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MOST WINS IN
NFL HISTORY

Packers have won eight
straight against Chicago
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Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers salutes the crowd after the team topped the Chicago Bears on Dec. 4 in Chicago. GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
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Packers beat Bears, take over all-time wins lead

Rodgers salutes
Soldier Field
in possible last
game at Chicago

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

A win over the Chicago Bears
pushes the Green Bay Packers to the
winningest franchise in NFL history.

The first matchup in this storied
rivalry came in 1921, when the then-
Chicago Staleys (a name that would
change to the Bears a year later) shut
out the Packers 20-0 on the back of
a 45-yard touchdown run from Pete
Stinchcomb.

Since that game, the rivalry has
evolved to include such NFL Hall
of Fame players as Walter Payton,
Ray Nitschke, Gale Sayers and Brett
Favre. While players and champion-
ships come and go, one thing has
remained constant in the rivalry —
Chicago holding the record for most
all-time wins in NFL history.

In the offseason, many pointed
at the week two matchup between
the teams as the game where Green
Bay could pass Chicago in all-time
wins. Since Chicago won its week
one matchup against San Francisco
and the Packers lost their week one
matchup to Minnesota, that an-
ticipated matchup was delayed. In a
divine circumstance, the teams came
together in week 13, tied in the all-
time NFL win column.

Winning this game puts the Pack-
ers at No. 1 all-time in wins, with 787.
This is the first time since 1920 that
the Bears have not held the record
for the most wins — another NFL
history-defining chapter in this sto-
ried rivalry.

“That’s a pretty cool deal for us to
be the all-time winningest franchise,”
said Green Bay Packers head coach
Matt LaFleur.

Since games continue to be
played, this record is not set in stone
for Green Bay, and Chicago has a
chance to reclaim its spot atop the
list in two weeks. Over the next two
weeks, Green Bay is on bye and then
hosts the Los Angeles Rams at home
on Monday night.

The Bears, on the other hand,
have a bit more difficult schedule as
they match up with Philadelphia, fol-
lowed by Buffalo. While this record

Green Bay Packers defensive lineman Dean Lowry, left, and Kenny Clark celebrate during the team's win over the Chicago Bears on Dec. 4 in Chicago.

may change a couple times over the
course of the rest of the season, one
thing hasn’t changed — Aaron Rodg-
ers owning the Chicago Bears.

In what could be his last appear-
ance at Soldier Field, Rodgers saluted
the crowd as he walked off the field
with his 24-5 career record against
the Bears. In those 29 games, Rodg-
ers has thrown for 6,695 yards (230.9
per game), 64 touchdowns (2.2 per
game) and only 10 interceptions (0.3
per game).

“Right now, we’ve flipped the
all-time series. We’ve flipped the all-
time wins,” said Rodgers. “I've had a
lot of success against them, so I think
in a few years, you look back and you
feel pretty good about your contribu-
tions to the rivalry.”

Rodgers’ contributions to rivalry
have been more than plentiful, as he
has hooked up with receivers Randall
Cobb, Davante Adams and Jordy
Nelson on numerous occasions. A

newcomer seems to have emerged
into that list in Christian Watson.

Now, it’s probably not likely that
Rodgers is going to spend as much
time with Watson against the Bears
as the other four players, but in the
two games that Watson has played
against Chicago, he has recorded 57
receiving yards, 46 rushing yards and
two combined touchdowns.

“I definitely had a feel for it —
just the intensity of the game. I felt
it from the first drive,” said Watson,
on what it feels like to play in this
rivalry. “Obviously, you feel the fight
every single play, and I mean it’s
exciting to get any win, but it’s defi-
nitely (exciting) to get a win against
the Bears and a win against an NFC
North opponent.”

In a disappointing season for
Green Bay, Rodgers and the Packers
proved that they still own the Bears,
beating them twice. While Chicago
was able to build such a strong lead
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in the win column through the 1940s,
’50s, ’70s and ’80s, Favre and Rodg-
ers have done more than enough to
swing the rivalry back in Green Bay’s
favor.

Overall, the record between the
two storied franchises is 105-95.
With Chicago seemingly finding its
next franchise quarterback in Justin
Fields, the Packers may need to act
quickly after Rodgers inevitably
retires.

Does that include Jordan Love, or
do the Packers go a different route?
Nobody really knows the answer to
that, and it may not be known for the
next couple of years.

What is known, though, is that the
Packers are 10 games ahead in the
head-to-head record and at the top of
the all-time wins list, something no
team other than Chicago has accom-
plished since 1920.

Ireimer@newmedia-wi.com
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PACKERS ROSTER

Active
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Mason Crosby
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Quay Walker
Christian Watson
Jordan Love
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Allen Lazard
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Auburn
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South Carolina
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Boston College
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Wake Forest
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South Carolina
Georgia Tech
Boston College
Minnesota
Penn State
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Virginia Tech
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Michigan

78 Luke Tenuta
81 Josiah Deguara
83 Samori Toure
84 Tyler Davis

85 Robert Tonyan
87 Romeo Doubs
89 Marcedes Lewis
90 Jarran Reed

91 Preston Smith
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94 Dean Lowry
95 Devonte Wyatt
97 Kenny Clark
99 Jonathan Ford
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21 Eric Stokes
40 Tipa Galeai

52 Rashan Gary
67 Jake Hanson

Reserve/Non-Football lliness

72 Caleb Jones

Reserve/Suspended by Commissioner

75 Sean Rhyan
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17 Ramiz Ahmed
19 Danny Etling

27 Patrick Taylor
34 Micah Abernathy
39 Tyler Goodson
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PACKERS DEPTH CHART

OFFENSE

Aaron Rodgers
Jordan Love

o

Aaron Jones
A.). Dillon
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=

Christian Watson

Sammy Watkins

Marcedes Lewis Yosh Nijman Jon Runyan Josh Myers  Elgton Jenkins
Robert Tonyan ~ Rasheed Walker ~ Royce Newman  Zach Tom

Royce Newman

SCHEDULE

FYI Thursday’s Games
Rosters and depth charts are accurate as of Las Vege:s at LA Rams, 715 pm.
Sunday's Games
Dec. 4,9:25 p.m.

NY. Jets at Buffalo, noon

Cleveland at Cincinnati, noon

Houston at Dallas, noon

Minnesota at Detroit, noon

Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants, noon
Baltimore at Pittsburgh, noon
Jacksonville at Tennessee, noon

Kansas City at Denver, 3:05 p.m.
Carolina at Seattle, 3:25 p.m.

Tampa Bay at San Francisco, 3:25 p.m.
Miami at L.A. Chargers, 7:20 p.m.
Monday's Games

New England at Arizona, 7:15 p.m.
Teams on byes: Atlanta, Chicago, Green Bay,
Indianapolis, New Orleans, Washington.
Next Thursday's Games

San Francisco at Seattle, 7:15 p.m.

STANDINGS

=

Randall Cobb
Samori Toure

=

Allen Lazard
Romeo Doubs

David Bakhtiari
Zach Tom

DEFENSE NFC AFC
East East
u u u Team WL T Team WLT
Dean Lowry Kenny Clark Jarran Reed Philadelphia 1110 BL!ffaI'o 230
Devonte Wyatt T.J. Slaton Devonte Wyatt zaY"Zsiants 3 i ]0 h/llya [JT:ts g g 8
u u Washington 7 5 1 NewEngland 6 6 0
Rasul Douglas Jaire Alexander North North
Shemar Jean-Charles Keisean Nixon Team WLT Team WLT
Minnesota 10 2 O  Baltimore 8 4 0
Detroit 5 7 0 Cincinnati 8 4 0
GreenBay 5 8 O Cleveland 5 7 0
. . B Chicago 3 10 0  Pittsburgh 5 7 0
w u u w South South
Preston Smith De'Vondre Campbell Quay Walker Kingsley Enagbare Team WLT Team wLr
Jonathan Garvin Isaiah McDuffie Krys Barnes Justin Hollins TampaBay 6 6 0 Ten.nessee. 750
Atlanta 5 8 0 Indianapolis 4 8 1
Carolina 4 8 0 Jacksonville 4 8 0O
New Orleans 4 9 0  Houston 1 101
West West
Team WLT Team WLT
v U SanFrancisco 8 4 0  KansasCity 9 3 0
NS~
Dallin Leavitt Rudy Ford LARams 3 9 0 Denve:g 390

RETURN OF A CLASSIC

STUBBORN BROTHERS BREWERY

SHAWANO CLUB PILSNER

BREWED IN 1914 & NOW 2022
MASTER BREWER AARON GILLING

EXCLUSIVELY IN SHAWANO

Available at these locations
Charlies Country Market, Stubborn

Brothers Brewery, And The Stock Market

JOIN THE CLUB

————
AARON GILLING
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NOTEBOOK

By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

Receiver room revamped

The offseason trade of Davante
Adams played a big role in the
colossal disappointment that has
been the Green Bay Packers’ 2022
season. How general manager Brian
Gutekunst replaced Adams could
play a big role in the franchise’s
quick rebound.

Second-round pick Christian
Watson leads all NFL rookies
with nine touchdowns, includ-
ing seven touchdown receptions,
on the strength of an astounding
four-game stretch of eight touch-
downs. Fourth-round pick Romeo
Doubs showed plenty of promise
before suffering an ankle injury
that’s essentially cost him the last
five games. And, in a smattering of
snaps, seventh-round pick Samori
Toure has delivered a couple big
plays.

“I’'m very high on those guys’
ceilings and what they could do as a
group,” Gutekunst said Monday.

Watson has taken the league
by storm in one of the most in-
credible turnarounds imaginable.
He infamously dropped a 75-yard
touchdown at Minnesota on his first
NFL snap in week one. Hamstring
issues and a concussion limited
him to only 81 snaps the next eight
weeks. His season appeared to be
going from bad to worse when he
dropped his first two targets against
Dallas in week 10.

And then came the play that
changed everything, a 58-yard
touchdown pass that jumpstarted
Green Bay’s upset win over the
Cowboys. He scored three touch-
downs vs. Dallas, two vs. Tennes-
see, one vs. Philadelphia and two
vs. Chicago. His eight touchdowns
in four games tied Randy Moss’
NFL record for most touchdowns
in a four-game span by a rookie
receiver.

“You’ve got to give that kid a lot
of credit because, obviously, the
way the season started, going into
camp with the (knee) surgery and
then having to miss that time and
falling behind because of different
injuries and stuff,” Gutekunst said.
“I think a lot of guys, that would’ve
been it, right? ‘Hey, let’s get to the
next season and see how it goes.’

“But I give him a lot of credit for
not losing faith and not losing his
work ethic because, when the op-
portunities presented themselves,
he’s made the most of them. I think
the thing I'm most proud about

Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers points to the sideline during the win over the Chicago

Bears on Dec. 4 in Chicago.

with Christian right now is he re-
ally has a desire to be great and
he’s not walking around here like
he’s arrived in any way. I think he
truly wants to be the best version
of himself that he can be, and he
knows there’s still a lot of work out
there for him.”

Gutekunst rolled the dice on
Watson in this year’s draft. With six
receivers off the board in the top 20
picks, he used his first-round picks
on linebacker Quay Walker and
defensive tackle Devonte Wyatt.

At the start of day two of the draft,

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

he didn’t just trade his two second-
round picks to select Watson. He
traded his second-round picks to
the rival Minnesota Vikings.

It’s one thing to make a trade.
It’s another to make a trade with a
division foe. Imagine the outcry had
Watson been a Year 1 bust while
the Vikings got a couple stars.
Instead, Watson looks like a future
star.

“I always have a sigh of re-
lief when our players do well,”
Gutekunst said. “I'm not really
looking back on all that. I'm just

really happy for the player and for
Christian. He’s done a heck of a job
on his own, fighting through some
of these things and just being pre-
pared for his opportunities. It’s not
easy making it in this league, espe-
cially as a young player and coming
in with a quarterback who has a
standard that is so high. Those guys
have been fighting really hard to get
to that standard, and to see it come
to the other side of it is really nice
to see.”

There’s definitely more room for
growth. Despite practically taking
up residency in the end zone, he’s
only caught 15-of-26 targets the
past four games. The Packers have
to find ways to get the ball into the
hands of the rookie with rocket
speed and suddenly sure hands.

“Obviously, you want to get your
playmakers the ball, and he’s done
a great job when we’ve gotten him
the ball of making some big-time
plays,” coach Matt LaFleur said.
“We’ll continue to look, and I think
right now is a great time for us to
look at different ways that you can
potentially get him the ball, wheth-
er it’s on those jet sweeps and what
else we can build off of that.

“But he is an explosive player,
no doubt about it. You’ve seen it
two weeks in a row where he just
outruns everybody. He’s a guy that
you want to give as many opportu-
nities to as possible.”

No regrets

This past offseason, Gutekunst
could have gone one of two ways.
One, he could give quarterback
Aaron Rodgers a contract extension
to free up salary cap space to make
additional moves to fortify a roster
that reached NFC Championship
Games in 2019 and 2020 and was
the No. 1 seed in 2020 and 2021. Or,
he could have traded Rodgers and
moved forward with Jordan Love.

Gutekunst went with the first
option. Going about as all-in as
possible by kicking tens of millions
of cap dollars into future seasons
so he could re-sign linebacker
De’Vondre Campbell and corner-
back Rasul Douglas and add a few
veterans, the Packers seem destined
to miss the playoffs after an unprec-
edented three consecutive seasons
of 13-plus wins.

“No regrets. Not at all,”
Gutekunst said. “Obviously, head-
ing into the season, being the No.

1 seed the last two seasons leading
into this season, a lot of high hopes.

“We were certainly expected to
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be competing for a championship,
and we are still in it. If we’re able
to dig our way back into this thing,
we still feel like we have the ability
to do that. But this season has not
gone as we expected. But I think
back then when we made those de-
cisions, certainly, we were looking
at a different outcome right now.”

Will Bakhtiari be back?

When the Packers signed David
Bakhtiari to a four-year, $92 million
contract extension in November
2020, it was a reward to a player
who was on his way to first-team
All-Pro honors for the second time
in his career.

About six weeks later, Bakhtiari
suffered a torn ACL at practice.
The injury not only derailed Green
Bay’s run to the Super Bowl but
it derailed his brilliant career. He
missed almost all of the 2021 season
and the start of the 2022 season.
When he’s played, he’s been great.
But the knee remains the great un-
known. He was a part-time player
against the Giants and Lions and a
surprise inactive against the Com-
manders.

Moving forward, Bakhtiari has
cap charges of $29 million in 2023
and $33 million in 2024. The Pack-
ers could move on this offseason

Green Bay Packers cornerback Jaire Alexander, right, gets beat on a deep pass during the game against the Chicago Bears on Dec. 4 in Chicago.
GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

and create some cap space; he’s due  behind him. snakebit with the appendectomy

a $9.5 million roster bonus on the Gutekunst wouldn’t tip his hand  (before the Chicago game) and
third-day of the 2023 league year. on which way he was leaning. what he’s going through right now,”
Or, they could roll the dice with a “I thought he played really, Gutekunst said. “But he’s playing at
premier player at a premium posi- really well, and (the knee) was a very, very high level. Left tackles

tion with the belief that the worst is  holding up really well, and then just don’t grow on trees.”
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Love debate heats up as season slips away
With playoff chances dwindling, will team make QB switch?

By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

With a broken thumb, Aaron
Rodgers continued to start at quar-
terback for the Green Bay Packers.
With injured ribs, Rodgers started
at Chicago.

If/when the Packers are elimi-
nated from the NFC playoff race
— they’re hanging on by a whisker
with a 5-8 record entering their
week 14 bye — the Packers could
make a call to the bullpen to Jordan
Love.

Does Love need to play?

Would it be nice for Love to
play?

Will Love play?

General manager Brian
Gutekunst, speaking on Dec.5
during his mandatory, once-per-
regular-season news conference,
addressed each of those questions.

First, it’s the narrative that Love
needs to play to show the Packers
what he can do both in terms of
being the long-term successor at
quarterback and for activating the
fifth-year option on his contract, a
$19.8 million decision that must be
made by May 1.

The team’s controversial first-
round pick in 2020, Love has gotten
substantial playing time in three
games in three seasons.

He struggled in a regular-season
start at Kansas City when Rodgers
was out with COVID in 2021. He
struggled while playing with mostly
backups in the 2021 finale at De-
troit. And he was sharp in relief of
Rodgers during the fourth quarter
at Philadelphia last month, when
he led the team to 10 points in two
possessions.

That’s not much playing time,
but three years of behind-the-
scenes work carries a lot of weight
in the long-term projection.

“We’re really pleased with his
progression and what he’s been
able to do,” Gutekunst said. “I think
that it would be really good for
him, the growth that you need to go
through, seeing things for the first
time, making those mistakes that
you need to make. But I think from
our end of it, we’ve seen what we
need to see.”

If that sounds like nonsense —
can the team really have a strong
belief in a player one way or the
other without significant playing

Green Bay Packers backup quarterback Jordan Love, left, looks for an open receiver as Philadelphia Eagles pass rusher Brandon Graham looks for a sack in a
matchup between the two teams in Philadelphia on Nov. 27.

time? — that was the consensus of
three personnel executives who
talked to Sports Illustrated’s Packer
Central.

“I"d say that, yes, you’d have
some sense of whether a guy has
‘it’ by then or not,” one of them
said. “Three years is a good length
of time to have a body of work to
observe/make a judgment on that.
Especially at that position, see-
ing how he operates daily, how he
interacts with guys on and off the

field, how locked in he is during
practice and also how successful he
is against the starters while running
the scout team.”

That doesn’t mean there
wouldn’t be upside to getting Love
in the lineup. There’s no substitute
for experience and handling situ-
ations in the heat of the moment.
The Packers, for instance, knew
Rodgers was going to be a success-
ful starter before he replaced an in-
jured Brett Favre at Dallas in 2007.

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

Rodgers had and up-and-down
first season as a starter in 2008 be-
fore leading the team to the playoffs
in 2009, winning the Super Bowl in
2010 and winning his first MVP in
2011.

“Obviously, we’ve seen him for
three years in practice and do-
ing the things that he’s doing,”
Gutekunst said. “I think there was
a stretch here while Aaron’s been
banged up where he’s had a lot of
reps with the 1s, which was great
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for him. I think it was great for us
to see, but it was also just really,
really good for him to experience
game-planning each week.

“I think quarterbacks got to get
into this league, play a bunch of
games before they learn how to
win, but I do think we feel very
confident that Jordan can move the
ball, score points and do the things
that we ask of our quarterbacks.”

Presumably, Rodgers will be in
the starting lineup next Monday

night against the Los Angeles Rams.

After winning again at Chicago

on Sunday, he said the thumb was
“close to being a nonissue” and the
ribs will be “close” to healed fol-
lowing the bye.

But if the Packers lose that game
and are officially knocked out of the
playoff race, will it be time to give
Love those meaningful reps for the
final games at Miami on Christmas
and at home against Minnesota and
Detroit to close the season?

Rodgers has said he’d be willing
to step aside “without any bitter-
ness or resentment.”

Gutekunst, however, wasn’t
ready to say Love would get those
opportunities.

“I think obviously if we get to
that point, we’ll kind of look at
those things,” he said.

2021

ONLINE

More Green Bay Packers news and photos can be
found at www.newmedia-wi.com.

“But I think no matter even if
we’re eliminated from the play-
offs which it wouldn’t be ideal,
we’re going to still go out to win
the game, and I think that’s really
important. There’s a bunch of guys
in that locker room that deserve
that, so we’re going to go out to win
the game and we’re going to make
the decisions that are in the best
interests of us going and winning
the game.”

Would Gutekunst like to see
Love go win a game?

“Sure,” he responded. “I mean
whoever’s playing, you know what
I mean? It’s one of those things, it’s
as long as I think whoever gives
us the best chance to win needs to
be out there. It’s only fair to this
locker room. That’s the way I feel
about it. I think Matt (LaFleur)
feels the same.

“Again, there’s always kind of
different ways to look at things, but
football’s a little bit different game
than some others, so we’ll make
those decisions when we get there
and what’s best for the football
team and going out and winning
those games.”

2021
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Q&A WITH CHRISTIAN WATSON

By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

Having traded Davante Adams,
the Packers entered the 2022 NFL
Draft in dire need of an impact
receiver. Early in the second round,
general manager Brian Gutekunst
sent his two second-round picks,
Nos. 53 and 59, to Minnesota in
exchange for pick No. 34, which he
used on Watson.

After dropping a 75-yard touch-
down pass on his first NFL snap
and playing only 81 snaps the next
eight games due to injuries, Watson
has scored eight touchdowns the
last four weeks — tied with Hall
of Famer Randy Moss for most in
NFL history by a rookie receiver.
After scoring two touchdowns at
Chicago, here was his postgame
interview.

Q: You caught the touch-
down pass on fourth down. Even
though you missed so much time,
do you feel like you have chem-
istry with Aaron Rodgers?

A: For sure. For sure. I think the
more reps I get with 12, the better
that chemistry gets. I've got a ways
to go personally, in terms of getting
to the level that I want to be at, to be
able to connect with 12 even more,
but I'm still a work in progress.

Q: Do you feel unstoppable?
Not every play but that you’re
too talented to be stopped for
too long?

A: I think that’s my mindset, for
sure. That’s the mentality everyone
has to have, honestly, when they’re
out there. When you’re going every
single play, it’s a one-on-one be-
tween you and the man across from
you. So, I think that’s the mental-
ity everyone has out there, and it’s
definitely the mentality I have, for
sure.

Q: Have you thought about
what your numbers might be and
where this team would be if not
for the injuries?

A: Obviously, there’s what ifs
and stuff like that, but I can’t pre-
dict any of that. I think that God
had a plan for me and it’s working
out just the way he planned.

Q: You got bragging rights
over the Bears. Do you have a
feel for the rivalry?

A: For sure. I definitely had a
feel for it and just the intensity
of the game. I felt it from the first
drive. Obviously, you feel the fight
every single play, and I mean, it’s
exciting to get any win, but it’s defi-
nitely exciting to get a win against
the Bears and get a win against an

Green Bay Packers receiver Christian Watson carries the ball during a win over the Chicago Bears on Dec. 4 in Chicago.

NFC North opponent.

Q: What’s the feeling of taking
the all-time NFL lead with 787
wins?

A: It’s exciting. I can only speak
for myself but I truly feel blessed to
be part of an organization like the
Green Bay Packers. Regardless of
how the season so far has gone for
us, 'm just happy to be part of this
organization.

Q: Can you take us through
the jet-sweep touchdown? You
got past Sammy Watkins and he
started celebrating. What’s that
feeling like?

A: Yeah, to be honest, if I see
nothing in front of me, it’s looking
pretty good. Honestly, that’s exact-
ly what I saw: I saw no one. I saw
the corner go in with Sammy on his
little crack block and I knew if the
corner’s not coming off there’s no
one that’s going to make the play
from the inside.

Q: Was your leap into the end
zone planned?

A: No, actually, that was not

planned at all and, when I was in
midair, I had no clue what I was
doing. So, I’'ve got to come up with
something beforehand if 'm going
to do something like that because
that was definitely not what I was
trying to do or planned on doing.

Q: The last four games, you’ve
had 17 touches and eight touch-
downs. Have you ever had a
stretch like that?

A: T have not. I have not. Not
even close, honestly. Obviously,
having a run-first team in college,
we weren’t relying as much on the
pass game as we were the run game
in college. So, it wasn’t expected
of me nor were the opportunities
always present. But I'm just doing
what I can with the opportunities
when they come.

Q: Entering the draft, some
scouts thought you were really
talented but really raw. Have
you improved that much during
your time or were you pegged
as being rawer than you actually
were?
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AT A GLANCE

Number: 9

Age: 23

Season: Rookie

Position: Wide receiver
College: North Dakota State

A: 1 think I was definitely pegged
as being rawer than I truly was. I
definitely feel like I have a lot of
growth, a lot of potential, as well.

I was in an offense that was really
successful at what we did and, if

I only needed to run three or four
routes for us to be successful and
win championships in college, then
that’s exactly what we were going
to do.

But I think there was a lot that
scouts or anyone who turned on
the tape wasn’t able to see out of
me just because we didn’t need
to do that to be successful. So, I
think I’ve been able to continue to
prove that I can do more and more
than people thought I could do,
but I think there’s a lot of room for
growth, as well.
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Rodgers, Packers rally in 4th quarter to beat Bears

Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers scrambles during a win over the Chicago Bears on Dec.

4 in Chicago.
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Green Bay Packers running back A.J. Dillon runs with the ball during a game against the Chicago Bears

on Dec. 4 in Chicago.
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Watson scores 2
more touchdowns

By ANDREW SELIGMAN
The Associated Press

Aaron Rodgers figured the Green
Bay Packers were in a good spot
and would find a way to pull out the
win. Given his history against the
Chicago Bears, it wasn’t exactly a
big leap of faith.

Rodgers led three fourth-quarter
scoring drives, receiver Christian
Watson took an end-around 46
yards for a touchdown in the clos-
ing minutes after Jaire Alexander
intercepted Justin Fields, and Green
Bay rallied to beat Chicago 28-19 on
Dec. 4 in Chicago.

The Packers (5-8) looked like
they were on their way to another
loss after dropping seven of eight.
They trailed by 13 in the second
quarter and were down 19-10
through three before before out-
scoring Chicago 18-0 in the fourth
on the way to their eighth straight
win over their rival.

The Bears (3-10) lost their sixth
game in a row.

“There was probably a lot of
people that felt good at 19-10,” Rod-
gers said. “So did 1.”

AJ Dillon ran for a 21-yard
touchdown in the opening minute
of the fourth. Mason Crosby kicked
a 32-yard field goal to give Green
Bay a 20-19 lead with just under
five minutes left after Chicago’s
Cairo Santos had a 40-yard attempt
blocked.

The Bears drove to the Pack-
ers 43 before Alexander stepped in
front of a pass intended for Equa-
nimeous St. Brown.

Three plays later, Watson
sprinted untouched to the end zone,
leaping across the goal line with his
arms spread.

The Packers opted to go for 2,
and Rodgers completed a pass to
Mercedes Lewis, making it 28-19
with 1:51 remaining.

Fields was then intercepted at
the Green Bay 5 by Keisean Nixon.

The Bears were left frustrated
and vowing to do better after fail-
ing to convert late in a game yet
again. Chicago has six losses by
one score, and this was almost the
seventh.

“You have to find ways to close
games out,” coach Matt Eberflus
said. “We’re excited about these

ONLINE

More photos from the game can be found at
www.newmedia-wi.com.

next four games to get ourselves in
position to do that. We were right
there to get that done, and we’ll get
that done in the future.”

Rodgers didn’t exactly dominate
the Bears. But he showed he still
owns them, as he shouted last year
toward the crowd at Soldier Field.

Rodgers, who exited last week’s
loss to Philadelphia with a rib
injury and has been dealing with
a broken right thumb since early
October, improved to 25-5 against
Chicago including the playoffs.

The four-time MVP completed
18 of 31 passes for 182 yards and a
touchdown.

“He always gives you confidence
that we can go out there and ex-
ecute whatever the play is,” coach
Matt LaFleur said.

“I thought our o-line was doing
a great job and then his ability to
extend plays, just have that poise
to kind of hang in there and allow
those guys to go off schedule and
work, gives me a lot of confidence.”

Watson had 48 yards receiving
and a touchdown reception — the
rookie’s seventh in the past four
games — to go with that huge run.
Dillon ran for 93 yards, and the
Packers moved ahead of Chicago
for the NFL lead in regular-season
wins with 787.

“It is crazy and it is awesome to
be a part of. Most wins in football
at this level, it is really an honor to
be part of the Packers and be part
of that winning tradition,” Dillon
said.

The Bears led 19-10 with 1:50
left in the third after Santos kicked
a 28-yard field goal. The Packers
pulled within two in the opening
minute of the fourth on a 21-yard
run by Dillon to cap a four-play, 82-
yard drive aided by a pass-interfer-
ence penalty against Jaylon Jones.

Then the Packers blocked San-
tos’ kick to stay within two.

Crosby nailed a 32-yarder to give
the Packers a 20-19 lead with 4:49
remaining after Rodgers failed to
squeeze a 14-yard pass to Robert
Tonyan in the end zone.

Rodgers said his thumb is “close
to being a non-issue,” and his ribs
probably will be, too, for Green
Bay’s next game in two weeks.

Running back Aaron Jones
(shin) was hurt in the first half but
returned.
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Jones up for Walter Payton NFL Man of the Year Award

Winner to be
announced at
NFEL Honors

The Green Bay Packers announced
that running back Aaron Jones has
been named the team’s nominee for
the NFL’s Walter Payton Man of the
Year Award.

Considered one of the league’s
most prestigious honors, the award
recognizes an NFL player for out-
standing community service activities
off the field, as well as excellence on
the field. Each of the league’s 32 nomi-
nees were announced Dec. 6.

“We are honored to nominate
Aaron for this prestigious award,” said
Packers President/CEO Mark Murphy.
“We are incredibly proud of him for
the great work he does both on and
off the field. His A&A All the Way
Foundation has had such an influence
on the kids and families it serves.

“He has also been a devoted
contributor to our Packers Give Back
efforts, including serving as our Salute
to Service spokesperson this year. We
are so fortunate to have him in Green
Bay. He is an amazing young man and
a tremendous role model for all of our
players.”

Jones has been a constant presence
in the community dating back to his
time in high school and college, and es-
pecially since coming to Green Bay in
2017. In his six years with the Packers,
Jones has jumped at every opportunity
to take part in community events.

Having grown up with two parents
in the U.S. Army and with other loved
ones who have served, causes affili-
ated with the military are particularly
important to Jones. During his time
in Green Bay, he’s been a big part of
the Packers’ Salute to Service efforts,
from sending videos to veterans to
speaking to youth at military acad-
emies and taking part in events like
the team’s Huddle for Heroes aimed
at honoring veterans.

He’s visited service members in
the hospital and visited military bases,
including Fort Bliss in his native El
Paso. He also devoted his time this
year to serving as the team’s Salute to
Service spokesperson to help honor
those who serve their country.

Jones also has been involved with
numerous programs and charities that
benefit kids. He has attended a variety
of events at the Boys & Girls Club,
both in Green Bay and in Milwaukee,
and he hosts football camps during the

Green Bay Packers running back Aaron Jones runs with the ball during a win over the Chicago Bears on Dec. 4 in Chicago.

offseason in El Paso and Wisconsin.

Jones also has a special connection
with kids battling illnesses, including
cancer. He frequently visits children
in the hospital or those who are facing
health issues, whether in person or
over video chat, and has highlighted
them and their courage through the
My Cause My Cleats campaign.

He has taken his community in-
volvement to the next level in recent
years by building upon the work of
his foundation, the A&A All the Way
Foundation, with his twin brother,
Alvin. The A&A All the Way Founda-
tion is dedicated to making an impact
in the lives of children through chari-
table giving and action and executes
events that inspire, educate and
promote unity and diversity across
multiple communities.

The foundation helps address chil-
dren’s basic needs, providing oppor-
tunities for recreation and fitness, and
supporting children in military fami-
lies. Through the foundation, Jones
has done turkey giveaways for needy

families in both El Paso and Green
Bay, run football camps for kids and
given bikes away to students.

His Yards for Shoes campaign
donates a pair of shoes to children at
Boys & Girls Clubs throughout Wis-
consin for every rushing yard he gains
up to 1,000 yards. The foundation also
includes the Freedom Is Campaign,
which focuses on honoring military
families each month by raising funds
to provide joy-filled experiences to
children who have parents serving in
the military, such as a trip to the zoo
or a family movie night.

As a nominee, Jones will wear a
Walter Payton NFL Man of the Year
helmet decal through the end of the
season in recognition of his accom-
plishments on and off the field.

All 32 team winners will be high-
lighted as nominees and recognized
for their important work during the
weekend leading up to Super Bowl
LVIL The 2022 Walter Payton NFL
Man of the Year will be announced
during NFL Honors, a primetime

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

awards special to air the Thursday
before Super Bowl LVIL, on NBC.

All 32 nominees will receive up to
a $40,000 donation in their name to
their charity of choice. The winner
of the Walter Payton NFL Man of the
Year award will receive a $250,000
donation to the charity of his choice.

For the eighth year, each Walter
Payton Man of the Year nominee will
also take part in the Charity Chal-
lenge, a social media campaign de-
signed to support and promote team
nominees.

Fans can vote on Twitter by using
#WPMOY Challenge followed by
their favorite nominee’s last name or
Twitter handle. The player whose
unique mention is used the most
between Dec. 6 and Jan. 8 will receive
a $25,000 contribution to his charity
of choice, while the second- and third-
place finishers will receive $10,000
and $5,000 donations.

Hashtag information and offi-
cial rules can be found at nfl.com/
manoftheyear.
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