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DOUBLE THE INTEREST, DOUBLE THE FUN
Janus, the two-headed goat, born at Nueske Farm LLC just east of Wittenberg, has been generating interest in this area and as far away as Germany and England. SEE 
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Due to the many disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
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A liberal-leaning state Supreme 
Court candidate pulled off an upset 
win over a conservative incumbent 
backed by Donald Trump when the 
votes were counted Monday from last 
week’s spring election and presidential 
primary.

Three Shawano County Board 
supervisors were voted out, including 
two representing the city of Shawano.

Votes were finally tallied Monday 
after a coronavirus-induced delay of 
the deadline for absentee ballots.

The April 7 election went ahead 
as scheduled in spite of stay-at-home 
orders from the state aimed at curbing 
the spread of the pandemic.

An 11th hour attempt to postpone 
the election by Gov. Tony Evers 
was turned back in court after the 
Republican-controlled Legislature filed 
suit to force the election to be held as 
planned.

However, the court allowed absen-
tee ballots to continue to be received 
until 4 p.m. Monday.

Former Vice President Joe Biden 
easily won the state’s Democratic 
nomination for president against 
Bernie Sanders, who has dropped out 
of the race.

In a hotly-contested state Supreme 
Court race, Jill Karofsky defeated in-
cumbent Daniel Kelly, a Scott Walker 
appointee, though Kelly carried Sha-
wano County, 5,564-3,880.

Results will be certified by the 
Board of Canvass on Wednesday.

District 23, incumbent Supervisor Ray 
Faehling was ousted by challenger 
Aaron Damrau by a vote of 302 to 130. 
The district includes the town of Fair-
banks, village of Tigerton and Ward 2 
of the town of Germania.

Results of municipal and school 
board races around the county in-
cluded the following:

-
didates — Chet Matz, Harvey Johnson 
and Faye Slaney — were vying for 
two trustee seats. There was also a 
registered write-in candidate, Kyle 
Resch. Matz and Johnson were the two 

top vote-getters, with 54 votes and 49 
votes, respectively. Resch garnered 48 
votes and Slaney 34.

candidates were seeking three trustee 
seats. The candidates were Brian 
Owen, Jeff Steig, Corey Zarda, Lee 
Parmer and Chaz Reuter. Steig, with 63 
votes, Parmer, 52, and Owen, 51, were 
elected to the village board. Zarda fin-
ished with 36 votes and Reuter 26.

were four candidates for three trustee 
seats. James Gauthier, with 163 votes, 
Shawn Much, with 148 and Jeff Ko-
epke, 136, were elected to the board. 
Cary Robbins logged 96 votes.

Betsy Rosenow won out over Anna 
Smith, representing the town of Mor-
ris, 332-316; Joe Miller defeated Chenoa 
Martin to represent the Stockbridge-
Munsee Community, 285-183.

Rachael Hoffman defeated Brian 
Gleason for the school board seat rep-
resenting the towns of Fairbanks and 
Wyoming, 369-154.

3 county supervisors  
ousted in spring election

Results delayed after deadline for absentee ballots extended
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

I had a different column lined up 
for this week, but with the blast of 
snow that covered our portion of the 
state, I felt I just couldn’t ignore the 
topic.

We’re all a little stir crazy these 
days as we do our best to avoid each 
other because of COVID-19, and I 
know I’ve experienced a little cabin 
fever lately. Things have been said in 
anger, threats have been made and 
poor behaviors have been exhibited. 
How fortunate that I live alone, or I’m 
sure I might have inflicted irreparable 
harm on a loved one or two.

I do think it’s a bit easier to stay 
hunkered down when the weather is 
bad, so I’m trying to look at this latest 
dumping of Easter snow as more of a 
blessing than a curse.

Communication technology has im-
proved to the point where I can take a 
picture of this winter wonderland and 
immediately share it with my sister-
in-law in Jakarta where it’s 81 degrees, 

my brother, niece 
and nephew, cur-
rently in southern 
California where 
it’s 64 degrees, 
and with my 
sister’s family 
in Lake Geneva, 
where the grass 
is already green! 
Why, oh why do 
I live in north 

central Wisconsin? It seems I used to 
know the answer.

I’m guessing I’ll remember the an-
swer when summer finally returns. For 
now, I’m just grateful that I’m not an 
overly ambitious outdoor enthusiast. 
My patio furniture is still covered and 
protected from what is hopefully our 
last snowfall. My flower beds remain 
dormant, and the daffodils which had 
not yet blossomed might actually sur-
vive. I know I should envy those who 
made the most of those precious few 

beautiful spring days we’ve had so far, 
but I’m still basking in the glory that 
my procrastination has served me well 
once again.

Although each year I dream of hav-
ing a well-maintained and landscaped 
yard, I know that this will not be the 
year for it. Not because I’m busy, lazy, 
preoccupied or any of my usual ex-
cuses, but because I live on, currently, 
the worst street in Wittenberg, and it’s 
finally getting a new road, sidewalks, 
curbs and gutters. There’s really not 
much point in investing time and 
money in something that won’t be seen 
by anyone all summer long.

I’m sure I’ll get annoyed with the 
noise and the disruption that projects 
like this bring, but at least I’ll be able to 
sit back and remember this week and 
be glad that at least it’s not snowing — 
I hope.

Snow for Easter? I must be in Wisconsin

Miriam Nelson is the news editor of the Wittenberg 
Enterprise & Birnamwood News. Readers can contact 

her at mnelson@newmedia-wi.com

MIRIAM NELSON
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WITTENBERG — A new arrival 
at Nueske Farms LLC is generating 
worldwide interest. Janus, a two-head-
ed goat, was born April 5.

A perfectly normal kid was born 
first without any problems. It soon 
became apparent, though, that the sec-
ond kid was going to need help being 
delivered.

“It took a little maneuvering, but we 
were able to welcome our two-headed 
celebrity into the world,” said Carrie 
Nueske, wife of farm co-owner Dan 
Nueske.

According to Nueske, they have 
been getting calls from journalists 
from near and far, including Germany 
and England. They were also contact-
ed by “Inside Edition,” she said.

“Dan’s uncle saw us on his lo-
cal news in Topeka, Kansas,” said 
Nueske. “We are amazed at the at-

tention he is getting.”
She acknowledged that there are 

lots of people following Janus on their 
Facebook page from all over the world 
now.

They decided to name the goat Ja-
nus after the Roman mythological god 
that is usually represented with two 
faces — one to look to the future and 
one to look to the past.

Nueske noted that their goats typi-
cally have one to three kids. They have 
had four on occasion and have even 
had quintuplets in the past two years, 
but they’ve never before had a two-
headed goat. The life expectancy for 
Janus is unknown. The kid is having 
difficulty learning to walk, but Nueske 
and her daughter, Jocelyn Nueske, who 
does most of the herd management, 
have been caring for Janus.

“He’s not really getting the hang of 
it yet, but we keep working on it be-
cause we know that this is going to be 
a necessary skill for him to do well in 
the future if he survives,” said Nueske. 
“We are also are working on giving 
him time everyday to hold his head up 
and strengthen his neck muscles.”

Nueske guesses that the life expec-

tancy will depend a lot on how things 
are working internally and also how 
much each head can function on its 
own and be able to coordinate with the 
other.

“We understand that there is a good 
chance that he may not have a long 
life, but we will care for him as long as 
he will live,” said Nueske.

At this point, both heads can eat, 
and the animal’s digestive system is 
working properly. He is not yet able 
to stand on his own, but each day he is 
able to hold up his head a little better.

Brothers Dan and Billy Nueske 
own and operate Nueske Farms LLC 
at W17878 E Grand Ave., Wittenberg, 
which has just over 300 goats and 70 
kids. One part of the farm is the goat 
dairy. They sell the milk to Saputo, a 
Canadian-based dairy company with 
operations in Wisconsin.

The Nueskes raise goats to be 
added into the herd for milking. The 
company also grows crops for animal 
feed and bedding, as well soybeans and 
corn as cash crops, Nueske added.

mnelson@newmedia-wi.com

Two-headed goat is a celebrity
Nueskes offer special 

care for rare kid
By MIRIAM NELSON

Janus, a rare two-headed goat, was named after a 
Roman god with two faces. The kid arrived April 
5 and is doing well, considering his condition. 
Nueske Farms LLC has a Facebook page which has 
generated interest in the kid from many coun-
tries. 
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I hope this newsletter is finding you 
all well as we continue to do our best 
in addressing the safety and health of 
one another, our families and our com-
munity. During this unprecedented 
time, I want to take this opportunity to 
provide some updates to our students, 
families and residents that many may 
be wondering about.

First, we will make an official 
decision in early May as to whether 
summer school 2020 will be offered. 
At this time, with all of our ongoing 
construction and the fact that we are 
still uncertain as to how the Safer at 
Home Order will play out, it is too 
early to confirm whether we will be 
offering a summer school program. For 
all interested, we will make a definitive 
decision on this in early May.

Regarding construction, because 
trade contractors are allowed to 
continue with project work as of now, 
we are continuing to get much done in 
the schools while students are learning 
at home. A question I often get asked 
is, “Since there are no students in 
the buildings, will you be completing 
the referendum project sooner than 
expected?” Although we are getting 
much more done in the buildings at 
this time, many of the contractors have 
scheduled a timeline of work between 
now and the fall. Which means if 
they were scheduling WB schools in 
July or August, we may not be able 
to move them up into an earlier slot. 
Additionally, other factors can impact 
the schedule, too, such as material 
availability, the health of the crews and 
rules they need to follow regarding 
building access. But, we will continue 
to forge ahead as much as possible 
to ensure our buildings are ready by 
September 2020.

Finally, in my last newsletter I 
addressed the graduating class of 

2020. I have been 
receiving some 
questions regard-
ing the gradua-
tion ceremony 
and other events 
that our students 
are missing as 
a result of this 
mandated school 
closure. We have 
every intention of 

providing our seniors with a gradua-
tion ceremony. Ideally, we would like 
to have a traditional ceremony that 
may require us to move the event into 
late summer. But if we are able to, we 
would still like to provide this to our 
graduating seniors. Also, if possible, 
we would still like to honor our award 
winners with an awards assembly, 
potentially a senior class trip opportu-
nity, and are even having discussions 
surrounding the idea of junior prom. 
Of course, much of this will depend 
on whether we are permitted to as-
semble by law before the next school 
year starts and logistical challenges 
that we’ll need to work around. But 
all of that aside, we feel very strongly 
that our students deserve these op-
portunities and will do what we can to 
provide them.

In closing, as soon as we are able 
to make more definitive decisions 
regarding much of this, we will plan to 
share that with everyone at that time. I 
want to thank you for your continued 
support and confidence in the work 
we are continuing to do with your chil-
dren and welcome any feedback you 
have for the school district regarding 
measures we can take to make this ex-
perience a positive one for all students.

The fate of Wittenberg-Birnamwood 
summer school will be decided in May

Garrett Rogowski is the superintendent of the 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood School District.

GARRETT ROGOWSKI

This is the Friday-only 
COVID-19 Journal 

version of NEW Media’s 
Shawano Leader, 

Wittenberg Enterprise & 
Birnamwood News and 
Oconto County Times 

Herald. Find us online at 
www.newmedia-wi.com
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Village clerk’s office 
closed indefinitely

The Wittenberg village clerk’s 

office has closed indefinitely due to 
COVID-19.

Residents will still be able to con-
tact the clerk on a daily basis by call-

ing 715-253-6063 or emailing wittbrg@
gmail.com.

Payments or concerns can be 
mailed to P.O. Box 331, Wittenberg, WI 

54499. There is also the option of us-
ing the drop off box on the right side 
wall inside the Wittenberg Commu-
nity Center located at 208 W. Vinal St.

NTC offers free 
babysitting class online

Northcentral Technical College is 
responding to a growing community 
demand for trained childcare provid-
ers by offering a free babysitting class 

online. Developed by NTC’s Early 
Childhood Education faculty, Baby-
sitting 101 will prepare students to be 
safe, effective and responsible baby 
sitters. This course is available for 
anyone age 13 or older and introduces 
babysitting skills for maintaining 

safety and health, handling emergen-
cies and understanding child devel-
opment and caregiving techniques.

Anyone in need of Wi-Fi capabili-
ties to complete the class online can 
safely access the internet from their 
vehicles in the parking lots of NTC’s 

Wausau, Antigo and Wittenberg 
campuses by connecting to the NTC-
Guest wireless.

Babysitting 101 is available 
on-demand through June 30. To 
sign up, visit www.ntc.edu/calen-
dar/2020/04/06/babysitting-101.
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S P O RT S
AT H L E T E  P R O F I L E :  J U ST I N  K E E N E Y

COVID-19 may hold back Witt-Birn golfer from history
WITTENBERG — With an ex-

perienced roster, the Wittenberg-
Birnamwood High School boys golf 
team was hoping to make some 
history this spring by winning a 
Central Wisconsin Conference title, 
which would have been the school’s 
first-ever conference crown. The 
coronavirus has put that goal on 
hold for senior Justin Keeney as the 
rest of the Chargers.

Through three years, Keeney has 
already put together a strong high 
school career, making it to section-
als as an individual in his sopho-
more season and then helping the 
team reach sectionals last spring.

As a junior, Keeney made the 
CWC first team after making the 
second team as a sophomore.

Q: When did your interest in 
golf begin?

A: I would have to say early on in 
middle school. Just playing with my 
relatives, that’s what really got me 
into golf.

Q: What is your favorite part 
about the season?

A: In the middle of it. It’s kinda 
just when we’re still having fun and 
have nothing really to be stressed 
about other than just making sure 
your caught up with schoolwork.

Q: You were heading into your 
senior season in the only sport 
you play, so just how would it 
make you feel if the coronavirus 
wiped out the golf season?

A: It would definitely be upset-
ting and a little heartbreaking, but 
sometimes that’s just life. You kinda 
have to adapt to being at home all 
day for the next month. Some things 
are bigger than golf.

Q: Your team was bringing 
back a strong core this season. 
Just how disappointing is it that 

you might not get the chance to 
finish what you started?

A: Yeah, it’s tough. Our school 
has actually never won conference 
for golf and that was one thing 
we were expecting to do this year 
because we’ve all been working hard 
and getting better throughout the 
past summer and this spring. It’s 
tough, but you just got to go with 
the flow.

Q: With no ruling on spring 
sports yet, how are you staying 
prepared should the season start 

at some point?
A: I’ve got a net and a mat that I 

can put down in my garage and just 
work on my swing. I’ve been having 
lessons over the winter with one of 
the guys (Joe Wood) at SentryWorld. 
I’ve just been swinging all winter 
long and that’s helped me a lot.

Q: Talk about what the last 
several weeks have been like for 
you, as you were approaching 
graduation and are now not in 
school at all.

A: It’s been a rollercoaster. I 

mean, two weeks before our spring 
break, they were starting to put rules 
into affect, but then all of a sudden, 
schools were shut down and basical-
ly everything was put on lockdown.

It’s been weird to think you can’t 
go anywhere, you can’t do anything. 
All the schoolwork you have to do, 
you have to do it at home.

You start hearing things in the 
news and you get excited that, “Oh, 
maybe it’ll go back to normal,” and 
then something else will happen.

Q: What’s your favorite memo-
ry of competing on the Witten-
berg-Birnamwood golf team?

A: Favorite memory would prob-
ably have to be sophomore year, 
when Ian (Resch) and I qualified for 
sectionals. That was really the first 
time that he and I had ever done 
something in our season that kind of 
took us by surprise — we didn’t re-
ally expect to be there at sectionals, 
let alone in my second year of golf. 
It was just a cool moment to see all 
the work we’d done throughout the 
season paid off.

Q: Favorite TV show, movie 
and musical artist?

A: TV show — I don’t really 
watch TV all that much, so I guess 
I’d just have to go with “The Office.” 
Movie — “Saving Private Ryan.” I 
love history and that’s right up my 
alley. Musical artist — NF.

Q: What is your favorite thing 
to do when you are not in school 
or competing in a high school 
sport?

A: Definitely hunting and fishing.

Wittenberg-Birnamwood’s Justin Keeney connects on a putt during the 2019 WIAA Division 2 Mosinee 
Sectional at Indianhead Golf Course. 

AT A GLANCE
ATHLETE: Justin Keeney
SPORT: Boys golf
SCHOOL: Wittenberg-Birnamwood High School
YEAR: Senior
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Life goes on

Qualheim’s True Value employee David Aschenbrener, right, helps Jaxson Schider, 8, and Kira Schider, 
4, both of Tigerton, select some chicks to start their family’s first venture into raising chickens at the 
family homestead near Tigerton. Alecia Schider said the family has been considering the project for a 
while, but now, the children are very interested in seeing it started. The chicks, living under warm lights 
at the True Value store in Shawano, are a couple of days old. 
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WITTENBERG — “Maintenance 
is tricky on buildings over 100 years 
old,” said Walls of Wittenberg Presi-
dent Elaine Knab. “But we’re happy to 
do our part to keep the WOWSPACE 
safe and beautiful.”

New anodized aluminum frames 
were installed last week on the front 
windows of the WOWSPACE build-
ing at 114 Vinal St. By replacing the 
deteriorating wooden frames, the 
windows will be more secure and 
will be easier to maintain, according 
to Steve Vera, a WOW board mem-
ber who serves on the organization’s 
building committee.

Omni Glass and Paint in Oshkosh 
did the work on replacing the frames, 
and installers from their Wausau 
branch were in charge of the instal-
lation. Vera and local contractor Dan 

Wisotzke were on hand to help with 
the project.

“It’s always expensive to do this 
type of repair,” Knab said, “but we 
were able to reuse the windows, so 
that helped a lot.”

No one is certain when the build-
ing was built. The best guess, accord-
ing to some court papers, suggests it 
was around 1884.

WOW is a nonprofit organization 
that raises money to pay for pro-
fessional artists to paint murals on 
the outside walls of businesses and 
schools in Wittenberg. Their purpose 
is to promote tourism through art and 
education. Since it formed in 2005, 
WOW has sponsored 30 murals.

The WOWSPACE serves as an art 
gallery to four art shows a year and 
an event space for the yearly Dueling 
Pianos show, which generates money 
for the adjacent Art Park, and as a 
theater space for two productions a 

year. Some of the money generated 
from the theater productions pays 
for the bands hired for the three free 
summer concerts in the Art Park. All 
WOW fundraisers contribute 25% of 
the money raised to help support the 
maintenance and costs of operating 
the WOWSPACE.

Knab noted that WOW canceled its 
Wine, Beer and Cheese Gala, the main 
fundraiser of the year, due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. The window frame 
replacement had been scheduled to be 
completed before the gala, which was 
to be held April 24. The gala serves 
as the opening of the spring art show, 
which had to be cancelled as well. The 
next show, which was to feature art 
from the students in the Wittenberg-
Birnamwood School District, has also 
been canceled. Knab noted that the 

summer concerts in the Art Park may 
be canceled, depending on the status 
of the pandemic.

mnelson@newmedia-wi.com

An old building gets new window frames
By MIRIAM NELSON

Good weather on April 6 and 7 helped make the 
installation of new window frames at the WOW-
SPACE in downtown Wittenberg an easier task 
for WOW workers Steve Vera and Dan Wisotzke. 
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