
By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

A special meeting at the Little Suamico 
Fire Station on Jan. 30 may have an impact 
on how Oconto County tax dollars are 
spent on library services in the future.

Town residents of voting age were 
asked to give the Town Board permission 
to pursue the purchase of the long-vacant 
former BMO Harris Bank building at 1288 
East Frontage Road, with an eye toward 
converting the structure into a public 
library and having the county lease space 
for a sheriff’s department substation and 
Health and Human Services programs.

The meeting at the Little Suamico Fire 
Station in Sobieski took place after press 
time; see newmedia-wi.com for updates.

The board held two informational 
meetings for electors prior to the vote, 
and a third session was canceled because 
of a Jan. 9 snowstorm. At the final in-
formation meeting Jan. 24, Town Board 
Supervisor Elizabeth Paape explained 
that the board proposes to buy the vacant 
building for an estimated $499,900 and 
remodel it for about $370,000, for a total 

cost of $869,900.
According to figures shared at the 

informational session, Oconto County 
would contribute $494,597 toward the 
project, including $154,431 in federal 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds 

that were allocated to local municipalities 
to make up for losses incurred during the 
COVID-19 lockdowns.

Grants and donations — including a
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Empty bank building considered 
for new library, county offices

Little Suamico Town Board Supervisor Liz Paape explains the rationale for talking with owners of the former BMO Harris Bank building about purchasing the vacant structure for 
a library and county offices during a Jan. 24 informational meeting.� WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

The building at the corner of County Road S and East Frontage Road in Little Suamico was originally built as a BMO 
Harris Bank branch that was closed about a decade ago. The Town of Little Suamico is considering purchasing the 
structure, opening a library and leasing office space to Oconto County.� WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

Motion hearing 
held in officer 
shooting case
Prosecutors challenge 

whether testimony would 
be relevant at trial

By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

As the trial of an Oconto Falls woman 
for shooting and wounding a police officer 
approaches, the first of two scheduled 
motion hearings Jan. 25 featured a show-
down between the defense attorney and a 
psychologist he wants to call as a witness.

Alisha Kocken, 31, has already pleaded 
no contest to attempted first-degree inten-
tional homicide, resisting a police officer 
with the consequence of great bodily 
harm, battery or threat to a law officer and 
disarming a police officer. A jury trial is 
scheduled April 1-5 on the second half of 
Kocken’s plea — not guilty by reason of 
mental disease or defect.

During a struggle outside Kocken’s 
apartment Aug. 6, 2021, Kocken grabbed 
Officer Nicole Blaskowski’s gun and shot 
her in the head and chest. The officer was 
wearing a bulletproof vest, and the first 
shot grazed her forehead. A third shot 
missed.

Prosecutors had challenged defense 
attorney John Miller Carroll’s plan to 
call psychologist Dr. Kevin Miller to 
testify about a brief examination he gave 
Kocken later in the month of August 2021 
at Winnebago Mental Health Institute, 
where she was being treated after depu-
ties expressed concern about some of her 
behavior in the Oconto County Jail.

The pre-trial hearing is known as a 
Daubert hearing, in which one or the 
other questions whether a potential ex-
pert witness’ testimony is relevant to the 
case. Miller had resisted Carroll’s efforts 
to bring him in as a witness and seemed to 
agree with prosecutors during his testi-
mony at the hearing, which he presented 
over the Zoom teleconferencing software.

Prosecutor Mark Williams argued 
that Miller’s examination was conducted 
under the rules of Wisconsin State Stat-
utes Chapter 51, specifically to determine 
whether Kocken could be considered dan-
gerous to herself or others, while the trial 
is to determine whether she was legally 
responsible for her actions when she shot 
Blaskowski, under the rules of Chapter 
971.15 and 971.16.

Williams — and Oconto County Cir-
cuit Court Judge Michael Judge — object-
ed when, during his questioning of Miller, 
Carroll described the prosecutors’ motion 
as questioning the psychologist’s reputa-
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$100,000 grant pledged by 
the Leon H. And Clymene 
M. Bond Foundation — 
would reduce the town’s 
commitment to $15,673 
for the building purchase 
and about $159,630 for the 
remodeling.

“The ARPA funds are 
only available through 
2024,” Paape said. “This 
opportunity for the Town 
of Little Suamico has an 
expiration date.”

County Board Chairman 
Al Sleeter told the audi-
ence of about 100 that the 
proposal is similar to the 
project underway in the 
Town of Riverview, where 
the county is helping to 
build a community center, 
in part with ARPA money, 
that includes a wing for 
county offices.

The Little Suamico li-
brary would be the seventh 
local library in Oconto 
County, and establishing the 
facility would prevent town 
dollars from migrating not 
only to the other six librar-
ies but also Brown County, 
said Sleeter, Paape and 
other town board members.

A little-known law, 
passed in the 1990s with the 
support of urban legislators, 
allows counties with con-
solidated library systems to 
charge neighboring coun-
ties that don’t have county 
libraries when residents 

borrow books from the con-
solidated libraries. Brown 
County has been able to use 
that law to charge Oconto 
County hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars over the 
years.

In 2022, the latest year 
for which statistics are 
available, Oconto County 
residents took out 37,108 
books and other items 
from Brown County library 
branches, with a majority 
of that circulation — 21,480 
items — coming from Little 
Suamico residents bor-
rowing from the library 
branches in Howard and 
Pulaski.

“The Brown County bill 
that’s due in May 2024 is 
$157,048,” Paape said. “Little 
Suamico over the last 10 
years has spent $1.2 million 
that left this town for library 
circulations and supporting 
other Oconto County librar-
ies. Wouldn’t it have been 
nice if it could have stayed 
here?”

Supervisor Tracey 
Krumrei emphasized that 
the proposal would prevent 
the migration of tax dollars 
away from Little Suamico.

“If we have our own 
library, we don’t have to pay 
that tax to Brown County. 
You can still go to those 
libraries and use them, 
but we’re not taxed at that 
point,” Krumrei said. “So, if 

you’re in Green Bay and you 
think, ‘Jeez, I have to go all 
the way to Little Suamico to 
get my books,’ no, you can 
still go to (Howard), you 
can still go to Pulaski and 
use them, but they can’t tax 
us.”

Town Chairman Dale 
Mohr said the availability 
of the one-time federal dol-
lars means the window is 
closing for the town to act 
without a much larger influx 
of local dollars.

“The opportunity before 
us now probably won’t 
present itself again because 
the ARPA money from the 
county won’t be there,” 
Mohr said.

He added that a yes vote 
only opens the door to talks.

“We’re asking you is 
this a good idea, and if so 
we’ll take it to the next step, 
meaning we can negoti-
ate with the sellers of the 
property … We don’t have 
to buy the property. We 
can just walk away. But we 
cannot even make offers, we 
can’t get into contracts or 
anything like that, without 
the electors saying to do it.”

Mohr acknowledged that 
a townwide reassessment 
last fall has already raised 
local property taxes, but the 
unique opportunity could 
allow future tax dollars to 
stay in Little Suamico.

“Because we have 5,500 
people in the town right 
now, we’re automatically 
paying the county for li-
brary services,” he said. “It’s 
based on population, so we 
pay about $185,000 a year to 
the county, even though we 
don’t have a library service.”

The proposal was 
presented at a sparsely 
attended electors meet-
ing in November, when a 
resolution failed by a 37-31 
vote, Mohr said. The town 
board considered holding a 
referendum but were told 
it can’t do a mandatory 
referendum, so supervisors 
decided on a second elec-
tors meeting, this time with 
two informational meetings 
and information posted on 
the town website.

Town resident Frank 
Nowak objected to holding 
a second electors meeting.

“We did vote on this 
Nov. 7,” Nowak said. “We 
voted no, but they weren’t 
happy so we’re going to 
keep voting and keep vot-
ing and keep voting until 
they say yes, period. That’s 
what’s going to happen.”

Nowak interrupted 
several speakers, at times 
describing the board’s 

explanations as lies, until 
Mohr had him removed 
from the meeting as disrup-
tive.

Resident Steve Daniels 
expressed skepticism that 
the town would save money 
in the long run.

“I just feel you’re trying 
to paint a really, really rosy 
picture, and we’ve had rosy 
pictures painted before that 
have come back to bite us in 
the butt,” Daniels said.

He added that the county 
is already looking into es-
tablishing a southern branch 
library, but Sleeter pointed 
out that the proposed south-
ern library and the Little 
Suamico project are one and 
the same.

Resident Mike Verba 
said his college-age sons 
frequently use the Howard 
library and were excited 
to learn a local library 
might be established 
seven minutes from the 
family home.

“In 10 years $1.2 million 
left our community, plus we 
have the possibility of losing 
this COVID money,” Verba 
said. “I would rather all that 
stay in this little community. 
My family will adamantly 
vote yes for this.”
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RESULTS ONLINE
The Little Suamico town meeting regarding a potential library occurred after 

the print edition of the Oconto County Times Herald went to press. Find updated 
coverage at newmedia-wi.com and the Feb. 9 print edition.

Little Suamico residents gather at their Town Hall for a Jan. 24 informational 
meeting about plans for a library and county sub-station at the former BMO 
Harris Bank building.� WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

A bill that prohibits 
strip searches of students 
conducted by school 
personnel is on its way to 
the governor’s desk for his 
signature.

State Rep. David Stef-
fen, R-Howard, and state 
Sen. Eric Wimberger, 
R-Green Bay, introduced 
Senate Bill 111 in response 
to an incident at the Sur-
ing School District involv-
ing six teenage girls being 
ordered to strip down 
to their underwear by 
then-superintendent Kelly 
Casper. The search was al-
legedly conducted to find 
a nicotine vape pen.

All four state lawmak-
ers serving Oconto Coun-
ty signed on as sponsors 
to the bill, including Wim-
berger, state Sen. Mary 
Felzkowski, R-Tomahawk, 
state Rep. Jeffrey Mursau, 
R-Crivitz, and state Rep. 
Elijah Behnke, R-Oconto.

Under current law, 
strip searching a student 
is a Class B misdemeanor. 
However, Wisconsin’s 
definition of “strip search” 
is a search that would 
expose a student’s private 
areas. Because of this 
limited definition, pros-
ecutors decided Casper 

could not be charged with 
this offense. The new bill 
extends the definition of 
“strip search” to include 
searches that would 
require a student to strip 
down to their underwear, 
making this a chargeable 
offense moving forward.

“The incident that oc-
curred at Suring revealed 
a statutory loophole that 
needs to be closed in 
order to protect our stu-
dents from such humiliat-
ing and intrusive search-
es,” Steffen said. “We 
expect that our kids are 
being treated with dignity 
and basic privacy when at 
school — this bill helps to 
ensure that.”

The bill does not affect 
existing laws regarding 
strip searches by law en-
forcement.

Casper was charged 
in February 2022 with 
false imprisonment, but 
a Brown County judge 
ruled the alleged facts in 
the case did not fit that 
charge, either. The Suring 
School Board suspended 
Casper with pay shortly 
after charges were filed, 
and it eventually approved 
a resignation/separation 
agreement with Casper.

Student strip search 
measure passes

Children play in the water during a Sunset Concert Series performance at East Side Beach in Oconto Falls. The city is considering ways to maintain lifeguard 
service and other park amenities at the beach and around the city.� FILE | NEW MEDIA

The Oconto Falls Park 
and Recreation Commit-
tee is not giving up on East 
Side Beach.

The city has been cop-
ing with a social media 
outcry since it passed the 
2024 budget with a note 
that there would be no 
lifeguards at the beach this 
summer, mainly because of 
ongoing staffing shortages, 
and the popular swimming 
raft will probably not be 
launched because of the 

need for costly repairs.
Officials announced last 

week that they are prepar-
ing a grant application for 
a project of up to $175,000 
and are seeking residents’ 
input on what recreation 
improvements would like 
to see at city parks or 
beaches. Examples include 
playground improvements 
and bathroom upgrades.

Ideas can be sent 
by Feb. 23 to info@
ci.ocontofalls.wi.us or mail 

to City of Oconto Falls, 
Attention Park and Rec, 
P.O. Box 70, Oconto Falls, 
WI 54154. Ideas can also be 
dropped at City Hall. The 
committee plans to discuss 
and review ideas when it 
meets in March.

The city also contin-
ues to seek staffing help 
at Eastside Beach for the 
summer of 2024. After the 
January city council meet-
ing, the city posted open-
ings to serve as seasonal 

beach supervisor, head 
lifeguard and lifeguards. 
Lifeguards must be 15 and 
have current lifeguard 
certification. For training 
reimbursement details, call 
920-846-4505.

Candidates should com-
plete the City of Oconto 
Falls employee application 
located at City Hall, 500 N. 
Chestnut Ave., or Oconto 
Falls Library 251 N. Main 
St. Oconto Falls, or www.
cityofocontofalls.com. 

City seeks input for beach, parks improvements
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John “J.P.” Paige, 33, 
Oconto Falls, died sudden-
ly Sunday morning, Jan. 21, 
2024, at home.

He was born Jan. 8, 1991, 
at Landstuhl Army Hospi-
tal in Germany. Because of 
his mother’s career in the 
U.S. Air Force, John moved 
back to the U.S. at the age 
of 2 years to Shaw Air 
Force Base in South Caro-
lina. He also lived at Air 
Force bases in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, Sey-
mour Johnson Air Force 
Base in North Carolina and 
Dover Air Force Base in 
Delaware. J.P. then moved 
with his family to Crystal 
Falls, Michigan, and gradu-
ated from Forest Park High 
School with the class of 
2010.

John was employed at 

Grady 
Foundry 
in Kings-
ford, 
managed 
fast food 
restau-
rants 
and was 
a welder 

at Marinette Marine. He 
then moved to Walton 
Beach, Florida, where he 
worked at the Crab Trap. 
John returned to Wiscon-
sin and was employed at 
ST Paper in Oconto Falls.

As someone who liked 
to cook, he enjoyed food 
and being the life of the 
party. J.P. will be fondly 
remembered for his free 
spirit, kind heart, making 
others laugh and willing-
ness to help others.

Survivors are his 
mother, Donelle (Kevin) 
Lefebvre, Oconto Falls; 
his son, Alaric Wesson 
Paige; four siblings, C.J. 
(Austen) Greene, Florida, 
Billy Paige, Oconto Falls, 
Samantha (Brad) Zima, 
Green Bay, and Ben Paige, 
Michigan; his nieces and 
nephews of whom he was 
so fond of, Audrina, Carter 
and Gunner Greene, and 
River Zima.

He was preceded in 
death by his maternal 
grandmother, Dolores Mc-
Mullen; and special uncle, 
Jeff Craig.

Visitation was held 
after noon Tuesday, Jan. 
30, 2024, at Jones Funeral 
Service in Oconto Falls 
until the time of service at 
3 p.m. Tuesday.

John Paige

OBITUARIES

Proceedings of Jan. 26
• After a preliminary 

hearing Randy L. Brempell, 
52, Lena, was bound over and 
pleaded not guilty to theft of 
movable property valued be-
tween $10,000 and $100,000, 
in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred Nov. 3. 
Judge Michael Judge sched-
uled a pre-trial conference for 
March 14.

Proceedings of Jan. 25
• After a preliminary 

hearing Sara Lee Ducat, 35, 
Oconto, was bound over on 
charges of battery or threat 
to a law officer, misdemeanor 
disorderly conduct, in con-
nection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Nov. 19. 
Judge Jay Conley scheduled 
arraignment for Feb. 15.

• After a preliminary hear-
ing, Angela D. Hawkins, 37, 
Abrams, was bound over on 
charges of child abuse and 
substantial battery, in con-
nection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Dec. 22. 

Conley scheduled arraign-
ment for Feb. 15.

Proceedings of Jan. 23
• Carolyn Marie Moore, 

45, Appleton, pleaded no con-
test to a misdemeanor charge 
of possession of THC, in con-
nection with an incident that 
occurred March 26, 2023. The 
charge was amended from a 
felony in a plea agreement. 
Judge withheld sentencing 
and placed her on probation 
for one year with conditions.

Proceedings of Jan. 22
• Shawn C. Saeger Jr., 35, 

Oconto, pleaded no contest 
to a misdemeanor charge of 
theft of movable property, in 
connection with an incident 
that occurred July 27, 2022. 
Conley ordered that Saeger 
pay restitution to the victim as 
well as fines, court costs and 
attorney fees.

• David Lawrence Vanness, 
58, Luxemburg, waived his 
right to a preliminary hearing 
and pleaded not guilty to op-

erating a motor vehicle while 
intoxicated (sixth offense) 
and operating with a prohib-
ited blood-alcohol content, 
in connection with a crash 
that occurred Sept. 30. Judge 
scheduled a pre-trial confer-
ence for May 7.

• Ashley R. Degroot, 37, 
formerly of Gillett, waived 
her right to a preliminary 
hearing and was bound over 
on charges of possession of 
narcotic drugs, possession of 
methamphetamine, and mis-
demeanor possession of drug 
paraphernalia, in connection 
with an incident that allegedly 
occurred Aug. 1. Conley sched-
uled arraignment for Feb. 15.

• Rhonda R. Shampo, 61, 
Oconto, waived her right to 
a preliminary hearing and 
was bound over on charges 
of second-degree recklessly 
endangering safety and mis-
demeanor disorderly conduct, 
in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred Oct. 
29. Arraignment was sched-
uled for March 5.

OCONTO COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

tion and methodology.
“The basis for the 

Daubert hearing is that 
certainly this is an emi-
nently qualified psycholo-
gist, but the methodology 
that he used in conduct-
ing this examination was 
not a methodology that 
is relevant for a 971.15 or 
971.16 opinion,” Williams 
said. “His opinion is for 
a Chapter 51 diagnosis, 
and certainly that is not 
relevant in a 971.16 and a 
971.15 examination. He did 
not examine this defen-
dant under an NGI (not 
guilty because insane) 
standard.”

Miller agreed with the 
prosecution argument, and 
repeatedly told Carroll that 
he has no specific memory 
of meeting with Kocken.

“That year according 
to my records, beginning 
May 1 until the end of the 
year, I conducted ap-
proximately 178 exams,” 
he said. “I do not have 
independent recollection 
of this case, this report, 
what I reviewed, etc.”

Reviewing his re-
port from that session, 
Miller confirmed that he 
checked boxes on a form 
indicating Kocken is men-
tally ill and on the schizo-
phrenia scale. The report 
indicates he saw her for 
five to 10 minutes, tried 
to explain her rights, and 
the session ended when 
she said “I’m done talking 
with you” and left.

Miller said he agreed 
with Williams’ asser-
tion that it would not be 
proper for him to testify 
in an NGI trial based on 
the August 2021 exam.

“Once I give a patient 
informed consent regard-
ing the nature and pur-
pose of the evaluation, I 
can’t then bait and switch 
or change horses in the 
middle of the stream. 
Otherwise I have commit-
ted an ethical violation,” 
Miller said. “I apparently 
produced a report that 
I have no independent 
recollection of, and since 
I did not inform her of 
the nature of the evalu-

ation to include a 971 
case; therefore, I have no 
opinion on this case.”

Carroll argued that he 
does not want Miller to 
testify as an expert wit-
ness but to acknowledge 
that psychologists treated 
Kocken for mental illness 
while she was in custody. 
A second psychologist is 
due to testify at a fol-
lowup motion hearing 
Feb. 22.

“I’d like to brief the is-
sue and order a transcript 
of this hearing,” Carroll 
said. “It’s that important to 
us that we get this right.”

“To be quite frank, 
I’m ready to rule from 
the bench but … I’ll give 
attorney Carroll till Feb. 
2 to file his brief,” Judge 
said.

Williams said prosecu-
tors have already filed 
briefs on the issue and 
have nothing further. 
Judge said he will file a 
written decision prior to 
the next hearing.

wbluhm@newsmedia-wi.com
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Oconto County Court spectators and defendant Alisha Kocken watch psychologist Kevin Miller testify Jan. 25 during 
a hearing to determine whether Miller can be subpoenaed to appear at Kocken’s trial for the attempted homicide of 
an Oconto Falls police officer.� WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

OCONTO COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
Jan. 25

Deputies responded to 36 
incidents, including suspi-
cious activity on East Frontage 
Road in the Town of Abrams, 
three traffic stops, five citizen 
assists, one miscellaneous 
traffic incident, three welfare 
checks; two 911 hangups and 
one open line; five crashes, 
four involving deer.
Jan. 24

Deputies responded to 36 
incidents, including theft near 
Goatsville and North Porcu-
pine Lake roads in the Town of 
Spruce, criminal damage on 
County Road HH in the Town 
of Underhill, child neglect at 
an undisclosed location, theft 
on Logtown Road in the Town 
of Oconto, harassment on 
Horseshoe Drive in the Town 
of Brazeau, a wanted person 
on Birch Avenue in Oconto 
Falls, two traffic stops, two 
citizen assists, one miscel-
laneous traffic incident; three 
open-line calls; three ambu-
lance calls; four crashes, two 
involving deer.
Jan. 23

Deputies responded to 62 
incidents, including property 
damage on County Road N in 
the Town of Oconto, fraud on 
Arbutus Avenue in Oconto, 
a snowmobile accident near 
Smyth Road and County Road 
F in the Town of Lakewood, 
suspicious activity on East 

Brook Street in Suring, 
suspicious activity on West 
Shore Drive in the Town of 
Mountain, 10 traffic stops, 
two traffic hazards, two 
traffic offenses, two citizen 
assists, three miscellaneous 
traffic incidents, two welfare 
checks; two 911 hangups and 
six open lines; two ambu-
lance calls; six crashes, one 
involving deer.
Jan. 22

Deputies responded to 60 
incidents, including property 
damage on County Road NN 
in the Town of Oconto, a dis-
turbance on Claywood Road 
in the Town of Maple Valley, 
child enticement in the Town 
of Lakewood, squad damage 
near Bismark Lane and County 
Road T in the Town of Doty, 
fire on South White Po-
tato Lake Road in the Town of 
Brazeau, 11 traffic stops, one 
traffic offense, one citizen as-
sist, one miscellaneous traffic 
incident, two welfare checks; 
five open-line 911 calls; one 
crash involving deer.
Jan. 21

Deputies responded to 17 
incidents, including a death 
investigation in Oconto 
Falls, suspicious activity on 
Pine Avenue in the Town of 
Oconto, one traffic stop, one 
traffic hazard, two welfare 
checks; one open-line 911 call; 
one crash.

Jan. 20
Deputies responded to 23 

incidents, including a distur-
bance on Green Bay Avenue in 
Oconto Falls, suspicious activ-
ity near Saint Johns and Hayes 
roads in the Town of How, a 
snowmobile accident on Old 
32 Road in the Town of Lake-
wood, suspicious activity on 
Valley Line Road in the Town 
of Spruce, four traffic stops, 
one traffic hazard, one citizen 
assist, one miscellaneous traf-
fic incident; four open-line 911 
calls; one ambulance call; two 
crashes.
Jan. 19

Deputies responded to 
44 incidents, including a 
disturbance on Hayes Road in 
the Town of How, a snowmo-
bile accident on Bonita Road 
in the Town of Mountain, a 
structure fire on County Road 
G in the Town of Spruce, 
suspicious activity on East 
Frontage Road in the Town 
of Little Suamico, suspicious 
activity near state Highway 
32-64 and South Green Lake 
Lane in the Town of Moun-
tain, four traffic stops, one 
traffic hazard, three traffic 
offenses, one citizen assist, 
one miscellaneous traffic 
incident, one welfare check; 
two 911 hangups and two 
open lines; two ambulance 
calls; four crashes, three 
involving deer.

On any given day, there are countless stories just waiting to 
be told. Our staff reporters can only cover so much, so we 

count on correspondents to help out when the need arises.

NEW Media is looking for help in covering meetings 
and events in Oconto County, Menominee County and 

western Shawano County. Anyone with a curious mind, a 
photographer’s eye and the skill to turn a phrase can apply.

NEWS CORRESPONDENT

Send a resume with writing and photography samples to 
city editor Lee Pulaski at lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com.
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STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

OCONTO COUNTY
CIVIL DIVISION 
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A. 
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
Plaintiff         Case No. 
2023CV000059
 

        Vs. 

KRISTOPHER M. WIRTS; SARAH M. 
WIRTS; CAPITAL ONE BANK (USA) 

Defendants 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that by virtue of 
a judgment of foreclosure entered on 
August 8, 2023, in the amount of 
$133,240.89, the Sheriff, or Designee, 
will sell the described premises at public 
auction as follows:
 
TIME: February 13, 2024 at 10:00 a.m.
TERMS:      1. 10% down in cash, 
cashier’s check or certified funds at the 
time of sale; balance due within 10 days 
of confirmation of sale; failure to pay 
balance due will result in forfeit of deposit 
to plaintiff.
2. Sold “as is” and subject to all legal 
liens and encumbrances.
3. Buyer to pay applicable Wisconsin 
Real Estate Transfer Tax in addition to 
the purchase price.
4. Bidders not a party to this action are 
subject to the requirements of Wisconsin 
Statute Section 846.155.
PLACE:      Lobby of the Oconto 
County Courthouse, Treasurer's Office, 
301Washington Street, Oconto, WI 54153
Property description:
LOT TWENTY (20), ACCORDING TO 
THE RECORDED PLAT OF 
WILDFLOWER ACRES, A COUNTY 
PLAT, IN THE TOWN OF LITTLE 
SUAMICO, OCONTO COUNTY, 
WISCONSIN.
 
Tax Key No.: 024-19250251220
 
Property Address: 804 Poppy Lane, Little 
Suamico, WI 54141
 
Shannon K Cummings
State Bar No. 1033710
Attorney for Plaintiff
633 W. Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 408
Milwaukee, WI, 53203
Phone: 312-541-9710
Mailing Address:
30 N. LaSalle St., Suite 3650
Chicago, Illinois, 60602
 
 
Johnson, Blumberg & Associates, LLC. is 
the creditor’s attorney and is attempting 
to collect a debt on its behalf.  Any 
information obtained will be used for that 
purpose.

WNAXLP

A Cecil woman died 
Jan. 28 after the car she 
was driving collided with 
a semitrailer truck in the 
Town of Oconto Falls.

Oconto County Sher-
iff Todd Skarban said 
the emergency dispatch 
center was notified at 8:18 
a.m. about a two-vehicle 
crash on state Highway 32 
near the intersection with 
County Road CC. Re-
sponding deputies found 
an overturned semi in the 
west ditch and a passen-
ger car in the northbound 
lane, both with extensive 
damage.

A preliminary investi-

gation revealed a 76-year-
old woman was traveling 
west on County Road CC 
when the car failed to stop 
at the intersection and 
was struck by the south-
bound truck operated by 
a 39-year-old man from 
Krakow, Skarban said.

The woman, who was 
the lone occupant of the 
passenger car, was taken 
by ambulance to a Green 
Bay hospital and later 
died as a result of injuries 
sustained in the crash. 
The truck driver also was 
transported to a hospital 
in Green Bay and treated 
for his injuries.

The sheriff said an 
ongoing investigation is 

being conducted by the 
Oconto County Sheriff’s 
Office and the Brown 
County Medical Exam-
iner’s Office. No other 
information is being re-
leased at this time.

The Oconto County 
Sheriff’s Office was as-
sisted by the Wisconsin 
State Patrol, Gillett Police 
Department, Town of 
Gillett Fire Department, 
Oconto Falls Fire Depart-
ment, Gillett Area Am-
bulance Service, Oconto 
Falls Ambulance Service, 
Eagle III, Oconto County 
Emergency Management 
and the Brown County 
Medical Examiner’s Of-
fice.

Cecil woman killed in Oconto County crash
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Terms of Sale: Cash or Check w/ Letter of Credit.  RWAC #480 Col. Len Yoap, RWA 338   
11149 Ledge Lane, Coleman, WI 54112   More Info at www.yoapandyoap.com      
YYOOAAPP  &&  YYOOAAPP  AAuuccttiioonn  &&  RReeaall  EEssttaattee          ((992200))  660044--11770044  

550000  TTooyyss  aatt  YYooaapp’’ss    AAuuccttiioonn    GGaalllleerryy 
6234 Duame Road,  Lena  Stiles Junction (Hwys 141 & 22) 

Sunday, Feb. 11th  *10 AM 
  CCaattaalloogg  aatt  yyooaappaannddyyooaapp..ccoomm  

    Pressed Steel Toys: Keystone hand-
    crank Dump Truck, Museum-quality Key
   stone bucket loader, Keystone steam shovel & roller, 
1920’s Sturditoy U.S. Mail truck, Buddy L Steam Shovel w/ steel tracks by Norman 
Thomas, Buddy L ice truck & IH “Red Baby” trucks by Thomas, 1950’s Marx 
planes for PanAm & American Airlines, 1930’s Tip-Top Giant Flyer, Tin Litho toys, 
Marx army tanks, Structo & Tonka trucks, Ny-Lint & Doepke construction toys  
1/32 European Toys:  50 Years Claas Jaguar, Jaguars made for 10, 15, 20, 25, 
30 & 40,000th, Early Jaguars by Norev, Norscot, Britains & Siku, Gold Chaser Lex-
ion 580 combine, 1 of 1,000 Claas Xerion 12.650 for US & Europe, Challenger 645C 
combine, 1 of 60 Krone Big-X 1180 choppers for Ireland, Black Big-X 580, “Big 
Impact” Krone baler, Deutz Warrior in Java green, Fendt 1050 w/ New Cab, 1 of 50 
Fendt 828 for Scotland, Traktorado Fendts, 1 of 50 JD 6150R for Ireland, Schuco 
JD 7520 & 8010, Big Bud 16V-747 & Chasers in Ice, Dirty & Tan finishes, New MF, 
Valtra  & McCormick replicas, Russian Kirovets, Big Roy & Other Versatiles 
1/16 Farm Toys: 1 of 10 Case IH 2366 100,000th Axial Flow combine, 2388 Sil-
ver Anniversary combine, 50,000th Maxxum, Magnum & Steiger, Gold & Silver 
Anniversary Magnums & Steigers, Precision Engineering IH 4786 Industrial for St. 
Jude Children’s Hospital, IH 4586 in 5-Millionth paint, JD 4440 in shadow box for 
St. Jude, Precision Engineering JD 9400T Industrial, 1 of 160 AGCOSTAR 8360 
4WD in Massey red, AGCO DT255 & Silver Bullet puller, Kinze Big Blue & 1050 
Grain Carts, Pair of Big Roy Versatiles, Scratch-built Ford, Oliver & Case com-
bines, Oliver 2455 Louisville, Special Ed Oliver, MM & Allis tractors, Gleaner R60 
Hawk & Gold R62 Farm Show, JD 4995 Windrower, 1988 Denver 8960, Prestige 
Select JD combine & 8850, Gold 4440, Museum 4450, RABA 1066, 2+2 & Steiger 
1/8 Tractors: 1 of 150 Cockshutt 1850, Checkerboard Oliver 1800, Purple 1850, 
1850 Industrial, 1755 Farm Show, Farm Progress 1850 w/ Duals 
Diecast Trucks & Construction: 1 of 125 Smith-Miller KW Cabover wrecker, 
1 of 100 Smitty Toys Mack semi, Smith Miller Mack LJT w/ Talbert Lowboy, All-
American Timber-Toter, IH semis w/ lowboys, United Rentals ProStar w/ Load, 
Dozens of 1st Gear trucks including KW Bull-nose, White COE, Macks, IH Metro & 
Petes, Corgi US & European haulers, 1/16 Precision JD 544J Loader, 3 New Old 
Stock Manitowoc cranes, Case & New Holland toys from Germany, Selection of 
CAT models including Mining, Fiat-Hitachi toys, Rotating Telehandlers, Grove 
cranes, Liebherr models, Komatsu Dealer truck & Load, German O&K models 
1/64 & Other Toys: 100yr. old Electric & Wood girl’s stoves, Pond boat w/ 
Johnson windup motor, Toy Tommy guns, Marklin anti-aircraft gun, Hot Wheels 
Ultimate “Back to the Future” & “Ghostbusters” vehicles, 1966 Hurst “Hairy Olds” 
drag racer, 1939 Disney rollover Pluto, Minnie Mouse puppets & Donald Duck car, 
1/64 Brent Avalanche, Elmer’s & Kinze carts, Big Dog truck & trailer, Bauer planter, 
Chrome JD Dealer set, Allis 7030 & 7050 Chasers and Lots of Other TOYS!!! 
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LOWEST
GUA R A N T EED

PRICES

FREE DELIVERY ANYWHERE IN WISCONSIN
3 DAYS OR LESS

48 MONTHS ON FURNITURE & MATTRESSES
18 MONTHS ON ELECTRONICS AND APPLIANCESINTEREST-FREE FINANCING

(715) 526-6196 SENZIGS.COM 1482 E GREEN BAY ST, SHAWANO, WI 54166

*WITH MINIMUM SPEND; SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. *WITH CREDIT APPROVAL. MINIMUM MONTHLY PAYMENT REQUIRED. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.

DISCONTINUED ITEMS

MARKED DOWN PRICES ON

FACTORY OVERSTOCK
SPECIAL PURCHASES

BARGAIN
BARN

the SHERWOOD QUEEN

$399
MODEL#: 1128

ASHLEY SOFA

$999
MODEL#: 1870438

5 PC SET

$899
MODEL#: D161

WASHER & DRYER SET
A MONTH
FOR 18 MONTHS

WITH INTEREST-FREE FINANCING
$99

GFW550/GFD55

A MONTH FOR 18 MONTHS

55” SMART TV

WITH INTEREST-FREE FINANCING

$27 UN55CU7000

A MONTH FOR 48 MONTHS$45 MS5120

ENTERTAINMENT CENTER

ALL ELECTRONICS 18%
 OFF

POWER RECLINER SECTIONAL

A MONTH
FOR 48 MONTHS

WITH INTEREST-FREE FINANCING
$71

ALL ON SALE FURNITURE 30% OFF

U8290201

A MONTH
FOR 48 MONTHS$45

PLUS UP TO $300 IN-STORE CREDIT

WITH INTEREST-FREE FINANCING

MATTRESSES ALL SALE PRICED
53000 SERIES - SOFT, MEDIUM, OR FIRM

QUEEN MATTRESS

18% OFF APPLIANCES

ALL RUGS & DECOR  35% OFF SALE PRICE
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
FRIDAY, FEB. 2

NAVARINO: Light Up 
the Night – Torchlight Ski/
Snowshoe, 5:30-7:30 p.m., 
Navarino Nature Center, 
W5646 Lindsten Road. Free 
with nonperishable food item. 
Does not include rentals. 
Without food donation, $5 
members, $10 non-members, 
$20 family. Register by calling 
715-758-6999 or visit www.
navarino.org.

SATURDAY, FEB. 3
SHAWANO: Second annual 

Give Kids a Smile, 7 a.m. to 
1 p.m., Walsh Dental, 657 N. 
Main St. Free dental evaluation 
and same-day treatment 
for children ages 6-14. No 
appointment needed. First 
come, first served basis. 
For information, contact Dr. 
Scarlett Young at 715-524-
2581 at Walsh Dental Group.

SHAWANO: Snake Slayer 
Fishing Tournament and 
Meat Raffle, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Bamboo Bar and Grill, W5884 
Cedar Court. Must fish 
Shawano Lake only. Info and 
complete rules at Bamboo Bar 
Facebook page or 715-201-
1158.

WITTENBERG: “The Art of 
the Quilter X – Sew Bee It,” 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m., WOWSPACE, 
114 Vinal St. More than 40 
quilts on display; People’s 
Choice awards and Award of 
Excellence to be given.

BONDUEL: Doubles 
Cribbage Tournament, noon 
to 4 p.m., Gehm’s Club 117, 117 
N. Cecil St. 24 spots available. 
$30 per team. Pre-register by 
phone 715-758-2164 or stop in.

TOWNSEND: Far From 
Snoozin’ Bed Races, 1 p.m., 
Wendt’s Sandbar Resort, 
16688 Nicolet Road. Five-
person teams, $25 per team, 
100% payout, bed is provided. 
Registration begins at noon, 

meat raffle during races, 
50/50 raffle, DJ, food and 
beverages.

SUNDAY, FEB. 4
WITTENBERG: “The Art of 

the Quilter X – Sew Bee It,” 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m., WOWSPACE, 
114 Vinal St. More than 40 
quilts on display; People’s 
Choice awards and Award of 
Excellence to be given.

ABRAMS: Machickanee 
Forest Meet and Greet, noon to 
3 p.m., Trailhead Machickanee 
Cross-Country Ski Club, 6625 
Timberline Road. Meet club 
members and find out more 
about the trails and the club. 
Fires for warming and cooking.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 7
SHAWANO: Coffee 

Connections, 8-9 a.m., 
Shawano Country Chamber of 
Commerce, 1263 S. Main St. 
Guest speaker from Shawano 
School District.

THURSDAY, FEB. 8
OCONTO: American Legion 

Post 74, 6 p.m., Crivello’s 
Restaurant, 818 Main St., 
Oconto. Come early for social 
time and remain after for light 
buffet.

SHAWANO: “Hello Dolly,” 
7 p.m., Shawano Community 
High School, 220 County 
Road B. Tickets at www.
shawanotheater.ludus.com. 
Information: 715-526-2175.

FRIDAY, FEB. 9
KESHENA: Winter Farmers 

Market, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 
College of Menominee Nation 
Cultural Learning Center, N188 
State Highway 47-55, biweekly 
through April 19. Artisan 
Native crafts, hot food, baked 
goods and more. Sponsored 
by the college’s Sustainable 
Development Institute.

OCONTO FALLS: Special 

Education Awareness Night, 7 
p.m., Oconto Falls High School 
Fieldhouse, 210 N. Farm Road, 
presented by OFHS Student 
Council and girls basketball 
team.

SHAWANO: “Hello Dolly,” 
7 p.m., Shawano Community 
High School, 220 County 
Road B. Tickets at www.
shawanotheater.ludus.com. 
Information: 715-526-2175.

OCONTO: Machickanee 
Players Theatre presents 
“Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein,” 
7 p.m., Park Avenue Playhouse, 
408 Park Ave. Tickets at www.
MachickaneePlayers.com.

PULASKI: “Sister Act: The 
Musical,” 7 p.m., Pulaski High 
School, 1040 St. Augustine St. 
Tickets $9 at pulaskihs.ludus.
com.

SATURDAY, FEB. 10
PULASKI: “Sister Act: The 

Musical,” 2 p.m., Pulaski High 
School, 1040 St. Augustine St. 
Tickets $9 at pulaskihs.ludus.
com.

CECIL: Lunds Snowbirds 
Sweethearts Dance and Raffle, 
7-11 p.m., Golden Sands Golf 
Course, 300 Nabor Road. 
Raffle ticket for entry or $5 
at the door. Music by Spark, 
Spark, Bang.

OCONTO: Machickanee 
Players Theatre presents 
“Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein,” 
7 p.m., Park Avenue Playhouse, 
408 Park Ave. Tickets at www.
MachickaneePlayers.com.

SHAWANO: “Hello Dolly,” 
7 p.m., Shawano Community 
High School, 220 County 
Road B. Tickets at www.
shawanotheater.ludus.com. 
Information: 715-526-2175.

PULASKI: “Sister Act,” 7 
p.m., Pulaski High School, 
Ripley Performing Arts Center, 
1040 S. St. Augustine St. 
Tickets $9, available at www.
pulaskihs.ludus.com.

Trees in winter reveal what’s beneath the leaves
One of my favorite 

things about the winter 
season is visiting the trees 
found in our backyards, 
parks and woodlands. 
The winter trees, though 
we often think of them as 
skeletons of their summer 
selves, possess a beauty, 
elegance and otherworldly 
presence.

Even in your own back-
yard, take a walk among 
the trees and give them a 
closer look.

Look at the bark, the 
perfect textures and 
imperfections and colors. 
Look at the lichens and 
mosses that may grow 
upon them. Look for the 
tiny cocoons or chrysalises 
of insects, moths and but-
terflies.

As you walk among your 
backyard trees, take a close 
look at the tips of each 
branch and twig. The leaf 
buds for the coming spring 
are already there. They are 
ready to burst open when 
the sap begins to rise with 
the warmth of spring.

As you walk among the 
trees of the forests and 
parks, make special note 
of different textures and 
coloration. These will help 
you identify many of the 

trees of the forest.
There are the birches, 

with their ruffled, feath-
ery bark in pristine white, 
metallic gold, or salmon 
and orange.

There are the shagbark 
hickories, with their long 
shards of curved and pli-
able bark in slate gray with 
black streaks.

There are thebeeches, 
with their elephant-skin 
bark, smooth and un-

blemished, except for 
the telltale eyes that are 
always keeping watch in 
the forest.

There are the red pines, 
with their flaky, reddish 
bark, as well as white pines 
with deeper, richer bark in 
thick, chunky segments.

One of my favorites, 
the hackberry, features 
sculpted ridges and veins 
of three-dimensional 
beauty.

Of course, there are 
the conifers, the spruces, 
pines, fir, hemlock, 
white-cedar and juniper. 
Many of these are now 
tufted in snow, as we 
have finally received our 
first measurable snows of 
the season.

The wildlife of winter 
can often be found among 
these trees — squirrels, 
songbirds, ruffed grouse, 
woodpeckers, owls, por-

cupines, whitetails and 
others that consider these 
sacred trees their life-
blood during the long, cold 
winter.

As winter lingers, 
become one with the trees 
and enjoy their winter 
magic.

Rob Zimmer is a nature and garden 
author, public speaker and radio show 
host on WHBY. Readers can find him 
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/

RobZimmerOutdoors.

The winter trees are waiting. Explore them in the backyard, a park or wildlife 
area and give them a closer look.� ROB ZIMMER

Rob ZimmerRob Zimmer
ColumnistColumnist

Inspect the bark and the tree trunks more closely to discover miracles like these feathery lichens.� ROB ZIMMER
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Giving and loving one another brings blessings
Running through the 

list of open dates, I was 
pleased at how many were 
already taken.

My heart, just before 
Christmas, was tender for 
those that didn’t have food, 
much less a home to serve 
it in. So I was checking for 
needs at our local home-
less shelter, Shawano Area 
Matthew 25, based on the 
scripture in Matthew 25:40 
“…whatever you do for the 
least of these…” They’re 
located at 105 E. Richmond 
St., Shawano, and open 
from November through 
April. For more informa-
tion, check their website at 
www.sam25.org.

I noticed Jan. 8 was 
open to bring a meal in 
to the approximately 12 
guests housed there. Sign-
ing up, I felt an immediate 
rush of peace over me, and 
love for those I would be 
serving. Excited, I began to 
plan my menu.

I feel incredibly grateful 
to God. We have enough. 
We always have enough. 
Of everything. We are not 
rich financially, oh no, 
but rich in the blessings 
received straight from our 
Father God. So because 
of that, I look for ways to 
love on others.

Our daughter is on 
staff with Youth With A 
Mission, and within the 
organization, she’s had the 
amazing opportunity to 
serve people worldwide. 
We can’t physically do 
this, but she and her staff 
and students are willing, 
so we thankfully support 
them financially, allow-
ing them full attention to 
the task at hand … serving 
the least of these in Jesus’ 
name.

Twice our daughter had 
the privilege of traveling 
to Africa and twice came 
back suffering culture 
shock; not from their pov-
erty but from re-entry to 
the affluence of the United 
States.

“We live in a mansion, 
Mom! Compared to them, 
we live in a mansion!” she 
said.

Years ago, I cried out 
to my older sister, gone 
now close to eight months 
with the Lord, “Beth. 
Why weren’t we born in a 
thatch roof hut, dirt poor 

and scrounging for food 
and water every day?”

I’ll never forget her 
quiet, yet fierce reply: “So 
we can help those who 
were, Kay.”

It resonated so well 
with me that immediately 
I signed up to sponsor a 

child through Compassion 
International. This was 
over 20 years ago. Accord-
ing to their website, www.
compassion.com, Com-
passion International is a 
“child-advocacy ministry 
pairing compassionate 
people with children liv-
ing in extreme poverty to 
release the children from 
spiritual, economic, social 
and physical poverty.”

Currently, we sponsor 
a little girl named Fer-
nanda from Mexico, who 
writes letters through an 

interpreter. Included are 
her hand-drawn pictures 
of brilliant yellow suns 
with glad faces, green leafy 
trees and smiling stick 
people. I pour over them 
in wonderment. I know I’m 
helping plus making her 
happy. Her pictures reflect 
her heart.

Always, a grateful 
note is tucked along. Her 
economically challenged 
family receives food and 
support, and she attends 
classes teaching her how 
beloved she is and secure 

is her hope for the future 
through the saving grace 
of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
through the cross and his 
resurrection. All of this for 
a modest monthly sponsor-
ship.

When we serve, we 
never look down on those 
who do not have; asking 
no questions. It reminds 
me of the Bible verse Luke 
14:7-14, where Jesus taught 
when we give a feast, 
invite those that cannot 
repay and blessings will be 
great, for God will reward 
us at the time when all 
godly people rise from 
death.

The night my husband 
and I took supper to the 
homeless shelter, it was 
misty, foggy, and we didn’t 
know if it was going to 
freeze or not. We pulled 
up to the door and, ring-
ing the bell, there was no 
answer. Immediately, I felt 
a sense of dread and self-
doubt. Did I get the wrong 
night?

Quickly checking their 
website, I was directed to 
a cell phone number and 
calling, let the gal know 
who I was and had the 
night meal outside their 
door. We found out the 
doorbell didn’t work.

Getting inside, we 
brought in our meal and, 
placing it on the counter, 
began to uncover the food. 
In the meantime, the at-
tendant was placing my 
chocolate chip cookies 

onto a large, ornate floral 
platter. Tears prickled 
behind my eyes and threat-
ened to spill over. That 
simple act of dignity and 
special treatment pro-
foundly touched my heart. 
She had ultimate compas-
sion for these guests who 
were simply down on their 
luck at the moment, but all 
of us are God’s children 
and deserve to be treated 
with respect.

We spoke to a few gath-
ered there. One fella espe-
cially had such a look of 
gratefulness, and again, my 
tears surfaced. I wanted to 
hug him. We mentioned 
we were farmers and 
pretty much everything we 
brought was homegrown. 
His hungry smile lit up the 
room.

Loving your neighbor as 
yourself shows how much 
we love Jesus. Kindness, 
respect, help and dignity 
given to our fellow earth-
dwellers blesses him.

(“Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and 
with all your mind and 
with all your strength. The 
second is this: Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” Luke 
12:30-31)

Kay Reminger was born and raised on 
a dairy farm, and she married her high 
school sweetheart, who happened to 

farm for a living in Leopolis. Writing for 
quite a few years, she remains focused 
on the blessings of living the ups and 
downs of rural life from a farm wife’s 

perspective.

Kay Kay 
RemingerReminger

ColumnistColumnist

Fernanda, an adopted child with the Reminger family through Compassion International, sends drawings regularly 
showing her appreciation for the Remingers’ help with the organization.� CONTRIBUTED
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Applications open for Tri-County 
United Way Community Impact grants

Tri-County United Way 
(TCUW) has opened the 
application for its 2024 
Community Impact grant 
process.

This year, TCUW 
invites new and exist-
ing partners to apply for 
funding focused on basic 
needs in their communi-
ties. TCUW serves Oconto 
County, among others.

Community Impact 

funding is open to any reg-
istered 501(c)(3) health and 
human services nonprofit 
organizations that align 
with TCUW’s mission and 
funding priorities. The 
application is at https://
www.tcunitedway.org/
apply. The grant cycle will 
close at 5 p.m. March 4. All 
TCUW grant awards will 
be capped at $5,000.

TCUW funded pro-

grams are chosen from a 
competitive application 
process. Approval will be 
based on the merits of the 
program, community need 
and available funds. Fund-
ing is made possible by 
the financial contributions 
of community investors 
through TCUW’s annual 
campaign.

For information, go to 
www.tcunitedway.org.

Expansion on track for July opening

Expansion and renovation of Lakes Country Public Library in Lakewood is moving full-speed ahead to an anticipated 
July ribboncutting. Jeff Musson, Rhinelander, is the project architect. RJM Construction, Black Creek, is the gen-
eral contractor using local subcontractors LumberJake’s Painting, Smith Concrete, DAMA Plumbing, and Chimney 
Mechanix.� CONTRIBUTED
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Shawano hosted the 
Northwest Icemen co-op 
team Jan. 27 and lost the 
battle 5-2.

Antigo 7, Waupun 1
Eli Kassler and Owen 

Dickman each scored a hat 
trick as the Antigo/Witten-
berg-Birnamwood co-op 
team defeated Waupun 7-1 
on Jan. 25.

Dickman assisted 
Kassler on Antigo’s first 
goal at 15:30 in the first 
period to give the hosts a 
1-0 lead.

It was all Antigo in the 
second period. Kassler 
scored at 3:28 with help 
from Liam Burt and Jack 
Siegman. Dickman scored 
at 10:47 with help from 
Kassler, and Kassler scored 
third goal at 13:42 with Burt 
assisting.

Waupun scored its 
only goal at 2:06 in the 
third period, And, Antigo 
responded with three more 
goals.

Kassler assisted Dick-
man at 5:41, Parker Chaney 
assisted Burt at 11:46, and 
Dickman nabbed his third 
goal at 13:35.

Each team was penal-
ized once for two minutes.

The Red Robins had 28 
shots on goal, while the 
visiting Warriors had 33. 
Nolan Bunnell notched 
the 32 saves for the Red 
Robins.

Shawano 8, Medford 5
Shawano/Bonduel had 

three more shots on goal 
than Medford and also 
ended up with three more 
goals as the Hawks beat 
the Raiders 8-5 on Jan. 25.

Shawano held a 2-1 
lead after the first period 
as they jumped out to an 
early 2-0 lead. Max Hun-
tington scored at 5:11 with 
a Byrcen Madison assist. 
Then, at 8:36, Cam Schro-
eder scored with a Karson 
Stoss assist.

Shawano went up 3-1 
after Blake Knope scored 
at 4:27 in the second pe-
riod. A Medford goal made 
it 3-2, but Shawano score 
three unanswered goals.

Knope assisted on a 
Josh Fisken goal at 7:08. 
Aidan Beaulieu assisted 
on a Stoss goal at 9:21, and 
Stoss sacred again at 13:22 
with help from Cam and 
Wyatt Schroeder.

Medford scored toward 
the end of the second pe-
riod and at the start of the 
third to make it 6-4. But, 
Shawano answered with 
two third-period goals. 
First, Knope scored at 2:40. 
Then, Beaulieu was as-
sisted by Stoss for a goal at 
8:29. Medford scored one 
last time at 12:19.

Shawano had 34 shots 
on goal, compared to 31 for 
Medford.

The Raiders spent 29 
minutes in the penalty box 
on 10 infractions. Shawano 
was called for eight penal-
ties and served 16 minutes.

Kaiden Thornborrow 
recorded 29 saves for the 
Hawks.

Antigo 7
Rhinelander 3
Antigo broke the game 

open with four goals in 
the third period to defeat 
Rhinelander 7-3 on Jan. 23.

Eli Kassler scored five 
goals for the Red Robins, 
including a pair in the first 
period. The first one was 
unassisted, while Owen 
Dickman and Jack Siegman 
assisted on the second to 
give Antigo a 2-1 lead.

Each team scored once 
in the second period, with 
Dickman lending a stick to 
Kassler for his third goal of 
the game.

The Hodags scored 
once in the final period, 
but Antigo’s four goals 
proved to be enough for 
the win.

Liam Burt sacred at 
22:31 with assists from 
Kassler and Dickman. 
Dickman and Ian Britten-
ham assisted Kassler for 
this fourth goal, and then 
Kassler added his firth with 
an assist from Burt. Finally, 
Dickman scored on an as-
sist from Kassler.

The Hodags were called 
for eight penalties for 16 
minutes, while Antigo 
was called six times for 12 
minutes.

Rhinelander notched 40 
shots on goal compared to 
Antigo’s 27. Nolan Bunnell 
had 37 saves for the Red 
Robins.

Saturday, Jan. 20
Shawano 6
Chequamegon 1
Chequamegon/Phillips/

Butternut led Shawano/
Bonduel 1-0 for about 10 

minutes in the first period, 
but that would be the 
only score for the visitors. 
Shawano bounced back 
with three goals within 
one minute toward the end 
of the period and added 
another three goals in the 
game to capture a 6-1 win.

Trailing 1-0, Shawano’s 
Josh Fisken scored at 
14:42 with help from 
Aidan Beaulieu and Cam 
Schroeder. At 15:21, Blake 
Knope put Shawano on 
top 2-1 with a goal and 
assists from Fisken and 
Beaulieu. Just 21 seconds 
later, Hunter Jones scored 
with an assist from Jeremy 
Helmuth, and Shawano 
held a 3-1 lead at the end of 
the period.

Knope scored at 12:50 in 
the third period, with help 
from Gavin Hundt, to put 
Shawano up 4-1.

Waylon Snider and 
Fisken assisted Jones for 

a goal at 7:05 in the third 
period to put the Hawks up 
5-1. Beaulieu scored Sha-
wano’s final goal at 15:50.

Shawano managed to 
come up with the win 
despite being shorthanded 
quite often as the team was 
penalized 15 times for 30 
minutes. Chequamegon 
was called for six infrac-
tions for 12 minutes.

Shawano skaters placed 
35 shots on goal, while 
Chequamegon had 22. Ty-
son Lyons had 21 saves for 
the Hawks.

Viroqua 8, Antigo 4
Owen Dickman re-

corded a hat trick, but 
Viroqua’s five-goal second 
period spelled defeat for 
the Antigo/Wittenberg-
Birnamwood co-op team in 
its 8-4 loss.

Dickman scored first 
with an Eli Kassler assist 
at 4:01 in the first period to 
give the visitors a 1-0 lead. 

Just four minutes later, 
Antigo trailed 2-1, but a 
second goal by Dickman 
tied the game at 2-2 going 
into the second period.

Viroqua rattled off three 
goals in the second period 
before Dickman’s third 
goal was notched at 7:49. 
Two more goals by the 
Blackhawks gave them a 
7-3 at the end of the period.

Viroqua added its 
eighth goal early in the 
third period. Antigo’s final 
push came at 14:05 with a 
goal by Liam Burt and an 
assist by Ian Brittenham.

Antigo had 17 shots on 
goal. Nolan Bunnell re-
corded 45 saves as Viroqua 
had 53 shots on goal.

Antigo was penalized 
five times for 12 minutes, 
while Viroqua was called 
for four infractions for 
eight minutes.

Friday, Jan. 19
Antigo 7
West Salem 5
Eli Kassler scored five 

goals, including a hat trick 
in the third period, to lead 
Antigo over West Salem 
7-5.

In a back-and-forth 
first period, Kassler score 
twice, and the team were 
knotted at 2-2. Richie 
Veriha assisted Kassler on 
his second goal.

No scoring happened in 
the second period, but the 
final period was wild with 
eight goals scored.

It was back-and-forth 
again for the first 13 min-
utes, as the Panthers took a 
3-2 lead only to have Liam 
Burt score with a Kassler 

assist to tie the game at 
3-3. West Salem regained 
the lead, and Kassler tied 
it with help from Owen 
Dickman.

Once again, West Salem 
retook the lead, only to 
have Kassler tie it at 5-5 at 
13:15.

Antigo would pull out 
the win with a Veriha goal 
at 14:46 with help from 
Kassler and Dickman. The 
final goal, an unassisted 
score by Kassler, came at 
16:49.

In all Antigo notched 34 
shots on goal, while West 
Salem had 20. Nolan Bun-
nell had 15 saves for the 
Red Robins.

Thursday, Jan. 18
Shawano 3
Waupaca JV 1
Shawano/Bonduel trav-

eled to the Waupaca Expo 
Center and returned home 
with a 3-1 victory.

After a scoreless first 
period, Shawano scored a 
pair of goals in the sec-
ond period. Hunter Jones 
scored at 2:12 with help 
from Jeremy Helmuth and 
Max Huntington. Then, 
as 13:44, Karson Stoss 
scored with assists from 
Cam Schroeder and Blake 
Knope.

Waupaca scored just 
51 seances into the third 
period to make ti 2-1, but 
Stoss’ goal at 14:49, with 
an assist from Schroeder, 
sealed the win.

Kaiden Thornborrow 
saved all 27 shots that 
came his way, while Sha-
wano’s players recorded 34 
shots on goal.
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Players from both team scramble for control of the puck in front of the Shawano goal Jan. 27 at the Crawford Center. Shawano lost 5-2 to the Northwest 
Icemen.        										                KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

Shawano’s Blake Knope (8) battles Cameron Janz (24) of the Northwest Icemen on Jan. 27 at the Crawford Center.	      KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

Kassler scores eight goals in two games 
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Shawano’s valiant effort comes up short
Bonduel, Gresham, Lena play to perfection in their respective conferences

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Shawano stayed within 
striking distance of Xavier 
on Jan. 27 but couldn’t 
quite strike as the Hawks 
lost 62-52 in the Bay Con-
ference matchup.

Abby Bystol and Leah 
Nordin each scored 13 
points for Shawano, which 
trailed 30-24 at the break. 
Xavier added another four 
points to its margin of vic-
tory with a 32-28 second 
half.

The Hawks dropped to 
2-6 in conference action 
and 12-7 overall.

Friday, Jan. 26
Bonduel
Bonduel can do no 

wrong as the Bears stayed 
perfect at 10-0 in the 
Central Wisconsin East 
Conference after beating 
Amherst 52-28. The Bears 
are 17-2 overall.

Gillett
The Tigers scratched 

their way to a 42-35 win 
over Niagara and im-
proved to 7-5 in the Mari-
nette & Oconto Confer-
ence.

Cilena Guns led Gillett 
with 17 points. Joining her 
on the scoreboard were 
Audrey Pate and Mag-
gie Kaczmarek with eight 
points each, Emily Soper 
with six and Clara Shaal 
with three.

Gillett led 19-18 at the 
break and extended their 
lead with a 23-17 second 
half.

Gresham pounds 
Marion

Gresham sits at 5-0 at 
in first place in the Central 
Wisconsin North Confer-
ence after a 64-10 rout of 
Marion. The Mustangs are 
2-5 in conference action.

Menominee Indian
Ayanna Smith scored 21 

points and Urijih Reevis 
added 16 to lead Menomi-
nee Indian to a 45-42 
come-from-behind victory 
over Manawa.

Anisa Peters scored 
seven points and Natalie 
Peters had one to make up 
the points for the Eagles.

Trailing 24-19 at the 
half, Menominee In-
dian battled back after the 
break to a 26-18 second-
half score and three-point 
win.

The Eagles improved to 
4-5 in the Central Wiscon-
sin East Conference.

Oconto Falls
Oconto Falls went 

up against Marinette & 
Oconto Conference leader 
Marinette and returned 
home with a 50-34 loss.

The Panthers are 7-5 
in conference action. The 
team trailed 19-12 after the 
first half and lost the score 
after the break 31-22.

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood is a on a three-game 
winning streak with its 
62-25 pounding of Iola-
Scandinavia.

The Chargers wasted 
little time in jumping out 

to a 36-11 first-half lead. 
A 26-14 second half only 
compounded the misery 
for the hosts.

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood improved to 8-2, 
good enough for second 
place in the Central Wis-
consin East Conference.

Thursday, Jan. 25
Bowler
A non-conference loss 

to Pittsville dropped Bowl-
er to 9-7 overall. Pittsville 
controlled the first half 
29-14 and ran away with it 
in the second half with a 
41-17 score to give them a 
70-31 victory.

Gillett
Gillett doubled up on 

Wausaukee for a 48-24 
Marinette & Oconto 
Conference win. At 6-5, 
Gillett is in a three-way 
tie for second place along 
with Niagara and Oneida 
Nation.

Lena
It’s now 11 games in 

the Marinette & Oconto 
Conference and 18 games 
overall for Lean, as the 
team remained perfect in 
2023-24 with a 76-64 win 
over Crivitz.

Leading 38-25 at the 
break, Lena let up a little 
in the second half as Criv-
itz outscored the Wildcats 
39-38.

Eva Brooks set the pace 
for Lena with 23 points. 
Madilyn Thomson scored 
another 19, and Whitney 
Potter added 17. The other 
points came from Hannah 
Thomson with five and 
Maddy Kushner its two.

Brooks grabbed 15 
boards, with Madilyn 
Thomson pulling down 
eight more and Potter get-
ting seven. Madilyn Thom-
son led with eight assists, 
and Brooks had six. Brooks 
also led with three steals, 
with Hannah Thomson 
collecting two and Madi-
lyn Thomson getting one.

Menominee Indian
The Eagles bounced 

back from a loss to Bon-
duel to defeat Shiocton 
55-53.

Menominee Indian is 
now 3-5 in the Central 
Wisconsin East Confer-
ence and 6-10 overall.

Pulaski
Pulaski scored 12 

points in each half against 
Green Bay Southwest, and 
although that resulted in a 
close first half, it was no-
where for the second half.

Green Bay Southwest 
held a 16-12 lead at the 
break and outscored the 

Red Raiders 31-12 after 
intermission to notch the 
47-24 Fox River Classic 
Conference win.

All seven Pulaski play-
ers scored, and they were 
led by Ellie Mangold’s five 
points.

Pulaski fell to 7-5 in 
conference action.

Tuesday, Jan. 23
Bears beat Eagles
Bonduel’s winning ways 

continued with a 67-37 
win inn Central Wisconsin 
East Conference action.

Bowler tops Marion

Bowler dumped on 
Marion 60-16 in a Central 
Wisconsin North Con-
ference game. Bowler 
improved to 4-1, while 
Marion fell to 2-4.

Gresham
Gresham maintained 

its first-place hold in the 
Central Wisconsin North 
Conference with a 58-40 
win over Northland Lu-
theran.

The Wildcats are 4-0 
in league play and 12-4 
overall.

Lena
Lena stifled Niagara 

20-8 in the second half to 
capture a 22-point win, 44-
22, over Niagara.

The Wildcats sit atop 
the Marinette & Oconto 
Conference with an 8-0 
mark. The team is also 
undefeated overall with a 
17-0 record.

Lena held a 24-14 first-
half lead that only got big-
ger as the clocked ticked 
away in the second half.

Oconto Falls
Oconto Falls defeated 

Fox Valley Lutheran 43-38 
in a North Eastern Con-
ference matchup. The 
Panthers improved to 7-4 
in conference action and 
11-5 overall.

Pulaski
Maggie Lardinois and 

Olivia Sprangers each 
scored 13 points to lead 
Pulaski over Sheboygan 
North 47-40 in a Fox 
River Classic Conference 
matchup.

Lily Urban added nine 
points, Ashley Servais had 
eight, and Ellie Mangold 
scored four as all five girls 
added to the victory.

Pulaski led 24-16 at the 
break, which was enough 
of a lead as Sheboygan 
North outscored the Red 
Raiders by one point in the 
second half.

Pulaski improved to 7-4 
in the conference.

Shawano
Shawano dropped to 2-5 

in the Bay Conference and 
12-6 overall with its 38-36 
loss to Menasha.

“Got to play as a team 
to win close ball games,” 
coach Ryan Koenig said. 
“Defense was superb 
tonight.”

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood

The Chargers returned 
to their winning ways with 
a 65-26 win over Shiocton. 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood 
improved to 6-2 in the 
Central Wisconsin East 
Conference, good enough 
for second place.

Rory Salvesen led the 
Chargers with 18 points. 
Harper Rogowski added 
another 17, and Faith Resch 
scored 13.

Melaina Granquist led 
with 10 rebounds, Nora 
Bushman had three as-
sists, and Resch nabbed 10 
steals.

Monday, Jan. 22
Bonduel
The Bears improved to 

8-0 in the Central Wis-
consin East Conference 
and 15-2 overall with a 
71-16 dominating win over 
conference cellar dweller 
Iola-Scandinavia.

Bonduel held a com-
manding 29-2 lead at the 
break and outscored their 
guests 42-14 after the inter-
mission.

Gillett
Gillett is back at .500 

with a 5-5 Marinette & 
Oconto Conference mark 
after beating Oneida Na-
tion 40-32. Gillett is also 
8-8 overall.

Suring
Suring’s losing streak 

extended to six games with 
a 41-31 loss at Wausaukee 
in Marinette & Oconto 
Conference action.

Suring trailed 18-15 at 
the break and was out-
scored 23-16 in the second 
half.

Bunny Cramer led the 
Eagles, 2-8 in conference 
action, with 13 points.

Brie Ladika (10), Melaina Granquist (42) and Rory Salvesen (20) spread out to play defense against Shiocton on Jan. 23. Wittenberg-Birnamwood won 65-26, with the team in second place in the 
Central Wisconsin East Conference.						              						                                TINA BACON

Rory Salvesen (20) battled a pair of Shiocton players as she shoots in the 
Jan. 25 game. Salvesen led the Chargers with 18 points in the 65-26 win.

TINA BACON



PAGE 16  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2024

Bears hit triple digits in win over Kewaunee
Sipple scores 34 points, including five 3-pointers, in Shawano’s loss to West De Pere

Friday, Jan. 26
Bonduel
In a high scoring affair, 

Bonduel hit triple digits as 
the Bears defeated Ke-
waunee 101-75.

Noah Weier led Bondu-
el with 35 points, just one 
more than Ryan Westrich’s 
34. Race Anvelink scored 
13, with Cade Johnson sink-
ing 10 and Colin Margelof-
sky getting nine.

The non-conference 
win improved Bonduel’s 
overall mark to 15-1.

Gillett
After losing earlier in 

the week to conference 
leader Crivitz, Gillett 
bounced back with a 68-44 
win over Oneida Nation.

Jesse DeBauch led the 
Wildcats with 24 points, 
including a pair of triples. 
Aydin Franti scored 14, and 
Ben Matczak contributed 
13. Each of them scored 
one 3-pointer.

Bradin Bjelland and 
DeBauch each recorded six 
rebounds, and Franti had 
eight assists and five steals.

Gillett, 9-2 in the 
Marinette & Oconto Con-
ference, led 24-15 at the 
half and continued their 
dominance with a 44-29 
second-half performance.

Lena
Lena suffered through 

another disappointing loss 
to end their week. This 
time it was a 71-26 defeat 
at the hands of Niagara.

Lena is now 1-9 in the 
Marinette & Oconto Con-
ference and 4-11 overall.

Oconto Falls
Jameson Beaman scored 

17 points, including a pair 
of triples, and Alex Haines 
scored 13, but Oconto Falls 
failed to come out on top, 
losing 67-48 to Marinette 
in a North Eastern Confer-
ence game.

Marinette led 27-19 after 
the first half and extended 
their lead with a 40-29 
second half.

Haines led the Panthers 
with nine rebounds. He 
and Evan Yuma each had 
two assists, while Chase 
Carriveau, JJ Pytleski, 
Grayson Cahak and Isaac 
Bramer each had one steal.

Oconto Falls dropped to 
1-11 in conference action.

Pulaski
Three Red Raiders 

scored in double digits as 
Pulaski triumphed 63-28 
over Green Bay Southwest.

Dixon Holewinski led 
the team with 13 points, 
followed by Colin Schultz 
with 12 and Joseph Mijal 
with 10.

Holewinski also led Pu-
laski with eight rebounds, 
Bryce Wotruba led with 
four assists, and Dylan 
Dorn and Bohdan Schmidt 
each had four steals.

Pulaski was up 30-18 at 
halftime, and they ex-
ecuted a 33-10 second half 
to more than double up on 
their hosts.

Pulaski improved to 6-6 
in the Fox River Classic 

Conference.
Shawano
Logan Sipple scored 34 

points and Shawano gave 
its all against Bay Confer-
ence leader West De Pere 
but still came up short 
71-63.

Sipple’s point total 
included five 3-point plays. 
Anderson Schmidt added 
10 points for Shawano.

The Hawks, 3-6 in the 
conference, were beaten in 
each half, by three points 
before the break and by 
five after the break.

Sipple and Ryan Shanty 
each had six rebounds, and 
Will Verkuilen had four 
assists and just as many 
steals.

Suring
Trent VanDenElzen 

scored 23 points to lead 
Suring over Wausaukee 
64-53.

Taylor Booth Stoffregen 
scored another 17 points, 
with Michael Bailey adding 
14. Trent Thomson sacred 
six, and Quinn Thomson 
scored four.

Suring, 2-9 in the Mari-
nette & Oconto Confer-
ence, led 30-27 at halftime 
and added eight points to 
its margin of victory with a 
34-26 second half.

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood snapped a three-
game losing streak with a 
56-46 win over Iola-Scan-
dinavia.

“We played with great 
energy tonight,” coach 
Garrett Rogowski said. 
“Got up early and executed 
well on both ends of the 
floor.”

Jett Rogowski led the 
Chargers with 13 points, 
and Casey Kielman scored 
10, including a pair of 
triples.

Oliver Fraaza and 
Boone Schairer each pulled 
down five boards, and 
Jaden Clark and Marshall 
Fraaza each had three as-
sists and two steals.

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood, 5-4 in Central Wis-
consin East Conference 
action, posted a command-
ing 35-17 lead at the half. 
Iola-Scandinavia outscored 
their hosts 29-21 after the 
break, but the victory was 
never really in doubt.

Thursday, Jan. 25
Bonduel
Four Bonduel players 

scored in double digits and 
all 10 players found the 
basket in the Bears 68-45 
win over Amherst.

Race Anvelink led the 
attack with 15 points, fol-
lowed by Ryan Westrich 
with 13, and Quinn We-
senberg and Cade Johnson 
each with 10. Also scoring 
were Colin Margelofsky 
with six points, Noah Wei-
er with five, Sam Roberts 
with four, Owen Spring-
born and Charlie Tauchen 
each with two, and Carter 
Moesch with one.

Bonduel held a five-
point lead at the half, then 
broke things open in the 

second half with a 37-19 
advantage.

The Bears improved to 
9-0 in the Central Wiscon-
sin East Conference and 
14-1 overall.

Marion beats Gresh-
am

Marion remained tied 
for the conference lead 
while Gresham is still 
without a Central Wiscon-
sin North Conference win, 
after the Mustangs topped 
the Wildcats 77-55.

Marion held a com-
manding 49-28 first half 
lead, and although the sec-
ond half was much closer, 
28-27 in favor of the Mus-
tangs, Marion improved 
to 5-2 in league play, and 
Gresham dropped to 0-5.

Marion was led by Ryan 
Malueg with 28 points, in-
cluding seven triples. Sam 
Gueths and Parker Miller 
each scored 18.

Miller led the Mustangs 
with 15 rebounds, and Mal-

ueg snagged 11. Miller also 
led with six assists. Gueths 
and Enea Turrini each 
recorded two steals.

Menominee Indian
The Eagles pulled out a 

three-point over Manawa 
to improve to 2-7 in the 
Central Wisconsin East 
Conference. Menominee 
Indian’s 62-59 win was the 
third overall the season.

Tigerton
Tigerton stayed tied 

with Marion for the lead 
in the Central Wisconsin 
North Conference after 
the Tigers defeated White 
Lake 50-29.

James Brady led Tiger-
ton with 11 points, followed 
by Joey Zimdars with 10. 
Sam Anheuser scored nine 
points, Maverick Maas and 
Cameron Carlson each 
scored eight, and Loghan 
Wanta connected for four 
points.

Wanta led with six 
rebounds, Anheuser had 

six assists, and Carlson and 
Anheuser each had three 
steals.

Tigerton controlled the 
game with a 27-16 first half 
and 23-13 second half.

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood

A strong second half 
propelled Wittenberg-
Birnamwood to a 67-36 
Central Wisconsin East 
Conference win Weyauwe-
ga-Fremont.

“We got off to a slow 
start tonight but found a 
way to go up five in the 
first half,” coach Nick 
Mechelke said. “We made 
a handful of adjustments 
for the second half and 
played almost a perfect 
second half.”

The Chargers led 25-20 
at the break, but after find-
ing their groove in the sec-
ond half, outscored their 
hosts 42-16 for the win.

Every player scored for 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood, 

with Rory Salvesen lead-
ing the way with 26, and 
Melaina Granquist con-
necting for another 16. Kit 
Stewart contributed eight 
more, Brie Ladika scored 
six, Harper Rogowski and 
Faith Resch each had four, 
and Avia Brie had three.

The victory put the 
Chargers at 7-2 in con-
ference action and 14-2 
overall.

Tuesday, Jan. 23
Bowler
In a non-conference 

matchup, Bowler was on 
the losing end, dropping a 
79-48 decision to Pittsville.

Pittsville more than 
doubled up on the Pan-
thers, 43-21 in the first half, 
and extended their win-
ning margin with a 36-27 
second half.

Gillett
Jesse DeBauch led all 

scorers with 27 points, but 
Gillett came up just short 
in its 73-68 loss to Crivitz.

Aydin Franti added 
16 more for Gillett, and 
Ben Matczak scored 12. 
Thomas Carmody scored 
six, Bradin Bjelland had 
four, and Brandon De-
Bauch scored three.

Crivitz’ five-point first 
half of 35-30 was the mar-
gin of victory as each team 
scored 38 points in the 
second half.

Gillett fell to second 
place with an 8-2 mark in 
the Marinette & Oconto 
Conference, while Crivitz 
improved to 9-1 and sits 
atop the standings.

Gresham
A 61-47 non-conference 

loss to Rosholt left Gresh-
am at 0-14 overall.

Lena
Lena remains winless in 

2024 after its sixth consec-
utive loss, a 44-32 defeat at 
the hands of White Lake. 
The non-conference loss 
left Lena with a 4-10 over-
all record.

Oconto Falls
The Panthers’ boys bas-

ketball wasn’t as successful 
as the girls team against 
Fox Valley Lutheran as 
they boys lost 63-41.

Oconto Falls was 
dominated in the first half 
and trailed 40-14 at the 
break. A 27-23 second half 
scoring advantage wasn’t 
anywhere close enough to 
be a comeback.

While seven players 
scored, Jameson Beaman 
was the only one to hit 
double digits as he scored 
11, including three triples.

Beaman also led the 
team with three rebounds, 
while Grayson Cahak and 
Easton Engel each had two 
assists, and Alex Haines 
had two steals.

Oconto Falls fell to 1-10 
in conference action and 
4-12 overall.

Pulaski
Sheboygan North 

scored an even 100 points 
in its 100-64 win over 
Pulaski.

Pulaski fell to 5-6 in the 
Fox River Classic Confer-

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Jett Rogowski led the Chargers with 13 points, as Wittenberg-Birnamwood snapped a three-game losing streak with 
a 56-46 win over Iola-Scandinavia.						        TINA BACON
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Shawano placed third 
out of more than 30 teams 
at its home wrestling invite 
on Jan. 26.

“They did a great job 
battling tonight,” coach 
Mike Homan said. “Most 
brackets had 16 girls in 
them. It was good just to 
place in the top eight. We 
had all girls but one finish 
in the top eight. The girls 
really battled hard tonight.”

Onna Hermann placed 
second. Caitlyn Moede, 
Courtney Schenk and Lily 
Tomas all placed third. 
Maddie Moesch took fifth, 
and Adalyn Barkley fin-
ished in sixth place.

“Maddie did a great 
job to place fifth,”, Homan 
said. “Onna wrestled well 

in her finals match and just 
came up short to a tough 
opponent. Caitlyn did well 
to place third in a tough 
bracket. Adalyn continues 
to improve and get better 
with each match. Her sixth-
place finish was a good 
improvement.

“Courtney lost a match 
in round two that she 
should have won, but she 
kept on advancing, and in 
the third-place match, she 
wrestled a state tourna-
ment champion from Bay-
port and came away with a 
fall in the first period. Lily 
Tomas did a great job plac-
ing third as she continues 
to improve and learn.

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood placed 12th.

Brooke Huffman fin-
ished in first in her class, 

and Brenna Marsh placed 
fifth in hers.Megan Bresna-
han went 0-2.

Shawano 18,
Green Bay United 0
There were not enough 

matches for a full dual, but 
for the Shawano girls who 
did wrestle, they came out 
on top 18-0 over Green Bay 
United at Green Bay West 
on Jan. 25.

Jenna Moede started off 
with a pin.

“She took a nice single 
leg attack and then found 
a tight half-nelson early 
into the first period,” coach 
Mike Homan said.

Caitlyn Moede wrestled 
two matches. She won both 
of them by fall.

“She continues to do a 
great job and works hard 
in practice,” Homan said. 

“Caitlyn is wrestling well 
as we move into the end of 
the season.”

Adalyn Barkley at 138 
also had two matches and 

earned one decision and 
one fall.

“She has just started 
wrestling this year and con-
tinues to improve all of the 

time,” the coach said. “She 
keeps getting better and 
works to improve her skills. 
We are excited to see what 
she can do in the future.”
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Hawks take third at 
home wrestling invite

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Shawano’s Lily Tomas was one of three teammates to place third at the Shawano invite Jan. 26.
CONTRIBUTED

Oconto Falls senior wrestler Garrett Ganter earned his 100th varsity win Jan. 5 at The Duffy Invitational in Port 
Washington. Ganter beat Lodi wrestler Drew Lochner in sudden victory overtime to collect his 100th win. Ganter is 
the son of Jason and Jamie Ganter, of Abrams.				                           CONTRIBUTED

100 wins and counting

Shawano boys defeat Green Bay United

Shawano’s boys wres-
tlers continue to score big 
and are gearing up for a 
conference title this year.

On Jan. 25, Shawano 
defeated Green Bay United 
63-15 at Green Bay West. At 
5-0 in the conference and 
12-4 overall, the Hawks are 
on the brink of notching 
their sixth straight confer-
ence title. The team was 
scheduled to play against 
Xavier on Feb. 1.

The Jan. 25 meet started 
with forfeits and 106 and 113 

pounds, then at 120, Alex 
Montour won a tight match 
10-9.

Austin Stickney earned a 
fall at 126. Owen Montour, 
Kody Popelka and Drake 
Herm all earned forfeits 
from 132-144.

At 150, Marcus Cicero 
was pinned, at 1:57. Carsen 
Herm earned a fall, at 165, 
Drew Chelberg earned a 
fall in the first period with 
a near side cradle.

“We dropped a close de-
cision 9-7 by Mason Theis 
at 175,” coach Mike Homan 
said.

At 190, Connor Chel-
berg earned a fall; At 215, 
Shawano dropped another 
match by fall, and at 285, 
Brayen Boivin earned a fall.

“The team did every-
thing they needed to do to 
come away with a win,” 
Homan said. “I thought we 
wrestled some good match-
es tonight. Brayen Boivin 
was able to earn his first 
varsity win. He stepped 
in at 285 tonight due to an 
injury and did a good job. 
I like the way he has been 
working in practice the last 
few weeks.”

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

BOYS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16
ence and 8-7 overall.

Shawano
The Hawks won their 

third Bay Conference game 
with a 75-55 victory over 
Menasha.

Logan Sipple scored 
almost half of Shawano’s 
points, as he dropped in 37 
on the night. Crew Weis-
nicht added 19, and Will 
Verkuilen scored 11.

Shawano held a slim 
36-33 lead at the half but 
then turned up the heat, 
outscoring their guests 39-
22 in the second half.

Shawano improved to 
3-5 in league play and 5-11 
overall.

Suring
Suring’s 1-9 Marinette 

& Oconto Conference 
record puts them in last 
place. The latest loss is a 
89-47 defeat at the hands 
of Oneida Nation.

Tigerton
Loghan Wanta and Joey 

Zimdars each scored nine 
points, but it was nowhere 
near enough as Tigerton 
lost 60-36 to Northeast 
Wisconsin Christian 
Homeschoolers Athletic 
Association (NEWCHAA) 
in a non-conference game.

NEWCHAA held a slim 
29-25 lead going into half-
time but then exploded for 
a huge 31-11 second half to 
seal the win.

Monday, Jan. 22
Pulaski
Ashwaubenon proved 

to be too much for Pulaski 
in its 72-52 win over the 
Red Raiders.

Colin Schultz and Bo-
hdan Schmidt each scored 
10 points for Pulaski, and 
each had a pair of 3-point-
ers as part of their total.

Schultz also led the 
team with six boards. 
Nathan Josie led with five 
assists and two steals.

Pulaski, trailed 37-21 at 
the half and was outscored 
35-31 after the break.

Friday, Jan. 19
Tigerton trounces 

Bowler
James Brady scored 

19 points in Tigerton’s 

dominating 69-9 win over 
Bowler.

Maverick Maas scored 
another 12 for the Tigers, 
and Cameron Carlson 
added 10.

Tigerton led from 
the beginning and held a 
commanding 37-6 lead at 
the break. A 32-3 second 
half cemented what was 
already a blowout win.

Boone Schairer scored four points as Wittenberg-Birnamwood topped Iola-
Scandinavia 56-46 in a Central Wisconsin East Conference matchup.

TINA BACON
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MMIISSCC..  FFOORR  SSAALLEEMMIISSCC..  FFOORR  SSAALLEELLeeggaallss
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FFLLEEAA  MMAARRKKEETTSSFFLLEEAA  MMAARRKKEETTSS
*FLEA MARKET*

SATURDAYS through March.
SHAWANO COMMUNITY

HALL
115 East Division St Zurko

715-526-9769

HHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSSHHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSS
DON'T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!

Discover the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned about a

fall or wants to regain access
to their entire home. Call

AmeriGlide today! 1-888-
686-1458 (WCAN)

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL
Can 

install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.

For a limited time, we're
cutting installation costs in

half & offering a FREE safety
upgrade! 

Additional terms apply.
Subject to change and vary

be dealer. Offer ends 3/31/24
1-833-224-4977 (WCAN)

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES TODAY with a
GENERAC home standby

generator. Act now to receive
a FREE 7-year warranty

w/qualifying purchase*. Call
1-877-626-1009 today to

schedule a free quote. it's not
just a generator. Its a power

move. (WCAN)
REPLACE YOUR ROOF

w/the best looking & longest
lasting material, steel from

Erie Metal Roofs! 3 Styles &
multiple colors available.

Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer - up to

50% OFF Installation + Add'l
10% off install (for military,

health 
workers & 1st responders)

Call Erie Metal Roofs 1-877-
845-6606 (WCAN)

The bathroom of your
dreams in as 

little as 1 day. Limited Time
Offer - $1000 off or No

Payments & No 
Interest for 18 months for

customers who qualify. BCI
Bath & Shower. Many

options available. Quality 
materials & professional

installation. Senior &
Military

Discounts Available. Call
today! 1-877-651-1850

(WCAN)
THINKING ABOUT

INSTALLING A NEW
SHOWER? American

Standard makes it easy.
FREE design consultation.
Enjoy your shower again!

Call 1-844-479-1327 today to
see how you can save

$1,000 on installation, or visit
www.newshowerdeal.com/wc

p (WCAN)

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO
SELL? .... GET RESULTS!
Affordable advertising that

fits your budget! Reach
OVER 300,000 homes! Place

your ad in MANY weekly
Wisconsin Shoppers &

Buyers' Guide papers for as
low as $36.00 Call today!

Publishers
Development Service, Inc.
(PDS, Inc.) 1-800-236-0737

www.pdsadnet.com

SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

Classified advertising at it's
best. Reach over 250,000

homes in
northeast WI and Upper

Michigan. Place your ad in
over 20

newspapers/shoppers. Just
go to

www.greatnorthernconn.co
m. Fast, easy and affordable.

WCAN (Wisconsin
Community Ad Network)

and/or the member 
publications review ads to

the best of their ability.
Unfortunately, many

unscrupulous people are
ready to take your money!
PLEASE BE CAREFUL

ANSWERING ANY AD THAT
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO

BE TRUE! For more
information, or to file a 

complaint regarding an ad,
please 

contact The Department of
Trade, Agriculture &

Consumer Protection 1-
800-422-7128 (WCAN)

PPEETTSSPPEETTSS
ACA COCKER SPANIEL
PUPS Shots, vet check,

Microchip, F-$800, M-$750
715-669-7413

AKC German Shepherd
Pups 2-Males $500 OBO
shots call 715-304-1097

AKC GOLDEN RETRIEVER
PUPS Shots, dew, Wormed,
Vet checked, Can Deliver,

Ready to Go! $700 715-255-
2661 (#269146) (WCAN)

AKC REG COCKER SPAN
PUPS! 50% OFF! 2 Rescues

avail too! Sweet Adorable
Pets! Shots 920-563-3410

mornings (#268588) (WCAN)

BLUE HEELER PUPS
w/Cowboy Corgi background,

Cute!  715-660-1085

KING CHARLES CAVALIER
PUPS 4-M, 1-F Vet/shots

Ready Now $600 OBO 715-
701-2066

PPEETTSSPPEETTSS
Lab Pups 3-Choc 4-Yellow

Shots 
dewormed DOB: 12/10/23
$400 Call 715-379-7861

Male Black Lab puppy. 8
weeks old. $500. 920 373

0711.
MINI COCK-A-POOS Hypo-

allergenic, Non-shed,
shots/vet F-$600, M-$500;

PUREBRED REG COCKER
SPANIEL PUPPIES 715-758-

2433

OLDER PUPS: AUSSIE
DOODLE, BERNEDOODLE

& CAVAPOO $300-$400
715-255-2661 (#269146)

PUREBRED BEAGLE
PUPPIES shots/wormed,

$350 Ready Now
715-680-0140 or 715-257-

9316

PUREBRED BOXER PUPS
Flashy Brindle & Fawn
Shots UTD Ready Now!

$400
715-701-1473

REG COCKER SPANIEL
PUPS dews, shots, vet

checked, wormed READY
TO GO!!! $400 715-536-0697

or 715-316-2522 (WCAN)

SHELTIE PUPPIES shots/vet
checked 2-Males - $150

Ready to Go 715-218-2670

Sheltie Pups Nice Markings
Shots 

Dewormed Child friendly
$400

Withee WI 715-229-2648

Teddy-Poo Pups
shot/worm/vet M-$275 F-
$300 OBO Pics Available

715-669-3607

SSnnooww
EEqquuiippmmeenntt

SNOW REMOVAL EQ:
Blowers all dual stage dual
augers (3) 7' $850, $1250,

$1450; 8' Farm King $1650;
Snow pushers steering

mount 6' $650; 6.5' $695 7.5'
$795 10' Bucket mount
$1450, truck mount 9'

SnowWay like new $1850
920-878-0005 920-878-0288

(WCAN)

VVeehhiicclleess..

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck,
boat, RV and more to support

our veterans! Schedule a
FAST, FREE vehicle pickup

and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran Car

Donations at 1-844-406-2647
today! (WCAN)

GET YOUR DEDUCTION
AHEAD OF THE YEAR-
END! Donate Your Car,

Truck or SUV to assist the
blind & visually impaired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost

vehicle pickup & secure a
generous year-end tax

credit. Call HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND today at!
844-374-3067 (WCAN)

EEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTTEEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTT

OTR TRUCK DRIVERS
FT/PT Put Your Career in

Gear!! Competitive wages &
full benefits. Mileage, Drop

pay, Paid weekly Home
weekends, NO east/west

coast, 28 central states. Van
& Hopper Division.

Agriculture 
experience a plus. Fox Valley

company since 1958
Call Frank 920-788-6242 or

920-858-0238. Van Groll
Trucking, Kaukauna

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

CONNECT TO THE BEST
WIRELESS home internet

with EarthLink. Enjoy speeds
from 5G & 4G LTE networks,

no contracts, easy
installation, & data plans up

to 300 GB. Call 844-223-
7265 (WCAN)

DENTAL INSURANCE.
From Physicians Mutual

Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus 

procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a

discount plan. Don't Wait!
Call now! Get your FREE

Dental 
Information Kit with all the

details! 855-807-9516
www.dental50plus.com/wic
ommunity #6258 (WCAN)

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET
Get your favorite live TV,

sports, &
local channels. 99% signal

reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months.

HBO Max & Premium 
Channels included for 3 mos

(w/CHOICE Package or
higher) No

annual contract, no hidden
fees! Some restrictions apply.

Call IVS 1-833-574-1746
(WCAN)

MobileHelp, America's
Premier

Mobile Medical Alert
System. Whether you're

home or away, for safety and
Peace of Mind. No Long

Term Contracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today! 1-855-

491-0732 (WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

DIRECTV Sports Pack 3
Months on Us! Watch pro &
College sports LIVE. Plus

over 40 regional & specialty 
networks included. NFL,

College 
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL,

Golf & more. Some
restrictions apply Call 

DIRECTV 1-888-925-9452
(WCAN)

FREE high speed internet
for those that qualify.

Government program for
recipients of select programs

incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC,

Veterans Pension, Survivor
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15
GB internet service. Bonus
offer: Android tablet FREE
with one-time $20 copay.
Free shipping & Handling.

Call Maxsip 
Telecom today! 1-855-454-

6827 (WCAN)

HughesNet Satellite
Internet: 25 mbps starting at
$49.99/mo! Get More Data,
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST
download speeds. Wifi built

in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease

customers! Limited Time
Call 1-844-829-5070

(WCAN)

STROKE &
CARDIOVASCULAR

disease are leading causes
of death, according to the

AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION. Screening

can provide peace of mind or
early detection!

Contact Life Line
Screening to schedule your
screening. Special offer - 5

screenings for just $149! Call
1-888-675-5048 (WCAN)

SWITCH & SAVE UP TO
$250/YEAR on your talk, text

& data. No contract & no
hidden fees. Unlimited talk &
text with flexible data plans.

Premium
nationwide coverage. 100%

U.S. based customer service.
For more info, call 1-844-

883-1477 (WCAN)

Switch to DISH Get up to a
$300 gift card! Plus get the

Multisport pack
included for a limited time!

Hurry, call for details: 1-844-
897-8523 (WCAN)

UP TO $15,000 OF
GUARANTEED LIFE

INSURANCE! No medical
exam or health questions.
Cash to help pay funeral &
other final expenses. Call

Physicians Life Insurance
Company 844-433-5898 or

visit www.Life55plus.info/wcp
(WCAN)

VVaaccaattiioonn//
LLaakkee  PPrrooppeerrttyy

WESLEY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC Timeshare

Cancellation Experts Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare
debt & fees cancelled in

2019. Get FREE 
informational package &

learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! FREE 

consultations. Over 450
positive 

reviews. CALL 844-374-2565
(WCAN)

FFFFAARRMM//LLIIVVEESSTTOOCCKKAARRMM//LLIIVVEESSTTOOCCKK

FOR RENT: 150 ACRES
CERTIFIED ORGANIC

CROP LAND with
possibility of 70 additional

organic acres. Marshfield WI
715-316-7766 (WCAN)

TRACTORS: W/Ldrs
Ferguson $2850; Ford 8N
$1850; Deutz 6260 4X4

$15,950; JD2550 4x4 Sound
Gard Cab $22,500; Kubota
M7040 800 hrs $16,950;

IH460 $2850; JD710 LDR
Bhoe Sound Gard cab

$19,500; Skid Steer JCB
Robot 96hp Easy Side entry
on Tracks only 1700 hours

$28,950; 28" tire chains
$175. 920-878-0005 920-
878-0288 Keep Trying

(WCAN)

HHaayy..

For Sale
Mixed quality hay
4x6 round bales
906-644-2880

AAUUCCTTIIOONNSSAAUUCCTTIIOONNSS

BOWER AUCTIONS
Tivoli Theater

ON-LINE AUCTION
Bidding starts Mon. Jan.

29th, ending Wed. Feb. 7th.
The historic Tivoli Theater

and the Ice Cream Palace in
Stephenson has closed, and

we will be
offering virtually

EVERYTHING from 
inside the building. Theater

equipment, food service
supplies & vintage intems.

906-466-9006
Website: bowerauctions.com

“LITTLE HARBOR RD.
ESTATE 

AUCTION”:
Saturday, February 3rd,

starting at 11am (Preview
2/2/24, 11am-4pm) at 5590W
US Highway 2, Manistique,

MI. Sporting, Tools,
Household Items, & More!

Check out our website
www.upauction.com for pics

& info on other upcoming
auctions.

THE AUCTION BLOCK.
Phone 906-341-7355/906-

450-7356  (gnc) 

Menominee Estate Online
Auction Household Furniture
and Decor, Vintage Toys and

Games, Tools, Antique
Steamer Trunks, Outdoor

Furniture,  & More! Bid Now
@ www.Superiorauction.Net!

Bidding Ends 02-06-2024
877-864-2942 R.W.A 3122.
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What about the 

children — when 
the parents work?

It used to be that one 
person in the family could 
work to put food on the 
table and a roof over the 
family’s head. Those days 
are long gone, however, 
and both parents have to 
work to afford mortgage 
payments, trips to the 
grocery store, electricity 
and more.

With both parents 
working their tushies off, 
it often creates a conun-
drum when school is done 
for the day. It’s not always 
possible for parents to 
work different schedules 
so that at least one of 
them is home at the same 
time the school bus drops 
the children off. That 
means sending kids to a 
child care facility until 
one of the parents gets off 
from work.

That’d be a good 
thing — if there were 
enough facilities. There 
aren’t, though, and that 
makes it very difficult for 
the working class when 
they’re required to be at 
a job eight or more hours 
per day. Not everybody 
works from home now 
that the pandemic’s over 
— except for farmers, of 
course — and not every 
workplace is cool with 
letting the rugrats hang 
out until the five o’clock 
that’s somewhere actually 
gets here.

Growing up, I had to 
watch my younger sister 
when my mother went 
back to work full-time, 
because one paycheck 
was not enough to keep us 
solvent. However, society 
today frowns on children 
ages 10 and 11 being left to 
handle the younger kids 
while the parents are at 
work. Thus, the need for 
child care.

The need is so great 
that the schools are trying 
to fill that void, too. The 
Shawano School Dis-
trict is proposing having 
part of Hillcrest Primary 
School be dedicated to 
child care as part of its 
spring referendum. The 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood 
School District is also 
looking at developing a 
child care facility as it 
grapples with the issue of 
keeping staff in western 
Shawano County and not 
losing people to places 
where child care is more 
abundant.

So how do we fix the 
situation? Unfortunately, 
adjusting our economy 
so both parents aren’t 
required to work to afford 
a home, food and more 
doesn’t seem likely or 
even feasible. Therefore, 
things need to shift to 
providing more child care 
facilities.

Of course, things look 
bleak, according to Gov. 
Tony Evers’ latest State 
of the State address. He 
noted that the Child Care 
Counts program is coming 
to a close in terms of fed-
eral funding, and without 
continued investments, 
more than 2,100 child care 
programs will come to a 
close, leaving over 87,000 
children without someone 
to watch over them.

Evers took $170 million 
in emergency state fund-
ing to keep the program 
up and running for a 
while longer, but that 
money will eventually 
run out, which means the 
ball is in the Wisconsin 
Legislature’s court to find 
a solution.

In the meantime, the 
schools are picking up the 
slack when they already 
have the enormous task 
of educating children for 
seven or eight hours a 
day, and then having to 
watch over them in the 
early mornings or late af-
ternoons. That works for 
school districts that can 
afford it, but what about 
the districts that can’t?

Where does the ul-
timate solution lie? Do 
we storm our municipal 
governments and task 
them with finding a solu-
tion? Do we hope that the 
state government can put 
aside party politics and 
come up with a plan? Do 
we get desperate and ask 
the federal government to 
resolve the issue?

Then there’s the 
question of what the 
solution will be. Should 
the schools be the solu-
tion? Should we send the 
kids to the area librar-
ies, which would be a 
good idea if the libraries 
could afford to be open 
every day that parents are 
working? Should there 
be a recruitment effort to 
get more people into the 
child care business and 
maybe make it simpler for 
them to get the training 
they need to handle a 
dozen or so hyperactive 
munchkins?

It’s clear we’ve got a 
problem. The solution is 
not so clear. Hopefully 
someone more quali-
fied than I can take this 
problem and help it to 
evaporate.

Lee Pulaski is the city editor for NEW 
Media. Readers can contact him at 

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com.

Lee PulaskiLee Pulaski
City editorCity editor

Anonymous letter 
writers are cowards
To the editor:

I received my third 
anonymous cowardly let-
ter in the mail a couple of 
weeks ago.

What makes this one dif-
ferent is instead of address-
ing just me, the coward also 
asked that my freedom of 
speech be stopped and that 
the Oconto County Times 
Herald be denied their 
freedom of the press, asking 
them to stop printing my 
letters to the editor.

My letters are timely, of 
local interest and different 
from the cowards they are 
signed. I stand by every 

word I have printed. I chal-
lenge the writer of this letter 
to do the same. Come out of 
the shadows and write a let-
ter and sign your name to it.

In the second from last 
line in this two-page letter, 
the author writes this gem: 
“We hope someone on 
the board this spring has 
the stones to propose dual 
sports to learn from this and 
make better guidelines and 
allow dual sports again.” 
This is incredible.

Are they saying now that 
the Suring Public School 
District should have dual 
sports? I also am calling on 
the school board to allow 
for dual sports, but not in 
spring, but now so a deserv-
ing student can finish his 

career out. Who would be 
hurt if Trent was allowed to 
compete?

They have called me to 
be banned from the school. 
They have called my son, 
Trent, lazy for going over 
and above. It is incredible 
the attacks on our character.

Dual sports started in 
Suring in 2000 when Isaiah 
Houska was in track and 
WIAA-sanctioned golf. I 
believe the multiple years of 
participating in dual sports 
gave Isaiah the skills to run 
one of the larger employ-
ers in Oconto County. Also, 
Klint Hischke when he 
participated in track and 
qualified for sectionals in 
golf. There are some very 
ambitious girls that play 

varsity basketball and club 
volleyball.

Trent has won many 
awards in both wrestling 
and basketball during his 
time as a dual sport athlete. 
Yet the writer of this bogus 
letter says he couldn’t have 
because Suring sports are 
on bottom of the confer-
ence. Proving they need 
change. Writer also states 
other schools don’t allow 
wrestling and basketball to 
happen at the same time. 
This is false. I know of Cole-
man and Bay Port athletes 
that have. Is it rare? Yes. Is it 
something to be applauded? 
Yes. Not harassed or lim-
ited. Remember it is for the 
children.

Mike Van Den Elzen, Suring

GUEST COLUMN

Domestic violence increases, funding drops
In 2022, domestic 

violence claimed 96 lives 
in Wisconsin. That’s one 
death every 3.8 days, and an 
increase of 20% from 2021. 
This is unacceptable and 
completely avoidable. We 
have the power to protect 
survivors and prevent do-
mestic violence.

As a champion for survi-
vors of domestic violence, I 
know we can do more to aid 
in the prevention of horrific 
abuse toward women, chil-
dren and other marginalized 
groups in our community. 
While our state sits on a 
nearly $4 billion surplus, 
we have the funds to make 
violence against women and 
others preventable, treat-
able and prosecutable. Most 
importantly, we know that 
we will save lives.

While no piece of leg-
islation can ever erase the 
trauma of violence, no one 
should experience barri-
ers to justice and support 
during the most difficult 
times of their lives. It is the 
role of the government to 
step up and provide for a 
safer, more compassionate 
path so that people can heal. 
So that victims become 

survivors.
Together with Sen. Jesse 

James, Rep. Sun Conley 
and Rep. Patrick Synder, 
I introduced legislation to 
fund victim services and 
domestic violence services 
in Wisconsin at the level 
previously proposed by 
Gov. Tony Evers, giving the 
Wisconsin Legislature one 
more opportunity to do the 
right thing. The legislation 
would also provide grants 
to Child Advocacy Centers 
(CAC) that provide multi-
disciplinary approaches to 
investigating child abuse 
while also working with law 
enforcement to interview 
child victims in a friendly 
manner and environment.

Concerns about funding 
for services that address 
domestic violence, sexual 
assault, child abuse and 
neglect, and sexual abuse 
for children are prevalent in 
the discussions that I’ve had 

with local law enforcement. 
They rely on these essential 
survivor and victim services 
to assist in providing care 
and compassion to those 
affected.

Most service providers 
historically obtained their 
funding through the federal 
Victims of Crime Act Fund 
(VOCA). This fund receives 
the fees and fines from 
victims’ federal court cases. 
However, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice recently 
announced that Wisconsin 
could expect a nearly 40% 
drop in funding in 2024. 
This is unacceptable to the 
victims of terrible crimes 
who need help in our state.

Wisconsin’s Office of 
Crime Victim Services said 
the drop in funding this 
year would only allow for 
52 of the current 135 VOCA 
programs statewide to 
receive necessary support. 
Decreasing access to victim 
services will lead our state 
backwards and harm those 
dealing with the trauma of 
domestic or sexual abuse.

This is why it is so 
important that we increase 
funding for the Wisconsin 
Department of Justice to 

award grants to organiza-
tions that provide services 
to victims of sexual assault. 
It will also increase grants 
awarded from the Depart-
ment of Children and 
Families to organizations 
that provide domestic vio-
lence services and increase 
funding contracts to CACs. 
The bill provides funding 
for a new CAC in Ozaukee 
County to increase access 
to support for survivors of 
child abuse.

Conversations about 
domestic and sexual 
violence are difficult, but 
we must take meaningful 
steps to protect Wisconsin’s 
victims and survivors, while 
preventing future violence. 
With comprehensive legis-
lation, we can create a safer 
Wisconsin, where viola-
tors and assailants are held 
accountable, services are 
available for victims to be-
come survivors and where 
every survivor is heard and 
believed.

Wisconsin’s victims and 
survivors deserve better.

Melissa Agard is a state senator rep-
resenting Madison and former Senate 

Democratic leader.

Melissa Melissa 
AgardAgard

Guest columnistGuest columnist

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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*

The INDEPENDENCEThe INDEPENDENCE
BUILT-IN BATTERY BACK-UP*

NO POWER? NO PROBLEM!
BUILT-IN BATTERY BACK-UP*

NO POWER? NO PROBLEM!

CUSTOMIZE YOUR STOVE W/
MULTIPLE TILE & PANEL OPTIONS!

CUSTOMIZE YOUR STOVE W/
MULTIPLE TILE & PANEL OPTIONS!

*With approved credit. *Discounts can not be combined. *30% Tax Credit applies to select pellet and wood stoves only. Please see sales associate for details. 

STANDARD
INSTALL

STANDARD
INSTALL

FREEF R E E **

With  New Stove  Purchase.*  ($590.00 Retai l  Value)

920.779.6647920.779.6647    
PELLETHEAD.COMPELLETHEAD.COM  

DALEDALE
GREEN BAYGREEN BAY

JUNCTION CITYJUNCTION CITY

FREE*  
ASH VAULT PRO

FREE*  
ASH VAULT PRO

WOOD PELLET STOVEWOOD PELLET STOVE  

**
SAVESAVE $2,000$2,000

   ON MOST PELLET & WOOD STOVES WITH THE 2024 TAX CREDIT*

UP
TOP

LU
S

!

NO CHIMNEY REQUIRED W/PELLET STOVE*
SAVE UP TO 50% ON HEATING*
NO CHIMNEY REQUIRED W/PELLET STOVE*
SAVE UP TO 50% ON HEATING*

EASY PAYMENTS* AS LOW AS $2.00/DAY!*
0% INTEREST*
EASY PAYMENTS* AS LOW AS $2.00/DAY!*
0% INTEREST*
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I know of something 
amazing that should be in 
the newspaper! I should 

drop them a line at
news@newmedia-wi.com
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