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A new season looms for 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood 
High School’s football 
team, but the Chargers 
have some lofty goals 
that they hope will 
improve upon the 2018 
season, when they 
finished 3-6.
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Chargers prepare 
for brand new 
football season         

Burglary charge 
against William 
Switalla dropped
Wittenberg’s village 
president will not face 
a felony conviction, but 
he will be doing com-
munity service to wipe a 
misdemeanor count off 
the books.
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NO ONE IN THE LIBRARY BUT US CHICKENS
Derryck Graham, of Tigerton, holds Blueberry, one of a dozen chickens with the Tigerton School District’s chicken coop project, during a visit to 
the Tigerton Public Library. READ THE FULL STORY ON PAGE 18. LEAH LEHMAN
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COMMUNITY   Music 
came alive in Shawano 
over the weekend as the 
41st annual Folk Music 
Festival took place.
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ENTERPRISE
WITTENBERG

& BIRNAMWOOD NEWS Elusive set of keys prompts chase
I suppose there comes a time for 

many people when they just can’t find 
the simplest of things. My keys have 
been missing for a couple of days — 
not my car keys, which also carry my 
mailbox key and the key to my front 
door, but the ones that open every-
thing else, like my back door.

I’m guessing it’s God’s way of say-
ing “get a little exercise” as I have had 

to make my way 
from the garage 
at the back of my 
property to the 
front door.

Many women 
choose to wear a 
purse every day, 
but I am not one 
of those women. 
I also find humor 
in “wearing” a 
purse, but as 
far as I know, 

that is still the proper way for it to be 
phrased. The chances of my keys being 
in my purse were remote, but I had to 
start somewhere.

The search through that one purse 
that I do use on occasion proved 
fruitless but amusing, at least by my 
standards. I found a lollipop that 
claimed to have gum in the middle. 
Not being a gum-chewer, it gave me 
pause to wonder why I would even 
have that type of confectionery in my 
possession. A partial unwrap and the 

obligatory lick for flavor and fresh-
ness quickly determined this was not 
for me. Still not sure why I wrapped it 
up and threw it back in, but that’s for 
another column.

The purse contained other trea-
sures received from the gal pals in my 
life. A bejewelled-purse-holder-upper, 
not sure that’s the actual name but it 
does describe its purpose of attach-
ing to a table top so that the purse can 
hang from it rather than collect dirt 
from a restaurant floor. Not sure why 
I would eat at a restaurant with dirty 
floors, but I remember how excited my 
friends were when we all received our 
very own bejewelled-purse-holder-
upper.

In a small slim box, I found a clev-
erly marketed plastic spray bottle filled 
with liquid to be sprayed in your toilet 
bowl to mask any unpleasant odors. 
This was another gift from one of the 
gal pals accompanied by several laughs 
and bets as to whose would be empty 
first. I’m guessing the inventor of this 
novelty has made millions by being in 
the right place at the right time. Not 
much call for this type of product in 
the days of the pioneer when outhous-
es were all the rage.

Most surprising, at the very bottom 
of the purse, was the collection of pens 
I could never find when needed. I’m 
guessing this cache is the reason I tend 
to buy a package of pens as frequently 
as some people buy jars of mayonnaise 

— we can’t remember if we have it, but 
we don’t want to be without.

I suppose it would be prudent to 
check my refrigerator to see just how 
many jars of mayonnaise I have in 
there. What a bonus if I found my keys. 
I can honestly say I’ve never misplaced 
my keys in the refrigerator, but I do 
fear that day is coming.

My dining room table serves as 
command central in my house and is 
cleverly decorated in tornado chic. 
There are medicines and vitamins 
and supplements to ensure I enjoy a 
long and happy existence. There is a 
bowl of fruit to provide easy access 
to a healthy snack. A few mountains 
of newspapers and magazines take a 
proprietary sprawl across most of the 
surface — I should be allowed, I’m in 
the business — and I’m pretty sure 
there’s a plaque saying messy people 
are geniuses somewhere.

In my effort to find my keys on my 
table, I found a book of H.C. Ander-
sen’s fairy tales I bought a year ago 
when a friend called to say she’s a 
grandma. At this rate, that boy will be 
in college before he gets it. When I 
moved the book to read a few passag-
es, I heard a familiar jingle as my keys 
fell from the notebook I had also been 
missing. Color me happy.

Miriam Nelson is the news editor of the Wittenberg 
Enterprise and Birnamwood News. Readers can contact 

her at mnelson@newmedia.com

MIRIAM NELSON

Y E A R S  G O N E  BY
Aug. 16, 1956 • 63 Years Ago

Dr. Marvin Olson, Wittenberg, 
has been named chairman for 
Wisconsin of the World Medical 
Association.

Walter Haupt leased his gas sta-
tion on Highway 29 and 45 to Webb 
Oil Company. Elmer Crowell named 
as manager.

Over 1,500 people attend Diamond 
Jubilee at Homme Home for Boys. 
Sunday morning service featured a 
solo by David Peterson and music by 
organist Sylvia Peterson. Afternoon 
program was led by alumni, employ-
ees and friends of Homme Orphan’s 
Home. Memorial service at Rev. E.J. 
Homme’s graveside at First Lutheran 
Church. Reunion of 200 former 
residents was held at Bible Camp on 
Crooked Lake.

Rew Motors in Birnamwood now 
carries Ford tractors.

Ad for Moody’s Rexall Drug Store 
has bobby pins for 19 cents, Anacin 
98 cents and cameras $4.49 to $24.95.

Mattoon leads the northern divi-
sion of the WRV Baseball League 
with 10 wins and three losses.

Marriage: Miss Betty Jane 
Schwalbach, Elderon, married Ber-
nard Szalewski of Rosholt.

Births: Kristine Ann, Aug. 9, to 
Mr. and Mrs. C. Oleson, Chicago. 
Local grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. 
C.J. Sundet; Mary Jean, Aug 10, to 
Leonard Long, Milwaukee. Local 
grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Otto 
Draeger and Mr. and Mrs. Chauncey 
Long; a daughter to Mr. and Mrs. 
Eugene Ostrowski, Eland, on Aug. 13; 
a daughter to Mr. and Mrs. George 
Dettmering, Wittenberg, on Aug. 10.

Obits: Albin G. Kaiser, 55, Gal-
loway; Edwin E. Westphal, 63, Pella; 
Jacob Zulauf, 70, Norrie, was born in 
Switzerland.
Aug. 16, 1946 • 73 Years Ago

Marriages: Miss Carol Kaufman, 
Birnamwood, to Melvin Discher, 
Oshkosh, on Aug. 10. Leon Dean and 
Mrs. Ellen Diestler, both of Wit-

tenberg, on Aug. 7. Irenus Hoekstra, 
Wittenberg, to Miss Beatrice Thaler, 
Wauwatosa, Aug. 3.

Births: A son to Mr. and Mrs. 
Felix Esker, Hatley; a daughter to 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernhard Christianson, 
Eland.

Obits: Mrs. Justine Emmel, 72; 
Dan Carroll, 33, Eland; Fred Holm, 
formerly of Elderon, was born in 
Brevig, Norway, on Dec. 20, 1880.
Aug. 17, 1933 • 86 Years Ago

A proclamation signed by Gov. 
A.G. Schmedeman encouraging 
Wisconsin residents to support Na-
tional Recovery to help save homes, 
homesteads and farms.

Central Wisconsin Baseball As-
sociation reports Wittenberg beats 
Mattoon 10-8 in a 10-inning game; 
Elderon defeats Morris 6-1.

Wittenberg is the only small town 
in this section of the state to be 
favored with the Metro-Goldwyn-
Mayer Traveling Motion Picture 
Studio on world tour.
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WADC annual 
meeting on Friday

By MIRIAM NELSON

WITTENBERG — The Wittenberg 
Area Development Corp. will be hav-
ing its annual meeting Friday at Tav-
ern Front, 207 W. Vinal St., Wittenberg 
at noon. Anyone interested in finding 
out more about this organization is 
invited to attend.

The WADC — a nonprofit orga-
nization composed of local business 
owners and representatives — works 
under the village of Wittenberg board 
as an initial contact to bring in and 
retain area businesses. In the past, the 
development corporation has success-
fully acted as a confidential liaison 
between the village and business 
owners.

Shane Resch has been involved 
in the group for eight years and has 
served as president the past two years.

“Our role is getting potential busi-
nesses the information they need to 
decide if our community would be a 
good fit for their business,” said Resch. 
“We also work to sell the community 
as a destination for potential busi-
nesses.”

This past year, the WADC has been 
offering matching grants up to $1,000 
to existing businesses making im-
provements in their buildings. To date, 
Down to Earth Healing and Massage, 
Wittenberg Area Historical Society, 
Hanke’s Sentry Foods, Tavern Front 
and Resch Lanes have applied and 
have been approved for grants.

According to board member Dick 
Beversdorf, there is still another $5,000 
available and special consideration is 
given to members of the Wittenberg 
Area Chamber of Commerce.

To be considered for a grant, 
contact Treasurer Scott Nyman at 715-
253-2111.

Resch is hoping the WADC can re-
cruit at least one business to the com-
munity in the next five years. Ideally, 
that business would go in the business 
park, but anywhere in the community 
would be fine. The goal is to help 
generate high-paying jobs and increase 
local tax revenue for the community.

“We are looking for anyone with 
an interest in bringing new business to 
the area,” said Resch. “Unique per-
spective is a plus.”

The board currently has openings 
for people who want to serve on the 
board. Resch will be stepping down as 
president due to increasing demands 
of his business and home life.

mnelson@newmedia-wi.com



WITTENBERG — A felony burglary 
charge against Wittenberg Village 
President and Shawano County Su-

pervisor William J. Switalla was dis-
missed Thursday and a misdemeanor 
count of theft will also be wiped off 
the books if Switalla abides by the 
conditions of a deferred prosecution 
agreement.

Switalla will have to perform 40 
hours of community service over the 
next six months as part of that agree-
ment.

After the hearing, Switalla said he 
already performs a lot of community 
service for the village and county, 
but will do additional work.

“I could use up half of those hours 
with what I normally do, but what 
I’d like to do is come to Shawano and 
work with the homeless shelter,” he 
said. “I’ve always wanted to do that 
because I’ve looked at the numbers 
on the homeless shelter and it’s defi-
nitely a need.”

Switalla was accused of breaking 
into a garage and taking a grill from a 
property the county had acquired in 
tax foreclosure.

According to the criminal com-
plaint, Switalla was among several 
county officials who went out to 
view the property at 715 Webb St. in 
Wittenberg on April 24 of last year to 
establish a sale price.

When the county treasurer’s office 
held an open house at the property 
for interested buyers, the staff no-
ticed that the house and garage door 
were unlocked and items appeared to 
be missing from the garage.

Neighbors informed them that 
they had seen Switalla loading a grill 

from the garage into his van, accord-
ing to the complaint.

Switalla later returned the grill to 
the property.

Switalla’s attorney, Paul Payant, 
had previously argued that there 
had been no felony committed; that 
Switalla removed the grill from the 
property along with garbage he of-
fered to clean up for the county at 
the property the county had ac-
quired.

Payant also questioned whether 
County Treasurer Deb Wallace, who 
signed the non-consent form stating 
Switalla had no authority to take the 
grill, was in a position to claim own-
ership of the property.

Michael Balskus, from the Win-
nebago County District Attorney’s 
Office, who was appointed special 
prosecutor in the case, told the court 
that Switalla “exhibited bad judg-
ment” in taking the grill, but he noted 
Switalla returned the property.

“There’s really no need for a 
criminal conviction,” he said.

Balskus was appointed after the 
Shawano County District Attorney’s 
Office, which originally charged the 
case, determined there could be a 
conflict of interest given that Switalla 
is a county official.

Payant told the court Switalla 
intended to dispose of the grill along 
with the other garbage he had cleaned 
up, but because of the grill’s weight he 
couldn’t throw it in the dumpster and 
took it home with him temporarily.

Payant said outside assessments 
of the grill had placed its value at $2 
to $2.50.

Balskus said in an interview after 
the hearing he agreed with those as-
sessments.

“The inside was pretty well rotten 
out,” he said.

According to the criminal com-
plaint, Wallace had placed the grill’s 
value at $100.

Payant said after the hearing he 
didn’t believe charges would have 
been brought had there been better 
communication between the county 
and Switalla.

He said Switalla was in this situ-
ation because he was performing a 
service for the community.

“Never has he kept anything, but 
he’s cleaned garbage up,” Payant 
said. “I don’t think anybody would 
consider that a crime.”

Switalla said after the hearing 
that he didn’t know what motivated 
prosecution of the case.

tryan@newmedia-wi.com
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Burglary charge dropped against village president
Misdemeanor theft charge will be dismissed after community service

By TIM RYAN
Reporter
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No witches in ‘Crafting Disorder,’ but plenty of mystery
“Crafting Disorder” by Regina 

Welling and Erin Lynn sounds like a 
book filled with spell-casting witches, 
but there wasn’t even one to be found.

The quiet village of Ponderosa 
Pines got its start when wealthy ideal-
ists came there to form a commune. 

Over the years it 
has morphed in a 
very caring com-
munity of inde-
pendent souls.

Emmalina 
Valentina Tor-
rence (aka EV) is 
one of the most 
independent. She’s 
the daughter of a 
founding family 
and she loves Pon-
derosa Pines with 

a fierce and protective kind of love.
It is early October and EV has en-

listed the aid of Chloe Larue in deco-
rating the town for Halloween. Chloe 
is the daughter of one of EV’s dearest 
friends. She has recently returned to 
Ponderosa Pines after working in jobs 
that just didn’t fit. EV usually enjoys 

decorating, but a recent scandal and 
murder has her concerned. Has her be-
loved town fallen prey to the violence 
of the wider world?

As one of the town elders, she hears 

most concerns and complaints before 
the local police do. That doesn’t sit 
well with Deputy Dalton. This time, 
he’s upset that people are telling EV 
about a recent rash of thefts that aren’t 
really thefts because the items were ei-
ther tossed out or hadn’t been used in 
ages and the owners would have gladly 
given them away if asked.

EV doesn’t have time for the petty 
thefts because she is concerned about 
someone trying to create trouble 
between Ponderosa Pines and neigh-
boring Gilmore by hinting that the 
Pines wants to merge with Gilmore, 
but nothing could be further from the 
truth. EV has the niggling feeling that 
this mess is somehow connected to the 
scandal and murder.

Running along with the mystery 
is the fact that Dalton had a huge 

crush on EV when they were teens, 
but she only had eyes for the arrogant 
Remy. When Remy dumped her EV 
lost some of her special spark. Thirty 
years later, and Dalton still hopes to 
learn her painful secret and win EV’s 
heart.

While EV is dodging Dalton, Chloe 
is fighting her feelings for Police 
Detective Nate. She’s determined to 
remain in Ponderosa Pines and thinks 
that Nate only wants to return to Port-
land. It doesn’t take EV long to solve 
the “theft” problem, but not before 
someone reports that a sasquatch has 
been sighted in the area.

Soon the town is in chaos as 
sasquatch-hunters arrive in droves, 
but EV has a solution for that problem, 
too. When the dust clears EV, Dalton, 
Chloe and Nate have budding relation-
ships, and Ponderosa Pines settles 
down again. This mess might be over, 
but the foursome still have to find out 
who is behind the fake merger and 
why. All evidence points to Remy, but 
he’s been gone a long time, why would 
he want to make trouble for his home-
town? That is a plot for another book.

AT A GLANCE
BOOK: “Crafting Disorder”
AUTHOR: Regina Welling and Erin Lynn
PUBLISHER: CreateSpace Independent Publishing 

Platform
PUBLISHED: Nov. 17, 2015
PAGES: 194

JAN JONES

B O O KS  A N D  M O R E
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WOLF RIVER LUTHERAN

SPANISH TEACHER
Wolf River is looking for a part time 

Spanish Teacher to teach Spanish 1, 
Spanish 2, and Spanish 3 in the mornings, 
preferably. The teacher needs to have as a 
minimum a Bachelor’s Degree with a major 

or a minor in Spanish.

If you are interested or you have the contact 

information of someone who may be 

interested, please contact Principal Jiter at

j.jiter@wrlhs.org or

715-745-2400

Q&A WITH 
KARSYN DELFORGE

Student spends a month in Spain
By MIRIAM NELSON

News Editor

Editor’s Note: The Enterprise & 
News recently chatted with Karsyn Del-
forge about her Spanish language im-
mersion experience this summer. She’ll 
be a senior at Wittenberg-Birnamwood 
High School this fall and is the daugh-
ter of Andy and Stacey Delforge of 
Birnamwood.

Q: What did you do this sum-
mer?

A: Through a Study Programs 
International trip, I spent a month 
in San Sebastian, Spain, participat-
ing in a Spanish language immersion 
program. I had done some research 
online and felt that SPI offered the 
best experience for me.

Q: How long were you there 
and where did you stay?

A: I was there from June 28 until 
July 27, along with other students 

from all over the U.S. We stayed 
with host families. I paired up with 
another student from Laguna Beach, 
California, and we stayed in an 
apartment with our host mother. 
She had four grown daughters who 
would sometimes stop by with their 
families. She has been hosting stu-
dents for the past 10 years and was 
originally from Ecuador, though she’s 
lived more than half her life in San 
Sebastian.

Q: What inspired you to take 
this type of trip?

A: Ever since I was younger I 
always wanted to go somewhere. My 
mom went to Australia her senior 
year, and some of my friends did a 
program like this the year before. 
I loved speaking Spanish and it 
seemed like Spain was the place to 
go.

Q: How did you prepare for 
this trip?

Wittenberg-Birnamwood High School student Karyn Delforge spent a month on Spain this summer in a 
Spanish language immersion program. She is posing by El Peine del Viento, “The Wind Comb” a sculp-
ture that is the emblem of the city, San Sebastian, Spain.  CONTRIBUTED
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A: I’ve had three years of Span-
ish at WBHS. Most colleges require 
two years of another language, so at 
WBHS the first two years of classes 
are generally full, but my third year, 
there were only six in my class. I felt 
the trip was a great opportunity to 
become more fluent and get to see 
how people live in Spain.

Q: What was San Sebastian like?
A: It sure was a lot bigger than 

anything I’m used to. The population 
of the city is about 180,000 and the 
entire metro area is over 400,000. 
There were some familiar American 
chain restaurants like Burger King, 
and Pizza Hut, but there were lots 
of traditional restaurants and small 
retail stores to explore. It’s located 
on the north coast of Spain, about 
12 miles from France. Having three 
beaches it naturally brings in a lot of 
tourists.

Q: How did you spend your 
time?

A: We had classes Monday through 
Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. broken 
into two sessions, one for grammar 
and the other for speaking. There 
were three different levels to be in 
and I was in the middle level. The 
kids in the high level were ones who 
came from bigger schools; some 
of them have been taking Spanish 
classes since kindergarten. Each class 

included some cultural information 
as well. On occasion we would take a 
field trip instead of going to classes. 
We saw the Running of the Bulls in 
Pamplona, visited the Guggenheim 
Museum in Bilboa and we did a day 
trip into France.

Q: Did you speak only Spanish 
the entire time?

A: We did with our teachers and 
host parents. When we were on 
our own we’d speak English with 
each other. Sometimes we’d go to a 
restaurant and the waiters could tell 
we were Americans and would start 
speaking English with us and we’d 
have to tell them we needed to prac-
tice our Spanish. Sometimes it was 
hard to understand some people. San 
Sebastian is in the Basque area so the 
dialect is different. Also, some spoke a 
French-Basque dialect.

Q: What were some of the dif-
ferences in their lifestyle?

A: My host mom would feed us 
breakfast and then send us off to 
school with a bag lunch. Because 
lunch was the biggest meal of the day 
we would often stop at a local market 
as well. We’d have free time until 
about 4 p.m. and then usually did an 
activity until 6 p.m. Supper wasn’t 
until 9 or 9:30 p.m., so that took a little 
getting used to.

So many people walk or ride a 

bike over there and you could tell the 
city put a lot of planning to have easy 
access for pedestrians and designated 
bike routes. The parks are so beauti-
ful with lots of fountains and flowers. 
The markets would have things like 
pig heads or legs hanging up in the 
window.

Q: What was the cost of the 
program?

A: It was $7,000 for the program 
and another $1,000 for the airfare 
and then our own spending money. I 
brought 200 euros, a little over $200 
and burned through most of that in 
the first week so. Most everyone uses 
a debit card over there so I did that 
and saved my cash for the ice cream 
stands!

Q: What do you plan to do 
now?

A: I’m looking forward to my 
senior year. I’m on the dance team 
and I’m the football manager. I plan 
to audition for the musical and I’m 
excited get back to Spanish class.

Q: What are your plans for the 
future?

A: I’d like to go to college for 
speech pathology and Spanish. As a 
speech therapist I can work in schools 
or nursing homes or hospitals or have 
a private practice. I’m leaning towards 
working in schools because I love 
working with children and I think my 

Spanish could come in handy.
Q: Would you recommend that 

other students take a language im-
mersion class?

A: I think it was a great experience 
and most anyone could benefit from 
living in another country and speak-
ing a second language. Europe is a 
great choice because so many people 
speak more than one language and 
some have a basic knowledge of sev-
eral languages. When I get to college, 
I’m going to look into maybe taking a 
semester abroad program. I’d love to 
go to southern Spain.

mnelson@newmedia-wi.com
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CELEBRATIONS
UW-MADISON

Abby Alft, Tigerton, graduated from 

the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
this spring with a Master of Physician 
Assistant Studies.

Matthew Nousen, son of Ryan and Sadie Nousen, snuggles Mercades at the Wisconsin Valley Fair in 
Wausau Aug. 1-2. A member of the Plover Valley 4-H club, Nousen showed the fall yearling heifer, 
owned by Dillon Breyer, earning a top blue in his class. Nousen also earned a purple merit ribbon for 
best of show on his handcrafted axe. The Nousens live in Birnamwood. CONTRIBUTED

Earning the ribbon


