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                    PACKERS VS. BILLS

Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers, middle, lays face down after the final play of the game was unsuccessful, leading to a 23-21 loss on Oct. 23 in Landover, Maryland.� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA



After losing 23-21 to the Wash-
ington Commanders in week 
seven, the Green Bay Packers 
have reached unfamiliar territory, 
something they haven’t seen in four 
years.

The team has now dropped three 
in a row at the hands of the New 
York Giants, New York Jets and 
Washington Commanders, the first 
time that the team has lost three 
games in a row since 2018.

After the loss to the Command-
ers, the Packers sit at just 3-4 on the 
season, two wins behind the Min-
nesota Vikings in the NFC North. 
Regression was expected from the 
team as a result of the offseason, 
but three losses in a row has never 
happened under head coach Matt 
LaFleur. The team hadn’t had two 
regular season losses under LaFleur 
until the loss to the Jets.

“It’s unfamiliar territory for us, 
especially under coach LaFleur, so 
we have to keep putting our heads 
down working,” said running back 
Aaron Jones.

Players and coaches alike con-
tinued to express their belief in the 
team and the expected outcome 
of the season. Quarterback Aaron 
Rodgers even said that the three 
losses and the pending matchup 
against the Buffalo Bills are a good 
thing for the team, as he alluded to 
the team’s current adversity.

“This week, nobody’s going to 
give us a chance,” said Rodgers. 
“Going to Buffalo on Sunday Night 
Football, a chance to get exposed. 
Shoot, it might be the best thing for 
us.”

Of course the play of the receiv-
ers, the play of the linebackers and 
the overall team morale has been 
poor, but Green Bay currently faces 
its biggest problem of the season, 
and that is on the offensive line.

On Sunday, rookie Zach Tom 
received the first start of his career 
at left tackle, a spot that didn’t 
seem like a concern two years ago. 
It has become obvious that David 
Bakhtiari, who fills that spot when 
healthy, is not progressing the way 

that Green Bay had hoped. 
Consistently getting the two-

time All-Pro back on the field has 
become a challenge for Green Bay, 
as Bakhtiari missed the first two 
games of the season, played in 56% 
of the snaps or less against Tampa 
Bay and the Giants, more than 95% 
of the snaps against New England 
and the Jets, and then missed the 
entire game against the Command-
ers.

The injury forces Green Bay to 
be flexible on the offensive line, 
often moving players around to 
see what fits the best for that week. 
Tom was the main beneficiary this 
past week, but Elgton Jenkins was 
able to slide back to guard, with 
Yosh Nijman filling that right tackle 
spot. 

While Tom and Nijman played 
fine by any NFL standard, espe-
cially against a good Washington 
front four, Rodgers knows that 
having Bakhtiari on the field makes 
a difference.

“When (Bakhtiari) couldn’t 
go, we adjusted to it, and kind of 
changed a lot of things around to 
try and give Zach (Tom) some 
help, but we’re a better team when 
(Bakhtiari) is out there,” said Rodg-
ers.

The Green Bay Packers are un-
doubtedly in a strange spot in terms 
of what the future holds. Playoffs 
do not really feel guaranteed at this 
point for a team that hasn’t really 
thought about missing the extra 
games since before LaFleur took 
over. The upcoming schedule con-
sisting of the Bills, Detroit Lions, 
Dallas Cowboys, Tennessee Titans 
and Philadelphia Eagles is going to 
prove to be a major challenge for 
Green Bay.

Missing on throws, commit-
ting penalties and finishing tackles 
are just three of the issues that 
Green Bay will need to clean up if 
the team figures that it can get its 
season back on track. The Packers 
have made their own bed, losing 
three games that they were favored 
to win, in preparation for a night 
game in Buffalo, but that doesn’t 
mean the season is over.

Of the 10 games left on the 
regular-season schedule, seven of 
those teams are currently at .500 
or better. If the season does in fact 
take a turn for the better, the tough 
regular season should prepare the 
Packers for a run. The players and 
coaches know that it does not get 
easier, but that doesn’t change the 
expectation.

“We have to stick together,” said 
Packers defensive tackle Kenny 
Clark. “We are a family and it’s not 
going to get any easier. We have to 
go into Buffalo and get a win.”

The frustration level is at a high 
for Packers players, coaches and 
fans, but as Rodgers had said, this 
next handful of games will really 
prove what kind of team Green Bay 
has.

On the endings of each of the 
last two games, LaFleur has noted 
his team’s desire to finish play-
ing the game, even if it was out of 
reach. That culminated in a goal-
line stop against the Jets and a last-
second, desperation play against 
the Commanders that looked 
somewhat promising of scoring a 
touchdown.

That 60-minute mentality will 
have to be on display now, as there 
is no more wiggle room for Green 
Bay. 

If the players and coaches really 
do believe that this team has what 
it takes to win a Super Bowl, a 
productive showing against the best 
team in the AFC on Sunday night is 
the first step to turning the season 
around.
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Packers lose 3 straight for first time since 2018
Packers look to 
rewrite season 

against Bills
By LUKE REIMER

Reporter

Green Bay Packers cornerback Jaire Alexander, right, attempts to disrupt a pass intended for Washington Commanders wide receiver Terry McLaurin during 
Green Bay’s 23-21 loss on Oct. 23 in Landover, Maryland.� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

lreimer@newmedia-wi.com
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Active
#	 NAME 	 POS. 	 HT. 	 WT. 	 AGE 	 EXP. 	 COLLEGE
2 	 Mason Crosby 	 K 	 6-1 	 207 	 38 	 16 	 Colorado
6 	 Dallin Leavitt 	 S 	 5-10 	 195 	 28 	 4 	 Utah State
7 	 Quay Walker 	 LB 	 6-4 	 241 	 22 	 R 	 Georgia
8 	 Amari Rodgers 	 WR 	 5-9 	 212 	 23 	 2 	 Clemson
9 	 Christian Watson 	 WR 	 6-5 	 208 	 23 	 R 	 North Dakota State
10 	 Jordan Love 	 QB 	 6-4 	 219 	 23 	 3 	 Utah State
11 	 Sammy Watkins 	 WR 	 6-1 	 211 	 29 	 9 	 Clemson
12 	 Aaron Rodgers 	 QB 	 6-2 	 225 	 38 	 18 	 California
13 	 Allen Lazard 	 WR 	 6-5 	 227 	 26 	 4 	 Iowa State
16 	 Pat O’Donnell 	 P 	 6-4 	 220 	 31 	 9 	 Miami
20 	Rudy Ford 	 S 	 6-0 	 200 	 27 	 6 	 Auburn
21 	 Eric Stokes 	 CB 	 6-0 	 194 	 23 	 2 	 Georgia
22 	 Shemar Jean-Charles 	 CB 	 5-10 	 184 	 24 	 2 	 Appalachian State
23 	 Jaire Alexander 	 CB 	 5-10 	 196 	 25 	 5 	 Louisville
24 	 Tariq Carpenter 	 S 	 6-3 	 230 	 23 	 R 	 Georgia Tech
25 	 Keisean Nixon 	 CB 	 5-10 	 200 	 25 	 4 	 South Carolina
26 	 Darnell Savage 	 S 	 5-11 	 198 	 25 	 4 	 Maryland
27 	 Patrick Taylor 	 RB 	 6-2 	 217 	 24 	 2 	 Memphis
28 	 AJ Dillon 	 RB 	 6-0 	 247 	 24 	 3 	 Boston College
29 	 Rasul Douglas 	 CB 	 6-2 	 209 	 27 	 6 	 West Virginia
31 	 Adrian Amos 	 S 	 6-0 	 214 	 29 	 8 	 Penn State
33 	 Aaron Jones 	 RB 	 5-9 	 208 	 27 	 6 	 Texas-El Paso
45 	 Eric Wilson 	 LB 	 6-1 	 230 	 28 	 6 	 Cincinnati
50 	Zach Tom 	 OL 	 6-4 	 304 	 23 	 R 	 Wake Forest
52 	 Rashan Gary 	 LB 	 6-5 	 277 	 24 	 4 	 Michigan
53 	 Jonathan Garvin 	 LB 	 6-4 	 257 	 23 	 3 	 Miami
55 	 Kingsley Enagbare 	 LB 	 6-4 	 258 	 22 	 R 	 South Carolina
56 	 Jack Coco 	 LS 	 6-2 	 248 	 24 	 R 	 Georgia Tech
58 	 Isaiah McDuffie 	 LB 	 6-1 	 227 	 23 	 2 	 Boston College
59 	 De’Vondre Campbell 	 LB 	 6-3 	 232 	 29 	 7 	 Minnesota
63 	 Rasheed Walker 	 T 	 6-6 	 324 	 22 	 R 	 Penn State
69 	David Bakhtiari 	 T 	 6-4 	 310 	 31 	 10 	 Colorado
70 	Royce Newman 	 T/G 	 6-5 	 310 	 25 	 2 	 Mississippi
71 	 Josh Myers 	 C/G 	 6-5 	 310 	 24 	 2 	 Ohio State
73 	 Yosh Nijman 	 T 	 6-7 	 314 	 26 	 3 	 Virginia Tech
74 	 Elgton Jenkins 	 G 	 6-5 	 311 	 26 	 4 	 Mississippi State
75 	 Sean Rhyan 	 T/G 	 6-5 	 321 	 22 	 R 	 UCLA
76 	 Jon Runyan 	 G 	 6-4 	 307 	 25 	 3 	 Michigan

78 	 Luke Tenuta 	 T 	 6-8 	 314 	 23 	 R 	 Virginia Tech
81 	 Josiah Deguara 	 TE 	 6-2 	 238 	 25 	 3 	 Cincinnati
83 	 Samori Toure 	 WR 	 6-1 	 191 	 24 	 R 	 Nebraska
84	 Tyler Davis 	 TE 	 6-4 	 252 	 25 	 3 	 Georgia Tech
85 	 Robert Tonyan 	 TE 	 6-5 	 240 	 28 	 5 	 Indiana State
87 	 Romeo Doubs 	 WR 	 6-2 	 204 	 22 	 R 	 Nevada
89 	Marcedes Lewis 	 TE 	 6-6 	 267 	 38 	 17 	 UCLA
90 	Jarran Reed 	 DL 	 6-3 	 307 	 29 	 7 	 Alabama
91 	 Preston Smith 	 LB 	 6-5 	 265 	 29 	 8 	 Mississippi State
93 	 T.J. Slaton 	 DL 	 6-4 	 330 	 25 	 2 	 Florida
94 	 Dean Lowry 	 DL 	 6-6 	 296 	 28 	 7 	 Northwestern
95 	 Devonte Wyatt 	 DL 	 6-3 	 304 	 24 	 R 	 Georgia
97 	 Kenny Clark 	 DL 	 6-3 	 314 	 27 	 7 	 UCLA
99 	 Jonathan Ford 	 DL 	 6-5 	 338 	 24 	 R 	 Miami
Reserve/Injured
18 	 Randall Cobb 	 WR 	 5-10 	 195 	 32 	 12 	 Kentucky
40 	Tipa Galeai 	 LB 	 6-5 	 229 	 25 	 2 	 Utah State
51 	 Krys Barnes 	 LB 	 6-2 	 229 	 24 	 3 	 UCLA
67 	 Jake Hanson 	 C 	 6-4 	 296 	 25 	 2 	 Oregon
Reserve/Physically Unable to Perform
32 	 Kylin Hill 	 RB 	 5-10 	 214 	 24 	 2 	 Mississippi State
Reserve/Non-Football Illness
72 	 Caleb Jones 	 T 	 6-9 	 370 	 23 	 R 	 Indiana
Practice Squad
17 	 Ramiz Ahmed 	 K 	 5-11 	 193 	 27 	 1 	 Nevada
19 	 Danny Etling 	 QB 	 6-3 	 222 	 28 	 1 	 LSU
34 	 Micah Abernathy 	 S 	 6-0 	 195 	 25 	 1 	 Tennessee
35 	 Corey Ballentine 	 CB 	 5-11 	 196 	 26 	 4 	 Washburn
38 	 Innis Gaines 	 S 	 6-1 	 202 	 24 	 1 	 TCU 
39 	 Tyler Goodson 	 RB 	 5-9 	 197 	 21 	 R 	 Iowa
43 	 Kiondre Thomas 	 CB 	 6-0 	 186 	 24 	 1 	 Kansas State
48 	DQ Thomas 	 LB 	 6-2 	 216 	 23 	 R 	 Middle Tennessee State
49 	Kobe Jones 	 LB 	 6-3 	 255 	 24 	 1 	 Mississippi State
54 	 La’Darius Hamilton 	 LB 	 6-2 	 261 	 24 	 2 	 North Texas
80 	Shaun Beyer 	 TE 	 6-5 	 250 	 25 	 1 	 Iowa
82 	 Kawaan Baker 	 WR 	 6-1 	 210 	 24 	 1 	 South Alabama
86 	Travis Fulgham 	 WR 	 6-2 	 211 	 27 	 3 	 Old Dominion
88 	 Juwann Winfree 	 WR 	 6-1 	 210 	 26 	 3 	 Colorado
96 	 Jack Heflin 	 DL 	 6-3 	 304 	 24 	 2 	 Iowa
98 	Chris Slayton 	 DL 	 6-4 	 307 	 26 	 1 	 Syracuse
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Active
# 	 NAME 	 POS. 	 HT. 	 WT. 	 AGE 	 EXP. 	 COLLEGE
2 	 Tyler Bass 	 K 	 5-10 	 183 	 25 	 3 	 Georgia Southern
3 	 Damar Hamlin 	 S 	 6-0 	 200 	 24 	 2 	 Pittsburgh
4 	 Jaquan Johnson 	 S 	 5-10 	 191 	 26 	 4 	 Miami (Fla.)
6 	 Isaiah McKenzie 	 WR 	 5-8 	 173 	 27 	 6 	 Georgia
7 	 Taron Johnson 	 CB 	 5-11 	 192 	 26 	 5 	 Weber State
8 	 Sam Martin 	 P 	 6-1 	 205 	 32 	 10 	 Appalachian State
10 	 Khalil Shakir 	 WR 	 6-0 	 190 	 22 	 R 	 Boise State
13 	 Gabe Davis 	 WR 	 6-2 	 210 	 23 	 3 	 UCF
14 	 Stefon Diggs 	 WR 	 6-0 	 191 	 28 	 8 	 Maryland
15 	 Jake Kumerow 	 WR 	 6-4 	 209 	 30 	 5 	 Wis.-Whitewater
16 	 Isaiah Hodgins 	 WR 	 6-3 	 201 	 24 	 2 	 Oregon State
17 	 Josh Allen 	 QB	 6-5 	 237 	 26 	 5 	 Wyoming
18 	 Case Keenum 	 QB 	 6-1 	 215 	 34 	 10 	 Houston
20 	 Zack Moss 	 RB 	 5-9 	 205 	 24 	 3 	 Utah
21 	 Jordan Poyer 	 S 	 6-0 	 191 	 31 	 10 	 Oregon State
24 	 Kaiir Elam 	 CB 	 6-1 	 191 	 21 	 R 	 Florida
25 	 Taiwan Jones 	 RB 	 6-0 	 195 	 34 	 12 	 Eastern Washington
26 	 Devin Singletary 	 RB 	 5-7 	 203 	 25 	 4 	 Florida Atlantic
28 	 James Cook 	 RB 	 5-11 	 190 	 23 	 R 	 Georgia
30 	 Dane Jackson 	 CB 	 5-11 	 180 	 25 	 3 	 Pittsburgh
33 	 Siran Neal 	 CB 	 6-0 	 206 	 28 	 5 	 Jacksonville State
39 	 Cam Lewis 	 CB 	 5-9 	 183 	 25 	 3 	 Buffalo
40 	 Von Miller 	 LB 	 6-3 	 250 	 33 	 12	 Texas A&M
41 	 Reggie Gilliam 	 FB 	 6-0 	 244 	 25 	 3 	 Toledo
43 	 Terrel Bernard 	 LB 	 6-1 	 224 	 23 	 R 	 Baylor
44 	 Tyler Matakevich 	 LB 	 6-1 	 235 	 29 	 7 	 Temple
46 	 Ja’Marcus Ingram 	 CB 	 6-2 	 190 	 25 	 R 	 Buffalo
47 	 Christian Benford 	 CB 	 6-1 	 205 	 22 	 R 	 Villanova
49 	 Tremaine Edmunds 	 LB 	 6-5 	 250 	 24	 5 	 Virginia Tech
50 	 Greg Rousseau 	 DE 	 6-6 	 266 	 22 	 2 	 Miami
53 	 Tyrel Dodson 	 LB 	 6-0 	 237 	 24 	 3	 Texas A&M
54 	 Baylon Spector 	 LB 	 6-0 	 233 	 24 	 R 	 Clemson
55 	 Boogie Basham 	 DE 	 6-3 	 281 	 24 	 2 	 Wake Forest
57 	 A.J. Epenesa 	 DE 	 6-6 	 260 	 24 	 3 	 Iowa
58 	 Matt Milano 	 LB 	 6-0 	 223 	 28 	 6 	 Boston College
60 	 Mitch Morse 	 C 	 6-6 	 305 	 30 	 8 	 Missouri
67 	 Justin Murray 	 OT 	 6-5 	 304 	 29 	 5 	 Cincinnati
68 	 Bobby Hart 	 T 	 6-5 	 310 	 28 	 8 	 Florida State
69 	 Reid Ferguson 	 LS 	 6-2 	 235 	 28 	 6 	 Louisiana State

71 	 Ryan Bates 	 G/C 	 6-4 	 302 	 25 	 4 	 Penn State
73 	 Dion Dawkins 	 T 	 6-5 	 320 	 28 	 6 	 Temple
75 	 Greg Van Roten 	 G 	 6-4 	 295 	 32 	 8 	 Penn
76 	 Rodger Saffold 	 G 	 6-5 	 325 	 34 	 13	 Indiana
77 	 David Quessenberry 	 T/G 	 6-5 	 310 	 32 	 5 	 San Jose State
79 	 Spencer Brown 	 T 	 6-8 	 311 	 24 	 2 	 Northern Iowa
85 	 Quintin Morris 	 TE 	 6-2 	 252 	 23 	 1 	 Bowling Green
88 	 Dawson Knox 	 TE 	 6-4 	 254 	 25 	 4 	 Mississippi
89 	 Tommy Sweeney 	 TE 	 6-5 	 251 	 27 	 4 	 Boston College
90 	 Shaq Lawson 	 DE 	 6-3 	 265 	 28 	 7 	 Clemson
91 	 Ed Oliver 	 DT 	 6-1 	 287 	 24 	 4 	 Houston
92 	 DaQuan Jones 	 DT 	 6-4 	 320 	 30 	 9 	 Penn State
93 	 Brandin Bryant 	 DT 	 6-2 	 305 	 29 	 1 	 Florida Atlantic
97 	 Jordan Phillips 	 DT 	 6-6 	 330 	 30 	 8 	 Oklahoma
99 	 Tim Settle 	 DT 	 6-3 	 313 	 25 	 5 	 Virginia Tech
Reserve/Injured
5 	 Marquez Stevenson 	 WR 	 5-10 	 180 	 24 	 2 	 Houston
23 	 Micah Hyde 	 S 	 6-0 	 197 	 31 	 10	 Iowa
72 	 Tommy Doyle 	 T 	 6-8 	 320 	 24 	 2 	 Miami (Ohio)
80 	 Jamison Crowder 	 WR 	 5-9 	 177 	 29 	 8 	 Duke
Reserve/Physically Unable to Perform
27 	 Tre’Davious White 	 CB 	 5-11 	 192 	 27 	 6 	 Louisiana State
65 	 Ike Boettger 	 G 	 6-6 	 313 	 28 	 5 	 Iowa
Practice Squad
11 	 Matt Barkley 	 QB 	 6-2 	 234 	 32 	 10	 Southern California
19 	 KeeSean Johnson 	 WR 	 6-1 	 201 	 26 	 3 	 Fresno State
22 	 Duke Johnson 	 RB 	 5-9 	 210 	 29 	 8 	 Miami
31 	 Kyler McMichael 	 DB 	 6-0 	 202 	 22 	 R 	 North Carolina
32 	 Jordan Miller 	 DB 	 6-2 	 190 	 25 	 3 	 Washington
36 	 Jared Mayden 	 S 	 6-0 	 205 	 24 	 1 	 Alabama
42 	 Joe Giles-Harris 	 LB 	 6-2 	 240 	 25 	 2 	 Duke
51 	 Eli Ankou 	 DT 	 6-3 	 325 	 28 	 6 	 UCLA
56 	 Mike Love 	 DE 	 6-3 	 255 	 28 	 2 	 South Florida
61 	 Justin Zimmer 	 DT 	 6-3 	 292 	 30 	 4 	 Ferris State
62 	 Greg Mancz 	 C/G 	 6-4 	 302 	 30 	 7 	 Toledo
70 	 Alec Anderson 	 T 	 6-5 	 305 	 23 	 R 	 UCLA
74 	 Ryan Van Demark 	 OT 	 6-6 	 307 	 24 	 R 	 Connecticut
84 	 Zach Davidson 	 TE 	 6-7 	 245 	 24 	 1 	 Central Missouri
87 	 Tanner Gentry 	 WR 	 6-2 	 209 	 27 	 1 	 Wyoming
Practice Squad/Injured
29 	 Xavier Rhodes 	 CB 	 6-1 	 210 	 32 	 10	 Florida State

B I L L S  R OST E R

2021 2021
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Ma s t e r Br e w e r aa r o n Gi l l i n G

EXCLUSIVELY IN SHAWANO EXCLUSIVELY IN SHAWANO 
Available at these locations

Charlies Country Market, Stubborn 
Brothers Brewery, And The Stock Market

JOIN THE CLUB JOIN THE CLUB 
AARON GILLING

RETURN OF A CLASSICRETURN OF A CLASSIC STUBBORN BROTHERS BREWERY

Shawano Club PilsnerShawano Club Pilsner
B R E W E D  I N  1 9 1 4  &  N OW  2 0 2 2B R E W E D  I N  1 9 1 4  &  N OW  2 0 2 2

G A M E  V I TA L S
GREEN BAY PACKERS (3-4) 

AT BUFFALO BILLS (5-1)
WHEN: 7:20 p.m., Sunday
WHERE: Highmark Stadium
TV: NBC
RADIO: 620 AM (WTMJ), Sirius 

Satellite Radio (WTMJ feed)

T H E  S E R I E S
Packers vs. Bills
All-time, regular season: 5-8
All-time, postseason: never met
All-time, at Bills: 0-6
Streaks: The Green Bay Packers 

have never won a road game against 
the Bills, being outscored 148-73 over 
six previous matchups. In the overall 
series, the Packers have won four of 
the last six matchups.

Last meeting, regular season: 
Sept. 30, 2018, Packers won 22-0 
against the Bills at Lambeau Field in 
Green Bay. Aaron Rodgers threw a 
touchdown pass to Jimmy Graham 
and Aaron Jones rushed for a score, 
while Mason Crosby knocked in 
three field goals. 

S C H E D U L E
Date 	 Opponent 	 Time 	 TV
Sept. 11 	 at Minnesota 	 Loss 23-7
Sept. 18 	 vs. Chicago 	 Win 27-10
Sept. 25 	at Tampa Bay 	 Win 14-12
Oct. 2 	 vs. New England 	 Win 27-24 (OT)
Oct. 9 	 vs. N.Y. Giants (London)	 Loss 27-22
Oct. 16 	 vs. N.Y. Jets 	 Loss 27-10
Oct. 23 	 at Washington 	 Loss 23-21
Oct. 30 	 at Buffalo 	 7:20 p.m. 	NBC
Nov. 6 	 at Detroit 	 noon 	 FOX
Nov. 13 	 vs. Dallas 	 3:25 p.m. 	 FOX
Nov. 17 	 vs. Tennessee 	 7:15 p.m. 	 Prime
Nov. 27 	 at Philadelphia 	 7:20 p.m. 	NBC
Dec. 4 	 at Chicago 	 noon 	 FOX
Bye week
Dec. 19 	 vs. L.A. Rams 	 7:15 p.m. 	 ESPN
Dec. 25 	 at Miami 	 noon 	 FOX
Jan. 1 	 vs. Minnesota 	 3:25 p.m. 	 CBS
Jan. 7/8 	 vs. Detroit 	 TBD 	 TBD

FYI
Rosters and depth charts are accurate as of 

Oct. 24, 1:30 p.m.
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S C H E D U L E

STA N D I N G S
NFC
East
Team 	 W 	L 	 T
Philadelphia 	 6 	 0 	 0
N.Y. Giants 	 6 	 1 	 0
Dallas 	 5 	 2 	 0
Washington 	 3 	 4 	 0
North
Team 	 W 	L 	 T
Minnesota 	 5 	 1 	 0
Green Bay 	 3 	 4 	 0
Chicago 	 3 	 4 	 0
Detroit 	 1 	 5 	 0
South
Team 	 W 	L 	 T
Tampa Bay 	 3 	 4 	 0
Atlanta 	 3 	 4 	 0
Carolina 	 2 	 5 	 0
New Orleans 	 2 	 5 	 0
West
Team 	 W 	L 	 T
Seattle 	 4 	 3 	 0
L.A. Rams 	 3 	 3 	 0
San Francisco 	 3 	 4 	 0
Arizona 	 3 	 4 	 0

AFC
East
Team 	 W 	L 	 T
Buffalo 	 5 	 1 	 0
N.Y. Jets 	 5 	 2 	 0
Miami 	 4 	 3 	 0
New England 	 3 	 4 	 0
North
Team 	 W 	L 	 T
Baltimore 	 4 	 3 	 0
Cincinnati 	 4 	 3 	 0
Cleveland 	 2 	 5 	 0
Pittsburgh 	 2 	 5 	 0
South
Team 	 W 	L 	 T
Tennessee 	 4 	 2 	 0
Indianapolis 	 3 	 3 	 1
Jacksonville 	 2 	 5 	 0
Houston 	 1 	 4 	 1
West
Team 	 W 	L 	 T
Kansas City 	 5 	 2 	 0
L.A. Chargers 	 4 	 3 	 0
Las Vegas 	 2 	 4 	 0
Denver 	 2 	 5 	 0

B I L L S  D E P T H  C H A RT

Damar Hamlin
Jaquan Johnson

Jordan Poyer
Cam Lewis

Thursday’s Games
Baltimore at Tampa Bay, 7:15 p.m.
Sunday’s Games
Denver at Jacksonville in London, 8:30 a.m.
Carolina at Atlanta, noon
Chicago at Dallas, noon
Miami at Detroit, noon
Arizona at Minnesota, noon
Las Vegas at New Orleans, noon
New England at N.Y. Jets, noon
Pittsburgh at Philadelphia, noon
Tennessee at Houston, 3:05 p.m.
Washington at Indianapolis, 3:25 p.m.
San Francisco at L.A. Rams, 3:25 p.m.
N.Y. Giants at L.A. Rams, 3:25 p.m.
Green Bay at Buffalo, 7:20 p.m.
Monday’s Games
Cincinnati at Cleveland, 7:15 p.m.
Next Thursday’s Games
Philadelphia at Houston, 7:15 p.m.
Teams on bye: Kansas City, L.A. Chargers.



Second half troubles
The Green Bay Packers aren’t 

half-bad. The problem is they’re 
only half-good. And that could mean 
a full-time headache on Sunday 
night at the Buffalo Bills.

The slumping Packers enter the 
primetime showdown having lost 
three in a row to tumble to 3-4. It’s 
not hard to find an explanation that’s 
a lot more than half-baked.

In week five against the Giants 
in London, the Packers led 20-10 at 
halftime but were outscored 17-2 in 
the second half and lost 27-22.

In week six against the Jets at 
Lambeau Field, the game was tied 
3-3 at halftime but the Packers were 
outscored 24-7 in the second half 
and lost 27-10.

In week seven against the Com-
manders in Washington, the Pack-
ers led 14-10 at halftime but were 
outscored 13-7 in the second half and 
lost 23-21.

Through the first seven weeks of 
the season, the Packers are plus-22 
in first-half scoring. That’s seventh-
best in the NFL. However, they’re a 
woeful minus-43 in the second half, 
the second-worst mark in the NFL.

While the Packers have flailed 
like a blindfolded kid trying to hit 
a pinata, the Bills have knocked the 
candy right out of their opponents. 
They are a league-best plus-67 in 
second-half scoring en route to their 
5-1 record.

Green Bay’s offense, unable 
to adapt to life without Davante 
Adams, has scored only five touch-
downs in the second half. That unit’s 
struggles are somewhat predictable. 
The problems on defense, however, 
are completely unexpected consid-
ering the perceived talent on that 
side of the ball and the preseason 
hype.

The Giants had three “real” 
possessions in the second half in 
which they tried to move the ball. 
They went field goal, touchdown, 
touchdown. The Jets had four “real” 
possessions and went punt, touch-
down, touchdown, field goal. The 
Commanders had four possessions 
and went touchdown, field goal, field 
goal before draining most of the 
remaining 3:26 and punting.

In those 11 possessions, the Pack-
ers allowed nine scores.

During the second halves of 
their seven games, the Packers 
haven’t been able to stop the run 
(league-worst 34 rushing first downs 

allowed) or the pass (30th-ranked 7 
yards per attempt).

On Thursday, defensive coordi-
nator Joe Barry said, “I don’t think 
there’s anything really to read into 
that or a trend that’s happening.” 
That seemed a ludicrous statement 
at the time, and especially so in light 
of what happened on Sunday.

On Sunday, the Commanders 
drove five plays for 69 yards and 
the go-ahead touchdown, 16 plays 
for 72 yards for a field goal and nine 
plays for 46 yards for the clinching 
field goal. On the 16-play drive, the 

Packers gave up a third-and-11. On 
the nine-play drive, they gave up a 
third-and-8. On the final drive that 
drained most of the clock, they gave 
up a third-and-9.

Unlike his coordinator, coach 
Matt LaFleur does see a trend. And 
it’s a big reason why his team is in 
deep trouble.

“That’s something that we looked 
at and it’s definitely the consistency 
at which we play,” he said. “We gave 
up a lot of third-down conversions 
in the second half. I think the penal-
ties, we had some situations where 

it was second-and-6, we get a TFL, 
it’s about to be third-and-7, we get 
called for a defensive holding, first 
down.

“We’ve got to do a better job of 
making sure we get all 11 guys on the 
same page doing their responsibil-
ity, because there were some times 
we had some miscommunication 
and that stuff, that leads to drive-
extending plays and explosive plays, 
and you can’t have it.”

Zach Tom saves the day
The Packers spent all last week 
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Green Bay Packers offensive linemen Elgton Jenkins, top left, and Yosh Nijman, top right, look to help quarterback Aaron Rodgers up during the team’s game 
against the Washington Commanders on Oct. 23 in Landover, Maryland.� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA



getting ready to debut a new offen-
sive line. With David Bakhtiari hav-
ing started the previous four games, 
the coaches felt confident enough 
in their left tackle that they could 
move his backup, Yosh Nijman, to 
right tackle.

That allowed them to move 
Elgton Jenkins, who had started 
five games at right tackle, back to 
left guard, where he earned Pro 
Bowl honors in 2020. Jon Runyan, 
who had started 22 of a possible 23 
games at left guard in 2021 and 2022, 
shifted to right guard.

It all sounded good until the team 
reported for its Saturday walk-
through before departing for Wash-
ington. Bakhtiari’s knee — the same 
one that cost him the end of the 
2020 season, most of 2021 and the 
start of 2022 — wasn’t feeling right. 
The Packers held out hope that he’d 
be able to play but, following a pre-
game workout, he was listed among 
the inactives.

The Packers stuck with all the line 
changes and inserted fourth-round 
rookie Zach Tom into Bakhtiari’s slot 
on about 2 hours’ notice.

“It was definitely pretty, ‘Woah,’” 
Tom said on Monday.

The late change led to some 
last-minute scrambling by LaFleur. 
Some plays that included one-on-
one blocks by Bakhtiari had to be 
scrapped. Other plays were ad-
justed.

“Let’s just say I was a little bit 
later getting out to the pregame 
warm-up than typical, shuffling 
some things around,” LaFleur said. 
“But it is what it is. In a game, that 
may happen and that’s even more 
chaotic, but at least you had some 
time to kind of re-organize some 
things. Obviously, it didn’t necessar-
ily help us. It’s not like we were very 
productive offensively.”

According to Pro Football Focus, 
Tom didn’t allow a single pressure 
in pass protection. There were a 
lot of quick passes and Tom was 
given plenty of help. Still, it was a 
solid starting debut for a promising 
prospect.

“I think I did all right,” he said. “I 
think there’s still some things that 
I need to get better at — using my 
hands, that’s going to be something I 
continue to harp on. Overall, I think 
I did all right.”

Big underdogs
The Packers are 10½-point un-

derdogs for Sunday. Previously, an 
Aaron Rodgers-led team had been 
an underdog of more than seven 
points just once: the 2014 opener 
at Seattle, when they lost 34-14 as 
8½-point underdogs.

On paper, this is a huge mis-
match. Moreover, the Bills are 
coming off their bye week. For what 
it’s worth — and it might not be 
worth anything — the Packers were 
6½-point underdogs at undefeated 
Arizona last season when their top 
three receivers were inactive but 
won 24-21.

Dark humor
LaFleur managed one laugh dur-

ing Monday’s 22-plus-minute press 
conference. It was gallows humor, 
though. What’s the state of the 
receiver corps with Allen Lazard 
(shoulder) joining Randall Cobb 
(ankle; injured reserve) and Chris-
tian Watson (hamstring; missed last 
two games) on the injured list?

That’s obviously not ideal under 
any circumstances, and especially 
so given the quality of opponent 
coming up. Buffalo is No. 1 in points 
allowed, total defense and intercep-
tion percentage and No. 2 in oppo-
nent passer rating,

“It’s definitely not where we 
want it to be in terms of that room, 
but injuries are a part of this game,” 
LaFleur said. “You’ve got to adjust, 
you’ve got to adapt. It’s not the first 
time. We’ve gone through this be-
fore here. So, we’ve got to get some 
guys ready to play. Bottom line.”
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Green Bay Packers running back Aaron Jones, left, runs with the ball as tight end Robert Tonyan blocks for him during the game against the Washington Com-
manders on Oct. 23 in Landover, Maryland.� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
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The Green Bay Packers (3-4) will 
travel to face the Buffalo Bills (5-1) at 
7:20 p.m. on Sunday at Highmark Sta-
dium in Orchard Park, New York. NBC 
will televise the game.

History
In a series that dates to 1974, the 

Bills lead 8-5. Appropriately with Hal-
loween coming up, Buffalo has been a 
house of horrors for the Packers. The 
Bills are 6-0 at home.

Coaches
Green Bay — Matt LaFleur, 42-14, 

fourth season. Buffalo — Sean McDer-
mott, 54-33, sixth season.

When the Packers have the ball
The Josh Allen-powered Bills of-

fense gets the hype but it’s the Buffalo 
defense that’s the real juggernaut. It 
ranks No. 1 in points allowed (13.5 per 
game) and total defense (281.5 per 
game).

Drilling deeper, it’s first in rushing 
yards per attempt (3.52) and intercep-
tion percentage (4.85), fourth in sack 
percentage (9.22) and sixth in yards 
per passing play (5.98).

In the major categories, the “weak” 
link is third down, where the Bills are 
“only” 13th. Buffalo’s defense vs. four-
time MVP Aaron Rodgers must have 
seemed like must-see TV for NBC 
when it was shown its slate of games.

The Bills’ base defense is 4-3 but 
they play almost exclusively out of 
nickel. Up front, it’s future Hall of 
Famer Von Miller and 2021 first-round 
pick Greg Rousseau as the ends. The 
33-year-old Miller, who ranks first 
among active players with 121½ sacks, 
is fifth in the league with six this 
season. Rousseau has four. They are 
interchangeable but Miller mostly 
rushes from the right and against the 
left tackle. A pair of recent second-
round picks, A.J. Epenesa and Carlos 
Basham, provide quality depth.

At tackle, 2019 first-round pick Ed 
Oliver and Daquon Jones are the start-
ers and 345-pound Jordan Phillips is 
the next man in. Oliver is the big name 
but Jones has been the best player. 
Phillips had 9½ sacks in 2019.

Matt Milano and Tremaine Ed-
munds are the primary lineback-
ers. They cover a lot of ground and 
are active at the line of scrimmage. 
Edmunds has a team-high 36 tackles. 
Milano, who is one of the game’s most 
underrated linebackers, has 32 and is 
second on the team with four passes 
defensed. If the Packers do line up 
to run the ball, Terrell Bernard is the 

third linebacker.
The secondary remains strong, 

even with former Packers standout 
Micah Hyde out for the season with 
a neck injury. Hyde’s running-mate 
at safety, Jordan Poyer, is a fantastic 
player. He is tied for the NFL lead with 
four interceptions.

Incredibly, in his first four seasons, 
Poyer started 10 games. Since join-
ing the Bills in 2017, he’s started 83 of 
a possible 87 games and intercepted 
22 passes. Second-year player Damar 
Hamlin is the other safety.

Dane Jackson and rookie first-

rounder Kaiir Elam are the corners and 
Taron Johnson mans the slot. Relative-
ly speaking, this is the weakest group. 
According to Pro Football Focus, Elam 
has given up a catch rate of 76.9% and 
Johnson has given up the seventh-most 
yards after catch of any corner in the 
NFL. Can the Packers take advantage, 
though, with Randall Cobb (ankle) 
on injured reserve and Allen Lazard 
(shoulder) banged up?

When the Bills have the ball
After almost losing to Patriots 

rookie Bailey Zappe and then losing to 

the Giants’ Daniel Jones, the Jets’ Zach 
Wilson and the Commanders Tyler 
Heinicke, the Packers will have to 
contend with MVP front-runner Josh 
Allen.

Allen is a remarkable player. A 
strong-armed but inaccurate quarter-
back at Wyoming, Allen ranks seventh 
in the league with a 66.9% completion 
rate. He has 17 touchdowns vs. four 
interceptions and is second in passer 
rating (109.1) and yards per attempt 
(8.28). He’s also the team’s leading 
rusher with 257 yards, two touch-
downs and a 5.5-yard average.

Allen is perhaps the best quarter-
back in the NFL. His favorite target, 
Stefon Diggs, is perhaps the best 
receiver in the NFL. He’s caught 49 
passes for 656 yards and six touch-
downs. Diggs ranks in the top four in 
those categories even while having a 
bye last week. 

Meanwhile, Gabe Davis is perhaps 
the most dangerous deep threat in 
the game. He leads the NFL with 27.4 
yards per catch, and his four touch-
downs have covered 98, 62, 34 and 26 
yards.

The other big-time threat is tight 
end Dawson Knox. While he’s caught 
only 15 passes in his five games this 
season, he had 49 grabs for 587 yards 
and nine touchdowns last year. Slot re-
ceiver Isaiah McKenzie has 17 catches 
for 162 yards and three touchdowns.

Explosive Devin Singletary is the 
primary running back. He has 256 
rushing yards (4.5 average) and is 
second on the team with 22 receptions 
(7.6 average). The Bills use something 
that’s rare in today’s NFL: a fullback. 
Reggie Gilliam hasn’t carried the ball 
but he does have seven catches.

The offensive line consists of Dion 
Dawkins at left tackle, Rodger Saffold 
at left guard, Mitch Morse at center, 
Ryan Bates at right guard and Spencer 
Brown at right tackle. 

Special teams
Kicker Tyler Bass is 9-of-11 on 

field goals. His career-long kick was 
a 58-yarder in 2020. Less than half his 
kickoffs have resulted in touchbacks, 
so Keisean Nixon might get some 
chances on returns.

Punter Sam Martin has averages of 
48.2 yards (gross) and 43.1 (net). Of his 
11 punts, only four have been returned 
for 16 yards. LaFleur said Amari Rodg-
ers could be out as returner after his 
third fumble of the season last week.

With veteran Jamison Crowder 
out with a broken ankle, rookie Khalil 
Shakir is the punt returner. Like the 
Packers, the Bills are happy to take 
touchbacks on kickoffs. McKenzie has 
averaged 24 yards on his three returns.
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Green Bay Packers cornerbacks Jaire Alexander, left, and Rasul Douglas cross the goal line in unison after 
Douglas recovered a fumble and returned it for a score during a game against the Washington Commanders 
on Oct. 23 in Landover, Maryland. The score was negated by a Packer penalty.� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

Green Bay Packers running back Aaron Jones, right, celebrates a touchdown with quarterback Aaron 
Rodgers during the team’s game against the Washington Commanders on Oct. 23 in Landover, Maryland.
� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
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The Packers claimed offensive 
tackle Luke Tenuta off waivers from 
the Indianapolis Colts on Oct. 17. He 
was a sixth-round pick in this year’s 
draft by the Buffalo Bills, so Green 
Bay is his third team during his rookie 
season.

Q: What’s it like joining a new 
team during the middle of the 
season?

A: My pops (Jon Tenuta) was a 
college coach, so I moved six times as 
a kid, so you get used to it. Obviously, 
I didn’t have to move in the middle 
of the fall and I was fortunate enough 
that I would get to stay through the 
school year. But I definitely got used to 
moving as a kid, so you pick up and go 
and go where the football is.

Q: Is it nice having a familiar 
face here with Yosh Nijman, who 
played with you at Virginia Tech?

A: It’s awesome. It’s just like when 
he was a senior and I was a redshirt 
(freshman). I came in and learned from 
him a lot, so it’s the same thing pretty 
much — getting to learn from him. It’s 
awesome having him right next to me 
(in the locker room) and for him to 

show me around all that stuff.
Q: Funny how it works out, that 

there was an empty locker right 
next to him.

A: I came in yesterday, I was like, 
‘No way!’ It was awesome. I think in 
college I was on the same block as him. 
Now we’re right next to each other. So, 
it’s awesome.

Q: He went undrafted in 2019 
and didn’t play here until last sea-
son. So, is that a playbook you can 
follow, and have you followed his 
career?

A: Oh, yeah, definitely. All through 
college, watching him develop and 
then get the opportunity last year and 
then keep building on that, so it’s been 
really cool to watch him.

Q: You mentioned your dad 
earlier. Your mom played college 
basketball and both your brothers 
were college athletes. What was it 
like growing up in such an athletic 
home?

A: It was cool. Everyone played 
sports. My mom and pops played 
sports at Virginia, and my two older 
brothers, one played college football 
and the other one’s still a professional 
baseball player. Sports were every-
thing.

As much as we moved with my 
pops being a college coach, sports 
helped us make friends and all that 
good stuff. So, it was awesome grow-
ing up with an athletic, competitive 
family.

Q: I remember talking to T.J. 
Watt at the Scouting Combine 
about growing up with J.J. Watt 
and Derek Watt and how they 
fought a lot as kids because they 
were so competitive. How about 
you with your brothers?

A: Oh, yeah. It was exactly that. 
Both my front teeth — most of my 
teeth — knocked out as a kid because 
of my brothers.

Q: Seriously?
A: Oh, yeah, them throwing me 

around. It was awesome, though. Now 
I’m bigger than them so payback.

Q: Awesome?
A: Yeah, yeah. Them being older 

than me, I got to hang out with the 
older kids in the neighborhood and got 
to play with them, so I always thought 
it was sweet.

Q: So, who has the bragging 
rights now?

A: That’s tough because we all golf, 
too. I always say Matt, my middle 
brother plays pro baseball. He’s obvi-

ously the best baseball player. He’s a 
left-handed pitcher so he’s got that.

We usually go through who won in 
golf. We play a lot of golf, so whoever 
wins golf is the best athlete at the time. 
But I’d definitely say all of us have dif-
ferent things we can brag about, but it 
always comes down to the golf course.

Q: Who’s the best golfer?
A: It used to be always Matt. Now, 

my oldest brother, Zach, has gotten 
better and I’ve been getting better. I 
broke 80 for the first time last summer 
so we’re getting better.

Q: What’s the opportunity here 
with the Packers?

A: Whatever they need me to do, 
coming in here, learn the offensive 
scheme and do anything they need me 
to do.

Q: What’s it been like dealing 
with the ups and downs of being 
drafted, released and so on?

A: Yeah, it’s definitely been an 
experience. I’m glad to be part of the 
journey.

AT A GLANCE
Number: 78
Age: 23
Season: Rookie
College: Virginia Tech

Q & A  W I T H  L U K E  T E N U TA
By BILL HUBER
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Aaron Rodgers finished the game 
face down on the turf after sailing 
a lateral out of bounds on a frantic, 
failed final play.

This is not exactly what the four-
time NFL MVP envisioned when he 
returned for another season in Green 
Bay.

Rodgers and the offense sputtered, 
penalties piled up at the most inop-
portune moments, and the Packers 
lost their third game in a row, 23-21 to 
the Washington Commanders on Oct. 
23 in Landover, Maryland, for their 
longest skid since 2018.

Nursing a sore thumb and out of 
sync with receivers, Rodgers was 23 
of 35 for 194 yards and the Packers 
went 0 of 6 on third down. Green 
Bay (3-4) had just 232 total yards of 
offense to Washington’s 364 and lost 
Allen Lazard to a shoulder injury, 
making him the team’s third wide re-
ceiver to go down during the first los-
ing streak under coach Matt LaFleur.

“We just got to play better — all 
of us,” said Rodgers, who taped his 
throwing hand at halftime after jam-
ming the thumb on a couple of snaps. 
“There’s probably a number of plays 
in every phase that we could’ve done 
better. The margin of error is so tight, 
a couple calls don’t necessarily go our 
way and we don’t execute at all on 
offense in certain situations. …

“It’s not winning football.”
Rodgers is right: The problems 

were not limited to offense. Amari 
Rodgers continued his struggles re-
turning punts by muffing one that set 
Washington up in the red zone, and 
cornerback Eric Stokes was flagged 
for a costly illegal contact penalty that 
wiped out a fumble return touchdown 
and later for unsportsmanlike conduct.

The negatives outweighed the few 
positives: a 63-yard pick-6 of Taylor 
Heinicke by De’Vondre Campbell and 
two touchdown passes from Rodgers 
to Aaron Jones — the second of which 
completed a 75-yard drive aided by 
Washington penalties that pulled the 
Packers within two with 3:26 left in 
the fourth quarter and gave them one 
final chance to end the skid before 
falling short.

Playing behind a remade offensive 

line without All-Pro left tackle David 
Bakhtiari, Rodgers struggled to find a 
rhythm, missing wide-open receivers 
at times and other times putting the 
ball in their hands for ill-timed drops. 
The Packers rushed for just 38 yards.

“We didn’t run the ball particularly 
well, didn’t catch it particularly well, 

and I didn’t really move a whole lot 
to extend plays until that last drive,” 
Rodgers said.

The Packers had no third-down 
conversions for the first time since 
1999 — 370 games ago with Brett Fa-
vre at quarterback and before Rodg-
ers graduated high school. It added up 

to the Packers “losing to teams that 
we feel like we’re better than,” Jones 
said, and the losses rarely go like this 
for a team used to winning.

“Our guys are extremely disap-
pointed,” LaFleur said. “I don’t think 
anybody thought we’d be in this spot 
that we’re in right now.”

With no blitzing necessary and a 
basic defensive scheme, Washington’s 
front four also played a role in fraz-
zling Rodgers and making him look 
more like a rookie than a 38-year-old 
four-time NFL MVP. Only a series of 
penalties on the Commanders (3-4) 
made the game close in the final 
minutes.

Heinicke, making his first start of 
the season in place of injured Carson 
Wentz, threw for two touchdowns 
and was 20 of 33 for 200 yards after 
starting 1 of 7 for 14 yards with the 
interception. One of those TD throws 
was a perfect pass to Terry McLaurin.

Heinicke also found McLaurin for 
a 12-yard completion on third-and-9 
just before the two-minute warning, 
sparking “Terry! Terry!” chants from 
the Commanders fans outnumbered 
by Packers supporters and helping 
seal the team’s second consecutive 
ugly victory.
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Packers lose to Commanders, drop 3rd in a row
Green Bay 

struggles again  
on offense

By STEPHEN WHYNO
The Associated Press

Green Bay defenders Preston Smith (91), Jarran Reed (90) and Dean Lowry (94) try to bring down Washington quarterback Taylor Heinicke during a game 
on Oct. 23 in Landover, Maryland.� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

Green Bay Packers coach Matt LaFleur reacts during the team’s loss to the Washington Commanders on 
Oct. 23 in Landover, Maryland.� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
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