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Remains found by searchers 
Sunday afternoon are believed to be 
those of a Marinette County woman 
who disappeared more than three 
years ago.

Jeanette Fullerton, who was 83 
when she apparently walked away 
from her home in the Town of Wag-
ner, was the subject of a Silver Alert 
and numerous searches in the area 
after she disappeared Aug. 9, 2017.

The Wagner Fire Department 
and Marinette County Sheriff’s Of-
fice organized a new search after a 
property owner on Schultz Road, 
about two miles away, found images 

of Fullerton sit-
ting on his porch 
that morning 
on the memory 
card of a security 
camera he hadn’t 
checked in all 
that time.

Marinette 
County Sher-
iff Jerry Sauve 
said more than 
110 volunteers 

converged on the area Sunday. After 
about four hours, one of the search 
teams found items of clothing and 
subsequently bones nearby, Sauve 
said. The clothing and footwear 

matched what Fullerton was last seen 
wearing before she disappeared.

“These findings are about two 
miles from her home and about one 
half-mile through woods and swamp 
from where recent trail camera pho-
tos were discovered of Jeanette the 
morning she went missing in 2017,” 
Sauve said.

The remains are to be examined 
forensically to confirm they are those 
of the missing woman, he said.

The Fullerton family, fire de-
partment and sheriff’s department 
thanked the volunteers, as well as 
businesses and individuals who 
donated and prepared food for the 
search teams.

Woman’s remains found after three years
Security camera images provided final necessary clue

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

JEANETTE 
FULLERTON

COVID-19 has supplanted all of 
the routine activities of the Oconto 
County Public Health Department, 
the county’s public health director 
reported to the County Board on 
Sept. 24.

The county saw a big jump in the 
number of positive tests for the coro-
navirus in recent weeks, averaging 
more than 13 new cases every day, 
Public Health Division Manager Deb 
Konitzer told supervisors. And the 
spike escalated in the following days.

When Konitzer spoke to the 
board, the county had recorded 729 
cases of COVID-19 since the pan-
demic was declared in early March. 
By Sunday the number had grown to 
878, or another 149 in five days.

“My staff is getting completely 
worn out, and we’re having a hard 
time finding limited-term employees 
to help us,” Konitzer said. Earlier this 
year the board authorized up to five 
limited-term registered nurses to 
help with COVID-19 contact tracing, 
but attracting those professionals has 
been a challenge.

The workers call people who have 
tested positive and help find anyone 
they may have been in close contact 
with. “It usually takes at least an 
hour when we have a positive case, 
because they have lots of questions.”

The pandemic has taken almost all 
of the Public Health Division’s time 
for nearly eight months, she said.

“Everybody’s tired. We don’t 
get to do all the things that we’re 
in Public Health to do, all the other 
things — our immunizations, our 
child passenger safety program, none 
of that’s happening because we’re all 
doing COVID work,” Konitzer said. 
“We’re in crisis mode.”

The disease is not just affecting 
the elderly, she added. Middle-aged 
people in their 40s and 50s represent 
the highest amount of hospitaliza-
tions, and there has been a significant 
increase in positive tests among chil-
dren since Aug. 30, although they do 
not seem to be catching the virus at 

schools, where strict safety measures 
are being enforced.

Larger gatherings and a lack of 
attention to safety measures are con-
tributing to the community spread, 
Konitzer said.

“Nobody wants to hear that. It’s 
our community events, it’s our birth-
day parties, it’s our weddings, it’s 
our funerals,” she said. “People don’t 
social distance, and the culture in 
Oconto County is not to wear masks, 
and that hurts us.”

Social distancing and masks 
make a big difference in the spread, 
Konitzer said, encouraging members 
of the County Board to be “ambas-
sadors and role models” for social 
distancing and the use of masks.

By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

The Oconto County Board has been meeting at Holy Trinity Parish Hall in Oconto for several months to 
enable social distancing among supervisors during the COVID-19 pandemic.

WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

Public Health copes with surge  
COVID-19 has taken almost all of the division’s time for nearly eight months
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Two Oconto County committees 
are exploring the establishment of 
a county administrator system to 
operate county government.

For more than 20 years, Kevin 
Hamann has overseen county de-

partments as administrative coordi-
nator for the County Board. Under 
state law, an appointed county 
administrator has somewhat more 
autonomy but is still hired and fired 
by the County Board. An elected 
nonpartisan county executive has 
even more power and is chosen by 

the voters.
The board’s Executive Commit-

tee was scheduled to meet Tuesday 
to discuss what changes would need 
to be made to county ordinances, 
a copy of the proposed revised job 
description and information about 
compensation of a county admin-

istrator versus an administrative 
coordinator.

The Personnel & Wages Commit-
tee is also expected to review the 
proposal, with a recommendation 
coming later this year. If the change 
is approved, it would take effect in 
January.

Committees consider county administrator system
Oconto County has had an administrative coordinator for years

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

The towns of Brazeau and Moun-
tain have agreed to join the Suring 
Area Public Library and complete the 
third joint library agreement in Oconto 
County between a local library and 
surrounding towns.

The towns join the Village of Sur-
ing and the towns of Bagley, Breed, 
How and Maple Valley. The 11-mem-
ber joint library board will be com-
prised of the school district adminis-
trator or her representative, with the 
other positions apportioned among the 
municipalities by population after each 
census.

The Oconto County Board unani-
mously approved the new joint library 
agreement at its Sept. 24 meeting.

Administrative Coordinator Kevin 
Hamann said Suring joins Lena, which 
established a joint library agreement 
with its neighbors in 2015, and the 

Lakes Country Public Library in Lake-
wood in 2019.

The county has been encourag-
ing the six local libraries to form 
joint partnerships to help reduce the 
amount that neighboring counties 
can charge Oconto County — espe-
cially Brown County, which levied a 
$132,000 assessment for 2019.

By state law, counties such as 
Brown that have consolidated library 
systems may charge neighboring coun-
ties for the use of their libraries, unless 
the neighbors have their own consoli-
dated library systems or joint library 
agreements among municipalities.

Hamann conceded that the Sur-
ing agreement will reduce Oconto 
County’s obligation to Brown by only 
around $325 a year, because most 
residents who use Brown County 
libraries are from the southern part of 
the county.

“I would say that 80% of the 
charges come from Little Suamico 
and Chase, probably some in Morgan 
and Pensaukee,” he said. “Until those 
towns form joint library agreements, 
we’ll continue seeing this charge from 
Brown County.”

Suring joint library agreement approved
Village and six  

towns will administer 
library services

By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

A consulting firm has been hired 
to guide Oconto County through a 
$3.6 million upgrade of its emergen-
cy radio system.

PSC Alliance will serve as project 
coordinator for the project, which 
aims to bring the communications 
system among police, fire and rescue 
services up to date.

The Oconto County Board in July 
approved a plan for the first upgrade 
of the system in 15 years, covering 11 
radio towers — two more than cur-
rently exist — with goals of replac-
ing outdated equipment, improving 
portable radio coverage and the 
ability of neighboring agencies to 
communicate with each other, and 
reducing traffic congestion on the 
radio dispatch channels.

When the last upgrade was 

implemented around 2006, it was 
expected to last 10 years. This 
project is expected to take up to a 
year and a half and provide reliable 
service for 10-15 more years, Admin-
istrative Coordinator Kevin Hamann 
told the board.

The company, which drafted the 
plan, submitted a proposal to the 
Emergency Management Commit-
tee to serve as project coordinator 
for 10% of the $3.6 million price tag, 

Hamann said.
“The committee said, ‘No, that’s 

too much. You need to sharpen your 
pencils and come back with a better 
price. So they came back with 8%, 
and that’s $288,000,” he said.

The funds are included in the $3.6 
million overall cost. The resolution 
approving the PSC Alliance passed 
29-0.

Emergency radio system to be upgraded
$3.6 million project will take about a year and a half

By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

Scott James Zablocki, Morgan, and 
Deborah Anne Rasmussen, Brazeau.

Kristopher Michael Peot and Cas-
sidy Marie Steinke, Little Suamico.

Demetrius Bates, Chicago, and 
Amanda Kay Harding, Little Suamico.

Nicholas Jon Klemens and Alexan-
dra Judith McQuillan, Gillett.

Matthew Lee Lance and Erin Col-

leen Schlender, Chase.
Michael James Puyleart and Carrie 

Lynn Brokiewicz, Brazeau.
Sylvester Daniel Edlin-Chickering 

and Breanne Rose Kanak, Mountain.
Leo Martin Gomber and Alicia 

Lynn Strom, Gillett.
Joshua John Jahnke and Jennifer 

Anne Gellin, Gillett.

Tyler Allen Berbereia, Janesville, 
and Amber Joy Carlson, Suring.

Jacob Allen Steldt and Beth Ann 
Lyness, Gillett.

Skyler Ray Jacoby and Destini Mae 
Pool, Doty.

Alexander Allen Neta and Jennifer 
Jane Cole, Abrams.

John Anthony Smithhisler and Lori 

Ann Carey, Oconto.
Ryan John Berg and Amber Phyllis 

Wozniak, Suring.
Jonathan Allen Christensen and 

Mandalyn Rose Schmidt, Suring.
Michael Peter Wolf, Suring, and 

Amanda Lea Rasmussen, Green Valley.
Charles Walter Anderson Jr. and 

Autumn Marjorie Huettl, Mountain.

M A R R I A G E S



Lynne A. Kuepper, 85, of Shawano, 
passed away peacefully to walk joy-
fully with God on Sunday, Sept. 6, 
2020, following a long battle with 
Alzheimer’s. Filled with the love and 
power of music all her life, she’d play 
from memory any song requested 
without hesitation — even far into her 
battle with Alzheimer’s. She shared 
her gifts and played the piano until 
God called her home to accompany 
the heavenly choir.

Lynne was born Aug. 8, 1935, to 
Anders and Esther (Chronquist) Fols-
tad. She lived her early life in Barron, 
moving across the border to graduate 
from the University of Minnesota 
with a degree in music education. She 
met her husband, Richard Kuepper, 
when both were counselors at Camp 
Lannon Fields Farm in Lannon. She 
was the archery instructor (it seemed 
to her like it was something she 
should be able to do).

The couple were married on June 
13, 1959, in Barron. They raised two 
daughters and were blessed with 
two granddaughters whom she often 

lulled to sleep 
singing “You Are 
My Sunshine,” a 
happy memory 
they carry with 
them today.

Lynne shared 
her love of life and 
music with others 
freely, whether 
through teaching, 

friendship, or playing piano at the 
hospital to brighten the day of anyone 
who happened to walk by. Starting 
her teaching career in Beloit, Lynne 
also taught in Madison and Clinton-
ville, eventually settling her family in 
Shawano in 1970, teaching elementary 
music and taking on individual piano 
students. She taught cooking in sum-
mer school and was known for her 
pies, even selling one at auction for 
$300.

Lynne tried retiring once but didn’t 
like it, so she went back to work 
teaching in Gresham for a few years. 
She was the first to call on new neigh-
bors, and she belonged to the bridge 

club but didn’t really like bridge. It 
was the people (and the dessert) she 
enjoyed. The Corning-ware coffee pot 
was always on for any who stopped 
by unexpectedly.

While soft spoken, Lynne had a 
quick wit. When greeting John Rutter, 
her favorite composer, she simply 
said, “I like most of your music.” 
Lynne always had a dog with her on 
her daily walks, keeping in shape by 
running after them. She was always 
moving and traveled whenever pos-
sible, traveling to Brazil, Scandinavia 
and Germany for a tour of J.S. Bach’s 
homeland. Where she couldn’t go, she 
and Richard brought to them by host-
ing exchange students: Karen Israels-
son from Sweden, Marcia Costa from 
Brazil, Astrid Solberg from Norway 
and Jussi Toivonen from Finland.

Lynne is survived by her husband, 
Richard, of Shawano; her daughters, 
Wendy (Jon) Kofoot, of Savage, Min-
nesota, and Kathy (Dan) Braun, of 
Shawano; her granddaughters, Haa-
nah Braun, of Northfield, Minnesota, 
and Maris Braun, of Seattle, Washing-

ton, and her international family who 
loved her dearly. She was preceded 
in death by her parents, Anders and 
Esther Folstad.

Due to the coronavirus, a memo-
rial service will be held at a later 
date. Memorials to honor Lynne are 
preferred to the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion or Heartland Hospice.

Mickelson Funeral and Crema-
tion Service of Shawano is assisting 
the family with arrangements. Please 
share online condolences at www.
mickelsonfs.com.

The family would like to extend a 
huge thank you to those who cared 
for Lynne during her journey with 
Alzheimer’s — Jean Lamers and 
Brandon Wegner for their loving care 
while she was still able to be home, 
the staff at the Cottages Memory 
Care Unit and the staff of Heartland 
Hospice.

Lynne A. Kuepper

OBITUARIES

Entrepreneur and builder David G. 
Wenz passed away peacefully with 
his wife Royola by his side, at his 
home in Port Richey, FL on Thurs-
day, Sept. 17, 2020. He was 76 years 
old.

Born on July 29, 1944 to Samuel 
and Edna Wenz in Algoma, he went 
on to study mathematics, at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
and later graduated from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Oshkosh. After his 
graduation from college, he went to 
work for IBM for the next 21 years as 
a computer programmer and archi-
tect. During his time at IBM Dave 
amassed more than 50 invention and 
patent awards earning him an Out-

standing Techni-
cal Achievement 
Award as well as a 
fourth level Inven-
tion Achievement 
Award from IBM.

Dave, along 
with some of his 
fellow IBM co-
workers, left the 
company to start 

ShowCase Corporation. ShowCase 
grew to become a leading provider 
of business intelligence and data 
warehousing solutions that were 
used by some of the world’s largest 
corporations. ShowCase employed 
hundreds of people across the US and 

throughout the World. The company 
went public in 1998, allowing Dave to 
retire.

Although Dave was a successful 
businessman his greatest accomplish-
ment was helping to raise his two 
sons, Scott and Gregory, whom he 
had with his first wife Joyce (Gemin-
er). Dave also put his creative energy 
into building several lake cabins from 
scratch. A lifelong avid woodworker, 
he especially enjoyed building furni-
ture out of cherry wood, and he even 
carved and painted decoy ducks. He 
also loved golfing, fishing and cheer-
ing on the Packers, traditions his sons 
continue to carry on.

Dave is survived by his wife 

Royola, whom he loved for the last 
15 years, his two sons, Gregory (wife 
Erin) and Scott; one stepdaughter, Ni-
cole; four grandchildren, Sarah, Jack, 
Julian, and Katrin; two step grand-
daughters, Anastasia and Evelyn; 
and a sister June (husband Michael) 
Delwiche.

He was proceeded in death by his 
parents, Samuel and Edna (Meyer) 
Wenz; sisters Donna (husband Wil-
liam) Wenthen, Carol (husband La-
Verne) Yero, Betty (husband Roger) 
Swado and brother Richard (wife 
Jean) Wenz.

Family and friends will hold a cel-
ebration of Dave’s life next summer 
in Rochester, MN.

David G. Wenz

LoAnne L. Mac Murray, 88, of 
Shawano, passed away peacefully on 
Tuesday, Sept. 8, 2020, at ThedaCare 
Medical Center-Appleton.

LoAnne was born Nov. 15, 1931, 
in Plymouth, a daughter of the late 
Edmund and Dorothy (Hein) Laack. 
She attended school in Sevastopol 
and Shawano, graduating from Sha-
wano High School with the Class of 
1950. Following school, LoAnne was 
employed as an operator at the Urban 
Telephone Company in Shawano. On 
March 8, 1952, she was united in mar-
riage to Roger J. Mac Murray at St. 
James Lutheran Church in Shawano. 

Following their 
marriage, LoAnne 
stayed home to 
raise her family. 
When her children 
were grown, she 
went to work as a 
cook at Evergreen 
Health Care Cen-
ter in Shawano.

LoAnne is 
a member of St. James Lutheran 
Church. Her hobbies included cook-
ing, traveling and sewing. She enjoyed 
visiting the Black Hills in South 
Dakota and Door County, where she 

connected with many friends from 
her early high school years in Sevas-
topol.

Survivors include her husband of 
69 years, Roger, of Shawano; her sons, 
David Mac Murray, of Shawano, and 
Brian (Laurie) Mac Murray, of Lunds; 
four grandchildren, Melanie (Andy 
Nelsen), Michelle and Myra Mac 
Murray, and Nicole (Adam) Clark; 
two great-grandchildren; and her sis-
ter, Patricia Anker, of Shawano.

She was preceded in death by her 
parents, and her son, Michael Mac 
Murray.

A funeral service for LoAnne L. 

Mac Murray was held Monday, Sept. 
14, 2020, at 11 a.m. at St. James Luther-
an Church in Shawano. Pastor Mark 
Drengler officiated. Interment was in 
Woodlawn Cemetery in Shawano.

Mickelson Funeral and Crema-
tion Service of Shawano is assisting 
the family with arrangements. Please 
share online condolences at www.
mickelsonfs.com.

LoAnne L. Mac Murray
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Richard Sean King, age 31. of Kes-
hena, passed away on Tuesday, Sept. 
22, 2020. Richard was born on Sept. 
7, 1989 to James Waukau and Kateri 
King. He graduated from Menominee 
Indian High School. Richard worked 
on rigs for Noble Casing in North 
Dakota. He lived in the Keshena and 
Bowler areas most of his life. Richard 
was a member of the Menominee 
Indian Boxing Club, National Indian 
Champion, and Junior Olympic Cham-
pion. He enjoyed basketball, football, 
baseball, and spending time with his 
friends.

Richard is survived by his children, 
Janissa, Nekoqsmaw, and Payton 
LaVonne; father, James (special friend, 
Tory Gladue) Waukau; mother, Kateri 

King; siblings, 
Leroy (Annette 
Peters) Sanapaw, 
Sherilyn King, 
Shaunice King, 
Justice King, Ga-
ma-bne White, 
Shanon White, and 
Sheenah White; 
as well as other 
nieces, nephews, 

other relatives and friends.
He was preceded in death by his 

uncle, Mike Waukau.
Private funeral services will be held 

at Swedberg Funeral Home in Shawa-
no with Fr. Raja officiating. Burial will 
be in St. Michael’s Cemetery.

www.swedbergfuneralhome.com.

Robert E. Thorson, 51, of Tigerton, 
died Wednesday, Sept. 23, 2020, at 
Copperleaf Terrace under Interim 
Hospice Services.

Robert was born June 30, 1969, 
in Appleton, the son of Lester and 
Juretta (Lund) Thorson.

Robert was a faithful member of 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, in the 
Town of Morris, where he loved 
attending services. He worked as an 
iron pourer at the Waupaca Foundry 
for 19 years. Robert enjoyed walking 
his dogs and walked up to 10 miles a 
day. He enjoyed spending time out-
doors, especially snowmobiling and 
kayaking.

Robert is survived by his father, 
Lester; two brothers, Mike Thorson of 
Tigerton, and Russ (Diana) Thor-
son of Green Bay; eight nieces and 
nephews, Jennifer Thorson of Billings, 

Montana, Jeri 
Korth of Green 
Bay, Greg Thorson 
of Billings, Mon-
tana, Jordan Thor-
son of Tigerton, 
Mike Thorson Jr. 
and Jacob Thorson 
of Wittenberg, 
Nick Thorson of 
Portland, Oregon, 

and James Thorson of Green Bay. He 
was preceded in death by his mother, 
Juretta, and brothers David and Scott.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, a 
memorial service will be held in the 
spring of 2021.

Schmidt & Schulta Funeral Home, 
Wittenberg, is assisting the family 
with arrangements. Memories and 
messages of support may be shared at 
schmidtschulta.com.
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James Allen Zimmerman, formerly 
of Shawano, WI, passed away at his 
home in Rogers, Arkansas on Wednes-
day, Sept.23, 2020. He was born to 
Clarence and Iola (Petit) 
Zimmerman on Oct. 2, 
1939 in Elgin IL. Jim was 
baptized and confirmed 
at Good Shephard Lu-
theran Church in Elgin, 
IL. He graduated from 
Elgin High School in 1957, after which 
he served our country from 1959-1961in 
the U.S. Army Signal Corps stationed 
in France. Upon returning from his 
service, he married his wife of 59 years, 
Carna-Jean Becker on Sept. 30, 1961.

Jim worked as a pressman for a 
printing company in Northbrook, IL 
for many years prior to moving to 
Shawano in 1972. In 1973 Jim and Carna 
purchased the Shawano Journal Co. 
which later became Shawano Print-

ing Co., Inc. which 
they continued to 
operate until 1993 
when they sold the 
business to their 
son Greg and his 
wife Jodi.

He was a mem-
ber of Shawano 
Lodge #170 and 
served as Master 

in 1983. He went on to become Grand 
Master of Masons in Wisconsin in 
1992. Jim was a member of all Scottish 
and York Rite Bodies, Beja Shrine in 
Green Bay, WI, Shawano Shrine Club, 
past patron of Shawano Chapter #167 
order of Eastern Star. He served on 
the Shawano United Way Committee 
and was a member of Zion Lutheran 
Church of Shawano where he served 
on various committees before moving 
to Rogers, Arkansas, where he was 

currently a member of Peace Lutheran 
Church.

Jim enjoyed serving the many 
organizations and committees he was 
involved in, hunting, woodworking 
and loved being outdoors puttering 
around in the yard.

Jim is survived by his wife Carna, 
Sons: Jeffery Zimmerman (friend 
Tanya), Rogers, Arkansas; Gregory 
(Jodi) Zimmerman, Greenville, Wis-
consin; Dr. Robert (Sheri) Zimmer-
man, Rogers, Arkansas; brother David 
Zimmerman, Gresham; brother-in-law 
Bill Becker (friend Sue), Round Lake 
Park, Illinois; grandchildren Elizabeth 
(Ben) Koepsell, Sheboygan; Adam (Ra-
chel) Zimmerman, Manitowoc; Ryan 
Zimmerman, Greenville; Alex Zimmer-
man, Shawano; Aiden Zimmerman, 
Rogers, Arkansas; Liam Zimmerman, 
Rogers, Arkansas; step-granddaughters 
Madison Cantrell and Sarah-Kate 

Cantrell, Rogers, Arkansas; plus nieces 
and nNephews.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents, infant brother and his sister 
Christine Krog.

Private family services were held 
at Stockdale-Moody Funeral Home, 
Rogers, Arkansas, officiated by Pastor 
Melissa Ehrhardt, Peace Lutheran 
Church, Rogers, Arkansas.

Masonic Services will be held at 
Swedberg Funeral Home, Shawano, 
WI on Thursday, Oct. 8, 2020, at 7 p.m. 
with visitation preceding at 6 p.m.

A celebration of life service will be 
held at Zion Lutheran Church, Sha-
wano, WI with Pastor Scott Ludford 
officiating on Friday, Oct. 9, 2020 at 2 
p.m., with visitation preceding at 1 p.m.

Military honors will be conducted 
by the Shawano American Legion Post 
#117 following the services at church.

www.swedbergfuneralhome.com

James Allen Zimmerman

Richard Sean King

Robert E. Thorson

OBITUARIES

Delphine M. Yunk, age 88 of 
Shawano, passed away peacefully on 
Sunday, Sept. 20, 2020. Her illness 
came on suddenly, but her family 
was able to spend time with her be-
fore her passing. Delphine was born 
on June 15, 1932 in Milwaukee to the 
late Frederick and Joanna (Brzezin-
ski) Drezdzon. She had nine siblings, 
four sons, and two daughters.

She graduated from an all-girl 
high school, Girl’s Tech, in 1950. 
Delphine loved high school and was 
the editor of the senior yearbook. 
She met our father, Walter Yunk, 
and moved to Philadelphia to be 
with him on the base before he left 
for the Korean War. They returned 
to Milwaukee after the war. Because 
of her love of camping (we may 
be lying) and her love of Shawano, 
she moved her family there in 1969. 
After a short time, they purchased a 
cottage resort.

It was lots of work, but a great 
place to raise a family. Delphine 
provided her children with the 
ultimate playground living on Sha-
wano Lake. She was a stay at home 
mom for most of her life, there was 
always a hot dinner at night and des-
sert! Delphine loved giving gifts at 
Christmas. She was an accomplished 
seamstress and a pro at crossword 
puzzles. Delphine was a faithful 
member of Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church.

Once her children were grown, 
Delphine moved to California for 
several years before returning to 
Shawano. She loved football (in-
cluding college) and the Green Bay 
Packers. She ran the Packer pool 

at the apartment 
complex where 
she lived. She 
loved to gamble 
and enjoyed going 
to the casinos in 
Las Vegas.

Mom is sur-
vived by her five 
children, Walter 
“Kuba” (Kathy) 

Yunk, David Yunk, Nancy (Mark) 
Villars, Daniel (Laurie) Yunk, and 
Lori (Bill) Kumbalek; grandchildren, 
Heather Martens, Sarah (VonDeck) 
Yunk, Richard Yunk, Ariel Kum-
balek, Billy Kumbalek, Kayla Yunk, 
Noah Kumbalek, and Ben Kumbalek; 
many great-grandchildren and great-
great-grandchildren; three surviv-
ing siblings, Shirley Kaboskey, Lois 
Riley, and Karen Kennon; as well as 
nieces, nephews, other relatives and 
friends.

She is preceded in death by her 
parents; Auntie Martha and Uncle 
Clem; and siblings, Myron Drezd-
zon, Freddy Drezdzon, Ruthie Gam-
bino, and Pat Dent; one son, Steven 
Yunk; and grandson, David Martens.

A memorial service will be held 
for Delphine at 11 a.m. on Saturday, 
Oct. 3, 2020 at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church. Visitation will be held on 
Saturday at the church from 10 a.m. 
until the time of service.

The family of Delphine would 
like to extend a special thank you 
to the doctors and nurses at The-
daCare in Shawano and Neenah, 
we will forever be grateful by your 
direction and kindness.

www.swedbergfuneralhome.com.

Delphine M. Yunk
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Vernon “Vern” Victor Martzke, 
age 88, passed away on Tuesday, Sept. 
22, 2020 at Woodside Villa of Green 
Bay.

Vernon was born on Oct.14, 1931 in 
Shawano, a son of the late Theodore 
and Alma (Lindner) Martzke. He at-
tended and graduated from Shawano 
High School. Following high school 
Vern graduated from UW Oshkosh 
where he met his future wife, Rose-
Mary Hicks.

On Aug. 22, 1953 Vern was united 
in marriage to RoseMary in Gillett. 
Vern continued his education at 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
while working as a math and science 
teacher, and received his Master’s 
Degree in School Administration. 
Over the years he worked in various 
levels of education until becoming 
the Superintendent for the Alma 
Area School District. Vern and Rose 
lived in Alma for 50 years. Following 
Rose’s death in February of 2015, Vern 

moved to Green 
Bay to be closer to 
his family.

Vern enjoyed 
woodworking, 
remodeling, and 
gardening. He 
and Rose loved 
antiquing for old 
glassware. He was 
a longtime mem-

ber of St. John Lutheran Church in 
Alma where he was a choir director, 
church council member, and council 
president. After retiring from educa-
tion, Vern was elected to two terms as 
a Buffalo County Supervisor, the last 
of which was as President. Vern also 
served as the Buffalo County Food 
Pantry manager, along with Rose for 
many years. He was also a member of 
the Alma Lions Club.

Left to cherish his memory are his 
children, Doug (Mary Kaye) Mar-
tzke of Green Bay, Kristin (Brent) 

Vernon “Vern” Victor Martzke

Margaret A. Schmidt, 91, of Jacksonville, Florida, passed away September 
21, 2020. Arrangements are being handled by Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral 
Home, www.quinn-shalz.com.

Margaret A. Schmidt

Allan C. “Bud” Luniak, 87, of 
Shawano, passed away Thursday, 
March 5, 2020. Al was born Sept. 
21, 1932, in Shawano, a son of the 
late Frank and Ida 
(Bucholz) Luniak. 
He graduated from 
Marion High School 
and University of 
Wisconsin-Madison 
with a degree in civil 
engineering.

Following his graduation, Al 
served his country in the U.S. 

Navy. In his 
earlier years, Al 
enjoyed snow-
mobiling and 
fishing up north 
with friends. He 
also loved his 
regular weekly 
golf and sheeps-
head games with 
his buddies. Al 

worked for the state of Wiscon-
sin transportation department for 
many years and also as an engineer 

at various local private companies.
Survivors include his special 

friend, Marilyn Richards; his niece, 
Susan (Larry) Reinke; and great-
nieces, Jennifer (Eric) Sarauer and 
Amy (Ryan) Mikel.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents and his sisters, Jean Luniak 
and Melda Hellestad.

A memorial service for Allan 
C. Luniak was held Monday, Sept. 
21, 2020, at 11 a.m. at Mickelson 
Funeral Service in Shawano. Pastor 
Lew Worthington will officiate. In-

terment will be in Woodlawn Cem-
etery in Shawano. Military honors 
were conducted by the Shawano 
AmVets Post 10 at the cemetery.

Mickelson Funeral and Crema-
tion Service of Shawano is assist-
ing the family with arrangements. 
Please share online condolences at 
www.mickelsonfs.com.

Allan C. Luniak

Schneider of Andover, MN, Jeff 
(Nikki) Martzke of Nelson, BC, and 
Lisa (Bruce) Deemer of Marshfield; 
his grandchildren, Erica (Johnathan) 
Novak, Brandon (Lindsey) Martzke, 
Jason Schneider, Amelia and Willem 
Martzke, Emily (fiancé Paul Ojambo) 
Goeppinger, and Mariah Goeppinger; 
great-grandchildren, Carter and Em-
mett Novak, and Eve and Rhett Mar-
tzke; sisters-in-law, Norma Martzke 
and Beverly Hicks; and many nieces, 
nephews, relatives, and friends. He 
was preceded in death by his broth-
ers, Kenneth, Willard, and Eldor; and 
his grandson, Ryan Schneider.

An outdoor funeral service for 
Vernon was held on Monday, Sept. 28, 
2020 at 1:30 p.m. at St. Jakobi Lutheran 

Church, Town of Richmond. Pas-
tor Travis Kleinschmidt officiated. 
Visitation will begin at 12:30 p.m. and 
continue until the time of service. 
Interment will be in the church cem-
etery.

Due to COVID-19, the family 
respectfully asks all in attendance to 
wear masks, and encourages social 
distancing.

Mickelson Funeral & Cremation 
Service of Shawano is assisting the 
family with arrangements. Please 
share online condolences at www.
mickelsonfs.com.

“The family sends a special thank 
you to the staff at Woodside Villa and 
Unity Hospice for the care and sup-
port given to Vernon.”

Menominee County has agreed to 
become part of the comprehensive 
community services intergovern-
mental agreement that also includes 
Marinette and Oconto counties.

The Oconto County Board unani-

mously approved the agreement 
between the three counties during 
its Sept. 24 meeting. The Marinette 
and Menominee county boards had 
already approved.

Chris Hanke, manager of the 
county’s Community Services Divi-
sion, said the program provides case 

management services for both adults 
and children with mental health is-
sues. Marinette and Oconto counties 
first formed a partnership in 2015 
with Marinette County serving as the 
administrative body.

“Each county operates indepen-
dently as far as providing services to 

their community and their citizens,” 
Hanke said, and funding is provided 
by the state through Medicaid.

The state encouraged Menominee 
to join with Marinette and Oconto to 
regionalize the service, Hanke said. 
The agreement is effective Jan. 1, 
2021.

Menominee County joins 
community services agreement

Oconto and Marinette counties have been working together since 2015
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

This is the Friday-only COVID-19 Journal version of NEW Media’s Shawano Leader, Wittenberg  
Enterprise & Birnamwood News and Oconto County Times Herald. Find us online at www.newmedia-wi.com
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S P O RT S

After landing on the Marinette & 
Oconto Conference honorable men-
tion team in her junior volleyball 
season, Suring High School’s Kelsey 
Smith is hoping to achieve similar 
success in her senior season, while 
also trying to soak up all the memo-
ries she can.

Smith has helped the Eagles to a 
1-1 start through the first two weeks 
of the season.

In a season-opening match 
against Lena on Sept. 17, Smith had 
a team-leading nine attack kills for 
the Eagles.

Smith had five total kills in a 
M&O setback to Niagara on Sept. 22.

Q: When did your interest in 
volleyball begin?

A: My interest in volleyball began 
during my freshman year playing on 
the freshman team, with teammates 
that I am very close to. From the 
van rides to games to playing on the 
court, they have made me a better 
player and teammate.

Q: What is your favorite part 
about the volleyball season?

A: My favorite part of the vol-
leyball season is honestly all of it. I 
enjoy every game I am able to play 
and practice with my teammates.

Q: A few weeks into the season 
now, what kind of things does the 
team need to improve on?

A: We, as a team, need to work 
on defense. Our passing is not where 
we would like it to be, and we find 
our setters having to run for the ball.

Q: Do you have any individual 
goals you’re hoping to accom-
plish this fall?

A: My goal is to do/be the best 
I can. It’s my last season — I don’t 
want to leave with regret of not hav-
ing enough fun.

Q: As a senior, how do you bal-
ance being a leader for your team 

and trying to enjoy your final 
season?

A: Without knowing what to ex-
pect with the schedule of the season, 
I try to always make the most out 

of practice. I try to make it fun for 
the underclassmen so they enjoy the 
sport as much as I do, yet push them 
to do their best to improve their 
ability.

Q: Do you have any rituals 
you go through to get ready for a 
match?

A: I try to make myself the least 
nervous I can be, redirect my ener-
gy. I like to think about the positives 
and watch successful plays.

Q: What’s your favorite memo-
ry of competing on the Suring 
volleyball team?

A: My favorite memory was 
junior year when everything started 
to click for me as a player. My hits 
were getting harder and more con-
trolled; it was a great feeling.

Q: Favorite TV show, movie 
and musical artist?

A: TV show — “Heartland.” Mov-
ie — “A Christmas Prince.” Musical 
artist — Dan and Shay.

Q: Name one thing about your-
self that not many people know.

A: I am deathly afraid of snakes. 
When I work with my dad (Jess) 
surveying, I always carry a shovel 
with me in the woods. No matter 
what else he has me bring, there is 
always a shovel.

Q: What’s the greatest piece of 
advice you have ever been told?

A: “You won’t know if they cut 
the season short, so play every game 
like it is your last.” — Dad.

Q: What are some things you 
hope to accomplish after graduat-
ing high school?

A: I hope to graduate college and 
have a degree in elementary educa-
tion.

AT H L E T E  P R O F I L E :  K E L S E Y  S M I T H

Suring senior hoping for another big season

Suring’s Kelsey Smith jumps up to attempt a spike during a Marinette & Oconto Conference match 
against Niagara on Sept. 22 in Suring. MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

AT A GLANCE
ATHLETE: Kelsey Smith
SPORT: Volleyball
POSITIONS: Outside hitter, strong side defense
SCHOOL: Suring High School
YEAR: Senior



The Gillett Secondary School girls 
cross-country team won the Three 
Lakes Invitational on Sept. 24 after 
posting a team score of 38. The Gillett 
boys came in third with a score of 55.

Leading the Gillett girls to victory 
was a the trio of Sylvia Hansen, Ryann 
Wagner and Carleigh Kaczmarek, 
who all placed in the top five. Hansen 

finished second in 20 minutes, 53.5 sec-
onds, while Wagner was third in 21:06.1 
and Kaczmarek fourth in 21:30.8.

Megan Wagner (23:00.3) took 15th 
and Alaina Herzog (24:06.3) 25th to 
cap the team score.

Gillett’s Derek Hanson won the 
boys’ race in 17:19.7. Evan Peterson 
placed fifth in 18:03.8.

Ben Matczak (19:16.8) took 12th and 
Riley Engebretson (19:17.3) 13th for the 

Tigers. Wyatt Wilz (21:54.8) was the 
team’s fifth finisher, coming in 37th.

Five Suring girls also competed in 
the invitational, as the team came in 
fifth with a score of 107. Olivia Noack 
led the way with a seventh-place finish 
in 22:16.1.

Chantelle VandenElzen (24:57.8), 
Hailey Thomson (25:49.1), Georgia 
Gerndt (26:16.7) and Samantha Seibert 
(27:54.8) rounded out the team, taking 

29th, 35th, 42nd and 51st, respectively.
The Lena/St. Thomas Aquinas 

Academy co-op had five runners in 
action, but didn’t qualify for any team 
scores. Max Beyer (20:13.1) came in 
17th in the boys’ race, while Franky 
Umentum (29:48.7) was 59th. Megan 
Shallow (27:54.4), Ruth Alberts (31:17.9) 
and Samara VanArk (33:22.8) were the 
girls’ co-op runners, coming in 50th, 
56th and 59th, respectively.
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H I G H  S C H O O L  C R OS S - CO U N T RY

Gillett girls finish 1st, boys claim 3rd at Three Lakes Invitational
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

H I G H  S C H O O L  FO OT B A L L

Lena/STAA co-op young, but ready to compete this fall

The Lena/St. Thomas Aquinas 
Academy co-op is hoping for a bounce 
back season after going winless last 
fall.

Co-coaches Dale Lange and Ed-
die Huberty will have a young and 
inexperienced roster to work with, but 
they are optimistic they can turn in a 
competitive season.

Lining up in the offensive backfield 

for the co-op will be junior Logan Shal-
low and sophomores Jake Belongia, 
Josh Kristof and Ethan Braley.

Threats in the passing game will in-
clude: seniors Alex Powers, Ethan Rus-
sell, Lucas Hofer and Miles Maloney; 
junior Lane Whiting; and sophomores 
Sam Marquardt and Sidney Sylvester.

Blocking for the team will be senior 
Griffin Knox, juniors Mason Simonson 
and Blake DeDamos, and sophomores 
Elijah Gott and Brady Smith.

On defense, Belongia, Simonson, 

Gott, Knox and DeDamos will serve as 
linemen, with Kristof, Powers, Shallow 
and Whiting serving as linebackers.

Shallow will also spend some time 
in the secondary, along with Russell 
and Braley.

Kristof is the team’s lone returning 
all-conference player. He made the 
honorable mention team as a line-
backer.

The co-op has two games sched-
uled against Wausaukee, Gillett and 
Suring this fall.

Lena/STAA opened its season with 
a 34-18 loss to Wausaukee on Friday in 
Lena.

Shallow accounted for all three of 
the co-op’s touchdowns. He threw for 
158 yards and a pair of scores, while 
also rushing for 63 yards and a touch-
down.

Whiting had four receptions for 76 
yards and a score, while Russell caught 
two passes for 82 yards and the other 
touchdown.

By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor



The Suring High School football 
team heads into the fall season needing 
to replace several impact players if it 
hopes to compete for another confer-
ence title.

Suring went 8-2 a season ago, in-
cluding an 8-1 mark in the MONLPC-8 
to tie Gibraltar for the title. The Eagles 
graduated five all-conference players 
from that team — including Logan 
Stuart, the conference’s offensive and 
defensive player of the year.

Even with only three starters back, 
coach Mitch Taylor still believes the 
team can still turn in a strong season.

Seniors Kegyn Lambrecht (running 
back, linebacker) and Leo Taylor (of-
fensive and defensive line) and junior 
Breyden Taylor (offensive and defen-
sive line) are the returning starters.

Leo Taylor made the all-conference 
first team as an offensive lineman and 
honorable mention team as a defen-
sive lineman. Breyden Taylor was an 
honorable mention selection on both 
sides of the ball.

Among the other players who will 
play key roles for the team are juniors 
Taron Haak (quarterback, linebacker), 
Gavin Fredenburgh (wide receiver, 
defensive back), Jeremy Hensel 
(quarterback, linebacker) and Terry 
Helminger (running back, linebacker) 
and sophomore Mason Ferrell (offen-
sive and defensive line).

Helping the team fill some of the 
voids left by the graduated seniors 
will be senior Austin Krueger (offen-
sive line, linebacker), juniors Jackson 

Schaal (offensive and defensive line) 
and Alex Baldwin (wide receiver, 
defensive back) and sophomores 
Keegan Rattin (running back, line-
backer), Maxwell Yancy (offensive and 
defensive line), Ashtyn Edwards (wide 
receiver, cornerback) and Colton Pe-
ters (offensive and defensive line).

In the first week of the season, 
Suring blanked Gillett 38-0 in Suring. 

After a scoreless first quarter, Suring 
scored 30 second-quarter points.

Haak rushed for a pair of touch-
downs for Suring, while Hensel added 
another rushing score. Fredenburgh 
led the way with 110 rushing yards, 
while Hensel had 84.

Hensel returned an interception 
for a touchdown, and Fredenburgh 
returned a punt for another score.
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H I G H  S C H O O L  FO OT B A L L

Suring with big goals despite obstacles
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

Suring’s Gavin Fredenburgh steps around a team-
mate during a successful run in Friday’s win over 
Gillett in Suring. Fredenburgh and the Eagles 
started their year with a win over the Tigers.
 CAROL RYCZEK | NEW MEDIA
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