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Green Bay Packers wide receiver Randall Cobb watches a pass go into his hands during the third day of training camp on July 29. Cobb figures to be a relied on receiver this year, as Davante Adams is no longer
on the team and the Packers have brought in four new faces at the wide receiver position. LUKE REIMER | NEW MEDIA
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Pack’s GM excited about team’s d-line, OLBs

Team needs
improvement

at WR and on
special teams

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

The Green Bay Packers once again
have their eyes set on winning the
Super Bowl after suffering a heart-
breaking divisional round loss to the
San Francisco 49ers back in January.

This offseason though, the Pack-
ers underwent a change on offense,
as two-time All-Pro wide receiver
Davante Adams was traded to the Las
Vegas Raiders in the offseason. This
opens up a major vacancy in the re-
ceiving room, as Adams was targeted
169 times in 2021. Those 169 targets
were tied for second in all of the NFL.

The Packers combated Adams’
departure by signing wide receiver
Sammy Watkins, who spent 2021
with the Baltimore Ravens. The team
also drafted three more wide receiv-
ers who made the 53-man roster —
second-round pick Christian Watson,
fourth-round pick Romeo Doubs and
seventh-round pick Samori Toure.

Toure finished the preseason with
nine receptions for 125 yards. Due to
his performance in preseason games
and in training camp, Toure found a
spot on the active roster over Juwann
Winfree, who has been with the team
since 2020. Winfree was recently
signed to the Packers’ practice squad.

“Those are some tough calls,”
said Packers General Manager Brian
Gutekunst, when talking about keep-
ing Toure over Winfree. “Samori
really started to excel towards the
second half of training camp. Samo-
ri’s ability in the slot and his ability
to get open really intrigues us.”

With four new faces in the receiv-
ing room, buzz surrounding the
running back duo of Aaron Jones and
A.]. Dillon has commenced. The duo
are currently the only running backs
on the Packers’ depth chart, but 2021
seventh-round pick Kylin Hill, who
will miss the first four games of the
season, figures to be in the mix as
well.

With the lack of depth currently at
the running back position, Gutekunst
said that a wide receiver could help
to fill that void.

Green Bay Packers outside linebacker Preston Smith (91) jumps on the back of fellow outside linebacker
Rashan Gary (52) as the two celebrate a defensive play during the divisional round of the 2021 playoffs

against the San Francisco 49ers.

“I think that the emergence of
Amari Rodgers doing some stuff back
there on gameday could help us,”
said Gutekunst. “We have some flex-
ibility there, so that was part of the
decision (to only keep two running
backs on the active roster).”

In regards to the defensive side of
the ball, Gutekunst said that a major
focal point of the defense will be the
defensive line. The Packers enter
season with six defensive lineman
on the active roster — Kenny Clark,
Dean Lowry, Jarran Reed, T.J. Slaton,
Devonte Wyatt and Jonathan Ford.

“We are excited about our defen-
sive line group — we think it is very
deep,” said Gutekunst, noting the
talent at each position, as well as on
the practice squad. “If we have to dig
into depth, we feel pretty good about
it.”

Outside linebackers were also a
point of emphasis during Gutekunst’s
Aug. 31 press conference, as
Gutekunst said that he feels com-
fortable on the state of that position

FILE | NEW MEDIA

room.

“We have had some guys with
Rashan (Gary), Preston (Smith) and
Jonathan Garvin coming back — J.J.
(Kingsley Enagbare) is really the
only new one — obviously Tipa
(Galeai) is there as well — so, really
four of those guys have been here
and we know what those guys are,”
said Gutekunst. “Jonathan and Tipa
have really taken some nice steps
and obviously Preston and Rashan
are real-deal players. I think for us, as
we go through it, when Rashan and
Preston come off of the field, those
other guys have to hold their own.”

Special teams was a major issue
for the Packers in 2021, as a myriad of
special teams mistakes led to many
scoring opportunities for the oppo-
nents. This included San Francisco
blocking a punt and returning it for a
touchdown to tie the game late in the
fourth quarter in the divisional round
of the playoffs.

In the offseason, the Packers hired
Las Vegas special team coordinator

Green Bay Packers receiver Amari Rodgers carries
the ball on a return during the team's win over
the Chicago Bears on Dec. 12, 2021, at Lambeau
Field in Green Bay. Packers GM Brian Gutekunst
said that with Rodgers’ emergence to be used of
out the backfield, Packers officials felt comfort-
able keeping only two running backs on the active
roster. FLIE | NEW MEDIA

Rich Bisaccia to help rebuild that
unit.

“I think that we have done a little
bit of things that might be out of
character for us, as far as some of the
guys that we brought in that don’t
play as big of a role on offense or
defense, but are more heavy special
teams players,” said Gutekunst, on
what has changed in the offseason
with special teams. “We will kind of
see how that goes. We have to get
better there to accomplish the goals
that this team wants to accomplish.”

Over the last three regular seasons,
the Packers have have compiled a
record of 39-10, giving head coach
Matt LaFleur the NFL record for
most regular season wins in their first
three seasons as a head coach. With
that 39-10 record though, the Packers
are just 2-3 in the playoffs over that
stretch, with two losses coming in
NFC Championship Games.

With Aaron Rodgers on the team
for his 18th season, the most in Green
Bay history, the Packers are once
again looking to compete for a cham-
pionship.

“It is the same thing as last year,
just winning the (NFC) North again
and just hoping to get over that hump
and make it to the Super Bowl,” said
Green Bay Packers guard Royce
Newman, on his goals for the team
for the season.

Ireimer@newmedia-wi.com
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PACKERS ROSTER

Active
# NAME

2 Mason Crosby
6 Dallin Leavitt
7 Quay Walker
8 Amari Rodgers
9 Christian Watson
10 Jordan Love

11 Sammy Watkins
12 Aaron Rodgers
13 Allen Lazard
16 Pat O'Donnell
18 Randall Cobb
20 Rudy Ford

21 Eric Stokes

22 Shemar Jean-Charles

23 Jaire Alexander
24 Tariq Carpenter
25 Keisean Nixon
26 Darnell Savage
28 AJ Dillon

29 Rasul Douglas
31 Adrian Amos
33 Aaron Jones
40 Tipa Galeai

50 Zach Tom

51 Krys Barnes
52 Rashan Gary
53 Jonathan Garvin

55 Kingsley Enagbare

56 Jack Coco
58 lIsaiah McDuffie

59 De'Vondre Campbell

63 Rasheed Walker
67 Jake Hanson
69 David Bakhtiari
70 Royce Newman
71 Josh Myers

73 Yosh Nijman

74 Elgton Jenkins
75 Sean Rhyan
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WT.
207
195
241
212
208
219
21
225
227
220
195
200
194
184
196
230
200
198
247
209
214
208
229
304
229
277
257
258
248
227
232
324
296
310
310
310
314
30
321

16

AGE EXP. COLLEGE

Colorado

Utah State
Georgia
Clemson

North Dakota State
Utah State
Clemson
California

lowa State
Miami
Kentucky
Auburn
Georgia
Appalachian State
Louisville
Georgia Tech
South Carolina
Maryland
Boston College
West Virginia
Penn State
Texas-El Paso
Utah State
Wake Forest
UCLA
Michigan
Miami

South Carolina
Georgia Tech
Boston College
Minnesota
Penn State
Oregon
Colorado
Mississippi
Ohio State
Virginia Tech
Mississippi State
UCLA

76 Jon Runyan

81 Josiah Deguara
83 Samori Toure
84 Tyler Davis

85 Robert Tonyan
87 Romeo Doubs
89 Marcedes Lewis
90 Jarran Reed

91 Preston Smith
93 T.J.Slaton

94 Dean Lowry
95 Devonte Wyatt
97 Kenny Clark
99 Jonathan Ford
Reserve/Injured
5 Ishmael Hyman
30 Shawn Davis
38 Innis Gaines
47 Alizé Mack

82 Nate Becker
98 Akial Byers

Reserve/Physically Unable to Perform

32 Kylin Hill
Practice Squad
19 Danny Etling
27 Patrick Taylor

34 Micah Abernathy

39 Tyler Goodson

41 Benjie Franklin

43 Kiondre Thomas
45 Ramiz Ahmed

49 Kobe Jones

54 La'Darius Hamilton

57 Ray Wilborn
72 Caleb Jones
80 Shaun Beyer
86 Travis Fulgham
88 Juwann Winfree
96 Jack Heflin

98 Chris Slayton

G 6-4 307
TE 62 238
WR 61 191
TE 64 252
TE 65 240
WR 62 204
TE 66 267
DL 63 307
B 65 265
DL 64 330
DL 66 29
DL 63 304
DL 63 314
DL 65 338
WR 6-0 196
S 511 202
S 61 202
TE 64 25
TE 65 258
DL 63 308
RB 510 214
QB 63 222
RB 62 217
S 6-0 195
RB 59 197
B 60 172
B 60 186
K 511 193
LB 63 255
LB 62 26l
B 63 230
T 69 370
TE 65 250
WR 62 21
WR 61 210
DL 63 304
DL 64 307

25
25
24
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28
22
38
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29
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Michigan
Cincinnati
Nebraska
Georgia Tech
Indiana State
Nevada

UCLA
Alabama
Mississippi State
Florida
Northwestern
Georgia
UCLA

Miami

James Madison
Florida

TCU

Notre Dame
Miami (Ohio)
Missouri

Mississippi State

Lsu

Memphis
Tennessee
lowa

Tarleton State
Kansas State
Nevada
Mississippi State
North Texas
Ball State
Indiana

lowa

0Old Dominion
Colorado
lowa
Syracuse
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VIKINGS ROSTER

Active
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12

14
17

18

19

21

22
23
24
26
29
30
32
33
39
42
43

NAME

Greg Joseph
Alexander Mattison
Cameron Dantzler Sr.
Dalvin Cook
Jalen Reagor
Lewis Cine
Patrick Peterson
Kirk Cousins
Nick Mullens
Ryan Wright

K.J. Osborn
Justin Jefferson
Adam Thielen
Akayleb Evans
Harrison Smith
Andrew Booth Jr.
Camryn Bynum
Kene Nwangwu
Kris Boyd

C.J. Ham

Ty Chandler
Brian Asamoah Il
Chandon Sullivan
Andrew DePaola
Luiji Vilain

44 Josh Metellus

45
54
55
56
58
62
63
64
65
67
7

72

Troy Dye

Eric Kendricks
Za'Darius Smith
Garrett Bradbury
Jordan Hicks
Chris Reed
Vederian Lowe
Blake Brandel
Austin Schlottmann
Ed Ingram
Christian Darrisaw
Ezra Cleveland

POS. HT.
K 6-0
RB 51
B 62
RB 510
WR 51
S 6-2
B 6l
QB 63
QB 60
P 63
WR 51
WR 6
WR 62
B 62
S 6-2
BB 60
S 6-0
RB 6
B 51
FB 51
RB 51
B 60
BB 51
LS 61
OB 6-4
S 51
B 63
B 60
OB 6-4
C 63
B 61
G/C 63
T 6-6
T 67
G/C 66
G 63
T 6-5
G 6-6

WT.
206
215
190
210
197
199
198
205
210
245
203
195
200
198
21
194
200
210
195
250
204
226
189
229
252
207
225
232
272
300
236
314
320
315
300
307
315
312

AGE EXP. COLLEGE

28
24
24
27
23
22
32
34
27
22
25
23
32
23
33
21

24
24
25
29
24
22
26
35
24
24
25
30
30
27
30
30
23
25
26
23
23
24
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Florida Atlantic
Boise State
Mississippi State
Florida State
TCU

Georgia

LSU

Michigan State
Southern Mississippi
Tulane

Miami (Fla.)

LSuU

Minnesota State
Missouri

Notre Dame
Clemson
California

lowa State
Texas
Augustana (S.D.)
North Carolina
Oklahoma
Georgia State
Rutgers

Wake Forest
Michigan
Oregon

UCLA

Kentucky

North Carolina State
Texas
Minnesota State
lllinois

Oregon State
TCU

LSuU

Virginia Tech
Boise State

74 Olisaemeka Udoh
75 Brian O'Neill

82 Ben Ellefson

83 Jalen Nailor

84 Irv Smith Jr.

86 Johnny Mundt
90 Esezi Otomewo
91 Patrick Jones Il
92 James Lynch

93 Jonathan Bullard
94 Dalvin Tomlinson
96 Ross Blacklock
97 Harrison Phillips
98 D.J. Wonnum

99 Danielle Hunter
Reserve/Injured
76 TY. McGill Jr.

79 Kenny Willekes
81 Bisi Johnson

89 Thomas Hennigan

Reserve/Physically Unable to Perform

13 Blake Proehl

57 Ryan Connelly
Practice Squad

9 Trishton Jackson
11 David Blough

31 Tay Gowan

34 Nick Muse

35 Parry Nickerson
38 Bryant Koback
46 Myles Dorn

47 William Kwenkeu
50 T.J. Smith

51 Jaylen Twyman
60 Josh Sokol

68 Kyle Hinton

85 Dan Chisena

87 Travis Toivonen
95 Janarius Robinson

G 6-6 320
T 67 310
TE 63 250
WR 6-0 190
TE 62 240
TE 64 233
DL 65 282
OLB 6-4 264
DL 64 295
DL 63 290
DL 63 325
DL 65 307
DL 63 307
OB 65 258
OLB 65 263
DL 60 2%
DE 63 264
WR 6-0 210
WR 61 210
WR 61 190
B 62 234
WR 61 191

QB 61 205
B 62 18

TE 65 252
(B 510 179

RB 6-0 210
S 62 210
B 61 235
DL 63 300
DL 62 285
C 63 290
G 62 315

WR 63 203
WR 64 212

OB 65 258

25
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26
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24
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23
23
23
28
28
24
26
24
27
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24
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Elon
Pittsburgh
North Dakota State
Michigan State
Alabama
Oregon
Minnesota
Pittsburgh
Baylor

Florida
Alabama

TCU

Stanford

South Carolina
LU

N.C. State
Michigan State
Colorado State
Appalachian State

East Carolina
Wisconsin

Syracuse
Purdue

UCF

South Carolina
Tulane

Toledo

North Carolina
Temple
Arkansas
Pittsburgh
Sacred Heart University
Washburn
Penn State
North Dakota
Florida State
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GAME VITALS PACKERS DEPTH CHART

GREEN BAY PACKERS AT
MINNESOTA VIKINGS OFFENSE
WHEN: 3:25 p.m. Sunday
WHERE: U.S. Bank Stadium
TV: FOX
RADIO: 620 AM (WTM])), Sirius
Satellite Radio (WTM]J feed)

THE SERIES

Packers vs. Vikings

All-time, regular season: 63-55-3

All-time, postseason: 1-1

All-time, at Vikings: 30-30

Streaks: The Green Bay Packers
have won four of the past six match-
ups against the Minnesota Vikings.
The Packers are just 2-4 against the
Vikings since U.S. Bank Stadium
opened in 2016.

Aaron Jones
A.J. Dillon

)

Aaron Rodgers
Jordan Love

s
)

Sammy Watkins
Romeo Doubs

O 0090

FYI

Rosters and depth charts are accurate as of
Sept. 5, 3 p.m.

s

Randall Cobb
Amari Rodgers

)

Allen Lazard
Christian Watson

e

N . Robert Tonyan  Elgton Jenkins Jake Hanson  Josh Myers Jon Runyan David Bakhtiari
]an%;,s; g;;f;;lzig(’e::%vuol:ggiﬁ)s:tn. Marcedes Lewis Royce Newman Sean Rhyan Jake Hanson Yosh Nijman
Lambeau Field. Quarterback Aaron
Rodgers passed for 288 yards and
two touchdowns against a Vikings DEFENSE
team without Kirk Cousins. Run-
ning back A.J. Dillon rushed for two
scores in the contest.
Dean Lowry Kenny Clark Jarran Reed
S c H E D u l E T.J. Slaton Devonte Wyatt
Is)atf 1 ()tp&?nent t ;I;;e :(‘)’X Eric Stokes Jaire Alexander
ept.1l @ |r?neso a £ pm. Shemar Jean-Charles Rasul Douglas
Sept. 18 vs. Chicago 7:20 p.m. NBC
Sept. 25 at Tampa Bay 3:25p.m. FOX
Oct.2  vs. New England 3:25p.m. CBS
Oct.9  vs. NY. Giants (London) 8:30 a.m. NFL Net.
Oct. 16 vs. NY. Jets noon FOX
Oct. 23 at Washington noon  FOX Preston Smith De'Vondre Campbell Quay Walker Rashan Gary
Oct. 30 at Buffalo 7:20 p.m. NBC Jonathan Garvin Krys Barnes lsaiah McDuffie Tipa Galeai
Nov.6  at Detroit noon FOX
Nov.13 vs. Dallas 3:25p.m. FOX
Nov.17  vs. Tennessee 715p.m. Prime
Nov. 27 at Philadelphia 7:20 p.m. NBC
Dec.4 at Chicago noon FOX
Bye week
Dec.19 vs.L.A.Rams 715p.m. ESPN Adrian Amos Darnell Savage
Dec.25 at Miami noon  FOX Rudy Ford Dallin Leavitt
Jan.1  vs. Minnesota 3:25p.m. CBS
Jan.7/8 vs. Detroit TBD TBD
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VIKINGS DEPTH CHART

OFFENSE

Dalvin Cook
Alexander Mattison

=
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Adam Thielen
K.J. Osborn

Kirk Cousins
Nick Mullens

®

CJ.Ham

®
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Rosters and depth charts are accurate as of
Sept. 5, 3 p.m.
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Justin Jefferson
Jalen Reagor
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Ed Ingram Garrett Bradbury Ezra Cleveland Christian Darrisaw

Irv Smith Jr. Brian O'Neill
Johnny Mundt Olisaemeka Udoh

DEFENSE

Jonathan Bullard
Ross Blacklock

Patrick Peterson
Chandon Sullivan

Danielle Hunter
Patrick Jones Il

Camryn Bynum
Lewis Cine

Jordan Hicks
Brian Asamoah Il

Austin Schlottmann  Chris Reed

Harrison Phillips

Blake Brandel

Dalvin Tomlinson

James Lynch

Eric Kendricks
Troy Dye

Cameron Dantzler Sr.
Andrew Booth Jr.

Za'Darius Smith
D.J. Wonnum

Harrison Smith
Josh Metellus

SCHEDULE

Thursday's Games

Buffalo at L.A. Rams, 7:20 p.m.
Sunday's Games

New Orleans at Atlanta, noon
Cleveland at Carolina, noon

San Francisco at Chicago, noon
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati, noon
Philadelphia at Detroit, noon
Indianapolis at Houston, noon
New England at Miami, noon
Baltimore at NY. Jets, noon
Jacksonville at Washington, noon
N.Y. Giants at Tennessee, 3:25 p.m.
Kansas City at Arizona, 3:25 p.m.
Las Vegas at L.A. Chargers, 3:25 p.m.
Green Bay at Minnesota, 3:25 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Dallas, 7:20 p.m.
Monday's Games

Denver at Seattle, 7:15 p.m.

Next Thursday's Games

L.A. Chargers at Kansas City, 7:15 p.m.

STANDINGS

NFC AFC

East East

Team WLT Team WLT
Dallas 1250  Buffalo mé6O0
Philadelphia 9 8 O  NewEngland 10 7 0
Washington 7 100  Miami 980
NY.Giants 4 130  NY.Jets 4 130
North North

Team WLT Team WLT
GreenBay 13 4 0  Cincinnati 10 7 0
Minnesota 8 9 O  Pittsburgh 9 7 1
Chicago 6 MO0  Cleveland 890
Detroit 3 1B1 Baltimore 8 90
South South

Team WLT Team WLT
TampaBay 13 4 0  Tennessee 1250
New Orleans 9 8 O  Indianapolis 9 8 0
Atlanta 7 100  Houston 4 130
Carolina 5 120  Jacksonville 3 140
West West

Team WLT Team WLT
LARams 1250 KansasCity 1250
Arizona me6o Las Vegas 1070
San Francisco 10 7 0 L.A.Chargers 9 8 0
Seattle 7 100  Denver 7 100

Morgan Burnett retires as a Green Bay Packer

Former safety Morgan Burnett,
who played eight seasons (2010-
2017) in Green Bay, has informed
the club of his decision to retire
with the Packers.

The announcement was made
Aug. 30 by General Manager Brian
Gutekunst.

Burnett was originally selected
in the third round (No. 71 overall)
of the 2010 NFL Draft by the Pack-
ers out of Georgia Tech.

He started all 102 regular-season
games and all 11 postseason con-
tests he played in with Green Bay.

Burnett contributed to teams
that won the NFC North five times,
finished with 10-plus wins on six
occasions and won Super Bowl
XLV.

Over his eight years with the
Packers, Burnett registered 721
tackles (556 solo), nine intercep-
tions, 7v2 sacks, 69 passes defensed,
eight forced fumbles and nine
fumble recoveries.

He finished with 100-plus tackles
four times and was the only Packer
to surpass 100 tackles each season
from 2011-14.

Burnett finished No. 3 among
Green Bay safeties (since 1982) in
career sacks, trailing only Leroy
Butler (20%2) and Mark Murphy (11),
according to STATS.

In the playoffs, Burnett recorded
66 tackles (54 solo), two sacks,
two interceptions and eight passes
defensed.

Burnett finished his career play-
ing a season with the Pittsburgh
Steelers (2018) and a season with
the Cleveland Browns (2019), play-
ing 19 games with 10 starts over
those two years.

Green Bay Packers safety plays against the Se-
attle Seahawks in 2017. FILE | NEW MEDIA
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KEYS TO THE GAME

By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

The Green Bay Packers will
travel to face the Minnesota Vi-
kings at 3:25 p.m. on Sept. 11 at U.S.
Bank Stadium in Minneapolis. FOX
will televise the game.

History

Packers leads 64-56-3, including
1-1 in playoffs. Packers coach Matt
LaFleur is 1-2 in Minneapolis.

Coaches

Green Bay - Matt LaFleur, 39-10,
fourth season. Minnesota — Kevin
O’Connell (first season).

When the Packers have the ball
Minnesota’s defense is led by

Ed Donatell, who coordinated the

Packers’ defense from 2000 through

2003. He will be tasked with fixing

a Vikings defense that had fallen

on hard times. Under former coach

Mike Zimmer, the Vikings fielded

defenses that ranked inside the top
10 in points allowed every season
from 2015 through 2019. However,
they ranked 29th in 2020 and 25th
in 2021.

Donatell has been attached to
the hip of Vic Fangio for years.
That means a 3-4 base defense and
a lot of two-deep coverages, which
will force Aaron Rodgers and Co. to
be patient.

That scheme only works with
a strong pass rush. The Vikings
should have that with Danielle

Hunter and former Packers star
Za’Darius Smith lining up as the
outside linebackers. Hunter had
back-to-back seasons of 14V sacks
in 2018 and 2019. He missed 2020
following back surgery, then had
six sacks in seven games in 2021
before suffering a torn pectoral.

There are injury concerns with
Smith, too. He had a total of 26
sacks in 2019 and 2020 but missed
most of last season with a back
injury.

To combat Hunter and Smith,

Green Bay Packers linebacker De'Vondre Campbell, right, makes a tackle during a game against Washington on Oct. 24, 2021 in Green Bay. Campbell and the Packers' defense will face a stiff test in week one
FILE | NEW MEDIA

against a talented Vikings' offense.
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an obvious key to the game will be
the availability of left tackle David
Bakhtiari and right tackle Elgton
Jenkins, both of whom are coming
off torn ACLs.

“I can get through the season,”
Bakhtiari said Sept. 5. “It’s going to
be fine. You have to just manage
while playing.

“I’'m just getting back in the
swing of things. So, I mean, I think
there’s normal rust and then new
normal with three surgeries, so just
kind of working that out and figur-
ing out what my routine is.”

Dalvin Tomlinson, Jonathan Bul-
lard and Harrison Phillips are the
defensive tackles, with Ross Black-
lock the first man off the bench.

Tomlinson, a second-round pick
by the Giants in 2017, has started 80
of a possible 81 games in his career.
He’s never been to a Pro Bowl but
he’s not far off that level. The rest
of the group is suspect.

Phillips started a career-high
eight games last season for Buf-
falo and Bullard has 15 starts in six
seasons. Blacklock, a second-round
pick by Houston in 2020, started
three games in two seasons and was
acquired in a trade last week.

Eric Kendricks and Jordan Hicks
form a high-quality tandem at in-
side linebacker. Kendricks had 143
tackles, five sacks, eight tackles for
losses and two interceptions last
season.

The Vikings replaced Anthony
Barr with Hicks. He started every
game the past three seasons for the
Cardinals, with a career-high 150
tackles in 2019 and a career-high
four sacks in 2021.

The secondary is the weak link,
though it remains to be seen if the
Packers’ revamped receiver corps
can take advantage.

For now, Patrick Peterson and
Cameron Dantzler will man the cor-
ners, former Packers defender Chan-
don Sullivan will handle the slot,
and Harrison Smith and Camryn
Bynum will line up as the safeties.

Smith has been picked for six of
the last seven Pro Bowls. He had
a career-high 114 tackles last year
after matching his career high with
five picks in 2020. The futures,
however, are first-round safety
Lewis Cine and second-round cor-
nerback Andrew Booth.

When the Vikings have the ball

O’Connell comes from the same
Sean McVay coaching tree as LaF-
leur.

“I think it definitely will look a
lot like our offense, but they have
a different set of skill players, so
you have to prepare differently,”

Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers, left, catches the snap and looks for an open receiver as offensive lineman Jon Runyan blocks during a game
against Washington on Oct. 24, 2021 in Green Bay. Protecting Rodgers will be a focal point against a Vikings' defense that should feature a strong pass rush.

said Packers linebacker De’Vondre
Campbell.

There’s been a lot of hype about
Green Bay’s defense, and for good
reason. With high-quality talent at
every position, there’s no reason why
this shouldn’t be a top-five unit. But
the Vikings will pose a great opening
test, with Kirk Cousins at quarter-
back, Dalvin Cook at running back
and receiver Justin Jefferson leading
a fleet of superb pass-catchers.

“They got some talented players,
even at the quarterback position,”
Campbell said. “Kirk Cousins is a
good quarterback. He knows how to
get the ball out of his hands quick.
It’s going to be a tough challenge.”

Jefferson is the best playmaker
in the division. As a rookie in 2020,
his 1,400 receiving yards were
the most by a rookie in the Super
Bowl era. Last season, he caught
108 passes for 1,616 yards and 10
touchdowns. He’s got speed, route-
running skill and excellent hands.

Veteran Adam Thielen has 24
touchdown receptions the past two
seasons, No. 3 receiver K.J. Osborn
caught 50 passes for 655 yards and
seven scores last year, and the
Vikings are expecting a breakout
season from third-year tight end Irv
Smith.

Cook and Alexander Mattison
are Minnesota’s version of Aaron
Jones and AJ Dillon. Last year, they
combined for 1,650 rushing yards
and 66 receptions. Cook is a stud
with 1,135 rushing yards in 2019,
1,557 yards in 2020 and 1,159 yards
in 2021. In seven career games
against Green Bay, he has games of
191 total yards and one touchdown
and 229 total yards and four touch-
downs.

The front will consist of left
tackle Christian Darrisaw, left
guard Ezra Cleveland, center Gar-
rett Bradbury, right guard Ed In-
gram and right tackle Brian O’Neill.
The tackles are excellent, Bradbury

FILE | NEW MEDIA

is the weak link and Ingram, a sec-
ond-round rookie, is the unknown.

Special teams

Is Green Bay’s new special teams
actually improved? The Vikings will
provide a test for a unit that Rodg-
ers hopes can simply “break even.”

The biggest challenge? Kickoff
returner Kene Nwangwu averaged
32.2 yards with two touchdowns
last season. Rookie Jalen Nailor,

a sixth-round pick with big-time
speed, might handle punts.

While longtime Packers kicker
Mason Crosby is back after missing
all of training camp following knee
surgery, Minnesota’s Greg Joseph
made 33-0f-38 field-goal attempts
including 7-of-9 from 50-plus yards.

Ryan Wright beat out incum-
bent punter Jordan Berry, who
was excellent last season with 26
inside-the-20s vs. three touchbacks.
Wright averaged 52 yards per punt
in the preseason.
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NOTEBOOK

By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

After free agency and the draft,
offseason practices and training
camp, the time is here. For the
12th time, the Green Bay Packers
are ready to take aim at a second
Super Bowl championship during
the Aaron Rodgers era. The journey
will start Sept. 11 at the Minnesota
Vikings.

Roadblocks, as always, stand in
their way.

Here are five questions that must
be answered for the Packers to be
dancing under the confetti at State
Farm Stadium in Glendale, Arizona,
following Super Bowl LVII on Feb.
12.

1. Health of the offensive line

On Dec. 31, 2020, All-Pro left
tackle David Bakhtiari suffered a
torn ACL at practice. A few weeks
later, the Packers gave up five sacks
in a five-point loss to the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers in the NFC Cham-
pionship Game.

With a healthy Bakhtiari, the
Packers probably would have at
least won that game to reach the
Super Bowl.

On Nov. 21, 2021, Pro Bowler
Elgton Jenkins suffered a torn ACL
in a three-point loss at Minnesota.
With Bakhtiari unable to overcome
his knee injury, the Packers were
shocked 13-10 by the San Francisco
49ers in the divisional playoffs.
Had Green Bay’s best linemen been
available, they probably would have
at least won that game.

As the 2022 season approaches,
the status of Bakhtiari and Jenkins
is in doubt. Regardless of whether
they’re on the field for the opener,
the Packers will be in a great posi-
tion if Bakhtiari is the starting left
tackle and Jenkins is the starting
right tackle for the playoffs.

“You’re talking about two guys
that are All-Pro players,” coach
Matt LaFleur said. “Whenever they
do come back, we can’t expect
them to be at the exact same level
as when they went out. I just think
that’s a little unrealistic. These guys

haven’t played ball in a long time.
You’'ve got to knock the rust off
and they’re going to have to work
through some things.

“But, certainly, they know how
to play the game. They know what
to expect when they go out there.
Just their ability to communicate
and see things, their experience
speaks for itself. So, I do think
there’s going to be a ton of benefit
to when we can get them out there.
It definitely makes it a lot easier
from a gameplan purpose.”

2. Overcoming loss of Davante Adams

During the LaFleur era, the Pack-
ers won all seven games without
Davante Adams. Now, can they win
games over a 20-or 21-game stretch
without arguably the best receiver
in the NFL?

For the first time in Rodgers’
superb run as Green Bay’s starter,
he’ll be going into a season without
a proven No. 1 receiver.

In 2011, when he won his first
MVP, that receiver corps was so
loaded that then-rookie Randall

Cobb finished seventh on the team
in catches. In 2014, when Rodgers
won his second MVP, he had Jordy
Nelson, Cobb and then-rookie Ad-
ams as his big three.

During his MVP seasons of 2020
and 2021, the indomitable Adams
became an uncoverable force, a
marriage of Adams’ talent, Rodgers’
brilliance and their uncanny con-
nection.

Did Rodgers force the ball to
Adams? At times, sure. But, by and
large, Adams got the ball because
he was open.

Now, the question is whether
the veteran trio of Allen Lazard,
Sammy Watkins and Cobb will be
good enough to get open in key
moments of big games against
excellent secondaries. And if not,
when will the rookie duo of second-
rounder Christian Watson and
fourth-rounder Romeo Doubs be
ready to help?

3. Lack of depth on defense
Green Bay’s starting 12 on de-
fense - the 11 in its base 3-4 align-

Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers, middle, points in the air when celebrating a play in Green Bay's joint practice with the New Orleans Saints on Aug. 17. Rodgers and the Packers are hoping to over-
come some of their recent postseason struggles and end the season hoisting the Lombardi Trophy.

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
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ment and nickel defender Rasul
Douglas - might be the best in the
NFL. It is a unit without a weak-
ness.

The defensive line is as good as
it’s been since perhaps the Reggie
White-led Super Bowl champions
in 1996. Inside linebacker, seem-
ingly ignored for years, has an
All-Pro (De’Vondre Campbell) and
a talented first-round pick (Quay
Walker).

After ranking second in the NFL
in pressures last year, outside line-
backer Rashan Gary seems poised
for stardom.

Good luck throwing against the
cornerback trio of Jaire Alexander,
Eric Stokes and Douglas. And the
safety tandem of Adrian Amos and
Darnell Savage is experienced and
productive.

The problem is the depth. At
some point, there will be injuries.
How will the Packers fare when
they’re forced to dive into their
depth chart?

Who will rush the passer if
either Gary or Preston Smith are
down?

Will opposing quarterbacks pick
on Shemar Jean-Charles if he’s
forced into the fray at cornerback?

The top backups at safety, Dal-
lin Leavitt and Rudy Ford, are on
the 53 because of their prowess on
special teams.

4, Run defense

Green Bay’s path to defensive
dominance seems simple. Force op-
posing offenses into third-and-long
and make them throw against that
elite secondary before Gary, Smith
and defensive lineman Kenny Clark
deliver the pain.

Can the Packers stop the run,
though? It has not been the unit’s
strong suit over the years, though
the additions of defensive tackle
Jarran Reed in free agency and
Walker with the first-round pick
should help.

Whether it was Mike Pettine or
last year with Joe Barry, Green Bay
has leaned on a lot its dime pack-
ages. That means a sixth defensive
back replaces one of the lineback-
ers.

With coverage-poor lineback-
ers, that was deemed the best way
to handle pass-happy offenses. The
addition of Walker could change
the equation.

Because Walker and Campbell
are excellent in coverage, Barry
barely lined up in dime during
training camp.

Logically, the run defense will be
better with two 240-pound line-
backers instead of one 240-pound

Green Bay Packers running backs Aaron Jones, left, and A.J. Dillon embrace after the team portion of practice during the first day of training camp on July 27.

Jones and Dillon could play big roles on offense this season as the Packers figure out their receiving corps.

ONLINE

More Green Bay Packers news can be found at
www.newmedia-wi.com.

linebacker and an extra 200-pound
defensive back.

5. Curse of the special teams

There are three certainties in
life. Death, taxes and putrid special
teams.

Last season, the Packers finished
32nd in Rick Gosselin’s exhaustive
special teams rankings. Nothing
new there.

They finished 20th or worse in
seven of the past nine seasons. That

includes ranking 29th in 2020, 26th
in 2019, 32nd in 2018, 29th in 2016
and 32nd in 2014. They have not
fielded a top-10 unit since 2007, a
feat that defies explanation.

Enter Rick Bisaccia, who has
a rich history of fielding good to
great special teams. Plus, general
manager Brian Gutekunst has given
the chef some ingredients.

Leavitt, Ford and cornerback
Keisean Nixon have strong histo-
ries on special teams, and veteran
Pat O’Donnell is a good punter
and excellent holder. The returner
might not be great but the blocking
could be better.

LUKE REIMER | NEW MEDIA

“I feel like we have a couple
guys who are teamers - guys, that’s
how they make their money - and
a couple other guys who need to
embrace that role, especially young
players who can do it and have
done it in preseason but need to re-
ally embrace that might their main
impact on the season,” Rodgers
said.

“We have some good leadership
on there. We’ve got an older punter
and older kicker that I feel really
confident in their consistency. But
we need some young guys to step
up and play well, and we need the
veteran guys to hold it down.”



PAGE 14 = NEW MEDIA = www.newmedia-wi.com * FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2022

Green Bay Packers receiver Randall Cobb does a Lambeau Leap after scoring a touchdown against the Pittsburgh Steelers on Oct. 3, 2021 at Lambeau Field in Green Bay.

Q&A WITH RANDALL COBB

By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

Q: What’s the challenge of hav-
ing a second-year player (Am-
ari Rodgers) and three rookies
(Christian Watson, Romeo Doubs,
Samori Toure) on the receiver
depth chart?

A: As we get into the season, the
playbook condenses a lot and there’s
a wide range of plays that get shrunk
down based off of the coverages that
we’re going to see vs. the defenses
that we’re playing. The playbook will
be what it is and it’ll be a lot smaller.

Ilook forward to those guys hav-
ing a lot less on their plate during
training camp and being able to re-
ally dial in on the plan for that week.
Every week’s going to be different.
Just having all the prep that we have,
I think they’re ready to go.

Q: As he enters Year 18, has
Aaron Rodgers changed?

A: That man is one of the greatest
competitors I've ever been around. It
doesn’t matter if you’re playing foot-
ball, if you’re playing cards, he wants
to win. It doesn’t matter what it is.
He brings that fire every day.

When you go from the preseason

FILE | NEW MEDIA

to the regular season, the ante ups,
you’ve got to put down on the table
and really have a laser focus that’s

a little different. When we get into
certain situations, he expects us to
know exactly what we talked about
the first week of training camp on
any given play. It’s just making sure
that we understand what’s before us
and where we’re trying to go.

Q: Thinking back to your
rookie year in 2011, you had sort
of a legendary debut with a couple
touchdowns. Leading into that
first game, what were you think-
ing?

A: Yeah, I thought I was getting
cut.

Q: No way!

A: Ireally did. I didn’t know
how this worked. I look at it like
that every year. You have to have
something that drives you. My fear
was always getting cut. I've always
had that fear. You never know in this
business.

I've seen some crazy things hap-
pen. I've seen guys get traded right
before the season starts. Things
happen in this league. You can never
take anything for granted.

I remember my rookie year, I

Green Bay Packers players celebrate a Randall Cobb touchdown during the team's win over the Arizona

Cardinals on Oct. 28 in Glendale, Arizona.

had a thigh contusion. I missed a
preseason game. I didn’t know what
was going to happen. I didn’t know
what my role was going to be. I was
like, ‘Hey, I'm doing this punt return/
kick return thing. 'm going to give
my all every time I step on that field

FILE | NEW MEDIA

when I get an opportunity.” Because
I was only playing eight to 10 plays
offensively.

It’s trying to make an impact any-
way you can and doing your part and
having your 1/11th show up.

Q: So thinking about yourself,
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what are Watson and Doubs going
to be experiencing before opener?

A: 1 think the biggest thing is un-
derstanding that every play matters
and you don’t know what play is go-
ing to be that play. It could be at any
point in the game. Anything can hap-
pen. Injuries happen in this league.

You’ve got to train and be pre-
pared like you’re a starter. You've
got to be prepared and know what-
ever role that may come up, because
I may be thrust into a different
position that I haven’t practiced all
training camp. So? Don’t nobody care
about that.

You’ve got to go out there and
you’ve got to compete and you've
got to know what you’re doing. It’s
very important. Those guys know
that. That’s been a recurring mes-
sage throughout training camp and
it’s going to be a lot of moving pieces
to what we do. Like we said, we talk
about potential. Now it’s applying
that potential and we’ll see where
they take it.

Q: What have you seen from
Amari Rodgers and his evolving
role in year two?

A: 1 think you can definitely see
a comfort with him. He understands
the offense. He understands his role
and his role is evolving. He’s lining
up in the backfield. He’s taking some

2021
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handoffs, running punt return. He’s
doing some gunner stuff.

It’s a role that’s evolving for him
and I think you’re seeing he has a
certain ability and they’re trying to
find ways to get him the ball and get
him on the field.

Q: LeRoy Butler (a new Pro
Football Hall of Famer) and
Morgan Burnett (who retired as a
Packers) spoke to the team. What
was that message?

A: 1 think the recurring message
that both of them spoke on was how
fast it goes and enjoying every mo-
ment of what we do because these
are the moments that they look back
on, being in the locker room, the
team camaraderie, getting together,
hanging out, the conversations and
banter we have in here, the lunch-
room and the cafeteria, the bond that
you build and really being present.

That’s what it comes back to is
not living in the past, not thinking
about the future but being present
and being where your feet are, and
really appreciating that moment.

2021

(ORRBSRONDENINS

Correspondents serve as extra eyes and ears in the
community to keep readers informed about all aspects
of the place they call home, supplementing NEW
Media’s print and online products. Self-starting writers

and photographers work on a freelance basis. Currently,
we have the following available:
* Oconto County correspondent needed to cover
community events and tell feature stories in
Gillett, Oconto Falls, Lena and Suring.
* Western Shawano County correspondent
needed to tell feature stories and cover
events in Wittenberg, Birnamwood, Tigerton,
Aniwa, Mattoon and Bowler.
e Menominee County correspondent needed
to cover events and tell feature stories on the
Menominee Reservation.
* The sports editor needs correspondents
to write about high school sporting
events and take photos in Shawano,
Menominee and/or Oconto counties.

Send a cover letter detailing your writing
and photography experience and your
fees, along with any clips you might
have, to news@newmedia-wi.com. Put
“Correspondent” in the header.
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