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Jennie Williamson chats with the audience Dec. 11 at Wolf River Lutheran High School as technical difficulties are being worked out during the school’s Christmas concert.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
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Grams raises ruckus 
over policy pronouns
Board member not willing to accept ‘they’ in replacement of ‘he’ or ‘she’

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Shawano School Board policy re-
views where there are minor changes 
in wording usually go very smoothly 
without comment.

However, the review on Dec. 5 got 
a little heated as one school board 
member brought the national debate 
on gender pronouns home when he 
objected to the recommended word-
ing changes from Neola, an education 
company based in Ohio that advises on 
policy structure and wording.

Mart Grams raised the issue of 
some of the policy changes refer-
ring to individual students with the 
plural pronoun “they.” He called those 
changes “offensive.”

“There are some very terrible 
things in here,” Grams said. “First off, 
grammatically, there’s no such thing as 
‘their’ for a single. It’s ‘his’ or ‘her.’”

Grams also raised the issue of the 
revised non-discrimination policy, 
which he said would allow boys to 
play in girls’ sports.

“It’s going to harm every female 
in this building,” Grams said at the 
meeting, which was taking place at 
Shawano Community High School. 
“The kid who has a 3½-minute mile 
gets thrown into girls’ sports and sets a 
world record.”

Interim Superintendent Kurt Krizan 
pointed out the pronouns have already 
been in the policies and that the only 
change to the non-discrimination 

policy was a 
paragraph 

regarding 
who will 
investigate 
such 
claims. 
Previously, 
the policy 

said the 
district 

administrator 

would serve in place of the Title 
IX coordinator if that coordinator 
is the subject of harassment or 
discrimination claims. New language 
would allow the superintendent to 
designate an investigator, if he or she 
wishes.

Grams pointed out that there’s a 
board committee that is supposed to 
vet changes in policy, but when Kri-
zan pointed out the changes are only 
technical changes that don’t usually 
go through the committee process, 
the board member disagreed on the 
superintendent’s assessment.

“These are not technical changes,” 
Grams said. “These are major policy 
changes.”

Krizan said he disagreed with that 
claim, to which Grams said: “Well, 
then you’re wrong, Kurt. You don’t 
change a ‘he’ to a ‘they.’”

Grams indicated that Neola’s 
policy recommendations do not have 
to be accepted, even though the dis-
trict has purchased the services. The 
district has worked with Neola since 
2010.

Board member Jeana Winslow 
initially said she had some concerns 
about the same policy issues Grams 
brought up, but she discovered that 
the language falls in alignment with 
civil rights policies.

“When you don’t follow that, are 
we opening ourselves up for a lawsuit 
for discrimination?” Winslow said. “I 
don’t want that, either.”

Grams wasn’t letting up on the 
pronouns, however, noting that the 
concept is taught in English classes.

“You flunk a class if you do that,” 
he said, “but now it’s OK to say that?”

Winslow said she’d rather have a 
grammatical faux pas than direct mon-
ey meant for education and reducing 
class sizes toward hiring a lawyer if 
the district runs afoul of the law.

Board member Bobbi Lemerond 
pointed out that the culture is chang-
ing for students, and there are some 

students who want to be referred to as 
“they” because they don’t feel they fit 
fully into a male or female construct.

“I had this conversation with my 
daughter last year, because one of her 
very good friends refers to themselves 
as ‘they,’” Lemerond said. “They are 
not a he or a she; they are a ‘they.’ 
That’s what they are comfortable be-
ing.”

Lemerond questioned why the 
district is looking at implementing 
the optional changes, to which Krizan 
replied that doing so aligns those 
policies with other existing school 
policies.

Student board member Riley 
Dreier agreed with Lemerond’s 
statement that there are non-binary 
students, at least at the high school, 
who prefer the “they” pronoun. She 
expressed fear that not conforming 
could result in society “canceling 
our school,” claiming that there are 
already “Cancel Shawano” Instagram 
pages, although a search by NEW 
Media found no sign of such a page 
existing.

“Everything on social media says 
you get to pick your own pronouns,” 
Dreier said. “Society today, everything 
on social media is trying to be more 
open. I know it’s not grammatically 
correct, and personally, I don’t agree 
with it, but I don’t really think it’s an 
issue.”

Board member Alysia Pillsbury 
suggested doing away with the 
pronouns altogether and referring to 
individuals as students, teachers, staff, 
etc. on every reference to eliminate 
the concern.

“You could ‘the student shall be 
provided’ rather than ‘they shall be 
provided,’” Pillsbury said.

The policy changes from the Dec. 
5 meeting are expected to be voted on 
at a later date, which was not dis-
cussed at the meeting.

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

“First off, grammatically, there’s no such thing as ‘their’ 
for a single. It’s ‘his’ or ‘her.’”
MART GRAMS, Shawano School Board member
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There were no reported injuries 
in a vandalism spree that left several 
windows broken in Shawano on the 
night of Dec. 6.

The former Family Video, 606 
E. Green Bay St.; the former Kmart, 
1211 E. Green Bay St.; and a vehicle 
parked at a house in the 400 block 
of Division Street all had windows 
broken. Shawano Police Capt. Shane 
Stange said these could be related 
incidents.

“Reading the reports and stuff 
like that, I don’t know if it is related 
— I tend to think it is related,” said 
Stange. “It could be a stretch, but 
based on previous incidents, it is 
probably related.”

As the police continues the inves-
tigation, Stange said they have not 
yet identified a person of interest, but 
they did have leads, which he did not 
disclose.

“Hopefully in a week or so, we 
will have some more information and 
have some suspects identified,” said 
Stange.

He said that vandalism like this 

is not uncommon in the area, but it 
usually occurs in warmer months.

“In the summer months, usu-
ally we get vandalism that occurs 
overnight, and then we get called to 
it that next morning. Or sometimes, 
our officers find them when they are 
committing it,” said Stange. “It is also 
great when people call in and help 
out,” he added.

Stange asked that anyone in the 
area who witnesses vandalism or 
suspicious activity should notify law 
enforcement immediately.

“It is advice that we preach all of 
the time at the police department: 
If you see something, say some-
thing,” said Stange. “A lot of the 
times, instead of calling the police 
department, people will go on the 
‘Shawano, Let’s Talk About It’ Face-
book page and post that suspicious 
activity. We prefer that those people 
— instead of going on Facebook — 
notify the local law enforcement, 
whether it be the county or the city 
police department, and just say: ‘This 
is what we saw,’ so that we can send 
an officer to investigate.”

Vandalism reported on two buildings, car in Shawano
By LUKE REIMER

Reporter

A shattered pane is boarded up at the former Family Video, 606 E. Green Bay St., Shawano. This win-
dow and others were broken on the night of Dec. 6 in Shawano. Shawano Police Department Capt. 
Shane Stange said that while police do not yet have a motive or a suspect, the investigation is ongoing.

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIAlreimer@newmedia-wi.com
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• Jessica N. Myers, 36, Shawano, 
was charged Dec. 5 with one count of 
possession of narcotic drugs, one count 
of possession of methamphetamine, 
one count of possession of THC 
(second or subsequent offense) and one 
misdemeanor count of possession of drug 
paraphernalia. Shawano-Menominee 
Circuit Court Judge Katherine Sloma 
set a cash bond of $250 and a signature 
bond of $1,000. She also scheduled a 
preliminary hearing for Dec. 14.

• Shawn R. Homan, 48, Shawano, 
was charged Dec. 5 with one count 
of bail jumping. Sloma set a signature 
bond of $2,500 and scheduled a status 
conference for Dec. 27.

• Jeffrey P. Zeise, 41, Shawano, 
was charged Dec. 5 with one count of 
maintaining a drug trafficking place, 
one count of possession of narcotic 
drugs, one count of possession of 
methamphetamine, 15 counts of bail 
jumping and two misdemeanor counts of 
possession of drug paraphernalia. Sloma 
set a cash bond of $5,000 and scheduled 
a preliminary hearing for Dec. 14.

• Jeremiah J. Fischer, 44, Gresham, 
was charged Dec. 5 with six counts of 

bail jumping, one misdemeanor count of 
resisting or obstructing an officer, one 
misdemeanor count of possession of drug 
paraphernalia and two misdemeanor 
counts of bail jumping. Sloma set a cash 
bond of $500 and scheduled a status 
conference for Jan. 4.

• Adrian A. Malone, 26, Green Bay, 
was charged Dec. 6 with two counts of 
possession of methamphetamine, eight 
counts of bail jumping, one misdemeanor 
count of resisting or obstructing an 
officer and one misdemeanor count 
of possession of THC. Sloma set a 
cash bond of $3,000 and scheduled a 
preliminary hearing for Dec. 8.

• Kaitlyn L.M. Pingel, 19, Bowler, 
was charged Dec. 6 with one count of 
possession of methamphetamine, one 
count of possession of THC (second or 
subsequent offense), one misdemeanor 
count of resisting or obstructing an officer 
and three misdemeanor counts of bail 
jumping. Sloma set a cash bond of $500 
and scheduled a preliminary hearing for 
Dec. 8.

• Nacirema H. Frisch, 33, Rothschild, 
was charged Dec. 6 with three counts 
of forgery, one count of possession 

of narcotic drugs, six counts of bail 
jumping and one misdemeanor count of 
possession of drug paraphernalia. Sloma 
set a cash bond of $500 and scheduled a 
status conference for Jan. 10.

• Randy C. Waubanascum, 34, Bowler, 
was charged Dec. 6 with one count of 
possession of methamphetamine, one 
count of possession of THC (second or 
subsequent offense) and four counts 
of bail jumping. Sloma set a cash bond 
of $2,500 and scheduled a preliminary 
hearing for Dec. 27.

• Joseph P. Holsten, 43, Keshena, 
was charged Dec. 6 with four counts of 
bail jumping, one misdemeanor count of 
disorderly conduct and one misdemeanor 
count of bail jumping. Sloma set a cash 
bond of $750 and scheduled a preliminary 
hearing for Dec. 29.

• Myrna J. Peters, 41, Keshena, 
pleaded no contest Dec. 7 to one count 
of misappropriating identification 
information. Shawano-Menominee 
Circuit Court Judge William F. Kussel Jr. 
sentenced Peters to seven months in jail.

• Jonathan D. Collar, 37, Stanley, 
pleaded no contest Dec. 7 to two counts 
of burglary, one count of misappropriating 

identification information and 10 counts 
of bail jumping. Two counts of theft of 
movable property, greater than $5,000-
$10,000, 19 counts of bail jumping, two 
misdemeanor counts of criminal damage 
to property and one misdemeanor count 
of resisting or obstructing an officer were 
dismissed but read into the record. Kussel 
sentenced Collar to five years in prison 
and five years of extended supervision.

• Johnny L. Kinney, 28, Shawano, 
was charged Dec. 8 with one count of 
escaping criminal arrest and one count 
of bail jumping. Sloma set a cash bond 
of $2,500 and scheduled a preliminary 
hearing for Dec. 16.

• Timothy H. Pehlke, 40, Clintonville, 
pleaded no contest Dec. 9 to one count 
of operating with prohibited alcohol 
content (fifth offense), one misdemeanor 
count of operating while revoked and one 
misdemeanor count of tampering with/
failing to install/violating a court-ordered 
ignition interlock device. One count of 
operating while intoxicated (fifth offense) 
was dismissed on a prosecutor’s motion. 
Kussel sentenced Pehlke to three years 
in prison and two years of extended 
supervision.

CO U RT  N E W S

P U B L I C  R E CO R D
SHAWANO POLICE 

DEPARTMENT
Dec. 12

Officers responded to 24 calls, 
including a disturbance on South Smalley 
Street; trespassing at ThedaCare Medical 
Center, 100 County Road B; disorderly 
conduct at Longhorn Saloon, 1181 S. 
Main St.; trespassing at Charlie’s County 
Market, 521 S. Main St.; bail jumping 
on South Sawyer Street; a threat at 
Shawano Community High School, 220 
County Road B; a drug offense on West 
Richmond Street; disorderly conduct at 
Wisconsin House, 216 E. Green Bay St.; 
a fight in progress at Charlie’s County 
Market, 521 S. Main St.
Dec. 11

Officers responded to 11 calls, 
including reckless driving on South 
Lincoln Street; a disturbance on East 
Elizabeth Street; a disturbance on Estates 
Lane.
Dec. 10

Officers responded to 22 calls, 
including a domestic disturbance on 
South Lutz Street; property theft on East 
Green Bay Street; car property damage 
on East Maurer Street; car property 
damage on East Green Bay Street.
Dec. 9

Officers responded to 32 calls, 
including criminal damage on West 
Division Street; an assault at Shawano 
Community High School, 220 County 

Road B; harassment at Shawano 
Community High School, 220 County 
Road B; a drug offense at ThedaCare 
Medical Center, 100 County Road B; 
property damage on South Sawyer 
Street; a disturbance on Teddington Lane; 
operating while intoxicated on state 
Highway 47-55; a fight in progress at 
Wisconsin House, 216 E. Green Bay St.
Dec. 8

Officers responded to 21 calls, 
including reckless driving on East Green 
Bay Street; car property damage on East 
Green Bay Street; reckless driving on East 
Green Bay Street.
Dec. 7

Officers responded to 17 calls, 
including a welfare check at Shawano 
Community High School, 220 County 
Road B; a welfare check on Madison Way.
Dec. 6

Officers responded to 30 calls, 
including criminal damage on East 
Green Bay Street; criminal damage on 
East Division Street; criminal damage 
at Family Dollar, 606 E. Green Bay St.; 
reckless driving on North Main Street; 
operating while intoxicated on South 
Sawyer Street.

SHAWANO COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

Dec. 12
Deputies responded to 19 calls, 

including reckless driving on state 
Highway 29 in the Town of Morris; 

reckless driving on state Highway 47 
in the Town of Hartland; one crash, 
involving deer.
Dec. 11

Deputies responded to 22 calls, 
including an animal problem on state 
Highway 47-55 in the Town of Wescott; 
six crashes, two involving deer.
Dec. 10

Deputies responded to 34 calls, 
including operating while intoxicated on 
East Randall Street in Shawano; property 
theft on state Highway 47-55 in the 
Town of Wescott; harassment on Loon 
Lake Drive in the Town of Wescott; a 
fight in progress on North Main Street in 
Shawano; property theft on East Green 
Bay Street in Bonduel; a drug problem 
on U.S. Highway 45 in the Town of 
Birnamwood; a disturbance on Main 
Street in Gresham; six crashes.
Dec. 9

Deputies responded to 39 calls, 
including operating while intoxicated 
on West Baehr Street in Cecil; a threat 
on County Road D in the Town of Pella; 
reckless driving on U.S. Highway 45 
in Marion; a threat on Fourth Street 
in Mattoon; a drug problem on state 
highway 47-55 in the Town of Wescott; 
reckless driving on state Highway 29 
in Wittenberg; property theft on South 
Warrington Avenue in Cecil; one crash.
Dec. 8

Deputies responded to 21 calls, 

including reckless driving on state 
Highway 29 in the Town of Seneca; a 
threat on North Main Street in Shawano; 
three crashes, one involving deer.
Dec. 7

Deputies responded to 24 calls, 
including a disturbance on state Highway 
29 in the Town of Seneca; harassment 
on Uecker Street in the Town of Grant; 
reckless driving on state Highway 22 
in the Town of Washington; property 
theft on County Road N in the Town of 
Birnamwood; reckless driving on state 
Highway 29 in the Town of Maple Grove; 
harassment on Alpine Road in the Town 
of Hutchins; reckless driving on state 
Highway 29 in the Town of Belle Plaine; 
three crashes, two involving deer.
Dec. 6

Deputies responded to 31 calls, 
including a drug problem on state 
Highway 22 in the Town of Belle Plaine; 
a drug problem on West Vinal Street in 
Wittenberg; reckless driving on state 
Highway 117 in the Town of Hartland; a 
disturbance on Maple Leaf Road in the 
Town of Belle Plaine; trespassing on 
Butternut Road in the Town of Herman; 
a disturbance on Country Lane in the 
Town of Washington; reckless driving 
on state Highway 29 in the Town of 
Angelica; a drug problem on East Green 
Bay Street in Shawano.
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O B I T UA R I E S

Darrell H. Wolf, 58, of the Town 
of Belle Plaine, passed away Tuesday 
evening, Dec. 6, 2022, at the St. Eliza-
beth Hospital in Appleton.

Darrell was born July 2, 1964, in 
Clintonville as the son of Harold Wolf 
and the late Verl (Krueger) Wolf. Dar-
rell grew up in the Town of Pella and 
was confirmed at Christus Lutheran 
Church in Clintonville. He graduated 
from Marion High School with the 
Class of 1982.

Darrell was employed as a machine 

operator for Little 
Rapids Corpora-
tion in Green Bay. 
He was talented 
when it came to 
machining things 
and working with 
his hands. Darrell 
even became very 
good at cast-
ing his own toy 

tractors — red ones, of course. He 
enjoyed pulling tractors and spending 

time with his cousins Mark and Brian 
in his free time. Darrell will certainly 
be missed here but is now reunited 
with his mother in his new heavenly 
home.

Survivors include his father, Harold 
Wolf; sister, Lori (Karl) List; nephew 
and niece, Matthew and Ashley List; 
aunts and uncle, Jane Krueger, Dorothy 
Poppe and Glorianne (Jerry) Kuschel; 
numerous other family members, in-
cluding cousins Mark and Brian Poppe.

Darrell was preceded in death by 

his mother, Verl, and uncles, Norman 
Krueger and Jim Poppe.

Darrell’s funeral service was held 
Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2022, at the Chris-
tus Lutheran Church in Clintonville 
with the Rev. Shelly Klemp officiat-
ing. Interment took place at Bethle-
hem Lutheran Cemetery in Pella on 
Wednesday.

The Eberhardt-Stevenson Funeral 
Home and Crematory of Clintonville 
is assisting his family. www.eberhardt-
stevenson.com

Darrell H. Wolf

Michael D. SkidmoreArno Dennis Mielke, Jr.

Michael D. Skidmore, 69, of Big Falls, passed away on Wednesday, Dec. 
7, 2022.

Eberhardt-Stevenson Funeral Home and Crematory, Marion.

Arno Dennis Mielke Jr., of Marion, 
passed away on Saturday, Dec. 10, 
2022, at ThedaCare Medical Center 

in Appleton.
Eberhardt-Stevenson Funeral 

Home and Crematory, Marion.

Probable cause was found in a 
case relating to an alleged first-

degree inten-
tional homicide 
in the Town of 
Wescott on June 
25.

With Attor-
ney Christopher 
Froelich repre-
senting him, Mi-
chael E. Ingold, 
58, Shawano, ap-
peared in court 

Dec. 8 for a preliminary hearing. 
Shawano County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment Detective Chris Gamm testi-
fied at the hearing, giving details of 
his investigation.

“I received an email from our 
patrol lieutenant to review the 
complaint,” said Gamm. “There 
was a death investigation at W5005 
Pioneer Drive in the Town of 
Wescott where a female had passed 
away. We talked to the only other 
person at the residence, which is 
the defendant. The lieutenant was 
questioning the case and said that 

we should take a look at it, because 
of the prior domestic violence his-
tory between the parties.”

According to online court re-
cords, Ingold was charged with one 
count of second-degree recklessly 
endangering safety, one count of 
strangulation and suffocation, one 
misdemeanor count of battery and 
one misdemeanor of operating a 
firearm while intoxicated on July 1, 
2020, in Waukesha County. Those 
charges were eventually dismissed 
on court’s own motion.

In response to questions from 
District Attorney Greg Parker, who 
was representing the state, Gamm 
relayed information from an officer 
who spoke with Ingold at the scene, 
saying that Ingold allegedly came 
home from work, took a shower and 
sat down to watch television with 
the victim.

From there, Gamm said, Ingold 
claimed he woke up at 2:30 a.m. and 
saw the victim awake in the kitch-
en, getting a beer, which Gamm 
said Ingold thought was odd. Gamm 
said Ingold stated that he woke up 
again around 4 a.m. and found the 
victim deceased. He went on to 
say that a 911 call was made from 
a neighbor, who entered the house 
with Ingold, after Ingold had asked 

the neighbor for assistance, and 
saw the victim.

“They saw the victim in the bed-
room and the neighbor tried to wake 
her up, but the defendant said not 
to touch her,” said Gamm. “At that 
point the neighbor called 911. There 
was no one else in the home.”

Gamm said that the sheriff’s 
department received the autopsy 
report that showed that death 
was caused in a manner similar 
to manual strangulation. He said 
that during a conversation with 
Ingold on July 27, Ingold’s story 
matched what he had initially told 
law enforcement. Also during this 
conversation, Gamm told Ingold the 
autopsy finding of manual strangu-
lation, and in response Gamm said 
Ingold denied touching the victim.

“At that point he was placed 
under arrest and mirandized,” said 
Gamm.

After answering Parker’s ques-
tions, Froelich got his turn, first 
clarifying the information that 
Gamm reported. From there, Fro-
elich asked Gamm more about the 
information regarding the autopsy 
report, asking if there were any 
drugs or alcohol in the victim’s 
system. Gamm responded by saying 
she had a blood alcohol level of 

0.14 percent and that there were no 
drugs in her system.

“There were no listed drugs — I 
know she had a plethora of medica-
tions that were prescribed to her. I 
am not sure exactly what she was 
taking at the time,” said Gamm. “We 
verified with the medical examiner 
that those did not affect her death.”

Froelich questioned Gamm on 
his testimony, asking if Ingold 
indicated a timeline of events of the 
night when the two parties met on 
July 27. Gamm confirmed that In-
gold provided a timeline of events. 
Froelich asked Gamm if Ingold was 
emotional or if he was crying when 
looking for help from neighbors on 
the night of the alleged homicide, 
to which Gamm said that he was. 
Froelich then asked Gamm about 
Ingold’s relationship with the vic-
tim’s brother. Gamm explained that 
Ingold was upset with the victim’s 
brother and said that he was going 
to kill them.

On redirect, Parker asked if 
there is anything to suggest that 
the victim caused her own death, to 
which Gamm replied that it is not 
possible to choke yourself without 
an added apparatus. Froelich re-
crossed, clarifying that Ingold said 
he did not touch the victim. Gamm 
confirmed Froelich’s question.

Shawano-Menominee County 
Circuit Court Judge William Kussel 
Jr. found probable cause and Ingold 
was bound over. Kussel scheduled 
an arraignment for 1:30 p.m. Jan. 18.

Probable cause found in homicide case
Autopsy report 

consistent 
with manual 
strangulation

“I am not sure exactly what (medications) she was  
taking at the time … We verified with the medical  

examiner that those did not affect her death.”
CHRIS GAMM, Shawano County Sheriff’s Department detective

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

MICHAEL INGOLD

lreimer@newmedia-wi.com
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Most schools in the area are 
making the grade, according to the 
recent release of state report cards, 
but there are a couple that are 
standing out as among the elite in 
northeast Wisconsin.

Bonduel Elementary School 
achieved a five-star rating in the 2021-
22 school year, topping all the schools 
in Shawano, Oconto and Menominee 
counties with a score of 84.8. To 
achieve a five-star rating, schools must 
achieve a minimum score of 83.

Principal Brad Grayvold sent an 
email to NEW Media expressing that 
the latest report card shows how 
his school is achieving beyond what 
anyone would expect from a smaller 
school district.

“We believe that attitude is one 
thing that an individual can control,” 
Grayvold wrote. “The attitude that we 
promote is to be positive, productive, 
and professional. Having a daily at-
titude that is positive can have a great 
impact on our individual wellness and 
of each person we encounter. The 
relationships that are developed in the 
school and community have a great 
impact on the success of the school. 
We believe in establishing relation-
ships with our students and families 
that reach beyond the school setting.”

Schools are graded based on the 
level of school attendance (elemen-
tary schools) or graduation rates 
(high schools), along with testing 
scores and how well achievement 
gaps are improved via ethnicities 
and poor families.

Grayvold noted that the school’s 
efforts to be among the best would not 
stop with this year.

“The expectations of the school 
district and community are rein-
forced each day at school,” Grayvold 
wrote. “We look for ways to continu-
ously improve and believe that the 
best is yet to come.”

While Bonduel can boast the best 
elementary school in CESA 8, the top 
high school honor goes to Suring. Sur-
ing High School was also a five-star 
school with a score of 84.2, beating out 
the other 26 high schools in the educa-
tional region.

The honor was welcome news to 
Oconto County Sheriff Todd Skarban.

“Looks like things are on the rise in 
my hometown! Great job everyone!” 
Skarban posted on Facebook.

Having the top high school put the 
Suring Public School District overall 
in the four-star category with a score 
of 74, which means the district is seen 
as exceeding the expectations set by 

the Wisconsin Department of Public 
Instruction. Suring Elementary School 
had a score of 66.4, putting it in the 
middle of the three-star schools.

By contrast, Bonduel just barely 
missed the mark of being a four-star 
school district with an overall score 
of 69.8, with 70 being the benchmark 
for the higher rating. Bonduel Middle 
School had a score of 67.1, while Bon-
duel High School’s score was 61.2.

Pulaski and Bowler school districts 
also were designated four-star schools 
by the state. Pulaski, which has seven 
schools in its district, had all of its 
schools in the four-star category last 
year, but this year, Sunnyside Elemen-

tary School and Pulaski Community 
Middle School’s scores slipped into the 
60s, making them three-star schools.

“We are proud that overall the 
district exceeded expectations and 
almost all of our schools exceeded 
expectations or met expectations on 
the state report card used as ac-
countability measures,” said Jennifer 
Gracyalny, Pulaski’s executive director 
of teaching and learning. “We realize 
this is only one measure of student 
achievement and must be triangulated 
with other state, district and classroom 
assessments to truly support and drive 
student learning in our classrooms. 
Our staff do an amazing job of utilizing 
evidence of learning and data to meet 
our student, curriculum and instruc-
tion needs.”

Bowler School District was able to 
get into the four-star category because 
of Bowler High School also getting 
four stars with a score of 76.9. The el-
ementary school was in the three-star 
category with a score of 61.9.

Once again, the Shawano School 
District found itself squarely in the 
three-star passing category, but 
Olga Brener Intermediate School 
improved to a four-star school with 
a score of 72.3.

One of the factors incorporated into 
the grading of the schools is chronic 
absenteeism, but Shawano’s public 
schools recently implemented the We 
Need You Here program, which incen-
tivizes school attendance for students.

The only area school district that 
didn’t meet the state’s standards 
was the Menominee Indian School 
District, which had an overall score 
of 48.4, which put it into a two-star 
category. Menominee Indian High 
School achieved a three-star rating 
with a score of 63.3, but the other two 
schools in the district were designated 
as failing schools by the state, with 
Keshena Primary School scoring 46.1 
and Menominee Indian Middle School 
scoring 44.9.

Bonduel top elementary, says report cards
State says Suring’s high school also among the elite schools for Wisconsin

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Bonduel Elementary School students and staff pose for a group photo outside of the school in celebration of the school being designated a five-star school by the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction.
� CONTRIBUTED

BY THE NUMBERS
How area schools scored under the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction report cards for the 2021-22 school year:

Bonduel School District 69.8
Bonduel Elementary School 84.8
Bonduel High School 61.2
Bonduel Middle School 67.1
Bowler School District 72.3
Bowler Elementary School 61.9
Bowler High School 76.9
Gillett School District 66.4
Gillett Elementary School 72.9
Gillett High School 51.4
Gillett Middle School 78.4
Gresham School District 59
Gresham Elementary School 50.5
Gresham High School 62.9
Lena School District 61.5
Lena Elementary School 74.8
Lena High School 56.3
Lena Middle School 55.8
Marion School District 66.5
Marion Elementary School 61.5
Marion High School 69.7
Menominee Indian School District 48.4
Keshena Primary School 46.1
Menominee Indian High School 63.3
Menominee Indian Middle School 44.9
Oconto Unified School District 66.4
Bayshore Community Academy 82.1
Northeast Wisconsin Learning Academy AR
Oconto Elementary School 75.3
Oconto High School 52.2

Oconto Middle School 76.9
Oconto Falls School District 68.7
Abrams Elementary School 75.7
Oconto Falls Elementary School 68.1
Oconto Falls High School 72
Washington Middle School 66.6
Pulaski Community School District 73.1
Fairview Elementary School 71.7
Glenbrook Elementary School 73.4
Hillcrest Elementary School 79.9
Lannoye Elementary School 78.4
Pulaski Community Middle School 68.1
Pulaski High School 76.7
Sunnyside Elementary School 66.8
Shawano School District 66.9
Hillcrest Primary School AR
Leads Primary Charter School AR
Olga Brener Intermediate School 72.3
Shawano Community High School 66.1
Shawano Community Middle School 64.2
Suring School District 74
Suring Elementary School 66.4
Suring High School 84.2
Tigerton School District 64.8
Tigerton Elementary School 59.8
Tigerton High School 66
Wittenberg-Birnamwood School District 67.3
Birnamwood Elementary-Middle School 77.9
Wittenberg-Birnamwood High School 51.7
Wittenberg Elementary-Middle School 74.1
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A Gresham man was charged Dec. 
6 with multiple counts of threatening 
law enforcement officers in relation to 
an incident in Shawano on Dec. 5.

Kevin E. Lyons, 43, was charged 
with eight counts of battery or threat 

to a judge, pros-
ecutor, or law en-
forcement officer, 
two misdemeanor 
counts of resisting 
or obstructing an 
officer and two 
misdemeanor 
counts of disor-
derly conduct.

If convicted, 
Lyons faces fines 

of up to $10,000 and six years in 
prison for each count of battery or 
threat to a judge, prosecutor, or law 

Gresham man charged with threatening officers
Man allegedly told police 

he would put a 30-06 
rifle to their heads

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

KEVIN LYONS

enforcement officer. He also faces up 
to $10,000 in fines and nine months in 
prison for each misdemeanor count of 
resisting or obstructing an officer and 
fines of up to $1,000 and 90 days in 
prison for each misdemeanor count of 
disorderly conduct.

According to the criminal com-
plaint, Shawano police officers were 
dispatched to Tractor Supply, 1313 E. 
Green Bay St., for a welfare check on 
a Shawano man who was suicidal and 
lives in the area behind the building. 
The criminal complaint states that the 
person who called police thought that 
this man had swallowed pills.

After clearing one tent behind the 
building, police officers entered a sec-
ond tent and found Lyons, who stated 
that he wanted to be left alone.

From there, Lyons started threat-
ening the police officers, allegedly 
saying that he had a gun and that he 
was going to shoot the police officers. 
The criminal complaint also states that 
Lyons got to his feet and was challeng-
ing the police officers to fight. He alleg-
edly approached police officers with 
his hands clenched in fists in a fighting 
stance, to which the officers deter-
mined that probable cause existed to 

arrest Lyons for disorderly conduct 
and threats to an officer.

After being escorted to one of 
the officer’s police vehicles, Lyons 
was taken to the ThedaCare Medical 
Center, 100 County Road B. While 
bringing Lyons into the hospital, he 
allegedly kept trying to get out of 
a wheelchair and kept screaming 
profanities at police officers. Lyons 
was eventually laid down on a hospital 
bed, where he allegedly tried to kick 
officers several times and allegedly 
said that he was going to put a 30-06 
rifle to the officers’ heads.

According to the criminal com-
plaint, Lyons had allegedly told 
hospital staff that he had taken pills in 
an attempt to take his own life. Lyons 
received medication from hospital 
staff and calmed down before falling 
asleep. After he was medically cleared, 
police officers transported Lyons to 
the Shawano County Jail.

Shawano-Menominee County Cir-
cuit Court Judge Katherine Sloma set 
a cash bond of $10,000 at Lyons’ initial 
appearance and scheduled a prelimi-
nary hearing for Dec. 14.

Wolf River Lutheran hosts  
Christmas Extravaganza

Ben Schmidt, left, of Bonduel, plays cribbage with Collin Arvey, of Shawano, while waiting for 
more customers Dec. 10 at the Christmas Extravaganza vendor and craft fair at Wolf River Lu-
theran High School.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Author Julie Kirchner is surrounded by the books she’s written Dec. 10 during the Christmas Ex-
travaganza vendor and craft fair at Wolf River Lutheran High School.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA



PAGE A8  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2022

PHOTOS BY LEE PULASKI • CITY EDITOR

Wolf River Lutheran High School choir members, from left, Evian Shaver, Sophia Bouwma and Luke 
Hammond, perform “Mary, Did You Know?” as the opening act for Tennessee-based recording artist 
Jennie Williamson on Dec. 11 at the high school.

Songs, stories of season
David Kaiser, principal at St. James Lutheran School, tells children a story Dec. 11 in the gymnasium of Wolf River Lutheran High School prior to the school’s Christmas concert, which featured Christian national 
recording artist Jennie Williamson and the high school choir.

Jennie Williamson smiles as she performs “Joy to the World” during her Christmas concert Dec. 11 at 
Wolf River Lutheran High School. Williamson is familiar to many in the parochial community as she 
visits the schools to talk with students about Christian values.
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Gallagher votes with Dems on marriage bill
Baldwin introduced Respect for Marriage Act in July to protect same-sex, interracial marriages

By CHRISTINA LIEFFRING
The Badger Project

Two Republican congressmen in 
Wisconsin joined the state’s three 
Democrats in voting Dec. 8 to ap-
prove a bill that protects same-sex 
and interracial marriage across the 
country.

In the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, 39 Republicans joined all 219 
Democratic colleagues to pass the 
Respect for Marriage Act, including 
Wisconsin’s Bryan Steil and Mike 
Gallagher.

The Respect for Marriage Act 
requires all states recognize the va-
lidity of all marriages as long as they 
are considered valid in the state in 
which they were performed.

Steil voted in favor of the bill 
during the first House vote in July, 
the only Wisconsin Republican to do 
so. After the Senate amended the bill 
to address his concerns regarding 
polygamy, Gallagher changed 
his vote in favor also.

Wisconsin Demo-
cratic Sen. Tammy 
Baldwin, the first 
openly-gay person 
elected to the 
Senate, intro-
duced the bill 
with Senators 
Diane Feinstein 
(D-Calif.), and 
Susan Collins 
(R-Maine) in 
July shortly 
after the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s 
decision in Dobbs 
v. Jackson Women’s 
Health Organization 
undermined the 
individual rights 
precedent 

that upholds the court’s decision 
on same-sex marriage, Obergefell 
v. Hodges, and interracial marriage, 
Loving v. Virginia.

“Marriage equality is a consti-
tutional right that has been well 
established by the Supreme Court as 
precedent, and this freedom should 
be protected,” Baldwin said in a 
press release announcing the bill. 
“The bipartisan Respect for Marriage 
Act will enshrine and protect mar-
riage equality and make sure legal 
same-sex and interracial marriages 
are recognized.”

Supreme Court Justice Samuel 
Alito wrote in the majority deci-
sion that Dobbs would have no 
impact on Obergefell, but Justice 
Clarence Thomas wrote in a concur-
ring opinion that the court “should 
reconsider” Obergefell in light of the 
Dobbs decision, as well as Griswold 
v. Connecticut, which protects 
married couples’ access to contra-

ceptives, and Lawrence v. Texas, 
which protects the right 

for consenting adults to 
engage in same-sex 

intimacy.
The U.S. Senate 

approved the bill 
61-36 last month, 
and on Dec. 8, 
the House of 
Representa-
tives approved 
the amended 

bill, 258-169.
“We are 

thrilled that the 
Respect for Mar-

riage Act passed both the Senate and 
the House with robust bipartisan 
support,” Baldwin said in a statement. 
“This commonsense legislation pro-
vides certainty to millions of loving 
couples in same-sex and interracial 
marriages, who will continue to enjoy 
the freedoms, rights and responsibili-
ties afforded to all other marriages. 
At the same time, our legislation fully 
respects and protects religious liberty 
and diverse beliefs about marriage. 
This is an important and historic 
step forward in ensuring dignity and 
respect for all Americans.”

Steil told WISN-TV earlier this 
month that the bill “maintains the 
status quo.”

“This is the political bickering I 
think that people are so frustrated 
with,” he added. “This is the home 
stretch of one-party Democratic con-
trol, but ultimately, it doesn’t alter 
state law and it just maintains the 
status quo.”

In a written state-
ment, Gallagher 
said: “The Su-
preme Court 
found there 
was a con-
stitutional 
right to 
same-sex 
marriage 
in 2015. 
While 
the pos-
sibility of 
the deci-
sion being 
overturned 

is extremely low, that is not an excuse 
for Congress to ignore this issue.”

Gallagher noted the a previous bill 
touted by Speaker Nancy Pelosi had a 
loophole that would have allowed po-
lygamy, but the Respect for Marriage 
Act fixed that and preserved protec-
tions for religious organizations.

“It also moves more of the issue 
of marriage to the states — where I 
believe it belongs — while providing 
practical reciprocity provisions 
for those who move from one state 
to another,” Gallagher wrote. “It 
is far better for Congress to pass 
legislation that protects religious 
organizations and provides stability 
to the millions of people in a same-
sex marriage than to rely on federal 
judges to make these decisions.”

The rest of Wisconsin’s GOP del-
egation — Reps. Tom Tiffany, Glenn 
Grothman and Scott Fitzgerald, and 
Sen. Ron Johnson — voted in opposi-
tion to the bill.

Johnson initially said publicly 
he would consider supporting 

codifying same-sex mar-
riage, but reversed course, 

stating that the Respect 
for Marriage Act was 
“unnecessary as the 
Obergefell decision 
is settled law and has 

no chance of being 
overturned,” and 
that the amended 
bill “did not 
provide sufficient 
protection for 

those with strongly 
held religious be-

liefs.”

The Badger Project is a 
nonpartisan, citizen-
supported journalism 

nonprofit in 
Wisconsin.

LEFT: U.S. Sen. Tammy Baldwin first introduced the Respect 
for Marriage Act in July and has worked to get bipartisan 
support for the bill that protects same-sex and interracial mar-

riages while keeping religious liberty intact.� CONTRIBUTED

RIGHT: U.S. Rep. Mike Gallagher joined with Wisconsin Dem-
ocrats to vote in favor of the Respect for Marriage 

Act, one of 39 Republicans in Congress 
to do so.� CONTRIBUTED
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SATURDAY MORNING / AFTERNOON DEC. 17
7 AM 7:30 8 AM 8:30 9 AM 9:30 10 AM 10:30 11 AM 11:30 12 PM 12:30 1 PM 1:30 2 PM 2:30 3 PM 3:30 4 PM 4:30 5 PM 5:30

ABC
	(9)	 WAOW

	(2)	 WBAY

Good Morning 
America (N) ’ Å

(9)	Good Morning America (N) Å
(2)	Action 2 News: This Morn-
ing (N)

(9)	Wildlife
(2)	Morn-
ing

(9)	oh 
baby! ’ 
(EI) Å

(9)	Hearts 
of
(2)	Wildlife

(9)	Saving 
Pets
(2)	oh baby!

College Football Cricket Celebration Bowl: Jackson State vs North Carolina 
Central. The Tigers try to cap off a perfect season with a win over the Eagles 
in the Celebration Bowl. (N) ’ (Live) Å

College Football Jimmy Kimmel LA Bowl: Washington State vs Fresno State. 
The Cougars (7-5) face the Bulldogs (9-4) in the LA Bowl. Fresno State won 
the Mountain West title. (N) ’ (Live) Å

CBS
	(5)	 WFRV

	(7)	 WSAW

(5)	Mission
(7)	CBS 
Sat

(5)	Hope in 
the Wild 
’ (EI)

(5)	CBS Sat
(7)	Lucky 
Dog

(7)	In-
novation 
Nation

(7)	Mission 
Unstop-
pable

(7)	Hope in 
the Wild 
’ (EI)

All In With 
Laila Ali Å

Did I Men-
tion Inven-
tion?

Inside College Bas-
ketball (N) ’ Å

College Basketball Teams TBA. (N) ’ 
(Live) Å

College Basketball North Carolina vs Ohio State. 
Madison Square Garden. (N) ’ (Live) Å

College Basketball UCLA vs 
Kentucky. Madison Square Gar-
den. (N) ’ (Live) Å

FOX
	(55)	 WZAW

	(11)	 WLUK

(55)	Xplor. 
Planet
(11)	News

(55)	
Xploration 
Space

FIFA World Cup 
2022 Live (N) (Live)

FIFA World Cup 2022 Third-Place Play-Off: 
Teams TBA. (N) ’ (Live) Å

FIFA 
World Cup 
Today

College Basketball Providence at Seton 
Hall. Prudential Center. (N) ’ (Live) Å

WWE Tribute to the 
Troops (N) ’ Å

(55)	In-
vest.
(11)	GOOD

(55)	SEAL Team
(11)	Things We Lost in 
the Fire (2007, Drama)

(55)	Sci Q 
’ (EI) Å

(55)	WBA 
Hall of 
Fame Show

(55)	Shel-
don
(11)	Sports

(55)	Sheldon
(11)	Greatest

NBC
	(26)	 WGBA

	(12)	 WJFW

(26)	Today
(12)	(6:00) 
Today

(12)	906 
Outdoors

(12)	Today’s 
Home-
owner

News-
Kids Edi-
tion

Earth Od-
yssey With 
Dylan

Wild 
Child Å 
(DVS)

Harlem 
Globe-
trotters

One 
Team-
Sports

(26)	Blade
(12)	The 
Voyager

(26)	Paid Pro-
gram
(12)	Roots Less

DRL Drone Racing 
(Taped) ’ Å

Golf PNC Championship, Day 1. PNC Championship, Day 1. PNC Championship, Day 
1. PNC Championship, Day 1. PNC Championship, Day 1. PNC Championship, Day 1. 
From Orlando, Fla. (N) ’ (Live) Å

(26)	MyPillow
(12)	Slim 
Cycle

NBC 
Nightly 
News

PBS
	(20)	 WHRM

	(36)	 WLEF

	(38)	 WPNE

Hero El-
ementary 
’ (EI) Å 
(DVS)

Alma’s 
Way ’ 
(EI) Å 
(DVS)

Curious 
George 
(EI)

Daniel 
Tiger’s 
Neigh-
borhood 
Å (DVS)

Best of 
Sewing 
With 
Nancy Å

Quilt-
ing Arts 
“Printing” 
’ Å

Growing 
a Green-
er World 
’ Å

Classic 
Wood-
working 
“Adirondack 
Chair”

Ameri-
ca’s Test 
Kitchen 
From 
Cook

Ameri-
ca’s Test 
Kitchen 
From 
Cook

Cook’s 
Country 
Crumb-
crusted rack 
of lamb. ’

Chris-
topher 
Kimball’s 
Milk 
Street

Chris-
topher 
Kimball’s 
Milk 
Street

New 
Scandi-
navian 
Cooking 
’ Å

Sara’s 
Week-
night 
Meals 
’ Å

Essential 
Pépin 
“Sweets 
for My 
Sweet”

Essential 
Pépin 
“Fine Fin-
ishes”

Essential 
Pépin 
“Light as 
Air” ’

America’s Test 
Kitchen Special: 
Home for the Holi-
days Stress-free holi-
day gathering. ’ Å

The Lawrence Welk 
Show “Winter” A 
Winter Show. Å

	(32)	 WACY Hearts oh baby! Paid Mak Paid Out MidWest Bensin World’s World’s SOS: Survive Sporting Raised Offshore Spanish Heartland Mod Mod Gold Gold

	(46)	 WTPX MacGyver Å Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU

CW
	(14)	 WCWF

	(34)	 WYOW

(14)	Outdoor
(34)	Pop-
star!

(14)	Get-
Breeze
(34)	MyPillow

Jack Han-
na’s Into the 
Wild

Jack Han-
na’s Into the 
Wild

Jack Han-
na’s Into the 
Wild

Jack Han-
na’s Into the 
Wild

Pet Vet 
Dream 
Team Å

Tails of 
Valor “Don-
key Duties”

(14)	Science
(34)	Live 
Life-Win

(14)	Help Now
(34)	Paid 
Prog.

(14)	Get-
Breeze
(34)	Rescue

(14)	Cook 
Like
(34)	Theft

(14)	Boundless A 353-mile 
bike race through California.
(34)	Tortilla Soup

(14)	WOW - Women Of 
Wrestling Coach Cam-
panelli; Randi Rah Rah.

(14)	Sports
(34)	High-
way

(14)	

Greatest 
Sports

(14)	
(34)	

(14)	Relief 
from inflam-
mation

(14)	Last 
Man
(34)	Burgers

(14)	Last 
Man
(34)	Burgers

SATURDAY EVENING DEC. 17
6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30

ABC
	(9)	 WAOW

	(2)	 WBAY

College Football 
Scoreboard (N) ’ 
(Live) Å

College Football New Mexico Bowl: SMU vs BYU. The Cougars ride a three-game win streak into their New Mexico Bowl meeting with the 
Mustangs. (N) ’ (Live) Å

(9)	News 9 WAOW at 
10PM (N)
(2)	Action 2 News at 10 (N)

(9)	(:35) Weird Earth
(2)	(:35) Investi-
gate TV

(2)	(:05) The Song 
“Styx” ’ Å

(9)	(:35) Storm of Suspicion
(2)	(:35) Opry (N Same-
day Tape)

CBS
	(5)	 WFRV

	(7)	 WSAW

(4:30) College Basketball UCLA vs 
Kentucky. Madison Square Garden. (N) 
’ (Live) Å

Fire Country “Work, Don’t Worry” A 
building collapses. ’ Å

48 Hours ’ Å 48 Hours ’ Å (5)	Local 5 News at 
10:00 (N)
(7)	NewsChannel 7 at 10 (N)

(5)	(:35) HS Sports 
Xtra (N)
(7)	(:35) Beat the Odds

(5)	(:05) Discover 
Wisconsin Å
(7)	(:05) The Song Å

(5)	(:35) Friends ’ Å
(7)	(:35) Opry (N 
Same-day Tape)

FOX
	(55)	 WZAW

	(11)	 WLUK

(55)	The Big Bang Theory Amy 
starts a new job.
(11)	Jeopardy!

(55)	The Big Bang Theory 
’ Å
(11)	Wheel of Fortune ’ Å

Gordon Ramsay’s Road Trip “Christ-
mas Vacation” Chef Ramsay goes to a 
winter wonderland. ’ Å

Hell’s Kitchen “Just Wingin’ It” Contes-
tants make chicken wings. ’ Å (DVS)

(55)	The Big Bang Theory
(11)	Fox 11 News at 
Nine (N)

(55)	The Big Bang 
Theory ’ Å
(11)	Seinfeld ’ Å

Hell’s Kitchen “Clawing Your Way to 
the Top” Teams must shell and cook a 
lobster. ’ Å (DVS)

(55)	S.W.A.T. “Reckoning” Å
(11)	Seinfeld “The Statue” Å

(11)	The King of 
Queens St. Valentine’s 
Day is ruined for Dou.g.

NBC
	(26)	 WGBA

	(12)	 WJFW

(26)	NBC26 News at 
6pm (N) Å
(12)	Inside the Huddle

(26)	Emeril Forever Pans
(12)	Wheel of Fortune 
’ Å

Password “Heidi Klum & Jimmy Fallon” 
Contestants play a word game. ’ Å

Dateline NBC ’ Å Saturday Night Live “Kristen Wiig; Dua 
Lipa” From Dec. 10, 2020: Host Kristen 
Wiig. (N) ’ Å

(26)	News
(12)	Newswatch 12 
Saturday

(:29) Saturday Night Live “Austin Butler; Yeah Yeah Yeahs” 
Austin Butler; Yeah Yeah Yeahs perform. (N) ’ (Live) Å

PBS
	(20)	 WHRM

	(36)	 WLEF

	(38)	 WPNE

The Carol Burnett Show “Joanne 
Woodward” Guest: Joanne Woodward.

Sister Boniface Mysteries “Queen of 
the Kitchen” A TV cooking contestant 
dies. ’ Å

Shakespeare and Hathaway -- Pri-
vate Investigators “And Rarest Parts” 
Trainspotting member approaches the 
duo. ’ Å

Frankie Drake Mysteries “The Girls 
Can’t Help It” Frankie and Trudy investi-
gate flappers. ’ Å

Santa School A workshop about Santa 
Claus. ’ Å

Lights Before Christmas: Radiance 
on Rails An illuminated antique steam 
train. ’ Å

	(32)	 WACY Family Feud ’ Two/Half Men Chicago Fire “Not Like This” ’ Chicago P.D. “Sacrifice” ’ Am Housewife Am Housewife The Simpsons Family Guy ’ Family Guy ’ S.W.A.T. Å
	(46)	 WTPX Law & Order: Special Victims Unit Law & Order: Special Victims Unit Law & Order: Special Victims Unit Law & Order: Special Victims Unit Law & Order: Special Victims Unit Law & Order: Special Victims Unit

CW
	(14)	 WCWF

	(34)	 WYOW

(14)	The Big Bang Theory 
’ Å
(34)	The Good Doctor ’ Å

(14)	The Big Bang 
Theory Penny ups her 
game with Leonard. ’

iHeartRadio Jingle Ball 2022 The annual concert event. 
(N) ’ Å

Whose Line Is It Any-
way? Guest comic 
Jonathan Mangum. Å

(14)	The Rookie Å 
(DVS)
(34)	The Liquidator Å

(34)	Robert the 
Bruce (2019) An-
gus Macfadyen. Å

(14)	The National Desk (N) (Live) (14)	TMZ (N) ’ Å (34)	To the Rescue 
The Best Friends 
Animal Society. Å

SUNDAY MORNING / AFTERNOON DEC. 18
7 AM 7:30 8 AM 8:30 9 AM 9:30 10 AM 10:30 11 AM 11:30 12 PM 12:30 1 PM 1:30 2 PM 2:30 3 PM 3:30 4 PM 4:30 5 PM 5:30

ABC
	(9)	 WAOW

	(2)	 WBAY

Good Morning 
America (N) ’ Å

(9)	This Week W/ George 
Stephanopoulos
(2)	Action 2 News

(9)	Capitol
(2)	This 
Week

(9)	Up-
Front

(9)	Finan-
cial
(2)	UpFront

(9)	Paid 
Program
(2)	Hearts of

(9)	Coldwell
(2)	Vets-
Pets

(9)	Wiscon-
sin
(2)	Free Ent.

Pickleball PPA Tour Team Championship: 
Teams TBA. (N) ’ (Live) Å

Women’s College Basketball Tennes-
see at Stanford. Maples Pavilion. (N) ’ 
(Live) Å

(9)	Sports 
Stars
(2)	Inside Edit.

(9)	2022 Wis
(2)	Paid 
Prg.

ABC 
World 
News

(9)	News 
9
(2)	News

CBS
	(5)	 WFRV

	(7)	 WSAW

(5)	News
(7)	Sun-
rise

(5)	Sun-
day Mass

CBS News Sunday Morning 
(N) ’ Å

Face the Nation (N) 
’ Å

(5)	Game Day
(7)	Retire-
ment

The NFL Today (N) 
’ Å

NFL Football Detroit Lions at New York Jets. The Jets welcome the Lions to 
the Meadowlands. New York has won three of its past four home dates. (N) 
’ (Live) Å

(:25) NFL Football Cincinnati Bengals at Tampa Bay Buc-
caneers. The Buccaneers take on the Bengals. Cincinnati 
seeks a third consecutive road victory. (N) ’ (Live) Å

FOX
	(55)	 WZAW

	(11)	 WLUK

(55)	FOX News Sunday (N)
(11)	(6:00) Good Day Wis-
consin (N)

World 
Cup

(:45) FIFA World Cup 2022 Final: Teams TBA. (N) ’ 
(Live) Å

FOX NFL Sunday 
(N) ’ (Live) Å

NFL Football Philadelphia Eagles at Chicago Bears. Jalen Hurts 
and Justin Fields take the stage as the Eagles fly to the Windy City 
to face the Bears. (N) ’ (Live) Å

NFL on 
FOX 
Postgame

Herd for the Holi-
days (N) ’ Å

(55)	Builds
(11)	Fox 
News

(55)	Paid 
Program 
Å

(55)	Paid 
Prog.
(11)	Heroes

NBC
	(26)	 WGBA

	(12)	 WJFW

Sunday Today With 
Willie Geist (N) ’ Å

(26)	M’t 
Press
(12)	Athlete

(12)	Home 
Remod-
eler

(26)	Know
(12)	Meet 
Press

(26)	

MidWest 
Outdoors

(26)	Paid Prg.
(12)	Remod-
eler

(26)	Paid Pro-
gram
(12)	The Huddle

(26)	Paid Prog.
(12)	The Voy-
ager

Ski and Snowboard 
“Big Air” From Cop-
per Mountain, Colo.

Golf PNC Championship, Final Day. PNC Championship, Final Day. PNC 
Championship, Final Day. PNC Championship, Final Day. PNC Champion-
ship, Final Day. PNC Championship, Final Day. From Orlando, Fla. (N) Å

Ski and Snowboard “U.S. 
Grand Prix” From Copper Moun-
tain, Colo. (N) ’ Å

(26)	News
(12)	Paid 
Program

NBC 
Nightly 
News

PBS
	(20)	 WHRM

	(36)	 WLEF

	(38)	 WPNE

Hero El-
ementary 
’ (EI) Å 
(DVS)

Alma’s 
Way ’ 
(EI) Å 
(DVS)

Curious 
George 
’ (EI) Å 
(DVS)

Daniel 
Tiger’s 
Neigh-
borhood 
Å (DVS)

Washing-
ton Week 
’ Å

Firing 
Line With 
Margaret 
Hoover

Here 
and Now 
’ Å

Market to 
Market 
’ Å

Mid-
somer 
Murders 
’ (Part 1 
of 2) Å

(:44) Midsomer 
Murders “With Baited 
Breath: Part 2” Ten-
sions run high in 
Solomon Gorge. Å

(:31) The 
Goes 
Wrong 
Show

(:02) Sister Boniface 
Mysteries “Queen 
of the Kitchen” A TV 
cooking contestant 
dies.

Shakespeare and 
Hathaway -- Pri-
vate Investigators 
Trainspotting member 
approaches the duo.

All Creatures Great 
and Small on 
Masterpiece James 
returns facing a big 
decision. ’ Å

All Creatures Great 
and Small on 
Masterpiece James 
invites Helen to the 
spring dance.

All Creatures Great 
and Small on Mas-
terpiece “We Can 
But Hope” James and 
Helen argue. ’

	(32)	 WACY Pets.TV Wonder Paid Jeffress Outback Wildlife Rock- Ocean Grill’n Know The List Broad Kickin It: Byron The Good Doctor The Good Doctor Mod Mod Fam Fam

	(46)	 WTPX MacGyver Å MacGyver Å A Prince and Pauper Christmas ’ A Beauty & the Beast Christmas ’ A Cinderella Christmas (2016) ’ A Snow White Christmas (2018) ’ Dognapped

CW
	(14)	 WCWF

	(34)	 WYOW

(14)	Worship
(34)	Tomor-
row

(14)	Daily
(34)	In 
Touch

(14)	

Catholic 
Mass

(14)	Paid Pro-
gram
(34)	Key of David

(14)	Out-
door
(34)	Mass

(14)	Paid Prg.
(34)	Perry 
Stone

(14)	Paid 
Prg.
(34)	Mad Do

Paid Pro-
gram Å

(14)	Polka 
Polka
(34)	Mod Fam

(34)	Mod-
ern Fam-
ily “Fizbo”

(14)	Theft
(34)	Milo 
Christmas

(14)	Paid 
Program 
Å

(14)	Paid Prog.
(34)	Swan 
Princess

(14)	Paid 
Program 
Å

(14)	My Dad Is Scrooge 
(2014) Brian Cook, 
Laurie Campbell.

(34)	Highway Thru 
Hell

(14)	Paid 
Prog.
(34)	WOW

(14)	Paid 
Program 
Å

(14)	Sheldon
(34)	Fam. 
Guy

(14)	Sheldon
(34)	Fam. 
Guy
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SUNDAY EVENING DEC. 18
6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30

ABC
	(9)	 WAOW

	(2)	 WBAY

›››› The Sound of Music (1965, Musical) Julie Andrews, Christopher Plummer, Eleanor Parker. A governess weds an Austrian widower with seven children. ’ 
Å (DVS)

(9)	News 9 WAOW at 
10PM (N)
(2)	Action 2 News at 10 (N)

(9)	(:35) Entertainment 
Tonight (N) ’ Å
(2)	(:35) Cover 2

(2)	(:05) Entertain-
ment Tonight (N) 
’ Å

(9)	(:35) Weather Gone 
Viral “Weather Without 
Warning”

CBS
	(5)	 WFRV

	(7)	 WSAW

NFL Football Cincinnati 
Bengals at Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers.

60 Minutes (N) ’ Å When Christmas Was Young (2022, Romance) Karen David, Tyler Hilton, 
Meghan Heffern. Premiere. A music manager falls for a gifted singer-songwriter. 
’ Å

East New York “Court on the Street” An 
arrest goes viral. ’ Å

(5)	(:35) Local 5 News 
at 10:00
(7)	NewsChannel 7 at 10

(5)	(:05) Sports Xtra
(7)	(:05) Investi-
gate TV

(5)	(:35) Joel Osteen 
Ministries
(7)	(:35) SEAL Team ’

FOX
	(55)	 WZAW

	(11)	 WLUK

The Masked Singer “Masked Singer 
Seasonal Sing-A-Long Spectacular!” 
Christmas singalong. ’ Å (DVS)

The Simpsons 
Animated. Lisa gets 
called for jury duty. ’

(:31) The Great North 
“A Knife to Remember 
Adventure” ’

Bob’s Burgers Animat-
ed. The family’s lake 
trip takes a turn. ’

Family Guy “Brief 
Encounter” ’ Å 
(DVS)

(55)	Seinfeld “The Stranded”
(11)	Fox 11 News at 
Nine (N)

(55)	Seinfeld “The 
Statue” Jerry thinks a 
friend stole his statue.

(55)	The Goldbergs
(11)	Fox 11 News at 
10 (N)

(55)	Goldbergs
(11)	Sharyl Attkis-
son

(55)	American Housewife
(11)	(:05) The National 
Desk

(55)	American 
Housewife “Phone 
Free Day” ’

NBC
	(26)	 WGBA

	(12)	 WJFW

Football Night in America (N) ’ 
(Live) Å

(:15) NFL Football New York Giants at Washington Commanders. The Commanders come off their bye week to play the Giants for a second 
straight game. (N) ’ (Live) Å

(26)	News
(12)	Newswatch 12 
at 10pm

(26)	The Race
(12)	Outdoorsman 
International

(26)	Graham Bens-
inger
(12)	Funny You Ask

PBS
	(20)	 WHRM

	(36)	 WLEF

	(38)	 WPNE

All Creatures Great and Small on 
Masterpiece “Many Happy Returns” 
Tristan gets bad news. ’ Å

All Creatures Great and Small on 
Masterpiece “The Last Man In” James 
competes in a cricket match. ’ Å

All Creatures Great and Small on 
Masterpiece “Home Truths” Tristan 
learns a lesson. ’ Å

All Creatures Great and Small on 
Masterpiece “The Perfect Christmas” 
It’s Christmas in Darrowby. ’ Å

Antiques Roadshow “Extraordinary 
Finds” Behind-the-scenes with apprais-
ers. ’ Å

Austin City Limits “The War and 
Treaty; Ruthie Foster” Southern soul 
with The War and Treaty. ’ Å

	(32)	 WACY Family Feud ’ Two/Half Men The Swan Princess Christmas (2012) Voices of Jennifer Miller. Mom ’ Å Mom ’ Å The Simpsons Bob’s Burgers Bob’s Burgers S.W.A.T. Å
	(46)	 WTPX Dognapped: Hound 12 Pups of Christmas (2019) Charlotte Sullivan, Donny Boaz. ’ Å ›› A Golden Christmas (2009) Andrea Roth, Bruce Davison. ’ Å A Puppy for Christmas (2016) ’

CW
	(14)	 WCWF

	(34)	 WYOW

(14)	The Big Bang Theory 
’ Å
(34)	The Good Doctor ’ Å

(14)	The Big Bang 
Theory Sheldon pun-
ishes Leonard. ’ Å

Coroner “Blast to the Past” Jenny and 
Donovan set out to find Peggy. (N) ’

Coroner “Death Goes On” (Season 
Finale) Jenny and Peggy face one an-
other. (N) ’

(14)	WOW - Women
(34)	Liquidator

(34)	Chicago P.D. “Sac-
rifice” The team tracks 
drug robberies. ’

(14)	Truth of God (34)	WOW - Women 
Of Wrestling (N) ’

(14)	Extra (N) ’ Å (34)	Moviefone TV 
’ Å

WEEKDAYS MORNING / AFTERNOON DEC. 19
7 AM 7:30 8 AM 8:30 9 AM 9:30 10 AM 10:30 11 AM 11:30 12 PM 12:30 1 PM 1:30 2 PM 2:30 3 PM 3:30 4 PM 4:30 5 PM 5:30

ABC
	(9)	 WAOW

	(2)	 WBAY

Good Morning America (9)	Live
(2)	News

(2)	25 
Words or 
Less

The View (9)	News 
9
(2)	Inside

(9)	Drew 
Barrymore
(2)	Pawn

(9)	GMA3: 
What
(2)	News

(2)	Paid 
Program

General Hospital (9)	Tamron Hall
(2)	GMA3: What You 
Need to Know

Dr. Phil (9)	News at 4PM
(2)	Action 2 
News

(2)	Action 
2 News at 
4:30

(9)	News 
9
(2)	News

ABC 
World 
News

CBS
	(5)	 WFRV

	(7)	 WSAW

CBS Mornings (5)	Local 5
(7)	25 
Words

(7)	Varied 
Programs

The Price Is Right The Young and the 
Restless

(5)	News
(7)	NewsChan-
nel 7

Bold and 
the Beau-
tiful

The Talk Let’s Make a Deal (5)	Friends
(7)	Clark-
son

(5)	

Friends
(5)	Local 5 
News
(7)	Jdg Judy

(5)	Local 5 
News
(7)	Jdg Judy

(5)	News
(7)	NewsChan-
nel 7

CBS 
Evening 
News

FOX
	(55)	 WZAW

	(11)	 WLUK

(55)	Busi-
ness First
(11)	News

(55)	Ag-
Day

(55)	Dateline (55)	Rachael Ray
(11)	Live with Kelly 
and Ryan

(55)	The Jennifer Hudson 
Show
(11)	Fox 11 Living With Amy

(55)	Fam-
Feud
(11)	Rachael

(55)	Fam-
ily Feud

(55)	Blast
(11)	Varied

(55)	Daily 
Blast
(11)	Jdg Judy

(55)	Judge Mathis
(11)	The Jennifer 
Hudson Show

(55)	Hot Bench
(11)	Barrymore

(55)	Hot Bench
(11)	Barrymore

(55)	Judge
(11)	Peo. 
Court

(55)	Judge 
Judy

(55)	News
(11)	Jdg 
Judy

(55)	Fam-
Feud
(11)	Jdg Judy

(55)	Shel-
don
(11)	News

(55)	Shel-
don
(11)	Varied

NBC
	(26)	 WGBA

	(12)	 WJFW

Today Today 3rd Hour Today With Hoda & 
Jenna

(26)	
(12)	

(26)	List
(12)	Neigh-
borhood

NBC News Daily (26)	Date-
line
(12)	You Bet

(12)	Pic-
tionary

(26)	Tamron 
Hall
(12)	Pictionary

(12)	Funny 
You Ask

(26)	
(12)	

(12)	TMZ (26)	Fam-
Feud
(12)	Up North

(26)	Aft. 
Focus
(12)	Jeopardy

(26)	News
(12)	News

NBC 
Nightly 
News

PBS
	(20)	 WHRM

	(36)	 WLEF

	(38)	 WPNE

Hero 
Elemen-
tary

Alma’s 
Way

Curious 
George

Daniel 
Tiger’s 
Neigh-
borhood

Rosie’s 
Rules

Donkey 
Hodie

Sesame 
Street

Pinkali-
cious & 
Peterrific

Dinosaur 
Train

Elinor 
Wonders 
Why

Sesame 
Street

Rosie’s 
Rules

Ask 
This Old 
House

Ameri-
ca’s Test 
Kitchen 
From 
Cook

Downton Abbey on Master-
piece

Rick 
Steves’ 
Europe

Odd 
Squad

Arthur Molly of 
Denali

BBC 
World 
News 
America

	(32)	 WACY Judge Relative Divorce Divorce Wom Grill’n iCRIME iCRIME The First 48 Dateline Chicago Fire Sherri TMZ Live Mod Mod Gold Gold

	(46)	 WTPX Varied Programs

CW
	(14)	 WCWF

	(34)	 WYOW

(14)	Na-
tional
(34)	Divor.

(34)	Caught 
in Provi-
dence

(14)	

Weather
(34)	M’ry

(14)	Paid 
Program

(14)	Court
(34)	S. 
Wilkos

(14)	

Couples 
Court

(14)	Hot 
Bench
(34)	Karamo

(14)	Hot 
Bench

(14)	Pater-
nity
(34)	M’ry

(14)	Pa-
ternity 
Court

(14)	Law & 
Order: SVU
(34)	XTRA

(34)	Ac-
cess Hol-
lywood

(14)	Judge Jerry
(34)	Sherri

(14)	Judge Mathis
(34)	Judge Jerry

(14)	Piction-
ary
(34)	Karamo

(14)	You 
Bet Your 
Life

(14)	Jeopardy
(34)	Steve 
Wilkos

(14)	Funny 
You Ask

(14)	You 
Bet
(34)	Judge

(14)	Shel-
don
(34)	Judge

MONDAY EVENING DEC. 19
6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30

ABC
	(9)	 WAOW

	(2)	 WBAY

(9)	News 9 WAOW at 
6PM (N)
(2)	Action 2 News at Six (N)

(9)	Entertainment 
Tonight (N) ’ Å

NFL Football Los Angeles Rams at Green Bay Packers. The Rams and Packers continue difficult campaigns with a Week 
15 game in Wisconsin. (N) ’ (Live) Å

(9)	News 9 WAOW at 
10PM (N)
(2)	Action 2 News at 10 (N)

(:35) Jimmy Kimmel Live! ’ Å (:37) Nightline 
(N) Å

CBS
	(5)	 WFRV

	(7)	 WSAW

(5)	Local 5 News at 6:00
(7)	(5:59) NewsChan-
nel 7 at 6

(5)	Local 5 News at 6:30 
(N) Å
(7)	Inside Edition (N) ’ Å

The Neighborhood 
Dave starts research-
ing his genealogy. ’

Bob Hearts Abisho-
la Bob and Abishola 
land in Lagos.

NCIS “Face the Strange” A body sud-
denly explodes. ’ Å (DVS)

NCIS: Hawai’i “Impostor” A cold case 
involving WWII-era bones. ’ Å (DVS)

(5)	Local 5 News at 
10:00 (N)
(7)	NewsChannel 7 at 10 (N)

(:35) The Late Show With Stephen 
Colbert (N) ’ Å

(:37) The Late Late 
Show With James 
Corden (N) ’ Å

FOX
	(55)	 WZAW

	(11)	 WLUK

(55)	The Big Bang 
Theory ’ Å
(11)	Jeopardy! (N) ’ Å

(55)	The Big Bang 
Theory Å
(11)	Wheel of Fortune (N) Å

LEGO Masters “Celebrity Holiday Bricktacular: Soaring 
Snowmobiles” The teams build aerodynamic snowmo-
biles. (N) ’ Å (DVS)

9-1-1 “The Devil You Know” Athena 
cares for her ailing father. ’ Å (DVS)

(55)	NewsChannel 7 at 9pm (N)
(11)	Fox 11 News at Nine 
(N) (Live)

(55)	Seinfeld “The Heart 
Attack” George thinks 
he has heart attack.

(55)	Seinfeld “The Money” Å
(11)	Fox 11 News at 
10 (N) Å

(55)	Last Man 
Standing Å
(11)	(:35) Seinfeld Å

(55)	Last Man Standing Å
(11)	(:07) The King of 
Queens Å

(55)	The Goldbergs ’
(11)	(:35) The King of 
Queens ’

NBC
	(26)	 WGBA

	(12)	 WJFW

(26)	NBC26 News at 6pm 
(N) Å
(12)	Newswatch 12 at 6 (N) Å

(26)	Family Feud
(12)	Wheel of Fortune 
“Weekend Getaways” (N)

››› Shrek 2 (2004, Children’s) Voices of Mike Myers, Eddie Murphy, Cameron 
Diaz. Animated. A green ogre must meet his wife’s parents. ’

The Wheel “The Wheel: Premiere” (Se-
ries Premiere) Christina Ricci, Todrick 
Hall and more. (N) ’ Å

(26)	NBC26 News at 10pm (N)
(12)	Newswatch 12 at 
10pm (N)

(26)	(:34) The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon 
(N) ’ Å
(12)	(:34) The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon ’ Å

(:37) Late Night 
With Seth Meyers 
’ Å

PBS
	(20)	 WHRM

	(36)	 WLEF

	(38)	 WPNE

PBS NewsHour (N) ’ Å Antiques Roadshow “Naughty or Nice” 
Highlights from past seasons. ’ Å

Mary Berry’s Ultimate Christmas 
Mary Berry prepares a Christmas feast. 
(N) ’ Å

Nancy Zieman: Extraordinary Grace 
The life of Nancy Zieman. ’ Å

(:01) Independent Lens “We Believe in Dinosaurs” The 
building of a Noah’s Ark. ’ Å (DVS)

Wisconsin Life 
“Ice Age Trail Alli-
ance” ’ Å

	(32)	 WACY Family Feud ’ Two/Half Men Dateline “Bad Blood” ’ Å Chicago P.D. “300,000 Likes” ’ My News at 9 NBC 26 Tonight Two/Half Men Am Housewife Am Housewife Mom ’ Å
	(46)	 WTPX Criminal Minds “Fate” ’ Criminal Minds “Amelia Porter” ’ Criminal Minds ’ Å (DVS) Criminal Minds “Anonymous” ’ Criminal Minds ’ Å (DVS) Criminal Minds “Hero Worship” ’

CW
	(14)	 WCWF

	(34)	 WYOW

(14)	The Big Bang Theory 
’ Å
(34)	Divorce Court (N) ’ Å

(14)	The Big Bang 
Theory ’ Å
(34)	Divorce Court ’ Å

Greatest Holiday Commercials Count-
down 2022 The world’s best holiday 
commercials. ’ Å

World’s Funniest Animals: Christmas 
Cutest animals of the season. ’ Å

(14)	Last Man Stand-
ing Å
(34)	The Liquidator Å

(14)	Seinfeld “The Money”
(34)	Chicago P.D. 
“300,000 Likes”

(14)	The National 
Desk (N) (Live)

(14)	The National Desk 
(N) (Live)
(34)	black-ish ’ Å (DVS)

(14)	Last Man Stand-
ing Å
(34)	black-ish Å (DVS)

(14)	Young Shel-
don ’
(34)	Family Guy ’
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TUESDAY EVENING DEC. 20
6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30

ABC
	(9)	 WAOW

	(2)	 WBAY

(9)	News 9 WAOW at 
6PM (N)
(2)	Action 2 News at Six (N)

(9)	News 9 Pack Attack
(2)	Entertainment To-
night (N) ’

Santa Claus Is Comin’ to Town 
Animated. The voice of Fred Astaire. 
Animated. ’

Disney Prep & 
Landing ’ Å

Prep & Land-
ing: Naughty vs. 
Nice ’

America’s Funniest Home Videos ’ 
Å (DVS)

(9)	News 9 WAOW at 
10PM (N)
(2)	Action 2 News at 10 (N)

(:35) Jimmy Kimmel Live! ’ Å (:37) Nightline 
(N) Å

CBS
	(5)	 WFRV

	(7)	 WSAW

(5)	Local 5 News at 6:00
(7)	(5:59) NewsChan-
nel 7 at 6

(5)	Locker Room 
(N)
(7)	Locker Room

Mariah Carey: Merry Christmas to All! The singer performs her holiday hits. 
(N) ’ Å

Ghosts “The Christmas Spirit, Part One; 
The ChristmasSpirit, Part Two” Saman-
tha plays matchmaker. ’ Å

(5)	Local 5 News at 
10:00 (N)
(7)	NewsChannel 7 at 10 (N)

(:35) The Late Show With Stephen 
Colbert (N) ’ Å

(:37) The Late Late 
Show With James 
Corden (N) ’ Å

FOX
	(55)	 WZAW

	(11)	 WLUK

(55)	The Big Bang 
Theory ’ Å
(11)	Jeopardy! (N) ’ Å

(55)	The Big Bang 
Theory Å
(11)	Wheel of Fortune (N) Å

LEGO Masters “Celebrity Holiday Brick-
tacular: Sleigh It!” The teams must build 
Santa a new sleigh. (N) ’ Å (DVS)

The Resident “One Bullet” Ian faces a 
mandatory drug test. ’ Å (DVS)

(55)	NewsChannel 7 at 9pm (N)
(11)	Fox 11 News at Nine 
(N) (Live)

(55)	Seinfeld George 
seeks revenge on 
his ex-boss. ’ Å

(55)	Seinfeld “The Van 
Buren Boys”
(11)	Fox 11 News at 10 (N)

(55)	Last Man 
Standing Å
(11)	(:35) Seinfeld Å

(55)	Last Man Standing Å
(11)	(:07) The King of 
Queens Å

(55)	The Goldbergs ’
(11)	(:35) The King of 
Queens ’

NBC
	(26)	 WGBA

	(12)	 WJFW

(26)	NBC26 News at 6pm 
(N) Å
(12)	Newswatch 12 at 6 (N) Å

(26)	Packers Live
(12)	Wheel of Fortune 
“Weekend Getaways”

›› Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch (2018, Children’s) Voices of Benedict Cumberbatch, 
Cameron Seely, Rashida Jones. Animated. The Grinch plans to steal Christmas 
from Whoville. ’ Å

The Wheel “Boats, Soaps & Wrestling 
Ropes” Vivica A. Fox, Mike The Miz and 
more. (N) ’ Å

(26)	NBC26 News at 10pm (N)
(12)	Newswatch 12 at 
10pm (N)

(:34) The Tonight Show Starring 
Jimmy Fallon ’ Å

(:37) Late Night 
With Seth Meyers 
’ Å

PBS
	(20)	 WHRM

	(36)	 WLEF

	(38)	 WPNE

PBS NewsHour (N) ’ Å Christmas in New York: Inside the 
Plaza New York’s Plaza Hotel.

O Holy Night: Christmas With the 
Tabernacle Choir Songs and stories of 
Christmas. ’ Å

Mary Berry’s Ultimate Christmas Mary 
Berry prepares a Christmas feast. ’ Å

Ella Wishes You a Swinging Christ-
mas With Vanessa Williams Holiday 
classics. ’ Å

NOVA “Rebuilding Notre Dame” Re-
storing Notre Dame Cathedral. (N) ’ 
Å (DVS)

	(32)	 WACY Family Feud ’ Two/Half Men Dateline “Death in the Driveway” Chicago P.D. ’ Å (DVS) My News at 9 NBC 26 Tonight Two/Half Men Am Housewife Am Housewife Mom ’ Å
	(46)	 WTPX Chicago Fire “Dead Zone” ’ Chicago Fire “Whom Shall I Fear?” Chicago Fire ’ Å (DVS) Chicago Fire “Back With a Bang” Chicago Fire “Fog of War” ’ Chicago Fire “Show of Force” ’

CW
	(14)	 WCWF

	(34)	 WYOW

(14)	The Big Bang 
Theory ’ Å
(34)	Divorce Court ’ Å

(14)	The Big Bang 
Theory ’ Å
(34)	Divorce Court ’ Å

The Winchesters “Teach Your Children 
Well” John has a new interest in hunt-
ing. ’ Å

Professionals “Swan Song” (Season 
Finale) Peter and Vincent must stop the 
launch. (N) ’

(14)	Last Man Stand-
ing Å
(34)	The Liquidator Å

(14)	Seinfeld Å
(34)	Chicago P.D. 
Å (DVS)

(14)	The National 
Desk (N) (Live)

(14)	The National Desk 
(N) (Live)
(34)	black-ish ’ Å (DVS)

(14)	Last Man Stand-
ing Å
(34)	black-ish Å (DVS)

(14)	Young Shel-
don ’
(34)	Family Guy ’

WEDNESDAY EVENING DEC. 21
6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30

ABC
	(9)	 WAOW

	(2)	 WBAY

(9)	News 9 WAOW at 
6PM (N)
(2)	Action 2 News at Six (N)

(9)	Packers Live
(2)	Entertainment 
Tonight (N) ’ Å

The Conners Dan 
meets his in-laws. 
’ Å (DVS)

The Goldbergs The 
JTP host their first 
holiday party. ’

Abbott Elementary 
Melissa invites Ja-
nine to her house. ’

(:31) Abbott Elementary 
Janine goes to a hookah 
club. ’

The $100,000 Pyramid “Jason Alexander vs. 
Bobby Moynihan and Rosie O’Donnell vs. Pete 
Holmes” Jason Alexander; Bobby Moynihan.

(9)	News 9 WAOW at 
10PM (N)
(2)	Action 2 News at 10 (N)

(:35) Jimmy Kimmel Live! ’ Å (:37) Nightline 
(N) Å

CBS
	(5)	 WFRV

	(7)	 WSAW

(5)	Local 5 News at 6:00
(7)	(5:59) NewsChan-
nel 7 at 6

(5)	Green Bay Nation (N)
(7)	Inside Edition 
(N) ’ Å

The Price Is Right at Night Drew Carey 
hosts a holiday special. ’ Å

Homeward Bound: A Grammy Salute to the Songs of Paul Simon Honoring 
Paul Simon. (N) ’ Å

(5)	Local 5 News at 
10:00 (N)
(7)	NewsChannel 7 at 10 (N)

(:35) The Late Show With Stephen 
Colbert (N) ’ Å

(:37) The Late Late 
Show With James 
Corden (N) ’ Å

FOX
	(55)	 WZAW

	(11)	 WLUK

(55)	The Big Bang 
Theory ’ Å
(11)	Jeopardy! (N) ’ Å

(55)	The Big Bang 
Theory Å
(11)	Wheel of Fortune (N) Å

LEGO Masters “Celebrity Holiday Bricktacular: Finale” (Season Finale) One team 
wins $20,000 for charity. (N) ’ Å (DVS)

(55)	NewsChannel 7 at 9pm (N)
(11)	Fox 11 News at Nine 
(N) (Live)

(55)	Seinfeld “The 
Deal” Intimacy without 
commitment. ’ Å

(55)	Seinfeld “The Susie” Å
(11)	Fox 11 News at 
10 (N) Å

(55)	Last Man 
Standing Å
(11)	(:35) Seinfeld Å

(55)	Last Man Standing Å
(11)	(:07) The King of 
Queens Å

(55)	The Goldbergs ’
(11)	(:35) The King of 
Queens ’

NBC
	(26)	 WGBA

	(12)	 WJFW

(26)	NBC26 News at 6pm 
(N) Å
(12)	Newswatch 12 at 6 (N) Å

(26)	Total Packers-
Matt LaFleur
(12)	Wheel of Fortune

Dolly Parton’s Mountain Magic Christmas (2022, Musical) Dolly Parton, Tom 
Everett Scott, Ana Gasteyer. Dolly Parton stars in a holiday musical with special 
guests. ’ (DVS)

The Wheel “Déjà Vu & Eyes of Blue” 
Tori Spelling, Ricki Lake and more. 
(N) ’ Å

(26)	NBC26 News at 10pm (N)
(12)	Newswatch 12 at 
10pm (N)

(:34) The Tonight Show Starring 
Jimmy Fallon ’ Å

(:37) Late Night 
With Seth Meyers 
’ Å

PBS
	(20)	 WHRM

	(36)	 WLEF

	(38)	 WPNE

PBS NewsHour (N) ’ Å The Letter: A Message for Our Earth The pope addresses 
environmental crisis. (N) ’ Å

Wisconsin Life 
“Ice Age Trail Alli-
ance” ’ Å

American Experience “The Man Who 
Tried to Feed the World” Nobel Peace 
Prize-winner Norman Borlaug. ’ Å 
(DVS)

Repeat the Sounding Joy: A Concor-
dia Christmas A festive collection of 
music. ’ Å

Finding Your Roots With Henry Louis 
Gates, Jr. “The New World” John Lith-
gow; journalist Maria Hinojosa. ’ Å

	(32)	 WACY Family Feud ’ Two/Half Men Dateline “Toxic Relations” Å Chicago P.D. ’ Å (DVS) My News at 9 NBC 26 Tonight Two/Half Men Am Housewife Am Housewife Mom ’ Å
	(46)	 WTPX NCIS A mysterious illness. ’ NCIS “House Rules” ’ NCIS Ducky is attacked. ’ NCIS “The Tie That Binds” ’ NCIS A senator’s son is injured. ’ NCIS “What Child Is This?” ’

CW
	(14)	 WCWF

	(34)	 WYOW

(14)	The Big Bang 
Theory ’ Å
(34)	Divorce Court ’ Å

(14)	The Big Bang 
Theory ’ Å
(34)	Divorce Court ’ Å

Beebo Saves Christmas Beebo and 
friends go to the North Pole. ’ Å

World’s Funniest Ani-
mals Pilfering pooches; 
shaking shepherds. ’

World’s Funniest 
Animals Elephants; 
dogs; a pair of cats. ’

(14)	Last Man Stand-
ing Å
(34)	The Liquidator Å

(14)	Seinfeld Å
(34)	Chicago P.D. 
Å (DVS)

(14)	The National 
Desk (N) (Live)

(14)	The National Desk 
(N) (Live)
(34)	black-ish ’ Å (DVS)

(14)	Last Man Stand-
ing Å
(34)	black-ish Å (DVS)

(14)	Young Sheldon ’
(34)	Family Guy ’ 
(Part 1 of 2)

THURSDAY EVENING DEC. 22
6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30

ABC
	(9)	 WAOW

	(2)	 WBAY

(9)	News 9 WAOW at 
6PM (N)
(2)	Action 2 News at Six (N)

Entertainment To-
night (N) ’ Å

Celebrity Wheel of Fortune “Sasheer Za-
mata, Jack Black and Kal Penn” Jack Black, 
Kal Penn and Sasheer Zamata. ’ Å (DVS)

Press Your Luck “Press Your Luck’s 
Holiday Extravaganza” Three new con-
testants compete. ’ Å (DVS)

Alaska Daily “Pilot” Eileen joins a news-
paper in Alaska. ’ Å (DVS)

(9)	News 9 WAOW at 
10PM (N)
(2)	Action 2 News at 10 (N)

(:35) Jimmy Kimmel Live! ’ Å (:37) Nightline 
(N) Å

CBS
	(5)	 WFRV

	(7)	 WSAW

(5)	Local 5 News at 6:00
(7)	(5:59) NewsChan-
nel 7 at 6

(5)	Local 5 News at 6:30 
(N) Å
(7)	Inside Edition (N) ’ Å

Young Sheldon 
Mary struggles with-
out the church. ’

Ghosts ’ Å Ghosts ’ Å Ghosts ’ Å Ghosts ’ Å Ghosts ’ Å (5)	Local 5 News at 
10:00 (N)
(7)	NewsChannel 7 at 10 (N)

(:35) The Late Show With Stephen 
Colbert (N) ’ Å

(:37) The Late Late 
Show With James 
Corden (N) ’ Å

FOX
	(55)	 WZAW

	(11)	 WLUK

(55)	The Big Bang 
Theory ’ Å
(11)	Jeopardy! (N) ’ Å

(55)	The Big Bang 
Theory Å
(11)	Wheel of Fortune (N) Å

Hell’s Kitchen “Til Chef Do Us Part” 
The chefs create a wedding menu. ’ 
Å (DVS)

(:02) Welcome to Flatch 
A major heatwave leads 
to a blackout. ’

Call Me Kat Max 
finally sells a song. 
’ Å (DVS)

(55)	NewsChannel 7 at 9pm (N)
(11)	Fox 11 News at Nine 
(N) (Live)

(55)	Seinfeld “The 
Note” Dentist accused 
of insurance fraud. ’

(55)	Seinfeld “The Pothole” Å
(11)	Fox 11 News at 10 (N) Å

(55)	Last Man 
Standing Å
(11)	(:35) Seinfeld Å

(55)	Last Man Standing Å
(11)	(:07) The King of 
Queens Å

(55)	The Goldbergs ’
(11)	(:35) The King of 
Queens ’

NBC
	(26)	 WGBA

	(12)	 WJFW

(26)	NBC26 News at 6pm 
(N) Å
(12)	Newswatch 12 at 6 (N) Å

(26)	Family Feud
(12)	Wheel of Fortune 
“Weekend Getaways” (N)

Saturday Night Live “A Saturday Night Live Christmas Special” Popular Christ-
mas-themed sketches. ’ Å

The Wheel “Divas & Derbies” Buddy 
Valastro, Sheila E. and more. (N) ’ Å

(26)	NBC26 News at 10pm (N)
(12)	Newswatch 12 at 
10pm (N)

(:34) The Tonight Show Starring 
Jimmy Fallon ’ Å

(:37) Late Night 
With Seth Meyers 
’ Å

PBS
	(20)	 WHRM

	(36)	 WLEF

	(38)	 WPNE

PBS NewsHour (N) ’ Å Wisconsin Life 
“Pine View Wildlife 
Rehabilitation & 
Education Center” 
’ Å

Around the Cor-
ner with John Mc-
Givern “Mequon & 
Thiensville” ’ Å

Buttons: A Christmas Tale (2018, Musical) Narrated by 
Robert Redford, Narrated by Kate Winslet, Dick Van Dyke. 
Two orphan girls discover miracles really can happen.

(:35) The Goes 
Wrong Show The 
team stages the 
nativity story.

(:06) Lucy Worsley’s 12 Days of Tu-
dor Christmas Tudor origins of Christ-
mas traditions. ’ Å

(:03) A St. Thomas Christmas: Bloom 
Eternal Celebrating Advent and Christ-
mas season. ’ Å

	(32)	 WACY Family Feud ’ Two/Half Men Dateline ’ Å Chicago P.D. ’ Å (DVS) My News at 9 NBC 26 Tonight Two/Half Men Am Housewife Am Housewife Mom ’ Å
	(46)	 WTPX Chicago P.D. “Blood Relation” ’ Chicago P.D. “Gone” ’ Chicago P.D. “Closer” ’ Chicago P.D. “Adrift” ’ Chicago P.D. “Memory” ’ Chicago P.D. “House of Cards” ’

CW
	(14)	 WCWF

	(34)	 WYOW

(14)	The Big Bang 
Theory ’ Å
(34)	Divorce Court ’ Å

(14)	The Big Bang 
Theory ’ Å
(34)	Divorce Court ’ Å

iHeartRadio Jingle Ball 2022 The annual concert event. 
’ Å

Whose Line Is It 
Anyway? “Padma 
Lakshmi 2” ’ Å

(14)	Last Man Stand-
ing Å
(34)	The Liquidator Å

(14)	Seinfeld Å
(34)	Chicago P.D. 
Å (DVS)

(14)	The National 
Desk (N) (Live)

(14)	The National Desk 
(N) (Live)
(34)	black-ish ’ Å (DVS)

(14)	Last Man Stand-
ing “Elfie”
(34)	black-ish “Purple Rain”

(14)	Young Sheldon ’
(34)	Family Guy ’ 
(Part 2 of 2)
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FRIDAY EVENING DEC. 23
6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30

ABC
	(9)	 WAOW

	(2)	 WBAY

(9)	News 9 WAOW at 
6PM (N)
(2)	Action 2 News at Six (N)

Entertainment To-
night (N) ’ Å

Mickey Saves 
Christmas ’

Olaf’s Frozen Adventure 
(2017) Voices of Josh 
Gad. ’

(:01) 20/20 ’ Å (9)	News 9 WAOW at 
10PM (N)
(2)	Action 2 News at 10 (N)

(:35) Jimmy Kimmel Live! ’ Å (:37) Nightline 
(N) Å

CBS
	(5)	 WFRV

	(7)	 WSAW

(5)	Local 5 News at 6:00
(7)	(5:59) NewsChan-
nel 7 at 6

(5)	Local 5 News at 6:30 
(N) Å
(7)	Inside Edition (N) ’ Å

The 24th Annual a Home for the Holi-
days at the Grove Inspirational stories 
of adoption. (N) ’ Å

Christmas Takes Flight (2021, Romance-Comedy) Katie Lowes, Evan Williams, 
Andrew Airlie. A pilot starts falling for her airline’s new CEO. ’ Å

(5)	Local 5 News at 
10:00 (N)
(7)	NewsChannel 7 at 10 (N)

(:35) The Late Show With Stephen 
Colbert (N) ’ Å

(:37) The Late Late 
Show With James 
Corden ’ Å

FOX
	(55)	 WZAW

	(11)	 WLUK

(55)	The Big Bang 
Theory ’ Å
(11)	Jeopardy! (N) ’ Å

(55)	The Big Bang 
Theory Å
(11)	Wheel of Fortune (N) Å

WWE Friday Night SmackDown (N) ’ (Live) (55)	NewsChannel 7 at 9pm (N)
(11)	Fox 11 News at Nine 
(N) (Live)

(55)	Seinfeld “The Strike” 
George’s father invents 
a new holiday. ’

(55)	Seinfeld “The English 
Patient”
(11)	Fox 11 News at 10 (N)

(55)	Last Man 
Standing Å
(11)	(:35) Seinfeld Å

(55)	Last Man Standing Å
(11)	(:07) The King of 
Queens Å

(55)	The Goldbergs Å
(11)	(:35) The King of 
Queens Å

NBC
	(26)	 WGBA

	(12)	 WJFW

(26)	NBC26 News at 6pm 
(N) Å
(12)	Newswatch 12 at 6 (N) Å

(26)	Family Feud
(12)	Wheel of Fortune 
“Weekend Getaways” (N)

How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas!

5 More Sleeps ’til 
Christmas ’ Å

Dateline NBC (N) ’ Å The Wheel “Fish n’ Chips & Gold Medal 
Flips” Tom Bergeron, Kyla Pratt and 
more. (N) ’ Å

(26)	NBC26 News at 10pm (N)
(12)	Newswatch 12 at 
10pm (N)

(:34) The Tonight Show Starring 
Jimmy Fallon ’ Å

(:37) Late Night 
With Seth Meyers 
’ Å

PBS
	(20)	 WHRM

	(36)	 WLEF

	(38)	 WPNE

PBS NewsHour (N) ’ Å Washington Week 
(N) ’ Å

Tell Me More With 
Kelly Corrigan 
“Katie Couric” Jour-
nalist Katie Couric. 
’ Å

Broadchurch Hardy and Ellie uncover 
the truth.

The St. Olaf Christmas Festival: Love 
Divine Festive music for the holiday 
season. ’ Å

Celebrate & Sing! Glory to the New-
born King! A choir performs holiday 
music. ’ Å

Christmas on the 
Danube Austria, 
Hungary, and Swit-
zerland. ’ Å

The Magic of 
Christmas in 
Alsace Christmas 
markets in France. 
’ Å

	(32)	 WACY Family Feud ’ Two/Half Men Dateline “The Black Box” Å Chicago P.D. “You Wish” ’ My News at 9 NBC 26 Tonight Two/Half Men Am Housewife Am Housewife Mom ’ Å
	(46)	 WTPX Hawaii Five-0 “Kupale” ’ Å Hawaii Five-0 “Lekio” ’ Å Hawaii Five-0 “Kalele” ’ Å Hawaii Five-0 “Ha’alele” ’ Å Hawaii Five-0 “Pa Make Loa” ’ Hawaii Five-0 “Ua Hopu” ’ Å

CW
	(14)	 WCWF

	(34)	 WYOW

(14)	The Big Bang 
Theory ’ Å
(34)	Divorce Court ’ Å

(14)	The Big Bang 
Theory ’ Å
(34)	Divorce Court ’ Å

Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer 
Animated. Grandma goes missing. ’ Å

Masters of Illusion: Christmas Magic 
2022 Magicians perform holiday magic. 
’ Å

(14)	Last Man Stand-
ing Å
(34)	The Liquidator Å

(14)	Seinfeld “The English 
Patient”
(34)	Chicago P.D. “You Wish”

(14)	The National 
Desk (N) (Live)

(14)	The National Desk 
(N) (Live)
(34)	black-ish “Good Grief” ’

(14)	Last Man Stand-
ing Å
(34)	black-ish Å (DVS)

(14)	Young Shel-
don ’
(34)	Family Guy ’

No injuries reported after 
house fire near Shawano

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

No injuries were reported follow-
ing a second-story house fire on state 
Highway 47-55 in the Town of Wescott 
in the early hours of Dec. 7.

“Shawano Area Fire Department 
was paged roughly around 7 a.m. 
for a structure fire with fire coming 
through the roof,” said Shawano Area 
Fire Department Fire Chief Shawn 
Borlace.

Borlace said that fire was on the 
second floor of the house and pro-
duced heavy flames and smoke. When 
arriving, Borlace said basic protocol 
was followed, with 24 firefighters 
arriving on scene. He said one man 
who lived in the house was given as-
sistance from Shawano Red Cross but 

did not experience any major injuries. 
He added that fire crews had the fire 
under control about an hour and half 
after arriving, but they were on scene 
for about four hours to run the inves-
tigation.

“We confirmed that everyone was 
out of the house, and we did an of-
fensive attack to knock the fire down,” 
said Borlace. “We checked for any fire 
extension on the adjacent floors and 
went from there.”

He added that the cause of fire is 
undetermined and under investigation, 
but ruled out any criminal activity.

“There was no foul play,” said 
Borlace. “We did a routine investiga-
tion — there was major damage to the 
house.”

lreimer@newmedia-wi.com
The upper portion of the home at N6487 State Highway 47-55 has major damage after a fire broke out 
in the early morning hours of Dec. 7. � GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

W H AT ’S  H A P P E N I N G
FRIDAY, DEC. 16

KESHENA: Winter Farmers Market, 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m., College of Menominee Na-
tion Cultural Building, N172 State Highway 
47-55.

OCONTO: Christmas Party, 7 p.m., 
Park Avenue Theatre, 408 Park Ave. 
Hosted by Machickanee Players.

BOWLER: Marie Osmond in concert, 8 
p.m., Mohican North Star Casino, W12180 
County Road A. northstarcasino.com

SATURDAY, DEC. 17
SHAWANO: Crafty Boutique Gift 

Shop, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Senior Center, 225 
S. Main St.

OCONTO: Auditions for “War of the 

Worlds,” 10 a.m., Park Avenue Theatre, 
408 Park Ave. Machickanee Players 
production.

OCONTO: Machickanee Players Stage 
Acting Workshop, noon, Park Avenue 
Theatre, 408 Park Ave.

WITTENBERG: Ho-Chunk Gaming 
Job Fair, noon to 6 p.m., Ho-Chunk Gaming 
Wittenberg, N7198 U.S. Highway 45. Im-
mediate openings for full-time positions.

SHAWANO: Bridge the Gap Holiday 
Extravaganza, 1-3 p.m., Shawano County 
Park Pavilion, W5791 Lake Drive. Basket 
raffles, kids’ games, 50/50 raffle, cookie 
stroll, visit with Santa and live holiday 
music by Back When.

GRESHAM: Visit with Santa, 1-2 p.m., 

Legion Hall, 951 Main St.
SHAWANO: Christmas Party, 5-9 p.m., 

Shawano Recovery, 710 E. Green Bay St. 
Pictures with Santa, guest speaker, 50/50 
raffle.

ABRAMS: Machickanee in the Moon-
light, 5:30-8 p.m., BlackBerry Ramble 
Trail, 6625 Timberline Road. Hike or ski 
depending on the snow, with warming/
cooking fires and trivia and fellowship at 
the trailhead.

SHAWANO: Open Skating with 
Shawano Hockey, 6:30-8 p.m., Crawford 
Center, 225 S. Waukechon St.

SUNDAY, DEC. 18
SHAWANO: Learn to Skate with Sha-

wano Hockey, 4-7 p.m., Crawford Center, 
225 S. Waukechon St. Learn to skate 4-5 
p.m., open skate 5:30-7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 21
NAVARINO: Story time at Navarino, 

10-11:30 a.m., Navarino Nature Center, 
N5646 Lindsten Road. Holiday Fun stories, 
crafts, sensory items, outside fun and a 
snack related to the topic. $3 per child; 
RSVP 715-758-6999,

GILLETT: Advent Service, 6 p.m., Tabor 
United Methodist Church, 120 W. Main St.

SATURDAY, DEC. 24
GILLETT: Christmas Eve service, 4 

p.m., Tabor United Methodist Church, 120 
W. Main St.
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O P I N I O N
YO U R  R I G H T  TO  K N OW

Prehn records fight seeks accountability
More than a year and a half 

after the expiration of his term, 
Dr. Frederick Prehn continues 
to occupy a seat on the Natural 
Resources Board, which sets policy 
for the state Department of Natural 
Resources. His refusal to step down 
has allowed him to cast the decid-
ing vote in key decisions related to 
wildlife management, PFAS water 
quality standards, and land acquisi-
tion, with other important issues on 
the horizon.

On Nov. 16, my organization, 
Midwest Environmental Advocates 
(MEA), asked a Dane County cir-
cuit court judge to rule that Prehn 
violated Wisconsin’s open records 
law when he failed to turn over 
dozens of text messages related to 
his refusal to step down. Those text 
messages recently came to light 
because of our ongoing lawsuit 
against him.

The open records law is a criti-
cal tool for holding the government 
accountable to the people it pur-
ports to represent. Under the law, 

Prehn should 
have turned 
over the text 
messages in 
question more 
than a year ago, 
in response to 
MEA’s records 
request.

Instead, he 
has relied on 
the three D’s 

— denial, delay and deflection — 
to avoid complying with the law. 
These tactics have led to unneces-
sary and costly litigation and de-
prived Wisconsinites of their right 
to information about the actions 
and inactions of public officials.

In response to our June 2021 
records request, Prehn denied that 
he possessed any relevant text mes-
sages. When a separate records re-
quest sent to another public official 
turned up a text he had sent about 
his tenure on the board, MEA filed 
a lawsuit to compel full disclosure.

Prehn asked the court to dismiss 

the case, arguing that he was not 
a government authority and that 
communications related to his deci-
sion to remain on the board were 
not subject to the records law.

When those arguments were 
rejected by the court and our law-
suit was allowed to proceed, MEA 
negotiated an agreement to give 
third-party forensic investigators 
access to Prehn’s cellphone and 
set a timeline for complying with 
MEA’s records request. Prehn’s 
side failed to comply by the agreed-
upon deadline.

Although Prehn has still not fully 
complied with our request, we re-
ceived dozens of text messages that 
were previously withheld. They 
contradict his claims that his deci-
sion to stay on was not politically 
motivated.

Six months before his term end-
ed, Prehn exchanged text messages 
with former Gov. Scott Walker in 
which Walker told Prehn to remain 
on the board. In another text, Prehn 
told a lobbyist he would “see if I 

can hang on till Becky gets in,” an 
apparent reference to holding his 
seat until former Lt. Gov. Rebecca 
Kleefisch was elected governor. She 
lost in the Republican primary.

Prehn has questioned MEA’s 
motivation for requesting these re-
cords. Our interest lies in ensuring 
government transparency in envi-
ronmental decision making, but our 
reason for requesting the records 
is beside the point. Under the open 
records law, a requester’s reasons, 
real or perceived, for wanting re-
cords has no bearing on an official’s 
duty to provide them.

A decision in this case is expect-
ed soon. Let’s hope the court takes 
this opportunity to send a strong 
message that officials who violate 
the open records law will be held 
accountable.

Adam Voskuil is a staff attorney at Midwest Environ-
mental Advocates, a public interest law firm. Your 
Right to Know is a monthly column distributed by 

the Wisconsin Freedom of Information Council (wis-
foic.org), a group dedicated to open government.

ADAM VOSKUIL

G U E ST  CO L U M N

Big tech uses journalism, should pay for it
The powers that Google and 

Facebook have over economic and 
political power in society — espe-
cially over the news industry — has 
caught the attention of lawmakers 
in Washington, D.C. After a close 
election and many worries over the 
quality of public debate, many ask 
if social media have played a role in 
the misinformation that erodes our 
free press and plagues our democ-
racy.

Nowhere is this power more 
daunting than in the social media 
giants’ use of news organizations’ 
reporting, which the platforms use 
without compensation to journal-
ists. Google and Facebook have a 
duopoly of the distribution of digi-
tal news content, which drives peo-
ple to the social media platforms 
where the owners make money. 
The platforms hoard critical data 
and use clever tactics, like refram-

ing stories in 
rich previews, 
to keep users 
on their sites 
— siphoning off 
the advertising 
revenue that 
small and local 
publishers need.

Every hour 
that goes by, 
Google and 

Facebook generate millions of dol-
lars in U.S. advertising revenue. 
That amount could fund dozens of 
local journalists. But local newspa-
pers in many communities that are 
funding the people who report on 
fair and free elections are strug-
gling to meet payroll.

It is time for a change, before we 
head into another brutal and divi-
sive election season leading up to 
the 2024 elections. America needs 

real, factual and independent news 
reporting more than ever. While 
national media may be treated 
with skepticism, research shows 
that local news media are gener-
ally trusted. But will they have the 
revenue to do the job?

Congress must take action to 
curb undue influence of Big Tech 
on the news media industry and 
make sure the work of local news-
gatherers is fairly compensated. 
The Journalism Competition and 
Preservation Act (JCPA) aims to do 
just that.

The JCPA is specifically de-
signed to make sure Google and 
Facebook pay for what they use. 
The proposed legislation would 
provide a temporary, limited anti-
trust safe harbor for small and local 
news publishers to collectively ne-
gotiate with Facebook and Google 
for fair compensation for the use of 

journalists’ content. The policy also 
incentivizes and rewards publish-
ers who invest in their journalists 
and newsroom personnel, awarding 
outlets with demonstrated invest-
ments in their staff a larger portion 
of the funds that result from the 
negotiations.

By addressing Google’s and 
Facebook’s monopoly power and 
ensuring more subscription and ad-
vertising dollars flow back to pub-
lishers, the JCPA not only protects 
and promotes quality news, but also 
encourages competition. Congress 
has made progress on this legisla-
tion. It should finish the job before 
the end of the year.

John Galer is the chairman of the National News-
paper Association, a 137-year-old organization 

representing community newspapers across the 
United States. Galer publishes newspapers in central 

Illinois.

JOHN GALER



TRY A GNC CLASSIFIED!!!
Total coverage with a  combination of

over 30 Publications for
$49.95!!!

This includes  
Northeastern Wisconsin 
and Upper Michigan!!

Call 715-526-6188 to find out
how easy it is to place your ad!!

FFLLEEAA  MMAARRKKEETTSSFFLLEEAA  MMAARRKKEETTSS
HOLIDAY GIFT, ARTIST & CRAFT

SHOW Sat Dec. 17th 8-4pm 
FOX CITIES EXHIBITION CTR, 

355 W. Lawrence St. APPLETON 715-
526-9769 holidaygiftandcraftshow.com

HORSE DRAWN SLEIGH RIDES
Rocking W Stable, Eagle River WI DEC

10 thru JAN 1; Beautiful Trails! Great
Family Fun. Can Handle All Size Groups

& Private Parties! Info 715-617-6779
northwoodsattractions.com

HHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSSHHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSS
The bathroom of your dreams for as little
as $149/mo! BCI Bath & Shower. Many

options avail. Quality materials &
professional installation. Senior &

Military Discounts Available. Limited
Time Offer - FREE virtual in-home

consultation now & SAVE 15%! Call
today! 1-877-651-1850 (WCAN)

THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A NEW
SHOWER? American Standard makes it
easy. FREE design consultation. Enjoy

your shower again! Call 1-844-479-1327
today to see how you can save $1,000

on installation, or visit
www.newshowerdeal.com/wcp (WCAN)

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful
New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-home
estimates make it convenient to shop

from home. Professional Installation. Top
Quality - Made in the USA. Call for free
consultation: 877-544-2415 Ask about

our specials! (WCAN)

MMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEEMMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE

Classified advertising at it's best. Reach
over 250,000 homes in northeast WI

and Upper Michigan. Place your ad in
over 20 newspapers/shoppers. Just go
to www.greatnorthernconn.com. Fast,

easy and affordable.

SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

AA Group Meeting: 24 hour group
every Wed. night. 8:00 p.m. at Masonic
Lodge on corner of Washington St. and
Caldwell, Oconto Falls TF

SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

A.A. Oconto Group: Mondays &
Fridays at 7 p.m. Wednesdays at 10
a.m. (open meeting) at First American
Lutheran Church, Oconto James 920-
834-6276. TF

ATTENTION MEDICARE 
RECIPIENTS! Open Enrollment for

Medicare health plans is here! Call our
licensed insurance agents for an
affordable quote for your needed

coverage. Call for a no obligation free
quote now! 855-686-2201 (TTY: 711)

(WCAN)
Co-Dependency Meeting Thursdays at
noon. St. James Lutheran Church, 1402
Main St., Marinette TF

DENTAL INSURANCE. From Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage

for (350+) procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan.
Don't Wait! Call now! Get your FREE

Dental Information Kit with all the
details! 855-807-9516 

www.dental50plus.com/wicommunity
#6258 (WCAN)

Living Well With Depression and
Bipolar - Bellin Behavioral Health
Center, 301 E. St. Joseph St., Green
Bay, Mondays and Wednesdays 6:30
p.m. Contact: Jerry Kamke 920-544-
5596. TF

STROKE & CARDIOVASCULAR
disease are leading causes of death,
according to the AMERICAN HEART

ASSOCIATION. Screening can provide
peace of mind or early detection!

Contact Life Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5

screenings for just $149! Call  1-888-
675-5048 (WCAN)

SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad
Network) and/or the member

publications review ads to the best of
their ability. Unfortunately, many

unscrupulous people are ready to take
your money! PLEASE BE CAREFUL

ANSWERING ANY AD THAT SOUNDS
TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE! For more

information, or to file a complaint
regarding an ad, please contact The
Department of Trade, Agriculture &

Consumer
Protection 1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

PPEETTSSPPEETTSS
7 WK OLD STANDARD POODLE PUPS
1st shots $800 715-773-1643 after 5 No

Sun Calls
AKC FOX RED & YELLOW LAB PUPS
shots/worm/vet, F-$850 M-$800 715-

257-1330 (267331)
Boston Terrier pups 8wks ready now

$300 2M 2F Shots Wormed ACA paper
715-669-7459

CORGI PUPS PUREBRED Vet ckd
Shots dewormed Well-socialized w/kids

$800 N4328 Cty Rd T Shawano 715-
758-6282

English Springer Spaniel puppies L/W &
B/W 3-M 2-F $1000 Ready 1-9-23 & 8
mo old F- L/W $1200 715-257-1360

Golden Retriever puppies. Had 1st set
of shots and wormed. Both parents

registered. $500.00 Ready to go now.
Reedsville. 920-973-5110.

GOLDENDOODLES vac/wormed/dews
ready soon, great Xmas gift! $750 715-

721-0246
GREAT PYRENEES PUPPIES

Purebred, $600 Ready for Xmas! 920-
404-9094 call/text

HO HO HO PERFECTION AKC REG.
COCKER SPANIEL PUPPIES 6 ready
now, 9 ready next month. A rainbow of
colors & sizes! Payments avail. 920-

563-3410 mornings (#268588) (WCAN)

LASSIE COLLIE PUPPIES Ready Now
1st shots/wormed, 4-M $100, 1-F $150;
Also 3 yr old F-$100 & 2 yr. old M-$75

715-652-3503

PPEETTSSPPEETTSS
MINI AMERICAN ESKIMO PUPPIES

family raised, wormed/1st vac
PAWSATIVLY Adorable! $550 715-218-

7189 (WCAN)
Mini American Eskimo Pups 5-M $450;

4-F $500; Ready 12-19-22, Wormed
715-754-5004

MINI COCK-A-POOS READY FOR
XMAS! Hypo-allergenic, Non-shed,

shots/vet checked F-$600, M-$500 715-
758-2433 (WCAN)

MINI WHOODLE PUPS Shots,
wormed/dews/Vet Checked, $600 715-

223-6970 (269146)
Pomeranian pups Ready 12/19/22 in
time for Xmas $550 No Sunday sales

715-512-0824
PUREBRED ST. BERNARD PUPS
family raised, great temperament, 

dewormed/dews/shots $900 715-573-
7822 (507309)

REG ENGLISH CREAM RETRIEVERS
& FIB GOLDENDOODLES,

shots/wormed/vet checked $800 Ready
Now! 715-680-8149 (WCAN)

REG GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPS Red
& Apricot, 8 Wks old, UTD shots, $850

715-773-2199
REGISTERED COCKER SPANIEL

PUPS dews/shots/vet/dewormed $500
715-536-0697

SHEEPADOODLE PUPPIES, dews
removed, shots & wormed to date.

$1,000-$1,200. Great Christmas gift.
Can deliver. Call 715-965-6882 or 715-

721-0553.

SIBERIAN HUSKY PUPS shots UTD,
wormed 1 yr health guar $200 715-754-

2682 No Text

BBOOAABBOOAATTSS//WWTTSS//WWAAAATTEERRTTEERR

FAMILY FUN STARTS HERE!
BOAT&PONTOON WORLD-
PONTOONS, SKI-WAKE FISHING &
BOW RIDERS, ATVs, SIDE X SIDES &
MOTORCYCLES. BEST PRICE &
SELECTION IN THE MIDWEST=SAVE
HUGE! AMERICAN
MARINE&MOTORSPORTS,
WWW.AMERICANMARINA.COM
SHAWANO 866-955-2628
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BBOOAABBOOAATTSS//WWTTSS//WWAAAATTEERRTTEERR
WE BUY-
BOATS/RV/PONTOONS/SLED/ATVs&
MOTORCYCLES! “CASH PAID” NOW!
AMERICAN MARINE &
MOTORSPORTS SUPERCENTER,
SHAWANO 866-955-2628
WWW.AMERICANMARINA.COM

YOUR CAR, BOAT OR MOTORCYCLE
helps Rawhide provide mental health
services that redirect local Wisconsin

youth & adults from harmful decisions.
Donate Today! 888-653-2729 (WCAN)

VVeehhiicclleess..

DONATE YOUR CAR or TRUCK to
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3-
Day Vacation. Tax Deductible. Free
Towing. All paperwork taken care of!

CALL 844-374-3067 (WCAN)

TRUCKS 2011 Chev 1500 4x4 like new
$11,950; 2008 Chev 2500 2WD Diesel
service body EXL $11,950; 2011 Chev
1500 4x4 very clean, needs Eng work
$7350; 1992 Chev 1500 4x4 reg cab
Better than new $16,950; 2002 GMC
2500 4x4 Diesel Reg Cab $12,950;

2006 Ram 3500 Big Horn 4x4 Cummins
$20K 920-878-0005 (WCAN)

TRUCKS 95 Dodge 2500 4x4 Aluminum
bed 95k miles Bed $3250 Tr $1650 Both

$3950; 2005 Chev Colorado 4x4 46k
miles $10,950; 2003 Chev 3500 4x4

Dump/V-Plow 112k miles $14,950; 2002
Ram 3500 x4 Cummins 146k $13,950;

1993 GMC 1-Ton Diesel 99k miles
$4500 920-878-0005 (WCAN)

WWaanntteedd  ttoo
BBuuyy

Buying junk cars and trucks. No title
needed, but vehicles must be lien free.

No charge for pick up. Paying cash.
Also buying Aluminum Rims, Brake

Rotors & Copper.
Call 715-851-7027 or 715-250-2506

for questions or pricing.
CASH FOR COMIC BOOKS AND

COMIC BOOK TOYS, CALL 906-396-
5860  (gnc)

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS!
1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender,
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,

Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D'Angelico, Stromberg & Gibson
Mandolins/Banjos. 844-262-6174

(WCAN)

WANTED TO BUY: Good used 
complete bedroom sets, any size 715-

229-4886

EEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTTEEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTT
3 WEEKS NEW JOB! NEW CAREER -

NEW YOU! Train with us for your CDL at
SCDTI 715-942-2700 ext 102

CCHHIILLDD//DDOOMMEESSTTIICC  CCAARREECCHHIILLDD//DDOOMMEESSTTIICC  CCAARREE
DON'T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution
for anyone who struggles on the stairs,

is concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home. Call

AmeriGlide today!  1-888-686-1458
(WCAN)

MobileHelp, America's Premier Mobile
Medical Alert System. Whether you're
home or away, for safety and Peace of
Mind. No Long Term Contracts! Free

Brochure! Call Today! 1-855-491-0732
(WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

DIRECTV STREAM Carries the Most
Local MLB Games! CHOICE Package,

$89.99/mo for 12 months. Stream on 20
devices in your home at once. HBO Max
included for 3 mo. (w/CHOICE Package
or higher) No annual contract, no hidden

fees! Some restrictions 
apply. Call IVS 1-833-574-1746 (WCAN)

DISH NETWORK $59.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,

$19.99/mo. (where available) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call Today!

1-844-897-8523 (WCAN)
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 

LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a

FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off
Entire Purchase. Plus 10% Senior &

Military Discounts. 
Call 1-855-948-3442

Get DIRECTV for $64.99/mo for 12
months with CHOICE Package. Save an

additional $120 over 1st year. First 3
months of HBO Max, Cinemax,

Showtime, Starz & Epix included!
Directv is #1 in Customer Satisfaction

(JD Power & Assoc.) Some restrictions
apply Call 1-888-925-9452 (WCAN)

HughesNet Satellite Internet: 25 mbps
starting at $49.99/mo! Get More Data,
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST download
speeds. Wifi built in! FREE Standard

Installation for lease customers! Limited
Time  Call 1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING Call today
for a FREE QUOTE from America's

Most Trusted Interstate Movers. Let us
take the stress out of moving! Call now

to speak to one of our Quality
Relocation Specialists:  888-660-6593

(WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
TODAY with a GENERAC home standby

generator. $0 Money Down + Low
Monthly Payment Options. 

Request a FREE Quote! Call now before
the next power outage: 1-877-626-1009

(WCAN)

PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests
safely & affordably. Pest, rodent, 

termite & mosquito control. Call for a
quote or inspection today 844-651-1726

(WCAN)

SWITCH & SAVE UP TO $250/YEAR on
your talk, text & data. No contract & no
hidden fees. Unlimited talk & text with

flexible data plans. Premium nationwide
coverage. 100% U.S. based customer

service. Limited time offer get $50 off on
any new account. Use code GIFT50. For
more info, call 1-844-883-1477 (WCAN)

THE GENERAC PWRcell a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,

reduce your reliance on the grid,
prepare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services

available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-855-707-0232 (WCAN)

VIVINT. SMART SECURITY,
PROFESSIONALLY INSTALLED One
connected system for total peace of
mind. FREE professional installation!
Four FREE months of monitoring! Call
now to customize your system. 1-855-

756-2112 (WCAN)

AAPPAAPPAARRAARR TTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXXTTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXX

1350 E  Lieg Ave
Beautiful recently
Fully Remodeled

2 bedrooms
Great loc. Garage avail.

Starting at  $639 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

445 Humphrey Cr. 
Beautiful

Fully Remodeled
1 or 2 Bedroom

Convenient location
Garage Available

Starting at $560 +Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

FOR RENT: 
OCONTO FALLS, 1BR upper $600

sewer, heat & water included 
excluding electric. 

Reference required. NO PETS. 
Call 920-373-5542

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd
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ThedaCare encourages caution during holidays
With respiratory viruses such 

as COVID-19, influenza and RSV 
circulating at high levels nationwide, 
and in Wisconsin, ThedaCare is urg-
ing community members to protect 
themselves this holiday season.

“With increasing cases of the three 
viruses, the season has the potential 
to be severe, especially for young 
children and older adults,” said Dr. 
Zachary Baeseman, ThedaCare fam-
ily medicine practitioner. “In recent 
years, more people were wearing face 
masks and were more likely to stay 
home while sick. This year, because 
many people are no longer masking 
and taking those precautions, we are 
seeing increased cases. Also, children 
who haven’t been previously exposed 
to respiratory viruses are getting sick, 
and they are then passing it on to 
loved ones and others.”

Vaccines are especially important 
for those at higher risk of becoming 
seriously ill, according to Baeseman. 
That includes the elderly, pregnant 

women, young 
children and 
those with weak-
ened immune sys-
tems and chronic 
diseases such as 
diabetes, lung 
diseases, high 
blood pressure, 
and those going 
through cancer 
treatment.

Flu season is already hitting hard 
across the country, and hospitals are 
continuing to see high numbers of 
respiratory illnesses cases.

“We’re asking everyone to take 
precautions and receive all recom-
mended vaccines, including the 
updated COVID-19 booster and the 
flu vaccine, to help prevent and slow 
the spread of respiratory illnesses,” 
said Baeseman.

According to the Wisconsin De-
partment of Health Services, fewer 
than 15% of Wisconsinites have got-

ten their updated COVID-19 booster.
Everyone 6 months and older can 

get their COVID-19 and flu vaccines 
at the same time. Everyone 5 years 
and older should also get an updated 
COVID-19 booster when eligible. The 
updated COVID-19 booster provides 
increased protection against Omicron 
variants, which cause most of the cur-
rent COVID-19 cases.

In addition to getting all recom-
mended vaccines, community mem-
bers should take extra steps when 
planning their holiday celebrations. 
Respiratory viruses spread more eas-
ily when people are gathered indoors. 
Precautions include:

• If feeling sick, get tested. People 
can order free COVID-19 rapid tests 
and access testing at many commu-
nity locations across the state.

• If sick, stay home. This helps 
protect others, especially those who 
are most vulnerable.

• Check COVID-19 community 
levels for information about the 

amount of severe illness before any 
holiday celebration. If the level is 
high, wear a well-fitting mask when 
inside public places around others.

• Frequently wash hands with soap 
and water to help prevent the spread 
of all respiratory illnesses, and cover 
coughs and sneezes to avoid spread-
ing germs.

“Most people, who do find them-
selves with an illness at this time, and 
who are not at risk for severe illness, 
can likely stay home,” said Baeseman. 
“Those with a mild illness will expe-
rience a low fever, aches and pains 
or a mild cough. If you have these 
symptoms, stay at home and isolate. 
Rest, drink plenty of fluids and moni-
tor your symptoms. Hopefully, you 
will start feeling better within a few 
days.”

Baeseman added that anyone at 
higher risk for severe infection, or 
who is concerned about symptoms, 
should contact their primary care 
provider’s office.

ZACHARY BAESEMAN

Encouragement needed in holiday weight loss
The holidays can be a challenging 

time for anyone who is trying to eat 
healthy.

For those on a weight-loss quest, 
the holidays can be especially chal-
lenging. That can offer family and 
friends a great opportunity to support 
their loved ones who are making life-
style changes.

“In the United States, our holi-
day celebrations tend to be centered 
around food,” said Sandra Santiago, 
ThedaCare bariatric nurse. “Birthdays, 
Valentine’s Day, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas are mostly food-centered, 
and most of it is high in carbohydrates 
and sugar.”

One idea to help everyone be a 
healthier version of themselves is to 
put less focus on food during those 
occasions.

“Maybe plan a hike or bike ride, or 
go ice skating, sledding or skiing as 
a family activity,” she said. “You can 
also attend or participate in a sport-

ing event or play board or card games. 
The point is to make food less of the 
main attraction.”

Santiago said the support of family 
and friends is very important to those 
who are making lifestyle changes, 
which is important when a person has 
significant weight loss goals.

“Successful weight loss requires 
lifestyle changes, which includes 
developing healthy eating and exercise 
habits, and being mindful about what 
and how we eat,” she said. “For exam-
ple, eating more slowly so our stomach 
can signal our brain when we’re full; 
that takes about 20 minutes. It includes 
being aware of what our body is telling 
us as we eat and determining why we 
want to eat and if we are comfortably 
full, not over full.”

There are also habits to work 
through.

“Eating out of boredom, or when 
we are emotional, are habits that 
should be identified and addressed 

by other means,” she said. “When a 
person has the urge to eat during those 
times, perhaps they could do some-
thing else, such as using deep breath-
ing exercises, taking a few minutes 
to read or go for a walk, or use other 
distraction techniques to let the feeling 
pass. It’s important that we are mind-
ful or aware of why we want to eat or 
whether we are truly hungry.”

Studies show that many weight-loss 
patients have frequently tried numer-
ous diets throughout the years, only to 
regain their weight — and sometimes 
even more weight — after discontinu-
ing the diet.

Santiago offered these suggestions 
for how family and friends can help 
loved ones who want to maintain 
healthier eating habits:

• Model good eating habits by serv-
ing healthy snacks and meals.

• Talk with them and listen to why 
they want to make lifestyle changes. 
What is important to them? For 

example, some people want to lose 
weight in order to be able to play with 
their children or grandchildren.

• Invite them to join in a physical 
activity, such as a walk or bike ride.

• Offer to watch their children so 
they can go the gym, engage in some 
physical activity or have some “me” 
time.

• Cook with them to learn more 
about healthy foods and healthy ways 
of cooking/eating.

• Compliment their progress.
• Encourage them in their lifestyle 

changes; express pride in their deter-
mination and self-discipline.

“Again, the support of family and 
friends is very important to anyone 
making lifestyle changes,” said San-
tiago. “Be a cheerleader and a propo-
nent of their actions; that goes a long 
way toward encouraging them to be 
successful in their efforts. In the end, 
supporting them may help you live a 
healthier lifestyle, too.”

HSHS offers free breastfeeding classes in 2023 through Zoom
HSHS St. Vincent Hospital will 

host free, virtual classes this winter 
to prepare mothers and families for 
breastfeeding success.

The classes will be offered via 

Zoom and led by a certified lactation 
consultant from HSHS St. Vincent 
Hospital’s Women and Infants Cen-
ter. The classes are from 5:30-8 p.m. 
Jan. 10, Feb. 2 and March 13.

Topics discussed will include the 
benefits of breastfeeding, how to 
know if baby is getting enough milk, 
breast milk storage tips, when to feed 
the baby and different breastfeeding 

positions.
Anyone is welcome to participate, 

but registration is required online 
at stvincenthospital.org/events. Call 
920-433-8300 for information.
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Have an idea for a news story? Email us!
news@newmedia-wi.com
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2022SPORTSIN NORTHEAST IN NORTHEAST 
WISCONSINWISCONSIN

3 AREA 3 AREA 
WRESTLING WRESTLING 

TEAMS BATTLE TEAMS BATTLE 
IN PULASKIIN PULASKI

Pulaski goes 2-0,  Pulaski goes 2-0,  
Witt-Birn 1-1, Oconto Falls 0-2Witt-Birn 1-1, Oconto Falls 0-2

WITT-BIRN GIRLS CONTINUE WINNING WAYS, B4  •  LENA GIRLS TOP SURING, B6  •  ATHLETE PROFILES, B8-B9  

PAGES B2-B3PAGES B2-B3

Oconto Falls’ Cole Bozile, top, and Pulaski’s Conner Nooyen wrestle during a triangular on Dec. 8 in Pulaski.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA
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H I G H  S C H O O L  W R E ST L I N G

The Pulaski High School wres-
tling team earned dual wins over 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood and 
Oconto Falls during a triangular on 
Dec. 8 in Pulaski.

Pulaski topped Witt-Birn 50-22 
before defeating Oconto Falls 51-18. 
Witt-Birn knocked off Oconto Falls 
51-27 in the first match of the night.

All three teams won regional 
titles a season ago and return mul-
tiple sectional individual qualifiers 
and state participants, so regardless 
of results on the mat, the night of 
competition was beneficial.

Pulaski fares well at home
The Red Raiders earned wins 

in nine of the 12 weight classes 
wrestled against Witt-Birn. The 
hosts split the eight weight classes 
wrestled against Oconto Falls, but 
had five forfeit wins to dominate on 
the scoreboard.

Tristan Taylor was the first Red 

Raider to take the mat on the night, 
facing Witt-Birn’s Owen Schultz at 
160 pounds. Taylor got an early take-
down and then a three-point nearfall 
before the end of the first period and 
then pulled off a reversal before get-
ting a pin at the 3 minute, 31 second 
mark of the match.

Taylor capped the night of wres-
tling with a 40-second pin of Oconto 
Falls’ Quinton McDonald.

Pulaski’s Chase Woosencraft 
wrestled at 170 pounds against Witt-
Birn’s Cain Schiller. He also led 5-0 
after a takedown and three-point 
nearfall in the first period, and then 
had a takedown before earning the 
pin in 2:29.

Woosencraft wrestled Oconto 
Falls’ Nick Trepanier at 182 pounds, 
winning a 6-2 decision. He got the 
first takedown and then had an 
escape and takedown in the second 
period for a 5-0 lead. Trepanier got a 
takedown in the final period before 
letting Woosencraft escape for the 
final points.

“My first match, I kinda knew 
going out there that it was gonna be 
a bit tougher match than I’ve had 
so far since we are getting toward 
the better side of our competi-
tion,” said Woosencraft. “I went out 
there, I knew I had to get the first 
takedown every time, that’s my goal 

— go out there and score the first 
points. Heavy on top and I picked 
up the fall.

“Second match, actually I had 
lost to that kid last year in a tough 
match. I wanted that match back 
and I showed tonight that if you put 
points on the board you should be in 
good shape.”

The 182-pound match between 
Witt-Birn’s Bryson Schmid and 
Pulaski’s Will Friedman was one of 
the more entertaining matches of the 
night, with Schmid prevailing 11-10.

Schmid got the first takedown, 
but Friedman tied it with a reversal. 
Friedman escaped, got a takedown 
and then a three-point nearfall to 
go ahead 8-2 before Schmid scored 
the next three points, including a 
reversal. Friedman ended the second 
period with a reversal, but Schmid 
got an escape, takedown and three-
point nearfall in the third period to 
nab the win.

Friedman picked up a forfeit win 
at 195 pounds against Oconto Falls.

Pulaski’s Trenton Gibbons and 
Witt-Birn’s Nathan Waupekenay 
faced off at 195 pounds. Gibbons got 
the initial takedown and eventually 
pinned Waupekenay in 1:44. Gibbons 
won by forfeit at 220 pounds against 
Oconto Falls.

Witt-Birn’s George Seegmiller 

(220) and David Gauderman (285) 
each picked up forfeit wins against 
Pulaski to tighten the match up, but 
the hosts claimed the next six weight 
classes to take the dual.

Alec Nelson got an early take-
down and pinned Witt-Birn’s 
Treyton Bierman in 45 seconds at 
106 pounds.

Broc Ambrosius earned a pin in 
5:36 over Witt-Birn’s Cardell Long at 
113 pounds. Ambrosius led 7-0 after 
a a takedown, two-point nearfall 
and three-point nearfall in the first 
period. He upped the lead to 11 after 
a reversal and two-point nearfall in 
the second. Ambrosius had an escape 
and takedown in the third before 
finishing off the pin.

Ambrosius was a winner by 
forfeit at 113 pounds against Oconto 
Falls.

Trever Nooyen won by major de-
cision (19-8) against Witt-Birn’s Ben 
Miller at 120 pounds. Nooyen also 
won by forfeit against Oconto Falls 
at 120 pounds.

Miller had the first takedown in 
the match with Nooyen, but the Red 
Raider ended the first period with 
a reversal and three-point nearfall. 
Miller pulled a reversal and got a 
two-point nearfall to briefly grab the 
lead, but Nooyen led 13-8 after an es-
cape, takedown, reversal and three-

Chargers take  
down Panthers in 

other matchup
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

Pulaski’s Ethan Eggert, top, wrestles Wittenberg-Birnamwood’s Easton Davis during a triangular on Dec. 8 in Pulaski.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

Pulaski tops Witt-Birn, Oconto Falls in duals



point nearfall in the second period. 
Nooyen got an escape, takedown 
and three-point nearfall to finish off 
the scoring.

Ethan Eggert was also 2-0 on the 
night for Pulaski, winning by pin in 
2:31 over Witt-Birn’s Easton Davis 
and pin in 1:16 over Oconto Falls’ 
Hunter Bozile, both at 126 pounds.

Against Davis, Eggert led 8-0 after 
a takedown and pair of three-point 
nearfalls in the first period. He got 
the pin in the second period. Eggert 
got the first takedown against Bozile 
and was able to finish off the pin in 
the first period.

Conner Nooyen kept Pulaski’s 
run of wins going with an 8-0 ma-
jor decision win over Witt-Birn’s 
Devin Wudtke. It was tied at zero 
after a period before Nooyen got an 
escape, takedown and three-point 
nearfall in the second. Nooyen 
finished off the match with a take-
down in the final period.

Nooyen wasn’t able to win in his 
second match of the evening, falling 
8-6, but was pleased with the team’s 
results as a whole.

“We wrestled really good to-
night,” said Nooyen. “I feel like we’re 
getting better throughout the season. 
Every match, every dual we wrestle, 
we get better.”

Colin Pratt earned Pulaski’s final 
win against Witt-Birn, pinning Luca 
Pelusi in 5:05 at 138 pounds. Pratt 
led 2-1 after a period before an 
escape and takedown in the second 
made it 5-1. He then capped the 
match with a pin.

Witt-Birn wrestlers  
pick up hard-fought wins

Andres Sanchez earned a 14-4 
major decision win over Pulaski’s 
Cole Gorecki at 145 pounds before 
Witt-Birn’s Nico Pelusi capped the 
dual with an 11-9 decision win over 
Pulaski’s Griffin Vanlannen at 152 
pounds.

Sanchez led 10-0 after one period, 
with a pair of two-point nearfalls 
and a three-point nearfall highlight-
ing the start. He got a takedown in 
the second before Gorecki pulled a 
reversal. Gorecki got a takedown in 
the final period, but Sanchez finished 
off the match by scoring a couple 
more points.

“Take the losses and learn from 
them, get better,” said Sanchez on 
what the team can take from the two 
tough duals. “At the end (of the sea-
son), hopefully you’ll get really good 
and win those matches.”

It was Vanlannen who jumped 
out to a 4-0 lead over Pelusi after a 
takedown and two-point nearfall in 
the opening period. Vanlannen got a 
takedown in the second to go up 6-1 

before a Pelusi reversal and three-
point nearfall tied it.

Vanlannen escaped before Pelusi 
got a takedown and three-point 
nearfall to end the second period up 
11-7. Vanlannen pulled a reversal in 
the third, but it was Pelusi that held 
on for the win.

“Not only does it strengthen us 
as a team, but it also improves our 
character,” said Pelusi of wrestling 
two tough teams. “With this level 
of competition, going up against a 
ranked team in D1 (Pulaski), this is 
gonna improve our abilities and it’s 
gonna make us adapt and overcome 
many situations when we’re in wres-
tling. I feel like that’s one of the main 
reasons for these types of meets…”

Austin Rybicki wrestled for 
Pulaski against Oconto Falls’ Jeremy 
Earley at 152 pounds. Rybicki got a 
takedown and two-point nearfall in 
the opening period before Earley 
escaped. Rybicki had a three-point 
nearfall in the second before getting 
the pin in 3:41.

Cody Delebreau earned a forfeit 
win at 170 pounds for Pulaski’s other 
win over Oconto Falls.

In Witt-Birn’s win over Oconto 
Falls to start the night, Braeden 
Groshek (170), Schmid (195), 
Seegmiller (285), Miller (113) and 
Long (120) were all winners by 
forfeit for the Chargers.

Witt-Birn’s Chase Kitsemble 
pinned Earley in a 152-pound match 
to start the dual. Earley led 2-0 after 
a period before Kitsemble pulled 
ahead 4-3 by the end of the second 
and then finished things with a pin at 
the 4:27 mark.

Schultz pinned McDonald at 160 
pounds for Witt-Birn’s second win 

in the dual. Schultz got the initial 
takedown and led 6-0 before getting 
the pin in 2:49.

Witt-Birn’s Waupekenay began 
his night with a pin of Nick Trepani-
er at 182 pounds. Trepanier started 
with the lead before Waupekenay 
scored five straight. Trepanier tied 
things up at five after a period, but 
Waupekenay pulled ahead 7-6 before 
getting the pin at 3:29.

Dominic Weso had Witt-Birn’s 
other win against Oconto Falls, 
taking a 5-4 decision over Luke 
Gilbertson.

Neither wrestler scored in the 
opening period. Weso grabbed the 
lead with a late takedown and three-
point nearfall at the end of the sec-
ond period before Gilbertson had a 
three-point nearfall to tighten things 
up in the third. Weso held on in the 
waning seconds for the tight win.

Several Panthers finish 2-0
Garrett Ganter had Oconto Falls’ 

first win against Witt-Birn, winning 
by forfeit at 106 pounds. He also was 
a winner by forfeit against Pulaski.

The Panthers ended the dual 
against Witt-Birn with four straight 
wins. Hunter Bozile had the first one 
after claiming a 13-6 decision over 
Davis at 126 pounds.

Bozile got the first takedown, but 
Davis rallied with an escape and 
takedown to grab the lead after a 
period. A three-point nearfall and 
takedown in the second helped 
Bozile jump back in front and then 
he sealed up the win with a reversal 
and three-point nearfall in the third.

Cole Bozile took the mat next 
for the Panthers, earning a pin over 
Wudtke. Bozile had a pair of first-pe-

riod takedown for a 4-2 lead before 
an escape and takedown in the sec-
ond made it 7-2. Bozile got another 
takedown in the third before getting 
the pin in 5:13.

Bozile was the one to top Conner 
Nooyen 8-6. Bozile had takedowns in 
the first and second periods to take a 
4-2 lead before a reversal in the third 
made it 6-2. Nooyen escaped before 
Bozile took him down again. Another 
Nooyen escape and then takedown 
of Bozile made it 8-6 before the 
timer ran out.

“My first match, I knew the kid 
was very solid at Greco and he 
likes the throws,” said Bozile. “I 
did almost get thrown once in my 
match, which surprised me — I was 
looking for it and waiting for it to 
come. Honestly, I just stayed sturdy 
on my feet, stayed fast on my toes, 
was ready for the re-shot most of the 
time and I did pretty well on my feet 
and scored most of my points there.

“On bottom in my matches, I just 
stayed ready to get off the whistle 
right away. At the start of the day 
and end of the day, you just gotta 
believe you can beat anybody who 
you want.”

Parker Peterson also earned two 
wins for Oconto Falls on the night. 
He pinned Witt-Birn’s Grayson 
Niswander and edged Pulaski’s Pratt 
3-2 at 138 pounds.

Peterson had the first takedown 
against Niswander before getting 
the pin at the 54-second mark. Pratt 
led Peterson 2-0 for most of the 
match, but the Oconto Falls wres-
tler had an escape and takedown to 
jump ahead before holding on for 
the one-point win.

Luke Trepanier also finished 2-0 
for the Panthers. He pinned Witt-
Birn’s Sanchez before an 8-4 decision 
win over Pulaski’s Mason Taylor.

Trepanier got a takedown and 
two-point nearfall to start the match 
against Sanchez. After Sanchez 
escaped, Trepanier got another 
takedown. In the second period, Tre-
panier pulled a reversal for getting 
the pin at the 2:47 mark.

Trepanier started his match 
against Taylor in a similar fashion, 
with a takedown and two-point 
nearfall before Taylor escaped. 
After each wrestler got one point 
in the second period, Trepanier 
escaped and got a takedown in the 
third and then held on late after 
Taylor had a reversal.

Gilbertson had Oconto Falls’ first 
win against Pulaski, defeating Eric 
Sperduto 2-0 at 285 pounds. Gilbert-
son scored the lone points with a late 
takedown in the second period.
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Wittenberg-Birnamwood’s Ben Miller, top, takes on Pulaski’s Trever Nooyen during a dual on Dec. 
8 in Pulaski.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA
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The Wittenberg-Birnamwood High 
School girls basketball team kept its 
undefeated season intact after fending 
off a late Bonduel comeback in a 55-49 
victory on Dec. 9 in Bonduel.

The win pushes the Charges to a 
7-0 record, with six players scoring on 
the night. Freshman Rory Salvesen led 
Witt-Birn, scoring 22 points with four 
3-point makes. Senior Reese Rogows-
ki added another 20 points.

The loss drops Bonduel to an even 
3-3 record. Sophomore Audrey Weier 
led the Bears in scoring with 15 points, 
while junior Hailey Zernicke contrib-
uted another 13.

“We knew this was going to be 
a big game coming into it and we 
were hoping to get a win to get on 
top of the conference,” said Rogows-
ki. “That’s what we did, so we are 
super excited.”

Defense was the name of the game 
for both teams as Bonduel opened 
with a 2-3 zone and switched to a 
high-tempo switching man-to-man 
defense, while Witt-Birn employed a 
press for most of the game.

Due to the defense, neither team 
was able to build a strong lead in 
the first half, as the largest lead was 
just three points. Both teams accom-
plished this, in fact Bonduel opened 
the game up 3-0 after an early 3-point 
make from junior Hailey Thompson.

Rogowski was the early driving 
force for the Chargers, as she ac-
counted for six of the first nine points 
for the visiting team.

Tied at 9-9, Salvesen hit the first 
of her four 3-point makes to give the 
Chargers its first lead of the game. 
Witt-Birn did not surrender that 
lead until late in the first half, when 
Zernicke found success in the post, 
converting two straight layups to give 
the Bears a 21-19 lead.

Salvesen hit another 3-pointer to 
briefly give the Chargers a one-point 
lead. Two mid-range jumpshots from 
Zernicke and sophomore Josie Anve-
link put the Bears back up three to 
end the half, 25-22.

“We talked really good — they 
have a girl that can drive really well 

— we talked well in the gaps and 
helped well,” said Bonduel junior Ella 
Hischke, on why the defense worked 
for Bonduel in the first half.

Witt-Birn opened the second half 
on a 13-2 run, led by five points from 
Rogowski — Salvesen made her third 
3-point in that run as well. Weier hit 
a 15-foot jumpshot to cut the Char-
gers lead to six, followed by Chargers 
freshman Melaina Granquist match-
ing with a post layup.

A Zernicke 3-point make was 
quickly followed by six straight 
points from the Chargers, four  
from Rogowski and two from  
senior Jami Wendler.

The Chargers eventually built a 
10-point lead after two made free 
throws from Salvesen.

With just over five minutes left in 
the game, Bonduel started a furious 
comeback. The Bears found success 
getting to the paint and racking up 
fouls on the Chargers. After a floating 
layup from Weier, Bonduel got to the 
free throw line on its next three pos-
sessions, converting five free throws 
on six attempts.

Down 45-39, Bonduel kept its pres-

suring defense up, forcing the Char-
gers into a 10-second violation with 
four minutes, 27 seconds left in the 
game. The Bears capitalized on the 
turnover, as Thompson hit a 3-pointer 
to bring the score to 45-42.

A Salvesen layup was quickly fol-
lowed by a steal and fastbreak layup 
from Rogowski to cushion Witt-Birn’s 
lead to seven.

With 3:02 left in the game, Bonduel 
was forced into a traveling violation. 
From there, Salvesen hit her fourth 
and final triple of the night to push 
Witt-Birn’s lead to 10.

Weier mounted her own five-point 
run, consisting of a layup and a sub-
sequent free throw on a foul and two 
additional free throws.

Hope was still alive for Bonduel, as 
with 1:48 left in the game, the Bears’ 
defense succeeded again, getting a 
steal, but nothing came of the of-
fensive possession. On the Chargers’ 
subsequent possession, it was forced 
into an over and back violation from 
Bonduel’s pressuring defense.

Zernicke followed the turnover by 
making a post layup, to cut the deficit 
to three. That’s when the comeback 

ended, though, as the Chargers’ hit 
three free throws to end the game.

“We just needed to focus on slow-
ing the game down and not rush-
ing things or turning it over,” said 
Rogowski, on how the Chargers were 
able to hold off the comeback. “So we 
just slowed down and did what was 
best for us.”

Hischke said that throughout the 
season, the Bears have been practic-
ing against high-pressure defense and 
that the test against Witt-Birn will 
prepare them for the future.

“Every day at practice, we have 
been doing trapping drills and drib-
bling drills,” said Hischke. “We have 
definitely improved from the first and 
second games, but we will get there 
by the end of the season.”
Witt-Birn 	22 	33 	— 55
Bonduel: 	 25 	24 	— 49
Witt-Birn (55): Reese Rogowski 5-6 20, Allison Linke 
0-2 2, Rory Salvesen 4-4 22, Jami Wendler 0-0 2, Faith 
Resch 2-4 4, Melaina Granquist 0-0 5.
Bonduel (49): Kendra Troxel 0-2 4, Ella Hischke 4-6 
8, Audrey Weier 5-5 15, Hailee Thompson 1-2 7, Josie 
Anvelink 0-0 2, Hailey Zernicke 0-0 13.

H I G H  S C H O O L  B AS K E T B A L L

Witt-Birn stays undefeated with win over Bonduel
Chargers hold off 

late comeback 
effort from Bears

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

Wittenberg-Birnamwood senior Reese Rogowski, left, fights through contact from Bonduel’s Hailee Thompson as she goes up for a layup during a CWC-East 
game on Dec. 9 in Bonduel.� LUKE REIMER | NEW MEDIA

lreimer@newmedia-wi.com
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The Lena High School girls bas-
ketball team used a balanced attack to 
take down Suring 54-45 in a Marinette 
& Oconto Conference matchup on 
Dec. 5 in Suring.

The Wildcats had three players 
score in double figures and eventually 
were able to pull away from the host-
ing Eagles.

“I guess pushing the ball and going 
to Eva (Brooks) inside,” said Lena 
coach Tim Goldschmidt on what his 
team did to come away with the win. 
“We had a height advantage on the 
inside, and we got a lot of fastbreak 
points, which was the big key.”

Brooks led Lena with 18 points 
after hitting nine shots from the floor.

Three of her four first-half baskets 
came in the opening five minutes, 
when Lena jumped out to a 7-4 lead.

Whitney Potter connected on 
a pair of shots, the second being a 
3-pointer, to push the Lena lead to 
seven, 13-6. 

A couple minutes later, Brooks 
scored again to make it 15-9.

Suring, which was playing with-
out Christine Sleeter and lost starter 
Macie Reed early on due to injury, 
scored the game’s next eight points to 
go ahead 17-15.

Hailey VanRens got the run started 
with a basket before Bunny Cramer 
connected on a 3-pointer. After a 
Lena timeout, Cramer hit a free throw 
before making another shot to tie 
things up.

The two conference foes stayed 
within two points of each other for 
the final five-plus minutes of the half.

The game remained tight for the 
first couple minutes of the second 
half. Lena appeared to grab control 
with a quick 6-0 run on two Eva 
Brooks’ field goals and two free 
throws from Claire Brooks, but Suring 
got back within one after a bucket 
from Birdee Cramer and triple from 
Bunny Cramer.

“I think coming into this year, we 
didn’t know like who we were going 
to have and the younger girls stepping 
up, getting off the bench — knowing 
our role has really helped this year,” 
said Suring’s MacKenzie Bailey. “Like, 

there’s some girls that don’t play a lot 
and there’s some girls that do play 
a lot when we need them, and we 
needed them tonight and they played 
really good.”

It was again Eva Brooks that 
helped the Wildcats create some sep-
aration after making a couple shots, 
but free throws from Bunny Cramer 
brought the Eagles within three again. 
A Potter bucket was answered by a 
3-pointer from Suring’s Emma Kristof, 
but that was the closest the hosts 
were the rest of the game.

Natalie McNurlen converted a 
tough shot before two free throws 
from Claire Brooks and a basket from 
Potter gave the visitors a 41-33 advan-
tage with about nine minutes to play.

The teams played pretty even the 
rest of the way, and eventually the 

clock ran out, giving Lena the win.
“We’re just playing one game 

at a time,” said Goldschmidt. “We 
got a decent group, we can finish 
towards the top (of the conference) 
but we have to come to play every 
night, which we didn’t for a full 
game tonight.

“I think the girls know that, they’ll 
get better, they’ll improve, they’re a 
great group. We’ll just do what we 
need to do to win and take it one 
game at a time, because I don’t think 
anybody in this conference is going to 
go undefeated.”

Along with Eva Brooks’ 18-point 
performance, Potter and Claire 
Brooks also finished in double figures 
with 15 and 10 points, respectively.

All five Eagles that scored had 
over six points, led by Bunny Cra-

mer’s 15 points. Bailey added nine 
points, while Kristof had eight.

Despite coming up short, the Ea-
gles were pleased with their showing 
knowing they weren’t at full strength.

“I think the girls that played more, 
they realized like, ‘Hey, I can play 
varsity and keep up with these girls.’ I 
think that will boost their confidence 
and then our whole team will keep 
going off the confidence,” said Bailey.
Lena 	 21 	33 	— 54
Suring 	 19 	26 	— 45
Lena (54): Natalie McNurlen 2-5 6, Eva Brooks 0-3 
18, Claire Brooks 7-10 10, Karli Fischer 0-0 2, Breanna 
Koslowsky 0-0 2, Whitney Potter 2-4 15, Chaela 
Rabas 1-2 1.
Suring (45): MacKenzie Bailey 3-4 9, Bunny Cramer 
3-4 15, Emma Kristof 0-0 8, Birdee Cramer 1-3 7, 
Hailey VanRens 0-0 6.

H I G H  S C H O O L  B AS K E T B A L L

Lena takes down Suring in M&O battle
3 Wildcats in 

double figures
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

Lena’s Eva Brooks takes a shot as teammate Claire Brooks (20) looks on and Suring’s MacKenzie Bailey, left, Bunny Cramer, right, and Hailey VanRens defend 
during a conference game on Dec. 5 in Suring.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

sports@newmedia-wi.com
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The Oconto Falls High School 
girls basketball team is hoping for 
another strong finish in the tough 
North Eastern Conference this 
winter. Senior Ashlyn Allen is one of 
the team’s leaders and is leading the 
team in scoring so far this season.

Through the team’s first three 
games, Allen was averaging 10.7 
points per game. She made at least 
two 3-pointers in each game, and 
connected on three triples during a 
15-point performance against Little 
Chute on Nov. 22.

Allen recorded five assists and 
four steals in a season-opening win 
over Menominee Indian on Nov. 17.

Q: When did your interest in 
basketball begin?

A: I have loved basketball ever 
since I was introduced to it when I 
was about 4 years old and I went to 
all my sister’s (Kaelyn) tournaments 
and games. My dad (Dan) played a 
huge part in getting me involved at a 
young age and still is always down to 
shoot around with me or play a game 
of around the world.

Q: What is your favorite part 
about the basketball season?

A: Just overall spending four 
months with some of my best friends 
and getting to play the game I love. 
Basketball gives me friends I might 
not otherwise have, and I’m so thank-
ful for that.

Q: What has the game of bas-
ketball taught you over the years?

A: Basketball has taught me not 
only a variety of life skills, such as 
hard work and responsibility, but 
also how to be a part of something 
bigger than myself. You depend on 
your teammates the same way they 
depend on you, which makes you 
hold yourself accountable and learn 
to persevere when things get hard.

Q: As a senior, how do you try 
to lead the rest of your team?

A: I always want to be someone 

that my teammates can look up to 
on and off the court. I want them to 
be able to come to me whether it be 
how to run a play, where they should 
be in a drill, or help with homework.

Q: What is your favorite thing 
to do on the basketball court, 
and why?

A: I love when someone hits a 
big shot and it completely changes 
the momentum of the game. The 
student section goes wild, and you 
can feel the rush of adrenaline sur-
rounding you, your teammates, and 

the entire gym.
Q: Do you have any individual 

goals you hope to accomplish this 
winter season, and how do you 
plan on achieving those?

A: I want to really focus on doing 
the little things right which will then 
turn into big things. I also want to 
score as much as I can and create 
scoring opportunities for my team-
mates so that we can succeed as a 
team and potentially win all-confer-
ence awards.

Q: Being a few games into the 

season now, what are some as-
pects of the game that your team 
wants to improve in?

A: Right now we are working on 
improving our offense to decrease 
the times that we don’t score dur-
ing games. Since we don’t have 
much height on the team, we also 
want to continuously improve our 
defense and use our quickness to 
our advantage.

Q: Before a game starts, do you 
or the team have any routines or 
rituals you go through?

A: The team always has the 
speaker on max volume and we jam 
out in the locker room. We mess 
around and laugh and just relax. 
Then right before coach (Tim So-
larek) comes in, we stretch and start 
to focus on the game.

Q: What’s your favorite mem-
ory of competing on the Oconto 
Falls girls basketball team?

A: Beating Peshtigo in double 
overtime two years in a row. They 
were both very high-intensity games 
and it was super exciting to get the 
win after fighting so hard.

Q: Favorite movie, TV show, 
and musical artist?

A: Movie — “The Maze Runner.” 
TV show — “Bones” or “S.W.A.T.” 
Musical artist — Taylor Swift.

Q: Name one thing about your-
self that not many people know.

A: I’ve been stung by a jellyfish!
Q: What are some things you 

hope to accomplish after graduat-
ing high school?

A: Attend a four-year university 
for a degree in criminal justice and a 
minor in Spanish.

AT H L E T E  P R O F I L E :  AS H LY N  A L L E N

Oconto Falls senior guiding team on court

Oconto Falls’ Ashlyn Allen looks to pass during the team’s nonconference game against Menominee 
Indian on Nov. 17 in Oconto Falls.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

AT A GLANCE
Athlete: Ashlyn Allen
Sport: Girls basketball
Position: Point guard, shooting guard
School: Oconto Falls High School
Year: Senior
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The Pulaski High School boys bas-
ketball team got out to a 3-3 start to 
its winter season. Senior Derek Shaw 
has led the Red Raiders offensively, 
and is one of the best perimeter 
shooters around.

Shaw scored 19 points and hit four 
triples in the team’s nonconference 
win over Wittenberg-Birnamwood on 
Nov. 22. He scored 14 points and hit 
two 3-pointers in another nonconfer-
ence game against Antigo on Nov. 26.

The senior erupted for 36 points 
against Shawano on Dec. 3. Shaw 
made 12 shots from the floor, with 
eight coming behind the 3-point line.

Shaw hit three more 3-pointers and 
scored 15 points in a Fox River Classic 
Conference victory over Sheboygan 
South on Dec. 9.

The Red Raider senior was an hon-
orable mention selection in the FRCC 
as a junior.

Q: When did your interest in 
basketball begin?

A: Ever since I can remember. My 
whole family has been around basket-
ball their entire lives, I took a liking to 
it when I was very young.

Q: What is your favorite part 
about the basketball season?

A: My favorite part about the sea-
son is the team meals we have before 
game nights.

Q: What has the game of basket-
ball taught you over the years?

A: Never take the privileges we 
have for granted. There’s kids out 
there that don’t get the opportunities 
we get, so a mini goal for me is to try 
and get the most out of this opportu-
nity that I can.

Q: As a senior, how do you try 
to lead the rest of your team?

A: Having two senior captains I 
think is a really good thing. The co-
captain (Gatlin Robaidek) and I have 

been around the game and experi-
enced a lot of basketball, so I think 
our leadership is good for the younger 
guys.

Q: Talk about the work you’ve 
put in to become the shooter you 
are.

A: Every day in the offseason I’m in 
the gym getting up 3-point shots. My 
dad (coach Dave Shaw) was a great 
shooter as well, so I’m trying to keep 
pushing myself to become better than 
he was.

Q: Do you have any individual 
goals you hope to accomplish this 
winter season, and what will it 
take to achieve those?

A: One of my goals is I want to 
guard the best player on every team. 
That way I can pick up moves that I 
haven’t seen before and put them to 
my own use. An end of the season 
goal also would be getting all-confer-
ence honors, or scoring my 1,000th 
career point!

Q: Your team is a few games 
into the season now. What are 
some aspects of the game your 
team wants to improve on?

A: We need to improve defensive-
ly, and also taking care of the ball.

Q: Before a game starts, do you 
or the team have any routines or 
rituals you go through?

A: We have team meal the night 
before every game. also we get in a 
huddle after the starting five are in-
troduced and we give a little motiva-
tional speech to play to.

Q: What’s your favorite mem-

ory of competing on the Pulaski 
boys basketball team?

A: Definitely sitting the bench on 
varsity as a freshman for the playoffs.

Q: Favorite movie, TV show 
and musical artist?

A: Movie — “The Lion King.” TV 
show — “Naruto.” Musical artist — 
Lil Baby.

Q: Name one thing about your-
self that not many people know.

A: I love to rock climb in my free 
time.

Q: What are some things you 
hope to accomplish after graduat-
ing high school?

A: I hope to play basketball in col-
lege and get a degree in business.

AT H L E T E  P R O F I L E :  D E R E K  S H AW

Pulaski senior one of 
best shooters around

Pulaski’s Derek Shaw takes a jumpshot during a nonconference matchup against Shawano on Dec. 3 in 
Pulaski.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

AT A GLANCE
Athlete: Derek Shaw
Sport: Boys basketball
Position: Point guard
School: Pulaski High School
Year: Senior
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Jim Leonhard, who served as 
Wisconsin’s interim coach for the last 
seven games of the regular season, 
says he won’t be back with the Bad-
gers next year.

Leonhard tweeted Dec. 6 that he 
would work as Wisconsin’s de-
fensive coordinator for its Dec. 27 
Guaranteed Rate Bowl matchup with 
Oklahoma State but wouldn’t be part 
of new coach Luke Fickell’s staff next 
season.

“It has been an honor to coach 
these young men, and thank you to all 
the fans who supported us along the 
way,” Leonhard tweeted. “On Wis-
consin!”

Leonhard had served as Wiscon-
sin’s defensive coordinator before 
getting promoted to interim coach 
after the Oct. 2 firing of Paul Chryst. 
Leonhard posted a 4-3 record and said 
he hoped to keep the head coach job 
beyond this season.

Wisconsin instead hired Fickell, 
who had gone 57-18 in six seasons at 
Cincinnati and led the Bearcats to a 
College Football Playoff appearance 
last year. Fickell said at his introduc-
tory news conference that he’d be 
open to including Leonhard on the 
staff but added that Leonhard prob-
ably would have plenty of options.

Leonhard, a former All-America 
safety at Wisconsin who played 10 
seasons in the NFL, joined Chryst’s 
staff in 2016 as defensive backs coach 
and was promoted to defensive coor-
dinator the following year.

Wisconsin led all Football Bowl 
Subdivision teams in total defense 
(284.8 yards) and ranked second in 
pass defense (181.4) and third in run 
defense (103.4) and scoring defense 
(17.3 points) over a five-season stretch 
from 2017-21.

“It has meant the world to me to 
be able to pour my heart and soul into 
the UW football program over the last 
seven years,” Leonhard tweeted.

Leonhard says he won’t 
return to Wisconsin staff

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CO L L E G E  FO OT B A L L
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The Bonduel High School boys 
basketball team moved to 2-0 in 
Central Wisconsin Conference-East 
Division play after earning a 68-54 
win over Wittenberg-Birnamwood 
on Dec. 9 in Wittenberg.

The Bears had three players 
score in double figures and nine 
players score in total while picking 
up their second conference road 
win of the week. Bonduel topped 
Amherst 56-51 earlier in the week.

“You don’t win conference the 
first two games, but it’s a good step 
in the right direction (now) that 
we won those two,” said Bonduel’s 
Noah Weier. “It helps us realize 
that, ‘Hey, we’re not even hitting 
half the shots that we can right 
now, and we’re winning games by 
10. We’re winning games by five 
(over Amherst).’ It’s good experi-
ence; we know we can get one of 
the games early, get a win so we’re 
more tested, battle ready. And once 
we start hitting shots, I think we 
know that we can be a great team.”

The Bonduel, Witt-Birn matchup 
was an up-and-down affair, with 
neither team wasting much time 
during offensive possessions.

The largest lead for either team 
in the first 11-plus minutes of the 
half was just four points. Bonduel 
seized control after ending the half 
on a 10-4 run to take a 32-26 lead 
into the halftime break.

Weier knocked down a 3-pointer 
to spark the surge for the Bears. 
Colin Margelofsky added a basket 
after a steal before Brodie Hart-
mann connected on a 3-pointer.

Owen Springborn hit a shot 
for Bonduel’s final points in the 
half. Witt-Birn’s Mason Meverden 
and Oliver Fraaza each hit a shot 
to keep the hosts within striking 
distance.

Bonduel continued to shoot well 
at the start of the second half. Bas-
kets from Charlie Tauchen, Karter 
Schroeder and Weier followed by a 
triple from Margelofsky pushed the 
lead to 14, 42-28, to force a Witt-
Birn timeout.

Just when it looked like Bonduel 

might pull away for good, Witt-Birn 
was able to slow the Bears down and 
start hitting some shots of their own.

Meverden hit a triple to get 
things started for the Chargers, 
and then hit another shot to start a 
7-0 run from the hosts. A 3-pointer 
from Casey Kielman and basket 
from Keegan Schmid finished off 
the run.

Later on, Michael Miller hit a 
shot and Meverden knocked down 
another 3-pointer to get Witt-Birn 
within five, 47-42, with still over 
eight minutes to play.

“We’re never just going to lay 
down and quit,” said Meverden on 
the team rallying. “We’re going to 
fight until the last second. We got 
a lot of guys who are going to dig 
deep and get the work done.

“Our ability to shoot from the 
outside I’d say (helped the team get 
back in it). Tonight, I think, was an 

off night, but any time you know you 
can make 3s, you can easily make 
runs and get back into the game.”

Bonduel got key baskets from 
Willis Bloedorn and Ryan Westrich, 
and then a basket from Schroeder 
made it a 10-point game again with 
seven minutes and change to play.

Over the final stretch of the 
game, six different Bears scored, 
capping an overall balanced ap-
proach from the visitors.

“What really helped us is we 
have a really deep bench; all 13 guys 
are able to play at this level,” said 
Schroeder. “That’s how we’re able 
to keep running the court.

“It’s very nice having a bunch of 
guys that are able to do everything 
— we have a lot of scorers, a lot of 
rebounders. We have everything 
that you could ever want.”

Weier led Bonduel with 13 
points, while Schroeder had 11 and 

Westrich 10. Westrich, a freshman, 
provided a big spark off the bench 
for the Bears. The big man pulled 
down a bunch of rebounds was ag-
gressive on his way to attempting 
five free throws.

Meverden was Witt-Birn’s top 
scorer with 21 points. Miller was 
the only other Charger over four 
points, tallying 12 for the contest.
Bonduel 	 32 	 36 	 — 68
Witt-Birn 	26 	28 	 — 54
Bonduel (68): Cade Johnson 2-4 6, Colin 
Margelofsky 1-2 8, Brodie Hartmann 0-0 3, Ryan 
Westrich 4-5 10, Charlie Tauchen 4-4 9, Noah 
Weier 3-6 13, Karter Schroeder 1-2 11, Willis 
Bloedorn 1-1 5, Owen Springborn 1-2 3.
Witt-Birn (54): Michael Miller 0-0 12, Craig 
Wendel 3-4 3, Marshall Fraaza 0-0 4, Oliver 
Fraaza 0-3 4, Casey Kielman 0-0 3, Mason 
Meverden 0-0 21, Keegan Schmid 0-2 4, Ian 
Salvesen 0-0 3.

H I G H  S C H O O L  B AS K E T B A L L

Bonduel earns conference win at Witt-Birn
Bears get win with 
balanced approach

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

Bonduel’s Charlie Tauchen, left, defends Wittenberg-Birnamwood’s Michael Miller during a CWC-East game on Dec. 9 in Wittenberg.
MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

sports@newmedia-wi.com
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The Shawano Community High 
School girls basketball team had a 
difficult time getting into an offensive 
rhythm during its 66-32 setback to 
West De Pere in a Bay Conference 
clash held Dec. 6 in Shawano.

The Hawks were limited to three 
field goals and 11 points in the open-
ing half. West De Pere then busted 
the game open in the second half 
behind some strong 3-point shooting.

In the early stages of the contest, 
Shawano did a great job of attack-
ing the West De Pere defense. The 
Hawks drew five fouls in roughly 
the first four minutes. Unfortunate-
ly, the hosts only converted two of 
their six free throws, so the game 
was tied at 2-2.

A quick 8-0 West De Pere run put 
Shawano in a hole that it could never 
climb out of.

Shawano’s first field goal came 6 
minutes, 20 seconds into the con-
test when Trinity Popelka convert-
ed a shot. She also had the team’s 
second field goal roughly 11 minutes 
into the game.

The Hawks’ only other first-half 
field goal was by Abby Bystol in the 
waning seconds of the half.

“We knew this was going to be a 
tough game. I think they’re expect-
ed to win conference, so we knew 
it was going to be tough coming 
out,” said Bystol. “We always have 
a slow start; we can never really get 
in that rhythm.

“Defensively, we started out really 
good, but that really doesn’t matter 
— I mean, it affects their score, but 
not really ours. You can’t win if you 
don’t shoot. We were, but they just 
weren’t falling. We just got to get go-
ing earlier than we did.”

Despite only tallying 11 first-half 
points, Shawano was only down 11 at 
halftime thanks to strong play on the 
defensive end. The Hawks energy 
spent on that side of the floor may 
have impacted play on offense, ac-
cording to Popelka.

“It was more so the beginning of 
the half, we were really putting all of 
our effort into defense. And then on of-
fense, we would just be standing there, 
and it wasn’t working for us, obviously; 

we were only at 11 at halftime.”
Offense came a little bit easier 

in the second half for Shawano, but 
West De Pere was also able to tweak 
some things to perform better against 
the Hawks’ zone defense.

The visiting Phantoms scored the 
first seven points in the second half 
before an Ella Stuber bucket got Sha-
wano going. A West De Pere triple 
was matched by a Bystol 3-pointer.

A 7-0 West De Pere spurt made it 
a 23-point deficit for the Hawks.

“We did change our defense from 
a 3-2, which was guarding the out-
side more, to a 2-3, which focused 
more on the inside and corners,” 
said Popelka. “But we did get wore 

out. It’s early in the season yet, so 
we did end up getting tired and we 
shifted slow.”

West De Pere ended up hitting 
six 3-pointers in the second half 
alone to help the visitors run away 
with the game.

Even though the scoreboard 
showed a lopsided score by the time 
the final buzzer went off, Shawano 
— which was missing leading scorer 
Leah Nordin — still learned some 
things about itself.

“We can stick with teams if we 
come out strong,” said Bystol. “We 
were right there, I think it was 22-11 
at half.”

“If we put our mind to it, we can 

do it,” Bystol continued. “That’s all 
we need. We need confidence.”

Bystol led the team with seven 
points. Stuber and Popelka each 
chipped in six points.
West De Pere 	 22 	44 	— 66
Shawano 	 11 	 21 	 — 32
West De Pere (66): Alanna Noggle 0-0 2, Faith 
Walder 5-7 11, Katie Waukau 0-0 10, Noelle Runke 
0-2 2, Madisyn Berggren 0-0 12, Ava Hoffman 0-2 
0, Ava VanEss 0-0 3, Ella Francois 4-5 22, Victoria 
Karchinski 0-0 4, Anna Rattray 0-1 0.
Shawano (22): Darcie Erdmann 0-0 4, Marissa 
Tomashek 2-5 2, Ella Stuber 2-4 6, Trinity Popelka 0-1 
6, Braylyn Babino 1-2 3, Abby Bystol 0-2 7, Brynlie 
Boyles 2-2 4.

H I G H  S C H O O L  B AS K E T B A L L

Shawano struggles offensively in home loss
Hawks limited to  
11 first-half points

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

Shawano’s Ella Stuber, left, defends during the team’s conference game against West De Pere on Dec. 6 in Shawano.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

sports@newmedia-wi.com



Wisconsin Lutheran College
Pulaski High School graduate 

Trevor Stiede provided strong play 
off the bench for the Wisconsin 
Lutheran College men’s basketball 
team last week.

Stiede recorded 13 points and 
three assists across 29 minutes dur-
ing a one-point loss to Benedictine 
on Dec. 6. Stiede tallied nine points, 
five rebounds, four assists and a 
steal across 13 minutes in a win over 
Dominican on Dec. 10.

Bonduel graduate Carson Ro-
baidek played four minutes against 
Dominican, dishing out one assist.

Bonduel graduate Kara Troxel 
continued to earn double-digit 
minutes off the bench for the WLC 
women’s basketball team last week.

In 18 minutes and a win over 
Benedictine on Dec. 7, Troxel re-
corded two points, three rebounds 
and one block. Troxel played 19 
minutes during a lopsided win 
over Dominican on Dec. 10, tally-
ing 14 points, three assists and one 
rebound.

UW-Parkside
Pulaski graduate Sheridan 

Flauger started three games and 
helped the UW-Parkside women’s 
basketball team to a 2-1 record last 
week.

In a loss to Lewis on Dec. 6, 
Flauger recorded five points, six 
rebounds, four assists and a steal 

across 33 minutes.
Flauger tallied three points, four 

rebounds, three assists and a steal 
across 21 minutes and a win over 
Saginaw Valley State on Dec. 9. 
Flauger was credited with 15 points, 
six assists, two rebounds and a steal 
across 31 minutes and a win over 
Wayne State on Dec. 11.

St. Cloud State University
Pulaski graduate Jasmine Litt 

played in both of the St. Cloud State 
women’s basketball team’s games 
last week.

Litt recorded two points across 
five minutes during the team’s win 
over the University of Mary on Dec. 
9. She grabbed a rebounds in two 
minutes of action during a win over 
Minot State on Dec. 10.

Grand Canyon University
Wittenberg-Birnamwood gradu-

ate Wyatt Dickman helped the 
Grand Canyon men’s swim team to 
two dual wins on Dec. 10.

Dickman won the 100-yard 
breaststroke in 55.01 seconds and 
400 IM in 4:03.27 while also swim-
ming on the top-finishing 200 med-
ley relay (1:30.96).

Concordia University
Shawano grad Rachel Reed has 

played in four games for the Con-
cordia women’s basketball team so 
far this winter season.

In a loss to Illinois Wesleyan on 
Nov. 11, Reed had an assist. Reed 

tallied six points, five rebounds 
and an assist during a win over the 
Milwaukee School of Engineering 
on Dec. 7.

Reed posted three points and 
three rebounds in a win over Il-
linois Tech on Dec. 10.

Saginaw Valley State University
Shawano graduate Tori DePerry 

scored in double figures twice for 
the Saginaw Valley State women’s 
basketball team last week.

In a loss to UW-Parkside on 
Dec. 9, DePerry tallied 15 points, six 
rebounds, one assist and one steal 
across 33 minutes.

DePerry contributed 22 points, 
nine rebounds and four assists dur-
ing the team’s one-point win over 
Purdue Northwest on Dec. 11.

Augsburg University
Bonduel grad Max Sokolski tied 

for fifth place while wrestling at the 
165-pound weight class for Augs-
burg at the North Central College 
Invitational on Dec. 10.

Sokolski went 5-1 on the day, 
with two wins by pin, two major de-
cision wins and a technical fall win. 
He rattled off four straight wins 
after falling in his second match.

UW-Milwaukee
Shawano graduate Isabel Roloff 

began her collegiate career by com-
peting in two events for the UW-
Milwaukee women’s track and field 
team at the Blue Demon Holiday 

Invite on Dec. 9.
Roloff placed 10th in the 60-me-

ter dash with a time of 7.86 seconds. 
She came in 12th in the 200 dash 
with a mark of 26.58 seconds.

University of Missouri
Oconto Falls grad Clayton Whit-

ing placed first in the 184-pound 
weight class while wrestling for 
Missouri at the UNI Open on Dec. 
10.

Whiting opened his day with a 
3-1 decision win before winning by 
technical fall, 17-1. The freshman 
wrestler earned a 3-2 decision win 
in his next match to finish in first.

Bemidji State University
Shawano graduate Brooke Theis 

started both of the Bemidji State 
women’s basketball games last 
week.

She posted two points and one 
offensive rebound across 23 minutes 
during a loss to MSU-Moorhead 
on Dec. 9. Theis grabbed three 
rebounds and dished out an assist 
across 12 minutes in a loss to North-
ern State on Dec. 10.

Cardinal Stritch University
Gillett grad Aubrey DeBauch 

turned in a strong effort off the 
bench during the Cardinal Stritch 
women’s basketball team’s loss to 
Governors State on Dec. 7.

Across 11 minutes, DeBauch tal-
lied four points, four rebounds, two 
steals and one assist.
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Rick Kamps is the new Pulaski 
High School varsity track and field 
coach.

He replaces Kim Noe, who resigned 
after last season.

“We are excited to have coach 
Kamps take over as the head varsity 
track coach at Pulaski High School,” 
said athletic director Janel Batten. 
“Rick has been a coach and teacher 
here for years. We are excited to 
have him lead our track athletes and 
coaches.”

Kamps is a technical education 
teacher at Pulaski High School for 
Project Lead the Way Engineering, 

CAD, Architec-
ture, Graphics and 
CISCO IT Essen-
tials — Hardware 
and Raider Graph-
ics classes.

He previously 
taught in the 
Howard-Suami-
co, Gillett and 
Marion districts 
prior to coming 

to Pulaski in 2016.
Kamps has spent six years as a 

girls track head coach at Bay Port and 
Green Bay East high schools and 16 
years as a high school track assistant 
coach. He is also an assistant football 
coach at PHS and a WIAA-certified 
basketball official. He also spent two 
years as activities director at Mari-

nette High School.
Kamps, a Crivitz native, earned a 

bachelor’s degree in secondary educa-
tion (broad field in social studies and 
political science) from the University 
of Wisconsin-Oshkosh in 1993 and a 
master’s degree in educational admin-
istration in 2008 from the University 
of Scranton.

Kamps lives in Green Bay with his 
wife of 18 years, Lynn. They have five 
children: Jamie (Dante) Sabel, Stepha-
ny Bouchea, Haley (Cody) Gille, Karst-
in Van Stechelman and Braden Kamps, 
a junior at PHS, and six grandchildren.

Kamps was a three-sport athlete at 
Crivitz, earning four track, three foot-
ball and three basketball letters. He 
was a member of a 4x200-meter relay 
team that held a WIAA state record 
for 20 years.

He was Crivitz’s first member of 
the annual WFRV all-star football 
team as a defensive back. He also 
competed in the decathlon at Scotts-
dale (Arizona) Community College as 
a member of the Fighting Artichokes’ 
track team.

As a freelancer, Kamps produced 
statistical graphics for NFL on FOX 
game broadcasts for 25 years. In 
that role, he traveled to NFL stadi-
ums throughout the country as well 
as working four games in London. 
Since COVID, he has produced those 
graphic packages from home.

Now, he’s stepping into a new chal-
lenge.

“I’m just excited to take over and 
try to build the program to where we 
are competing for conference champi-
onships,” Kamps said.

H I G H  S C H O O L  T R A C K

Rick Kamps named new coach at Pulaski
He’s coached the 
sport for 22 years

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

RICK KAMPS

CO L L E G E  H I G H L I G H T S
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WRESTLING
Bozile leads Panthers  
at Battle on the Bay

Oconto Falls’ Cole Bozile earned 
a third-place finish in the 132-pound 
weight class to lead the team at the 
Battle on the Bay on Dec. 10 in Green 
Bay.

Oconto Falls placed 19th as a team 
and scored 186 points.

Garrett Ganter placed sixth at 106 
pounds for the Panthers.

Hawks’ Young 2nd at tournament
Shawano’s Caden Young placed 

second in the 170 weight class at the 
Battle on the Bay on Dec. 10 in Green 
Bay.

Shawano took 29th as a team with 
98½ points.

Full results can be found at www.
trackwrestling.com.

Witt-Birn 2nd at invite
Witt-Birn scored 173 points to 

place second at the Neenah Invite on 
Dec. 9 in Neenah. Only Neenah (237) 
scored more points.

David Gauderman led the Char-
gers with a first-place finish in the 
220-pound weight class. Ben Miller 
(113), Devin Wudtke (132), Nico 
Pelusi (152) and Braeden Groshek 
(170) all came in second.

Easton Davis (126), Andres San-
chez (145) and Owen Schultz all took 
third for Witt-Birn.

Bonduel claims 8th at invite
Bonduel came in eighth place 

at the Neenah Invite on Dec. 9 in 
Neenah, scoring 92½ points.

Jaxon Bogacz led Bonduel with 
a first-place finish in the 106-pound 
weight class.

Donovan Vigue (160) and Tyson 
Bogacz (182) both came in second 
place for Bonduel. Parker Perry (170) 
grabbed third place for the Bears.

Tyson Bogacz earned his 100th 
career win during the invite.

Lena takes 9th in Neenah
Lena scored 82½ points to take 

ninth place at the Neenah Invite on 
Dec. 9 in Neenah.

Sam Marquardt placed second at 
145 pounds to lead Lena on the night.

Dylan Comins (120) and Max Pe-
terson (138) both earned third-place 
finishes for the Wildcats.

Whiting leads Oconto  
Falls girls in Brillion

Taylor Whiting earned a first-
place finish in the 107-pound weight 
class to lead Oconto Falls at the Bril-
lion Invite on Dec. 9 in Brillion.

Whiting pinned her first opponent 
before winning an 8-1 decision in the 
title match.

London LeSage (106) claimed 
second place for the Panthers.

3 Hawks take 2nd at invite
Onna Hermann (126), Piper No-

vitski (145) and Hatty Fritz (235) all 
earned second-place finishes for the 
Shawano girls team at the Brillion 
Invite on Dec. 9 in Brillion.

Courtney Schenk (145) and Vivian 
Waldburger (152) both earned third-
place finishes for the Hawks.

Shawano 50
Bonduel 30

Shawano picked up a nonconfer-
ence dual win over Bonduel on Dec. 
8 in Bonduel.

Dylan Gartner (106), Mason Theis 
(220) and Wahkeenyah Waukau 
(285) all won by pin for Shawano. Ca-
den Young (170) picked up a techni-
cal fall win, while Conner Chelberg 
(195) earned a decision win.

Damien Heyrman (120), Alex 
Montour (132), Drake Herm (145) and 

Dylan Hodkiewicz (152) all won by 
forfeit for the Hawks.

All five of Bonduel’s wins came by 
pin, with Jaxon Bogacz (113), Hailey 
Berg (126), Maddy Sokolski (138), 
Donovan Vigue (160) and Tyson 
Bogacz (182) earning the wins.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Bowler 52
Tigerton 20

Bowler took down Tigerton in 
a Central Wisconsin Conference-
North Division matchup on Dec. 8 in 
Tigerton. The Panthers led 30-8 at 
halftime.

Isabella Stevens scored 20 points 
for Bowler, while Natalie Rickert 
added 12 points.

Abby Swartz scored 11 points and 
grabbed nine rebounds for Tigerton.

BOYS BASKETBALL
Bowler 56
Tigerton 45

Bowler topped Tigerton in a 
Central Wisconsin Conference-East 
Division clash on Dec. 9 in Bowler.

Emmitt Kietlinski led a balanced 
Bowler offensive attack with 14 
points. Beau Brunner added 12 points, 
while Nathan Webster had 10 points.

Ryder Graham tallied 14 points, 
six rebounds and three steals for 
Tigerton. Asher Michaelis added 
eight points, 16 rebounds and four 
assists, while Maverick Maas scored 
nine points. Loghan Wanta chipped 
in seven points and six rebounds.

Pulaski 75
Sheboygan South 47

Pulaski rolled to a Fox River Clas-
sic Conference win over Sheboygan 
South on Dec. 9 in Pulaski.

Brady Wotruba knocked down 
four 3-pointers and scored 16 points 
for Pulaski. Derek Shaw and Colin 
Schultz each hit three triples and 
added 15 points.

Derek Block chipped in eight 
points for the Red Raiders. Gatlin 
Robaidek contributed seven points.

Shawano 83
Menasha 48

Shawano routed Menasha in a Bay 
Conference contest on Dec. 6 in Me-
nasha. Shawano led 42-17 at halftime.

Michael Metcalf-Grassman led 
Shawano with 18 points, while Bran-
don Reed provided 17 points.

Jacob Landon and Logan Sipple 
each scored 10 points for Shawano. 
Julian Perez chipped in eight points.

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

ONLINE
More high school highlights can be found at 

www.newmedia-wi.com.

Oconto Falls’ Hunter Bozile, right, and Wittenberg-Birnamwood’s Easton Davis wrestle during a dual on Dec. 8 in Pulaski.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA
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R E C R E AT I O N  S CO R E B OA R D
BOWLING
Chet and Emil’s Monday Women’s League
Team 		  W 	 L
Star Campsite 	 28 	 20
Cady Home 		 24 	 24
Banner Banks 	 21 1/2 	 26 1/2
Chet and Emil’s 	 21 1/2 	 26 1/2
High team handicap games: Star Campsite 785, Cady 
Home 735, Banner Banks 683.
High individual scratch games: Julie Stewart 222, 
Alicia Schinzel 198, Kim Zeller 192, Barbara Praslowicz 
181, Cindy Mortenson 170, Tracy Anderson 169.
High team handicap series: Star Campsite 2,112, Cady 
Home 2,060, Chet and Emil’s 2,004.
High individual scratch series: Kim Zeller 540, Alicia 
Schinzel 508, Cindy Mortenson 477, Jen Duranceau 
472, Julie Stewart 466, Tanya Rekow 456.
Lakeshore Masters — Lakeshore Lanes
Team 		  W 	 L
Golfside 		  48 	 16
Farmall Fanatics 	 44 1/2 	 19 1/2
Launching Pad 	 41 1/2 	 22 1/2
Dearco Distributors 	 40 	 24

Northern Advantage 	 35 	 29
Bamboo 		  31 1/2 	 32 1/2
Rosie’s Railway 	 31 1/2 	 32 1/2
Lakeshore Lanes 	 31 1/2 	 32 1/2
Brother’s 		  29 1/2 	 34 1/2
Shawano Auto Sales 	 20 	 44
Full Service Tents 	 19 	 45
Pin Pricks 		  12 	 52
High team scratch games: Launching Pad 752, 
Golfside 714, Dearco Distributors 683.
High individual scratch games (top 7): Don 
Pedersen 289, Ed Brusky 258, Zack Ruehle 258, Todd 
Schertz 258, Tom Hoffman 257, Carson Malueg 257, 
John Teller 251.
High team scratch series: Golfside 2,046, Launching 
Pad 1,943, Bamboo 1,936.
High individual scratch series (top 7): Zack Ruehle 
734, Carson Malueg 710, Todd Schertz 702, Ed 
Brusky 698, Jeff Arndt 693, Don Pedersen 680, Mark 
Schachtschneide 673.
Chet and Emil’s Tuesday Commercial
Team 		  W 	 L
Chet and Emil’s 	 30 	 9

Kautza Excavating 	 27 	 12
Schmidt Schulta 	 20 	 19
Clark Construction 	 20 	 19
White Insurance 	 15 	 24
High team scratch games: Chet and Emil’s 1,085, 
Clark Construction 962, White Insurance 926.
High individual scratch games: Jeremy Praslowicz 
289, Brandon Resch 256, Jordan Wanta 253, Dave 
Schultz 253.
High team scratch series: Chet and Emil’s 3,147, Clark 
Construction 2,776, White Insurance 2,699.
High individual scratch series: Jeremy Praslowicz 
799, Dave Schultz 705, Andy Hegewald 684.
Chet and Emil’s Thursday Early Birds
Team 		  W 	 L
Schairer Farms 	 18 	 10
Rightway Propane 	 16 	 12
Stadler Farms 	 13 	 15
M and J Harvesting 	 9 	 19
High team scratch games: Rightway Propane 618, 
Schairer Farms 610, Stadler Farms 553.
High individual scratch games: Susan Zeinert 194, 
Kim Zeller 193, Katie Hanke 188, Tricia Schairer 184.

High team scratch series: Rightway Propane 1,792, 
Schairer Farms 1,781, M and J Harvesting 1,581.
High individual scratch series: Susan Zeinert 531, 
Kim Zeller 496, Kristine Beran 474, Tricia Schairer 472.
Chet and Emil’s Wednesday Business
Team 		  W 	 L
Karcz Lending 	 24 	 15
CWAA 		  24 	 15
S and M Tool 	 23 	 16
Rew Motors 	 22 	 17
Kropf’s Meat 	 17 	 22
TLC Auto Body 	 17 	 22
Kessen Auto Body 	 15 	 24
Chet and Emil’s 	 14 	 25
High team scratch games: S and M Tool 1,106, Karcz 
Lending 1,083, CWAA 1,023.
High individual scratch games: Rhett Matz 256, 
Shawn Walkush 246, Austin Rekow 236.
High team scratch series: S and M Tool 3,130, Karcz 
Lending 3,029, CWAA 2,855.
High individual scratch series: Adam Karcz 725, Paul 
Hanke 694, Doug Kunst 658.

The Wisconsin Interscholastic 
Athletic Association Conference 
Realignment Task Force voted Dec. 6 
on 35 football-only requests in the first 
meeting of the membership’s realign-
ment review process for the 2024 and 
2025 seasons.

Twenty-seven plans either re-
quested placement in a conference 
or requested relief from their current 
conference affiliation in 11-player 
football. 

Although none of the plans ad-
vanced were as specified in the respec-
tive proposals, information provided 
in 14 of the plans were modified and 
advanced for further review by the 
task force.

In addition, eight of the plans sub-
mitted for 8-player football conference 
realignment were referenced to mod-
ify conference alignment throughout 
the entire state in an all-encompassing 
plan advanced by the task force for 
further consideration.

The extensive football conference 
realignment plans are outlined with 
links to the detailed proposed confer-
ence affiliations on the “Requests and 
Proposals” option on the WIAA’s 
Conference Realignment webpage at 
www.wiaawi.org/Schools/Confer-

ences/Conference-Realignment.
The proposal would cause several 

changes to area football programs.
Menominee Indian will move from 

11-player to 8-player, joining the Across 
the Bay Conference that includes 
Algoma, Green Bay NEW Lutheran co-
op, Gibraltar, Gillett, Lena/St. Thomas 
Aquinas Academy, Marion/Tigerton 
and Sevastopol.

Pulaski would play in the Fox 
Valley Area 3 Conference, going up 
against Ashwaubenon, Green Bay 
Southwest, Green Bay West, Menasha, 
Notre Dame, Oshkosh North and West 
De Pere.

Suring would move to the North-
east Conference in 8-player ball. 
Elcho/White Lake, Florence, Niagara, 
Pembine/Goodman, Three Lakes/
Phelps, Wabeno/Laona and Wausau-
kee would fill out the conference.

Bowler/Gresham would move to 
the Mideast Conference at the 8-player 
level. Almond-Bancroft, Faith Chris-

tian, Newman Catholic, Port Edwards, 
Tri-County and Wild Rose would fill 
up the conference.

Shawano would remain in the Bay 
Conference, with Fox Valley Lutheran, 
New London, Seymour, Waupaca, 
Winneconne and Xavier filling out 
the conference. Bonduel would still 
be in the Packerland, with conference 
opponents of Kewaunee, Marinette, 
Mishicot, Oconto, Peshtigo, Southern 
Door and Sturgeon Bay.

Oconto Falls would remain in 
the Northwoods, with Clintonville, 
Coleman, Crandon, Crivitz, Manawa, 
Northland Pines and Shiocton fill-
ing up the conference. Wittenberg-
Birnamwood would still be in the 
Central Wisconsin Conference-Large, 
with opponents of Amherst, Colby, 
Loyal/Greenwood, Marathon, Spen-
cer/Columbus Catholic, Stratford and 
Weyauwega-Fremont.

Newly affected schools with the 
modified solutions are invited to ap-

pear and provide feedback during a 
virtual meeting scheduled for Jan. 5.

All schools impacted by the modi-
fied realignment plan may provide 
feedback prior to and during the task 
force meeting on Jan. 12. In addition, 
schools that submitted requests, which 
were not advanced at the Dec. 6 meet-
ing may appeal the decision at the Jan. 
12 meeting before the task force final-
izes the modified solutions.

Plans that are advanced from the 
January meeting will be reviewed by 
the Board of Control to make a final 
determination on each of the proposals 
at its March 7 meeting.

Appeals, if successful, will be com-
municated with the membership and 
re-evaluated by the task force. 

If the revised solutions are ap-
proved on appeal, they will be sub-
mitted to the Board of Control for 
consideration in March with any modi-
fications and solutions communicated 
to the membership.

Conference realignment would affect several area teams
Changes being 
reviewed for  
2024 season

H I G H  S C H O O L  FO OT B A L L

The Menominee Indian football team lines up on defense against Waupun on Aug. 25 in Keshena. The Eagles are one of several area football teams that could 
be impacted by the proposed conference realignment.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA
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Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers looks on during the team’s game against the Minnesota Vikings on Nov. 21 in Minneapolis. 
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Charlie Beardsley, 6, of Bonduel, watches as Aaron Landgrave, principal of St. Paul Lutheran School, punches his ticket Dec. 8 for the Christmas event at the school in Bonduel.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
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St. Paul Christmas event makes kids believe
Principal brings ‘Polar Express’ experience from former school to turn holidays bright

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Aaron Landgrave showed a very 
different side to himself Dec. 8 as stu-
dents and their families arrived at St. 
Paul Lutheran School for a Christmas 
celebration.

Most with a connection to St. Paul 
are used to seeing the school principal 
with a beard and dressed more like he 
belongs in an educational institution. 
Many were surprised to see Landgrave 
dressed up like the conductor for the 
movie “The Polar Express” and reduc-
ing his facial hair to just a mustache.

However, the holiday movie 
persona helped add some flavor to an 
event that the St. Paul Parent Teacher 
League has held for years, as children 
came through and got their tickets 
punched to go down the makeshift 
railroad track in the school’s hallway. 
In one classroom, the story of “The 
Polar Express” was being read. In 
another, Santa Claus was holding court 
and listening to what students wanted 
for Christmas. Then there was the 
lunch room, where the school’s book 
fair was being held. Families got to en-
joy hot cocoa and other baked goodies, 
and they also worked on craft projects.

Landgrave had previously done an 
experience with “The Polar Express” 
when he was at a parochial school in 
Chicago.

“He wanted to bring that over when 
he came here,” said Emily Lohrentz, 
PTL president. “We put little bells 
in each of the kids’ pockets, and we 
printed out some tickets for the kids 
and stuff.”

The bells were a big hit with the 
children, many of them telling their 
friends and parents that they had no 
idea how the bells got there. At the 
beginning of the event, when they pre-
sented their tickets, Landgrave asked 
the prerequisite “Do you believe?” 
before punching those tickets and 
sending the children on their way.

The PTL has done a Christmas 
event for years where there would be 
crafts and Santa’s workshop, according 
to Lohrentz. This year, the book fair 
was included in the holiday festivities, 
she said, and then Landgrave came up 
with the idea of the “train” experience 
to add to the event.

St. Paul’s event was simply to her-
ald in the Christmas season, but when 
Landgrave came up with the idea eight 
years ago in Chicago, the event had the 
dual purpose of enrolling students, as 
that time was an admission period.

“We thought, ‘How can we get 
people here and enrolled for next 
year?’ So we came up with this ‘Polar 
Express’ thing,” Landgrave said.

He noted that families that par-
ticipated in the event then got to 
register at half-price; by the end of the 
first event, almost all of the students 
were registered for that new year. 
Many of the students who registered 
came from other schools, enticed by 
the ‘Polar Express’ experience, with 
Landgrave noting that the school’s 
enrollment increased by 27 students 
that year.

“It was a marketing tool, but since 
then, I’ve done it every year,” Land-
grave said. “Then last year, I did it at 

a bookstore. I’ve done it with comfort 
dogs. My wife would read the story, 
and I would be the conductor.”

Landgrave identifies with “The Po-
lar Express” not only as a holiday story 
but also because of his grandfather’s 
profession.

“My grandpa was born in 1892, and 
he was a conductor for like 30 or 40 
years,” Landgrave said, clarifying, “It 
was more about getting kids excited 
for Christmas. It wasn’t anything about 
us.”

Landgrave’s persona as the conduc-
tor extends to the classic pocket watch 
he carries. He said he spent $150 on the 
timepiece but noted the train’s always 
running on time because he didn’t 
wind up the pocket watch to actually 
tell the time.

“I just don’t wind it because I don’t 
want it to break,” Landgrave said.

For Lohrentz, there’s no better way 
to observe the holiday season.

“I hope they have fun with their 
families and their friends and they 
also remember the true meaning of 
Christmas,” Lohrentz said. “Christmas 
is such a magical time for the kids, so 
we like to see that they all have fun 
and enjoy it. It’s even better with their 
family and their friends.”

Nichole LeClair, a volunteer with the St. Paul Lutheran School Parent Teacher League, reads “The Polar Express” to a group of students as the image of a lit 
fireplace appears behind her in a classroom during the school’s Christmas event.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Adelynn Ford, 7, of Shawano, tells Santa Claus what she wants for Christmas on Dec. 8 in a classroom at 
St. Paul Lutheran School.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
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Local hero recognized at company party
Schmidt saved 

Paquette’s life when 
Paquette was 4

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

During Cirrinity’s Dec. 10 annual 
company party at Maple Hills Golf 
Course in Wittenberg, one employ-
ee was recognized for a life-saving 
scenario from 28 years ago.

Jeremy Paquette, who was in-
vited to the party with his family, 
honored Dave Schmidt, because 
Schmidt helped to save Paquette’s 
life when he was just 4 years old. 
According to Sylvia Nueske, Pa-
quette’s grandmother, she and her 
husband were watching Jeremy and 
his brother, when Jeremy wanted to 
ride on a big lawnmower.

As his brother was mowing the 
lawn, Nueske said, that he got to 
the end of the yard, when he started 
backing up, not realizing that Jer-
emy was running behind the mower, 
wanting to get a ride.

Nueske said she was chasing 
him and yelling for him to stop, but 
due to the noise of the mower, the 
brother couldn’t hear her. At the 
same time, Nueske said, a telephone 
line repairman — Dave Schmidt — 
was on a pole working and heard 
the commotion. Schmidt started 
waving his hands frantically and 
got the attention of the lawnmower 
operator to stop the vehicle and in 
essence saved Paquette’s life.

“That saved the day of our little 
grandson being very much injured 
or maybe having his life taken,” said 
Nueske. “We have been so blessed. 
We are so thankful.”

Paquette said that the Cirrinity 
company party was the first time 
that he had actually met Schmidt 
and while their relationship had not 
been developed, it started 28 years 
ago.

“I have never met him before 
today, but when I was 4 — that is 
when our relationship started,” said 
Paquette. “It is nice to meet him. It 
is nice to know who it is that liter-
ally gave me the biggest blessings of 
my life.”

Without Schmidt’s actions that 
day, Paquette said, there would have 
been no opportunity for him to meet 
his wife and have children.

“That is the result of him saving 
my life,” said Paquette. “It has been 
a dream come true to get married 
and have kids, and I realized that 
would have never happened without 
his quick actions.”

Because it has been 28 years 
since the event and since the last 
time Paquette and Schmidt had any 
communication, Paquette said that 
he was overwhelmed with emotion.

“I have never really known who 
he was or if I would ever meet him,” 
said Paquette. “I felt like I always 
knew him, though, because he was 
such a big part of my life.”

At the event, along with his fami-
ly, Paquette bought gifts for Schmidt 
and his wife, including shirts that 
say “Hero” and “Mrs. Hero” and a 
plaque honoring Schmidt and call-
ing him a “Local Hero.”

“I just want him to know that we 
have not forgotten about him,” said 
Paquette. “My mom contacted him 
a couple years ago and he did not 

remember, but it’s just being in the 
right place at the right time and just 
doing what a good person would do. 
This is always a story that my fam-
ily tells.”

Paquette said that due in part to 
Schmidt and this story, his son has 
become interested in vehicles and 
what Paquette describes as “any-
thing that moves.” He said that he is 
using this story as a lesson for him 
and and his son to be more careful 
around farming vehicles.

“It is even good for me to 
remember what happened and to 
keep a close eye on my son,” said 
Paquette.

As for Schmidt, he was surprised 
to see the boy that he had saved 28 
years ago show up with his family at 
Cirrinity’s company party, some-
thing that Cirrinity CEO Scott Ny-
man has been working on for weeks.

“It is amazing that they reached 
out and that they are here,” said 
Schmidt, noting that he doesn’t 

remember much of the incident. “He 
has been thinking about this on and 
off for years — it’s great. It is also 
great to know that there are still 
good people out there.”

Schmidt said that it is a great 
feeling to know that even after all of 
these years, the family is still thank-
ful for his actions and that they 
haven’t stopped thinking about him.

“It feels like I am appreciated,” 
said Schmidt, pointing to the gifts 
and the kind words. “I wasn’t look-
ing for appreciation or anything 
when it happened. I was just doing 
my job.”

He added that in general, he 
was just happy that a tragedy was 
avoided and that Paquette was able 
to start a family and live his life to 
the fullest.

“It is amazing and mind-boggling 
to see him with his own family 
now,” said Schmidt.

lreimer@newmedia-wi.com

Dave Schmidt, far left in white, and Jeremy Paquette, middle in blue, stand next to a plaque recognizing Schmidt for his efforts in saving Paquette’s life. 
Paquette said that the greatest result from his life being saved from Schmidt was that he was able to start a family and carry on to his next chapter in life.

LUKE REIMER | NEW MEDIA
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Christmas Eve was always a special time
Since I was a little girl growing 

up on a farm, I had always resonated 
with the Christmas story of the babe 
lying snug in a simple manger. I knew 

mangers. My first 
thought as a small 
child was: How 
did baby Jesus 
not get licked 
in the face by 
a cow? I knew 
cows. I had more 
than once been 
gobsmacked by a 
cow tongue. The 
sensation of a 

wet, sandpaper tongue across an arm 
or a chubby cheek not easily forgotten.

We fed dry-hay wafers to our cows 
back in the day and, as a kid, that was a 
job I could handle. On Christmas Eve, 
I would always give a double wafer to 
the cows, whispering to each in turn.

“There you go, an extra present 
because tonight is a special night.”

I giggled softly to myself, not want-
ing my sisters or brother to know that 
secretly, like Santa, I was delivering a 
special gift to each cow. If my dad real-
ized one or two more bales were used 
than normal, he never said anything. 
Perhaps he knew and, smiling quietly, 
let his small daughter keep her secret.

Saturday nights were our usual 
weekly bath night. Yes, just one a 
week.

We’d all take turns in pretty much 
the same bathwater, sometimes one 
or two of us girls at once. While Mom 
pin-curled each girls’ still-damp hair, 
we’d sit in front of the TV on an arm-
less chair anticipating the champagne 
pop, along with the theme song signal-
ing the start of “The Lawrence Welk 
Show.” Enthralled with the beauty and 
ease of the people gliding across the 
stage, I gaped in awe at the elegant 
women with their flawless makeup 
and hair, their stylish dresses. Mesmer-
ized, we didn’t even fidget nor feel the 
tug of the bobby pins.

Christmas Eve felt even more 
special than a Saturday night with 
Lawrence Welk. We’d all get dressed 
in our finest, Dad and my brother in a 
suit with a tie and us girls in dresses. 
St. John’s in Marion held candlelight 
Christmas Eve services. We always 
attended church on Sunday mornings; 
never ever was there a night service, 
except for Christmas Eve. This, then, 
added to the holy height of a very 
special time.

When the candles were lit, the big 

overhead hanging lights were dark-
ened and a reverent hush crept across 
all. The entire congregation sang 
“Silent Night” by the light of many 
singularly burning candles, handheld 
by young and old alike.

I was disappointed when the song 
ended and the lights came back on. 
Although a Lutheran church always 
sings every verse plus the chorus, I 
didn’t want it to end! Curious as to the 
origins of this precious hymn, I did a 
bit of research and according to www.
silent-night-museum.org, “The version 
of Silent Night as it is traditionally 
sung in English, has only three verses 
which are the first, second and last 
verse of the six original verses.” I’m 
pretty sure if St. John’s would have 
known the earliest “Silent Night” had 
six verses, we’d have sung all six.

One special Christmas Eve, Santa 
had left a burlap bag bulging full of 
presents leaning on our outside porch 
door. We came home from church 
and four pairs of eyes were round and 
unblinking as we caught sight of it. 

That was the only Christmas Eve I can 
recall that Santa had not left presents 
under the tree, but in a burlap sack 
leaning on the door.

“Mom?” We chided together in 
wonderment. “Why did Santa leave 
our presents outside?”

“He must have been running behind 
tonight, I bet. No time to come down 
the chimney.”

Much later, when I had children of 
my own, was I only able to completely 
appreciate the sheer cunning of my 
mom and dad, how clever of them. 
How much did it take for my mom to 
purchase, wrap and then tuck all of 
those presents in a burlap sack without 
any one of her very curious small 
children noticing? We were all joined 
at the hip working, playing, fighting, 
eating, going to church — always 
together.

We were taught Christmas wasn’t 
just Santa. Oh, for sure he played a 
part in the presents, but we always 
knew Jesus was why we were cel-
ebrating. I felt sad when kids just talk-

ed about getting presents. Although 
I never said anything, I thought in 
my small mind, does Jesus get hurt 
feelings not getting invited to His own 
birthday party?

As an adult in this crazy, yet 
magnificent world in which we live, 
I get that same sad feeling, and want 
to shout it out loud: Jesus is why we 
celebrate! He is worth celebrating, 
coming to earth as a babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a simple 
manger, bringing good tidings of great 
joy to one and all.

(“For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord, and this will be a sign 
for you: you will find a baby wrapped 
in swaddling cloths and lying in a man-
ger.” Luke 2:11-12)

Merry Christmas, everyone.

Kay Reminger was born and raised on a dairy farm, and 
she married her high school sweetheart, who happened 
to farm for a living in Leopolis. Writing for quite a few 
years, she remains focused on the blessings of living 

the ups and downs of rural life from a farm wife’s 
perspective.

FA R M  L I F E  F R O M  A  FA R M  W I F E

KAY REMINGER

The Christmas story is all laid out in a Nativity scene at the corner of Lieg Avenue and Lincoln Street in Shawano.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
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Holiday plants make homes more festive
The holiday season is upon us, and giving the gift 

of wonderful indoor plants is a popular theme. Better 
yet, use holiday plants to decorate your own home 
during this festive time of year. There are many 
excellent choices that make gift giving and decorat-
ing fun.

Of course, when we think of Christmas, we think 
poinsettias. Classic in traditional red, as well as pink, 

white and streaked colors, 
poinsettias have come a long 
way. Now, it is common to find 
poinsettias in all colors of the 
rainbow, thanks to dyes and 
glitter. Whether you like the 
classic colors or want to experi-
ment with holiday orange, cop-
per, bronze and glitter, there 
is a poinsettia out there for 
you. I’ve even seen poinsettias 
dyed green and yellow for fun 

Packer-themed décor.
Amaryllis bulbs are another classic holiday trea-

sure. These fast-growing, winter-blooming bulbs 
are simple and fun, as well as elegant. Flowers can 
be as large as summer lilies, in a variety of shades 
of red, pink, white and maroon. Like poinsettias, 
growing amaryllis has come a long way. It is now 
common to see waxed amaryllis bulbs that come 
coated in a thick coat of wax that allows them to 
be placed anywhere in the home without need to 
water. Everything needed to sustain the bulbs is 
encased within its wax shell. Simply display on 
the stand that is normally included, and watch the 
magic happen.

Norfolk Island Pine is another old-fashioned holi-
day plant, featuring fern-like growth and the classic 
pine shape that adorns indoor rooms and settings. 
These can be displayed as they are or decorated like 
Christmas trees in whatever theme you enjoy.

It wouldn’t be the holidays without a holiday 
cactus. Available in a number of shades of pink, 
magenta, white, red, lavender and orange, holiday 

cactus traditionally bloom about the same time each 
year with little care required, making them a festive 
holiday tradition.

Many indoor plant lovers enjoy giving and 
receiving colorful, exotic orchids during the holiday 
season. Orchids come in just about any color, and 
make excellent specimen plants in holiday settings. 
The perfect easy-to-grow and stunning gift for any 
plant lover, the orchids of modern times are much 
easier to grow than earlier hybrids. You will also find 
orchids that are dyed in holiday colors.

There are many other indoor plants that make 
great gifts for the gardener on your list, or can be 
used to decorate your own home. Traditional blooms 
in red, such as anthurium, kalanchoe, begonia, minia-
ture rose and others are great choices. White is also 
popular during the holidays, and just about every 
indoor blooming plant selection has a variety that 
blooms in white.

Assemble a collection of indoor plants in a dish 
garden or terrarium and make the holidays even 
more merry and bright.

Holiday cacti are a traditional seasonal favorite.� ROB ZIMMERElegant amaryllis bulbs and plants make wonderful indoor treasures during the holidays.� ROB ZIMMER

ROB ZIMMER

Colorful poinsettias come in more than just red. This white plant has been beautifully tie-dyed in alternative colors of the season.
ROB ZIMMER
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BMO donates $115,000 to Junior Achievement
Junior Achievement of Wisconsin 

(JA) recently announced that BMO 
donated $115,000 to provide financial 
literacy, entrepreneurship, and career 
readiness learning experiences for 
students across Wisconsin.

The mission of Junior Achievement 
of Wisconsin is to inspire and prepare 
young people to succeed. JA teaches 
students how to begin building finan-
cial capability and career exploration 
early in elementary school by examin-

ing needs and wants, basic economic 
concepts, techniques for saving, basic 
budgeting, and the ways local busi-
nesses support their community.

“This donation exemplifies our 
commitment to providing Wisconsin 
students financial literacy opportuni-
ties that empower them to continue to 
grow the good in their communities,” 
said Jon Schumacher, BMO commer-
cial banking managing director. “Our 
partnership with Junior Achieve-

ment of Wisconsin highlights a key 
hallmark to BMO’s culture, which is 
helping others make real financial 
progress.”

The $115,000 gift will support 
general operations, event sponsor-
ships, and capacity building efforts 
in communities surrounding Sha-
wano and other Wisconsin munici-
palities. Two specific beneficiaries 
of the BMO gift are the JA Titan 
Scholarship Competitions and the 

new JA Technical Scholars program.
“We are grateful for the support 

from BMO as we expand our program 
reach in Wisconsin,” said Michael 
Frohna, Junior Achievement of Wis-
consin president. “Their continued 
commitment, both with donations 
and providing classroom volunteers, 
allows us to impact 100,000 Wiscon-
sin students each year with lessons 
that will give them the skillset and the 
mindset for a successful future.”

B I RT H S
• Saylor Grace Neuman, a girl, born 

at 3:25 p.m. Oct. 6, 2022, at Aspirus 
Wausau Hospital to Casey and Rachel 
Neuman, of Wausau. She weighed 7 
pounds, 5 ounces and was 20 inches long.

• Jenny Lynn Wierzba, a girl, born 
at 7:11 a.m. Sept. 21, 2022, at Aspirus 
Wausau Hospital to Allen and Brooke 
Wierzba, of Shantytown. She weighed 
8 pounds, 4.6 ounces and was 20 1/2 

inches long.
• Samuel August Maedke, a boy, 

born Aug. 19, 2022, to William and Erica 
Maedke, of Lena. He weighed 8 pounds, 
15 ounces. His siblings are Hannah, 
Eleanor, Angel Sarah and Will-E. His 
grandparents are William and JoAnn 
Maedke and Daniel and Marie Pagel. His 
great-grandparents are Jeanette Pagel, 
Geri Alsteen and Bea Gudex.

First grade works on landforms

Sacred Heart Catholic School first grade students Samson Gilling, front, Trell Raddant, back left, and 
Meah Brunker get their hands dirty the week of Nov. 21 during a landforms creation project using card-
board and salt dough. Once the creations dried, the students had the opportunity to paint their projects 
to display their knowledge of mountains, rivers, lakes, plains and valleys.� CONTRIBUTED

Knights give cold-weather armor

Russ Glime, left, grand knight for the Lena Knights of Columbus, presents Ben Pytleski, Lena School Dis-
trict superintendent, with coats, boots, gloves and snow pants for six students as part of the Knights’ 
Coats for Kids program. These items will go to local children who are in need of warm winter clothing.

CONTRIBUTED



FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2022 •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE C9

Wellness director refuses to give up
Poninitah. Translated into English, this Menom-

inee word means “Don’t give up.” The College of 
Menominee Nation’s Indigenous wellness director, 
Beth Waukechon, makes this sentiment a mantra.

Upon entering her role at the college in sum-
mer 2022, Waukechon saw her work as “carrying 
out the college’s mission to build more access and 
education for overall wellness opportunities.” She 
noted that her goal is “normalizing mental health 
awareness and support,” adding that “Coming out 
of COVID, we cannot live with the illusion that 
mental health struggles do not exist.”

A graduate of Shawano High School, the 
Menominee tribal member received her bachelor’s 
degree in elementary education from UW-Osh-
kosh and her master’s degree in education leader-
ship from Concordia University in Portland, Or-
egon. Waukechon taught in the Menominee Indian 
School District and Menominee Tribal School for 
seventeen years before moving to CMN. She was 
part of a team who “worked with the whole child 
on trauma responsive care.”

“We met the children where they were at, in ev-
ery aspect, looking at their educational services as 
a reflection of their health,” Waukechon explained. 
“We were advocates for the interaction between 
the student, their family, the teachers, support 
staff, and services.”

Waukechon took the position at CMN to enable 
her own growth while supporting the college com-
munity.

“I enjoy helping others, and so many students 
are under stress because of so many variables,” 
she said. “When you alleviate stress, you see a 
major shift in a person’s focus. Offering resources 
through higher education can be a game changer 
for communities.”

Yet, the path to wellness is not always easy.
“Healing is not linear,” Waukechon said, “but 

when someone is honest with their own story, 
then healing can begin to occur. Some people try 
to run and hide from it, but hurt comes from things 
not being in balance. Mental, physical, emotional, 
or spiritual trauma can lead to all kinds of illnesses 
that affect our biology. All humans want to belong, 

to be seen, to be heard, to 
be honored in a way that’s 
respectful. When we feel fully 
supported, we can dive in and 
own our health.”

Much of what Waukechon 
offers to the CMN campus 
builds community through 
gift-giving. The physical gifts 
she shares are locally-made, 
natural soaps, as well as bags 
of candies that feed one’s 

sweet tooth.
Alternatively, she said the intangible gifts come 

from “holding a forum to reflect on what positive 
mental health looks like, putting those thoughts 
into a room, and becoming comfortable in that 
healing environment. Collaboration with other 
departments is also very important to help deliver 
opportunities for growth, wellness, and overall 
hope for the future.”

As a liaison for support at CMN, Waukechon 
has created spaces on the college’s Keshena and 
Green Bay campuses for sharing Indigenous foods, 
brewing natural teas, creating therapeutic art, and 
harvesting traditional medicines such as sage and 
cedar. Her additional initiatives include hosting 
cultural events such as moccasin games and a 
“Rock Your Mocs” campaign.

“It takes all of us to build a community around 
self-care,” Waukechon said. “CMN is working 
diligently to ensure that wellness is a top priority 
and we’re developing a system of care to respond 
to our current health needs.”

Waukechon also noted that “In the last 10 years, 
brain science has recognized the phenomenal 
impact healing can have on how we function. 
Workshops, self-reflection, seeking support, and 
creating wellness plans can really help us each 
understand what is going on in our being. When 
we’re aware of what tools can help us, we can use 
them to be in the moment and attuned to what’s 
going on around us.”

Waukechon conveyed that “Our perspective as 
Indigenous people has a deeper connection to our 

relatives who have passed on. We’re relying on 
those who came before us to guide us. We learn 
from the teachings of the grandmothers and grand-
fathers. The natural world is our first classroom.”

College offers students a chance to earn a 
higher education, but gaining that knowledge 
while focusing on wellness creates a well-rounded 
individual.

“We each have to find our purpose in life,” 
Waukechon said. “Everyone has a gift to offer, and 
figuring out what that is will help us each thrive.”

Of course, thriving comes through persistence, 
no matter the obstacle, or, to put it another way, 
poninitah.

Ryan Winn teaches communications, English and theater at the College of 
Menominee Nation. Visit www.menominee.edu for more information about 

the school.

M A R R I A G E S
SHAWANO COUNTY

Robert James Bowman and Sue Ann 
Marie Milanowski, both of Bowler, Nov. 
22, 2022.

Patrick Michael Brokiewicz, of the 
Town of Green Valley, and Christi Jo 
Tryon, of the Town of Washington, Dec. 
9, 2022.

Jimmy Coliadis, of the Town of 
Wescott, and Doris Rochelle Rottenegger, 
of Germany, Dec. 3, 2022.

Gregory Paul Galleske and Sahara Lee 
Ann Burr, both of Shawano, Dec. 10, 2022.

Derek Thomas Hoffman and Riley Ann 
Worzalla, both of Aniwa, Nov. 12, 2022.

Cooper Michael Jacobs and Eva Paye 
Thomas, both of the Town of Morgan, 
Dec. 16, 2022.

Kyle Lee Kaufert, of Milwaukee, and 
Reanne Eleanor Strauss, of the Town of 
Wescott, Jan. 11, 2023.

Dylan James Konitzer and Lea Marie 
Katzenmeyer, both of the Town of Belle 
Plaine, Dec. 11, 2022.

Peter George Lenss and Annette 
Clarice Zernicke, both of the Town of 
Waukechon, Nov. 12, 2022.

Michael Jay Magee and Jessica Lynn 
Tipton, both of Bonduel, Nov. 12, 2022.

Rick Arthur Shadick and Lynette Bea-
trice Roff, both of Shawano, Dec. 17, 2022.

Hays Gene Skalitzky, of the Town of 
Wescott, and Diana Marie Hancock, of 
Cecil, Dec. 5, 2022.

Adam Joseph Werner and Crystal 
Lynn Smet, both of the Town of Underhill, 

Dec. 8, 2022.

OCONTO COUNTY
Timothy Raymond Klug and Amy Jo 

Magee, both of the Town of Lakewood, 
Nov. 14, 2022.

Randall Robert Kellogg and Allyson 
Faye Britten, both of Suring, Nov. 15, 2022.

James William Anderson and Sarah 
Jane Hopkins, both of the Town of Pen-
saukee, Nov. 20, 2022.

Nicholas Lee Campbell and Theresa 
Aurelia Schulte, both of Oconto, Nov. 21, 
2022.

Geff Charles Galbari and Kimberly 
Sue Galuska, both of the Town of Little 
Suamico, Dec. 6, 2022.

Cory Richard Ashbeck and Abigail 
Barbara Ostrowski, both of the Town of 

Lakewood, Dec. 9, 2022.
Guy Lee Frantz and Cathy Jean Gib-

son, both of the Town of Brazeau, Nov. 22, 
2022.

Abelardo Garza Estavillo and Jennifer 
Jiyu Anzurez, both of Oconto Falls, Nov. 
25, 2022.

Aaron Charles Nearman and Terri 
Marie Baugnet, both of Oconto Falls, Dec. 
4, 2022.

John Paul Kummerer and Tamara 
Elizabeth Bougie, both of Suring, Dec. 9, 
2022.

Steven Gerard Strojny and Sierra Rae 
Demmith, both of Lena, Dec. 9, 2022.

Norman Moises Aguilar-Amaya and 
Ashley Jorleny Garay-Campos, both of 
Peshtigo, Dec. 10, 2022.

RYAN WINN

Beth Waukechon is the Indigenous wellness director for the College 
of Menominee Nation.� COLLEGE OF MENOMINEE NATION
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A R O U N D  T H E  CO M M U N I T Y
NOCTA raises trout for 
Wisconsin waterways
Northern Oconto County Trout 

Alliance (NOCTA) has reported 
another successful season of raising 
trout.

NOCTA operates in conjunction 
with the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources and the Lake-
wood Chamber of Commerce, using 
100% volunteer efforts to raise 
brook and brown trout from fin-
gerlings received from the DNR in 
late June to an average of 8 inches 
by planting time in late October. 
The labor of feeding the fish twice 
a day, weekly cleaning of tanks and 
testing water for five months was 
provided by 38 volunteers. Actual 
stocking by the DNR occurred Oct. 
26-27.

This was NOCTA’s seventh year 
in operation. Since starting in 2015, 
the organization has raised more 
than 140,000 trout for planting in 
Northeastern Wisconsin streams. 
This year, 15,000 brown trout and 
7,200 brook trout were raised. DNR 
fish biologists determine how many 
and where they are planted.

Funding for the $4,000 cost of 
fish food and necessary equipment 
each year is by donations from vari-
ous organizations and individuals. 
For information, contact NOCTA at 
P.O. Box 87, Lakewood, WI 54138, 
or call Dave Kalous at 715-850-1944.

Abrams Spotlight Productions 
Inc. will hold auditions Dec. 27-28 
for its spring musical, “Gypsy,” 
to be presented March 16-19 and 
March 23-26.

This musical, directed by Ali 
Carlson, calls for male and female 
roles, age 8 and older. No experi-
ence is necessary, and all are wel-
come to audition.

“Gypsy” is the tale of an ambi-
tious stage mother fighting for her 
daughters’ success, while secretly 
yearning for her own. Set all across 
America in the 1920s and 1930s, 
when Vaudeville was dying and 
burlesque was born, Arthur Lau-
rents’ landmark show explores the 
world of two-bit show business 
with brass, humor, heart, and so-
phistication.

The score by Jule Styne and Ste-
phen Sondheim includes songs like 
“Everything’s Coming Up Roses,” 
“Let Me Entertain You,” “Some 

People,” “If Momma Was Married,” 
“You Gotta Get A Gimmick,” and 
“Together Wherever We Go.”

Individuals will have two op-
portunities to audition: 6-8:30 p.m. 
Dec. 27 or Dec. 28, at the Nancy 
Byng Community Theater, 5852 
Maple St., Abrams. Individuals who 
audition should come prepared to 
sing 24-32 bars of a song, preferably 
from a musical. They can sing aca-
pella or play music on their phone. 
The auditions will also include a 
reading from the script and a group 
choreography number. Comfort-
able clothing and shoes are recom-
mended.

Rehearsals will start the first 
week in January and will be mainly 
on Sunday, Tuesday, and Thursday 
evenings.

Tickets for “Gypsy” go on sale 
Jan. 16. However, season ticket 
holders and Spotlight Sponsors can 
purchase tickets before the general 

public. To purchase season tickets 
or become a Spotlight Sponsor, 
visit www.abramstheater.com or 
call the box office, 920-826-5852.

Josh Brokiewicz, sales repre-
sentative with Exit Elite Realty in 
Shawano, was honored with the 
Bronze Award by Exit Realty Corp. 
International recently at the Omni 
Amelia Island Plantation Resort 
near Jacksonville, Florida.

The award was given in recogni-
tion of closing between 25 and 49 
real estate transaction sides during 
the production year July 1, 2021, to 
June 30, 2022.

“The real estate professionals 
who put the needs of their clients 
first and who can pivot to meet 
those needs in a changing economy 
will always succeed,” said Tami 

Bonnell, co-chairwoman of Exit 
Realty Corp. International. “It’s 
because of the hard work and dedi-
cation of our agents and brokerage 
owners that Exit has continued to 
thrive and expand across the U.S. 
and Canada. We are proud of their 
accomplishments, and we extend 
our best wishes for their continued 
success.”

The Tri-County United Way 
announced recently it has hired Al-
lison Hummel as a new community 
care specialist.

Hummel has more than 10 years 
of experience in website manage-
ment and record-keeping and will 
provide a wide range of support to 
the organization.

“I am excited to have Allison join 
the team, as she brings a tremen-
dous passion for helping people 
to this role,” said Kevin Malnor, 
Tri-County United Way executive 
director.

The Tri-County United Way 
serves Oconto County, along with 
Marinette County and Menominee 
County, Michigan.

For information, contact Malnor 
at kevin@tcunitedway.org.

The Lena Lions Club honored 
Quinlan Earley, son of Kimberly 
and Jamie Earley, as the December 
Student of the Month.

Earley is a senior at Lena High 
School, where his 
friends describe 
him as a solid 
unit, unique, 
caring and smart. 
His hobbies 
include fishing, 
working out and 
hanging out with 
friends.

Earley’s com-
munity activity is 

helping at the Lena Lions Dairyfest. 
His work experience is working at 
the A&W Restaurant in the Town of 
Stiles as a team leader.

Earley plans to attend college in 
the future.

Around the Community is a roundup on local events, 
honors, awards and more. Organizations interested 

in sending news about what they’re involved with can 
contact NEW Media at news@newmedia-wi.com. Items 

with a specific date like an event should be sent at 
least two weeks before it takes place.

ASPI looking for good 
‘Gypsy,’ supporting cast

More than a dozen trout are being removed from a rearing tank to be placed in a Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources fish stocking truck.� CONTRIBUTED

Exit Elite Realty rep 
receives bronze award

United Way hires Hummel 
for community care post

Lions name December 
Student of the Month

QUINLAN EARLEY
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Team cannot afford another lossTeam cannot afford another loss

PAGE 2PAGE 2

Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers, middle, smiles as he talks with tight end Robert Tonyan, left, and running back Patrick Taylor on Dec. 4 in Chicago.� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA



Believe it or not, the Green Bay 
Packers are still alive in the NFC play-
off picture, as they enter a must-win 
matchup against the Los Angeles Rams 
in week 15.

Green Bay currently has a 6% 
chance to make the playoffs. While 
that may seem low, there are realistic 
opportunities for the Packers to sneak 
into the playoffs. It all starts with the 
Packers winning the rest of its games.

If that doesn’t happen, none of the 
following scenarios has much signifi-
cance.

“Every season is different, and 
every season is new,” said Packers 
General Manager Brian Gutekunst, on 
his thoughts on the Packers’ season. 
“Obviously we had some moving 
pieces heading into the season — it has 
just taken us a little while to gel.”

With three wild card spots avail-
able, Green Bay is currently in the No. 
10 seed in the NFC. Seattle and Detroit 
occupy the two spots ahead of the 
Packers.

Dallas, Washington and the New 
York Giants are the teams that now sit 
in the three available wild card spots. 
With the Philadelphia Eagles owning 
a 12-1 record and the Cowboys owning 
a 10-3 record, it seems likely that the 
Cowboys (or the Eagles, if they col-
lapse) will take one of those spots.

That leaves two spots open. The 
headache comes in week 15 as the 
Giants and Commanders, who tied 
earlier this year, meet again. Whoever 
wins this game will need to tally just 
one more victory to guarantee place-
ment ahead of the Packers, even if 
Green Bay were to win out.

Whoever loses this game, though, 
would need to lose two more games, 
with the Packers winning out, for the 
Packers to jump ahead of them.

The Seahawks are in an interest-
ing spot in regard to Green Bay. On its 
schedule, Seattle still has yet to play 
the San Francisco 49ers, Kansas City 
Chiefs and New York Jets. Those are 
not exactly easy games.

If Seattle goes 2-2 over that stretch, 
they would finish 9-8, which would 
move the Packers ahead, due to tie-
breakers.

The other team that is lurking 
around the playoffs is the Detroit 
Lions. This one is a little trickier than 

Seattle, as the Lions are a division rival 
and have a win over Green Bay already 
this year.

Moving forward, the Lions have the 
Jets, Panthers, Bears and Packers on 
their schedule, which is not exactly the 
hardest schedule of all time.

If the Lions and Packers both win 
their next three games, then a week 18 
matchup at Lambeau Field may have 
a lot more significance than fans had 
anticipated. If the Packers were to beat 
the Lions in that game, the Packers 
would own the tiebreaker over Detroit.

Once again, those scenarios don’t 
matter if Green Bay does not win the 
rest of its games.

“I think that there has been some 
positive signs as of late, and we just 
need to continue to be more consis-
tent,” said Gutekunst, alluding to the 
offense’s improvement as the team 
looks for a playoff push.

So what happens if Green Bay loses 
one more game? If that game is against 
the Rams, somehow Green Bay is still 
not out of the playoffs; however its 
chances of making the playoffs drop to 
below 1%. It seems unlikely that all of 
those scenarios go Green Bay’s way, so 
if they do lose that Rams game, can we 
expect to see a little bit more of Jordan 
Love?

Aaron Rodgers has been play-
ing most of the season with a broken 

thumb, so it makes some sort of sense 
to put the veteran quarterback on 
injured reserve and let Love run the 
offense with Rodgers coaching from 
the sideline.

That also brings into question 
what the Rodgers’ decision will be 
in the offseason. Will the 39-year old 
quarterback want to finish out the last 
season of his contract in Green Bay? 
Will he go to a different team? Or, will 
he retire?

With $50 million sitting on the table 
for Rodgers, it may be too tempting to 
return to Green Bay next year. That 
once again leads to the Jordan Love 
situation.

“I don’t really want to take my mind 
there, but as long as we are mathemati-
cally alive, I’d like to be out there,” 
said Rodgers, after the week 12 loss to 
Philadelphia. “There are obviously a 
lot of other conversations that come 
into play once you are eliminated, and 
I’ll be open to all of those conversa-
tions.”

If Rodgers does in fact return to 
Green Bay, then the Packers are faced 
with the same dilemma as last offsea-
son — what do we have in Love?

The Packers traded up to draft the 
Utah State quarterback in the first 
round, leading many to believe that 
Love was going to be groomed into 
Rodgers’ successor. Since Love was 

drafted in 2020, Rodgers has led two 
MVP campaigns and three straight 
playoff seasons.

Is a broken thumb and lackluster 
season from players around Rodgers 
enough for Rodgers to leave? Prob-
ably not, considering he is the longest 
tenured Packer of all time.

“That is an offseason kind of deci-
sion, but surely we want all of our guys 
back,” said Gutekunst about Rodgers 
returning next year. “Like we have 
talked about in the past — this is some-
thing where we will sit down with him 
after the season, and it will be some-
thing that we do together.”

That’s why Love needs to play this 
season if the Packers lose one more 
game. Coaches have seen bits and 
pieces of Love, but not in any high-
pressure or real NFL situations. He is 
also only signed through four years, 
with a team decision on the fifth year.

If Rodgers were to play again next 
year, that would mean that Love would 
have been a first-round draft pick that 
hadn’t really got an opportunity to 
start in his first four years in the NFL. 
At some point, young players need to 
get time to develop and if Love doesn’t 
get that this year, it could have a last-
ing impact on not only the Packers, but 
on Love’s whole career.
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Green Bay has 6% chance to make playoffs
Does team start 

Love at all?
By LUKE REIMER

Reporter

Packers running backs A.J. Dillon, left, and Aaron Jones embrace during a game held Dec. 4 in Chicago.� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

lreimer@newmedia-wi.com
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Active
#	 NAME 	 POS. 	 HT. 	 WT. 	 AGE 	 EXP. 	 COLLEGE
2 	 Mason Crosby 	 K 	 6-1 	 207 	 38 	 16 	 Colorado
6 	 Dallin Leavitt 	 S 	 5-10 	 195 	 28 	 4 	 Utah State
7 	 Quay Walker 	 LB 	 6-4 	 241 	 22 	 R 	 Georgia
9 	 Christian Watson 	 WR 	 6-5 	 208 	 23 	 R 	 North Dakota State
10 	 Jordan Love 	 QB 	 6-4 	 219 	 24 	 3 	 Utah State
11 	 Sammy Watkins 	 WR 	 6-1 	 211 	 29 	 9 	 Clemson
12 	 Aaron Rodgers 	 QB 	 6-2 	 225 	 39 	 18 	 California
13 	 Allen Lazard 	 WR 	 6-5 	 227 	 27 	 4 	 Iowa State
16 	 Pat O’Donnell 	 P 	 6-4 	 220 	 31 	 9 	 Miami
18 	 Randall Cobb 	 WR 	 5-10 	 195 	 32 	 12 	 Kentucky
20 	Rudy Ford 	 S 	 6-0 	 200 	 28 	 6 	 Auburn
22 	 Shemar Jean-Charles 	 CB 	 5-10 	 184 	 24 	 2 	 Appalachian State
23 	 Jaire Alexander 	 CB 	 5-10 	 196 	 25 	 5 	 Louisville
24 	 Tariq Carpenter 	 S 	 6-3 	 230 	 23 	 R 	 Georgia Tech
25 	 Keisean Nixon 	 CB 	 5-10 	 200 	 25 	 4 	 South Carolina
26 	 Darnell Savage 	 S 	 5-11 	 198 	 25 	 4 	 Maryland
28 	 AJ Dillon 	 RB 	 6-0 	 247 	 24 	 3 	 Boston College
29 	 Rasul Douglas 	 CB 	 6-2 	 209 	 27 	 6 	 West Virginia
31 	 Adrian Amos 	 S 	 6-0 	 214 	 29 	 8 	 Penn State
33 	 Aaron Jones 	 RB 	 5-9 	 208 	 28 	 6 	 Texas-El Paso
35 	 Corey Ballentine 	 CB 	 5-11 	 196 	 26 	 4 	 Washburn
38 	 Innis Gaines 	 S 	 6-1 	 202 	 24 	 1 	 TCU 
45 	 Eric Wilson 	 LB 	 6-1 	 230 	 28 	 6 	 Cincinnati
47 	 Justin Hollins 	 LB 	 6-5 	 248 	 26 	 4 	 Oregon
50 	Zach Tom 	 OL 	 6-4 	 304 	 23 	 R 	 Wake Forest
51 	 Krys Barnes 	 LB 	 6-2 	 229 	 24 	 3 	 UCLA
53 	 Jonathan Garvin 	 LB 	 6-4 	 257 	 23 	 3 	 Miami
55 	 Kingsley Enagbare 	 LB 	 6-4 	 258 	 22 	 R 	 South Carolina
56 	 Jack Coco 	 LS 	 6-2 	 248 	 24 	 R 	 Georgia Tech
58 	 Isaiah McDuffie 	 LB 	 6-1 	 227 	 23 	 2 	 Boston College
59 	 De’Vondre Campbell 	 LB 	 6-3 	 232 	 29 	 7 	 Minnesota
63 	 Rasheed Walker 	 T 	 6-6 	 324 	 22 	 R 	 Penn State
69 	David Bakhtiari 	 T 	 6-4 	 310 	 31 	 10 	 Colorado
70 	Royce Newman 	 T/G 	 6-5 	 310 	 25 	 2 	 Mississippi
71 	 Josh Myers 	 C/G 	 6-5 	 310 	 24 	 2 	 Ohio State
73 	 Yosh Nijman 	 T 	 6-7 	 314 	 26 	 3 	 Virginia Tech
74 	 Elgton Jenkins 	 G 	 6-5 	 311 	 26 	 4 	 Mississippi State
76 	 Jon Runyan 	 G 	 6-4 	 307 	 25 	 3 	 Michigan

78 	 Luke Tenuta 	 T 	 6-8 	 314 	 23 	 R 	 Virginia Tech
81 	 Josiah Deguara 	 TE 	 6-2 	 238 	 25 	 3 	 Cincinnati
83 	 Samori Toure 	 WR 	 6-1 	 191 	 24 	 R 	 Nebraska
84	 Tyler Davis 	 TE 	 6-4 	 252 	 25 	 3 	 Georgia Tech
85 	 Robert Tonyan 	 TE 	 6-5 	 240 	 28 	 5 	 Indiana State
87 	 Romeo Doubs 	 WR 	 6-2 	 204 	 22 	 R 	 Nevada
89 	Marcedes Lewis 	 TE 	 6-6 	 267 	 38 	 17 	 UCLA
90 	Jarran Reed 	 DL 	 6-3 	 307 	 29 	 7 	 Alabama
91 	 Preston Smith 	 LB 	 6-5 	 265 	 30 	 8 	 Mississippi State
93 	 T.J. Slaton 	 DL 	 6-4 	 330 	 25 	 2 	 Florida
94 	 Dean Lowry 	 DL 	 6-6 	 296 	 28 	 7 	 Northwestern
95 	 Devonte Wyatt 	 DL 	 6-3 	 304 	 24 	 R 	 Georgia
97 	 Kenny Clark 	 DL 	 6-3 	 314 	 27 	 7 	 UCLA
99 	 Jonathan Ford 	 DL 	 6-5 	 338 	 24 	 R 	 Miami
Reserve/Injured
21 	 Eric Stokes 	 CB 	 6-0 	 194 	 23 	 2 	 Georgia
40 	Tipa Galeai 	 LB 	 6-5 	 229 	 25 	 2 	 Utah State
52 	 Rashan Gary 	 LB 	 6-5 	 277 	 25 	 4 	 Michigan
67 	 Jake Hanson 	 C 	 6-4 	 296 	 25 	 2 	 Oregon
Reserve/Non-Football Illness
72 	 Caleb Jones 	 T 	 6-9 	 370 	 23 	 R 	 Indiana
Reserve/Suspended by Commissioner
75 	 Sean Rhyan 	 T/G 	 6-5 	 321 	 22 	 R 	 UCLA
Practice Squad
17 	 Ramiz Ahmed 	 K 	 5-11 	 193 	 27 	 1 	 Nevada
19 	 Danny Etling 	 QB 	 6-3 	 222 	 28 	 1 	 LSU
27 	 Patrick Taylor 	 RB 	 6-2 	 217 	 24 	 2 	 Memphis
34 	 Micah Abernathy 	 S 	 6-0 	 195 	 25 	 1 	 Tennessee
39 	 Tyler Goodson 	 RB 	 5-9 	 197 	 22 	 R 	 Iowa
43 	 Kiondre Thomas 	 CB 	 6-0 	 186 	 24 	 1 	 Kansas State
46 	Nick Guggemos 	 TE 	 6-5 	 247 	 26 	 1 	 University of St. Thomas
48 	DQ Thomas 	 LB 	 6-2 	 216 	 24 	 R 	 Middle Tennessee State
54 	 La’Darius Hamilton 	 LB 	 6-2 	 261 	 24 	 2 	 North Texas
57 	 Tim Ward 	 LB 	 6-6 	 255 	 25 	 3 	 Old Dominion 
80 	Dede Westbrook 	 WR 	 6-0 	 178 	 29 	 6 	 Oklahoma
82 	 Jeff Cotton 	 WR 	 6-2 	 206 	 25 	 1 	 Idaho
86 	Travis Fulgham 	 WR 	 6-2 	 211 	 27 	 3 	 Old Dominion
88 	 Juwann Winfree 	 WR 	 6-1 	 210 	 26 	 3 	 Colorado
96 	 Jack Heflin 	 DL 	 6-3 	 304 	 24 	 2 	 Iowa
98 	Chris Slayton 	 DL 	 6-4 	 307 	 26 	 1 	 Syracuse
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Active
#	 NAME 	 POS. 	 HT. 	 WT. 	 AGE 	 EXP. 	 COLLEGE
2 	 Troy Hill 	 CB 	 5-11 	 180 	 31 	 7 	 Oregon
3 	 Cam Akers 	 RB 	 5-10	 217 	 23 	 2 	 Florida State
5 	 Jalen Ramsey 	 DB 	 6-1 	 208 	 28 	 7 	 Florida State
6 	 Derion Kendrick 	 CB 	 6-0 	 190 	 22 	 R 	 Georgia
8 	 Matt Gay 	 K 	 6-0 	 232 	 28 	 4 	 Utah
11 	 Riley Dixon 	 P 	 6-4 	 221 	 29 	 7 	 Syracuse
12 	 Van Jefferson 	 WR 	 6-1 	 200 	 26 	 3 	 Florida
13 	 John Wolford 	 QB 	 6-1 	 200 	 27 	 3 	 Wake Forest
14 	 Cobie Durant 	 DB 	 5-11 	 180 	 24 	 R 	 South Carolina State
15 	 Tutu Atwell 	 WR 	 5-9 	 165 	 23 	 2	 Louisville
16 	 Bryce Perkins 	 QB 	 6-3 	 214 	 25 	 2 	 Virginia
17 	 Baker Mayfield 	 QB 	 6-1 	 215 	 27 	 5 	 Oklahoma
18 	 Ben Skowronek 	 WR 	 6-3 	 224 	 25 	 2 	 Notre Dame
19 	 Brandon Powell 	 WR 	 5-8 	 181 	 27 	 5 	 Florida
21 	 Russ Yeast 	 S 	 5-10 	 195 	 23 	 R 	 Kansas State
22 	 David Long Jr. 	 DB 	 5-11 	 196 	 24 	 4	 Michigan
23 	 Kyren Williams 	 RB 	 5-9 	 194 	 22 	 R 	 Notre Dame
24 	 Taylor Rapp 	 DB 	 6-0 	 208 	 24 	 4 	 Washington
30 	Ronnie Rivers 	 RB 	 5-9 	 195 	 23 	 R	 Fresno State
31 	 Robert Rochell 	 DB 	 6-2 	 195 	 24 	 2 	 Central Arkansas
32 	 Travin Howard 	 ILB 	 6-1 	 219 	 26 	 4	 TCU
33 	 Nick Scott 	 DB 	 5-11 	 201 	 27 	 4	 Penn State
37 	 Quentin Lake 	 S 	 6-1 	 201 	 23 	 R	 UCLA
38 	 Shaun Jolly 	 DB 	 5-9 	 180 	 24 	 R 	 Appalachian State
42 	 Matthew Orzech 	 LS 	 6-3 	 245 	 27 	 3 	 Azusa Pacific
43 	 Jake Gervase 	 LB 	 6-1 	 212 	 27 	 2 	 Iowa
44 	Daniel Hardy 	 OLB 	 6-3 	 240 	 23 	 R 	 Montana State
45 	 Bobby Wagner 	 LB 	 6-0 	 241 	 32 	 11 	 Utah State
52 	 Terrell Lewis 	 LB 	 6-5 	 262 	 24 	 3 	 Alabama
53 	 Ernest Jones 	 LB 	 6-2 	 230 	 23 	 2	 South Carolina
54 	 Leonard Floyd 	 LB 	 6-5 	 240 	 30 	 7 	 Georgia
55 	 Brian Allen 	 C 	 6-2 	 303 	 27 	 5 	 Michigan State
56 	 Christian Rozeboom 	 LB 	 6-2 	 230 	 25 	 2 	 South Dakota State
57 	 Zach Thomas 	 OT 	 6-5 	 300 	 24 	 R 	 San Diego State
61 	 AJ Arcuri 	 OT 	 6-7 	 320 	 25 	 R 	 Michigan State
63 	 Oday Aboushi 	 G 	 6-5 	 315 	 31 	 10 	 Virginia
64 	Matt Skura 	 C 	 6-3 	 313 	 29 	 6 	 Duke
65 	 Coleman Shelton 	 G 	 6-4 	 299 	 27 	 4 	 Washington
68 	Ty Nsekhe 	 OT 	 6-8 	 325 	 37 	 8 	 Texas State-San Marcos
71 	 Bobby Evans 	 OT 	 6-4 	 312 	 25 	 4 	 Oklahoma
79 	 Rob Havenstein 	 OT 	 6-8 	 330 	 30 	 8 	 Wisconsin

81 	 Austin Trammell 	 WR 	 5-10 	 185 	 24 	 1 	 Rice
82 	 Lance McCutcheon 	 WR 	 6-3 	 202 	 23 	 R 	 Montana State
87 	 Jacob Harris 	 WR 	 6-5 	 211 	 25 	 2 	 UCF
88 	Brycen Hopkins 	 TE 	 6-4 	 245 	 25 	 3 	 Purdue
89 	Tyler Higbee 	 TE 	 6-6 	 255 	 29 	 7 	 Western Kentucky
90 	Earnest Brown IV 	 DE 	 6-5 	 270 	 23 	 1 	 Northwestern
91 	 Greg Gaines 	 DT 	 6-1 	 312 	 26 	 4 	 Washington
92 	 Jonah Williams 	 DT 	 6-5 	 275 	 27 	 2 	 Weber State
93	 Marquise Copeland 	 DT 	 6-2 	 287 	 25 	 2 	 Cincinnati
95 	 Bobby Brown III 	 DT 	 6-4 	 324 	 22 	 2 	 Texas A&M
96 	Keir Thomas 	 OLB 	 6-2 	 275 	 24 	 R 	 Florida State
97 	 Michael Hoecht 	 DT 	 6-4 	 310 	 25 	 2 	 Brown
99 	Aaron Donald 	 DL 	 6-1 	 280 	 31 	 9 	 Pittsburgh
Reserve/Injured
1 	 Allen Robinson II	  WR 	 6-2 	 210 	 29 	 9 	 Penn State
4 	 Jordan Fuller 	 DB 	 6-2 	 203 	 24 	 3 	 Ohio State
9 	 Matthew Stafford 	 QB 	 6-3 	 220 	 34 	 14 	 Georgia
10 	 Cooper Kupp 	 WR 	 6-2 	 208 	 29 	 6 	 Eastern Washington
35 	 Jake Hummel 	 ILB 	 6-1 	 235 	 23 	 R 	 Iowa State
36 	 Grant Haley 	 DB 	 5-9 	 190 	 26 	 3 	 Penn State
60 	Logan Bruss 	 G 	 6-5 	 309 	 24 	 R 	 Wisconsin
67 	 Chandler Brewer 	 OT 	 6-6 	 320 	 25 	 2 	 Middle Tennessee State
70 	 Joe Noteboom 	 OT 	 6-5 	 321 	 27 	 5 	 TCU
72 	 Tremayne Anchrum Jr. 	OT 	 6-2 	 314 	 24 	 3 	 Clemson
77 	 Alaric Jackson 	 OL 	 6-7 	 285 	 24 	 2 	 Iowa
94 	 A’Shawn Robinson 	 DT 	 6-4 	 330 	 27 	 7 	 Alabama
Reserve/Injured; Designated to Return
73 	 David Edwards 	 G 	 6-6 	 308 	 25 	 4 	 Wisconsin
Practice Squad
0 	 Jaquarii Roberson 	 WR 	 6-1 	 182 	 24 	 R 	 Wake Forest
17 	 Case Cookus 	 QB 	 6-4 	 205 	 27 	 1 	 Northern Arizona
20 	TJ Carter 	 CB 	 5-11 	 193 	 23 	 R 	 TCU
46 	Jared Pinkney 	 TE 	 6-4 	 257 	 25 	 1 	 Vanderbilt
49 	Roger Carter Jr. 	 TE 	 6-2 	 250 	 23 	 R 	 Georgia State
51 	 Zach VanValkenburg 	 DL 	 6-4 	 263 	 24 	 R	  Iowa
62 	 Jeremiah Kolone 	 G 	 6-3 	 316 	 28 	 1 	 San Jose State
66 	Max Pircher 	 OT 	 6-7 	 300 	 23 	 1 	 Italy
68 	T.J. Carter 	 DE 	 6-4 	 289 	 24 	 1 	 Kentucky
69 	Elijah Garcia 	 DL 	 6-5 	 302 	 24 	 R 	 Rice
98 	Brayden Thomas 	 OLB 	 6-3 	 260 	 24 	 R 	 North Dakota State
Practice Squad/Veteran Protected
50 	Cole Toner 	 G 	 6-5 	 300 	 28 	 5 	 Harvard
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FYI
Rosters and depth charts are accurate as of 

Dec. 12, 11:45 a.m.

DE

CRG LGRT LT
Yosh Nijman

Rasheed Walker
Jon Runyan

Royce Newman
Josh Myers
Zach Tom

Elgton Jenkins
Royce Newman

David Bakhtiari
Zach Tom

WR

TE

WR

Marcedes Lewis 
Robert Tonyan

Christian Watson
Sammy Watkins

Randall Cobb
Samori Toure

WR
Allen Lazard

Romeo Doubs

QB

Aaron Rodgers
Jordan Love

RB

Aaron Jones
A.J. Dillon

Dean Lowry 
Devonte Wyatt

Kenny Clark
T.J. Slaton

Jarran Reed
Devonte Wyatt

Preston Smith
Jonathan Garvin

De’Vondre Campbell
Isaiah McDuffie

Quay Walker
Krys Barnes

Kingsley Enagbare
Justin Hollins

Rasul Douglas
Shemar Jean-Charles

Jaire Alexander
Keisean Nixon

Adrian Amos
Dallin Leavitt

Darnell Savage
Rudy Ford

NT DE

OLB ILB ILB OLB

CB CB

S S

OFFENSE

DEFENSE

PA C K E R S  D E P T H  C H A RTG A M E  V I TA L S
GREEN BAY PACKERS (5-8) 

VS. LOS ANGELES RAMS (4-9)
WHEN: 7:15 p.m. Monday
WHERE: Lambeau Field
TV: ESPN/ABC
RADIO: 620 AM (WTMJ), Sirius 

Satellite Radio (WTMJ feed)

T H E  S E R I E S
Packers vs. Rams
All-time, regular season: 46-46-2
All-time, postseason: 2-1
All-time, at Packers: 31-19
Streaks: While the all-time series is 

just about deadlocked, the Green Bay 
Packers have dominated the Rams of 
late. Green Bay has won seven of the 
last eight meetings and eight of the last 
10. The Packers last home loss to the 
Rams came way back in 2006.

Last meeting, regular season: 
Nov. 28, 2021, Packers won 36-28 at 
Lambeau Field in Green Bay. Aaron 
Rodgers threw for 307 yards and two 
scores and also rushed for a touch-
down. Rasul Douglas had a big pick-6 
in the second half.

S C H E D U L E
Date 	 Opponent 	 Time 	 TV
Sept. 11 	 at Minnesota 	 Loss 23-7
Sept. 18 	 vs. Chicago 	 Win 27-10
Sept. 25 	at Tampa Bay 	 Win 14-12
Oct. 2 	 vs. New England 	 Win 27-24 (OT)
Oct. 9 	 vs. N.Y. Giants (London)	 Loss 27-22
Oct. 16 	 vs. N.Y. Jets 	 Loss 27-10
Oct. 23 	 at Washington 	 Loss 23-21
Oct. 30 	 at Buffalo 	 Loss 27-17
Nov. 6 	 at Detroit 	 Loss 15-9
Nov. 13 	 vs. Dallas 	 Win 31-28
Nov. 17 	 vs. Tennessee 	 Loss 27-17
Nov. 27 	 at Philadelphia 	 Loss 40-33
Dec. 4 	 at Chicago 	 Win 28-19
Bye week
Dec. 19 	 vs. L.A. Rams 	 7:15 p.m. 	 ESPN
Dec. 25 	 at Miami 	 noon 	 FOX
Jan. 1 	 vs. Minnesota 	 3:25 p.m. 	 CBS
Jan. 7/8 	 vs. Detroit 	 TBD 	 TBD



FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2022  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE 7

Ma s t e r Br e w e r aa r o n Gi l l i n G

EXCLUSIVELY IN SHAWANO EXCLUSIVELY IN SHAWANO 
Available at these locations

Charlies Country Market, Stubborn 
Brothers Brewery, And The Stock Market

JOIN THE CLUB JOIN THE CLUB 
AARON GILLING

RETURN OF A CLASSICRETURN OF A CLASSIC STUBBORN BROTHERS BREWERY

Shawano Club PilsnerShawano Club Pilsner
B R E W E D  I N  1 9 1 4  &  N OW  2 0 2 2B R E W E D  I N  1 9 1 4  &  N OW  2 0 2 2

NFC
East
Team 	 W 	 L 	 T
Philadelphia 	 12 	 1 	 0
Dallas 	 10 	 3 	 0
Washington 	 7 	 5 	 1
N.Y. Giants 	 7 	 5 	 1
North
Team 	 W 	 L 	 T
Minnesota 	 10 	 3 	 0
Detroit 	 6 	 7 	 0
Green Bay 	 5 	 8 	 0
Chicago 	 3 	 10 	0
South
Team 	 W 	 L 	 T
Tampa Bay 	 6 	 7 	 0
Carolina 	 5 	 8 	 0
Atlanta 	 5 	 8 	 0
New Orleans 	 4 	 9 	 0
West
Team 	 W 	 L 	 T
San Francisco 	9 	 4 	 0
Seattle 	 7 	 6 	 0
Arizona 	 4 	 9 	 0
L.A. Rams 	 4 	 9 	 0

AFC
East	
Team 	 W 	 L 	 T
Buffalo 	 10 	 3 	 0
Miami 	 8 	 5 	 0
New England 	 7 	 6 	 0
N.Y. Jets 	 7 	 6 	 0
North
Team 	 W 	 L 	 T
Baltimore 	 9 	 4 	 0
Cincinnati 	 9 	 4 	 0
Cleveland 	 5 	 8 	 0
Pittsburgh 	 5 	 8 	 0
South
Team 	 W 	 L 	 T
Tennessee 	 7 	 6 	 0
Jacksonville 	 5 	 8 	 0
Indianapolis 	 4 	 8 	 1
Houston 	 1 	 11 	 1
West
Team 	 W 	 L 	 T
Kansas City 	 10 	 3 	 0
L.A. Chargers 	 7 	 6 	 0
Las Vegas 	 5 	 8 	 0
Denver 	 3 	 10 	0

S C H E D U L E

STA N D I N G S

Thursday’s Game
San Francisco at Seattle, 7:15 p.m.
Saturday’s Games
Indianapolis at Minnesota, noon
Baltimore at Cleveland, 3:30 p.m.
Miami at Buffalo, 7:15 p.m.
Sunday’s Games
Atlanta at New Orleans, noon
Pittsburgh at Carolina, noon
Philadelphia at Chicago, noon
Kansas City at Houston, noon
Dallas at Jacksonville, noon
Detroit at N.Y. Jets, noon
Arizona at Denver, 3:05 p.m.
New England at Las Vegas, 3:05 p.m.
Tennessee at L.A. Chargers, 3:25 p.m.
Cincinnati at Tampa Bay, 3:25 p.m.
N.Y. Giants at Washington, 7:20 p.m.
Monday’s Game
L.A. Rams at Green Bay, 7:15 p.m.
Next Thursday’s Game
Jacksonville at N.Y. Jets, 7:15 p.m.

DE

CRG LGRT LT
Rob Havenstein Coleman Shelton

Oday Aboushi
Brian Allen Matt Skura

Bobby Evans
AJ Arcuri
Ty Nsekhe

WR

TE

WR

Tyler Higbee
Brycen Hopkins

Tutu Atwell
Lance McCutcheon

Lance McCutcheon
Austin Trammell

WR
Van Jefferson

Ben Skowronek

QB

Baker Mayfield
John Wolford

RB

Cam Akers
Kyren Williams

Marquise Copeland Greg Gaines
Jonah Williams

Aaron Donald

Terrell Lewis
Daniel Hardy

Ernest Jones
Travin Howard

Bobby Wagner
Christian Rozeboom

Leonard Floyd
Michael Hoecht

Derion Kendrick
Robert Rochell

Jalen Ramsey
David Long Jr.

Taylor Rapp
Russ Yeast

Nick Scott
Quentin Lake

NT DT

OLB ILB ILB OLB

CB CB

S S

OFFENSE

DEFENSE

R A M S  D E P T H  C H A RT



There are plenty of reasons why 
the Green Bay Packers won’t reach 
this year’s playoffs. First, the obvi-
ous one: They’re 5-8 and in 10th 
place in the NFC standings with 
four games to go. That’s too many 
losses and probably not enough 
games to catch up.

The defense is perhaps the most 
underachieving unit in the NFL. 
The special teams have been a 
disappointment. Aaron Rodgers has 
rarely played at his customary MVP 
level.

Can a team that needed to 
outscore the woeful Chicago Bears 
18-0 in the fourth quarter before the 
bye sweep through the Los Angeles 
Rams (4-9), Miami Dolphins (8-5), 
Minnesota Vikings (10-3) and De-
troit Lions (6-7)?

The defending Super Bowl-
champion Rams are huge under-
achievers, too, but new quarterback 
Baker Mayfield gave them a jolt last 
week. 

The Dolphins are 5-1 at home 
and will have a two-day rest advan-
tage. 

The Vikings will have an extra 
day of rest. The Lions have won 
five of six.

Nonetheless, Green Bay’s come-
from-behind win at Chicago meant 
it still had a pulse. Losses on Sun-
day by the New York Giants and 
Seattle Seahawks, two teams ahead 
of the Packers in the wild card 
standings, gave added strength to 
their heartbeat. 

The Dallas Cowboys (10-3) have 
one wild-card spot locked up but 
the final two spots, held by the 
Washington Commanders and Gi-
ants with their 7-5-1 records, are 
within sight.

“Obviously heading into the 
season, being the No. 1 seed the 
last two seasons leading into this 
season, a lot of high hopes,” general 
manager Brian Gutekunst said last 
week. 

“We were certainly expected to 
be competing for a championship, 
and we are still in it. If we’re able 
to dig our way back into this thing, 
we still feel like we have the ability 
to do that.”

Here are seven reasons why the 
Packers can make the playoffs.

Aaron Rodgers to Christian Watson
Everyone knew Green Bay’s of-

fense would be a “work in progress” 
following the offseason trade of 

Davante Adams. 
Quarterback Aaron Rodgers 

used that phrase throughout train-
ing camp. Thanks to the emerge of 
rookie receiver Christian Watson, 

that progress is showing up.
Through the first nine games, 

Green Bay was 27th in scoring 
with 17.1 points per game. It failed 
to reach 28 points in any of those 

games. It’s been a different story 
the last four games. With Watson 
supplying eight touchdowns, Green 
Bay is sixth in scoring with 27.3 
points per game. It’s scored at least 
28 in three of those four games.

With Aaron Jones and A.J. Dil-
lon, the Packers have been able to 
run the ball for most of the season. 
With the emergence of Watson, 
they have the big-play passing ele-
ment that was lacking during their 
first-half-of-the-season struggles.

December dominance
Under coach Matt LaFleur, the 

Packers are 15-1 in regular-season 
games played in December and 
January. 

Their lone loss came in last 
year’s meaningless finale at Detroit. 
Past performance isn’t indicative 
of future results, as the mandatory 
financial disclaimer states, but it 
does show the Packers have peaked 
at the right time and know how to 
handle the elements.

Starting with Monday night’s 
game against the Rams, the Pack-
ers will finish the season with 
three of their last four at Lambeau 
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By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

N OT E B O O K

Packers defensive back Keisean Nixon, center, attempts to tackle Chicago Bears quarterback Justin Fields on a quarterback-designed run on Dec. 4 in Chicago
� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers throws a pass during the team’s game against the Ten-
nessee Titans on Nov. 17 in Green Bay.� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA



Field. Last year’s playoff loss to 
San Francisco was a cold reminder 
that so-called Packers weather 
doesn’t guarantee anything, but it 
should be an advantage against the 
warm-weather Rams and the great-
indoors Vikings and Lions.

Takeaways
Joe Barry’s defense ranks 21st 

with 23.2 points per game. It’s all-
around bad, checking in at No. 30 in 
yards per carry and No. 21 in yards 
per passing attempt. It just hasn’t 
played to the preseason hype with 
any regularity.

However, after forcing five 
turnovers in the first seven games, 
Green Bay has produced 10 over the 
last six games.

Sixth-place Commanders
The Commanders (7-5-1) are 6-1-

1 in their last eight games. Howev-
er, they are 1-4-1 against teams with 
winning records, and three of their 
final four are against teams that are 
at least two games over .500. That 
includes a home game against the 
seventh-place Giants on Sunday. 
They are 25th in scoring, ranking 
27th in yards per rush, 26th in yards 
per pass and 27th on third down.

Remaining schedule: N.Y. Gi-

ants (7-5-1), at San Francisco (9-4), 
Cleveland (5-8), Dallas (10-3). Total: 
31-20-1 (.606).

Seventh-place Giants
The fading Giants face the 

toughest finishing schedule of any 
playoff contender. That stretch 
began with a 48-22 loss at home to 
the Eagles on Sunday. 

They are 1-4-1 in their last six 
games, with the victory being at 
home against the dreadful Texans. 
The Giants are 20th in scoring and 
can’t pass the ball a lick (28th in 
passing per game and 31st in sack 
percentage).

Remaining schedule: at Wash-
ington (7-5-1), at Minnesota (10-3), 
Indianapolis (4-8-1), at Philadelphia 
(12-1). Total: 33-17-2 (.654).

Eighth-place Seahawks
The Seahawks lost at home to 

Carolina on Sunday, their third 
loss in four games and a potentially 
fatal blow to their playoff chances 
considering they face the rampag-
ing 49ers this week and travel to 
the powerhouse Chiefs next week. 

While they play three of their last 
four at home, they’re only 6-8 in 
Seattle the last two years. Interest-
ingly, the NFC South doesn’t have a 
single team with a winning record, 
but the Seahawks went 0-4 against 
that division.

Remaining schedule: San Fran-
cisco (9-4), at Kansas City (10-3), 
N.Y. Jets (7-6), L.A. Rams (4-9). 
Total: 30-22 (.577).

Ninth-place Lions
Starting with their week nine 

victory over Green Bay, the Lions 
are 5-1 in their last six games with 

their only loss coming on Thanks-
giving against the juggernaut Bills. 
They are coming off a huge win 
over Minnesota.

While the Lions allowed Kirk 
Cousins to throw for 425 yards, 
including 223 to Justin Jefferson, 
Dalvin Cook was limited to 23 yards 
on 15 carries. Can a young team 
like the Lions finish the job despite 
finishing with three road games, 
including the finale at Lambeau?

Remaining schedule: at N.Y. Jets 
(7-6), at Carolina (5-8), Chicago (3-
10), at Green Bay (5-8). Total: 20-32 
(.385).
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CorrespondentsCorrespondents

Send a cover letter detailing your writing 
and photography experience and your 

fees, along with any clips you might 
have, to news@newmedia-wi.com. Put 

“Correspondent” in the header.

Correspondents serve as extra eyes and ears in the 
community to keep readers informed about all aspects 

of the place they call home, supplementing NEW 
Media’s print and online products. Self-starting writers 
and photographers work on a freelance basis. Currently, 

we have the following available:
• Oconto County correspondent needed to cover 

community events and tell feature stories in 
Gillett, Oconto Falls, Lena and Suring.

• Western Shawano County correspondent 
needed to tell feature stories and cover 

events in Wittenberg, Birnamwood, Tigerton, 
Aniwa, Mattoon and Bowler.

• Menominee County correspondent needed 
to cover events and tell feature stories on the 

Menominee Reservation.
• The sports editor needs correspondents 

to write about high school sporting 
events and take photos in Shawano, 

Menominee and/or Oconto counties.

ONLINE
More Green Bay Packers news and photos can be 

found online at www.newmedia-wi.com.
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The Green Bay Packers (5-8) will 
host the Los Angeles Rams (4-9) at 
7:15 p.m. on Monday at Lambeau Field 
in Green Bay. ESPN will televise the 
game.

History
In a series that dates to 1937, when 

the Packers trounced the Cleveland 
Rams 35-10, Green Bay holds a 48-47-2 
lead. That includes wins at Lambeau 
Field in the 2021 regular season and 
2020 playoffs.

In last year’s 36-28 victory, Green 
Bay pulled away in the third quarter 
behind a 5-yard touchdown reception 
by A.J. Dillon and a 33-yard pick-six by 
Rasul Douglas.

Coaches
Green Bay — Matt LaFleur, 44-18, 

fourth season. Los Angeles — Sean 
McVay, 59-35, sixth season.

When the Packers have the ball
The Los Angeles defense was the 

driving force behind its win in last 
year’s Super Bowl. Not this year.

The Rams are 16th with 22.8 
points allowed per game. They are a 
powerhouse against the run, ranking 
fourth with 3.98 yards per carry, and 
in the red zone, with a second-ranked 
touchdown rate of 41.5%. However, it’s 
22nd in passing per play, 23rd in sack 
percentage and 23rd on third down. 
During a six-game losing streak it 
snapped last week, the Rams allowed 
26-plus points five times.

The key to the game will be the 
status of All-Pro defensive tackle 
Aaron Donald. He was inactive for last 
Thursday’s victory over the Raiders 
due to a high-ankle sprain. He could 
return this week.

Donald is one of the greatest 
defensive linemen in NFL history. A 
Pro Bowler in each of his first eight 
seasons and an All-Pro the past seven, 
Donald ranks sixth among active play-
ers with 103 sacks. His streak of five 
consecutive seasons with 10-plus sacks 
is in jeopardy as he has only five in 11 
games this year. Nonetheless, he leads 
all interior defenders in PFF’s pass-
rush win rate. He paces the team with 
10 tackles for losses.

Greg Gaines and Marquise Cope-
land join Donald on the defensive line 
of the Rams’ 3-4 alignment. Gaines has 
three sacks.

Leonard Floyd and Terrell Lewis 
are the outside linebackers. Floyd, who 
had a combined 20 sacks the past two 
seasons, has five sacks and a team-high 
12 quarterback hits. With one sack, 

Lewis generally rushes from the right 
side. That means a matchup against 
Green Bay’s left tackle — perhaps Zach 
Tom with David Bakhtiari coming off 

an appendectomy.
Perennial All-Pro Bobby Wag-

ner and Ernest Jones are the inside 
linebackers. Wagner, the longtime 

Seahawks star, has been fabulous with 
111 tackles, five sacks, seven tackles for 
losses and four passes defensed. Jones 
is no slouch with 93 tackles.

At cornerback, All-Pro Jalen 
Ramsey is joined by Troy Hill. In 
nickel, Hill moves to the slot and 
fourth-round rookie Cobie Durant 
enters at corner. Ramsey, with one 
interception and 11 passes defensed, 
has been unusually vulnerable.

According to PFF, he’s allowed a 
68.7% catch rate and a league-high 
seven touchdowns. However, he 
helped limit Davante Adams to only 
three catches in his last game. Ramsey, 
the esteemed veteran, vs. the explosive 
Christian Watson would be a riveting 
matchup.

Taylor Rapp and Nick Scott are the 
safeties. Scott has two interceptions, 
five passes defensed and two forced 
fumbles. Rapp had a career-high four 
interceptions last year but only one 
this year.

When the Rams have the ball
When the Rams won the Super 

Bowl last year, the key to the offense 
was quarterback Matthew Stafford 
throwing passes to unstoppable re-
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Packers cornerback Rasul Douglas holds on to Bears running back David Montgomery as he looks for a short gain on Dec. 4 in Chicago.
� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

Green Bay Packers running back A.J. Dillon, left, tries to keep his footing on a run against the Philadel-
phia Eagles on Nov. 27 in Philadelphia.� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
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ceiver Cooper Kupp. Both players are 
on injured reserve. Stafford is out for 
the season with a neck injury.

Kupp — who topped 100 yards 
in five of his first eight games — is 
eligible to come off injured reserve this 
week following ankle surgery, but that 
seems unlikely given the state of the 
Rams’ season.

The Rams last week claimed quar-
terback Baker Mayfield off waivers. A 
few days later, he came off the bench 
to lead a come-from-behind victory 
over the Raiders by guiding a game-
winning, 98-yard touchdown drive. 
He was 22-of-35 passing for 230 yards 
and one touchdown. The last time 
Mayfield came to Green Bay was as a 
member of the Browns last year. On 
Christmas, he handed the Packers four 
interceptions.

“I used to not necessarily complain 
about the fact that I had that many 
different offensive systems and hav-
ing to learn that, but it came in handy 
when having to learn a crash course 
and being able to relate certain things,” 
Mayfield said.

With Kupp and Allen Robinson 
on injured reserve, Van Jefferson, 
Ben Skowronek and Tutu Atwell are 
the primary receivers. Skowronek, 
who fills the Allen Lazard role, has 
38 receptions for 373 yards and zero 
touchdowns. Jefferson has 13 grabs for 

180 yards and three touchdowns in 
seven games and pint-sized but rocket-
fast Atwell has 11 catches for 237 yards, 
including a 62-yard touchdown.

Tight end Tyler Higbee has 52 
catches for 455 yards but just four 
receptions for 25 yards without Kupp 
the last three games.

Cam Akers is the leading rusher 
with only 376 yards on a 3.3 average. 
He hasn’t had a run of longer than 15 
yards this season, but Green Bay’s run 
defense has been mostly horrendous.

The offensive line consists of left 
tackle Ty Nsehke, left guard Matt 
Skura, center Brian Allen, right guard 
Coleman Shelton and former Wiscon-
sin star Rob Havenstein at right tackle. 

Special teams
In Football Outsiders’ rankings, Los 

Angeles is 22nd and Green Bay is 30th.
Matt Gay is 19-of-21 on field goals, 

including 4-of-6 from 50-plus yards. 
He’s got a big-time leg; opponents 
have returned only nine kickoffs.

Riley Dixon has excellent averages 
of 49.6 yards (gross) and 42.2 yards 
(net). He’s had two blocked, should 
Packers coordinator Rich Bisaccia 
want to attack.

Receiver Brandon Powell handles 
both phases of returns, with averages 
of 20.4 yards on kickoffs and 7.1 yards 
on punts.

News ReporterNews Reporter
NEW Media has an opening for a full-time news reporter. 
Reporters cover local government and community events 
throughout Shawano, Menominee and Oconto counties, 

write human interest feature stories and occasionally 
generate enterprise projects for our online and 

print products. Applicants must be passionate 
about both writing and photography, be able to 
connect with readers, and must be a self-starter 

with good organizational skills who thinks 
about digital first. Applicants must be able 

to work some nights and weekends. We offer 
competitive pay rates. Copy editing, shooting 

video and page layout experience is a plus. 
Ability to use Adobe programs like Photoshop 

and InDesign is essential. Experience using 
web content management systems and 

social media helpful. Anyone with experience 
covering agriculture and/or Native American 
tribes will move to the front of the line. NEW 
Media is an equal opportunity employer.

Send a cover letter with 
salary expectations, resume 
and four to six clips/links to 

news@newmedia-wi.com. 
Put “Reporter” in the header.



After suffering season-ending ACL 
injuries at TCU in 2018 and 2019, Innis 
Gaines went undrafted and unsigned 
in 2020. Because of the injury, his only 
NFL opportunity was a late-season try-
out with the Packers, who signed him 
to a futures deal after the 2020 season.

After spending the 2021 season on 
the practice squad, Gaines might have 
made the roster this year if not for a 
hamstring injury that led to his release 
with an injury settlement.

The Packers signed him to the prac-
tice squad on Oct. 18 and promoted 
him to the 53-man roster on Nov. 29.

Q: What was that moment like 
when you got the call that you 
were being promoted?

A: It was a long time coming. I saw 
the Lambeau number calling me and 
I was like, ‘Yep, it feels like it’s about 
that time.’ I felt like I had a good game, 
felt like I’ve been doing hard work 
on the practice team, giving my best 
effort. Had two good training camps — 
had unfortunate injuries at the end of 
them. So, I felt like it was about time.

Q: You were a safety in 2021 and 
spent a lot of this summer in the 
slot. Did you feel good about your 

chances until the injury?
A: Yeah, I felt really good in train-

ing camp. I was doing good on special 
teams and getting a lot of good reps 
in the slot and at safety to show my 
versatility. So, I felt good about my 
chances until I had an unfortunate 
injury that set me back.

Q: Who was the first person you 
told?

A: The first person I told was my 
girlfriend. I called her instantly and let 
her know the good news.

Q: Thinking back to our Zoom 
call with you last year, your story 
is pretty incredible. What has this 
journey been like?

A: DoorDash …
Q: Exactly. You delivered food 

for DoorDash while rehabbing the 
knee and now you’re on an NFL 
roster. That’s a heck of a story.

A: Man, it’s crazy. I tell the story 
to people and they don’t believe it. 
It’s hard for me to believe sometimes, 
knowing the ACL tears back-to-back in 
college, had to sit out a year, didn’t get 
a workout until almost the end of the 
year with the Packers.

That turned out to be the best 
workout of my life. Saved my career. 
It’s been a hard journey. I had to keep 
persevering through the lows and 

highs to prove that I really belonged 
here.

Q: What did you do after the 
Packers released you in August?

A: I rehabbed here at Bellin. The 
Packers helped me rehab here with 
the doctors here. I stayed and watched 
some Packers football until it was 
time for me to get my call back. Week 
seven was the time period of my injury 
settlement. They said they’d take me 
back if I was still available and they 
kept their word.

Q: So, never a doubt that you’d 
be back?

A: Oh, yeah. For sure. I felt like I 
left a good mark in training camp to 
where they had high hopes for me. I 
felt like this was my best bet. If any 
team wanted me, the Packers were my 
best bet.

Q: Have you ever ordered from 
DoorDash?

A: Plenty of times. I leave great tips 
now for the times I didn’t get any tips.

Q: So, what’s a good tip for rook-
ies like me?

A: They give you a set marker, like 
a $3 tip automatically. I usually raise 
it two or three bucks. Whatever they 
tell you to do, I raise it a couple more 
bucks because I know how hard they 
work. Whatever it says, I do a little 

more. I don’t do $20 every time; I’m 
not rich yet.

Q: While you’ve been playing 
only on special teams, coach Matt 
LaFleur mentioned your potential 
on defense. What does that mean 
to you?

A: I’m glad he said that about me. I 
worked my ass off to prove that I can 
play defense, too. It’s hard being an 
undrafted guy. You’ve got to earn the 
trust of everybody. I proved to myself 
over the past year-and-a-half that I can 
play slot, I can play safety.

I have a high football IQ. I can see 
the whole field. That helps to show the 
coaches that I can do everything. So, 
that makes me feel wonderful.

Q: When I asked him, I called 
you Innis. He looked at me like I 
had a third eye.

A: Nobody calls me Innis.
Q: Where did ‘Thump’ come 

from?
A: It originated my junior year of 

high school. My mentor/coach, Patrick 
Fischer, he gave me that name. He 
said, ‘You need something that’s going 
to catch on with the media, catch on to 
people, because it’s time to get offers.’ 
It originated with Thump-Thump 
but it shaved down to Thump as guys 
started saying it more and more.
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The old truck in front of WoodPickers makes the business easy to find along state Highway 32 in Lakewood.� CONTRIBUTED
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WoodPickers: It’s not just your 
ordinary northwoods boutique

There’s something interest-
ing tucked into every nook and 
cranny of Lakewood’s newest 
gift shop. WoodPickers features 
a diverse blend of resale, vintage 
and handmade items, plus home 
décor. Cori and Kesler Frisch 
opened the store in September 
2022 in a historic home built in 
1896, believed to be Lakewood’s 
oldest residence.

“It’s a very historic place, fam-
ily owned and operated small-
town business,” Cori Frisch said.

The store’s distinctive name 
is a riff off the “American Pick-
ers” TV series, which depicts the 
hosts traveling across the coun-
try, searching for rare American 
artifacts. WoodPickers offers the 
same type of search for custom-
ers, with so many gems just wait-
ing to be discovered.

“A lot of people enjoy the vari-
ety,” she said.

Every room of the store has its 
own charm. WoodPickers sells 
antiques and new items, sea-
sonal décor, baby gifts, Christian-
themed merchandise and, of 
course, wood crafts — many 
made by Kesler — plus other 
handmade items crafted by the 
couple. There’s also a resale man 
cave.

“You never know what you’ll 
find in there,” Cori Frisch said.

Hot sellers in the wintertime 
are memory mittens, made from 
a deceased loved one’s sweater. 

Cori makes these by the dozens 
for families who want to remem-
ber Grandma or another special 
someone. Like everything else in 
the store, the memory mittens are 
reasonably priced, selling for $15 
pair.

Basically, WoodPickers isn’t 
your typical Northwoods gift bou-
tique.

“I think what makes us different 
is it’s very much not a boutique 
atmosphere, and it’s very much 
not boutique prices,” she said.

In addition to the retail store 
on the first floor, the Frisch family 
operates an Airbnb on the second 
floor. The historic and quaint 
two-bedroom, one-bath apart-
ment sleeps six and has a private 
entry and self-check-in. At $80 a 
night, the Airbnb has been popu-
lar since it opened in April 2022. 
The Frisches also operate a cozy 
cabin Airbnb in the Sunrise Lake 
neighborhood in Mountain.

WoodPickers, 15421 State 
Highway 32 in Lakewood, is easy 
to find. Just look for the festively 
decorated 1950s truck on display 
in front of the store.

“We strive for an inviting, 
relaxed and friendly atmosphere 
and love to see people taking pho-
tos out by the old WoodPickers 
truck, which is decorated for each 
season,” she said.

WoodPickers is open from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Fridays and 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Saturdays.

WoodPickers features a diverse blend of resale, vintage and handmade items, plus home décor.
CONTRIBUTED
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Walls of Wittenberg has installed many murals on 
downtown buildings over the years, including this 
scene over the Wittenberg Family Barber Shop. A 
man bringing his son to the barber shop was the 
last piece of the multi-artist mural commissioned 
by the late Lois Smith and installed in 2020.

FILE | NEW MEDIA

Shop Local 
among Walls 
of Wittenberg 

A few years ago Wittenberg area 
resident Lois Smith visited Lake 
Placid, Florida, saw what adding 30 
murals had done there for tourism 
and businesses and brought this idea 
back to Wittenberg.

 In the summer of 2005, a group of 
interested residents came together 
and created Walls of Wittenberg 
Inc., a nonprofit with the mission 
“to bring out the beauty and unique 
character of the Wittenberg area in 
a way that revitalizes the downtown, 
honors the history of the area, and 
attracts visitors.”

 Over the years the group has sup-
ported the painting of more than 27 
murals.
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