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Lena High School senior Sidney Sylvester is already quite the business entrepreneur, creating dozens of different tractors and other items with the help of 3-D printers.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA



PAGE C2  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, MARCH 10, 2023

Teen’s tractor business a real moneymaker
Sidney Sylvester’s gift of 3-D printer turns into successful plan to pay for college

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Many high school seniors are 
trying to figure out how to pay for 
college, whether with the help of 
family, scholarships or even loans.

Sidney Sylvester, a senior at 
Lena High School, isn’t too worried 
about that, as he’s already got a plan 
to pay four years of tuition in the 
bag, and it’s all through making toy 
tractors.

Making the 
tractors has 
been a way of 
life all through 
high school for 
Sylvester, who 
received a 3-D 
resin printer as a 
gift when he was 
in seventh grade.

“For years, 
I would use 

that printer to create whatever I 
wanted, whether it be a phone case, 
a phone stand or any little models,” 
Sylvester said. “That gave me a lot 
of experience in computer-aided de-
sign, which then gave me the skills I 
needed when my brother asked me 
to 3-D print him a pulling tractor, 
because he’d always been interested 
in toy tractors since he was little.”

Sylvester estimated it took him 
about 15 hours to design and print 
that first tractor. He decided to de-
sign five more and try to sell them 
on Facebook. Right away, he re-
ceived orders for 30 tractors among 
those initial designs.

“From there, we made more and 
more, and now we sell 74 differ-
ent products today,” Sylvester said, 
noting that includes kits for people 
to build the tractors themselves and 
individual parts for people to design 
their own tractors, like engines, 
steering wheels and chassis.

In addition to becoming wildly 
popular through the internet, Syl-
vester’s company, J&S Customs, has 
helped him earn plenty of money 
and given him a chance to com-
pete recently at a Wisconsin Junior 
Achievement competition compara-
ble to the ABC series “Shark Tank.”

The prize was a $10,000 schol-
arship, but even though Sylvester 
didn’t win, it appears he didn’t even 
need it as he prepares to embark on 
the next four years at University 
of Wisconsin-Platteville, where 

he plans to pursue a degree in 
electrical engineering and eventu-
ally hopes to work in aerospace at 
NASA. Sylvester doesn’t plan on 
putting his successful business on 
hold, however, as he said he’s going 
to spend the whole summer printing 
plenty of stock to be sold while he’s 
in school, recruiting his brother to 
ship out the orders.

“I never expected to have a busi-
ness, especially a business like this, 
in high school,” Sylvester said.

Engineering was something he’d 
be interested in from an early age. 
He noted that the 3-D printer he 
received in seventh grade was the 
only Christmas gift he asked for that 
year.

“That tool was what honestly 
enabled me to further my skills, 
and then those skills allowed me to 
upgrade my machines and then start 
my business,” said Sylvester, who 
noted he had as many as seven 3-D 
printers at one point creating the 

toys but currently has three large 
ones in operation. “It’s all a big 
snowball effect. Once you get some-
thing started, you can keep working 
off of what you have.”

Sylvester noted that it’s easy for 
him to make custom 1/64-scale mod-
els. Customers send photos of their 
personal pulling tractors, and he can 
make the model from there.

Paying for tuition doesn’t appear 
to be a problem for Sylvester, if 
his business plan holds. In 2022, he 
made $26,000 off of creating and 
selling his custom tractors and other 
items, with only $10,000 in expens-
es. This year, he projected he would 
make $56,000, more than double the 
previous year, but he expects that 
could go up as the projection was 
made prior to his decision to build 
surplus stock to be sold while he’s 
in Platteville.

“Popularity and range of prod-
ucts is what I think is driving the 
sales up,” Sylvester said. “More 
people are seeing my business, and 
my returning customers have more 
products to buy now. I used to offer 
only 10 or 15 tractors, and they could 

only buy a certain amount, but now 
they have a wide range of products 
to choose from that they can get 
more and more and more.”

Sylvester has already received 
several requests to sell his items 
at retail, and he even had an offer 
to buy out his business, which he 
declined.

The business hasn’t been a hin-
drance to Sylvester’s high school 
education, as he boasted a 3.85 
grade-point average.

“I’ve been able to do most of my 
homework at school,” Sylvester 
said. “There are very few projects 
I’ve had to take home, so that frees 
up time in the evening to get more 
work done and make more profits.”

If Sylvester does get his dream 
job at NASA, he might retire from 
building custom tractors and other 
items. He anticipates the business 
could go to his brother and inspire 
more creative customs.

“Things change so quickly, so 
I honestly don’t know right now,” 
Sylvester said.

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

ONLINE
For more about J&S Customs, go to www. 

j-scustoms.com.

SIDNEY SYLVESTER

Many of the pieces Sidney Sylvester creates for customers are standard tractor designs, but there are some custom items he can make as long as customers 
provide something visual for him to work off of.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
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CMN’s 30th year of restoring Native nations
When President Christopher 

Caldwell thinks about College of 
Menominee Nation’s 30th anniver-
sary, he thinks about netaenawemak-
anak. The Menominee word trans-
lates to English as “all my relations,” 
which he sees as a component of the 
“generational” nature of the college.

Caldwell explained: “This anni-
versary reminds 
us of the con-
tinual handing 
down to the next 
in line to lead. 
It reminds us 
to take time to 
pause, reflect, 
and learn from 
our stories.”

CMN’s story 
began when 

Virginia Nuske called founding Presi-
dent Dr. Verna Fowler. On behalf of 
the Menominee Tribal Legislature, 
Nuske asked Fowler to return to the 
reservation to establish the college. 
At the time, Fowler had aspirations 
of becoming a college professor, but 
she agreed to shelve those plans in 
order to serve her people.

Fowler is quoted in the March 
12, 1993, edition of the Shawano 
Leader, explaining: “I began to 
think of the Menominee people, and 
what this would mean to all of us.” 
The article’s reporter, David Niles, 
captured that, in the speech at the 
college’s launch, Fowler “recalled the 
past struggles of the tribe, and how 
she believes education would help 
the tribe deal with those struggles 
and crisis.”

In that same story, Tribal Chair-
man Glen Miller stated that the 
creation of CMN would allow “the 
Menominee to strengthen themselves 
and contribute to the strengthening 
of American society.”

Thirty years later, CMN has 
graduated over 1,200 students while 
boasting an average class size of 
one faculty member for every four 
students. CMN students past and 
present represent 83 Native na-
tions and 93% of the school’s alumni 
matriculated without incurring any 
debt. Its graduates serve in a variety 
of roles, contributing to the success 
of private businesses, public entities, 
and tribal nations.

Similarities to CMN’s founding 
are evident in its leadership today. 
Like Fowler, Caldwell imagined a 
different future prior to being called 
to lead the school. Caldwell said: “I 
grew up in the shadow of the saw-

mill. My intent was to be a forester, 
but you have to be prepared for 
leadership.”

Caldwell took the helm at CMN in 
February 2020. He reflected: “What 
I found when I came into this role 
was that the lessons of forest man-
agement applied to education. It’s a 
story of relationships. How we care 
for the forest and the people.

“Our elders said that if you take 
care of the forest, it will take care of 
you. At CMN, we say, if the college 
takes care of the students, the stu-
dents will take care of the college.”

Applying the wisdom inherent in 
the mantra of Menominee sustain-
able forestry practices to education 
has proven essential to CMN’s suc-
cess. The school’s top three leader-
ship positions are all currently held 
by its alumni — President Caldwell, 
Chief Academic Officer Geraldine 
Sanapaw, and Chief Financial Officer 
George Otradovec.

Caldwell noted that this leader-
ship team often thinks about their 
successors. He said: “We think it’s 

more than likely that the future lead-
ers at CMN are walking our hallways 
today.”

Evidence of the leadership team’s 
premonition can be found in the 
CMN students who traveled to 
Washington, D.C. last month. They 
spoke to lawmakers on behalf of the 
35 tribal colleges, sharing what CMN 
has meant to them and their future.

Oneida tribal member Rita Reiter 
is one such student. The business 
administration major stated that the 
experience was profound. She said: 
“CMN has provided me with more 
than I anticipated. I am empowered 
as a Native American, and the staff 
truly put me in a position to give 
back. Someday I hope to teach at 
College of Menominee Nation so 
that I too can be an example to our 
Indigenous people.”

Still, CMN is not resting on its 
laurels. Caldwell pointed out that the 
school’s charter called for it to “serve 
Menominee people — it doesn’t say 
to only educate those living on the 
reservation.”

“Relocation led to Menominee 
diaspora,” Caldwell explained about 
the 1950s federal policy. “We now 
have the ability for online classes and 
remote learning. We are reaching 
out to Menominee people. We are 
inviting other Indigenous people to 
‘come learn with us,’ both physically 
and virtually. We want to create a 
physical pathway for those who want 
a long-term connection.”

Caldwell summarized: “When we 
focus on the 30th anniversary, we fo-
cus on the past while thinking about 
the future. It comes back to genera-
tional. We’re thinking about the sus-
tainability of the institution and how 
we reflect Menominee values.”

To put it another way, CMN’s 
president sees the school’s most 
recent milestone as another oppor-
tunity to take stock on how it can 
best serve the people whom he calls 
netaenawemakanak.

Ryan Winn teaches courses in communication, English, 
and theater at College of Menominee Nation. For more 

information about the school visit www.menominee.edu.

RYAN WINN

Founding College of Menominee Nation President Dr. Verna Fowler shares some advice, as CMN board member Justin Lepscier and founding board members 
Virginia Nuske and Myrna Warrington look on.� RYAN WINN
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Radio personality prefers teaching over trophies
Marc Drewek, a weekly outdoors 

radio show host for more than a 
dozen years, has an enviable num-
ber of big bucks under his belt and 
still enjoys chasing them with bow, 
muzzleloader and rifle.

Today, he’d rather teach new-
comers about hunting through the 
state’s Learn to Hunt program or on 
his own.

“I was deer hunting when stands 
were little 
wooden planks 
in the trees,” 
said Drewek, 
63, as he spoke 
to members of 
the Clintonville 
Bow Hunters 
Club on Feb. 25 
at Northwinds 
Banquet Hall in 
Marion dur-

ingits annual banquet. “I love to go 
out and hunt, but it’s time now to 
give more than I take. That’s what’s 
going to continue and maintain 
stewardship of the outdoors.”

Since 2010, the Neenah resident 
had hosted “Living the Outdoors” 
on The Score, 95.3 FM, at 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays. The show’s recorded 
podcasts are available on demand 
at www.TheScorewi.com.

If you live in the Fox Valley and 
enjoy hunting and archery, you’ve 
probably crossed paths with him 
either at the former Gander Moun-
tain store in Grand Chute (where 
he worked as guns and archery 
manager for 10 years) or The Real 
Shot in Appleton, where he was 
store manager for 12 years. Drewek 
has set up and tuned hundreds of 
compound bows in his career.

Drewek’s love for hunting 
started with grouse hunts with 
his dad, and duck hunts with high 
school pals around Glendale, where 
he grew up and graduated high 
school in 1978. He did lots of grouse 
and woodcock hunting in Langlade 
County and near Spread Eagle in 
Florence County.

He’s since pursued deer and 
waterfowl in at least a dozen states, 
with frequent trips to Iowa, Min-
nesota and Colorado. He owned 
and hunted on property in Iola for 
17 years. He’s run out of room for 
big racks on his walls, with some in 
storage. He estimates he’s tagged 
15 ranging from 125 to 180 points 
(if scored by Pope and Young or 
Boone and Crockett record book 
scorers), including 10 with the bow 
and others with muzzleloader, shot-

gun and rifle. Ironically, he’s never 
had one officially scored for the 
books — he’s just not interested.

“It’s not that I needed to kill 
more deer,” he said. He’s switched 
over to focusing on waterfowl in 
recent years.

His real passion today and for 
the past 20 years or so is introduc-
ing others to outdoors adventures.

He does it both on his own — he 
recently introduced his taxidermist 
to grouse hunting, helping him bag 
his first bird — and through the 

Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources Learn to Hunt program, 
focusing on turkey hunting.

DNR wardens on his radio 
show’s “Ask the Game Warden” 
monthly segment asked him if he 
wanted to help with the Learn to 
Hunt program, and he began help-
ing at the Outagamie Conservation 
Club in Hortonville.

Learn to Hunt uses four hours 
of classroom and field instruction 
before the newcomer hunts with a 
qualified mentor, according to the 
DNR website. The program is open 
to most ages and in some cases, 
license requirements are waived. 
You can learn more or sign up at 
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/Educa-
tion/OutdoorSkills/lth.

The DNR also offers webinars 
for more information. All hunters 
must first obtain a DNR customer 
ID number online (this number is 
linked to your licenses and per-
mits as long as you hunt and fish in 
Wisconsin).

Drewek also introduced about 
75 women to archery during a 
women’s archery event at The Real 
Shot. He’s watched the progress of 
some of them as they became avid 
bowhunters or target archers.

He called his recent work on 
the Learn to Hunt program “life-
changing.”

“We all started at the bottom 
somewhere along the line,” he said, 
explaining that he tells rookies 
everything not to do. “The outdoor 
life is a pretty special thing. It’s my 
happy place. It will put you in a 
better place. If you have the oppor-
tunity to impact another person’s 
life in the outdoors, take advantage 
of it.”

He compared hunting and other 
outdoor pursuits (he also enjoys fly 
fishing for trout and tying his own 
flies) as therapy, a welcome respite 
to life’s everyday duties.

The reward comes when those 
novice hunters approach him later 
and say, “Now I understand why 
you turkey hunt.”

Those of us who have hunted and 
otherwise enjoyed the beauty and 
soul-cleansing powers of the out-
doors (in archery legend Fred Bear’s 
words) may underestimate these 
effects on newbies, Drewek said.

“The impact on their lives — it’s 
stronger than we think it is.”

Ross Bielema is a freelance writer from New London 
and owner of Wolf River Concealed Carry LLC. 

Contact him at Ross@wolfriverccw.com.

ROSS BIELEMA

Marc Drewek, an avid deer and duck hunter, hosts an hour-long outdoors radio show at 5 p.m. Wednes-
day on The Score, 95.3 FM. He shared his outdoor experiences Feb. 25 with members of the Clintonville 
Bow Hunters at their annual banquet in Marion.� ROSS BIELEMA
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March, not April, is 
the cruelest month

An old proverb says March comes 
in like a lion and goes out like a lamb. 
Really? In my lifetime, I’ve seen more 
lion than lamb at both ends. We had 
the usual lion beginning this year, 
but I am not foolish enough to antici-
pate a lamb ending because it rarely 
happens.

I love living in Wisconsin all year-
round, but March would be my least 
favorite time. It’s quite appropriate 
that the third month of the year is 
named after Mars, the Roman god 
of war. I am betting Julius Caesar 
named March after a god the Romans 
deeply despised for one good reason: 
the weather. To think that was 2,000 
or so years before Mother Nature 
began her revenge tour to punish our 
earth-unfriendly human behaviors.

Here in the Northwoods, March 
climate conditions are the pits. It’s 
gray and dull and dirty; most days 
are damp and cold. I don’t mind be-
ing wet, and I can handle being cold, 
but I cannot abide being wet and cold 
at the same time. Just writing about 
it makes me shiver and break out in 
goosebumps.

Sure, I have a nice home which 
makes staying inside quite comfort-
able. Then why is weather so impor-
tant to me? Because I need to exer-
cise almost every day or my husband 
would have to haul me around on a 
forklift. After four months of being 
forced to use my boring treadmill, 
I am oh so ready to get outside for 
my daily walk. Of course, there’s the 
occasional nice day in March when I 
can actually do that, but it’s just a big 
tease.

The uglies come roaring back, 
and it’s too chilly, too icy, too muddy 
or too rainy to walk outside. Back 
to my reality show: “Torture on the 
Treadmill.” Trust me, you don’t want 
to tune in.

As if that’s not bad enough, what’s 
so much worse are late season snow-
storms. That old expression “mad 
as a March hare” refers to the wild 
and crazy behavior of large male 
rabbits during the spring mating 
season. That saying almost perfectly 
describes my attitude toward March 
snowstorms. Instead of welcom-
ing the snow as I would November 
through February, I stand at my patio 
door and grit my teeth as I watch 
the white stuff pile up, using words 
that would have sent my mother 

scurrying to the 
bathroom for a 
bar of soap.

I’m sure I’m 
not the only one 
who thinks that 
by the end of 
February, snow 
has completely 
lost its charm. 
To add insult 
to injury, these 

March “weather events” are usually 
doozies, dumping several inches of 
densely concentrated frozen pre-
cipitation. Needless to say, putting 
that snow in its proper place can be 
a very heavy lift. Lucky for me, my 
husband Jon is the designated lifter. 
He’s never been one to work out, 
but I have cleverly convinced him 
that shoveling snow is good physical 
exercise.

Here’s another thing. What the 
heck do you wear in March? I am so-
o-o tired of my bulky winter clothes, 
but putting on something more 
summery is quite out of the ques-
tion. Why? I must hide the damning 
evidence that I still have not learned 
proper portion control.

I am referring to those after-
church-on-Sunday Old Town Hall 
breakfasts currently enhancing my 
waistline, or it could be one too 
many delectable Hillcrest Walleye 
Pike Friday night fish fry dinners that 
have taken up temporary (I hope) 
residence on my hips. Whatever. The 
cold harsh truth is that it’s still three 
weeks until April.

Ah, April, erroneously named the 
cruelest month by William Shake-
speare, Sorry, Willie. You whiffed 
on this one. For heartless brutality, 
there’s no god like Mars, and no 
month like the one that bears his 
name. All a body can do is look for 
diversions to make the time pass 
quickly. Hey, anyone want to go out 
for lunch? Sunset has amazing steak 
sandwiches. Every Little Tipsy’s 
pizza is a masterpiece. Olive Pit’s 
special olive burger is a culinary (if 
coronary counter) delight. Sigh. On 
second thought, I better head down-
stairs and get on the treadmill.

Kathleen Marsh is a lifelong educator, writer and com-
munity advocate. She has published eight books, four 
on the history of Townsend, where she and husband 
Jon are happily retired on the beautiful Townsend 

Flowage.

KATHLEEN MARSH

Fractions in cookie dough

McLane Miller and other fourth grade students at Sacred Heart Catholic School recently made some 
delicious cookie dough dip as they learned why they need to simplify fractions and how they’re used in 
the real world.� CONTRIBUTED

Legion helps with library copier

Lakes Country Public Library Director Katie Essermann accepts a $1,000 donation toward a new copier 
from American Legion Post 44 Commander George Richards. � CONTRIBUTED
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Quilt show in Pulaski to 
feature 100-plus pieces

The Town ‘n Country Quilt Guild 
is hosting its biennial quilt show 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. March 18 at Pu-
laski Community Middle School, 911 
S. St. Augustine St., Pulaski. Admis-
sion is $5.

On display will be more than 100 
handmade quilts of all sizes, as well 
as other quilted items — including 
table runners, wall hangings and mis-
cellaneous pieces. Special exhibits 
this year include challenge quilts, a 
nationally award-winning quilt and 
displays of the guild’s charitable 
quilts.

This year’s challenge quilts were 
created by members and must in-
clude only two colors of fabrics. The 
Patriot’s Torchbearer, a nationally 
award-winning quilt, was created 
by the Jean Nicolet Chapter of the 
National Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution. The guild’s 
charitable quilts, pillowcases and 
other items include those created for 
veterans and people in need.

There will be multiple vendors 
from area quilt and craft shops. Each 
will have many items available for 
purchase. Raffle items include four 
beautiful handmade quilts, as well as 
many themed baskets.

In addition, coffee, sweet treats, 
beverages and lunch will be avail-
able for purchase, including Roger’s 
Famous Chicken Booyah.

The guild also performs many 
service projects, such as making lap 
quilts and pillowcases for veterans 
homes and senior centers, collect-
ing food and donation items for 
local pantries and providing quilts 
to other organizations serving those 
in need. It also sponsors sew-ins and 
workshops. Meetings are on the third 
Monday of the month at Premier 
Bank in Pulaski.

For information, contact Valerie 
Plasky at valerieplas@new.rr.com or 
920-606-3090.

Abrams Spotlight Productions Inc. 
invites the community on a journey 
back to the days of vaudeville to the 
performance of “Gypsy.”

The show, directed by Ali Carl-
son, will be presented March 16-19 
and March 23-26 at the Nancy Byng 
Community Theater, 5852 Maple St., 
Abrams. Evening performances are at 
7 p.m. with Sunday matinees at 1 p.m. 

An opening night gala exclusively for 
spotlight sponsors and 2023 season 
ticket holders will be held at 5 p.m. 
March 16.

“Gypsy” is the tale of an ambitious 
stage mother fighting for her daugh-
ters’ success, while secretly yearning 
for her own. Set all across America in 
the 1920s and 1930s, when vaudeville 
was dying and burlesque was born, 
Arthur Laurents’ landmark show 
explores the world of two-bit show 
business with brass, humor, heart 
and sophistication.

“What makes the show stand out 
is the fact that we have really two 
casts,” Carlson said. “One cast is the 
kids — and then those kids grow 
up. So, to see the cast really take on 
these characters at different ages is 
amazing.”

Portraying the lead role, Mama 
Rose, is Teresa Aportela-Sergott, a 
veteran actress who’s performed in 
shows at Evergreen Theater, Play-by-
Play Theatre, and Theatre Z. This is 
her first show with ASPI.

“What really makes this character 
stand out is how powerful she is. 
People will be blown away with Te-
resa’s portrayal of this iconic charac-
ter on stage,” Carlson said.

Tickets are on sale now at 

abramstheater.com or by calling 920-
826-5852. Prices are $17 for adults, $15 
for seniors and children ages 5 and 
up, and $8 for ages 4 and under.

Properly and effectively manag-
ing the insects, diseases and weeds 
that negatively impact field crops is a 
huge challenge for farms.

With 2023 crop production costs 
already expected to be the most 
expensive ever, proper pest man-
agement has become extremely 
important. Crop producers have an 
opportunity on March 14 to see up-
to-date pest management research 
and recommendations, as well as 
learn how they can optimize yields 
with proper soil health management.

The extension Offices of Shawano, 
Oconto, Marinette and Langlade 
counties are sponsoring this work-
shop, which will take place from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Matsche Com-
munity Center, 362 Railroad Ave., 
Birnamwood.

The morning portion will feature 
pest management, including water-
hemp and other weeds, tar spot and 
gibberella diseases of corn, white 

mold in soybean, western bean cut-
worm, and other emerging/standby 
pests of concern.

In the afternoon, the focus will 
turn toward soil health management 
and how soil health impacts pest 
management. Specific topics will 
include proper nutrient management, 
soil health building practices and 
how cover crops interact both posi-
tively and negatively with pests and 
their management. Farmer questions 
and experiences will drive the day’s 
discussion, as well.

There is a $20 registration fee per 
person, with lunch and materials in-
cluded. Pre-registration can be made 
with Scott Reuss, regional crops/
soils educator, at 715-732-7510, 715-
701-0966 or scott.reuss@wisc.edu.

The Suring Area Historical Society 
will hold its next meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
March 21 at the meeting room at Sur-
ing Village Hall, 604 Main St., Suring.

A business meeting will precede 
car pooling at 7 p.m. to the Buhrandt 
Syrup Shack in Hayes to learn how 
syrup is produced from maple tree 
sap.

These are some of the quilts that will be raffled off March 18 at Pulaski Community Middle School for the Town ‘N Country Quilt Guild show.� CONTRIBUTED

A R O U N D  T H E  CO M M U N I T Y

Vaudeville invades the 
stage at Abrams theater

Birnamwood workshop 
to look at field pests

Syrup production part of 
next society meeting
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C L U B  N OT E S
Wannabe Quilt Group

The Wannabe Quilt Group had 
a busy 2022 making and donating 
quilts. The group has donated over 
108 quilts to the five school districts 
in Oconto County, Lena, Oconto, 
Oconto Falls, Gillett and Suring 
for the needy families during the 
holidays. Donations also were given 
to veterans, Disabled American 
Veterans, and other charities.

The group is always looking for 
donations of fabric. If you would 
like to donate, please contact Lynn 
Konshak at 920-406-0052.

Shawano Area Writers
Due to a communication er-

ror, two sessions of Shawano Area 
Writers were held on Feb. 16.

In the first session, Twilla Beyer 
had heard from two schools that 
she contacted about the George 
Putz Student Writing Contest. She 
also made up a poster which can 
be used to be sent to the schools as 
a good reminder. Barb King heard 
back from four schools and Trudy 
Bosman from three.

Trudy Bosman announced that 
there are several current contests 
in poetry and prose on Writer’s 
Digest that aren’t very expensive to 
enter, including a poetry contest.

Wendy Goerl announced guts-
ygreatnovels.com has a contest for 
$20 to send in the first chapter of 
your novel.

Tom Thorstenson explained 
that some members from the Green 
Bay Writers’ group are selling their 
books at the Market on Military, 
which used to be the old Sears 
building. It meets the first, third, 
and fifth Saturdays of the month. In 
the summer they move outdoors.

Trudy Bosman started the read-
ings with a poem about the differ-
ent ways to have a taco and a mis-
guided poem titled “Bad Advice.”

Tom Thorstenson read his story 
“The Vile Inn.” In his younger 
years, Tom would travel on his bike 
and sleep anywhere. One night he 
was caught in a rainstorm, so he 
decided to sleep in his goose down 
sleeping bag under a picnic table in 
a park. He was soaking wet by the 
time he crawled into the sleeping 
bag.

Lee Pulaski read a blog that 
will lead to the story he reads next 
month titled “When Unbridled 
Inspiration Strikes, Chicken Soup 
Follows.”

Barb King read a chapter from 
the book “The Children in the 
Garden.” Jillian is now living on the 

main floor of her house. She hears 
a sound upstairs and starts check-
ing the upstairs bedrooms which 
are filled from floor to ceiling with 
boxes and bags, except for two 
rooms that appear to have been a 
child’s bedroom and a playroom. At 
first glance everything looks nor-
mal, but looking closer the heads, 
legs and arms of stuffed animals 
and dolls have been cut or ripped 
off. Screwdrivers and scissors have 
been driven into plastic and cloth 
bodies. Pictures and doll faces are 
smashed.

Wendy Goerl read “Heartstone’s 
Gathering from Like Minds.” Kinta 
and Alex are trying to straighten 
out the cover story for why Alex is 
covered with scratches and bruises.

At the second meeting, John 
Mutter gave the treasurer’s report.

Michael Oberle from the Shawa-
no County Historical Society talked 
to the group. He is looking for 
anyone who has writing skills. The 
Leadership Shawano County Team 
will be putting bronze plaques on 
historical buildings and sites in 
Shawano County. They hope to 
have 20 completed by Octoberfest. 

They will be starting with Main 
Street. The plaques will be 20 by 
24 inches and will hold a picture, 
an 860-character story and a Quick 
Bar Code which will take the reader 
back to the historical society where 
they will find more pictures and 
information.

This is a great opportunity for 
anyone who is interested in history, 
likes to research and write short 
stories. You can contact Michael 
Oberle at obe99@yahoo.com or 715-
628-6216.

John Mutter will have a story in 
Wisconsin Writer’s Association on-
line magazine Creative Wisconsin. 
It is titled “The Great Deception” 
about when John was born with a 
finger in his ear.

Shawano Area Writers will meet 
March 16 at the library from 10 a.m. 
to noon.

Northwoods Quilters
Northwoods Quilters Club of the 

tri-county area will have its month-
ly meeting on March 13 at Pioneer 
Presbyterian Church, 1947 River-
side Ave., Marinette. It is an all-day 
quilting retreat from 9:30 a.m. to 

2:30 p.m. Bring your own projects 
or plan to work on charity quilts or 
just socialize. There will also be a 
quilt show meeting right after the 
business meeting. Bring your own 
bag lunch.

Remember to bring any sewing-
related items you no longer want 
for the free table. Members can 
help themselves with all leftovers 
going to Attic Treasures at our 
2024 quilt show. After March 13, 
our bus trip to the Appleton area on 
May 10 will be open to the public. 
Anyone club members wishing to 
sign up should pay their $15 at this 
meeting. Non-members are $30.

Northwoods Quilters is open 
to new members. We welcome all 
levels of experience. The club alter-
nates morning and evening meet-
ings to accommodate those with 
daytime jobs. Come join us, even if 
you don’t quilt but want to learn, 
and make some new friends.

Club Notes are a service provided by NEW Media 
to keep the community informed on what local 

organizations are doing. Organizations interested in 
sending news about what they’re involved with can 

contact NEW Media at news@newmedia-wi.com.

The dedicated women of the Wannabe Quilt Group who have given of their time and talents to help include, from left, back row, Diane Pecho, Lynn Konshak, 
Sandy Leisch, Carol Arcilla, Laura Davister and Kathy Delvaux; front row, Judy Kozloski, Virginia Draeger, Arlene Hanrahan and Kathy Landenberg.

CHAR MEIER
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H O N O R  R O L L S
SHAWANO COMMUNITY 

HIGH SCHOOL
First semester
HIGHEST HONORS

Seniors: Jenna G. Ainsworth, Owen 
P. Curran, Megan G. Dillenburg, Riley N. 
Dreier, Anna E. Etten, Blaize P. Fernandez, 
Madeline L. Heling, Ania R. Hoffman, 
Hakyung G. Kim, Evelyn M. Lyles, Aidan R. 
Preston

Juniors: Maddigan J. Bakeberg, George 
J. Buerman V, Abigail M. Bystol, Lillian E. 
Guenther, Ashley M. Hanssen, Onna N. 
Hermann, Natalee M. Jung, Caitlyn M. 
Moede, Courtney L. Schenk, Robert S. 
Schroth, Tristin J. Suess, Tristan A. Tetting

Sophomores: Makenna R. Bubolz, Isaac 
L. Curran, Bailey L. DeFere, Vivian Duong, 
Kennedi M. Meyers, Brianna M. Oreskovic-
Childs, Evony S. Perez, Elias H. Popp, 
Hadley M. Rettke, Teagen A. Thompson, 
Abbygail A. Wachtel, Lexus R. Wagner, 
Rosella J. Wegner

Freshmen: Lily A. Bubolz, Olivia Do-
bratz, Anna L. Dreier, Morgan M. Evans, 
Dylan J. Gartner, Jillian E. Guenther, 
Andrew R. Hanssen, Bailey E. Hendricks, 
Dane R. Hodkiewicz, Grant N. Keszo, Josh-
ua L. Lesperance, Emma G. Nielson, Leah 
L. Nordin, Mason C. Pecore, Teagan M. 
Powers, Seth T. Pyatskowit, Laney M. Rich, 
Rhianna R. Rigsby, Anderson J. Schmidt, 
Ireland R. Setterman, Layla A. Sperberg, 
Claire A. Weiland, Ivy L. Winslow
HIGHER HONORS

Seniors: Ariana N. Albert, Aaron J. 
Awonohopay, Jaymin L. Boivin, Samuel 
L. Dobberstein, Mathilda L. Dorn, Kerstin 
G. Goetsch, Landan J. Gretzinger, Ashton 
J. Henning, Andrew D. Herrmann, Ava 
M. Huntington, Felix A. Lyles, Connor D. 
Majeski, Summer R. Morris, Braiden R. 
Mott, Roan H. Pubanz, Cadence S. Rohr, 
Selah M. Schmitt, Grace M. Stuewer, Elora 
M. Waupoose, Caden M. Young

Juniors: Jenna J. Arens, Matthew M. 
Boucher, Rhemi S. Bueschel, Andon K. 
Chelberg, Connor T. Chelberg, Grace G. 
Chelberg, Will G. Chelberg, Alexis M. 
Cherney, Savannah J. Elgin, Drake K. Herm, 
Kiana M. Hilliker, Allison N. Johnson, Alex-
ander T. Kohn, Owen C. Krueger, Benjamin 
D. Langlois, Melanie R. Lyles, Samantha 
J. Martzke, Adison E. Moesch, Andrew 
R. Mukka, Morgan S. Nielson, Lucas G. 
Nuthals, Samantha J. Richter, Elizabeth 
L. Schroth, Katelyn M. Smits, Katelyn M. 
Weiland

Sophomores: Erik J. Ainsworth, Olivia 
A. Anderson, Adalyn R. Barkley, Emily C. 
Berg, Daniel F. Bergmann, Parker R. Beyer, 
Austin J. Brandt, Jerzy C. Brocker, Allison 
R. Burr, Chloe Cicero, Jack A. Dietz, Lily 
G. Glysch, Gracie A. Gumieny, Brynn R. 
Hannes, Abby N. Hicks, Hail A. Kim, Ame-
lia L. Klement, Emerson M. Knope, Tyler J. 
Kuhn, Anna R. Majeski, Tristan R. McBride, 
Katelyn M. Mullins, Akyrie A. Onesti, Trin-
ity M. Popelka, Adrienne M. Rekow, Trevor 
P. Schwartz, Laci L. Sperberg, Marissa A. 
Tomashek, Madisyn A. Weinig, Kendra 

R. Westphal, Isobel M. Zastrow, Alex T. 
Zierden

Freshmen: Justin J. Alison, Evan D. An-
derson, Maci M. Beyer, Joaquin D. Boldig, 
Kylie J. Bort, Drew R. Chelberg, Everett T. 
Grover, Marek Z. Gueths, Lauren L. Harkey, 
Ava M. Hoffman, Tela I. Hopfensperger, 
Autumn R. Hudson, Brody W. Madison, 
Jenna L. Moede, Ayanna R. O’Kimosh, 
Kianna E. Pelishek, Anabelle N. Schroeder, 
Hailey R. Villiard
HIGH HONORS

Seniors: Braden R. Barkley, Allyson K. 
Brewer, Allison A. Brown, Isaac R. Buettner, 
Deacon J. Carroll, Rachael E. Cooper, Brady 
R. Glysch, Bryceon J. Krueger, Nicholas T. 
Kuczer, Allison R. Laffin, Jacob L. Landon, 
Leslie A. Lemerond, Michael J. Metcalf, 
Aidan R. Miesbauer, Dakota J. Pyawasay, 
Brandon G. Reed, Abrielle R. Schmidt, 
Brandon T. Smith, Jackson R. Sumnicht, 
Morgan L. VanEperen, Karsten L. Wolff

Juniors: Braylyn L. Babino, Macayon T. 
Bosetski, Tyler J. Evans, Dylan J. Hodkie-
wicz, Thomas D. Keszo, Clarice M. Nau-
mann, Ethan C. Onesti, Baelyan A. Putz, 
Isaac R. Welander, Emily M. Westphal

Sophomores: Jadyn G. Armbruster, 
Warner L. Beyer, Gracie J. Buss, Rachael 
H. Carroll, Sophia J. Eggert, Darcie L. Erd-
mann, Alynn M. Fowler-Doxtator, Jack M. 
Grieves, Ava M. Lyles, Rowan P. McNeel, 
Bradley A. Miller, Isabella K. Perez, Katie 
M. Rygg, Logan Sipple, Aiden J. Sischo, 
Summer A. Theys, Erin E. Tucker, Autumn 
R. Verhaagh

Freshmen: Breanna L. Anderson, Fran-
ces V. Awonohopay, Eyanna L. Chastain, 
Joseph C. Doperalski, Faith M. Flanigan, 
Gwyn R. Hermann, Joseph R. Kleinschmidt, 
Kadence J. Meyers, Madelyn M. Moesch, 
Cooper J. Montour, Henry M. Pleshek, 
Ryan J. Schwitzer, Terrance J. Smith, Blake 
A. Steinbach, Tanner J. Thiel, Ava G. 
Wachtel, Kelsie M. Wendorff
HONORS

Seniors: Nathan W. Ahlers, Jakobe A. 
Baumgartner, Makaila R. Blanke, Autumn 
M. Bunker, Marie E. Burke, Chase T. Chris-
tenson, Kasmira L. DuChesne, Christa J. 
Forbey, Lydia J. Green, Brady R. Hannes, 
Blake J. Hartmann, Alixandrya M. Heath, 
Brooklyn E. Heling, Joryn J. Koelbl, Teghan 
M. Kristof, Noah L. Lyons, Raven R. Mar-
quette, Trinity E. Morris, Chad W. Norton 
II, Alexander O. Paque, Lindsey N. Peters, 
Ethan C. Pleshek, Tucker J. Pyatskowit, 
Kendra M. Pyawasit, Emma R. Raeder, Ian 
G. Rigsby, Alizabeth J. Robinson, Peyton 
L. Schultz, Adayla G. Sheldon, Logan 
M. Webster, Seth T. Wehmeyer, Kael I. 
Weshonoquit, Ely B. Williams, Seth G. Wil-
liams, Ethan J. Zastrow

Juniors: Natalie L. Ahlers, Emma L. 
Bartelt, Ava S. Bendtschneider, Micah 
J. Bouwma, Jacob W. Brenner, Marcus 
A. Cicero, Addison L. Devey, Kenneth J. 
Fischer Jr., Bode J. Frechette, Hatty L. Fritz, 
Joan P. Hanson, Carsen M. Herm, Ellie G. 
Huebner, Ahke-Nepowew J. Kinepoway, 
Gabrielle A. Koenig, Macey M. Krueger, 
Maddie M. Krueger, Kassidy K. Laatsch, 

Carter J. Lang, Estrella R. Luna, Brycen 
M. Madison, Katie J. Mahkimetas, Jax C. 
Oertel, Simone A. Perez, Emma J. Schmal-
lenberg, Madeline C. Schroth, Nevaeh F. 
Selle, Ryan R. Shanty, Tristan M. Sheldon, 
Mason W. Theis, Rylee E. Trochil, Kaitlyn E. 
Wojta, Carisa C. Wright

Sophomores: Makayla L. Aerts, Jonah 
T. Brunette, Sophia D. Castro, Ce Yonna 
B. Chevalier, Bailey R. Corn, Lileigh M. 
Doud, Kyla J. Dove, Desirae E. Erdmann, 
Clayton J. Esch, Lily A. Felckowski, Kreed 
A. Halstead, Azucena G. Herrera, Julia G. 
Hinnefeld, Andrea Jimenez-Naharro, Lo-
gan D. Korth, Delanie M. Kunze, Vanessa 
Luna Torres, Laityn B. Madlon, Piper K. No-
vitski, Quinn A. Olson, Kyle T. Roe, Kasey 
A. Schmidt, Sabella S. Sisavath, Darcie T. 
Spruce, Kendra L. Strebel, Ella L. Stuber, 
Trinity R. Tucker, Brooklyn R. Verhaagh, 
Levi J. Wendorff, Dallin L. Winslow, Abigail 
N. Wojta, Hannah M. Yeager

Freshmen: Jasmine C. Bartz, Audrina 
Behnke, Manihsaeh M. Boyd, Ayden T. 
Bystol, Natalie S. Bystol, Griffin C. Ed-
wards, Charles R. Gajewski, Katherine T. 
Garcia Lopez, Kadyn L. Goldsberry, Samuel 
L. Green, Keatan E. Gretzinger, Emily M. 
Hanson, Derek J. Hartmann, Gracee L. 
Johnson, Kristoffer K. Kallies, Aiden S. 
Kern, Riley A. Kuhn, Bryce G. Lammers, 
Ali M. Lemerond, Nala P. Mendoza, Colin 
O. Miesbauer, Madison C. Miller, Annal-
ynne M. Morales, Madeline R. Pyatskowit, 
Brayden D. Schaewe, Amber R. Scholar, 
Madisyn M. Skalitzky, Leila M. Strysick, 
Breleigh E. Thornock, Angel A. Vanega 
Landero, Robin M. Walby, Vivian L. Wald-
burger, Hallie C. Wondra, Jayla R. Wurth

SHAWANO COMMUNITY 
MIDDLE SCHOOL

First semester
HIGHEST HONORS

Eighth grade: Trentyn L. Bartz, Braxon 
L. Beyersdorf, Cody R. Boivin, Brezeis 
I. Breaker, Jacey L. Cowden, Claire A. 
Dudek, Gabrielle M. Gumieny, Kierstyn D. 
Halstead, Christopher N. Hammen Jung, 
Hailey M. Hawkinson, Alliyah C. Haws, 
Camden J. Kern, Hajun J. Kim, Josiah D. 
Kuehl, Jaden J. Leslie, Jackson T. Nordin, 
Grace E. Pensis, Arica J. Preston, Olivia 
M. Pyawasay, Lauren J. Seehafer, Austin 
J. Stickney, Julia L. Stuber, Lilien R. Tonn, 
Andrea L. Walby, Claire M. Wegner, Kyera 
L. Williams, Mckenna Yeager

Seventh grade: Fionna R. Bouwma, 
Keegan L. Kroenke, Kevin Kroenke, 
Evelyn D. Kuehl, Wyatt Mathwich, Kian 
E. Morstad, Jocelin G. Naumann, Ruby R. 
Onesti, Cora F. Pieper, Mikelah K. Powers, 
Evan G. Rogers, Claire M. Schroeder

Sixth grade: Kinlie K. Beyersdorf, Lucia 
P. Burr, Allora S. Haberland, Molly L. Han-
son, Mechaela E. Jaros, Allison M. Krause, 
Isabella M. Murdock, Amiyah R. O’Kimosh, 
Isabella A. Race, Aralyn R. Schwamer, 
Kendra L. Stichman, Tiara H. Summers
HIGHER HONORS

Eighth grade: Ethan A. Alkula, Mia 
G. Aumann, Brayen T. Boivin, Jadyn M. 

Brown, Caiden P. Cappaert, Brayden J. 
Carpenter, Matthew M. Davids, Teagon A. 
Gerrits, Chloe K. Gilling, Drew J. Hage-
dorn, Christina M. Kaczmarek, Jacob W. 
Kleczka, Tristan A. Lawe, Destiny L. Lohff, 
Eli D. Malchow, Brayden D. Mead, Miles A. 
Miller, Brenna B. Moede, Andrew A. On-
esti, Harper L. Rettke, Nicholas L. Rouse, 
Grayson J. Swedberg, Maverick W. Theis, 
Hillary A. White

Seventh grade: Avalon J. Anker, Tessa 
R. Bahr, Nekah T. Escalante, Noah Gretz-
inger, Bailey L. Hanley, Izabella K. Tupper

Sixth grade: Maddalynn D. Bennett, 
London J. Bowman, Ryan L. Dickmann, 
Benjamin F. Gartner, Beckett W. Hendricks, 
Isaac B. Johnson, Sophia J. Koehler, Ca-
dence A. Kuczer, Clara M. Kuczer, Jameson 
M. Leaman, Meryl B. Miller, Braylon C. 
Nacotee, Ainsley M. Schmidt
HIGH HONORS

Eighth grade: Riley Askinette, Paige M. 
Bedroske, Gracelyn H. Behnke, Brady J. 
Cornelius, Emma L. Effenberger, Kodiak M. 
Hill, Maxwell J. Huntington, Hunter A. Ir-
ving, Kendall J. Knope, Mitchel Kundinger, 
Mazie R. Martin, Callie L. Otto, Aden H. 
Paque, Gavann Rigsby, Zachary D. Schultz, 
Brody W. Schutt, Alyssa A. Singer, Olivia L. 
Winslow

Seventh grade: Peyton N. Adams, 
Austin L. Arrowood, Amelia M. Belter, Cole 
A. Beyer, Olivia M. Dove, Kasten C. Kegel, 
Liam L. Laude, Charles O. Mailahn

Sixth grade: Jessica J. Barforth, Kobe 
J. Bistoff, Peyten E. Boucher, Hadyn W. 
Braatz, Jack A. Crawford, Brayden L. Fish, 
Hazel E. Kary, Breeana M. Wagner, Nora R. 
Weiland, Brody R. White, Bailey L. Wolfe
HONORS

Eighth grade: Kaitlyn E. Anker, Kaylissa 
M. Barr, Jai A. Bisterfeldt, David W. Brock 
IV, Agehyanusdi W. Gammon, Kiara J. 
Johnson, Kenley P. Kelliher, Ariah King, 
Katie R. Kohn, Keira L. Kosowski, Tyson R. 
Lyons, Arial A. Metoxen, Jack A. Naumann, 
Madelyn R. Netrefa, Mariah J. Otis, An-
drew A. Plantz, Meylor E. Pingel, Colbie J. 
Reinke, Cyrus E. Rekow, Erin E. Roe, Connor 
Shepherd, Owen Sorley, Lily G. Splitgerber, 
Isabella S. Theys, Zack R. Van Westenberg, 
Noah A. Vasquez, William M. Verkuilen, 
Memphis A. Wallenkamp, BradLee J. Wat-
son, Noah A. Wendorff

Seventh grade: Weston Beyer, Madison 
R. Brandt, Marcus G. Brezgel, Jozlyn P. 
Brocker, Morgan J. Gebert, Charlie L. 
Grieves, Aubree V. Harrison, Jaelyn J. Hiet-
pas, Jordan M. Johnson Jr., Layla G. Kazik, 
Madeline R. Merckes-Lobermeier, Millie O. 
Panske, Kinleigh M. Pigott, Collin M. Piper, 
Kiernan N. Sheldon, Zoe T. Sipple, Brock 
B. Sperberg, Kylee A. Stangel, Morgan H. 
Strebel, Dominick J. Thorson

Sixth grade: Robert C. Blanke, Samuel 
A. Brussow III, Bristol R. Carpenter, Gracie 
M. Curtin, Anahleiya M. Davids, Neeya M. 
Gueths, IzaBella J. Kuhn, BriLee A. Malone, 
Christian J. Pyawasay, Brynlee A. Ray, 
Brooke L. Schaewe, Liam S. Silk, Payton 
E. Skalitzky, Blake R. Stickney, Cooper J. 
Tomas, Gabriel P. Tonn
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