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PACKERS VS. RAMS

PACKERS ARE
STILL ALIVE

Team cannot afford another loss
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Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers, middle, smiles as he talks with tight end Robert Tonyan, left, and running back Patrick Taylor on Dec. 4 in Chicago.
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Green Bay has 6% chance to make playofis

Does team start
Love at all?

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

Believe it or not, the Green Bay
Packers are still alive in the NFC play-
off picture, as they enter a must-win
matchup against the Los Angeles Rams
in week 15.

Green Bay currently has a 6%
chance to make the playoffs. While
that may seem low, there are realistic
opportunities for the Packers to sneak
into the playoffs. It all starts with the
Packers winning the rest of its games.

If that doesn’t happen, none of the
following scenarios has much signifi-
cance.

“Every season is different, and
every season is new,” said Packers
General Manager Brian Gutekunst, on
his thoughts on the Packers’ season.
“Obviously we had some moving
pieces heading into the season — it has
just taken us a little while to gel.”

With three wild card spots avail-
able, Green Bay is currently in the No.
10 seed in the NFC. Seattle and Detroit
occupy the two spots ahead of the
Packers.

Dallas, Washington and the New
York Giants are the teams that now sit
in the three available wild card spots.
With the Philadelphia Eagles owning
a12-1record and the Cowboys owning
a10-3 record, it seems likely that the
Cowboys (or the Eagles, if they col-
lapse) will take one of those spots.

That leaves two spots open. The
headache comes in week 15 as the
Giants and Commanders, who tied
earlier this year, meet again. Whoever
wins this game will need to tally just
one more victory to guarantee place-
ment ahead of the Packers, even if
Green Bay were to win out.

Whoever loses this game, though,
would need to lose two more games,
with the Packers winning out, for the
Packers to jump ahead of them.

The Seahawks are in an interest-
ing spot in regard to Green Bay. On its
schedule, Seattle still has yet to play
the San Francisco 49ers, Kansas City
Chiefs and New York Jets. Those are
not exactly easy games.

If Seattle goes 2-2 over that stretch,
they would finish 9-8, which would
move the Packers ahead, due to tie-
breakers.

The other team that is lurking
around the playoffs is the Detroit
Lions. This one is a little trickier than

Packers running backs A.J. Dillon, left, and Aaron Jones embrace during a game held Dec. 4 in Chicago.

Seattle, as the Lions are a division rival
and have a win over Green Bay already
this year.

Moving forward, the Lions have the
Jets, Panthers, Bears and Packers on
their schedule, which is not exactly the
hardest schedule of all time.

If the Lions and Packers both win
their next three games, then a week 18
matchup at Lambeau Field may have
a lot more significance than fans had
anticipated. If the Packers were to beat
the Lions in that game, the Packers
would own the tiebreaker over Detroit.

Once again, those scenarios don’t
matter if Green Bay does not win the
rest of its games.

“I think that there has been some
positive signs as of late, and we just
need to continue to be more consis-
tent,” said Gutekunst, alluding to the
offense’s improvement as the team
looks for a playoff push.

So what happens if Green Bay loses
one more game? If that game is against
the Rams, somehow Green Bay is still
not out of the playoffs; however its
chances of making the playoffs drop to
below 1%. It seems unlikely that all of
those scenarios go Green Bay’s way, so
if they do lose that Rams game, can we
expect to see a little bit more of Jordan
Love?

Aaron Rodgers has been play-
ing most of the season with a broken

thumb, so it makes some sort of sense
to put the veteran quarterback on
injured reserve and let Love run the
offense with Rodgers coaching from
the sideline.

That also brings into question
what the Rodgers’ decision will be
in the offseason. Will the 39-year old
quarterback want to finish out the last
season of his contract in Green Bay?
Will he go to a different team? Or, will
he retire?

With $50 million sitting on the table
for Rodgers, it may be too tempting to
return to Green Bay next year. That
once again leads to the Jordan Love
situation.

“I don’t really want to take my mind
there, but as long as we are mathemati-
cally alive, I'd like to be out there,”
said Rodgers, after the week 12 loss to
Philadelphia. “There are obviously a
lot of other conversations that come
into play once you are eliminated, and
I'll be open to all of those conversa-
tions.”

If Rodgers does in fact return to
Green Bay, then the Packers are faced
with the same dilemma as last offsea-
son — what do we have in Love?

The Packers traded up to draft the
Utah State quarterback in the first
round, leading many to believe that
Love was going to be groomed into
Rodgers’ successor. Since Love was
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drafted in 2020, Rodgers has led two
MVP campaigns and three straight
playoft seasons.

Is a broken thumb and lackluster
season from players around Rodgers
enough for Rodgers to leave? Prob-
ably not, considering he is the longest
tenured Packer of all time.

“That is an offseason kind of deci-
sion, but surely we want all of our guys
back,” said Gutekunst about Rodgers
returning next year. “Like we have
talked about in the past — this is some-
thing where we will sit down with him
after the season, and it will be some-
thing that we do together.”

That’s why Love needs to play this
season if the Packers lose one more
game. Coaches have seen bits and
pieces of Love, but not in any high-
pressure or real NFL situations. He is
also only signed through four years,
with a team decision on the fifth year.

If Rodgers were to play again next
year, that would mean that Love would
have been a first-round draft pick that
hadn’t really got an opportunity to
start in his first four years in the NFL.
At some point, young players need to
get time to develop and if Love doesn’t
get that this year, it could have a last-
ing impact on not only the Packers, but
on Love’s whole career.

Ireimer@newmedia-wi.com
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PACKERS ROSTER

Active

#

2

6
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n

12
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16
18
20
22
23
24
25
26
28
29
31

33
35
38
45
47
50
51

53
55
56
58
59
63
69
70
7l

73
7A
76

NAME

Mason Crosby
Dallin Leavitt
Quay Walker
Christian Watson
Jordan Love
Sammy Watkins
Aaron Rodgers
Allen Lazard

Pat O'Donnell
Randall Cobb
Rudy Ford
Shemar Jean-Charles
Jaire Alexander
Tariq Carpenter
Keisean Nixon
Darnell Savage
Al Dillon

Rasul Douglas
Adrian Amos
Aaron Jones
Corey Ballentine
Innis Gaines

Eric Wilson
Justin Hollins
Zach Tom

Krys Barnes
Jonathan Garvin
Kingsley Enagbare
Jack Coco

Isaiah McDuffie
De'Vondre Campbell
Rasheed Walker
David Bakhtiari
Royce Newman
Josh Myers

Yosh Nijman
Elgton Jenkins
Jon Runyan
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207
195

241

208
219

21

225
227
220
195

200
184
196

230
200
198

247
209
214

208
196
202
230
248
304
229
257
258
248
227
232
324
310
310
310
314

3

307

AGE EXP. COLLEGE

38
28
22
23
24
29
39
27
31
32
28
24
25
23
25
25
24
27
29
28
26
24
28
26
23
24
23
22
24
23
29
22
31
25
24
26
26
25

16

Colorado

Utah State
Georgia

North Dakota State
Utah State
Clemson
California

lowa State
Miami
Kentucky
Auburn
Appalachian State
Louisville
Georgia Tech
South Carolina
Maryland
Boston College
West Virginia
Penn State
Texas-El Paso
Washburn
TCU

Cincinnati
Oregon

Wake Forest
UCLA

Miami

South Carolina
Georgia Tech
Boston College
Minnesota
Penn State
Colorado
Mississippi
Ohio State
Virginia Tech
Mississippi State
Michigan

78 Luke Tenuta
81 Josiah Deguara
83 Samori Toure
84 Tyler Davis

85 Robert Tonyan
87 Romeo Doubs
89 Marcedes Lewis
90 Jarran Reed

91 Preston Smith
93 T.J.Slaton

94 Dean Lowry
95 Devonte Wyatt
97 Kenny Clark
99 Jonathan Ford
Reserve/Injured
21 Eric Stokes
40 Tipa Galeai

52 Rashan Gary
67 Jake Hanson

Reserve/Non-Football lliness

72 Caleb Jones

Reserve/Suspended by Commissioner

75 Sean Rhyan
Practice Squad

17 Ramiz Ahmed
19 Danny Etling

27 Patrick Taylor
34 Micah Abernathy
39 Tyler Goodson
43 Kiondre Thomas
46 Nick Guggemos
48 DQ Thomas

54 La'Darius Hamilton
57 Tim Ward

80 Dede Westbrook
82 Jeff Cotton

86 Travis Fulgham
88 Juwann Winfree
96 Jack Heflin

98 Chris Slayton

T 6-8 314
TE 62 238
WR 61 191
TE 64 252
TE 65 240
WR 62 204
TE 66 267
DL 63 307
B 65 265
DL 64 330
DL 66 29
DL 63 304
DL 63 314
DL 65 338
B 60 19
B 65 229
LB 65 277
C 6-4 29
6-9 370
65 321
K 511 193
QB 63 222
RB 62 217
S 6-0 195
RB 59 197
(B 60 186
TE 65 247
LB 62 216
LB 62 26l
LB 6-6 255
WR 60 178
WR 62 206
WR 62 21
WR 61 210
DL 63 304
DL 64 307
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28
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27
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24
26
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Virginia Tech
Cincinnati
Nebraska
Georgia Tech
Indiana State
Nevada

UCLA
Alabama
Mississippi State
Florida
Northwestern
Georgia
UCLA

Miami

Georgia
Utah State
Michigan
Oregon

Indiana
UCLA

Nevada

LSuU

Memphis

Tennessee

lowa

Kansas State

University of St. Thomas
Middle Tennessee State
North Texas

0Old Dominion
Oklahoma

Idaho

0Old Dominion

Colorado

lowa

Syracuse
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RAMS ROSTER

Active
# NAME

2 Troy Hill

3 Cam Akers

5 Jalen Ramsey
6 Derion Kendrick
8 Matt Gay

11" Riley Dixon

12 Van Jefferson
13 John Wolford
14 Cobie Durant
15 Tutu Atwell

16 Bryce Perkins
17 Baker Mayfield
18 Ben Skowronek
19 Brandon Powell
21 Russ Yeast

22 David Long Jr.
23 Kyren Williams
24 Taylor Rapp
30 Ronnie Rivers
31 Robert Rochell
32 Travin Howard
33 Nick Scott

37 Quentin Lake
38 Shaun Jolly

42 Matthew Orzech
43 Jake Gervase
44 Daniel Hardy
45 Bobby Wagner
52 Terrell Lewis
53 Ernest Jones
54 Leonard Floyd
55 Brian Allen

56 Christian Rozeboom
57 Zach Thomas
61 AJ Arcuri

63 Oday Aboushi
64 Matt Skura

65 Coleman Shelton
68 Ty Nsekhe

71 Bobby Evans
79 Rob Havenstein

POS.
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245
212
240
241
262
230
240
303
230
300
320
315
313
299
325
312
330

A16E EXP. COLLEGE

3 7 Oregon

23 2 Florida State

28 7 Florida State

22 R Georgia

28 4 Utah

29 7 Syracuse

26 3 Florida

27 3 Wake Forest

24 R South Carolina State
3 2 Louisville

25 2 Virginia

27 5 Oklahoma

25 2 Notre Dame

27 5 Florida

23 R Kansas State

24 4 Michigan

2 R Notre Dame

24 4 Washington

23 R Fresno State

24 2 Central Arkansas
26 4 TCU

27 4 Penn State

23 R UCLA

24 R Appalachian State
27 3 Azusa Pacific

27 2 lowa

23 R Montana State
2 M Utah State

24 3 Alabama

3 2 South Carolina
30 7 Georgia

275 Michigan State
25 2 South Dakota State
24 R San Diego State
25 R Michigan State
31 10 Virginia

29 6 Duke

27 4 Washington

37 8 Texas State-San Marcos
25 4 Oklahoma

30 8 Wisconsin

81 Austin Trammell
82 Lance McCutcheon
87 Jacob Harris

88 Brycen Hopkins
89 Tyler Higbee

90 Earnest Brown IV
91 Greg Gaines

92 Jonah Williams
93 Marquise Copeland
95 Bobby Brown llI
96 Keir Thomas

97 Michael Hoecht
99 Aaron Donald
Reserve/Injured

1 Allen Robinson Il
4 Jordan Fuller

9 Matthew Stafford
10 Cooper Kupp

35 Jake Hummel

36 Grant Haley

60 Logan Bruss

67 Chandler Brewer
70 Joe Noteboom

72 Tremayne Anchrum Jr. OT

77 Alaric Jackson
94 A'Shawn Robinson

Reserve/Injured; Designated to

73 David Edwards
Practice Squad

0 Jaquarii Roberson
17 Case Cookus

20 TJ Carter

46 Jared Pinkney

49 Roger Carter Jr.
51 Zach VanValkenburg
62 Jeremiah Kolone
66 Max Pircher

68 TJ. Carter

69 Elijah Garcia

98 Brayden Thomas

Practice Squad/Veteran Protected
G

50 Cole Toner

WR 510 185
WR 63 202
WR 65 21
TE 64 245
TE 66 255
DE 65 2/0
DT 61 312
DT 65 275
DT 62 287
DT 64 324
OB 6-2 275
DT 64 310
DL 61 280
WR 6-2 210
DB 62 203
QB 63 220
WR 6-2 208
ILB 61 235
DB 59 190
G 6-5 309
0T 66 320
OoT 65 32
62 314
oL 67 285
DT 64 330
Return
G 6-6 308
WR 61 182
QB 64 205
CB 51 193
TE 64 257
TE 62 250
DL 64 263
G 63 316
OoT 67 300
DE 64 289
DL 65 302
OLB 6-3 260
6-5 300
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Rice

Montana State
UCF

Purdue
Western Kentucky
Northwestern
Washington
Weber State
Cincinnati
Texas A&M
Florida State
Brown
Pittsburgh

Penn State

Ohio State

Georgia

Eastern Washington
lowa State

Penn State
Wisconsin

Middle Tennessee State
TCU

Clemson

lowa

Alabama

Wisconsin

Wake Forest
Northern Arizona
TCU

Vanderbilt
Georgia State
lowa

San Jose State
Italy

Kentucky

Rice

North Dakota State

Harvard
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GAME VITALS

GREEN BAY PACKERS (5-8)
VS. LOS ANGELES RAMS (4-9)

WHEN: 7:15 p.m. Monday

WHERE: Lambeau Field

TV: ESPN/ABC

RADIO: 620 AM (WTM)), Sirius
Satellite Radio (WTM]J feed)

THE SERIES

Packers vs. Rams

All-time, regular season: 46-46-2

All-time, postseason: 2-1

All-time, at Packers: 31-19

Streaks: While the all-time series is
just about deadlocked, the Green Bay
Packers have dominated the Rams of
late. Green Bay has won seven of the
last eight meetings and eight of the last
10. The Packers last home loss to the

PACKERS DEPTH CHART

OFFENSE

=

Christian Watson
Sammy Watkins

Aaron Jones
A.J. Dillon

o

Aaron Rodgers
Jordan Love

&

FYI

Rosters and depth charts are accurate as of
Dec. 12, 11:45 a.m.

=

Randall Cobb
Samori Toure

=

Allen Lazard
Romeo Doubs

O 0 000 O

Rams came way back in 2006. Marcedes Lewis Yosh Nijman Jon Runyan
Last meeting, regular season: Robert Tonyan ~ Rasheed Walker ~ Royce Newman
Nov. 28, 2021, Packers won 36-28 at
Lambeau Field in Green Bay. Aaron
Rodgers threw for 307 yards and two DEFENSE
scores and also rushed for a touch-
down. Rasul Douglas had a big pick-6
in the second half.
Dean Lowry
S c H E D u l E Devonte Wyatt
Date  Opponent Time TV
Sept. 11 at Minnesota Loss 23-7 Rasul Douglas
Sept. 18 vs. Chicago Win 2710 Shemar Jean-Charles
Sept. 25 at Tampa Bay Win 14-12
Oct.2  vs. New England Win 27-24 (OT)
Oct.9  vs. NY. Giants (London) Loss 27-22
Oct. 16 vs. NY. Jets Loss 2710
Oct.23  at Washington Loss 23-21
Oct.30 at Buffallo Loss 2717 Preston Smith De'Vondre Campbell
Nov.6  at Detroit Loss 159 . . )
Nov.3 vs. Dallas Win 31-28 Jonathan Garvin Isaiah McDuffie
Nov.17  vs. Tennessee Loss 2717
Nov. 27 at Philadelphia Loss 40-33
Dec.4 at Chicago Win 28-19
Bye week
Dec.19 vs. L.A.Rams 715p.m. ESPN
Dec.25 at Miami noon FOX
Jan.1  vs. Minnesota 3:25p.m. CBS Adrian Amos
Jan.7/8 vs. Detroit TBD  TBD Dallin Leavitt

Josh Myers
Zach Tom

Kenny Clark
TJ. Slaton

Quay Walker
Krys Barnes

Elgton Jenkins
Royce Newman

David Bakhtiari
Zach Tom

Jarran Reed

Devonte Wyatt
Jaire Alexander
Keisean Nixon
Kingsley Enagbare
Justin Hollins

Darnell Savage
Rudy Ford
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RAMS DEPTH CHART SCHEDULE

OFFENSE Thursday's Game
San Francisco at Seattle, 7:15 p.m.
Saturday’s Games
Indianapolis at Minnesota, noon

Baltimore at Cleveland, 3:30 p.m.
Cam Akers Baker Mayfield Miami at Buffalo, 715 p.m.

Kyren Williams John Wolford Sunday’s Games

Atlanta at New Orleans, noon
@ @ Pittsburgh at Carolina, noon
Philadelphia at Chicago, noon
Kansas City at Houston, noon
Dallas at Jacksonville, noon
@ @ @ Detroit at N.Y. Jets, noon
Tutu Atwell Lance McCutcheon Van Jefferson ﬁ::vogs;;r?: :ﬁ;: .\5)e5gg.sr’n3.:05 pm.

Lance McCutcheon Austin Trammell Ben Skowronek Tennessee at L.A. Chargers, 3:25 p.m.

Cincinnati at Tampa Bay, 3:25 p.m.
NY. Giants at Washington, 7:20 p.m.

Monday's Game
G Q @ o Q G L.A. Rams at Green Bay, 7115 p.m.
Next Thursday's Game

Tyler Higbee Rob Havenstein  Coleman Shelton  Brian Allen Matt Skura AJ Arcuri Jacksonville at N.Y. Jets, 7:15 p.m.

Brycen Hopkins Oday Aboushi Bobby Evans Ty Nsekhe
STANDINGS

DEFENSE NEC AFC
East East
Team WLT Team WLT
. . Philadelphia 12 1 0  Buffalo 1030
Marquise Copeland Joﬁft]gv?lall?::ls Aaron Donald Dallas 1030  Miami 8 5 0
Washington 7 5 1 NewEngland 7 6 0
NY.Giants 7 5 1 NY. Jets 760
Derion Kendrick Jalen Ramsey North North
Robert Rochell David Long Jr. Team WLT Team WLT
Minnesota 10 3 O  Baltimore 9 4 0
Detroit 6 7 0 Cincinnati 9 4 0
GreenBay 5 8 O Cleveland 5 8 0
Chicago 3 100 Pittsburgh 5 8 0
South South
Terrell Lewis Ernest Jones Bobby Wagner Leonard Floyd Team WLT Team wiLT
Daniel Hardy Travin Howard Christian Rozeboom Michael Hoecht Tampg Bay 6 70 Tennesse.e 760
Carolina 5 8 0 Jacksonvile 5 8 0
Atlanta 5 8 0 Indianapolis 4 8 1
New Orleans 4 9 0  Houston 1T 11
West West
Team WLT Team WLT
SanFrancisco 9 4 0  KansasCity 10 3 0
| Nick Scott Seattle 7 6 0 LAChargers 7 6 0
Taylor Rapp ; Arizona 4 90 lasVegas 5 80
Russ Yeast Quentin Lake LARams 4 9 0 Demer 3 100

RETURN OF A CLASSIC “SHAWANO CLUB PILSNER

BREWED IN 1914 & NOW 2022
MASTER BREWER AARON GILLING

EXCLUSIVELY IN SHAWANO

Available at these locations
Charlies Country Market, Stubborn

seovaune Brothers Brewery, And The Stock Market

JOIN THE CLUB
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NOTEBOOK

By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

There are plenty of reasons why
the Green Bay Packers won’t reach
this year’s playoffs. First, the obvi-
ous one: They’re 5-8 and in 10th
place in the NFC standings with
four games to go. That’s too many
losses and probably not enough
games to catch up.

The defense is perhaps the most
underachieving unit in the NFL.
The special teams have been a
disappointment. Aaron Rodgers has
rarely played at his customary MVP
level.

Can a team that needed to
outscore the woeful Chicago Bears
18-0 in the fourth quarter before the
bye sweep through the Los Angeles
Rams (4-9), Miami Dolphins (8-5),
Minnesota Vikings (10-3) and De-
troit Lions (6-7)?

The defending Super Bowl-
champion Rams are huge under-
achievers, too, but new quarterback
Baker Mayfield gave them a jolt last
week.

The Dolphins are 5-1 at home
and will have a two-day rest advan-
tage.

The Vikings will have an extra
day of rest. The Lions have won
five of six.

Nonetheless, Green Bay’s come-
from-behind win at Chicago meant
it still had a pulse. Losses on Sun-
day by the New York Giants and
Seattle Seahawks, two teams ahead
of the Packers in the wild card
standings, gave added strength to
their heartbeat.

The Dallas Cowboys (10-3) have
one wild-card spot locked up but
the final two spots, held by the
Washington Commanders and Gi-
ants with their 7-5-1 records, are
within sight.

“Obviously heading into the
season, being the No. 1 seed the
last two seasons leading into this
season, a lot of high hopes,” general
manager Brian Gutekunst said last
week.

“We were certainly expected to
be competing for a championship,
and we are still in it. If we’re able
to dig our way back into this thing,
we still feel like we have the ability
to do that.”

Here are seven reasons why the
Packers can make the playoffs.

Aaron Rodgers to Christian Watson
Everyone knew Green Bay’s of-

fense would be a “work in progress”

following the offseason trade of

Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers throws a pass during the team's game against the Ten-

nessee Titans on Nov. 17 in Green Bay.

Davante Adams.

Quarterback Aaron Rodgers
used that phrase throughout train-
ing camp. Thanks to the emerge of
rookie receiver Christian Watson,

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

that progress is showing up.
Through the first nine games,
Green Bay was 27th in scoring
with 17.1 points per game. It failed
to reach 28 points in any of those

Packers defensive back Keisean Nixon, center, attempts to tackle Chicago Bears quarterback Justin Fields on a quarterback-designed run on Dec. 4 in Chicago

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

games. It’s been a different story
the last four games. With Watson
supplying eight touchdowns, Green
Bay is sixth in scoring with 27.3
points per game. It’s scored at least
28 in three of those four games.
With Aaron Jones and A.]. Dil-
lon, the Packers have been able to
run the ball for most of the season.
With the emergence of Watson,
they have the big-play passing ele-
ment that was lacking during their
first-half-of-the-season struggles.

December dominance

Under coach Matt LaFleur, the
Packers are 15-1 in regular-season
games played in December and
January.

Their lone loss came in last
year’s meaningless finale at Detroit.
Past performance isn’t indicative
of future results, as the mandatory
financial disclaimer states, but it
does show the Packers have peaked
at the right time and know how to
handle the elements.

Starting with Monday night’s
game against the Rams, the Pack-
ers will finish the season with
three of their last four at Lambeau
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Field. Last year’s playoff loss to
San Francisco was a cold reminder
that so-called Packers weather
doesn’t guarantee anything, but it
should be an advantage against the
warm-weather Rams and the great-
indoors Vikings and Lions.

Takeaways

Joe Barry’s defense ranks 21st
with 23.2 points per game. It’s all-
around bad, checking in at No. 30 in
yards per carry and No. 21 in yards
per passing attempt. It just hasn’t
played to the preseason hype with
any regularity.

However, after forcing five
turnovers in the first seven games,
Green Bay has produced 10 over the
last six games.

Sixth-place Commanders

The Commanders (7-5-1) are 6-1-
1in their last eight games. Howev-
er, they are 1-4-1 against teams with
winning records, and three of their
final four are against teams that are
at least two games over .500. That
includes a home game against the
seventh-place Giants on Sunday.
They are 25th in scoring, ranking
27th in yards per rush, 26th in yards
per pass and 27th on third down.

Remaining schedule: N.Y. Gi-

ONLINE

More Green Bay Packers news and photos can be
found online at www.newmedia-wi.com.

ants (7-5-1), at San Francisco (9-4),
Cleveland (5-8), Dallas (10-3). Total:
31-20-1 (.606).

Seventh-place Giants

The fading Giants face the
toughest finishing schedule of any
playoff contender. That stretch
began with a 48-22 loss at home to
the Eagles on Sunday.

They are 1-4-1 in their last six
games, with the victory being at
home against the dreadful Texans.
The Giants are 20th in scoring and
can’t pass the ball a lick (28th in
passing per game and 3lst in sack
percentage).

Remaining schedule: at Wash-
ington (7-5-1), at Minnesota (10-3),
Indianapolis (4-8-1), at Philadelphia
(12-1). Total: 33-17-2 (.654).

Eighth-place Seahawks

The Seahawks lost at home to
Carolina on Sunday, their third
loss in four games and a potentially
fatal blow to their playoff chances
considering they face the rampag-
ing 49ers this week and travel to
the powerhouse Chiefs next week.

(ORRBSRONDENINS

Correspondents serve as extra eyes and ears in the
community to keep readers informed about all aspects
of the place they call home, supplementing NEW
Media’s print and online products. Self-starting writers
and photographers work on a freelance basis. Currently,
we have the following available:
* Oconto County correspondent needed to cover
community events and tell feature stories in
Gillett, Oconto Falls, Lena and Suring.
* Western Shawano County correspondent
needed to tell feature stories and cover
events in Wittenberg, Birnamwood, Tigerton,

Aniwa, Mattoon and Bowler.

* Menominee County correspondent needed
to cover events and tell feature stories on the

Menominee Reservation.

* The sports editor needs correspondents

to write about high school sporting
events and take photos in Shawano,
Menominee and/or Oconto counties.

Send a cover letter detailing your writing
and photography experience and your
fees, along with any clips you might
have, to news@newmedia-wi.com. Put
“Correspondent” in the header.

While they play three of their last
four at home, they’re only 6-8 in
Seattle the last two years. Interest-
ingly, the NFC South doesn’t have a
single team with a winning record,
but the Seahawks went 0-4 against
that division.

Remaining schedule: San Fran-
cisco (9-4), at Kansas City (10-3),
N.Y. Jets (7-6), L.A. Rams (4-9).
Total: 30-22 (.577).

Ninth-place Lions

Starting with their week nine
victory over Green Bay, the Lions
are 5-1 in their last six games with

their only loss coming on Thanks-
giving against the juggernaut Bills.
They are coming off a huge win
over Minnesota.

While the Lions allowed Kirk
Cousins to throw for 425 yards,
including 223 to Justin Jefferson,
Dalvin Cook was limited to 23 yards
on 15 carries. Can a young team
like the Lions finish the job despite
finishing with three road games,
including the finale at Lambeau?

Remaining schedule: at N.Y. Jets
(7-6), at Carolina (5-8), Chicago (3-
10), at Green Bay (5-8). Total: 20-32
(.385).
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KEYS TO THE GAME

By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

The Green Bay Packers (5-8) will
host the Los Angeles Rams (4-9) at
7:15 p.m. on Monday at Lambeau Field
in Green Bay. ESPN will televise the
game.

History

In a series that dates to 1937, when
the Packers trounced the Cleveland
Rams 35-10, Green Bay holds a 48-47-2
lead. That includes wins at Lambeau
Field in the 2021 regular season and
2020 playoffs.

In last year’s 36-28 victory, Green
Bay pulled away in the third quarter
behind a 5-yard touchdown reception
by A.J. Dillon and a 33-yard pick-six by
Rasul Douglas.

Coaches

Green Bay — Matt LaFleur, 44-18,
fourth season. Los Angeles — Sean
McVay, 59-35, sixth season.

When the Packers have the ball

The Los Angeles defense was the
driving force behind its win in last
year’s Super Bowl. Not this year.

The Rams are 16th with 22.8
points allowed per game. They are a
powerhouse against the run, ranking
fourth with 3.98 yards per carry, and
in the red zone, with a second-ranked
touchdown rate of 41.5%. However, it’s
22nd in passing per play, 23rd in sack
percentage and 23rd on third down.
During a six-game losing streak it
snapped last week, the Rams allowed
26-plus points five times.

The key to the game will be the
status of All-Pro defensive tackle
Aaron Donald. He was inactive for last
Thursday’s victory over the Raiders
due to a high-ankle sprain. He could
return this week.

Donald is one of the greatest
defensive linemen in NFL history. A
Pro Bowler in each of his first eight
seasons and an All-Pro the past seven,
Donald ranks sixth among active play-
ers with 103 sacks. His streak of five
consecutive seasons with 10-plus sacks
is in jeopardy as he has only five in 11
games this year. Nonetheless, he leads
all interior defenders in PFF’s pass-
rush win rate. He paces the team with
10 tackles for losses.

Greg Gaines and Marquise Cope-
land join Donald on the defensive line
of the Rams’ 3-4 alignment. Gaines has
three sacks.

Leonard Floyd and Terrell Lewis
are the outside linebackers. Floyd, who
had a combined 20 sacks the past two
seasons, has five sacks and a team-high
12 quarterback hits. With one sack,

Green Bay Packers running back A.J. Dillon, left, tries to keep his footing on a run against the Philadel-
phia Eagles on Nov. 27 in Philadelphia. GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

Lewis generally rushes from the right
side. That means a matchup against
Green Bay’s left tackle — perhaps Zach
Tom with David Bakhtiari coming off

an appendectomy.

Perennial All-Pro Bobby Wag-
ner and Ernest Jones are the inside
linebackers. Wagner, the longtime

Packers cornerback Rasul Douglas holds on to Bears running back David Montgomery as he looks for a short gain on Dec. 4 in Chicago.

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

Seahawks star, has been fabulous with
111 tackles, five sacks, seven tackles for
losses and four passes defensed. Jones
is no slouch with 93 tackles.

At cornerback, All-Pro Jalen
Ramsey is joined by Troy Hill. In
nickel, Hill moves to the slot and
fourth-round rookie Cobie Durant
enters at corner. Ramsey, with one
interception and 11 passes defensed,
has been unusually vulnerable.

According to PFF, he’s allowed a
68.7% catch rate and a league-high
seven touchdowns. However, he
helped limit Davante Adams to only
three catches in his last game. Ramsey,
the esteemed veteran, vs. the explosive
Christian Watson would be a riveting
matchup.

Taylor Rapp and Nick Scott are the
safeties. Scott has two interceptions,
five passes defensed and two forced
fumbles. Rapp had a career-high four
interceptions last year but only one
this year.

When the Rams have the ball

When the Rams won the Super
Bowl last year, the key to the offense
was quarterback Matthew Stafford
throwing passes to unstoppable re-



FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2022 « NEW MEDIA * www.newmedia-wi.com * PAGE 13

ceiver Cooper Kupp. Both players are
on injured reserve. Stafford is out for
the season with a neck injury.

Kupp — who topped 100 yards
in five of his first eight games — is
eligible to come off injured reserve this
week following ankle surgery, but that
seems unlikely given the state of the
Rams’ season.

The Rams last week claimed quar-
terback Baker Mayfield off waivers. A
few days later, he came off the bench
to lead a come-from-behind victory
over the Raiders by guiding a game-
winning, 98-yard touchdown drive.
He was 22-0f-35 passing for 230 yards
and one touchdown. The last time
Mayfield came to Green Bay was as a
member of the Browns last year. On
Christmas, he handed the Packers four
interceptions.

“I used to not necessarily complain
about the fact that I had that many
different offensive systems and hav-
ing to learn that, but it came in handy
when having to learn a crash course
and being able to relate certain things,”
Mayfield said.

With Kupp and Allen Robinson
on injured reserve, Van Jefferson,

Ben Skowronek and Tutu Atwell are
the primary receivers. Skowronek,
who fills the Allen Lazard role, has

38 receptions for 373 yards and zero
touchdowns. Jefferson has 13 grabs for

180 yards and three touchdowns in
seven games and pint-sized but rocket-
fast Atwell has 11 catches for 237 yards,
including a 62-yard touchdown.

Tight end Tyler Higbee has 52
catches for 455 yards but just four
receptions for 25 yards without Kupp
the last three games.

Cam Akers is the leading rusher
with only 376 yards on a 3.3 average.
He hasn’t had a run of longer than 15
yards this season, but Green Bay’s run
defense has been mostly horrendous.

The offensive line consists of left
tackle Ty Nsehke, left guard Matt
Skura, center Brian Allen, right guard
Coleman Shelton and former Wiscon-
sin star Rob Havenstein at right tackle.

Special teams

In Football Outsiders’ rankings, Los
Angeles is 22nd and Green Bay is 30th.

Matt Gay is 19-of-21 on field goals,
including 4-of-6 from 50-plus yards.
He’s got a big-time leg; opponents
have returned only nine kickoffs.

Riley Dixon has excellent averages
of 49.6 yards (gross) and 42.2 yards
(net). He’s had two blocked, should
Packers coordinator Rich Bisaccia
want to attack.

Receiver Brandon Powell handles
both phases of returns, with averages
of 20.4 yards on kickoffs and 7.1 yards
on punts.

Vews Reporrer

NEW Media has an opening for a full-time news reporter.
Reporters cover local government and community events
throughout Shawano, Menominee and Oconto counties,
write human interest feature stories and occasionally
generate enterprise projects for our online and
print products. Applicants must be passionate
about both writing and photography, be able to
connect with readers, and must be a self-starter
with good organizational skills who thinks
about digital first. Applicants must be able
to work some nights and weekends. We offer
competitive pay rates. Copy editing, shooting
video and page layout experience is a plus.
Ability to use Adobe programs like Photoshop
and InDesign is essential. Experience using
web content management systems and
social media helpful. Anyone with experience
covering agriculture and/or Native American
tribes will move to the front of the line. NEW
Media is an equal opportunity employer.

Send a cover letter with
salary expectations, resume
and four to six clips/links to

news@newmedia-wi.com.
Put “Reporter” in the header.
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Q&A WITH INNIS GAINES

By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

After suffering season-ending ACL
injuries at TCU in 2018 and 2019, Innis
Gaines went undrafted and unsigned
in 2020. Because of the injury, his only
NFL opportunity was a late-season try-
out with the Packers, who signed him
to a futures deal after the 2020 season.

After spending the 2021 season on
the practice squad, Gaines might have
made the roster this year if not for a
hamstring injury that led to his release
with an injury settlement.

The Packers signed him to the prac-
tice squad on Oct. 18 and promoted
him to the 53-man roster on Nov. 29.

Q: What was that moment like
when you got the call that you
were being promoted?

A: It was a long time coming. I saw
the Lambeau number calling me and
I was like, ‘Yep, it feels like it’s about
that time.” I felt like I had a good game,
felt like I've been doing hard work
on the practice team, giving my best
effort. Had two good training camps —
had unfortunate injuries at the end of
them. So, I felt like it was about time.

Q: You were a safety in 2021 and
spent a lot of this summer in the
slot. Did you feel good about your

chances until the injury?

A: Yeah, I felt really good in train-
ing camp. I was doing good on special
teams and getting a lot of good reps
in the slot and at safety to show my
versatility. So, I felt good about my
chances until I had an unfortunate
injury that set me back.

Q: Who was the first person you
told?

A: The first person I told was my
girlfriend. I called her instantly and let
her know the good news.

Q: Thinking back to our Zoom
call with you last year, your story
is pretty incredible. What has this
journey been like?

A:DoorDash ...

Q: Exactly. You delivered food
for DoorDash while rehabbing the
knee and now you’re on an NFL
roster. That’s a heck of a story.

A: Man, it’s crazy. I tell the story
to people and they don’t believe it.

It’s hard for me to believe sometimes,
knowing the ACL tears back-to-back in
college, had to sit out a year, didn’t get
a workout until almost the end of the
year with the Packers.

That turned out to be the best
workout of my life. Saved my career.
It’s been a hard journey. I had to keep
persevering through the lows and

highs to prove that I really belonged
here.

Q: What did you do after the
Packers released you in August?

A:Irehabbed here at Bellin. The
Packers helped me rehab here with
the doctors here. I stayed and watched
some Packers football until it was
time for me to get my call back. Week
seven was the time period of my injury
settlement. They said they’d take me
back if I was still available and they
kept their word.

Q: So, never a doubt that yow’d
be back?

A: Oh, yeah. For sure. I felt like I
left a good mark in training camp to
where they had high hopes for me. I
felt like this was my best bet. If any
team wanted me, the Packers were my
best bet.

Q: Have you ever ordered from
DoorDash?

A: Plenty of times. I leave great tips
now for the times I didn’t get any tips.

Q: So, what’s a good tip for rook-
ies like me?

A: They give you a set marker, like
a $3 tip automatically. I usually raise
it two or three bucks. Whatever they
tell you to do, I raise it a couple more
bucks because I know how hard they
work. Whatever it says, I do a little

more. I don’t do $20 every time; 'm
not rich yet.

Q: While you’ve been playing
only on special teams, coach Matt
LaFleur mentioned your potential
on defense. What does that mean
to you?

A:T'm glad he said that about me. I
worked my ass off to prove that I can
play defense, too. It’s hard being an
undrafted guy. You've got to earn the
trust of everybody. I proved to myself
over the past year-and-a-half that I can
play slot, I can play safety.

I have a high football IQ. I can see
the whole field. That helps to show the
coaches that I can do everything. So,
that makes me feel wonderful.

Q: When I asked him, I called
you Innis. He looked at me like I
had a third eye.

A: Nobody calls me Innis.

Q: Where did ‘Thump’ come
from?

A: Tt originated my junior year of
high school. My mentor/coach, Patrick
Fischer, he gave me that name. He
said, “You need something that’s going
to catch on with the media, catch on to
people, because it’s time to get offers.’
It originated with Thump-Thump
but it shaved down to Thump as guys
started saying it more and more.
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