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THE SAME OLD STORY?THE SAME OLD STORY?

Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers, second from right, instructs offensive teammates where to go during the team’s game against the Detroit Lions on Sept. 20 at Lambeau Field in Green Bay.
� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA



For most of the regular season, the 
Green Bay Packers’ defense looked 
to have finally turned the corner. The 
unit was no longer a crutch for the 
team, and it was actually helping the 
team to wins.

After great 
performances 
against the Kansas 
City Chiefs in 
week nine and the 
Seattle Seahawks 
in week 10, the 
Packers’ defense 
has trended in the 
wrong direction. 
And now as the 
postseason opens 
for Green Bay, 

the defense is once again the likely 
determining factor in how deep of a 
postseason run the team can make.

In the team’s seven games since 
the shutout win over Seattle, oppo-
nents have scored 28 or more points 
five times. In the game against the 
Cleveland Browns where the defense 
allowed 22 points, Cleveland also 
rushed for 219 yards. The other time 
Green Bay’s defense allowed less than 
28 points came in a lopsided 37-10 win 
over the Minnesota Vikings, where 
the Packers faced quarterback Sean 
Mannion instead of Kirk Cousins who 
lit them up for 341 pass yards and 
three scores earlier in the season.

Hoping to use the regular season 
finale against the Detroit Lions as a 
way to shore some things up, instead 
the defense was gashed for 404 yards 
and 37 points.

Even in the meaningless loss, 
coach Matt LaFleur didn’t downplay 
the defense’s poor play.

“I would just say the consistency, 
you know. Football in general comes 
down to discipline and people own-
ing their roles,” said LaFleur. “When 

you aren’t disciplined or you go out-
side the scheme, bad stuff happens, 
and we cannot have that. We need all 
11 doing their damn job, and if they 
don’t, stuff like that happens.”

The Packers’ defense was beaten 
for touchdowns on a pair of trick 
plays against Detroit. With the San 
Francisco 49ers coming to Lambeau 
Field for the Divisional Round game, 
the result of those trick plays should 
be especially concerning because 
of all the motion and deception that 
49ers coach Kyle Shanahan incorpo-
rates into his offense.

Of course, the 49ers and Packers 
already met way back in the early 
portion of the regular season, so 
there’s some idea of the challenges 
the 49ers’ offense presents already.

Green Bay held San Francisco’s of-
fense to 298 total yards. Only 67 of the 
yards came on the ground, but that 
was largely due to the 49ers going 
behind by 17 points to start the game.

The 49ers’ leading rusher in that 
game was Trey Sermon, who didn’t 

even receive a carry in the team’s up-
set playoff win over the Dallas Cow-
boys. Running back Elijah Mitchell 
and versatile receiver Deebo Samuel 
combined for 168 rushing yards and 
two scored on 37 carries in the play-
off win.

You can bet the 49ers will lean on 
those two guys and run all day, con-
trol the clock and keep the Packers’ 
offense on the sidelines. It’ll be up to 
the Packers’ defense to find a way to 
slow down the rushing attack, or cre-
ate some turnovers.

One thing that is working in the 
Packers’ favor is its defense might be 
the healthiest it’s been all season for 
the playoffs.

Outside linebacker Za’Darius 
Smith hasn’t played since week one, 
but is trending toward playing this 
Saturday. While he is known more 
for his pass-rushing abilities, throw-
ing him in to help slow the run 
should only boost the defense.

Then there’s cornerback Jaire 
Alexander, who intercepted a pass 

and knocked away three passes in 
the Pack’s win over San Francisco 
earlier this year. He’s expected back 
for the playoff game as well. Again, 
like Smith, Alexander would help 
out more in the passing game, but 
he’s proved to be a sure tackler and 
certainly makes the defense more 
versatile.

There’s also a chance outside line-
backer Whitney Mercilus is back for 
the playoff run, even though he was 
expected to be out for the season. 
He’s another big body the Pack can 
put in the box to try and slow the San 
Francisco passing game.

Should the Packers find a way to 
consistently stop the run, they’ll be 
as ready as ever to defend the pass. 
Ideally, the Packers’ offense would get 
off to a strong start and grab a multi-
score lead, like it did in the team’s 
first matchup, then the Packers’ 
revamped defense could pin its ears 
back and really control the game.
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Defense trending wrong way as playoffs start

MORGAN RODE

Morgan Rode is the sports editor for NEW Media. 
Readers can contact him at sports@newmedia-wi.com.

Green Bay Packers outside linebacker Jonathan Garvin, right, tries to bring down Detroit Lions quarterback Jared Goff during a game on Sept. 20 at Lambeau 
Field in Green Bay. After putting together a solid start to the season, the Packers’ defense has struggled down the stretch.� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA



Studs pass-catchers
Two All-Pro receivers will take 

center stage when the Green Bay 
Packers host the San Francisco 
49ers in an NFC Divisional Round 
playoff game on Saturday night.

In one corner, it’s Green Bay’s 
Davante Adams, who finished sec-
ond in receptions, third in receiving 
yards and fifth in receiving touch-
downs. In the other corner, it’s San 
Francisco’s Deebo Samuel, who led 
the NFL in yards per reception and 
finished third in yards from scrim-
mage.

The X-factor could be the No. 2 
receivers, Green Bay’s Allen Lazard 
and San Francisco’s Brandon Aiyuk.

In the first six games, Aiyuk 
caught nine passes for 96 yards 
(10.7 average) and one touchdown. 
In the final 11 games, he caught 47 
passes for 730 yards (15.5 average) 
and four touchdowns.

Lazard, meanwhile, scored five 
touchdowns in the final six games. 
That was one behind Adams’ 
league-leading total.

“Feel good. Feel good,” Lazard 
said about the state of his game. “I 
feel like I’m in a really good mental 
space; physically, as well. Just hav-
ing a good intuition when it comes 
to playing the game, feeling it out, 
knowing what Aaron (Rodgers is) 
thinking. (Receivers) coach (Jason) 
Vrable and (Nathaniel) Hack-
ett simply have done a great job 
throughout this entire year.

“I really just honed in on their 
teachings, on what they’ve done to 
prepare us. I’ve really been honing 
in on my notes, on the film and the 
details and the routes. I’ve just been 
working on that chemistry and con-
nection with Aaron. It’s obviously 
been working out very well.”

Cold night at Lambeau
It’s going to be a cold one at 

Lambeau Field for the 7:15 p.m. 
kickoff. While the predicted high 
for Saturday is 21, the projected 
low is 3. That will mean a kickoff 
temperature somewhere in the 
neighborhood of 12 and a wind chill 
perhaps dipping below zero.

With a kickoff temperature of 
15 or colder, the Packers in games 
started by Rodgers have won four 
in a row. That includes a 37-10 
romp over Minnesota in week 17.

“We think it’s Packer weather, 
honestly,” defensive lineman Dean 
Lowry said last week. “Go back to 

our game against Minnesota. We 
played great team defense. That 
was probably our most complete 
game of the year, against Minnesota 
in that freezing weather.

“We’re used to it. Even today, we 
were outside the whole practice. 
We just think it fits our strength of 
playing tough defense and having 
a quarterback and an offense that’s 
experienced in this weather.”

Cold doesn’t guarantee anything, 
though. In the 2013 wild-card round, 
the 49ers beat the Packers 23-20 
with a kickoff temperature of 5. 
While Rodgers has a wealth of cold-
weather experience, 49ers quarter-
back Jimmy Garoppolo has never 
thrown a pass in a game with a kick-
off temperature of 40 or colder.

Turning over a new leaf
Based on regular-season play, 

one big advantage for Green Bay 
is turnovers. Even with the back-
ups turning it over three times at 
Detroit in the finale, the Packers 
finished third in the NFL at plus-13 
for the season. The Packers had two 
giveaways in week 1, three give-
aways in week 18 and just eight in 
between.

The 49ers, on the other hand, 
were minus-4 for the season – 
worst in the NFC playoff field and 
second-worst among the 14 playoff 
teams. However, they were plus-5 
down the stretch in winning seven 
of their final nine regular-season 
games.

Teams that won the turnover 

battle this season won 80% of the 
time. The Packers went 10-0 when 
collecting more takeaways than 
giveaways – including plus-2 in 
the 30-28 win at San Francisco in 
week three – and 0-3 when they had 
more turnovers. The 49ers went 4-0 
when they won the turnover battle 
and 1-5 when they lost. Garoppolo 
threw 12 interceptions and fumbled 
eight times.

Hackett a hot name
Of the eight head coaching va-

cancies, Packers offensive coor-
dinator Nathaniel Hackett inter-
viewed for four of them during the 
playoff bye week: NFC North rivals 
Minnesota and Chicago along with 
Jacksonville and Denver.

Hackett, who helped guide the 
Blake Bortles-led Jaguars offense 
to an AFC Championship Game 
in 2017 and the Rodgers-led of-
fenses to NFC title games in 2019 
and 2020, has flourished alongside 
coach Matt LaFleur.

“This has been such a great op-
portunity for me,” Hackett said. 
“Being able to come here with 
coach LaFleur has been unbeliev-
able. You go through a lot of time 
as a coordinator creating systems. 
Being able to come here and learn 
Matt’s system and being able to 
combine those two systems has 
been something huge for me as a 
person.

“And then at the same time 
watch a first-time head coach to be 
able to be in there with him, watch 
the things that he goes through, 
being able to have that relationship 
with Matt has taught me so much 
about his position. It’s just been an 
amazing experience, it really has. 
And the culture that he’s brought 
here, it’s one of those things like, 
this is how it should be.”
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N OT E B O O K
By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

Green Bay Packers receiver Davante Adams celebrates with offensive lineman Lucas Patrick during the 
team’s game against the Detroit Lions on Jan. 9 in Detroit. Adams will hope to outproduce San Francisco 
wideout Deebo Samuel in Saturday’s Divisional Round playoff game.� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
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PA C K E R S  R OST E R
Active
# 	 NAME 	 POS. 	 HT. 	 WT. 	 AGE 	 EXP. 	 COLLEGE
2 	 Mason Crosby 	 K 	 6-1 	 207 	 37 	 15	 Colorado
7 	 Corey Bojorquez 	 P 	 6-0 	 217 	 25 	 4 	 New Mexico
8 	 Amari Rodgers 	 WR 	 5-9 	 212 	 22 	 R 	 Clemson
10 	 Jordan Love 	 QB 	 6-4 	 219 	 23 	 2 	 Utah State
12 	 Aaron Rodgers 	 QB 	 6-2 	 225 	 38 	 17	 California
13 	 Allen Lazard 	 WR 	 6-5 	 227 	 26 	 3 	 Iowa State
17 	 Davante Adams 	 WR 	 6-1 	 215 	 29 	 8 	 Fresno State
19 	 Equanimeous St. Brown 	 WR 	 6-5 	 214 	 25 	 4 	 Notre Dame
20 	Kevin King 	 CB 	 6-3 	 200 	 26 	 5 	 Washington
21 	 Eric Stokes 	 CB 	 6-0 	 194 	 22 	 R 	 Georgia
22 	Shemar Jean-Charles 	 CB 	 5-10 	 184 	 23	 R 	 Appalachian State
23 	Jaire Alexander 	 CB 	 5-10 	 196 	 24 	 4 	 Louisville
24 	Isaac Yiadom 	 CB 	 6-1 	 190 	 25 	 4 	 Boston College
26 	Darnell Savage 	 S 	 5-11 	 198 	 24 	 3 	 Maryland
27 	Patrick Taylor 	 RB 	 6-2 	 217 	 23 	 1 	 Memphis
28 	AJ Dillon 	 RB 	 6-0 	 247 	 23 	 2 	 Boston College
29 	Rasul Douglas 	 CB 	 6-2 	 209 	 26 	 5 	 West Virginia
30 	Shawn Davis 	 S	 5-11 	 202 	 24 	 R 	 Florida
31 	 Adrian Amos 	 S 	 6-0 	 214 	 28 	 7 	 Penn State
33 	Aaron Jones 	 RB 	 5-9 	 208 	 27 	 5 	 Texas-El Paso
36 	Vernon Scott 	 S 	 6-2 	 202 	 24 	 2 	 TCU
39 	Chandon Sullivan 	 CB 	 5-11 	 189 	 25 	 4 	 Georgia State
40 	Tipa Galeai 	 LB 	 6-5 	 229 	 24 	 1 	 Utah State
41 	 Henry Black 	 S 	 6-0 	 204 	 25 	 2 	 Baylor
42 	Oren Burks 	 LB 	 6-3 	 233 	 26 	 4 	 Vanderbilt
46 	Steven Wirtel 	 LS 	 6-4 	 228 	 24 	 1 	 Iowa State
49 	Dominique Dafney 	 TE 	 6-2 	 243 	 24 	 1 	 Indiana State
51 	 Krys Barnes 	 LB 	 6-2 	 229 	 23 	 2 	 UCLA
52 	Rashan Gary 	 LB 	 6-5 	 277 	 24 	 3 	 Michigan
53 	Jonathan Garvin 	 LB 	 6-4 	 257 	 22 	 2 	 Miami
58 	Isaiah McDuffie 	 LB 	 6-1 	 227 	 22 	 R 	 Boston College
59 	De’Vondre Campbell 	 LB 	 6-3 	 232 	 28 	 6 	 Minnesota
62 	Lucas Patrick 	 G 	 6-3 	 313 	 28 	 5 	 Duke
67 	Jake Hanson 	 C 	 6-4 	 296 	 24 	 1 	 Oregon
69 	David Bakhtiari 	 T 	 6-4 	 310 	 30 	 9 	 Colorado
70 	Royce Newman 	 T/G 	 6-5 	 310 	 24 	 R 	 Mississippi
71 	 Josh Myers 	 C/G 	 6-5 	 310 	 23 	 R 	 Ohio State
73 	Yosh Nijman 	 T 	 6-7 	 314 	 26 	 2 	 Virginia Tech
76 	Jon Runyan 	 G 	 6-4 	 307 	 24 	 2	 Michigan
77 	Billy Turner 	 G/T 	 6-5 	 310 	 30 	 8 	 North Dakota State
79 	Dennis Kelly 	 T 	 6-8 	 321 	 32 	 9 	 Purdue
81 	 Josiah Deguara 	 TE 	 6-2 	 238 	 24 	 2 	 Cincinnati
83 	Marquez Valdes-Scantling 	 WR 	 6-4 	 206 	 27 	 4 	 South Florida
84 	Tyler Davis 	 TE 	 6-4 	 252 	 24 	 2 	 Georgia Tech
88 	Juwann Winfree 	 WR 	 6-1 	 210 	 25 	 2 	 Colorado
89 	Marcedes Lewis 	 TE 	 6-6 	 267 	 37 	 16	 UCLA
90 	Jack Heflin 	 DL 	 6-3 	 304 	 23 	 R 	 Iowa
91 	 Preston Smith 	 LB 	 6-5 	 265 	 29 	 7 	 Mississippi State
93 	T.J. Slaton 	 DL 	 6-4 	 330 	 24 	 R 	 Florida
94 	Dean Lowry 	 DL 	 6-6 	 296 	 27 	 6	 Northwestern
95 	Tyler Lancaster 	 DL 	 6-3 	 313 	 27 	 4 	 Northwestern
96 	Kingsley Keke 	 DL 	 6-3 	 288 	 25 	 3 	 Texas A&M
97 	Kenny Clark 	 DL 	 6-3 	 314 	 26 	 6 	 UCLA
Reserve/Injured
18 	 Randall Cobb 	 WR 	 5-10 	 195 	 31 	 11 	 Kentucky
32 	Kylin Hill 	 RB 	 5-10 	 214 	 23 	 R 	 Mississippi State
44 	Ty Summers 	 LB 	 6-1 	 241 	 26 	 3 	 TCU
47 	Chauncey Rivers 	 LB 	 6-2 	 259 	 24 	 1 	 Mississippi State
50 	Whitney Mercilus 	 LB 	 6-4 	 261 	 31 	 10 	 Illinois
55 	Za’Darius Smith 	 LB 	 6-4 	 272 	 29 	 7 	 Kentucky
56 	Randy Ramsey 	 LB 	 6-3 	 238 	 26 	 2 	 Arkansas
74 	Elgton Jenkins 	 G 	 6-5 	 311 	 26 	 3 	 Mississippi State
85 	Robert Tonyan 	 TE 	 6-5 	 240 	 27 	 4 	 Indiana State
86 	Malik Taylor 	 WR 	 6-1 	 220 	 26 	 2 	 Ferris State
Practice Squad
6 	 Kurt Benkert 	 QB 	 6-3 	 218 	 26 	 2 	 Virginia
11 	 JJ Molson 	 K 	 5-11 	 180 	 24 	 1 	 UCLA
34 	Kerrith Whyte 	 RB 	 5-10 	 204 	 25 	 2 	 Florida Atlantic
38 	Innis Gaines 	 S 	 6-1 	 202 	 23 	 R 	 TCU
43 	Peter Kalambayi 	 LB 	 6-3 	 252 	 26 	 R 	 Stanford
45 	Bronson Kaufusi 	 TE 	 6-6 	 270 	 30 	 3 	 Brigham Young
48 	Kabion Ento 	 CB 	 6-1 	 187 	 26 	 2 	 Colorado
54 	La’Darius Hamilton 	 LB 	 6-2 	 261 	 23 	 1 	 North Texas
57 	Ray Wilborn 	 LB 	 6-3 	 230 	 24 	 1 	 Ball State
64 	Ben Braden 	 G 	 6-6 	 329 	 27 	 2 	 Michigan
65 	Michal Menet 	 C 	 6-4 	 301 	 24 	 R 	 Penn State
78 	Cole Van Lanen 	 T/G 	 6-4 	 305 	 23 	 R 	 Wisconsin
80 	Josh Malone 	 WR 	 6-3 	 208 	 25 	 3 	 Tennessee
82 	David Moore 	 WR 	 6-0 	 219 	 27 	 5 	 East Central
98 	Abdullah Anderson 	 DL 	 6-3 	 303 	 25 	 2 	 Bucknell
99 	R.J. McIntosh 	 DL 	 6-5 	 286 	 25 	 4 	 Miami
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Active
# 	 NAME 	 POS. 	 HT. 	 WT. 	 AGE 	 EXP. 	 COLLEGE
1 	 Jimmie Ward 	 DB 	 5-11 	 195 	 30 	 8 	 Northern Illinois
3 	 Jaquiski Tartt 	 S 	 6-1 	 215 	 29 	 7 	 Samford
4 	 Emmanuel Moseley 	 CB 	 5-11 	 190 	 25 	 4 	 Tennessee
5 	 Trey Lance 	 QB 	 6-4 	 224 	 21 	 R 	 North Dakota State
9 	 Robbie Gould 	 K 	 6-0 	 190 	 39 	 17	 Penn State
10 	 Jimmy Garoppolo 	 QB 	 6-2 	 225 	 30 	 8 	 Eastern Illinois
11 	 Brandon Aiyuk 	 WR 	 6-0 	 200 	 23 	 2 	 Arizona State
13 	 River Cracraft 	 WR 	 6-0 	 198 	 27 	 3 	 Washington State
15 	 Jauan Jennings 	 WR 	 6-3 	 212 	 24 	 1 	 Tennessee
17 	 Travis Benjamin 	 WR 	 5-10 	 175 	 32 	 9 	 Miami (Fla.)
18 	 Mitch Wishnowsky 	 P 	 6-2 	 220 	 29 	 3 	 Utah
19 	 Deebo Samuel 	 WR 	 6-0 	 215 	 26	 3 	 South Carolina
20 	Ambry Thomas 	 CB 	 6-0 	 190 	 22 	 R 	 Michigan
22 	Jeff Wilson Jr. 	 RB 	 6-0 	 213 	 26 	 4 	 North Texas
23 	JaMycal Hasty 	 RB 	 5-8 	 205 	 25 	 2 	 Baylor
24 	K’Waun Williams 	 CB 	 5-9 	 185 	 30 	 7 	 Pittsburgh
25 	Elijah Mitchell 	 RB 	 5-10 	 200 	 23 	 R 	 Louisiana
26 	Josh Norman 	 CB 	 6-0 	 200 	 34 	 10	 Coastal Carolina
27 	Dontae Johnson 	 CB 	 6-2 	 200 	 30 	 8 	 North Carolina State
28 	Trey Sermon 	 RB 	 6-0 	 215 	 22 	 R 	 Ohio State
29 	Talanoa Hufanga 	 S 	 6-0 	 200 	 22 	 R 	 USC
30 	Jarrod Wilson 	 DB 	 6-1 	 209 	 27 	 6 	 Michigan
36 	Marcell Harris 	 LB 	 6-0 	 215 	 27 	 4 	 Florida
38 	Deommodore Lenoir 	 DB 	 5-10 	 200 	 22 	 R 	 Oregon
44 	Kyle Juszczyk 	 FB 	 6-1 	 235 	 30 	 9 	 Harvard
45 	Demetrius Flannigan-Fowles 	 LB 	 6-2 	 223 	 25 	 2	 Arizona
46 	Taybor Pepper 	 LS 	 6-4 	 245 	 27 	 4 	 Michigan State
50 	Alex Mack 	 C 	 6-4 	 311 	 36 	 13 	 California-Berkeley
51 	 Azeez Al-Shaair 	 LB 	 6-2 	 228 	 24 	 3 	 Florida Atlantic
54 	Fred Warner 	 LB 	 6-3 	 230 	 25 	 4 	 BYU
56 	Samson Ebukam 	 DL 	 6-3 	 245 	 26 	 5 	 Eastern Washington
57 	Dre Greenlaw 	 LB 	 6-0 	 230 	 24 	 3 	 Arkansas
60 	Daniel Brunskill 	 OL 	 6-5 	 300 	 27 	 3 	 San Diego State
64 	Jake Brendel 	 OL 	 6-4 	 299 	 29 	 3 	 UCLA
65 	Aaron Banks 	 OL 	 6-5 	 325 	 24 	 R 	 Notre Dame
66 	Tom Compton 	 OL 	 6-6 	 315 	 32 	 9 	 South Dakota
68 	Colton McKivitz 	 OL 	 6-6 	 301 	 25 	 2 	 West Virginia
71 	 Trent Williams 	 T 	 6-5 	 320 	 33 	 11 	 Oklahoma
75 	Laken Tomlinson 	 OL 	 6-3 	 315 	 29 	 7 	 Duke
76 	Jaylon Moore 	 OL 	 6-4 	 311 	 24 	 R 	 Western Michigan
81 	 Trent Sherfield 	 WR 	 6-1 	 219 	 25 	 4 	 Vanderbilt
82 	Ross Dwelley 	 TE 	 6-5 	 235 	 26 	 4 	 San Diego
85 	George Kittle 	 TE 	 6-4 	 250 	 28 	 5 	 Iowa
89 	Charlie Woerner 	 TE 	 6-5 	 241 	 24 	 2 	 Georgia
90 	Kevin Givens 	 DL 	 6-1 	 285 	 24 	 2 	 Penn State
91 	 Arik Armstead 	 DL 	 6-7 	 290 	 28 	 7 	 Oregon
92 	Charles Omenihu 	 DE 	 6-5 	 280 	 24 	 3 	 Texas
93 	D.J. Jones 	 DL 	 6-0 	 305 	 26 	 5 	 Mississippi
94 	Jordan Willis 	 DL 	 6-4 	 270 	 26 	 5 	 Kansas State
95 	Kentavius Street 	 DL 	 6-2 	 287 	 25 	 3 	 N.C. State
96 	Maurice Hurst 	 DL 	 6-2 	 291 	 26 	 4 	 Michigan
97 	Nick Bosa 	 DL 	 6-4 	 266 	 24 	 3 	 Ohio State
98 	Arden Key 	 DL 	 6-5 	 240 	 25 	 4 	 LSU
Reserve/Injured
2 	 Jason Verrett 	 CB 	 5-10 	 188 	 30 	 8 	 Texas Christian
6 	 Mohamed Sanu Sr. 	 WR 	 6-2 	 210 	 32 	 10 	 Rutgers
13 	 Richie James 	 WR 	 5-9 	 185 	 26 	 4 	 Middle Tennessee State
32 	Tavon Wilson 	 S 	 6-0 	 208 	 31 	 10 	 Illinois
49 	Trenton Cannon 	 RB 	 5-11 	 185 	 27 	 4 	 Virginia State
55 	Dee Ford 	 DL 	 6-2 	 252 	 30 	 8 	 Auburn
67 	Justin Skule 	 OL 	 6-6 	 315 	 25 	 3 	 Vanderbilt
69 	Mike McGlinchey 	 T 	 6-8 	 310 	 27 	 4 	 Notre Dame
99 	Javon Kinlaw 	 DT 	 6-5 	 319 	 24 	 2 	 South Carolina
Reserve/Physically Unable to Perform
33 	Tarvarius Moore 	 DB 	 6-2 	 200 	 25 	 4 	 Southern Mississippi
Practice Squad
	 Darqueze Dennard 	 CB 	 5-11 	 202 	 30 	 8 	 Michigan State
	 Ryan Winslow 	 P 	 6-5 	 217 	 27 	 1 	 Pittsburgh
7 	 Nate Sudfeld 	 QB 	 6-6 	 227 	 28 	 6 	 Indiana
35 	Brian Hill 	 RB 	 6-1 	 219 	 26 	 5 	 Wyoming
47 	Lavert Hill 	 CB 	 5-10 	 190 	 23 	 1 	 Michigan
48 	Doug Middleton 	 DB 	 6-0 	 210 	 28 	 4 	 Appalachian State
53 	Mark Nzeocha 	 LB 	 6-3 	 235 	 31 	 7 	 Wyoming
58 	Alex Barrett 	 DL 	 6-2 	 250 	 27 	 2 	 San Diego State
59 	Curtis Robinson 	 LB 	 6-3 	 235 	 23 	 R 	 Stanford
61 	 Jon Halapio 	 G 	 6-2 	 315 	 30 	 5 	 Florida
62 	Wyatt Miller 	 OT 	 6-5 	 302 	 26 	 1 	 UCF
77 	Alfredo Gutierrez 	 OL 	 6-9 	 332 	 26 	 R 	 Tecnológico de Monterrey
78 	Chris Slayton 	 DT 	 6-4 	 316 	 25 	 1 	 Syracuse
83 	Connor Wedington 	 WR 	 6-0 	 204 	 22 	 R 	 Stanford
84 	Tanner Hudson 	 TE 	 6-5 	 239 	 27 	 3 	 Southern Arkansas
86 	Austin Mack 	 WR 	 6-2 	 215 	 24 	 2 	 Ohio State
88 	Jordan Matthews 	 TE 	 6-3 	 236 	 29 	 7 	 Vanderbilt
Practice Squad/Injured
67 	Darrion Daniels 	 DL 	 6-3 	 311 	 24 	 1 	 Nebraska
Practice Squad/COVID-19
40 	Josh Hokit 	 FB 	 6-1 	 225 	 24 	 1 	 Fresno State
41 	 Luq Barcoo 	 CB 	 6-1 	 175 	 23 	 2 	 San Diego State
Reserve/COVID-19
31 	 Raheem Mostert 	 RB 	 5-10 	 205 	 29 	 7 	 Purdue

4 9 E R S  R OST E R
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FYI
Rosters and depth charts are accurate as of Jan. 

17, 11:30 a.m.

PA C K E R S  D E P T H  C H A RT
OFFENSE

QB
Aaron Rodgers

Jordan Love

RB
Aaron Jones
A.J. Dillon

WR
Davante Adams

Equanimeous St. Brown

WR
Marquez Valdes-Scantling

Allen Lazard
TE

Marcedes Lewis
Dominique Dafney

TE
Josiah Deguara

Tyler Davis
RT

Billy Turner
Dennis Kelly

RG 
Lucas Patrick

Royce Newman

C 
Josh Myers

Lucas Patrick

LG 
Jon Runyan
Jake Hanson

LT 
David Bakhtiari

Yosh Nijman

DEFENSE

DE
Dean Lowry

Tyler Lancaster

NT
Kenny Clark
T.J. Slaton

DE
Kingsley Keke

Jack Heflin

OLB
Preston Smith

Tipa Galeai

ILB
Krys Barnes
Oren Burks

ILB
De’Vondre Campbell

Isaiah McDuffie

OLB
Rashan Gary

Jonathan Garvin

CB
Eric Stokes
Kevin King

CB
Rasul Douglas

Chandon Sullivan

S
Adrian Amos
Vernon Scott

S
Darnell Savage

Henry Black

G A M E  V I TA L S
GREEN BAY PACKERS (13-4) 

VS. SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS (11-7)
WHEN: 7:15 p.m., Saturday
WHERE: Lambeau Field
TV: FOX
RADIO: 620 AM (WTMJ), Sirius 

Satellite Radio (WTMJ feed)

T H E  S E R I E S
Packers vs. 49ers
All-time, overall: 38-32-1
All-time, postseason: 4-4
All-time, at Packers: 24-12
Streaks: The Green Bay Packers 

have won nine of their last 11 home 
game against the San Francisco 
49ers. One of the losses was a playoff 
game in the 2013 Wild Card Round.

Last meeting, regular season: 
Sept. 26, 2021, Packers won 30-28 at 
Levi’s Stadium. Green Bay jumped 
out to a 17-0 lead before needing a 
Mason Crosby field goal at the final 
whistle to win.

S C H E D U L E
Date 	 Opponent 	 Time 	 TV
Sept. 12 	 at New Orleans 	 Loss 38-3
Sept. 20 	 vs. Detroit 	 Win 35-17
Sept. 26 	 at San Francisco 	 Win 30-28
Oct. 3 	 vs. Pittsburgh 	 Win 27-17
Oct. 10 	 at Cincinnati 	 Win 25-22
Oct. 17 	 at Chicago 	 Win 24-14
Oct. 24 	 vs. Washington 	 Win 24-10
Oct. 28 	 at Arizona 	 Win 24-21
Nov. 7 	 at Kansas City 	 Loss 13-7
Nov. 14 	 vs. Seattle 	 Win 17-0
Nov. 21 	 at Minnesota 	 Loss 34-31
Nov. 28 	 vs. L.A. Rams 	 Win 36-28
BYE WEEK
Dec. 12 	 vs. Chicago 	 Win 45-30
Dec. 19 	 at Baltimore 	 Win 31-30
Dec. 25 	 vs. Cleveland 	 Win 24-22
Jan. 2 	 vs. Minnesota 	 Win 37-10
Jan. 9 	 at Detroit 	 Loss 37-30
Jan. 22 	 vs. San Francisco 	 7:15 p.m., 	 FOX
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D R A F T  O R D E R

D I V I S I O N A L 
P L AYO F F 
S C H E D U L E

4 9 E R S  D E P T H  C H A RT
OFFENSE

QB
Jimmy Garoppolo

Trey Lance

RB
Elijah Mitchell
Jeff Wilson Jr.

WR
Brandon Aiyuk
Jauan Jennings

WR
Deebo Samuel
Trent SherfieldTE

George Kittle
Ross Dwelley

FB
Kyle Juszczyk

RT
Tom Compton
Jaylon Moore

RG
Daniel Brunskill

Aaron Banks

C
Alex Mack

Jake Brendel

LG
Laken Tomlinson
Colton McKivitz

LT
Trent Williams

DEFENSE

DE
Samson Ebukam

Jordan Willis

DT
Arik Armstead

Kentavius Street

DT
D.J. Jones

Kevin Givens

DE
Nick Bosa
Arden Key

SAM
Azeez Al-Shaair

Demetrius Flannigan-Fowles

MIKE
Fred Warner

CB
Emmanuel Moseley

Dontae Johnson

WILL
Dre Greenlaw
Marcell Harris

CB
Josh Norman

Deommodore Lenoir

S
Jimmie Ward
Jarrod Wilson

S
Jaquiski Tartt

Talanoa Hufanga

Wild Card Round
Cincinnati 26, Las Vegas 19
Buffalo 47, New England 17
Tampa Bay 31, Philadelphia 15
San Francisco 23, Dallas 17
Kansas City 42, Pittsburgh 21
L.A. Rams 34, Arizona 11
Teams on bye: Green Bay, Tennessee
Divisional Round
Jan. 22 Games
Cincinnati at Tennessee, 3:30 p.m.
San Francisco at Green Bay, 7:15 p.m.
Jan. 23 Games
L.A. Rams at Tampa Bay, 2 p.m.
Buffalo at Kansas City, 5:30 p.m.

Team Record
1. Jacksonville Jaguars 	 3-14-0
2. Detroit Lions 	 3-13-1
3. Houston Texans 	 4-13-0
4. New York Jets 	 4-13-0
5. New York Giants 	 4-13-0
6. Carolina Panthers 	 5-12-0
7. New York Giants (from CHI) 	 6-11-0
8. Atlanta Falcons 	 7-10-0
9. Denver Broncos 	 7-10-0
10. New York Jets (from SEA) 	 7-10-0
11. Washington Football Team 	 7-10-0
12. Minnesota Vikings 	 8-9-0
13. Cleveland Browns 	 8-9-0
14. Baltimore Ravens 	 8-9-0
15. Philadelphia Eagles (from MIA) 	 9-8-0
16. Philadelphia Eagles (from IND) 	 9-8-0
17. Los Angeles Chargers 	 9-8-0
18. New Orleans Saints 	 9-8-0
19. Philadelphia Eagles 	 9-8-0
20. Pittsburgh Steelers 	 9-7-1
21. New England Patriots 	 10-7-0
22. Las Vegas Raiders 	 10-7-0
23. Arizona Cardinals 	 11-6-0
24. Dallas Cowboys 	 12-5-0
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The Green Bay Packers (13-3) will 
host the San Francisco 49ers (11-7) at 
7:15 p.m. Saturday at Lambeau Field 
in Green Bay. FOX will televise the 
game.

History
Including this year’s 30-28 victory 

at San Francisco, the Packers lead 
the series 38-32-1. The teams have 
split eight playoff games. The 49ers 
knocked Aaron Rodgers and Co. out 
of the playoffs in 2012, 2013 and 2019.

Coaches
Green Bay – Matt LaFleur, 39-10 

in regular season, 41-12 overall, third 
season. San Francisco — Kyle Shana-
han, 39-42 in regular season and 41-43 
overall, fifth season.

When the Packers have the ball
There’s not a hotter offense in the 

playoffs than the one the Packers will 
roll out on Saturday night. Over the 
final seven regular-season games, they 
were second in the league in scoring, 
Aaron Rodgers was No. 1 in passer 
rating and Davante Adams was No. 1 

in touchdown receptions.
They’ll face a tough task against 

the 49ers’ defense, which was superb 
in shutting down the Cowboys, the 
offense that was No. 1 in scoring the 
past seven games, in the Wild Card 
Round. In winning eight of its last 
10 games, San Francisco allowed 20 
points or less six times.

While the 49ers finished 12th in 
points allowed (21.5 per game), they 
were third in total defense (310 yards 
per game), sixth in yards allowed 
per play (5.11), third in sack percent-
age (8.8) and seventh in goal-to-go 
situations (63.3% touchdowns). The 

Cowboys were held to 4.4 yards per 
play, down three yards from their 
fourth-ranked season average.

The front is tremendous and was 
the reason why the Niners upset the 
Cowboys. The 49ers were credited 
with five sacks and 14 quarterback 
hits while limiting the top-notch run-
ning back tandem of Ezekiel Elliott 
and Tony Pollard to 45 yards on 16 
attempts. 

The only run of 10-plus yards was 
Dak Prescott’s game-ending scramble.

Pro Bowler Nick Bosa and Samson 
Ebukam are the ends, and Arik Arm-
stead and D.J. Jones are the tackles. 
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By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers slides to the ground during the team’s game against the Detroit Lions on Sept. 20 at Lambeau Field in Green Bay. Rodgers and the Packers’ offense will go up against a 
San Francisco 49ers defense that held the Dallas Cowboys in check last week.� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
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Bosa was limited to 23 snaps against 
Dallas with a concussion but the 49ers 
are hopeful he’ll be back. He finished 
fourth in the NFL with 15½ sacks and 
added four forced fumbles but was 
largely held in check by Yosh Nijman 
when the Packers won in week three.

The battle between Bosa and 
David Bakhtiari will be must-see TV. 
Bakhtiari returned from a torn ACL 
to play 27 snaps in week 18 against 
Detroit. He was dominant in those 
snaps but the Lions don’t have anyone 
with half of Bosa’s talent. Armstead is 
a tremendous player who contributed 
six sacks and Jones is a highly under-
rated player who finished second on 
the team with 10 tackles for losses.

Fred Warner (137 tackles, seven for 
losses), Azeez Al-Shaair (102 tackles, 
nine for losses) and Dre Greenlaw (21 
tackles in three games) are the line-
backers. Rodgers for years has raved 
about Warner being an elite player. He 
suffered an ankle injury against Dallas 
but expects to play.

If the Packers can protect Rodgers, 
there are plays to be made against a 
secondary that gave up 12 catches to 
Adams, including two big ones on the 
game-winning drive in week three. 
Emmanuel Moseley and rookie Ambry 
Thomas are the corners and K’Waun 
Williams mans the slot.

Thomas is the weak link. Jimmie 
Ward and Jaquiski Tartt provide 
steady veteran play at safety. 

When the 49ers have the ball
Which Green Bay defense will 

show up? Will it be the one that played 
so well through the first two-thirds of 
the season and crushed Vikings run-
ning back Dalvin Cook in week 17? Or 
will it be the one that gave up 28-plus 
points in five of the final seven games?

The 49ers finished only 13th with 
25.1 points per game but hit their stride 
down the stretch. Notably, they fin-
ished No. 1 in red-zone offense (66.7%) 
while Green Bay finished No. 28 in 
red-zone defense (66%).

The key will be San Francisco’s 
rushing attack. Elijah Mitchell finished 
eighth in rushing with 963 yards de-
spite missing six games due to injuries. 
He’s not as explosive as Raheem Mo-
stert, who ran circles around the Pack-
ers in the 2019 NFC Championship 
Game, but he’s still a big-time talent.

There are two important changes 
since Green Bay’s week three vic-
tory. One, Mitchell is healthy; he was 
inactive for that game. Two, receiver 
Deebo Samuel has become a featured 
runner. With Mitchell (27 carries, 96 
yards, one touchdown) and Samuel 
(10 carries, 72 yards, one touchdown) 
leading the charge, the 49ers demol-
ished the Dallas defense with 169 rush-
ing yards.

Green Bay’s run defense ran 
hot and cold down the stretch. The 
Browns rushed for 219 yards in week 
16 but the Vikings managed only 27 
in week 17. All the jet-motion-style 
runs featuring Samuel as a runner or 
decoy will test the discipline of outside 
linebackers Preston Smith and Rashan 
Gary and All-Pro inside linebacker 
De’Vondre Campbell.

The running game will set up 
quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo for 
success (or failure). He finished third 
in completion percentage (68.3) and 
ninth in passer rating (98.8). He aver-
aged a second-ranked 8.64 yards per 
attempt because he benefited from a 
league-best 6.51 yards after the catch. 
He didn’t play well at Dallas and has 
no cold-weather history.

Samuel, with a league-high 18.3 
yards per reception, is a stud in the 
run-after-catch phase and one of the 
premier playmakers in the league. 
He averaged 10 yards after the catch, 
fourth-best in the NFL and by far the 
best among receivers. He forced 20 
missed tackles on 77 receptions; every 
Packers receiver combined tallied 24 
misses on 238 receptions.

George Kittle (71 receptions, 910 
yards, six touchdowns) is the best 
all-around tight end in the NFL, and 
receivers Brandon Aiyuk (56 recep-
tions, 826 yards, five TDs) and Jauan 
Jennings (24 receptions, 282 yards, five 
TDs) emerged down the stretch.

The veteran offensive line is good 
but not great. All-Pro left tackle Trent 
Williams is a superb player, a domi-
nant force run or pass. He’s joined 
by Laken Tomlinson at left guard, 
Alex Mack at center, Dan Brunskill 
at right guard and Tom Compton at 
right tackle. Green Bay’s Kenny Clark 
must dominate the matchup against 
Brunskill, who is the clear weak link.

Special teams
This is the phase that Packers fans 

have dreaded for most of the season.
The 49ers are fairly mediocre on 

special teams. Veteran kicker Robbie 
Gould was 20-of-23 on field goals and 
made kicks of 52 and 53 yards against 
Dallas. 

Punter Mitch Wishnowsky finished 
14th in net average. He’s got all the 
kicks in his bag to make fielding the 
ball a challenge. Presumably, David 
Moore will handle punts. He had an 
excellent debut in week 17 but spent 
week 18 on the COVID list.

In the first meeting, Aiyuk averaged 
11.5 yards per punt return and Trent 
Cannon had a 68-yard kickoff return. 
With Aiyuk having a key role on of-
fense and Cannon on injured reserve, 
Travis Benjamin had an 11-yard punt 
return and JaMycal Hasty went no-
where on two kickoff returns.
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