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Packers may need to
continue to win ugly
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Green Bay Packers running back A.J. Dillon carries the ball as offensive lineman Elgton Jenkins, left, pushes him during a game against the New England Patriots on Oct. 2 in GreenBay. =~ GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
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Pack needs to clean up mistakes to reach ceiling

Defense forces
three-and-outs
to beat Patriots

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

Week four proved to be another
successful week for the Green Bay
Packers, as they narrowly took down
the New England Patriots on an over-
time field goal.

Coming into the game, the Pack-
ers were favored to win against a
team who was down their starting
quarterback. Almost immediately
into the game, Patriots back-up quar-
terback Brian Hoyer was knocked
out of competition with a head
injury. That set the stage for fourth-
round draft selection Bailey Zappe to
make his NFL debut.

Packers head coach Matt LaFleur
has said numerous times that a win
is a win no matter what the competi-
tion is, but it still begs the question
of how the Packers went to overtime
against a third-string quarterback.

“The bottom line is as soon as you
think you have a game won before the
game’s even played, a lot of times that
bites you in the butt,” said LaFleur.

Coming off a game against Tampa
Bay in which they held Tom Brady to
12 points, the defense was once again
expected to hold an injured Patri-
ots team to a limited score. It could
be due in part to Jaire Alexander
missing the game with an injury, or
Adrian Amos getting hurt early in the
game, but mistakes seem to be hold-
ing the Packers from reaching their
full potential.

The Packers have uncharacteristi-
cally turned the ball over this season
— Aaron Rodgers has thrown three
interceptions and the Packers sit at
a minus three mark in the turnover
differential category.

Turnovers haven’t been the only
problem for the Packers though, as
missed assignments and drops have
aided in a slow start for Green Bay’s
offense. The key issue coming into
the season surrounding Green Bay
was their receiving core. Bringing in
three new receivers, it was expected
that Green Bay’s offense was going to
start slow. Even if the offense looks
different, Rodgers is not worried
about the recent struggles.

“Look, Romeo is growing. He’s
making some plays,” said Rodgers,

Green Bay Packers defensive players converge on New England Patriots quarterback Brian Hoyer during a matchup on Oct. 2 in Green Bay.

when asked about Romeo Doubs’
fumble. “I hit him twice in that last
drive, so obviously I have confidence
in him.”

Not only were young players
making some of those key mistakes,
but Rodgers did not exclude himself
from blame when talking about his
week four performance.

“It’s frustrating for sure,” said Rod-
gers, about his interception that was
returned for a touchdown. “I felt like
that before the game. I even said it, ‘I
think the only people that can beat us
is ourselves.’ I felt that last week, even
though Tampa is a great team.”

Though the offense has struggled
in relation to recent memory, the de-
fense has done more than its part to
reach a 3-1 record. Not only did the
Packers defense win the weak three
matchup on a stopped two-point
conversion, but they also forced New
England into three straight three-
and-outs to end the game, including
overtime. Rashan Gary once again
paced the Packers defense with

seven tackles and two sacks.

High expectations have began to
become a reality as Gary has become
one of the best edge rushers in the
NFL.

“It’s tough to hold people down
in this league,” said LaFleur on his
thoughts regarding the defense’s
season performance. “Offensively,
we spotted them seven points too, so
you have to take that into account.
There’s been a lot of great moments,
and you’re only as good as your last
performance.”

With the offense starting slow
in the early part of the season, the

defense may continue to be relied on.

A matchup against the 3-1 New York
Giants in London presents a chal-
lenge for Green Bay, outside of the
football field.

“The league is constantly pro-
gressing, and we’ll face different

challenges every week,” said LaFleur.

“We’re going to have another 3-1
team in London, and that’s a chal-
lenge in itself. In terms of whoever

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

can handle the travel the best typi-
cally will go out there and perform
the best. And you know, you look at
the Giants, and Saquon Barkley is
definitely a force.”

Moving forward, winning ugly
may need to be the mantra for this
Packers team as it’s offense continues
to develop. As seen with Rodgers’
blossoming connection to Doubs and
a continuation of cleaning up the
mistakes, the Packers may have to
take time to reach it’s full potential.
Echoing LaFleur, Rodgers talked
about how Green Bay needed to win
this game, as wins are hard to come
by in the league.

“This is a game we had to win for
sure,” said Rodgers. “You can’t be 2-2
losing to a third-string quarterback
and not playing great in all three
phases, so we had to have this one.
That doesn’t take anything away
from the joy of winning, but this is
one we had to have.”

Ireimer@newmedia-wi.com
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PACKERS ROSTER

Active

NAME

Mason Crosby
Dallin Leavitt
Quay Walker
Amari Rodgers
Christian Watson
10 Jordan Love

12 Aaron Rodgers
13 Allen Lazard

16 Pat O'Donnell
18 Randall Cobb
20 Rudy Ford

21 Eric Stokes

22 Shemar Jean-Charles
23 Jaire Alexander
24 Tariq Carpenter
25 Keisean Nixon
26 Darnell Savage
27 Patrick Taylor
28 Al Dillon

29 Rasul Douglas
31 Adrian Amos
33 Aaron Jones

40 Tipa Galeai

50 Zach Tom

52 Rashan Gary

53 Jonathan Garvin
55 Kingsley Enagbare
56 Jack Coco

58 Isaiah McDuffie
59 De'Vondre Campbell
63 Rasheed Walker
67 Jake Hanson

69 David Bakhtiari
70 Royce Newman
71 Josh Myers

73 Yosh Nijman

74 Elgton Jenkins

OO NON

POS. HT.
K 6-1
S 5-10
B 64
WR 59
WR 65
QB 64
QB 62
WR 65
P 6-4
WR 510
S 6-0
BB 60
B 510
B 510
S 63
B 510
S 511
RB  6-2
RB  6-0
B 62
S 6-0
RB 59
B 65
oL 64
B 65
B 64
B 64
LS 62
B 61
B 63
T 6-6
C 6-4
T 6-4
76 65
C/G 65
T 67
G 6-5

WT.
207
195
24
212
208
219
225
227
220
195
200
194
184
196
230
200
198
217
247
209
214
208
229
304
277
257
258
248
227
232
324
296
310
310
310
314
31

AGE EXP. COLLEGE

38
28
22
23
23
23
38
26
31
32
27
23
24
25
23
25
25
24
24
27
29
27
25
23
24
23
22
24
23
29
22
25
31
25
24
26
26

16

Colorado

Utah State
Georgia
Clemson

North Dakota State
Utah State
California

lowa State
Miami
Kentucky
Auburn
Georgia
Appalachian State
Louisville
Georgia Tech
South Carolina
Maryland
Memphis
Boston College
West Virginia
Penn State
Texas-El Paso
Utah State
Wake Forest
Michigan
Miami

South Carolina
Georgia Tech
Boston College
Minnesota
Penn State
Oregon
Colorado
Mississippi
Ohio State
Virginia Tech
Mississippi State

75 Sean Rhyan

76 Jon Runyan

81 Josiah Deguara
83 Samori Toure
84 Tyler Davis

85 Robert Tonyan
87 Romeo Doubs
89 Marcedes Lewis
90 Jarran Reed

91 Preston Smith
93 T.J.Slaton

94 Dean Lowry

95 Devonte Wyatt
97 Kenny Clark
99 Jonathan Ford
Reserve/Injured
11 Sammy Watkins
51 Krys Barnes

WR
LB

6-5
6-4
6-2
6-1

6-4
6-5
6-2
6-6
63
6-5
6-4
6-6
63
6-3
6-5

6-1
6-2

321

307
238
191

252
240
204
267
307
265
330
296
304
314

338

21
229

Reserve/Physically Unable to Perform
510 214

32 Kylin Hill

Reserve/Non-Football lliness

72 Caleb Jones
Practice Squad

19 Danny Etling
34 Micah Abernathy
35 Corey Ballentine
39 Tyler Goodson
41 Benjie Franklin
43 Kiondre Thomas
45 Ramiz Ahmed
48 DQ Thomas

49 Kobe Jones

54 La'Darius Hamilton
57 Ray Wilborn

80 Shaun Beyer

86 Travis Fulgham
88 Juwann Winfree
96 Jack Heflin

98 Chris Slayton

RB
T

QB
S
(B
RB
(B
(B
K
LB
LB
LB
LB
TE
WR
WR
DL
DL

69

63
6-0
511
59
6-0
6-0
51
6-2
63
6-2
63
6-5
6-2
6-1

63
6-4

370

222
195
196
197
172
186
193
216
255
261
230
250
M
210
304
307

22
25
25
24
25
28
22
38
29
29
25
28
24
27
24

29
24

24
23

28
25
26
21
25
24
27
23
24
24
25
25
27
26
24
26

TNINNONDIUIWIDWWD
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UCLA
Michigan
Cincinnati
Nebraska
Georgia Tech
Indiana State
Nevada

UCLA
Alabama
Mississippi State
Florida
Northwestern
Georgia
UCLA

Miami

Clemson
UCLA

Mississippi State
Indiana

LSU

Tennessee
Washburn

lowa

Tarleton State
Kansas State
Nevada

Middle Tennessee State
Mississippi State
North Texas

Ball State

lowa

0Old Dominion
Colorado

lowa

Syracuse
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GIANTS ROSTER

Active 77 Jack Anderson G 64 34 23 2 Texas Tech
# NAME POS. HT. WT. AGE EXP. COLLEGE 78 Andrew Thomas T 65 35 23 3 Georgia
2 Tyrod Taylor QB 61 217 33 12 Virginia Tech 79 Tyre Phillips T 65 330 25 3 Mississippi State
5 Kayvon Thibodeaux OB 65 258 21 R  Oregon 80 Richie James WR 59 18 27 5 Middle Tennessee State
6 Jamie Gillan P 61 207 25 4 Arkansas at Pine Bluff 82 Daniel Bellinger TE 65 253 22 R  SanDiego State
8 Daniel Jones QB 65 230 25 4  Duke 84 Marcus Johnson WR 61 204 28 6  Texas
9  Graham Gano K 62 202 35 13  Florida State 85 Chris Myarick FB 65 261 27 2 Temple
13 DavidSills V WR 63 21 26 2 West Virginia 86 Darius Slayton WR 61 194 25 4  Auburn
17" Wan'Dale Robinson WR 58 18 21 R Kentucky 88 Tanner Hudson TE 65 239 27 3 Southern Arkansas
19 Ke[myGoIIaday WR 64 23 28 6 Northern lllinois 89 Kadarius Toney WR 60 193 23 2 Florida
%9 i\lﬂgfgép}/:ckson gB g}} }gg 5‘71 2 ”gtcre Dame 93 Nick Williams DL 64 310 32 8  Samford
. y ) 96 Henry Mondeaux DL 65 280 27 3 Oregon
%31 gg% %gﬁgzwe" §B g} %85 %f 2R Q"“f:"a %7 Dexter Lawrence DL 64 342 24 4 Clemson
26 Saquon Barkley RB 60 232 25 5  PemnState o5 DA Davidson ey & R fizonaState
27 Jason Pinnock S 6-0 2056 23 2 Pittsburgh Reserve/Injured
28 Cor'Dale Flott DB 61 175 21 R LSU ;
29 Xavier McKinney S 60 200 24 3  Alabama 3. Stering Shepard W e ke 2 7 Oahoma
ollin Johnson - exas
30 Darnay Holmes (B 01 243 UUA 25 Rodarius Williams (B 60 195 26 2  Oklahoma State
31 Matt Breida RB 510 190 27 6  Georgia Southem 43 Darrian Beavers IB 64 255 23 R Cincinnati
33 Aaron Robinson CB 61 193 24 2 UCF .
35 Justin Layne B 62 192 24 4 Michigan State 60 Marcus McKethan oL 67 33 2 R North Carolina
37 Fabian Moreau DB 60 198 28 6 UCLA 86 Shane Lemieux G ¢4 30 2 3 Oregon
41 Micah McFadden ILB 62 232 22 R Indiana 94 Elerson Sm!th OLB 6-7 245 24 2 Northern lowa
44 Nick McCloud (B 61 190 24 2  NotreDame Reserve/Physically Unable to Perform
47 Cam Brown IB 65 233 24 3 PennState 6> Nick Gates ¢ 6638 2% 5 Nebask
48 Tae Crowder IB 61 235 25 3  Georgia o Matt Peart T 67 38 25 3  Connecticut
. ; ractice Squa
pit Lﬁ?&"&%ﬁari o 63 20 2 R gg;t,hggm""a 12 Davis Webb B 65 25 27 3 California
i . i 21 Antonio Williams RB 511 215 24 1 North Carolina
52 Carter Coughlin ILB 63 236 25 3 Minnesota d .
53 QOshane Ximines OB 64 254 25 4  OldDominion 25 Jashaun Corbin RB- 60 221 22 R Florida State
54 Jaylon Smith B 62 240 27 6  Notre Dame 34 Olaijah Griffin DB 60 175 23 1 USC
55 Jihad Ward OB 65 287 28 7 llinois 34 Sandro Platzgummer RB 60 198 25 1
58 Casey Kreiter LS 61 250 3 7 lowa 36 Tony Jefferson S 5 22 30 9 Oklahoma
59 Austin Calitro LB 60 240 28 4  Villanova 38 Zyon Gilbert B 61 18 23 R FloridaAtlantic
62 Devery Hamilton oL 66 31 24 1 Duke 39 Trenton Thompson S 61 196 24 R San Diego State
64 Mark Glowinski G 6-4 310 30 8  WestVirginia 49 Austin Allen TE 69 255 23 R Nebraska
68 Ben Bredeson G 65 315 24 3 Michigan 69 Will Holden T 67 312 29 3 Vanderbilt
71 Justin Ellis DL 62 334 31 9  Louisiana Tech 81 Kalil Pimpleton WR 59 172 23 R  Central Michigan
73 Evan Neal T 67 350 22 R  Alabama 87 Makai Polk WR 63 197 21 R  Mississippi State
75 Joshua Ezeudu OL 64 308 23 R  NorthCarolina 90 Ryder Anderson DL 66 276 23 R Indiana
76 Jon Feliciano C 64 325 30 8 Miami 95 Quincy Roche OB 63 245 24 2 Miami

2021 2021
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GAME VITALS

GREEN BAY PACKERS (3-1)
VS.NEW YORK GIANTS (3-1)

WHEN: 8:30 a.m. Sunday

WHERE: Tottenham Hotspur
Stadium

TV: NFL Network

RADIO: 620 AM (WTM)), Sirius
Satellite Radio (WTM] feed)

THE SERIES

Packers vs. Giants
All-time, regular season: 29-23-2
All-time, postseason: 5-3
All-time, at Packers: 3-1
Streaks: The Green Bay Pack-
ers have won three straight match-
ups against the New York Giants,
although the teams have split the last
six matchups.

OFFENSE

e

Romeo Doubs
Samori Toure

PACKERS DEPTH CHART

FYI

Rosters and depth charts are accurate as of
Oct. 3,11:30 a.m.

Aaron Jones
A.J. Dillon

&

Aaron Rodgers
Jordan Love

&
o

Randall Cobb
Amari Rodgers

=

Allen Lazard
Christian Watkins

W oW W W e W

Last meeting, regular season: Marcedes Lewis Elgton Jenkins Royce Newman Josh Myers Jon Runyan David Bakhtiari
Dec. 1, 2019, Packers won 31-13 at RobertTonyan Rasheed Walker ~ SeanRhyan  Jake Hanson  Zach Tom Yosh Nijman
MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford,
New Jersey. Quarterback Aaron
Rodgers threw for four touchdowns DEFENSE
to propel the Packers to victory.
Green Bay intercepted New York QB
Daniel Jones three times.

Dean Lowry Kenny Clark Jarran Reed

s c H E D u l E Devonte Wyatt T.J. Slaton Devonte Wyatt
Date  Opponent Time TV
Sept. 11 at Minnesota Loss 23-7 Eric Stokes Jaire Alexander
Sept. 18 vs. Chicago Win 27110 Keisean Nixon Rasul Douglas
Sept. 25 at Tampa Bay Win 14-12
Oct.2  vs. New England Win 27-24 (OT)
Oct.9  vs.NY. Giants (London) 8:30 a.m. NFL Net.
Oct. 16 vs. NY. Jets noon FOX
Oct.23  at Washington noon FOX
ggt 20 :: gl(:{f:)li(t) Zﬁ(?np'm' E‘g)f Preston Smith De’andre Campbell Quay Walker ' Rashan Gary
Now. B3 vs. Dallas 325 pm. FOX Jonathan Garvin Isaiah McDuffie Isaiah McDuffie Kingsley Enagbare
Nov.17  vs. Tennessee 705p.m. Prime
Nov.27 at Philadelphia 7:20 p.m. NBC
Dec.4 at Chicago noon FOX
Bye week
Dec.19 vs.L.A.Rams 715p.m. ESPN
Dec.25 at Miami noon FOX
Jan.1  vs. Minnesota 3:25 p.m. CBS Adrian Amos Darnell Savage
Jan. 78  vs. Detroit TBD  TBD Dallin Leavitt Rudy Ford
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GIANTS DEPTH CHART

OFFENSE

Saquon Barkley
Matt Breida

=
o

Kadarius Toney
Darius Slayton

N I v ¢ e I

Mark Glowinski
Tanner Hudson Devery Hamilton Ben Bredeson

Daniel Bellinger Evan Neal

DEFENSE

S

Azeez Ojulari
Jihad Ward

=

Aaron Robinson
Cor’Dale Flott

=

Kayvon Thibodeaux
Oshane Ximines

Julian Love
Dane Belton

RETURN OF A CLASSIC

SCHEDULE

Thursday's Games
Indianapolis at Denver, 715 p.m.
Sunday's Games
Dani N.Y. Giants at Green Bay (in London), 8:30 a.m.
aniel Jones X
Tyrod Taylor Pittsburgh at Buffalo, noon

L.A. Chargers at Cleveland, noon
Houston at Jacksonville, noon
Chicago at Minnesota, noon

Detroit at New England, noon

Seattle at New Orleans, noon
@ @ Miami at NY. Jets, noon

Atlanta at Tampa Bay, noon

Wan'Da!e Robinson  Kenny Golladay Tennessee at Washington, noon
Richie James David Sills V San Francisco at Carolina, 3:05 p.m.

Philadelphia at Arizona, 3:25 p.m.
Dallas at L.A. Rams, 3:25 p.m.
Cincinnati at Baltimore, 7:20 p.m.
Monday's Games
Las Vegas at Kansas City, 715 p.m.
Next Thursday's Games
Washington at Chicago, 7:15 p.m.

STANDINGS
O O el el

Ben Bredeson Andrew Thomas
Joshua Ezeudu Joshua Ezeudu

Jon Feliciano
Ben Bredeson

WLT WLT
Dexter Lawrence Leonard Williams Philadelphia 4 0 0 Miami 310
Justin Ells Nick Williams Dallas 310 Buffdo 310
NY.Giants 3 1 0 NY. Jets 220
Washington 1 3 0 Newkngland 1 3 0
North North
Darnay Holmes Adoree’ Jackson Te.am wLT Team wLT
Cor'Dale Flott Cor'Dale Flott Minnesota 3 1 0 Cleveland 220
GreenBay 3 1 0  Cincinnati 220
Chicago 2 2 0 Baltimore 220
@ @ Detroit 1 30 Pittsburgh 1 30
South South
Tae Crowder Austin Calitro Team WLT Team WLT
Micah McFadden Micah McFadden TampaBay 2 2 0  Jacksonville 2 2 O
Atlanta 2 20 Tennessee 2 20
Carolina 1 3 0 Indianapolis 1 21
New Orleans 1 3 0  Houston 031
West West
Team WLT Team WLT
Sanfrancisco 2 2 0  KansasCity 3 1 0
Xavier McKinney LA.Rams 2 2 0 LA.Chargers 2 2 0
Dane Belton Seattle 2 20  Denver 220
Arizona 2 20 lasVegas 1 30

STUBBORN BROTHERS BREWERY

SHAWANO CLUB PILSNER

BREWED IN 1914 & NOW 2022
MASTER BREWER AARON GILLING

EXCLUSIVELY IN SHAWANO

Available at these locations
Charlies Country Market, Stubborn

Brothers Brewery, And The Stock Market

JOIN THE CLUB

—
AARON GILLING
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REPORT CARD: QUARTER SEASON REVIEW

ning backs Aaron Jones and A.J. Dillon.

By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

With four games in the book, the
Green Bay Packers are 3-1 at the unof-
ficial quarter pole of the 2022 NFL
season. They are a flawed team, to be
sure, but there also are some undeni-
able building blocks as the season
continues in London against the New
York Giants on Sunday.

“Especially for the young guys, just
understanding not every win is going
to be pretty,” receiver Allen Lazard
said after the overtime victory over the
Patriots. “The end of the first quarter
of the season, they got an experience

now that we’ve had good wins. We’ve
had gut-wrenching wins and, obvi-
ously, a loss that we’re not too proud
of, either.

“Getting that first quarter out of the
way and that experience, kind of be
able to knock off the rust for the rest of
us and attack the rest of the season in
a strong passionate way I think we’re
setting ourselves up great.”

Here’s what’s great, and not so
great, starting with four building
blocks.

Aaron Jones and A.J. Dillon

Following the trade of Davante
Adams, the Packers entered the season
having to ride the dynamic duo of run-

And that’s just what they’ve done.
The Packer are seventh in rushing per
game (145) and ninth in rushing per
carry (5).

Jones has never been looked more
explosive. Of the 29 backs with at least
40 carries, Jones is No. 1 by a wide
margin with his 6.8-yard average. On
its own, his NFL-best 4.42 yards after
contact would rank 16th, according to
Pro Football Focus. In 2019, his forced
a career-high 48 missed tackles. With
18 already, he’s on pace for 76.

Dillon has found tough sledding on
his opportunities but really delivered
down the stretch against the Patriots.

David Bakhtiari's return

A five-time All-Pro, left tackle
David Bakhtiari suffered a torn ACL at
practice on Dec. 31, 2020. His come-
back included two surgeries, one
game last year, one more surgery and
a belated debut this year. Bakhtiari
started the week three game at Tampa
Bay, then played 70 snaps against New
England.

Before the injury, Bakhtiari was
arguably the best offensive lineman
in football. If he can play at anywhere
close to that level in December and
beyond, the Packers will feel good
about their chances for contending for
a Super Bowl.

Green Bay Packers safety Rudy Ford (20) makes a tackle against the New England Patriots on Oct. 2 in Green Bay.

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
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Rashan Gary and Kenny Clark

How high were the expectations
for Green Bay’s defense? So high that
its No. 7 ranking in points allowed and
No. 5 spot in total defense somehow
seems disappointing.

Two players who have not been
disappointments: defensive tackle
Kenny Clark and outside linebacker
Rashan Gary.

Clark, the established star on the
defensive line, ranks third among
all interior defenders in PFF’s pass-
rushing productivity, which measures
sacks, hits and hurries per pass-rushing
snap.

Gary is tied for third in the NFL
with five sacks and is one of only two
players with at least one sack in every
game. He is sixth in PFF’s PRP.

Special teams

Green Bay ranks 21st in Football
Outsiders’ special teams rankings.
That’s not great. It’s also not 32nd,
where the Packers have been rou-
tinely perched over the last several
years.

The great special teams produce
big plays on returns and limit opposing
returns. With Amari Rodgers return-
ing kicks, the Packers haven’t created
any big plays. But at least they’ve
prevented them.

In three of the first four games,
the coverage units were tremendous.
The offseason additions of defensive
backs Rudy Ford, Keisean Nixon and
Dallin Leavitt have been excellent, and
veteran punt Pat O’Donnell has played
a huge role in Green Bay scoring field-
position advantages.

Here are three areas where the
team can grow:

Rookie experience

First-round linebacker Quay
Walker has been a starter since Day
1 of training camp. Fourth-round
receiver Romeo Doubs played a lot the
first two weeks and started the last two
games. Those early snaps, presumably,
will pay dividends as their experience
level builds.

Walker is second on the team with
25 tackles and he forced a big fumble
at Tampa Bay. He hasn’t been great
but that ridiculous combination of
size and speed has shown up at times
with a remarkable ability to cover a
lot of ground in a hurry. His goal-line
tackle of a scrambling Bears quarter-
back Justin Fields is the most obvious
example.

Doubs has been really good and
really bad. The good is his suddenness
to win deep and his ability to manu-
facture yards after the catch through
speed and power.

YAC is the hallmark of Matt LaF-
leur’s passing attack and Doubs is a

real weapon.

On the other hand, he fumbled his
first catch each of the last two weeks
and had the end-zone drop vs. New
England.

Walker and Doubs look like future
stars. Will they reach that level this
year?

Run defense

Green Bay’s run defense ranked
24th in yards allowed per attempt in
2019, 21st in 2020 and 30th in 2021,
the first season with Joe Barry as
defensive coordinator. Surely, the
re-signing of All-Pro De’Vondre
Campbell, the additions of Walker in
the draft and defensive tackle Jarran
Reed in free agency, and the growth
of second-year defensive tackle T.J.
Slaton would turn weakness into
strength. Right?

Not so much. The Packers enter
week five ranked 22nd with 4.97
yards allowed per carry. They
couldn’t stop Minnesota’s Dalvin
Cook in week one, couldn’t tackle
Chicago’s David Montgomery in
week two and couldn’t stop New
England’s backs from getting around
the corner in week four.

The Packers will need to play
much, much better against NFL rush-
ing leader Saquon Barkley on Sunday
in London against the Giants.

“Quite frankly, I think we’ve got to
play more physical. We can’t just sit
back and catch” blocks, LaFleur said.

Turnovers

The Packers have been one of the
best teams in the NFL throughout
Aaron Rodgers’ tenure at quarterback
because of, well, Rodgers. But turn-
overs have been a big part of the suc-
cess, too. From 2008 through 2021, the
Packers ranked second in giveaways,
second in takeaways and second in
turnover differential.

Through four games this year, the
Packers rank toward the bottom of
those lists with seven giveaways, four
takeaways and a minus-3 total. Rodg-
ers has thrown three interceptions
— he had 13 the past three seasons
— and Rasul Douglas doesn’t have an
interception after grabbing five picks
last year.

There isn’t a more important stat in
football than turnovers. The Packers
are flirting with disaster unless they
can find their typical turnover domi-
nance.

“We always talk about the ball.
When you lose the turnover battle,
you’re kind of putting yourself back
against the 8-ball,” LaFleur said. “To
be able to come out in top and lose
the turnover battle I think it says a lot
about our guys, just the resiliency that
we look for.”

Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers delivers a pass during the team's game against the New

England Patriots on Oct. 2 in Green Bay.

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

Green Bay Packers running back A.J. Dillon runs the ball against the New England Patriots on Oct. 2 in

Green Bay.

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
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b

‘Expert

Morgan Rode

NEW Media Sports Editor

Week 5 Games: Sunday, October 9

Tennessee @ Washington
San Francisco @ Carolina
Philadelphia @ Arizona
Dallas @ LA Rams
Cincinnati @ Baltimore

Indianapolis @ Denver............... Thurs., Oct. 6
Pittsburgh @ Buffalo

LA Chargers @ Cleveland

Houston @ Jacksonville

Chicago @ Minnesota

Detroit @ New England Las Vegas @ Kansas City ............ Mon., Oct. 10

Seattle @ New Orleans

Miami @ NY Jets Tie Breaker Game:

Atlanta @ Tampa Bay Game: NY Giants @ Green Bay (London)
This Week’'s Picks: This Week’'s Picks: This Week’s Picks:
Denver New Orleans LA Rams Denver Seattle LA Rams Indianapolis  Seattle LA Rams
Buffalo Miami Baltimore Buffalo Miami Baltimore Buffalo Miami Baltimore
LA Chargers ~ Tampa Bay Kansas City Cleveland Tampa Bay Kansas City LA Chargers TampaBay  Kansas City
Jacksonville  Tennessee Jacksonville Tennessee Jacksonville Washington
Minnesota San Francisco Minnesota San Francisco Minnesota San Francisco
New England  Arizona New England  Philadelphia Detroit Philadelphia

Morgan Rode Tie Breaker Game: Tim Murphy Tie Breaker Game: Luke Reimer Tie Breaker Game:

N ) . New
l\;l\l:(n/a Final Score : NY Giants 26 @ Green Bay 31 M:é’iva Final Score: NY Giants 24 @ Green Bay 27 Media Final Score: NY Giants 13 @ Green Bay 24
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[
-
Fﬂl:l:ﬂW This Week’s
-
winner:
m ”B ;
|I
Weekly Standings Weekly Overall Weekly Standings Weekly  Overall
Record Record Record  Record
22 Shell 13-3 41-23  Iverson’s Piggly Wiggly 10-6 36-28
Gene's Floor Covering 10-6 39-25  Tim Murphy 10-6 36-28
Buss Automotive 115 38-26  Luke Reimer 11-5 35-29
Shawano Seasons Restaurant 11-5 38-26  Tower Clock Eye Center 11-5 35-29
Bill Huber 115 36-28  Morgan Rode 10-6 34-30
Charter Aarrowcast 10-6 36-28  SennInsurance 13-3 34-30
This Week’'s Picks: This Week’'s Picks: This Week’'s Picks:
Denver Ngw ereans LA Rams Denver New Orleans LA Rams Denver Seattle LA Rams
Buffalo Miami Baltimore Buffalo NY Jets Baltimore Buffalo Miami Baltimore
LA Chargers  Tampa Bay Kansas City Cleveland Tampa Bay Kansas City LA Chargers ~ Tampa Bay Kansas City
Jacksonville  Tennessee Jacksonville  Tennessee Jacksonville  Tennessee
Minnesota San Francisco Minnesota San Francisco Minnesota San Francisco
Detroit Philadelphia New England  Philadelphia New England  Philadelphia
Robert Buss Tie Breaker Game: Shane Senn Tie Breaker Game: Charter Tie Breaker Game:
; S . . Aarrowcast . .
Buss Automotive Final Score: NY Giants 13 @ Green Bay 28 Ins:r'::'nce Final Score: NY Giants 17 @ Green Bay 31 Shavx(no Final Score: NY Giants 13 @ Green Bay 17
This Week’'s Picks: This Week’'s Picks: This Week’'s Picks:
Denver New Orleans LA Rams Indianapolis ~ New Orleans LA Rams Indianapolis ~ New Orleans LA Rams
Buffalo Miami Baltimore Buffalo Miami Baltimore Buffalo Miami Baltimore
LA Chargers ~ Tampa Bay Las Vegas LA Chargers ~ Tampa Bay Kansas City Cleveland Tampa Bay Kansas City
Jacksonville  Tennessee Jacksonville  Tennessee Jacksonville  Tennessee
Minnesota San Francisco Minnesota San Francisco Chicago Carolina
Detroit Arizona Detroit Arizona New England  Philadelphia
Iverson’s Staff Tie Breaker Game: I Memory of Tie Breaker Game: Gene Maas Tie Breaker Game:
Iversnon’s . . Patty Lasher . . Gene’s Floor . :
Piggly Wiggly Final Score: NY Giants 12 @ Green Bay 24 Shal\éveasrtl:uSrg:ionS Final Score: NY Giants 17 @ Green Bay 27 Coverings Final Score: NY Giants 14 @ Green Bay 28
This Week’'s Picks: This Week’s Picks: This Week’'s Picks:
Denver New Orleans LA Rams Denver New Orleans  LaRams Indianapolis ~ New Orleans LA Rams
Buffalo Miami Baltimore Buffalo NY Jets Baltimore Buffalo Miami Baltimore
LA Chargers  Tampa Bay Kansas City La Chargers ~ Tampa Bay Kansas City Chargers Tampa Bay Kansas City
Jacksonville  Tennessee Jacksonville  Tennessee Jacksonville  Tennessee
Minnesota San Francisco Minnesota San Francisco Minnesota San Francisco
New England  Philadelphia Detroit Philadelphia New England  Philadelphia
Bill Huber Tie Breaker Game: Brel;]dﬁ Tie Breaker Game: Jim Wies:an: Tie Breaker Game:
N 25 Tower ( .
M:(n’a Final Score: NY Giants 17 @ Green Bay 27 ¢ Final Score: NY Giants 14 @ Green Bay 24 oE‘;vee(rem:rc Final Score: NY Giants 13 @ Green Bay 20
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KEYS TO THE GAME

By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

The Green Bay Packers (3-1) will
take on the New York Giants (3-1) at
8:30 a.m. at Tottenham Hotspur Sta-
dium in London. NFL Network will
televise the game. It will be shown
locally on WLUK-TV Channel 11.

History

The Packers lead the series 34-26-
2, including 29-23-2 in regular-season
play. The Packers have won the last
three, including 31-13 in snowy New
York in 2019. This is Green Bay’s first
international game; the Giants are 2-0
in London, with victories over the
Dolphins in 2007 and Rams in 2016.

Coaches

Green Bay — Matt LaFleur, 42-11,
fourth season. New York — Brian
Daboll, 3-1, first season.

When the Packers have the ball

Coming off games against the pow-
erful defenses fielded by the Bucca-
neers and Patriots, it will be another
big-time challenge against the Giants.
New York ranks ninth with 17.8 points
allowed per game. The Giants are
27th in yards allowed per rushing play
(5.08) and 15th in yards allowed per
passing play (6.65). They are the only
team without an interception.

So, what are they doing well?
They’ve dominated situationally,
ranking second on third down (29.4%
conversions) and in the red zone
(35.7% touchdowns).

Led by former Ravens defensive
coordinator Don “Wink” Martindale,
who led that team to a cumulative
No. 1 ranking in points allowed from
2018 through 2020, the Giants oper-
ate out of a base 3-4 alignment.

Former first-round picks Leon-
ard Williams and Dexter Lawrence
anchor the defensive line. Acquired
from the Jets in 2019, Williams had
11¥2 sacks in 2020 and 6%2 sacks in
2021. He doesn’t have any this sea-
son. The 340-pound Lawrence is a
beast against the run and already is
halfway to his career high with two
sacks.

Kayvon Thibodeaux and Azeez
Ojulari are the outside linebackers.
The fifth pick in this year’s draft,
Thibodeaux has four pressures in his
two games. Ojulari and backups Jihad
Ward and Oshane Ximines have one
sack apiece.

Tae Crowder is the every-down
linebacker. He’s second on the team
with 25 tackles. Micah McFadden and
former Cowboys star Jaylon Smith

Green Bay Packers center Josh Myers, left, and running back A.J. Dillon, right, celebrate with tight end Robert Tonyan during a game against the New England

Patriots on Oct. 2 in Green Bay.

split time as the other linebacker.
Smith, a bust during his brief op-
portunity with the Packers a couple
years ago, had seven tackles vs. Chi-
cago last week.

Adoree Jackson and Fabian
Moreau are the cornerbacks, Xavier
McKinney and Julian Love are the
safeties, and Darney Holmes enters
as the slot in nickel situations. Aaron
Robinson had been one of the start-
ing corners but suffered a knee injury
vs. Chicago and probably will not be
available, Daboll told reporters on
Monday.

Love leads the team with 27
tackles. McKinney is tied for third
with 20 and leads with three passes
defensed. Moreau gave up seven
touchdowns last season with Atlanta.

When the Giants have the ball

The Giants are 18th in scor-
ing with 19 points per game. They
haven’t topped 21 this year. They are
second in rushing per play but 32nd
in passing per play. They’re 31st in
sack percentage, 27th on third down
and 23rd in the red zone.

Last week, Patriots starting
quarterback Mac Jones was out
with an ankle injury. Could the
Packers dodge another starter this
week? New York’s Daniel Jones was
knocked out of last week’s victory
over Chicago with an ankle injury.
Then, veteran backup Tyrod Taylor
suffered a concussion.

“Daniel is feeling a little bit better
today. We’ll just see how that goes,”
Daboll said. “I just think each day
we take a look at him. He can throw
from the pocket just fine. Obviously,
he has another skillset that you can
utilize, whether that’s move the
pockets or zone-reads. So, I'd say the
first thing we do is make sure he’s as
healthy as can be, and if he can do
the things we need him to do for that
gameplan, then we talk about it. If he
can’t, then he can’t.”

Regardless of the quarterback, the
Giants’ offense runs through elite
running back Saquon Barkley. Fully
healed from a torn ACL, he’s been
a terror. Through four games, he is
No. lin the NFL in rushes (84) and
rushing yards (463). His 5.51-yard
average ranks seventh among backs.
With Barkley and Jones (6.23-yard
average) leading the way, the Giants
are averaging a robust 5.75 yards per
carry.

The Giants’ receiver corps is a
mess. Veteran Sterling Shepard, their
top player at the position, will miss
the rest of the season with a torn
ACL. Kenny Golladay, as has been
the story for much of his career, is
out due to injury - a knee this time.
Rookie Wan’Dale Robinson suf-
fered a knee injury in the opener and
hasn’t played since.

Kadarius Toney, last year’s No. 1
pick, has been out with a hamstring
injury. It’s possible Robinson or
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Toney will return and join Richie
James and David Sills as the receiv-
ers. James and Barkley have a team-
high 15 catches. Tight end Daniel
Bellinger has caught eight passes.

The offensive line features first-
round picks Andrew Thomas at left
tackle and rookie Evan Neal at right
tackle. The veteran interior, filled
with castoffs from other teams, is
soft. Left guard Ben Bredeson is from
Hartland and played at Michigan.
While Thomas is a stud, right guard
Mark Glowinski and Neal are the
weak links.

Special teams

Green Bay’s special teams met
its match last week against New
England but should have an edge this
week. The Giants are 20th in punt
returns, 26th in kickoff returns, 29th
in punt coverage and 20th in kickoff
coverage.

Kicker Graham Gano is a weapon.
He’s made 9-of-11 field goals, in-
cluding all four from 50-plus yards.
Punter Jamie Gillan is averaging a
whopping 51.1 yards per punt. He’s
put six inside the 20 but has three
touchbacks.

For Green Bay, Pat O’Donnell
leads the NFL with 11 punts placed
inside the 20. Mason Crosby is 4-of-4
on field goals, including last week’s
chip-shot game-winner, but he is
30th in touchback percentage and
3lst in net average.
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Q&A WITH ROMEO DOUBS

By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

Q: The other day, (receivers
coach) Jason Vrable said you go
to the Don Hutson Center by
yourself to catch passes. How
did that start? And why?

A: T had too much time through-
out the day. I figured coming here,
it would be a completely different
schedule than I would usually have.
I'm first year in the NFL. We have
a lot more time than we think so I
frequently like to make time to go
to the Don Hutson and catch foot-
balls. It became a routine. I've been

doing it frequently on my own time.

Q: What’s the schedule? Every
day? After practices?

A: It’s just a routine. Every day, I
make sure I find some time to catch
footballs. That’s just respecting the
game. Not only is it going to get me
better as a player, I truthfully just
want to respect the game as much

as I can.

Q: How many balls are you
catching?

A: 1 catch maybe 100, 150 balls.

Q: Are you standing in front of
the JUGS? Or that fancy new one
in which you can run routes and
it will fire them to a specific spot?

A: The JUGS. I'm stationary and
rotate ways three or four times.
One round, maybe two rounds, with
each. I just want to find things I can
do to progress and make myself a
better player so I'll be reliable, just
like everyone else that’s here.

Q: Is it just you?

A: It’s just me sometimes. Juwann
(Winfree), he’s catching footballs —
I see him all the time after practice
catching footballs. Christian (Wat-
son) and Samori (Toure) and my-
self, we’re either working top of the
routes or catching footballs on the
JUGS. So, it’s not just me. There’s a
lot of us doing extra stuff.

Q: How long have you been
doing that?

A: 1 forgot when I started. I think
I started maybe camp. I don’t know.
I forgot. Again, I'm just trying to
show some humility. Anything I do,
there’s a reason behind it, and I'm
just being myself, being a football
player and just being a great person
to this community. This is probably
the best city to be in. I'm just fortu-
nate and blessed, man. I can’t thank
God enough, seriously.

Q: Everyone has noted you’ve
taken a professional approach
to everything. Where does that
come from?

A: You’ve just got to be able to
attack the days that you get, man.
Some days, it isn’t always going
to go your way. You’re going to
have good, bad and ugly days. I try
to not preach that to y’all here or
whoever watches this after. I try to
make that muscle memory for me

AT A GLANCE

Number: 87
Age: 22

Season: Rookie
College: Nevada

because I've been consistent with it
through my years, high school, col-
lege, getting up to this point now.

Q: Aaron Rodgers has talked
a lot about staying patient with
you and Christian because
you’ve both shown a lot of po-
tential. How tough is it for you
to stay patient with yourself?

A:Tam working on a lot of my
patience, man. Nothing good, noth-
ing bad, nothing ugly. I just know
what the situation is like here, and
whenever that opportunity comes,
it comes. Up until whatever point
it is, I'm just going to be the role
player that I am, just take advan-
tage of any play and any opportu-
nity that (comes).”

Green Bay Packers receiver Romeo Doubs jumps into the crowd after scoring a touchdown against the New England Patriots on Oct. 2 in Green Bay.
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Packers grind out OT win vs. Patriots

Crosby's 31-yard
field goal pushes
Green Bay to 3-1

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

A walk-off 31-yard field goal from
Mason Crosby clinched a 27-24 vic-
tory for the Green Bay Packers over
the New England Patriots on Oct. 2
in Green Bay.

On Green Bay’s second overtime
drive, the Packers marched 50 yards
in 12 plays, spanning six minutes
and 53 seconds. Receptions from
wide receivers Allen Lazard, Ran-
dall Cobb and Romeo Doubs led to
four straight carries from running
back A.J. Dillon to set up Crosby’s
game-winner.

Once again, Dillon was one of
the main focuses of the offense for
Green Bay, as the Boston College
alum totaled 73 yards on 17 carries.
Dillon’s running mate Aaron Jones,

Green Bay Packers linebacker Rashan Gary reacts during the game against the New England Patriots on

Oct. 2 in Green Bay.

logged 110 rushing yards on 16 car-
ries.

Similar to Green Bay’s win over
the Chicago Bears in week two, the
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run game looked to be the featured
part of the offense. With Jones

and Dillon taking 33 carries out of

Green Bay’s 35, quarterback Aaron

Rodgers recorded one rush for one
yard and rookie Christian Watson
recorded one carry for 15 yards.

Watson’s lone carry proved to
be the starting point for the Pack-
ers’ offense, as he brought the carry
into the end zone to not only score
Green Bay’s first six points of the
game, but also to record his first
career touchdown.

Coming into the game, Patriots
starting quarterback Mac Jones was
ruled out of the game, due to an
ankle injury. Backup quarterback
Brian Hoyer was subsequently
ruled out of the game early, as he
suffered a head injury. That set the
stage for fourth-round draft selec-
tion Bailey Zappe to get his first bit
of regular season NFL experience.
Zappe went 10-for-15 with 99 yards
and a touchdown.

Rodgers, on the other hand,
threw for 251 yards and two touch-
downs on 21 completions. Rodgers’
third quarter touchdown pass to
Doubs was his 500th career touch-
down, between the regular season
and the playoffs. This makes Rodg-
ers the fifth player in NFL history
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to record 500 touchdowns, joining
fellow quarterbacks Tom Brady,
Peyton Manning, Brett Favre and
Drew Brees.

“It’s a fun number — that is a lot
of touchdowns,” said Rodgers. “A lot
of different guys involved in that.”

New England jumped out to a
3-0 lead, with running back Damien
Harris recording 22 yards on the
drive. The biggest play of the drive
though came when Hoyer hit New
England wide receiver Nelson Ag-
holor for 27 yards. On Green Bay’s
subsequent drive, Rodgers complet-
ed a l-yard pass to Doubs, which he
fumbled.

After forcing New England to
punt twice in a row, Green Bay
finally got on the board with 13
minutes to go in the first half on
Watson’s rushing touchdown.

After two punts each, the Patri-
ots found themselves marching late
in the second quarter. A Rashan
Gary sack, fumble and fumble
recovery gave the Packers the
ball back with just over a minute
remaining.

With just 13 seconds left, Rodg-
ers’ pass intended for Lazard was
intercepted and returned for a
touchdown by Patriots corner Jack
Jones. This was just Rodgers’ fourth

interception returned for a touch-
down in his career.

“I have thrown four pick-sixes
and at least two of them on that
route, so those are frustrating,” said
Rodgers.

Scoring came quick in the sec-
ond half, as the Packers marched
down the field in 10 plays, culminat-
ing in a 20-yard touchdown recep-
tion from tight end Robert Tonyan.
Jones and Lazard led the way on
the drive, recording 29 yards on the
ground and 32 yards through the
air, respectively.

New England answered, scoring
a touchdown of their own, by way
of a 25-yard receiving touchdown
from Zappe, to go up 24-17 with just
over 11 minutes remaining.

Green Bay immediately an-
swered, moving down the field
in nine plays. Doubs completed
the drive with a 13-yard receiving
touchdown.

The Packers’ defense then
stepped up to end regulation, as
they forced New England to punt
twice, one due to a Green Bay punt
downed at the 2-yard line.

In overtime, the Packers went
three and out, before the defense
once again forced the Patriots to
punt.

Gary was a standout on defense,
as he recorded two sacks and
seven tackles overall. Gary has now
started the year with four straight
games with a sack.

“I am just chipping away, day-
by-day,” said Gary on his hot start
to the season. “I am not really pay-
ing attention to it. I want to go as a
team and as a unit, you know, that
is what I am trying to add to.”

Following the game, Rodgers
spoke on what could be his last
career matchup against Patriots
head coach Bill Belichick. Rodgers
currently has a 2-2 record against

ONLINE

Green Bay Packers news and photos can also be
found online at www.newmedia-wi.com.

Belichick and the Patriots, with one
loss coming after replacing Favre in
game in 2006.

“Yeabh, it likely is the last time —
a lot of respect for Bill, it’s nice to
beat him — that brings us to 2-1, but
I played a lot in ‘06,” said Rodgers.
“A lot of respect for Bill, he is a leg-
end and deserves all of the credit
that he gets.”

Ireimer@newmedia-wi.com



PAGE 16 * NEW MEDIA = www.newmedia-wi.com * FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2022




	20221007_GG_GG_1
	20221007_GG_GG_2
	20221007_GG_GG_3
	20221007_GG_GG_4
	20221007_GG_GG_5
	20221007_GG_GG_6
	20221007_GG_GG_7
	20221007_GG_GG_8
	20221007_GG_GG_9
	20221007_GG_GG_10
	20221007_GG_GG_11
	20221007_GG_GG_12
	20221007_GG_GG_13
	20221007_GG_GG_14
	20221007_GG_GG_15
	20221007_GG_GG_16

