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Music is the key at Pulaski Polka Days
Otto created community event 45 years ago

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-chief

Harold Otto created Pulaski 
Polka Days 45 years ago for a 
very simple reason.

“I love polka music,” he said. 
“It’s still for the people, a great 
family event.”

Pulaski Polka Days will be 
held July 18-21 at the Pulaski 
Community Park. Two tents 
and the Knights of Columbus 
building will be used for plenty 
of polka music and dancing.

“I love all styles of polka 
music – Bohemian, German, 
Polish,” Otto said. “The Polish 
music has a faster beat, and that 
seems to attract the younger 
people. They like that.”

Otto, who was raised in 
Appleton and has been a Pulaski 
resident for 60 years, has also 
shared his love of the polka on 
radio shows for decades.

He got his start on WGEE 
(93.5 Duke FM), when the call 
letters were still used by owner 
WBAY. Today, he can be heard 
online at www.247polkaheaven.
com. His show, “Sunrise 
Polkas,” can be heard at 8 a.m. 
Sunday, noon Monday, 5 a.m. 
and 8 p.m. Thursday, and 2 p.m. 
Friday.

During Polka Days, he will 
be broadcasting live from 7-9 
p.m. July 18, 8:30-10 p.m. July 
19, 6-8 p.m. July 20 and 8-9 a.m. 
July 21.

Like most festivals, Pulaski 
Polka Days started small. In the 
first few years, it was a Sunday-

only event, eventually expand-
ing to include Saturday to make 
it a weekend festival.

Otto said he managed to 
book Eddie Blazonczyk, and that 
was enough to spur the event to 
bigger and better things.

“We added Friday, and 
Eddie, he traveled around the 
country a lot, and he would pro-
mote Polka Days,” Otto said.

Later, Thursday was added 
and featured community activi-
ties and fireworks.

Otto continues to oversee 
the festival, but he’s quick to 
acknowledge the help received 
by volunteer individuals and or-
ganizations, as well as his wife 
and family.

He and Noreen will be mar-
ried 55 years on Oct. 11.

“She’s a super lady,” he said.
The entire festival is run by 

volunteers.
“There’s a lot of work in-

volved, but it’s worth it,” Otto 
said. “The volunteers are really 
dedicated.”

And then there are the busi-
ness sponsors from Pulaski and 
the surrounding areas. Otto said 
the festival wouldn’t happen 
without their support.

At one time, Otto played the 
trumpet but has since given that 
up. He’s content with his radio 
show, which has an internation-
al audience.

“Three years ago, two girls 
and their dad came all the way 
from Sweden just to be at Polka 
Days,” Otto said. “They heard 
about it from listening to my 

polka show.”
Others have visited from 

Canada, England and all across 
the United States.

Otto said he never imagined 
Pulaski Polka Days would get 
this big.

“You never know what’s go-
ing to happen,” he said.

Years ago, Otto also had a 
television show that moved 
from station to station, even-
tually being aired on all four 
Green Bay TV stations at one 
time or another.

Dick Rodgers was the first lo-
cal bandleader to achieve fame, 
playing in the Bohemian style 
of the Czech bands in the 1940s. 
Chicago-born Blazonczyk and 
his Versatones later updated 
the sound as the originators of 
a style known as the “Chicago 
Push” in the 1960s and brought 
it to Wisconsin, about the same 
time as Pulaski’s Alvin Styczyn-
ski started a polka band in the 
“Honky” Polish style.

Pulaski musicians the Maro-
szek Brothers are celebrating 
their 50-year anniversary this 
year.

“I can remember when they 
were kids,” Otto said.

Thousands of people attend 
the festival each year, quite an 
accomplishment for a village of 
about 4,000.

“People enjoy it, and it makes 
them happy,” Otto said. “The 
community really loves it, and 
we have great support.”

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

Polka is Wisconsin’s state dance, and there are plenty of opportunities to show your skills on 
the dance floor at Pulaski Polka Days. There are also a few sessions of dance lessons offered 
during the festival.					                         FILE | NEW MEDIA
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Want to learn the 
steps to Wisconsin’s 

state dance?
Think back to your days in 

elementary school, and you 
might recall hearing some-
where along the way that the 
robin is Wisconsin’s state bird, 
the muskie is the state fish, the 
white-tail deer is the state wild-
life animal and the dairy cow is 
the state domesticated animal.

But the state dance?
The polka was designated as 

the state dance in 1993.
The legislation was intro-

duced at the request of a sec-
ond grade class from Charles 
Lindbergh Elementary School 
in Madison and supported by 
several groups — including the 
Wisconsin Polka Boosters Inc. 
and the Wisconsin Folk Mu-
seum. Supporters documented 
the polka heritage of Wisconsin 
and provided evidence that the 
polka is deeply ingrained in 
Wisconsin cultural traditions.

So, what would it look like 
if you attended Pulaski Polka 
Days but didn’t know how to 
dance the polka?

No need to worry. Learn to 
dance the polka with instruc-
tors Duane and Robin Wilks 
from Omaha, Nebraska.

Free lessons will be offered 
from 1:30-3 p.m. July 19 in Tent 
2 at the Pulaski Polka Days 
Grounds at Pulaski Community 
Park, 429 E. Pulaski St.

If you can’t make that time, 
stop in from noon to 1:30 p.m. 
July 20, also in Tent 2.

The bands for each session 
have yet to be announced.

And, what about those other 
state symbols?

1. Animal?
2. Beverage?
3. Song?
4. Motto?
5. Fossil?
6. Dog?
7. Mineral?
8. Rock?
9. Soil?
10. Insect?
11. Flower?
12. Fruit?
13. Grain?
14. Tree?
15. Symbol of peace?
16. Tartan?
17. Dairy product?
18. Pastry?
Here are the answers.
1. Badger
2. Milk
3. “On Wisconsin!”
4. Forward
5. Trilobite
6. American water spaniel
7. Galena (lead sulphide)
8. Red granite
9. Antigo silt loam
10. Honeybee
11. Wood violet
12. Cranberry
13. Corn
14. Sugar maple
15. Mourning dove
16. Wisconsin tartan
17. Cheese
18. Kringle

The 2023 Pulaski Polka Days queens are, from left, Miss Pulaski Polka Days Faith Nowakowski, Little Miss Pulaski Polka Days Runner-up Olivia 
Hickok, Junior Miss Pulaski Polka Days Runner-up Liliana Marthaler, Junior Miss Pulaski Polka Days Zoey Putthoff and Little Miss Pulaski Polka 
Days Bailey Whitehorse. Selections for the 2024 royalty have yet to be named.			                        PULASKI POLKA DAYS

2023 Queen and Princesses

Concertina jam session scheduled for July 20
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Join the World Concertina 
Congress for a concertina jam 
session during Pulaski Polka 
Days. All concertina players and 
other musicians are invited.

Building on the success of 
the World Concertina Congress’ 
(WCC) events at previous Pulaski 
Polka Days, the WCC is extending 

an invitation for all to join them 
for a fun-filled concertina jam 
session.

The event will be held from 
noon to 2 p.m. July 20 at the 
Knights of Columbus Building 
on the northeast end of the Polka 
Days Grounds.

Musicians are asked to bring 
their Key of C chemnitzer con-
certina and be ready to play tunes 

like“North, South, East, West 
Polka,” sheet music at https://
www.concertinamusic.com/
music/pulaski/northsoutheast-
westpolka.gif, and “Seven Days 
Without You Polka,” sheet music 
at https://www.concertinamusic.
com/music/pulaski/sevenday-
swithoutyoupolka.gif.

Call Joe Fojtik at 262-639-0439 
for further details.
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Who’s playing at Pulaski Polka Days?
Thursday, July 18
$5 admission, gates 

open at 4 p.m
Tent 1
5:30-6:30 p.m. Chad 

Przybylski & Polka 
Rhythms

6:30-7:30 p.m. Aaron 
Socha Livewire

7:30-8:30 p.m. Chad 
Przybylski & Polka 
Rhythms

8:30-9:30 p.m. Aaron 
Socha Livewire

9:30-10:30 p.m. Chad 
Przybylski & Polka 
Rhythms

10:30-11:30 p.m. Aaron 
Socha Livewire

Tent 2
5-6 p.m. The New 

Generation
6-7 p.m. Maroszek 

Brothers
7-8 p.m. The New 

Generation
8-9 p.m. Maroszek 

Brothers
9-10 p.m. The New 

Generation
10-11 p.m. Maroszek 

Brothers
KC Building
4-5 p.m. NuTymes
5-6 p.m. The Mix
6-7 p.m. NuTymes
7-8 p.m. The Mix
8-9 p.m. NuTymes
9-10 p.m. The Mix
Friday, July 19
$20 admission, gates 

open at 1 p.m.
Tent 1
4-5 p.m. Polish 

Connection
5-5:45 p.m. Craig Ebel & 

DyVersaCo
5:45-6:30 p.m. Polish 

Connection
6:30-7:15 p.m. Craig 

Ebel & DyVersaCo
7:15-8 p.m. Polish 

Connection
8-8:45 p.m. Craig Ebel 

& DyVersaCo
8:45-9:30 p.m. The 

Dynabrass
9:30-10:15 p.m. Lenny 

Gomulka & Chicago Push
10:15-11 p.m. The 

Dynabrass
11-11:45 p.m. Lenny Go-

mulka & Chicago Push
11:45 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. 

The Dynabrass
12:30-1:15 a.m. Lenny 

Gomulka & Chicago Push
Tent 2
2-3:30 p.m. Steve Bur-

claw’s New Polish Sounds
3:30-4:30 p.m. The New 

Generation

4:30-5:15 p.m. Steve 
Burclaw’s New Polish 
Sounds

5:15-6 p.m. The New 
Generation

6-6:45 p.m. Steve Bur-
claw’s New Polish Sounds

6:45-7:30 p.m. The New 
Generation

7:30-8:15 p.m. Polka 
Country Musicians

8:15-9 p.m.The Beat
9-9:45 p.m. Polka Coun-

try Musicians
9:45-10:30 p.m. The 

Beat
10:30-11:15 p.m. Polka 

Country Musicians
11:15 p.m. to midnight 

The Beat
Midnight to 12:45 a.m. 

Polka Country Musicians
KC Building
4-5 p.m. Steve Meisner 

Legacy Band (Don Hun-
jadi, Jerry Bieniek, Chris 
Doszak, Tom Brusky and 
John Wudtke)

5-6 p.m. Dave Duescher 
– Musical Brass

6-7 p.m. Steve Meisner 
Legacy Band (Don Hun-
jadi, Jerry Bieniek, Chris 
Doszak, Tom Brusky and 
John Wudtke)

7-8 p.m. Dave Duescher 
– Musical Brass

8-9 p.m. Steve Meisner 

Legacy Band (Don Hun-
jadi, Jerry Bieniek, Chris 
Doszak, Tom Brusky and 
John Wudtke)

9-10 p.m. Dave Due-
scher – Musical Brass

Saturday, July 20
$20 admission, gates 

open at 11 a.m.
Tent 1
12:30-1:30 p.m. Chad 

Przybylski & Polka 
Rhythms

1:30-2:30 p.m. Keith 
Stras and Polka Confetti 
with special guest Amer-
ica’s Polka Sweetheart 
“Stephanie”

2:30-3:30 p.m. Chad 

Przybylski & Polka 
Rhythms

3:30-4:30 p.m. Keith 
Stras and Polka Confetti 
with special guest Amer-
ica’s Polka Sweetheart 
“Stephanie”

4:30-5:30 p.m. Chad 
Przybylski & Polka 
Rhythms

5:30-6:30 p.m. Keith 
Stras and Polka Confetti 
with special guest Amer-
ica’s Polka Sweetheart 
“Stephanie”

6:30-7:30 p.m. Polka 
Family

7:30-8:30 p.m. Tony 
Blazonczyk’s New Phaze

8:30-9:30 p.m. Polka 
Family

9:30-10:30 p.m. Tony 
Blazonczyk’s New Phaze

10:30-11:30 p.m. Polka 
Family

11:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. 
Tony Blazonczyk’s New 
Phaze

Tent 2
12:30-1:30 p.m. The Beat
1:30-2:30 p.m. Aaron 

Socha Livewire
2:30-3:30 p.m. The Beat
3:30-4:30 p.m. Aaron 

Socha Livewire
4:30-5:30 p.m. The Beat
5:30-6:30 p.m. Aaron 

Socha Livewire
6:30-7:30 p.m. Lenny 

Gomulka & Chicago Push
7:30-8:30 p.m. Polka 

Country Musicians
8:30-9:30 p.m. Lenny 

Gomulka & Chicago Push
9:30-10:30 p.m. Polka 

Country Musicians
10:30-11:30 p.m. Lenny 

Gomulka & Chicago Push
11:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. 

Polka Country Musicians

KC Building
Noon to 2 p.m. World 

Concertina Congress Jam 
Session

2-3 p.m. Music 
Connection

3-4 p.m. The Goodtime 
Dutchmen

4-5 p.m. Music 
Connection

5-6 p.m. The Goodtime 
Dutchmen

6-7 p.m. Music 
Connection

7-8 p.m. The Goodtime 
Dutchmen

8-9 p.m. Zander’s Music 
Raymakers

Sunday, July 21
Free admission, gates 

open at 8 a.m.
Tent 1
8 a.m. Lutheran Church 

Service
12:30-1:30 p.m. The 

Natural Talent (TNT)
1:30-2:30 p.m. Polka 

Family
2:30-3:30 p.m. The 

Natural Talent (TNT)
3:30-4:30 p.m. Polka 

Family
4:30-5:15 p.m. The Natu-

ral Talent (TNT)
5:15-6 p.m. Polka Family
Tent 2
9:30 a.m. Polka Mass 

(Maroszek Brothers)
Noon to 1 p.m. Maro-

szek Brothers
1-2 p.m. Lenny Gomulka 

& Chicago Push
2-3 p.m. Maroszek 

Brothers
3-4 p.m. Lenny Gomul-

ka & Chicago Push
4-5 p.m. Maroszek 

Brothers
5-6 p.m. Lenny Gomul-

ka & Chicago Push

Tony Blazonczyk’s New Phaze will perform the night of July 20 at Pulaski Polka Days.	                          CONTRIBUTED

Steve Burclaw’s New Polish Sounds will perform July 19 at Pulaski Polka Days. The group is based out of Middleton.		       			                             CONTRIBUTED
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Parade always a big draw
One of the largest annual attrac-

tions of Pulaski Polka Days is the pa-
rade, which begins at 11 a.m. July 21.

Units will line up at the Pulaski 
Community Middle School and the 

Pulaski High School on St. Augustine 
Street. Units must be at the line-up 
site by 10:30 a.m.

Parade until will travel north on 
St. Augustine Street and then west 

on Pulaski Street to the Pulaski Polka 
Days Grounds.

Candy and other small items will 
given to parade-goers from people 
walking along with the floats.

Kimberly Uleman of the New Generations sings “The Tide is High” in the 2023 Pulaski Polka Days parade.			        FILE | NEW MEDIA

In 1971, at the young 
age of 13, Gene Maroszek 
began taking concertina 
lessons in the basement 
of Art Wielgus’s home in 
Pulaski. In December 1972, 
he booked his first job 
with his brother Michael 
(who played the drums), 
for a New Year’s Eve 
dance at the South Chase 
Tavern.

That is when the “Ma-
roszek Bros.” were born. 
As time went on, Gene’s 
brothers Frank, Alan, 
Scott and Beaver (John) 
all joined the band.

The band has played in 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Cali-
fornia, Minnesota, Indi-
ana, Illinois, Michigan and 
throughout their home 
state of Wisconsin. 

They took their polka 
music to weddings, an-
niversaries, birthday par-
ties, Oktoberfests, Polish 
festivals and, of course, 
their hometown Pulaski 
Polka Days. 

In the 1970s, the Ma-
roszek Bros. recorded 
regularly at Danceland 
Ballroom, The Stop Inn 
Ballroom and at WBAY-
TV 2, on a show called 
“Polka Variety.” They 

most recently performed 
nationally on Fox Sports 
for a Green Bay Packers 
football game.

The Maroszek Bros. 
is the only band to have 
played at every Pulaski 
Polka Days. Because of 
this, they were granted 
a special “Pulaski Polka 
Days Appreciation 
Award” in 2014. Then-
Gov. Scott Walker de-
clared July 20, 2014, 
“Maroszek Bros. Day” in 
recognition of their ser-
vice for promoting Pulaski 
Polka Days and encourag-
ing the next generation 
and the community to 
love their polish heritage 
and polka music. 

In July 2022 Gene was 
inducted in to the World 
Concertina Congress Hall 
of Fame.

The Maroszek Bros. 
have released five record-
ings through the years. 
Their latest recording, “A 
Maroszek Bros. Christ-
mas,” was released Dec. 8, 
2020.

Currently the band 
consists of Gene, Frank, 
Scott and Al Maroszek, 
Bruce Brzeczkowski and 
John Wudtke.

Maroszek Bros. 
celebrating

50 years-plus
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A map from the 2023 Pulaski Polka Days shows just how far people will travel to be at the event. Founder Harold 
Otto recounted the story of two girls and their father who traveled from their home in Sweden to be in Pulaski for 
the festival.							                PULASKI POLKA DAYS

Festival draws visitors from near and far
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Garden walk held 
in conjunction with 
Pulaski Polka Days

The Gardeners Club 
of Green Bay will host its 
second annual garden walk 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. July 
20.

There are six gardens 
on this year’s walk.

Tickets are $15 in ad-
vance or $20 the day of the 
walk. Payment can only be 
made with cash or checks. 
No pets or children young-

er than 10 are allowed.
Featured on the walk 

will be the gardens of:
• Corey Behnke, 1213 

Shadow Lane, Green Bay.
• Don and Mary Carl-

son, 2776 Canyon Bluff 
Road, Green Bay.

• Daryl and Judy John-
son, 240 Lazarre Ave., 
Green Bay.

• Tim and Terri Verhas-

selt, 2889 Vercauteren 
Drive, Green Bay.

• Steven and Lauretta 
Lambert, 1147 Porlier St., 
Green Bay.

• Jason Switalski, 1369 
Cherry St., Green Bay.

The event will be held 
rain or shine.

For information, 
call Veronica Geurts at 
920-471-8649.

Six gardens will be featured when the Gardeners Club of Green Bay hosts its second annual garden walk from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. July 20.							                                CONTRIBUTED

Pulaski Polka Days will 
again hold a cash raffle 
throughout the weekend of 
the festival.

Tickets are available 
from members of the six 
organizations that are part 

of Pulaski Polka Days Inc. 
and will be sold at the 
polka grounds daily.

First prize is $1,000.
Other prizes are $500 

for second, $200 for third, 
$100 for fourth and fifth, 

$50 for sixth and seventh, 
and $25 for eighth and 
ninth.

The drawing will be 
held at 5 p.m. July 21. 

Winners need not be 
present.

Raffle offers chance to win 
cash prizes up to $1,000

The annual Assumption 
B.V.M. Parish fundraiser 
craft and vendor fair, held 
in conjunction with the 
Pulaski Polka Days, will be 
held July 20-21.

This two-day event will 
be open from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. each day.

Questions can be direct-
ed to Kathy Samson, craft 
and vendor fair coordina-

tor, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at 920-822-3279. 

She can also be reached 
at kathy.samson@abvm.
org.

Assumption B.V.M. Catholic Church to host 
arts, crafts, vendor sale July 20-21
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