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EYES ON THE PRIZE

Oconto Falls’ Hailey Peitersen lines up a shot during the team's nonconference game against Bonduel on Feb. 14 in Oconto Falls. The Panthers dropped the matchup in

what was one of the team's final games before the postseason. FOR THE GAME STORY, SEE PAGE B8 OF NEW MEDIA'S ALL-NEW SPORTS SECTION.
MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

reopened in
Suring

The Oconto County DA asks
the sheriff's department

to reopen case involving
searches of students.
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Beauty and the
Beast Jr. to open

The Abrams Spotlight
Productions show will run for
the next two weekends at the
Byng Theater.
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Grant aims

to promote
ATV trails

Oconto is one of four
counties working together to
attract ATV/UTV riders to
northwoods.
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Most child abuse charges
dismissed for lack of specifics

Prosecutors have the right to refile the charges against Victor Alberts

By WARREN BLUHM
Editor-in-chief

An Oconto County judge dismissed
all but two of the child abuse charges
against a Lena man on Feb. 15 after his
defense attorney argued the criminal
complaint is not specific enough.

Victor Alberts, 55, Lena, was
charged with five counts of child
abuse-intentionally causing harm, five
counts of causing mental harm to a
child, five counts of child abuse-high
probability of great harm and one
misdemeanor count of battery, in con-
nection with incidents alleged to have
occurred between 2004 and 2018.

Attorney Alf Langan argued that 14
of the 16 counts allege Alberts com-
mitted some crime “on or between
January 1 [year] and Dec. 31 [year].” In

his motion to dismiss those charges,
Langan said the state needs “to make
an offer of proof for each count and
demonstrate how that particular
evidence is relevant to that particular
count.”

Langan added that not one of the
five counts of causing mental harm
to a child identifies an alleged victim
as required by law. The allegations
involve several children, according to
the narrative in the criminal complaint.

“If Victor does not know who he is
supposed to have harmed, he can-
not prepare a defense to the charge,”
Langan wrote.

Judge Jay N. Conley granted the
motion, dismissing the 14 charges
“without prejudice,” which means
prosecutors may redraft the complaint
and refile the charges at a future date.

If he had dismissed the counts “with
prejudice,” the state would be prohib-
ited from refiling.

The remaining charges accuse Al-
berts of child abuse intentionally caus-
ing harm, in connection with a specific
incident that allegedly occurred April
30, 2012, and the misdemeanor battery
count, in connection with an incident
alleged to have occurred July 29, 2018.

Alberts remains in custody in lieu
of $100,000 cash bond but, more im-
portantly, he was sentenced last month
to three years in state prison, followed
by three years of extended supervi-
sion, for child abuse in connection
with an incident that occurred in 2020.

Conley scheduled a status confer-
ence in the case for April 12.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

Suring School Board meets to
discuss strip searches of students

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

The Suring School Board sched-
uled a special, closed meeting for
5 p.m. Feb. 23 to discuss the recent
searches of students and resulting
legal actions.

The agenda calls for discussion of
a “specific personnel matter involv-
ing district employee,” “Consider-
ation of specific pupil behaviors that
involve confidential pupil record

information,” and confering with
an attorney regarding a Notice of
Circumstances of Claim against the
district.

The official notice carries a
disclaimer that the agenda does not
include a public comment period: “As
a result, there will be no opportunity
for the community to speak at this
meeting. In addition, the board will not
make any public comments at this time
and will not be granting interviews.”

At least six girls were ordered
to strip to their underwear to be
searched after they were caught
vaping in January. Oconto County
District Attorney Ed Burke de-
clined to press charges, saying the
incident did not meet the legal defi-
nition of a strip search, but parents
have hired an attorney to seek civil
recourse.

Watch for updates of this story at
newmedia-wi.com.

COVID-19 test kits to be distributed in Mountain

At-home, COVID-19 testing kits
will be made available to Oconto
County residents for free, while
supplies last, at the HSHS St. Clare
Memorial Hospital Prevea Mountain
Health Center on Feb. 28.

The kits will be distributed from

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Feb. 28 through the
drive-through service at the center,
14353 State Highway 32-64 in Moun-
tain.

The testing kits are available to
Oconto County residents only; a
driver’s license/ID is required to

confirm residence. There is a limit of
four test kits per family.

The U.S. Health Resources and
Services Administration COVID-19
Testing Supply Program is providing
these at-home tests to rural health
clinics in underserved areas.

CORRECTIONS

Accuracy is important to the Oconto County Times Herald, and it wants to correct mistakes promptly. Call errors to our attention by phone at 920-848-3427.
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Gillett using trial run vape detectors

of concern at certain times of the day,”
said Limberg.

Limberg said that he was intrigued
by this because he has not heard of
these vape-detecting devices before.
He added that he has spoken to of-
ficials in other school districts asking
about the effectiveness of the devices.

“There are a number of districts
in the area that do use them,” said
Limberg.

After receiving two of the vape de-
tectors, Limberg activated them right
before the school board meeting.

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

The Gillett School District is cur-
rently going through the process of
using trial run vape detectors in the
secondary school.

Gillett Secondary School Principal
Shawn Limberg explained the equip-
ment to the school board during its
Feb. 17 meeting.

“I got information from a neighbor-
ing school district that had success
using trial units to identify some areas

CLUB NOTES

Lena Lions

The Lena Lions Club honored Korbin Carroll, son of
Dana and Jon Carroll, as the student of the month for
February.

Korbin is a senior at Lena High School. Korbin’s
activities include basketball and the Lena High School
Band. His friends describe him as intelligent, persistent,
outgoing, talkative, creative, and epic.

Korbin’s hobbies are hunting, fishing, driving, and
playing games with friends. Korbin’s work experience is
milking cows at Staudenmaier Farms in Lena.

Korbin plans to join the work force in the future.

KORBIN CARROLL

“I don’t know if we are going to
make a recommendation to purchase
these,” said Limberg. “We are just try-
ing to get an idea if this is something
that will help building management.”

Limberg added that he is trying to
use other variations of vape detectors,
including ones that are wireless.

“With these, we could get a couple
of units that we can move around the
building,” said Limberg. “It is kind of

just a trial to see where we can go from
there.”

He said that the devices will be able
to monitor the air quality index, tem-
perature, vape index and a noise level.

“Say a fight or something breaks
out, I can set a threshold, where it can
sense a certain decibel level and notify
me,” said Limberg.

The school district will trial these
vape detectors for 90 days.

FISCHER AUTO BODY

Fischer Auto Body would
like to thank the residents of
Oconto County for voting us

“BEST AUTO BODY SHOP
OF OCONTO COUNTY 2021!"

It has been our pleasure and honor to provide quality,
affordable auto repair and restoration services to our local
communities throughout the years. We look forward to working
with the residents of Oconto County for many years to come!

Seollt & Senda Tscher

2021

204 N. Chestnut Ave., Oconto Falls, Wl ¢ 920-848-2715
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OCONTO COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

Proceedings of Feb. 18

Alisha M. Kocken, 29, Oconto Falls,
pleaded not guilty by reason of mental
disease or defect to charges of at-
tempted first-degree intentional homi-
cide, first-degree recklessly endanger-
ing safety, resisting an officer causing
substantial bodily harm, battery to a
law officer, aggravated battery, disarm-
ing a police officer and misdemeanor
counts of intentionally pointing a fire-
arm at a person, discharging a firearm
within 100 yards of a building and dis-
orderly conduct, in connection with an
incident that allegedly occurred Aug.
6. Kocken is accused of shooting and
wounding Oconto Falls Police Officer
Nicole Blaskowski during an incident
at Kocken’s apartment complex. A
hearing was scheduled for May 6.

William A. Riskus, 37, Oconto,
was sentenced to one year in prison,
followed by one year of extended
supervision consecutive to any other
sentences, for felony bail jumping and
misdemeanor resisting or obstructing
an officer, in connection with an inci-
dent that occurred July 12. Addition-
ally, Judge Michael T. Judge imposed
and stayed a further jail term and
placed Riskys on four years of proba-

tion for possession of methamphet-
amine, in connection with an incident
that occurred Feb. 7, 2021. Judge ruled
that Riskus is eligible for the Substance
Abuse Program, which can lead to
early release upon successful comple-
tion. During his extended supervision
and probation, Riskus must maintain
absolute sobriety and enroll into and
successfully complete all treatment
deemed appropriate by the Depart-
ment of Corrections.

Lily Ali Miller, 24, Oconto, was
placed on two years’ probation after
a prison sentence was imposed and
stayed for possession of methamphet-
amine, in connection with an incident
that occurred July 23, 2019. Judge ruled
that among other conditions, Miller
must maintain absolute sobriety and
complete all assessments, counseling
and treatment deemed necessary by
her probation agent.

A jury trial was scheduled for April
26 for Joey E. Kingsley, 41, Oconto,
who is charged with escape from crim-
inal arrest, two misdemeanor counts
of resisting or obstructing an officer
and misdemeanor disorderly conduct,
in connection with an incident that
allegedly occurred May 12, 2021. A final
pre-trial conference is set for April 12.

In Loving Memory of

JOSEPH (JOE) ZILKOSKE
Aug. 29, 1975 - Feb. 29, 2020

Truly loved and dearly missed

Dad, Mom, Josh, Ashleigh,
Courtney, Susan & Bob

Proceedings of Feb. 17

A bench warrant was issued for
Cody A. Dufrane, 31, Milwaukee, after
he failed to appear to face charges of
operating a motor vehicle without the
owner’s consent and misdemeanor
hit-and-run, in connection with an
incident that allegedly occurred April
29. Court records indicate Dufrane
refused to leave the Brown County
Jail, where he is being held on sexual
assault and human trafficking charges.

A jury trial was scheduled for May
17 for Shane J. Schreiber, 41, Shawano,
after he invoked his right to a speedy
trial on charges of possession of meth-
amphetamine, felony bail jumping
and misdemeanor possession of drug
paraphernalia, in connection with an
incident that allegedly occurred Jan. 3.
A final pre-trial conference was sched-
uled for May 2.

A bench warrant was issued for
James Roger Jordan, 68, Suamico, after
he failed to appear for a court hearing
on charges of possession of metham-
phetamine and misdemeanor posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia, in connec-
tion with an incident that allegedly
occurred Feb. 2.

Yannis Vasilis Fotopoulos, 21, So-
bieski, pleaded not guilty to receiving
stolen property, driving a motor ve-
hicle without the owner’s consent and
two counts of misdemeanor bail jump-
ing, in connection with an incident
that allegedly occurred June 3, 2020. A
pre-trial conference was scheduled for
March17.

Phleecee K. Young, 20, Oconto,
pleaded not guilty to charges of pos-
session of amphetamine with intent
to deliver and misdemeanor counts of
battery, disorderly conduct and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia, in con-
nection with an incident that allegedly
occurred June 16. A pre-trial confer-
ence was scheduled for March 17.

James W. Badem, 55, Oconto,
pleaded not guilty to possession with
intent to deliver amphetamine, manu-
facture and delivery of amphetamine,
second-degree recklessly endangering
safety and maintaining a drug traf-
ficking place, in connection with an
incident that allegedly occurred Oct.
24. A pre-trial conference was sched-
uled for April 14.

Veronica M. Floring, 28, Suring,
pleaded not guilty to manufacture with
intent to deliver THC, possession with
intent to deliver THC, maintaining a
drug trafficking place and misdemean-
or possession of drug paraphernalia,
in connection with an incident that
allegedly occurred Oct. 27. A pre-trial
conference was scheduled for April 14.

Austin J. Fidler, 24, Suring, pleaded
not guilty to first-degree sexual assault
(sexual contact with a person under
age 13) and second-degree sexual as-
sault of a child, in connection with an
incident that allegedly occurred Dec. 6.
A pre-trial conference was scheduled
for March 17.

Proceedings of Feb. 15

Marie Faye Malotte, 44, Neenah,
was sentenced to three years, six
months in prison, followed by four
years of extended supervision, for
possession with intent to deliver
amphetamine, in connection with an
incident that occurred March 24, 2020.
Judge gave Malotte credit for 693 days
already served and ruled she is eligible
for the Substance Abuse Program,
which can lead to early release upon
successful completion. During ex-
tended supervision, Judge ordered her
to maintain absolute sobriety and enter
into, participate in and successfully
complete any assessments, evaluations
and/or treatment programs as directed
by the Department of Corrections.

A March 1jury trial was canceled
and a plea hearing scheduled for April
12 for Martin Cooper, 52, Mountain, on
charges of operating a motor vehicle
while intoxicated (10th or more of-
fense) and misdemeanor operating
while his license was revoked, in con-
nection with an incident that allegedly
occurred Dec. 7, 2020. Several mis-
demeanor and criminal traffic counts
from Forest County will be consolidat-
ed with the Oconto County charges.

Proceedings of Feb. 14

John A. Schneider, 36, Lakewood,
was placed on two years’ probation
after a prison sentence was imposed
and stayed for intentionally contrib-
uting to delinquency, in connection
with an incident that occurred June
3,2020. The probation is to be served
after any other sentences. Judge gave
him credit for 50 days served in the
Oconto County Jail. Among other
conditions, Schneider may have no
contact with anyone under the age of
18 without the approval of his proba-
tion agent. He must also complete all
assessments, counseling and treatment
deemed necessary by his agent, and he
may have no access to or possession of
electronic devices with internet access.

Sierra Lynn Wied, 27, Oconto Falls,
waived her right to a preliminary
hearing and pleaded not guilty to two
counts of felony child neglect and two
counts of misdemeanor child neglect,
in connection with an incident that
allegedly occurred Nov. 23. A pre-trial
conference was set for March 18.
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OBITUARIES

Aldona Serena Hansel, 90, a
longtime Lena resident, passed away
peacefully on Friday, Feb. 18, 2022,
with her family by her side, while her
favorite song, “The Blue Skirt Waltz”
was playing in the background. Aldona
was so special that she had two birth-
days - Aug. 16,1931 (or Aug. 15, 1931).
It’s a long story — in the Chicago
home of her parents, Albert and Marie
(Posanka) Klivickis. She was the old-
est of four children and was extremely
proud of being 100% Lithuanian.

At a young age, her family moved
to Coleman. She excelled academi-
cally in school and was a 1949 gradu-
ate of Coleman High School. She
always looked forward to attending
the annual Coleman High School
class reunions. Aldona was employed
briefly after high school as a telephone
operator in Green Bay. Thereafter,
she worked as an upstairs maid for a
prominent Green Bay family.

That didn’t last long because she
was quickly swept off her feet by a
young suitor named Leonard Hansel,
whom she met at a local dance. They
soon married on Sept. 1,195, in Cole-
man and settled on the family farm
in Lena where they operated a small
dairy farm.

Aldona enjoyed many hobbies and
interests including sewing, knitting
(her afghans, scarfs, slippers and dish-
rags were desired by many and will be
greatly missed), crafting, board games,
many word games (which she almost
always won), canning, and baking. She
always had a puzzle being worked on.
As one of the founders of the Lena
Library and member of several book
clubs, she was a passionate reader
who justified her book purchases by
claiming she needed these books as

Aldona S. Hansel

much as a smoker
needed cigarettes.

In addition to
books, Aldona col-
lected bird statues,
hen on nest candy
dishes, and sou-
venir trivets from
her travels with
Leonard. She loved
birds, flowers,
and the color purple. She belonged to
the local homemakers club in which
she held many leadership positions
including state cultural arts committee
chairperson at the national level.

Aldona had a playfully competitive
side to her which she nourished as a
member of the local bowling league
and several card clubs (in which she
particularly enjoyed the game of
Smear), and by “pushing buttons” at
casinos. Most recently she kept active
with scratch-off lottery tickets and
adult coloring books. She was never
without a Tootsie Pop (but not the
chocolate ones).

She and Leonard loved to be with
family, go for car rides, and go out to
eat. They loved to travel and were
so proud to have visited all 50 states
and several foreign countries, with
their final trip together being a cruise
through the Panama Canal in 2015.
Aldona enjoyed attending the school
and sporting events of her children,
grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren. She was extremely proud of each
and every one of them. Once she was
married, Aldona focused on her role
as a homemaker and devoted herself
to raising her children and doing farm
chores. She was a dedicated volunteer
and took her positions as a school
chaperone, bloodmobile assistant,

Judith ‘Judy’ Rae Porter-Kitson

Judith “Judy” Rae Porter-Kitson,
79, passed away on Wednesday, Feb.
16, 2022, in Shawano. She was born
on April 25,1942, to the late Joseph
I. and Rachel Porter in Oconto Falls.
On Sept. 17, 2017, Judy was united in
marriage to Neil Kitson in Keshena
at the Assembly of God Church. She
owned her own residential cleaning
business. Judy was a woman with a
strong faith and loved the Lord and
her church family. She was a social
butterfly and loved talking with
people. Judy was loving, caring and
a wonderful woman who always
looked on the bright side.

She is survived by her husband,
Neil; children, Joseph Bruett, and
Paul (Anna) Bruett; stepchildren,

Sarah Jozwiak,
Nathan J. Kitson
and Nathaniel To-
mow; sister, Linda
(Kim) Henne,

and brother, Bob
Porter.

Judy was
preceded in death
by her parents, Jo-
seph and Rachel.

A memorial service will be held
at noon on Saturday, Feb. 26, 2022,
at Freedom by the Word Church in
Shawano. Visitation will be held at
the church from 10:30 a.m. Saturday
until the time of service.

www.swedbergfuneralhome.com

librarian, and election volunteer very
seriously.

Her family was extremely blessed
to be raised by such a wonderful and
feisty woman with a unique sense of
humor. She shared in all of our joys,
challenges and sorrows. She loved
family gatherings and enjoyed being
the life of the party. Most of all, she
truly loved all her children and always
wanted the best for her family. She left
us with incredible, priceless memories
and a few choice sayings: “It’s in my
back pocket.” “I have eyes in the back
of my head.” “Go home with the one
you went with.” “Oh, Fudgsicles.”

Aldona finally hit the big jackpot as
she is now in heaven with her sav-
ior Jesus, the rest of her family and
friends who have gone before her, and
she is once again dancing the Blue
Skirt Waltz with her husband Leonard.

She will be dearly missed by her six
children: Michael and Jeanne Hansel,
Catherine and Rick Dugan, Teresa
and the late John Holowich, Steve and
Sandy Hansel, Barbara McClain and
Tom Marcusen, and Debra and Steve
Westenberg. She is also survived by
her grandchildren, Amanda and Cliff,
Michele, Marcella and Dan, Melanie
and Darin, John L., Joseph and Erin,
Sarah and Travis, Elizabeth and Jacob,
T.R., Shauna and Matt, Kelsey and
Scott, Zachary and Janki, and Alayna.

She was further blessed with her
great-grandchildren: Amelia, Ben-
jamin, Cecilia, Sonya, Issac, Evelyn,
Leila, Lark, Teal, Ani, Etta, Addy,
Nova, Reid, and Sage Serena, and one
great-great-grandchild Treshaun. She
is further survived by her sister-in-
law Vallee Hansel, special childhood
friend Millie Thielke, and many other

cousins, nieces, nephews, family and
friends.

She was preceded in death by her
parents, her husband Leonard, son-in-
law John Holowich, grandson Daniel
Hansel, siblings Jean, Albert and
George, sister-in-law LaVerne and her
husband Martin, and brother-in-law
Leroy.

The family will greet relatives and
friends on Saturday, Feb. 26, from 11
am. to 1 p.m. at Rhodes-Charapata
Funeral Home, 438 W. Main St., Lena,
Wisconsin. A memorial service will
follow at 1 p.m. at the funeral home
with Pastor Kevin Kuhn officiating.
Online condolences may be expressed
at www.rhodescharapata.com.

The family would like to thank
Joanie Hubacher and the caring staff
at Care Partners in Oconto. Thank you
for always providing our mom with
your loving care and support over the
past three years. We appreciate that
you gave of your hearts to be sure that
her needs were always met with love
and laughter. You were truly like fam-
ily to us.

Thank you to all of the Bellin
Health Care providers for your com-
passionate care over the years, and
to Unity Hospice for making Mom’s
final days more comfortable. A special
heartfelt thank you to Pastor Kevin
Kuhn of Riverview Alliance Church
for your visits, prayers, and spiritual
guidance, which meant so much to
Mom and her family.

We loved Mom tremendously and
we are going to miss her so much, but
we are so grateful for all of the good
times and wonderful memories we
shared. She lived a full and beautiful
life.

Neil Gauthier

Neil Gauthier, 89, Oconto Falls,
died of natural causes at home
Friday morning, Feb. 18, 2022. The
oldest child of Xavier and Gladys
(Exferd) Gauthier was born Feb. 2,
1933, in Oconto Falls. Neil grew up
in Oconto Falls where he attended
public schools, graduating from high
school with the class of 1952. Follow-
ing graduation, he went to work for
the former Scott Paper Co. before
being drafted into the US Army and
serving during the Korean War.
Upon his honorable discharge from
the military, he returned to the paper
mill and worked until his retirement.
He lived in the family home all of his
life, where he cared for his parents
and was helpful to all other family
members.

Survivors are
his five siblings,
Ron Gauthier,
Lona (Dave)
Gregorich, Allen
(Berdie) Gauthier,
Carol VanDonsel
and Terry (De-
nise) Gauthier;
one sister-in-law,
Sandy Gauthier; nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his
parents, one brother Jeri Gauthier,
one brother-in-law Dave VanDonsel
and sister-in-law Marilyn Gauthier.

There will be no services held for
the public, but private services will
be held at a later date. Jones Funeral
Service in Oconto Falls is serving the
Gauthier family.
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NEW Media has an immediate opening for a news
reporter. Reporters cover local government and
community events, write human interest feature stories
and occasionally generate enterprise projects for our
three newspapers. Applicants must be passionate about
writing, be able to connect with readers, and must be a
self-starter with good organizational skills who thinks
about digital first. Photography skills and AP style
knowledge are required. Copy editing and page layout
experience is a plus. Experience using web content
management systems and social media helpful. Send
a cover letter with salary expectations, resume and 4-6
clips/links to editor@newmedia-wi.com. Put “News
Reporter” in the header.
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Facebook panel discussion

Wisconsin Medicare beneficia-
ries, their families and caregivers
are invited to a Facebook Live event
focused on learning how to prevent,
detect and report Medicare fraud,
abuse and errors.

The virtual one-hour event,
hosted by Wisconsin Senior Medi-
care Patrol, will be held on Thurs-
day, March 3 at 11 a.m. A recording
will be available for anyone to view
after the event. Anyone can view the
webinar on the agency’s Facebook
page, www.facebook.com/Wiscon-
sinSeniorMedicarePatrol.

“When Medicare recipients, their
families and caregivers are more
informed, they are not powerless
against fraud, abuse and errors,” said
Ingrid Kundinger, project manager.
“The Wisconsin Senior Medicare
Patrol provides education, outreach
and counseling services to reach as
many Wisconsin Medicare benefi-
ciaries as possible,” she said, adding,
“If you are touched by Medicare in
any way, our virtual event on March
3 will be an excellent introduction to
preventing, detecting and reporting
Medicare issues.”

looks at health care fraud

Medicare is the federal health
insurance program for people who
are 65 or older and certain younger
people with disabilities or permanent
kidney failure. Over $60 billion a
year is the estimated cost of Medi-
care fraud, abuse and errors. This
cost is borne by Medicare recipients
who are paying for services they may
not need, or by having their medical
identities stolen, and ultimately by
all taxpayers. It can also put benefi-
ciaries’ health and welfare at risk.
Kundinger said the Facebook Live
event will provide potential solutions

to help mitigate these losses.

Kundinger noted that updated
information will be made available
leading up to the virtual event on
March 3. More information will be
coming on the Wisconsin Senior
Medicare Patrol Facebook page. In-
formation is also available by calling
the Wisconsin Senior Medicare Pa-
trol’s confidential, toll-free helpline,
888-818-2611.

The Wisconsin Senior Medicare
Patrol program is housed at the
Greater Wisconsin Agency on Aging
Resources.

SAVVY SENIOR

Super cheap smartphone plans for scrimping seniors

Dear Savvy Senior,

Can you direct me to some really
cheap wireless smartphone plans for
seniors who don’t use much data?

I use my smartphone primarily for
texting and talking but need some
data for checking my email and a few
other things when I'm away from Wi-
Fi. Right now, I pay $30 per month
but am looking for a better deal.
Senior Scrimper

Dear Scrimper,

There are several super
cheap wirelesses providers I can
recommend for older smartphone
users who are looking to save money
by paring down their cell phone
plan. Here are three of the cheapest
options available that you can switch
to without sacrificing the quality of
your service.

For extremely light smartphone
data users, the very cheapest wireless
plan available today is through
Tello (Tello.com), which lets you
build your own plan based on your
needs or budget. For as little as $6
per month, you can get unlimited
texting, 100 minutes of talk time and
500 megabytes of high-speed data.
Increases in talk time or data can be
added in $1 increments.

Tello uses the T-Mobile network
and gives you the option to bring
your existing phone or purchase a
new device, while keeping your same
phone number if you wish. If you
want to keep your phone, it must be
unlocked. Just enter your phone’s ID
(press *#06# on your keypad to get
it) on Tello’s website to make sure
that it’s compatible with the network.

Another super cheap plan to
consider is the annual prepaid plan

offered through
Boost Mobile
(BoostMobile.
com). For only
$100 per year (or
$8.33 per month)
this plan provides
unlimited
talk, text and 1
gigabyte of 5G
JIM MILLER or 4G data each
month. If you need more data, their
$150 annual plan (or $12.50/month)
gets you 5 GB.

Boost Mobile uses the T-Mobile
and AT&T networks and lets you use
your existing phone (if compatible)
or buy a new one.

A third option to look into is Mint
Mobile (MintMobile.com), which is
recommended by Consumer Reports
and has one of the best values for
a cheap plan. Mint offers a $15 per
month plan (plus taxes and fees)
that provides unlimited talk and text,
and 4 GB of 5G/4G data each month.
They also use the T-Mobile network
and will let you use your existing
phone (if compatible) or buy a new
one.

If your income is low enough,
another option you should check into
is the Lifeline Assistance Program.
This is a federal program that
provides a $9.25 monthly subsidy
that could go toward your phone or
internet service.

To qualify, yowll need to show
that you’re receiving certain types
of government benefits such as
Medicaid, SNAP (food stamps), SSI,
public housing assistance, veterans’
pension and survivors’ benefit, or
live on federally recognized Tribal
lands. If your annual household

income is at or below 135% of the
Federal Poverty Guidelines — $17,388
for one person, or $23,517 for two —
you’re also eligible.

To check your eligibility or apply,
visit LifelineSupport.org. If you do
qualify, contact a wireless provider
in your area that participates in the
Lifeline program and sign up for

service with them. You can also ask
your current company to apply your
Lifeline benefit to a service you are
already getting, if it offers the benefit.

Jim Miller is a contributor to the NBC “Today" show
and author of “The Savvy Senior" book. Send your
senior questions to: Savvy Senior, P.0. Box 5443,
Norman, OK 73070, or visit SavvySenior.org.
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Curtin new promoter for speedway, fairgrounds

Luepke reflects on his
time at the position

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

A personnel change has affected the
Shawano Speedway and the Shawano
County Fairgrounds.

Brad Luepke, who was the market-
ing and promotions manager for the
speedway and fairgrounds, moved on
and Shawano resident Karly Curtin
has taken over.

Curtin was born and raised in
Shawano. After high school she gradu-
ated from University of Wisconsin-
Oshkosh with a degree in journalism
and public relations. Before this posi-
tion, Curtin had most recently been
employed at the North Star Mohican
Casino and Resort, running their digi-
tal marketing.

She said that she applied for the
marketing and promotions manager
for the speedway and the fairgrounds,
because of her familiarity with it, as
well as to continue to build experi-
ence.

“I was pretty much raised around
the racetrack,” said Curtin. “My dad
raced pretty much my whole life.”

Spending a lot of her child and
teenage years around the speedway
and fairgrounds, Curtin said that the
feeling of working here is a little odd.

“I always tell everyone that I never
in a million years expected to be in this
position,” said Curtin. “I feel like it is
perfect for me though, because one of
my strengths is planning events and
I will get a lot of opportunities to do

that here. To be
around people is
what is most excit-
ing to me.”

She also added
that this experi-
ence for her has
been very hum-
bling.

“It is rare that
someone my age
is ever put into this position,” said
Curtin, who is 26. “It is humbling to be
in a position, much less a sport, that
has been historically male dominated.
I have always said that I hope younger
girls can look at me and know that
they can achieve whatever they set
their mind to and be just as successful
as males.”

Curtin has been in this position
since the start of the new year, where
she has learned more about the posi-
tion, as well as met many people. She
said that in this position, there are a
couple of goals that she wants to meet.

“My biggest thing at the speedway
is the kids zone,” said Curtin. “The
reason I want to focus on it more is
because of the memories that I made
when I was growing up there. It is re-
ally important to get kids involved.”

She added that she wants to build a
stronger and more cohesive relation-
ship with sponsors.

“I really want to make sure that we
have a good relationship with them,
because without them and the fans
supporting the track, there wouldn’t
be a track,” said Curtin. “Listening to
what they want and being adaptable
will help to strengthen those bonds.”

Curtin said that her relationship
with the community and speedway has

KARLY CURTIN

meant everything
to her.

“The fair has
been here for 140
years, so I want to
continue build-
ing that relation-
ship between
the speedway,

fairgrounds and
community,
because of my experiences with them,”
said Curtin.

As for Luepke, he has enjoyed his
time showcasing the fair and speed-
way.

“I was there for seven great years,”
said Luepke. “I met so many great rac-
ers and so many great fans.”

Luepke said that this was a job that
he was fully committed to for the last
seven years.

“You are working seven days a
week,” said Luepke. “I loved my time
there, though.”

In this position, Luepke said that he
handled sponsorships, promotions and
managing awards, along with other
duties.

“The list is about four pages long
with everything I had to do,” said
Luepke. “You are definitely the jack-of-
all-trades in that position.”

He said that during his time there,
he formed a lot of friendships and cre-
ated a lot of memories that will last the
rest of his life.

“Building Racing for a Reason was
a big one for me,” said Luepke. “That
became an event where everybody
marked on their calendar to be there.

I will also have memories of meeting
all of the fans, drivers and crews who
became a second family to me.”

BRAD LUEPKE

Luepke pointed to finding another
job and wanting to spend more time
with his family as a reason why he left
this position.

“I had another opportunity come,
and my daughter graduated high
school. That’s where it hit me that I
missed all of her proms, golf outings
and graduations,” said Luepke. “I did
not want to miss my son’s stuff, with
him being a sophomore in high school.
The biggest reason was to spend more
time with my family.”

According to Luepke, there were a
couple of things that he learned during
his time in this position.

“I learned about dedication and
hard work, from those people who
have been running the speedway and
the fairgrounds,” said Luepke. “They
taught me what it means to be dedicat-
ed to one thing and the drive it takes
to make something successful. That
seven years was big in my life.”

He said that he will use what he has
learned from his seven years in this
position to help him in his next.

“You learn to deal with a lot of dif-
ferent personalities,” said Luepke. “I
deal with a wide variety of people ev-
ery day from all over the area. Learn-
ing how to deal with diverse people
will help me at this new position.”

Luepke extended his congratula-
tions to Curtin and said that her back-
ground will be a huge success for the
speedway and the fairgrounds.

“I think that having her with her
background in marketing and racing
will be a huge success for the speed-
way and the fairgrounds,” said Luepke.
“I think that the Shawano Speedway
and the fairgrounds are in good
hands.”

Casimir Pulaski Days coming in

For the past nine years, Promote
Pulaski Inc., a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
corporation, has helped to promote
Pulaski by hosting the Casimir
Pulaski Days event along with many
businesses and organizations that
have sponsored the event.

The festival will take place March
6-13. The committee is bringing
back the Mollie B “Casimir Pulaski’s
Birthday Celebration” Virtual Polka
Show at 6:30 p.m. March 6. A historic
virtual bus tour of local bars in and
around Pulaski, Wisconsin, “If These
Bars Could Talk” will show at 6:30
p.m. March 9.

On March 11, Mountain Bay Bar
will host the Wicka’s Famous Polka

Jam Session from 2-6 p.m. and Ca-
simir’s Polka Party Dance from 7-11
p-m., featuring “Live Wire.” There
will be a $5 cover charge.

On March 12, the Scolly’s His-
toric Ballroom (formerly known
as Zielinski’s Historic Ballroom)
will host the first-ever Concertina
Swap Meet in the afternoon, and in
the evening from 7-11 p.m., the Big
Casimir Dance. There will be basket
raffles and special performances by
the youngest talent in Pulaski, Zan-
der’s Music rayMakers, along with
the featured IPA Tribute Band from
Chicago, Illinois. Admission is $15
for adults, but anyone under 18 gets
in free.

March to northeast Wisconsin

Promote Pulaski will again host
the Casimir Pulaski Raffle, an online
virtual raffle. This year, it will feature
an authentic, commercial grade Skee-
Ball Home Arcade Premium Machine
as top prize, valued at $5,000. The
raffle launched live on Facebook on
Feb. 14. The Skee-Ball was donated
by The Village Companies of Pulaski.
This commercial-grade machine is
specifically designed for homes.

Anyone can participate in the
raffle by purchasing chances through
the online raffle. Proceeds from the
raffle will go toward the nonprofit’s
projects and events to help continue
their mission building tourism and
business in Pulaski and surrounding

areas. The raffle will run through
March 12.

Casimir Pulaski Day is a holiday
celebrated around the country, on
the first Monday in March, honoring
Revolutionary War hero Gen. Casi-
mir Pulaski. One of the goals of the
nonprofit organization has been to
educate the public about Count Casi-
mir Pulaski and why this community
was named after him.

Currently, the organization is
looking for sponsors and donations
for this event. Businesses and organi-
zations are encouraged to participate.
For information, call 920-822-4450,
email promotepulaski@gmail.com, or
visit www.casimirpulaskidays.com.
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NEW Media seeks freelancers to craft feature
stories, cover community and high school sports, and
cover events of local interest in Shawano, Oconto and
Menominee counties for our online and print products.
Self-starting correspondents have the opportunity to
meet new people, learn about their communities and tell
interesting stories to a broad audience. Correspondents
must be able to take photos to accompany stories. Send
a cover letter detailing your writing and photography
experience and your fees, along with any clips you might
have, to editor@newmedia-wi.com. Put “Correspondent”
in the header.
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Menominee collection in New York reviewed

Grignon looks over more than 300 items housed inside American Museum of Natural History

By LYNN ZAFFRANN
Correspondent

David Grignon, the tribal historic
preservation officer for the Menomi-
nee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin, is
tasked with preserving the cultural
heritage of the Menominee people,
who have a deep connection to their
ancestral lands.

“The Menominees are the oldest
continuous residents of Wisconsin,”
said Grignon.

His department is responsible for
any areas of cultural preservation
within the ancestral tribal lands that
have been the tribe’s home for thou-
sands of years.

“We remain on our ancestral lands
and owe that to the Menominee chiefs,
Chief Oshkosh in particular, who ne-
gotiated treaties with the government,”
Grignon said.

In November 2021, Grignon visited
the American Museum of Natural His-
tory in New York as the tribe’s Native
American Graves Preservation and
Repatriation Act (NAGRPA) repre-
sentative. He met with members of the
museum’s anthropology department
to review the more than 300 Menomi-
nee items in the museum’s collection.
NAGRPA allows Indigenous tribes to
determine the ownership of cultural
items found on federal or tribal land,
and in this case, items held in the col-
lections of the American Museum of
Natural History.

David Grignon, tribal historic preservation officer for the Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin, examines a colorful collection of Menominee twined bags
in the division of anthropology for the American Museum of Natural History. Menominee weavers are reviving the techniques used to create these versatile
pieces, which often include two different motifs on the front and back.

Meeting with the museum’s NAG-
PRA staff, Grignon reviewed Menomi-
nee objects in the Hall of Eastern
Woodlands Indians.

“It was kinda sad to see these

While reviewing ethnographic material, David Grignon and members of the cultural resources office at
the American Museum of Natural History were struck by a surprise find in the AMNH collections — two
papers carefully sewed into the sides of this piece, with handwritten notes from a Menominee person
M. SHANLEY | AMNH

practicing English cursive on Jan. 24, 1913.

items,” Grignon said. “I wished they
were back (on tribal lands).”

He also went behind-the-scenes to
assess sacred and ceremonial pieces.
He ceremonially cleansed sacred items
in the museum’s “smudge room,”
speaking to them in the Menominee
language. The room is an area desig-
nated by the museum specifically for
use by tribal representatives.

Grignon would like to see some of
the ethnographic objects and cer-
emonial objects returned to the tribe.
Menominee tribal elders will consider
his recommendations.

NAGRPA requires federal agencies
and institutions that receive federal
funding to return Indigenous cul-
tural items to Native American tribes.
Grignon works with various museums
to review collections identified as
Menominee and request repatriation
of the items to the tribe, as authorized
by Menominee tribal elders.

Through his endeavors, Grignon
has repatriated more than 200 items,
including human remains, from
various museums. Human remains re-
turned to the tribe are buried in a spe-
cial burial ground on the reservation.
Ethnographic objects are on display

M. SHANLEY | AMNH

in the Menominee Cultural Museum
in Keshena. Sacred items, such as
ceremonial artifacts, charms, medicine
bags, etc., are not placed on display.

The act, passed in 1990, requires
institutions and museums, such as the
American Museum of Natural History,
to inventory remains and cultural ob-
jects for Native American Tribes and
to allow the review and assessment by
tribal representatives. A recent inven-
tory prompted Grignon’s November
visit to the museum.

The Menominee Historic Preserva-
tion Department has a staff of three,
and relies on numerous volunteers to
assist with the preservation work.

Many of the Menominee artifacts at
the museum were obtained by Alanson
B. Skinner, when he was employed
as an anthropologist there in the
early 1900s. Some of his writings and
pamphlets are held in the Smithsonian
libraries. He is viewed as having great
success in field work with Indigenous
tribes, specifically the Menominee,
and brought many artifacts from
Wisconsin to the museum. Having the
artifacts returned to tribal grounds
will continue the cultural preservation
efforts of Grignon.
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Holsey: Resilience key to tribes thriving

Stockbridge-Munsee president delivers State of the Tribes to Wisconsin Assembly

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Resilience is a virtue of Native
American tribes in the past and con-
tinues to ring true in the present and
into the future, according to Shannon
Holsey, president of the Stockbridge-
Munsee Band of Mohican Indians.

Holsey addressed resilience con-
stantly in her 50-minute address to the
Wisconsin Assembly on Feb. 22 as she
gave the 18th annual State of the Tribes
address. She talked of the tribes’ resil-
ience as they faced assimilation and
extinction in centuries past, and she
told of the continued resilience today
as they lead the way in combatting the
coronavirus pandemic.

“In spite of the many determined
efforts to extinguish our people, we are
still here,” Holsey said.

Holsey noted that addressing
the treatment of Native Americans
throughout history is not an easy thing
for anyone to hear, let alone acknowl-
edge. She said the country has a
history of “genocide, ethnic cleansing,
forced removals and brutal assimila-
tionist policies” that make it hard, even
today, to give Indigenous peoples the
respect and honor they deserve.

“Our discomfort in sharing this
painful, collective history pales in
comparison to the lived experience
that so many Native people endured in
the past 530 years,” Holsey said.

That history is being threatened,
she added, because of a bill going
through the Wisconsin Legislature that
prohibits critical race theory. Holsey
pointed out that accurately teaching
history is essential to showing what
happened to tribes and should not be
removed “for fear of hurting students’
feelings.”

“It is our view and response as trib-
al nations that perhaps what is needed
is not critical theory but more criti-
cal thinking,” Holsey said. “To have
critical thinking, you have to face the
full, natural history head on. As you
can see from the many tribal members
here today, American Indians are not a
people of the past.”

Holsey took a shot at sports,
cartooning and mascots for being
detrimental and degrading to Native
Americans. Having native mascots
like the Atlanta Braves continues
to showcase tribal people as carica-
tures instead of decent human be-
ings, she said, and it’s affecting the

Shannon Holsey, president of the Stockbridge-Munsee Band of Mohican Indians, delivers the State of the Tribes address Feb. 22 before the Wisconsin As-
sembly on behalf of the 11 federally recognized tribes in Wisconsin.

health of tribal youth.

“Low self-esteem factors promi-
nently in suicides, and our teen suicide
has been at or near the highest level in
the United States for more than a cen-
tury,” Holsey said. “This is a matter of
life and death for most Native peoples.
It is also the main reason so many of
us devote time and energy to ridding
sports of these dehumanizing, belit-
tling, objectifying behaviors.”

She noted that tribes did not get
a religious freedom act from the U.S.
government until the 1970s, and ac-
tion was not taken to allow tribes to
recover ancestral remains and cultural

artifacts from museums until the 1990s.

“We are still the only segment

of society that cannot use the First
Amendment to protect our sacred
places,” Holsey said. “Far too long,
Indigenous people have faced discrim-
ination, disrespect, violence and op-
pressive use of words and imagery. As
long as we can be treated badly in this
very public way, Native people will
continue to be persistently mistreated,

and our collective and individual rights
will be at risk.”

Holsey also related the hard road
tribes have in retaining their tradi-
tional languages, noting that those
languages link their people to all of
their relatives and to the creatures of
the world.

“When a language becomes extinct,
just like the gray wolf, it can take with
it much of our history and the cul-
ture of our people who spoke it and
continue to revere it,” Holsey said. “I
cannot stress enough the importance
of retaining our tribal languages.”

Holsey told the Assembly of some
of the positive things going on with
tribes. She praised the 11 federally
recognized tribes in Wisconsin for
“leading the way” in mitigation efforts
to curb the coronavirus pandemic and
getting their people vaccinated.

“As we struggle with the COVID-19
pandemic and the economic revitaliza-
tion, Indigenous communities are no
longer content to wait for others to
make decisions for us. These days are

WISCONSIN EYE

gone,” Holsey said. “Given the tribes’
leadership and forward movement
during the pandemic to protect not
only our communities but the commu-
nities around us, I believe there were
lessons to be learned from the tribes’
responses to the pandemic.”

From the beginning, tribal leaders
were clear in what needed to be done
to 