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term.
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GILLETT PARADE, FIREWORKS ARE ON
Visitors to the second annual Roy Hubbard Memorial Truck Show in Gillett admire two of the show’s 73 entries Saturday at Zippel Park. The truck show committee 
has agreed to stage the Gillett Fourth of July parade and fireworks after the Civic Club stepped aside because of Covid-19 concerns. SEE STORY, MORE PHOTOS ON 
PAGE 2. WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA
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GILLETT — Organizers of the Roy 
Hubbard Memorial Truck Show in 
Gillett have agreed to run the city’s 
annual Independence Day parade and 
fireworks this year after the Gillett 
Civic Club dropped out, citing CO-
VID-19 concerns.

The parade is scheduled at its 
usual time, 2 p.m. July 4, although the 
parade route will be altered some-
what because part of the traditional 
route is under reconstruction this 
summer, and judging of floats will 
not take place this year. The parade 
theme is “Saluting Our 2020 Seniors.”

Fireworks will also take place at 
Zippel Park the evening of July 4. 
People interested in donating to the 
fireworks fund may send a check 
made out to Roy Hubbard Memorial 
Truck Show to RHMTS, P.O. Box 64, 
Gillett, WI 54124, or give the check 
to any member of the truck show 

board: Joshua Arndt, president; Mike 
Lambrecht, vice president; Wendy 
Vorpahl, secretary; Jenny Neumann, 
treasurer; Scott Wolfe, Mark Winkler, 
or Jeffrey Thomson.

The Gillett Business Association 
was organizing a vendor show at 
Zippel Park from 3-9 p.m. July 4. For 
more information, visit the “July 4th 
Vendor Show, Zippel Park, Gillett” 
event page on Facebook.

The second annual truck show 
was held at the park June 19-20 and 
featured more than 70 semi-trailer 
trucks, live music and local food 
vendors. Zippel Park was the scene of 
a fireworks display Friday night, and 
a truck parade down Main Street con-
cluded the festivities Saturday night.

The Gillett City Council approved 
a list of two dozen health precautions 
submitted by the truck show com-
mittee, including refunds for truck 
owners who decided not to come 
and social-distancing guidelines for 
attendees.

Posters for the show included the 
disclaimer, “While health and safety 
precautions will be taken, attendance 
is at your own risk.”

Gillett parade,  
fireworks are on again

Truck show committee agrees to handle organization
By WARREN BLUHM

News Editor

More than 70 trucks were registered for the second annual Roy Hubbard Memorial Truck Show at Zippel Park in Gillett on June 19-20. 
 WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

A hood ornament sits comfortably on a Peterbilt 
truck. WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA
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Thanks to several volunteers, a new 
courtyard space has been added adja-
cent to the Gillett Library’s Commu-
nity Square area and existing pergola.

Eagle Scout Derek Hanson took 
this on as his Scout project back in 
2019, and he worked with now-retired 
librarian Kay Rankel this spring to 
finalize the plans for this new outdoor 
space. This area encompasses the out-
door checkerboard already in place. 
(The checkerboard was also an Eagle 
Scout project, completed in 2019 by 
Heath Piaskowski.)

This courtyard space is to honor 
Friends of the Library member Jean 
Frank, who has done much to ben-
efit the library, and is made possible 
thanks to donations.

The Scouts worked through the 
rain June 19 to get the plants in, and 
they will soon be installing brick pav-

ers adjacent to the handicapped park-
ing space for better accessibility into 
the Community Center.

Gillett library 
courtyard project 
gets more space

Volunteers who worked June 19 to install plants 
at the Gillett Public Library courtyard are, from 
left, Logan Orr, Zander Davis, Derek Hanson, Kris 
Hanson, Brenda Hanson and Riley Engebretsen. 
Not pictured are Friends of the Library member 
Gary Jaeger and former librarian Kay Rankel, who 
also helped with the planting. CONTRIBUTED



PAGE 4  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 2020

O CO N TO  CO U N T Y  C I R C U I T  CO U RT
Proceedings of June 19

Judge Michael T. Judge revoked 
a deferred judgment agreement and 
found Brittany Fagerstrom, 33, Sey-
mour, guilty of possession of meth-
amphetamine, in connection with an 
incident that occurred April 16, 2018. 
Judge ruled that Fagerstrom had vio-
lated the terms of the agreement. He 
scheduled sentencing for Aug. 17 and 
ordered a pre-sentence investigation.

After a preliminary hearing Bre-
anna B. List-Kimball, 28, Oconto, was 
bound over on four counts of bur-
glary, two counts of felony bail jump-
ing, and two counts of misdemeanor 
bail jumping, in connection with 
incidents that allegedly occurred in 
late April and early May. Arraign-
ment was scheduled for July 16.

In a separate case, List-Kimball 
pleaded no contest to misdemeanor 
charges of criminal trespass to a 
dwelling, theft and bail jumping, in 
connection with an incident that 
occurred June 3, 2019. The trespass-
ing count was reduced from felony 
burglary. Judge Michael T. Judge 
placed List-Kimball on 18 months 
probation and ordered her to main-
tain absolute sobriety and complete 
any treatment deemed appropriate 
by the Department of Corrections. 
He also imposed $1,463.50 in fines, 
fees and court costs and ordered her 
to have no contact with the victims 
in the case.
Proceedings of June 18

Brandon P. Conradt, 24, Suamico, 
waived his right to a preliminary 
hearing and was bound over on 
charges of fleeing or eluding an of-
ficer in a vehicle, two misdemeanor 
counts of resisting an officer, and 
one misdemeanor count of strik-
ing a K-9 officer, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
April 28. Arraignment was scheduled 
for July 16.

Edward A. LaRock, 35, Peshtigo, 
waived his right to a preliminary 
hearing and was bound over on 
charges of fleeing an officer in a vehi-
cle, first-degree recklessly endanger-
ing safety, and misdemeanor counts 
of resisting/obstructing an officer, 
bail jumping and disorderly conduct, 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred May 17. Arraign-
ment was scheduled for July 2.

Proceedings of June 17
Zachary A. Dronso, 27, Shawano, 

pleaded no contest to a charge of in-
jury by intoxicated use of a vehicle in 
connection with a July 5, 2019, crash 
at Valley View Road and Red Maple 
Lane in Townsend. Judge Michael 
T. Judge scheduled sentencing for 
Aug. 17 and ordered a presentence 
investigation.

Evan Robert Hunter Bubolz, 
22, Gillett, pleaded no contest to a 
misdemeanor count of bail jumping 
in connection with an incident that 
occurred Sept. 17, 2018. Charges of 
felony burglary and misdemeanor 
criminal trespass to a building were 
dismissed but read into the record. 
Judge Jay N. Conley issued fines and 
fees totaling $463 and sentenced 
Bubolz to nine months in jail, con-
current to a Shawano County jail 
sentence.

Ashley R. Hardy, 19, Pound, 
waived her right to a preliminary 
hearing and was bound over on a 
charge of theft of movable property 
worth between $10,000 and $100,000, 
Feb. 3. Arraignment was scheduled 
for July 16.

After a preliminary hearing Ricky 
C. Blasing, 48, Oconto, was bound 
over on charges of first-degree reck-
lessly endangering safety, witness 
intimidation, and misdemeanor dis-
orderly conduct, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
May 1. Arraignment was scheduled 
for July 15.
Proceedings of June 15

An Oct. 29 jury trial was sched-
uled for Randy L. Brempell, 49, Lena, 
who is charged with possession of 
drug paraphernalia to manufacture, 
compound, convert, produce or store 
methamphetamine and misdemeanor 
operating a motor vehicle while his 
license is revoked, in connection 
with an incident that allegedly oc-
curred May 28, 2019. A final pre-trial 
conference was set for Oct. 16.

Tanya M. Pasek, 30, Suring, was 
placed on probation through Dec. 20, 
2021, on charges of bail jumping and 
misdemeanor disorderly conduct, 
in connection with an incident that 
occurred June 12, 2019, and another 
count of bail jumping, in connection 
with an incident that occurred June 
27, 2019. Two other counts were 

dismissed but were read into the 
record. Judge Jay N. Conley imposed 
and stayed a six-month jail term 
concurrent with a Shawano County 
sentence.

An Oct. 20-21 jury trial was sched-
uled for Scott C. Leurquin, 36, Green 
Bay, who is charged with false im-
prisonment and misdemeanor counts 
of battery and disorderly conduct, 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred last Aug. 4. A final 
pre-trial conference was scheduled 
for Oct. 12.

Bailey John Skrobel, 23, Green 
Bay, pleaded no contest to possession 
of a firearm by a felon in connection 
with an incident that occurred Dec. 
5. Judge Michael T. Judge scheduled 
sentencing for Aug. 27 and ordered a 
presentence investigation.
Proceedings of June 11

A bench warrant was issued for 
Ryan L. Messinger, 35, Green Bay, 
after he failed to appear for his ar-
raignment on charges of operating a 
motor vehicle without the owner’s 
consent and felony bail jumping, in 
connection with an incident that al-
legedly occurred Nov. 13.

Cameron J. Gretzon, 20, pleaded 
not guilty to charges of strangula-
tion-suffocation, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
Feb. 26, 2019, and misdemeanor sex 
with a child age 15-19, in connection 
with an incident that allegedly oc-
curred last Feb. 24, 2019. A pre-trial 
conference was scheduled for Aug. 
13.

A Sept. 9 jury trial was scheduled 
for Randy R. SanRoman, 40, Green 
Bay, who is charged with possession 
of THC (second and subsequent 
offense), and possession of drug 
paraphernalia, in connection with an 
incident that allegedly occurred Sept. 
27. A final pre-trial conference was 
scheduled for Aug. 31.

Judge Michael T. Judge scheduled 
an Oct. 29-30 jury trial for Dylan 
D. Walk, 28, Abrams, on a felony 
charge of strangulation and suffoca-
tion, as well as misdemeanor animal 
mistreatment and two misdemeanor 
counts of disorderly conduct, in con-
nection with an incident that alleg-
edly occurred Dec. 5. A final pre-trial 
conference was scheduled for Oct. 
26.

Joseph R. Arndt, 39, Gillett, plead-
ed not guilty to charges of second-
degree recklessly endangering safety, 
misdemeanor battery and disorderly 
conduct in connection with an inci-
dent that allegedly occurred Oct. 20. 
A pre-trial conference was scheduled 
for July 16.

Brandon M. Pecor, 35, Green Bay, 
pleaded not guilty to charges of bail 
jumping and misdemeanor counts of 
hit and run and operating a motor ve-
hicle while his license was revoked, 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Nov. 26. A pre-
trial conference was scheduled for 
Aug. 13.

Brittany L. Hansen, 29, Gillett, 
pleaded not guilty to charges of mak-
ing false statements regarding her 
medical assistance eligibility, and 
failure to report income in applying 
for food stamps, in connection with 
incidents that allegedly occurred 
in 2016. A pre-trial conference was 
scheduled for July 16.

Alexander Rhode, 31, Suring, 
waived his right to a preliminary 
hearing and was bound over on a 
charge of misstating facts in a food 
stamp application, knowingly traffic 
food stamps, in connection with an 
incident that allegedly occurred in 
April 2019. Arraignment was sched-
uled for July 20.

Victor J. Alberts, 54, Lena, pleaded 
not guilty to two counts felony child 
abuse, in connection with incidents 
that allegedly occurred Dec. 1 and 
Jan. 17, as well as four counts of 
misdemeanor disorderly conduct. A 
pre-trial conference was scheduled 
for July 16.

Jason C. Demerath, 43, Oconto, 
pleaded not guilty to failure to 
provide sex offender information, 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Oct. 15. A pre-trial 
conference was scheduled for July 16.
Proceedings of June 8

Judge Jay N. Conley sentenced 
Joshua B. Steadman, 28, Suring, to 
four years in prison followed by 
seven years of extended supervi-
sion for second-degree recklessly 
endangering safety and battery to a 
police officer, in connection with an 
incident that occurred Sept. 25. Eight 
other charges were dismissed but 
read into the record.

This is the Friday-only COVID-19 Journal version of NEW Media’s  
Shawano Leader, Wittenberg Enterprise & Birnamwood News and Oconto 

County Times Herald. Find us online at www.newmedia-wi.com
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A Suring area man was killed 
Sunday night in a one-vehicle crash 
northeast of the village.

Oconto County Sheriff Todd 
Skarban said deputies were called 
around 9:41 p.m. to the scene of a 
one-vehicle rollover along County 
Road Z just north of Golf Course 

Road in the town of Maple Valley.
The 44-year-old victim, who was 

the lone occupant, died of injuries 
sustained in the crash, Skarban said.

The Oconto County Sheriff’s 
Department and Brown County 
Medical Examiner’s Office continue 
the investigation. The Gillett Area 
Ambulance Service and Suring Fire 
Department also assisted. The name 
of the victim will be released at a 
later date.

Suring man dies in  
one-vehicle rollover
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Tom Bitters of Lena is the newest 
member of the Oconto County Board 
of Supervisors.

Bitters took the oath of office dur-
ing the County Board’s meeting in 
Oconto on June 18, after supervisors 
voted unanimously to approve Chair-
man Paul Bednarik’s recommendation.

He was appointed to fill the un-
expired term of former Supervisor 
Melissa Wellens, who stepped down 
in May.

Bitters told the board his family 
has owned farmland west of Cream 
City for 124 years. After graduat-
ing from Lena High School and the 
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater, 
he served in the U.S. Army flying 
electronic surveillance missions over 
Vietnam and Cambodia in 1969 and 
1970.

He worked the family’s dairy farm 
with his father until the mid-1980s, 
later serving as a loan officer with 
the Federal Land Bank and retiring in 
2009. Bitters recently retired from the 

board of Maple Valley Mutual Insur-
ance, where he had been vice presi-
dent and secretary.

Bitters currently serves on the 
Town of Oconto Plan Commission, 
and he and his wife, Kay, celebrated 
their 53rd wedding anniversary earlier 
this month.

Bednarik said he chose Bitters after 
consulting with Wellens and Town 
Chairmen Patrick Scanlan of Oconto 
and Dick Scott of Stiles. Bitters will 
represent District 16, which covers 
parts of both towns.

Bitters sworn in as newest County Board member
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Oconto County Board Supervisor Tom Bitters is 
sworn in by County Clerk Kim Pytleski during the 
board’s June 18 meeting.

WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

Leadership Oconto County has 
completed its second year, graduat-
ing 13 participants from local busi-
nesses.

The nine-month program 
consists of workshops, seminars, 
discussions and tours with a goal to 
build a pool of citizens with broad 
knowledge of the ideas, issues and 
concerns faced by local communi-
ties, while also promoting personal 

and professional leadership growth 
among the participants.

Each class is tasked with ad-
dressing a need or issue; two proj-
ects are being completed this year.

Group One highlighted the 
importance of volunteers through 
“Volunteer Spotlight” promotions. 
Interviews were held with local 
volunteers with publication of their 
testimonials on social media and 

local radio time.
Group Two shared Oconto Coun-

ty living via “Winning in Oconto 
County” videos highlighting various 
aspects of life in Oconto County. 
Videos will be posted on various 
school and chamber websites.

The program is made possible 
through annual sponsors, includ-
ing Bellin Health, Nicolet Plastics, 
Oconto Falls Area Chamber of 

Commerce, HSHS St. Clare Memo-
rial Hospital and the Oconto Indus-
trial Fund. Sponsorship opportuni-
ties are available at various levels.

Applications to participate in the 
Class of 2020-21 are currently being 
accepted. Information is available at 
www.leadershipoc.org or on Face-
book. Questions can be directed to 
leadershipocontocounty@gmail.
com.

Leadership Oconto County completes second year
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Tourists are flocking to the north-
woods after being cooped up for near-
ly three months, an Oconto County 
Board supervisor said last week.

“Our up-north contacts tell us 
main streets have been jammed with 
ATVs and others each weekend,” Su-
pervisor Rose Stellmacher said during 
the board’s economic development 
report.

Stellmacher distributed copies of 
a new Lakewood Area Outdoor Auto 
Tour brochure prepared by Samantha 
Boucer, tourism coordinator with the 
Oconto County Economic Develop-
ment Corp. (OCEDC)

The full-color, 28-page pamphlet 
features natural features and attrac-
tions in the Chequamegon-Nicolet 
National Forest and the towns of 
Lakewood, Mountain, Townsend, 
Riverview and Doty.

Andy School of the Laona 
State Bank office in Lakewood and 
Townsend Town Chair Carla Van 
Camp are the newest members of the 

OCEDC board of directors, Stellm-
acher said.

Brochure features beauty 
of the northwoods

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

The new Lakewood Area Outdoor Auto Tour bro-
chure is designed as a self-guided tour of north-
ern Oconto County.

WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

Music by the River returns

The monthly Sunset Concert Series will take place as scheduled this summer in Oconto Falls, beginning 
with Friday night’s performance by the Cougars, seen during a previous Music by the River show. The 
band will be set up at East Side Beach from 6-9 p.m., and food and refreshments will be available for 
purchase on the grounds (no carry-ins). Cat 5 is scheduled on July 24, and the Presidents are on tap for 
Aug. 28. FILE | NEW MEDIA

www.newmedia-wi.com
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Circular reasoning

Wisconsin DOT offers tips to help senior drivers with roundabouts

They are one of the few places 
where you can be coming and going 
at the same time.

Roundabouts, a relatively new 
passageway on Wisconsin highways, 
pose challenges for some senior citi-
zens, says the American Automobile 
Association.

A roundabout is a small traffic 
circle that allows vehicles to make 
turns without stop signs or lights. 
Roundabouts move traffic by allow-
ing the car or truck in the circle to 
have the right of way.

Roundabouts are found at less 
than one percent of the intersec-
tions on the state highway system, 
according to the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Transportation. 

As of 2016, 3% of state-controlled 
intersections have traffic signals. Of 
the state’s 383 roundabouts, 220 are 
on the state highway system and 163 
are on local highways.

Roundabouts may be considered 
as an alternative when building 

new intersections or when doing a 
complete reconstruction to correct 
safety or reduce congestion, the 
DOT says. 

They credit roundabouts with re-
ducing the number of severe injury 
crashes and deaths; providing good 
economic value; reducing delay and 
improving traffic flow and provid-
ing a greener alternative with less 
vehicle idling, lower fuel emissions 
and less wasted fuel.

Even with these advantages, 
roundabouts can be the intersec-
tions most avoided by some drivers. 

However, the DOT offers some 
driving tips to make it possible go 
through roundabouts without going 
around the bend:

• Slow down.
• Watch for and obey traffic 

signs.
• Move into the correct lane the 

direction you want to travel as you 
approach the roundabout.

• Yield to pedestrians and bi-
cyclists as you enter and exit the 
roundabout.

• Yield to all lanes of traffic on 

your left before entering.
• Keep your speed low and stay 

in your lane within the roundabout 
(do not change lanes within the 
roundabout).

• Exit carefully to your destina-
tion. Use your right-turn signal, in 
front of the splitter island just prior 
to your exit, to indicate your inten-
tion to exit.

• Watch for large vehicles.
• If there is no oncoming traffic, 

you do not have to stop.

Navigating with large vehicles
By Wisconsin law, drivers must 

yield right-of-way to trucks and 
other large vehicles (and combina-
tions of vehicles, such as trucks 
towing boats or RVs towing cars) 
measuring at least 40 feet long or 10 
feet wide.

That means, give space to larger 
vehicles when approaching and 
driving through roundabouts.

The law was passed in the inter-
est of safety, as commercial trucks 
can weigh up to 80,000 pounds, 
and most larger vehicles have an 

expanded turning radius.
Drivers are asked to remain 

mindful that all motorists approach-
ing a roundabout must yield to any 
traffic already within a roundabout, 
as signed and per law.

If two large vehicles approach a 
roundabout at the same time, the ve-
hicle on the right must yield right-
of-way to the vehicle on the left.

Driving bicycles in a roundabou-
tIf you are riding on the shoulder or 
bike lane, merge into the traffic lane 
before the shoulder ends.

• Signal your intent to move into 
traffic.

• Once inside the roundabout, 
don’t hug the curb.

• Ride close to the middle of the 
lane to prevent cars from passing 
and cutting you off.

• Watch for cars waiting to enter 
the roundabout, as they may not see 
you.

• If you do not want to ride your 
bike in the roundabout, use the side-
walk and proceed as a pedestrian.

cryczek@newmedia-wi.com

By CAROL RYCZEK

Editor-in-chief

CIRCULAR REASONING
Wisconsin law allows large vehicles, such as this truck, to have the right of way in a roundabout, as they often need extra room to make their turns, 
according to the state Department of Transportation. This truck is about to enter a roundabout east of Gillett. CAROL RYCZEK | NEW MEDIA
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Northern Oconto County resi-
dents will have another opportunity 
next month to receive free testing for 
COVID-19.

Bellin Health will sponsor a no-
cost COVID-19 testing site from 10 

a.m. to 6 p.m. July 15 in the parking 
lot of the Krist station, 17215 State 
Highway 32, Lakewood, across the 
street from Bellin Health Lakewood.

The Lakewood testing site will be 
open to any symptomatic or asymp-
tomatic community member. Tests 
will be done via drive-thru, with 
no appointment or provider order 
required.

Bellin offers  
free COVID testing

INVITATION TO BID
TOWN OF BAGLEY, OCONTO COUNTY

 The Town of Bagley, Oconto County is accepting sealed bids for black top overlay 
on Wescott Lake Dr. and T & T Lane. Starting at junction where Wescott Lake Rd. 
Intersects with Wescott Lake Dr. and loops back to connect with Wescott Lake Rd. 
approx. 1450' X 20'. Included in this area is 3 culverts for replacement. Estimate to 
include ,Culverts, Ditching, Mulch & Seeding, Excavation, & traffic control.
 Connecting to Wescott Lake Dr. is T & T Lane that terminates with a cul-de-
sac.This road consists of approx. 620' X 20' to include 3850 SQ foot cul-de-sac. Project 
to be completed by November 1, 2020

THIS IS A L.R.I.P. PROJECT.
 Work to be provided will consist of replacing culverts (3), pulverizing, delivery, 
spreading, compacting, 20 foot wide, 2.5 inches thick of Black top compacted to 
2 inches. In addition the bid will include 1 foot of gravel shoulder on each side of all 
resurfaced road area delivered, spread and graded.

Sealed bids will be accepted until 5:30 PM on Wednesday July 8, 2020.
Send sealed bids to:
 Town of Bagley
 10005 Madsen Rd.
 Suring, Wi. 54174

 The bidders attention is called to the fact that this is not a Prevailing Wage proj-
ect. Sealed bids will be opened at 5:30 PM on Wednesday July 8, 2020 at the Bagley 
Town Hall 9812 County Hwy Z, Pound. Wi. 54161.
 The Town of Bagley reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids or any 
part(s) thereof, waive any informalities in the bidding process, and to accept the bid 
proposal or portion of a bid proposal as deemed the most advantageous to the Town of 
Bagley.

Alan Sleeter, Clerk
Town of Bagley
920-590-0198  WNAXLP

Notice of Bids
Town of How, Oconto County

The Town of How Board is seeking bids for the old antique road grader. 
Deadline for bids are July 9th at 4:00 p.m.

Please send sealed bids to:
Town of How

William Bartz, Jr., Chairman
14410 Cedar Lane
Suring, WI  54174

Please mark the outside envelope GRADER BID.
The Town of How Board reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

Mary Woods, Clerk/Treasure Town of How, Oconto County, WI

CITY OF GILLETT
NOTICE OF RESOLUTION APPROVAL

The following Resolutions have been passed by the Common Council for the City of 
Gillett on June 4, 2020.  A full text of said Resolution may be obtained from the City of 
*illett ClerN¶s 2ffice located at ��� 1 Mc.en]ie $venue, *illett, :,  �����.  3hone�  
������������.

RESOLUTION #  4 -2020
WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
NR 208 - COMPLIANCE MAINTENANCE RESOLUTION

Chelsea Anderson
Deputy Clerk  WNAXLP
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