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DOUBLE MURDER CASE MOVES FORWARD
Raymand Vannieuwenhoven, the 83-year-old Lakewood man accused of slaying a Green Bay couple at a Marinette County campground in 1976, is wheeled 
into a courtroom for a Nov. 4 competency hearing. After several months of treatment, the defendant was ruled again competent to assist in his own defense. 
SEE STORY ON PAGE 2.
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Oconto Falls students went back 
to in-person school on Monday, 
with officials doing their best to bal-
ance concerns about a local COV-

ID-19 surge with educational needs.
Public health officials logged 

more than 30 new positive tests for 
coronavirus every day in Oconto 
County through the first nine days 
of November, and more troubling, 
deaths from COVID-19 were on the 

rise. After logging only four fatal 
cases in the county from March 
through September, another 15 peo-
ple have died since mid-October.

Oconto Falls started the year 
with a four-day school week, with 
students coming to class on Mon

Students back in class with stringent precautions
Oconto Falls School District officials monitoring COVID numbers carefully

By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

A Lakewood man is back on course 
to stand trial for a 1976 double murder 
in Marinette County after being ruled 
competent to assist in his own defense.

Raymand L. Vannieuwenhoven, 83, 
is charged with two counts of first-
degree murder in connection with 
the shooting deaths of David Schul-
des, 25, and Ellen Matheys, 24, at the 
McClintock Park campground in the 
Town of Silver Cliff in July 1976.

The case went unsolved for more 
than 40 years until, investigators say, 
DNA found with Matheys’ body was 
positively matched to Vannieuwen-
hoven in early 2019.

He had been held since spring at 
Mendota Mental Health Institution 
near Madison, where psychologist 
Anna Garcia determined in June that 
he was not able to assist in his own de-
fense but had the potential to become 
competent again with treatment.

Garcia more recently found Van-
nieuwenhoven has recovered to a 
point where the trial could proceed, 
prompting the defense to bring in psy-
chologist Kevin Miller of Green Bay 
for a second opinion.

Miller’s report also found the defen-
dant competent to continue. During 
a Nov. 4 hearing in Marinette County 
Circuit Court, attorney Travis Crowell 
told Judge James A. Morrison that the 
defense would not contest Miller’s 
conclusions.

Morrison asked Vannieuwenhoven 
directly if he thinks he’s competent 
to stand trial, and the response was, 
“Yeah.”

“All right,” the judge said, “So it 

seems to me that you think you are, 
your doctors both think you are, the 
state thinks you are and your lawyers. 
So who am I to say they’re all wrong? 
I’m going to find that you are com-
petent to proceed in this case going 
forward.”

Morrison said the defendant will 
now remain at the Marinette County 
Jail, having been released from 
Mendota, and he reinstated bail at $1 
million cash. Crowell said the defense 
does intend to file a bail modification 
motion. Motions must be filed by Dec. 
2, with replies due Dec. 16 and a mo-
tion hearing Jan. 29.

A two-week jury trial has been 
scheduled beginning July 19, with a 
final pretrial conference June 22.

Crowell’s co-counsel, Lee 
Schuchart, told Morrison he has done 
some case-law research regarding 
potential challenges to investigators’ 
searches but would like to file a more 
complete brief after the evidentiary 
hearing in January.

“I would still like to file a motion 
ahead of time to have the hearing, so 
I’d put everybody on notice as to what 
the issues are, but then I would like 
to have the evidentiary hearing and 
then a briefing schedule after that,” 
Schuchart said.

Special prosecutor Mark Williams, 
who is working on the case with Dis-
trict Attorney DeShea Morrow, said 
he agreed that it would be helpful to 
be able to file written briefs after the 
motion hearing.

“I have no problem giving both of 
you the opportunity to write briefs to 
basically argue how the facts fit into 
the law as the facts have been shown 
at the hearing,” Morrison said. “But I 
don’t want to come in here on the 29th 
and have either side get ambushed by 
the position of the other … so you’ve 
got to tell us what the challenge is by 

Dec. 2.”
At Schuchart’s request, Morrison 

also asked prosecutors to submit a 
preliminary witness list by Dec. 2, 
including any experts who would be 
interpreting the autopsy report, which 
was conducted in 1976 by a pathologist 
who has since passed away.

Both sides said they planned to 
introduce motions. While the defense 
may challenge aspects of the search, 
prosecutors are preparing a motion to 
allow testimony regarding past actions 
by the defendant that might show a 
proclivity to commit the murders.

As the hearing drew to a close, 
Morrison addressed about a half-dozen 
members of the victims’ families who 
attended the session, especially with 
regard to the length of time the case 
is taking, with a trial scheduled more 
than two years after the original arrest.

“This is a very complicated case,” 
Morrison said. “It requires state-of-the-
art, scientific evidence and actions that 
are claimed to have occurred decades 
ago. … There’s a lot of work on the part 
of the attorneys to try to get their arms 
around all those facts.”

COVID-19 concerns have limited 
the amount of resources available, he 
added.

“We have one courtroom in this 
courthouse that the county has built 
for us specifically to be able to try cas-
es in a large enough courtroom so that 
we can socially distance,” Morrison 
said. “I’ve no idea how long COVID’s 
going on, but we have to assume that 
it’s going on for a while yet.”

The judge said no one is trying to 
slow down the process.

“I know it’s burdensome to every-
body involved — the victim’s families, 
and the defendant and his family and 
certainly the court system,” he said. 
“Nobody here is doing anything to 
slow-walk this case, I assure you.”

1976 double-murder  
trial scheduled next July

A key motions hearing 
is set for Jan. 29

By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor
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day, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 
and Wednesdays set aside for vir-
tual instruction and deep-cleaning 
of buildings.

With the numbers rising, the dis-
trict spent four weeks in all-digital 
learning, resuming the four-day 
face-to-face model this week. All 
along, internal data has shown that 
with stringent restrictions in place, 
COVID-19 spread has been less 
evident in the schools than in the 
community at large.

Superintendent Dean Hess told 
the board the main reason for com-
ing back was that students learn 
more effectively when they’re in 
class. He acknowledged that the 
Centers for Disease Control recom-
mends severe restrictions when 
community spread amounts to 200 
cases per 100,000 population, and 
the Oconto County rate as of Mon-
day was 1,317 cases per 100,000.

“If we utilized the core indicators 
of the CDC, we wouldn’t be com-
ing back face-to-face,” Hess said. 
“The feedback that we got from a 
majority of the people that we serve 
and from you, the board, was to 
use more internal data. When we 

look at the positive cases that (the 
schools) have as well as the number 
of quarantines that we have, those 
numbers are less than we’re seeing 
in the community, but they’re still 
very concerning; hence why we did 
go virtual for a period of time.”

Hess said the challenge for edu-
cators and the community at large 
is to find a balance between safety 
needs and educational needs. That’s 
why the district crafted the current 
plan, which is to meet face-to-face 
for two weeks in November and De-
cember, with two-week hybrids of 
virtual learning and holiday breaks 
centered around Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.

“This isn’t the perfect plan. 
There’s no blueprint right now for 
addressing the kind of situations 
that we find ourselves in,” he said. 
“There are people who are coming 
together and taking a look at what 
truly are conflicting priorities. You 
try to figure out what’s the most 
safe environment for the students, 
and that probably isn’t the same 
environment that’s most conducive 
to their learning.”

Noting that young people are 

not only involved in school but also 
outside in the community, Hess 
thanked parents and students who 
are exercising caution during the 
current days of significant commu-
nity spread.

“I will say to parents and com-
munity members, we greatly ap-
preciate anything that you’re doing 
to try to mitigate that risk within 
your family or within your groups 
that you socialize with,” Hess said. 
“Anything that anybody can do 
relative to each of our choices will 
have a positive impact on us trying 
to sustain face-to-face learning as 
much as we can.”

He acknowledged that he fields 
emotional comments both from 
parents who want their kids in the 
classroom and those who are con-
cerned for their children’s health, 
and he urged those parents to rec-
ognize that each side of that debate 
wants the best for the young people.

“Anybody that’s in education 
recognizes that our ability to work 
with kids face-to-face is critical. Not 
every student is going to engage in 
a virtual environment in a similar 
manner,” Hess said. “Everybody’s 

passionate about this topic, whether 
you’re a parent, a student, an educa-
tor, a support staff member, board 
members, it doesn’t matter, every-
body that’s involved in this, you’ve 
invested of yourself toward better-
ment of students.”

The school board addressed 
several other pandemic-related 
proposals during Monday’s meet-
ing. They approved proceeding with 
middle- and high-school athletics 
with stringent safety precautions in 
place and accepted a recommenda-
tion to postpone the biannual trip 
to Spain for students in the Spanish 
language program, which had been 
planned for spring 2021.

The high-school sports ar-
rangements include shortening the 
girls and boys basketball seasons 
by three weeks and eliminating 
multi-team wrestling tournaments. 
Wrestlers may only wrestle once 
every seven days and must shower 
immediately after each match. 
Spectators are limited to two to four 
family members per athlete.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

This is the Friday-only COVID-19 Journal version of NEW Media’s Shawano Leader, Wittenberg  
Enterprise & Birnamwood News and Oconto County Times Herald. Find us online at www.newmedia-wi.com
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Nov. 5

Deputies logged 53 incidents, including 
the following:

Suspicious — reported in the 7000 
block of County Road Y, Little River, 5:37 
a.m.

Controlled-burn fire — in the 3000 
block of North River Road, Town of Oconto, 
8:51 a.m.

Child neglect — reported at an address 
in the City of Gillett, 9:22 a.m.

Weapon offense — reported in the 
9000 block of Midway Road, Town of Lena, 
10:50 a.m.

Fire — reported in the 15000 block of 
Bowman Lane, Mountain, 11:48 a.m.

Suspicious — reported in the 12000 
block of County Road Q, Brazeau, 1:30 p.m.

Theft — reported in the 800 block of 
East Frontage Road, Little Suamico, 1:47 
p.m.

Fire — reported in the 4000 block of 
Rowell Lane, Abrams, 3:06 p.m.

Suspicious — reported near Archibald 
Lake Road and Cathedral Drive, Townsend, 
4:23 p.m.

Trespassing — reported in the 4000 
block of Little River Road, Little River, 5:04 
p.m.

Harassment — reported in the 7000 
block of Pawlak Lane, Stiles, 5:39 p.m.

Traffic — Deputies logged six traffic 
stops, two traffic hazards, four traffic 
offenses, three citizen assists and two 
miscellaneous traffic incidents.

911 — Two 911 hangups and two open 
lines were investigated.

Accidents — Deputies responded to a 
personal-injury crash near state Highway 
22 and Donegal Lane, Town of Oconto Falls, 

5 p.m.; and logged six deer-related crashes.
Ambulance — Three ambulance calls 

were received.
Nov. 4

Deputies logged 45 incidents, including 
the following:

Disturbance — reported in the 13000 
block of Logan Road, Breed, 7 a.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 5000 
block of Pine Avenue, Town of Oconto, 9:03 
a.m.

Property damage — reported in the 
5000 block of Pine Avenue, Town of 
Oconto, 9:43 a.m.

Theft — reported along Deer Lake Road, 
Bagley, 10:54 a.m.

Fire — reported near U.S. 141 and 
Chicken Shack Road, Stiles, 12:46 p.m.

Suspicious — reported along County 
Road C, Chase, 3:23 p.m.

Drug investigation — at an address in 
the Town of Spruce, 4:16 p.m.

Drug investigation — at an address in 
the Town of Gillett, 4:18 p.m.

Threatening — reported in the 4000 
block of Sugar Bush Road, Little River, 5:35 
p.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 600 
block of East Main Street, Suring, 6:41 p.m.

Traffic — Deputies logged six traffic 
stops, two traffic hazards, two traffic 
offenses, one citizen assist and one 
miscellaneous traffic incident.

Welfare check — Officers conducted 
two welfare checks.

911 — One 911 hangup and three open 
lines were investigated.

Accidents — Deputies responded to a 
property damage accident on U.S. 141 near 
Kottke Lane, Town of Lena, 12:11 p.m.; and a 

property-damage crash near South Chase 
and Cross roads, Little Suamico, 6:27 p.m.; 
and logged five deer-related crashes.

Ambulance — One ambulance call was 
received.
Nov. 3

Deputies logged 34 incidents, including 
the following:

Structure fire — reported in the 10000 
block of County Road M, Maple Valley, 1:25 
a.m.

Line down — reported in the 300 block 
of East Highland Drive, city of Oconto Falls, 
9:23 a.m.

Theft — reported in the 9000 block of 
Parkway Road, Spruce, 10:17 a.m.

Suspicious — reported in the 5000 
block of U.S. 141, Stiles, 1:30 p.m.

Suspicious — reported in the 2000 
block of Woodview Road, Little River, 3:33 
p.m.

Theft — reported in the 7000 block of 
County Road Y, Little River, 2:02 p.m.

Noise disturbance — reported in the 
5600 block of Business 41, Town of Oconto, 
6 p.m.

Threatening — reported in the 100 
block of East Main Street, city of Gillett, 9:13 
p.m.

Traffic — Deputies logged seven traffic 
stops, one traffic hazard, one citizen assist 
and two miscellaneous traffic incidents.

Welfare check — Officers conducted 
one welfare check.

911 — Two 911 hangups and one open 
line were investigated.

Accidents — Deputies responded to a 
personal-injury crash near state Highway 
22 and Duame Road, Stiles, 9:41 p.m., and 
logged three deer-related crashes.

Ambulance — Two ambulance calls 
were received.
Nov. 2

Deputies logged 47 incidents, including 
the following:

Trespassing — reported in the 15000 
block of state Highway 32, Riverview, 8:29 
a.m.

Animal bite — reported in the 8000 
block of South Chase Road, Chase, 8:45 
a.m.

Fire — reported near County Road E and 
Havlik Road, Morgan, 10:32 a.m.

Line down — reported near Downtown 
Lane and County Road V, Underhill, 1:59 
p.m.

Fire — reported at the Anderson Supper 
Club, 15695 State Highway 32, Lakewood, 
2:16 p.m.

Theft — reported in the 5000 block of 
Norway Woods Lane, Abrams, 2:37 p.m.

Suspicious — reported near Franks Lane 
and Pine Avenue, Town of Oconto, 3:39 p.m.

Illegal burning — reported in the 8000 
block of state Highway 64, Brazeau, 6:19 
p.m.

Suspicious — reported near state 
Highway 22 and Younger Road, Stiles, 11:19 
p.m.

Traffic — Deputies logged four traffic 
stops, four traffic hazards, two traffic 
offenses, two citizen assists and two 
miscellaneous traffic incidents.

Welfare check — Officers conducted 
one welfare check.

911 — Four 911 hangups and two open 
lines were investigated.

Accidents — Deputies logged seven 
deer-related crashes and a vehicle-bear 
collision.

O CO N TO  CO U N T Y  S H E R I F F ’S  D E PA RT M E N T

O CO N TO  CO U N T Y  C I R C U I T  CO U RT
Proceedings of Nov. 6

Bond was set at $1,500 cash for 
Joyce A. Madison, 54, Oconto, after 
she was charged with possession of 
drug paraphernalia to produce meth-
amphetamine (second and subsequent 
offense) and possession of metham-
phetamine (second and subsequent 
offense), in connection with an inci-
dent that allegedly occurred Nov. 4. 
Her initial appearance was adjourned 
until Nov. 12.

Proceedings of Nov. 3
After a preliminary hearing, Daniel 

E. Links, 51, Crivitz, was bound over 
on charges of bail jumping, operat-
ing a motor vehicle while intoxicated 
(fourth offense) and a misdemeanor 
count of operating a motor vehicle 
while his license was revoked, in 
connection with an incident that al-
legedly occurred Oct. 7. Arraignment 
was scheduled for Nov. 12.

Bond was set at $2,000 cash for 

Tara L. Dehut, 33, Oconto, after she 
was charged with maintaining a drug 
trafficking place (second and subse-
quent offense), in connection with an 
incident that allegedly occurred Oct. 
27. Her initial appearance was contin-
ued until Nov. 12.

Bond was set at $2,000 cash for 
Roy L. Boucher, 32, Oconto, after he 
was charged with maintaining a drug 
trafficking place (second and subse-
quent offense), in connection with an 
incident that allegedly occurred Oct. 
27. His initial appearance was contin-
ued until Nov. 12.

Proceedings of Nov. 2
After a preliminary hearing, Judge 

Michael T. Judge dismissed the case 
without prejudice against Kerry R. 
Michalak, 52, Oconto, who had been 
charged with harboring or aiding a 
felon in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred May 18.

Alexandria Tonya Beres, 19, Sha-

wano, formerly of Lena, was placed 
on three years’ probation after a 
prison term was imposed and stayed 
for stalking and misdemeanor charges 
of reckless driving-endangering safety 
and operating a motor vehicle without 
a valid license on her person, in con-
nection with incidents that occurred 
Sept. 10 and Oct. 21, 2019. Judge 
Michael T. Judge issued a no-contact 
order and ruled that the probation 
will include 30 days in the county jail 
with good-time privileges beginning 
Nov. 16. Beres must maintain absolute 
sobriety and follow through with any 
treatment ordered by the Department 
of Corrections.

Rowan Nathaniel Klitzke, 27, 
Crivitz, pleaded no contest to posses-
sion of narcotic drugs, in connection 
with an incident that occurred March 
4. Judge Michael T. Judge scheduled 
sentencing for Feb. 10 and ordered a 
pre-sentence investigation.

Bond was set at $5,000 cash for 

Jessica M. Humblet, 20, Oconto, after 
she was charged with armed rob-
bery, theft and misdemeanor battery, 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Oct. 29. Her initial 
appearance was adjourned until Nov. 
12.

Bond was set at $20,000 for Joshua 
R. Uphill, 22, Oconto, after he was 
charged with armed robbery, theft 
and misdemeanor battery, in connec-
tion with an incident that allegedly 
occurred Oct. 29. His initial appear-
ance was adjourned until Nov. 12.

Bond was set at $5,000 cash for 
Christopher K. LaLonde, 29, Cecil, 
after he was charged with posses-
sion of methamphetamine (second 
and subsequent offense), possession 
of THC (second and subsequent of-
fense) and misdemeanor possession 
of drug paraphernalia, in connection 
with an incident that allegedly oc-
curred Oct. 28. His initial appearance 
was adjourned until Nov. 12.
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Ambulance — One ambulance call was 
received.
Nov. 1

Deputies logged 50 incidents, including 
the following:

Tree down — reported near County 
Road V and Gillett Town Hall Road, Town of 
Gillett, 4:10 a.m.

Tree down — reported near Cross and 
Allen roads, Little Suamico, 4:33 a.m.

Tree down — reported in the 800 block 
of East Main Street, Suring, 4:30 a.m.

Squad damage — reported near Cross 
Road and Clay Street, Little Suamico, 6:17 
a.m.

Line down — reported in the 10000 
block of West Rost Lake Road, Brazeau, 
9:42 a.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 200 
block of East First Street, city of Gillett, 
11:48 a.m.

Suspicious — reported in the 200 block 
of East Railroad Street, city of Gillett, 1:01 
p.m.

Suspicious — reported along state 
Highway 64, Riverview, 2:11 p.m.

Suspicious — reported near County 
Road W and Riverview Road, Riverview, 
8:20 p.m.

Traffic — Deputies logged 11 traffic 
stops, one traffic hazard, three traffic 
offenses, three citizen assists and two 
miscellaneous traffic incidents.

Welfare check — Officers conducted 
two welfare checks.

911 — Two 911 hangups and three open 

lines were investigated.
Accidents — Deputies responded to a 

property-damage crash in the 6000 block 
of Guelig Road, Stiles, 2:30 p.m.; and logged 
four deer-related crashes.

Ambulance — Three ambulance calls 
were received.
Oct. 31

Deputies logged 52 incidents, including 
the following:

Harassment — reported in the 9000 
block of Yurek Road, Chase, 1:45 a.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 400 
block of County Road J, Little Suamico, 2:16 
a.m.

ATV accident — reported in the 5000 
block of Allen Road, Little Suamico, 2:27 
a.m.

Controlled-burn fire — in the 1000 
block of East Frontage Road, Little Suamico, 
8:47 a.m.

Unwanted party — reported in the 400 
block of County Road J, Little Suamico, 9:58 
a.m.

Suspicious — reported near Burg and 
Belgian roads, Town of Lena, 11:50 a.m.

Property damage — reported in the 
9000 block of Parkway Road, Spruce, 12:09 
p.m.

Animal bite — reported along 
Washbisch Road, Town of Oconto Falls, 
3:05 p.m.

Noise disturbance — reported in the 
3000 block of Sampson Road, Pensaukee, 
3:16 p.m.

Property damage — reported in the 

7000 block of County Road I, Town of 
Oconto Falls, 4:54 p.m.

Suspicious — reported near Morgan 
Marsh and Wery roads, Morgan, 7:27 p.m.

Noise disturbance — reported along 
CFR 103, Morgan, 8:53 p.m.

Tree down — reported near County 
Road W and Eliason Road, Riverview, 11:13 
p.m.

Traffic — Deputies logged four traffic 
stops, four traffic hazards, five traffic 
offenses, one citizen assist and two 
miscellaneous traffic incidents.

Welfare check — Officers conducted 
two welfare checks.

911 — Two 911 hangups and four open 
lines were investigated.

Accidents — Deputies responded to 
a property-damage accident near state 
Highway 64 and Parkway Road, Brazeau, 
9:36 a.m.; and a property-damage crash 
near County Road S and U.S. 41, Little River, 
8:35 p.m.; and logged one deer-related 
crashes.

Ambulance — Two ambulance calls 
were received.
Oct. 30

Deputies logged 53 incidents, including 
the following:

Suspicious — reported along Business 
41, Town of Oconto, 3:42 a.m.

Suspicious — reported near County 
Roads J and S, Little Suamico, 5:34 a.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 5000 
block of County Road S, Little Suamico, 8:21 
a.m.

Controlled-burn fire — in the 4000 
block of County Road J, Little River, 11:10 
a.m.

Suspicious — reported in the 11000 
block of Laura Lane, Riverview, 11:26 a.m.

Animal bite — reported in the 8000 
block of Hogsback Road, Little River, 11:26 
a.m.

Structure fire — reported in the 
12000 block of West Crooked Lake Lane, 
Riverview, 1:40 p.m.

Structure fire — reported in the 17000 
block of Krake Road, Townsend, 3:25 p.m.

Property damage — reported in the 
3000 block of Kruegers Quarry Road, 
Pensaukee, 4:48 p.m.

Suspicious — reported in the 15000 
block of Tree Farm Road, Doty, 8:25 p.m.

Fire — reported near U.S. 41 and 
Brookside Road, Pensaukee, 10:58 p.m.

Traffic — Deputies logged five traffic 
stops, two traffic offenses and three 
miscellaneous traffic incidents.

Welfare check — Officers conducted 
one welfare check.

911 — Two 911 hangups and six open 
lines were investigated.

Accidents — Deputies responded to a 
property-damage crash near County Road 
F and Lake John Road, Lakewood, 4:35 a.m.; 
and a personal-injury crash near U.S. 141 
and County Road M, Town of Lena, 10:21 
p.m.; and logged five deer-related crashes 
and one vehicle-bear collision.

Ambulance — Four ambulance calls 
were received.

Abrams Spotlight Productions 
Inc. is one of 385 community organi-
zations to be awarded a COVID-19 
Cultural Organization Grant from 
the state Department of Administra-
tion.

The community theater group is 
in line for a $7,004.97 grant, accord-
ing to the announcement made last 
week by Gov. Tony Evers’ office.

The grants, part of Wisconsin’s al-
location through the federal CARES 
Act, are designed to help nonprofit 
organizations whose primary mis-

sions are to produce, present or ex-
hibit cultural disciplines such as mu-
sic, dance, theater, literature and the 
visual arts, or items of environmental 
or scientific interest. Grant awards 
can be used to cover pandemic-
related impacts, such as lost revenue, 
increased workers’ compensation 
costs, cleaning and sanitization and 
purchases of services or equipment 
to facilitate telework by employees.

“Just like small businesses, cultur-
al organizations have taken a major 
financial hit,” DOA Secretary Joel 
Brennan is quoted as saying in the 
Evers press release. “We’re all in this 

together. We hope that these funds 
will make it possible for us to be able 
to enjoy the museums, theaters and 
music from these organizations once 
it is safe to do so again.”

Abrams Spotlight Productions 
is based in the Byng Community 
Theater in Abrams. Lockdowns and 
regulations ordered by Evers forced 
the troupe to cancel its 2020 season, 
which was to include performances 
of “My Fair Lady” and “Elf the Musi-
cal.”

Announcement of the grant is 
“not a contractual commitment,” 
according to the notice sent to the 

grant recipients.
“Following receipt of this notice, 

the recipients identified in the award 
table will be contacted by the state 
to formalize a contractual commit-
ment. Grant awards are contingent 
upon successful negotiations and 
the state’s determination of its best 
interests. The state remains the sole 
determinant of its best interests,” 
the notice states. “All program costs 
and grant agreements must adhere to 
applicable state statute, the program 
grant announcement, CARES Act 
provisions and guidance from the 
U.S. Department of the Treasury.”

Abrams theater slated for $7K federal grant
CARES Act dollars are supposed to cover pandemic-related losses

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Grace Lutheran Church, 501 S. Main 
St., Oconto Falls, is the area’s collec-
tion point for Samaritan’s Purse Opera-
tion Christmas Child shoe boxes.

 These boxes are distributed 
throughout the world.

Last year, more than 1,000 shoe 
boxes were collected from Oconto 
County churches, organizations and 
individuals.

They are shipped from Grace Lu-
theran Church. 

Local area coordinator Ellen Prit-
zlaff can be reached at 920-362-5752.

Collection times at Grace Lutheran 
Church the week of Nov. 16 are:

•  10 a.m. to noon Nov. 16
• 4-6 p.m. Nov. 17

• 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Nov. 18 
• 3:30-5:30 p.m. Nov. 19
• 5-7 p.m.  Nov. 20, 
• 10 a.m. to noon Nov. 21
• Noon to 4 p.m. Nov. 22 
• 7:30-9:30 a.m. Nov. 23.

Samaritan’s Purse collection hours announced
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OBITUARIES

Beverly Jean (Hansen) Holl passed 
away peacefully on October 26, 
2020. She was born January 4, 1942 
in Sheboygan, WI to Elmer and Alice 
(Jewell) Hansen.

Beverly attended Gillett High 
School graduating in 1960. She then 
worked at the IBM Training Center 
and later went on to work for A.C. 
Nielsen, Green Bay Food, Prange Way 
and finally IDS.

On November 
6, 1965, she mar-
ried James Holl at 
Bethel Lutheran 
Church, Gillett, 
WI. They honey-
mooned driving 
around Lake Su-
perior. They were 
blessed with a 

loving daughter Denise and a wonder-

ful son Dan.
Beverly was an avid gardener, 

homemaker and Packer fan.
Survivors include her husband Jim; 

daughter Denise Holl; son Dan and 
his wife Bonnie and special grandson 
Nathan Holl; brothers Gary (Judy) 
Hansen, Powers, MI; Allen (Joan) 
Hansen, Hartford; many aunts, uncles, 
nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.

Cremation has taken place and 

Beverly will be laid to rest in Fort 
Howard Cemetery.

The family would like to thank the 
staff at St. Mary’s Hospital, especially 
Dr. Salam, Rennes Health & Rehab 
Center and Unity Hospice. The fam-
ily would also like to thank all of the 
friends and neighbors for all of their 
help during this trying time.

She was loved by many and will be 
greatly missed.

Sandra “Sandy” Slade, 66, of Oconto 
Falls, passed away Saturday, Oct. 31, 
2020. She was born in Green Bay on 
Nov. 7, 1953, to Edward and Mary 
(Houle) Thyssen. Sandy graduated 
from Bay Port High School, Class of 
1971. She then attended UW-Oshkosh. 
She was employed at Procter & 
Gamble in Green Bay after high school. 
Sandy was united in marriage to Ken 
Slade. After their marriage, Sandy and 
Ken lived in many areas of the country 
during Ken’s naval career. After Ken’s 
military retirement, Sandy and her 

family moved to 
Oconto Falls to be 
closer to her rela-
tives. Sandy was a 
Nichiren Buddhist 
practicing with 
SGI-USA. Sandy 
loved all animals, 
especially birds 
of prey and dogs. 
She enjoyed bird 

watching and writing poetry and short 
stories. She found pleasure in col-
lecting owl figurines, teddy bears and 

salt and pepper shakers. Sandy also 
enjoyed talking to anyone she met.

Sandy is survived by her four 
children, Elizabeth Slade of Anchor-
age, Alaska, Joshua (Dwyla) Slade 
of Oconto Falls, Jeremiah (Rebecca) 
Slade of Green Bay, Benjamin (Traci 
) Slade of Santa Cruz, California; her 
four sisters, Debby Thyssen of Presque 
Isle, Linda (Keith) Ebert of Shawano, 
Vicki (Jim) Kmiecik of Peshtigo, Patti 
(Gary) Brown of Presque Isle; her 
grandchildren Lauryn, Aria, Spencer, 
Adalyn, Christopher and Winston; a 

niece Jamie; her nephews, Casey and 
Brady; as well as other relatives and 
friends.

Sandy is preceded in death by her 
parents, Ed and Mary Lou Thyssen, 
and a brother-in-law, Al Magee.

A Celebration of Life service will 
be held at the Oconto Falls Senior 
Center, 512 Caldwell Ave., Oconto 
Falls, on Saturday, Nov. 21, 2020, from 
4-6 p.m. Rhodes-Charapata Funeral 
Home-Oconto is assisting the family. 
Online condolences may be expressed 
at www.rhodescharapata.com.

Harvey Alvin Coleman, 97, of Sha-
wano (formerly of Mountain), passed 
away peacefully at home surrounded 
by family on Thursday, Nov. 5, 2020. 
Harvey was born in Gillett on April 
20, 1923, to the late Alvin and Eva 
(Predith) Coleman, their only son. 
He lived most of his life in Mountain. 
Harvey graduated from Mountain 
High School in 1941 and was active in 
school sports and in the Boy Scouts, 
where he became an Eagle Scout. 
After the bombing of Pearl Harbor, 
he enlisted in the Marine Corps and 
served in the South Pacific at Quadal-
canal and Bougainville. On his second 

tour, Harvey was 
in Okinawa, Iwo 
Jima, and China as 
a master sergeant. 
Harvey received 
an honorable dis-
charge and later 
married Kathleen 
Watzka. He went 
on to graduate 
from Augustana 

College in Rock Island, Illinois, in 
1949. Harvey and his wife, Kathy, op-
erated Coleman Grocery and Hard-
ware in Mountain until 1974.

Harvey was a lifelong member of 

Tabor Lutheran Church in Moun-
tain. He was also a member of the 
Mountain VFW, the Gillett American 
Legion, the Oconto County DAV and 
the Masonic Lodge and Beja Shrine, 
where he was a charter member. 
Harvey was an avid Packers fan and 
Detroit Tigers fan. He never had idle 
hands, always finding something to 
keep himself busy.

Harvey is survived by his wife, 
Kathy; three children, Gwen (Char-
lie) Thomas, Glen (JoAnn) Coleman 
and Gail Coleman; seven grandchil-
dren; 11 great-grandchildren; one 
great-great-grandchild. He is further 

survived by other relatives and 
friends.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents; and sister, Lorraine Lipinski.

A private service will be held for 
Harvey. Gruetzmacher Funeral Home 
in Suring is assisting the family with 
arrangements. Online condolences 
can be expressed at www.gruetzm-
acherfuneralhome.com.

A special thank you to Noell De-
Bauch, Mindy Taber, Christie Tatera, 
Kayla DeBauch and the staff of Unity 
Hospice for the excellent care and 
compassion offered to Harvey and his 
family during their time of need.

Beverly Jean Holl

Sandra Slade

Harvey A. Coleman

Hillside Thanksgiving dinner set for Nov. 25

Hillside Assembly of God is 
moving forward with its 30th annual 
community Thanksgiving dinner, al-
beit with some precautionary adjust-
ments for the COVID-19 pandemic.

The church plans to serve turkey 
and ham with all the trimmings from 
3:30-6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 
25, at its fellowship hall, 5890 State 
Highway 22 West, Gillett.

The free dinner is offered to 

anyone who would enjoy the feel-
ing of being a part of a large family. 
Delivery is available for homebound 
residents in the Gillett, Suring, Cecil 
or Oconto Falls areas.

Among the safety precautions 
is limited seating; when making 
reservations, diners will be asked to 
choose a time slot: either 3:30-4:15 
p.m., 4:30-5:15 p.m. or 5:30-6:15 p.m.

To arrange dine-in dinner reser-
vations, meal pickup or meal deliv-
ery, or to volunteer to help, contact 

the church at 920-855-2962 or email 
teri@hillsideassembly.com. Reser-
vations can also be made at www.
hillsideassembly.com. If you leave a 
message, include a phone number to 
confirm.

Another area church, St. John 
Lutheran Church in Townsend, de-
cided to cancel this year’s Thanks-
giving Day dinner in light of the 
pandemic, with a pledge to resume 
the popular community event in 
2021.

COVID-19 protocols in place
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Hillside Assembly’s gym is filled with people 
enjoying a pre-Thanksgiving meal in Gillett. Vol-
unteers typically prepare 500 meals, including 
more than 100 to deliver to area residents. Be-
cause of pandemic concerns, this year’s meal will 
be served in three shifts to allow for social dis-
tancing. FILE | NEW MEDIA
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Friends Book Sale benefits Gillett library

ABOVE: Carol Nygaard browses boxes and boxes of books inside the Gillett Public Library Community 
Center on Nov. 6, the first day of the two-day fundraising sale hosted by Friends of the Library. Safety 
and cleaning procedures were in place to address COVID-19 concerns. WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

LEFT: A wind-machine-driven character waves to passersby at the community center next to Gillett 
Public Library, calling attention to the annual book sale in progress inside Nov. 6-7.

WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

The Oconto Falls High School 
Drama Team is staging a virtual per-
formance of “Captain Theatre Nerd 
and the Magnificent Techies” by Jon 
Jory beginning at 6:30 p.m. Saturday 

on the school’s YouTube channel.
Under the guidance of the Wiscon-

sin High School Forensic Association, 
new guidelines and rules have been 
applied to this competitive season to 
ensure all members remain safe while 
producing their show. Jory’s play is 
described as an homage to the chaos 
and hidden heroes found within the 
walls of any theater.

The Drama Team has advanced 
from the district to the sectional level 
of competition. However, due to the 
situation with Covid-19, a public per-

formance for the community cannot 
be held. Instead, there will be a free 
live streaming of the play that can be 
accessed at http://bit.ly/34eF5zb.

In lieu of ticket sales, the Drama 
Club will be accepting donations to 
help cover expenses. For more infor-
mation, contact faculty director Gayle 
Gander at gayle.gander@of-ps.org or 
920-848-4467.

The drama team is led by student 
director Maddie Haines, who is also 
a performer. Joining her are Jes-
sie Pumplun, Connor Romandine, 

Katelyn Staidl, Gabby Wellnitz, Kleo 
Van Dornick, Sophia Wons, Parker 
Sonnenburg, Savannah Long, Paityn 
Keller, Casey Fischer, and Ashlynn 
Vanderheyden. The production crew 
includes John Wolford, Allison Grz-
elak, Justin Spaulding, Emily Riebe, 
Raina Coopman, Ana Feliz, Sophia 
Collar, and Madison Van Rens.

After Saturday’s performance, the 
troupe is scheduled to compete in 
sectionals Tuesday, aiming for a slot 
in the virtual Wisconsin High School 
Theatre Festival on Dec. 12.

OFHS to stage ‘Captain Theatre Nerd’ via live stream
UPDATE: THIS 

PERFORMANCE HAS 
BEEN POSTPONED

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Four people are in custody after 
police stopped their vehicle just before 
they were planning to execute a search 
warrant in Oconto.

According to the criminal complaint 
filed in Oconto County Circuit Court, 
authorities were preparing to search a 
Luby Avenue residence for drugs Oct. 
27 when three men and a woman ar-
rived and started loading a sport utility 

vehicle with items from inside.
Police and sheriff’s deputies moved 

in and apprehended the foursome. 
Inside the SUV they recovered a white 
mesh bag loaded with paraphernalia 
and a tan-and-white bag with a car ra-
dio inside. The radio was broken open, 
and inside was a gallon-sized bag filled 
with “a large amount of white/translu-
cent crystalline substance,” which later 
tested positive for methamphetamine, 
the complaint said.

All told, the complaint said officers 
confiscated 270 grams of meth and 94 
grams of marijuana. All four suspects 
denied any knowledge or possession of 
the drugs.

Court records identify the defen-
dants as Edward Phillip Lindahl, 38, 
Oconto; Manuel Antonio Herrera-Her-
nandez, 31, Green Bay; Mckenzie Paige 
Ottesen, 29, Green Bay, and Armando 
A. Pena, 24, Green Bay. Each was 
charged with possession with intent to 

deliver amphetamine, misdemeanor 
possession of THC and possession of 
drug paraphernalia. In Lindahl’s case 
the felonies have enhanced potential 
penalties because they are a “second or 
subsequent offense.”

During their initial court appearanc-
es Oct. 30, bond was set at $50,000 cash 
for Lindahl, $25,000 cash each for Her-
rera-Hernandez and Pena, and $15,000 
cash for Ottesen. All were scheduled to 
be back in court on Thursday.

Four held in methamphetamine bust
Suspects arrived as officers prepared to execute search warrant

By NEW MEDIA STAFF
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The Oconto Falls High School 
girls basketball team enters the 
winter season with some questions 
to answer.

The Panthers are coming off a 
strong 16-7 season last winter, which 
included a third-place finish in the 
North Eastern Conference with a 13-5 
record. The team graduated three se-
niors from that team and will also be 
under the direction of a new coach, 
Tim Solarek.

Still, the team has high goals set.
“Expectations are for us to finish 

towards the top of the conference 
and make a run in the playoffs,” said 
Solarek. “We did graduate three 
starters who accounted for over half 
of our scoring, but we return nine 
girls who all saw the floor last year 
so that gives us a strong core to work 
with.”

Senior McKayla Goebel and junior 
Alexis Euclide are the two starters 
back. Both play guard positions and 
landed on the NEC honorable men-
tion team after averaging 7.3 points 
per game for the season. No other 
returning Panther averaged over 
three points.

“I plan on keeping the team strong 
minded and having the will power to 
succeed even through tough circum-
stances,” said Goebel. “Also by being 
a leader, I will keep the team moti-
vated.”

The other seven Panthers with 
significant varsity experience are 
seniors Amelia Rice (forward), 

Brenna Morrissey (forward), Tori 
Hutchinson (guard), Morgan Kow-
alczyk (guard) and Autumn Magnin 
(guard) and juniors Paige Applebee 
and Hailey Peitersen (forwards).

Senior Taylor Ash (guard) and 
juniors Grace Oninski and Jaden 
Reed (forwards) are also expected to 
contribute this winter.

“It will take lots of effort from 
everyone, so not just skill, but effort. 
As long as everyone is putting in 
the work to improve and get better 
then it will help in the future,” said 
Euclide of what it would take for the 
team to have a successful season. 
“We need consistency, and we need 
to learn to play together. Every year 
we lose the seniors so it’s always a 
struggle trying to figure out how the 
team will manage.”

Oconto Falls wasn’t the only team 
in the NEC to graduate key seniors 
from last year. A total of 14 other 
all-conference players graduated, 
including five of the seven first-team 
selections.

Wrightstown and Freedom are the 
teams that tied for the conference 
title last year and Solarek expects 
them to be near the top of the confer-
ence again. The new coach believes 
the entire conference will provide 
challenges on gamedays.

“By being in a tough conference, 
it’s going to take a lot of determina-
tion and motivation,” said Goebel. 
“By staying after practices and shoot-
ing off the machines or even just tak-
ing the time in the workout rooms to 
build strength. But more importantly 
it’s going to take teamwork. We have 
to be able to motivate each other 
when we are struggling.”
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H I G H  S C H O O L  B AS K E T B A L L

Oconto Falls girls optimistic under 
new coach as season starts up

Panthers looking for 
players to step up

By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

sports@newmedia-wi.com

Oconto Falls’ Hailey Peitersen, center, looks to pass the ball during a North Eastern Conference game 
against Marinette on Feb. 7 in Oconto Falls. FILE | NEW MEDIA



The Oconto Falls High School 
football team put together sev-
eral promising drives when it had 
the ball but was unable to finish 
drives in the end zone during a 19-0 
nonconference loss to Denmark on 
Friday in Oconto Falls.

Oconto Falls’ defense played 
well enough to win, but was haunt-
ed by two touchdowns on fourth-
down plays.

“I didn’t think we had the edge 
we needed to play tonight,” said 
Oconto Falls coach Nick Bohl. “We 
did battle, but I just don’t think we 
had our A game, and we got to bring 
our A game every single night.”

Oconto Falls started the game 
with the ball and got the ball near 
midfield behind a balanced run-
ning attack by seniors Owen Huber, 
Hunter Mallien and Logan Joachim, 
but the hosts eventually had to 
punt. Senior Owen Seidl got off a 
good punt, pinning Denmark inside 
its own 10.

The Vikings marched the ball to 
the Oconto Falls 5-yard line after 
14 plays. Facing fourth-and-4 after 
the Panthers stuffed a couple runs, 
Denmark threw a touchdown pass 
to cap the drive.

Oconto Falls next offensive drive 
got inside the Denmark 30 — led by 
runs from Huber, Joachim and ju-
nior Dylan Thomson — but eventu-

ally the Vikings got the ball back on 
a turnover on downs.

The host’s next offensive drive 
got to the Denmark 42 before 
three-straight incompletions forced 
Oconto Falls to punt. A 32-yard 
pass from senior Tucker Bouche 
to Thomson got the drive moving 
before first-down runs from Huber 
and Mallien.

Oconto Falls’ defense then made 
its second-straight stop, forcing 
and recovering a fumble in the final 
minute, but the offense eventually 
turned the ball back over on downs 
before the first-half clock ran out.

“As a team, I think we got pretty 
tired,” said Thomson of what led to 
the offensive drives stalling. “We 
got a lot of guys playing both ways. 
I don’t think we were there men-
tally. It was a tough game, it was a 
fight.”

The second half started with 
Oconto Falls’ defense forcing a 
three-and-out. The ensuing pos-
session gained roughly 18 yards, 
including a first-down carry by 
Thomson, but the drive stalled and 
the hosts punted.

Denmark’s next possession 
went 79 yards and was capped by a 
touchdown to make it a two-score 
game. A costly fourth-down penalty 
by Oconto Falls gave Denmark a 
free first down, and four plays later 
the Vikings scored.

Thomson gave Oconto Falls a 
boost with a long kickoff return 
before Huber ran for a first down 
on a third-and-4 play. Just when 
the Panthers looked to have some 

momentum, a fumble on the first 
play of the fourth quarter ended the 
drive.

Denmark had a chance to put the 
game away on the next drive, but 
Thomson intercepted a pass near 
the goal line to give Oconto Falls a 
glimmer of hope.

The hosts worked the ball to 
their 43-yard line before a penalty 
and sack led to a fourth-and-22 
play. An incomplete pass gave 
Denmark the ball back, and they 
capitalized, throwing a 25-yard 
touchdown on fourth-and-4.

Oconto Falls final offensive pos-
session ended after four incomple-
tions before Denmark ran the 
remaining time out.

“We had a couple good drives. 
We got a couple first downs, and 
then I just feel like as a team we 
didn’t have enough energy and push 
after those couple first downs,” said 

Huber. “We just kind of ran out of 
energy — that kept happening drive 
after drive after drive. Then the de-
fense would get put out there, and 
especially for the people playing 
both ways, it’s hard to get back out 
there and be like ‘we got to do this.’

“But I really feel like from last 
year to now, this game would have 
been 40-0, but we held our part and 
it’s 19 — way better than 40-0.”

The matchup served as the 
regular season finale for Oconto 
Falls, which is now 3-3 overall. The 
Panthers are a No. 3 seed in a Divi-
sion 3 playoff pod that includes No. 
1 Freedom, No. 4 Northland Pines 
and No. 2 Wrightstown. Oconto 
Falls is scheduled to travel to face 
Wrightstown on Friday at 7 p.m.

“I think it’s just coming to prac-
tice, we got to be focused, got to 
give it 100 percent and treat it like 
it’s our last game of the year every 
time,” said Thomson on what it’d 
take to bounce back after the shut-
out loss. “No messing around. It’s 
the first time Oconto Falls has been 
in the playoffs in awhile, so we re-
ally got to take this serious; got to 
go out there and battle.”

According to the WIAA website, 
Oconto Falls is in the playoffs for 
the first time since 1998.

Denmark  7  0  6  6
Oconto Falls  0  0  0  0
First quarter
D: Hayden Konkol 5-yard pass from Reece Piontek 
(Thomas Ullmer kick), 1:52
Third quarter
D: Kenneth Satori 9-yard pass from Piontek (kick 
no good), 1:13
Fourth quarter
D: Satori 25-yard pass from Piontek (kick no 
good), 2:57
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H I G H  S C H O O L  FO OT B A L L

Oconto Falls unable to finish drives during home loss
Panthers end 

regular season with 
3-3 record
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

ONLINE
For this week’s high school highlights, visit www.

newmedia-wi.com.

sports@newmedia-wi.com

Oconto Falls’ Carson Mercier, left, rushes the 
passer during Friday’s nonconference game 
against Denmark in Oconto Falls.
 MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA
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5 Oconto Falls girls golfers earn academic honors
Five Oconto Falls High School 

girls golfers were named Academic 
All-State honorees by the Golf 
Coaches Association of Wisconsin.

Carli Fischer and Kate Pytleski 

received the high honors designa-
tion, while Kaylee Sadowski, Mor-
gan Blazek and Kearra Champeau 
earned the honors designation.

Students are nominated by 

GCAW member coaches if their cu-
mulative grade-point average is at 
least 3.25, they competed in at least 
75% of the team’s varsity matches 
and are in grades 10-12.

GCAW announced that 330 girls 
from 81 high schools were honored 
this fall. The average cumulative 
GPA of this year’s honorees was 
3.842.

Wisconsin women’s hockey No. 1 in preseason poll
For the sixth time in program his-

tory, the Wisconsin women’s hockey 
team will begin a season ranked No. 1 
in the country as the Badgers earned 

top billing in the preseason USA To-
day/USA Hockey Magazine Women’s 
Poll, the organizations announced.

UW earned nine of the 19 first-place 

votes and 178 total points, while Cor-
nell checked in at No. 2 with 153 points 
and seven first-place votes.

The Badgers were one of four 
teams from the Western Collegiate 
Hockey Association (WCHA) ranked.
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A man and woman from Oconto 
are being held after allegedly robbing a 
man at gunpoint Oct. 29.

Joshua Uphill, 22, and Jessica Hum-
blet, 20, are each charged with armed 
robbery, theft and misdemeanor bat-
tery in connection with an incident in 
which they are accused of holding up 
a Mississippi man and taking two bags 
filled with merchandise.

According to the complaint, the 
man told authorities he moved to 
Wisconsin to make a new life with 
Humblet, but she and Uphill surprised 
him. Uphill allegedly brandished a gun 

and Humblet used a Taser to stun him, 
and the pair left with the man’s back 
pack and a duffel bag.

After neighboring counties were 
alerted, Marinette County authorities 
found Uphill and Humblet at a cabin 
near Amberg, where they recovered 
the bags containing about 40 watches 
valued at a total $60,000, a $50,000 
trust fund, portable chargers, Blue-
tooth radios, and the victim’s driver’s 
license.

During a brief appearance in 
Oconto County Circuit Court on Nov. 
2, bond was set at $20,000 cash for Up-
hill and $5,000 cash for Humblet. They 
were due back in court Thursday.

Oconto pair charged 
with armed robbery

Accused of befriending man, stealing  
more than $100k worth of goods from him

By NEW MEDIA STAFF
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The next Suring Lioness Club community blood drive is scheduled for 
11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Thursday. Nov. 19

The Red Cross will need extra space due to COVID-19 concerns, so the 
drive will be held at the Breed Community Building, 11155 State Highway 32.

To register for an appointment, visit www.redcrossblood.org/give.

Suring blood drive moved to Breed hall

M A R R I A G E S
Joshua Ryan Clark and Christina Marie Johnson, Oconto Falls.
Jacob Thomas Milton Ellman, Oconto, and Brittany Tamara Wirtz, 

Pensaukee.
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