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A popular Townsend restaurant 
known for its pizza burned to the 
ground Dec. 18.

The Townsend Volunteer Fire 
Department was called out at 1:55 a.m. 
after flames were spotted coming from 
the Golden Eagle, 18025 State Highway 
32 on the north end of Townsend.

When crews arrived, the restaurant 
was fully engulfed. While the ends 
of the structure once known as the 
Red Arrow Motel were still standing 
afterward, the building is considered a 
total loss.

Although the fire was extinguished 
by daybreak, the smoldering remains 
proved pesky, as the department was 
called back at least twice for flareups 
over the next two days.

No one was injured. The cause of 
the fire was under investigation.

Fire destroys  
Golden Eagle in Townsend

Crews were called back for flareups at least twice
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

The fire that destroyed the Golden Eagle restaurant in Townsend early Dec. 18 continues to smolder the 
following day. Firefighters were called back to the scene for flareups at least twice. 
 WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

The Oconto Falls School Board 
is standing by its decision to have 
students return to in-person learning 
on Jan. 4.

The board on Dec. 14 let stand its 
November decision to return to the 
schedule that started the school year, 
with students in class four days a week 
and virtual instruction on Wednes-
days.

After a month-long virtual pause 
in October because of high COVID-19 
numbers, the school district set a 
schedule in November and December 
in which students attended school four 
days a week for two weeks, then spent 
two weeks in a combination of virtual 
classes and holidays, built around 
breaks for Thanksgiving, deer season, 
Christmas and New Year’s.

The idea was to provide two-week 
buffers, based on the belief that CO-
VID can gestate up to 14 days before 
showing symptoms. 

The board believed by January the 
metrics would allow a return to the 

four-day schedule.
Superintendent Dean Hess laid out 

the option of providing one last virtual 
buffer week from Jan. 4-8, because of 
concerns that families will gather for a 
“normal” Christmas holiday and further 
spread the disease. 

He added that he could argue the 
issue either way.

“Staff members miss their students. 
They miss being able to have a greater 
impact on them, a greater ability to 
ensure that they’re engaged, all those 
positive things that end up resulting 
in a higher level of student learning,” 
Hess said. “With that in mind, they 
also recognize the fact that we’re deal-
ing with things outside of our control 
right now.”

Before addressing the matter, the 
board had heard a parent present 
concerns about the impact of virtual 
learning on student grades, absentee-
ism and mental health.

 Student council leaders presented 
results of a high school survey that 
showed 62.7% of students prefer 
in-person class and only 19.5% prefer 

virtual learning, with the rest having 
no preference.

More telling, the survey found that 
the general question “How are you, on 
a scale of 1 to 5,” with 1 being terrible 
and 5 being great, found that nearly 
two-thirds were feeling poorly or 
neutral and only one-third were doing 
OK to great.

The board declined to take action 
on changing the Jan. 4 return date.

“I haven’t seen enough data to sug-
gest that we’re taking a large risk by 
coming back to school on the fourth,” 
said Clint Gardebrecht, board secre-
tary. “I would further like to see us in 
the January meeting, or if not then the 
February meeting, really starting the 
discussion of do we need Wednesdays 
to be virtual and consider going back 
to five days.”

Board vice president Jan Stranz 
encouraged the community to help 
keep metrics down by limiting their 
Christmas gatherings and practicing 
social distancing protocols when they 
do meet.

School board stands pat on Jan. 4 return date
Oconto Falls students will meet in person four days a week

By WARREN BLUHM

News Editor
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The Oconto County death toll from 
COVID-19 rose into the mid-30s last 
week.

Human Services Director Mike 
Reimer told the county board Dec. 17 
that the state Department of Health 
Services was reporting 35 deaths 
among county residents.

“The death figure is about a month 
behind usually, because it takes a little 
time for the medical examiner to certi-
fy the death. So the number is certainly 
higher than that,” Reimer said. As if to 
confirm that statement, the state’s of-
ficial count rose to 36 the next day and 
to 37 over the weekend.

The number of positive tests for 
the coronavirus jumped in the county 
this fall, Reimer said. As of Oct. 1, 

about one in every 20 Oconto County 
residents had tested positive; by Nov. 1 
the figure was one in 14, and on Dec. 1 
it was one in 10.

Although COVID-19 vaccines have 
been approved and distribution has 
begun, Reimer warned that it will still 
be a few months before local residents 
can expect to receive inoculations.

“People see that the vaccine is 
available, and we’re getting calls (say-
ing), ‘I’m going to come down and get 
my shot,’” Reimer said. “We’re not 
even close to that yet.”

Public Health Officer Debra 
Konitzer said workers in health care, 
law enforcement and the Highway 
Department (such as snowplow op-
erators) are likely to get the vaccine 
before members of the general public.

“The logistics are pretty compli-
cated, but we have been talking about 
it for quite some time,” Konitzer said. 
“As for a time frame for when the vac-
cine will be here, it’s really unknown.”

COVID death toll 
continues to climb
County officials  

unsure when vaccine 
will be available locally

By WARREN BLUHM

News Editor

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

At least three candidates emerged 
almost immediately after Gov. Tony 
Evers called a special election for the 
89th Assembly District, where state 
Rep. John Nygren recently gave up his 
seat.

Nygren, R-Marinette, resigned Dec. 
1 and was introduced a few days later 
as new executive director of the Wis-
consin Association of Health Plans. 
Evers ordered the special election to 
be held April 6, coinciding with the 
statewide 2021 spring election.

Democrat Karl Jaeger of Crivitz, 
who lost the Nov. 3 election to Nygren, 
announced that he would be a can-
didate in the special election, as did 

Republican Debbie Jacques of Green 
Bay. The Wisconsin Campaign Fi-
nance Information System also shows 
that Republican Michael T. Kunesh of 
Marinette registered a campaign com-
mittee this month, although Kunesh 
had yet to make an announcement.

If a primary is necessary, it will be 
held on Feb. 16. Circulation of nomi-
nation papers for the special election 
began Dec. 18 and must be filed by 5 
p.m. Jan. 8. That’s three days later than 
the deadline for the regular election, 
in which papers have been circulating 
since Dec. 1 for offices including state 
superintendent of public instruction, 
judges in many counties, and munici-
pal and school district boards.

The 89th Assembly District in-
cludes parts of Brown and Marinette 
counties as well as the City of Oconto 
and the Oconto County towns of 
Abrams, Little River, Little Suamico, 
Oconto, Pensaukee and Stiles.

Candidates emerge for 
special election in 89th
April 6 vote will 

coincide with the 
regular spring election

By NEW MEDIA STAFF
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Proceedings of Dec. 18
Holly T. Santa-Ana, 31, Fairfax, 

Virginia, was sentenced to two 
years in prison, followed by five 
years of extended supervision, for 
first-degree reckless homicide in 
the drug-related death of Christian 
Matelski in Gillett on Jan. 3, 2016. 

Judge Michael T. Judge ordered 
that among other conditions during 
extended supervision, Santa-Ana 
must maintain absolute sobriety, 
install an alcohol sensor on any 
vehicle she owns, undergo and fol-
low through with drug and mental 
health treatment, wear an electron-
ic monitoring bracelet and write an 
annual apology letter to the victim’s 
family, to be submitted to the De-
partment of Corrections.

After a preliminary hearing, Ty-
ler J. Wolf, 31, Oconto, was bound 
over on charges of strangulation 
and suffocation and misdemeanor 
counts of battery, criminal damage 
to property and disorderly conduct, 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Oct. 15.

 Arraignment was scheduled for 
Jan. 14.

Proceedings of Dec. 17
Darrin A. Niec, 20, Phelps, plead-

ed no contest to fleeing an officer 
in a vehicle, in connection with 
an incident that occurred May 19. 
Judge Michael T. Judge scheduled 
sentencing for Feb. 26 and ordered 
a pre-sentence investigation. At 
that time Judge will consider revok-
ing Niec’s probation and imposing a 
sentence for an aggravated battery 
conviction in connection with an 
incident that occurred Dec. 2, 2018.

Daniel E. Links, 51, Crivitz, 
pleaded no contest to operating a 
motor vehicle while intoxicated 
(fourth offense) and misdemeanor 
bail jumping, in connection with an 
incident that occurred Oct. 7. 

Judge Michael T. Judge sched-
uled sentencing for Feb. 25 and or-
dered a pre-sentence investigation.

After a preliminary hearing, Ste-
ven N. Lewis Jr., 31, Oshkosh, was 
bound over on charges of posses-
sion with intent to deliver am-
phetamine and maintaining a drug 
trafficking place, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
Feb. 18. 

Arraignment was scheduled for 
Feb. 11.

Thomas E. Neff, 24, Mountain, 
pleaded no contest to a misde-
meanor charge of fourth-degree 
sexual assault, reduced from a 
felony count in a plea agreement, 

in connection with an incident that 
occurred April 18. Judge Michael 
T. Judge scheduled sentencing for 
Feb. 26 and ordered a pre-sentence 
investigation.

Devin L. Jerabek, 24, Manitowoc, 
waived his right to a preliminary 
hearing and was bound over on 
charges of manufacture with intent 
to deliver heroin, manufacture 
with intent to deliver cocaine and 
maintaining a drug trafficking place, 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Nov. 19, 2019. 
Arraignment was scheduled for Jan. 
14.

After a preliminary hearing, 
Micky W. Michalak, 53, Oconto, was 
bound over on charges of taking 
and driving a vehicle without the 
owner’s consent and misdemeanor 
counts of criminal damage to 
property and resisting or obstruct-
ing an officer, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
May 18. Arraignment was scheduled 
for Feb. 11.

Proceedings of Dec. 16
Ryan L. Messinger, 35, Green 

Bay, was placed on two years of 
probation for operating a motor ve-
hicle without the owner’s consent 
and misdemeanor bail jumping, in 
connection with an incident that 
occurred Nov. 13, 2019. 

Judge Jay N. Conley ordered 
conditions that include 120 days in 
the county jail, maintaining em-
ployment and absolute sobriety, 
and a psychological evaluation and 
follow-through.

After a preliminary hearing, 
Sarah L. Alberts, 38, Oconto, was 
bound over on charges of chronic 
neglect of a child with the conse-
quence of sexual assault, harboring 
or aiding a felon and failure to act 
against a child sex assault, in con-
nection with an incident that alleg-
edly occurred Aug. 11. Arraignment 
was scheduled for Jan. 14.

Proceedings of Dec. 15
Marsha A. Cassell, 42, Suring, 

was placed on three years’ proba-
tion after a state prison sentence 
was imposed and stayed for pos-
session of methamphetamine and 
misdemeanor counts of bail jump-
ing and resisting or obstructing 
an officer, in connection with an 
incident that occurred Aug. 6. 

Judge Jay N. Conley ordered 
Cassell to spend six months in the 
county jail as a condition of proba-
tion, with good-time privileges. 
Other conditions are a no-contact 

order and that she maintain abso-
lute sobriety and employment.

After a preliminary hearing, 
Tyler J. Klempke, 20, Crivitz, was 
bound over on two counts of sec-
ond-degree recklessly endangering 
safety and possession of a firearm 
by a person convicted of a felony, 
as well as misdemeanor disorderly 
conduct, in connection with an inci-
dent that allegedly occurred Sept. 
25. Arraignment was scheduled for 
Jan. 14.

After a preliminary hearing, Da-
vid Jordan Engel, 38, Oconto Falls, 
was bound over on two counts of 
burglary and two counts of theft, 
in connection with incidents that 
allegedly occurred Aug. 16 and 28. 
Arraignment was scheduled for Jan. 
14.

Bradley D. Schulte, 26, Oconto, 
waived his right to a preliminary 
hearing and was bound over on 
charges of possession of meth-
amphetamine and misdemeanor 
counts of possession of amphet-
amine/LSD/psilocin and possession 
of drug paraphernalia, in connec-
tion with an incident that allegedly 
occurred Nov. 8.

 Arraignment was scheduled for 
Jan. 14.

Joshua Earl Stone, 30, Oconto 
Falls, waived his right to a prelimi-
nary hearing and pleaded not guilty 
to possession of narcotic drugs and 
misdemeanor counts of possession 
of drug paraphernalia and posses-
sion of a controlled substance, in 
connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Nov. 14. 

A pre-trial conference was 
scheduled for Jan. 14.

Proceedings of Dec. 14
Edward A. LaRock, 35, Peshtigo, 

pleaded not guilty to charges of 
fleeing an officer in a vehicle, in 
connection with an incident that 
occurred May 17. Four related 
charges were dismissed but will be 
read into the record. Judge Michael 
T. Judge scheduled sentencing for 
Feb. 25 and ordered a pre-sentence 
investigation.

Bond was set at $5,000 cash for 
Dane L. Ades, 58, Oconto, after he 
was charged with bail jumping in 
connection with an incident that al-
legedly occurred Dec. 14. His initial 
court appearance was adjourned 
until Jan. 15.

Proceedings of Dec. 11
Steele J. Roes, 21, currently 

incarcerated at Redgranite Correc-
tional Institution, was sentenced to 

four additional years in prison for 
burglary, followed by four addition-
al years of extended supervision, 
in connection with an incident that 
occurred in Oconto County on Oct. 
7, 2019. Two other felony counts 
were dismissed but read into the 
record.

 Judge Michael T. Judge ruled 
that after 2 1/2 years, Roes may 
participate in the substance abuse 
program, which allows for earlier 
release if completed successfully. 
During extended supervision, Roes 
must maintain absolute sobriety 
and comply with any assessment 
and follow-through ordered by the 
Department of Corrections.

Paula J. Petersen, 59, Lena, 
pleaded no contest to charges of 
strangulation and suffocation and 
misdemeanor battery and disor-
derly conduct, in connection with 
an incident that occurred May 25. 
Pursuant to a deferred judgment 
agreement, Judge Michael T. Judge 
withheld finding her guilty on the 
felony charge and placed her on 18 
months of probation for the misde-
meanors. 

Conditions include that she 
maintain absolute sobriety and 
follow through with any treatment 
ordered by the Department of Cor-
rections.

Jacquelyn Marie Kummerer-
Braun, 29, Green Bay, pleaded not 
guilty to charges of attempted ve-
hicle theft and misdemeanor counts 
of resisting or obstructing an officer 
and theft of movable property, in 
connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Aug. 25. A pre-
trial conference was scheduled for 
Jan. 14.

Proceedings of Dec. 10
Brian J. Ragen, 58, Oconto, 

pleaded not guilty to homicide by 
operating a motor vehicle with a 
restricted controlled substance and 
operating with a restricted con-
trolled substance (fifth offense), in 
connection with a vehicle-pedes-
trian accident that claimed the life 
of Chris Tyni of Oconto on Nov. 21, 
2019.

A pre-trial conference was 
scheduled for Jan. 14.

Patricia Jean Beyer, 47, Little 
Chute, waived her right to a pre-
liminary hearing on a charge of 
operating a motor vehicle while 
intoxicated (seventh, eighth, or 
ninth offense), in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
Nov. 19. Arraignment was sched-
uled for Jan. 14.

O CO N TO  CO U N T Y  C I R C U I T  CO U RT
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Casey Joel Benson, 30, Ashwaube-
non, pleaded not guilty to misappro-
priating identity information to obtain 
money, in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred Nov. 6, 2019. 

A pre-trial conference was sched-
uled for Jan. 14.

Bond was set at $20,000 cash for 

Tracey Lee Bartlett, 59, Oconto, after 
he was charged with 13 counts of pos-
session of child pornography, in con-
nection with an incident that allegedly 
occurred Jan. 27. 

His initial appearance was ad-
journed until Jan. 14.

Maria C. Laws, 33, Lena, pleaded 

not guilty to possession with intent to 
deliver methamphetamine, possession 
with intent to deliver THC, two counts 
possession of narcotic drugs, and mis-
demeanor possession of drug parapher-
nalia, in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred Aug. 18. 

A pre-trial conference was sched-

uled for Jan. 14.
A bench warrant was issued for 

Logan D. Race, 17, Oconto, after he 
failed to appear on charges of child 
abuse intentionally causing harm and 
misdemeanor disorderly conduct, in 
connection with an incident that al-
legedly occurred Aug. 10.

Greetings, Morgan. The Town of 
Morgan was recently the recipient of a 
$5,000 grant that has greatly improved 
the efficiency in which elections are 
conducted.

The Center for Tech and Civic 
Life (CTCL) COVID-19 Response 
Grant was awarded after town clerk 

Julie Belongia 
jumped at the 
opportunity to 
apply for this 
grant back in 
September. 
Julie learned of 
this grant from 
Oconto County 
Clerk Kim 
Pytleski, and she 

was further persuaded to apply for it 
when Little River Town Clerk Amy 
Peterson mentioned that Little River 
had also recently been awarded a 
$5,000 grant from CTCL.

Since over 2,500 voting jurisdic-
tions nationwide applied for this grant, 

it may have seemed like Morgan had 
a slim chance of becoming a grant 
recipient. 

However, two weeks later, Julie and 
the rest of the town board were very 
happy to learn that Morgan had been 
selected.

This grant money is being used to 
pay off the balance owed on the new 
election machine, which is a tabulator 
that counts votes and takes a picture of 
both the front and back of every ballot. 

This means that Morgan’s poll 
workers no longer have to count the 
ballots by hand at the end of each elec-
tion.

The results from this tabulator are 
ready approximately 15 minutes after 
the polls are closed. Julie figures that 
six hours were saved during the No-
vember election by using this machine, 
instead of poll workers hand-counting 
the 673 ballots cast in Morgan.

Julie also assures Morgan voters 
that this new machine is highly ac-
curate. 

Morgan’s voting equipment was 
randomly selected to be audited after 
the November election by the Wiscon-
sin Elections Commission. 

This audit consisted of a manual 
count of all of Morgan’s ballots to see 
if the totals matched those of the tabu-
lator machine.

The audit was completed on Nov. 
24 at the Oconto County Courthouse, 
and zero errors were discovered.

Thank you to Julie for pursuing 
this grant opportunity, which in turn 
improves the election process in 
Morgan. Julie would like to thank her 
friend Amy Peterson of Little River in 
encouraging her to apply for the grant.

Best wishes to you and your family 
for a very merry holiday season.MEGAN OSWALD Julie Belongia, pictured at her desk at the town 

hall, is Morgan’s hardworking town clerk. 
 MEGAN OSWALD

Respectfully submitted by “Megan from Morgan” — 
Megan (Stranz) Oswald

Morgan gets $5,000 grant for elections
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OBITUARIES
Robert “Bob” O. Bishop, 90, of 

Mountain, passed away on Sunday, 
Dec. 13, 2020. Bobby was born Sept. 
25, 1930, to the late Clarence and 
LouSina (Reynolds) Bishop in Green 
Bay. He attended Annunciation 
Grade School and Central Academy 
High School. During the Korean 
War, Bobby served his country 
in the United States Air Force. 
Throughout his life, Bob worked as 
a painter and a bar owner before 
retiring from Nu-Line in Suring.

Bob was a very humble and kind 
man. His family and friends were a 
very important part of his life. He 
loved to be around people. Bob’s 
three children loved him to the 
moon and back. He always had the 
ability to laugh at himself or his situ-
ation. Bob handed these traits down 
to each of his children. He led a 
simple life and showed much love to 
his wife and children. Bob enjoyed 
painting, tinkering with anything, 

playing cards, 
fishing with La-
vern, a good fish 
fry and enjoyed 
a typical break-
fast after church 
with friends. In 
his later years, 
his favorite show 
was “The Price is 
Right” because af-

terward he was able to call the love 
of his life, Lavern. Bob had a rela-
tionship with his Lord Jesus Christ. 
He prayed for his family and friends 
every day. Because of this, we are 
assured that Dad is with Christ to-
day. We celebrate this fact and will 
see him once again.

Bob is survived by his three 
children, Ann (William) Gulledge, 
David (Karen) Czarnecki and Mark 
(Teresa) Czarnecki; grandchildren, 
Melissa Brown, Nathan Gulledge, 
Nichole Gulledge, Cianna Czarnecki, 

Sofia Czarnecki, Josiah Czarnecki, 
Isaiah Czarnecki, Lauren Czar-
necki, Amanda Czarnecki and Ryan 
Czarnecki; 15 great-grandchildren 
and four great-great-grandchildren; 
sister, Beverly (Dennis) Raiche; 
sister-in-law, Jeanette Bishop. He 
is further survived by many nieces, 
nephews, other relatives and friends.

He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Mary Ann Bishop; very special 
friend and love of his life for over 
25 years, Lavern Lardinois; parents, 
Clarence and LouSina; two broth-
ers, Chuck (Mary Ellen) Bishop and 
Donald Bishop; sister, Lois (Ken) 
Kennedy.

A celebration of life will be held 
Tuesday, Feb. 23, 2021, at Gruetzm-
acher Funeral Home in Suring from 
9:30 a.m. until the memorial service 
at 11 a.m. Bobby will be interred 
beside his wife, Mary Ann, at Breed 
Union Cemetery. Gruetzmacher 
Funeral Home is assisting the family 

with arrangements. Online condo-
lences can be expressed at www.
gruetzmacherfuneralhome.com.

The family would like to thank 
the staffs of Moraine Ridge Assisted 
Living, Kewaunee Health Services 
and Heartland Hospice, especially 
RN Martie, for the care and compas-
sion offered to Bobby and his family 
during their time of need. Further 
thanks to special friends Bobby and 
Linda Stit and Lenny and Phyllis 
Pelishek for their close friendship 
and loving care.

Robert O. Bishop

Leonard Klemens, 70, of Shawano, 
passed away on Wednesday, Dec. 16, 
2020. Lenny was born Oct. 8, 1950, to 
the late Walter and Paulina (Jaeger) 
Klemens in Shawano. He graduated 
from Washington High School in 
Two Rivers with the Class of 1969.

Lenny served his country in the 
United States Army from Aug. 4, 
1970, to July 30, 1973. He continued to 
serve in the Army Reserves until July 
1979. On July 12, 1975, Lenny married 
Donna Kasten. Lenny worked at Gil-
lett Cement Products for 36 years op-
erating heavy equipment. He greatly 

enjoyed outdoor 
activities includ-
ing hunting, fish-
ing, camping and 
yardwork. Lenny 
also enjoyed his 
time spent at the 
Shawano Speed-
way.

Leonard is sur-
vived by his three 

children, Heather (Todd) Skarban, 
Nicholas (Ali) Klemens, and Corey 
Klemens; three grandchildren, Em-
erich Skarban, Ellayna Skarban and 

Nolan Klemens; siblings, Dee (Dick) 
Oelke, Richard (Chris) Klemens, 
Dorothy Hesler, Sue (Ritchie) Pe-
terson, Helen McKenna, John (Sue) 
Klemens, Aggie Ollendorf; the chil-
dren’s mother, Donna Klemens. He 
is further survived by many nieces, 
nephews, other relatives and friends.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents.

Military honors will be held Mon-
day, Dec. 28, 2020, at Gruetzmacher 
Funeral Home in Suring at 3 p.m. 
followed by visitation until 5 p.m. A 
private burial will be held at a later 

date. Gruetzmacher Funeral Home in 
Suring is assisting the family with ar-
rangements. Online condolences can 
be expressed at www.gruetzmacher-
funeralhome.com.

Leonard Klemens

Gillett National 
Honor Society

Gillett High School National Honor Society offi-
cers for 2020-21 are, from left, Ryann Wagner, 
treasurer; Aubrey DeBauch, secretary; Brandon 
Rodgers, vice president; Emily Umentum, presi-
dent. CONTRIBUTED
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The upgrade of the Oconto County 
administrative coordinator position 
to a county administrator is complete.

The county board voted 25-2 on 
Dec. 17 to adopt the job description 
for the county administrator position 
and 26-1 to hire Kevin Hamann for the 
post — an upgrade from his current 
job of administrative coordinator.

A county administrator has more 
authority than a coordinator under 
state law. Supervisor Alan Sleeter, the 
board’s vice chairman, said Oconto 
has been among the last seven of 
Wisconsin’s 72 counties that still 
has a coordinator as opposed to an 
administrator or an elected county 
executive.

As administrator, Hamann will 
have hiring power, with board 
confirmation, and direct supervision 

over non-elected department heads. 
He will also prepare and submit the 
proposed annual budget and make 
appointments to various boards and 
commissions, with county board 
confirmation.

Supervisors Stephanie Holman 
and Kenneth Linzmeyer voted against 
adoption of the job description, and 
Supervisor Dick Doeren cast the dis-
senting vote in hiring the administra-
tor.

The change is effective Jan. 3, and 
Hamann will earn a $122,442 annual 
salary in 2021, with a budget impact 
of $149,713 including benefits. The 
figure represents an increase of $7,645 
in salary and $8,532 overall for 2021.

Sleeter said Hamann plans to re-
tire in March 2022 and will play a key 
role in the county’s transition to the 
new system.

A well-known Oconto Falls 
photographer and business leader 
has been named the 2020 Friend of 
Education by the Oconto Falls School 
District.

The award was presented to Mike 
Kallies of MK Photography during 
the school board’s Dec. 14 meeting. 
The Oconto Falls Friend of Education 
Award is given annually to a person 
who has made a valuable contribution 
to the betterment of education for stu-
dents in the district. Employees of the 
district and board members cannot be 
nominated.

“Mike has been taking photographs 
of our students and compiling our 
elementary school yearbooks for over 
a decade,” read the nomination by 

elementary teacher Pam Jackson. “Al-
though this is his business, he exceeds 
expectations to catch the essence of 
our schools. He is inclusive and sensi-
tive to the needs of all families in our 
district.”

Jackson described Kallies as “a 
friend and neighbor and member of 
our community” during the award 
presentation. His work with the 
school and Chamber of Commerce, 
including owning a Main Street store-
front business, are just the beginning, 
she said.

“He and his wife, Kelly, made a 
commitment to our community when 
their children first started, and they 
graduated a valedictorian last year — 
which is a tribute to their parenting 
and to his parenting,” Jackson said. 
“Part of the reason that I nominated 
Mike is because of the things he does 

behind the scenes that we don’t see 
very much.”

She recalled a meeting of the 

Oconto Falls Elementary School par-
ents’ organization when times were 
tight and a project needed a surge 
protector. Kallies walked in the next 
morning without fanfare, she said, 
and gave the school a surge protector. 
Most recently, he provided signage 
for the elementary school playground 
at cost.

“There have been countless times 
throughout the years when those 
kinds of little secret donations and 
supports for families in our commu-
nity have happened,” Jackson said.

In accepting the award, Kallies 
said he enjoys helping the schools and 
doesn’t do it to get recognition; it’s 
simply “probably one of my favorite 
things to do.”

Kallies honored as Friend of Education
Photographer is ‘friend and neighbor and member of our community’

By WARREN BLUHM

News Editor

Mike Kallies, center, accepts the 2020 Friend of 
Education award from Jan Stranz, Oconto Falls 
School Board vice president, during the board’s 
Dec. 14 meeting. Kallies, owner of MK Photogra-
phy, was nominated for the annual award by el-
ementary school teacher Pam Jackson, left.

DEBRA WOODS | OCONTO FALLS
 SCHOOL DISTRICT

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

An Oconto Board supervisor 
resigned last week after she un-
expectedly moved out of Little 
Suamico.

The resignation letter from 
Marcia Ellis, who had served on the 
board since the spring of 2019, was 

read at the beginning of the Dec. 17 
board meeting. She was appointed 
to the District 2 seat to fill the 
unexpired term of the late Darrell 
Pagel and was elected to a two-year 
term in her own right last April.

“None of us could imagine what 
this pandemic year would look like 
and how it would affect each of us,” 
Ellis wrote, noting that she and her 
husband have had many discussions 
about how their priorities have 
come into tighter focus.

Ellis said they recently received 
an offer on their home, which will 
allow the couple to downsize and 
move closer to her parents, and so 
she would be resigning from the 

board as of Dec. 19, the date she 
would no longer reside in District 
2.

“It turns out that the right 
decisions are often the hardest 
to make. I have loved serving our 
community. I am passionate about 
my committees,” said Ellis, who 
served on the human services and 
zoning committees. “I have learned 
so much in a short time; thanks to 
all of you and wonderful supervi-
sors who have reached out to me to 
mentor me.”

She singled out fellow super-
visors Elmer Regan and Diane 
Nichols for helping her learn the 
ropes, and said she values all of the 

friendships she made with board 
members and county officials.

“I value the warm welcome I 
received and the willingness of 
everyone to answer my questions, 
share their gifts, problem-solve and 
think of better ways to serve our 
county,” Ellis said.

County Board Chairman Paul 
Bednarik plans to get input from 
Little Suamico town officials before 
nominating a successor to finish El-
lis’ term of office through the April 
2022 election, to be confirmed by 
the full county board.

“We will miss Marcia; she was a 
good addition to our board,” Bed-
narik said.

Marcia Ellis resigns from county board
Appointed in 2019, 
she was elected to 
a full term in April

By WARREN BLUHM

News Editor

By WARREN BLUHM

News Editor

Shift to county administrator system gets final approval
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The Suring High School girls 
basketball entered the week riding 
a three-game winning streak. Senior 
Paige Krueger was a big part of the 
team’s recent surge.

Krueger scored a season-high 
22 points in a Marinette & Oconto 
matchup against Crivitz on Dec. 14. 
She also tallied six rebounds, six steals 
and three blocks in the contest.

In Suring’s M&O win over St. 
Thomas Aquinas Academy on Dec. 
15, Krueger, recorded 10 points, nine 
steals, eight rebounds and three blocks.

In the team’s lopsided win over 
Wausaukee on Dec. 18, Kruger posted 
20 points. She also had 10 steals, six 
rebounds and two blocks.

Krueger made the M&O honorable 
mention team last season after averag-
ing 9.2 points a game.

Q: When did your interest in 
basketball begin?

A: My interest in basketball started 
at a very young age. I believe I was 
in kindergarten when I really took an 
interest in basketball.

Q: What is your favorite part 
about the basketball season?

A: My favorite part is being on the 
court with friends doing what I love 
most.

Q: What has basketball taught 
you over the years?

A: Basketball taught me so much, 
including hard work, dedication, pa-
tience, time management and how to 
be a leader for others.

Q: As a senior, how are you help-
ing lead and guide the team this 
season?

A: I feel I impact our team by bring-
ing the energy, whether it’s on or off 
the court. As for guiding the team, 
I like to lead by example more than 
anything else.

Q: Do you have any individual 

goals you are hoping to reach this 
season?

A: Ever since I was little I always 
had the goal of reaching 1,000 points 
and although it seems out of reach I 
still want to see how close I can get. 
Besides that, my other goal is to just 
teach my teammates as much as pos-
sible before this season comes to an 
end.

Q: Do you have any rituals you 
go through before a game?

A: I don’t know if I would call 
these rituals but we always do a shoot 
around on the day of a game and I have 
my own routine of shooting that ends 

with the whole team playing a game or 
two of lightning. As of right before a 
game, I listen to a certain playlist to get 
me in the game mindset.

Q: What’s your favorite memory 
of competing on the Suring girls 
basketball team?

A: My favorite memory happened 
when we were on our way back from 
a tournament in Marquette, Michigan. 
We stopped at Water Warrior Island. 

The whole team went swimming and 
had contests on the obstacles and we 
ended up flipping the big ball multiple 
times.

Q: What are you going to miss 
most about high school basketball?

A: What I’m going to miss most 
about high school basketball is the 
people. I’m going to miss the fans, the 
workers, other teams and most impor-
tantly my teammates who I like to call 
my family.

Q: Favorite TV show, movie, 
and musical artist?

A: TV show — “The 100.” Movie — 
“The Polar Express.” Musical artist — 
either Alec Benjamin or Tim McGraw.

Q: Name one thing about your-
self that not many people know.

A: Something most people don’t 
know is that I broke my ankle playing 
basketball and never had surgery on it.

Q: What’s the greatest piece of 
advice you have ever been told?

A: All the best advice I’ve ever 
got has come from my coaches. They 
always tell us to work hard and never 
give up but the best advice would have 
to be when one of my old coaches told 
me “It doesn’t matter what anyone 
else thinks. You have to keep pushing 
until you reach your goal and once you 
reach that goal, keep pushing and work 
even harder for a new goal while help-
ing other along the way.”

Q: What are some things you 
hope to accomplish after graduat-
ing high school?

A: I hope to travel and visit as many 
places and eventually go to college.
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S P O RT S
AT H L E T E  P R O F I L E :  PA I G E  K R U E G E R

Suring senior getting into groove on court

Suring’s Paige Krueger, left, puts up a shot during an Marinette & Oconto Conference matchup against 
Lena on Jan. 3 in Suring. FILE | NEW MEDIA

AT A GLANCE
ATHLETE: Paige Krueger
SPORT: Girls basketball
POSITION: Post
SCHOOL: Suring High School
YEAR: Senior

ONLINE
This week’s high school highlights can be found 

at www.newmedia-wi.com.
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The Oconto Falls High School 
boys basketball team was unable 
to keep pace with Little Chute in a 
North Eastern Conference matchup 
Dec. 15 in Oconto Falls.

Little Chute’s height and 2-3 
zone defense made life tough on the 

Oconto Falls’ offense. The height 
advantage also helped the visit-
ing Mustangs control the glass and 
eventually come away with a 70-35 
win.

“As a team overall, for this con-
ference, we’re undersized. So we 
really got to bring it and be tough, 
box out and be fundamentally 
sound,” said first-year Oconto Falls 

coach Joe Bebeau.
“To be honest with you, when 

we went over zone yesterday at 
practice, I need to do a better job 
as their coach and their leader, and 
that’s what we talked about in the 
locker room. We talked about the 
rebounding being on them, and 
having them bring it and be more 
physical. Then we talked about that 
I need to coach them better and 
teach them zone offense better.”

In the early stages of the contest, 
Oconto Falls’ defense did a strong 
job of contesting Little Chute shots, 
but the Panthers were unable to 
corral many of the missed shots, 
which led to several second-chance 
points for the visitors.

Little Chute built an early six-
point cushion, but field goals from 
juniors Jake Sager and Isaac Rad-

datz helped Oconto Falls back to 
within two points, 12-10.

The Mustangs seized control of 
the game for good after going on an 
11-0 run.

After being down 32-16, 3-point-
ers from Sager and Raddatz looked 
to maybe spark the Panthers with 
a couple minutes left in the half. 
Instead, the Mustangs ended the 
half on a 4-0 run before pushing the 
lead up to 20 early in the second 
half and easing to victory.

Oconto Falls did a better job of 
rebounding in the final half, but 
turnovers kept the team from mak-
ing a dent in the deficit. The Pan-
thers were held to five field goals 
and a couple of free throws in the 
final 18 minutes.

“Rebounding and taking care of 
the ball are some of the most 

H I G H  S C H O O L  B AS K E T B A L L

Oconto Falls boys struggle against Little Chute’s height
Rebounding, turnovers haunt Panthers in loss

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

Oconto Falls’ Jake Sager, center, drives through the Little Chute defense during a North Eastern Confer-
ence game Dec. 15 in Oconto Falls. MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA



important aspects of the game as a 
team. If we can’t rebound and take 
care of the ball, we can’t score or 
stop the other team from scoring,” 
said Raddatz.

“One thing we can take away 
(from the game) is how physical we 
need to play to compete against the 
teams in our conference. We are a 
small team, but we can definitely 
play with these teams; we just need 
to match their physicality. We had 
many good defensive stretches, but 
Little Chute is a good team and hit 
their shots.”

Raddatz led the way for the Pan-
thers, scoring 15 points. Sager was the 
only other player over four points, 
tallying eight.

While it’s been a slow start to 
the year for the Panthers, the team 
remains upbeat and focused on im-
proving as the season marches on.

“Just talking to them and giving 
them advice from my experiences,” 
said Panther senior Braden Uelmen, 
on how he’s helping the team after 
the tough start. “Last year was my 
first year on varsity, and it is for a lot 
of the guys this year. So I try to tell 
them the same thing coaches told me 
last year: ‘Don’t get nervous. Take 
your shot. Play your game.’”
Little Chute  36 34 — 70
Oconto Falls  22 13 — 35
Little Chute (70): Bryson Roche 0-0 2, Drew Lamers 
2-2 6, Jake Weigman 0-1 2, Tate Huss 2-2 18, Carson 
Wyngaard 0-0 2, Kade VanAsten 1-2 11, Drew Joten 
0-2 6, Brandon Brockman 0-0 7, Carter Engle 0-0 2, 
Hunter Thiel 0-3 12, Tim Buchholz 2-3 2.
Oconto Falls (35): Braden Vandermoss 2-4 2, Grady 
McNichols 0-0 3, Jake Sager 0-0 8, Isaac Raddatz 
2-2 15, Braden Uelmen 0-0 3, Carter Hill 0-0 4.
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MARRIAGES
Kyle Clark Sharboneau and Kait-

lyn Elizabeth Ashley, Oconto.
Christopher Michael Dixon and 

Laurie Jane Stoveken, Morgan.
Wilson Alfonso Gallardo Hidalgo 

and Tatiana Judith Berrezueta Al-
varado, Stiles.

Matthew Garret Thompson and 

Taryn Jean Strombach, Casa Grande, 
Arizona.

Eddie Milton Exferd, Spruce, and 
Melanie Marie Miller, Almon.

Michael Lee York and Heaven Lee 
Rusk, Underhill.

Robert James Randerson and Bar-
bara Jean La Coy, Riverview.

This is your weekly edition of the Oconto County Times Herald. 
Follow us online at www.newmedia-wi.com
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