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Menominee Indian High School students Francis Dodge, left, and Jesse Peters, right, help Menominee tribal employee Kimber Latender to plant trees near state Highway 47 in a Middle Village neighborhood.
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Trees beautify Middle Village neighborhood
Menominee Indian High School students lend hand as they blend science with culture

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Fifty new trees will help beautify a 
neighborhood in Middle Village and 
continue to add to the lush greenery 
that makes up the Menominee Reser-
vation.

For Menominee Indian High 
School’s Sustainability Under one Na-
tion (SUN) Squad, though, it was just 
another day in the outdoors.

The SUN Squad helped Menomi-
nee tribal officials to plant the trees 
in a quiet residential neighborhood 
at County Road G and Hickory Road, 
beautifying a park road and adding 
some green to its northern border fac-
ing state Highway 47 as a wind barrier. 
Among the 50 trees were 18 white pine 
trees, paid for through a $5,000 Trees 
Forever grant from Alliant Energy.

Ryan Fish Sr., project manager for 
the tribe, said during the planting June 
20 that he hopes the grants will be a 
yearly thing to help continue improv-
ing the environment.

“This is the first year this (grant) 
has been in Wisconsin,” Fish said. “It’s 
previously been in Iowa. My plan is to 
do this again next year and finish off 
the wind barrier.”

High school science teacher Chris-
tine Fossen-Rades said providing the 
trees as a wind break helps out the 
environment, but the SUN Squad’s 
involvement does something more.

“It continues the cycle of regenera-
tion in this community, but more than 
that, it’s a graduation ritual,” Fossen-
Rades said. “Everyone who graduates 
from this high school will have their 
own dedicated tree. Every tree will 
have a plaque to represent the gradu-
ation class. It’s kind of how this whole 
project started out.”

Even with the project being dedi-
cated to students and education, the 
primary goal is to stave off climate 
change.

“This provides options for our 
youth to make a change in the commu-
nity,” Fossen-Rades said. “It empow-
ers our kids. That’s the bottom line to 
allow our youth know that they have 
an ability to change the route of our 
community.”

According to Fish, the tree planting 
was supposed to take place in May, 
but with graduation and other activi-
ties dominating the community, it was 
decided to wait a month.

“It came so quick. We were award-
ed the grant, but I didn’t have time to 

alert the school,” Fish said.
The trees planted were just under 

four feet tall. Fish said the tribe had 
tried planting smaller trees, but they 
did not take.

“Some of these are more estab-
lished,” Fish said. “We wanted to get 
a little bit bigger to see if they take 
better.”

Fish noted the tribe had a pretty 
narrow list of what could be planted. 
Besides the white pines, spruce trees 
were also planted.

“We couldn’t bring in a cherry 
tree,” he said with a laugh. “Maples 
were also not allowed, even though I 
wanted to plant some maples.”

Shawano Lawn and Stone provided 
most of the trees for the project and 
donated some mulch for the planting, 
according to Fish.

The SUN Squad has been do-
ing environmental projects on the 
reservation for the last three years 

with several of the tribe’s depart-
ments, as well as with the College of 
Menominee Nation’s Sustainability 
Development Institute, according to 
Fossen-Rades.

“They provide an education and 
an opportunity for our kids to partici-
pate,” she said. “I’m very fortunate. 
I don’t think many schools that are 
Indigenous-based collaborate culture 
with science, and that has really been 
embraced in our community. Every 
science lesson ultimately has a cultural 
aspect. They don’t fight against each 
other. They’re more complementary or 
advantageous to each other.”

Among some of the projects the 
group has done include providing 
opposition to the Back Forty Mine 
project, conducting energy audits at 
the high school to promote efficiency, 
measuring fish for surveys, collaring 
bears, releasing sturgeon and more.

“I actually came out of retirement 

to be in this job,” Fossen-Rades said, 
noting she’d been a teacher in De Pere 
for 35 years before principal Chuck 
Raasch, who recently retired, asked 
her to come to Menominee Indian 
to help with the school’s science and 
culture programs.

Fossen-Rades hopes that the les-
sons learned in things like planting 
trees will help her students to discover 
the importance of caring for the earth, 
noting that the school’s administration 
has been very supportive of the SUN 
Squad’s efforts.

“Every day, we go out and do 
something,” Fossen-Rades said. 
“We’ve harvested wild rice and 
planted wild rice and seeded it. We’re 
just doing things to improve our re-
lationships and involve our students. 
Empowerment is something that kids 
need.”

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Marvin Frieson, a junior at Menominee Indian High School, helps his teacher, Christine Fossen-Rades, to plant a tree June 21 in a neighborhood in Middle 
Village.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
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It’s easy to enjoy simple pleasures of life
Riding tranquil back country 

roads alongside my husband in our 
side-by-side, I inhaled the warm fra-
grance of the gentle summer day and, 
slowly exhaling, felt great content-
ment. It’s the simple pleasures in life. 
Week vacations away are rare and 
extraordinary, and while I appreciate 
those adventures, these little jaunts 
are what fill my tank.

This day the baby blue sky was 
cloudless, the air 
tender and calm, 
with just a slim 
breeze smooth as 
silk, tickling the 
hair across my 
face. As I hung 
my sun-kissed 
arm out the win-
dow, I marveled 
at the sights 

along the way and found delight in 
the utter greenness of everything; it 
was like looking through an emerald-
colored glass.

Reminding myself to wonder at 
the simple pleasures God gives us 
to enjoy in His creation, I focused 
and truly appreciated the beauty of 
vibrantly colored bushes and flowers, 
spotted a doe and her twin fawns, 
a fleeting black bear cub (we think 
we saw one!), fields of alfalfa ly-
ing in wait of a harvest, little green 
corn shoots, like soldiers marching 
straight down the line, contrasting 
against the rich black earth. We saw 
horses tended by a sweet little Amish 
girl perched on a rock under a huge 
shade tree, her legs swinging merrily.

“Your horses are beautiful!” I 
called to her in passing.

On our wanderings around 
the county, I take a peek at other 
people’s landscaping projects, what 
looks like it might work for me, what 
I would not like for me, what I appre-
ciate looks great there. I marvel and 
gape unashamedly at the ingenuity of 
folks. Some places look like people 
love to live there, well-kept. Others, 
not so much. Those places pull at my 
heartstrings, for I find myself won-
dering if they are unable to tend, not 
so much they wouldn’t want to tend.

Coming back home, I kick off my 
flip flops and walk out to our garden, 
the soft grass pleasant beneath my 
bare toes. It’s a miracle from God 
alone that small, planted seeds shift 
and move deep within, then push 
face toward the sun to grow, form-
ing green beans, potatoes, peas, 

corn, cucumbers, onions, tomatoes, 
pumpkins, spinach and, new this 
year, broccoli.

We have a raspberry patch, which 
each year, until hard frost, produce 
ruby red, thumbnail-sized, sweet 
berries especially in the fall. The first 
batch which ripen early July aren’t as 
good. We also have planted a couple 
of apple trees and a plum tree. The 
plum tree was not producing well 
and, asking, we discovered plum 
trees need to be planted in pairs to 
encourage pollinating each other.

The gal we asked was very knowl-
edgeable. Using her app “PictureThis 
Plant Identifier,” she scanned her 
phone to the tree and was informed 
it was a Chinese plum. The popular 
cultivar to be compatible with our 
tree, we found, is a Toka plum. Time 
will tell if this new tree, already 
bought and planted, will work out. 
Patience.

I enjoy the simple pleasure of 
living off our land, harvesting garden 
produce and raising beef and pork to 
eat. A homegrown ribeye or a pork 
chop grilled to perfection along with 

produce from the garden — a meaty 
potato, and a green salad with spin-
ach, cukes, carrots, tomatoes — can 
satisfy me like no other meal.

Raising steers and swine for 
consumption, I have to keep in mind 
as I feed and care for them, that they 
are here for a season and a reason. I 
can’t think too much. Detaching is a 
requirement or at the inevitable time 
they’d leave, I’d be a basket case.

That being said, I do enjoy their 
time on the farm. They are simply a 
pleasure to watch, especially those 
pigs. I’ve never been around pigs 
until these last few years, when 
my husband and I took to raising a 
few. Their squat bodies, flat-nosed 
snouts and perpetual smiles make me 
giggle. There is a pecking order for 
those four. I know already who is in 
charge. I try to help the one snubbed 
by giving it some extra room to feed. 
Using a long-handled stick, I poke 
the kingpin out of the way, shoving 
on his already sizable rump to en-
courage making room for his chums 
out there in the pigpen.

As far as our fruit production 

goes, while our apple tree is not quite 
up to edible apples for humans, the 
pigs will enjoy a few every now and 
then. My freezer is stocked each 
late autumn with a good supply of 
raspberries for Jello, desserts and 
smoothies. I’m looking forward to 
sweet plums in time. When my moth-
er-in-law was still alive, and I’d visit 
my soon-to-be-husband on this very 
farm, I’d pop some of her syrupy 
plums in my mouth, the sweet juice 
running down my chin.

By raising our own fruit, veg-
etables and meat, we assure self-
sustainable food for our own table 
and to share with others. This, along 
with pleasant little jaunts around the 
county, are the simple pleasures of 
life.

(“When you eat the labor of your 
hands you shall be happy and it shall 
be well with you.” Psalm 128:2)

Kay Reminger was born and raised on a dairy farm, and 
she married her high school sweetheart, who happened 
to farm for a living in Leopolis. Writing for quite a few 
years, she remains focused on the blessings of living 

the ups and downs of rural life from a farm wife’s 
perspective.

KAY REMINGER

During a recent evening drive in the countryside, horses rest in a field in an area populated by the Amish.� KAY REMINGER
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Need somewhere to go with all that 
Scrap Metal?  Need some Extra Cash?  

We’re Paying 
Sheet Iron - $240

Alum Cans. - $0.65
Cars - $650 

Come on down to Johnny Junk.  
We’re open late 6 days a week.

Planning Out Your 
Night? Your Weekend?

NEW Media’s website (www.
newmedia-wi.com) has a calendar 
so you can keep up with the latest 

activities — sporting events, 
entertainment, government 

meetings, community festivals. Just 
click on the calendar tab at the top of 
the page, and they’ll all be there for 

you to peruse!
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715-524-4211

New 
Construction 
Remodeling - 

Service
810 E. Center St., 

Shawano

MOEDE & SONS, INC.
Reliable Plumbing Since 1922
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Keeping it short works best for Bluhm
NEW Media editor publishes 11th book, enjoys writing about freedom and liberty

By LYNN ZAFFRANN
Correspondent

“We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all Men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness 
—” So starts Warren Bluhm’s de-
scription of “Echoes of Freedom Past: 
Reopening, Reclaiming and Restor-
ing Liberty,” his most recent book.

Bluhm is a writer of blogs and 
books. He’s also the editor-in-chief 
of the Shawano Leader, Oconto 
County Times Herald and Witten-
berg Enterprise and Birnamwood 
News. Bluhm just published his 11th 
book on June 21.

Bluhm writes in the book’s intro-
duction, “This is a little book about 
what used to be, what is, and what 
could be if we wish to reclaim it.”

The book is a compilation of his 
essays, blog posts and a short story 
about freedom and tyranny. Bluhm 
separated it into three parts: Free-
dom and the Bill of Rights; what has 
been happening in the last several 
years; and, hope for the future.

“I’ve always been a kind of live 
and let live kind of person,” Bluhm 
said. “That’s probably an outgrowth 
of my work as a journalist. I guess 
I trained myself to accept all points 
of view, walks of life, lifestyles, 
whatever, and I feel comfortable 
with that attitude. I think people 
need to be thinking in terms of the 
‘other person’ and accepting diverse 
opinions. I am a big fan of the Bill 
of Rights.”

About a year ago, Bluhm wrote 
“Full,” also written with three sec-
tions.

“There’s a section called ‘The 
creative process.’ One is called 
‘Live free or die,’ and the third one 
is more of encouraging things,” he 
said.

The concepts from “Full” lead 
directly into his new book.

“I put ‘Full’ out about a year ago, 
and I continued writing on those 
themes,” Bluhm said.

Explaining the “likes” he gets 
for his writing, Bluhm said: “You 
can’t really go by ‘likes,’ but when 
I write on those three themes, I get 
a lot of ‘likes’ for the creativity. I 
get a lot of ‘likes’ for the encourage-
ment, and the freedom ones I put 
out there, sometimes no one likes it 
at all.

“If you don’t have freedom to 
express yourself or write what you 
want, or even gather to be with 

friends, the encouragement and 
the creative process is going to be 
limited anyway. So that’s why I put 
out ‘Echoes of Freedom.’”

Bluhm explained that he likes 
talking about freedom because it’s 
his favorite thing. As a Libertarian, 
the man likes to write about liberty.

Bluhm’s long writing career 
started out in radio news, which he 
did for 22 years.

“I had to write 30 seconds to a 

minute, I had to encapsulate a story 
that quickly,” Bluhm said. “And 
then when I got to newspapers, it’s 
still hard for me to write more than 
15 column inches. I was a columnist, 
and one of my proudest achieve-
ments is I was twice named the 
Wisconsin Newspaper Association 
Local Columnist of the Year.”

He was a reporter and editor of 
community newspapers, becom-
ing editor-in-chief for NEW Media 
about a year ago after the departure 
of Carol Ryczek. He started cre-
ative writing and book publishing 
a few years back, squeezing that in 
between his day job.

Keeping it short and sweet, the 
mantra of radio news, is ingrained 
in Bluhm.

“I seem to flourish in things 
that are 500 words, and that’s why 
I have three novels. I have novels 
that I never have finished,” Bluhm 
said. “Of my 11 books, only four of 
them are fiction. The fourth one 
is called “24 Flashes.” It’s 24 flash 
fictions. It’s got 24 stories, yet the 
paperback is 96 pages. Most of 
the books are collections from my 
blog.”

Bluhm noted that the book he’s 
known for best, “in my small audi-
ence,” is “Refuse to Be Afraid,” 
which saw a 10th anniversary edi-
tion published in 2020.

“When I started blogging, I came 
across this theme of everybody 
from drug companies to pesticide 
companies, to politicians, the whole 
concept of advertising is to get peo-
ple afraid and produce a solution,” 
Bluhm said. “So, I just kept writing 
a series of blog posts about these 
people and what’s in it for them, 
who benefits if I’m afraid. The thing 
about politicians is part of the solu-
tion is always taking away a little of 
your liberty, which actually led to 
the new book. Refuse to be afraid, 
free yourself and then go ahead and 
pursue your dreams. That’s the gist 
of that book.”

Bluhm’s books can be found on 
Amazon. His website is Warren-
Bluhm.com.

Warren Bluhm, writer of blogs and books, reads from his 11th book, “Echoes of Freedom Past: Reopen-
ing, Reclaiming and Restoring Liberty”, which was published June 21. A former radio news reporter and 
newspaper columnist, Bluhm is now the editor-in-chief of NEW Media.� LYNN ZAFFRANN

“I seem to flourish in things that are 500 words, and that’s why I have three novels. I have novels that I never 
have finished.”

WARREN BLUHM, NEW Media editor-in-chief



PAGE C8  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, JULY 1, 2022

Doctors, moms share experiences, support
ThedaCare providers offer 

advice for families amid 
formula shortage concerns

A national baby formula shortage is creating 
challenges for many families with more than 40-
70% of top-selling brands reported to be out of 
stock in many locations throughout the country.

“It’s terrifying to imagine running out of 
formula to feed your baby,” 
said Dr. Bentley Thomason, 
a family medicine physi-
cian at ThedaCare Medical 
Center-Shawano. “The first 
thing I would recommended 
to parents or caregivers is that 
if you are having difficulty 
finding the formula you need 
for your baby, check several 
stores in your area — includ-
ing grocery stores, super-

markets, big box stores, convenience stores and 
warehouse stores. I would go so far as to ask the 
store manager when their store typically receives 
their formula shipments and, if possible, plan to 
be at the store that day.”

Dr. Nicole Ruske, another family medicine 
physician at ThedaCare-Shawano, agreed and 
added that asking family and friends to look for 
formula in their areas is another option.

“This is a time to seek help wherever you 
can to have a safe supply on 
hand,” said Ruske. “If at all 
possible, I would recommend 
having a two-week supply to 
help give you time to secure 
additional formula before 
running out. However, we 
do understand at times that 
may not be possible, and our 
hearts go out to those families 
who are struggling to find the 

formula they need.”
Ruske noted that many parents also are using 

social media platforms like Facebook to connect 
with other parents to learn where formula might 
be available and sometimes even share formula 
supplies.

The formula shortage developed because of 
pandemic-related supply chain issues and the 
closing of a production facility in February be-
cause of contamination. That factory was slated 
to reopen in early June. U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration officials recently publicly stated they 
believe formula supplies will return to normal by 
the end of July.

Thomason, herself a mom with a baby needing 
formula, encouraged parents to reach out to their 
baby’s health care provider with any questions.

“We’re here to help in any way we can,” she 
said. “Many of our providers are parents and we 
understand the challenges our patients are facing. 
While we may not be able to provide the formula 

supply, we are here to listen to concerns, and 
offer support when possible. Sometimes talking 
about what we are experiencing can help us all 
navigate the situation.”

Thomason and Ruske offered suggestions for 
coping with the supply shortage, like if possible, 
be flexible with formula brands.

“If parents are using Enfamil, Similac or any 
other name brand, it’s OK to switch to a store 
brand from Costco, CVS, Walmart, Target or 
reputable online sites such as Amazon,” said 
Thomason. “The store brands are regulated by 
the FDA and are just as safe to use and often less 
expensive. The important thing is to stay within 
the type of formula you’ve been feeding; that is, 
stick with a milk-based or soy-based formula.”

Formula should not be diluted, according to 
Thomason.

“Under no circumstances should caregiv-
ers dilute formula,” Thomason said. “Diluting 
infant formula can be dangerous and even life 
threatening for babies, leading to a serious nutri-
tional deficit and health issues. If you are having 
extreme difficulty finding the formula you need, 
please reach out to your provider. We can come 
up with a specialized diet for your infant based 
on local availability. I’m regularly keeping track 
of supplies in our area,” she said.

Parents should also not make their own for-
mula, according to Ruske.

“Commercially available baby formula is heav-
ily regulated by the FDA to be a safe breast milk 
alternative/supplement to provide babies the nu-

trition they need,” Ruske said. “Babies who have 
been fed homemade infant formula have suffered 
from hypocalcaemia (low calcium).”

Parents should also avoid substituting with 
regular whole cow’s milk from the store.

“Regular cow’s milk does not have the iron 
and other nutrients that babies need to thrive 
and grow,” Ruske said. “That’s why we generally 
don’t recommend cow’s milk before the age of 12 
months.”

Thomason added that families should check 
with their baby’s provider if you are considering 
substituting with cow’s milk.

The formula shortage may be particularly diffi-
cult for parents of babies who need specialty for-
mulas. Both doctors stressed that parents should 
not wait until they are down to their last bottles 
of formula before making a change in formula 
brands or seeking help.

“It’s always better to make changes to a baby’s 
diet slowly,” Thomason said. “If you must switch 
between formula brands, interchange one brand 
with the other and gradually introduce the new 
brand to your baby. That will be easier on his or 
her digestive system.

The doctors also noted that the U.S. govern-
ment is now receiving shipments of formula 
from overseas and said parents should have no 
concerns about using formulas received from Eu-
ropean countries, especially the United Kingdom 
and Australia. Ruske said that formulas from the 
U.K. are actually more regulated than those in the 
United States.

BENTLEY 
THOMASON

NICOLE RUSKE

Store shelves where infant formula normally sits are mostly empty — not only locally, but across the United States. During this formula 
shortage, there are healthy ways to keep babies fed.

LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
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Puzzle 
Answers
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CO L L E G E  N OT E S
UW-Stevens Point

The University of Wisconsin-Ste-
vens Point honored more than 2,130 
undergraduate students for attaining 
high grade point averages during 
the spring semester of the 2021-2022 
academic year.

Students who received honors 
include:

• Birnamwood: Jasmin Duranceau, 
highest honors; Kasaundra Fellner, 
honors; Alissa Rickert, highest hon-
ors

• Bowler: Seth Pommer, highest 
honors

• Eland: Marissa Groshek, honors; 
Megan Konkol, high honors

• Wittenberg: Justin Crain, hon-
ors; Chad Moegenburg, honors; Erica 
Wendler, honors

• Abrams: Delaney Koehne, 
honors; Catherine Moeller, honors; 
Megan Seidl, highest honors

• Lena: Landon Cunningham, high 
honors; Kaylee Huberty, highest 
honors; Ruthie Zahm, honors

• Little Suamico: Madison Ripley, 
honors

• Oconto: Evan Allan, high honors
• Oconto Falls: Dakota Carriveau, 

highest honors; Natalie Delzer, high-
est honors; Zachary Oninski, honors

• Sobieski: Samuel Brodhagen, 
highest honors; Zoe Clough, highest 
honors; Julia Prien, highest honors; 
Kayla Reed, highest honors; Cade 
Sauer, high honors

• Suring: Kelsey Smith, honors; 
Logan Stuart, honors

• Townsend: McKenzy Mischo, 
high honors

• Bonduel: Shyann Banker, honors; 
Trevor Kraning, honors; Breanna 
Schnell, highest honors; Erin Timler, 
highest honors

• Gresham: Drew Haffner, honors
• Krakow: Megan Van Asten, 

honors
• Leopolis: Zachary Young, high 

honors
• Shawano: Lydia Dobberstein, 

high honors; Kaitlyn Dobratz, honors; 
Nathan Edwards, high honors; Wil-
liam Myers, highest honors; Annalisa 
Petri, highest honors; Benjamin 
Smits, honors; Alexis Trinko, highest 
honors; Marcus Welander, high hon-
ors; Allie Wiegand, high honors

• Tigerton: Adrienne Brady, high-
est honors

Full-time undergraduates who 
earned grade point averages of 3.9 to 
4.0 are given the highest honors des-
ignation. high honor citations go to 
those with grade point averages from 
3.75 to 3.89 and honor recognition is 
accorded to those with grade point 
averages from 3.5 to 3.74.

Wisconsin Lutheran College
Students were named to Wiscon-

sin Lutheran College’s dean’s list for 
the spring 2022 semester. Students 
who received honors include:

• Pulaski: Kara Troxel, Trevor 
Stiede

• Oconto: Josefine Sieber
To be eligible for the dean’s list, 

a student must carry a semester 
grade-point average of 3.6 or higher.

Northern Michigan University
Northern Michigan University 

has announces the dean’s list for the 
winter 2022 semester. The following 
students in your area qualified with 
a grade point average of 4.0:

• Abrams: Morgan Helmle
• Pound: Faith King
The following students quali-

fied with a grade point average of 
3.5-3.99:

• Pulaski: Ashley Collar, Chase 
Olson, Madeline Stencil

• Shawano: Dylan Mastrodonato
• Sobieski: Claire Kintop

Minnesota State College
Minnesota State College South-

east has announced that Molly 
Brehm, of Tigerton, was named to 
the president’s list for spring semes-
ter 2022.

To be eligible for the president’s 
list, students must complete a mini-
mum of 12 credits during an academ-
ic term and achieve a grade-point 
average of 3.5 or above.

University of Alabama
Gage Pillsbury, of Shawano, has 

received a Bachelor of Arts from the 
University of Alabama.

University of Iowa
Lilie Wainio, of Pulaski, was 

among the more than 5,500 under-
graduate students at the University 
of Iowa named to the dean’s list for 
the 2022 spring semester.

Wainio is a second-year student 
in Iowa’s College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences and is majoring in ancient 
civilization.

University of Alabama
Gage Pillsbury and Hannah See-

hafer, both of Shawano, were named 
to the dean’s list at the University of 
Alabama with an academic record of 
3.5 or above.

University of Dubuque
Riley Engebretsen, of Gillett, has 

been named to the spring semester 
2022 academic dean’s list.

Full-time students in good 

academic standing (registered for 
and having earned 12 or more letter 
grade credits for the term) who earn 
a term grade-point average of 3.5 
or above and who do not have any 
grades of incomplete for the term 
are named to the dean’s list.

Northern Illinois University
Eliza Bradford, of Oconto, was 

among over 2,200 students who re-
ceived their degrees from Northern 
Illinois University in May. Bradford 
earned a Bachelor of Science in nu-
trition, dietetics, and wellness.

Hailey Kofoid and Hannah Ko-
foid, both of Oconto Falls, have been 
named to Northern Illinois Univer-
sity’s spring 2022 dean’s list.

To earn this distinction, students 
must meet a minimum semester 
grade point average of 3.75 on a 4.0 
scale.

Austin Peay State University
Austin Peay State University 

has announced McKenna Levanetz 
from Bonduel as one of the students 
named to the dean’s list for academ-
ic achievement during spring 2022.

To qualify for the dean’s list, stu-
dents must earn a semester grade-
point average of 3.5 or greater.

UW-River Falls
The University of Wisconsin-

River Falls has announced its spring 
semester dean’s list. Local students 
making the list include the follow-
ing:

• Gresham: MaKayla Haffner
• Mattoon: Chastidy Hayek
• Shawano: Emma Etten, Kaitlin 

Pescinski, Crede Timm
• Tilleda: Noah Bestul
• Lena: Rebecca Christenson
• Suring: Nicole Schulz
To be named to the dean’s list, a 

full-time undergraduate must earn a 
grade point average of at least 3.5 on 
a scale of 4.0.

Milwaukee School of Engineering
Milwaukee School of Engineering 

has announced students named to 
the spring 2022 dean’s list.

• Hatley: Jack Stewart
• Tigerton: Ira Rudesill
• Pulaski: Benjamin Bruckert
• Bonduel: Grey Tubutis
• Shawano: Christopher Teeter
Undergraduate students who have 

earned at least 30 credits and have a 
cumulative GPA of 3.2 or higher (out 
of 4.0) are on the dean’s list.

Ripon College
Ripon College held its com-

mencement ceremony on May 16, 
2022, to celebrate its graduating 
class. Among the local students 
graduating were the following:

• Wittenberg: Cassie Behreandt, 
who majored in psychology and mi-
nored in educational studies; Logan 
Zeinert, who majored in psychobiol-
ogy and theater.

• Suring: Ryan Mahoney, who 
majored in exercise science-hu-
man performance and minored in 
strength and conditioning.

Iowa State University
Camden Jackson, of Oconto Falls, 

is among approximately 9,500 Iowa 
State University students have been 
recognized for outstanding academ-
ic achievement by being named to 
the spring semester 2022 dean’s list.

Students named to the dean’s 
list must have earned a grade-point 
average of at least 3.5 on a 4.0 scale 
while carrying a minimum of 12 
credit hours of graded course work.

UW-Madison
The University of Wisconsin-

Madison has recognized students 
named to the dean’s list for the 
spring semester of the 2021-2022 
academic year. Among those stu-
dents locally are:

• Birnamwood: Halle Pietz, dean’s 
list; Cole Schairer, dean’s list; Mitch-
ell Schroepfer, dean’s list; Tyler 
Schroepfer, dean’s list;

• Gresham: Aurora Arce, dean’s 
honor list

• Krakow: Alyssa Wittman, dean’s 
list

• Shawano: Avery Dreier, dean’s 
list; Brandi Gueths, dean’s list; Kare-
lyn Malliet, dean’s list

• Tigerton: Savannah Swartz, 
dean’s list

• Wittenberg: Maya Thiex, dean’s 
list

• Eland: Alex Nelson, College of 
Engineering, dean’s honor list; Stet-
son Potrykus, honor roll

• Abrams: Kaelyn Allen, dean’s 
list

• Lena: Noah Kokko-Ludemann, 
dean’s list; Dylan Nelson, dean’s list

• Little Suamico: Cole Bertrand, 
honor roll

• Oconto Falls: Emily Tomesek, 
dean’s list; Ethan Winkler, dean’s list

• Sobieski: Makayla Erdmann, 
dean’s list

• Townsend: Jacob Christianson, 
dean’s list

To be eligible for the dean’s list, 
students must complete a minimum 
of 12 graded degree credits in that 
semester.
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A R O U N D  T H E  CO M M U N I T Y
Kids From Wisconsin 
coming to Shawano
The Kids from Wisconsin will hit 

the road July 1 for iconic performanc-
es by 36 young performers ages 15-20, 
hailed as the most talented musicians 
from across the state. The troupe has 
been proclaimed as Wisconsin’s pre-
mier musical ambassadors for over 
five decades.

The Kids will be coming to Sha-
wano for one night only, perform-
ing at 7:30 p.m. July 6 at Shawano 
Community High School, 220 County 
Road B, Shawano. Tickets are $12 
for general admission and $15 for 
reserved seating.

Prior to that are two free events, 
a performing arts workshop entitled 
“Realize Your Dream” at 4 p.m., 
followed by an arts spotlight at 6:30 
p.m. that is an interactive tour of 
what the community’s arts programs 
include.

Sarah Bergmann, from Shawano, 
is one of the participating perform-
ers. She has been an active piano 
accompanist for several years, which 
has given her the opportunity to play 
a variety of musical styles with many 
vocal and instrumental ensembles.

Bergmann will be joined by an-
other Shawano performer, Nathan 
Edwards. He plays in the jazz band, 
symphonic wind ensemble and other 
chamber groups at University of 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point.

The talented group will pres-
ent the Big Bang Boom Tour. This 
showstopper will feature decades of 
eclectic fads, explosive dance crazes, 
artists and bands that have burst 
forth onto the music scene. British 
invasions, Swedish bands, Motown, 
Swing dance and Disney are just 
some of the influences that have 
ignited today’s music genres.

The professional, fully staged 
Vegas-style performance is designed 
for a multi-generational audience. 
The group tours the Midwest and 
will perform to more than 120,000 
audience members this summer. The 
two-hour production will be per-
formed more than 45 times through 
Aug. 20, which includes performanc-
es daily at the Wisconsin State Fair.

Tri-County United Way has 
announced it is seeking an indi-
vidual with great communication and 
leadership skills to serve as the next 
executive director.

The nonprofit organization serves 
Oconto and Marinette counties in 
Wisconsin as well as Menominee 
County, Michigan. The executive 
director is responsible for provid-
ing strong leadership with a focus 
on maximizing the mission of the 
United Way through partnerships 
with Tri-County area businesses, 
individual donors, nonprofit agen-
cies, the media, and the public. This 
position is approximately 20 hours 
per week with flexible hours and 
working locations.

“We are looking for someone who 
has a desire to play an active and 
productive role in real change that 
leads to better, healthier lives for 
the people in our communities,” said 
Larry Wall, board president. “If you 
have had successful executive expe-
riences and now want to put those 
skills into the betterment of Tri-

County area, while at the same time 
increasing your own opportunities 
for growth, enrichment and learning, 
please consider applying today.”

Interested candidates can email 
Board@tcunitedway.org for applica-
tion information with “ED Position” 
in the subject line. Application dead-
line is July 25.

Nsight Telservices has selected 
three graduating high school seniors 
from the area to receive $1,200 schol-
arships, including Hailey Peitersen, 
of Oconto Falls, Felicity Dorn, of 
Pulaski, and Brooklyn Rasmussen, of 
Oconto.

“Nsight Telservices is proud to 
award scholarships to a remarkable 
group of students who have already 

made an impact in their communi-
ties,” said Cindy Durand, senior 
director of public affairs at Nsight. 
“Each of our recipients has been 
actively involved in their schools, 
and their demonstrated leadership 
qualities will allow them to success-
fully pursue their career goals and 
continue to positively influence com-
munities.”

Recipients were selected based on 
community involvement, academic 
record, potential to succeed, lead-
ership and participation in school 
activities, honors, work experience 
and an essay on community impact. 
Applicants were also required to 
reside within a county where Nsight 
Telservices operates and be planning 
to enroll in a full-time undergradu-
ate course of study at an accredited 
two- or four-year college, university 
or technical school.

Four generations
From left, Everett Carlson and his son, Craig Carlson, both of Gillett, with grandson Jeremy Carlson and great-grandson Dillon Carlson of Lakewood, Illinois, 
celebrates Dillon’s recent graduation from Crystal Lake Central High School and being chosen as the school’s male athlete of the year. He plans to attend Kent 
State University this fall on a wrestling scholarship.� CONTRIBUTED

Tri-County United Way 
seeks new director

3 local teens receive 
Nsight scholarships
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