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National Show Ski 
Championship comes to 
Shawano this weekend
	               INSIDETIMES HERALD

CELEBRATING MOTHER NATURE’S FIREWORKS
The rich color, large size and heavy blooms of Strutter’s Ball make this a classic and beloved daylily that stands the test of time. Horticulturist Rob Zimmer writes 
this week preserving the stature and memory of some of these older daylily varieties that were once beloved stars of the summer garden. SEE COLUMN, PAGE 15.
� ROB ZIMMER

The judge ruled that the 
defendant met the legal 
definition of a persistent 
repeat offender.
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Life sentence for 
child sex assault        

Suring water 
bills to rise
The state Public Service 
Commission has approved 
a 61% increase in monthly 
water bills that staff says is 
necessary to cover costs.
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Oconto Falls Legion baseball 
player Tucker Bouche has 
been named to the state 
American Legion all-star 
team. 
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Bouche makes 
all-star roster         
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Suring monthly water 
bills to increase 61%

Utility and PSC say increase needed to pay for costs
By KEVIN MURPHY

Correspondent

Looking to reverse four years 
of income deficits, the state Public 
Service Commission last week autho-
rized a 61% or a $21 increase in the 
village of Suring’s monthly residential 
water bills.

Average residential customers 
currently paying $34.31 monthly for 
2,000 gallons of water will pay $55.40 
when the new rates take effect on or 
after the Aug. 23 meter reading, ac-
cording to documents filed with the 
PSC.

Rates for industrial, multifam-
ily commercial and public authority 
customers will increase by 46.5% 
to 93.5% depending on customer 
category and meter size, according to 
the PSC rate order issued July 30.

The PSC cautions that the per-
centage increase for any customer 
may not match the overall percentage 
increase to the associated customer 
class but will depend on the amount 
of the customer’s water usage.

The increase puts Suring’s water 
bills above the state average for simi-
larly sized utilities, according to the 
rate order.

Three residents spoke in opposi-
tion to the rate increase at the July 21 
public hearing. They were concerned 
about the impact on customers from 

the magnitude of the rate increase. 
They also questioned the utility’s 
finances, management and practices.

Utility staff and PSC staff said that 
the rate increase was needed to pay 
for the cost of water tower mainte-
nance and repainting, well rehabilita-
tion, hydrant replacements and an 
upgrade to electronic controls.

The water rate increase comes 
after sewer rates, set locally, were 
increased in January.

Village President Les Steffeck 
said Aug. 2 that the rate increase 
was needed to fund the approximate 
$200,000 cost of water tower mainte-
nance and about $60,000 to relocate 
fire hydrants in preparation of the 
reconstruction next year of state 
Highway 32.

The PSC noted that some cus-
tomers may experience financial 
difficulty due to the large water rate 
increase, but the revenue it would 
produce should ensure that the utility 
is financially viable in the future.

The PSC urged the utility to work 
with those customers experiencing 
difficulty paying their water bills.

The utility’s last comprehensive 
rate increase occurred in January 
2010 and has received PSC authoriza-
tion to implement 3% increases in 
2014, 2017 and 2019.

However, there is sentiment on 
the Village Board to file full rate cases 

more frequently, Steffeck said.
“More frequent, just so we won’t 

have to sustain such a large increase 
at one time,” he said.

Concerned about the amount of 
unbilled water pumped and distrib-
uted since 2017, the PSC required the 
utility to conduct a water audit in 
order to determine the source of the 
non-revenue water.

Steffeck said that the utility has 
looked for but hasn’t found any 
significant leaks in the water system. 
Instead, it may be due to deficiencies 
in the billing software system.

“We’ve been getting some battery 
failures, so we’ve been upgrading to 
new meters,” he said.

The utility has recorded net in-
come deficits since 2017, which have 
ranged from a high of $78,285 in 2019 
to a low of $37,673 in 2018. Without 
the new rates, the utility projected an 
income deficit of $58,547 this year.

However, the new rates are esti-
mated to increase annual revenue by 
$112,900, boosting total revenue to 
$320,880. After expenses of $266,527, 
the utility should eliminate the pro-
jected income shortfall, earn a $54,353 
net income and a 4.9% rate of return 
on the net value of the water system’s 
infrastructure, according to the rate 
order.

“This (rate increase) will put us 
back in the black,” Steffeck said.

Child sex offender sentenced to life
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

An Abrams man has been sen-
tenced to spend the rest of his life in 
prison as a persistent repeat child sex 
offender.

Aaron James Haun, 45, Abrams, was 
sentenced July 27 to life in prison with-
out parole or extended supervision for 
four counts of first-degree sexual as-
sault of a child younger than 13, in con-

nection with incidents that occurred 
Jan. 1, April 1 and July 19, 2019.

Haun was found guilty after a two-
day jury trial in May.

Before imposing the sentence, 
Judge Michael T. Judge ruled that 
Haun meets the statutory definition 
of a persistent repeater, having been 
“convicted of a serious child sex of-
fense on at least one occasion at any 
time preceding the date of violation 

of the serious child sex offense for 
which he or she presently is being 
sentenced.”

Assistant District Attorney Lisa 
Rowe submitted documentation of 
Haun’s previous child sex conviction 
in the state of Illinois.

Judge credited Haun for 745 days 
served in the Oconto County Jail 
since the charges were filed in August 
2019.
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For the first time, Oconto County 
will use a recruitment firm to lead the 
search to fill two of its top executive 
positions.

County Administrator Kevin 
Hamann last month notified the board 
of his intention to retire effective Jan. 
7, and Health and Human Services 
Director Mike Reimer recently an-
nounced his own plans to retire effec-
tive Jan. 14.

“These are two high-level posi-
tions in the county, so I’m recom-
mending that we hire the same firm to 
do both,” Hamann said.

The board voted 27-1 to hire Public 
Administration Associates, a White-
water-based consulting firm led by 
three former municipal managers that 
says it has worked with more than 165 
Wisconsin municipalities to recruit 

and select their chief administrative 
officers.

Hamann said both positions are 
important enough for the county to 
consider hiring an outside consultant. 

Reimer was an internal promotion, 
while Hamann said he happened to be 
in Menominee, Michigan, 25 years ago 
when his mother-in-law heard about 
the job opening in Oconto County.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

By WARREN BLUHM
Editor-in-chief

County hires recruiting  
firm to find top execs

Hamann, Reimer to retire in January

MIKE REIMER KEVIN HAMANN

Return to Mardi Gras
American Legion Sylvan Post 44, along with the auxiliary ladies, led the Mardi Gras parade in Lakewood 
on July 18 as hundreds of people stood with their hands over their hearts.	                   CONTRIBUTED
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O CO N TO  CO U N T Y  C I R C U I T  CO U RT
Proceedings of July 30

Bond was set at $20,000 cash for 
Jordan Beverly Clark, 21, Oconto 
Falls, after she was charged with two 
counts of felony bail jumping, in con-
nection with an incident that alleged-
ly occurred July 28. It was the third 
time in the month of July that Clark 
had been arrested and appeared 
before Judge Jay N. Conley, who or-
dered that if she makes bail she may 
not possess or consume alcoholic 
beverages or any illegal drugs, nor 
may she possess drug paraphernalia 
or controlled substances without a 
valid prescription. Her initial appear-
ance was adjourned until Aug. 12.

Michael J. Baye, 61, Oconto, 
pleaded no contest to operating a 
motor vehicle while intoxicated 
(fifth or sixth offense) and battery 
or threat to a law officer, in connec-
tion with an incident that took place 
May 19, 2020. Judge Michael T. Judge 
scheduled sentencing for Oct. 5 and 
ordered a pre-sentence investigation.

A Dec. 14 jury trial was set for 
Tonya M. Sampley, 44, Friendship, 
on charges of possession of THC 
(second or subsequent offense), and 
misdemeanor counts of possession of 
a controlled substance and posses-
sion of an illegally obtained prescrip-
tion, in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred Feb. 2. A final 
pre-trial conference was scheduled 
for Nov. 29.

Michael Edward Garvey, 39, 
Marinette, waived his right to a 
preliminary hearing and pleaded not 
guilty to two counts of possession of 
narcotic drugs, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
March 26. A pre-trial conference was 
scheduled for Sept. 16.

Travis Gerald Temple, 25, 
Townsend, waived his right to a 
preliminary hearing and pleaded not 
guilty to a charge of felony bail jump-
ing, in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred May 26. A 
pre-trial conference was scheduled 
for Sept. 16.

Bond was set at $1,500 cash for 
Keith A. Smet, 33, Lena, after he was 
charged with possession of metham-
phetamine and misdemeanor counts 
of resisting or obstructing an officer, 
possession of THC, possession of 
drug paraphernalia and possession of 
a controlled substance, in connection 
with an incident that allegedly oc-
curred July 29. His initial appearance 
was adjourned to Aug. 17.

Bond was set at $2,000 cash for 
Grace R.N. Grell, 40, Green Bay, after 
she was charged with possession of 

methamphetamine and misdemeanor 
counts of possession of drug para-
phernalia and possession of a con-
trolled substance, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
July 29. Her initial appearance was 
adjourned to Aug. 12.

Proceedings of July 29
After deliberating for about one 

hour, a jury found James Edward 
Bieber, 42, Green Bay, not guilty 
of operating a motor vehicle while 
intoxicated (fourth offense), operat-
ing with a prohibited alcohol con-
tent and misdemeanor resisting or 
obstructing an officer, in connection 
with an incident that occurred Nov. 
21, 2017.

Galen L. Daniels, 17, Wabeno, 
waived his right to a preliminary 
hearing and was bound over to 
circuit court on two counts of armed 
robbery, two counts first-degree 
reckless endangerment, burglary and 
theft, in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred June 4. Ar-
raignment was scheduled for Aug. 16.

Maria C. Laws, 34, Lena, was sen-
tenced to three years and six months 
in prison, followed by seven years of 
extended supervision, for possession 
with intent to deliver amphetamine, 
in connection with an incident that 
occurred Aug. 18, 2020, and bail 
jumping and possession of narcotic 
drugs, in connection with an incident 
that occurred Feb. 6. Judge Jay N. 
Conley ruled that among conditions 
of extended supervision, Laws must 
maintain absolute sobriety, complete 
and follow through on the recom-
mendations of an alcohol and other 
drug abuse assessment and complete 
all assessments, counseling and treat-
ment deemed necessary by her agent.

Cheyenne R. Hakes, 28, Oconto 
Falls, was placed on two years of 
probation for possession of meth-
amphetamine, in connection with an 
incident that occurred April 11. Judge 
Jay N. Conley ruled that among con-
ditions of her probation, Hakes may 
not possess or consume alcohol or 
other drugs without a valid prescrip-
tion; must undergo an alcohol and 
other drug abuse assessment and 
follow through; comply with any as-
sessments, counseling and treatment 
deemed necessary by agent; forfeit 
all contraband seized; and obtain and 
maintain full-time employment.

Kelly Patrick Grzybowski, 26, 
Lena, waived his right to a prelimi-
nary hearing and was bound over to 
circuit court on a charge of battery 
by prisoners, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 

April 20. Arraignment was scheduled 
for Aug. 12.

Proceedings of July 28
Kari A. Cooper, 45, Coleman, was 

placed on five years of probation 
after a prison sentence was imposed 
and stayed for five counts of burglary 
to storage units, in connection with 
break-ins that occurred in April and 
May 2020. Judge Michael T. Judge 
ordered Cooper to have no contact 
with a co-defendant and ruled that 
during probation she must maintain 
absolute sobriety, take all medica-
tion as prescribed by her doctor, 
obtain HSED or equivalency of high 
school diploma during her first year 
of probation and obtain and maintain 
full-time employment.

Nicole M. Nowinski, 45, Little 
Suamico, was placed on three years 
of probation after a prison sentence 
was imposed and stayed for posses-
sion of an illegal article, in connec-
tion with an incident that occurred 
Dec. 1. A charge of possession of 
methamphetamine was dismissed 
but read into the record. Judge Jay N. 
Conley ruled that during probation, 
Nowinski must maintain absolute 
sobriety but can possess alcohol for 
employment purposes only. She must 
undergo an alcohol and other drug 
abuse assessment and follow with 
any assessments, counseling and 
treatment deemed necessary by her 
agent, and obtain and maintain full-
time employment.

Randall J. Robenhorst, 60, Little 
Suamico, pleaded not guilty to three 
counts first-degree child sexual 
assault, child enticement and three 
other felony counts, in connection 
with an incident that allegedly oc-
curred May 27. A pre-trial confer-
ence was scheduled for Sept. 16.

Brent A. Olson, 28, Crivitz, 
pleaded no contest to possession of 
methamphetamine, in connection 
with an incident that occurred April 
6. Judge Michael T. Judge scheduled 
sentencing for Sept. 23 and ordered a 
pre-sentence investigation.

Christopher E. Kilgore, 42, Chi-
cago, pleaded no contest to a charge 
of felony bail jumping, in connection 
with an incident that occurred May 
6. Judge Michael T. Judge scheduled 
sentencing for Sept. 17 and ordered a 
pre-sentence investigation.

William A. Riskus, 36, Oconto, 
pleaded not guilty to two counts of 
felony bail jumping and misdemean-
or resisting or obstructing an officer, 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred July 12. A pre-trial 
conference was scheduled for Aug. 

12.

Proceedings of July 27
Steven N. Lewis Jr., 32, Oshkosh, 

was sentenced to two years in prison, 
followed by three years of extended 
supervision, for possession with 
intent to deliver amphetamine, in 
connection with an incident that oc-
curred Feb. 18, 2020. Judge Michael 
T. Judge ruled that the sentence is 
consecutive to a prison term Lewis 
is already serving, and he said Lewis 
is eligible for the Substance Abuse 
Program, which can lead to an earlier 
release if successfully completed.

Christopher Allen Gulledge, 33, 
Oconto, was placed on three years’ 
probation after a prison sentence 
was imposed and stayed for substan-
tial battery intending bodily harm, 
in connection with an incident that 
occurred Aug. 21, 2020. Judge Jay N. 
Conley imposed no-contact provi-
sions and ordered that during proba-
tion, Gulledge may not possess or 
consume any alcohol or other drugs 
without a valid prescription. He must 
also undergo several assessments 
and follow through with any recom-
mended treatment or counseling. 
Conley gave Gulledge credit for 294 
days served in the Oconto County 
Jail.

James Matthew Watermolen, 37, 
Green Bay, was placed on two years 
of probation after a prison sentence 
was imposed and stayed for posses-
sion of narcotic drugs, in connection 
with an incident that occurred March 
13. Judge Michael T. Judge ruled that 
during probation, Watermolen must 
maintain absolute sobriety and com-
plete an alcohol and other drug abuse 
assessment and any other assessment 
recommended by the Department 
of Correction, following through 
with recommended treatment and 
counseling.

An Aug. 18-20 jury trial was 
rescheduled to Jan. 4-6 for Brian J. 
Ragen, 60, Oconto, who is charged 
with homicide by operating a motor 
vehicle with a restricted controlled 
substance and operating with a 
restricted controlled substance 
(fifth offense), in connection with 
a vehicle-pedestrian accident that 
claimed the life of Chris Tyni of 
Oconto on Nov. 21, 2019. A status 
conference was set for Sept. 16 with 
a final pre-trial conference scheduled 
for Dec. 13.

James Orville Kressin, 69, Moun-
tain, pleaded not guilty to charges 
of operating a motor vehicle while 
intoxicated and operating with a pro-
hibited alcohol content (fifth or sixth 
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offense on each count), in connection 
with an incident that allegedly oc-
curred May 5. A pre-trial conference 
was scheduled for Sept. 16.

After a preliminary hearing, 
Stephanie J. Termaat, 37, Oconto, 
was bound over to circuit court on 
two counts of harboring or aiding a 
felon, in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred Jan. 20. Ar-
raignment was scheduled for Aug. 23.

After a preliminary hearing, John 
A. Schneider, 35, Lakewood, was 
bound over to circuit court on a 

charge of possession of child pornog-
raphy, in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred June 3, 2020. 
Arraignment was scheduled for Aug. 
16.

James R. Wilson, 38, Lena, waived 
his right to a preliminary hearing 
and was bound over to circuit court 
on charges of first-degree sexual 
assault of a child under age 13 and 
child enticement for the purpose of 
sexual contact, in connection with an 
incident that allegedly occurred May 
27. Arraignment was scheduled for 

Aug. 12.

Proceedings of July 26
An Aug. 18-20 jury trial was 

rescheduled to Jan. 19-21 for Michael 
N. Adams, 42, Port Byron, Illinois, 
on a charge of first-degree child sex 
assault and another related charge, 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred July 25, 2020, and 
a misdemeanor count of resisting or 
obstructing an officer, in connection 
with an incident that allegedly oc-
curred Aug. 10, 2020. Judge Michael 

T. Judge scheduled a motion hearing 
for Dec. 17 and a final pre-trial con-
ference for Jan. 7.

A $10,000 signature bond was 
ordered for Richard J. Beauprey, 
18, Shawano, after he was charged 
with taking and driving a vehicle 
without the owner’s consent and a 
misdemeanor charge of operating a 
motor vehicle while intoxicated (first 
offense), in connection with an inci-
dent that allegedly occurred July 23. 
His initial appearance was adjourned 
to Aug. 12.

David Schmidt

David “Dobin” Schmidt, 92, of Gil-
lett, was called home on Sunday, July 
25, 2021, surrounded by his family.

Born Nov. 10, 1928, in Gillett to the 
late Robert and 
Minnie Schmidt, 
David attended 
Gillett High School 
and then enlisted in 
the United States 
Air Force, serving 
from October 1947 
to October 1951. 
After returning from the war, he went 
to work at Scott paper company in 
Oconto Falls, working there until his 

retirement.
David enjoyed 

many things, golf-
ing with friends, 
bowling at the Gil-
lett Legion Hall, 
his daily drives 
with his wife — as 
he would say, “I’m 
going through the 

loop” — but found some of his greatest 
pleasure spending time with his grand-
children, often telling them “He was 
counting all his money.” David really 
enjoyed going out for lunch, so much 
so, sometimes it didn’t matter who 

would go, just wanted the company. 
On Oct. 29, 1952, he married the love of 
his life Dorothy Blumreich at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church in Gillett, where they 
remained lifetime members.

Survived by his four children, 
Tom (Debbie), of Green Bay, Chris 
(Randy) Schenkoske, Jane Schmidt 
and Steve “Doc” (Joann) “Josy,” all of 
Gillett; his four grandchildren, Andrea 
(Jason) Carriveau, of Appleton, Wil-
liam (Kelly) Schmidt, of Madison, Lisa 
(Matt) Dazell, of Green Bay, and Nikki 
Schmidt, of Gillett; his great-grand-
children Xander and Ryker Carriveau, 
Alexis and Dylan Schmidt; many other 

family and friends.
David was preceded in death by his 

loving wife, Dorothy, and his seven 
brothers and one sister.

A prayer service, followed by 
military honors, was held Friday, July 
30, 2021, at Kuehl Funeral Home, 108 E. 
Main St., Gillett.

David’s family would like to thank 
the staff of Unity Hospice and Kuehl 
Funeral Home for assisting them with 
arrangements. Dad always said as he 
was leaving, “Don’t forget the wind-
mill.” We shall never forget you, Dad.

Violet M. Fabry

Violet Mavis (Pusich) Fabry, 88, of 
Suring, passed away after a long-term 
illness at her daughter’s home with 
family by her side on Friday, July 30, 
2021. She was born Aug. 26, 1932, to 
Julius and Olga (Jashinsky) Pusich. 
Violet married her chosen love, Orven 
Fabry, on Jan. 8, 1955 in Denver, Colo-
rado, at the Air Force Base Chapel. 
In 1956, Violet and Orven decided to 
change their journey from her hus-
band’s career in the Air Force to help 
care for his ill father and farm his land. 
In 1959, Violet and Orven moved and 
started their own family farm. Violet 
and Orven loved working the land and 
truly had a “family farm.”

Violet is sur-
vived by her seven 
children, Carroll 
(Debbie) Fabry, 
Debbie (Keith) 
Mushynski, Janice 
(Don) Eastman, 
Doreen (Dave) 
Deprey, Gerald 
Fabry, Lori, and 

Shelby (Paul) Anglemyer; 15 grandchil-
dren, Derek, Jenna (Jay), Nathan (Han-
nah), Tabitha (George), Suzanna Ruth 
(Jeff), Caleb (Melissa), Micah (Bailey), 
Monica (Farheem), David (Ali), Brit-
ney (Alex), Erik (Ashley), Ryan (Erin), 
Brianna, Alyssa and Adrian (Taylor); 

18 great-grandchildren; sisters and 
brothers, Adeline (William) Borah, 
Elmer (Joan) Pusich, Shirley Goebel, 
Jane (Larry) Kraby, Jerry (Dianne) 
Pusich and Judy (Paul) Allard. Violet is 
further survived by many nieces, neph-
ews, other relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Orven Fabry; parents, Julius 
and Olga; sister, Gloria Daniels.

Violet was our beloved mother, 
wife, grandmother, great grandmother, 
sister, cousin, aunt and friend.

Visitation will be at Hillside As-
sembly of God (5890 State Highway 
22, Gillett, WI 54124) on Friday, Aug. 6, 
2021, from 9 a.m. until the funeral ser-

vice at 11 a.m. with Pastor Paul Carlson 
officiating. Interment will take place 
at Hickory Cemetery following the 
service. Gruetzmacher Funeral Home 
in Suring is assisting the family with 
arrangements. Online condolences can 
be expressed at www.gruetzmacherfu-
neralhome.com.

CO M M U N I T Y  C A L E N DA R
SATURDAY, AUG. 7

LAKEWOOD: Arts and Crafts Show, 
8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Town Hall, 17258 North 
Road, 200 crafters offering original work. 
Free admission and free parking. Food 
and refreshments on the grounds.

SURING: Youth Outdoor Fun Day, 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Suring Sportsman’s 
Club Range, 8699 River Road. Trout 
fishing, archery, shooting, limited 

to first 50 who register by emailing 
suringsportsmanclub@gmail.com.

WABENO: WAM Fest (Wabeno Art 
and Music Festival), 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Continuous music, family activities.

BREED: Music by Sixx Guns Loaded, 
3-7 p.m., Arrowhead Saloon, 13486 
County Road AA.

SUNDAY, AUG. 8
OCONTO FALLS: Flea market, 10 a.m. 

to 5 p.m., Memorial Field Park.

TUESDAY, AUG. 10
OCONTO FALLS: Oconto County 

Farmers Market, 4-8 p.m., Highland 
Plaza, 323 E. Highland Drive. 

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 11
TOWNSEND: American Red 

Cross blood drive, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Town Hall. Call 800-733-2767 or visit 
RedCrossBlood.org.

THURSDAY, AUG. 12
OCONTO FALLS: American Red 

Cross blood drive, 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., United Methodist Church, 165 N. 
Farm Road. Call 800-733-2767 or visit 
RedCrossBlood.org.

LENA: American Red Cross blood 
drive, 1-6 p.m., Lena High School, 304 
E. Main St. Call 800-733-2767 or visit 
RedCrossBlood.org.
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Rose A. Ryczek
Rosella “Rose” Antonette Ryczek, 

85, of Abrams, passed away peacefully 
on Aug. 1, 2021. Rose was born Aug. 30, 
1935, in Wausaukee to the late Anton 
and Caroline (DeGroot) Edlbeck. She 
married Ernest (Ernie) J. Ryczek on 
May 23, 1957. Those who knew Rose 
would always feel a warm welcome 
and a feeling of being family. She 
was the most generous person and a 
devout Catholic. Rose and her hus-
band, Ernie, owned and operated the 
Candle Glow Inn in Abrams for well 
over a decade. Rose would hostess in 
beautiful dresses with up-do hair and 
ensured guests felt a sense of belong-
ing and enjoyed themselves. After 
leaving the Candle Glow Inn, Rose 

and her husband 
enjoyed traveling 
the United States 
in their RV during 
the winter and 
spending the sum-
mers in Wisconsin 
with family and 
friends. Rose’s tal-
ents were many; 

she was an excellent accordion player, 
singer, seamstress, crocheter and 
cook. She enjoyed volunteering and 
most importantly being a dedicated 
wife, mother, grandmother, great-
grandmother, aunt, sister and friend to 
many. Her laugh was contagious.

Rose is survived by her husband, 

Ernie Ryczek; sister, Betty Novak; 
children, Ed (Sheryl) Ryczek, Gary 
(Lorrie) Ryczek, Brad (Lona) Ryczek, 
Andy (Deana) Ryczek, Vickie (Ted) 
Rivera and Guy Ryczek. She is a lov-
ing grandmother to Chad (Kristin) 
Ryczek, Mason Ryczek, Austin (Me-
gan) Ryczek, Hunter (Becky) Ryczek, 
Hannah Ryczek, Clinton (Brianna) 
Ryczek, Trina Ryczek, Alex (Jenna) 
Ryczek, Riley (Joe) Melgar, Brady 
Ryczek, Gabrielle (Jordan) Rivera-Eh-
rlich, Matthew Rivera and Brianna Jo 
Ryczek. Rose is a great-grandmother 
to eight and one on the way. Rose was 
predeceased by her brothers, Bernard, 
Fred, Harold, Dick and Edward, and 
sisters, Celia Edlebeck, Theresa Des-

sart, Catherine DeLeat, sister, Elea-
nore Edlebeck O.P and sister, Lucy 
Edlebeck O.P

The family will receive relatives 
and friends at the Gallagher Funeral 
Home, Oconto, from 4-8 p.m. Friday, 
Aug. 6, 2021, with prayer services by 
the Rev. Francis Nusi at 7 p.m. Visita-
tion will continue on Saturday from 
10:30-11:30 a.m. at St. Maximilian Kolbe 
Catholic Church, Sobieski. Mass of 
Christian Burial will be celebrated 11:30 
a.m. Saturday at the church with the 
Rev. Francis Nusi officiating. Burial 
will be at St. John Cantius Catholic 
Cemetery. Online condolences may be 
expressed at www.gallagherfuneral-
home.net.

O B I T UA R I E S
Neva Hodge-Lemorande

Neva Hodge-Lemorande, 97, 
Oconto Falls, formerly of Plymouth, 
arrived at her heavenly home Monday 
evening, July 26, 2021, at St. Vincent 
Hospital in Green Bay. She was born 
Oct. 28, 1923, in rural Suring to Lars 
and Angeline (Reed) Johnson. The 
sixth of 13 children was baptized and 
confirmed at Our Redeemer’s Luther-
an Church in the Town of Maple Val-
ley. Neva began her education at the 
Suring Public Schools in grades 1-2 and 
at the age of 7 moved with her family 
to a farm in Kelly Brook where she 
attended a one-room country school, 
“Oak School.” She continued her high 
school education and graduated from 
Oconto Falls in 1941. Following gradu-
ation, she attended Teachers Training 
at Sheboygan Falls County Normal.

On Dec. 7, 1941, the United States 
entered World War II, and due to a 
shortage of teachers, Neva started 
teaching grades 1-8 at Rural Russell 
School in Elkhart Lake. On Sept. 15, 
1943, she married Robert N. Hodge 
who had entered active service in 1942. 
Later, in 1944, his military mission was 
on Tinian Island in the Pacific Marians, 
and Neva went to be with her parents 
where she taught grades 1-8 one year 
at Kelly Brook, Oconto County. Later 
the couple made their home in Plym-
outh, where Neva continued teaching 
grades 1-8 for a total of nine years. The 
next seven years were spent teaching 
grades 1-2 before serving as elementa-
ry principal for the Elkhart Lake-Glen-
beulah School District for 29 years.

Throughout these years, Neva 
received a bachelor degree from UW-
Oshkosh and obtained her Master’s 
Degree in Supervision and Administra-
tion of Education from UW-Milwau-
kee. To keep abreast with the latest 
educational trends and technology, she 
continually attended workshops and 

leadership semi-
nars. She also per-
formed leadership 
roles as a long-
standing member 
of Wisconsin 
Association for 
Supervision 
and Curriculum 
Development 
(WASCD). After 

retiring, Neva served as an Adjunct 
Instructor at Lakeland College for In-
troduction to Elementary and Second-
ary Education. Neva has dedicated her 
life to the education of young people, 
always encouraging students with a 
positive attitude, helping to instill in 
them an “all things are possible” sense 
of awareness.

While attending an Oconto Falls 
High School class reunion, Neva 
visited with an old classmate, Ralph 
Lemorande, and the two were united 
in marriage on May 7, 1994, in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Following their marriage, the 
couple made their home in Oconto 
Falls and made the most of their time 
together, until Ralph’s death on Nov. 
16, 1996. Since moving back to her na-
tive area, Neva became very active in 
the Oconto Falls Friends of the Arts, 
continuing her life’s passion of reach-
ing others through the arts. While 
being a member of Our Redeemer’s 
Lutheran Church, she served on 
numerous committees, visited the 
shut-ins, led Bible study groups and 
served as an adviser on vacation Bible 
and Sunday school curriculum. Over 
the years, Neva served on numerous 
local, state and national boards and 
committees, attending meetings and 
conferences all over the world includ-
ing the World Council for Curricu-
lum, World Congress of Parents and 
Teachers, National Assoc. of Supervi-

sion and Curricu-
lum, Elementary 
Principals Assoc., 
UW-Milwaukee 
and Oshkosh 
Alumni As-
sociations. For 
her efforts and 
dedication to 
education, she 
received numer-

ous accolades including certificates 
of appreciation from St. Norbert 
College, Elkhart-Gleneulah School 
District, WREA, Creativity Recogni-
tion Award, the WASCD Publication 
Award for outstanding contributions 
to Wisconsin Association Curriculum 
and Development, induction into 
Oconto Falls High School Wall of 
Fame and for the 46 years in public 
education. Neva co-authored the 
books titled “A History of the Schools 
in the Town of Russell and Rhine” 
and “A History of the Public Schools 
in the Township of Plymouth and 
City of Plymouth, Sheboygan County, 
Wisconsin” and was recognized in the 
2009 Cambridge Publishing’s “Top 
101 Industry Experts” in the field of 
education.

Her family includes one sister, Dora 
Slang, Suring; four sincere and loving 
stepdaughters, Anne Marie (Troy) 
Glawe, Atlanta; Mimi (Jay) Knick, 
Stevens Point; Ruthie (Tom) Coughlin, 
Appleton; Lisa (Doug) Ahlborg, Green 
Bay; one stepson, Rusty Lemorande, 
Los Angeles; seven dear grandchil-
dren: Andy, Amelia and Amanda 
Glawe; John and Margaret Coughlin; 

Abby and Michael Ahlborg; sisters-in-
law, Elizabeth (Betty) Hodge, Mary 
Johnson and Judy Philipsen; many very 
caring nieces, nephews, special friends 
and grateful former students.

Besides her parents and two 
husbands, she was also preceded in 
death by an infant son, Daniel Robert 
Hodge, six brothers, Lars, Ronald, 
Kenneth, Clyde, Dale (Philipsen) and 
Virgil Johnson, five sisters, Mae Olick, 
Audrey Kralovetz, Wilma Valenta, 
Beverly Arneson and Laurel Herich, 
and two dear people who lived with 
Neva and husband Robert in Plym-
outh, Edward Ziegler (21 years) and 
Guy Vanderhoff (four years).

Visitation took place after 9 a.m. 
Wednesday, Aug. 4, 2021, at Our 
Redeemer’s Lutheran Church in the 
Town of Maple Valley until the time 
of service. Funeral services were held 
at noon Wednesday at the church with 
her friend Pastor Fred Mai officiating. 
Graveside services were held 1 p.m. 
Thursday, Aug. 5, 2021, alongside her 
first husband in St. John the Baptist 
Cemetery, Plymouth. Jones Funeral 
Service in Oconto Falls is serving 
Neva’s family.

In lieu of other expressions of 
sympathy memorials may be made to 
Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church or 
the Oconto Falls High School Music 
Department.

“Promoting art education, being a 
mentor, sponsoring youth and adult 
programs, and providing assistance 
to students seeking higher education 
have been very rewarding to me.” 

Neva Hodge-Lemorande

Sally Ebenreiter
In honor of the life of Sally Eben-

reiter, Sally’s family will be hosting 
an open house on Saturday, Aug. 14. 
Sally passed on Sept. 23, 2020, at a 

time when we could not gather to 
celebrate her life. Please join us for 
this celebration of life at the Gillett 
Community Center between 1-3 p.m.
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Gresham school keeping masks optional
Masks will still be required on school buses in accordance with federal law

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

The Gresham School District will 
continue to make wearing a mask op-
tional for students and staff when the 
new school year starts in September, 
but that could change if the Gresham 
area sees a sharp spike in COVID-19 
cases.

Superintendent Newell Haffner 
informed the Gresham School Board 
on Aug. 2 that the Shawano-Menomi-
nee Counties Health Department was 
reporting one active COVID-19 case 
in the boundaries of the local district, 
compared with 22 that were in place 
with the Shawano School District and 
16 for the Marion School District.

“I want to have the provision that 

(the mask policy) changes as we see 
fit,” Haffner said.

However, the masks being optional 
does not extend to the school buses. 
Students will be required to wear 
masks on the bus because that is a fed-
eral mandate, according to Haffner.

“Kids riding the bus and athletes 
riding to games must wear masks,” he 
said. “That’s one spot where we don’t 
have any choice at all.”

Haffner noted that he meets with 
the county health department weekly 
and receives updated numbers, which 
he will use to alter mask wearing, time 
spent in school and other health poli-
cies. He noted that the school will not 
be requiring temperature checks as 
students and the community enter the 
building because they have not shown 
to be statistically helpful.

“That’s what you guys gave us the 
go-ahead to do,” Haffner said. “I’m 
saying let’s just keep doing what we’re 
doing.”

Board member Joe Linik said he 
likes the plan to keep masks optional, 
noting that summer school went off 
without any difficulty. He also noted 
that 92% of the coronavirus deaths in 
the state have been from ages 60 and 
over. So while the risk of illness is still 
there for students, the risk of death for 
them is low, he said.

“The community as a whole is 
moving along real well right now,” 
Linik said. “I like the direction that 
we’re at and heading in. I just don’t 
want anyone running and jumping to 
conclusions either way. Let’s go about 
this smartly and not have the outside 
noise affecting the decisions.”

Board member Doug Huck noted 
that the bus rule was the only require-
ment coming at the federal level, 
and that everything else was only a 

recommendation from the Centers 
for Disease Control. That includes the 
current recommendation that even 
those who are vaccinated should wear 
a mask indoors.

“At the airport, you’re masked. If 
you’re on the bus, you wear a mask,” 
Huck said. “It’s the same thing. It’s 
federal law, not CDC guidelines. Wel-
come to the last 18 months of figuring 
things out.”

Board member Jim Hoffman 
praised Haffner and his administra-
tion for erring on the side of caution 
as far as the buses are concerned. The 
measure reduces the liability on the 
district, he said.

“All you need is one parent to say 
that bus isn’t safe and file a lawsuit 
that’s going to cost us way more 
money with lawyers at hundreds of 
dollars per hour,” Hoffman said. “I 
think you’re doing the right thing.”

Board member Pat Pleshek sug-
gested that navigating the previous 
school year should give Gresham some 
insight on how to proceed for the com-
ing school year.

“I would hope that, as we go 
forward, the burden can be lifted,” 
Pleshek said.

Haffner noted that having the com-
munity follow protocols without dif-
ficulty has made efforts to get through 
the pandemic much easier.

“The parents I had last year were 
the best I’ve had in the 28 years I’ve 
been here,” Haffner said. “Parents 
last year kept kids home when they 
were sick. That hadn’t happened for 
quite a few years. Last year, if they 
had any hint of a kid being sick, 98% 
of parents kept their kids at home 
and said, ‘I’m not risking anybody 
else’s health and just keeping my kid 
at home.’”

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com
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Daylily varieties seem endless for gardeners
Lost in a neverending parade of 

new, bigger and bolder introductions 
are classic daylilies that stand the test 
of time.

The world of plant hybridization 
and tissue culture of plants for mass 
production has boomed over the past 

10 or 15 years. 
With this explo-
sion of new plants 
and new hybrids 
being released 
each and every 
year, sometimes 
hundreds of 
them, some of the 
old-fashioned fa-
vorites get lost in 

the confusion. In this column, my goal 
is to preserve the stature and memory 
of some of these older daylily variet-
ies that were once beloved stars of the 
summer garden.

Daylily hybridization has come a 
long way, and each year we see hun-
dreds of new introductions into the 
market by both corporations and indi-
vidual plant hybridizers. There are so 
many varieties to choose from that it’s 
almost overwhelming to visit a garden 
center to select plants to nurture and 
grow at home.

With hundreds of new varieties 
being released every year, many of 
them patented for sale and big money 
makers for garden centers, it is becom-
ing harder and harder to find some of 
the old-fashioned classic varieties. In 
fact, in some cases, you may have to 
resort to ordering online or visiting a 
specialty daylily hybridizer.

Some of the older varieties are still 
the best growers and the most prolific 
bloomers and stand the test of time. 
Here are some of my favorites to look 
back upon.

Seek out these amazing older va-
rieties and you will be rewarded with 
many years of beauty and elegance in 
your garden.

• Janice Brown: At one time, this 
was the most popular daylily on the 
market, a medium-sized bloom in 
beautiful baby pink with a darker rose 
center.

• Hyperion: The classic, tall, large 
blooming, heavenly fragrant daylily in 
bright, lemon yellow, this daylily was 
the star of any garden as early as the 
1950s and 1960s. You can still find it 
today, occasionally. Be sure to take in 
its incredible aroma.

• Strutter’s Ball: When this daylily 
was first introduced, it was the most 
popular plant on the market, blooming 
in incredibly large, rich, grape purple 

with a silver center. Extremely heavy 
substance and large, thick scapes make 
this daylily a classic.

• The Chicago series: Featuring a 
whole line of beautiful, unique and 
enticing daylilies, the Chicago series 
is a highly collectible plant line that 

features daylilies in many colors, 
shapes and sizes. Some of my favorites 
are Chicago Silver, Chicago Apache, 
Chicago Fire and Chicago Sunrise.

• Joan Senior: Still one of the most 
popular daylilies in pure white, this 
classic, soft blooming, elegant beauty 

deserves a place in every garden.
• Wild One: In its time, this was one 

of the most unusual daylilies on the 
market, one of the first polychrome 
daylilies introduced. Polychrome 
means that multiple colors are brushed 
in feathery patterns across the petals. 
Wild One features blossoms in a wash 
of pink, orange and red.

• Twiggy: Just like the name, this 
daylily is a fun and unusual speci-
men plant with ribbon like blooms in 
shades of orange and red.

• Ruby Spider: The wide, open-
faced, ruby red blooms of this classic 
daylily are brightened by a massive, 
yellow and lime green center.

• Sears Tower: At one time, this 
was the tallest daylily available on the 
market, reaching over 6 feet in height. 
This daylily features large, bright yel-
low blooms.

• Candlestick Park: Long, twirling 
ribbons of lemon yellow highlight the 
massive flowers of this spidery, tall 
growing daylily.

• Magic Amethyst: One of the first 
of the new classics, this daylily fea-
tures large, heavy blooms in shades of 
purple and lavender with a gorgeous, 
decorative, bubble edge highlighted in 
gold.

ROB ZIMMER

Pardon Me is quickly becoming a classic miniature daylily in bright, ruby red.� ROB ZIMMER

Janice Brown is one of the oldest classic daylilies, featuring blooms in two shades of pink and prolific 
blooming, sturdy scapes.� ROB ZIMMER
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Oconto Falls downtown revitalization grant approved
Planning grant could aid up 
to 50 downtown properties

By WARREN BLUHM
Editor-in-chief

A planning grant has been award-
ed to fund a downtown study for 
the redevelopment of Oconto Falls 
downtown, “which desperately needs 
that,” according to the executive 
director of Oconto County Economic 
Development Corp. at the county 
board’s July 22 meeting.

Paul Ehrfurth reminded the board 
that the Oconto Falls City Council, 

the city Main Street Committee and 
Oconto County Economic Develop-
ment Corp. worked together on the 
application for a $75,000 planning 
grant from the Community Develop-
ment Block Grant-CLOSE program 
— so named because the money 
comes from the now-closed revolv-
ing-fund loan program that CDBG 
once funded.

A consultant would be asked to 
develop strategies to revitalize an 
approximately 50-parcel area of 
downtown Oconto Falls that has seen 
better days, Ehrfurth said.

During a public hearing last 
August, Ehrfurth said business own-

ers and residents would be asked 
to help create a strategic plan that 
could involve programs to improve 
storefront facades, microloans and 
similar efforts to “get some synergy 
growing.”

The city of Oconto Falls has been 
informed it will receive grants for 
two projects totaling about $1.2 mil-
lion — the other being a renovation 
of the senior and community center 
on Caldwell Avenue.

City Administrator Vicki Roberts 
told the council this month the main 
project objectives are to increase 

accessibility and ease of use and to 
provide a better experience for the 
community members who use the fa-
cility. The grant covers architectural 
design, structural, mechanical, elec-
trical, plumbing and civil engineering 
services along with the bidding phase 
and construction phase services.

She submitted a timeline that 
would see bid requests go out next 
May with construction starting in 
July 2022 and completion around 
November 2022.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

Springside Cheese names 
national sales manager

Springside Cheese of Oconto 
Falls and Pueblo, Colorado, has an-
nounced that C.J. Crowther has been 
promoted to national sales manager.

Crowther joined the Springside 
Cheese team in February 2020 
bringing several years’ experience 
and a passion for food to his role as 
customer account manager. During 
his 15 months with the company, 
his work to redefine the wholesale 
process and customer experience 
brought Springside Cheese’s prod-
ucts to new markets and customers 
throughout Springside’s Wisconsin 
and Colorado communities. He 
established customer bases within 
distributors, co-packers, grocery 
channels, c-stores, specialty shops, 
restaurants, local FFAs and local 
food banks.

“I am excited to further grow the 
Springside Cheese brand in the com-
munities we serve,” Crowther said.

In his new role, Crowther will 

continue to lever-
age consumer 
data and trends to 
help identify new 
partnerships and 
production op-
portunities while 
building custom-
er relationships 
and experiences 
across the nation.

Crowther plans to maintain his 
collaboration with local food initia-
tives such as the Pueblo Food Project 
— a community-led coalition that 
aims to create a more vibrant, nutri-
tious and equitable food system in 
Pueblo County.

“Participating in the Pueblo Food 
Project is humbling,” Crowther said. 
“Being part of the local food econo-
my group has opened my eyes to the 
fragility of food supply systems and 
has motivated me to help find relief 
for food insecurities.”

C.J. CROWTHER



PAGE 18  •  NEW MEDIA  •  OCT  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, AUGUST 6, 2021



The Green Bay Packers opened 
2021 training camp on July 28 with the 
familiar No. 12 jersey of Aaron Rodg-
ers leading the way.

The play of the longtime Packers 
quarterback on Ray Nitschke Field 
was no different than in years past, 
but after the practice wrapped up, 
Rodgers went into great detail about 
his issues with the organization that 
have been the talk of the NFL since 
late April.

The first question Rodgers was 
asked was “What was this all about 
for you?”

Rodgers started his answer by 
saying, “That’s kind of a loaded ques-
tion.” He then spent the next five-plus 
minutes explaining the situation from 
his point of view.

The quarterback, who is enter-
ing his 17th season with the Packers, 
says it started with a conversation he 
had back in February after the season 
ended.

“I just expressed my desire to be 
more involved in conversations di-
rectly affecting my job,” said Rodgers. 
“Also, I wanted to help the organiza-
tion maybe learn from some of the 
mistakes in the past, in my opinion, 
about the way some of the outgoing 
veterans were treated.”

Rodgers went on to mention sev-
eral former Packers that were “core 
players to our foundation, our locker 
room, high character guys.”

The quarterback mentioned 
Charles Woodson, Jordy Nelson, Ju-
lius Peppers, Clay Matthews, Randall 
Cobb, James Jones, John Kuhn, Brett 
Goode, T.J. Lang, Bryan Bulaga, Casey 
Hayward and Micah Hyde.

Rodgers said many of those play-
ers weren’t offered contracts to stay 
in Green Bay or were low-balled. 
He added that he didn’t think those 
players were respected the way they 
should have been after their strong 
play and leadership in Green Bay.

In additional answers, Rodgers 
revealed he spoke to several of his 
past teammates, including some he 

mentioned, to get their experiences 
on leaving the team.

The quarterback then talked about 
how the Packers didn’t want to commit 
to him long-term and how that option 
was never given to him at any point.

He didn’t want to be a “lame-duck 
quarterback, especially after an MVP 
season.”

Rodgers then spoke about want-
ing to be involved in conversations 
regarding potential free agent sign-
ings, something that he said has never 
happened in his career.

Rodgers felt that he could be uti-
lized as a recruiter.

“I think we can all understand, you 
know, Green Bay isn’t a huge vaca-
tion destination, people are coming 
here to play with me, to play with our 
team and knowing that they can win a 
championship here,” said Rodgers.

Rodgers said he wanted to be part 
of the recruitment of free agents go-
ing forward, and that he thought he’s 
earned that privilege.

With the conversation not chang-
ing, Rodgers took a new approach in 
March.

“If you can’t commit to me past 
2021, and I’m not a part of the recruit-
ing process in free agency, if I’m not a 
part of the future, then instead of let-
ting me be a lame-duck quarterback, if 
you want to make a change and move 
forward, then go ahead and do it,” 
said Rodgers. “That obviously didn’t 
happen.”

After the 2021 NFL Draft, Rodg-
ers said the team offered him more 
money, with the quarterback saying it 
was never about the money.

“To me, it was bigger than this. It 
was about trying to be a resource for 

the organization that I care about and 
love so much,” said Rodgers.

Rodgers later said that the organiza-
tion looks to him as a quarterback and 
to play the game, but that he feels he’s 
been there long enough to be looked to 
for more, most notably his input.

He just wanted to be part of the 
conversation, and even if he couldn’t 
sway any decisions, would have made 
him feel important and respected.

Continuing on his first answer, he 
spoke about how he expected a con-
tract extension after his 2020 MVP 
season, but those talks didn’t begin 
until May.

Rodgers gave an analogy about a 
worker asking for a pay raise or some 
security after a big year and the com-
pany holding off on it. Then, a couple 
months later, the employee says he 
has a new job offer and the people in 
charge switch their tone and say they 
love them and want the employee to 
stay.

He then stated that not much 
changed over the summer, until the 
last week or so, and that he instead fo-
cused on himself. He even questioned 
whether or not he wanted to continue 
playing.

“The fire still burns and I wanted to 
be on a football team,” said Rodgers.

In follow-up questions, Rodgers 
indicated that his future with the team 
past this season is still up in the air.

The quarterback added he’s locked 
into this season and trying to help 
the team chase all of its goals, and 
then will address his future after the 
season wraps up.

“I love this team, I love this org— 
fans and the opportunity to play at 
Lambeau Field has been a dream 
come true. To be in my 17th season 
is really special, I don’t take that 
for granted,” said Rodgers. “I’m not 
a victim here at all, I just want to 
reiterate that. I’ve been paid a ton of 
money by this organization, and I’m 
so thankful to be a starter here for my 
14th season. Not many guys have the 
opportunity to do that.”

“I don’t feel like anything has been 
done to me. It’s a business. It’s an in-
credible opportunity to play this game, 
it’s a tough business too, though, and 
this is part of it. So I totally get that 
point and that’s not lost on me.”
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P R O  FO OT B A L L

Rodgers details his issues with Packers
Team opened  

training camp July 28
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

S P O RT S

Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers looks on during the team’s first training camp practice 
on July 28 at Ray Nitschke Field in Green Bay.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

sports@newmedia-wi.com



Oconto Falls Legion baseball player 
Tucker Bouche was named to the 2021 
American Legion Baseball All-Star 
Game.

“Making the all-star game is a 
dream come true,” said Bouche. “I got 
to watch Mason (Sefcik) play a few 
years back, and it was a very organized 
and special game. I’m excited to be a 
part of that.”

Bouche is a member of the Stars 
team, which will battle the Stripes 
team Aug. 8 at the Milwaukee Brewers’ 
American Family Field. The all-star 
game will take place after the Brewers 
game against the San Francisco Giants, 
which starts at 1:10 p.m.

That game between the Brew-
ers and Giants is also a day in which 
the first 35,000 ticketed fans to enter 

the stadium will be gifted a Christian 
Yelich bobblehead.

“Playing at American Family Field 
is going to be a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience,” said Bouche. “Watch-
ing games there as a kid, you always 
dream of playing on the ‘big field’ one 
day. Getting that chance now, I’ll make 
sure to take every moment in.”

All-star players and coaches will be 
introduced on the field during Milwau-
kee’s pregame festivities. The all-star 
game will be the 49th one ever played.

Bouche is eager to play against 
some of the state’s best.

“I’m excited to compete at a very 
high level, as well as meet some 
players and hear their stories,” said 
Bouche. “You never know where the 
game will lead you, so I’m going to try 
to take it all in. I’m extremely excited 
for this opportunity.”
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L E G I O N  B AS E B A L L

Oconto Falls’ Bouche makes all-star game roster
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

Oconto Falls’ Tucker Bouche reaches first base after putting the ball in play during the team’s regional 
game against Denmark on July 21 in Clintonville. Bouche was named to the 2021 Legion all-star game.

MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA sports@newmedia-wi.com

H I G H  S C H O O L  W R E ST L I N G

Pulaski grad Preslaski named team’s next head coach
Pulaski High School graduate Na-

than Preslaski is the new wrestling 
coach at his alma mater. He replaces 
long-time coach Ryan Deprey, who 
accepted a teaching position at an-
other district.

Preslaski has served as Pulaski’s 
assistant wrestling coach from 2015-
21. He also served as the lead coach 
for Pulaski Youth Wrestling in 2019. 
He was the school’s junior varsity 
wrestling coach from 2008-14. Prior 
to that, Preslaski was a wrestling vol-
unteer coach for Pulaski in 2007-08, 
a volunteer coach at Oshkosh West 
High School in 2005-06 and a UW-

Stevens Point student assistant coach 
in 2003.

Preslaski is a former wrestler and 
team captain at UW-Stevens Point 
where was an NCAA Division III 
qualifier, WIAC champion and win-
ner of the team’s Most Outstanding 
Wrestler award in 2001.

He was a WIAC runner-up in 
2000. At Pulaski, he was a 1997 state 
title winner and he qualified for state 
in 1994 and 1995. He was team cap-
tain in 1997 and team MVP in 1996 
and 1997.

“We wish Ryan Deprey and his 
family well as they move on to future 

endeavors and are in very capable 
hands with Nate Preslaski now tak-
ing over the lead role,” said Pulaski 
athletic director Janel Batten. “Nate 
has long been a part of the Pulaski 
wrestling family both as a wrestler 
and a coach. He has a plethora of 
knowledge and success both as a 
high school and college wrestler and 
also as a coach.

“I am not sure I have seen some-
one more passionate about this op-
portunity to lead. We are excited for 
coach Preslaski, for the kids, and for 
our wrestling community.”

Preslaski said has been part of 

Pulaski wrestling for a long time. “It’s 
good to give back and help the kids 
who are here now,” he said.

Preslaski said he is familiar with 
the wrestlers, parents and the pro-
gram.

“This is about the Pulaski pro-
gram, keeping it great and getting 
as many kids out as possible. This 
is about the kids in the program,” 
Preslaski said.

He has been married to Tommie 
for 11 years. They have three children 
Kutter, 9; Cage, 8; and Breckyn, 6. His 
two boys are already involved with 
the Pulaski Youth Wrestling program.



Shawano Speedway’s annual 
Racing for a Reason event eclipsed 
$200,000 in its history after raising 
more than $27,000 on July 31.

The event was taking place for 
the 11th time, helping raise money 
for local childhood cancer aware-
ness. Proceeds will go to Child Life 
Services of St. Vincent in Green Bay.

The event started 11 years ago 
after Reed Luepke, the son of Sha-
wano Speedway’s promotions and 
operations manager Brad Luepke, 
was diagnosed with leukemia. Race 
fans wanted to hold a fundraiser for 
Reed, but with a fundraiser already 
having been done, the speedway 
decided to create an event to make 
a contribution to local childhood 

cancer awareness.
Instead of being just a one-time 

event, it’s become a fan favorite on 
the speedway’s summer schedule.

“It’s just humbling, and it says 
a lot for the racing community,” 
said Brad Luepke, who organizes 
the event with his wife, Lori. “If it 
wasn’t for those that have supported 
it over the last decade, it wouldn’t 
be as successful as it is. We are truly 
making a difference locally in the 
fight against childhood cancer.”

Racing on the track
A brief but heavy rain shower 

about an hour before racing was 
supposed to start kept the speedway 
from hosting any races July 31.

After having some heavy vehicles 
do dozens of laps around the track 
and then a grader try and eliminate 

the water on the straightaway in 
front of the grandstands, all race cars 
were called to the track for packing.

Cars spent about an hour pack-

ing the track down, but the call was 
eventually made to cancel the races.

Action is scheduled to resume 
Aug. 7.

Bonduel 4
Navarino 3

Bonduel edged Navarino in the 
league’s final week of the regular 
season on Aug. 1 in Navarino.

Eric Guenwald hit a two-run 
homer for Bonduel in the seventh 
inning to make it a 4-0 game. Jack 
Reinke and J.C. Reinke had two hits 
each for the Broncos.

Chase Reinke pitched all nine in-
nings to earn the win. He struck out 
four batters.

Matt Krause drew two walks, 
scored a run, drove in another and 
had two hits for Navarino. One of 

Krause’s hits was a homer. Ryan 
Boettcher took the loss on the mound 
after throwing a complete game.

Hofa Park 5
Waupaca 4

Hofa Park scored three runs in 
the ninth inning to stun Waupaca on 
Aug. 1 in Waupaca.

Tyler Nystrom delivered a two-
run single in the ninth before a 
Marcus Hornacek RBI single with 
two outs gave Hofa Park the lead in 
the ninth. Hornacek finished with 

three hits and two RBIs, while James 
Borick, Will Sullivan and Nystrom 
all chipped in two hits.

Robert Schuettpelz picked up the 
win after pitching the final four in-
nings and allowing just one run.

Luke Behm drove in two runs 
on three hits for Waupaca, while 
Johnny Popham had two hits and 
walked once. Jim Nighbor was dealt 
the loss.

Nichols 9
Cecil 8

Nichols held on late for a home 
win over Cecil on Aug. 1.

Justin Krull earned the win for 
Nichols. He struck out four batters 

over seven innings.
Noah Beilfuss and Garrett Engel 

homered for Cecil. Brandon Hagel 
and Beilfuss had three hits each, 
while Beilfuss also was dealt the loss.

Navarino wins Shawano Tournament
Navarino won the Shawano 

Tournament that wrapped up July 
30, with Paul Sellner being named 
the tournament’s MVP.

Navarino topped Leopolis (11-10), 
Shawano (7-6) and Hofa Park (4-2) 
in its three games.

In other tournament action, Hofa 
Park defeated Pulaski (10-0) and 
Bonduel (7-2). Pulaski had a 12-8 win 
over Bonduel in 10 innings, while 
Shawano defeated Leopolis 7-5.
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A U TO  R A C I N G

Racing for a Reason eclipses $200K in 11th year
Action on track canceled after rain shower

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

DA I RY L A N D  L E A G U E  H I G H L I G H T S
By NEW MEDIA STAFF ONLINE

For more details on the Dairyland League, visit 
the teams’ Facebook pages.

Spectators look over raffle items available during Racing for a Reason night at Shawano Speedway on 
July 31.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA



Northern Division
Eland 7
Antigo/Polar 1

Eland won the division title 
outright after taking down Antigo/
Polar on Aug. 1 in Eland.

Nick Lemke and Kyle Groshek 
posted two hits each for Eland. Ty-
ler Nelson was the winning pitcher.

Alex Fritsch and Dylan Schielke 
had two hits each for Antigo/Polar. 
Cole Kuenzli was dealt the loss.

East-West Division
Clintonville 6
Tilleda 2

Clintonville won the East Divi-
sion title outright after a win over 
Tilleda on Aug. 1 in Clintonville.

Jaden Doornink and Jared Cart-

wright each drove in a run for Clin-
tonville. Hunter Vollmer picked up 
the win on the hill.

Zach Fehrman was the losing 
pitcher. Lane Schultz led Tilleda 
with a pair of hits.

Little Falls 19
Tigerton 4

Little Falls inched closer to a 
West Division title after easing past 
Tigerton on Aug. 1 in Little Falls.

Carter Kurki contributed four 
hits for Little Falls, while Cam Gru-
enwald had three hits. Kurki also 
earned the win. 

Mitchell Zimdars took the loss 
for Tigerton. 

Recent Oconto Falls High School 
graduates McKayla Goebel, Kaylee 
Sadowski and Kilyn Brabant will all 
soon become collegiate athletes.

All three will stay in the state, with 
Goebel heading to Marian University 
to play basketball, Sadowski at UW-
Oshkosh to golf and Brabant to UW-
Stevens Point to join the cheer team. 
The trio was part of six Oconto Falls 
athletes that committed to colleges 
back on March 16.

McKayla Goebel
Goebel has always loved playing 

basketball and is eager to compete in 
the sport at a collegiate level.

Goebel had a few schools in mind 
before eventually settling on Marian.

“Marian stuck out to me a little bit 
more than the other schools because 
of their nursing program,” said Goe-
bel.

“I also liked 
the small cam-
pus, it wasn’t too 
big or too small. 
I just really like 
the environment 
it gives off and 
just being a little 
closer to family.”

Sometimes 
starting fresh 
at college can 
be daunting for 

individuals. Goebel, who made the 
North Eastern Conference honorable 
mention team as a senior and junior, 
is looking forward to the restart and 
also is excited to meet new people.

Along with goals as a student, 
Goebel has a few things she’s hoping 
to achieve on the basketball court.

She wants to have a shooting and 
free throw percentage over 70.

“Another goal is to start before 
my junior year. Also, to have the least 

turnovers,” said 
Goebel. “And 
to honestly just 
make a difference 
on the team.”

Kaylee Sadowski
Golf was an 

activity that 
quickly became a 
passion for Sad-
owski at the high 
school level. She 

now gets the chance to keep enjoying 
that passion at UW-Oshkosh.

“I think with my intention to pur-
sue psychology and criminal justice, 
Oshkosh was always at the top of my 
list,” said Sadowski. “I also like the 
location and it felt like home right 
away.”

The Oconto Falls grad is excited 
for the new challenge, adding that 
she’s looking forward to meeting a 
new team and coaches, along with be-
ing independent.

She’s willing to help her new team 
in any fashion.

“My goals I have set are to improve 
each week and contribute to the team 
however I can,” said Brabant. “I will 
strive to be a positive teammate and 
take in the experience!”

Sadowski made it to sectionals 
in each of her final two high school 
seasons. She advanced to sectionals as 
an individual in her junior season and 
then led the Panthers to a sectional 
appearance as a team in her senior 
year.

Kilyn Brabant
Brabant is 

eager for the 
chance to cheer 
at games with 
bigger crowds, 
and she’ll get the 
chance to cheer 
on a familiar face 
at UW-Stevens 
Point. Her 
brother, Kade, is 
a member of the 

UW-Stevens Point football team.
“It is very special for not only me 

but my entire family for me to be able 
to cheer for my brother’s football 
games again,” said Brabant.

UW-Stevens Point appealed to her 
for several reasons, one being that the 
school is well known for its natural 
resource major, which Brabant will 
pursue. Getting the opportunity to 
also cheer there is a cherry on top for 
the Oconto Falls grad.

“I also had an opportunity to meet 
the UW-Stevens Point cheer team 
and the coach my junior year of high 
school and absolutely fell in love with 
the closeness and family feel of the 
team,” said Brabant.

She’s excited for the new opportu-
nities and experiences that college will 
provide her, both in the classroom and 
as a member of the cheer team.

“My goal is to live up to the high 
standards that this team has set and to 
be the best teammate that I can be.”
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3 girls from Oconto Falls eager for college athletics
Goebel, Sadowski, 

Brabant staying in state
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

FYI
A story on three Oconto Falls boys athletes that 

plan on playing collegiately was published in last 
week’s paper. The story can also be read at www.
newmedia-wi.com.

KILYN BRABANTKAYLEE SADOWSKI

MCKAYLA GOEBEL

sports@newmedia-wi.com

B A B A  H I G H L I G H T S
By NEW MEDIA STAFF ONLINE

For more stats and news on the BABA, visit 
https://www.bababaseball.com/index.html. More 
highlights can be found at www.newmedia-wi.com.



Bonduel High School graduate 
Kalleigh Schroeder got a late start 
to her running career, but will get 
the chance to extend it a few years 
as she plans to join the Concordia 
University (Mequon) track and 
field team.

“I only started running at the 
end of my sophomore year and only 
had two seasons in for track,” said 
Schroeder, who added she never 
though she’d be a college athlete. 
“I am super excited and nervous 
for the college level because it is so 
competitive.”

Because of her late introduction 
to running and not anticipating 
being a college athlete, Schroeder’s 
recruitment process was quite dif-
ferent than most other athletes.

She had spoke with a coach from 
UW-Stout but eventually decided 
to attend Concordia back in Sep-
tember. 

Then she had one of the univer-

sity’s coaches 
reach out to her 
in April, and 
Schroeder de-
cided to give the 
track and field 
team a try — a 
wise choice as 
she noted how 
much she loved 
the sport after 
the spring high 
school season 
wrapped up.

Schroeder said Concordia was 
always her college of choice, adding 
she was only going to apply else-
where if she didn’t get into Concor-
dia. 

She’ll study interior architecture 
and design there.

“I chose Concordia because the 
campus is so pretty and a great 
location as well, and my program 
was the biggest factor for me,” said 
Schroeder.

Along with her studies in the 
classroom, she’s looking forward to 

becoming a college athlete and com-
peting against better competition.

She also has a couple goals in 
mind while competing.

“While on the track team, I hope 
to break 33 (feet) for triple jump 
hopefully, or just even improve my 
jumping,” said Schroeder.

“I also just want to improve my 
time for my running events. I will 
be doing mid-distance, so 400 and 
800 most likely and I am not sure 

if I will be in relays or not. I am 
just hoping to have a great season 
overall.”

In her final track and field season 
for the Bears, Schroeder advanced 
to sectionals as in individual in the 
triple jump and 400-meter dash. 

She was an alternate for Bon-
duel’s 4x800 and 4x400 sectional-
qualifying relay teams.

Chad Bogacz was named the 
next head wrestling coach at Bon-
duel High School, replacing long-
time coach Chris Rank.

Bogacz has been involved with 
the Bonduel wrestling program 
for 16 years, serving as a volunteer 
coach, middle school head coach, 
high school assistant and co-head 
coach over that time.

His next step will be serving as 
the solo head coach.

“I am excited for the opportunity 
to continue a great tradition that 
was built way before I was here,” 
said Bogacz. “It is an honor to be 
able to follow in the footsteps of 
names like Dale Hodkiewicz, Tom 
Flanagan, Dan Weidner, Jeff Delo-
rme and Chris Rank.”

Over his time inside the pro-
gram, he and the other coaches 
have insisted on a team-first phi-
losophy, and he’ll keep that same 

approach as the head coach.
Bogacz added that he’s learned 

how to deal with difficult situations 
and will make it a priority to always 
look out for the interests of every 
single wrestler on the team.

“There won’t be any major 
changes — a couple of minor 
things,” said Bogacz. “I am hop-
ing that I can fill the expectations 
of keeping our program a success. 
Chris did such an outstanding 
job of creating a wrestling fam-
ily culture for such a long time. 
I really think that if I can sustain 
our reputation of being one of the 
classy organizations run in the area, 
help kids create great memories 
and overall just become better ver-
sions of themselves, that would be 
my goal.”

When thinking about the team’s 
strong success in the past, he again 
mentioned Rank’s ability to create a 
wrestling family culture.

“We’ve been very fortunate over 
the last 20 years with strong wres-

tling families 
staying in the 
school district,” 
said Bogacz. 
“This has al-
lowed the youth 
program to be 
very strong. A 
lot of extremely 
dedicated par-
ents not only 
care about their 
kids but all of 

our kids on the team. Parents and 
alumni continue to recruit many 
other athletes to join the sport. It’s 
impossible for one person to be 
responsible for all the success of a 
program. It takes a group of hard-
working, dedicated people to make 
an organization great.”

Bogacz added that Bonduel had 
found the right recipe in terms of 
making the sport bigger than just a 
game or activity.

“Overall though, this program 
is so successful because it’s about 

more than just wrestling,” said 
Bogacz. “Wrestling is the vehicle 
that we use to help young men and 
women grow and learn to be great 
people.

“Through wrestling, you learn 
about commitment, sacrifice, show-
ing up for someone else during 
practices. It’s about seeing some-
one else’s strength and learning 
from them and celebrating when 
someone else does well. It’s about 
learning how to deal with losses 
and wins. It’s about going through 
hard times together as a team on 
the mat, and off the mat in life. And 
in the end, it’s about giving back to 
where you came from.”

Bogacz said one new experience 
he will get this upcoming season is 
having girls wrestlers on the team. 
The program has had girls wres-
tlers at the youth and middle school 
level, but never at the high school 
level.
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Bonduel grad gets chance to extend track career
Schroeder will attend Concordia University

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

CHAD BOGACZ

KALLEIGH 
SCHROEDER

sports@newmedia-wi.com

H I G H  S C H O O L  W R E ST L I N G

Bogacz taking over as Bonduel coach
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

sports@newmedia-wi.com
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715-524-4211

New 
Construction 
Remodeling - 

Service
810 E. Center St., 

Shawano

MOEDE & SONS, INC.
Reliable Plumbing Since 1922
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TRY A GNC CLASSIFIED!!!
Total coverage with a  combination of

over 30 Publications for
$49.95!!!
This includes  

Northeastern Wisconsin 
and Upper Michigan!!

Call 715-526-6188 to find out how
easy it is to place your ad!!!

RRUUMMMMAAGGEE--EESSTTRRUUMMMMAAGGEE--EESSTTAAAATTEE  SSAALLEESSTTEE  SSAALLEESS
DON'T MISS - HUGE SALE!

Two weeks- Aug. 5, 6 & 7 & Aug. 12, 13
& 14. 8AM to ?? One dollar or less

(some exceptions). Barbie Dreamhouse,
Doc McStuffin’, Baby Alive. Hundreds of

New DVD’s & VHS. Kids. teens adult
clothes and lots more. 

6210 Chestnut Road, Oconto Falls. 
8th House on Right

Moving Sale: Furniture including couch
rocker, clean bed, File cabinets, book
case, curio cabinets, hanging pictures
dishes, Christmas items, tools, power
washer, gas grill, lawn mower, lots of
misc. items. 8-4 August 6th & 7th. 245
Ridgewood drive, Gillett. CASH ONLY
SPORTSMAN’S & RUMMAGE SALE:

August 6th & 7th 9AM-6PM
Crossbow, Arrows, Ladder & Hang On

Stands, Shooting Rests, Scopes, Range
Finder, Deer Decoy, Targets, Camo &
Blaze Sizes XL-4X, 14’ Fishing Boat,

Trailer & Motors, Fishing Poles, Tackle,
Turkey Tent & Stools, Also: Bombay

Chest, Small Table with 2 Chairs, Side
Table, Hammock, Sleeping Bags,
Jackets, 25 Gallon ATV Sprayer,

Christmas items, Meat Grinders, Clothes
Small-2x, Toys, Puzzles, Books & Much

More!
N6115 Eagle Lane, Wittenberg

(1 mile from town)

HHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSSHHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSS
For Sale:

Gas dryer, Green loveseat, 
two end tables, & two lamps 

Call 715-253-6363

MMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEEMMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE

BEAR BAIT FOR SALE Assorted
Granola's: Mixed and Plain. Peanut
Butter, Circus Peanuts, Frostings,
Fillings, Scents, Candies, Caramel and
Dried Fruit. Located in Powers, MI (906)
250-2460 or (906) 497-5625

MMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEEMMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE
DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? ....
GET RESULTS! Affordable advertising
that fits your budget! Reach OVER
300,000 homes! Place your ad in MANY
weekly Wisconsin Shoppers & Buyers'
Guide papers for as low as $36.00 Call
today! Publishers Development
Service, Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-800-236-
0737 www.pdsadnet.com

GENERAC Standby Generators provide
backup power during utility power
outages, so your home and family stay
safe and comfortable. Prepare now.
Free 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a free quote today! Call
for additional terms and conditions. 1-
888-355-6955

SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

A.A. Oconto Group: Mondays &
Fridays at 7 p.m. Wednesdays at 10
a.m. (open meeting) at First American
Lutheran Church, Oconto James 920-
834-6276. TF

AA Group Meeting: 24 hour group
every Wed. night. 8:00 p.m. at Masonic
Lodge on corner of Washington St. and
Caldwell, Oconto Falls TF

ATTENTION ACTIVE DUTY &
MILITARY VETERANS! Begin a new
career and earn your Degree at CTI!
Online Computer IT & Medical training
available for Veterans & Families! To
learn more, call 608-999-3925 (WCAN)

Co-Dependency Meeting Thursdays at
noon. St. James Lutheran Church, 1402
Main St., Marinette TF

DENTAL INSURANCE. From
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.
Coverage for (350+) procedures. Real
dental insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Don't Wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information Kit with all the
details! 855-807-9516
www.dental50plus.com/wicommunity
#6258 (WCAN)

SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

DENTAL ASSISTANT BE ONE IN JUST
10 SATURDAYS!
WeekendDentalAssistant.com CLASS
BEGINS SEPT. 11th, 2021! 920-730-
1112 Appleton. State of WI Approved.
Apply Now! (WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
STRUGGLING With Your Private
Student Loan Payment? New relief
programs can reduce your payments.
Learn your options. Good credit not
necessary. Call the Helpline 920-777-
6880 (Mon-Fri 9am-5pm Eastern)
(WCAN)

LIFE ALERT. One Press of a button
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home & on
the go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription). CALL
855-892-1134 FREE Brochure (WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
SAVE UP TO 80% ON YOUR
MEDICATION. Eliquis, Xarelto, Viagra,
Cialis and more! Licensed and
Certified. Lowest Price Guaranteed.
Call  888-660-1843 and get free
shipping on your first order. (Open M-F)
(WCAN)

Living Well With Depression and
Bipolar - Bellin Behavioral Health
Center, 301 E. St. Joseph St., Green
Bay, Mondays and Wednesdays 6:30
p.m. Contact: Jerry Kamke 920-544-
5596. TF

STROKE & CARDIOVASCULAR
disease are leading causes of death,
according to the AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION. Screening can provide
peace of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to
schedule your screening. Special offer -
5 screenings for just $149! Call 1-888-
675-5048 (WCAN)

SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad
Network) and/or the member
publications review ads to the best of
their ability. Unfortunately, many
unscrupulous people are ready to take
your money! PLEASE BE CAREFUL
ANSWERING ANY AD THAT SOUNDS
TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE! For more
information, or to file a complaint
regarding an ad, please contact The
Department of Trade, Agriculture &
Consumer Protection 1-800-422-7128
(WCAN)

PPEETTSSPPEETTSS
3 male lab pups. AKC Registered,
Parents on site. Mom is Black English
Lab & Dad is Chocolate. 2 Chocolate &
1 Black for sale. Dew claws removed.
First shots per vet. Born on 4/11/21.
Available 8/1/21, $1,000 In Bark River,
MI (906) 241-4539
AKC BERNESE MOUNTAIN DOG
PUPS Shots, dewormed, vet checked,
dews, $2200 No Sun calls (495932)
715-409-3321 (WCAN)

AKC CHESAPEAKE BAY
RETRIEVERS Born 7-19-21, parents:
OFA hips/eyes/elbows, also DNA
tested 715-721- 0458

AKC GERMAN SHEP PUPS Bk/tan
bk/red shots good temp 715-250-1317
715-250-4426

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS AKC
Excel Temp Genetic Guaranteed
Parents OFA'd 715-537-5413
www.jerland.com #268001-DS
(WCAN)
LABRADOODLE PUPPIES Your New
Best Friend awaits! $550 715-267-6470
SHEBA INU 3 Adult Females; 3-4 mo.

old puppies, 5-8 wk old puppies 715-
937-2076

BBOOAABBOOAATTSS//WWTTSS//WWAAAATTEERRTTEERR

For Sale: 2005 16 ft. Sweetwater
pontoon boat. Clean, very good
condition with cover. Includes trailer and
25 HP Mercury 4 stroke motor, $7,000.
Call 906-290-2647.     

The more information you 
provide...the better response 

you will get.

CLASSIFIEDS
715-526-6188
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VVeehhiicclleess..

DONATE YOUR CAR or TRUCK to
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3-
Day Vacation. Tax Deductible. Free
Towing. All paperwork taken care of!
CALL 844-374-3067 (WCAN)
FREE AUTO INSURANCE QUOTES
See how much you can save! High risk
SR22 driver policies available! Call 844-
841-5198 (WCAN)

YOUR CAR, BOAT OR MOTORCYCLE
helps Rawhide provide mental health
services that redirect local Wisconsin
youth & adults from harmful decisions.
Donate Today! 888-653-2729 (WCAN)

WWaanntteedd  ttoo
BBuuyy

Buying junk cars and trucks. No title
needed, but vehicles must be lien free.

No charge for pick up. Paying cash. Also
buying Catalytic Converters.

Call 715-851-7027 or 715-250-2506 for
questions or pricing.

CASH FOR COMIC BOOKS AND
COMIC BOOK TOYS,  CALL 906-396-
5860  (gnc)
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113
R114. Convenient. Certified
Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit
RefrigerantFinders.com 

EEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTTEEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTT
3 WEEKS & BE ON THE ROAD to a

better paying job! Train with us to get
your CDL without a wait list! 715-942-
2700 ext. 102
Auto Service Technicians Wanted. Entry
Level to Certified for busy and growing
service center.  Strong work ethic and
attention to detail required.  Paid per
hour, weekly, based on qualifications
and experience, competitive benefits
package.  Monday to Friday work week.
Send resume to
petersonford@yahoo.com. Peterson
Ford, Oconto Falls, WI.  800-998-2826
Become a Published Author!
Publications sold at all major secular &
specialty Christian bookstores. CALL
Christian Faith Publishing for your FREE
author submission kits. 1-844-268-6554
(WCAN)

BURGER KING®

is now hiring for all 
shifts  at our 

Bonduel location.
Please call for interview 715-758-7016

EEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTTEEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTT
EXPEDITED OWNER/OPERATORS
needed Please contact us if you own
a Sprinter or Cargo van. Local or long
haul needed.
www.dayorniteexpress.com/jobs.html
Help wanted: Dump truck driver to work

on the Shawano area. Pick up
application at L.J. Sperberg Const. 7AM

to 3 PM M-F 715-524-4263

Help Wanted: General Laborer.
Morgan Wood Products. Oconto Falls. 

Call 920-604-0477

John's One Stop
Is looking for full/part time

help during the 
Summer / Fall time!

*Benefits include 1/4rly
Bonuses, fuel, food,
Tanning discounts

Want just weekends?
Extra income or few days week? 

High school students (18 yrs or older)
Encouraged to apply.

*Higher starting pay with quarterly 
incentive bonuses*

OTR TRUCK DRIVERS FT/PT
Competitive wages & full benefits.

Mileage, Drop pay, Paid weekly Home
weekends, NO east/west coast, 28

central states. Van & Hopper Division.
Agriculture experience a plus. Fox Valley

company since 1958
Call Frank 920-788-6242 or 920-858-
0238. Van Groll Trucking, Kaukauna

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

AT&T Internet Starting at $40/ month
w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB of data
per month. Get More For Your High-
Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc
restrictions apply. Call us today 1-855-
770-5080 (WCAN)

AT&T TV The Best of Live & On-
Demand On All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo for 12
months. Stream on 20 devices at once
in your home. HBO Max FREE for 1 yr
(w/CHOICE Package or higher) Call for
more details today! (some restrictions
apply) Call IVS 1-833-574-1746
(WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 months
with CHOICE Package. Watch your
favorite live sports, news and
entertainment anywhere. One year of
HBO Max FREE. Directv is #1 in
Customer Satisfaction (JD Power &
Assoc.) Call for more details! (some
restrictions apply) Call 1-888-925-9452
(WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

CALL EMPIRE TODAY to schedule a
FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call Today! 844-228-5472
(WCAN)

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed.
$40/mo. 65 Channels. Stream Breaking
News, Live Events, Sports & On
Demand Titles. No Annual Contract. No
Commitment. CALL 1-855-732-1304
(WCAN)
DISH NETWORK $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call Today!
1-844-897-8523 (WCAN)
DISH Network. $59.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today!
1-866-290-9532
DON'T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution
for anyone who struggles on the stairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today! 1-888-686-1458
(WCAN)
EARTHLINK High Speed Internet. As
Low as $49.95/ month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music
& more! Call Earthlink Today 1-855-
404-9615 (WCAN)
ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call
844-477-8594 (WCAN)
GENERAC Standby Generators
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and family
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now.
FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a FREE Quote today!
Call for additional terms and
conditions. 1-877-626-1009 (WCAN)
HIGH-SPEED INTERNET. We instantly
compare speed, pricing, availability to
find the best service for your needs.
Starting at $39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top providers. Call
1-855-534-0408 (WCAN)
HughesNet Satellite Internet: 25 mbps
starting at $49.99/mo! Get More Data,
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST download
speeds. Wifi built in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease customers! Limited
Time Call 1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

LONG DISTANCE MOVING White-
Glove Service from America's Top
Movers. Fully insured & bonded. Let us
take the stress out of your out of state
move. FREE QUOTES! 833-353-1191
(WCAN)
NEVER PAY FOR COVERED HOME
REPAIRS AGAIN! Complete Care
Home Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS & APPLIANCES. 30 Day
RISK FREE. $200 OFF, 2 FREE
Months! 1-833-600-1872 (WCAN)
The bathroom of your dreams for as little
as $149/mo! BCI Bath & Shower. Many
options avail. Quality materials &
professional installation. Senior &
Military Discounts Available. Limited
Time Offer - FREE virtual in-home
consultation now & SAVE 15%! Call
today! 1-877-651-1850 (WCAN)
THE GENERAC PWRcell a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid,
prepare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-855-707-0232 (WCAN)
THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A
NEW SHOWER? American Standard
makes it easy. FREE design
consultation. Enjoy your shower again!
Call 1-844-479-1327 today to see how
you can save $1,000 on installation, or
visit www.newshowerdeal.com/wcp
(WCAN)
UP TO $15,000 OF GUARANTEED
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral & other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company
844-433-5898 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/wcp (WCAN)
UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful
New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-home
estimates make it convenient to shop
from home. Professional Installation. Top
Quality - Made in the USA. Call for free
consultation: 877-544-2415 Ask about
our specials! (WCAN)

VIASAT SATELLITE INTERNET Up to
12 Mbps Plans Starting at $30/mo. Our
Fastest Speeds (up to 50 Mbps) &
Unlimited Data Plans Start at
$100/month. Call Viasat today! 1-866-
880-6125 (WCAN)

1350 E  Lieg Ave
Beautiful recently
Fully Remodeled

2 bedrooms
Great loc. Garage avail.

Starting at  $589 deposit $199
Tom 715-280-0525

AAPPAAPPAARRAARR TTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXXTTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXX
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AAPPAAPPAARRAARR TTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXXTTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXX

445 Humphrey Cr. 
Beautiful

Fully Remodeled
1 or 2 Bedroom

Convenient location
Garage Available
Starting at $530

$199 Deposit
Tom

715-280-0525
FOR RENT: OCONTO FALLS, 1BR

upper $550  sewer, heat & water
included. Reference required. NO

PETS. Call 920-373-5542

HHOOMMEESS  FFOORR  RREENNTTHHOOMMEESS  FFOORR  RREENNTT
Home for rent 3br bath and a half  with

rec. room & kitchen appliances’
garage, NO PETS

$675 rent $675 security
728 s. Union St.
715-853-8475

HHOOMMEESS  FFOORR  SSAALLEEHHOOMMEESS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE

Leading smart home provider VIVINT
SMART HOME has an offer just for you.
Call 855-648-1923 to get a
professionally installed home security
system with $0 Activation. (WCAN)

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE!
Compare 20 A-rated insurance
companies. Get a quote within minutes.
Average savings of $444/year! Call
877-694-9013! (M-F 8am-8pm CST)
(WCAN)

AAUUCCTTIIOONNSSAAUUCCTTIIOONNSS

Escanaba Schools Woodshop
Equipment - Escanaba, MI Online
Auction, View Online Catalog at:
bowerauctions.com Bidding Starts:
Monday, Aug. 2, Bidding Ends: Monday,
Aug. 9 Escanaba Public Schools is
selling high end shop equipment. A 15%
buyers premium will be added to the
winning bid on each item. Inspect items
on Friday, August 6, 12pm - 2pm EST at
the Escanaba High School. Pickup day
is August 11th by appointment. Bower
Auctions Phone: (906) 466-9006
www.bowerauctions.com

AAUUCCTTIIOONNSSAAUUCCTTIIOONNSS

GUN SHOW / SWAP MEET
Saturday 8/14/21

9AM - 3PM
CECIL GUN CLUB

N6939 Hwy R
(1 1/2 miles north of Cecil)

For info call Joe @ 414-477-9337

“JACK & JUDY LEE ESTATE
AUCTION”: Saturday, August 7th at 10
a.m. at 12619 Co. Rd. 408, Newberry,
MI. (from intersection of M-123 & M-28,
go E on M28 1 mile to Co. Rd. 403, then
N on 403 .9 miles, then E on Co. Rd 408
.3 miles). 5th Wheel Camper,
Collectibles, & More! Check out our
website www.upauction.com for pics.
THE AUCTION BLOCK. Phone 906-
341-7355/906-450-7356. (gnc)

LIVE ESTATE AUCTION AUGUST
14TH, ESCANABA
82 Firearms, 25 Revolvers, 17 Auto.
Handguns, 16 Rifles, 16 Shotguns, 5
Military, Cub Cadet Lawn Tractor, New
Snowthrower, à08 Jeep 4x4, à98 Toyota
4x4, Woodworking Knives, Designer
Watches, Nikon Digital, Furniture,
Appliances, Silver Dollars, Burl Pipes,
Magic Tricks.
www.dansamsonauction.com (906) 786-
0341

BBuuyy  IItt
SSeellll  IItt

CCllaassssiiffiieeddss
771155--552266--66118888

Nelson stumps in Shawano for Senate seat
Candidate kicks off 72-county tour locally, plans to spend next 40 days listening to people

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Tom Nelson, Democratic candidate 
for U.S. Senate and current Outaga-
mie County executive, kicked off his 
listening tour of Wisconsin’s 72 coun-
ties July 28 at Angie’s Main Cafe in 
Shawano, trying to get the pulse of the 
people he hopes to represent.

Nelson said he decided to kick 
things off in Shawano instead of his 
home county because he had previ-
ously represented southeast Shawano 
County, including the Town of Maple 
Grove, when he was a member of the 
Wisconsin Assembly representing 
District 5 in the 2000s. He had previ-
ously tried for federal office in 2016 
when he ran against Mike Gallagher 
in the Eighth Congressional District to 
replace retiring Rep. Reid Ribble and 
lost.

“We’re neighbors, so I thought, why 
not start with a neighbor?” Nelson 
said.

Now, Nelson has his sights set on 
the U.S. Senate seat currently held by 
Republican Ron Johnson. Johnson has 
not announced whether he will seek 
a third six-year term, but regardless, 
Nelson feels Johnson has to go.

“He’s gone a long, long way toward 
hurting people in this country,” Nelson 
said. “That’s not just me as a Democrat 
running for the U.S. Senate. I hear that 
from Republicans and especially inde-

pendents.”
Before Nelson 

can face Johnson 
— or whomever 
the Republican 
candidate will 
be — he’ll have 
to face off against 
a number of his 
fellow Democrats. 
The field includes 

current Lt. Governor Mandela Barnes, 
State Treasurer Sarah Godlewski, 
Gillian Battino, Chris Larson, Alex 
Lasry, Kou Lee, Chantia Lewis, Adam 
Murphy and Peter Peckarsky.

Nelson said he stands out among 
the other Democrats because he’s 
not a millionaire, touting his family’s 
background in agriculture and noting 
that his father is a Lutheran pastor. He 
said it was officials at local levels who 
led the country out of the coronavirus 
pandemic, not federal officials like 
Johnson, so he feels he can bring that 
experience to the halls of the U.S. 
Capitol.

“Call me old-fashioned, but I think 
experience matters,” Nelson said. “I’ve 
been around the state more than any-
one else. I have talked to the people of 
the state. I have a pretty good sense of 
where the people are at.”

Nelson realizes he’ll need more 
than the Democratic base to win the 
election and noted that both Shawano 
and Outagamie counties consist of 

Republican-majority voters. He said he 
has the history of bringing both sides 
together when needed.

“We’re going to get to every nook 
and cranny of this state and talk not 
only to Democrats, but to Republicans 
and independents,” Nelson said. “I 
come from Outagamie County, which 
on balance is a red county, but I’ve 
won re-election six times. I would not 
have won re-election if I was not able 
to bring Democrats, Republicans and 
independents together. That’s what the 
state needs. We don’t need a polariz-
ing figure like Ron Johnson. We need 
someone to bring the people together.”

Nelson said he was baffled that 
neither senator representing the state 
or Wisconsin’s eight representatives in 
Congress are sitting on a federal agri-
culture committee, and he vowed that, 
after being elected, he plans to push to 
be on the one for the Senate.

“It’s not just because of the per-
sonal relationship,” Nelson said. 
“There are a lot of farms in Outagamie 
County, a lot of farms in Shawano 
County. America’s Dairyland, and we 

have no representation when it comes 
to policymaking in a committee in the 
U.S. Senate or the U.S. House. That 
changes when I get to Washington.”

Nelson also talked about broadband 
and the need for it to be available 
across the country. Currently, 14% of 
Wisconsin does not have an internet 
service provider that offers high-speed 
broadband internet, and Nelson vowed 
to make sure that internet service 
becomes a utility, the same as electric-
ity and water.

“With broadband, it’s not just about 
the money (for infrastructure). We 
need to make sure it’s a utility,” Nelson 
said. “Think about it. You get all that 
infrastructure in the ground, and two 
years later, the companies jack up the 
prices. You can’t control that unless 
it’s a public utility.”

Nelson noted that former U.S. Sen. 
Russ Feingold had previously done a 
72-county listening tour when he was 
in the Senate, and he feels it’s neces-
sary to get to the heart of what con-
stituents want from elected officials. 
He plans to get it done in a 40-day 
period.

“When I win, my constituency is 
going to be more than the people that 
voted for me,” Nelson said. “It’s not 
just going to be Democrats; it’s going 
to be everybody. We’re going to have 
disagreements, but to have a philoso-
phy that you’re just focused on this 
one band doesn’t do any good.”

TOM NELSON

This story was 
first published 
on our website. 
Check it out for 
regular updates.

www.newmedia-wi.com
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O P I N I O N

Cheney, Kinzinger buck 
party to seek truth

To the editor:
We are all aware of the impact of 

rolling power outages on our lives 
and our way of life. However, a dif-
ferent type of outage is now plaguing 
our society — rolling civic outages. 
Our country, state and locality are so 
polarized that friendships are being 
destroyed and family relationships 
are being damaged.

Viewing the initial session of the 
Jan. 6 select committee have brought 

these thoughts to the forefront. Even 
though I am not a Republican, I am 
proud to call Liz Cheney and Adam 
Kinzinger patriotic Americans. 
For all practical purposes, they are 
sacrificing their political lives at the 
altar of our republican democracy 
rather than bending their knee at the 
altar of Donald Trump. In the case 
of Kinzinger, much of his family has 
disowned him. Both Cheney and 
Kinzinger are facing death threats.

Adam Kinzinger is former active 
military and is a reservist on call. 
He refers to himself as a conserva-
tive Republican. As such, I have 

disagreed with him on many social, 
cultural and economic issues. Never-
theless, I deeply admire his ongoing 
display of courage.

The bulk of the Republican Party 
has succumbed to the cult of person-
ality embodied in Donald Trump. 
This is despite the fact that he — 
along with Hitler, Stalin and Mao 
— is one of the four most evil men of 
the past century. Most Republican of-
ficials on the national level are acting 
out the Machiavellian principle that 
to succeed in politics requires learn-
ing how “not to be good.” Trump’s 
base has essentially adopted him as 

their secular savior. By doing so, they 
relinquish their right to claim Jesus 
as their spiritual savior.

What happened on Jan. 6 needs 
to be permanently etched in our col-
lective conscience. We cannot live in 
the alternative reality that the terror-
ists of that day were really patriots.

For all you “people of faith” out 
there who believe in a place or concept 
of heaven, I know this to be true. You 
and I will not occupy the same eternal 
space. I would not be too sure that you 
will be the one that metaphorically will 
be looking down on me.

Ken Kroenke, Shawano

Legislature has 2nd chance to support schools
Wisconsin’s public school sys-

tem is dependent upon tax dollars. 
Schools use state and local taxes to 
pay for services, salaries, transpor-
tation, supplies, utilities and more. 
Schools also don’t solely control 
how much tax money they receive, 
or how much they are able to spend. 
The legislature sets spending limits 
for schools and determines how 
much state assistance they get to 
offset that spending. This author-
ity requires a level of foresight and 
planning. When things don’t go 
quite right — for example, when 
a global pandemic hits — needs 
change.

When Gov. Tony Evers originally 
crafted his budget, it included $1.6 
billion for public education. That 
decision was supported by Wiscon-
sin citizens throughout the state. 
Investment in our state and commu-
nities was the common refrain at the 
public hearings held to gather input 
about the state’s budget. A majority 
of public testimony spoke directly 
to the critical needs in our public 
schools: mental health supports, 
supplies, human resources, personal 

protective equip-
ment, technol-
ogy, broadband, 
food services 
and resources to 
combat potential 
learning loss.

People also 
spoke to the need 
for an infusion 
of money to 

accomplish this. Citizens praised 
our educators, calling them the first 
responders for our children.

Evers’ plan addressed many 
of those needs through targeted 
investments in special education, 
the state’s share of local spending, 
technology costs and more. The 
legislature, however, answered this 
call differently, claiming one-time 
money provided by the federal 
government was sufficient to ad-
dress all the needs of our schools. 
With no new spending authorityand 
one-time federal monies targeted 
at pandemic-related costs, cuts will 
need to be made, or local taxpayers 
will be forced to referendum to raise 
their own taxes.

Unfortunately, this is a familiar 
challenge for our schools and our 
children. This is not how our fund-
ing system should work, and it’s 
definitely not what is best for our 
teachers, their schools and our kids. 
The endless cycles of referendums 
widen the gaps between our have 
and have-not school districts, our 
students who face unique challenges 
and their peers, and our commu-
nities as a whole. Those who can 
shoulder the cost of tax increases 
pass referendums, while those who 
cannot don’t. That does not bode 
well for our state’s future.

When our state was formed, our 
founders built a system of public 
education that set us up for the 
collective success we’ve enjoyed 
for a long time. Their investment, 
foresight and thoughtfulness should 
be commended and built upon. 
Through his budget vetoes, Evers 
gave the legislature an opportunity 
to make good on a common and 
popular promise legislators across 
the state made to support their local 
public schools. There are plenty of 
needs right now, and now we have a 

second chance to fund those needs.
Foresight and investment is the 

theme when you have an unex-
pected windfall, whether you are a 
homeowner or a business owner. 
Some frequently remark that we 
should operate our schools like we 
manage our homes or our busi-
ness. If you are a homeowner with a 
leaky roof, you would undoubtedly 
use any extra cash you receive to 
fix your roof. If you are a business 
owner, you would reinvest it in 
your business, your employees or in 
research and development to shore 
up your future.

So, let’s do the same for our 
schools. Please contact your legisla-
tors and encourage them to use this 
opportunity to benefit every kid, ev-
ery day. The governor provided this 
legislature a second chance to make 
good on their own election promises 
to invest in our public schools, our 
communities, our children and our 
families. We cannot afford to let this 
moment pass.

Jill Underly is the state superintendent of public 
instruction.

G U E ST  CO L U M N

JILL UNDERLY

L E T T E R S  TO  T H E  E D I TO R

O P I N I O N  PA G E  P O L I C Y
NEW Media welcomes letters 

from its readers and wants to publish 
as many as possible. Letters should 
be no longer than 400 words and 
must be typed.

The editor reserves the right to 
edit letters for accuracy, brevity 
and clarity. Please avoid personal 
attacks. Only one letter per writer 

will be published in a 14-day period, 
and letters from new writers will be 
considered first over more frequent 
participants.

Longer pieces of up to 800 words 
will be considered for guest columns. 
All columns require a head shot of 
the author.

All opinion pieces must be signed 

by the author, and an address and 
telephone number must be included 
for verification. No anonymous opin-
ion pieces will be published under 
any circumstances.

Thank you letters will be 
considered for publication on 
community pages in the paper. The 
400-word limit applies to thank you 

letters, as well.
The best and most expedient way 

to send letters is by email to editor@
newmedia-wi.com. Put “letter to the 
editor” in the subject line and send 
the text in the body of the email.

Letters can also be sent by mail or 
delivered in person to 1464 E. Green 
Bay St., Shawano.
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Japanese beetles munching through area landscapes
A relatively new plant-feeding 

beetle to our area is the Japanese 
beetle. This stout, metallic green 
beetle — with bronze wing cov-
ers and white tufts on its sides and 
rear — can be extremely damaging 
to a wide array of plants. It is still 
spreading northward in our area, 
but is definitely found throughout 
the southern half of Oconto County, 
the southern quarter to third of 
Marinette County and far southern 
Menominee County.

It may be easier to list the plants 
this beetle 
does not feed 
on during its 
6- to 8-week-
long adult life. 
However, there 
are some plants 
which are known 
to be high on 
its list of menu 
options. Many 

fruits are on the list, but most nota-
bly apple, grape and raspberry. Veg-
etable gardens are a bit safer, but 
they will feed on basil, beans and 
some other species. Field crops are 
also afflicted, most notably soybean 
and the silks of corn cobs (field and 
sweet).

Landscapes are where they do the 
most damage, feeding on dozens of 
different trees and shrubs commonly 
found in our area. The linden family 
of trees is a big time target, but the 
list includes crabapple, birch, Nor-
way and Japanese maple, American 
elm, mountain ash and others. They 
target roses and a long list of flower-
ing shrubs, as well as some herba-
ceous ornamentals.

In the areas in which it is es-
tablished, it can be a very serious 
pest of the plants listed above. The 
feeding pattern usually employed 
by these beetles is to eat in groups 
and start in the upper canopy of the 
tree or shrub. The leaves are not 
completely eaten, but the leaf mate-
rial between veins is eaten and the 
remaining skeleton of a leaf nearly 
always turns brown and dies. This 
causes a brown pallor to work down 
from the top of the tree, sometimes 
encompassing the entire plant.

Biology: The adult beetle is 
somewhat pretty, until you know 
what it does. It is about a half-inch 
long, with black legs that often 
obviously protrude from the body. 
They overwinter as grubs in the soil, 
feeding for a while in the spring and 
then pupating and emerging from 
early to mid-late July, depending 

on the year’s temperatures. Unlike 
native relatives, Japanese beetle will 
lay eggs in managed lawns, and they 
like decent soil quality. The grubs 
can cause extensive damage to turf 
root systems or any roots in the area 
where eggs were laid.

Control: Japanese beetles are 
likely to become an annual phenom-
enon in many areas of our region. 
They will be more likely to have 
high populations where soil is not 
sandy, but they may be able to have 
some survival nearly anywhere. 
Planning to manage them is advis-
able. However, you should think 
about and analyze if insecticidal 
control is the right thing for your 
situation. There are many cases 
where their damage is more prob-
lematic for your gardening psyche 
than it actually is to the plants.

Grub control in lawn areas can 
assist in managing adult populations. 
The larger your lawn, the more 
likely you will notice a difference in 
populations due to successful treat-
ment. Two control timing options 
are available: mid-August and May-
July. Mid-August treatments should 
utilize carbaryl, trichlorfon or 
clothiandin containing insecticides. 
The May-July treatment window 
includes imidacloprid, clothiandin, 
thiamethoxam or chlorantranilipole 

active ingredients. Another way to 
help manage them in your lawn is 
to cut the turfgrass high, at least 3 
inches tall, preferably 4 inches or so. 
This may lead the adult females to 
go elsewhere to lay their eggs.

Adult beetle control can be dif-
ficult due to their feeding habits in 
the tops of trees/shrubs. A number 
of active ingredients are valid op-
tions, but spraying them properly 
and safely where the beetles are 
feeding can be the difficulty. Ac-
tive ingredients to consider include 
acephate, carbaryl, cyfluthrin, disul-
foton and esfenvelerate.

Another management option 
for some types of plants is to use a 
chemical/physical barrier. Surround 
(kaolin clay) can be sprayed onto 
plants, and this acts as a barrier to 
feeding. To the beetles, it is like us 
having to eat really sandy spinach, 
so they go elsewhere for better eat-
ing. This works pretty well on fruit 
crops, but is akin to white-washing, 
so many people don’t like this op-
tion on ornamentals. In addition, it 
needs to be reapplied after a rain 
event. Surround is tricky to apply, as 
it is a powder that you need to keep 
in suspension while you are spray-
ing it, but it can work very well.

Make sure that you read and 
follow the label directions care-

fully, if you decide to use any type 
of insecticide. First, make sure that 
Japanese beetles will be controlled 
by the product. Second, make sure 
that the product is labeled for use on 
the plants which you want to spray. 
Third, make sure you follow all mix-
ing, safety and storage instructions. 
Also, remember that insecticide ap-
plications onto blooming plants are 
likely to kill pollinator insects. You 
can attempt to minimize this very 
negative effect by spraying in the 
late afternoon, as most pollinators 
are more active earlier in the day. 
The insecticide will hopefully form 
a repellent to them by the next day 
and minimize their exposure.

You can learn more about these 
beetles by reading the publication 
found at: https://cdn.shopify.com/s/
files/1/0145/8808/4272/files.A3737-
E.pdf and there are more complete 
listings of active ingredients for 
their control by looking at the Home 
Fruit Insecticides, Home Landscape 
Insecticides, and Home Vegetable 
Insecticides publications found 
under the Insect Fact Sheets tab at 
https://pddc.wisc.edu/fact-sheet-
listing-all.

Scott Reuss is the Marinette and Oconto County 
agriculture and horticulture agent. Readers can contact 

him at 715-732-7510 or scott.reuss@wisc.edu.

A Japanese beetle munches on a raspberry bush leaf.� PHILIP STEURY

SCOTT REUSS
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Master Gardener 
volunteers sought

Online course registration open
through Aug. 13

Marinette and Oconto coun-
ties are accepting new University 
of Wisconsin-Madison Extension 
Master Gardener volunteers in 2022. 
The program seeks people interested 
in learning more about horticulture 
while helping fellow area residents.

There are multiple ways to learn 
more about the Master Gardener 
Volunteer program and how it works 
locally. People can contact Scott 
Reuss, agriculture/horticulture agent 
for the two counties, at scott.reuss@
wisc.edu or 715-732-7510. An open 
house is scheduled at the Harmony 
Arboretum Demonstration Gardens 
the evening of Thursday, Sept. 2. 
Information can also be obtained by 
contacting a member of the North-
ern Lights MGV Association, made 
up of master gardeners who live in 
Marinette, Oconto and Menominee 
counties.

The next step is to enroll in 
the online course “Foundations in 
Horticulture-Growing and Caring 
for Plants in Wisconsin,” a 12-part 
course that includes online videos, 
readings, interactive quizzes and 
scheduled live Q&A webinars with 
UW-Madison horticulture experts to 
give participants the best informa-
tion on improving their gardening 
skills. This virtual class is designed 
to be self-paced so participants can 
fit it into their schedules.

The course opens Sept. 13 and 
runs through Dec. 11. This online 
class is open to all residents of Wis-
consin. Class size is limited to 500 
participants, and registration closes 
Aug. 13 or when the class is full. The 
registration fee is $299.

Foundations in Horticulture 
(FIH) teaches participants university 
research-based methods to success-
fully grow their plants and manage 
common pests. The course intro-
duces a decision-making framework 
that focuses on understanding how 
plants best grow, why pests and 
problems happen and how to keep 
plant problems from happening. It 
emphasizes using brain power, com-
mon sense and elbow grease rather 
than the spray bottle on plants grown 

inside and out. You really can have 
healthy plants and a healthy planet at 
the same time.

The FIH course is divided into 
three units. The first set of topics are 
the basics: general gardening, botany, 
soils and decision-making strategies 
for pest management. The next set of 
topics help participants understand 
how to identify and manage pests 
they might encounter. Finally, the 
last group focuses on specific types 
of gardening such as vegetables, 
fruits, lawn and houseplants.

As part of the learning experi-
ence, FIH participants will have the 
opportunity to ask questions of UW-
Madison horticulture experts at live 
webinars. 

The webinars are scheduled so 
that each expert will be taking ques-
tions about the material currently 
being covered. The webinars are 
also an opportunity to ask questions 
participants may have long had but 
did not know whom to ask. Q&A 
with the Experts will be recorded 
for future viewing in case the live 
broadcasts are inconvenient with 
participants’ schedules.

Participants also receive a com-
plete electronic PDF copy of the 
Foundations in Horticulture training 
manual. A bound hard copy of the 
manual is available at an additional 
cost. Participants will receive a cer-
tificate of completion and earn up to 
four continuing education credits for 
certain professional organizations. 
For participants wanting a deeper 
dive into the learning experience, 
there are optional live lab webinars 
to reinforce the material covered in 
the course. These give participants 
the opportunity to work in large and 
small groups with Extension educa-
tors to answer more in-depth garden-
ing scenarios.

For information and to register 
for the course, visit https://hort.
extension.wisc.edu/foundations-in-
horticulture.

For information on the Master 
Gardener Volunteer Program, visit 
https://mastergardener.extension.
wisc.edu.

Celebrating Vets 4 Vets of Northeast Wisconsin’s $10,000 donation to Old Glory Honor Flight are, from 
left, V4V member Sherri Guendert, V4V President Brandy Rybak, Old Glory Honor Flight Executive 
Director Diane MacDonald, V4V Vice President Steve Robillard, V4V member Mary Lou Genal and V4V 
Secretary Stephanie Boivin.					                       CONTRIBUTED

Vets 4 Vets donates 
$10K for Honor Flights

Vets 4 Vets of Northeast Wis-
consin recently made a $10,000 
donation to Old Glory Honor Flight, 
whose mission is to fly World War II, 
Korean and Vietnam war veterans to 
Washington, D.C., on a free one-day 
trip to see the memorials built in 
their honor.

The Honor Flight organization 
serves veterans in Northeast Wis-
consin and flies out of Appleton 
International Airport. Learn more 

about Old Glory Honor Flight at 
www.oldgloryhonorflight.org.

Vets 4 Vets of NE WI is a 501(c)3 
nonprofit organization that raises 
funds year-round with raffles, brat 
fries and other events to help and 
support local veterans and also 
donate to local veterans service and 
support agencies. 

Learn more about and follow Vets 
4 Vets of Northeast Wisconsin on 
their Facebook page.

Organizers announce 
Suring parade theme

“Happy Days Are Here Again” 
is the theme for the 2021 Labor Day 
parade in Suring. 

The Suring Lions Club and the 
Labor Day Committee say this year’s 
theme represents looking forward 
to celebrating the future without 
COVID.

Therefore, besides the Suring 
area, neighboring community organi-

zations are also encouraged to enter 
Suring’s large Labor Day parade with 
an entry.

The five classes of entries are 
youth, church, antique tractors/
pickup trucks, nonprofit organiza-
tions/business and comic. There 
will be two prizes for each category. 
First place will be awarded $50, and 
second place $30.
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Justin David Goerz and Chelsey 
Anna McBrady, Waite Park, Min-
nesota.

Robert Charles Abel and Beth El-
len Wedekind, Breed.

Michael James Bickel and Lori 
Jane Tonn, Oconto.

Kerry James Larmay and Lori Ann 
Olson, Little River.

James Michael Beyerl and Kaitlyn 
Marie Knuteson, Oconto.

Kyle Glenn Wiegel and Aubrey 
Elizabeth Ley, Little Suamico.

Wyatt Gene Aijala and Lauren 
Marie Anderson, Oconto.

Brett Christopher Hillberg and 
Chezare Marie Carlson, Little Sua-
mico.

Joseph Phillip Anderson and 
Wanda Lee Shafman, Oconto.

Nicholas Joseph Stueber and Elin 
Marie Zimmerman, Little Suamico.

M A R R I A G E S

CO L L E G E  N OT E S
Caitlin Johnson, Little Suamico, 

has been named to the Knox College 
dean’s list of distinguished students 

for the 2021 spring term. Johnson is 
majoring in creative writing at the 
Galesburg, Illinois, college.
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PARKVIEW
APARTMENTS

Oconto Falls
WHEDA

Subsidized Housing
1, 2, 3, Bedroom Apts.

MERIDIAN GROUP

920-846-3009
Equal Opportunity 
Housing

Prevea Health has announced 
that Dr. Mohamed Azab, a board-
certified and fellowship-trained 
gastroenterologist, is now caring 
for patients at HSHS St. Clare Me-
morial Hospital in Oconto Falls and 
its sister hospitals in Green Bay.

Azab specializes in diagnosis 
and treatment of pancreatic cancer 
and cysts, biliary diseases, Barrett’s 
esophagus and early esophageal 
cancer, general digestive and liver 
diseases, irritable bowel syndrome, 
inflammatory bowel disease, 

gastroesopha-
geal reflux 
disease, fatty 
liver disease, 
celiac disease, 
esophagogastro-
duodenoacopy 
(EGD), colon 
cancer screen-
ing, endoscopic 
retrograde 

cholangiopan-
creatography (ERCP) and capsule 
endoscopy.

He completed medical school 
at Cairo University in Egypt; a 
residency at the University of 
Nevada-Las Vegas; and a fellowship 
in gastroenterology at Loma Linda 
University Health. He is certified 
by the American Board of Internal 
Medicine.

“I believe every patient should 
receive the highest quality of care 
that is backed by evidence-based 
medicine,” Azab said. “I have a pas-
sion to serve my patients.”

Appointments with Azab in 
Oconto Falls and Green Bay can be 
made by calling 920-429-1700.

MOHAMMED AZAB

Doctor now seeing patients in Oconto Falls
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BALLOON ARTIST  •  PAGE 2

WHAT’S HAPPENING  •  PAGE 4

A Shawano Ski Sharks pyramid is formed during a show earlier this summer. Shawano is hosting the Division 2 Show Ski National Championships from Aug. 6-8. FOR MORE, SEE PAGES 6, 7 AND 9.� DAVE BLACKMAN

SHOW SKI NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS COMING TO SHAWANO



The Lakewood Arts and Craft 
Show is planning a return bigger and 
better than ever after a brief hiatus 
due to the pandemic in 2020.

Taking place Saturday at the 
Lakewood Town Hall and Activity 
Center, 17258 North Road, Lakewood, 
the free event will feature 281 booths 
occupied by 215 vendors showcasing 
original work, including painting and 

prints, fine art photography, jewelry, 
art glass, stained glass, pottery, wo-
ven textiles, carvings, clothing and 
much more.

The festival grounds will be open 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Sponsored by the McCaslin Lions 
Club, the Lakewood Arts and Craft 
Show has been an annual celebration 
of Oconto County creativity for more 

than 40 years. Each artist is juried 
and chosen out of many talented 
applicants, highlighting the area’s 
arts community, and giving attendees 
a chance to discover new favorites 
and take home a piece of authentic 
Oconto County culture.

“There’s no better way to ex-
perience the thriving arts world in 
Oconto County than the Lakewood 

Arts and Craft Show,” said Saman-
tha Boucher, tourism manager for 
Oconto County Economic Develop-
ment Corp. “Summer wasn’t the 
same without it in 2020, so we’re all 
excited to welcome back art lovers 
of all ages to enjoy everything our 
creative community has to offer.

For more information, visit www.
ocontocounty.org.
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BALLOON ARTISTRY

Balloon artist Freddy Alfredo puts the finishing touches on a monkey he has created for a young admirer July 30 during Sunflower Fest 
2021 at Bergsbaken Farms in Cecil. 						             WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

Freddy Alfredo works intently as kids watch 
balloons transform into the magic they asked for: 
a puppy, a sword, a monkey, a Jedi light saber — 
even a sunflower.

His creations emerge gradually until a glim-
mer of recognition lights in the children’s face and 
they reach for the reward for their patience.

There was a long line of children and parents 
willing to wait July 30 during Sunflower Fest 2021 
at Bergsbaken Farms in Cecil, next to a pair of face 
painters.

Freddy’s Balloon Animals grew out of Alfredo’s 
need to strengthen his hands as he deals with the 
limitations that keep him in a wheelchair.

“I tried doing it with weights, but they were too 
heavy,” he said. “The doctor said I needed to do it 
with something light.”

He tried manipulating a Rubik’s Cube but 
found a more fun alternative when he started 
learning how to mold balloons into toy creatures 
and other objects.

“I had a room full of these things, and a friend 
suggested I go to flea markets and parks,” Alfredo 
said.

Freddy’s Balloon Animals can be found most 
Sundays at the Shawano flea market and at other 
festivals around the area.

By WARREN BLUHM
Editor-in-chief

Kids wait in line for Freddy’s animals

Lakewood Arts and Crafts Show returns
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FRIDAY, AUG. 6
SHAWANO: Shawano Ski Sharks 

host Division 2 Show Ski National 
Championships, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Smalley 
Park, 211 Riverside Drive.

BOWLER: Bowler Bash, 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m., Bowler Area Historical Society, 104 
E. Main St. Music, food, refreshments, 
craft show.

BONDUEL: Lions Club Corn Roast, 5-7 
p.m., Village Park, East Park Street.

SATURDAY, AUG. 7
SHAWANO: Shawano Ski Sharks 

host Division 2 Show Ski National 
Championships, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Smalley 
Park, 211 Riverside Drive.

LAKEWOOD: Arts and Crafts Show, 
8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Town Hall, 17258 North 
Road, 200 crafters offering original work. 
Free admission and free parking. No pets 
allowed. Sponsored by the McCaslin 
Lions. Food and refreshments on the 
grounds.

BOWLER: Bowler Bash, 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m., Bowler Area Historical Society, 104 
E. Main St. Music, food, refreshments, 
car show and craft show, tractor parade 
1 p.m.

WABENO: WAM Fest (Wabeno Art 
and Music Festival), 11 a.m. to 10 p.m., 
downtown. Continuous music, family 
activities, visit wabenoartandmusicfest.
org or Facebook page.

BREED: Music by Sixx Guns Loaded, 
3-7 p.m., Arrowhead Saloon, 13486 
County Road AA.

TOWNSEND: Luau on the Beach, 3-11 
p.m., Birch Hills Resort and My Bar, 16688 
Nicolet Road. paddle boat races (with 
a twist). Registration for races begins 3 
p.m.; races start 4 p.m. Karaoke on the 
beach starting 6 p.m. Bring your own lawn 
chair.

SUNDAY, AUG. 8
SHAWANO: Zurko Promotions flea 

market, 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., Shawano County 
Fairgrounds, 990 E. Green Bay St.

SHAWANO: Shawano Ski Sharks 
host Division 2 Show Ski National 
Championships, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Smalley 
Park, 211 Riverside Drive.

OCONTO FALLS: Oconto Falls Flea 
Market, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Memorial Field.

SHAWANO: Music in the Park 
featuring KNX Party Band, 6:30-8:30 
p.m., Memorial Park, 909 S. Lincoln St. 
Bring a lawn chair.

TUESDAY, AUG. 10
OCONTO FALLS: Oconto County 

Farmers Market, 4-8 p.m., Highland 
Plaza, 323 E. Highland Drive.

SHAWANO: Interactive Outdoor 
Movie, 8:30-10 p.m., Arlington Park, 
300 N. Humphrey Circle. “Welcome to 
the Jungle.” Bring your own chairs and 
snacks.

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 11
SHAWANO: Shawano Ski Sharks, 6 

p.m., Smalley Park, 211 Riverside Drive. 
Pre-show 5:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, AUG. 12
SHAWANO: Thursdayz at Franklin 

featuring Conscious Pilot, 6-8:30 p.m., 
Franklin Park, 235 S. Washington St. Food 
and beverage vendors.

FRIDAY, AUG. 13
BOWLER: Annual Mohican Pow-Wow 

Honoring All Veterans, Many Trails Park, 
Moh He Con Nuck Road. Grand Entry 7 
p.m.

SHAWANO: Bluegrass Bash in the 
Woods, 8:30 p.m., Classic’s Restaurant 
and Lounge, W6026 Lake Drive. Music 
by Liver Killers. Grill’n meats provided by 
Smoke’n Joe and proceeds to benefit Safe 
Haven. $5 cover.

SATURDAY, AUG. 14
GILLETT: Oconto County Youth Fair 

Horse Show, 9:30 a.m., Zippel Park.
SHAWANO: Annual Folk Music 

Festival, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Franklin Park, 
235 S. Washington St. Free, bring lawn 

chair or blanket, live music, quilt raffle.
BOWLER: Annual Mohican Pow-Wow 

Honoring All Veterans, Many Trails Park, 
Moh He Con Nuck Road. Grand Entries 1 
and 7 p.m.

BREED: Music by The Rejects, 3-7 
p.m., Arrowhead Saloon, 13486 County 
Road AA.

SUNDAY, AUG. 15
SHAWANO: Zurko Promotions flea 

market, 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., Shawano County 
Fairgrounds, 990 E. Green Bay St.

GILLETT: Oconto County Youth Fair 
domestic animal shows, 8 a.m. to noon, 
Zippel Park. Caged bird and small pets 
8:30 a.m., junior cat show followed by 
open class 9:30 a.m., dog show 11:30 a.m.

OCONTO FALLS: Oconto Falls Flea 
Market, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Memorial Field.

BOWLER: Annual Mohican Pow-Wow 
Honoring All Veterans, Many Trails Park, 
Moh He Con Nuck Road. Grand Entry at 
noon.

SHAWANO: Music in the Park 
featuring Blue Notes, 6:30-8:30 p.m., 
Memorial Park, 909 S. Lincoln St. Bring a 
lawn chair.

Fields of sunflowers are among the highlights of late summer in Northeast Wisconsin. This friendly face 
appeared in the middle of the Bergsbaken Farms Sunflower Fest last weekend in Cecil. 			 
						               WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

W H AT ’S  H A P P E N I N G
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Shawano is eager to host its first 
ever national championship, an 
event that took several years to pre-
pare for and bring to the Shawano 
Ski Sharks show site.

The Division 2 Show Ski Na-
tional Championships will be held 
Aug. 6-8 on the Wolf River, with 
fans scattered across Smalley Park 
to watch the action on the water.

The process of bringing a nation-
al championship to Shawano first 
began about 10 years ago, accord-
ing to Brad Keuschel, a member of 
the Ski Sharks. Keuschel recalled 
telling team president Dave Passehl 
that one day he’d help bring nation-
als to Shawano.

The first step to getting their site 
to align with national guidelines 
was to move it. The Ski Sharks re-
mained at Smalley Park but moved 
a couple blocks north to avoid the 
Wolf River Beach and create a bit 
more room between ski shows and 
the Green Bay Street bridge.

The next thing the site needed 
was to be able to hold at least 1,000 
spectators at a single time and also 
have a place to park hundreds of 

cars. The Ski Sharks have both of 
those things, and with improved 
seating areas, a new pavilion and 
a city willing to host, the site was 
ready for a national championship.

The call making the dream of 
Shawano hosting a championship 
a reality came in November 2019. 
After several more months of prep, 
Smalley Park is now ready to show-
case its site.

A curveball was thrown after the 
pandemic eliminated some of last 
year’s national championship — 
which typically only last two days 
— so Smalley Park was asked to 
host for an additional day. 

Shawano accepted and will now 
host “probably one of the largest 
Division 2 nationals in a long time,” 

said Keuschel.
“There’s a lot of excitement 

about it. It’ll be great when every-
body gets here and we get to stand 
back and look at it,” said Keuschel.

Keuschel said they are tentative-
ly expecting to bring in 1,500-2,000 
visitors during the three-day event.

The national championship will 
officially kick off at 8 a.m. Friday 
when individual competition be-
gins.

There will be a swivel 180, 
swivel pairs 360, swivel pairs open, 
strap doubles intermediate, swivel 
360 and freestyle jump intermedi-
ate exhibitions that day along with 
strap doubles, swivel and freestyle 
opens. Several Ski Shark members 
will be competing.

The duos of Carsten McHugh 
and Jessa Jochman and Kylie 
Wallace and Brad Keuschel will 
compete in the strap doubles open 
competition. Faith McHugh will 
take part in the swivel 360 exhibi-
tion before Carsten McHugh hits 
the water for the freestyle open.

Friday will be capped with a 
mandatory team meeting at 6 p.m. 
with the chief judge at the site’s 
pavilion. Paperwork check in will 
also be completed then.

Saturday will have five of the 

Shawano eager to host national championships
Bringing event to 
Smalley Park was 

several year process
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

Shawano Ski Sharks members perform a jump during a show earlier this summer. The Ski Sharks will perform as a team on Saturday of the Division 2 Show Ski National Championships.� DAVE BLACKMAN



FRIDAY, AUGUST 6, 2021  •  NEW MEDIA SUMMER  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE 7

championship’s nine teams in ac-
tion, with the Ski Sharks taking the 
water third. The Ski Broncs (Loves 
Park, Illinois), Shermalot (Nekoo-
sa), Five Seasons (Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa) and the Badwater Ski-ters 
(Spread Eagle) round out the teams 
competing.

The other four teams will 
compete on Sunday. Silver Lake 
(Fenton, Michigan), Ski Sprites 
(Altoona), Plum Ski-ters (Sayner) 
and the Muskego Water Bugs (Mus-
kego) are the teams in action.

Following Friday’s individual 
competitions and Sunday’s second 
day of team competitions, award 
ceremonies will follow.

“It’s a great atmosphere,” said 
Keuschel on what first-time water 
ski fans can expect to see over the 
three-day championships. “It’s one 
of the only sports where the other 
teams are constantly cheering each 
other on. The water ski community 
in general is one big family. There’s 
going to be hundreds of people here 
watching each other.”

Keuschel added that anyone who 
has taken in a Ski Sharks’ show and 
thought it was a big production 
should come check out some of the 
other teams in action, as there will 
be even bigger rosters in attendance.

When some of the larger teams 
are competing, Keuschel believes 
around 1,000 people could be look-
ing on, so the usual seating areas, 
plus additional bleachers and the 
hills and any other areas with views 
of the water will also be covered.

After teams are done competing, 

a 30-minute break will be taken be-
fore the next team takes the water, 
at which time fans can check out 
some of the ski and food vendors 
that will be on site.

“We worked really, really hard 
to get to this point,” said Passehl. 
“The expectation was that we 
would be able to host tournaments 
here. We know what it does for the 
communities that it’s been in in 

the past and that’s really what we 
wanted to bring here. The invest-
ment that we have in Smalley Park 
is now going to really see what we 
did it for.

“Clearly our weekly shows are 
wonderful, there are huge crowds 
and we fill up Smalley Park and 
that’s great, too, but when we can 
bring 1,000 spectators in to Shawa-
no on just a weekend, we’re pretty 

proud of that. So yeah, super ex-
cited and we’re looking forward to 
having all these teams from around 
several states showcased here and 
hopefully the community comes out 
and enjoys it.”

Keuschel added that the hope is to 
host as many national championships 
in the coming years as possible.

Shawano Ski Shark members put on a show for their home crowd during a show earlier this summer. A total of nine teams will be competing at the Division 2 Show Ski National Championships.� DAVE BLACKMAN

Shawano Ski Sharks members perform during a show earlier this summer. Several Ski Sharks are scheduled to compete individually on Friday.� DAVE BLACKMAN

sports@newmedia-wi.com

Guidelines on Wolf River with water ski championship in town
With the Division 2 Show Ski Na-

tional Championships taking place 
Aug. 6-8, there are some changes 
to Wolf River access and usage of 
which people should be aware.

On those three days, there will 
be a legal waterway closure to non-
competition boat traffic from the 

trestle to the dam. This is in place 
for the safety of all water ski indi-
viduals, teams and boats in action.

There will also be a no-wake 
passage from the channel to the 
trestle so that boat traffic can still 
move through. The area will be 
marked by buoys.

Finally, there will be a no-wake 
channel on the west side of the 
river for those who need to get 
through, primarily in place for 
property owners.

“We don’t want to hinder any-
body from being able to use the 
waterways,” said Brad Keuschel, 

Shawano Ski Shark member. “We’re 
just asking for a chunk of it for a 
couple days.”

ONLINE
For more details on the guidelines, visit the 

Shawano Ski Shark Facebook page, https://www.
facebook.com/shawano.sharks.



PAGE 8  •  NEW MEDIA SUMMER  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, AUGUST 6, 2021



FRIDAY, AUGUST 6, 2021  •  NEW MEDIA SUMMER  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE 9

Local businesses are prepar-
ing for a wave of visitors to the 
Shawano area this weekend as the 
Shawano Ski Sharks host a national 
tournament Aug. 6-8.

“According to the information 
that I received, a couple thousand 
visitors are expected,” Shawano 
Chamber of Commerce Tourism 
Manager Patti Peterson said.

Many local businesses and hotels 
are preparing to host hundreds of 
guests, as they shop, eat and sleep 
all around Shawano.

“This weekend is similar to 
most summer weekends here,” said 
AmeriVu Inn and Suites manager 
Nick Patel. “We are fully booked.”

Patel said all 49 rooms at the 
hotel were full, with close to 100 
people staying there.

Jessie Warrington, the manager 
of Quality Inn and Suites in Shawa-
no, said they also were fully booked.

“We have around 150 people stay-
ing with us for that weekend,” said 
Warrington.

She added that she is excited to 
see the hotel booked for the tour-
nament so visitors can get out and 
not only watch the tournament, but 
experience Shawano as well.

“This should help the Shawano 
area,” Warrington said. “It will 
bring more revenue into the city, 
as well as give people something to 
do rather than be cooped up inside 
from the COVID-19 pandemic.”

Curt Preston, co-owner of Old 
Glory Candy, said that they are 
always welcoming visitors from big 
events in Shawano to his store.

“We are hoping and preparing for 
more traffic from visitors during the 
tournament,” Preston said.

He added that the preparation for 
the extra visitors will involve a staff-
ing increase.

“We want to be as staffed as 
possible,” Preston said. “We also 
want to create a great experience 
for the customers coming in, so we 
don’t want to rush people in and 
out. It will be a balancing act for the 
customers to have that great experi-
ence.”

Visitors to the store will be en-

couraged to try some of the samples 
of fudge, including flavors like 
whiskey old-fashioned sweet and 
watermelon, he said.

Yvette Wilber, the owner of 
Tumbleweed, said she is anticipat-
ing the apparel store to very busy 
during the tournament.

“Business will be up not only for 
us, but for everyone in Shawano,” 
said Wilber. “This will be really 
great for everyone to get this extra 
foot traffic.”

Wilber said she hopes visitors 
enjoy the experience and spread 
the word about Tumbleweed and 
Shawano.

One business that has been seeing 
more traffic recently is anticipating 
more as the tournament proceeds. 
Stubborn Brothers Brewery has seen 
an uptick in business due to their 
Hometown Hero American ale, said 

co-owner Aaron Gilling.
“We will be running business like 

usual,” Gilling said.
He said he believes that having 

a tournament with an anticipated 
audience of this size will have a 
positive impact.

“Everyone will benefit from this 
— Shawano will benefit from this,” 
said Gilling. “Every business will 
work together to benefit. We all 
support each other’s businesses, and 
that will help Shawano succeed in 
general.”

The businesses also plan to run 
special deals and promotions for the 
occasion. Stubborn Brothers is offer-

ing a buy-one-get-one deal on their 
porter and amber, Old Glory Candy 
is running a deal where if custom-
ers buy a pound of fudge, they get a 
quarter-pound free, and Tumbleweed 
is giving out hats with purchases.

Peterson said Angie’s Main 
Cafe, Old Glory Candy, The Stock 
Market and Stubborn Brothers are 
also taking part in a coupon sheet 
promotion, where coupons for those 
businesses will be distributed at the 
Ski Sharks tournament.

According to Brad Keuschel, 
a member of the Ski Sharks and a 
leader in bringing the tournament 
to Shawano, the action on the water 
will be wrapped up by 4 p.m. each 
day, giving visitors and competitors 
time to experience what Shawano 
has to offer.

Local businesses prepare for water ski visitors
Shawano hosting 

national tournament 
from Aug. 6-8

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

Shawano Ski Sharks members look to the crowd after performing earlier this summer. The Division 2 Show Ski National Championships are expected to bring 
over 1,000 people to Shawano during the three-day event.� DAVE BLACKMAN

lreimer@newmedia-wi.com

ONLINE
For more details on the Ski Sharks, visit http://

shawanoskisharks.org/. For more information on the 
national championships, visit https://www.facebook.
com/SkiSharksNationals/.
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