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Oconto Falls senior Brant 
Rowland earns a competitive 
fishing scholarship with the 
Missouri university. 

PAGE 3

Drury lands  
state champ bass 
fisherman

Special election 
leads the local 
ballot
Candidates in the 89th Assembly 
District race state their case, 
and a review of other races and 
referendums. 
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EASTER WEEKEND ARRIVES
Christians carry crosses along Main Street in Gillett during the 2018 Crosswalk event, which is scheduled to be repeated beginning at noon this Good Friday, 
April 2. The Gillett-Suring Clergy Association hosts the observance, which is intended to be way of identifying with the real Good Friday/Easter message on a 
personal level. Local pastors begin the journey at the Gillett school, with a brief Scripture reading and prayer at each of four stops along the way, concluding 
at St. John’s Lutheran Church where coffee and snacks will be available. The public is welcome to join.� FILE | NEW MEDIA

Felzkowski’s bill allows 
establishments to sell sealed 
alcoholic beverages 
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‘Cocktails to go’  
bill signed into law
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Two bills sponsored by Sen. Mary 
Felzkowski, R-Tomahawk, will make 
it easier for people to get drinks from 
their favorite watering holes, whether 
they’re open or not, and also do some-
thing to rein in the costs of prescrip-
tion drugs.

Until now, alcoholic beverages 
from restaurants and bars could only 
be enjoyed on the premises, which 
was a dilemma for many in the food 
service industry when the coronavi-
rus pandemic required them to close 
off dining areas and, at best, provide 
curbside service. Although many 
restaurants in the area have reopened 
to diners, there are still some requests 
to get curbside service for food and 
beverages, and before Act 9 was 
signed into law by Gov. Tony Evers, 
any beverages distributed had to be 
sans alcohol.

Felzkowski, who was in the Town 
of Oconto Falls on March 27 for a state 
budget listening session, noted that 
her bill, dubbed “cocktails-to-go,” will 
be a good thing for struggling hospital-
ity providers who saw their bottom 
lines plummet during the 12 months 
the pandemic has been in force.

“I’m going to order ahead and get 
a fish fry, and I’m also going to get my 
old-fashioneds with it,” Felzkowski 
said. “This allows a restaurant or 
anyone with a Class B license to sell a 
mixed cocktail, but they have to seal 
it.”

Act 9 allows bars and restaurants to 

sell cocktails in 
tamper-evident 
sealed contain-
ers, which keeps 
with existing laws 
regarding open 
alcohol and drunk 
driving standards. 
Felzkowski said 
that, if somebody 
is pulled over by 
law enforcement, 

those officers will be able to see if the 
alcohol is still sealed up.

Forty other states have a law simi-
lar to Act 9, Felzkowski pointed out, 
so it only made sense that Wisconsin, 
known for its love of beer and other 
intoxicating beverages, catch up with 
the times.

“With an industry that has, in 
my opinion, been unfairly attacked 
through this whole thing, it allows 
them a little bit more of an income 
earning,” Felzkowski said.

Felzkowski’s second bill, Act 21, 
puts parameters in place for Wis-
consin’s pharmacy benefit managers. 
Currently, PBMs are tasked with 
influencing pricing and drug selection, 
but some of their practices make it 
more difficult for patients to get their 
medications at a reasonable price and 
also inflict harm on pharmacies them-
selves, according to Felzkowski.

“A PBM is between an insurance 
company and the actual pharmacy,” 
Felzkowski said. “The idea in the 
beginning was to allow them to negoti-
ate rates, buy in bulk, and really drive 
down the cost of drugs, but there are 

some practices of the PBMs that are 
against the pharmacies.”

This is especially true for the small 
and independent pharmacies, accord-
ing to Felzkowski. Some of the practic-
es in question include predatory audits 
that would withhold if those pharma-
cies didn’t have their Ts crossed and 
Is dotted, she said. She noted that a 
Senate committee hearing revealed 
that, for some PBMs, the audits were 
built into their profit margins.

“We reined them in so that you can 
only audit for waste, fraud or abuse,” 
Felzkowski said. “Other things (in the 
bill) included transparency in pre-
scriptions, and what it does is give our 
small and independent pharmacies 
the ability to continue. It allows them 
to function and it reins in the cost of 
drugs.”

One transparency issue was that 
pharmacies were forbidden by PBMs 
to reveal to customers that they could 
get a generic variant for a cheaper 
cost. Act 21 would forbid such caveats 
and potentially save customers when 
it comes to filling their prescriptions.

“It was illegal for them in their 
contracts with the PBMs,” Felzkowski 
said. “We’re the only country in the 
world that uses a PBM, and the con-
cept was good in the beginning, but 
now there are only three or four PBMs 
in the state, and they’re owned by the 
insurance companies.”

Felzkowski ‘cocktails-to-go’ 
bill signed into law

Evers also signs senator’s bill reining in predatory pharmacy benefit managers
By LEE PULASKI

City Editor

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

MARY FELZKOWSKI

Voters will decide a statewide 
contest for superintendent of public 
instruction, an Assembly seat, local 
referendum questions, and a num-
ber of municipal and school board 
contests when they go to the polls 
Tuesday, April 6, in the annual 
spring election.

Polls will be open 7 a.m. to 8 

p.m.
The Oconto Falls, Lena and 

Oconto school districts are each 
asking taxpayers for permission to 
continue to exceed state-imposed 
levy limits in extensions of initia-
tives that passed four and five years 
ago. The Oconto district is also 
asking voters to borrow $13 million 
to fund improvements at its three 
school buildings.

In eastern Oconto County, vot-
ers in the 89th Assembly District 
will be choosing a representa-
tive to succeed John Nygren, who 
resigned shortly after being elected 
to his eighth two-year term. The 
candidates for that post introduce 
themselves starting on Page 6 of 
this edition. A list of other local 
candidates and sample ballots can 
be found beginning on Page 43.

Voters head to the polls
By NEW MEDIA STAFF
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Many young people are passionate 
about fishing, but very few get the op-
portunity to be rewarded for it.

Oconto Falls High School senior 
Brant Rowland grew up in a family that 
enjoyed fishing and now he will get the 
chance to bass fish for Division II Drury 
University in Springfield, Missouri. 
Rowland signed a letter of intent to join 
the university on March 24.

Rowland also received a scholar-
ship for bass fishing. Drury is one of 
just 13 schools across the country that 
offer bass fishing scholarships, accord-
ing to Rowland.

“It’s unbelievable. I can’t believe it 
most days that I’m going to have this 
opportunity to go out and fish under-
neath their name,” said Rowland. “I’m 
excited for it, just ecstatic.”

In Rowland’s sophomore year, he 
teamed up with then-junior Greg Gott-
heardt. The duo won the Wisconsin 
High School Bass Fishing Champion-
ship before competing in the national 
championship.

Rowland said that helped him get 
noticed by National Youth Director 
Joey Bray, who helped find schools 
that were interested in recruiting new 
anglers.

While keeping an eye out for poten-
tial schools to fish for, Rowland won 
a second state championship in 2020 
with Nick Frisk as a fishing partner.

Bray told Rowland that he had the 
talent to compete at the college level, 

so the Oconto Falls student wrote a 
cover letter and resume and started 
sending it out to schools.

“Immediately, I was getting feed-
back from all sorts of different coaches 
that were wanting me to come check 
out their school,” said Rowland.

Rowland was told to check out 
Drury through some connections he 
made at fishing tournaments. The team 
is coached by Rick Emmitt, who has 
more than 35 years of experience in the 
fishing industry. He’s also managed the 
Bass Pro/Nitro bass fishing team for 13 
years.

“Big names in the fishing industry, 
and I thought that would just benefit 
me more and more as I progressed 
through fishing,” said Rowland of what 
was appealing of Drury.

Connections helped Rowland even-
tually settle on the university. He has a 
few family members within a couple of 
hours, and he said there’s some added 
comfort knowing he’s not too far away 
from home and familiar faces.

Emmitt introduced Rowland to a 
couple of the anglers on the current 
team, including a senior in the biology 
field, which Rowland intends to study 
in. Rowland got nothing but positive 
reviews.

Rowland thanked his fishing part-
ners and Bray for getting him exposed 
to competitive fishing. He also thanked 
his parents Lori and Jerry and the rest 
of his family for their time and support 
over the years.

Oconto Falls’ Rowland lands spot 
on Drury University fishing team

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

sports@newmedia-wi.com

Oconto Falls senior Brant Rowland, center, signs his letter of intent to Drury University alongside his 
parents Lori, left, and Jerry on March 24 at Oconto Falls High School.

MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA
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Proceedings of March 26
John E. Fredenburgh, 36, Suring, 

filed a request for a substitution 
of judge after Judge Jay N. Conley 
declined to recuse himself from 
the case, which involved 24 felony 
counts related to an alleged five-
year sexual relationship with a child 
since she was 12, starting in 2016, 
and a charges of second-degree 
child sex assault in connection with 
an alleged incident with a 14-year-
old girl in 2008. Conley kept bail 
at $500,000 cash with the added 
condition that he have no direct or 
indirect contact with the alleged 
victims, their residences or family 
members, and that he must stay at 
least 50 feet away if there is ever 
incidental contact. The next court 
hearing will be scheduled by the 
new judge in the case.

Joshua J. Young, 28, Oconto, 
pleaded no contest to child abuse 
intentionally causing harm, in 
connection with an incident that 
occurred Oct. 1, 2019. Judge Michael 
T. Judge scheduled sentencing for 
June 16 and ordered a pre-sentence 
investigation.

David J. Burrie Jr., 53, Gillett, 
pleaded no contest to operating a 
motor vehicle while intoxicated 
(sixth offense) and misdemeanor 
failure to stop, in connection with 
a high-speed chase and traffic crash 
on state Highway 32 at Claywood 
Road on Oct. 14. Judge Michael T. 
Judge scheduled sentencing for 
May 24 and ordered a pre-sentence 
investigation.

Proceedings of March 25
Bond was set at $50,000 cash for 

Travis Michael Welch, 25, Shawano, 
after he was charged with repeated 
sexual assault of the same child. 
Judge Jay N. Conley ordered that 
while out on bail, Welch have no 
contact with four specific individu-
als or any minor children under age 
18. His initial appearance was ad-
journed until April 15.

Lee W. Phillips, 40, Oconto, 
pleaded no contest to strangulation-
suffocation, in connection with 
an incident that occurred Aug. 22. 
Judge James A. Morrison scheduled 
sentencing for May 26 and ordered a 
pre-sentence investigation.

Proceedings of March 24
David Elliott Satorius, 30, Apple-

ton, pleaded no contest to a mis-
demeanor charge of theft by false 
representation, in connection with 
an incident that occurred July 29, 
2018. A related felony charge was 
dismissed in a plea agreement. Judge 
Jay N. Conley levied $573 in court 
costs and fees and ordered Satorius 
to pay $462 restitution forthwith.

Bond was set at $10,000 cash for 
Taylor R. Peterson, 28, Wabeno, 
after he was charged with three 
counts of possession of narcotic 
drugs and misdemeanor counts of 
operating a motor vehicle while in-
toxicated (second offense), posses-
sion of THC and possession of drug 
paraphernalia, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
March 22. His initial appearance was 
adjourned until April 15.

Proceedings of March 23
Armando A. Pena, 24, Green Bay, 

pleaded no contest to possession of 
amphetamine, in connection with 
an incident that occurred Oct. 27. 
Judge Michael T. Judge scheduled 
sentencing for June 18 and ordered a 
pre-sentence investigation.

David Jordan Engel, 38, Oconto 
Falls, pleaded no contest to theft of 
movable property, in connection 
with an incident that occurred Aug. 
16. Judge Michael T. Judge sched-
uled sentencing for May 21 and or-
dered a pre-sentence investigation.

Bond was set at $2,500 cash for 
Damian Jade Borman, 21, Little Sua-
mico, after he was charged with fel-
ony bail jumping and misdemeanor 
counts of theft and possession of a 
controlled substance, in connection 
with an incident that allegedly oc-
curred March 22. His initial appear-
ance was adjourned until April 15.

Proceedings of March 22
Bond was set at $2,500 cash for 

David R. Riskus, 33, Oconto, after he 
was charged with felony bail jump-
ing, five counts of misdemeanor bail 
jumping, possession of drug para-
phernalia and resisting or obstruct-
ing an officer, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
Jan. 28. A preliminary hearing was 
scheduled for April 5.

Bond was set at $5,000 cash for 
Casey James Kelly, 32, Pound, after 
he was charged with first-degree 
recklessly endangering safety, 
strangulation-suffocation, aggra-
vated battery and misdemeanor dis-

orderly conduct, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
March 20. His initial appearance 
was adjourned until April 15.

O CO N TO  CO U N T Y  C I R C U I T  CO U RT

OCONTO FALLS: The 38th annual St. Anthony 
School Auction, “Be The Light,” is about to go “live” 
online.  
Bidding is scheduled to open at noon Sunday, 
April 4, at the BiddingOwl fundraising auction 
website, and continue through 6 p.m. April 11. Items 
may be viewed and bid at www.biddingowl.com/
StAnthonySchool21893. 
Usually a live event, the auction is the school’s 
largest fundraiser of the year, usually accounting 
for more than half of its annual $75,000 fundraising 
goal. Many of its fundraisers have been changed or 
canceled during the pandemic. 
St. Anthony School is the last Catholic grade school 
remaining in Oconto County and is open to all faiths.

GILLETT: Hillside Assembly of God invites children 
of all faiths to its Easter Eggstravaganza from 10 a.m. 
to noon Saturday, April 3, at the church, 5890 State 
Highway 22 West, Gillett. 
Kids will win candy while playing carnival-style 

games, free of charge. Register online at www.
hillsideassembly.com/egghunt. 
Hillside is also hosting an Easter breakfast at 9 a.m. 
Sunday, April 4, followed by a 10 a.m. service.

OCONTO FALLS: Grace Lutheran Church, 501 
S. Main St., Oconto Falls, plans to hold Easter 
services at 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Sunday, 
April 4. Seating is limited due to COVID; go to www.
graceocontofalls.org to sign up to attend; services 
will also be livestreamed.

OCONTO FALLS: An American Red Cross blood 
drive is scheduled for 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, April 9, at United Methodist Church, 165 
N. Farm Road, Oconto Falls. For information or to 
register, call 1-800-733-2767 or visit RedCrossBlood.
org.

LENA: The Lena Pathfinders will be holding their 
27th annual rummage sale from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Friday, April 9, and Sunday, April 11 (no Saturday 

hours), at the American Legion Hall, 412 E. Main St., 
Lena. 
Because of COVID, the sale could not be held last 
spring. This sale provides funds for the Lena Seventh-
day Adventist young people to enjoy club activities, 
such as camping trips, and to purchase supplies used 
toward completing over 480 honor badges. This fall, 
the Pathfinders are planning to attend the Lake Union 
Camporee in Michigan. 
Along with the club activities, the youth are also 
involved in community service. This past winter they 
collected food, hats, mittens and socks that were 
donated to the “Feed My Sheep” food pantry in Lena.

SURING: YMCA Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya, 12101 Y Camp 
Road, Suring, is hosting its annual Maple Sugar 
Festival and Open House from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, April 10. 
The event celebrates the arrival of spring and 
the age-old tradition of making maple syrup. 
Visitors may tour the camp, watch tree tapping 

demonstrations and enjoy a plate of pancakes and 
sausages with real maple syrup. This event is free 
and open to all ages; donations accepted.

SURING: Tickets must be purchased by April 
10 for the Suring Area Historical Society Spring 
Breakfast, which is scheduled for Sunday, April 18, 
at the St. John Lutheran Church multipurpose room. 
The event features a hearty breakfast, a quilt raffle 
and 50/50 raffle. The feature for the day will be St. 
John Lutheran Ladies world relief quilts on display. 
Proceeds support the Suring Museum Roof Repair.

GILLETT: Hillside Assembly of Gillett will be hosting 
a weekly DivorceCare Support Group from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Sundays beginning April 11. Childcare will be 
available, and a light lunch will be served. 
There is a $20 fee for the workbook, but scholarships 
are available. For information, visit www.
hillsideassembly.com or call 920-855-2962.

Share your organization’s or church’s special events 
with an email to editorial@newmedia-wi.com.

C A L E N DA R

The victim of a fatal crash March 
22 in the Town of Underhill has been 
identified as a 21-year-old Neopit 
woman.

According to an Oconto County 
Sheriff’s Department traffic report, 
Brina Jade Neconish died after the car 
she was driving failed to negotiate a 
curve on County Road W near Kalaus 
Road, struck two road signs and a tree 
before coming to rest in a wooded 
area.

The car was fully engulfed in 
flames when a fire crew arrived short-
ly after the 3:10 a.m. crash. Neconish 
was pronounced dead at the scene.

A funeral service for Neconish, 
also known as Brina Neconish-
Beauprey, was held March 27 at St. 
Anthony’s Catholic Church in Neopit.

Crash victim was 
Neopit woman

This is the Friday-only 
COVID-19 Journal version of 

NEW Media’s  
Shawano Leader, Wittenberg 

Enterprise & Birnamwood 
News and Oconto County 

Times Herald. Find us online 
at www.newmedia-wi.com
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O B I T UA R I E S

Gerald “Jerry” Wicinski, 79, Stiles, 
died Wednesday morning, March 24, 
2021, at home, surrounded by his lov-
ing family, following a short illness. 
He was born June 1, 1941, in Ham-
mond, Indiana, to Frank and Florence 
(Ogrodowski) Wicinski. Jerry grew 
up in Calumet City, Illinois, where he 
attended St. Andrews Catholic grade 
school and developed a deep affec-
tion for Bishop Sheen, carrying the 
bishop’s picture with him his entire 
adult life. Following graduation from 
high school, Jerry attended Purdue 
University and worked for his uncle 
building homes.

On Sept. 8, 1962, he married his 
high school sweetheart Marge “Sis” 

Pawlak at Mother 
of God Catholic 
Church in Burn-
ham, IL. Following 
their marriage, 
the couple lived 
in Calumet City 
where Jerry 
started a 25-year 
career with Repub-
lic Steel, working 

his way up to superintendent. In 1987, 
the couple moved to Stiles and Jerry 
worked as a representative for Bank-
ers Life Insurance Co. Living in Stiles, 
Jerry felt like he was living in God’s 
country and serving Him as a de-
voted member of St. Patrick Catholic 

Church in numerous capacities.
Survivors are his loving and 

devoted wife of 58 years, Marge “Sis” 
Wicinski, Stiles; their three children, 
Jerome (Denise) Wicinski, Shiocton; 
Jacqueline (Rey) Mireles and Julie 
(Jim) Basich, all of Valparaiso, Indi-
ana; three grandchildren, Niko and 
Payton Mireles, Brittany Wicinski; 
one great-grandson, Anubis Wicin-
ski; one brother, Thomas Wicinski, 
Wheatfield, Indiana; one brother-in-
law, Ronald Romandine Sr., Florida; 
special nieces and nephews, Ronald 
(Carrie) Romandine Jr. and children 
Corrina and Connor; Anthony (Cindy) 
Romandine and children Syd, Izzy, 
Ally and Adrian; Jill (Dave) Brasier 

and children Sam and Bri; Amy 
(Chris) Romandine-Kratz; Toni Lynn, 
Renee, Tommy and Emily Wicinski.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents, infant son Michael and sister-
in-law, Jeannette Romandine.

Visitation was after 9 a.m. Sat-
urday, March 27, 2021, at St. Patrick 
Catholic Church in Stiles until the 
Mass of Christian Burial at 11 a.m. at 
the church with the Rev. Frs. Greg 
Parent and Bob Karuhn officiating. 
Burial will follow in the church cem-
etery. Jones Funeral Service in Oconto 
Falls is serving the Wicinski family.

Wallace “Wally” J. Reed Jr., 81, 
of Gillett, went home peacefully 
on Friday, March 26, 2021. Wally 
was born on Feb. 22, 1940, in Maple 
Valley, the son of the late Wallace 
Sr. and Freda (Vorpahl) Reed. He 
was a dedicated husband, father, 
friend, and mentor to many people 
and family members in his lifetime. 
Wally was a quiet, easy going, 
spiritual man. He was a hard-work-
ing man and started cutting wood 
alongside his father when he was 11 
years old. Wally continued logging 
later in life with his eldest son for 
many years. On July 25, 1959, he 
married Karen Schultz at St. John 
Catholic Church in Gillett. Wally 
in his spare time was a great phi-
losopher, reader and writer, having 

wrote numerous 
articles. He loved 
going on trips on 
his motorcycle 
with his wife, 
Karen. Wally was 
a proud member 
of the motor-
cycle group, “The 
Fossils.” He also 
attended Sunday 

breakfast at the Country Roads 
Diner in Gillett.

Wally is survived by his wife, 
Karen; three daughters, Kym (Dan) 
Abler of Sturgeon Bay, Treana 
(Paul) Van Rens of Gillett, and 
Sharlene (Augie) Giese of Gillett; 
two sons, Shawn (Karen) of Gillett 
and Ethan (Allison) of Green Bay; 

grandchildren, Dennis Helgeland, 
Kristin Zorn, Shera Giese, Delaney 
Reed, Braeden Reed, Taryn Reed, 
Zowie Reed; great-grandchildren, 
Martin and Mason Helgeland. three 
brothers, Phillip (Janice) Reed, 
Stanley (Ruth) Reed and Dwight 
(Gerri) Reed; four sisters, Vivian 
(Ken) Pearse, Colleen (Joe) Wicker, 
Valerie (Roger) Fernandez and 
Maureen (Robert) Fernandez. He is 
further survived by other relatives 
and friends.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents.

Per Wally’s wishes, no services 
will be held. Gruetzmacher Funeral 
Home in Suring is assisting the 
family with arrangements. Online 
condolences can be expressed at 

www.gruetzmacherfuneralhome.
com.

The family would like to thank 
the staffs of Unity Hospice and 
Meadowbrook at Oconto Falls 
Nursing Home for the care and 
compassion offered to Wally and 
his family during his time of need.

Larry H. Gipp, 84, of Suring, passed 
away on Monday, March 22, 2021, 
with family by his side. Larry was 
born on Jan. 1, 1937, to the late Herbert 
and Isabel (Gerndt) Gipp in the town 
of How. He attended Grignon School 
and Gillett Elementary School; he 
went on to graduate from Suring High 
School in 1954. After high school, 
Larry worked at Allen Bradley in 
Milwaukee. Larry served his country 
in the United States Air Force from 
1959 to 1965. On July 15, 1961, Larry 
married the love of his life, Carolyn 
Ruege, at St. John Lutheran Church in 
Gillett. The couple moved to Suring 
to work on the family farm in 1964. In 
1965, Larry purchased a Standard Oil 
gas route and then the couple’s home 
in 1966. Larry later bought Larry’s 
Garage from the Elfe family and ran 
it until 1986. He was the caretaker 
of the Shawaukee Game Farm from 
1985 until his retirement. During his 

retirement, Larry 
enjoyed building 
his Ford Jubilee 
tractor and taking 
care of Carolyn. 
He also enjoyed 
building and flying 
radio controlled 
model airplanes 
with his friends up 
North. Larry was a 

part of the Suring Area Historical So-
ciety and was well-known as a prolific 
photographer. He also served on the 
Suring Village Board as the Village 
Trustee from 2003 to 2014. Larry was 
a member and elder at Mount Olive 
Lutheran Church in Suring.

Larry is survived by his wife of al-
most 60 years, Carolyn; two children, 
Lisa Gipp and Colin (Alicia) Gipp; 
six grandchildren, Beau (Allison) 
Gagnon, Cara Pionek, John Pionek, 
Lydia Pionek, Matthew Gipp, and 

Joshua Gipp; step-grandchildren, Bri-
anna (Wardell) Ashford and Brittany 
Lancour; seven great-grandchildren, 
Henry Styczynski, Sydney Gagnon, 
Braxton Youngs, Jordyn Gagnon, 
Elyana Gagnon, Lakelyn Gagnon, 
and Santrell Ashford; two siblings, 
Muriel Klein and Curt (Joanne) Gipp; 
brother-in-law, Glenroy “Tony” 
Tietyen. He is further survived by 
nieces, nephews, other relatives, and 
friends.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents; mother- and father-in-law, 
Arthur and Lydia Ruege; brothers-
in-law, Ralph Klein, Ronald Ruege, 
and Arthur “Jim” Ruege; sisters-in-
law, Betty (Richard) Hill and Agatha 
Tietyen; nephew, Gary Tietyen.

Visitation was held on Friday, 
March 26, 2021, at Mount Olive Lu-
theran Church in Suring from 10 a.m. 
until the funeral service at 1 p.m. with 
Pastor Michael Paholke officiating. 

Larry will be interred in Mount Olive 
Lutheran Cemetery. Gruetzmacher 
Funeral Home in Suring is assisting 
the family with arrangements. Online 
condolences can be expressed at 
www.gruetzmacherfuneralhome.com.

The family would like to thank 
the staff of Serenity Gardens for the 
excellent care and compassion offered 
to Larry and his family during their 
time of need.

Gerald Wicinski

Wallace J. Reed Jr.

Larry H. Gipp
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Elijah Behnke
I am a proud resident of the 89th 

district, born 
and raised on a 
farm. I learned 
the value of 
hard work at 
an early age, 
always work-
ing odd jobs to 
make money. I 
currently am a 
small business 
owner and live 
on a hobby farm 
with my beauti-

ful wife and two wonderful daugh-
ters. I went to college to become 
a youth pastor and am currently 
a ministry leader at my church. I 
am a proud hunter and sportsman 
and want to be a voice for our rural 
residents and communities.

For me, I believe in a govern-
ment that is by the people and for 
the people. I grew up on a farm and 
run a hobby farm myself. Farmers 
and other rural business owners 
will have a champion in me.

I am pro-life and pro Second 
Amendment and will never back 
down on my beliefs. I will always 
vote for pro-life policies as I be-
lieve every single life is precious. 
I will vote for policies that protect 
your right to own a firearm to hunt 
and to protect yourself. I have 
support from pro-life groups like 
Pro Life Wisconsin and Wisconsin 
Right to Life.

I am a small business owner 
who knows what it’s like to save 
every penny to put back into my 
business to support my family and 
create jobs. We need a representa-
tive who knows what it is like to 
build a business and to create jobs 

in our community. I am honored 
to be supported by many business 
owners

The size of our government is 
too big; we need to trim the bureau-
cracy and support fiscally respon-
sible budgets. I won’t be afraid to 
even stand up to my own party 
if they support budgets or other 
legislation that isn’t conservative 
enough.

Keeping our community safe is 
important to me. I am lucky to be 
supported by some of our sheriffs 
and other law enforcement. We 
need to address issues like human 
trafficking and tackle the opioid 
pandemic.

As a father to two young daugh-
ters, I realize the importance of 
a quality education. Our current 
education system is failing our sons 
and daughters. We need to get our 
kids back into schools.

The governor is out of control. 
We need someone who will stand 
up to him, not enable him. The 
pandemic response in this state has 
been a complete mess, from out-
of-control restrictions to an unem-
ployment system in need of a total 
rehaul. We need a representative 
who will fight for change.

If elected, I will never lie to you. 
I promise that I will hear your con-
cerns and I will have your back. As 
you may have seen or heard, when 
I knock on doors I jog from door 
to door. I will be relentless in my 
pursuit to serve you. I humbly ask 
for your vote.

Karl Jaeger
I have lived in the area for 15 

years, and I am happy to be raising 
my family here. Mariel (Carter) and 
I have two daughters, Charlotte and 
Jane, both of whom are enrolled at 
the Peshtigo Elementary Learning 
Center. I am proud to say Mariel is 
currently serving our community 
as the president of the Peshtigo 
School Board.

I graduated from Northern 
Michigan University in 2004. I cur-

rently work as 
an IT Analyst. 
I am proudly 
serving as an 
elected Marinet-
te County Board 
supervisor and 
a member of the 
Town of Peshti-
go Citizens’ 
PFAS Advisory 
Committee.

I’m not a professional politi-
cian — I’m a working dad. I’m 
running for this office to improve 
the lives of my neighbors, and to 
build Northeast Wisconsin into a 
place where my children will want 
to stay to raise their own families. I 
believe the primary function of our 
state government is to protect our 
citizens’ health and safety.

I will be a voice for our future 
so that every child who is raised 
in Wisconsin has every possible 
opportunity they can get — start-
ing with ready access to quality 
maternal and prenatal care and a 
lifetime of affordable health care; 
a world-class public education; a 
clean, protected environment; and 
equitable, sustainable, economic 
opportunities right here at home.

I am prepared to sit down with 
my colleagues in the Legislature 
to: reintroduce the CLEAR Act to 
finally regulate PFAS in Wisconsin, 
and to restore our “Prove it First” 
mining law to protect Wisconsin 
from the dangers of sulfide mining; 
expand BadgerCare with federal 
Medicaid dollars, which will save 
Wisconsin $185 million annually 
and also extend insurance cover-
age to over 180,000 more working 
people; restore the state’s commit-
ment to fund two-thirds of our K-12 
public school costs; and expand 
broadband access in our rural com-
munities.

In my time on the County Board, 
I’ve learned the importance of 
working in a non-partisan way to 
solve problems rather than divid-

ing people into us-against-them 
political factions. Politics shouldn’t 
be an us-against-them team sport — 
our economy and our people can’t 
afford more party-line political 
games. Protecting the environment, 
expanding health care, funding 
schools, and expanding broadband 
should be non-partisan issues.

I look forward to building rela-
tionships on both sides of the aisle 
in the Legislature. Working to-
gether, we can take back our state’s 
proud traditions of a clean envi-
ronment; great schools; good jobs; 
and a common-sense, people-first 
approach to addressing the needs 
of our citizens and our communi-
ties. Together, we can advance our 
shared values for a safe, prosper-
ous, and environmentally secure 
future.

I am committed to the citizens 
and communities of the District, 
and to the future of Wisconsin as a 
whole. I have experience in govern-
ment and a history of public ser-
vice. I am ready to get to work for 
every citizen of the 89th Assembly 
District, and I will be accountable 
to my constituents.

For more information on my 
positions, please see JaegerForWis-
consin.com or visit me at facebook.
com/JaegerForWisconsin.

Thank you very much for your 
time.

Candidates for 89th Assembly 
District seat state their case

Behnke, Jaeger 
square off in 

Tuesday’s election

EDITOR’S NOTE
Elijah Behnke, Republican, and Karl Jaeger, 

Democrat, are the candidates in a special election 
Tuesday, April 6, to fill the unexpired term of former 
state Rep. John Nygren through 2022. The 89th 
Assembly District stretches from Marinette County 
to the Green Bay area, including the city of Oconto 
and the Oconto County towns of Abrams, Little River, 
Little Suamico, Oconto, Pensaukee and Stiles.

We asked the candidates to introduce 
themselves and describe “the political philosophy 
that will inform your votes in the Assembly and the 
issues that fuel your desire to serve.”

ELIJAH BEHNKE

KARL JAEGER

Visit us online at www.newmedia-wi.com
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A state budget listening session 
held by Sen. Mary Felzkowski, R-
Tomahawk, and Rep. Jeff Mursau, 
R-Crivitz, saw sparse attendance 
March 27 at the Oconto Falls Town 
Hall, but those who attended had 
plenty of concerns for the state 
legislators.

Felzkowski, who sits on the Sen-
ate Joint Committee on Finance, 
noted that certain powers the 
Wisconsin Legislature had years ago 
have since been abdicated to the 
governor. With the potential of an 
11% tax hike, according to Felzkows-
ki, being proposed by Gov. Tony 
Evers, the Legislature is looking at 
taking some of those powers back.

“It’s basically been decided we’re 
not going to work off the governor’s 
budget, but we’re going to work off a 
base budget,” Felzkowski said. “This 
means we take the last session’s 
budget and work off of that.”

Mursau noted that was why the 
Legislature is also trying to take 
control of the stimulus money 
expected to come into the state. 
Wisconsin is expected to get about 
$5.2 billion, with $2 billion going to 
municipalities, counties and school 
districts. That leaves more than $3 
billion that the state has to figure 
where to spend.

“The governor has a lot of discre-
tion on where he puts it, and he’s 
the last person to say, that’s where 
it goes,” Mursau said. “We’re saying 
that the Senate and the Assembly 
should have some say in that.”

Felzkowski noted that, when the 
Great Recession took place in 2009 
and federal funds were funneled to 
states then to help out, then-Gov. 
Jim Doyle and lawmakers worked 
out language that allowed for 
legislative oversight on where the 
money goes. Back then, the Demo-
crats dominated the Legislature, 
while Republicans are the major-
ity party now. Because of the party 
difference, Democrat Evers is not 
recommending that same level of 
oversight, she said.

“There is a precedent that was 
set in 2009,” Felzkowski said. “When 
huge amounts of federal money 
came in, the Legislature had a say in 
where it was assigned. The governor 
puts out a spending plan, we review 
it, and we might say, governor, 

maybe you should do some things 
over here, or it just goes through. 
It’s not an active review; it’s a pas-
sive review.”

There are also some portions of 
Evers’ budget where money is being 
spent before it’s even collected, in 
Mursau’s view. One example he cit-
ed is the governor’s plan to legalize 
recreational and medical marijuana, 
which has not been decided by the 
Legislature.

“We don’t even know what kind 
of revenue that would bring in,” 
Mursau said. “There are a number of 
situations where he does that.”

The legislators also talked about 
broadband internet access, an issue 
affecting rural areas across the state. 
Evers is proposing earmarking $200 
million to expand broadband across 
the state, much more than has been 
spent in recent years, but the Legis-
lature is looking at spending more 
than double that, about $500 million.

“This is one-time money that 
would get our rural areas caught up 
on broadband, especially those who 
don’t have it at all,” Mursau said.

“That could be a one-time thing 

where we’re not growing govern-
ment and having ongoing costs 
associated with our spending,” Felz-
kowski added.

Felzkowski and Mursau also 
discussed issues involving fire de-
partments and emergency services. 
Felzkowski noted that ambulance 
and emergency services were the 
No. 1 topic she heard at the Oconto 
Falls listening session and the other 
three she held on March 27.

“We’re hitting crisis mode around 
this,” Felzkowski said, noting that 
some people with ambulance com-
panies she talked to were unable to 
get contracts with municipalities.

Mursau has a bill circulating in 
the current legislative session that 
would put about $25 million into fire 
and rescue services earmarked for 
receiving emergency calls. Mursau 
noted there’s a tax that already ex-
ists on phone bills that would pay 
for this.

Felzkowski said there’s also an 
issue with unions and volunteer 
agencies providing fire and emer-
gency medical services. She noted 
the unions don’t want there to be 

volunteer fire departments anymore.
“What the big union guys want is 

for fire and EMS to become essential 
services,” she said. “If that happens, 
the state is obligated to provide hun-
dreds of millions of dollars to have 
full-time fire departments around 
the state.”

Another topic Felzkowski 
touched on is term limits in Con-
gress. The state Legislature is 
examining the possibility of call-
ing an Article V convention to 
bring that up. So far, 15 states have 
passed resolutions calling for such 
a convention, and 12 more states are 
taking it up. At least 34 states must 
pass such resolutions to call such a 
convention, and then 38 states must 
approve any proposals brought to it.

“It won’t happen overnight,” Felz-
kowski said. “This is a long haul, but 
I firmly believe that if we’re going to 
rein in the federal government, this 
is the only way we’re going to do it.”

The joint finance committee is 
expected to discuss the state budget 
on April 12.

Tax hikes, federal funds discussed by legislators
Broadband access and emergency services also topics at budget listening session

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

State Sen. Mary Felzkowski, R-Tomahawk, answers an audience member’s question during a budget listening session March 27 at Oconto Falls Town Hall as 
Rep. Jeff Mursau, R-Crivitz, listens. The pair discussed a number of issues, including broadband access, emergency services and the federal stimulus.

LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com



PAGE 8  •  OCT  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2021

March 25
Deputies logged 42 incidents, 

including the following:
Suspicious — reported in the 7100 

block of state Highway 22, Stiles, 12:01 
a.m.

Structure fire — reported in the 
4000 block of Molitor Road, Town of 
Oconto, 7:04 a.m.

Property damage — reported in 
the 5000 block of Geano Beach Road, 
Abrams, 8:40 a.m.

Attempted fraud — reported in the 
7000 block of Red Bank Road, How, 
11:09 a.m.

Suspicious — reported in the 200 
block of North McKenzie Street, City 
of Gillett, 4:31 p.m.

Suspicious — reported along South 
Sandhill Lane, Brazeau, 7:20 p.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 
5900 block of Duame Road, Stiles, 7:54 
p.m.

Traffic — Deputies logged three 
traffic stops, two traffic hazards, one 
citizen assist and four miscellaneous 
traffic incidents.

911 — Three 911 hangups and one 
open line were investigated.

Ambulance — One ambulance call 
was received.

March 24
Deputies logged 38 incidents, 

including the following:
Disturbance — reported in the 

9000 block of County Road I, Stiles, 
4:03 a.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 
12000 block of County Road VV, Un-
derhill, 6:58 a.m.

Suspicious — reported in the 200 
block of Pleasant View Drive, Chase, 
9:41 a.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 
5000 block of Duame Road, Stiles, 3:32 
p.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 
8000 block of Swede Town Road, 
Little River, 4:26 p.m.

Noise disturbance — reported in 
the 15000 block of Long Street, Lake-
wood, 7:37 p.m.

Drugs — reported at an address in 
Abrams, 5:19 p.m.

Traffic — Deputies logged six traf-
fic stops, one citizen assist and two 
miscellaneous traffic incidents.

Welfare check — Officers conduct-
ed one welfare check.

911 — Six open 911 lines were inves-
tigated.

Accidents — Deputies logged two 
deer-related crashes.

Ambulance — One ambulance call 
was received.

March 23
Deputies logged 37 incidents, in-

cluding the following:
Noise disturbance — reported in 

the 200 block of Birch Avenue, City of 
Oconto Falls, 12:51 a.m.

Property damage — reported in 
the 7000 block of Waschbisch Road, 
Town of Oconto Falls, 9:39 a.m.

Attempted fraud — reported in the 
2000 block of Kunzers Beach Lane, 
Pensaukee, 4:09 p.m.

Suspicious — reported in the 
700 block of County Road B, City of 
Oconto Falls, 11:26 p.m.

Weapon offense — reported in the 
6000 block of County Road I, Stiles, 
11:46 p.m.

Traffic — Deputies logged three 
traffic stops, two traffic offenses, one 

citizen assist and four miscellaneous 
traffic incidents.

Welfare check — Officers conduct-
ed four welfare checks.

911 — Three 911 hangups and one 
open line were investigated.

Accidents — Deputies responded 
to a crash in the 3000 block of County 
Road A, Little River, 6:28 p.m., and 
logged one deer-related crash.

March 22
Deputies logged 53 incidents, in-

cluding the following:
Fatal crash — reported along 

County Road VV near Kalaus Road, 
Underhill, 3:10 a.m.

Trespassing — reported near 
Hunts Lane and Shawano Line Road, 
Town of Gillett, 7:07 a.m.

Suspicious — reported in the 14000 
block of state Highway 32-64, Moun-
tain, 8:50 a.m.

Lewd and lascivious — reported 
at the jail, 220 Arbutus Ave., Oconto, 
1:36 p.m.

Threatening — reported in the 
7000 block of Columbia Street, Town 
of Oconto Falls, 3:12 p.m.

Suspicious — reported in the 6000 
block of Military Road, Stiles, 4:10 
p.m.

Lewd and lascivious — reported 
in the 17000 block of County Road F, 
Lakewood, 4:39 p.m.

Theft — reported in the 400 block 
of Madeline Lane, Little Suamico, 
10:36 p.m.

Illegal burning — reported in 
the 8000 block of state Highway 64, 
Brazeau, 11:50 p.m.

Traffic — Deputies logged six traf-
fic stops, two citizen assists and one 
miscellaneous traffic incident.

Welfare check — Officers conduct-
ed two welfare checks.

911 — Two 911 hangups and five 
open lines were investigated.

Accidents — Deputies responded 
to a property-damage crash near U.S. 
41-141 and West Brown Road, Little 
Suamico, 4:13 p.m.

March 21
Deputies logged 44 incidents, 

including the following:
Disturbance — reported in the 300 

block of Sixth Street, City of Oconto, 
9:14 a.m.

Fire — reported in the 100 block of 
West Highland Drive, City of Oconto 
Falls, 4:07 p.m.

Traffic — Deputies logged 13 traffic 
stops, four traffic offenses and three 
miscellaneous traffic incidents.

Welfare check — Officers conduct-
ed one welfare check.

911 — Two 911 hangups and three 

open lines were investigated.
Accidents — Deputies logged one 

deer-related crash.
Ambulance — Two ambulance 

calls were received.

March 20
Deputies logged 40 incidents, 

including the following:
Disturbance — reported in the 300 

block of Birch Avenue, City of Gillett, 
9:36 a.m.

Suspicious — reported in the 9000 
block of County Road G, Spruce, 10:19 
a.m.

Structure fire — reported in the 
2000 block of Frog Pond Road, Town 
of Oconto, 10:45 a.m.

Noise disturbance — reported in 
the 15000 block of Long Street, Lake-
wood, 8:43 p.m.

Fireworks — reported in the 16000 
block of Elm Street, Townsend, 11:36 
p.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 200 
block of Frank Street, City of Oconto, 
11:58 p.m.

Traffic — Deputies logged seven 
traffic stops, one traffic hazard, two 
citizen assists and three miscellaneous 
traffic incidents.

911 — Four 911 hangups and seven 
open lines were investigated.

March 19
Deputies logged 40 incidents, 

including the following:
Fraud — reported in the 5000 

block of Dar Ken Court, Little Sua-
mico, 10:06 a.m.

Fire — reported in the 11000 block 
of Tom Post Road, Brazeau, 1:39 p.m.

Suspicious — reported in the 12000 
block of Spring Lane, How, 9:11 p.m.

Traffic — Deputies logged two 
traffic stops, two traffic hazards, two 
traffic offenses, two citizen assists and 
four miscellaneous traffic incidents.

Welfare check — Officers conduct-
ed one welfare check.

911 — Two 911 hangups and one 
open line were investigated.

Accidents — Deputies responded 
to a property-damage crash near 
County Road D and U.S. 41-141, 
Abrams, 3:21 p.m.; and a property-
damage crash in the 8000 block of 
River Road, How, 7:40 p.m.; and 
logged one deer-related crashes.

March 18
Deputies logged 30 incidents, 

including the following:
Disturbance — reported in the 

5000 block of Duame Road, Stiles, 
midnight.

Drugs — reported at an address in 
the City of Gillett, 6:59 a.m.

O CO N TO  CO U N T Y  S H E R I F F ’S  D E PA RT M E N T

PARKVIEW
APARTMENTS

Oconto Falls
WHEDA

Subsidized Housing
1, 2, 3, Bedroom Apts.

MERIDIAN GROUP

920-846-3009
Equal Opportunity 
Housing
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Rural Health Initiative operating under ThedaCare
RHI, which helps rural families, can now focus more on helping rather than fundraising

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

On Jan. 1, the Rural Health Initia-
tive became a program that is oper-
ated under ThedaCare.

The Rural Health Initiative will 
now be known as the ThedaCare 
Rural Health Initiative. The RHI is 
a program ran by executive direc-
tor Rhonda Strebel for the last 17 
years. The focus of the program 
is to reach out to the community 
and help those who may not have 
access to a physician. The nonprofit 
program is set on engaging in popu-
lation health.

Strebel often reaches out to farm-
ers in rural areas within Shawano, 
Outagamie and Waupaca counties. 
She and her staff physically go out 
to rural homes and farms to help 
those individuals with their health 
needs.

While being under the umbrella 
of ThedaCare, RHI has the ability 
to worry less about fundraising and 
applying for grants and more about 
what they can do to help people that 
are in need.

“We just want to make a differ-
ence for families,” said Strebel.

Amy and Derick Zernicke recent-
ly got in contact with Strebel and 
the RHI to help their family. Derick 
Zernicke, a longtime farmer, was 
suffering from effects of stress and 
seasonal affective disorder. Without 
sufficient access or time to go to a 
hospital or physician, Amy Zernicke 
reached out to Strebel for help.

Strebel came out to the farm in 
Landstad and recommended simple 
remedies, like taking vitamin D and 
installing seasonal affective disorder 
lights into the house. She also rec-
ommended that writing in a journal 
could help. After not seeing much of 
a change, Strebel recommended that 
they should go in to see a doctor and 
receive medicine. Symptoms started 
to disappear, and Derick Zernicke 
began to feel better.

The Zernicke family expressed 
their gratitude towards Strebel and 
the program for making the trip out 
to be with the family.

“My husband is thankful and I 
am grateful that Rhonda was able 
to come out and help us,” said Amy 

Zernicke. “We even keep in contact 
today.”

Amy Zernicke posted updates 
on her Facebook page detailing the 
situation and the help that Strebel 
provided. This opened up the com-
munity’s eyes to the program, as 
well as gave her a platform to talk 
about what happened.

RHI is dedicated to helping and 
supporting rural farming families, 
like the Zernickes. Strebel believes 
that farms and farmers play a signifi-
cant role in the community.

“Farms are very important to the 
community,” said Strebel. “They are 
a lifeline for food.”

With farming families not having 
sufficient access or not having time 
to see a doctor, the RHI is available 
to come to them.

“We are unique, in that we go to 
them when they need assistance,” 
said Strebel.

When RHI staff go out to meet 
with families, they often check 
blood pressure, glucose and choles-
terol. This leads to the staff of the 
program being able to recommend 
what the next step could be towards 

recovery. The staff also provides 
these individuals with a “listening 
ear,” according to Strebel, where 
they can have conversations about 
what is happening and how the two 
parties can work together to im-
prove it.

With RHI now being operated 
under ThedaCare, they have become 
closer with health care within the 
hospital, even though RHI has had 
an office in the clinic on County 
Road B for years. This allows for 
easier and more efficient communi-
cation when trying to prescribe the 
help farmers or agriculture workers 
need.

Strebel said that the community 
has become very supportive and 
appreciative of the program. Those 
individuals who have been helped 
have even kept personal relation-
ships with Strebel and the rest of the 
staff.

“Trust is built,” said Strebel. 
“94% of people that we recommend 
referrals to end up going through 
with them.”

lreimer@newmedia-wi.com

For more than 16 years, the Rural Health Initiative has provided safe, convenient access to care through in-home/on-site preventive health screenings for farm families. This photo was taken in 2015 at the Rem-
inger Family Farm in Leopolis. On Jan. 1, RHI started operating under ThedaCare.� CONTRIBUTED
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B U S I N E S S

Hammen’s looking to grow business in 2021
Family orchard, winery 
and cider mill has 23 

wines for sale this year
By LUKE REIMER

Reporter

As the weather is starting to warm 
up, business is starting to pick up for 
one small orchard and winery in Sha-
wano County.

Paul and Leslie Hammen, who 
moved to Shawano County in 1985, 
opened a winery and cider mill on 
Aug. 1, 2019. Hammen Family Orchard, 
Winery and Cider Mill is located 
between Shawano and Bonduel. Paul 
Hammen is an expert in making wine, 
planting fruit trees and working with 
bees, as he has been doing so for most 
of his life.

In order to get the place prepared, 
the Hammen family planted its or-
chard seven years ago. Paul Hammen 
mentioned that it took about five years 
for the plants in their orchard to start 
producing fruit.

The Hammens are assisted in the 
business by their three daughters, a 
son-in-law and their grandchildren.

Hammen decided to start the 
orchard to use as a retirement project. 
He hopes his children and grandchil-
dren will take control of the winery in 
the future.

“It is just a retirement project,” said 
Hammen. “Something for my kids to 
take and hand down for generations.”

This year, the winery has 23 wines 
available. Other than wine, the busi-
ness sells fruit, including 10 different 
varieties of peaches and 250 varieties 
of apples. It also sells honey, canned 
goods, free range eggs and t-shirts. 
Hammen hopes to keep adding prod-
ucts that he can sell, including cheese 
from local factories.

During apple season, late July to 
early November, apples are getting 
picked daily. Apple tasting is offered 
every Saturday during apple season. 
Customers are welcomed and encour-
aged to try any of the available apples. 
Hammen said that apple and peach 
season are the busy times.

“The busy time is once the apples 
and peaches are ripe,” said Hammen. 
“Usually the Saturdays in the summer 
are very busy.”

In 2020, the winery almost ran out 
of wine due to the increase in public 

demand. According to Hammen, the 
most popular wines last year were 
mead wines.

“The mead went fast last year, 
everyone who came in for wine tasting 
left with a bottle of raspberry mead,” 
said Hammen. “A guy was in earlier 
who left with six bottles, because he 
remembered it from last year.”

Along with the raspberry mead, 
Hammen has found that the mulberry 
mead has been a good seller as well.

“Mulberry has gone over well too, it 
has always been a family favorite,” said 
Hammen.

Peaches have also been very 
popular at the orchard so far. Hammen 
planted 40 to 50 peach trees last year 
and has planted another 20 trees this 
year.

“Peaches went over very well, 
people come in week after week look-
ing for peaches, because they are fresh 

off of the tree,” said Hammen.
Located in a small community, 

Hammen has noticed that people have 
been coming in to buy wine and taste 
apples from outside of the area.

“When people Google wineries 
near me, we get a lot of people from 
that,” said Hammen. “During the sum-
mertime, I bet a third of the people 
that come in, just stumble in on their 
vacations or just driving through 
town.”

All of the bottling and fermenting 
is done in house in the back room of 
the winery. Hammen also has a walk-
in freezer where wine and ciders are 
stored during the winter months.

The winter is the slow time for the 
orchard, so the employees stay busy by 
getting the bottling of the wine done.

“It actually works perfectly,” said 
Hammen. “We can bottle in the winter, 
and then all through summer and fall, 

we can start on new wines in between 
the picking and the selling.”

The fermenting process usually 
takes about three weeks to a month, 
but can take longer depending on the 
kind of wine that is being made.

“It depends on how long it takes 
to ferment, grape wines take about a 
month, which is fast,” said Hammen. 
“My apple wines tend to linger on.”

Hammen then lets the wine natu-
rally clear.

Hammen hopes that, as more 
people are getting vaccinated and the 
pandemic start to slow down, the busi-
ness will continue to grow.

The family plans to build an outside 
patio in order to make a place for wine 
tasting in the summer. Hammen hopes 
to put a long bar in the tasting room as 
well.

lreimer@newmedia-wi.com

Leslie Hammen, left, Matt Wudtke, center, and Heather Radomski are bottling wine, getting ready for the summer. Hammen Family Orchard, Winery and 
Cider Mill bottle all of their wine and cider in house using ingredients from their orchard.� LUKE REIMER | NEW MEDIA
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Spinning Wheel Inn sold as Lemhouses retire
Scott Mocco, Cari 

Shebuski bought the 
restaurant March 23

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

The Lemhouses have decided to 
sell the Spinning Wheel Inn on Sha-
wano Lake.

On March 23, Steve and Lisa 
Lemhouse sold the Spinning Wheel to 
Scott Mocco and Cari Shebuski. Steve 
Lemhouse started working at the inn 
in 1970 as a dishwasher. In 1972, Steve’s 
family bought the restaurant and in 
1994, Steve took it over.

The Spinning Wheel Inn has staked 
a place in Shawano history as the 
restaurant has existed for more than 
100 years.

Lemhouse recollected his experi-
ence operating the restaurant, thinking 
back to some of the fond memories he 
has had.

“We have had so many wonder-
ful customers come in throughout 
the years,” said Lemhouse, “I enjoyed 
seeing everyone during the Friday 
fish frys and on Saturdays for steak 
entrees.”

The bad memory that Lemhouse 
remembers is when the restaurant 
burned down in 1983.

“The place burned down in 1983 
because of an electrical fire behind one 
of the fryers,” said Lemhouse. “We 
were able to build everything back up 
though.”

All of the food that Lemhouse and 
the Spinning Wheel produce is home-
made.

Shebuski lived in Shawano in the 
past and her family used to own Dock-
ers, which is now Brothers.

Mocco said that Shebuski has 
always wanted to own a supper club. 

The two saw that the Lemhouses were 
selling the Spinning Wheel and saw 
that as an opportunity to fulfill this 
dream. With the inn and Dockers be-
ing close together in the community, 
Lemhouse and Shebuski’s mother 
became friends. This led to the con-
nection to make the sale.

Mocco and Shebuski plan to 
rename the restaurant to Dockers in 
tribute to Shebuski’s stepfather, who 
died of cancer.

With the Spinning Wheel being an 
iconic place in Shawano, Mocco and 
Shebuski will try to keep it that way. 
Mocco and Shebuski hope to keep 
the strong reputation that the inn has 
established over the last 100 years.

“We are going to do our best to 
keep that strong reputation and we 
hope that the public embraces it,” said 
Mocco.

With keeping the strong reputation, 
Mocco noted that they want to provide 
good food at a good price while giving 
good service, just like the Spinning 
Wheel has done for so long.

As far as renovations go, the pair 
are going to change the outside of the 
restaurant as well as the inside. Mocco 
mentioned that they were going to 
change a little bit of the exterior and 
interior, but they are going to keep it a 
supper club.

“There aren’t many supper clubs 
left in Shawano County,” said Mocco. 
“We want to keep this one as a supper 
club.”

Mocco noted, as people start to get 
vaccinated and the COVID-19 pandem-
ic eventually slows down, he hopes to 

see business in the restaurant.
“I think that people will come check 

out the restaurant when we have 
everything renovated,” said Mocco. 
“And then when they see everything I 
hope they will come in when they feel 
comfortable.”

Now that he is retired, Lemhouse 
plans on delivering flowers for Lisa’s 
Flower Shop in Bonduel.

“I will miss seeing everyone in 
the restaurant and the fun that we 
have had over the last 51 years,” said 
Lemhouse, “but I think I am ready to 
retire.”

Lemhouse also mentioned that 
he appreciates all of the customers 
who frequented the restaurant and 
employees who have worked with the 
Lemhouses over the years.

“The customers have been sad that 
we are leaving, but happy for us,” said 
Lemhouse. “It hasn’t really sunk in 
yet.”

The Lemhouses will be operat-
ing the restaurant until May 1, when 
Mocco and Shebuski take over.

lreimer@newmedia-wi.com

Steve Lemhouse poses in front of the Spinning Wheel Inn sign at the bar. Lemhouse has been a part of the the Spinning Wheel Inn for the last 51 years, operat-
ing it since 1994.� LUKE REIMER | NEW MEDIA

With supper clubs declining in Shawano County, the Spinning Wheel Inn remains one of the lasting 
ones. � LUKE REIMER | NEW MEDIA
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Shawano Woman’s Club recently presented a $500 donation to Shawano County Historical Society. 
Presenting the check to Lana Buelow, second from left, treasurer for the historical society, are, from 
left, Irene Leuenberger, secretary; Lynn Marcks, president; and Tina Flanagan, vice president. The club 
will hold a plant sale June 19 during the 13th Rhubarb Fest sponsored by the historical society at Heri-
tage Park in Shawano.� CONTRIBUTED

Woman’s club gives to historical society

www.newmedia-wi.com
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Fair attendance drops in 2020 due to pandemic
25% decrease expected; fair leader vows ‘whole new show’ this year

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

The 2020 Shawano County Fair 
saw a 25% drop in attendance, ac-
cording to an annual report sub-
mitted March 24 to the Shawano 
County Board of Supervisors.

The report submitted by Sha-
wano Area Agricultural Society 
President Dale Hodkiewicz is a 
little later than usual, as the board 
usually invites fair representatives 
to speak in December each year, 
but like most things during the 
pandemic, the fair also saw itself 
changing to reflect the current 
times.

“I can only say that last year was 
one everyone would like to forget,” 
Hodkiewicz said, “but it did chal-
lenge everyone.”

The drop in attendance could be 
attributed to the pandemic, as many 
officials at the time were advocat-
ing skipping the fair for fear that it 
could become a superspreader for 

the coronavirus. The fair board also 
adjusted many of its events, cancel-
ling the Bingo games that usu-
ally take place and opting to have 
smaller bands in the grandstands 
that wouldn’t draw crowds, accord-
ing to Hodkiewicz.

“We held the livestock auction 
at the Crawford Center this year, 
which gave people more room to 
spread out,” he said, which was a 
different venue than the coliseum 
and was also held virtually, with 
people bidding based off photos in-
stead of the animals being brought 
in by 4-H members and shown in 
person.

Hodkiewicz noted the drop in 
attendance was expected, and he 
didn’t have any issue with people 
opting to skip this year’s fair, given 
the circumstances. He noted that 
there were a lot of lost hours of 
sleep over the decision whether to 
hold the fair at a time when events 
on a massive scale were being 
canceled.

“We respect the decisions 
people made, whether they came 
or didn’t come,” Hodkiewicz said. 
“Those that came had a great time, 
and as I walked the grounds, I had 
multiple people come forward and 
said to thank the board to have the 
fair.”

Hodkiewicz noted that some 
renovation projects on the fair-
grounds were put on hold because 
the fair board did not know what 
kind of revenue to expect last year. 
Projects that did move forward 
was replacing the asphalt on the 
grounds and a new storm sewer 
drain system, he said.

“It wasn’t a banner year, but we 
did stay in the black,” Hodkiewicz 
said.

Volunteers also stepped up dur-
ing a difficult year to make the fair 
a success, Hodkiewicz added.

“We were pleased, and we plan 
to put a whole new show together 
this year,” he said.

Hodkiewicz also reported on the 

2020 Shawano Speedway season, 
as the society also manages that 
activity on the fairgrounds. Because 
of the pandemic, racing activity did 
not start until June, he said, in coor-
dination with other racing facilities 
in the state.

“They all started at the same 
time so we didn’t overflow,” Hod-
kiewicz said.

Among the things the society did 
to mitigate health issues, according 
to Hodkiewicz, was to change how 
it handled the food at the racetrack 
and adding hand sanitation stations 
all across the grounds. He noted 
those stations were also in place for 
the duration of the fair.

“We encouraged people to 
spread out throughout the grand-
stand and respect the people 
around you,” Hodkiewicz said. 
“We had personnel traveling to the 
restroom on every hour (for sanita-
tion), and people adjusted and were 
very grateful that people had a 
place to go and enjoy themselves.”

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com
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Evers talks broadband with county officials
Davel, others tell 

governor about lack of 
internet infrastructure

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Gov. Tony Evers is promising that 
more money is coming to increase 
broadband access to rural areas — a 
lot more — as Shawano County of-
ficials pointed out the need for better 
internet accessibility in all things.

Evers visited the county’s hu-
man services facility in the Town of 
Wescott on March 26 and talked brief-
ly with representatives from county 
management and human services, 
along with the Aging and Disability 
Resource Center of the Wolf River 
Region, about the need for broadband 
to serve health services, education 
and other needs in the county. He 
promised during the 20-minute ses-
sion that more money would be com-
ing, at least $200 million, and noted it 
was one of the few issues that he and 
the Republican-controlled Wisconsin 
Legislature could both get behind.

“There are certain givens that 
transcend Democrats and Republi-
cans,” Evers said. “Among those issues 
is broadband. We will be increasing 
(funding) — there is no doubt in my 
mind that, when we go through the 
budget, that will be a top priority of 
our Republican legislators. They get 
it because they live in rural areas, too, 
many of them, and they realize how 
important it is in the business world 
but also in emergency management.”

Evers noted that the state has 
struggled to provide broadband inter-
net infrastructure in recent years, but 
he’s hoping his proposal to put more 
than double the money in the biennial 
budget for that line item than has been 
provided in the eight years that the 
state has had broadband capabilities.

“The state of Minnesota has prob-
ably outspent us four to one,” Evers 
said. “If we want to have to have good 
health care, we need to have good 
broadband in the state.”

According to Tyler Huebner, 
commissioner on Wisconsin’s Public 
Services Commission, which houses 
the state’s broadband hub, the state has 
spent about $72 million on broadband 
access in the last eight years, with only 
$20 million being spent prior to last 
year. He noted the PSC has provided 
Shawano County with three grants to 
help expand broadband capabilities.

“We still have a big gap for con-
necting our rural communities,” 
Huebner said.

Of the proposed $200 million 
planned for the 2021-23 budget, $150 
million would go toward the expan-
sion program, and the remaining 
$50 million would help to make that 
broadband access affordable for 
individuals and families, especially if 
they’re in the low-income category.

Rick Kane, county human services 
director, noted that the county has uti-
lized telehealth extensively in the past 
year, as the pandemic shut down a lot 
of in-person services. Even once the 
pandemic is history, he expects that 
county officials will continue to utilize 
telehealth for mental health services, 
noting it’s difficult to get psychiatrists 
to come to Shawano.

“There is a great need here, and 
we are large consumers of tele-
health,” Kane said. “One of the things 
we would like to see is broadband 
increased throughout the county 
because there is a tremendous need. 
There are a fair amount of people out 
in rural areas who do not have access 
to the internet, and that is a dilemma 
for them and for us.”

The county found problems when 

it deployed its workforce remotely, 
according to Jennifer Frost, behav-
ioral health services manager for the 
county.

“Many of them did not have access 
to internet, so we couldn’t have staff 
provide the service,” Frost said. “A lot 
of the consumers also don’t have ac-
cess to internet or access to video.”

James Davel, the county’s admin-
istrative coordinator, pointed out that 
broadband capability is spotty at best, 
even for people living close to Sha-
wano. He noted that just to install a 
tower for 9-1-1 services costs $300,000 
to $400,000, so it would likely take 
more money than the county has 
received so far to tackle the issue with 
any success.

“What we discovered was that one 
home could get it, and the home next 
to it could not get it,” Davel said. “A 
lot of it is really associated with the 
terrain. Because it’s wireless, we’re 
utilizing the towers we have with the 
county, which doesn’t cover your 
entire area. We could never get broad-
band across the complete spectrum.”

Davel said internet access to 
schools is also an issue. He noted that 
the Shawano School District was on 
virtual learning on that day as teach-

ers were getting their second vac-
cination for the coronavirus, but it’s 
difficult for him and his two children 
to be able to access the schools via the 
internet because they live out in the 
country.

“We were out of school for three 
or four months, and to have two kids 
on (the internet), no way,” Davel said. 
“It really affected the education level 
the kids were receiving this year. 
Doing that is incredibly difficult for a 
family.”

Davel added that the school district 
tried to get hotspots to families who 
needed them, but even then it wasn’t 
enough to “get the job done.”

Evers noted that having broadband 
availability is just as important as 
providing electricity or phone service 
to people. He said the coronavirus 
pandemic has shown how lacking 
Wisconsin is because people have not 
been able to access programs like tele-
health services because the internet 
infrastructure is not there.

“We have to have that access,” 
Evers said, noting that he’s declared 
2021 the year of broadband. “It is an 
important utility.”

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Gov. Tony Evers speaks with Shawano County Board Chairman Tom Kautza following a discussion March 26 at the human services center in the Town of 
Wescott about broadband internet access, or the lack thereof. Evers is planning on getting the Wisconsin Legislature to approve $200 million, almost triple 
what has been spent in the last eight years, in the 2021-23 budget earmarked for expanding broadband access.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA



PAGE 22  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2021



FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2021  •  OCT  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE 23

To the editor:
April 6 is the spring election, and 

Little Suamico residents need to 
decide whether we want to move our 
town forward or backward.

Many may want to forget 2020, 
but we need to know what happened 
or did not happen in Little Suamico. 
Our town board felt the need to keep 
their constituents in the dark by not 
producing monthly bills under the 
excuse of emergency order, though 
neighboring towns kept going as 
usual and did not miss a beat. Little 
Suamico needs to listen to its con-
stituents, instead of taking away the 
three-minute comment at meetings, 
and be transparent.

After the budget was approved in 
2020, Little Suamico Board snuck in 
a major salary raise at a small meet-
ing even after a 5% raise was to be 
implemented this year at a previous 
annual meeting. I question if it was 
legal. Town chairman’s salary nearly 
doubled, and supervisors’ salaries 
nearly tripled. How many of you re-

ceived a 100% raise? These are your 
tax dollars. Perhaps this is the time 
to hire a town administrator who will 
bring back transparency, understand 
state statutes and grow our town.

I am encouraging you to vote 
change for our board, either all board 
members or part, so we can get new 
voices and new ideas to move Little 
Suamico forward, not backward. We 
need a board who want transparency 
and will listen to its townspeople. 
This is your town, and please vote 
for change.

Beth Trudell,
Sobieski

To The editor:
I will be supporting Elijah Behn-

ke for the 89th Assembly District on 
April 6.

The 89th District consists of 
many rural towns with many close-
knit communities reaching from 
Suamico in northern Brown County 
and northward through parts of 

Oconto County, including Oconto to 
Marinette County. Elijah grew up in 
Oconto County working on the fam-
ily farm and now lives in Pensaukee 
running his cleaning business. Elijah 
understands the true needs of his 
constituents he will represent as 
he has lived his whole life in our 
district. Elijah’s life values is what 
drew me to Elijah as the best candi-
date for the 89th Assembly District.

Elijah believes in pro-Consti-
tution, pro-God/pro-life, working 
with law enforcement with the 
Hand up program for struggling 
opioid addiction, and will be a voice 
for farmers and rural communities, 
along with local businesses. His 

support of our Second Amendment 
and Pro-Gun is also very important 
to me and many in our district. 
Elijah is exactly what the 89th As-
sembly District needs to move our 
district forward.

Again, I will be supporting Elijah 
Behnke and encourage others to 
vote for Elijah for the 89th Assem-
bly District on April 6, so we can 
send him to Madison to bring his 
bright new ideas and family val-
ues to move our beautiful district 
forward.

Michael Trudell,
Sobieski

L E T T E R S  TO  T H E  E D I TO R
Little Suamico  

board needs a shakeup

Behnke is right  
choice for 89th

April 2021 marks 20 years of 
Sexual Assault Awareness Month. 
The Sexual Assault Center of Family 
Services and its community partners 
in law enforcement will be teaming 
up all month long to raise awareness 
of the issue in communities across 
northeast Wisconsin.

Throughout April, teal ribbons will 
be displayed on the squad cars of 19 
law enforcement agencies in Brown, 
Door, Marinette and Oconto counties, 
including the Oconto County Sheriff’s 
Department and the Gillett, Lena, 
Oconto, Oconto Falls and Suring 
police departments..

Teal is the color of Sexual As-
sault Awareness Month. The ribbons 
signify the relationship between 
the Sexual Assault Center and law 
enforcement in responding to and 
protecting survivors.

“We are committed to working 
with the Sexual Assault Center to 
educate, bring awareness, and work 
together to help protect victims and 

apprehend the suspects responsible 
for these crimes,” said Commander 
Kevin Warych of the Green Bay Po-
lice Department.

The Sexual Assault Center assisted 
1,453 survivors of sexual assault and 
sex trafficking in 2020. Its advocates 
work closely with law enforcement 
and other community partners to 
make sure victims get the help they 
need to begin the healing process. 
Services are free and confidential 
and include one-on-one support at 
the hospital and throughout the legal 
process. Advocates also provide infor-
mation and access to support groups, 
as well as prevention education at 
schools and organizations throughout 
the community.

For more information about Sexual 
Assault Awareness Month, contact 
Holli Fisher, Sexual Assault Center 
Program Manager, at 920-436-4360, 
ext. 1393, or hfisher@familyser-
vicesnew.org.

Teal ribbons denote  
sexual assault 

awareness
Local police partner with Sexual Assault Center

This is the Friday-only COVID-19 Journal version of  
NEW Media’s Shawano Leader, Wittenberg Enterprise & 

Birnamwood News and Oconto County Times Herald.  
Find us online at www.newmedia-wi.com



Three Gillett, two Lena and one 
Suring boys basketball player were 
named to the Marinette & Oconto 
all-conference list.

The conference did not break 
the all-conference players down 
between a first, second and honor-
able mention team, instead releas-
ing one list.

Lena
Max Beyer and Logan Shallow 

were each named to the all-confer-
ence list after leading Lena on the 
court as juniors.

Beyer averaged 22.6 points per 
game for the season to lead the 
conference. In the team’s last eight 
games, he averaged 27.8 points per 
contest.

“It was definitely a blessing and 
it will motivate me to get better for 
next year,” said Beyer on the honor.

Beyer also led the team in re-
bounds per game (8). He will enter 
his senior season having already 
topped the 1,000-point milestone. 
Beyer also already owns the school 
record for most career 3-pointers.

Shallow dished out 4 assists a 
game and also averaged 5.5 boards 
and 3.1 steals.

“This (honor) will definitely 
motivate me to work hard this 
offseason to help the team in every 
way possible (next season),” said 
Shallow, who averaged 7.7 points 
per game. “This will only boost my 
confidence and motivate me to push 
myself and my teammates harder 
and harder. We will do great things 
next season!”

Lena finished 6-6 in M&O play 
to place fourth. Coleman (12-0) fin-
ished atop the conference standings.

Suring
Taron Haak, another junior, 

represented Suring on the all-con-
ference list.

Haak averaged 19.3 points per 
game, good enough for the second-

highest mark 
in the M&O, 
behind only 
Beyer.

“I think it is 
a very big ac-
complishment,” 
said Haak. “I 
am very hon-
ored to be one 
of the people 
chosen for this 

and it’s a real big confidence boost 
for me, but there’s always room for 
improvement. I’m very excited for 
next year.”

Suring finished 4-8 in conference 
play.

Gillett
Gillett’s Brandon DeBauch, 

Aydin Franti and Ben Matczak were 
all named to the all-conference list 
as freshmen.

Matczak finished as the team 
leader in points per game (8.2) 
this season. He also averaged 3.4 
rebounds, 2.8 assists and 1.3 steals 
per game.

“This will motivate me to keep 

trying to get better, so hopefully 
next season we’ll have an amazing 
team,” said Matczak. “I can build 
off of this year’s success and keep 
improving every day.”

Franti finished the season with 
averages of 7.3 points, 2.1 rebounds 
and 2.8 assists per game.

“To receive this honor as a 
freshman is motivation to keep 
working hard and getting better as 
a team,” Franti said. “We have a 
tough conference with a lot of older 
teams to compete against. We still 
need to keep getting better and put-
ting in work. By working and lifting 
in the summer and playing summer 
league we can work to achieve our 
goal of being conference champs.”

DeBauch capped his first high 
school season with averages of 7.3 
points and 1.3 assists to go along 
with a team-leading 6.7 rebounds. 
He also led the team with 15 blocks.

“It means a lot to me,” said De-
Bauch of the honor. “It shows that 
all of my hard work towards this 
sport has truly paid off. This honor 
has shown me that others have no-
ticed my abilities and my love for 
the sport.”

Gillett finished with a 1-14 record 
in M&O action.

PAGE 24  •  OCT  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  • FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2021

S P O RT S
H I G H  S C H O O L  B AS K E T B A L L

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

sports@newmedia-wi.com

Gillett boys place 3 on all-conference list

Lena’s Max Beyer, center, drives to the basket while being defended by several Gillett players during a Marinette & Oconto Conference matchup on Jan. 8 in 
Lena. Beyer made the all-conference list after leading the way in points per game.� FILE | NEW MEDIA

Gillett’s Ben Matczak, left, drives toward the 
basket as Lena’s Logan Shallow defends during a 
Marinette & Oconto Conference matchup on Jan. 
8 in Lena. Matczak and Shallow each made the all-
conference team this winter.� FILE | NEW MEDIA

Lena has 2 honored, 
while Suring has 1

TARON HAAK



The Oconto Falls High School 
baseball team will enter the spring 
season with a number of upperclass-
men leading the way and needing a 
few other players to step up to fill 
out the roster.

Long-time coach Charlie Ro-
chon says, “Missing out on a year of 
seeing player growth and develop-
ment, it is almost like walking into 
a new coaching position and hav-
ing to learn the players from a new 
perspective.”

The last time the Panthers were 
on the field in 2019, the team had 
two players named to an all-con-
ference team in the North Eastern 
Conference. Tucker Bouche, now 
a senior, is the only one back this 
spring.

Bouche and Braden Uelmen have 
the most varsity experience on the 
roster. Both will spend time on the 
mound and then play in the infield 
when not on the bump.

The pitching staff and infield 
are areas of strength, according to 
Rochon.

“I expect us to be very solid de-
fensively, especially in the infield,” 
the coach said. “We have guys that 

have the ability to move around 
and play different positions quite 
effectively.”

“Our pitching should be solid 
with numerous pitchers that have 
the ability to chew up innings and 
be effective out-getters. I am really 
looking forward to seeing that group 
in live action on the mound.”

Junior Jake Sager and sophomore 
Braden Vandermoss are a couple 
other options that will spend time 
on the mound and in the infield.

Senior Adam Haines and junior 
Graeson Pankratz will also play in 
the infield, primarily at first and 
catcher, respectively.

Rochon says that Oconto Falls 
will be a work in progress is the 
outfield as players look to lock down 
roles for the team.

“It’s early in the year and I have 
faith in the hard work our team is 
putting in,” said Bouche. “We are 
getting outside as much as we can 
to get in reps for our infield and 
outfield. Our senior group is super 
connected to the underclassmen 
which is a big plus. Baseball is such 
a mental game so making sure our 
whole team is there mentally will 
result in success.”
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Three area high school girls 
basketball players were named to 
Wisconsin Basketball Coaches Asso-
ciation All-Star Game rosters.

Wittenberg-Birnamwood’s Abi 
Fraaza and Emma Herb and Gillett’s 
Aubrey DeBauch were the athletes 
honored with roster spots.

Fraaza and Herb will be part of the 
Division 4 North team, while DeBauch 
plays for the Division 5 North team.

“I’m honored to have been selected 
to this game and to have the oppor-
tunity to play,” said DeBauch. “I’m 
super excited and definitely looking 
forward to playing the sport I love 
with the best girls in the state. It 
means a lot to me, and I think it’ll be 
an incredible experience.”

The Division 5 game is scheduled 

for 9 a.m. July 14. Each all-star game 
will be played at JustAGame Field-
house in Wisconsin Dells.

“Being selected to the WBCA 
All-Star Game is such an incredible 
opportunity that I am so grateful for,” 
said Fraaza. “Only being able to play 
four games this season, and no confer-
ence games (because of an injury), 
I just can’t thank my coach, Nick 
Mechelke, and the other coaches of 
the conference enough for believing 
in me and my abilities with limited 
playing time.”

“Being selected to play in that 
game feels great, and I am excited 
to be able to play with even more 
competition, along with my teammate 
Abigail,” said Herb.

The Division 4 game is set for 10:45 
a.m. July 14.

3 area girls players named to WBCA all-star rosters

Gillett’s Aubrey DeBauch makes a move with the ball during a Division 4 regional playoff win over Criv-
itz on Feb. 9 in Gillett. DeBauch was named to the WBCA All-Star Game roster in Division 5.
� FILE | NEW MEDIA

Oconto Falls ready to prove worth on field

Oconto Falls’ Braden Uelmen pitches during a nonconference game against Shawano on April 22, 2019, 
in Shawano. Uelmen is one of several players that will round out a strong pitching rotation and infield 
for the Panthers this spring.� FILE | NEW MEDIA



The Lena and Gillett/Suring 
wrestling teams each had multiple 
athletes recognized by the Mari-
nette & Oconto Conference.

The conference did not break 
the all-conference wrestlers down 
between a first, second and honor-
able mention team, instead releas-
ing one list.

Lena
Senior Kevin Chang and the 

sophomore trio of Dylan Comins, 
Sam Marquardt and Luke Misco 
were named to the all-conference 
list for Lena.

Chang enjoyed a strong final 
season, going 11-2 on the mat. He 
wrestled most of the year at 126 
pounds before dropping down to 
120 late in the season.

“The honor honestly feels great,” 
said Chang. “I never would have 
thought I was good at the sport, but 
now that I actually got mentioned, 
it’s a crazy thought.”

Comins wrestled at 106 pounds 
for the Wildcats. He finished the 
season with a 16-3 record.

“I just treated them (conference 
matches) like any other match — 
just went out and did my thing,” 
said Comins.

Comins was the lone Lena wres-
tler to qualify for state.

“It’s pretty cool that I got all-
conference,” said Comins. “Last 
season I wasn’t even a contender.”

Marquardt finished the season 

with a 12-5 record, with most of 
his losses coming at the 138 weight 
class. 

He competed in the 132 class 
during the postseason, and placed 
first at regionals to qualify for sec-
tionals for a second straight year.

“I approached every match the 
same, believing that I could win,” 
said Marquardt. “I always practiced 
hard throughout the week to get 

prepared for the matches. Working 
hard is how I achieved this honor.”

Misco put together another 
strong season on the mats before 
breaking his leg just days before the 
postseason began. He was a state 
qualifier as a freshman.

Misco fin-
ished his season 
with a 10-1 re-
cord, primarily 
wrestling at 113 
pounds.

“I cannot 
wait to be back 
on the mat,” said 
Misco. “This 
year has made 
me appreciate 

every match, and every opportunity 
I have to wrestle and improve my-
self. I plan to come back strong and 
give all of my effort to bring the 
best person and wrestler I can be.”

Gillett/Suring
Sophomore Keegan Rattin and 

freshmen Trent VanDenElzen and 
Carter Whisman all made the all-
conference list for the Gillett/Sur-
ing co-op.

Rattin finished with an 11-4 re-
cord on the season.

“I approached my matches 
like anyone else would — a little 
nervous at first but then realizing 
no matter what to always try your 
hardest and set your mind to a 
specific goal and conquer it which 
leads to great achievements,” said 
Rattin.

VanDenElzen capped the year 
with a 9-4 mark.

Whisman finished 3-9 on the 
season.

“This award is something that 
most athletes do not expect to get 
their freshman year and it is a great 
achievement that I am happy to 
receive,” said Whisman.

3 Gillett/Suring 
wrestlers recognized

PAGE 26  •  OCT  • NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  • FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2021

H I G H  S C H O O L  W R E ST L I N G

4 Lena wrestlers make M&O all-conference list
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Lena’s Sam Marquardt wrestles during the Division 3 Valders Sectional on Feb. 6 in Valders. Marquardt 
was one of four Lena wrestlers that earned a spot on the M&O all-conference list.� FILE | NEW MEDIA
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The Bonduel High School baseball 
team hopes to rely on its hitting while 
trying to establish some pitchers this 
spring.

Since the last time the Bears 
stepped on the field in 2019, the team 
graduated all six players who landed 
on a Central Wisconsin Conference-
East Division team. Still, the team 
expects another strong season.

“I think we should be competitive 
all year and, like every year, think we 
should compete for the conference 

title,” said Bonduel coach Donnie Gru-
enewald. “We will have to try to find 
answers on who will step up to take on 
a large share of the pitching load. Our 
hitting will have to carry us to start the 
year.”

While no all-conference players are 
back, the Bears do have several experi-
enced seniors to turn to.

One of those players is senior 
catcher Garrett Engel, who will try 
and take some of the pressure off the 
team’s pitchers.

“My job behind the plate is always 
to make my pitcher look good,” said 
Engel. “With having the experience 

I’ve got, I will always be sharing my 
knowledge. I firmly believe a catcher 
calls an entire game and can be the 
difference between a win or loss with 
even just one pitch in the game.

“I believe a catcher and pitcher 
need to have good chemistry and un-
derstand each other in order for things 
to work, so that is what we are doing 
right now,” Engel continued. “I’m 
working on understanding each and 
every one of my new pitchers. Fram-
ing, blocking and my throw downs 
are as sharp as ever to go along with 
that. Even with the inexperience of 
our pitchers this year, I believe we will 

surprise many people and teams.”
Seniors Carson Robaidek (short-

stop) and Cole Anderson (third base) 
will help fill out the infield, while 
Anderson figures to take the mound 
as well.

Seniors Brett Margelofsky and Jack 
Johnson will help anchor the outfield.

Juniors Reece Stoltenow and Adam 
Beilfuss and freshman Noah Weier 
also will play in the infield for the 
Bears. Stoltenow also is expected to be 
a part of the team’s pitching staff.
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The Shawano Community High 
School softball team has high expec-
tations going into the spring season 
despite losing four of its six all-con-
ference players from a couple seasons 
ago.

The last time the Hawks took the 
field in 2019, the team finished in the 
middle of the Bay Conference stand-
ings. Six players received all-confer-
ence nods, but only seniors Taylor 
Johnson and Naomi Wynos remain 
from that group.

Johnson earned a spot on the first 
team, while Wynos was an honorable 
mention.

Johnson will serve as Shawano’s 
top pitcher this spring, and play in the 
outfield when not in the circle. Wynos 
will serve as the team’s third baseman.

Also back with significant varsity 
experience are juniors Brianna Wright 

(shortstop) and Margo Gull (center 
field).

Another boost for the Hawks will 
come from senior Kendra Kristof, who 
is back after an injury and a couple of 

years of recovery. She led the team in 
hitting as a freshman.

“I will work to lead by example 
both offensively and defensively to 
show the underclassmen and less 

experienced players how we do things 
on varsity,” said Johnson on how she’d 
help lead the team. “I’ll make sure to 
stay positive and encourage all the 
girls when we encounter any obstacles 
along the way so we can be successful. 
We all need to focus on one common 
goal and buy into the system and we’ll 
be successful!”

According to long-time coach Brian 
Johnson, the rest of the lineup will be 
figured out in the weeks leading up to 
the season.

“We expect to have some great po-
sition battles this year after a two-year 
layoff,” said Brian Johnson.

“We have some depth for the first 
time in awhile.”

One challenge the team might 
encounter is finding pitchers behind 
Taylor Johnson, with the coach noting 
the team will need “freshmen pitchers 
to step up in a hurry.”

H I G H  S C H O O L  S O F T B A L L

H I G H  S C H O O L  B AS E B A L L

Upperclassmen ready to lead Shawano on diamond
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

Shawano’s Naomi Wynos follows through on a swing during a Division 2 regional quarterfinal game 
against Clintonville on May 16, 2019, at Martzke Park in Shawano. Wynos is one of two all-conference 
players back from the 2019 team.� FILE | NEW MEDIA

sports@newmedia-wi.com

sports@newmedia-wi.com

Bonduel will rely on hitting early, hope pitching develops
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Like many teams across the state, 
the Bonduel High School softball 
team will try and fuse its experienced 
players with several underclassmen to 
put together a strong season.

Bonduel. which is coached by 
Chris Reinke, does not return any 
all-conference players from the 2019 
season, but it does have several ex-
perienced players back as it prepares 
to play in the always tough Central 
Wisconsin Conference-East Division.

Senior Halea Sporisky will serve 
as a leader for Bonduel’s outfielders, 
while senior catcher Joanie Wudtke 
helps the team’s pitchers. Juniors Julia 
Lorbiecki and Nicole Koeller will fill 
out the outfield.

Junior Claire Gehm was the team’s 
top pitcher in 2019, but she’ll have 
some more help this season.

Reinke says sophomore Naki-

yah Henning and freshmen Hailee 
Thompson and Hailey Zernicke could 
also spend time in the circle. All three 
players will play in the infield.

Sophomore Macy Niles is another 
option in the infield for the Bears. 
Freshman Lila Pleshek can play all 
over the diamond, including catcher.

While the upperclassmen know 
the varsity game, they also know team 
success could depend on how quickly 
the underclassmen get acquainted 
with the elevated level of play.

“As a senior on the team this year, 
I plan to try and help make them (un-
derclassmen) feel as comfortable as 
possibly with us upperclassmen,” said 
Sporisky. “I know it’s very intimidat-
ing coming up to the high school level 
with the older girls, but I hope I can 
help them make a smooth transition 
and just overall have a fun successful 
year!”

H I G H  S C H O O L  S O F T B A L L

Bonduel must blend experience with new varsity players
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

Bonduel’s Claire Gehm throws a pitch during a game against Amherst on May 7. 2019 in Bonduel. Gehm 
is one of several pitchers the team can turn to this coming spring.� FILE | NEW MEDIAsports@newmedia-wi.com

North Iowa Area
Oconto Falls High School gradu-

ate Samantha Coron capped a strong 
freshman season for the North Iowa 
Area Community College women’s 
volleyball team last week.

In the team’s regular-season victory 
over Southeastern Community College 
(Iowa) on March 23, Coron tallied 10 
digs, two assists and an attack kill.

North Iowa Area had its season 
come to a close after a postseason 
loss to Hawkeye Community College 
(Iowa) on March 28. Coron tallied five 
digs, four attack kills, an assist and two 
block assists.

Rockhurst
Shawano graduate Averi Vomastic 

put together a pair of strong matches 
to help the Rockhurst University 
(Missouri) volleyball team to a pair of 
sweeps last week.

In Rockhurst’s 25-20, 25-22, 25-14 
win over Southwest Baptist University 
(Missouri) on March 26, Vomastic led 
the team with 12 attack kills. She added 
seven digs, two serving aces, three 
block assists and a solo block.

Vomastic contributed six digs, 
four attack kills, three block assists, 
two solo blocks and a service ace in 
the team’s 25-19, 25-20, 25-18 win over 
William Jewel College (Missouri) on 
March 26.

St. Norbert
Oconto Falls grad Emily Gonner-

ing competed in four events for the St. 
Norbert College track and field team 
during the Carroll Alumni Invitational 
on March 27.

Gonnering placed 14th in the javelin 
throw (21.36 meters). She took 35th in 
the shot put (8.53) and 37th in the ham-
mer throw (25.92). She didn’t post a 
distance in the discus competition.

Wittenberg-Birnamwood grad 
Simon Stewart pitched a scoreless in-
ning for the St. Norbert baseball team 
during a 10-4 loss to the University of 
Chicago on March 27.

Stewart allowed a pair of hits but 
also struck out a batter to get out of 
the inning unscathed.

Edgewood
Gresham graduate Mackenzie 

Hoffman and the Edgewood College 
softball team went 0-4 across a pair of 
doubleheaders last week.

Hoffman scored a run and had a 
sacrifice bunt for her team in a 10-2 
loss in the first game against Concor-
dia University on March 24. Hoff-
man drew a walk in the second game 
against the Milwaukee School of 
Engineering on March 27.

Hamline
Shawano grad Peyton Buerman lost 

a doubles match while competing for 
the Hamline University (Minnesota) 

women’s tennis team on March 27. 
Hamline lost 8-1 to St. Olaf College 
(Minnesota).

Buerman and her No. 3 doubles 
partner Janie Schwartz lost 8-0.

Bryant and Stratton
Shawano graduate Bayleigh Laabs 

helped the Bryant and Stratton softball 
team to a doubleheader sweep over 
College of Lake County (Illinois) on 
March 22.

In a 15-4 win in game one, Laabs 
finished with two hits and three runs 
scored. Laabs added another hit in the 
team’s 14-0 win in game two.

UW-Stevens Point
Oconto Falls grad Mitchell Manns 

helped the UW-Stevens Point baseball 
team accomplish some history during 
his first career collegiate game. Manns 
served as the catcher for the team’s 
combined no-hitter against Finlandia 
University (Michigan), a game UWSP 
won 10-0 on March 25.

UWSP pitchers struck out 18 bat-
ters across eight innings. Only four 
Finlandia batters reached. At the plate, 
Manns drew a walk and then stole a 
base.

Ripon
Witt-Birn graduate Lauren Bahr 

competed in several events for the Ri-
pon College women’s swim team in its 
season-ending dual against Lake Forest 

College (Illinois) on March 27.
As an individual, Bahr placed 

second in the 200-yard backstroke 
with a time of 2 minutes, 31.03 seconds. 
She placed third in the 100 backstroke 
(1:06.78) and came in 11th in the 50 
freestyle (27.32). Bahr was also on the 
second-place finishing 200 medley 
relay (1:59.69) and third-place finishing 
200 freestyle relay (1:47.38).

Concordia
Shawano grad Jewel Waupekenay 

played in her first career collegiate 
game on March 24 for the Concordia 
University softball team.

Waupekenay served as a pinch-run-
ner and scored a run in the team’s 10-2 
victory over Edgewood College.

Des Moines Area
Gresham graduate Christian Haff-

ner helped the Des Moines Area Com-
munity College (Iowa) men’s basket-
ball team to two wins last week.

Haffner knocked down three 
3-pointers and four total field goals 
during an 11-point performance in a 
78-57 win over Northeast Community 
College (Iowa) on March 24. He also 
had two assists and a rebound in 26 
minutes of action.

Haffner didn’t score in the team’s 
77-65 victory over Kirkwood Commu-
nity College (Iowa) on March 27, but 
he did post two assists, two rebounds 
and a steal in 27 minutes of play.

CO L L E G E  H I G H L I G H T S
By NEW MEDIA STAFF
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TRY A GNC CLASSIFIED!!!
Total coverage with a  combination of over 30 Publications for

$49.95!!!
This includes  

Northeastern Wisconsin 
and Upper Michigan!!

Call 715-526-6188 to find out how easy it is to place your ad!!!

MMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEEMMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE
FOR SALE: Wood Duck Nesting Boxes

715-853-1799

SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

$10K + in debt? Be Debt FREE in 24-
48 months. Pay a fraction of your debt.
Call National Debt Relief 844-528-5739
(WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE ON
YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & bank
levies, liens & audits, unfiled tax returns,
payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST.
Call 855-505-3069 (WCAN)

A.A. Oconto Group: Mondays &
Fridays at 7 p.m. Wednesdays at 10
a.m. (open meeting) at First American
Lutheran Church, Oconto James 920-
834-6276. TF

AA Group Meeting: 24 hour group
every Wed. night. 8:00 p.m. at Masonic
Lodge on corner of Washington St. and
Caldwell, Oconto Falls TF

Co-Dependency Meeting Thursdays at
noon. St. James Lutheran Church, 1402
Main St., Marinette TF

DONATE YOUR CAR or TRUCK to
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3-
Day Vacation. Tax Deductible. Free
Towing. All paperwork taken care of!
CALL 844-374-3067 (WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
FREE AUTO INSURANCE QUOTES
See how much you can save! High-risk
SR22 driver policies available! Call 844-
841-5198 (WCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO UNITED
BREAST CANCER FOUNDATION!
Your donation helps education,
prevention & support programs. FAST
FREE PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE -
TAX DEDUCTION 1-855-665-3370
(WCAN)

SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

Living Well With Depression and
Bipolar - Bellin Behavioral Health
Center, 301 E. St. Joseph St., Green
Bay, Mondays and Wednesdays 6:30
p.m. Contact: Jerry Kamke 920-544-
5596. TF

Notice of Public Sale
Lakeland Storage, 722 Waukechon St,

Shawano, WI 54166.
April 22nd, 2021 @ 12pm. Bidding is

on complete contents of unit.
Owner - Alexander Medina Contents:
Couch, boxes, kids pool, crossbow, grill
Owner - Caitlin Wahsquonaikezhik
Contents:Bins, Shovels, Christmas
decor, misc
Owner - Shaunta Grignon Contents:
Furniture, Household, misc
Owner - John Kastning Contents:Piano,
stereo, furniture, tools, tire
Owner - Tracy Ketchum
Contents:Clothes, Dresser, Golf Clubs,
Gun Cabinet
Owner - Arlene Wayka Contents:Air
conditioner, Christmas decor, flooring,
cat tower

STRUGGLING With Your Private
Student Loan Payment? New relief
programs can reduce your payments.
Learn your options. Good credit not
necessary. Call the Helpline 920-777-
6880 (Mon-Fri 9am-5pm Eastern)
(WCAN)

WAUPACA GUN SHOW April 2 & 3,
VFW Post 1037, 244 Industrial Dr. Fri: 3-
8pm, Sat: 9am-4pm BUY-SELL-TRADE-
BROWSE!! We pay cash for guns &
related items. $5 Adm.
Info call: 608-548-4867 (WCAN)

SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad
Network) and/or the member
publications review ads to the best of
their ability. Unfortunately, many
unscrupulous people are ready to take
your money! PLEASE BE CAREFUL
ANSWERING ANY AD THAT SOUNDS
TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE! For more
information, or to file a complaint
regarding an ad, please contact The
Department of Trade, Agriculture &
Consumer Protection 1-800-422-7128
(WCAN)

PPEETTSSPPEETTSS
AKC BERNESE MOUNTAIN DOG
PUPS Shots, dewormed, vet checked,
dews, $2200 No Sun calls (495932)
715-409-3321 (WCAN)

BBOOAABBOOAATTSS//WWTTSS//WWAAAATTEERRTTEERR
FAMILY FUN STARTS HERE!
BOAT&PONTOON WORLD-
PONTOONS, SKI-WAKE FISHING &
BOW RIDERS, ATVs, SIDE X SIDES &
MOTORCYCLES. BEST PRICE &
SELECTION IN THE MIDWEST=SAVE
HUGE! AMERICAN
MARINE&MOTORSPORTS,
WWW.AMERICANMARINA.COM
SHAWANO 866-955-2628

WWaanntteedd  ttoo
BBuuyy

WANTED TO BUY 1967-1969
Barracuda's (1968 Original Fastbacks
Preferred) Complete Vehicle or parts,
Looking for ANY AND ALL parts for
these cars Call 608-548-4867 (WCAN)

EEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTTEEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTT

Become a Published Author!
Publications sold at all major secular &
specialty Christian bookstores. CALL
Christian Faith Publishing for your FREE
author submission kits. 1-844-268-6554
(WCAN)

Help wanted: Dump truck driver to work
on the Shawano area. Pick up

application at L.J. Sperberg Const. 7AM
to 3 PM M-F 715-524-4263

EEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTTEEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTT
BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR! We
edit, print and distribute your work
internationally. We do the work. You
reap the Rewards! Call for a FREE
Author's Submission Kit: 855-725-7825
(WCAN)

BURGER KING®

is now hiring for all 
shifts  at our 

Bonduel location.
Please call for interview 715-758-7016

Home & office Cleaners Wanted
$600/Weekly

Cleaning Position: 
Available

Working Days: Mon-Fri
Time Schedule: 

11 AM - 2 P
Minimum Requirement

Email: henrya75312@gmail.com

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

4G LTE HOME INTERNET NOW
AVAILABLE! Get GotW3 with lightning
fast speeds plus take your service with
you when you travel! As low as
$109.99/mo. 855-402-5579 (WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
AT&T Internet Starting at $40/ month
w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB of data
per month. Get More For Your High-
Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc
restrictions apply. Call us today 1-855-
770-5080 (WCAN)

AT&T TV The Best of Live & On-
Demand On All Your Favorite Screens
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12 months. Premium Channels
at No Charge for One Year! Anytime,
anywhere. Some restrictions apply w/24-
mo. agmt TV price higher 2nd year.
Regional Sports Fee up to $8.49/ mo. is
extra & applies. Call IVS 1-833-574-
1746 (WCAN)
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ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money
on your diabetic supplies! Convenient
home shipping for monitors, test strips,
insulin pumps, catheters & more! To
learn more, call now! 1-866-944-3917
(WCAN)

ATTENTION: Auto Injury Victims! If
you have suffered a serious injury in an
auto accident, call us! Our attorneys
have the experience to get you the full
compensation you deserve! Call Now:
877-610-6675 (WCAN)

BE SAFE! Protect yourself, your home,
family, business & customers. Discover
an Amazing Patented Technology that
destroys over 99.99% of harmful
pathogens in the air & on the surface.
Call Today to Be Safe! 414-588-8595
(WCAN)

CALL EMPIRE TODAY to schedule a
FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call Today! 844-228-5472
(WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
PLYMOUTH FURNITURE: QUEEN
MATTRESSES FROM $199 40 Styles
on Display! All Sizes Avail.
PlymouthFurnitureWI.com 2133 Eastern
Ave Plymouth WI 920-892-6006 Open
Daily (WCAN)

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get the
skills to become a Computer & Help
Desk Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain
programs for qualified applicants.
Call CTI for details.  608-999-3925 (M-
F 8am-6pm ET) (WCAN)

DENTAL INSURANCE. From
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.
Coverage for (350+) procedures. Real
dental insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Don't Wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information Kit with all the
details! 855-807-9516
www.dental50plus.com/wicommunity
#6258 (WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
HEARING AIDS!! Buy One/ Get One
FREE! High-quality rechargeable Nano
hearing aids priced 90% less than
competitors. Nearly invisible! 45-day
money back guarantee! 888-716-1292
(WCAN)

Did you receive a HERNIA MESH
IMPLANT in 2010 or later AND undergo
a revision or removal surgery? You may
be entitled to financial compensation. To
learn more, call 877-755-0606 (Mon-Fri
10am-8pm Eastern) (WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

DIRECTV -Every live football game,
every Sunday - anywhere - on your
favorite device. Restrictions apply. Call
IVS 1-888-925-9452 (WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed.
$40/mo. 65 Channels. Stream Breaking
News, Live Events, Sports & On
Demand Titles. No Annual Contract. No
Commitment. CALL 1-855-732-1304
(WCAN)

DISH NETWORK $59.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call Today!
1-844-897-8523 (WCAN)

EARTHLINK High Speed Internet. As
Low as $49.95/ month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music
& more! Call Earthlink Today 1-855-
404-9615 (WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
HIGH-SPEED INTERNET. We instantly
compare speed, pricing, and availability
to find the best service for your needs.
Starting at $39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top providers. Call
1-855-534-0408 (WCAN)

GENERAC Standby Generators
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and family
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now.
FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a FREE Quote today!
Call for additional terms and
conditions. 1-877-626-1009 (WCAN)

HEARING AIDS!! Buy One/ Get One
FREE! Nearly invisible, fully
rechargeable IN-EAR NANO hearing
aids priced thousands less than
competitors! 45-day trial. Call 1-877-
640-1757 (WCAN)

HughesNet Satellite Internet: 25 mbps
starting at $49.99/mo! Get More Data,
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST download
speeds. Wifi built in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease customers! Limited
Time Call 1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION
PACKAGE Have your product idea
developed affordably by the Research &
Development pros & presented to
manufacturers. Call 1-888-925-4494 for
a FREE Idea Starter Guide. Submit your
idea for a free consultation. (WCAN)

Jody at City Looks in Gillett
New Client offer: $30 perm special.
Specialty perms $50.
Call Jody 920-855-1656

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

LIFE ALERT. One Press of a button
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home & on
the go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription). CALL
855-892-1134 FREE Brochure (WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
LIFE INSURANCE Quotes Free!
Compare and see how much you can
save! Nation's top providers! No
obligation! Call Now! 855-397-9016
(WCAN)

M&M INTERIOR 
PAINTING

Call Mark Maijala
715-610-4346

The bathroom of your dreams for as little
as $149/mo! BCI Bath & Shower. Many
options avail. Quality materials &
professional installation. Senior &
Military Discounts Available. Limited
Time Offer - FREE virtual in-home
consultation now & SAVE 15%! Call
today! 1-877-651-1850 (WCAN)
The COVID crisis has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs &
financial security. Have 10K In Debt?
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans.
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We can
help! Get a FREE debt relief quote: Call
1-877-229-7927 (WCAN)

THE GENERAC PWRcell a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid,
prepare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-855-707-0232 (WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A
NEW SHOWER? American Standard
makes it easy. FREE design
consultation. Enjoy your shower again!
Call 1-844-479-1327 today to see how
you can save $1,000 on installation, or
visit www.newshowerdeal.com/wcp
(WCAN)

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING! Become a Medical Office
Professional online at CTI! Get Trained,
Certified & ready to work in months! Call
920-600-8950 (M-F 8am-6pm ET)
(WCAN)

VIASAT SATELLITE INTERNET Up to
12 Mbps Plans Starting at $30/mo. Our
Fastest Speeds (up to 50 Mbps) &
Unlimited Data Plans Start at
$100/month. Call Viasat today! 1-866-
880-6125 (WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

WESLEY FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Experts Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt & fees
cancelled in 2019. Get FREE
informational package & learn how to
get rid of your timeshare! FREE
consultations. Over 450 positive
reviews. CALL 844-374-2565 (WCAN)

YOUR CAR, BOAT OR MOTORCYCLE
helps Rawhide provide mental health
services that redirect local Wisconsin
youth & adults from harmful decisions.
Donate Today! 888-653-2729 (WCAN)

AAPPAAPPAARRAARR TTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXXTTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXX

1350 E  Lieg Ave
$200 off1st Month Rent

Beautiful recently
Fully Remodeled

2 bedrooms
Great loc. Garage avail.

$579 deposit $199
Tom 715-280-0525

445 Humphrey Cr. 
$200 off 1st Month Rent

Beautiful
Fully Remodeled
1 or 2 Bedroom

Convenient location
Garage Available
Starting at $520

$199 Deposit
Tom

715-280-0525

HHOOMMEESS  FFOORR  SSAALLEEHHOOMMEESS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE
Leading smart home provider VIVINT
SMART HOME has an offer just for you.
Call 855-648-1923 to get a
professionally installed home security
system with $0 Activation. (WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE!
Compare 20 A-rated insurance
companies. Get a quote within minutes.
Average savings of $444/year! Call
877-694-9013! (M-F 8am-8pm CST)
(WCAN)

FFFFAARRMM//LLIIVVEESSTTOOCCKKAARRMM//LLIIVVEESSTTOOCCKK

2021 SPRING BEE PRE-ORDER
www.bradsbeesandhoney.com 3 lb
Bee Packages $160
5 frame NUC $165
Single & Double Hive
Brad 262-749-0716 (WCAN)

FARMI Logging Winch's, Valby PTO
Chippers, Skidsteer wood splitters, Log
Loader, Trailers, Grapple Rotators,
rototillers 866-638-7885
threeriversforestry.com (WCAN)

Wanted: Hunting land in area.
I follow QDM principles so good 

neighbors are a plus. 
I would be willing to

split woods/tillable with farmer.
Contact Jim at 920-850-5249
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Please Use This Handy Form For

CLASSIFIED ADS

Classified Ads $16.50 Minimum for first 10 words. $0.20 per each additional 
word. (One word each space) Ad runs in 3 papers! Prepaid personal ads only.

ONE WORD IN EACH SPACE

All Classifieds Must Be Pre-Paid!

     16.50

16.70 16.90 17.10 17.30 17.50

18.70 18.90 19.10 19.30 19.50

19.70 19.90 20.10 20.30 20.50

20.70 20.90 21.10 21.30 21.50

21.70 21.90 22.10 22.30 22.50

22.70 22.90 23.10 23.30 23.50

23.70 23.90 24.30 24.50 

I enclose total payment of $______________________ to place my 
NEW Media Classified Ad for __________ days.

Send Check or Money Order. WE ACCEPT MAJOR CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS.  
All Classifieds Must Be Pre-paid!  In case of cancellation, credit will be issued.

PAYMENT INFORMATION:
___ Cash  ___ Check#  ___ Credit Card  ___ Master Card
Credit Card #:_____________________________________3 Digit Sec. #_____Expirition Date____/_____

Name on Card:___________________________________________

Signature:______________________________________________

Name________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________

City_________________________________State________Zip__________

Phone________________________________________________________

Mail to: NEW Media, 1464 E. Green Bay St., Shawano, WI 54166

Agriculture keeps 
county economy turning
Shawano County 4th in Wisconsin in hay production

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

The state of agriculture in Sha-
wano County is a good one, accord-
ing to a report given March 24 to the 
Shawano County Board of Supervi-
sors.

Robert Krause, vice president of 
the Shawano County Farm Bureau, 
noted that there were a lot of whis-
pers on the county board when he 
was a supervisor that the individual 
farms were getting bigger and there 
was concern that corporations were 
taking over and pushing out the 
farmers who have called this place 
home for decades. Not to worry, he 
said, because 1,093 farms — about 
96% of the farms in the county — are 
family farms, according to informa-
tion compiled by the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison Division of 
Extension in 2019.

“Some of those family farms have 
outside investors,” Krause said. “Yes, 
the family farm has changed drasti-
cally since that Saturday Evening 
Post picture of Ma in her kerchief 
and Pa holding a pitchfork. That’s 
completely changed.”

Instead, farmers are contending 
with spotty cell phone coverage and 
trying to access farm records on “the 
cloud,” Krause said. He noted that 
the county board has managed to 
improve the situation a little when 
it comes to cell phone and internet 
access.

“It’s an interesting world we’re 
living in — farming in Shawano 

County,” Krause said.
Shawano County is fourth in the 

state for producing hay and other 
crops, according to UW-Extension 
data. The county produces $9.9 mil-
lion in crops each year.

UW-Extension also noted that 
the county farmers produce $157.2 
million in milk, $39.9 million in 
grain, $38.2 million in beef cattle and 
$959,000 in Christmas trees. About 
$509,000 is sold directly to local con-
sumers, and about 247,241 acres in 
the county are managed by farmers, 
or about 43%.

Economically, farms are a key part 
of the county. Farms pay about $16.3 
million in sales, property and income 
taxes, according to UW-Extension, 
and they generate about $789 million 
in economic activity and provide 
4,849 jobs.

He noted that the farm bureau 
advocates for agriculture producers 
in the county, and it is helped by the 
UW-Extension office in Shawano. 
Even with the COVID-19 restrictions, 
farm bureau employees are working 
behind the scenes to make things 
happen.

“We look forward to any kind of 
conversation you’d like to have with 
us,” Krause said. “If you have an 
issue coming up that has something 
to do with farming or agriculture 
in Shawano County, and you’d like 
some information or someone to sit 
on a committee and come up with a 
proposal, we’ll try to put somebody 
out for you.”

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com
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Planning Out Your Night? Your Weekend?
LET US HELP YOU OUT WITH THAT!

NEW Media’s website (www.newmedia-wi.com) now has a calendar so 
you can keep up with the latest activities — sporting events, entertainment, 
government meetings, community festivals. Just click on the calendar tab 

at the top of the page, and they’ll all be there for you to peruse!

BUT ONLY IF THE COMMUNITY 
TELLS US WHAT’S GOING ON...

There are two ways to submit calendar notices:
• Go to the form on our website at http://www.newmedia-wi.com/
content/community-calendar and fill it out to send to us.
• Send your information by email to editor@newmedia-wi.com 
and put “Community Calendar” in the subject line.
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2 write-ins emerge for Gresham village president
With Grosskopf’s passing, 
Giese and Bahr vying for 

chance to lead community
By LUKE REIMER

Reporter

Voters in Gresham will be cast-
ing their vote April 6 for their next 
village president.

For the village president, the 
only candidate on the ballot is 
incumbent Lyle Grosskopf, who 
recently passed away. With Gross-
kopf as the only name listed, Rick 
Giese is running as a registered 
write-in. Art Bahr is on the ballot 
for a trustee position, but is also 
running a non-registered write-in 
campaign for the village president 
position.

Giese has been serving on the 
Gresham Village Board for 20 years 
and also has a spot as the vice 
chairman on the Shawano County 
Board.

Giese began his campaign for the 
position after he was approached 
by a number of board members. 

As he is run-
ning his write-in 
campaign, he 
has noticed a lot 
of support from 
those he has 
talked to.

“I have been 
going door to 
door, letting 
people know that 
I am running,” said Giese. “I have 
talked to a lot of people who have 
told me that they would support 
me.”

If he was elected as the village 
president, Giese would like to see 
some changes within the infrastruc-
ture of the village.

“I would like to upgrade the in-
frastructure in the village; some of 
it is still from the mid-1950s,” said 
Giese.

Specifically for infrastructure 
upgrades, Giese wants to upgrade 
Fisher and Main streets including 
adding sidewalks. Upgrading the 
infrastructure within the village 
would also appeal to Giese’s next 
point of wanting to better market 
the village.

Giese wants 
to focus on the 
marketing of the 
village as he no-
ticed that there 
are empty lots to 
be filled.

“There are a 
number of lots in 
the village that 
can be filled,” 

said Giese. “We can fill these lots 
by marketing the village better with 
marketing grants.”

With the increase in the price 
for water in the city, Giese also 
believes that strong marketing in 
terms of bringing more residents in 
will reduce the burden on resi-
dents.

“With more residents in the vil-
lage, there will be less burden on all 
of the residents that are paying for 
water in their houses,” said Giese.

The Abby Bank in Gresham is 
also a point of emphasis for Giese. 
Due to the bank’s size, Giese sees 
an opportunity for moving the vil-
lage office inside of the bank.

“We have preliminary talks of 
moving the village office inside of 
the bank, because it is so big in a 
small community,” said Giese.

Due to serving as a trustee for 
numerous years and his position 
within Shawano County, Giese 
believes that he is qualified for the 
position of village president.

“I am qualified for this position 
due to my experience working with 
local governments,” said Giese.

Even though he is not on the bal-
lot, Bahr is running a write-in cam-
paign, talking to local businesses 
and people within the community, 
in hopes of them writing him in.

Bahr has lived in Gresham for 
most of his life. He has previously 
served as the village administrator 
and utility manager as well as serv-
ing as a trustee.

“I am running for the village 
president, because I really do have 
a passion for the village,” said Bahr.

Bahr is currently employed as a 
community development specialist 
with MSA Professional Services. 
In his position, Bahr’s experience 
includes having worked with a 
funding team on various state and 
federal agencies grant and loan 
programs, having attended cli-
ent council meetings to help them 
with the community and economic 
development, and having adminis-
trated grants and loans.

Bahr has worked with 60 differ-

ent communities within Wisconsin 
and believes that his experience 
engineering projects would be ben-
eficial for Gresham.

“This would be a perfect oppor-
tunity for the community to capital-
ize on my experience,” said Bahr.

If elected president, Bahr plans 
to assign specific responsibilities 
for the committees t0 provide the 
planning necessary for the village 
board to discuss and debate is-
sues. Bahr wants to see important 
decisions made based on data and 
reports, rather than assumptions.

“The problem is that the com-
mittees in Gresham do not have 
strong plans,” said Bahr. “I want to 
go back to the basics and be able to 
have a plan in case certain situa-
tions arise”

After telling those in the com-
munity that he is running a write-in 
campaign, Bahr has noticed that the 
feedback has been positive.

“Almost everyone that I have 
talked to has thought that it was a 
good idea,” said Bahr. “People have 
been wondering why I wasn’t on 
the ballot.”

Bahr would also like to see a 
change in how the public is able to 
get their information from board 
agendas.

“There could be improvements 
made in facets of the village opera-
tions,” said Bahr. “Improvements to 
the agendas, so that all public mem-
bers can more clearly understand 
the decisions that are being made.”

Bahr would also make plans on 
to use the American Rescue Plan 
Act funds and other stimulus pro-
grams.

”I just want to see a better 
planned future with respect to all of 
the village residents,” said Bahr.

When the election comes 
around, village clerk Judy Kristof 
noted that if voters ask specific 
questions about Giese and Bahr, the 
poll workers can only give informa-
tion about Giese because he is a 
registered write in, as Bahr is not 
registered.

When at the election site, voters 
will see a place for a write-in name 
on their paper ballot or an area 
to type in a name on the machine 
ballot.

If Grosskopf does in fact win the 
election, then the next step would 
be for the village board to appoint 
someone else as the next village 
president.

lreimer@newmedia-wi.com

RICK GIESEART BAHR
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The city of Oconto Falls and its 
surrounding communities will soon 
have greater access to breast health 
screenings thanks to mobile mam-
mography that will be offered on the 
campus of HSHS St. Clare Memorial 
Hospital.

Starting Friday, April 2, a mobile 
mammography unit will travel to the 
HSHS St. Clare Memorial Hospital 
Prevea Oconto Falls Health Center, 
835 S. Main St., Oconto Falls on the 
first, third and fourth Fridays of each 

month and the second Monday of each 
month. Appointments will be available 
between 8:40 a.m. and 2:40 p.m.

The unit, fully accredited by the 
American College of Radiology, 
is equipped with mammography 
technology that has the capability to 
provide 3-D and/or digital images. It 
also features two changing rooms and 
a waiting room and is staffed by a reg-
istered mammography technologist.

Prevea Health and HSHS Eastern 
Wisconsin hospitals launched the 

mobile mammography unit in 2018 
to provide residents in rural areas 
greater access to high-quality breast 
health screenings. The unit also cur-
rently travels to HSHS St. Clare Me-
morial Hospital Prevea Health Centers 
in Gillett, Lena and Mountain, as well 
as Prevea Health Centers in Oconto, 
Pulaski, Shawano, Marinette and other 
northeast Wisconsin communities.

Appointments in any of those com-
munities can be made by calling 920-
496-4789. To learn about the mobile 

mammography unit and watch a video 
tour, visit www.prevea.com/mammo

All women should talk with their 
health care provider about the ap-
propriate timing for screening mam-
mograms, especially women who are 
age 40 or high-risk. A schedule will be 
based upon an individual’s health. At 
age 40, any woman may wish to begin 
regular screening mammograms. By 
age 45, women should have a screen-
ing mammogram and continue to have 
one at least every other year.

Mobile mammography unit schedule expands

This is not exactly prime gardening 
weather in far Northeast Wisconsin. 
However, if you are planning on hav-
ing any type of a vegetable garden, 
now is the time to order/procure 
seeds for that garden. Gardeners who 
start their own seeds at home need to 
get some of those long-season plants 
started sooner rather than later. Also, 
if you plan on planting very particular 
cultivars, 2021 seed supply of some 
items may be a bit shorter than nor-
mal, so you will want to get your seed 
orders submitted.

As you look through the myriad 
of available options when it comes to 
selecting vegetable seeds, there are a 
few key criteria that you should keep 
in mind. First, make sure your fam-
ily actually likes them. Granted, this 
sounds a bit silly, but you don’t want 
to plant 20 plants of a new tomato or 
cucumber cultivar only to find out that 
the flavor doesn’t match your family’s 
desires. Part of the fun of gardening is 
trying new species or cultivars, but do 
so with caution and only try a small 
row of a new carrot or a plant or two 
of a new tomato, pepper, etc. — until 
you know that you do like it.

Along with a few new ones, have 
your primary production be the stand-
by types that you know are accept-
able for your flavor and use desires. If 
trying a new species, consider one of 
the recommended cultivars found in 
the Vegetable Cultivars and Planting 
Guide for WI Gardens, available free 
online at: https://cdn.shopify.com/s/
files/1/0145/8808/4272/files/A1653.pdf.

In our growing region, another 
major consideration factor is maturity. 
Granted, this is a relative measure-
ment. A 55-day tomato does not pro-
duce mature, edible fruit 55 days after 
planting the seed. However, a 55-day 
tomato will produce edible fruit much 
sooner than will an 80-day cultivar. 

In the Oconto 
County region, 
you will want 
to avoid grow-
ing vegetables 
that have days to 
maturity ratings 
of over 100 days. 
The only way 
these are viable 
is if you start the 
seeds indoors 

long before you are able to transplant 
them outside. In particular, avoid lon-
ger day maturity vine crops (squashes, 
pumpkins, melons); tomato family 
plants (tomatoes, eggplant, pepper); 
and any other full-season, heat-loving 
crop that is later maturing.

Other traits to consider include 
plant size, growth habit, disease resis-
tance, and pest likelihood. If planting 
in-ground gardens, you have more 
flexibility on the first two traits, but if 
planting in containers, you will likely 
want to select smaller plants. Simple to 
grow plants can surprise you if you get 
the wrong trait. A row of green beans 
you thought were bush-type, but are 
actually pole beans, may goof up your 
garden plan, and will definitely create 
a need for a full-scale trellis or support 
system. Alternatively, an easy way to 
expand a small garden’s production is 
to raise vining crops and go vertical.

Some pests are very predictable, 
and if we don’t have the inclination to 
manage them, we may simply not want 
to plant the vegetables which they im-
pact. In some vegetables, we can select 
for pest resistance and make our gar-
dening less frustrating and require less 
work. Not all plant groups have natural 
pest resistance, however. There is no 
resistance within the cabbage family to 
the caterpillars which feed on them. 

Some vegetables have types within 
which we need to choose. A good 

example is onions. In our region, we 
need to plant long-day onions and get 
them in the ground as early as feasible. 
Long-day onions will start forming the 
bulb after triggered to do so by nights 
being shorter than a certain number 
of hours. In our northern region, this 
occurs in mid to late June. If we plant 
short-day onions, such as Vidalia 
types, they would not be triggered to 
start forming their bulbs until way 
too late in our growing season and we 
would likely only get green, salad-type 
growth from them.

As an example, let’s focus on the 
most commonly grown home gar-
den vegetable = tomatoes. If you buy 
seed and start your own plants, you 
can choose from over 500 different 
cultivars. Buying plants locally, you 
may have 20-30 to choose. When you 
select a tomato cultivar, you are select-
ing for fruit size, color, and shape, but, 
most importantly, maturity and growth 
habit. You certainly want to have 
tomato fruits that meet your desires, 
whether that be for salads, sandwiches, 
or making salsa and other processing 
uses. However, you really need them 
to mature in our growing season and 
be ready when/how you want them.

Tomato plants come in all shapes 
and sizes, but the most important 
difference is whether they are deter-
minate or indeterminate. Determinate 
tomatoes are generally more compact 
plants and they form all their flowers 
within a relatively short time frame, 
meaning that most of the fruits mature 
within a shorter time period. These 
are the types grown for commercial 
harvest to make into tomato products, 
but also work very well for home can-
ners. Indeterminate tomatoes are more 
vining, larger plants which produce 
flowers up until they get killed by 
frost. This trait gives them more yield 
capacity, but can also be frustrating, 

as they may put their energy into 
constant growth and blooming and not 
into maturing the fruits already set on 
the plant, leading to very late maturing 
fruit. You can help get around this by 
pruning off new blossoms starting in 
early to mid-August. 

The last point we will discuss is 
seed cost. 2020 was not the best seed 
production year for some vegetables 
and demand is already high, so seed 
cost is likely to be higher than recent 
years. You may need to do some 
searching at various locations or 
through multiple catalogs to find the 
cultivar you want, and don’t be afraid 
to do some cost comparison. If you 
grow the same types of vegetables 
year after year, one simple way to cut 
cost per seed planted is to buy a larger 
quantity and freeze the seed you don’t 
plant. Placing the seed in glass jars in 
a freezer is optimum, especially if you 
have a self-defrosting freezer. Non-
defrosting freezers are better for seed 
storage, as you have more flexibility 
in containers utilized. Seed viability 
of most species is very good in the 
freezer, allowing you to plant them 
for many years, up to decades in some 
cases.

We can’t review every possible 
decision point here, but if you do a 
little homework and look at resources 
such as the planting guide already 
referenced, you can find informa-
tion to assist you. Anyone can always 
contact me, Scott Reuss, UW-Madison 
Division of Extension agriculture/
horticulture agent, with any questions 
about vegetable selection, or any other 
horticultural or agricultural issue. I 
can be reached at 715-732-7510 or scott.
reuss@wisc.edu You can also find 
locally oriented horticulture manage-
ment articles, including seed starting 
basics, at the Marinette Extension 
office webpage.

Vegetable selection for home gardens begins now

SCOTT REUSS
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DOG PARK REOPENS

The Oconto Falls Dog Park was scheduled to open for the season on Thursday, April 1. The park features a special area for smaller dogs, and dogs must wear 
current license tags on their collars while in the park. A complete list of rules is posted outside the entrance to the park, 238 N. Maple Ave. The park was a 
Gold Award project of Girl Scout Emily Gonnering of Oconto Falls, who is now a sophomore at St. Norbert College in De Pere.� WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

Peter Jo Katers and Jody Lynn 
Pinkowski, Oconto Falls.

Noah Fredrick Peterson, Oconto, 
and Renee Cameron Schlador, 
Oconto Falls.

Casey Daniel Carre and Sarah Ann 
Lauman, Chase.

Brian James Weslow and Amanda 
Mae Williams, Little Suamico.
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90 years ago • April 2, 1931 •  
Oconto Falls Herald

OCONTO FALLS – John Geitz 
moved the Master Cleaners and Tai-
loring establishment into the building 
formerly occupied by the Falls Music 
Shop on Main Street.

COLEMAN – Funeral services were 
held Thursday at the first Polish Bap-
tist Church at Pound for John Ermis, 
27, who was killed in an automobile 
accident at Townsend early Monday 
evening.

90 years ago • April 2 , 1931 •  
Gillett Times

GILLETT – Gillett awakened 
Saturday morning to find itself in the 
arms of the heaviest snowstorm of the 
season.

GILLETT – The funeral of Swan 
Stromer Sr., who died Friday, March 
27, was held Monday afternoon. Mr. 
Stromer was a retired cobbler and was 
born in Strom, Sweden.

80 years ago • April 3 , 1941 •  
Oconto Falls Herald

KELLY BROOK – The Erickson 
home at Kelly Brook burned down 
Monday. The fire is said to have been 
caused by a chimney fire that occurred 
earlier in the day.

OCONTO FALLS – A daughter was 
born recently to Mr. and Mrs. May-
nard Delzer.

LENA – The local milk pool was 
purchased by the Frigo Brothers, well-
known cheese makers of Pound, at a 
public auction Saturday. The plant was 
purchased for $11,750.

70 years ago March 29, 1951 •  
Oconto Falls Herald

MORGAN – Joan Birr, a student at 
Milwaukee State Teachers College, 
visited her parents, the Norman Birrs.

OCONTO FALLS – Mr. and Mrs. 
Bruno Richert suffered injuries when 
their car was struck by one driven by a 
Duck Creek resident at Duck Creek.

70 years ago • March 29, 1951 •  
Gillett Times

GILLETT – Donald Blumreich, 
stationed somewhere in the South 
Pacific with the U. S. Navy, pleasantly 
surprised his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
William Blumreich, on Easter when 
he called them to wish them a Happy 
Easter.

SURING – Easter Sunday was an 
especially happy day at the Rob Sten-
gel home. The whole family gathered 
to help celebrate their father’s birth-
day.

60 years ago • March 30, 1961 • 
 Times Herald

GILLETT – Mr. and Mrs. Ray Metz 
celebrated their 25th wedding anniver-
sary Sunday at the Legion Hall.

OCONTO FALLS - Anthony 
Kadlec, rural Oconto Falls, and Donald 
Miller, rural Suring, completed two 
weeks of auctioneer’s schooling at 
Mason City, Iowa. The young men will 
operate as a team.

OCONTO FALLS – The city has a 
new permanent citizen as Phil Neveu 
completed 20 years of service with the 
U.S. Army.

50 years ago • April 1, 1971 •  
Times Herald

LENA – Beverly Urbanek and Ray 
Gilles will represent Lena High School 
as Badger Girl and Badger Boy for 1971.

OCONTO – The Oconto County 
Rural Road naming and building num-
bering system is very near completion. 
After signs are installed by towns, the 

Y E A R S  G O N E  BY
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From the archives of NEW Media and the Oconto Falls 
Community Library.

system will be widely used for emer-
gency service, home deliveries and 
other uses such as snow plowing.

LENA –John and Pat Senn an-
nounce the birth of a son, Gregory 
Paul, March 24. He weighed 8 pounds, 
3 ounces, and measured 21inches long.

40 years ago • April 1, 1981 •  
Times Herald

GILLETT – It was a sad day Friday 
afternoon when the Mirro Aluminum 
plant closed its doors, affecting 47 
employees. As late as last summer, 191 
people were employed in the 24,000 
square-foot building.

OCONTO – A utility pole caught 
fire on the Art Noack property, knock-
ing out service to the Noack home.

OCONTO FALLS – Millard (Chief) 

Delsart, electrical superintendent, re-
tired from Scott Paper Company after 
34 years of dedicated service.

35 years ago • April 2, 1986 •  
Times Herald

OCONTO – It was called the worst 
flood in Oconto history, with compari-
sons made to the floods of 1956 and 
1923. The warm weather from March 
24 to 31 brought a rush of water to 
Oconto with the Oconto River start-
ing to overflow Tuesday and cresting 
Thursday.

Easter egg hunters gather outside Gillett Elementary School for a past year’s Eggstravaganza. This 
year’s event is 10 a.m. to noon Saturday at the church, 5890 State Highway 22 West, Gillett.

FILE | NEW MEDIA

EGG HUNT
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