are a lot of good things 
happening inside this building,” said 
DePerry. “We want to continue to 
find ways promote that and com-
municate that. We will continue to 
uncover every stone to provide our 
kids with chances to be successful 
once they leave us.”

lreimer@newmedia-wi.com

Bowler Title VI coordinator and athletic director Jeff DePerry speaks to families on May 4 at the Mohi-
can Family Center to inform them on the initiatives and plans for the upcoming school years.

LUKE REIMER | NEW MEDIA
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Author points out not all Native Americans same
Treuer shows stereotypes only portray one narrow and often incorrect version of people

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Not all Native American tribes are 
the same, and not all Native Americans 
within a tribe are the same, according 
to Anton Treuer, author and professor 
of Ojibwe at Bemidji State University.

Treuer presented on his book, “Ev-
erything You Wanted to Know About 
Indians But Were Afraid to Ask,” and 
about the history of Native Americans 
on May 5 at the Arvid E. Miller Library 
and Museum on the Stockbridge-Mun-
see Reservation. He noted that many 
people who encounter Native Ameri-
cans for the first time are still thinking 
that they remain in the small commu-
nities, wear feathers on their heads and 
live in squalor. That comes as a result 
of many books about Natives being 
written by non-Natives.

“Most of them haven’t spent time 
in a Native place or talked with them 
really, but they were the authorities 
on all things Native, which is kind of 
weird,” Treuer said. “By the way, it’s 
not just a problem for the historians, 
but also for the people developing our 
school system and wondering why it’s 
not working for our kids.”

That is changing, though. More Na-
tives like Treuer are writing books and 
getting degrees, he said, so that they 
can go out and teach the world about 
the real history of Native American 
tribes.

“It’s still like a work in progress. 
We’re not done,” Treuer said. “We’re 
still fighting for our sovereignty. We’re 
still fighting for all of our rights and 
still trying to be seen. There is a lot of 
exciting stuff that’s happening, though, 
and I have a lot of hope we may be 
able to take things forward.”

He held up his mother, Margaret, as 
an example. She was born and lived on 
a reservation, but her mother had been 
taken at age 6 to the boarding schools, 
where many Native children were 
forced to assimilate into the Ameri-
can government’s way of thinking. 
Margaret moved past the cultural as-
similation and became the first female 
Native American attorney in Minne-
sota, Treuer said.

“That was very powerful for me, 
watching her,” he said.

Healing the hurt is still something 
that Native Americans struggle to 
do. Treuer said that, in childhood, he 
had a chip on his shoulder, and many 
other children do as well due to the 
European-style of education that exists 
in America today.

“When somebody feels assaulted, 
it takes you right back to your old 
caveman impulses — like flight, fight 
or freeze,” Treuer said. “People are 
asking, ‘Why do we have truancy prob-
lems with these kids?’ In some ways, 
we’re still doing education for as-
similation stuff instead of empowering 
everyone to be exactly who they are.”

Native people walk a tightrope 
between their ancestral heritage and 
what the American ideal says they 
need to be, according to Treuer. They 
have to figure how to live in the world 
but still hold tight to the values of their 
people, he said.

“That’s what colonization is,” 
Treuer said. “It’s about erasure. You 
have to worry about becoming the 
other instead of being true to yourself.”

During his presentation, Treuer 
showed the financial information on 
his home community of Bena, Min-
nesota, on the Ojibwe Reservation, 
although he said he hesitated to do so. 
The naked numbers that show the av-
erage person per capita makes $8,693 
annually with a household income av-
erage of $24,167, but that doesn’t show 
the community’s full picture, he said.

“The problem with stereotypes isn’t 
so much that they’re incorrect as much 
as they’re incomplete,” Treuer said. 
“They give you one, single, narrow 
little story and leave you to understand 
a whole group of people by that.”

The problems of perception have 
grown over millennia, so the resolu-
tion is not going to come overnight, 
Treuer said. He hopes his book and 
other efforts by Native Americans will 
make some steps forward in realizing 
that the big picture needs to come into 
focus.

“We need to keep planting the 
seeds, and then it can transform the 
entire landscape and ecosystem,” 
Treuer said. “That’s what we do in 
education, and that’s what we do when 
we work to rebuild our ceremonies, 
language and culture. That’s even what 
we do when we’re having a conver-
sation like this. It’s important work 
you’re leading into in your own way.”

Treuer hadn’t even planned to 
write about Native American issues 
and ways of life, but fate had other 

plans for him.
“I stumbled into this book entirely 

by accident,” Treuer said. “My goal 
when I finished high school was to get 
out of town and never come back. I got 
into Princeton University and thought, 
‘Yes, I’m now escaping the brambled 
racial borderland of my youth.’ That 
was just naive of me.”

Once Treuer got to Princeton, he 
was riddled with questions about his 
Native heritage, like “Where’s your 
tomahawk?” That led him to want to 
go back home and never leave. How-
ever, it also motivated him to move 
forward and help one person at a time 
understand that not everything about 
Native Americans fits into one box.

“I realized that even I didn’t have 
the answers to a lot of questions,” 
Treuer said, noting he’s learned as 
much as anyone else about Native 
Americans working on the book. “It 
didn’t fall out of the sky just because I 
was Native.”

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

ONLINE
More about “Everything You Wanted to Know 

About Indians But Were Afraid to Ask” and other books 
by Anton Treuer can be found at www.antontreuer.com.

Anton Treuer speaks before an intimate group of people May 5 at the Arvid E. Miller Library and Museum about his book, “Everything You Wanted to Know 
About Indians But Were Afraid to Ask.”� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
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CO U RT  N E W S
• Leslie N. Gauthier, 25, Shawano, was 

charged May 2 with three counts of bail 
jumping, one misdemeanor count of bat-
tery, one misdemeanor count of disor-
derly conduct, one misdemeanor count of 
resisting or obstructing an officer and three 
misdemeanor counts of bail jumping. Judge 
Katherine Sloma set a cash bond of $250 
and a signature bond of $500. She also 
scheduled a resumed initial appearance for 
June 21.

• Timothy P. Reiter, 57, Birnamwood, was 
charged May 2 with one count of operating 
while intoxicated (fourth offense). Sloma 
set a cash bond of $2,000 and scheduled a 
status conference for May 18.

• Charles K. Slaten, 51, Menominee 
Falls, was charged May 2 with one count of 
operating while intoxicated (fifth or sixth 
offense). Sloma set a cash bond of $3,500 
and scheduled a status conference for June 
8.

• Samuel P. Hyzer, 17, Bonduel, was 
charged May 2 with three counts of battery 
to threat to a judge, prosecutor, or law 
enforcement, four misdemeanor counts of 
resisting or obstructing an officer and two 
misdemeanor counts of disorderly conduct. 
Sloma set a cash bond of $2,500 and 
scheduled a status conference for June 1.

• Shua Y. Vang, 36, Shawano, was 
charged May 2 with one count of operat-
ing while intoxicated (fourth offense), one 
count of second-degree recklessly endan-
gering safety and one misdemeanor count 
of tampering/failing to install/violating 
a court-ordered ignition interlock device. 
Sloma set a cash bond of $2,500 and 
scheduled a preliminary hearing for May 9.

• Trinity N. Thomas, 36, Green Bay, 
was charged May 2 with one count of bail 
jumping and one misdemeanor count of 
possession of drug paraphernalia. Sloma 
set a cash bond of $250 and scheduled a 
preliminary hearing for May 19.

• Camile M. Cloud, 31, Neopit, was 
charged May 2 with one count of posses-
sion of THC with intent, less than or equal 
to 200 grams, one count of possession of 
narcotics with intent/deliver, one count of 
possession of heroine with intent, less than 
or equal to three grams, one count of pos-
session of methamphetamine, one count of 
possession of narcotic drugs, one misde-
meanor count of possession of THC and 

one misdemeanor count of possession of 
drug paraphernalia. Sloma set a cash bond 
of $1,500 and scheduled a status confer-
ence for May 18.

• Anthony P. Peters, 44, Shawano, was 
charged May 2 with one count of misap-
propriating identification information. 
Judge William F. Kussel Jr. set a cash bond 
of $500 and scheduled a status conference 
for July 13.

• Tavia N. Hill, 25, Green Bay, was 
charged May 2 with one count of bail jump-
ing. Kussel set a signature bond of $500 
and scheduled a resumed initial appear-
ance for June 14.

• Leland J. Okimosh, 34, Keshena, was 
charged May 2 with one count of operat-
ing a vehicle to flee/elude an officer, three 
misdemeanor counts of bail jumping and 
one misdemeanor count of operating while 
revoked. Sloma set a cash bond of $5,000 
and scheduled a preliminary hearing for 
May 12.

In another case, Okimosh, was charged 
May 2 with one count of operating a vehicle 
to flee/elude an officer, one misdemeanor 
count of operating while revoked and six 
misdemeanor counts of bail jumping. Sloma 
set a cash bond of $2,500 and scheduled a 
preliminary hearing for May 12.

In another case, Okimosh was charged 
May 2 with one count of possession of 
narcotic drugs, two misdemeanor counts of 
possession of drug paraphernalia and nine 
counts of bail jumping. Sloma set a cash 
bond of $1,500 and scheduled a preliminary 
hearing for May 12.

• Quentin L. Escalante, 17, Shawano, was 
charged May 2 with one count of substan-
tial battery, one misdemeanor count of 
disorderly conduct and one misdemeanor 
count of bail jumping. Sloma set a signature 
bond of $5,000 and scheduled a resumed 
initial appearance for June 22.

• Scott L. Best, 46, no address available, 
pleaded no contest May 2 to one count 
of possession of methamphetamine, one 
count of possession of THC (second or sub-
sequent offense) and one count of misap-
propriating identification information. One 
count of possession of amphetamine/LSD/
psilocin (second or subsequent offense) 
and one misdemeanor count of posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia were dismissed 
but read into the record. Sloma sentenced 

Best to six months in jail and four years of 
probation.

• Diane M. Dodge, 47, Keshena, pleaded 
no contest May 3 to one count of bail 
jumping and one misdemeanor count of 
bail jumping. One count of bail jumping and 
two misdemeanor counts of bail jumping 
were dismissed but read into the record. 
Kussel sentenced Dodge to four years of 
probation.

• Cory W. Dudevoire, 31, Waupaca, 
pleaded no contest May 3 to one count of 
child abuse. One misdemeanor count of 
disorderly conduct was dismissed but read 
into the record. Sloma sentenced Dudevoire 
to 120 days in jail.

• Matthew B. Johnson, 32, Suring, 
pleaded no contest May 3 to four counts 
of bail jumping, one misdemeanor count of 
disorderly conduct and one misdemeanor 
count of resisting or obstructing an officer. 
Two counts of bail jumping, one misde-
meanor count of resisting or obstructing 
an officer, one misdemeanor count of 
disorderly conduct and five misdemeanor 
counts of bail jumping were dismissed but 
read into the record.

In another case, Johnson pleaded no 
contest to one count of possession of meth-
amphetamine. One misdemeanor count of 
possession of THC was dismissed but read 
into the record.

In another case, Johnson pleaded guilty 
to two misdemeanor counts of battery and 
two misdemeanor counts of bail jumping. 
One count of strangulation and suffocation, 
two misdemeanor counts of battery, one 
misdemeanor count of disorderly con-
duct and one misdemeanor count of bail 
jumping were dismissed but read into the 
record. Sloma sentenced Johnson to two 
years in prison and three years of extended 
supervision.

• Jolena R. Sturdevant, 29, Taycheedah, 
pleaded no contest May 3 to one misde-
meanor count of disorderly conduct. Two 
counts of bail jumping were dismissed on 
a prosecutor’s motion. Sloma sentenced 
Sturdevant to six months in local jail.

• Teena M. Piotrowski, 35, Bowler, 
was charged May 4 with eight counts of 
bail jumping, one misdemeanor count of 
resisting or obstructing an officer and one 
misdemeanor count of disorderly conduct. 
Sloma set a cash bond of $5,000 and a sig-

nature bond of $10,000. She also scheduled 
a preliminary hearing for May 11.

• Ruben S. Ramirez-Juarez, 54, Shawano, 
pleaded no contest May 4 to one count 
of child abuse. Sloma sentenced Ramirez-
Juarez to 120 days in jail and three years of 
probation.

• Paul M. Mac Kinnis, 55, Wittenberg, 
was charged May 5 with one count of 
possession of methamphetamine and one 
misdemeanor count of bail jumping. Kussel 
set a cash bond of $250 and a signature 
bond of $1,000. He also scheduled a status 
conference for June 13.

• Jeffrey P. Zeise, 40, Shawano, was 
charged May 5 with one count of posses-
sion of methamphetamine and four counts 
of bail jumping. Kussel set a cash bond of 
$2,500 and scheduled a preliminary hear-
ing for May 11.

• Malorey C. Burroughs, 34, Shawano, 
was charged May 5 with one count of 
possession of methamphetamine and two 
counts of bail jumping. Kussel set a cash 
bond of $500 and a signature bond of 
$1,000. Kussel set a cash bond of $500 and 
a signature bond of $1,000. He also sched-
uled a preliminary hearing for May 23.

• Joseph L. Corn, 38, Keshena, was 
charged May 6 with seven counts of bail 
jumping, one misdemeanor count of resist-
ing or obstructing an officer, one count of 
operating while revoked and four misde-
meanor counts of bail jumping. Judge Eric 
Hendrickson set a cash bond of $3,500 and 
scheduled a preliminary hearing for May 11.

• Brian K. Gulbronson, 51, Black River 
Falls, was charged May 6 with one count of 
battery or threat to a judge, prosecutor or 
law enforcement officer, one misdemeanor 
count of attempted criminal damage 
to property, one misdemeanor count of 
disorderly conduct and one misdemeanor 
count of possession of drug paraphernalia. 
Hendrickson set a cash bond of $500 and 
scheduled a preliminary hearing for May 
20.

• Steven A. Zaddack, 35, Shawano, 
was charged May 6 with one count of 
possession of methamphetamine, one 
misdemeanor count of possession of drug 
paraphernalia and 12 misdemeanor counts 
of bail jumping. Hendrickson set a prelimi-
nary hearing for $2,500 and scheduled a 
preliminary hearing for May 10.

P U B L I C  R E CO R D
SHAWANO COUNTY 

SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT
May 9

Deputies responded to 35 calls, 
including a disturbance on Landstad Road 
in the Town of Lessor; reckless driving 
on state Highway 22 in the Town of Belle 
Plaine; a disturbance on Elm Avenue in the 
Town of Wescott; reckless driving on state 
Highway 22 in the Town of Belle Plaine; one 
crash.
May 8

Deputies responded to 22 calls, 

including reckless driving on Lake Drive in 
the Town of Wescott; one crash.
May 7

Deputies responded to 32 calls, 
including a disturbance on Mader Street in 
Gresham; reckless driving on state Highway 
29 in the Town of Wittenberg; reckless 
driving on state Highway 47-55 in Shawano.
May 6

Deputies responded to 29 calls, 
including reckless driving on County Road 
N in Birnamwood; a threat on Old 47 Road 
in the Town of Lessor; property damage on 
Cozy Oaks Circle in the Town of Wescott; 

reckless driving on state Highway 47 in 
the Town of Hartland; a fleeing/pursuit on 
County Road A in the Town of Richmond; 
reckless driving on Highway 29 in the Town 
of Angelica; disorderly conduct on North 
Main Street in Shawano; reckless driving 
on Highway 29 in the Town of Waukechon; 
three crashes, two involving deer.
May 5

Deputies responded to 35 calls, 
including a domestic disturbance on 
County Road C in the Town of Green 
Valley; disorderly conduct on Cedar Road 
in the Town of Birnamwood; reckless 

driving on state Highway 29 in the Town of 
Wittenberg; trespassing on Lake Drive in 
the Town of Wescott; reckless driving on 
state Highway 29 in the Town of Angelica; 
a drug problem on state Highway 47-55 
in the Town of Wescott; child abuse on 
West Vinal Street in Wittenberg; a drug 
problem on state Highway 29 in the Town 
of Wittenberg; a threat on Berg Road in the 
Town of Morris; a disturbance on Swanke 
Street in Tigerton; reckless driving on 
County Road S in the Town of Maple Grove; 
reckless driving on state Highway 47 in the 
Town of Hartland.
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Fredenburgh given 25 years for child sex abuse
Former Suring trustee 

groomed girl, 12, for sex
By WARREN BLUHM

Editor-in-chief

U.S. District Judge William 
Griesbach had a blunt message to 
friends and family of John Freden-
burgh before sentencing him to 25 
years in federal prison.

“No one pleads guilty to a 15- to 
20-year crime if they didn’t do it,” 
Griesbach said during the May 5 
sentencing hearing. “If you think 
she’s making it up, get a life. Use 
your head. This is what he did, and 
he lied to you.”

Fredenburgh, 37, a former Suring 
village trustee, pleaded guilty in 
December to traveling in interstate 
commerce for the purpose of hav-
ing sex with a minor, and one count 
of attempting to entice a minor to 
engage in sexual conduct, in con-
nection with an eight-year relation-
ship with a girl, now 18, that turned 
sexual when she was 12.

She confided the affair to her 
mother when she was 17, and 
Oconto County authorities charged 
him in March 2021 with 24 felony 
counts stemming from the long-
term abuse. Federal investigators 
got involved when they learned 
Fredenburgh had crossed the state 
line into Michigan for at least one 
of the sexual encounters with the 
girl.

Noting that letters he received 
from some supporters indicated 
they still believed Fredenburgh’s 
early denials, Griesbach said any 
one of the acts he has admitted 
would result in a conviction and 
prison time.

“This is hundreds of acts over 
eight years,” he said.

Before the sentence was im-
posed, the victim and several 
family members and friends asked 
Griesbach to impose the maximum 
allowed by law, which could have 
been as much as 40 years.

Fredenburgh was a coach, and 
the victim was a friend of his 
daughter.

The girl’s uncle said she was 
groomed by Fredenburgh, who built 
a great amount of trust with her 
and her family.

“He took away her childhood, he 
took away all of her adolescence, 
there were threats made with a 
gun, and she’s got to live with all of 

this,” the uncle 
said. “She did 
not deserve this 
horror.”

Her mother 
said Freden-
burgh came 
forward after the 
girl’s beloved 
grandmother 
died, and the 
family was grate-

ful to “let an adult bond with her, 
not realizing she was being preyed 
on.”

When the mom reported Freden-
burgh to the police, her daughter 
was angry and said she hated her. 
It took weeks for the girl to under-
stand what he had done to her, the 
mother said. In their small town, 
they have had to endure commu-
nity reaction with comments to the 
mother like “How could you not 
have known?” and comments to the 
girl that she was making up the al-
legations.

The girl’s father said Freden-
burgh came across as a friendly 
person who always had a smile on 
his face and an encouraging word, 
even convincing the community to 
elect him to the village board, all of 
it masking the dark reality.

“No young girl or family ever 
has to go through what this man did 
to her. I feel guilty every day that 
I didn’t see the evil in this man,” 
the father said. “I hope everybody 
in this room from both sides will 
understand what’s happened to my 
little girl.”

With her mother and aunt stand-
ing at her side, the victim read a 
four-page statement describing the 
abuse and its impact on her life.

“I don’t know how old I will be 
when I finally feel I have my life 
back again,” she said.

She described Fredenburgh giv-
ing her compliments about how 
pretty she was as early as when she 
was 10. When she was 11, he planted 
the idea that when she turned 18 
they would get married and move 
to California.

Then he started suggesting sex, 
and during a sleepover one night 
when she was 12 he texted her to 
meet him upstairs, saying, “It’s now 
or never … otherwise you can’t 
come over or be friends with my 
daughter anymore.”

It was not the first threat that 
occurred during the secret rela-
tionship. She said he held a gun on 

her several times, including one 
incident in a hotel room when she 
was 17 when he held a gun on her 
and threatened to kill her and then 
himself.

She was overcome by emotion 
several times as she spoke, and at 
one point Griesbach stopped her, 
pointed out that he had read her 
statement before the hearing, and 
told her she did not have to con-
tinue.

“No,” she replied. “I have to do 
this, to help myself heal.”

Assistant U.S. Attorney Daniel 
Humble recommended a prison 
term of 320 months, or nearly 27 
years.

“This court doesn’t see many 
cases more serious and horrific as 
this,” Humble said.

Fredenburgh abused the girl 
sexually and emotionally for years, 
he said, and yet “he still purports to 
be a pillar of the community,” cit-
ing a statement in the pre-sentence 
report.

A 320-month sentence would be 
slightly above federal sentencing 
guidelines but would a fair and just 
term, Humble said.

Defense attorney Krista Halla-
Valdez argued for a 15- to 20-year 
term, citing that her client signed a 
plea agreement with a range of 188-
285 months, or about 16 to 23 years.

“That is serious punishment, and 
he was willing to do that,” he said. 
“At no point is Mr. Fredenburgh 
excusing or rationalizing his behav-
ior … Nobody is trying to downplay 
this as not a serious crime … he’s 
not doing that either.”

Halla-Valdez pointed out that 
Fredenburgh had no previous 
criminal record, sustained a trau-
matic brain injury while serving in 
the military, and wants to go to a 

prison where he can obtain needed 
mental health and substance abuse 
treatment.

Given a chance to make a state-
ment, Fredenburgh said he was 
sorry.

“I’ve let many people down in 
my community, in my family, (the 
victim) and her family,” he said. 
“I’m devastated by what I’ve done 
to (her) mental health.”

Fredenburgh said he wanted 
people to know that while his ac-
tions were “deplorable, they were 
not malicious.”

Before imposing sentence Gries-
bach said Fredenburgh preyed on 
people’s innocence and gained the 
trust of the community, portrayed 
himself as an upstanding leader.

“He could have been that per-
son,” the judge said, but instead 
committed “a horrible crime” over 
a long period of time. “This is not a 
one-time mistake of judgment. This 
is a lifestyle.”

To the victim, who had said she 
feared she might never recover 
from the trauma, Griesbach said, 
“You can see in the letters of sup-
port that this is not irreparable 
damage. Don’t throw in the towel. 
You’ve already helped a lot of 
people by coming forward. Your 
life is still of great value.”

Fredenburgh himself is still 
salvageable if he uses his time in 
prison to “reflect on what he’s done 
and make amends,” Griesbach said.

The judge gave Fredenburgh 
credit for pleading guilty and spar-
ing the victim the ordeal of testify-
ing in an open trial, but added, “He 
also spared himself the complete 
airing of everything he did.”

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

JOHN 
FREDENBURGH
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O B I T UA R I E S
M. Eugene Zeuske

M. Eugene “Gene” Zeuske, 97, of 
Shawano, passed away peacefully on 
Thursday, May 5, 2022, at his home 
on the Wolf River Channel.

Gene was born on June 21, 1924, 
at the home farm on the shores of 
the Wolf River, Town of Matteson, 
a son of the late Max Paul and Ethel 
(Hanson) Zeuske. He received his 
love of hard work and the outdoors 
from his parents. Gene’s mom, Ethel, 
instilled in him temperance and the 
importance of public 
service and community 
involvement that he 
exercised into the last 
days of his life.

Gene attended Wolf 
River School and graduated from 
Clintonville High School in 1943. He 
enlisted in the Army Air Corps and 
served America during World War 
II. After the war, he was hired as the 
farm bureau representative in Lan-
glade County, where he met the love 
of his life, Vi Ourada, in Antigo.

After marriage, Gene and Vi 
moved to Waupaca County for 
the Farm Bureau for several years 
before moving to Shawano and start-
ing an American Family Insurance 
Agency. Gene’s tireless work on 
behalf of his customers earned him 
great respect and numerous achieve-
ment awards.

Together, Gene and Vi shared 68 

years of loving 
marriage until Vi 
passed away in 
2018.

Their great-
est joy was their 
three children, 
son, Todd 
(Terry) Zeuske, 
Verona, and 

their family, Drew, Zachary (Terri) 
and Troy; daughter, Candee (Ray) 
Arndt, Brookfield, and their family, 
Catie, Chris (Allie) Arndt and their 
daughter, Sadie; and daughter, Cathy 
Zeuske (John Gard), Suamico, and 
their family, John (Sarah) Gard and 
Libby (Chris) Sobic and their daugh-
ters Madeleine and Lillian. Gene is 
survived by his sister, Joyce Geiger 
and many nieces and nephews.

Gene’s service to the Shawano 
area spanned decades of appointed 
leadership positions: police/fire 
commission; Shawano Municipal 
Utilities; Badger Power Marketing 
Utilities (founding commissioner). 
Gene was active in many civic clubs, 
serving as president of the Shawano 
Jaycees and Lions. He personally 
worked to rebuild the Shawano Lake 
Gun Club and served as president.

Gene was presented with the 
Distinguished Service Award from 
the Shawano Area United Way. 
From its beginning, he was elected 

vice president and its first cam-
paign chairman, followed by nearly 
a decade of his relentless effort to 
expand the program into the county. 
Gene’s conscientious service to the 
state of Wisconsin included elec-
tion as the Shawano delegate to the 
Wisconsin Conservation Congress 
for over 20 years and was appointed 
by four Wisconsin governors to be 
the Shawano County representative 
to the East Regional Planning Com-
mission.

For over a half-century, Gene was 
a dedicated volunteer for local, state 
and national Republican candidates, 
earning awards for his hard work 
and efforts.

Yet, Gene was happiest planting 
trees on his farm or planning the 
next big project at his Gunn Lake 
cabin on Sunrise Point in Ontario, 
Canada. He found great joy in mak-
ing over 200 trips to Canada with his 
wife, family and lifelong friends. Of-
ten his trips included more building 
supplies than fishing 
rods.

Over the last six 
months, Gene worked 
from home watching 
the birds in his backyard, entertain-
ing his many visitors and family and 
discussing current events. We are so 
thankful to his wonderful caregivers 
who ensured his health and happi-

ness: Sue Olson, Annette Hammond, 
Emily Parsons, Cheryl Sampson and 
Amy Dickson.

Gene was preceded in death by 
his parents, and three brothers, Den-
nis, Duane and Don.

A memorial service for Gene will 
be held on Thursday, May 19, 2022, 
at 11 a.m. at the First Presbyterian 
Church in Shawano. Pastor Debbie 
Pagels will officiate. Military rites to 
follow.

Visitation will take place at Mick-
elson Funeral Home in Shawano on 
Wednesday, May 18, 2022, from 4-6 
p.m. Visitation will continue at the 
church on Thursday morning from 
9:30 a.m. until the time of service. 
Private family inurnment will take 
place at Riverside Cemetery in Em-
barrass.

In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts 
may be made to the American Le-
gion Post 117 in Shawano.

Mickelson Funeral and Cremation 
Service, Inc. is assisting the family 

with arrangements. 
Please share online 
condolences at www.
mickelsonfs.com.

The Zeuske fam-
ily would like to thank Dr. Douglas 
Mielke, Dr. Jill Wiley, Dr. Cindy 
Lasecki and the Unity Hospice 
staff for the great care they gave to 
Gene.

Gerald F. Heins
Gerald “Jerry” Floyd Heins, 77, 

resident of High Point, North Caro-
lina, died May 4, 2022.

A memorial service was held Fri-
day, May 6, at St. Michael Lutheran 
Church in High Point. A second me-
morial service will be held at a later 
date in Wisconsin.

Condolences may be made 
through www.cumbyfuneral.com.

Janice Braham
Janice “Jan” Braham, 82, Gillett, a 

gem of a person 
who saw the 
magic in all things, 
died Sunday 
morning, Feb. 27, 
2022.

Graveside ser-
vices will be held 
at noon Saturday, 
May 28, 2022, at 

St. Anthony Cemetery in Oconto Falls 
with Pastor Mark Kostreva officiating.

Jones Funeral Service in Oconto 
Falls is serving the family.

Donald A. Nordwig

Donald “Don” A. Nordwig, 86, of 
Clintonville, passed away Thurs-
day, May 5, 2022, at the Theda-
Care Regional Medical Center in 
Neenah.

Donald Arthur Nordwig was 
born Sept. 22, 1935, in Mattoon 
as the son of the late Arthur and 
Dulice (Kopelke) Nordwig. He 
grew up in the Shawano area and at 
the young age of 16 started driving 
truck for a local cheese factory. 
He met Barbara Lichtenberg at the 
Shawano County Fair, and a few 
years later the couple were united 
in marriage on July 20, 1956, in 
Clintonville. The couple resided in 
Clintonville while Don continued 
his truck driving career — first 
on his own and later working for 
Schneider and Foreway.

After retirement, he drove 
for Bayland and even delivered 
Christmas trees for Arneson’s from 
Clintonville to Chicago. Don en-
joyed going to antique truck shows 
with his buddy Bill Schoenike and 

volunteered in 
his spare time 
with the Clin-
tonville Goodfel-
lows. He was a 
past member of 
the Clintonville 
Curling Club and 
enjoyed usher-
ing as a faithful 

member at St. Martin Lutheran 
Church in Clintonville. Don will be 
remembered fondly by his family 
as the best dad who was a softy at 
heart.

Survivors include his wife, Barba-
ra; children, Lynn (Tom) Paroubek, 
Debra (Tim) Stori and Paul (Cindy) 
Nordwig; grandchildren, Andy, 
Joseph (Emilee) and Mike (Danielle) 
Paroubek; Kara (Mathew) Zellner; 
Matt (Jessie) and Marc Stori; and 
Melissa, Lauren and Ben Nordwig; 
great-grandchildren, Jack, Arthur, 
Amelia, Graham, Bennett, Isabelle, 
Jayden, Mason and Owen; and his 
sister, Janet (Wayne) Habeck.

Don was preceded in death by 
his parents; a sister, Rita (Gene) 
Gurlt; and his brothers-in-law 
and sisters-in-law Don and Julie 
Lichtenberg and Gene and Arlyle 
Rosenthal.

Don’s funeral service was held 
Monday, May 9, 2022, at the St. 
Martin Lutheran Church in Clin-
tonville with the Rev. Jason Zobel 
officiating. Interment followed at 
Graceland Cemetery in Clinton-
ville.

Don’s family would like to 
express their most sincere thanks 
to the staff in the palliative care 
department of ThedaCare Medical 
Center in Neenah, the Clinton-
ville Area Ambulance Service, the 
Clintonville Police Department and 
also to neighbors Dan Scherschel 
and Tim Morgan for their help and 
support.

The Eberhardt-Stevenson 
Funeral Home and Crematory of 
Clintonville is assisting his family. 
www.eberhardtstevenson.com
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Cecil man charged in vehicle standoff
Snowplows used 
to eventually trap 

driver, end incident
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

A chase involving a historic 
military vehicle with a standoff 
sandwiched in between kept state 
Highway 29 closed for hours on the 
evening of May 8, and a Cecil man 
has been arrested and charged in the 
incident.

The Shawano County Sheriff’s 
Department responded around 5:15 
p.m. to reports of a heavy truck-type 
military vehicle on the highway in 
western Shawano County travelling 
down the roadway with a flat tire, 
thus causing a traffic hazard, accord-
ing to Lt. Jesse Sperberg.

Deputies located and attempted 
to stop the vehicle, according to 
Sperberg, but the driver, identified 

in court records 
as Aaron Renel, 
led them on a 
short chase, 
coming to a 
stop in about 
a half-mile on 
the eastbound 
lane median of 
Highway 29 near 
County Road G 

in the Town of Seneca. The east-
bound highway was shut down due 
to the incident.

Renel, 39, allegedly would not 
cooperate and would not exit the ve-
hicle. Because of comments allegedly 
made by Renel and the conditions of 
this incident, the Shawano County 
Special Response Team responded to 
this scene, Sperberg said. Deputies, 
including trained negotiators, com-
municated with Renel for about four 
hours, and during this time, arrange-
ments were made with the Shawano 
County Highway Department for the 
use of snowplows in case the driver 

tried to flee the scene.
About 9:30 p.m. Renel allegedly 

did just that, heading eastbound 
on Highway 29. Deputies tried to 
stop the suspect vehicle, using the 
snowplows in an attempt to perform 
a moving roadblock. The vehicle 
then crossed the median and began 
heading eastbound in the westbound 
lanes of the highway, according to 
Sperberg.

Renel allegedly came back to the 
eastbound lanes but then against 
crossed the median and was driving 
the wrong way down the highway. 
At one point, Renel allegedly drove 
into the median and a deputy operat-
ing a snowplow was able to pin the 
truck into the median, immobilizing 
it. Renel allegedly would not exit 
his vehicle and had to be removed 
with force. No serious injuries were 
reported to any law enforcement or 
this suspect, Sperberg said.

Renel made his appearance in 
Shawano-Menominee County Circuit 
Court on May 9 and is being charged 

with felony count of fleeing and 
eluding an officer in a vehicle and 
second-degree recklessly endanger-
ing safety, along with a misdemeanor 
count of resisting or obstructing an 
officer.

Shawano-Menominee County 
Circuit Court Judge William Kussel 
Jr. set a $10,000 cash bond for Renel 
and scheduled an adjourned initial 
appearance for 1:30 p.m. May 18 in 
Branch 2 at the Shawano County 
Courthouse. At that appearance, 
Kussel will also address charges filed 
April 29 against Renel that include 
intentionally pointing a firearm at a 
person, disorderly conduct with the 
use of a dangerous weapon, posses-
sion of THC and possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

Other conditions of the bond in-
clude absolute sobriety and no illegal 
drugs, with prescription medication 
permitted. Renel is also not allowed 
to operate a motor vehicle.

Kussel also ordered a competency 
exam for Renel.

AARON RENEL

Musolff named new Shawano School Board president
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

There is still a Mike in the 
president’s position on the Shawano 
School Board, but it’s not Michael 
Sleeper.

Mike Musolff, who served the last 
year as vice president, was elected 
by a 6-3 vote on May 2, defeating 
Sleeper. Musolff will be taking charge 
of the board at a time when the trust 
between the Shawano School District 
and the parents and taxpayers who 
call the area home is a little shaky. 
Musolff’s election generated ap-
plause from the audience of about 40 
people.

Jamie Beyer, who was just elected 
to the board in 2021, was named vice 
president by unanimous consent. 
Another newer face, James Davel, 
was named the board’s clerk, also by 
unanimous consent.

Chuck Dallas was reelected as 
treasurer for a second term, getting 
five votes and beating out Alysia 
Pillsbury and Mart Grams, who each 
received two votes.

The leadership positions are for 
one year, after which time the board 
will cast new votes at its reorganiza-
tional meeting in May.

Mike Musolff, left, was elected president of the Shawano School Board by a 6-3 vote, beating out incumbent Michael Sleeper, right.
LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA



FRIDAY, MAY 13, 2022  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE A9



PAGE A10  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, MAY 13, 2022

Event planned to aid youth fighting leukemia
Celebration and fundraiser will take place May 21 at Doc’s Harley Davidson in Bonduel

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

Doc’s Harley-Davidson in Bon-
duel will be hosting a celebration 
and fundraiser for a 2-year-old who 
is battling leukemia.

Amira Rynish, of Green Bay, was 
diagnosed with leukemia last June, 
said her aunt, Ashley Pearce.

“She was diagnosed about a 
week after her second birthday,” 
said Pearce. “The recovery for 
leukemia is about 2½ years of active 
chemotherapy treatment, in addi-
tion to steroids and other chemo-
therapy drugs.”

Pearce added that Rynish is be-
ing treated at the Children’s Hospi-
tal in Milwaukee.

“That is about a two-hour drive 
one-way for her family to get 
there,” said Pearce. “How many 
times a week she is down there re-
ally depends on what part of treat-
ment she is in.”

To assist her sister and brother-
in-law in covering financial costs, 
Pearce helped to organize the ben-
efit at Doc’s, which will be May 21 
from 3-8 p.m.

“We are going to be close to the 
zoo area, so families can go and 
look at the animals,” said Pearce. 
“We are going to also have a kids’ 
game zone, which will feature face 
painting.”

She added that raffles will also 
be included, with beef, guns, booze 
and a mystery box being raffled off, 
as well as pulled pork and sloppy 
Joes being supplied for food.

“It is kind of going to be a cele-
bration for how far she has come in 
her treatment, but also an effort for 
us to cover as many of her financial 
expenses as possible,” said Pearce.

Pearce said that, throughout the 
process, the family has met a lot of 
people in similar situations.

“I want people to leave this 
event knowing that this is more 
common than they think,” said 
Pearce. “It is heartbreaking to know 
that so many families are hearing 
the news that we heard last June.”

Pearce said that Rynish noticed 
this and is showing support for peo-
ple in the same situation as her.

“You see how much she cares 
and loves for others around her 
— she is very receptive of others’ 
emotions, I think, because she has 

gone through so many emotions 
herself,” said Pearce. “Amira has 
a really good outlook on life, so I 
think it helps to relieve some of the 
hard days.”

She noted that the family has 
heard support from the Shawano 

and Bonduel communities for 
Amira.

“The support that we have had 
from people looking to donate 
and volunteer, it is amazing,” said 
Pearce. “To see how close a family 
and a community can come to-

gether when someone is affected by 
cancer is amazing.”

Pearce added that the Rynish 
family is also donating to other 
families who are in similar situa-
tions.

“Amira has a little brother, Atlas, 
who just turned 1, so some of his 
clothes that he has out grown are 
getting passed forward to another 
family,” said Pearce. “They are also 
looking for ways to ease the burden 
that leukemia brings on a family.”

She also noted that although 
hearing the diagnosis was heart-
breaking, the silver lining has been 
that the family has become much 
closer.

“We have always been a super 
close family, but this has brought 
us together in a way that can’t be 
replicated,” said Pearce. “To use 
humor and celebrating the good 
days has helped to handle the rough 
days.”

In addition to organizing the 
event, Pearce mentioned that she 
and the rest of the committee are 
partnering with the Community 
Benefit Tree.

“They are a nonprofit organiza-
tion that helps to plan benefits and 
help with families who are go-
ing through medical and financial 
situations,” said Pearce. “All of the 
money that is raised in this benefit 
gets put into a special fund, and 
they will help to manage the money 
— including paying Amira’s medi-
cal bills.”

To sum up what visitors can ex-
pect at the event, Pearce said that it 
should be an afternoon and evening 
of family fun.

“Families should not be afraid 
to bring their kids,” said Pearce. 
“There are multiple raffles. There 
is a full slew of things that will be 
available.”

Pearce added that Rynish re-
cently learned about celebrations 
and parties and is excited for this 
upcoming celebration.

“I don’t know if she knows it’s 
about her,” said Pearce. “We are 
planning on having a birthday card 
stand, where visitors can give her 
card for her birthday in June. She 
loves dinosaurs, so she excited to 
see all of the different dinosaur 
decorations.”

lreimer@newmedia-wi.com

A May 21 fundraiser at Doc’s Harley-Davidson will help with medical expenses for Amira Rynish, of 
Shawano, who was diagnosed with leukemia last June.� CONTRIBUTED
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TRY A GNC CLASSIFIED!!!
Total coverage with a  combination of

over 30 Publications for
$49.95!!!

This includes Northeastern Wisconsin 
and Upper Michigan!!

Call 715-526-6188 to find out how
easy it is to place your ad!!!

RRUUMMMMAAGGEE--EESSTTRRUUMMMMAAGGEE--EESSTTAAAATTEE  SSAALLEESSTTEE  SSAALLEESS

35TH ANNUAL NORWAY, MICHIGAN
CITY WIDE GARAGE SALES  -
SATURDAY, MAY 21ST 8:00AM -
2:00PM, List online after May 20th at
www.norwaymi.com Questions: call
Chris 906-282-9752 (gnc)

Empty Nesters cleaning out house!
Priced to sell; bedding, women XS/S,
men Sm, games/toys, kitchen items,

housewares, airsoft. Saturday May 14
8am-3pm 2407 Shadowview Cir Plover

HHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSSHHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSS

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE: QUEEN
MATTRESSES FROM $199 40 Styles
on Display! All Sizes Avail.
PlymouthFurnitureWI.com 2133 Eastern
Ave Plymouth WI 920-892-6006  Open
Daily (WCAN)

LLAALLAAWWNN  &&  GGAARRDDEENNWWNN  &&  GGAARRDDEENN

Garden Spot Flowers
3645 HWY 22, Oconto, WI 54153

1,00 fruit & shade trees-
Apple, Cherry, Peach, Maple 

2,500 Hanging baskets-
Wave Petunias, Fuchsias, Begonias 
300 Varieties of Vegetable seeds-

Carrots, Corn, Beans 
150 Varieties of Perennials -

Lupines, Delphiniums, Columbine 
920-835-1237

Garden Spot Produce
3645 HWY 22, Oconto, WI 54153

Fresh homegrown garden fruits and
vegetables delivered weekly. Sign up

now for our 16 week CSA program. 920-
835-1237

SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

A.A. Oconto Group: Mondays &
Fridays at 7 p.m. Wednesdays at 10
a.m. (open meeting) at First American
Lutheran Church, Oconto James 920-
834-6276. TF

SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

AA Group Meeting: 24 hour group
every Wed. night. 8:00 p.m. at Masonic
Lodge on corner of Washington St. and
Caldwell, Oconto Falls TF

ATTENTION MEDICARE RECIPIENTS!
Open Enrollment for Medicare health
plans is here! Call our licensed
insurance agents for an affordable quote
for your needed coverage. Call for a no
obligation free quote now! 855-686-2201
(TTY: 711) (WCAN)

Co-Dependency Meeting Thursdays at
noon. St. James Lutheran Church, 1402
Main St., Marinette TF

DENTAL INSURANCE. From Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for (350+) procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan.
Don't Wait! Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with all the
details! 855-807-9516
www.dental50plus.com/wicommunity
#6258 (WCAN)

Living Well With Depression and
Bipolar - Bellin Behavioral Health
Center, 301 E. St. Joseph St., Green
Bay, Mondays and Wednesdays 6:30
p.m. Contact: Jerry Kamke 920-544-
5596. TF

STROKE & CARDIOVASCULAR
disease are leading causes of death,
according to the AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION. Screening can provide
peace of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5
screenings for just $149! Call  1-888-
675-5048 (WCAN)

PPEETTSSPPEETTSS

AKC BERNESE MTN DOG PUPS
Shots/wormed/vet $1000 No Sun call
(495932) 715-409-3321 (WCAN)

AKC CHOC, BLACK & YELLOW LAB
PUPS shots/dewormed/dews/vet check,

M-$950, F-$1000 715-257-1330
(267331)

PPEETTSSPPEETTSS
AKC GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPS

shots/wormed/dews/vet check $1200
715-257-1330 (267331)

AKC Mini Schnauzer pups Born 5-18-22
shots/dewormed 

parents on site 920-526-3512
BRAND NEW!!!! FLUFFY AKC
COCKER SPANIEL PUPS shots/vet
920-563-3410
pennylanecockerspaniel.com (#268588)
(WCAN)

CAVAPOO PUPPIES Tri-Color, Vet
checked/wormed/dews, $900 No Sun
Calls 715-409-3321 (495932) (WCAN)

CHOC LAB PUPPIES shots/vet Ready
NOW! 6-M 4-F, good temp $500 715-

305-5209
COCK-A-POO PUPS shots/wormed/vet
checked $900 OMO No Sun Calls 715-

257-1158
CROSS-BRED WESTIE/SCOTTIE

PUPS. That're Compact in Size. Will be
Around 10-15 Pounds Mature. Shots,

Vet Exam. Crate Trained. Manner
Training is Well Begun. VERY Smart
and Loyal and are Great Family Pets!

$1,000 Cash Ph. 715-850-2535 after 10 a.m.
JACK RUSSELL PUPS Born Mar. 24,
Brown & white, grey & white $500 715-
758-2571
MINI BERNEDOODLE PUPPIES Vet
checked/wormed/ dews, $950 No
Sunday Calls 715-409-3321 (495932)
(WCAN)
Mini Golden Doodle Pups: 18-20 lbs.
Adult size. Also toy Aussie Doodles, 12-
18 lbs. Adult size. Non shed, super
smart, vaccinated & wormed. Written
health guarantee, $600. Call or Text
715-850-1933.
One Absolutely Beautiful Female Cream
& White Shih Tzu Puppy. Ready to go
now & up to date on shots. Call (906)
368-0948 and (906) 246-3729

BBOOAABBOOAATTSS//WWTTSS//WWAAAATTEERRTTEERR
FAMILY FUN STARTS HERE!
BOAT&PONTOON WORLD-
PONTOONS, SKI-WAKE FISHING &
BOW RIDERS, ATVs, SIDE X SIDES &
MOTORCYCLES. BEST PRICE &
SELECTION IN THE MIDWEST=SAVE
HUGE! AMERICAN
MARINE&MOTORSPORTS,
WWW.AMERICANMARINA.COM
SHAWANO 866-955-2628

WE BUY-
BOATS/RV/PONTOONS/SLED/ATVs&
MOTORCYCLES! “CASH PAID” NOW!
AMERICAN MARINE &
MOTORSPORTS SUPERCENTER,
SHAWANO 866-955-2628
WWW.AMERICANMARINA.COM

VVeehhiicclleess..

YOUR CAR, BOAT OR MOTORCYCLE
helps Rawhide provide mental health
services that redirect local Wisconsin
youth & adults from harmful decisions.
Donate Today! 888-653-2729 (WCAN)

WWaanntteedd  ttoo
BBuuyy

BUYING  SALVAGE MOTORCYCLES-
ATVs-WATERCRAFT 920-850-9299

Local Dealer Free Pickup!

Buying junk cars and trucks. No title
needed, but vehicles must be lien free.

No charge for pick up. Paying cash.
Also buying Aluminum Rims, Brake

Rotors & Copper.
Call 715-851-7027 or 715-250-2506

for questions or pricing.

DONATE YOUR CAR or TRUCK to
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3-
Day Vacation. Tax Deductible. Free
Towing. All paperwork taken care of!
CALL 844-374-3067 (WCAN)

Help Wanted - Cable Plow, Backhoe,
Bore Machine Operators & Laborers.
Clean Driving records. Long Hours,
weekends/holidays off. Pay based on
Experience. Email resumes to:
northernutility@yahoo.com
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WWaanntteedd  ttoo
BBuuyy

Offering free removal of unwanted 
appliances, lawn mowers,
snow blowers, car parts, 

auto batteries, and 
most other types of metal. 

NO items containing 
Freon accepted. 

Paying cash for aluminum rims
and copper. For questions or

to schedule an appointment call: 
715-851-7027 or 715-250-2506

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS!
1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender,
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D'Angelico,
Stromberg & Gibson Mandolins/Banjos.
844-262-6174 (WCAN)

EEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTTEEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTT

3 WEEKS NEW JOB! NEW CAREER -
NEW YOU! Train with us for your CDL at

SCDTI 715-942-2700 ext 102

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get the
skills to become a Computer & Help
Desk Professional now! Grants &
Scholarships available for certain
programs for qualified applicants. Call
CTI for details! 855-402-7515 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET) (WCAN)

John's One Stop
It's springtime! 

Johns One Stop wants to add to their
staff! Looking for changes or just want a

job at a place you can be respected.
Full/Part Time *Benefits include 

1/4rly Bonuses, fuel, food, 
Tanning discounts 

Beverage license needed, 
we will help with that. 
High school students 

(18 yrs or older) Encouraged to apply.
*Higher starting pay with quarterly

incentive bonuses*

CCHHIILLDD//DDOOMMEESSTTIICC  CCAARREECCHHIILLDD//DDOOMMEESSTTIICC  CCAARREE

DON'T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution
for anyone who struggles on the stairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today!  1-888-686-1458
(WCAN)

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING,
MEMORY CARE, OR INDEPENDENT
LIVING? A Place for Mom simplifies the
process of finding senior living at no cost
to your family. Call 1-855-931-3662
today! (WCAN)

CCHHIILLDD//DDOOMMEESSTTIICC  CCAARREECCHHIILLDD//DDOOMMEESSTTIICC  CCAARREE
MobileHelp, America's Premier Mobile
Medical Alert System. Whether you're
home or away, for safety and Peace of
Mind. No Long Term Contracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today! 1-855-491-0732
(WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

AT&T Internet Starting at $40/ month
w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB of data
per month. Get More For Your High-
Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc
restrictions apply. Call us today 1-855-
770-5080 (WCAN)
DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 12 months
with CHOICE Package. Watch your
favorite live sports, news and
entertainment anywhere. First 3 months
of HBO Max, Cinemax, Showtime, Starz
& Epix included! Directv is #1 in
Customer Satisfaction (JD Power &
Assoc.) Some restrictions apply Call 1-
888-925-9452 (WCAN)
DIRECTV STREAM The Best of Live &
On-Demand On All Your Favorite
Screens. CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo
for 12 mo. Stream on 20 devices in your
home at once. HBO Max included for 3
mo. (w/CHOICE Package or higher) No
annual contract, no hidden fees! Some
restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-833-574-
1746 (WCAN)
DISH NETWORK $59.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call Today!
1-844-897-8523 (WCAN)

DISH Network. $59.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today!
1-866-290-9532

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-855-948-3442

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

HughesNet Satellite Internet: 25 mbps
starting at $49.99/mo! Get More Data,
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST download
speeds. Wifi built in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease customers! Limited
Time  Call 1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING Call today
for a FREE QUOTE from America's
Most Trusted Interstate Movers. Let us
take the stress out of moving! Call now
to speak to one of our Quality
Relocation Specialists:  888-660-6593
(WCAN)

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
TODAY with a GENERAC home standby
generator. $0 Money Down + Low
Monthly Payment Options. Request a
FREE Quote! Call now before the next
power outage: 1-877-626-1009 (WCAN)

The bathroom of your dreams for as little
as $149/mo! BCI Bath & Shower. Many
options avail. Quality materials &
professional installation. Senior &
Military Discounts Available. Limited
Time Offer - FREE virtual in-home
consultation now & SAVE 15%! Call
today! 1-877-651-1850 (WCAN)

THE GENERAC PWRcell a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid,
prepare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-855-707-0232 (WCAN

THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A NEW
SHOWER? American Standard makes it
easy. FREE design consultation. Enjoy
your shower again! Call 1-844-479-1327
today to see how you can save $1,000
on installation, or visit
www.newshowerdeal.com/wcp (WCAN)

UP TO $15,000 OF GUARANTEED
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral & other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company
844-433-5898 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/wcp (WCAN)

Williams Painting and Staining. Houses,
log cabins, decks, barns, metal sheds
and roofs.  Free estimates. Experienced.
Flat prices. Insured and references
available.  715.551.7959.

AAPPAAPPAARRAARR TTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXXTTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXX

1350 E  Lieg Ave
Beautiful recently
Fully Remodeled

2 bedrooms
Great loc. Garage avail.

Starting at  $639 deposit $199
Tom 715-280-0525

AAPPAAPPAARRAARR TTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXXTTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXX
445 Humphrey Cr. 

Beautiful
Fully Remodeled
1 or 2 Bedroom

Convenient location
Garage Available
Starting at $560

$199 Deposit
Tom

715-280-0525

Two-Bedroom apartment for rent on
Main Street, Shawano.  $475/month,

plus utilities. Call 715-524-6258.

HHOOMMEESS  FFOORR  SSAALLEEHHOOMMEESS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful
New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-home
estimates make it convenient to shop
from home. Professional Installation. Top
Quality - Made in the USA. Call for free
consultation: 877-544-2415 Ask about
our specials! (WCAN)

AAUUCCTTIIOONNSSAAUUCCTTIIOONNSS
Downsizing Auction Ardella Nelson &
late Wayne Nelson Saturday, May 14th
10:00am Sharp! 8:00am Inspection
Tractors, Pickup Truck; Dump Truck;
Dozer; Payloader; Tandem Axle Tag
Trailer; Gravity Box; Disk; Field
Cultivator; Pontoon Boat/Trailer;
Antiques, Household, Lawn/Garden,
More! see www.colbarbsauction.com for
details, photos, terms Col. Barb's Real
Estate & Auction llc   (920) 209-9774
Pontoon Boat/Trailer;  Antiques,
Household, Lawn/Garden, More! see
www.colbarbsauction.com for details,
photos, terms Col. Barb's Real Estate &
Auction llc   (920) 209-9774
RANDY BRINGE PROFESSIONAL
CARPENTER'S ONLINE AUCTION
Cabinet-Making Shop, Entire
Household, Industrial Tools, Large
Model Train Collection, RC Planes,
Chest Freezer, MORE!! Bid Now @
www.Superiorauction.Net. Inspection 5-
14-22. 877-864-2942. R.W.A 818.

Prepare for power outages today with a
GENERAC home standby generator $0
Money Down + Low Monthly Payment
Options Request a FREE Quote. Call
now before the next power outage: 1-
888-355-6955

715-526-6188
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O P I N I O N
YO U R  R I G H T  TO  K N OW

Ask lawmakers for the records they delete
If a legislator deletes an email, is it 

truly gone? Not necessarily.
On March 10, Dane County Circuit 

Judge Valerie Bailey-Rihn ordered As-
sembly Speaker Robin Vos to search 
for deleted emails that should have 
been preserved after an open records 
request from American Oversight, a 
watchdog group.

Weeks later, Vos’ team surrendered 
an astounding 20,000 emails recovered 
from the “deleted items” folders of 
government email accounts.

Obtaining records from state 
lawmakers can be especially difficult. 
Decades ago, the Wisconsin Legisla-
ture exempted itself from the state’s 
records retention statute. The smallest 
township in Wisconsin is required to 
keep some records for years, but the 
legislators and their staff can destroy 
records at will.

The state’s open records law states 
that, once a record has been requested, 
destroying it is illegal. If you make an 
open records request, even legislators 

need to pause 
their deletions to 
properly respond 
to your request.

Bailey-Rihn 
took this further, 
ordering Vos to 
search for records 
that had been 
deleted but were 
still retrievable. 

Steve Fawcett, Vos’s staff counsel, 
waited up to 13 days before he notified 
staff to stop deleting records that may 
have been responsive to American 
Oversight’s requests. On March 30, 
Bailey-Rihn found Vos in contempt of 
court in a different case, saying he and 
the Assembly had shown “a collective 
and abject disregard” of a prior order 
to produce the records.

Former Wisconsin Supreme Court 
Justice Michael Gableman, who was 
hired by Vos at taxpayer expense to 
search for evidence of fraud in the 
2020 election, was also ordered by a 

judge to stop deleting records.
The Wisconsin Legislative Council, 

the nonpartisan agency that gives legal 
and policy advice to the Legislature, 
concluded last year that Gableman’s 
Office of Special Counsel is subject to 
the records retention statutes, and yet 
it was continuing to delete records it 
decided were “irrelevant or useless” to 
its investigation.

As the Wisconsin Examiner re-
cently reported, the ability to request 
records that have been deleted opens 
up a new avenue for reporters and 
others seeking to hold public officials 
accountable — and perhaps provides 
an end-run around lawmakers’ ability 
to delete records.

“I’ve already changed my request 
template,” Amanda St. Hilaire, an 
investigative reporter at Fox6 WITI 
in Milwaukee who makes hundreds of 
records requests a year, told the news 
outlet. “I’ve never thought to request 
specifically deleted records because 
based on the way the law works, I al-

ways was under the impression that if 
they could retrieve those records, that 
would be responsive to my request.”

Jeff Ylvisaker, director of the Leg-
islative Technology Services Bureau, 
declined to answer my questions 
regarding its retention policies that 
might explain how much email is in 
their archives and perhaps still acces-
sible.

That’s unfortunate, because law-
makers shouldn’t be deciding which 
records to keep and which to destroy, 
a power that could be used to hide 
misconduct. Lawmakers’ exemption 
from the retention rules in place for 
everyone else should be eliminated.

Until then, citizens seeking to know 
what lawmakers are up to should be 
asking them to search the trash cans, 
too.

Your Right to Know is a monthly column distributed by 
the Wisconsin Freedom of Information Council (www.
wisfoic.org), a group dedicated to open government. 

John Foust is a council member and a computer 
consultant in Jefferson.

JOHN FOUST

G U E ST  CO L U M N

As Roe v. Wade in limbo, is it 1849 or 2022?
On May 2, a leaked draft opinion of 

the U.S. Supreme Court showed that 
our nation’s highest court intends to 
overturn Roe v. Wade, our constitu-
tional right to abortion.

The leaked opinion from the 
Supreme Court is an unacceptable 
roll back of our constitutional rights. 
It’s evidence of a frenzied effort from 
politicians and judges to restrict our 
freedom to choose, and continues a 
long-running war on women, health 
care and reproductive rights.

Right now, Roe v. Wade is the only 
thing standing between us and a 173-
year backslide in Wisconsin’s health 
care system. If the highest court’s 
draft opinion becomes final, Wiscon-
sin would revert back to a criminal 
abortion ban written into law in 1849.

This statute 
has not been 
enforceable since 
the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled abor-
tion was legal in 
the 1973 Roe v. 
Wade decision, 
but it was never 
repealed and 
remains on the 

books.
The 1849 law makes abortion il-

legal, even in cases of rape or incest, 
and would also threaten doctors who 
provide or facilitate abortions in Wis-
consin with felonies. It could force 
local clinics to close their doors for 
good, barring millions of Americans 
from access to essential medical care.

By punishing not only those who 
are in critical need of reproductive 
health care but also the medical pro-
fessionals giving them a safe choice, 
politicians and supreme court justices 
against Roe v. Wade are telling Wis-
consinites one thing: your body, their 
choice.

Twenty-six states would lose 
access to safe abortions if this draft 
opinion were to become final. That 
means 36 million women could be 
stripped of their right to make deci-
sions about their own bodies. Those 
36 million women aren’t strangers — 
they’re our neighbors, our friends, our 
children and people who make our 
communities what they are.

For now, abortion is still legal. The 
draft opinion that was leaked has no 

current legal authority, but attacks 
on reproductive freedom are real and 
significant. The high court is opening 
the door for politicians to impose new 
restrictions on people’s freedom to 
control their own bodies.

This is a wake-up call to come 
together to protect and support our 
friends and family members’ ability 
to decide if or when they become a 
parent.

No judge, no politician, no elected 
or partisan-appointed official should 
be able to take away our right to 
make personal medical decisions for 
ourselves, or take away our ability to 
decide if we want to start a family.

Chris Walloch is the executive director at A Better 
Wisconsin Together.

CHRIS WALLOCH

O P I N I O N  PA G E  P O L I C Y
NEW Media welcomes letters from its readers and wants to publish as many as possible. Letters should be no longer than 400 words and must be typed. The editor reserves the right 

to edit letters for accuracy, brevity and clarity. Please avoid personal attacks. Only one letter per writer will be published in a 14-day period, and letters from new writers will be considered 
first over more frequent participants. Longer pieces of up to 800 words will be considered for guest columns. All columns require a head shot of the author. All opinion pieces must be 
signed by the author, and an address and telephone number must be included for verification. No anonymous opinion pieces will be published under any circumstances. The best and 
most expedient way to send letters is by email to editor@newmedia-wi.com. Put “letter to the editor” in the subject line and send the text in the body of the email. Letters can also be sent 
by mail or delivered in person to 1464 E. Green Bay St., Shawano.
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CMN institute gets $650K sustainability grant
Recently the Bay and Paul Foun-

dation awarded $650,000 to the 
Sustainable Development Institute at 
College of Menominee Nation.

President Christopher Caldwell 
expressed his gratitude for the large 
gift.

“We are always deeply indebted 
to those who see the importance 
of our work as one of the nation’s 
35 accredited tribal colleges and 

universities,” Caldwell said. “Part 
of that work for the College of 
Menominee Nation includes the 
focus on sustainability that is led 
by our Sustainable Development 
Institute for over 25 years. SDI leads 
many projects to better understand 
human-environmental relationships, 
including Indigenous peoples and 
climate change.”

These funds will be distributed 

over two years of programming to 
initiate a revisiting of the theoretical 
model of sustainability and SDI as an 
institution.

Tom Kenote Jr., SDI director, is 
excited to use the Bay and Paul Foun-
dation’s support to develop a new era 
of SDI focus and work.

“We are excited for this next 
iteration of the Menominee Theoreti-
cal Model of Sustainability,” Kenote 

said. “We plan to host community 
dialogue sessions to reimagine what 
sustainable development looks like in 
today’s context. We also plan to use 
the funding to support operations 
here at the institute.”

The funds provided cover SDI 
staff costs to plan, implement, 
analyze and present community 
workshops and convening. Work has 
already begun.

Holt and Bascom Logging Camp Museum to reopen
The Holt and Balcom Logging 

Camp Museum in Lakewood will 
reopen on Memorial Day weekend. 
Maintenance and cleaning has been 
done by volunteer staff to ready the 
site for visitors.

A recoating of the camp is ex-
pected to be completed this summer 
by Mountain Log Homes, and Camp 
Manager Dave Zuleger’s to-do list 
also includes repairing two windows. 
The recoating is an expensive pro-
cedure, and donations are needed to 
cover the cost.

“We are so happy these schools 
will be able to join us this year,” said 
Bob Brown, school tours coordina-
tor. “The staff always enjoys seeing 
the excitement build as the children 
enjoy a unique hands-on interactive 
experience at the logging camp.”

Camp Director Kathleen Marsh 
reported that the museum lost one of 
its best school tour guides this past 
winter.

“Don Seifert was a loyal vol-
unteer staffer at Holt and Balcom. 
Each spring for the past decade, he 
was part of our team of school tour 
guides. Don’s face would light up as 

he watched fourth graders from area 
elementary schools bound off the bus 
and run across the lawn to enjoy a 
morning of living like a lumberjack.”

Seifert’s favorite part was patiently 
teaching the kids how to use a two-
man saw — repeating over and over 
that the key to success in sawing a log 
efficiently is to pull, not push, the saw, 
and to work as a team, Marsh said.

“To help them remember, Don 

would lead the kids in chants of ‘Pull! 
Pull! Pull!’” she said. “When the cut 
was almost made, he would have 
the kids yell out ‘Timber!’ — always 
aware that he would have to play the 
referee, as the wanna-be lumberjacks 
fought over who would be able to 
take home the cut piece as a souve-
nir.”

One of his proudest moments was 
being named Oconto County History 

Society Volunteer of the Year, she 
said.

“That award, which meant so 
much to him and to his wife, Barb, has 
never been given to a more deserv-
ing person,” Marsh said. “Just a few 
weeks ago, I saw him at a funeral 
and asked if he would help us out 
again this year. Without hesitation 
and wearing a big smile, he said, 
‘Of course.’ Some people cannot be 
spared. Don was one of them for us. It 
will not be the same out at the camp 
this spring without him.”

As in the past, the Logging Mu-
seum will be open 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturdays, Memorial Day through 
Labor Day. Special tours can also be 
arranged by calling Brown at 715-276-
3505 or Marsh at 715-276-6515.

The museum is grateful for dona-
tions from those who want to help 
keep the area’s logging heritage alive 
at the oldest logging camp in America 
still sitting where it was built, Marsh 
said. Tax-deductible contributions 
may be sent to: Kathleen Marsh, 
Director; Holt and Balcom Logging 
Camp Museum; 16965 Nicolet Road, 
Townsend, WI 54175.

The late Don Seifert, center with baseball cap, coaches students on how to use a two-person saw during 
a school trip to Holt and Bascom Logging Camp Museum.� CONTRIBUTED

USDA seeks proposals for wildlife enhancement initiative
The U.S. Department of Agricul-

ture is welcoming new and modified 
proposals from conservation part-
ners for the State Acres for Wildlife 
Enhancement initiative, a part of 
the Conservation Reserve Program 
focused on effectively managing wild-
life habitat.

USDA’s Farm Service Agency has 
expanded available practices under 
this initiative in response to feedback 
from partners.

“We are committed to offering a 
strong suite of voluntary conservation 
options through the Conservation 
Reserve Program,” said FSA Admin-

istrator Zach Ducheneaux. “In 2021, 
we made several updates to CRP to 
improve program participation and 
strengthen its climate benefits. As we 
work to build on those efforts, we’re 
now encouraging producers to help 
us strengthen the wildlife benefits of 
CRP through our SAWE initiative.”

Through SAWE, producers and 
landowners restore vital habitat in 
alignment with high-priority state 
wildlife conservation goals. Specifi-
cally, landowners establish wetlands, 
grasses, and trees. These practices 
are designed to enhance important 
wildlife populations by creating criti-

cal habitat and food sources. They 
also protect soil and water health by 
working as a barrier to sediment and 
nutrient run-off before they reach 
waterways.

To help improve the planning and 
implementation of the SAWE initia-
tive, FSA is adding two new practices 
with the assistance of USDA’s Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, 
FSA’s sister agency. In partnership 
with FSA, NRCS employees across 
the country provide CRP participants 
with critical conservation planning 
assistance, which will now include 
managing for early successional habi-

tat cover establishment or manage-
ment, and wildlife habitat planting.

These additional eligible practices 
will enable SAWE partners to better 
target a wide variety of wildlife spe-
cies, such as the Northern bobwhite, 
lesser prairie-chicken, and the New 
England cottontail.

As part of this year’s SAWE sign-
up, FSA will also authorize cost-share 
assistance for producers who would 
like to re-enroll acres in CRP but need 
assistance updating their vegetative 
cover to align with NRCS practice 
standards for early successional habi-
tat or wildlife planting.
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The true story behind 
an NBA legend

I’ve read biographies of some 
high-level professional athletes. 
Every one of them included chal-
lenges and perseverance. This week 
I chose “Where Tomorrows Aren’t 
Promised: A Memoir of Survival and 
Hope” by NBA star Carmelo Antho-
ny, with D. Watkins.

From the very first page it was 
easy to see that 
the basketball 
star’s life was 
grounded in love 
and loyalty but 
filled with loss 
and hurt. In this 
memoir, Car-
melo or “Melo” 
shares what 
shaped him as 
both a person 

and a player.
Carmelo was 2 years old when his 

father died of cancer. He knows that 
his dad was tall and a well-known 
activist in the Red Hook housing 
project in Brooklyn, New York. Car-
melo’s family consists of his mother, 
Mary, her husband, Deek, half-broth-
ers Justice (Robert) and Wilfred 
(Wolf), and sister, Michelle.

He never knew how she did it, but 
his mother always found a way to 
feed anyone who showed up hungry 
and welcomed anyone who needed 
a place to sleep. Mary was a deeply 
religious person but preferred to live 
her faith rather than forcing her kids 
to attend church.

Early on, Carmelo was able to 
hold his own with older boys on the 
basketball court. When his cousin 
Luck moved in, Carmelo had a fellow 
basketball phenom to help him up his 
game.

Carmelo loved the Red Hook. He 
loved the trips into New York for 
picnics and other low-cost activities 
and never wanted to leave, but he 
learned early that things can change 
in a heartbeat. Like many young men 
from the projects, Justice went to 
prison and Wolf disappeared into the 
city.

One day, his mother announced 
that they were moving to Baltimore. 
Suddenly Carmelo and Luck had to 
establish themselves in a new and 
dangerous housing project known as 
Murphy Homes. That entailed requi-
site fights and displays of confidence 
that Carmelo didn’t really feel.

The one place he and Luck could 
dominate was the basketball court. 
It was the one thing that offered a 
way out of grinding poverty, drugs 
and crime. Carmelo was keenly 
aware that he lacked the support and 
guidance of a father, so his coaches, 
teachers and older boys became 
his mentors. They helped him stay 
focused on his goals and gave him a 
sense of family.

By high school, he had had a 
reputation on the court and was 
pressured into attending Towson 
Catholic as scholarship student. Sur-
rounded by wealthy white kids and 
hostile white teachers, he was sorely 
tempted to forget about getting into 
college, but once again his mentors 
stepped in to steer him back toward 
his goal.

While he was struggling with 
school and overt racism, he got 
another blow. His beloved Luck was 
killed during a senseless argument. 
Carmelo wanted to grieve — needed 
to grieve — but had no place or way 
to do so. His only option was to 
channel his emotions into basketball.

His talent and hard work garnered 
a scholarship to Syracuse University. 
There he led the school to national 
championships, establishing it as a 
premier basketball school. But his 
coach could see that it was time for 
Carmelo to move on. In his sopho-
more year, Carmelo declared for the 
NBA draft and was selected by the 
Denver Nuggets.

Carmelo has had a stellar pro 
career, but he never forgot the 
challenges of his childhood. He 
has championed causes supporting 
equal rights and opportunities for 
all. Through the Carmelo Anthony 
Foundation, he continues to help 
other inner-city kids get a chance to 
rise above poverty, crime and racism 
and succeed in life.

Carmelo Anthony is a shining 
example of love and determination 
triumphing over great adversity. It 
was good to learn about the man 
behind the NBA star.

AT A GLANCE
BOOK: “Where Tomorrows Aren’t Promised: A 

Memoir of Survival and Hope”
AUTHOR: Carmelo Anthony with D. Watkins
PUBLISHER: Gallery Books
YEAR PUBLISHED: 2021
NUMBER OF PAGES: 208

JAN JONES
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Graduates’ bonds are 
everlasting at WBHS

In just a few weeks, we will once 
again be celebrating the culmination 
of another class’s journey through 
the Wittenberg-Birnamwood School 
District.

All of our graduating seniors will 
move on to new and exciting futures 
in their chosen interests. All will 
maintain close connections to the 
friends they have grown up with. 
They might not see each other for 
months, maybe years, but the bond 
established as a student right here 
in our halls and classrooms, on our 
fields and in our gyms, in our audito-
riumand in our commons, will hold 
true through whatever time elapses.

That’s the amazing thing about 
school. So much happens here in the 

relatively short 
time they attend, 
that the pride 
students leave 
here with and the 
bonds and friend-
ships they make 
are everlasting. 
They will always 
be a Charger, and 
that is something 
that each of them 
can look back on 

and hold fond memories of.
We’re proud of you, Class of 2022. 

Congratulations.

Garrett Rogowski is superintendent for the 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood School District.

GARRETT 
ROGOWSKI

H O N O R  R O L L S
TIGERTON HIGH SCHOOL

Third quarter
HIGHEST HONOR ROLL

Freshmen: Kyle A. Brady
HIGH HONOR ROLL

Seniors: Mary L. Kreklow
Juniors: Katelyn M. Berry, Tyler J. 

Dent, Michaela L. Gleason, Ryder P. 
Graham, Skyler Hauser, Mckenzie E. 
Miller, Abby E. Swartz, Colby L. Wanta

Sophomores: Elizabeth M. Steuck, 
Samantha Suehring

Seventh grade: Hailey R. Erdmann, 
Presley J. Stewart-Rolfs, Danika J. Tiller

Sixth grade: Renata E. Nordwig, Brett 
Tiller
HONOR ROLL

Seniors: Triton M. Elfert, Bethany L. 
Jobe, Elizabeth C. Robbins

Juniors: Asher I. Michaelis, Lenaiah R. 
Reichert

Sophomores: Isabella E. Dahlstrom, 
Carley L. Owen, Edythe M. Swanke

Freshmen: Rae Ann E. Strehlow, Isabell 
Zychowicz

Eighth grade: Lily F. Bloecher, Tanner 

Dent, Grace A. Laatsch
Seventh grade: Emily L. Rich
Sixth grade: Mason Breitenfeldt, 

Mylan B. Maas, Mya Smith
B HONOR ROLL

Seniors: Ezekiel M. Griepentrog, 
Hunter Jensen, Mackenzie B. Maas

Juniors: Andi J. Arrowood, Robert D. 
Burayi, Draven X. Harruff, Omarion M. 
Ramsey

Sophomores: Maycee J. Carlson, 
Mckenzie Hoffman, Loghan Wanta

Freshmen: Sienna J. Breaker, Jessica 
Burayi, Ethan L. Carlson, Gabriel J. 
Dahlstrom, Gavin T. Laatsch, Maverick C. 
Maas, James Schulz, Jade R. Selle, Scott 
S. Ziemer

Eighth grade: Samuel Anheuser, 
Cohen P. Buss, Caleb A. Dahlstrom, Logan 
L. Drews, Gavin S. Kielblock, Aaliyah 
S. Lederhaus, Nora Papiernik, Chevy R. 
Tessmer

Seventh grade: Ashley Awe, Myah M. 
Dent

Sixth grade: Jaelyn Brady, Roselyn N. 
Lehman, Finnley P. Swartz

Rummage sale season begins in Wittenberg

Rummage sale season started in Wittenberg as homes and businesses, including Wittenberg Seed Sales, 513 S. Howard St., Wittenberg, looked to sell clothes and other items on May 7.� LUKE REIMER | NEW MEDIA
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Wittenberg-Birnamwood’s Chase Krull follows through on a swing during a conference game against Bonduel on May 2 in Bonduel.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA



Mason Meverden pitched a gem 
to guide the Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood High School baseball team 
to a 5-0 Central Wisconsin Con-
ference-East Division victory over 
Bonduel on May 2 in Bonduel.

Meverden finished just one out 
shy of a complete game shutout. He 
instead settled for 6 2/3 impressive 
innings, scattering nine hits. He 
struck out six batters and walked 
just two.

“Just trusting the coaches and the 
pitches that they call, and then just 
executing the pitch,” said Meverden 
on what made him successful. “To 
go all the way through the whole 
game, you gotta be efficient and not 
walk people, and that’s what I tried 
to do, just throw strikes.”

He got some timely defensive 
plays behind him and the team’s of-
fense was eventually able to get him 
some run support.

The first inning was one of Bon-
duel’s best scoring chances after a 
leadoff double from Noah Weier. 
The Bears tried to bunt him to third, 
but the Chargers pounced on the 
ball and eventually got Weier out 
after a rundown. Later in the frame, 
Meverden got a flyout to strand run-
ners at first and third.

Bonduel’s Karson Stoss singled to 
open the third inning, but he never 
moved off the base as Meverden got 
a strikeout and two flyouts to escape 
the frame. Reece Stoltenow walked 
and Adam Beilfuss singled in the 
fourth inning for Bonduel, but Mev-
erden was able to pick off a runner 
at second base to end the threat.

Charlie Tauchen and Colin 
Margelofsky each singled in the fifth 
for Bonduel, but Meverden escaped 
the inning with a strikeout. Bennett 
Engel and Stoltenow singled to open 
the sixth, but a forceout followed 
by a double play ended the scoring 
chance.

Tauchen and Weier each tallied 
hits in the seventh against Mev-
erden, and he eventually went over 
100 pitches. Ben Wesolowski came 
on in relief and needed just two 
pitches to induce a game-ending 
groundout.

“We’ve been really consistent all 
year, not many errors,” said Mev-
erden. “So I pitched to contact — 
let them put it in play because I’m 
confident every single time that we 
can get them out. Our outfielders are 
great, they cover so much ground 
out there. It calms you down a lot.”

After stranding the bases loaded 
in the first two innings, Witt-Birn 
was able to push across the game’s 
first run in the third.

Max Fraaza and Evan Meverden 
were hit by pitches and Chase 
Krull walked to load the bases for 
the Chargers. Kaden Schmidt then 
walked to plate Fraaza.

While it ended up being the only 
run against Bonduel starting pitcher 
Mason Bohm, the visitors drove his 

pitch count up in a hurry and forced 
a pitching change in the third.

The Bears ended up using three 
pitchers in the contest in an effort 
to preserve some pitching for later 
games in the week.

“So they really made me throw 
strikes. They were really patient 
in the box,” said Bohm, who ended 
up getting the first seven outs. He 
walked four batters and hit three 
others while striking out three. “We 
were battling a tight zone all day — 
and they were too. I thought it was 
a pretty good zone, I just couldn’t 
hit it.”

In all, Witt-Birn drew nine walks, 
with Quinton Sippl having four of 
them.

Witt-Birn added two runs in the 

fourth, with Sippl walking and Ian 
Salvesen and Ben Wesolowski sin-
gling to load the bases at the start of 
the frame. Fraaza came through with 
a sacrifice flyout to plate Sippl, and 
then Pierson Potrykus grounded out 
to plate Salvesen.

In the sixth, a misplayed flyball 
and error on a grounder helped the 
Chargers score their final two runs. 
Wesolowski scored when Fraaza 
reached on the error. Fraaza later 
scored on a balk.

“This kept us in the running for 
first and second in conference, so 
we just have to play it that way I 
guess,” said Fraaza on what the win 
meant to the team.
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Meverden twirls gem in Chargers’ win
Witt-Birn blanks 

Bonduel
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

Wittenberg-Birnamwood’s Mason Meverden delivers a pitch during a CWC-East game against Bonduel on May 2 in Bonduel.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

sports@newmedia-wi.com



Bonduel High School senior Reece 
Stoltenow fulfilled a dream of his 
May 6 inside the high school’s gym 
when he signed a letter of intent to 
play basketball for Concordia Uni-
versity in Mequon.

“Playing college basketball has 
been a dream of mine ever since I’ve 
been growing up, so it’s really just a 
good day, a happy day,” said Stolte-
now.

Stoltenow said that his recruiting 
process picked up a lot of steam in 
his senior year.

“Over the summer I really put in a 
lot of hard work — got in the weight 
room, got in the gym a lot,” said 
Stoltenow. “Probably about the start 
of basketball season I started getting 
some looks from different colleges to 
come play basketball.

“Around December, we went 
down to Concordia to go look at the 
campus and meet the coaches and I 
just loved it there. I knew right there 
that that is where I wanted to go.”

The hard work over the summer 
paid off in a big way for Stoltenow, 
who had his best season as a senior.

After making the Central Wis-
consin Conference-East Division 

honorable mention team as a junior, 
Stoltenow jumped up to the first 
team as a senior. He put up averages 
of 16.7 points, 4.3 rebounds, 2.5 assists 
and 1.5 steals during the season.

Stoltenow knocked down 87 
3-pointers this winter, putting him 
amongst the state leaders in that 
statistic.

“What I’ll remember the most 
(about playing at Bonduel) is the team 
and the coaches I’ve been with along 
the way,” said Stoltenow. “I mean, it’s 
just been amazing. The bonds that 
we’ve built and the friendships that 
we’ve built will last forever.”

Concordia being a Lutheran 
school is something that appealed 
to Stoltenow after attending St. Paul 
in Bonduel growing up. Stoltenow 
played state games at Concordia, so 
it became a dream of his to go there.

Stoltenow added that during his 
visit, everyone associated with the 
program “was really nice. It was just 
amazing there.”

While the team didn’t specify 
what role he might serve in the years 
to come, Stoltenow is excited to get 
on campus, prove his worth and 
enjoy the experience.

Concordia is coming off a 14-
11 season and 11-6 run through 
the Northern Athletics Collegiate 
Conference. The team tied for first 
place with Concordia Chicago and St. 
Norbert.

Instead of signing his letter while 
others looked on, Stoltenow had fam-
ily members, coaches, teammates and 
friends sit and stand alongside him as 
he signed.

“My parents have really been 
the driving factor in all my things,” 
said Stoltenow. “Me and my dad, we 
come down here and shoot, we work 
out all the time. My mom supports 
me in everything that I do. Obviously 

my grandparents are there for me 
all the time too, and it’s wonderful 
to have those kind of people there in 
your life.”
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Stoltenow to continue basketball career at Concordia
Playing in college 
lifelong dream for 

Bonduel senior
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

sports@newmedia-wi.com

Bonduel’s Reece Stoltenow, center, signs a letter of intent to Concordia University with his parents Dan, left, and Julie looking on May 6 in Bonduel.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA
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The Gresham Community High 
School baseball team fell behind 
early and eventually lost 15-3 in 
five innings to Manawa in a Central 
Wisconsin Conference-North Divi-
sion contest May 5 in Gresham.

Manawa seized control of the 
contest with a seven-run first in-
ning. The visitors had their first 
eight batters reach and drew five 
walks in the frame. Gresham also 
gifted Manawa a couple runs on 
misplayed balls.

The visitors continued to tack 
on to their lead and led 15-0 before 
Gresham was able to score in the 
fourth and fifth innings.

In the fourth frame, Lukas Pecore 
started the inning with a single and 
came around to score after four 
walks. Wesley Thiex drew the bas-
es-loaded walk to force in Pecore.

Gresham was able to end the 
game positively with two runs in 
the fifth. Belasaire Vele battled at 
the plate before drawing a walk, 
and then Pecore crushed a two-run 
homer to left field.

“We just use it as motivation,” 
said Vele of the late runs against 
Manawa. “We want to win the 
conference this year. Might be a 
little tough, but we’re just going to 
keep going hard and we’ll see what 
happens.”

After scoring late, Gresham is 
now focused on figuring out a way 
to have its offense show up earlier 
in games so they aren’t playing 
from behind.

“We got to hype up our team, 
talk a lot more, encourage,” said 
Pecore, who added the team was 
still very young.

Although it wasn’t able to score 
until the later innings, Gresham had 
some other scoring chances.

Bryson Nelson and Pecore each 
singled in the first inning, but a 
strikeout on a check swing ended 
the frame.

Blade Hoffman singled to open 
the third, stole second and then 
moved up to third on a groundout, 
but he was doubled off third on a 
Vele lineout to the pitcher.

Gresham used three pitchers 
to get through the contest. Jack 
Haffner started but was unable to 
record an out. Kale James came on 
in relief and worked into the fourth 
inning before Robert Kaquatosh got 
the final six outs.

“I mean, we got to start out on 
top. Our pitchers have to throw 
strikes, and the defense has to play 
defense,” said Pecore on how to 
team can improve at the start of 
games.

Along with his homer and two 
runs scored, Pecore ended up with 
three of the team’s five hits.

“We just got to be strong,” said 
Vele. “We have to get out funda-
mentals down, getting the easy 
plays that we can get. Getting in 
and out of the inning, getting the 
bats going — that helps a lot to ei-
ther get a lead or stay in the game.”
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Gresham unable to overcome early deficit
Pecore’s homer 
sparks Wildcats 
late in contest

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

Gresham’s Bryson Nelson runs toward first base during the team’s CWC-North game against Manawa on 
May 5 in Gresham.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA sports@newmedia-wi.com
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AT H L E T E  P R O F I L E :  E L I Z A B E T H  KA RY

Shawano senior leading with positivity
Every high school team needs 

athletes to be positive role models 
and lead the team on and off the 
field. Elizabeth Kary is one of those 
athletes for the Shawano Commu-
nity High School softball team, and 
she also produces at the plate and 
in the field.

Kary plays catcher for the 
Hawks and bats in the heart of the 
team’s lineup.

She is coming off a junior season 
in which she made the Bay Confer-
ence first team. After her senior 
season wraps up, she plans to join 
the Milwaukee Area Technical Col-
lege softball team in the years to 
come.

Q: When did your interest in 
softball begin?

A: When I was 8 years old.
Q: What is your favorite part 

about the softball season?
A: Being able to spend time with 

my team and being able to com-
pete against the great competition 
within our conference.

Q: What has the game of soft-
ball taught you over the years?

A: How putting time and effort 
into something can greatly improve 
your skill level.

Q: After a big junior season, 
what kind of individual goals 
do you have set for yourself this 
spring?

A: I had a great season last year 
hitting wise, and I set a goal this 
year to do even better then I did 
last year.

Q: As the season winds down, 
what are the team’s keys to suc-
cess?

A: We need to stay grounded, 
and we need to make sure we come 
mentally prepared for every game.

Q: You plan on playing soft-
ball for Milwaukee Area Techni-
cal College in the future. With 
that in mind, what are you doing 

to try and cherish your final high 
school season?

A: I’m trying to have as much 
fun as possible with the people I get 
to play with. I know I’m going to 
miss the younger girls the most, so 
I’m trying to do everything I can to 

make memories with them.
Q: As a senior, how do you 

lead the rest of the team?
A: I try to make sure I keep a 

positive attitude at all times. When 
you get negative, that’s when things 
start to spiral out of control.

Q: Before a game starts, do 
you or the team have any rou-
tines or rituals you go through?

A: We have a team huddle where 
one of us gives a little speech. Our 
infield also has a little huddle be-
fore the game starts. 

I also am very superstitious, and 
I refuse to change my lucky socks 
and I draw a “GP” in the dirt before 
my first at bat.

The “G” stands for Georgia, 
who was my sister that passed, and 
“P” stands for Pete, who was my 
grandfather who passed. When I 
play, I play for them. It’s my little 
reminder that they’re still around 
watching me.

Q: What’s your favorite 
memory of competing on the 
Shawano softball team?

A: Camping with my travel team 
when we were younger.

Q: Favorite movie, TV show 
and musical artist?

A: Movie — “Son in Law.” TV 
show — “Psych.” Musical artist — 
Doja Cat

Q: Name one thing about 
yourself that not many people 
know.

A: I really love musicals. I have a 
whole playlist dedicated to differ-
ent songs from different musicals.

Q: What are some things you 
hope to accomplish after gradu-
ating high school?

A: I want to travel all over the 
world and have a career I love and 
a cool dog that comes with me 
everywhere.

AT A GLANCE
Athlete: Elizabeth Kary
Sport: Softball
Positions: Catcher
School: Shawano Community High School
Year: Senior

Shawano’s catcher Elizabeth Kary makes a throw during the team’s win over Clintonville on April 18 in 
Shawano.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA
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Dual-sport athlete excelling this spring
Wittenberg-Birnamwood High 

School senior Calvin Scheurer is 
enjoying a big spring as an athlete. He 
serves as one of the boys golf team’s 
top individuals and also pitches for 
the baseball team.

He led the golf team and finished 
as the medalist during a Central 
Wisconsin Conference meet on May 
2 at Greenwood Hills Country Club in 
Wausau. He also led the team at the 
Bonduel Invite on April 29 at Golden 
Sands Golf Course in Cecil and the 
Weymont Invite on April 21 at Wey-
mont Run Country Club in Weymont.

Scheurer tossed five innings 
against to earn a CWC-East win for 
the baseball team on April 28. He 
worked four innings and got the 
win in a CWC crossover win over 
Manawa on April 19.

Q: When did your interest in 
golf and baseball begin?

A: I have always had an interest 
in baseball since I was little. But I 
started to pick up golf when I was 
about 11 years old. I give that credit to 
my grandpa (Bill Scheurer), which is 
who I learned the game from.

Q: What is your favorite part 
about the spring sports season?

A: Usually it’s finally being able to 
get outside after a cold winter, but we 
weren’t so lucky this spring. But one 
of my other favorites about the spring 
season is, hands down, definitely the 
golf bus rides.

Q: What has golf and baseball 
taught you over the years?

A: Baseball has taught me multiple 
things, but one thing to point out is 
the level of respect and discipline the 
game has taught me over the years. 
Golf, on the other hand, no matter 
how bad you are playing, getting mad 
at yourself is not gonna make it better. 
Personally, I believe golf is more of a 
mental than physical sport.

Q: It’s not easy to play multiple 

sports in a single season, let alone 
perform well in both. How are you 
pulling it off?

A: First, you definitely have to 
make time to practice both sports. So 
basically the grind never stops, and 
I’m very glad I am able to make both 
sports work.

Q: Talk about how golf and 
baseball overlap and makes play-
ing both at the same time a bit 
easier for you.

A: Golf and baseball overlap quite 

a bit. Given that golf is my primary 
sport, my free days are usually filled up 
with baseball games. It is nice because 
not only am I out of school a lot, if I 
struggle one day, I am able to get away 
for a little bit and play another sport.

Q: What kind of individual ac-
complishments are you striving 
for in each sport this spring?

A: For golf, I would like to win 
conference player of the year. But as 
far as baseball, every time I take the 
start on the mound, I am just looking 

to put a W in the books.
Q: Before a game or meet starts, 

do you or your teams have any 
routines or rituals you go through?

A: Nothing much for baseball, but 
for golf I like to start every morning 
with a McDonald’s breakfast sand-
wich and a mocha coffee.

Q: What are the keys to success 
for both your teams as the spring 
season begins to wind down?

A: Our golf success comes from 
playing our own game and not worry-
ing about others and being able to for-
get the bad shots. For baseball, given 
that we have a pretty solid defense, 
when we are able to get the bats to 
rally, we are able to produce wins.

Q: What’s your favorite 
memory of competing on the 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood golf and 
baseball teams?

A: Our 2021 conference champs for 
golf was 100% my favorite memory. 
Baseball would definitely have to be 
the dugout environment.

Q: Favorite movie, TV show 
and musical artist?

A: Movie — The “Rocky” series. 
TV show — “The Crush with Lee & 
Tiffany.” Music artist — Thomas Rhett

Q: Name one thing about your-
self that not many people know.

A: I am very quiet and humble in 
person.

Q: What are some things you 
hope to accomplish after graduat-
ing high school?

A: After graduating high school, 
I hope to get my associate degree in 
criminal justice and become a police 
officer a couple years down the road.

AT A GLANCE
Athlete: Calvin Scheurer
Sport: Baseball and golf
Baseball position: Pitcher
School: Wittenberg-Birnamwood High School
Year: Senior

Wittenberg-Birnamwood’s Calvin Scheurer putts during the Bonduel Invite on April 29 at Golden Sands 
Golf Course in Cecil.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA



The Gresham/Bowler boys and 
girls track and field teams each scored 
80 points to place second at the 
Weyauwega-Fremont Invitational on 
May 5 in Weyauwega.

The Tigerton girls came in third 

with 44 points, while Marion took 
seventh with six points.

Emmitt Kietlinski led the Gresham/
Bowler boys with three top finishes. 
He won the triple jump (40 feet, 8½ 
inches), long jump (18-4) and high 
jump (6-3). Kellen Pingel was the top 

finisher in the boys discus (120-10).
For the girls co-op, it was Valarie 

Cerveny and Hannah Cerveny lead-
ing the way. Hannah Cerveny posted 
a mark of 14-6 to win the long jump, 
while Valarie Cerveny had a distance 
of 34-3½ to win the shot put.

Tigerton’s Elizabeth Robbins won 
the girls 200-meter dash in 28.73 
seconds. She was also first in the triple 
jump with a top leap of 28-2.

Bridget Much had Marion’s top 
individual finish, placing fourth in the 
100 hurdles in 24.27 seconds.

Bowler High School senior Morgan 
Paiser took the next step in her ath-
letic career when she signed a letter 
of intent to play softball at St. Norbert 
College on May 3 in front of family, 
teammates, coaches and classmates 
inside the school’s gymnasium.

“It means a lot,” said Paiser after 
signing. “There’s been a lot of tears, 
especially the last couple days. It’s 
kind of like it’s hit. Ten years of lots of 
hard work, countless nights out on the 
field hitting balls. It’s finally paid off.”

Paiser’s recruitment process wasn’t 
a quick one. It wasn’t until a second 
visit to St. Norbert that the Bowler 
athlete decided that’s where she 
wanted to continue playing.

“The coach (JoAnn Krueger) was 
just so welcoming. She felt like a 
grandma (to me),” said Paiser while 
chuckling. “She’s just so nice.”

Paiser, who also played volleyball 
and basketball at Bowler, added that 
the St. Norbert campus also appealed 
to her, and having the school be 
“close to home” was also a plus.

While Paiser’s high school career 
has been hampered by the pandemic 

and some shortened springs because of 
inclement weather, she’s left her mark.

As a junior, Paiser landed on the 

Central Wisconsin Conference-North 
Division honorable mention team. 
She drove in eight runs and clubbed 

six doubles during the conference 
portion of the season to help nab that 
honor, and ended up finishing near 
the top of the conference in RBIs for 
the entire spring.

This spring has added another 
dimension to Paiser’s high school 
career, with Gresham athletes joining 
the softball team to form a co-op.

Bowler was able to schedule the 
signing at a time when both her 
Bowler teammates and new Gresham 
teammates could be in attendance, 
which Paiser enjoyed greatly.

“It was actually nice that we got 
Gresham here,” said Paiser, adding 
there were issues earlier in the week.

“It was comforting knowing I have 
a family backing me up no matter 
what.”

With the high school softball 
season still ongoing, there’s time for 
Paiser to continue making memories. 

She said she’s hit a few home 
runs in her lifetime, but hopes to hit 
a grand slam before she heads off to 
college.

After her high school career comes 
to a close, Paiser will continue putting 
in the work so she can earn a promi-
nent role on the St. Norbert team.

The Green Knights senior first 
baseman will leave after this season, 
and the coaching staff believes Paiser 
could be the one taking over that spot 
in the years to come. She also said 
third base would be another option.
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Bowler’s Paiser commits to St. Norbert
Panther set to join 

Green Knights 
softball team

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

Bowler’s Morgan Paiser, right, signs her letter of intent to St. Norbert as her softball coach Alison Van 
Grinsven looks on May 3 at Bowler High School.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

sports@newmedia-wi.com
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Gresham/Bowler teams each 2nd at Weyauwega-Fremont Invitational
By NEW MEDIA STAFF



The Lena High School baseball 
team suffered a tough 13-12 loss to 
Marinette & Oconto Conference foe 
Wausaukee on May 6 in Lena.

The contest looked to be a 
pitcher’s duel through three innings 
before turning into a slugfest in the 
final three frames. The lead switched 
hands several times over the final 
couple innings, and Lena eventually 
came up a run short.

“We just got to take out of it to 
make the plays we can and get better 
every day,” said Logan Shallow who 
started on the mound and pitched the 
first five innings. “We fought hard and 
we were in it the whole time, we just 
couldn’t pull it out.”

After Shallow worked a 1-2-3 first 
inning, Lena took advantage of some 
Wausaukee miscues to go ahead 3-0 
in the bottom of the first. Logan Graef 
singled before Shallow walked, and 
both scored after a Lane Whiting 
sacrifice bunt turned into an error. 
Whiting stole third base and then 
scampered home after a throwing er-
ror for the third run.

Wausaukee was able to scratch 
across a run in the third frame, but 
Lena still appeared to be in control.

Things changed in a hurry in the 
fourth, when Wausaukee plated five 
runs to go ahead 6-3. A couple of er-
rors and misplays in the field aided 
the big inning, with every run scoring 
with two outs.

“We just made too many mistakes, 
bad throws. We just gotta throw the 
ball,” said Whiting, referencing a 
couple times fielders hesitated before 
making a throw, which cost the team 
a couple potential outs.

“We just have to think about what 
we’re gonna do before the play hap-
pens. We just have to keep practicing 
hard and learn from our mistakes.”

Lena wasn’t going to go down 
without a fight though, rattling off six 
runs in its half of the fourth to take a 
9-6 lead.

Logan Shallow drove in Bryce 
Kittredge and Tyler Shallow before 
Whiting put another ball in play 
that was misplayed by Wausaukee, 
allowing Graef and Shallow to score. 
Anthony Seefeldt plated Whiting on 

a double, and then came around to 
score when Luke Misco tripled on a 
flyball to right.

The wild contest continued with 
Wausaukee tallying two runs in the 
fifth off some more Lena miscues. 
Logan Shallow capped his day with a 
couple strikeouts and a groundout to 

escape with a lead still.
Tyler Shallow pitched next for 

Lena and worked into the seventh 
inning. He surrendered a run in the 
sixth, but the Wildcats got the lead 
back with a run of their own in the 
sixth.

Sam Marquardt singled in Whiting 

with two outs to make it a 10-9 game.
Wausaukee was able to capitalize 

on a couple more Lena misplays in 
the seventh and scored four times. 
Tyler Shallow pitched to two batters 
before Graef came on and worked the 
rest of the inning.

Down three, Lena continued to 
fight until the end.

Kittredge walked before Tyler Shal-
low and Graef singled to load the bas-
es. With two outs and two strikes on 
him, Whiting kept the Wildcats’ hopes 
alive with a two-RBI single, scoring 
Kittredge and Shallow. Seefeldt then 
walked to load the bases again.

Marquardt was the next batter, and 
ripped what looked to be the game-
winning hit to center, only to have the 
ball hang up long enough in the air for 
the Wausaukee center fielder to make 
the catch and end the contest.

“The fact that the guys kept their 
fight was very impressive,” said Logan 
Shallow. “It shows a lot to how much 
it means to them that they stayed in it 
and didn’t get discouraged.”
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Wildcats fall just short in wild conference game
Miscues hurt Lena 

against Wausaukee
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor
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Lena’s Sam Marquardt looks on after hitting the ball during the team’s M&O game against Wausaukee on May 6 in Lena.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

Lena’s Logan Graef pitches during the team’s M&O game against Wausaukee on May 6 in Lena.
� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA



The Shawano Community High 
School boys and girls track and field 
teams each placed first at a Bay Con-
ference quad on May 3 in Green Bay.

The boys team accumulated 112 
points, while the girls scored 108 
points.

Elliott Lowney placed first in 
three events to lead the Shawano 

boys. He won the long jump with a 
leap of 19 feet, 1 inch. Lowney also 
won the 100- and 200-meter dashes, 
with times of 11.32 seconds and 22.9 
seconds, respectively.

Jackson Smits claimed first in the 
shot put (39-8) and discus (145-0) for 
the Hawks. Riley Siegfried was the 
top finisher in the pole vault (10-6), 
Will Chelberg was first in the 1,600 
(4:43.73), and Brandon Reed placed 

first in the 110 hurdles (17.88).
Drake Herm, Jayden Pinero, 

Lucas Nuthals and Logan Korth 
teamed up for first place in the 
4x100 relay (47.93). Alec White, 
Connor Chelberg, Andon Chel-
berg and Jaymin Boivin formed the 
first-place finishing 4x400 relay 
(3:52.29).

On the girls side, it was Isabel 
Roloff leading the way. She won 

the 100 (12.87), 200 (27.61) and pole 
vault (10-6).

Grace Chelberg was the top 
finisher in the 800 (2:32.08) and 
1,600 (5:38.21) and teamed up with 
Grace Beyer, Adalyn Barkley and 
Lily Guenther for first in the 4x400 
(4:32.54).

Piper Novitski placed first in the 
100 hurdles (17.99), and Makenna 
Bubolz won the long jump (16-0¼).

The Shawano and Pulaski boys golf 
teams each competed in the Oneida 
Classic on May 2 at Oneida Golf and 
Country Club in Green Bay, placing 
seventh and ninth, respectively.

Shawano earned a team score of 
337 for its seventh-place finish. Pulaski 
came in ninth with its score of 352.

De Pere and West De Pere each had 
scores of 313 to finish as the top teams. 
Ashwaubenon posted a 326, Bay Port 
a 331 and two Notre Dame teams had 
332s to fill out the top five. Green Bay 
Preble was eighth with a mark of 342, 
while Seymour and Green Bay South-
west rounded things outs with scores 
of 391 and 406, respectively.

Even though it finished outside the 
top five with its team score, Shawano 
had two golfers place among the top 
10 individuals. Kaden Marcell fired 
an 18-hole round of 76 to take fifth 
outright, while Owen Moesch tied for 
10th with a round of 79.

“I feel like today what kept my 
round going was my confidence level 
and my mental game,” said Marcell. 
“I never really got down on myself 
today and when I did, I got right back 
into it. My putting was the strong suit 
today, also.”

“Today, I was able to hit around 
50% of greens in regulation and 
around 62% of fairways off the tee,” 
said Moesch. “So, I would say that my 
accuracy off the tee and my ability 
to give myself birdie putts by hitting 
greens in regulation allowed me to 
place as well as I did.”

Akrin Verhein fired a round of 88 

for the Hawks. Gage Gorman carded a 
94 and Ayden Hale a 99 to round out 
the five-golfer team.

“I feel like this gives our team 
a very good idea of what regionals 
will look like and what it will take to 
advance,” said Marcell, who added 
the classic was beneficial in preparing 
the team for 18-hole meets and what 
challenges those meets present.

“My team and I learned that every 
stroke is important and contrib-
utes equally among ourselves,” said 
Moesch. “Even though all five guys 
may not be playing well, every stroke 
from every person on the team is 
critical for us to place well in meets. 
We will definitely take that thought 
in consideration when playing in 
upcoming matches.”

Colin Schultz was Pulaski’s top 
finisher at the classic, firing a round of 
83. He credited his chipping for help-
ing him to the strong round.

Dylan Carley was second on the 
team with a round of 86.

“The first nine holes, I really had a 
tough time hitting my irons from 150 
yards in,” said Carley. “I really had to 
get my head in the game if I wanted to 
turn in a score to help out my team.

“On my eighth hole, I turned things 
around with the first par of the day. 
With this first par under my belt I 
was able to turn my bogeys from the 
previous holes into pars, turning my 
score around.”

Connor Burant carded a round of 
90 for the Red Raiders, while Dixon 
Holewinski was three shots back 
at 93. Zachary Valeria was the fifth 
golfer on the team, posting a score of 
98.

Unlike Shawano’s lineup that 
boasted five seniors, Pulaski’s includ-
ed no seniors and just one junior.

“The team learned that nothing is 
going to come easy,” said Schultz.
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Hawks finish 7th, Red Raiders 9th at Oneida Classic
Marcell, Moesch 

lead Shawano
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

Shawano’s Gage Gorman follows through on a shot during the Oneida Classic on May 2 at Oneida Golf 
and Country Club in Green Bay.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA
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Shawano boys, girls teams dominant at Bay Conference quad
By NEW MEDIA STAFF
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Pulaski 5
Cecil 4

Hunter Larson hit a walk-off 
home run to lift Pulaski past Cecil 
on May 8 in Pulaski. Larson finished 
with three hits.

Garrett Kaczrowski, Kendall 
Kaczrowski and Cody Pangrazzi 
pitched for Pulaski, with Pangrazzi 
earning the win after tossing two 
innings.

Cole Anderson took the loss for 
Cecil after working an inning. Isaac 
Boldt started and struck out eight 
batters across seven innings. 

Jake Sager, Grant Bouche and 
Garrett Engel each had two hits for 

the Mudhens.

Bonduel 4
Navarino 2

Bonduel rallied past Navarino 
on May 8 in Bonduel. The Broncos 
scored all four runs in the eighth 
after the Rangers tallied two runs in 
the top of the frame.

Adam Frost and Hunter Vander-
Linden each drove in two runs 
for Bonduel. Frost had two of the 
team’s six hits.

Wyatt Reinke earned the win on 
the mound after striking out five 
batters across the final two innings. 
Jack Reinke struck out four batters 
across seven scoreless frames.

Ryan Boettcher took the loss on 
the mound for Navarino after pitch-

ing the entire game. At the plate, 
Matt Krause had three hits, while 
Boettcher doubled twice.

Waupaca 24
Nichols 1

Waupaca rolled to a win over 
Nichols on May 8 in Nichols. The 
Lakeman outhit the Nitros 19-1.

Ryan Joseph led the way for 
Waupaca, driving in five runs on 
three hits and also scoring three 
times. Luke Russell had two hits, 
three RBIs and two runs, while 
Jason Ellie, Johnny Popham, Ryan 
Dayton and Brady Johnson drove in 
two runs each. Ellie, Popham, Walk-
er Smith and Tyler Dayton scored 
three times each.

Cam Seidl started and struck out 

eight batters across four innings. 
Joseph got the win after striking out 
four across two innings, and Russell 
got the final three outs.

Waupaca 14
Bonduel 5

Waupaca opened its season with 
a convincing win over Bonduel on 
May 1 in Waupaca.

Wes Austin drove in three runs 
for Waupaca, while Johnny Popham 
drove in a pair. Ryan Makuski and 
Jason Ellie each had three hits.

Cam Seidl started and struck out 
six batters across four innings. Luke 
Behm got the win after working two 
frames, and Jim Nighbor sealed up 
the win by striking out three batters 
over three innings.

Northern Division
Aniwa 13
Wittenberg 10

Aniwa earned a high-scoring win 
over Wittenberg on May 8 in Aniwa.

Nolan Hoppe finished with six hits, 
including two doubles and a homer, to 
lead Aniwa at the plate. Wade Farmer 
homered and had two hits, while 
Hunter Gipp and Cory Mortenson also 
posted two hits each.

Hoppe also picked up the win on 
the mound. James Tomson was dealt 
the loss for Wittenberg.

Noah Cole homered and had four 
hits for Wittenberg, while Preston 
Bagley also clubbed a homer. Keegan 
Miller chipped in three hits.

Eland 14
Hatley 1

Eland rolled to a win over Hatley 
on May 8 in Eland.

Tyler Nelson picked up the win for 
Eland, while Tanner Kocher suffered 
the loss.

Eland outhit Hatley 6-3.

Elderon 16
Birnamwood 8

Elderon doubled up Birnamwood to 
start its season with a win on May 8 in 
Birnamwood.

No other stats were available at 
press time.

South Central Division
New London 2
Plover 1

New London edged Plover on May 
8 in Plover.

Chevn Aus tossed six scoreless 
innings to pick up the win over New 
London.

Dylan Moeller drove in both of the 
team’s runs, while Landen Guyette and 
Austin Warren had two hits each.

Derek Lemmens had three hits for 
Plover. Zack Hintz was dealt the loss. 

Scandinavia 19
Green Lake 9 (7 inn.)

Scandinavia eased to a win over 
Green Lake on May 8 in Scandinavia.

Caleb Bembenek drove in six runs 
on four hits to power Scandinavia’s of-
fense. Jesse Dickert homered, drove in 
two runs and finished with three hits, 
while Gavin Erbes also drove in two 
runs on three hits.

Sterling Lutz picked up the win on 
the hill after striking out seven batters 
across six innings.

Carter Rhode took the loss for 
Green Lake. Damien Netzler drove in 
three runs on two hits, while Jordan 
Bucholz and Cole Boge had two hits 
each.

Scandinavia 12
New London 1

Scandinavia opened its season win 
a lopsided win over New London on 
May 1 in New London.

Sterling Lutz struck out seven bat-

ters across seven innings to earn the 
win on the mound.

Joe Strigel led Scandinavia with 
three hits, while Gavin Erbes and 
Braden Hunkins had two hits each.

Colby Schmude drove in New Lon-
don’s run. Myles Parker was the losing 
pitcher.

Weymont 16
Plover 6 (8 inn.)

Weymont knocked off Plover on 
May 1 in Weymont.

Alex Niles was credited with four 
RBIs for Weymont. Tyler Wetzel 
drove in a pair, while Adam Krause 
had three hits and scored four runs.

Wetzel earned the win after pitch-
ing five innings. Zack Hintz was dealt 
the loss for Plover.

Plover’s Levi Baerwolf drove in two 
runs.

Troy Springborn picked up his 
second feature win of the young sea-
son during racing action at Shawano 
Speedway on May 7.

Springborn won the Late Model 
feature race again after accomplishing 
the feat on opening night April 23.

Jayden Schmidt won the IMCA 
Modified feature, while Tyler So-
biesczyk claimed first in the IMCA 

Sport Mod feature. Trent Nolan was 
first in the IMCA Stock Car divi-
sion, and Tanner Westphal crossed 
the finish line first in the Mighty 4 
feature.

Luke Postl took second in the Late 
Model feature, with Ron Berna, Nick 
Anvelink and Joel Bennett rounding 
out the top five.

Jordan Bartz followed Schmidt to 
the finish line. Kevin Feck claimed 
third, with Brekken Kleinschmidt 

taking fourth and Jerry Muenster 
fifth.

Sobiesczyk moved up 10 posi-
tions from his original starting spot 
to claim the IMCA Sport Mod win. 
Matthew Radtke settled for second, 
with Max Oreskovich in third after 
moving up 12 spots. Kevin Bethke 
and Jeffery Teske rounded out the 
top five, with Teske also maneuver-
ing past 12 cars.

Nolan worked his way past seven 

cars to win the IMCA Stock Car 
feature. Kyle Frederick accomplished 
the same feat to take second. Travis 
Van Straten, Vern Stedjee and Dylan 
Stedjee capped the top five.

Westphal moved up six positions 
to claim his win. Carl King grabbed 
second, and Lucas Hacker took third. 
Calvin Stueck and Brad Wedde fin-
ished fourth and fifth, respectively.

Full results can be found at www.
myracepass.com/tracks/1874.
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Springborn victorious for 2nd straight week
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

B A B A  H I G H L I G H T S
By NEW MEDIA STAFF ONLINE

Visit www.bababaseball.com/index.html for up-
to-date standings and statistics from the BABA.

DA I RY L A N D  L E A G U E  H I G H L I G H T S
By NEW MEDIA STAFF



The Wittenberg-Birnamwood 
High School girls track and field 
team accumulated 150 points to win 
the Wittenberg-Birnamwood Invita-
tional on May 2 in Wittenberg.

The Witt-Birn boys placed fourth 
with 91 points, while Bonduel came 
in fifth with 68 points. The Gresham/
Bowler boys took seventh with 40½ 
points.

The Bonduel girls came in third 

with 108 points, while Gresham/
Bowler was sixth with 34 points.

Reese Rogowski led the Witt-Birn 
girls team with first-place finishes in 
the 100-meter dash (12.9 seconds), 
200 (26.34), 400 (58.4) and long jump 
(17 feet, 4 inches).

Jalynn Horacek, Allison Linke, 
Faith Resch and Kit Stewart teamed 
up for the top finish in the 4x100 
relay (55.67). Horacek also won the 
triple jump (33-1¾).

Simon Schairer placed first in 

the 400 (53.96) to lead the Witt-Birn 
boys. Jacob Tomlinson was the top 
finisher in the shot put (41-8½).

Schairer was also on the 4x400 
relay team that took first in 3:47.01. 
Alex Centeno, Connor Groshek and 
Craig Wendel filled out the team.

Bonduel’s 4x800 boys relay 
team of Parker Perry, Ayden Dunst, 
Ben O’Brien and Karter Schroeder 
teamed up for first in 9:50.2.

Ashlyn Kurey was the top finisher 
in the girls 1,600 (5:52.65) for the 

Bears, while Gaven Vance won the 
boys 200 (23.71).

Gresham/Bowler’s 4x200 girls re-
lay team of Hannah Cerveny, Willow 
Demaskie, Valarie Cerveny and Ire-
land Jensen claimed first in 2:04.28.

Gresham/Bowler’s Emmitt Kiet-
linski placed first in the boys high 
jump (6-0) and triple jump (42-6½).

Marion and Wolf River Lutheran 
also had athletes in action, but nei-
ther team had top-eight finishers to 
earn any team points.
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Wittenberg-Birnamwood girls win home invitational
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UW-Platteville
Pulaski High School graduate 

Kayla Lipsey placed eighth in the 
women’s heptathlon while compet-
ing for the UW-Platteville track 
and field team during the WIAC 
Outdoor Championships on May 6 
and 7.

Lipsey placed 
fifth in the 
200-meter dash 
with a time of 
27.38 seconds 
and was sixth in 
the javelin throw 
with a top toss of 
28.09 meters.

She also 
placed ninth in 
the 100 hurdles 
(17.37) and long 

jump (4.69 meters), 10th in the 800 
(2:40.23), 11th in the high jump (1.36 
meters) and 13th in the shot put 
(7.36 meters).

UW-River Falls
Shawano grad Jewel Waupeke-

nay played in all four of the UW-
River Falls softball team’s games 
last week.

In a loss to UW-Platteville on 
May 2, Waupekenay posted a hit. 
She had another hit in the team’s 
win over Platteville later in the day.

Waupekenay was credited with a 
sacrifice in the team’s WIAC Tour-
nament loss to UW-Whitewater on 
May 6. 

The team then lost to UW-Osh-
kosh in its second tournament game 
on May 6.

UW-Stout
Pulaski grad Kevin Ruechel had 

a big day while throwing for the 

UW-Stout men’s 
track and field 
team at the WIAC 
Outdoor Champi-
onships on May 6 
and 7.

Ruechel had 
the top marks in 
the shot put (18.29 
meters) and dis-
cus (50.18 meters) 
competitions.

He also placed eighth in the 
hammer throw (51.87 meters) and 
24th in the javelin throw (37.61 
meters).

Concordia University
Bonduel graduate Derrick Folk-

man ran in the 800 and 1,500 for the 
Concordia men’s track and field team 
at the NACC Outdoor Track and 
Field Championships on May 6 and 7.

Folkman finished 22nd in the 
1,500 with a time of 4:57.66 and 
was 23rd in the 800 with a mark of 
2:22.27.

Dubuque University
Gillett graduate Riley Engebret-

sen ran the 1,500 for the Dubuque 
men’s track and field team at the 
Dr. Tucker Open on May 7.

Engebretsen posted a time of 
4:40.66.

UW-Stevens Point
Menominee Indian graduate 

Guadalupe Corn placed 25th in the 
women’s shot put while represent-
ing the UW-Stevens Point track 
and field team during the WIAC 
Outdoor Championships on May 6 
and 7.

Corn’s top throw was 10.78 
meters.

Winona State University
Wittenberg-Birnamwood gradu-

ate Maddy Pietz 
won the 400 dash 
while represent-
ing the Winona 
State women’s 
track and field 
team during the 
Deb Schulz Open 
on May 6.

Pietz posted 
a time of 57.84 
seconds to win 

the race.

Western Technical College
Pulaski grad Chase Reinke 

played in several games for the 
Western Technical College baseball 
team last week.

Reinke was dealt the loss against 
Rochester Community and Techni-
cal College on May 3. He struck out 
three batters and allowed six runs 
(five earned) over five innings.

He drove in three runs on four 
hits and scored four runs in a 
lopsided win over Minnesota West 
Community and Technical College 
on May 7. He had two hits, two runs 
scored and two RBIs in another win 
over the same team that day.

Reinke tallied a hit in a win 
over Minnesota West Community 
and Technical College on May 8. 
He pitched 2 2/3 innings and was 
tagged with the loss in a loss later 
that day.

UW-Eau Claire
Suring grad Mitch Stegeman won 

the men’s pole vault while compet-
ing for the UW-Eau Claire men’s 
track and field team during the 
WIAC Outdoor Championships on 
May 6 and 7.

Stegeman cleared 4.7 meters to 
claim the top finish.

He also took part in three other 
events, placing 11th in the 110 hur-

dles (15.75), 17th 
in the high jump 
(1.82 meters) 
and 22nd in the 
long jump (6.47 
meters).

UW-La Crosse
Oconto Falls 

grad Tucker 
Bouche pitched in 
three games for 

the UW-La Crosse baseball team 
last week.

In a win over Luther (Iowa) on 
May 4, Bouche retired all three 
batters he faced to seal the team’s 
victory. 

He picked up the win against 
UW-Eau Claire on May 6 after al-
lowing one run across 2 1/3 innings.

Bouche allowed two unearned 
runs in the team’s loss to Eau Claire 
on May 7.

St. Norbert College
Lena graduate Kennedy Mar-

quardt and Oconto Falls graduate 
Emily Gonnering helped the St. 
Norbert women’s track and field 
team win the NACC Outdoor Track 
and Field Championships on May 6 
and 7.

Marquardt and the 4x400 relay 
team placed second in 3:54.02. In-
dividually, she took 15th in the 200 
dash (27.15).

Gonnering competed in two 
events, taking ninth in the javelin 
throw (29.99 meters) and 13th in the 
hammer throw (32.28 meters).

Oconto Falls graduate Mason 
Sefcik pitched in a loss for the St. 
Norbert baseball team last week.

Sefcik pitched eight innings, al-
lowing two runs on 12 hits and no 
walks while striking out three. St. 
Norbert lost 2-0.

CO L L E G E  H I G H L I G H T S
By NEW MEDIA STAFF
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BOYS GOLF
Hawks take 2nd at invite

Owen Moesch and Kaden Mar-
cell guided Shawano to a second-
place finish as a team at the Chilton 
Invite on May 7 at Sheboygan Town 
and Country Golf Course in She-
boygan.

Shawano had a team score of 
320, just behind West De Pere’s 318.

Moesch was the invite’s medal-
ist, shooting an 18-hole round of 72, 
just one over par. Marcell tied for 
second with a round of 74.

Ayden Hale and Akrin Verhein 
each fired rounds of 87 for Sha-
wano, while Gage Gorman tallied 
an 88.

Lena claims 2nd at invite
Lena turned in a team score of 

353 to place second as a team at the 
Crivitz Invite on May 6 at Hunter’s 
Glen Golf Club in Crivitz. Oconto 
was first with a mark of 341.

Braden McVane led Lena with an 
18-hole round of 76. Evan Vander 
Zanden was second on the team 
with an 86.

Drake Dionne (92), Mason 
Simonson (99) and Vance Turezc 
(120) filled out the five-golfer team.

Bonduel wins Thornberry Invite
Bonduel had a team score of 347 

to place first at the Thornberry In-
vite on May 5 at Thornberry Creek 
at Oneida in Oneida.

Cooper Uelmen turned in an 
18-hole round of 80 to lead Bonduel 
and finish as the invite’s medal-
ist. Reed Luepke fired an 81 for the 
Bears, while Jake Dreyer and Noah 
Weier each carded 93s. Charlie 
Tauchen shot a round of 106.

Witt-Birn placed seventh with 
a score of 443. Seth Fischer (106), 
August Barke (107), Logan Hanson 
(108), Abigail Rasmussen (122) and 
Addisyn Meydam (136) formed the 
team. Marion came in eighth with 
a mark of 445, with Isaiah Gueths 
(105), Quinn Tolan (110), Sam 
Gueths (111), Kasey Roethle (119) 
and Owen Speigel (132) filling out 
the lineup.

Menominee Indian/Gresham 
placed 10th with a team score of 
454. Corbin Welch (104), Dugan 
Webster (105), Ayanna Smith (117), 
Reese Nietzer (128) and Trentyn 
Harrison (175) formed the team.

BASEBALL
Oconto Falls drops 2 to Lux-Casco

Oconto Falls was defeated 11-1 in 
a pair of North Eastern Conference 

matchups on May 7 in Oconto Falls.
Isaac Raddatz scored the team’s 

lone run in the first game. Logan 
Kramer took the loss after pitching 

two innings, while Jeffrey Virtues 
worked four innings.

Jake Sager scored in the second 
game for the Panthers. Cy Vizelka 

led the team with two hits. Jack 
Adler was dealt the loss on the 
mound after working three innings, 
and Sager also tossed three innings.
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Shawano’s Ayden Hale putts during the Oneida Classic, held May 2 at Green Bay’s Oneida Golf and Country Club.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA



The Oconto Falls High School 
girls track and field team placed 
first after scoring 109 points at the 
Peshtigo Invitational on May 5 in 
Peshtigo.

Marinette was a distant second 
with 82.5 points. Lena/St. Thomas 
Aquinas Academy tied for fourth 
with 66 points, while Gillett was 
eighth with 59 points and Menomi-
nee Indian 10th with 24 points.

On the boys side, the Oconto Falls 

boys team accumulated 92 points to 
take third behind Kewaunee’s 167 
points and Marinette’s 99 points. 
Lena/STAA was fifth with 56 points, 
Gillett took seventh with 34 points 
and Menominee Indian claimed 12th 
with 13 points.

Oconto Falls’ Hannah Ludemann, 
Brooke Hodkiewicz, Brynn Hodkie-
wicz and Maddy Przybylski teamed 
up for a first-place finish in the girls 
4x400-meter relay with a time of 4 
minutes, 31.82 seconds.

Evan Yuma, Devon Dorn, Noah 

Hirst and Conner Wilquet formed 
the first-place finishing 4x100 relay 
team for the Oconto Falls boys. 
The quartet posted a time of 46.88 
seconds.

Leading the Lena/STAA co-ops 
were Sam Marquardt, Sidney Sylves-
ter and Eva Brooks. Marquardt won 
the boys 200 dash in 23.99 seconds, 
while Sylvester had the top leap of 
38 feet, 5½ inches in the triple jump. 
Brooks won the girls high jump after 
clearing 5 feet.

Gillett had four first-place finish-

ers on the night. On the girls side, 
Ryann Wagner won the 800 (2:41.81), 
while Angela Mosconi claimed first 
in the 1,600 (5:45.41). For the boys, 
Alex Peterson took first in the 1,600 
(4:36.08), with Evan Peterson first in 
the 3,200 (10:22.4).

Menominee Indian’s top indi-
vidual finishes came from Emma 
Komanekin. She was second in the 
long jump (14-5) and 300 hurdles 
(52.03). Asenex Turney led the boys 
team with a fourth-place finish in the 
discus (113-4).

FRIDAY, MAY 13, 2022  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE B15

H I G H  S C H O O L  T R A C K

Oconto Falls girls win Peshtigo Invitational
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Marion 7
Rosholt 5

Marion held off Rosholt in a Cen-
tral Wisconsin Conference crossover 
matchup May 6 in Rosholt.

Jay Brei and Ethan Scheef each 
drove in two runs for Marion. Ryan 
Malueg and Brie finished with two 
hits each.

Jaden Stuhr picked up the win on 
the mound after striking out 14 bat-
ters over 5 2/3 innings. Nick Malueg 
got the final four outs to seal up the 
win.

Witt-Birn 10
Iola-Scandinavia 9 (8 inn.)

Wittenberg-Birnamwood earned 
a wild win over Iola-Scandinavia in a 
Central Wisconsin Conference-East 
Division game on May 5 in Witten-
berg.

Witt-Birn scored three runs in the 
bottom of the seventh to tie the con-
test. After Iola-Scandinavia scored 
three runs in the eighth, Witt-Birn 
came back with four runs in its half. 
Kaden Schmidt delivered a two-
RBI single to win the game for the 
Chargers.

Schmidt finished with three hits 
and three RBIs. Chase Krull had three 
hits and scored twice, while Pierson 
Potrykus, Ben Wesolowski and Mason 
Meverden all had two hits.

Krull earned the win after pitch-
ing two innings. Wesolowski started 
and worked four scoreless innings 
before Potrykus and Calvin Scheurer 
each got three outs.

Pulaski 5
Manitowoc Lincoln 0

Kyle Olson pitched a gem to lead 
Pulaski past Manitowoc Lincoln in 
FRCC action on May 5 in Pulaski.

Olson struck out nine batters over 
seven innings. He surrendered just 
five hits and one walk and needed just 

87 pitches to get through the game.
Logan Hochevar drove in two 

runs on two hits to lead the Red 
Raiders at the plate. Caden Rybicki 
scored twice, while Lincoln Simons 
had two hits and a walk.

Shawano 20
Green Bay East/West 3 (5 inn.)

Shawano routed Green Bay East/
West in a Bay matchup May 5 in 
Shawano. The Hawks scored 12 runs 
in the third inning.

Andrew Popp drove in four runs 
on three hits for Shawano, while 
Ashton Henning had two hits, two 
RBIs and three runs scored. Zac Ju-
rmu posted two hits and scored four 
times, while Carson Popp had two 
RBIs on two hits while scoring twice.

Brady Hannes and Braedyn 
Kowalkowski each were credited 
with two RBIs for Shawano. Deacon 
Carroll, Jacob Landon and Jacob 
Polzin all finished with two hits, 
while Landon, Polzin and Michael 
Metcalf-Grassman all scored twice. 
Joey Sperberg scored three runs.

Tom Keszo earned the win after 
allowing one run across three in-
nings. Bryce Popp worked the first 
two innings.

SOFTBALL
Bonduel tops Amherst twice

Bonduel continued its perfect 
season with 2-1 and 14-2 wins over 
Amherst in CWC-East play on May 5 
in Bonduel.

In the 2-1 win, Claire Gehm was 
the winning pitcher after working all 
seven innings. She struck out four, 
and the run she allowed was un-
earned. Nakiyah Henning pitched a 
complete game in the 14-2 win, strik-
ing out one over five innings.

Abby Stoltenow and Tatum 
Sporisky each tallied two hits in the 
2-1 win for Bonduel. Sporisky scored 
both runs, with Hailee Thompson 

and Lila Pleshek driving her in.
Henning drove in three runs on 

two hits in the lopsided win, while 
Pleshek posted three hits. Audrey 
Weier and Abby Stoltenow each 
drove in three runs on two hits.

Tigerton 12
NL/WVL 2 (6 inn.)

Tigerton cruised to a Central 
Wisconsin Conference-North Divi-
sion win over Northland Lutheran/
Wisconsin Valley Lutheran on May 3 
in Tigerton.

Abby Swartz plated three runs on 
four hits, scored three runs and stole 
two bases to lead Tigerton offensive-
ly. Bethany Jobe and Jess Burayi each 
drove in a pair on two hits.

Skyler Hauser scored three runs 
for Tigerton, which broke the game 
open with a six-run fourth. Burayi led 
the team with four steals, with Hauser 
and Angel Welch tallying two each.

GIRLS SOCCER
Shawano 13
Green Bay West 0

Shawano rolled to a Bay Confer-
ence win over Green Bay West on 
May 5 in Shawano.

Caitlyn Moede scored two unas-
sisted goals in the first eight minutes 
for Shawano. Trinity Popelka netted 
four goals in the contest, while Abi-
gail Rabideau had two.

Faith Lammers, Anne Carrier, 
Rachael Cooper, Ellie Huebner and 
Ginger Eggert added a goal each for 
the Hawks. Kaylee Rindt, Kyla Dove, 
Moede and Cooper all were credited 
with an assist.

Goalie Brynlie Boyles made one 
save to post the shutout for Shawano.

TRACK AND FIELD
Lowney leads Hawks at invitational

Shawano’s Elliott Lowney won 
three events to lead the boys team 

at the Freedom Irish Invitational on 
May 6 in Freedom.

Lowney won the 100-meter dash 
in 11.3 seconds and 200 dash in 23.24 
seconds. He posted a leap of 19 feet, 1 
inch to place first in the long jump.

Isabel Roloff had the girls team’s 
only first-place finish, winning the 
100 dash in 12.94 seconds.

The Shawano boys placed fourth 
as a team with 65 points, while the 
girls took fifth with 62 points. Full 
results can be found at www.athletic.
net.

Robbins leads Tigers at meet
Elizabeth Robbins led a trio of 

Tigerton athletes during a meet May 
2 in Plainfield.

Robbins took second in the 
100-meter dash with a time of 14.09 
seconds, third in the long jump with 
a leap of 13 feet, 7 inches and was 
fourth in the 200 in 29.61 seconds.

Mary Kreklow finished third in 
the 1,600 (6:52.15). Jade Selle’s best 
finish was third in the triple jump 
(27-3).

BOYS TENNIS
Fox Valley Lutheran 5
Shawano 2

Shawano dropped a Bay match 
to Fox Valley Lutheran on May 3 in 
Shawano.

Josh Bergmann picked up a win 
at No. 2 singles for Shawano. Tristan 
Tetting and Isaac Welander teamed 
up for a win at No. 1 doubles.
Singles: No. 1: Eli Stern F def. George Buerman, 
6-2, 6-4; No. 2: Josh Bergmann S def. Joshua Van 
Rossum, 6-7 (5), 6-3, 10-8; No. 3: Levi Wolfgramm 
F def. Tristan Sheldon, 6-3, 6-3; No. 4: Christian 
Monigal F def. Benjamin Langlois, 6-2, 6-0. Doubles: 
No. 1: Tristan Tetting-Isaac Welander S def. Jonah 
Uhlenbrauk-Aidan Mattek, 6-3, 2-6, 10-5; No. 2: 
Daniel Travato-Charlie Tian F def. Seth Williams-
Andrew Vandenheuvel, 6-2, 3-6, 10-5; No. 3: Owen 
Olsen-Jack Breiland FVL def. Ryan Buerman-Elias 
Popp, 6-3, 4-6, 6-2.
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Joan White is pictured in her Lakewood business, Nicolet Studio, where she has painted and sold her artwork for more than 30 years. Her pieces of art start out as sketches that get transformed to wood.
GREG SEUBERT



PAGE C2  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, MAY 13, 2022



FRIDAY, MAY 13, 2022  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE C3

Artist draws on wood, wildlife for inspiration

By GREG SEUBERT
Correspondent

A vivid imagination, an eye for 
detail and a love of wildlife have added 
up to a successful career for Lake-
wood’s Joan White.

She has owned and operated Nico-
let Studio out of a former church build-
ing in the northern Oconto County 
community for nearly 40 years.

“The idea was when I graduated 
from art school, I wanted to be an art-
ist,” White said on a recent Saturday 
afternoon in her studio.

“I guess I didn’t realize how un-
usual that is, to make a living as an 
artist. When I moved up here, I needed 
a studio space, and this place was sit-
ting vacant. It’s an old Baptist church. 
I got it for a song, fixed it up and have 
been here ever since. That was 38 
years ago.”

White is no stranger to the Lake-
wood area.

“I’m from Appleton, but my folks 
had a cottage up here on the Oconto 
River,” she said. “That’s what started 
me coming up here as a kid. I just fell 
in love with the area. It’s peaceful.”

With a lot of help from her hus-
band, Ken, a retired carpenter, White’s 
speciality is paintings on carefully 
selected slices of wood.

“I’m drawn to the forest — always 
have been,” she said. “I always liked 
wood. I started painting on a couple 
boards and realized I had a feel for it. 
Sometimes, I have an idea in my head 
of what I want to paint, and then I have 
to look for the right piece of wood. 
Normally, I stare at the wood, I see 
something and I go from there.”

White’s original plan was to come 
up with unique pieces of art.

“Initially, it was trying to sell some-
thing and put food on the table,” she 
said. “I was doing landscapes, a whole 
smattering of things for the first few 
years. I started painting on boards and 
then my husband starting finding some 
more unusual wood.

“I wanted to paint something that 
no one else was doing or couldn’t 
do. Instead of just putting a bird on a 
branch, I really studied the wood, tried 
to see what was in it and let it tell a 
story to me. The knots, the grain, the 
color, the shape, I took it all in. I sketch 
out what I see and paint from there.”

Ken cuts the wood, cures it for a 
year or more, kiln-dries the wood and 
planes and sands every piece until they 
are glassy smooth. The final painting 
is finished with several coats of wood 
sealer.

White prefers burl wood, but she 
also uses wood from birch, maple, 
cherry, black walnut, oak and ash trees.

She sells much of her work through 
a website – joanwhite.com – and the 
studio’s Facebook page, facebook.com/
JoanWhiteWoodPaintings.

“We traveled around the country 
and did log home shows,” she said. 
“Usually, I was the only artist at the 
show because nobody had thought of 
it. I formed a relationship with collec-
tors all over the country.”

Many of White’s pieces feature 
endangered or threatened animals.

“Probably 80% are bears and deer, 
the usual thing, but then I have to 
break away from that,” she said. “We 
travel a lot, so I have a lot of subject 
photos from different places that I can 
use.”

White said she has painted thou-
sands of pieces over the years and 
usually works on one at a time.

Most of her work are reproduc-
tions.

“Mostly everything in here are 
reproductions of wood pieces,” she 
said. “They look like wood, but they’re 
a print. My printer laminates a litho-
graph to a composite and then cuts it 
out so they look like wood. They’ve re-
ally been selling well. People like them 
for their cabins, and they’re a fraction 
of what an original costs.

“I have a really good printer in 
Green Bay,” she said. “She’s a photog-
rapher. I take her the original piece, 
she does a really high-res photo of it 
and she has a really fancy printer and 
makes the prints. I sign and number 
them on the back so they’re a limited 
edition.”

Customers who wander into Nico-
let Studio, located at 15346 Gage St., a 
block off of state Highway 32, usually 
purchase the reproductions.

“The online sales are more the 
original pieces because those are true 
collectors that are looking for my orig-
inal work,” White said. “Once people 
started liking my work and word got 
around, I formed close relationships 
with my collectors. When I would 
paint a piece and think, ‘Oh, Karen 
would like this piece,’ I’d contact her.”

Some of those collectors have doz-
ens of White’s original pieces.

“One time, Ken and I did a show 
in Chicago and one of our collectors 
invited us over for dinner,” she said. “It 
was up and down the halls and every-
where. He and I hadn’t seen some of 
these pieces in quite awhile, so it was 
fun to revisit them.”

White has kept only one piece for 
herself.

“The one thing I took away from 
going to art school is I remember one 
instructor said, ‘If you’re going to make 
a living at it, you can’t get attached to 
your own work,’” she said. “I’ve kept 
one piece for myself out of all of them. 
It was after a trip to Africa. When I got 
back, I did a collage of the trip and it 
was meaningful, so I kept it.”

White knows the day she stops 
painting will eventually come, but that 
won’t be anytime soon.

“I get days where I’m not feeling 
creative, but it doesn’t happen very 
often,” she said. “I just go sit in the 
woods or go trout fishing and it re-
inspires me. I am working a little less 
now because I feel like I’ve earned it. 
I used to work every single day in the 
summer. I try to be here from 10 to 
4:30, but if we want to take off and go 
camping, we do. I probably worked too 
hard, but that’s how you get good at it.”

White brings nature of 
Oconto County alive 

from old Baptist church

Joan White paints in her art gallery in Lakewood. Most of White’s paintings feature animals, but some include people.� GREG SEUBERT
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Fashion show provides 
more than dapper attire

Event helps Shawano 
Woman’s Club provide 

things for the community
By LEE PULASKI

City Editor

The fashion was in the 2020s, but 
the atmosphere was in the 1920s as the 
Shawano Woman’s Club held its first 
fashion show since the coronavirus 
pandemic ground everything to a halt 
two years ago.

Even though the event, which 
started 16 years ago, gave female vol-
unteers a chance to show off modern 
fashions from local retailers May 5 at 
The Gathering, the main purpose for 
the show was to raise money for the 
club to help nonprofit organizations 
and provide scholarships for second-
ary education.

“We do this for our philanthropy,” 
said Cindy Holewinski, the chair-
woman for the fashion show. “This is 
to benefit our community.”

The 1920s were known as the Roar-
ing Twenties and, with COVID-19 
sidelining the woman’s club’s main 
fundraiser, Holewinski said it made 
sense to commemorate such a liberat-
ing time for women.

“We had the suffrage (movement),” 
Holewinski said. “It was so fitting to 

use the ‘Women Roaring Back’ theme, 
because it meant we were back gener-
ating the money for our philanthropy. 
The second reason we chose to do 
this type of event is to bring women 
together. They become partners and 
sisters in our mission.”

Many in attendance decided to don 
1920s attire, wearing sequin fringe 
dresses and other items that looked 
like they came out of “The Great 
Gatsby.”

More than $16,000 in items were 
donated by local businesses and 
organizations for raffles and auctions, 
and over 250 people packed the din-
ing hall to check out the goodies and 
watch their fellow women strut the 
runway. The showcased fashion items 
are for sale at Body Essentials, Dreier’s 
Pharmacy, Tumbleweed, Thornberry 
Cottage Baby and Gifts and B&H.

“This event celebrates the woman, 
the power of the woman,” Holewinski 
said. “This looks at our heritage and 
the organization of this club.”

The club is one of Shawano’s oldest, 
with roots dating back to the 1800s, 
and Holewinski said it was important 
to continue its mission of goodwill by 
holding events like the fashion show.

“Their mission was to support 
the staples of the community — the 
library, Heritage Park and the cem-
etery,” Holewinski said. “We are fol-
lowing what they started.”

Rose Salzmann, shown in her 1920s-style hat holding a replica of a ladies’ cigarette holder, was one of 
more than 250 attendees enjoying the Shawano Woman’s Club fashion show on May 6 at The Gather-
ing.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Mary Jo Albrecht does a twirl as she shows off what she’s wearing during the Shawano Woman’s Club 
fashion show May 6 at The Gathering.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Jean Darling, left, and Janet Brusky look over some of the items being auctioned and raffled off during 
the Shawano Woman’s Club fashion show May 6 at The Gathering. More than $16,000 in baskets and 
other items were donated for the event.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
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‘Feather Chronicles’ continues to soar at CMN
“We are what we imagine,” 

Kiowa author N. Scott Momaday 
wrote. “Our very existence consists 
in our imagination of ourselves. Our 
best destiny is to imagine, at least, 
completely, who and what, and that 
we are. The greatest tragedy that 
can befall us is to go unimagined.”

While Momaday’s message af-
firms the views of optimists who see 

life’s proverbial 
glass half-full, 
as well as those 
dreaming lofty 
dreams for them-
selves and their 
loved ones, I’ve 
found it reso-
nates loudest in 
the output of art-
ists. The asser-

tion is perhaps most apparent in the 
works of emerging talent.

Since 2008, College of Menomi-
nee Nation has produced an annual 
journal dedicated to showcasing the 
art of the college community titled, 
“Feather Chronicles.” Spearheaded 
by faculty emeritus Dr. Dennis Vick-
ers, the text features the work of 
people affiliated with CMN.

“It began as a writing campus 
club where students workshopped 
their stories,” Vickers said. The 
periodical evolved out of those 
gatherings, as “the principal objec-
tive for the journal was to provide 
a place for students to publish their 
work.” With Vickers’ editorial guid-
ance it became more — a creative 
hub where art could be both shared 
and enjoyed.

Available in both print and elec-
tronic versions, the issues circulate 
widely and are often offered as gifts 
to visitors at either the college’s 
Keshena or Green Bay campus. Yet, 
Vickers noted what pleased him was 
contributors’ desire to “share the 
journal with their family and list the 
accomplishment on their resumes.” 
The success of the publication was 
evident from the get-go, and soon 
CMN employees and community 
artists were adding their voices to 
the fold.

Flipping through the pages, one 
finds lines examining the natu-
ral world, humanity and personal 
identity. There are verses on both 
love and loss and all of the cathartic 
emotions that accompany them, as 

well as some celebrating humor, 
friendship and wonder about what 
has been and what will come next.

The presentation is noteworthy 
in its own right, as the images on 
the covers as well as those shuffled 
within the pages showcase contribu-
tors’ photographic eye for moments 
worth savoring. Upon reviewing an 
issue for yourself, it’s easy to recog-
nize why the announcement of each 
new entry is eagerly anticipated.

In 2012, CMN’s founding presi-
dent, Dr. Verna Fowler, wrote the 
introduction to that year’s issue 
which spoke to a sentiment that 
faithful readers share: “In many 
ways each year, our students, faculty 
and staff, and friends of the College 
generously express their thoughts 
and insights on American Indian 
and other cultures. Their work 
in the visual and theatre arts, and 
through music, poetry and prose, 
makes our College a more lively, 
spiritual and satisfying place for all. 

‘Feather Chronicles’ is one of our 
most enduring channels for sharing 
the creative writing and art of the 
College.”

This spring’s production of the 
2021 issue marks a turning point in 
the journal, as Vickers is handing 
over the editor’s keyboard. Although 
he has only been officially retired 
from teaching since the fall, a cancer 
diagnosis and its subsequent care 
has sidelined Vickers’ vigor the 
past few years. Still, he continued 
to serve CMN and its students with 
strength and determination. Joining 
our department meeting last week, 
Vickers stated that ensuring the 
continuation of “Feather Chroni-
cles” was “the last thing on my to-do 
list.”

Having begun my own teaching 
at CMN the same day as Vickers in 
the fall of 2005, I can attest that his 
engagement with our students has 
been extraordinary to witness. Vick-
ers’ kindness, humility and tact has 

amazed me time and time again, and 
that includes hearing him share the 
ins-and-outs of the campus publica-
tion that will forever be a part of his 
legacy.

Using the disarming humor that 
endears him to so many, Vickers 
explained the truth about inclusive, 
affirming publications: “It doesn’t 
have to turn into ‘The New Yorker’ 
to be successful. It is successful as 
it is.”

“Art is affirmation,” is another 
line that Momaday wrote, but it’s 
the showcasing of that art that 
allows it to reverberate. “Feather 
Chronicles” reverberates.

Maec waewaenen, Dr. Vickers, 
for creating a space that allows so 
many students, staff, and community 
members to share the works they 
imagine.

Ryan Winn teaches communications, English and 
theater at the College of Menominee Nation. Visit 

www.menominee.edu for information about the 
school.

RYAN WINN

The covers of the CMN periodical showcase beautiful imagery every year, but once someone turns the page, the words can evoke images of their own.
CONTRIBUTED

“The principal objective for the journal was to provide a place for students to publish their work.”
DR. DENNIS VICKERS, College of Menominee Nation faculty emeritus and founder of “Feather Chronicles”
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Saving today’s youth from Nature-Deficit Disorder
I once took a birding class when 

I was an English major at Southern 
Illinois University in Carbondale. 
On the first day, my jaw sank when 
the professor explained that this 
class would not be a field course 
as I had hoped. Instead, we would 
study the skins of dead birds for a 
semester.

You’ll never see a Cassin’s auklet 
or an Antarctic 
petrel in Sha-
wano County, 
but I held their 
preserved skins 
in my hand. I 
needed a certain 
number of sci-
ence credits and 
it served a pur-
pose, but it was 
probably one of 

the dumber classes I ever took.
We were given a 10-bird quiz on 

the first day to test our knowledge. 
I think I got them all right. At the 
end, we were given the same quiz.

One girl from Chicago (Carbon-
dale attracts many Chicago-area 
students because of its natural 
beauty and a direct train line there) 
confided on our last day of class: 
“I still can’t identify birds that are 
flying around.”

Such is the nature of our young 
people today. Their faces are 
buried in $1,200 iPhones, watch-
ing 10-second videos on TikTok of 
girls preening in front of a mirror, 
kittens climbing screen doors and 
camels spitting out their tongues. 
The days of kids going outside to 
play tag, sandlot baseball or any-
thing else seem as unlikely as them 
asking for seconds on broccoli. A 
walk through the woods to look for 
animal tracks, shed antlers or birds 
seems even more remote.

Author Richard Louv has even 
come up with a term for those kids 
and adults who don’t get outdoors 
much or experience the wonders of 
nature: He calls it “Nature-Deficit 
Disorder.” His book, “Last Child 
in the Woods” is a great read. The 
cure is as simple as an occasional 
hike or hunt.

Introducing kids to nature seems 
natural for those of us who appreci-
ate the natural world around us. At 
the same time, introducing young-
sters to hunting is the next step. It’s 
no secret that hunter numbers have 
been dwindling for the past few 
decades.

In 1980, there were about 17 mil-
lion hunting licenses sold nation-

wide, according to the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. By 2016, that num-
ber had fallen to 11.5 million. An ag-
ing population, more single-parent 
families (many who have not been 
exposed to hunting), more private 
lands being closed to hunting for a 
variety of reasons, and the dozens 
of electronic and indoor distrac-
tions competing for our children’s 
diminished attention span are just 
a few reasons that fewer people are 
hunting.

Did I mention the lack of hunter 
recruitment? Many of us hunters 
tend to be loners, or at least we 
enjoy alone time in a tree stand or 
ground blind.

My opportunity to recruit a new 
hunter came last fall, when a neigh-
bor boy stopped by our rural New 
London home to see if he could 
rake leaves for us.

I’ve learned that raking leaves 
on a 2-acre parcel surrounded by 
trees is an exercise in futility and 
only serves to encourage the grass 
to grow faster, which requires more 
mowing. Few ever see our yard 
anyway, but I admired his willing-
ness to work, so I said sure. Soon 
Andy Beals was busily raking leaves 
and loading them into the dump bed 
of my 6x6 Polaris Sportsman, then 
driving them the 100 feet to a pile 
in another section of the yard. He 

smiled broadly when I offered the 
ATV for him to use. That’s when 
he explained all the mishaps he had 
with ATVs, dirt bikes, knives and 
even a roll of Saran Wrap.

The stocky lad seems content 
with the world, always smiling 
and speaking in a slow, deliberate 
fashion as he offers his views on 
any topic.

Beals, 17, loves firearms and 
plans to one day enter the military. 
Our discussions on firearms led 
toward hunting, and soon I was 
inviting him on a deer hunt. This 
spring, the topic turned to turkeys 
and he was happy to share a blind 
with me, just to observe and learn 
more about the sport.

I loaned him a camouflage jacket, 
cap and mask, but since we were 
in a large permanent ground blind 
built of scrap wood, he didn’t need 
camo pants. After putting out three 
decoys, we settled in. I sent out a 
few notes with my trusty box call, 
but as I had experienced on sev-
eral days earlier, not a single tom 
answered.

Two hens appeared, briefly 
walked past our decoys and then 
moved off to a nearby cornfield to 
look for breakfast.

“I see one. There’s a turkey,” 
Beals whispered, pointing toward a 
nearby woods. It was still a bit dark, 
but I could clearly see the butt-up 
walk of a small raccoon.

“That’s a ‘coon,” I said.
“I’m not very good at this,” he 

answered.
We watched sandhill cranes 

picking around in the same corn-
field. Ducks and geese were plen-
tiful in the marsh area, with the 
whistle of wood ducks overhead a 
couple times.

Later, a coyote started to come 
to my calls, but the wind gave us 
away and he trotted off, never com-
ing in range of my 12-gauge Rem-
ington 870 Super Magnum, loaded 
with 3-1/2-inch No. 5 shot.

Then it was time for breakfast at 
a nearby café.

Sharing our knowledge of and 
love for the outdoors seems both 
simple and profound. Reaching 
out to a neighbor kid is easy to do, 
but easier not to do. Take the time 
to reach out and save a genera-
tion from Nature-Deficit Disorder. 
You’ll benefit as much as they will.

Ross Bielema is a freelance writer from New London 
and owner of Wolf River Concealed Carry LLC. 

Contact him at Ross@wolfriverccw.com.

Andy Beals, 17, of rural New London, helps pull decoys April 24 during his first turkey hunt near his 
home. Although he was just an observer, he did enjoy seeing two hen turkeys, some sandhill cranes and 
a raccoon during the morning hunt.

ROSS BIELEMA

ROSS BIELEMA



FRIDAY, MAY 13, 2022  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE C9

Gillett FFA places 3rd 
at state milk event

The Gillett FFA Chapter placed 
third in milk quality career develop-
ment during the Wisconsin FFA career 
development event on April 29 in 
Madison.

Team members Zander Davis, Scott 
Heroux, Brody Kohls and Tani Lucht 
brought home the honor. Kohls placed 
10th overall individually and was the 
high member on the team.

The event included 35 teams and 
137 contestants. Members scored milk, 
sampled cheese, identified natural ver-
sus artificial product, and scored sedi-
ment disc after completing a general 
dairy product knowledge exam.

Gillett FFA had two additional 
teams qualify for state events in Madi-
son.

The dairy cattle evaluation team, 
which included Bradin Bjelland, 
Thayne Bjelland, Laney DeBauch and 
Taylor Schuster, placed 16th. Members 
completed a written exam, evaluated 

pedigrees and live animals, and pre-
pared oral reasons and delivered them 
to the judges.

The meats evaluation and technol-
ogy team, which included Kierstin 
Genz, Cheyenne Krueger, Cole Schaal 
and Ryann Wagner, placed 18th. Mem-
bers evaluated beef, swine and sheep 
carcasses, identified cuts of meat, and 
graded the carcasses for quality.

During career development event 
competitions, FFA members in grades 
7 to 12 are challenged to develop 
critical thinking skills and effective 
decision-making skills, foster team-
work and promote communication 
while recognizing the value of ethical 
competition and individual achieve-
ment. Most career development event 
teams consisted of four members 
who advanced through regional live 
and virtual competitions to be able 
to represent their FFA chapter at the 
state level.

Gillett FFA’s state milk quality and processing team includes, from left, Brody Kohls, Zander Davis, Tani 
Lucht and Scott Heroux.� CONTRIBUTED

HAVE AN EVENT 
TO SHARE?

There are two ways to submit 
calendar notices:
• Go to the form on our website at 
http://www.newmedia-wi.com/
content/community-calendar and 
fill it out to send to us.
• Send your information by email 
to editor@newmedia-wi.com and 
put “Community Calendar” in the 
subject line.
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Chronic lower back pain can be conquered
If you are like most people, you 

will have at least one episode of low 
back pain in your life. In fact, low 
back pain is the No. 2 reason that 
Americans see their doctor — second 
only to colds and flus. Low back pain 
is most commonly associated with 
heavy physical work, lifting or force-
ful movement, bending or twisting, 
awkward positions or standing in one 
position too long. Even minor events 
may contribute to an episode. Typi-
cally, the pain varies from severe and 
long-term to mild and short-lived.

Although low back pain has been 
considered self-limiting, recent 
research suggests that it is not. The 
results of several studies show that 
short-term symptoms do not always 

resolve in one 
to two months. 
Instead, they tend 
to recur intermit-
tently in most 
patients. Once 
chronic, the con-
dition is associat-
ed with long-term 
disability and 
work absence.

There are many treatment strate-
gies for chronic low back pain. All 
of these approaches have one thing 
in common — they are accompanied 
by a recommendation for exercise. 
Research has concluded that ex-
ercise is beneficial for people with 
chronic low back pain. However, 

until recently, health care providers 
were not able to advise their patients 
about the probability of success un-
der specific exercise programs.

A scientific review sought to 
determine which exercise program 
was the most effective for people 
with chronic low back pain. The 
review found that back strengthening 
and stabilization exercises are more 
effective than aerobics for reduc-
ing pain and improving function. 
Still, aerobic exercise is important 
for heart health and should not be 
abandoned.

What does this mean to someone 
with low back pain or someone want-
ing to reduce the chance of a low 
back pain attack? You should focus 

upon strengthening and stabiliza-
tion exercises and do them on a 
consistent basis. Exercise is impor-
tant to your overall health, and it 
will increase your spine’s ability to 
help you do the things you want and 
need to do. It is important to start 
any exercise program slowly and to 
gradually build up your speed and 
the length of exercise sessions.

Please note that before starting 
any exercise program, you should 
consult with your health care profes-
sional.

Dr. Brian Grieves is a Doctor of Chiropractic with a 
master’s in public health and a member of the Shawano 
Community Health Action Team. Call 715-524-8722 for 

more information.

BRIAN GRIEVES

Sader Speedway sends kindergarten off to the races
The close proximity of St. James 

Lutheran School to the Shawano 
Speedway has turned the kindergar-
ten students into race car drivers of 
their own.

St. James recently held its inaugu-
ral Sader Speedway. Summer Wis-
nefske was the champion once the 
dust settled and received a trophy for 
her efforts. Taking second place was 
Landon Stuebs, followed by Keaton 
Kropp in third and Livia Buckett in 
fourth.

“I love to find ways for my stu-
dents to learn at home as well as 
here at St. James,” said kindergarten 
teacher Erika Kaiser. “This project 
allows the student’s entire family to 
be part of a special event.”

Sader Speedway spans across the 
curriculum from art to physical edu-
cation, according to Kaiser, with stu-
dents who love their artistic talents 
to put them on full display. All the 
race cars were built from scratch by 
kindergarten families for their chil-
dren to drive around our racetrack. 
Each car had to made from a card-
board box and measure no more than 
2 feet by 3 feet. Kindergartners were 
also tasked with finding sponsors for 
their cars. Racers competed in four 
heats to determine who would make 
it to the final feature.

“Since the Shawano Speedway is 
such a big part of our community and 
an event that is a highlight to many 
of my students’ lives, I felt this was 
a great way for them to work with 
their families to build a car and to 
imagine what it feels like to be a real 

race car driver,” Kaiser said.
The kindergarten class provided a 

program of the 23 racers who would 
be taking part in the race activities. 
The program included a picture of 
each racer, birthday, car number 
(from 1 to 1,000) and, finally, a fun 
fact about each driver. These facts 
included favorite colors, favorite 
animal and hobbies.

During each heat, all drivers were 
required to make two fuel stops and 
one pit stop. A fuel stop consisted of 
drivers drinking glasses of water and 
throwing away their cups. The pit 
stop was drivers working with their 
pit crews — eighth grade students — 
changing their shoes and continuing 
the race to the finish line.

“These little students were given 

support and shown Christian love by 
all the students as they raced around 
the track, sometimes not in first 
place,” Kaiser said. “Each student 
was encouraged to finish the race, 
whether they were in last place or 
first place. The crowd wanted them 
to do their best. Our students and 
their families will have a memory 
that will last a lifetime.”

Some of the participants in the Sader Speedway outside St. James Lutheran school are, front row, from left, Josiah Vigue, Summer Wisnefske, Landon Stuebs, 
Natalie Sperberg, Atticus VanEnkenVoort, Jessa Herm, Annaraya Bleck, Laila Steffens, Brooklyn Sumnicht, Hattie Dillenburg and Chloe Zueske; back row, 
Wyatt Marohl, Hudson VanErt, Autumn Wisnefske, Livia Buckett, Gabriel Martin, Trenton Cannon, Keaton Kropp, Kastle Zook, Kya Corn, Vivian DuQuaine and 
Grace Torry.� CONTRIBUTED
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A R O U N D  T H E  CO M M U N I T Y
‘Cloak and Dagger’ to 

be performed in Oconto
The Machickanee Players have 

rounded up the usual suspects in 
their latest production: “Cloak and 
Dagger.”

Audiences will have the chance 
to figure out who the spy is May 
13-15 and May 20-22. This spoof of 
“Casablanca” is written by Craig 
Sodaro. Nick, the café owner, hears 
from a fortune teller that the spy will 
appear wearing a cloak and carrying 
a dagger. Unfortunately, five lovely 
ladies all appear with cloaks and dag-
gers. As Nick questions all the usual 
suspects, the plot thickens.

Non-meal shows will be May 13 
and May 20, with doors opening at 
6:30 p.m. No reservations are needed 
for these shows, and walk-ins are 
welcome.

Dinner shows will be May 14 and 
May 21, with doors opening at 5:30 
p.m. Dessert shows will be May 15 
and May 22, with the doors opening 
at 1:30 p.m. Reservations are required 
for these shows and will close 72 
hours before the show dates.

Reservations can be made by call-
ing 920-934-4353 or going online to 
themachickaneeplayers.org.

The University of Wisconsin-
Division of Extension Agriculture 
Institute is moving to a structure of 
having regional educators across the 
state.

Scott Reuss will serve as a region-
al crops educator 
for Shawano and 
Oconto counties. 
Reuss has been 
serving in Exten-
sion since 1997 in 
Marinette Coun-
ty. His current 
focus in program-
ming is in nutri-
ent management 

with additional programming in farm 
management and pest management. 
To contact Reuss, email scott.reuss@
wisc.edu or call 715-701-0966.

Kimberly Schmidt will be a re-
gional dairy educator. Schmidt joined 
Extension in 2018. She earned a bach-
elor’s degree in animal science from 
UW-Madison and a master’s degree 
in animal science from University 
of Tennessee-Knoxville, where her 
research focused on the heat stress 
and protein metabolism in lactating 

cattle. Before 
joining Exten-
sion, Schmidt 
was a dairy nu-
tritionist. In her 
current role, she 
develops agri-
culture program-
ming focusing on 
alternative and 
traditional forage 

management. To contact Schmidt, 
email kimberly.schmidt@wisc.edu or 
call 715-526-6136.

Regional educators will provide 
research-based education to dairy 
and crop producers by assessing the 
needs of farmers across their region 
and designing and delivering edu-
cational programming and services 
to meet these needs. Dairy and crop 
production are the largest agricultur-
al industries in the state, and regional 
educators will offer specific expertise 
that can serve those industries across 
several counties.

Two Lakewood nonprofits, the 
Holt and Balcom Logging Camp 
Museum and Lakes Country Public 
Library, have announced grants from 
the Town of Riverview.

A $500 grant was made to Lakes 
Country Public Library in support of 
its fundraising dinner May 14 at Mc-
Causlin Country Club in Lakewood.	

As one of the four towns that jointly 
owns and operates the library with 
Doty, Lakewood and Townsend, 
Riverview gave the award in sup-
port of a capital campaign currently 
underway to raise money to renovate 
and expand Lakewood Library.

The Logging Camp Museum 
donation of $200 is the second one 
awarded to Holt and Balcom. As in 
2021, the grant was one of several 
made from short-term rental room 
tax proceeds earmarked to assist lo-
cal tourist attractions.

Geraldine Sanapaw has been 
named chief academic officer of the 
College of Menominee Nation.

The CAO is responsible for educa-
tional policy and 
academic pro-
grams. Sanapaw’s 
transition into 
permanency in 
the CAO capacity 
was confirmed by 
the CMN Board 
of Directors on 
April 25. Sanapaw 
has been serving 
as interim CAO 

since May 2020.
An alumna, Sanapaw began her 

academic career at CMN, receiving 
her associate degree in business. She 
received her bachelor’s degree in 

business from Silver Lake College 
and a master’s in business adminis-
tration from Lakeland College. She 
is currently pursuing an educational 
doctorate at Concordia University in 
Leadership Innovation and Continu-
ous Quality Improvement.

“I am looking forward to continu-
ing working with our staff and faculty 
to support and find new opportuni-
ties for our students and the commu-
nity,” Sanapaw said.

She started at CMN as the associ-
ate administrator in academic affairs 
in 2005, but she has also worked 
in the departments of institutional 
research and the registrar. Sanapaw 
has also served on various commit-
tees such as finance and planning, 
endowment and committee on 
academics.

American Legion Sylvan Post 44 
is holding its last gunless poultry 
shoot on May 14 at 1 p.m. at Bailey’s 
Pour Haus, 15297 State Highway 32, 
Lakewood.

The post will be raffling off pack-
ages of meat, poultry, sausages, 
bacon, beverages and items donated 
by local businesses. There will also 
be 50/50 raffles.

Post 44 of Wabeno is composed of 
veterans who are committed to help-
ing veterans, their families and the 
community.

Reuss, Schmidt named 
UW regional educators

Shown is the cast of usual suspects for the Machickanee Players’ “Cloak and Dagger,” which includes, from left, Patrick Mines, Greg Hollis, Myrna Peril, 
Hayley Nerat, Andrea Maxwell, Lynn Hollander, Leigh Moore and Jenny Warpehoski-Fulcher.� CONTRIBUTED

SCOTT REUSS

KIMBERLY SCHMIDT

Library, museum get 
Riverview grants

Sanapaw CAO post 
becomes permanent

GERALDINE 
SANAPAW

Final gunless poultry 
shoot in Lakewood
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A community salute to the

for 70+ years of service

HANKE 
FAMILY

Friday, 
May 13, 2022
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The former owners The former owners 
of Hanke’s Sentry of Hanke’s Sentry 
Foods in Witten-Foods in Witten-
berg celebrate the berg celebrate the 
sale of the store sale of the store 
in April. From left, in April. From left, 
Gary Hanke, Sandy Gary Hanke, Sandy 
Hanke, Sherry Her-Hanke, Sherry Her-
sant and Dale Han-sant and Dale Han-
ke. SEE STORIES ON ke. SEE STORIES ON 
PAGES 4-5 and 7.PAGES 4-5 and 7.

GREG MELLIS |  GREG MELLIS |  
NEW MEDIANEW MEDIA
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M I L E STO N E S

ABOVE: Dale, Sandy and Gary Hanke celebrate the business’  58th anniversary in 2009. TOP RIGHT:  A 
line of customers is checked out as Hanke’s Red Owl opens to the public. RIGHT: Ground is broken for 
the new Hanke’s Sentry store on April 16, 2012.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE HANKE FAMILY



By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

Hanke’s Sentry Foods is under 
new ownership, and the family that 
has owned Wittenberg’s grocery 
store for more than 70 years has 
retired.

The Hanke family has sold the 
local grocery store, located at 110 S. 
Mission St., Wittenberg, to Home-
town Grocers Inc., a family-owned 
and Wisconsin-based company. The 
Skogen family that owns Hometown 
Grocers has been in the industry 
since 1946. Hometown Grocers, a 
subsidiary of Festival Foods, also 
operates four other grocery stores in 
Wisconsin.

“The main reason that we pur-
chased Hanke’s is because we are 
in the business and enjoy grocery 
stores,” said Steve Burkhardt, vice 
president of Hometown Grocers, or 
HGI. “We have found that smaller 
grocery stores like this, we feel like 
we can help serve them. There are 
lot of independent grocers look-
ing to sell as they get to the end of 
their career, and they are looking to 
someone that they can trust that is 
honest and will take of their people. 
HGI is doing what we can to do that 
for them.”

The sale was initiated by members 
of the Hanke family who decided to 

retire. Their last day was April 26.
“I think it was just time,” said 

Sandy Hanke, who helped run the 
store with her husband, Gary.

“We are just going to spend some 
time with family and try to get to a 
couple ball games here and there,” 
Gary Hanke added.

Hanke’s began as a Red Owl cor-

ner store in Wittenberg in 1951. From 
there, Roger and Bernice Hanke 
purchased the former International 
Harvester building that was located 
on Howard and Reed streets. In 1988, 
the Red Owl name was purchased by 
SuperValu, and the store in Witten-
berg became Hanke’s SuperValu in 
1989.

Eventually, Roger and Bernice’s 
children became involved with the 
store. Under the ownership of Gary 
Hanke, Dale Hanke, Sherry Hersant 
and Gary’s wife, Sandy, the store 
moved to its current location in 2012.

“This has been a place where 
people come to get together and 
catch up,” said Sandy Hanke. “There
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The time spent 
serving community 
was ‘an honor and a 

pleasure’

Celebrating seven decades of service

From left, owners Gary Hanke, Sandy Hanke, Sherry Hersant and Dale Hanke smile in front of the portrait of Roger and Bernice Hanke. The family recently 
sold the store to Hometown Grocers Inc., and their last day arrived at the end of April.� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA



FRIDAY, MAY 13, 2022  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE 5

are people of all ages who just come 
in here and feel comfortable and talk 
about their families, children and 
lives.”

Gary Hanke said that with the sale 
of the store, the family is confident 
the next owners will continue the 
tradition of providing high-quality 
food to the people of Wittenberg.

“We are happy to find another 
grocery store that is family-oriented 
and that shares our values with the 
community,” said Gary Hanke.

“We aren’t completely sure on the 
name yet,” added Sandy Hanke. “I 
believe that they will keep it a Sentry 
Foods, though.”

“Community involvement is one 
of our values,” said Burkhardt. “For 
the most part, we are going to con-
tinue to do the same things that they 
are doing.”

Burkhardt added that over the 

next few months, Hometown Gro-
cers wants to integrate into the com-
munity before they make any major 
changes.

“There are always categories that 
are expanding and shrinking in the 
grocery industry,” said Burkhardt. 
“Over the next few months, those 
things will become evident to us. 
When we first go in, our goal is to 
keep as much the same as possible. 
We want to get to know the people, 
get to know the schedule and keep 
the shelves stocked.”

Sandy Hanke said that the family 
was ready to sell.

“We went to UNFI, the parent 
company of Sentry Foods, and said 
that we are thinking about selling, 
but nothing is concrete yet,” she 
said. “They called us in December 
and said that we have someone who 
might be interested. From there, it 

just kind of happened.”
She added that Hometown Gro-

cers will try to keep the store the 
same as when the Hankes owned and 
ran the store.

“They have said that in so many 
words,” said Sandy Hanke. “They 
want to keep it as local as possible. 
We are not aware of anything new 
that they want to introduce. The 
basics will stay the same. They told 
me that they are going to continue to 
be involved in the community.”

According to Sandy Hanke, 
Hometown Grocers has offered the 
same positions to all of the employ-
ees who are currently employed at 
Hanke’s.

Throughout their existence, Han-
ke’s has been involved by serving the 
community, as well as being involved 
in local organizations.

“We have played a large role in 
the community,” said Sandy Hanke. 
“We help with local groups that 
need support. We put flyers in bags 
for organizations that are doing 
fundraisers. We are there for our 
community; they can shop here 
comfortably.”

She added that they wanted to 
carry on the tradition of supporting 
local businesses and organizations 
that started with her father-in-law.

“Roger was heavily involved in 
the community,” said Sandy Hanke. 
“He was involved with the Legion, 
the church and other organizations. 
It has been what the Hankes have 
been doing since I have known 
them.”

Gary Hanke said that with their 
community activism, the family 
received the Melvin Jones Fellowship 
Award, rewarded by Lions Interna-
tional.

“That is an award given to indi-
viduals and businesses that serve the 
community,” said Gary Hanke. “We 
are really honored to receive that 
award.”

Hersant added that her family 

has always felt like they were a part 
of the community, especially before 
they moved to their current location.

“At the old store, we knew every-
body and could talk to them about 
their lives and families,” said Her-
sant. “With the new store, there are 
some strangers that come in, but we 
get to know them.”

Gary Hanke said that to have the 
opportunity to provide community 
members with groceries has been 
impactful.

“It has been an honor and a plea-
sure to serve our friends and custom-
ers in the Wittenberg area and the 
surrounding communities,” said Gary 
Hanke. “We have developed quite 
a few friendships and relationships 
inside and outside of Wittenberg.”

Reflecting on their time owning 
the store, the family chose some fond 
memories that stuck out over the 
past 70 years.

“I really enjoyed doing our June 
Dairy Month, where I could dress up 
like a character,” said Dale Hanke.

“We also did frozen food months, 
where we would hold contests,” add-
ed Gary Hanke. “There was usually 
a customer who would win a special 
award. We also used to do a produce 
sale — that was always a lot of fun.”

Throughout their time owning 
and managing the store, the Hankes 
said that they have learned a lot 
about being involved in the com-
munity and will continue to stay in 
touch during retirement.

“I don’t see me stopping working 
with community groups,” said Sandy 
Hanke. “I see us doing that, because 
it is what we do. I have made a lot of 
friends. I enjoy people, and I enjoy 
being a part of the community.”

Gary Hanke thanked the staff for 
the hard work that they put in under 
the family’s ownership.

“The staff and our employees have 
been essential to our success,” said 
Gary Hanke. “We appreciate what 
they have done for us.”

Before there was Hanke’s Sentry, Hanke’s Red Owl was the place to go in Wittenberg.
CONTRIBUTED



PAGE 6  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, MAY 13, 2022



FRIDAY, MAY 13, 2022  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE 7

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

As a longtime Wittenberg grocery 
store transfers ownership, members 
of the community have nothing but 
good things to say about the store 
and the family that ran it for decades.

The Hanke family recently sold 
Hanke’s Sentry Foods to Hometown 
Grocers Inc., a subsidiary of Wiscon-
sin-based Festival Foods. Both the 
Hanke family and their store, which 
began as a Red Owl corner store in 
1951, have played a large role in the 
Wittenberg community and left an 
impact on community members.

Wittenberg resident Miriam Nel-
son, who is active in the Crossroads 
Community Theatre, said the Hankes 
have always supported the group.

“Their staff at their store have 
sold our tickets at their service cen-
ter,” said Nelson. “They do that for 
a lot of nonprofit events as it’s a key 
location for the area.”

Nelson said that the Hanke fam-
ily’s relationship with the community 
has always been strong. She gave as 
an example the location they chose 
when they moved the store in 2012.

“It was a big decision for them to 
build a new store, and it turned out 
to be one that was well supported by 
the surrounding area,” said Nelson. 

Wittenberg-Birnamwood Super-
intendent Garrett Rogowski said the 
Hanke family has been great for the 
school district to work with.

“They have supported this com-
munity and school district in so 
many ways. They have provided a 
major resource and need to families 
throughout the entire region,” said 
Rogowski. “They have been a great 
employer in the Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood area. We have been very for-
tunate to have access to such a great 
resource in our community.”

Wittenberg Village President Bill 

Switalla also noted that Hanke’s Sen-
try Foods has provided the commu-
nity with careers as well as groceries.

“They have always provided 
our community with jobs and good 
service,” said Switalla. “They are a 
hometown store. They have lived 
right here in the community; they go 
to the same churches and go to same 
events as the rest of us. They are 
great family to have around. We are 
sorry to see them go.”

Switalla added that the family has 
always supported all of the village’s 
functions and events, including Com-
munity Days, in addition to support-
ing the schools in the district.

The Hanke family said that they 
wanted their store to feel like a place 
where community members could 
meet and visit, as opposed to just 
coming in for groceries. Rogowski 
said that this has been the case in his 
experience.

“It was very common to visit 
the store and chat with many local 
friends and families that were there 
at the same time,” said Rogowski.

Former Wittenberg Chamber of 
Commerce President Travis Rose 
said the store has always been a 
place where he was recognized or he 
recognized someone else.

“It was always fun to be able to 
see community members, knowing 
that there was a local resource with-
out having to drive to a bigger area,” 
said Rose. “That was place that I felt 
comfortable, where I could just en-
gage with others in the community.”

He added that the community is 
very grateful to the Hankes for their 
years of dedication to the people of 
Wittenberg.

“We are very appreciative of the 
efforts that they have made to make 
their service available to us,” said 
Rose. “It is nice to have that local 
resource as opposed to traveling to 
Wausau, Shawano or Green Bay.”

A grateful community says thanks
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