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Oconto Falls' Taylor Whiting, top, wrestles during the Shawano Round Robin on Jan. 27 in Shawano. MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA
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HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING

Shawano's Jenna Moede, top, wrestles during the Shawano Round Robin on Jan. 27 in Shawano.

Shawano, Bonduel girls rack

Area teams have
strong showings
at round robin

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

Area high school girls wrestlers
put their talents on display and
turned in positive results against
some of the state’s best during the
Shawano Round Robin on Jan. 27
in Shawano.

In an effort to get wrestlers three
matches each, weight classes were
limited to four wrestlers max and
filled out by girls at the closest
weights. That meant wrestlers went
up against others that might not
otherwise be at their weight class,
creating some big-time matchups
along the way.

Shawano, Bonduel, Oconto Falls,
Suring/Gillett and Lena all had at
least one wrestler in action. Shawano
and Bonduel combined for five of the
13 overall first-place finishers.

Shawano's Caitlyn Moede, right, and Oconto Falls' Faith Thurman wrestle during the Shawano Round Robin on

Jan. 27 in Shawano.

Shawano
Jenna Moede, Caitlyn Moede,
Macey Nelson and Hatty Fritz all

placed first for Shawano on the night.

Nelson turned in arguably the
best performance of any wrestler in
attendance, pinning her three op-
ponents at the 126-128 weight class in
a total time of 1 minute, 39 seconds.
The next closest mark was three pins
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in 3:17.

Her night began with a 51-second
pin before ending on 19- and 29-sec-
ond pins. Nelson, ranked as an hon-
orable mention at 132 pounds in the
latest state girls rankings by www.
wisconsingrappler.com, had three of
the top-15 fastest pins on the night.

“It always feels good to win but
it’s an even better feeling to go 3-0,”
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up five first-place finishes

said Nelson. “Having these wins after
tonight is a real confidence booster,
which hopefully will carry on
through the next couple weeks.

“With the postseason around the
corner in the next couple weeks is
huge, and having the confidence and
knowing what I can do will make it
that much easier to do my best. For
it being my first year wrestling, I'm
happy with how it has been going
and I’d like to thank my coach and
teammates that having helped and
supported me in starting a new sport.
With it being only my freshman year
I am excited to grow my skills and
see the wrestler and athlete I become
in the next three years.”

Caitlyn Moede, ranked 10th at 126
pounds, had three pins in her 118-128
weight class.

Her night began with a hard-
fought pin in 5:04. She then pinned
her second opponent in 1:31 and final
opponent in 1:11.

“Well, a lot of the success we had
tonight goes back to the practice
room,” said Caitlyn Moede. “Espe-
cially my first match, against Emily
MccCarthy from Kimberly, I was really
able to maintain control in difficult
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situations and was able to walk away
with a win in the books.

“The matches I wrestled tonight
are serving as a baseline — I was able
to find things to improve on as well
as things I had success with. I hope to
continue building on those skills as
the season winds down, and hope-
fully continue to have success. I plan
to continue working on techniques
throughout the postseason to contin-
ue making progress in my wrestling.”

Jenna Moede competed in the 105-
114 weight class, with all three of her
wins by pin as well.

She opened the night with a pin
in 4:42. It took Jenna Moede just 15
seconds to earn her second pin before
a tough pin in 5:01 in her final match
of the night.

Fritz only had one other wrestler
with her in the 180-202 class. She
needed just 21 seconds to win that
match and finish atop the class.

Shawano’s Hallie Wondra com-
peted against two other wrestlers
in the 100-105 weight class. Wondra
was pinned in the third period of
both her matches.

Onna Hermann went 0-3 in a tough
118-122 weight class. Her night began
with a late rally, but she was topped
9-7 in the sudden victory situation.
She was defeated by technical fall in
round two before being pinned in her
final match.

In another tough weight class,
Courtney Schenk went 0-3 against
her 138-152 weight class opponents.
She was pinned in her first and third
matches and dropped a 9-2 decision
in the second.

Vivian Waldburger took fourth
in the 143-156 weight class. She was
pinned in her first two matches be-
fore a tough 5-3 decision loss in her
final match.

Bonduel

Maddy Sokolski continued an
impressive sophomore season for
Bonduel with a first-place finish in the
138-152 weight class.

Sokolski, the top-ranked 138
wrestler in the state, pinned her first
opponent in 2:28. After a tough 3-0
win in round two, she pinned her final
opponent in 54 seconds to complete a
perfect night.

“After weigh-ins, seeing I was
bumping up two weight classes told
me I needed to be strong today,” said
Sokolski. “It was a good experience to
utilize moves that I don’t do often.

“My first match I got the pin, and
I knew my second match would be
tough. I came out on top with the win
3-0 and got a pin my last match. 'm
grateful all the boys on my team came
to support, they really help keep the
energy flowing.”

Lena's Miriam Alberts, top, holds her opponent down during the Shawano Round Robin on Jan. 27 in Shawano.

Bonduel's Hailey Berg, right, and Shawano’s Onna Hermann wrestle during the Shawano Round Robin on Jan.

27 in Shawano.

Hailey Berg was the second-
place finisher in the 118-122 class
after going 2-1.

Berg, the sixth-ranked wrestler at
120 pounds, was pinned by second-
ranked Caitlyn Kelley of Florence/
Niagara in round one. Berg bounced
back with a 17-1 technical fall win and
7-4 decision win to top off the night.

Kaitlyn Kroening was part of a
three-wrestler 90-100 class, going
1-1 to take second. Both her matches
ended in pin, with her win coming in
1:35 in her final match of the evening.

Oconto Falls

Three Oconto Falls girls competed
at the round robin, with Taylor Whit-
ing earning two of the team’s three
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ONLINE

More photos from the round robin can be found
on the NEW Media Inc. Sports Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/NewMedialncSports, while full
results can be found on www.trackwrestling.com.

wins on the night.

Whiting, the top-ranked wrestler
at 107 pounds, finished 2-1 to take
second at the 108-117 weight class.

Whiting opened the night with an
8-2 decision win before a 13-1 major
decision win in round two. Whiting
was pinned in her third match by the
sixth-ranked wrestler at 114 pounds.

Jocelin Martinez made up the
other half of the 180-202 weight class.
She was pinned in her lone match.
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Faith Thurman was the third
Panther in action, taking third at 118-
128 pounds. All three of her matches
ended in pin, with her win coming in
1:39 in round one.

Suring/Gillett

Parker Zahn and Shylah Hisey
each wrestled for the Suring/Gillett
co-op and came away with third-
place finishes.

Zahn, the eighth-ranked wrestler
at 152 pounds, was pinned in both
her losses in the 138-152 weight class,
while her win came in a 9-2 decision.

Zahn said she wasn’t expecting to
face the wrestlers she did but trusted
what her coaches told her, which was
to “work my shots and setups.”

Zahn is hoping to use the ex-
perience to improve as the season
winds down.

“Wrestling people that have more
experience but sticking with them will
help me by identifying my strengths
and weaknesses I need to work on, to
get down to state,” said Zahn.

Hisey was part of a three-wrestler
159-163 weight class, going 0-2. She
dropped a 19-8 major decision in
round one and 18-2 technical fall in
round three.

Lena

Miriam Alberts represented Lena
well, finishing 2-1 in the 143-156 weight
class to take second.

After being pinned in the second
period in her first match, she won by
injury default in round two before
claiming a 5-3 win in the third round.

sports@newmedia-wi.com
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Witt-Birn tops Bonduel in CWC dual

Bears also
fall to Shiocton

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

The Wittenberg-Birnamwood
High School wrestling team picked
up a 52-21 dual win over Central
Wisconsin Conference foe Bonduel
on Jan. 26 in Bonduel.

Bonduel later wrestled confer-
ence-leading Shiocton, falling 72-9.

The Witt-Birn vs. Bonduel dual
began at 106 pounds, with Bonduel’s
Kaitlyn Kroening earning a forfeit
win.

Witt-Birn claimed the next three
weight classes.

At 113 pounds, Witt-Birn’s Ben
Miller earned a 10-1 major decision
win over Jaxon Bogacz. Miller led
5-0 after one period, 8-0 after two
and 10-0 in the third before Bogacz
earned his point.

Witt-Birn’s Easton Davis pinned
Hailey Berg in 3 minutes, 20 seconds
in a 120-pound matchup. Davis led
5-0 after a period and 7-0 in the sec-
ond before finishing off the pin.

Devin Wudtke also had a pin at
126 pounds for Witt-Birn, defeat-
ing Cooper Salerno in 2:31. Wudtke
got four takedowns in the opening
period to lead 8-3 before getting
the pin.

Bonduel’s Matthew Walenta broke
Witt-Birn’s streak of wins by pinning
Luca Pelusi in 3:37 at 132 pounds.
Pelusi had the lone points in the first
period with a takedown, but Walenta
started the second period in the top
position and was eventually able to
secure the pin.

Witt-Birn took control of the
dual by taking the next three weight
classes.

Andres Sanchez got the first
win at 138 pounds, pinning Maddy
Sokolski in 1:26. Sanchez had an early
takedown before working toward the
pin of the top-ranked girls wrestler in
the state at 138 pounds.

Witt-Birn’s Nico Pelusi then
topped Colin Fischer in an 11-5
decision.

Pelusi had the first takedown
before each wrestler had a reversal.
Pelusi led 4-3 after one period. Pelusi
worked his lead up to six after a
reversal and nearfall in the second
period and then each wrestler had a

Witt-Birn's Luca Pelusi, top, and Bonduel's Matthew Walenta battle in a 132-pound match during a dual on Jan. 26 in Bonduel. MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

reversal in the third to cap the scor-
ing.

Chase Kitsemble earned a forfeit
win at 152 pounds for the Chargers.

Bonduel’s Donovan Vigue and
Witt-Birn’s Owen Schultz battled at
160 pounds, with Vigue earning a 7-0
decision win. Vigue led 2-0 after a
period before an escape and take-
down in the second made it 5-0. In
the third, Vigue had another take-
down to seal the win.

Witt-Birn’s Braeden Groshek then
defeated Parker Perry in one of the
tighter matches of the night at 170
pounds, claiming a 3-2 decision.

After a scoreless first period,
Perry escaped in the second to grab a
1-0 lead. In the final period, Groshek
escaped to tie things up, then took
down Perry to go ahead 3-1. Perry
escaped with about 30 seconds to
go to tighten things up, but neither
wrestler was able to score the rest of
the way.

“My match tonight really came
down to who wanted it more, as well
as who had more gas left in the tank
going into the third period,” said Gro-
shek. “I knew going into that match, I
was going to have to win to help the
team run away with the “‘W".”

Bonduel’s Tyson Bogacz con-
trolled his 182-pound match against
Bryson Schmid, getting a pin in 4:42.
Bogacz led 2-0 after a period and
11-0 after two. He tacked on a couple
more points in the third before get-
ting the pin.

Witt-Birn sealed up its dual win

with pins in the final three weight
classes.

Nathan Waupekenay earned the
first pin at 195 pounds against Evan
Wilcozx, getting the pin in 1:15. Domi-
nic Weso pinned Kyler Novitski in
48 seconds, while David Gauderman
pinned Willis Bloedorn in 42 seconds.

Each Witt-Birn wrestler got the
pin after an early takedown.

After its dual win, Gauderman
said the team learned that “you can
never stop wrestling. When you stop
for a second to catch your breath, it
comes back and bites you.”

In its loss to Shiocton, the Bogacz
brothers were the only Bonduel
wrestlers to pick up wins.

Tyson Bogacz won by pin in 1:24
at 182 pounds, while Jaxon Bogacz
claimed a 6-2 decision at 106 pounds
to cap the night of wrestling.

“T just executed well on every po-
sition and just finished it when I got
them in spots they were vulnerable
in,” said Tyson Bogacz, on what he
did well during his 2-0 night.

“It helps having these kind of
matches so we’re ready for that
tough competition (conference tour-
nament and postseason) when we get
there.”

All but one of Bonduel’s losses to
Shiocton were by pin.

Kroening (113) was pinned in 1:52,
while Berg (120) fell in 1:35. Salerno
(126) was defeated in 2:36, Walenta
(132) in 4:27, Sokolski (138) in 2:49
and Fischer (145) in 1:34.

After a forfeit loss at 152 pounds,

ONLINE

More photos from the duals can be found on
the NEW Media Inc. Sports Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/NewMedialncSports.

Vigue (160) was pinned in 4:50 be-
fore Perry (170) fell in 3:48.

In between the Bogacz wins, Mi-
chael Keiler (195), Novitski (220) and
Bloedorn (285) were pinned in 4:33,
20 seconds and 2:40, respectively.

“You don’t get to see that com-
petition every week,” said Bonduel
coach Chad Bogacz. “Usually you
got a lot of forfeits. We had three
full teams going at it tonight, so that
was a lot of great wrestling for the
fans to see — lot of state wrestlers,
ranked, going at each other. It was a
fun night.”

Along with competing in the two
duals, the Bonduel wrestling program
also celebrated senior night and hall
of fame night.

Seniors Salerno, Vigue, Perry,
Keiler, Bloedorn, Tyson Bogacz and
manager Emily Hudson were recog-
nized.

Stan Giese was inducted into the
team’s hall of fame.

The 1998 state championship team
— the school’s only team state title
— also gathered and was celebrated
on its 25th anniversary. Only the
team’s managers and one wrestler
from the team were not able to at-
tend.

sports@newmedia-wi.com
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Wisconsin football program headed in right direction

It’s an exciting time to be a fan of
the Wisconsin Badgers football team.

During my lifetime, Wisconsin
football has spent many weeks ranked
in the top 25. They’ve made bowl
games just about every season and
have won double-digit games on many
occasions.

While that model of consistency
was nice to fall back on, the Badgers
could never get over the hump and
into the upper echelon of teams across
the country.

The most recent football season
saw Wisconsin fire head coach Paul
Chryst and limp to a 6-6 overall record
while under interim coach Jim Leon-
hard. I was in the boat most people
were in, in thinking that Leonhard was
the guy who was going to be tabbed
the head coach and was shocked to
hear they instead went out and got
Luke Fickell.

My imagination ran wild and im-
mediately began thinking about how
Fickell could get the team into that
upper echelon finally.

Since the hiring, my expectations
have only increased, as Fickell and his
strong staff have seemingly turned
Madison into a premier college foot-
ball destination overnight.

Yes, Wisconsin lost a few players
who transferred out after Leonhard
was passed over for the job, but the

RECREATION SCOREBOARD

BOWLING
Chet and Emil's Tuesday Commercial
Team w L

Kautza Excavating 10 5

Clark Construction 10 5

Chet and Emil's 10 5

White Insurance 10 5

Schmidt Schulta 4 1

High team scratch games: Kautza Excavating 1,220,
Chet and Emil's 1,096, Clark Construction 963.

High individual scratch games: Riley Rew 289, Tim
Lemke 279, Brian Rew 258.

High team scratch series: Kautza Excavating 3,253,
Chet and Emil's 3123, Clark Construction 2,863.

High individual scratch series: Tim Lemke 748, Riley
Rew 725, Brain Rew 715.

Lakeshore Masters — Lakeshore Lanes

Team w L
Golfside 125 35
Farmall Fanatics 1412 4512
Brother's 9712 621/2
Dearco Distributors 89 7
Bamboo 84 76
Launching Pad 7712 821/2
Northern Advantage 7312 861/2

Lakeshore Lanes 69 91
Full Service Tents 65 95
Rosie’s Railway 59 101
Pin Pricks 56 104

Badgers have
more than made
up for those loss-
es with a number
of incoming
transfers.

According to
247sports.com,
Wisconsin has
landed 13 players
in the transfer
portal since Fick-
ell was hired as of Jan. 25. It’s not just
the number that’s impressive though,
as all but one of those guys are at least
three-star players. That has Wiscon-
sin with the 10th-highest 247sports.
com transfer ranking in the country,

a feat that seemed unfathomable just

a couple months ago if you were fol-
lowing the typical standard Wisconsin
football had lived by.

Still not convinced that Fickell has
really made that big of a difference? Of
those 13 transfers, three are quarter-
backs — giving the team some much-
needed competition at a position that’s
held the team back for several years.

The transfer portal helped Wiscon-
sin make up for 2023 recruiting class
that ranked 60th in the country with
just 14 commits.

Of the 14 commits, three are four-
star players, with the rest being three
stars. Another quarterback is in that
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mix, meaning there’s going to be a ton
of options for the upcoming season at
quarterback. It also means Fickell and
company are determined to not let
that position hold the team back any
longer.

Overall, the Badgers have the 36th-
best overall set of incoming players,

a number that I expect to rise each
and every season Fickell is leading the
charge.

How can I be sure of that? Just take
a look at what Fickell was able to ac-
complish at Cincinnati.

Cincinnati went 4-8 in Fickell’s
first season in 2017, with the 63rd-
ranked recruiting class. His teams won
double-digit games every other full
season — discounting a 9-1 COVID
season in 2020 — with the recruiting
class jumping into the top 50 most
of those years, and actually ahead of
Wisconsin in 2022.

Now Fickell is at a school where
athletes should be more inclined to
play because there’s a better chance
for players to get noticed on bigger
TV networks and against better com-
petition.

Fickell had nine of his players
drafted from a 2021 team that made
the College Football Playoft. Com-
ing to Wisconsin, which already had
a good reputation of producing NFL
players, Fickell’s ability to land big-

time recruits and churn out some of
the best players in the country should
only improve.

I understand some people’s frustra-
tions when it comes to what college
football has become today — with NIL
(name, image, likeness) players leav-
ing early for the draft and others trans-
ferring out of places year after year —
but it’s likely not going away anytime
soon, so it’s best to get used to it.

The Big Ten Conference is often
looked to as a league primarily fo-
cused on running games and staunch
defense, with the only teams buck-
ing those trends being the one in the
conversation of making the playoffs
every year. I think Wisconsin became
the first of many schools in the confer-
ence that understands its philosophy
needed to change in order to get to
where fans only dreamed of.

Gone are the days of running the
ball 50-plus times and winning every
game in the teens. It might take a bit of
getting used to, but be patient and give
things a chance. I bet you’ll enjoy the
results to come.

The way things are trending with
Wisconsin’s football program, the wait
to achieve greatness might come a lot
sooner than you think.

Morgan Rode is the sports editor for NEW Media.
Readers can contact him at sports@newmedia-wi.com.

Shawano Auto Sales 50 10

High team scratch games: Brother's 685, Golfside 668,
Farmall Fanatics 661.

High individual scratch games: Mark Cornish 274, Brian
Schultz 265, Bryant Rankin 265, Carson Malueg 255, John
Campbell 247, Carl Malueg 246, Mark Schachtschneide
243, Brad Weisnicht 236, Dave Druckrey 236, Dan Poels
235.

High team scratch series: Brother's 1963, Golfside 1931,
Farmall Fanatics 1914.

High individual scratch series: Carson Malueg 735,
Mark Schachtschneide 714, Brian Schultz 699, Brad
Weisnicht 684, Mark Cornish 683, Bryant Rankin 680,
Taylor Arndt 656, Zack Ruehle 654, Ed Brusky 642,

Jeremy Pederson 640.
Chet and Emil's Thursday Early Birds
Team w L

Rightway Propane 37 9

Schairer Farms 32 24

Stadler Farms 22 34

Mand J Harvesting 21 35

High team scratch games: Rightway Propane 642,
Schairer Farms 612, M and J Harvesting 549.

High individual scratch games: Susan Zeinert 216, Kim
Zeller 202, Darcy Hille 196, Samantha Stadler 192.

High team scratch series: Rightway Propane 1860,
Schairer Farms 1,739, M and J Harvesting 1,548.

High individual scratch series: Susan Zeinert 554, Kim
Zeller 547, Darcy Hille 534, Samantha Stadler 461.

Him & Hers Couples — Lakeshore Lanes

Team w L
Keglers 17 4
Gingerly Salon 17 4
Lunds CornerBar 16 5
Brothers Pub 4 7
MW Auto Body 4 7
CDH 12 9
Brothers Pub Too 1 10
Buss Automotive 8 [£]
Pin Heads 7 2!
Bust N’ Balls 6 15
The Farmers 4 17
Just 4 Fun 0 21

High individual scratch games: Steve Rouse 255,

Jim Mraz 248, Bill Grosskreutz 247, Dave Hackbarth

246, Bobby Reiter Jr. 237, Jodi Strebel-Dahl 236, Kevin
Zuleger 234, Diane Durkee 209, Ashley Schuh 204, Darcie
O'Kimosh 197, Sharon Buss 194, Sandy Weisnicht 179.
High individual scratch series: Kevin Zuleger 685, Bill
Grosskreutz 673, Brad Weisnicht 666, Bobby Reiter Jr.
658, Dave Hackbarth 647, Steve Rouse 625, Diane Durkee
598, Ashley Schuh 520, Sharon Buss 516, Jodi Strebel-
Dahl 509, Darcie O'Kimosh 506, Sandy Weisnicht 498.
Chet and Emil's Wednesday Business

Team w L
Karcz Lending 10 5
CWAA 10 5
Kropf's Meat 10 5

KessenAutoBody 8 7
Chet and Emil's 612 812
Rew Motors 6 9
TLC Auto Body 6 9
Sand M Tool 312 112

High team scratch games: S and M Tool 1,057 Karcz
Lending 1,036, Kessen Auto Body 970.

High individual scratch games: Jeremy Praslowicz 264,
Stephan Miller 237, Dave Schmidt 232.

High team scratch series: S and M Tool 3,097, Karcz
Lending 2,921, Kessen Auto Body 2,814.

High individual scratch series: Tyler Krull 677, Doug
Kunst 625, Brett Nelson 582.

Chet and Emil's Monday Women's League

Team w L

Banner Banks 1 9

Chet and Emil's 1 9

Cady Home 10 10

Star Campsite 8 12

High team handicap games: Star Campsite 769, Cady
Home 766, Banner Banks 699.

High individual scratch games: Kim Zeller 202, Jen
Duranceau 197, Courtney Tryba 182, Jonelle Resch 171,
Tracy Anderson 170, Alicia Schinzel 169.

High team handicap series: Star Campsite 2125, Cady
Home 2,098, Banner Banks 2,028.

High individual scratch series: Kim Zeller 534, Alicia
Schinzel 489, Tracy Anderson 484, Julie Stewart 481, Jen
Duranceau 470, Courtney Tryba 453.
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ATHLETE PROFILE: KENDRA TROXEL

Senior delivering down the stretch for Bears

The Bonduel High School girls bas-
ketball team is eyeing another Central
Wisconsin Conference-East Divi-
sion title. For the senior class, which
includes Kendra Troxel, it would be
another accomplishment in what’s
been a special four-year run.

Through 19 games this season,
Troxel is averaging just under six
points a game. She scored eight or
more points on seven occasions, in-
cluding a season-high 15 points against
Iola-Scandinavia back on Jan. 13. Five
of those eight-plus points games have
come since Jan. 10.

Troxel also was averaging 3.1
rebounds a game, with a season-high
eight boards against Menominee In-
dian on Dec. 2.

Q: When did your interest in
basketball begin?

A: 1 first started playing basketball
in first grade. Bonduel’s Little Drib-
blers program is what started my inter-
est for the sport.

Q: What is your favorite thing
to do on the basketball court, and
why?

A: My favorite thing to do is cel-
ebrate on the court or bench with the
team. The excitement that the whole
team gets when a teammate makes
a crazy move and ends up making it
is unmatched. No matter how many
times it happens, Hailey Zernicke’s up-
and-under and Audrey Weier’s blocks
will always get the team riled up.

Q: What has the game of basket-
ball taught you over the years?

A: Basketball has taught me pa-
tience. Sometimes you need to wait
for the play develop for it to be able
to work. Similarly in life, you need to
slow down and wait, and good things
will come.

Q: You’ve been a part of some
really great basketball teams since
you got to high school. Just talk
about what that journey has been
like overall.

A: The journey has been a crazy

Bonduel's Kendra Troxel dribbles the ball during a nonconference game against St. Mary Catholic on

Nov. 15 in Bonduel.

ride. From battling injuries to celebrat-
ing the winning of high-end games, I
will never forget some of these memo-
ries 've made with my teammates that
act as family.

Q: With your team now leading
the conference, what needs to hap-
pen the rest of the season to win it?

A: The team needs to stay deter-
mined and work hard. The team has
seen the potential it has when we give
our best effort. If the team plays like
we know we can each game, the team
will be successful in the long run.

Q: You also run cross-country in
the fall and compete for the track

MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

and field team in the spring. How
do those other sports help you out
on the basketball court?

A: In cross-country and track we
are taught about how important it is
to be mentally tough. Without your
mental toughness, your progress that
you made in the race will diminish.
Similarly, you have to do the same
thing for basketball with getting down
the court and playing to your best abil-
ity each possession.

Q: As a senior, how do you try to
lead the rest of your team?

A: As a senior, I try to make prac-
tice fun. Practice can be brutal some

AT A GLANCE

Athlete: Kendra Troxel
Sport: Girls basketball
Position: Small forward
School: Bonduel High School
Year: Senior

days after a tough day of school, and
trying to bring up the energy in the
gym is what makes our team stronger
together. Not everything needs to be
serious; there’s always time for fun.

Q: Before a game starts, do you
or the team have any routines or
rituals you go through?

A: Usually before every home
game the team has some sort of team
bonding where we either go out to eat
together or have a meal at one of the
team members’ houses. Directly before
the game one of our other seniors, Bel-
la Delzer, leads the team in a prayer.

Q: What’s your favorite memory
of competing on the Bonduel girls
basketball team?

A: My favorite memories are the
bus rides home. After a big win, we
blast music and sing our hearts out
whether that’s to High School Musical
or to the Pitch Perfect songs. No mat-
ter the genre, our team finds a way to
sing at the top of our lungs and have a
good time.

Q: Favorite movie, TV show and
musical artist?

A: Movie — “21 Jump Street” or
“Need for Speed.” TV show — “In the
Dark.” Musical artist — Morgan Wal-
len or Kanye West.

Q: Name one thing about your-
self that not many people know?

A: One of my biggest fears are
clowns.

Q:What are some things you
hope to accomplish after graduat-
ing high school?

A:1plan on going to St. Norbert
College hoping to get a degree in the
medical or sports science field as well
as minoring in kinesiology. Other than
that, I plan to live life and have fun.
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ATHLETE PROFILE: LINCOLN SIMONS

Pulaski senior leading state in save percentage

The Ashwaubenon boys hockey
team is enjoying another strong
season on the ice. Lincoln Simons,
a senior goalie from Pulaski, is a big
reason behind the team’s success,
and has become one of the best
goalies in the entire state.

Simons landed on the Wiscon-
sin Hockey Coaches Association
all-state honorable mention team
in his junior season, and hopes to
improve on that status by the end
of this season.

So far this winter, Simons has
accumulated 489 saves and has a
save percentage of .939 through 21
games. According to www.wis-
consinprephockey.net, that save
percentage is the best in the state
for goalies who have seen at least
100 shots on goal.

Simons also has eight shutouts to
his name this winter.

Q: When did your interest in
hockey begin?

A: My interest in hockey began
at a very young age. I first starting
skating and playing hockey at age 4.

Q: What has hockey taught
you over the years?

A: Hockey has taught me many
different life lessons. However, the
one that sticks out the most to me
is no matter how hard you try for
something you may not end up get-
ting it, however it’s how you react
to that that makes you who you are.

Q: You serve as the team’s
goalie and have become one
of the best goalies in the en-
tire state. Talk about the work
you’ve put in to get to this point.

A: To get to the point I'm at in
hockey definitely was not easy.

But the main thing I did was I was
always on the ice practicing. Even
when the high school season ends,
then it turns to club season, so I

play that and soon after that, sum-
mer skates start. So while it hasn’t
been easy practicing year-round, it

Ashwaubenon's Lincoln Simons defends the net during the team's game against Notre Dame on Jan. 7

at Cornerstone Community Center in Ashwaubenon.

definitely has been worth it.

Q: As a goalie, you’re not
always involved with action in a
game. For some of those games
where shots at you are limited,
how do you stay focused?

A: When the action is limited
for me in a game it can be hard to
stay focused in the game. However,
the way I am able to stay focused
is by always following and tracking
the puck even if there is no threat
of a shot. This way if something
crazy occurs, I'm always ready and
prepared.

Q: Do you have any other
individual goals you hope to
accomplish by the end of this

MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

season, and what will it take to
achieve those?

A: With the season coming to an
end very fast most of the goals are
team oriented, however one goal I'm
hoping to accomplish this year is to
be first-team all state. To achieve
this I know I have to continue to
work my hardest day in day out
whether it’s a practice or a game.

Q: What is like playing for
a co-op, where many of your
teammates are from a different
school?

A: Playing for a co-op has been
one of the greatest experiences of
my life. Being able to meet many
different amazing people from dif-

AT A GLANCE

Athlete: Lincoln Simons
Sport: Boys hockey
Position: Goalie

School: Pulaski High School
Year: Senior

ferent schools has allowed me to
make many new friends.

Q: As a senior, how do you try
to lead the rest of the team?

A: The main way I try to lead the
rest of the team is by example. Ev-
ery practice I try to be the hardest
worker out on the ice in hopes that
the younger guys see this and then
try their hardest as well.

Q: What’s your favorite
memory of competing on the
Ashwaubenon hockey team?

A: My favorite memory with
Ashwaubenon hockey was last year,
the week we defeated Bay Port,
Arrowhead, and Fond du Lac in
the same week. The win over Bay
Port was definitely very special for
everyone because we hadn’t beaten
them in five years up to that point.

Q: Favorite movie, TV show
and musical artist?

A: Movie — “Wolf Of Wall
Street.” TV show — “Outer Banks.”
Musical artist — Kanye West.

Q: Name one thing about
yourself that not many people
know.

A: One thing that many people
don’t know about me is that I
cracked my chin open in the first
couple weeks I tried hockey. How-
ever, for some reason I stuck with
it and didn’t quit, and boy am I glad
I didn’t.

Q: What are some things you
hope to accomplish after gradu-
ating high school?

A: After graduating I’'m hoping
to attend a four-year university and
get my master’s in accounting, then
eventually the goal is to own my
own accounting firm.
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HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

Bowler girls overcome foul trouble, top Marion

Strong start proves
big for Panthers

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

The Bowler High School girls
basketball team overcame plenty of
foul trouble while earning a 46-27 win
over Marion in a Central Wisconsin
Conference-North Division contest on
Jan. 24 in Bowler.

Bowler was whistled for 28 fouls
and a technical foul in the contest
and had two players foul out, but did
enough early in the game to still coast
to victory.

“We just kept up our persistence.
It was a pretty steady game the entire
way through,” said Bowler’s Natalie
Rickert. “I mean, we had our low
points, but we got back up there and
just didn’t get in our head.”

Bowler opened the game on a 13-0
run, with several players getting into
the mix during that stretch.

Steals led to baskets from Paige
Treptow and Isabella Stevens. Rickert
later scored off an inbound play be-
fore another steal led to a bucket from
Ava Paiser. A free throw from Stevens
was followed by another Rickert
bucket to make it 11-0, and Treptow
scored on a fastbreak chance with
about 7 minutes, 40 seconds to play in
the first half to end the 13-point run.

Marion broke its scoreless drought
on a Grace Bradley basket about
25 seconds later, but a banked-in
3-pointer from Jasmine Welch started
another Bowler run soon after.

A couple of Treptow baskets
were sandwiched around a Brandi
Spencer free throw for the hosts.
Rickert then scored her third basket
to make it 23-2.

Dacotah Yonker hit a shot for
Marion with about five minutes to
play in the half, and Rickert followed
with a free throw before being tagged
with her second and third fouls.

Marion’s Kelsey Zillmer converted
a shot for Marion with 2:35 to play in
the half, but Bowler scored the final
four points to take a 28-6 lead into
halftime. Spencer and Paiser scored
the final two baskets for the Panthers
in the half.

The visiting Mustangs briefly
looked like they might make a come-
back in the second half after scoring
the first five points and getting Bowler
into even deeper foul trouble, but the

Marion's Caitlin Keller, left, tries to dribble around Bowler's Brandi Spencer during a conference game on Jan. 24 in Bowler.

teams played pretty much even after
that and Bowler coasted to victory.

Morgan Krueger hit a a free throw
and field goal in the opening minute of
the half for Marion before Alexis Roe
connected on a shot, making it 28-11.

“I think we took awhile to get go-
ing in general, but once we were able
to find the holes in their defense that
we were able to break down, we were
able to get some really good looks,”
said Roe.

A basket from Autumn Thiex got
Bowler back on track before fouls
quickly piled up.

Stevens fouled out with 11:12 to
play in the game, at which point
Bowler had already been whistled for

nine team fouls in the second half.

After Thiex’s basket with about
14:30 to play in the game, Rickert was
the only player on either team to hit a
field goal until less than nine minutes
remained. A total of 13 free throws
were shot in that span.

“I'm pretty sure we did not use our
hands, we had to put them down the
entire time for the rest of the second
half,” said Rickert with a laugh. “But
we pulled through. It was kind of
crazy — it was definitely in our heads
that we cannot foul...”

Roe and Caitlin Keller converted
back-to-back shots for Marion to get
within 13, 33-20, but Bowler pulled
away behind a 10-2 run.

MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

Treptow led Bowler with 12 points,
while Paiser had 10 and Rickert nine.

Yonker scored seven points to lead
Marion. Roe and Krueger added six
points each.

Marion finished made just 11 of its
31 free throw attempts on the night.
Marion 6 21 —27
Bowler 28 18 —46
Bowler (46): Paige Treptow 2-4 12, Autumn Thiex 0-0
4, Brandi Spencer 1-3 5, Jasmine Welch 0-0 3, Isabella
Stevens 1-4 3, Natalie Rickert 1-3 9, Ava Paiser 0-410.
Marion (27): Josie Gueths 0-3 0, Alexis Roe 0-0 6,
Dacotah Yonker 5-7 7, Colleen Malueg 1-21, Morgan
Krueger 4-116, Caitlin Keller 1-33, Kelsey Zillmer 0-3 2,
Grace Bradley 0-2 2.

sports@newmedia-wi.com
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Like father, like daughter

Jeff Jossie, right, poses for a photo with his daughter Emma after she scored her 1,000th career point
while playing for the Stevens Point Area Senior High girls basketball team. Jeff Jossie was also a
1,000-point scorer in his high school career, doing so at Suring High School. CONTRIBUTED
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COLLEGE HIGHLIGHTS

By NEW MEDIA STAFF
UW-Stevens Point

Oconto Falls graduate Joe Adams,
Menominee Indian graduate Gua-
dalupe Corn and Pulaski graduate
Lindsey Jossie all represented the
UW-Stevens Point track and field
teams during the Leonard “Squig”
Converse Invitational on Jan. 27-28.

Adams competed in the men’s
5,000-meter run, placing sixth in 16
minutes, 37.08 seconds.

Corn placed
10th in the wom-
en’s weight throw
(13.93 meters)
and 14th in the
shot put (10.85
meters).

Jossie placed
14th in the wom-
en’s long jump
(4.89 meters).
She also took 10th
in the pentathlon with 2,460 points,
placing fifth in the 800 (2:32.55),
seventh in the 60 hurdles (10.66) and
long jump (4.71 meters), 11th in the
high jump (1.31 meters) and 13th in
the shot put (6.52 meters).

Pulaski grads T.J. Shaw and Gracie
Mihalski each swam in several events
for the UWSP swim teams during du-
als against UW-La Crosse on Jan. 28.

Shaw placed fourth in the men’s
1,000 freestyle (10:40.9), fifth in the
500 freestyle (5:10.15) and 17th in the
100 freestyle (53.24). He was also on
the eighth-place finishing 200 free-
style relay team (1:34.1).

Mihalski took 10th in the women’s
50 freestyle (27.87), 13th in the 100
backstroke (1:11.87) and 19th in the
100 freestyle (1:00.75). She was on
the 12th-place finishing 200 freestyle
relay team (1:51.09).

GUADALUPE CORN

St. Martin's University

Gresham grad Christian Haffner
played in both of the St. Martin’s men’s
basketball team’s wins last week.

Haffner tallied an assist and steal
across eight minutes in the team’s
win over Western Washington on
Jan. 26. He recorded three points,
one assist and one steal across 21
minutes in the team’s victory over
Simon Fraser on Jan. 28.

Ripon College

Gillett graduate Angela Mosconi
competed in the women’s 3,000-me-
ter run for the Ripon track and field
team at the Leonard “Squig” Con-
verse Invitational on Jan. 27-28.

Mosconi placed 11th with a time of
11:31.07.

Wittenberg-Birnamwood graduate
Lauren Bahr participated in several
events for the Ripon women’s swim
team at the Wisconsin Private Col-
lege Championships on Jan. 27-28.

Individually, Bahr placed 14th in
the 100 backstroke (1:08.86), 15th in
the 100 freestyle (1:01.33) and 28th in
the 50 freestyle (28.56).

Bahr was also on the fourth-place
finishing 400 medley relay (4:28.38)
and fifth-place finishing 200 freestyle
relay (1:46.5) and 400 freestyle relay
(4:01.8).

Cardinal Stritch University

Gillett grad Aubrey DeBauch
played in both of the Cardinal Stritch
women’s basketball team’s games last
week.

In a loss to St. Ambrose on Jan.
25, DeBauch started and played 15
minutes, tallying two rebounds and a
steal. DeBauch had three points, six
boards and three assists in 19 min-
utes off the bench in a loss to Oliver
Nazarene on Jan. 28.

UW-Green Bay

Witt-Birn graduate McKenna Me-
tropulos continued a strong sopho-
more season with the UW-Green Bay
women’s swim team during a dual
loss to UW-Milwaukee on Jan. 28.

Metropulos placed second in the
100 freestyle (53.34) and third in the
50 freestyle (24.54). She was on the
third-place finishing 800 freestyle
relay (8:08.08) and 200 medley relay
(1:50.89).

St. Cloud State University

Pulaski grad Jasmine Litt turned
in two strong games off the bench for
the St. Cloud State women’s basket-
ball team last week.

In a loss to Augustana on Jan. 27,
Litt tallied six points, five rebounds
and a steal across seven minutes of
action. Litt totaled six points, five
boards and three steals across 15
minutes in a win over Wayne State
on Jan. 28.

Wisconsin Lutheran College

Bonduel graduate Kara Troxel
continued to start and helped the
Wisconsin Lutheran College women’s
basketball team to two wins last week.

In a lopsided win over Alverno on
Jan. 25, Troxel tallied seven points,
two rebounds, two steals, one block
and one assist across 15 minutes.
Troxel recorded two points, one steal
and one rebound across 23 minutes
in a win over Rockford on Jan. 28.

Pulaski graduate Trevor Stiede
logged 20-plus minutes in each of

the WLC men’s
basketball team’s
games last week.
Stiede contrib-
uted 14 points,
five rebounds,
one steal and one
assist across 25
minutes in a win
over Lakeland
on Jan. 24. In 22
minutes and a
two-point win over Rockford on Jan.
28, Stiede tallied eight points, four
rebounds and three assists.

TREVOR STIEDE

St. Norbert College

Lena grad Kennedy Marquardt
and Oconto Falls grad Emily Gonner-
ing each competed in multiple events
for the St. Norbert women’s track
and field team at the Leonard “Squig”
Converse Invitational on Jan. 27-28.

Marquardt was on the fifth-place
finishing 4x400 relay (4:27.57). Indi-
vidually, she placed ninth in the 400
(1:02.36).

Gonnering took 25th in the weight
throw (12.03 meters) and 30th in the
shot put (9 meters).

UW-Parkside

Pulaski graduate Sheridan Flauger
helped the UW-Parkside women’s
basketball team to a 1-1 record last
week.

Flauger played 30 minutes in the
team’s win over Davenport on Jan. 26,
tallying 14 points, five rebounds, three
assists and two steals. She had five
points, three assists, two steals and a
rebound across 30 minutes in a set-
back to Grand Valley State on Jan. 28.

Concordia University

Bonduel graduate Kalleigh Schro-
eder competed in a pair of events for
the Concordia women’s track and
field team at the Spartan Invitational
on Jan. 28.

Schroeder placed sixth in the long
jump (4.58 meters) and was ninth in
the triple jump (9.3 meters).

Shawano grad Rachel Reed played
in two of the Concordia women’s
basketball team’s games last week.

Reed grabbed a rebound in a
minute of action against Dominican
on Jan. 25. She then had three points,
a block and a rebound in seven min-
utes against Concordia Nebraska on
Jan. 27.

UW-Eau Claire

Suring graduate Mitch Stege-
man, Oconto Falls graduate Autumn
Canavera and Gillett graduate Ryann
Wagner all competed for the UW-

ONLINE

More college highlights can be found at www.
newmedia-wi.com.

Eau Claire track and field teams
during the Warren Bowlus Multi on
Jan. 27-28.

Stegeman placed first in the men’s
heptathlon with a final score of 5,055
points. He placed first in the pole
vault (4.65 meters), second in the
shot put (11.85 meters) and high jump
(1.92 meters), third in the 1,000 run
(2:52.82) and 60 hurdles (8.76 sec-
onds), eighth in the 60 dash (7.38 sec-
onds) and long jump (6.22 meters).

Canavera placed 15th in the wom-
en’s 3,000 with a time of 11:04.86.
Wagner took 33rd in the event with a
mark of 11:51.4.

University of Dubuque

Pulaski grad Aaron Hawpetoss
participated in two events for the
Dubuque men’s track and field team
at the Spartan Invitational on Jan. 28.

Hawpetoss claimed 21st in the
shot put (11.4 meters) and 25th in the
weight throw (10.95 meters).

UW-Milwaukee

Shawano graduate Isabel Roloff
competed in three events for the
UW-Milwaukee women’s track and
field team at the Jack Johnson Classic
on Jan. 27-28.

Roloff placed second in the pole
vault after clearing 3.52 meters. She
was sixth in the 50 dash with a time
of 7.84 seconds and took 16th in the
200 with a mark of 26.94 seconds.

Bemidiji State University

Shawano grad Brooke Theis and
Pulaski grade Isabel Majewski each
played for the Bemidji State women’s
basketball team in its games last week.

Majewski tallied nine points and
one assist across 18 minutes, while
Theis had two rebounds, a block
and a steal across six minutes in the
team’s loss to Southwest Minnesota
State on Jan. 27.

Majewski totaled 15 points and
two rebounds across 16 minutes,
while Theis had two points and three
boards in 22 minutes in a win over
Sioux Falls on Jan. 28.

St. Mary's University of Minnesota

Shawano grad Peyton Buerman
earned two wins for the St. Mary’s
University women’s tennis team in a
win over Martin Luther on Jan. 28.

Buerman tallied for a 4-6, 6-3,10-6
win at No. 4 singles. She and partner
Ella Boomgaarden won 8-0 in No. 3
doubles action.
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HIGH SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Witt-Birn 55

lola-Scandinavia 38

Wittenberg-Birnamwood avenged
a loss from earlier this winter by
taking down Iola-Scandinavia in a
Central Wisconsin Conference-East
Division contest on Jan. 27 in Wit-
tenberg.

Rory Salvesen tallied 18 points
and three steals for Witt-Birn, while
Faith Resch had 14 points. Melaina
Granquist had eight points and 12
rebounds.

Reese Rogowski added 12 points
and three assists for the Chargers.
Rogowski also became Witt-Birn’s
all-time leading scorer, passing Cassie
Bauch’s previous mark of 1,154 points.

Gresham 50

Marion 24

Gresham stayed perfect in CWC-
North play with a win over Marion on
Jan. 27 in Marion. Gresham led 24-4
by halftime.

Maddie Haffner led Gresham of-
fensively with 14 points. Janay Pecore-
Kirkland added nine points, while
Rylie Kakwitch and Lexi Baddmoc-
cosin-Barnes had eight each and Josie
Cerveny tallied six.

Grace Bradley scored 10 points to
lead Marion.

Bonduel 75

Menominee Indian 46

Bonduel remained atop the
CWC-East with a convincing win
over Menominee Indian on Jan. 24 in
Bonduel.

Audrey Weier scored 20 points to
power Bonduel. Hailey Zernicke add-
ed 17 points and grabbed 13 rebounds.

Ella Hischke dished out five assists
for the Bears.

Menominee Indian was paced by
Kaysha Wilber’s 16 points.

Lena 42
Suring 36

Lena rallied from a four-point half-
time deficit and took down Suring in a
Marinette & Oconto Conference clash
on Jan. 23 in Lena.

Kali Fischer made three 3-point-
ers and led Lena with 11 points. Eva
Brooks added 10 points, while Claire
Brooks and Whitney Potter had nine
points each.

Lena shot 29 free throws in the
contest, making 16. Suring converted
seven of its 13 free throws.

Mackenzie Bailey tallied 14 points,
13 rebounds and three steals for Sur-
ing. Christine Sleeter contributed nine

ONLINE

More high school highlights can be found at
www.newmedia-wi.com.

points, eight boards and three steals,
while Bunny Cramer and Emma
Kristof had three assists each.

BOYS BASKETBALL
Oconto Falls 65
Marinette 57

Oconto Falls defeated Marinette in
a North Eastern Conference clash on
Jan. 27 in Oconto Falls.

Caden Birr scored 23 points to lead
Oconto Falls offensively and help the
team to its third conference win.

Tigerton 55

Tomahawk 53 (OT)

Tigerton edged Tomahawk in
overtime of a nonconference clash on
Jan. 26 in Tigerton.

Colby Wanta made 12 free throws
and scored 20 points to lead Tigerton
on the offensive end.

Ryder Graham recorded 10 points
for the Tigers, while Maverick Maas
had eight points and seven rebounds.

Loghan Wanta finished with seven
boards for Tigerton. Asher Michaelis
tallied seven points, six rebounds and
three assists.

Witt-Birn 60
Amherst 51

Wittenberg-Birnamwood took
down Ambherst in a Central Wisconsin
Conference-East Division matchup on
Jan. 24 in Wittenberg.

Michael Miller hit seven 3-pointers
and scored 21 points to pace Witt-Birn
offensively.

Mason Meverden added 13 points
for the Chargers. Keegan Schmid
chipped in nine points, while Jett
Rogowski had eight.

Shawano 61
Menasha 46

Shawano earned a Bay Confer-
ence win over Menasha on Jan. 24 in
Shawano.

Michael Metcalf-Grassman hit four
3-pointers and led Shawano with 23
points.

Jacob Landon tallied 12 points on
four 3-pointers for the Hawks, while
Logan Sipple had 10. Brandon Reed
added nine points, while Deacon Car-
roll had the other seven.

Gillett 73
Wausaukee 46

Gillett eased past Wausaukee in
a Marinette & Oconto Conference
game on Jan. 24 in Gillett.

Jesse DeBauch buried three
3-pointers and led Gillett in scoring

with 22 points.

Aydin Franti added 16 points for
the Tigers, while Ben Matczak had
three 3-pointers and 15 points. Austin
VandeCorput contributed 11 points.

WRESTLING
Shawano 39
Menasha 28

Shawano knocked off Menasha in a
battle of two undefeated Bay Confer-
ence teams on Jan. 24 in Menasha.

Connor Chelberg got Shawano
started strong at 182 pounds with a
pin in 3 minutes, 59 seconds. Mason
Theis followed that up with a 4-2
decision win at 195 pounds.

After dropping three straight
weight classes, Shawano’s Dane Hod-
kiewicz earned a 13-3 major decision
win at 113 pounds.

After two more losses, Shawano
ended the night by taking five of the
final six weight classes. Kody Popelka
(132), Drake Herm (138) and Carsen
Herm (152) earned pins. Popelka got
his pin in 3:42, while Drake Herm
earned his in 24 seconds and Carsen
Herm in 37 seconds. Dylan Hodkie-
wicz (145) earned a 9-5 decision win
and Caden Young (170) capped the
night with a 19-3 technical fall win.

BOYS SWIM
Shawano tops Medford, falls to

Rhinelander

Shawano earned an 82-63 dual win
over Medford while falling 124-32
against Rhinelander during a double
dual on Jan. 26 in Shawano.

Shawano’s 200-yard medley relay
team of Braden Barkley, Ben Langlois,
Daniel Bergmann and Brady Hannes
opened the night with a second-place
finish in 2 minutes, 4.31 seconds.
Langlois, Jon Jumonville, Baelyan
Putz and Tybalt Tousch teamed up
for third in the 200 freestyle relay
(1:50.8), while Tousch, Jumonville,
Barkley and Bergmann were on the
third-place finishing 400 freestyle
relay (4:19.81).

Placing third individually for
the Hawks was Langlois in the 200
IM (2:27.36) and 100 breaststroke
(1:13.4), Bergmann in the 100 butterfly
(1:08.65) and Putz in the 100 freestyle
(1:05.28).

Taking fourth for Shawano was
Bergmann in the 200 freestyle
(2:13.04), Barkley in the 50 freestyle
(25.45) and 100 breaststroke (1:08.83)
and Tousch in the 100 freestyle
(1:07.35).
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