December 17, 2021

"TIS THE SEASON TO SHOP LOCAL

There are just seven shopping days late to check out the deals at local stores and the sights of the season, like the trees and other decorations at Village Park in Bonduel. WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA
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Visit Bottle House Antiques at
701 5. Main St., Shawarno
for some exciting Christmas gift ideas!

920 5. Franklin 5t.
Shawano

715-526-5031
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SIGHTS OF THE SEASON
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The downtown Shawano shopping district lights up during the Santa Parade on Dec. 3.

The WOWSPACE eagle sculpture and American flag complement Wittenberg's Christmas tree. A gingerbread house contest staged inside Magee's Radiator Services on Dec. 2 recreated scenes of
LUKE REIMER | NEW MEDIA  downtown Oconto Falls. WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA
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Bonduel village crews worked hard to clear the streets after last weekend's big snowfall, and warmer temperatures in the following days helped, too. WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA
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High school senior learns welding via apprenticeship

Aidan Patza, a senior at Gillett
High School, applied for a youth
apprenticeship this year and is
employed at L&N Metal Works in
Gillett as an apprentice welder.

L&N Metal Works is a commer-
cial metal fabricator that provides
architectural fabrications, including
decorative metal railings, cable rail-
ings, handrails, guardrails, ladders,
bollards, fencing, gates and entrance
canopies for commercial and resi-
dential customers.

As a youth apprentice with the

New North Youth Apprenticeship
Consortium, Patza has a checklist
of welding and employability skills
that he is working to perfect over
the course of the year. To round out
his youth apprenticeship training,
he has also taken related classes in
Northeast Wisconsin Technical Col-
lege welding, general metals, metal
fabrication, manufacturing (Tiger
Enterprise), cabinetshop and build-
ing trades.

“Aidan has been a leader in class
and is willing to take on challenging

projects,” said Preston Zimmerman,
Gillett YA adviser/technical educa-
tion teacher and events coordinator
for the New North Youth Appren-
ticeship Consortium. “Aidan is cur-
rently the CEO of our Tiger Enter-
prise class, which involves managing
numerous tasks and classmates.
Aidan is also a member of the GHS
Skills USA chapter.”

Jenny West, office manager at
L&N, also noted that Patza has been
a great addition.

“Whatever needs to be done, he is
quick to step up and help in any way
that he can,” West said. “He is a very
responsible and respectable young
man.”

L&N agreed to be a part of the
Youth Apprenticeship program
because they say it is a great way
to collaborate with the school and
provide students with additional edu-
cational opportunities.

“We see it as a chance for stu-
dents to see what actual employers
look for and expect from their em-
ployees,” West said. “Students get
on-the-job training, allowing them
to apply and expand on the knowl-
edge they are getting in school.

There seem
to be fewer
and fewer
students
interested in
working in
the trades. It
gives us the
chance to
mentor a stu-
dent who is
truly interest-
ed in learning
more about

our industry
and the career opportunities that are
available.”

Patza recently enlisted into the
U.S. Marine Corps and will be going
to basic training upon graduation.
Patza’s hobbies are working out
and reading literature on personal
growth.

“His good work ethic and passion
to learn new skills will give Aidan a
huge advantage as he graduates and
moves on in life,” West said.

For information on New North
Youth Apprenticeship opportunities,
go to https://newnorthya.weebly.
com.

AIDAN PATZA
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Appearing Every Week
in the Shawano Leader, Oconto County Times Herald,

and the Wittenberg Enterprise and Birnamwood News.
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RESTAURANT
& LOUNGE

WC&M

1
"II-..

e T OWN<<<-

% _ Stop in to visit Santa @ Seasons Restaurant
201 N. Airport Rd Shawano WI
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1482 E. GREEN BAY STREET, SHAWANO WI | (715) 526 - 6196 | SENZIGS.COM

SCONSIN g FURNITURE GIANT SINCE 1965 *
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ENTER OUR GIVEAWAY

Wet Sounds SHIVR-55 Desert Tan Bluetooth® Soundbar Cooler
Register In-Store. Winner will be announced New Year's Day (1/1)

HOLIDAY SALE

ENDS DECEMBER 31

FREE DELIVERY ANYWHERE IN WISCONSIN IN 3 DAYS OR LESS*
RECEIVE UP TO 60 MONTHS INTEREST-FREE FINANCING*

SELLING OFF THE FLOOR & OUT OF WAREHOUSE

Monday-Friday: 9am - 6pm | Saturday: 9am - 3pm | Sunday: Closed for Family

*some restrictions apply, see store for details
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