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CHIEFS' 3-PEAT OR EAGLES' REVENGE?

Super Bowl LIX
teams playing at the
top of their games

BY JACOB
WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

For the second time in
three years, the Philadel-
phia Eagles and Kansas
City Chiefs will meet in
the Super Bowl.

The Chiefs are playing
in hopes of capturing their
consecutive NFL title. The
Eagles are looking for a bit
of revenge from two years
ago.

What will it take for
either team to lift the
Lombardi Trophy after
the game?

Chiefs’ offense vs.
Eagles’ defense

The Eagles’ defense
helped lead them to the
Super Bowl during the
2022 season. Their pass
rush was vicious, as they
set the team record for
sacks that year.

The current team is not
as good as they were two
years ago, but Philadel-
phia’s pass rush is still a
weapon for them with Vic
Fangio at the controls.

Josh Sweat is their
leading man with eight
sacks on the year. Nolan
Smith has had a sack in
each of the first three

playoff games, including
two against Green Bay in
the Wild Card round.

The interior of Phila-
delphia’s pass rush is
where the money is made.
Milton Williams has had a
breakout season, and Jalen
Carter might be the best
defensive tackle in all of
football.

In the secondary,
general manager Howie
Roseman was active in ad-
dressing a weakness and
turning it into a legitimate
strength.

Quinyon Mitchell was
a first-round pick and has
emerged as the team’s best
cornerback.

Across from him is
Darius Slay, who has been
excellent in a complemen-
tary role this season.

Cooper DeJean has
been excellent as a
nickelback and had a big
pass breakup early in
the team’s NFC cham-
pionship win over the
Commanders.

Perhaps the biggest
change the Eagles made
on defense was at defen-
sive coordinator.

MATCHUP,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

The Chiefs are aiming to make NFL history by winning three straight Super Bowls. Patrick Mahomes, Andy Reid and Travis Kelce led lastyear's Chiefs offense
to the first back-to-back Super Bowl championships since the 2003-04 New England Patriots. The last time the Packers played the Chiefs was in 2023 at

Lambeau Field.
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A tough match for the Packers in this year'sWild Card glayoff game end the Eagles’ potent trio of quarterback Jalen Hurts and running back Saquon Barkley,
both behind one of the best offensive lines in the NFL.
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BY JACOB
WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

If you’ve been follow-
ing the Green Bay Packers
since the 1990s, all you’ve
known is great quarterback
play.

Brett Favre took the
reins in 1992. Aaron Rodg-
ers took over for him in
2008. Jordan Love looks to
be continuing the lineage
with two good seasons
after taking over for
Rodgers.

The three quarterbacks
have combined for seven
MVP awards, three Super
Bowl appearances and two
championships.

Matt LaFleur was tasked
with adding a second

When will the Pack be back?

Can LaFleur and the front office get Green Bay into the Super Bowl?

Packers head coach Matt LaFleur and general manager Brian Gutekunst talk

prior to this year's Wild Card playoff game in Philadelphia.

championship to Rodgers’
resume, while also getting
Love ready to play when
his time came.

LaFleur succeeded at
one of those missions.
Love has exceeded expec-
tations, including a big
second half of his debut
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season as a starter.

Despite the overall ex-
cellence of LaFleur in the
regular season, it has not
translated to postseason
success.

LaFleur has coached in
two conference champi-
onship games and earned

the number one seed in
the NFC playoffs twice
but flamed out at home on
both occasions.

Overall, LaFleur’s play-
off record is 3-5, including
this year’s 22-10 loss to the
Philadelphia Eagles in the
Wild Card round.

The disappointment
from being one-and-done
in the playoffs came on
the heels of a year where
expectations were high.

The year 2023 was a bit
of a free roll in a city called
Titletown. The Packers
had no expectations, so
they exceeded them.

Making the playoffs was
simply good enough in
2023. Anything from there

WHEN, CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

2024 YEAR IN REVIEW

Standout tight end Tucker Kraft celebrates a reception during the Pack-
ers' final regular season game against the Bears. Some of the best photos

taken by Green & Gold's Greg Mellis are featured on Pages 10-11.
GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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The Packers faced a lot of challenges, mistakes, penalties and losses in 2024. At left, coach Matt LaFleur jaws with refs during Week 3 against the Titans. Second from left, Christian Watson misses a perfect
50-yard dart from Jordan Love against the 49ers. Second from right, referees gather multiple flags during the Packers' second loss to the Lions. At right, Love finished the season banged, battered and

bruised losing twice to the Eagles.

Injuries play major
factor in regression

BY LUKE REIMER
Green & Gold Expres

After quarterback
Jordan Love got hot to end
the 2023-24 season, many
within the NFL sphere pre-
dicted Green Bay to be one
of the highest-powered
offenses this past year.

With Christian Watson,
Romeo Doubs and Jayden
Reed at his disposal, Love
finished the 2023 season
with 32 touchdown passes
in his first season as a
starter; it seemed like he
and the Packers’ passing
offense as whole were just
scratching the surface of
what fans could see in
2024. Add into the equa-
tion that head coach Matt
LaFleur continues to be
thought of as one of the
best offensive play-callers
in the NFL and that Green
Bay replaced Aaron Jones
with Josh Jacobs. It looked
like the Packers were the
team to beat in the NFC
this season.

In Green Bay’s first
game in 2024, it looked
like the offense had not
skipped a beat. Against one
of the best defenses in the
NFL in Philadelphia, Love
completed 17-o0f-34 passes
for 260 yards and two
touchdowns. That was be-
fore Love went down with

a leg injury. After Love
went down, it became
obvious that the Packers’
philosophy changed, as it
became more run-heavy
than many would have
thought.

With Malik Willis under
center, Green Bay immedi-
ately found a two-headed
rushing attack, partnered
with Jacobs. Together, the
duo led a two-game stretch
of 449 combined rushing
yards against the Indianap-
olis Colts and the Tennes-
see Titans in back-to-back
games.

While Love did eventu-
ally come back, these two
games foreshadowed what
the offense came to be this
season. On the season,
Green Bay ranked fifth
in the league with 2,496
rushing yards. On top of
that, the team finished with
23 rushing touchdowns,
which again ranked fifth in
the entire league.

So while the rushing
game was certainly the
strength of the offense,
one has to wonder why
the passing game was not
able to make that next
step. While injuries to
Love probably delayed the
continued progression of
the offense, it seemed that

OFFENSE, CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Malik Willis joined the Packers following the 2024 preseason. Willis was the
starting quarterback, leading the Packers victories in Weeks 2 and 3 follow-
ing Jordan Love's Week 1 injury in Brazil.
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Rushing, passing games can't find rhythm

Above, The 2024 passing game led
by Jordan Love did not have the con-
sistency needed to beat elite teams
throughout the season. Leonard
Floyd rattled Love during the Pack-
ers late season victory against the
49ers. At left, Christian Watson
ended his 2024 season with a knee
injury in the final game of the sea-
son against the Bears.The injury
(torn ACL) will delay Watson's start

of the 2025 season.
GREG MELLIS |
GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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Josh Jacobs was a big splash free agent signing in 2024, and he delivered for the Packers. He carried the ball 301 times in the regular season for 1,329 yards and a 4.4 average. Jacobs' longest rush was for 38 yards, which
he did Oct. 27 at Jacksonville. He also caught 36 balls for 342 yards, a 9.5 yard average. He had one touchdown, and his longest catch was for 49 yards Nov. 28 against Miami GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

DRIVING WITH A PASSION

JacoBs' RUNNING, PassING YARDS Keep OrreNsE MovING FORWARD
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Celebrating their third straight fumble recovery against the Cardinals, the 2024 defense forced 31 takeaways and ranked fourth in the NFL, an improvement from 2023's 18 takeaways and 23rd ranking.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Defense impresses in first year with Hafley

By LUKE REIMER
Green & Gold Expres

While Jordan Love and
the development of the
young offense was the ma-
jor story surrounding the
Green Bay Packers com-
ing into the season, one
underrated addition to the
team was new defensive
coordinator Jeff Hafley.

With Hafley man-
ning the defense, fans
and sportswriters alike
instantly saw a shift in the
overall philosophy and
scheme, as Green Bay sent
a lot more pressure than
anyone was accustomed
to seeing.

The first stat that really
pops out when reviewing
Green Bay’s defensive sea-
son is that it blitzed at the
third-highest percentage
in the NFL this year. That,
in turn, ranked the team
as eighth in sacks across
the league with 45. On top
of that, it was not just one
player who was racking
up all of the sacks; it was a
team effort.

Rashan Gary led the
team in sacks with 57.5,
but 13 players came away
with at least one sack.

That constant pres-
sure and threat of sacks
also played a major role
in Green Bay’s ability
to force turnovers this
past season. The Pack-
ers finished 2024 with 31
turnovers, which ranked
third in the NFL. With 14
fumble recoveries and 17
interceptions, the philoso-
phy of sending pressure
early and often more than
paid off.

One major benefactor
and, in turn, catalyst of the
defense was the addition

Jeff Hafley's first season as de-
fensive coordinator was highlight-
ed with improved defensive statis-

ticsacross theboard.
GREG MELLIS |
GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

of defensive back Xavier
McKinney. McKinney
anchored a strong pass
defense, leading the team
in interceptions with eight
and finishing second in the
NFL, only behind Detroit’s
Kerby Joseph.

“I thought there was
an incredible amount of
growth, to be honest with
you, in terms of maybe a
vision of what we wanted
to do and where we went
to,” said LaFleur, on Haf-
ley’s first season coaching
the defense. “You make
the necessary adjustments
and you put your guys in
position, and then ulti-
mately, those guys have to
go out there and execute.”

On top of McKinney,
Green Bay saw a break-
out season from rookie
Edgerrin Cooper when
Quay Walker went down
with an injury late in the
season. Over the final
three games of the season,

Cooper totaled 17 tackles.

More than just his perfor-
mance when Walker went
down, Cooper proved that
he can lead the defense in
play calling.

There is still room for
improvement though, as
Gary and Lukas Van Ness
did not exactly take the
next step in becoming the
great pass rushing duo in
the NFL. Along with that,
Kenny Clark also was
not as effective as he was
probably needed to be,
especially against the run-
heavy teams that Green
Bay lost to — including
the Philadelphia Eagles,
Minnesota Vikings and
Detroit Lions.

In what seemed to be
a developmental year for
the defense coming into
the season, it is fair to say
that it more than im-
pressed, even with injuries
to star players like Jaire
Alexander. On the season,
Green Bay ranked sixth in
the NFL in points given up
this season, allowing 20
points per game to oppos-
ing teams.

While again, it was the
offense that was supposed
to make the jump this
season, it turned into the
defense really becoming
the strong part of the sea-
son. Given the likely addi-
tions to the pass rushing
and defensive backs units,
there should be high ex-
pectations for the defense
going into next season.
Based off this past season,
that should be very excit-
ing for Packers fans.

“I thought Hafley did
an outstanding job,” LaF-
leur said. “And it is not
just Hafley; it is our entire
defensive staff.”

Above, free agent acquisition Xavier McKinny earned his first All-Pro and Pro Bowl honors for 2024. Here he cel-
ebrates an interception with Keisean Nixon in Jacksonville. Below, Edgerrin Copper pressures Bears rookie Caleb

Williams during the season finale in Green Bay.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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OFFENSE,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

injuries to Doubs and son did not
help the cause. With the injury
concerns after the last two seasons
and the overall lack of star play,
could adding a playmaker be in the
cards for the offseason? Maybe,
but as it stands, LaFleur still likes
the group of pass catchers around
Love.

“I think that our collection of
receivers is pretty darn good,” said
LaFleur. “I think that we have six
guys that we can definitely lean
on. I love the group; I think that
they work their tails off. I do think
that there is a lot more out there
for them. We have to be a lot more
consistent. We have to make sure
that when given those opportu-
nities, we come down with that
football.”

Whether it is bringing in a vet-
eran or supplementing the receiver
room in the upcoming draft, one
thing is certain - the passing game
as a whole needs to be better for
Green Bay’s offense to really be
thought of as one of the better
units in the league.

While the stats may be a little
misguided due to the injuries
surrounding the team, Green Bay
finished 16th in the NFL in passing
yards with 3,939. When looking at
2023, the team finished with 4,210
passing yards, good for 14th in the
NFL.

While those numbers do look
good, one thing stands out: As a
whole, the passing offense did not
get better this past season. Did a
strong rushing attack have an im-
pact on that? Of course. But again,
with such high expectations on
where Love and the group of pass
catchers should have been this sea-
son, the passing attack and prob-
ably the offense as a whole can be
seen as tad disappointing.

Jordan Love scrambled when he had, but it sometimes appeared as if he was running more than necessary. The Packers’ inconsistent offense hurt the team down the stretch.

Green Bay backup quarterback enjoyed a little revenge against his former team, the Titans, when he led the Packers

to a win over Tennessee.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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Backup quarterback Malik Willis Willis ran for a touchdown and threw for a score, leading the Packers to a 30-14 rout of the Tennessee Titans. Willis not only won his second straight start subbing forJordan Love, he got revenge against the

team that traded him to Green Bay. Willis accounted for 134 of the Packers’ 137 yards in the first quarter. He finished with 202 yards passing and 73 rushing.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Willis helped save Packers season
0-3 could have been much to overcome for Green Bay

By JACOB
WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

A backup quarterback
is like a good lawyer. You
never know that you need
one until you really need
one.

The Green Bay Packers
have neglected the backup
quarterback position over
the years.

If it was not a first
round pick like Aaron
Rodgers or Jordan Love,
chances are that the
backup was a journeyman
or a late round draft pick
the Packers were hoping
to develop.

Occasionally that
worked with someone
like Matt Flynn, but more
often than not the backup
situation has been a point

of contention.

Brian Gutekunst ne-
glected the position a sea-
son ago with Jordan Love
taking over as the team’s
starting quarterback.

Sean Clifford was the
team’s backup. A fifth-
round pick that was a
rookie.

Clifford never had to
play as Love was able to
start all 17 games in his
“rookie” season.

Michael Pratt was
added in the draft last
offseason to compete with
Clifford for the backup
role.

Both Clifford and Pratt
were lackluster in the
preseason, which led to
Gutekunst making a trade
as training camp ended.

He traded a seventh-
round pick to the Ten-

nessee Titans for Malik
Willis.

Willis did not have
much time to get acclimat-
ed. He was on the team for
less than a month when
Love went down with a
knee injury that would im-
pact the next two games.

Willis was asked to
help save the season of
a team that had already
fallen to 0-1 on the year.

Backup quarterbacks
are hoping to keep teams
afloat when they are asked
to play.

Losing is not unexpect-
ed. Backups are, in fact,
backups for a reason.

Willis could not afford
to lose the games he was
asked to play.

An 0-2 start would
put the Packers in a large
amount of trouble, and

0-3 could end the season
before it even began.

Instead, Willis was effi-
cient, confident and calm.

Those are not words
used to describe him dur-
ing his time in Tennessee.

Sometimes a situa-
tion is what makes all the
difference for a young
quarterback.

Willis’ first start as a
Packer was a 16-10 vic-
tory over the Indianapolis
Colts.

Willis was asked to
make two big plays in
the passing game, and he
made them.

The following week in
his revenge game against
his former team, he did
more against the Titans, as
the Packers won in a rout.

“I just cannot articu-
late the job that he’s done

in this short period of
time,” LaFleur said after
the game. “People can’t
fathom it. I promise you,
you guys don’t get it. I
know you think yougot it,
but you don’t get it. What
he’s been able to do, I've
never seen something like
this.

“Hats off to him, hats
off to everybody around
him, guys rallying, hav-
ing his back. I think Tom
Clements does a great job.
And I'd be remiss to say
Connor Lewis and Sean
Mannion, just the help
they’ve given him, the
support. Jordan Love has
been instrumental, as well,
giving him the tips and
hanging right by his side
and helping him out all
along the way.”

Willis would win a

third game against the
Jacksonville Jaguars with
a big throw late to Jayden
Reed to set up a game-
winning field goal.

Willis would play most
of the season finale against
the Chicago Bears, and
helped lead a go-ahead
drive for a field goal be-
fore the Bears orchestrat-
ed a game-winning drive
of their own.

Getting the Packers to
3-1in the four games he
was asked to play had to
be more than what the
Packers ever could have
hoped for.

The Packers will have
Willis under contract for
the 2025 season and would
be wise to keep him,
because you never know
when you’ll need a good
backup quarterback.
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Linebacker Edgerrin Cooper (56) and teammates celebrate Dec. 15 in the Packers' 30-13 win at Seattle. Cooper picked up his first and only interception of the season that day. He was also credited with six solo tackles, one
assist and one sack. In his 2024 rookie season, Cooper had 57 solo tackles, 30 assisted tackles, 3 1/2 sacks, a forced fumble and a funble recovery. GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

ROOKIE SENSATION

CooPer Makes A NAME For HiMSELF IN FIRST SEAsON
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Josh Jacobs' bruising running style helped lead the Packers in each of their 11 victories in 2024.
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Week 2, Colts, 16-10 Week 3, Titans, 30-14 Week 5, Rams, 24-19

Week 6, Cardinals, 34-13

Week 7, Texans, 24-22 Week 8, Jacksonville, 30-27

Week 11, Bears, 20-19 Week 12, 49ers, 38-10

Week 13, Dolphins, 30-17

Week 15, Seahawks, 30-13

Strip sack, fumble and recovery

Week 16, Saints, 34-0

2024 Year in Review

Alegup

For the second straight year, the Packers played and won Thanksgiving Day. NBC celebrated the victory with turkey legs, a tradition started by legendary

broadcaster John Madden.

Turnovers

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

The Packers had three straight turnovers in the second half against the Arizona Cardinals in Week 6.Rookie Evan Williams forces a fumble against Cardinals’

receiver Greg Dortch. Through six games, the Packers led the league with 17 turnovers.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Christian Watson's speed and athleticism were on display Week 3 against the Titans.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Rookie linebacker Edgerrin Copper forced a fumble against Jaguars' Trevor Lawrence in the fourth quarter. The Pack-
ers eeked out a 30-27 victory with a second straight last-second victory field goal.

High above

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

A 2024 standout player, Tucker Kraft pulls down a catch during the season finale against the Bears.

Incredible rookie season

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Rookie linebacker Edgerrin
Copper gets his first ca-
reer interception in Week
15 against Seattle. While
seeing limited action in his
rookie season (489 snaps),
he showed promise with 13

tackles for a loss.
GREG MELLIS |
GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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Green Bay punter Daniel Whelan boots the ball in one of his multiple field-changing punts against Houston in Week 7. In the regular season, he punted 56 times for a 46.1 yard average.

Consistency
lacking in
kicking,
receiving

By LUKE REIMER
Green & Gold Expres

While there certainly
have been other reasons
why Green Bay has seem-
ingly underperformed in
the playoffs throughout the
Aaron Rodgers era, one
thing certainly stood out -
special teams.

Those problems con-
tinued to persist in Jordan
Love’s first season as a
starter, as rookie kicker
Anders Carlson made 27
of 33 field goals on the sea-
son, including 34 of 39 ex-
tra points. On top of that,
Carlson struggled in the
kickoff game. He kicked off
86 times but was only able
to record 37 touchbacks,
coming out to a 43 touch-
back percentage.

Green Bay’s kicking unit
drastically improved in
2024 though as after an off-
season of questioning and
a few weeks of Brayden
Narveson, Green Bay
landed on Brandon McMa-
nus. McManus instantly
provided production for
the Packers, winning them
two games on last-second
field goals.

More than just the
game-winning kicks for
Green Bay’s special teams
was the kick defense. In a
tight game with Chicago

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Special teams provides mixed results in 2024

Green Bay's special teams had its ups and downs in 2024. Top left, special teams coordinator Rich took some heat this year but was re-signed on an extension
to keep him in Green Bay through the 2026 season. Top right are long snapper Matt Orzech, kicker Brandon McManus and punter Daniel Whelan. Bottom
left, Karl Brooks celebrates after blocking a last-second field goal attempt against Chicago. Bottom right, McManus reacts after missing a field goal attempt
against the Eagles in the Wild Card game.

on Nov. 17, the Bears lined
up for a game-winning
field goal. Packers defen-
sive lineman Karl Brooks
got an early push on the
Bears offensive line and
got his hand up to block
the Bears’ game-winning
attempt and win the game.
This was the first game in
a long time that Green Bay
recorded a win because
of its special teams, not in
spite of it.

In Rich Bisaccia’s third
season as Green Bay’s

special teams coordinator,
some aspects of the unit
improved, while oth-

ers continued to decline.
The aspects that declined
reared its head on the kick-
off coverage team. In 2024,
the Packers gave up the
third most kickoff yards at
1,323. While those kickoffs
yards were somewhat
masked by the Packers’
defense this season, giving
teams starting field posi-
tion beyond the 30-yard
line is a slippery slope

moving forward.

To add to the list of
problems with the special
teams unit, it seemed like
that part of Green Bay’s
game suffered a bit of a
collapse in the team’s Wild
Card matchup against the
Philadelphia Eagles. The
game immediately started
with a fumble on a kick
return from Keisean Nixon
that gave the Eagles prime
scoring position early in
the game. Later on in the
game, finding itself down

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

10-0, Green Bay had the
opportunity to cut the lead
to one score, but McManus
missed a 38-yard field goal.
“I think that the funda-
mental part of alignment,
assignment, key, tech-
nique, your eyes being in
the right place, to some
degree being fundamen-
tally sound in the things
that you are doing - it is
certainly not the time a
lot or trick-em type,” said
Bisaccia, on what the most
important thing about

special teams during the
playoffs is, when talking to
media before Green Bay’s
playoff game. “(It is) to
be fundamentally sound
and put yourself in the
right position at the right
time. You know, this time
of year you would really
like to stay away from the
penalties.”

Special teams in the
playoffs once again proved
to be the Achilles’ heel
for Green Bay as it looked
to advance to the Super
Bowl. Not that the team
lost because of the special
teams unit, but it just goes
to show how important
that unit is when making
a playoff push, especially
when those points that Bi-
saccia made aren’t coming
to fruition.

Even though those
problems presented them-
selves throughout the sea-
son, Bisaccia was re-signed
on an extension to keep
him in Green Bay through
the 2026 season.

With the continued
disappointment from
the special teams, many
teams probably would
have moved on from its
special teams coordinator,
re-signing Bisaccia was
probably the right decision
for Green Bay, just based
on his leadership capabili-
ties. Overall, it is hard to
give the Packers special
teams anything better than
a B- grade on the season,
because while there were
some good aspects, there
are a lot that need to
continue to improve if the
Packers want to get back
to the Super Bowl.
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Kicker Brandon McManus was the hero in his first game with Green Bay. Signed after Week 6 to replace rookie
Brayden Narveson, McManus made a 45-yard field goal as time expired to give Green Bay a24-22 win over Houston

in Week 7.

Packers

BY LUKE REIMER
Green & Gold Expres

After a season with
inconsistent play from the
kicking position, Green
Bay went the route of
bringing in competition in
the offseason to secure the
kicker position. That came
in the form of signing
Greg Joseph to compete
with Anders Carlson
throughout training camp.

That seemed to be
the biggest story of the
offseason, as the Packers
were supposed to be on
the precipice of winning
the Super Bowl. Bringing
in competition seemed
like the right move at the
time. It turned out that
Green Bay did not go ei-
ther way and signed out of
house, bringing in Brayden
Narveson, who was with
the Tennessee Titans
through the offseason.

When the Packers
brought in Narveson,
it seemed like the right
move, given that Carl-
son probably needed to
g0, just given the cir-
cumstances around his
inconsistent play from the
season before. In his time
in Green Bay, Narveson
wasn’t necessarily relied
on, as Green Bay’s early
season schedule was pret-
ty easy. Good thing that
Narveson did not need to
be relied upon, as his time

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

finally find kicker

in Green Bay was just as
tumultuous as Carlson’s.

Narveson converted 12
of 18 field goals. On top of
that, out of his 38 kickoffs,
he was able to kick just 18
for touchbacks. Seeing the
inconsistency in the kick-
ing game, Packers general
manager Brian Gutekunst
elected to sign Brandon
McManus.

The signing came as
a little bit of a surprise
given McManus’ history
of alleged sexual assault.
After the NFL declared
that there was insignifi-
cant evidence to support
the sexual assault claims,
McManus was listed as
free agent. After signing
with the Packers, the case
was marked as resolved
with no other information
provided.

McManus instantly
made an impact as he con-
verted two game-winning
field goals to push Green
Bay close to the top of the
NFC. On the season, Mc-
Manus converted 20-of-21
field goals, with a long of
55 yards. He also went per-
fect on extra points hitting
30 of 30 attempts.

Even though the kick-
ing game looked a lot
stronger this past season,
there were still some is-
sues when it came to when
snaps, as well as McMa-
nus’ distances. While 55
yards being a season long

is great, there seemed to
be some hesitation from
Matt LaFleur on kicking
long field goals.

The major question
surrounding McManus
now is if he comes back
next season. It seems
likely that he is a priority
for Gutekunst given the
stability he provided this
season.

“I had a good conversa-
tion with him before he
left and obviously you
guys saw how he solidified
that journey that we were
going on,” said Gutekunst,
on the possibility of re-
signing McManus. “I think
the thing that was so neat
about being around him
is not only his confidence,
but his ability to adjust,
no matter where we were
or what weather we had.
If we were able to get
Brandon back, I think cer-
tainly that would make me
feel very good about that
group.”

If it does not work
out where the Packers
have to look a differ-
ent way for kicker next
season, it seems likely that
Gutekunst goes the route
of signing another veteran
given the success from
what happened last sea-
son. With what Gutekunst
said though, it is probably
inevitable that McManus
kicks for the Packers again
next season.
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WHEN, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

had the Packers playing
with house money.

Beating the Dallas
Cowboys and taking the
top-seeded San Fran-
cisco 49ers to the brink of
elimination changed the
calculus.

The Packers were
thinking Super Bowl just
one year into a rebuild.

At times, the team
looked like they were hit-
ting their stride, but the
story of the season can be
told by three opponents -
the Detroit Lions, Minne-
sota Vikings and Philadel-
phia Eagles.

The Packers played
each team twice and lost
all six games to those two
teams.

Ultimately, a team is
going to need to beat good
teams to get into the Super
Bowl.

A troubling trend is
growing in opposition of
Matt LaFleur.

The ability to get his
team to play their best
football against the best
teams has not been a trait
they’ve possessed.

In 2019, they fell behind
against a vastly superior
San Francisco 49ers team
and were blown out.

Despite the overall excellence of Matt LaFleur and Brian Gutekunst in the regular season, it has not translated to postseason success. LaFleur has coached in two conference championship games and
earned the number one seed in the NFC playoffs twice but flamed out at home on both occasions. Overall, LaFleur's playoff record is 3-5, including this year's 2210 loss to the Philadelphia Eagles in

the Wild Card round.

They fell behind 28-10
to the Tampa Bay Buc-
caneers with a series of
uncharacteristic mistakes
and questionable coaching
decisions.

The 2021 team did the
same against the 49ers

before a blocked punt ulti-
mately sunk their season.

The Packers were not
better than this year’s
Eagles team that eliminat-
ed them in the postseason,
but they were expected to
be.

Instead, the final month
of the season sealed the
team’s fate.

Green Bay was trending
downward as the season
came to a close. That cul-
minated with a loss to the
Chicago Bears where LaF-

leur insisted the team was
attempting to gain some
momentum going into the
postseason, only to make
decisions that flew in the
face of that mission.

Josh Jacobs hardly
played. Kenny Clark was
in and out of the lineup.
Jordan Love started and
injured his elbow.

It was a bizarre series
of events. Ultimately,
Chicago won on a walk-off
field goal by Cairo Santos.

Once the season ended,
Tucker Kraft essentially
said that the team got
what was coming to them,
that they could feel their
struggles brewing.

The question is why?

Why did a young team
plateau and ultimately
decline as the season went
on? Why was LaFleur as
conservative as he was
throughout the season?

Aggression has been
rewarded in this postsea-
son. Andy Reid and Nick
Sirianni are two of the
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more aggressive coaches
in football, especially

on fourth down. They’ll
face off on Super Bowl on
Sunday.

LaFleur was one of the
most conservative in foot-
ball this season.

Perhaps that contro-
versial decision to kick a
field goal trailing by eight
against Tampa Bay in the
2020 NFC Championship
Game will be his lasting
legacy.

A good coach but not
aggressive enough to find
his way over the hump.

The 2025 season is a big
year for LaFleur and the
Packers.

In a city named Title-
town, there are no more
years without expecta-
tions. The Packers are
expected to win.

Brian Gutekunst said
himself it was time they
started competing for
championships.

That starts with the
man in charge, LaFleur.
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Xavier McKinney's eight interceptions was second best in the NFL in 2024. He began in Week 1 with an interception of Philadelphia’s Jalen Hurts at the Eagles’ 36-yard line that resulted in a Packers' field goal. Throughout

the season, he would record interceptions against Indianapolis, Tennessee, Minnesota, Los Angeles Rams, Jacksonville, San Francisco and Chicago. He also had a fumble recovery against the Rams.
EEEEEEEEE | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

AN INTERCEPTION NMACHINE

McKINNEY SpARks DerensIVE PLay WiTH EiGHT Picks DURING SEASON
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Punter Daniel Whelan

Kicker, Brandon McManus

D-Lineman T.J. Slaton

Safety Zayne Anderson

TE John FitzPatrick

Center Josh Myers

Running back A.J Dillion

Cornerback Corey Ballentine

Edge rusher Arron Mosby

Cornerback Eric Stokes

Linebacker Isaiah McDuffie

Linebacker Eric Wilson

Wide receiver Bo Melton

Running back Emanuel Wilson

Who will stay, and who will go?
Packers GM expected to go shopping in free agent market

By JACOB
WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

The Super Bowl is
upon us, and the Green
Bay Packers are not play-
ing in it.

The Packers were
eliminated shortly after
the playoffs began with a
22-10 loss at the hands of
the NFC champion Phila-
delphia Eagles.

Once the season was
over, all eyes turned to the
offseason.

The Packers did some
of their best work last off-
season. General Manager
Brian Gutekunst’s three
best moves came before
the regular season began.

Xavier McKinney and
Josh Jacobs were brought
in to solidify the back-
fields on both sides of the
ball.

Both players fit seam-
lessly into their roles and

were stars on offense and
defense.

The other big move
was a small trade for a
backup quarterback. Malik
Willis was one of the best
moves of the season in
general, winning three of
the four games he had to
play extended minutes in.

That doesn’t include a
draft class that included
Edgerrin Cooper and Evan
Williams.

With the offseason
upon us, the question now
is who is staying and who
is going?

The Packers had some
tough draft classes in 2020
and 2021. The only player
who is a slam dunk to be
on the roster in 2025 from
the 2020 draft class is
Jordan Love.

The 2021 class is the
group slated to be free
agents now.

The biggest free agent,
however, is someone who

was not in this draft class.

Kicker Brandon Mc-
Manus was another small
move made by Gutekunst
during the season, and he
paid off in a big way.

Replacing Mason
Crosby proved to be no
easy task. Anders Carlson
was given the leash of an
entire 2023 season before
being let go at the end of
training camp.

Greg Joseph was the
presumptive winner of the
offseason kicking competi-
tion, but that lasted all of
one day.

Brayden Narveson was
brought in and released
before Halloween.

McManus was
Gutekunst’s fourth crack
at attempting to replace
the franchise’s all-time
leading scorer.

As it turns out, the
fourth time was, in fact,
the charm.

McManus missed one

kick during the regular
season for Green Bay and
solidified the position.

He ended with a whim-
per, missing a 38-yard field
goal in Philadelphia, but
with the issues Green Bay
has had at that position,
they should be more than
eager to give McManus a
deal to stay in Green Bay.

“We would,” Gutekunst
said in his end-of-year
availability when asked if
the Packers want McMa-
nus back next year. “Had
a good conversation with
him before he left. Obvi-
ously, how he solidified
that journey (at kicker)
we were going on. He’s a
veteran guy.

The thing that was so
neat about being around
him was not only his
confidence but his ability
to adjust, no matter where
we were, what weather we
had.”

Apart from McManus,

there are not a lot of free
agents that represent pri-
orities to be brought back
to Green Bay.

Eric Stokes was the
team’s first-round pick
in 2021, but his career in
Green Bay appears to be
over. He played six snaps
in the final two games of
the year, despite being
healthy.

Stokes never found his
footing after a gruesome
leg injury suffered in his
sophomore campaign.

He was passed on the
depth chart by Keisean
Nixon and Carrington
Valentine.

A.]. Dillon is a popular
figure in Wisconsin but
unlikely to be brought
back to Green Bay after
a neck injury ended his
season.

The only free agents
other than McManus that
could be a priority is de-
fensive tackle T.J. Slaton

and center Josh Myers.

Myers was referred
to as a heart and soul
player by coach Matt
LaFleur during the season.
Gutekunst said he felt My-
ers had his best year.

He’s had more downs
than ups during his career,
but perhaps the Packers
will opt for stability at
their pivot position.

Slaton had his best
year as a Packer and was
the anchor of the team’s
run defense. How much is
that worth in free agency?
That remains to be seen,
but the Packers could
certainly look to keep him
in the fold. They don’t re-
ally have a two-down run
defender on their defen-
sive line, which is where
Slaton excels.

Overall, the lack of
options in house make it
likely that Gutekunst will
once again go shopping in
free agency this offseason.
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Second-year tight end Tucker Kraft, a graduate of South Dakota State, made the most of his opportunities when Luke Musgrave was injured in 2023 and 2024. In 2024, Kraft caught 50 passes for 707 yards and a 14.1-yard
average. He also caught seven touchdowns. Among his best performances were Sept. 29 against Minnesota and Nov. 28 against Miami when he caught six catches in each game, as well as oct. 6 at Los Angeles when he
caught four balls for 88 yards and two touchdowns against the Rams. GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

STARTER ROLE

KRAFT TAKES ADVANTAGE OF CHANCES To Become No. 1 TigHT END
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Tailgate Tour to

bring

The Green Bay Packers
announced plans for the
Packers Tailgate Tour, set
for April 8-12, which will
travel around Wisconsin
to visit with fans and thank
them in person for their
support.

The event will feature
current and alumni Pack-
ers players, with cur-
rent players Josh Jacobs,
Tucker Kraft and Lukas
Van Ness and alumni
players Ahman Green,
Jermichael Finley and
John Michels scheduled to
board the bus, along with
Packers President/CEO
Mark Murphy.

The tailgate tour will
stop in Milwaukee on
April 8, Madison on April
9, La Crosse on April 10
and Wausau on April 11 be-
fore wrapping up in Green
Bay on April 12, with a
variety of surprise and
planned visits to be held in
each area.

The fan-favorite
tailgate tour will appear
at nonprofit fundraising
events each day and will
stop along the route at
schools, hospitals, busi-
nesses, retirement homes
and community centers
to present donations and
giveaway items and visit
with fans of all ages. To al-

low for further opportuni-
ties for players and alumni
to interact with as many
fans as possible while rais-
ing money for the nonprof-
its, fans should note that
there will once again be no
formal autograph sessions.

The tour will be stop-
ping by these public
events, which are avail-
able for ticketed guests to
attend:

e Professional Fire
Fighters of Wisconsin
Charitable Foundation
will host a fundraising
event at the Baird Center
in Milwaukee on April 8,
from 6-10 p.m. Doors will
open at 5 p.m. A total of
1,000 tickets will be sold
at $75 per person. Tickets
can be purchased online at
gbpackertour.givesmart.
com.

e Dairyland Sports will
host a fundraising event
at the Garver Feed Mill in
Madison on April 9, from
6-9 p.m. Doors will open
at 5 p.m. Tickets for the
event are $75 per person,
with 300 available in
total. To purchase tickets,
visit dairylandsports.org/
packertailgate.

e Hunger Task Force of
La Crosse will host a fun-
draising event at Stoney
Creek Hotel in Onalaska

team to fans

on April 10, from 6-8 p.m.
Doors will open at 5 p.m. A
total of 325 general admis-
sion tickets are available at
$75 per person and can be
purchased at lacrossehtf.
org.

e Patriot K9s of Wiscon-
sin will host a fundraising
event at the Crystal Train-
ing Institute in Mosinee on
April 11, from 6-9:30 p.m.
Doors will open at 5 p.m.
A total of 1,000 tickets will
be sold at $75 per person.
To purchase tickets, visit
patriotk9s.ejoinme.org/
packerstailgatetours.

¢ Children’s Wisconsin
will host a fundraising
event at the EPIC Event
Center in Ashwaubenon
on April 12, from 1-2:30
p-m. Doors will open at
11 a.m. Tickets are $75
per adult and $25 per
child, limited to the first
500 fans. Tickets can
be purchased online at
support.childrenswi.org/
packerstailgate.

The tour will take
place aboard a custom-
ized Green Bay Packers-
themed motor coach. In
addition to stopping in the
designated locations and
cities, tour celebrities will
make surprise stops along
the way as the schedule
allows.

Top, New Orleans quarterback Spencer Rattler spent a lot of time on the ground, staring up at Green Bay's defense
in the Packers' 34-0 shutout. Defensive coordinator Jeff Hafley's unit held New Orleans to just 196 total yards while

Rattler turned over the ball twice off a strip-sack and interception.
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The Packers' season may have ended in Philadelphia, but there is no lack of love and support from the fans. Upcom-
ing The fan-favorite tailgate tour will appear at nonprofit fundraising events each day and will stop along the route
at schools, hospitals, businesses, retirement homes and community centers to present donations and giveaway

items and visit with fans of all ages.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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MATCHUP, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

For the second time in
three years, the Philadel-
phia Eagles and Kansas
City Chiefs will meet in
the Super Bowl.

The Chiefs are playing
in hopes of capturing their
consecutive NFL title. The
Eagles are looking for a bit
of revenge from two years
ago.
What will it take for
either team to lift the
Lombardi Trophy after the
game?

Chiefs’ offense vs.
Eagles’ defense

The Eagles’ defense
helped lead them to the
Super Bowl during the
2022 season. Their pass
rush was vicious, as they
set the team record for
sacks that year.

The current team is not
as good as they were two
years ago, but Philadel-
phia’s pass rush is still a
weapon for them with Vic
Fangio at the controls.

Josh Sweat is their lead-
ing man with eight sacks
on the year. Nolan Smith
has had a sack in each
of the first three playoff
games, including two
against Green Bay in the
Wild Card round.

The interior of Phila-
delphia’s pass rush is
where the money is made.
Milton Williams has had a
breakout season, and Jalen
Carter might be the best
defensive tackle in all of
football.

In the secondary,
general manager Howie
Roseman was active in
addressing a weakness and
turning it into a legitimate
strength.

Quinyon Mitchell was
a first-round pick and has
emerged as the team’s best
cornerback.

Across from him is
Darius Slay, who has been
excellent in a complemen-
tary role this season.

Cooper DeJean has
been excellent as a nick-
elback and had a big pass
breakup early in the team’s
NFC championship win
over the Commanders.

Perhaps the biggest
change the Eagles made on
defense was at defensive
coordinator.

Jonathan Gannon left
the Eagles after their Super
Bowl appearance to be the
head coach of the Arizona
Cardinals.

The Eagles replaced
him with Sean Desai, who
was eventually replaced
by Matt Patricia during the
season.

Neither of those op-
tions worked well, and the
Eagles hired former Pack-
ers’ nemesis, Vic Fangio.

Fangio facing off against
Patrick Mahomes and
Andy Reid is one of the
better matchups in the
Super Bowl.

On the other side of the
field, it’s familiar territory
at this point.

Mahomes and the Kan-
sas City Chiefs are back in
the Super Bowl for the fifth
time in six years.

This time around,
they’re playing for history.
No team in the Super Bowl
era has won three consecu-
tive Super Bowls.

Others have come close,
but none have accom-
plished it.

Mahomes is also play-
ing for legacy purposes.

A win in this Super Bowl
would be his fourth cham-
pionship, tying him with
Terry Bradshaw and Joe
Montana for second among
quarterbacks behind only
Tom Brady.

This Chiefs’ offense is
solid, if unspectacular.

It’s not like the days
where Tyreek Hill ran
deep through the second-
ary or Travis Kelce made
one big play after another.

They’re methodical,
and they execute. In fact,
they’re similar to the New
England Patriots of old in
that they are chasing indi-
vidual and team legacies.

Kelce is still around
and is the team’s leading
receiver.

Xavier Worthy and
Marquise “Hollywood”
Brown are their two best
receivers and give juice to
the passing game for plays
down the field.

JuJu Smith-Schuster is
a potential red zone target,
while their ground game is

1 Xavier Worthy................ WR
2 Joshua Williams............. CB
5 Hollywood Brown......... WR
6 Bryan Cook
7
8

Harrison Butker................. K

DeAndre Hopkins......... WR
9  JuJu Smith-Schuster....WR
10 Isiah Pacheco.................. RB
1 Carson Wentz
13 Nazeeh Johnson...
14 Matt Araiza......cccceeveeenee
15 Patrick Mahomes.......... QB
20 Justin Reid

21 Jaden Hicks.....ccccovuenee DB
22 Trent McDuffie.............. CB
23 Drue Tranquill................. LB
27 Chamarri Conner.......... DB
29 Kareem Hunt................. RB

KANSAS CITY
CHIEFS

30 Chris Roland-Wallace..CB
32
34
35
39
41
42
44 Cam Jones.....ovevevereennne
51 Mike Danna.......ccceeevrenene
52 Creed Humphrey.
54 Leo Chenal....ccoovvverrennee.
55 Joshua Uche.......ccc.c.....
56 George Karlaftis.. .
60 Hunter Nourzad............
61 C.J.Hanson
62 Joe Thuney
64 Wanya Morris...............

65 Trey Smith....cccevvcccinnn

66 Mike Caliendo............... oL
69 Mlke Pennel.....
70 D.J. Humphries....

74 Jawaan Taylor.....cceeeuens T
75 Ethan Driskell................ oT
76 Kingsley Suamataia......... T
81 Nikko Remigio............... WR
83 Noah Gray......ccoovveererrenees TE
84 Justin Watson.............. WR
87 Travis Kelce......ouvrvennees TE

88 Peyton Hendershot......TE
90 Charles Omenihu......... DE

91 Derrick Nnadi......ceuue. DT
94 Malik Herring................ DE
95 Chris Jones......cccuveennee DT
97 Felxi Anudike-
Uzomah......ocoeeevveveennne DE

98 Tershawn Wharton.....DT

PHILADELPHIA
EAGLES

0 Bryce Huffu.veirrine DE
1 Jalen Hurts.....ocoeevevevennene QB
2 Darius Slay Jr...cveneene. CB
3 Nolan Smith Jr... .OLB
4 Jake Elliott.....ccovevververennee. K
6 DeVonta Smith.............. WR
7 Kenny Pickett.......c.co.c.... QB
8 C.J. Gardner-Johnson.......S
10 Braden Mann........ccceeeueueee P
M AJ. Brown......ceveeenne WR
14 Kenneth Gainwell.......... RB
16 Tanner McKee................ QB
19 Josh Sweat............ ...OLB
21 Sydney Brown........cccueveuee S
22 Kelee RiNgo.....coeverivenee CB
23 Eli Ricks..ovvrveeceennen. CB

26 Saquon Barkley............
27 Quinyon Mitchell............ CB

28 Will Shipley.....cccouviuunnne
29 Avonte Maddox.............
32 Reed Blankenship....
33 Cooper DelJean .
34 lsaiah Rodgers...............
36 Tristin McCollum.............
38 Lewis Cine..ovevevveveennen
42 Oren Burks....
49 Rick Lovato.......
51 Cam Jurgens.
53 Zack Braun......cceevenenen.
54  Jeremiah Trotter Jr........ LB
56 Tyler Steen......ccoeeuneene (o]
58 Jalyx Hunt
59 Thomas Booker IV........ DT
61 Nick Gates......covveeernnens oL
64 Brett Toth
65 Lane Johnson..........cu..... T

68 Jordan Mailata................. T
69 Landon Dickerson.........
72 Darian Kinnard......... .
74  Fred Johnson........

77 Mekhi Becton.......

79 Trevor Keegan......

80 Parris Campbell..
81 Grant Calcaterra............
82 Ainias Smith.........

83 Jahan Dotson...
84 E.J. Jenkins.......
88 Dallas Goedert....
89 Johnny Wilson.....

90 Jordan Davis........

93 Milton Williams............
97 Moro Ojomo.....
98 Jalen Carter......

Patrick Mahomes is also playing for legacy purposes. A win in this Super Bowl would be his fourth championship,
tying him with Terry Bradshaw and Joe Montana for second among quarterbacks behind only Tom Brady.

led by Isaiah Pacheco and
old friend Kareem Hunt.

Ultimately, the Chiefs’
offense remains dangerous
because of the two men
that are at the controls.
Reid and Mahomes.

Chiefs’ defense vs.
Eagles’ offense

Philadelphia’s offense is
led by Jalen Hurts. Hurts
had a down year last year
after a near MVP season
in 2022. He’s had a better
season in the 2024 regular
season and had not played
after the first quarter of
a late December game
against Washington thanks
to a concussion.

After some subpar play
in the first two games of
the postseason, Hurts lit
up the Washington Com-
manders for four touch-
downs in a 55-23 romp
over their division rival.

AJ Brown and Devonta
Smith combine for one of
the best receiver combi-
nations in all of football.
Dallas Goedart has had a
big postseason and was
the leading receiver in the
NFC Championship Game.

The big addition to the
Eagles’ offense this off-
season was running back
Saquon Barkley.

Barkley’s talent alone
was tantalizing in this
offense, but he has run all
over any opposing defense
that has been in his way
this year.

Barkley ran for more
than 2,000 yards on the
season and may have
broken the rushing record
for a single season had he
played in the season finale.

Barkley scored three
touchdowns in the NFC
title game, including two
on his first two carries of
the game.

He is the most impor-
tant player on the Eagles’
offense, which is unheard
of in the modern NFL.

The offensive line
remains relatively intact,
but they did struggle with
health in their most recent
game.

Cam Jurgens was active
but only was going to be

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Jalen Hurts and the Philadelphia Eagles beat the Packers twice this year on

their way to the Super Bowl.

asked to play in an emer-
gency situation. That situ-
ation arose when Landon
Dickerson exited the game
with a knee injury.

With the layoff, both
players should be able to
play.

Special teams

Philadelphia’s special
teams has enjoyed a big
postseason. They forced
a fumble in two of their
three playoff games and
recovered both of them.
Both fumble recoveries
led to touchdowns in the
Wild Card and Conference
Championship rounds.

Will Shipley is likely
to be the kickoff returner
if Kenneth Gainwell is
unable to play due to an
injury suffered in the NFC
Championship Game.

The big question mark
for the Eagles is at kicker.
Jake Elliott had been rock
solid for the duration
of his career, until this
season.

He struggled during the
regular season and missed
the first postseason field
goal of his career in the
conference championship
game.

He’s 1-for-8 on the year
in kicks that are longer
than 50 yards.

In a game where points
are going to be at a pre-
mium, the Eagles cannot
afford to give points away

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

in the kicking game.

Their punt return team
will need to be shaken up
as well, after getting hit up
for a fake punt in their pre-
vious game.

Overall, the Eagles’
special teams is solid if un-
spectacular. The goal here
will just to be sure that the
kicker makes his kicks.

The Chiefs’ special
teams had a big night
against the Buffalo Bills in
the conference champion-
ship round.

Nikko Remigio had a
nice night that included a
41-yard punt return.

Harrison Butker has not
been as good this year as
he’s been in recent years
but has been nails in the
postseason.

In a game of this magni-
tude, the kicking game can
be a deciding factor.

Something else that
plays into special teams is
how aggressive both teams
are on fourth down.

The Eagles and Chiefs
both were in the top four
of conversions on fourth
downs during the season.

A failed fourth-down
conversion is similar to
a turnover in these big
games. Whatever team is
better in situational foot-
ball could be the one that
is raising the Lombardi
Trophy at the end of the
night.
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