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Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers reacts during the team's season-opening loss to the Minnesota Vikings on Sept. 11 in Minneapolis.
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Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers talks to his linemen and running back to audible the play during the Packers's 23-7 loss in Minneapolis on Sept. 11.

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

Bakhtiari, Jenkins sidelined with injuries

3 O-line backups
took the field
in week 1

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

After a 23-7 loss to the Minnesota
Vikings, the Green Bay Packers have
their sights set on Chicago, as they
host the divisional rival on Sept. 18.

During the game, Vikings wide
receiver Justin Jefferson had a career
day, recording 184 receiving yards and
two touchdowns. While that does call
for concern on the defensive side of
the ball, another major problem for the
Packers was on the offensive line.

The Packers were without star
linemen David Bakhtiari and Elgton
Jenkins on Sunday, leading to Minne-
sota recording four sacks. Left guard
Jon Runyan also left this game to be
evaluated for a concussion.

“I think they had four sacks or
whatever,” said Green Bay Packers
head coach Matt LaFleur, talking about
the Vikings defense and Jefferson.
“Didn’t stop their big-time playmak-
ers and allowed them to make big-
time plays. If you do that, you're not

going to win very many games in this
league.”

LaFleur also touched on former
Green Bay Linebacker Za’Darius
Smith, who now plays for Minnesota,
impact on the game, as he was in the
Packers’ backfield all day.

“He had a critical sack fumble. He
had another sack on a third down,”
said LaFleur. “You know, we knew Z
was going to be amped up and ready to
go, and he is a great player. Give them
credit, they had a great scheme.

“They weren’t going to try to give
up big plays. They definitely kept a
lid on top of us for the most part, and
when you do that and you’re trying
to throw some big-time plays, that
allows sometimes the pass rushers to
hit home.”

Talking about the offensive line,
Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers
said that whoever is on the field should
be prepared to play.

“These guys are NFL players,”
said Rodgers. “There’s expectation
whoever is in there that they’re going
to play well.”

Green Bay Packers center Jake
Hanson echoed words of his previous
teammates saying that the offensive
line did not come prepared to play.

“We knew what they were going
to throw at us,” said Hanson. “There

were looks that we have seen from our
defense in the past. We just did not go
out and execute the way we should
have.”

With Chicago coming to Green Bay,
the Packers will once again have their
hands full with Robert Quinn, who was
second in sacks in the NFL last season
with 18%2 sacks. In order to stop Quinn
and company, Hanson said that consis-
tency throughout the game is the key
to getting into a groove.

“There were a lot of good things,
but so many bad things that out-
weighed some of those positives,” said
Hanson. “That is the biggest thing in
this game is the consistency. We have
to be able to stack drives and be able to
do it over and over again. We cannot
let big plays or the defense get in the
way of the production of our offense.”

During training camp, the Packers
experimented with different combina-
tions of players, including Zach Tom
and Rasheed Walker. That has been
due in part to Jenkins and Bakhtiari be-
ing sidelined with their injuries.

With both players’ statuses to
return up in the air, running backs
Aaron Jones and A.J. Dillon and tight
ends Robert Tonyan, Mercedes Lewis,
Josiah Deguara and Tyler Davis may
have to play a bigger role as blockers.

“Dave and Elgton are doing every-

thing they can do and are day-to-day,
but certainly it does put a little bit of
strain, but that is not an excuse,” said
LaFleur on the effect of not having the
linemen. “We’ve got to adapt. We've
got to adjust. We obviously didn’t do
that, and we’ve got to be better.”

Tonyan is one of the players who
missed part of training camp to suit
up in the first game. Playing on the
offensive line, Tonyan said that as
the pressure grew, the game became
tougher to play.

“It is tough playing from behind
in those circumstances, but I think
putting this behind us and focusing
on next week is going to be key,” said
Tonyan.

Beyond the Bears, Green Bay faces
Tampa Bay and New England, who
should once again feature strong pass
rushing. Chicago should be a big test
for every offensive lineman, as the first
game in Lambeau Field in the 2022
season should have the fans excited.

While it is early in the season,
dropping a divisional game puts Green
Bay back in a tiebreaker scenario. For
Green Bay to avoid another divisional
loss, strong offensive line play will be
needed while Bakhtiari and Jenkins
continue to rehab their injuries.

Ireimer@newmedia-wi.com
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PACKERS ROSTER

Active

33

NAME

Mason Crosby
Dallin Leavitt
Quay Walker
Amari Rodgers
Christian Watson
Jordan Love
Sammy Watkins
Aaron Rodgers
Allen Lazard
Pat O'Donnell
Randall Cobb
Rudy Ford

Eric Stokes
Shemar Jean-Charles
Jaire Alexander
Tariq Carpenter
Keisean Nixon
Darnell Savage
AJ Dillon

Rasul Douglas
Adrian Amos
Aaron Jones

40 Tipa Galeai
50 Zach Tom

51

52
53
55
56
58
59
63
67
69
70
7

73
74
75

Krys Barnes
Rashan Gary
Jonathan Garvin
Kingsley Enagbare
Jack Coco

Isaiah McDuffie
De'Vondre Campbell
Rasheed Walker
Jake Hanson
David Bakhtiari
Royce Newman
Josh Myers

Yosh Nijman
Elgton Jenkins
Sean Rhyan

POS. HT.
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WR
QB
WR
QB
WR
P
WR
S
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S
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S
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WT.
207
195
241
212
208
219
211
225
227
220
195
200
194
184
196
230
200
198
247
209
214
208
229
304
229
277
257
258
248
227
232
324
296
310
310
310
314
3N
321

AGE EXP. COLLEGE

38
28
22
22
23
23
29
38
26
31
32
27
23

25

TRERWNNSNIANN DT OIWRAWINOROAWRARDIUINNOZIORZOWINIT G

Colorado

Utah State
Georgia
Clemson

North Dakota State
Utah State
Clemson
California

lowa State
Miami
Kentucky
Auburn
Georgia
Appalachian State
Louisville
Georgia Tech
South Carolina
Maryland
Boston College
West Virginia
Penn State
Texas-El Paso
Utah State
Wake Forest
UCLA
Michigan
Miami

South Carolina
Georgia Tech
Boston College
Minnesota
Penn State
Oregon
Colorado
Mississippi
Ohio State
Virginia Tech
Mississippi State
UCLA

76 Jon Runyan

81 Josiah Deguara
83 Samori Toure
84 Tyler Davis

85 Robert Tonyan
87 Romeo Doubs
89 Marcedes Lewis
90 Jarran Reed

91 Preston Smith
93 T.J.Slaton

94 Dean Lowry
95 Devonte Wyatt
97 Kenny Clark
99 Jonathan Ford
Reserve/Injured
5 Ishmael Hyman
30 Shawn Davis
38 Innis Gaines
47 Alizé Mack

82 Nate Becker
98 Akial Byers

Reserve/Physically Unable to Perform

32 Kylin Hill
Practice Squad
19 Danny Etling
27 Patrick Taylor

34 Micah Abernathy

39 Tyler Goodson
41 Benjie Franklin

43 Kiondre Thomas

45 Ramiz Ahmed
49 Kobe Jones

54 La'Darius Hamilton

57 Ray Wilborn
72 Caleb Jones
80 Shaun Beyer
86 Travis Fulgham

88 Juwann Winfree

96 Jack Heflin
98 Chris Slayton

G 6-4 307
TE 62 238
WR 61 191
TE 64 252
TE 65 240
WR 62 204
TE 66 267
DL 63 307
B 65 265
DL 64 330
DL 66 29
DL 63 304
DL 63 314
DL 65 338
WR 6-0 19
S 511 202
S 61 202
TE 64 25
TE 65 258
DL 63 308
RB 510 214
QB 63 222
RB 62 217
S 6-0 195
RB 59 197
B 60 172
(B 60 186
K 511 193
B 63 255
B 62 26
B 63 230
T 6-9 370
TE 65 250
WR 62 21
WR 61 210
DL 63 304
DL 64 307

25
25
24
25
28
22
38
29
29
24
28
24
26
23

27
24
24
25
26
23

24

28
24
25
21
25
24
27
24
24
25
23
25
26
26
24
26
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Michigan
Cincinnati
Nebraska
Georgia Tech
Indiana State
Nevada

UCLA
Alabama
Mississippi State
Florida
Northwestern
Georgia
UCLA

Miami

James Madison
Florida

TCU

Notre Dame
Miami (Ohio)
Missouri

Mississippi State

LU

Memphis
Tennessee
lowa

Tarleton State
Kansas State
Nevada
Mississippi State
North Texas
Ball State
Indiana

lowa

0Old Dominion
Colorado
lowa
Syracuse
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BEARS ROSTER

Active 71 Riley Reiff OL 66 33 3 1 lowa
# NAME POS. HT. WT. AGE EXP. COLLEGE 72 Alex Leatherwood OL 65 32 23 2  Alabama
1 Justin Fields QB 63 28 23 2 Ohio State 75 Larry Borom OL 65 33 23 2 Missouri
2 Cairo Santos K~ 58 175 30 8  Tulane 76 Teven Jenkins OL 66 321 24 2  Oklahoma State
4 Eddie Jackson DB 60 206 28 6  Alabama 81 Jake Tonges TE 64 20 23 R  California
6 Kyler Gordon DB 60 200 22 R Washington 84 Ryan Griffin TE 66 255 32 10  Connecticut
9 Jaquan Brisker DB 61 200 23 R Penn State 85 Cole Kmet TE 66 260 23 3 Notre Dame
11" Darnell Mooney WRom 173 24 3 Tulane 88 Trevon Wesco TE 63 267 27 4  WestVirginia
12 Velus Jones Jr. WR 60 200 25 R Tennessee
13 Byron Pringle WR 61 203 28 5 Kansas State 20 Angelo Blackson DL 64 35 29 8 Auburn
yron Fring i 91 Dominique Robinson DL 65 253 24 R Miami(Ohio)
15 Trevor Siemian QB 63 220 30 7 Northwestern 03 Justi -
16 Trenton G|" P 6-4 219 23 R N.C. State ustin JonP:S DL 63 309 26 5 North Car0|!na State
17 thmir Smith-Marsette WR 61 185 23 2 lowa 94 Robert Quinn DL 64 245 32 12 NorthCarolina
18 Dante Pettis WR 61 195 26 5  Washington 96 Armon Watts DT 65 295 26 4 Arkansas
19 Equanimeous St.Brown WR 65 214 25 5  Notre Dame 99 Trevis Gipson DL 64 263 25 3 Tulsa
22 Kindle Vildor DB 511 189 24 3  Georgia Southern Reserve/Injured )
23 Lamar Jackson DB 62 208 24 2  Nebraska 8 NKeal Harry WR 64 225 24 4  Arizona State
24 Khalil Herbert RB 59 212 24 2  Virginia Tech 18 David Moore WR 60 219 27 5  EastCentral
25 Trestan Ebner RB 511 206 23 R  Baylor 25 Tavon Young DB 59 177 28 7 Temple
29 Dane Cruikshank DB 61 209 27 5 Arizona 68 Doug Kramer OL 62 300 24 R lllinois
31 Jaylon Jones DB 511 190 24 R Mississippi 78 Dakota Dozier oL 64 32 31 9 Furman
32 David Montgomery RB 511 224 25 4 lowa State 88 Tajae Sharpe WR 62 194 27 7 Massachusetts
33 Jaqun Joh.nson DB 60 19 23 3 Utah ) Practice Squad
35 Khari Blasingame B 60 223 26 4  Vanderbilt 10 Nsimba Webster WR 510 180 26 4  Eastern Washington
36 DeAndre Houston-Carson DB 6-0 202 29 7  William & Mary 14 Nathan Peterman QB 62 225 28 6  Pittsburgh
37 Elijah Hicks DB 5T 200 22 R California 21 Darrynton Evans RB 510 203 24 3  Appalachian State
39 Josh Blackwell DB 511 180 23 R Duke - g .
26 Davontae Harris DB 511 205 27 5 lllinois State
44 Matthew Adams LB 6-0 30 26 5 Houston ~
h 27 Thomas Graham Jr. DB 511 197 23 1 Oregon
48 Patrick Scales L5 63 26 31 7 UtahState 38 AJ. Thomas DB 62 24 23 R WesternMichigan
50 Sterling Weatherford LB 6-4 24 23 R Miami (Ohio) -~ . estern Vichig
- ] : 43 DeMarquis Gates LB 62 221 26 1 Mississippi
53 Nicholas Morrow B 60 26 27 5 Greenville A
) - g P 45 Joe Thomas B 61 227 31 8 South Carolina State
55 Al-Quadin Muhammad DL 63 250 27 6 Miami
57 Jack Sanborn B 62 234 22 R Wisconsin 47 Chase Allen TE 66 251 25 R lowaState
58 Roquan Smith IB 61 232 25 5 Georgia 60 Dl.eter Eiselen OL 64 320 26 1 Yale
59 Kingsley Jonathan DL 6-4 260 24 R Syracuse 64 Mike P?nnel !r. DL 6-4 332 31 9 Colorado State (Pueblo)
62 Lucas Patrick OL 63 33 29 6 Duke 73 Lachavious Simmons OL 65 39 26 3 Tennessee State
65 Cody Whitehair oL 63 316 30 7 Kansas State 74 Zachary Thomas OL 65 308 24 R San Diego State
67 Sam Mustipher OL 62 332 2 3 Notre Dame 78 Kellen Diesch oL 67 300 25 R Arizona State
69 Ja'Tyre Carter OL 63 31 23 R  Southern 82 Isaiah Coulter WR 62 198 24 2 Rhode Island
70 Braxton Jones OL 65 310 23 R  Southern Utah State 92 Trevon Coley DL 61 307 28 6  Florida Atlantic
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GAME VITALS

GREEN BAY PACKERS (0-1)
VS. CHICAGO BEARS (1-0)

WHEN: 7:20 p.m. Sunday

WHERE: Lambeau Field

TV:NBC

RADIO: 620 AM (WTMY]), Sirius
Satellite Radio (WTM]J feed)

THE SERIES

Packers vs. Bears

All-time, regular season: 102-94-6

All-time, postseason: 1-1

All-time, at Packers: 51-42-4

Streaks: The Green Bay Pack-
ers have won their last six matchups
against the Chicago Bears. The last
time Green Bay lost to Chicago at
home was back in 2015.

Last meeting, regular season:
Dec. 12, 2021, Packers won 45-30 at
Lambeau Field. The Packers out-
scored the Bears 24-3 after halftime

to pull away for the win. Quarterback

Aaron Rodgers threw for 341 yards
and four touchdowns.

SCHEDULE

Date  Opponent Time TV
Sept. 11 at Minnesota Loss 23-7
Sept. 18 vs. Chicago 7:20 p.m. NBC
Sept. 25 at Tampa Bay 3:25p.m. FOX
Oct.2  vs. New England 3:25p.m. CBS
Oct.9  vs. NY. Giants (London) 8:30 a.m. NFL Net.
Oct. 16 vs. NY. Jets noon FOX
Oct.23  at Washington noon FOX
Oct.30 at Buffalo 7:20 p.m. NBC
Nov.6  at Detroit noon FOX
Nov.13 vs. Dallas 3:25p.m. FOX
Nov.17  vs. Tennessee 705p.m. Prime
Nov.27 at Philadelphia 7:20 p.m. NBC
Dec.4 at Chicago noon FOX
Bye week

Dec.19 vs.L.A.Rams 705p.m. ESPN
Dec.25 at Miami noon FOX
Jan.1  vs. Minnesota 3:25p.m. CBS
Jan.7/8 vs. Detroit TBD TBD

PACKERS DEPTH CHART

OFFENSE

Aaron Jones

m

Sammy Watkins
Christian Watson

Aaron Rodgers
Jordan Love

m

A.J. Dillon

FYI

Rosters and depth charts are accurate as of
Sept. 12, 11:30 a.m.

m

Randall Cobb
Amari Rodgers

w

Allen Lazard
Romeo Doubs

O 0 0000

Marcedes Lewis  Elgton Jenkins Royce Newman Josh Myers Jon Runyan David Bakhtiari
RobertTonyan Rasheed Walker ~ SeanRhyan  Jake Hanson  Zach Tom Yosh Nijman
DEFENSE
Dean Lowry Kenny Clark Jarran Reed

Devonte Wyatt T.J. Slaton Devonte Wyatt
Eric Stokes Jaire Alexander
Keisean Nixon Rasul Douglas

Preston Smith De'Vondre Campbell Quay Walker Rashan Gary
Jonathan Garvin Krys Barnes Isaiah McDuffie Kingsley Enagbare

Adrian Amos
Dallin Leavitt

Darnell Savage
Rudy Ford

Packers, Duluth Trading Co. unveil new apparel collaboration

The Green Bay Packers and
Duluth Trading Company, a life-
style brand of men’s and women’s
workwear, casual wear, outdoor
apparel and accessories, announced
a limited edition apparel collabora-
tion for the 2022 football season.

The collection, which will only
be available for a limited time, con-
sists of better-built tailgating gear
in iconic green and gold colorways
as well as a unique rendition of the
Packers logo.

“We’re excited to introduce this
unique apparel collection with Du-
luth Trading Company to help kick

off the Packers season this year,”
said Jen Pertzborn, Packers mer-
chandise manager.

“Our fans are always looking for
new ways to show their support
while they gear up for football sea-
son, and these high-quality items
will be the perfect addition to any
fan’s wardrobe on gameday and
every day.”

Sam Sato, CEO and President,
Duluth Trading, said the Mount
Horeb-based retailer designed each
piece in the collection with avid
Packers fans in mind.

“We’re thrilled to launch Duluth

Trading’s first-ever NFL collabora-
tion with the team right in our own
backyard, the Green Bay Packers,”
Sato said.

“The Packers were founded on
the same tradition of hard work as
Duluth Trading, and we’re hon-
ored to put the extra triple stitch in
green and gold this fall. This col-
laboration was designed to provide
Packers fans with the most durable,
innovative and hardworking fan
gear they need to enjoy gameday,
whether at a tailgate, at a backyard
barbecue or right in the stands at
Lambeau Field.”

Featuring several different styles
across men’s, women’s and chil-
dren’s, the limited edition collabo-
ration will only be available while
supplies last and includes Green
Bay Packers Fire Hose Bib Overalls,
Longtail T T-Shirts, Free Swingin
Flannels, Buck Naked Underwear
and more.

The full assortment is available
to shop online at PackersProShop.
com and DuluthTrading.com, as
well as in-person at the Packers
Pro Shop and Duluth Trading’s five
Wisconsin retail store locations.
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BEARS DEPTH CHART

OFFENSE

David Montgomery
Khalil Herbert

=
o

Equanimeous St. Brown
Byron Pringle

W

Cole Kmet Larry Borom
Ryan Griffin

DEFENSE

"

Justin Jones

(W)
Robert Quinn

l l Dominique Robinson Armon Watts

Jaylon Johnson
Lamar Jackson

o

Nicholas Morrow
Sterling Weatherford

O

Eddie Jackson
DeAndre Houston-Carson

Trevor Siemian

Teven Jenkins
Alex Leatherwood Ja'Tyre Carter Sam Mustipher

SCHEDULE

Thursday's Games

L.A. Chargers at Kansas City, 7:15 p.m.
Sunday's Games

Miami at Baltimore, noon

NY. Jets at Cleveland, noon
Washington at Detroit, noon
Indianapolis at Jacksonville, noon
Tampa Bay at New Orleans, noon
Carolina at N.Y. Giants, noon

New England at Pittsburgh, noon
Atlanta at L.A. Rams, 3:05 p.m.
Seattle at San Francisco, 3:05 p.m.
Cincinnati at Dallas, 3:25 p.m.
Houston at Denver, 3:25 p.m.
Arizona at Las Vegas, 3:25 p.m.
Chicago at Green Bay, 7:20 p.m.
Monday's Games

Tennessee at Buffalo, 6:15 p.m.
Minnesota at Philadelphia, 7:30 p.m.
Next Thursday's Games
Pittsburgh at Cleveland, 715 p.m.

STANDINGS
=

Justin Fields Khari Blasingame

O O

=

Darnell Mooney
Velus Jones Jr.

NS

Lucas Patrick Cody Whitehair Braxton Jones
Lucas Patrick Riley Reiff

O

WLT WLT
Angelo Blackson Al-Quadin Muhammad Philadelphia 1 0 0  Miami 100
Trevis Gipson Washington 1 0 0  Buffalo 100
w NY.Giants 1 0 O  NewkEngland 0 1 0
Dallas 010 NVYlets 010
Kyler Gordon North North
Kindle Vildor Team WLT Team WLT
Minnesota 1 O O  Pittsburgh 1 0 0
Chicago 1 00 Baltimore 100
Detroit 010 Cleveland 100
: ; GreenBay 0 1 0  Cincinnati 010
South South
. Team WLT Team WLT
Roquan Smith Matthew Adams NewOrleans 1 0 0  Houston 001
Jack Sanborn TampaBay 1 0 0  Indianapolis 0 O 1
Carolina 010 Tennessee 0 10
Atlanta 0 1 0 Jacksonville 0O 1 0
West West
Team WLT Team WLT
Seattle 1 00 LAChargers 1 00
SanFrancisco 0 1 0  KansasCity 1 0 0
Jaquan Brisker Arizona 010  Denver 010
Dane Cruikshank L.A. Rams 010 Las Vegas 010

Packers offer limited standing-room-only tickets

The Green Bay Packers have a
limited amount of standing-room-on-
ly tickets available for each regular-
season contest at Lambeau Field this
season.

The tickets, priced at $89 each
(plus applicable fees), allow fans to
stand in the area behind sections
432s to 442s, on the fourth level of
Lambeau Field’s south end.

In addition to standing behind the
seating sections in that area, game at-
tendees can use the viewing platforms
on either side of the sections. Conces-
sion stands and restrooms are readily
available in the concourse area.

The Invisalign Gate on the south
side of the stadium is the recom-
mended stadium entrance gate for
those with standing-room-only
tickets.

Tickets currently are available for
purchase online. To access the page
to purchase tickets, visit packers.
com/tickets and click on individual
games to view available tickets.
The tickets will be listed as stand-
ing room only. A limit of eight per
household has been established.

Additionally, the tickets are not

able to be resold on NFL Ticket

Exchange. Green Bay.

Green Bay Packers fans look on during the team's Family Night practice on Aug. 5 at Lambeau Field in

LUKE REIMER | NEW MEDIA
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KEYS TO THE GAME

By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

The Green Bay Packers will host
the Chicago Bears at 7:20 p.m. on
Sept. 18 at Lambeau Field in Green
Bay. NBC will televise the game.

History

Packers lead the series 103-95-6.
They’ve won six in a row, 11 of the last
12, 15 of the last 17 and 21 of the last 24.

Coaches

Green Bay - Matt LaFleur, 39-1],
fourth season. Chicago — Matt Eber-
flus, 1-0, first season.

When the Packers have the ball

Eberflus was hired because of his
strong track record as a defensive
coordinator. That side of the ball had
been trending the wrong way, going
from first in points allowed in 2018
and fourth in 2019 to 22nd last year,
when the Bears plunged to 6-11.

Chicago allowed only 10 points in
the season-opening win vs. the 49ers,
but who knows what that means
considering the game was played in a
swimming pool.

On the front, Robert Quinn and
Al-Quadin Muhammad are the de-
fensive ends. Quinn ranked second in
the league last season with 18"z sacks
and added four forced fumbles. All
49 of his snaps against San Francisco
came at right end, meaning a matchup
against the left tackle, either Yosh Nij-
man or veteran David Bakhtiari.

Muhammad had six sacks last
season with Eberflus in Indianapolis.
Angelo Jackson and Justin Jones are
the defensive tackles, with former
Packers player Mike Pennel among
the backups.

Roquan Smith is one of the best
linebackers in the NFL. He had nine
tackles in his debut after a power-
house season of 163 tackles, three
sacks and 12 tackles for losses last
year. He’s a sideline-to-sideline
player. He is joined at linebacker by
Nicholas Morrow, who had 78 tackles
in 11 starts last season for the Raiders,
and Matthew Adams, a backup with
the Colts the past four seasons.

Third-year standout Jaylon John-
son and second-round pick Kyler
Gordon are the cornerbacks, and
former Pro Bowler Eddie Jackson and
second-round pick Jaquan Brisker are
the safeties. Kindle Vildor is the third
corner in nickel situations.

Jackson, who had six picks in 2018,
had his first since 2019 in the opener.
The Bears think Brisker is going to be
a star.

Green Bay Packers safety Adrian Amos, left, and linebackers De'Vondre Campbell, bottom middle, and Rashan Gary, right, bring down Minnesota Vikings
running back Dalvin Cook during a game on Sept. 11 in Minneapolis. The Packers' defense will look to shut down the Chicago Bears after struggling against

the Vikings' offense in week one.

Three rookies play key roles, with
Brisker and Gordon in the secondary
and fifth-round defensive end Domi-
nique Robinson (1¥2 sacks vs. San
Francisco) coming off the bench.

“It was good by really all the rook-
ies,” Ebreflus said Sept. 12. “You look
at the way the rookies performed,
from the punter to our nickel (Gor-
don) to Dominique to all the guys that
played, Braxton, they all played well.

“And I think that’s really a tribute
to (general manager) Ryan Poles and
his staff bringing the guys in here that
have the maturity to be able to handle
an NFL game, the coaches getting
them ready, and then the guys going
out there and doing it. I was happy
with all the rookies.”

When the Bears have the ball
Chicago’s new offense is coordi-
nated by Luke Getsy, the former Pack-
ers quarterbacks coach. In Green Bay,
Getsy had Aaron Rodgers. In Chicago,
he’s got Justin Fields, last year’s first-

round pick who had a dismal rookie
season with seven touchdowns, 10 in-
terceptions and a 28th-ranked passer
rating of 73.2.

Fields only completed eight passes
in an epic downpour against the 49ers

but two of those were for touch-
downs.

“He’s been great with everything;
footwork and timing, playing on
time and the little details of playing
quarterback,” Fields said of Getsy.
“He knows what drills to work, what
I need to work on. He’s been great. I
love having him here.”

The Bears can run the ball. David
Montgomery and Khalil Herbert
aren’t exactly Aaron Jones and A.J.
Dillon but it’s a quality tandem. Mont-
gomery has topped 1,000 total yards
each of his first three seasons. Herbert
added 433 rushing yards last year as a
rookie and had a team-high 45 yards
vs. the 49ers.

Much like Green Bay, Chicago
has limited options on the perimeter.
Darnell Mooney, Dante Pettis and
former Packers player Equanimeous
St. Brown are the primary receivers.
Mooney caught 81 passes for 1,055
yards last season, and Pettis and St.
Brown scored against the 49ers. Tight
end Cole Kmet had 60 catches last
season.

The offensive line is the over-
whelming weak link. Braxton Smith, a
fifth-round rookie, starts at left tackle.
A pair of former second-round picks,

GREG MELLIS | NEW MED

Cody Whitehair and Teven Jenkins,
are the guards, 2021 fifth-rounder
Larry Borom is the right tackle and
Sam Mustipher, an undrafted free
agent in 2019, is the center.

Former Packers lineman Lucas
Patrick split the playing time with
Jenkins. There’s no reason why Green
Bay’s front, which had a quiet game at
Minnesota, shouldn’t set the tone and
control the line of scrimmage.

Special teams

The Bears have a reliable kicker
with veteran Cairo Santos, who made
93.8% of his field goals in 2020 and
86.7% last season. They replaced new
Packers punter Pat O’Donnell with
Trenton Gill, a seventh-round pick.
He averaged 46.2 yards on six punts
in the monsoon.

Trestan Ebner, a running back
selected in the sixth round, averaged
24 yards per kickoff return in his NFL
debut. He’s got 4.43 speed in the 40.
Pettis, who’s never been a full-time
returner, handles punt returns.

Green Bay’s special teams had a
solid debut under new coordinator
Rich Bisaccia. Amari Rodgers had a 12-
yard punt return and O’Donnell’s four
punts yielded only 7 return yards.
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Q&A WITH AARON JONES

By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

Q: What gives you confidence
that the team will bounce back vs.
Chicago?

A: Just knowing that the biggest
jump comes from week one to week
two in the league, and that’s probably
one of the biggest jumps that you’ll
see through the season. That’s with
all teams. We know what it takes, we
know it starts (with) the North and
we’ve got another North opponent
coming in, so we’ve got to handle busi-
ness.

Q: Were you frustrated after get-
ting only eight touches against the
Vikings?

A: No, sir, I'm not frustrated. I just
do what I can when my number is
called and make the most of every op-
portunity I get.

Q: Then the quarterback was
frustrated for you. Aaron (Rodgers)
said you needed more touches.

A: It definitely puts a smile on your
face knowing that he wants you to be
getting the ball, as well, not just your-
self who wants it.

Q: After the game, Aaron (Rodg-
ers) was talking about mental
mistakes with some of the young

players. How long did it take to get
to where you needed to be in terms
of the mental mistakes?

A: It definitely is a challenge. I
would say it comes with time and reps
- game reps at that. But I would say
normally after the second, third game,
you see those mistakes and those
things leaving and guys getting more
comfortable. But, like I said, it comes
with those game reps.”

Q: So you have to see those situ-
ations in a game?

A: For me, it was different. I had
four weeks where I didn’t play any
offense. But I got to sit there and watch
and look and learn. So, I mean, every-
body learns in different ways. Some
people learn by actually taking a rep.
Me, I learn from both - watching and
taking the rep.

I take those notes down, so when
it’s my turn to get out there, I know
what to expect or what’s coming. Now
that I'm on the field, I want to stay on
the field.

Q: In retrospect, was it easier to
not have to play right away?

A: Definitely, I think that did have
its plus to it. At the time, to me, it
didn’t. I wanted to play. But it gave me
a month. I think I was on two special
teams. The first week, I wasn’t even
active.

PLAYER BIO

Number: 33

Age: 27

Season: 6

College: Texas El-Paso

So, it did give me the time to see the
speed of the game, what’s going on in
our offense, understand it and what we
were trying to achieve both on special
teams and on offense. Now I look back
on it, 'm thankful for that time. Every-
thing happens for a reason.

Q: Is there a fine line between
getting more touches now but stay-
ing fresh and strong for later in the
season?

A: You want to keep your backs
healthy for the whole season, 17 games
plus the playoffs. You want to keep
‘em fresh, but you also want to give
them a workload, as well. Where is
that fine line when you have two very
good, capable backs? I do like being
fresher towards the end of the season,
when other guys are beat up at the
end, you're a little bit fresher, so it
does help.”

Q: You guys have a strong his-
tory of bouncing back after a loss.
What’s the secret to that?

A:Just getting back together as a
team, going back over what happened

the previous week and how can we
grow from that, knowing that this year
it’s a division opponent coming in.
You never want to start off 0-2, espe-
cially in your division. So, we’ve got to
handle business and just be ready to
execute at a high level.”

Q: You passed Hall of Famer
Tony Canadeo and moved into
fourth place on the team’s career
rushing list on Sunday. What does
that mean?

A: Tt is crazy to me. I think I saw it
yesterday on Twitter or something.

It took him I don’t know how many
games, I can’t remember the stat, but

I was like, ‘Wow, it does seem like it
happened pretty fast.” But that lets me
know I'm doing my job at a pretty high
level and I look to continue to do that.

It’s honestly a blessing because
there’s been a lot of running backs
here over the 100 years and to have
my name in history with some of those
greats is special.”

Q: Speaking of history, you’re
sixth all-time (among all running
backs with 600 career carries) in
yards per carry (5.1) alongside guys
like Jim Brown and Barry Sanders.

A:T've got to get up to No. 1. I keep
that 9.8 (yards per carry vs. Minne-
sota), we'll be good. (laughter)

Green Bay Packers running back Aaron Jones, right, carries the ball and runs away from Minnesota Vikings defensive lineman Harrison Phillips during a game on Sept. 11 in Minneapolis.

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
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NOTEBOOK

By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

Bouncing back

The Pack need to bounce back.
Fortunately for the Green Bay Pack-
ers, the Chicago Bears are next on
the docket.

The Packers performed miser-
ably in their season-opening 23-7
loss at the Minnesota Vikings.
Offensively, the makeshift line
struggled, receivers weren’t open
and coach Matt LaFleur inexplica-
bly forgot about his running backs.
Defensively, a veteran group in the
secondary was its own worst en-
emy against premier receiver Justin
Jefferson.

The Packers will need to re-
bound to avoid an 0-2 start. Having
the Bears coming to town for “Sun-
day Night Football” should help.
LaFleur is 6-0 against the Bears,
with the four wins the last two
seasons all decided by at least 10
points. Quarterback Aaron Rodgers
is 22-5 against Chicago. He’s thrown
16 touchdowns vs. zero intercep-
tions with LaFleur in charge.

Green Bay has lost three in a
row - the meaningless finale at
Detroit, the playoff game against
San Francisco and now the opener
at Minnesota. But, in same-season
regular-season action, the Pack-
ers have not dropped back-to-back
games under LaFleur. That includes
winning seven in a row after get-
ting embarrassed by the Saints in
last year’s opener.

“I think that’s just life in the Na-
tional Football League. If you live
on what you did yesterday, whether
you win or you lose, you’re not
going to get better,” LaFleur said.
“We’re always going to be very,
very critical and hard on ourselves
from a coaching standpoint, from a
player standpoint, and try to make
the necessary adjustments, try to
make the necessary corrections and
try to avoid this in the future as
best we can.

“This league is a humbling
league. You better be your best ev-
ery opportunity that you get to go
out on that field, otherwise you get
stuck up here answering your guys’
questions.”

Alexander's role

One of those questions was
about Green Bay’s defensive game
plan against Minnesota. The Vi-
kings’ stud receiver, Justin Jeffer-
son, had nine catches for 184 yards
and two touchdowns. On most of

Green Bay Packers coach Matt LaFleur, front, and quarterback Jordan Love look on during the game against the Minnesota Vikings on Sept. 11 in Minneapolis.

LaFleur admitted he needed to get the team's running backs more touches after they played well in week one.

those plays, he was wide open.
Why didn’t the Packers use Jaire
Alexander — the NFL’s highest-
paid cornerback — to shadow Jef-
ferson?
That’s easier said than done.
Defensive coordinator Joe Barry

prefers a balanced approach to
coverage. Last season, his second-
ary played man coverage 30% of
the time, according to Sports Info
Solutions. If a defense is playing
man, then it’s easy to have one cor-
nerback assigned to one receiver. In

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

zone, it’s impossible.

On those zone looks, Eric Stokes
was the cornerback on the defense’s
right. So, the Vikings put Jefferson
on the offense’s left, away from
Alexander.

One potential solution would
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be to play man on third downs. On
Sunday, Jefferson had two catches
of 20-plus yards on third down

as well as a touchdown on fourth
down.

“I think that’s something we’ll
talk about each and every week, and
every week’s a little bit different,”
LaFleur said. “But we have a lot of
confidence in our other corners out
there, too, whether it’s Stokes or
Rasul Douglas. So it’s how exotic
do you want to be and exactly what
do you want to do?”

After the game, Alexander
walked a fine line when discussing
Jefferson’s big day.

“The gameplan was to not allow
‘18’ to beat us,” he said. “We did
much better in the second half than
in the first half. Why I wasn’t on
him, that’s not my call. Anybody
who watches me play, you know
that’s what I want. But we played
him much better in the second half,
but in the first half he looked like a
premier receiver in the league.”

Back to the backs

With the offseason trade of Da-
vante Adams, the Packers needed
to find new ways to move the ball.
Presumably, that would mean a
heavier reliance on running backs
Aaron Jones and A.J. Dillon. That
wasn’t the case on Sunday, though.
While Dillon had 15 touches (10
carries, team-high five receptions),
Jones inexplicably only got the ball
eight times (five runs, three recep-
tions).

LaFleur blamed himself imme-
diately after the game and again
on Monday. To be sure, Jones
and Dillon need more opportuni-
ties. On the other hand, tight end
Robert Tonyan was playing in his
first game following last year’s torn
ACL, veteran receiver Sammy Wat-
kins was making his Packers debut
and rookie receivers Christian
Watson and Romeo Doubs needed
opportunities, too.

“Everybody has their own de-
sires and wants. The bottom line
is you have to find a way to win
the game,” LaFleur said. “I think
that’s something that we struggle
with each and every week. Because
you’d like to get everybody in-
volved. Certainly, if you have more
plays, it’s a hell of a lot easier to do.

“But we’ve got to put ourselves in
better position to maximize on our
opportunities. There was opportuni-
ties from an offensive standpoint to
cash in. Certainly, first play of the
game and not converting on a fourth
down (at the Vikings’ 1). We’ve got
to be better in those situations.”

Green Bay Packers wide receiver Christian Watson carries the ball during the game against the Minnesota Vikings on Sept. 11in Minneapolis. Watson and the

Packers’ offense will look to shake off a rough week one performance as they welcome the Chicago Bears in week two.

That means improvement on
third and fourth down, where the
Packers were a combined 3-of-11.

Punt problems

On paper, it was a strong de-
but for new punter Pat O’Donnell.
Having spent his first eight seasons
in Chicago, O’Donnell averaged
44.8 yards on four punts with three
placed inside the 20-yard line.

However, the Vikings almost
blocked three of the punts. There’s

no doubt Chicago will see that on
film and try to attack, as well.

“Definitely way too leaky,” LaF-
leur said of the protection. “Guys
have got to trust their teammate.
They’ve got to trust themselves and
the techniques that we work since
the day Rich (Bisaccia, the new

special teams coordinator) got here.

I think you saw a little bit of that
go away in the game. You’ve got to
trust your technique, trust the way

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

you’ve been trained. You can’t go
rogue and deviate from that. I think
there was a little of that that was
going on.

“That’s why there were a couple
situations where there was way
too much penetration. All in all, I
thought Pat did a hell of a job punt-
ing the football. I thought our cov-
erage was on point. For the most
part, I thought our special teams
did a nice job.”
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Packers beat up by Vikings in opener

GB has no answers
for Jefferson

By DAVE CAMPBELL
The Associated Press

Justin Jefferson started his third
season with Minnesota by smash-
ing rival Green Bay for 184 receiving
yards and two touchdowns, giving
new Vikings coach Kevin O’Connell
a 23-7 victory over the Packers in his
first game on Sept. 11.

After accumulating the most
receiving yards (3,016) in a player’s
first two years in the NFL, Jefferson
set an all-time Vikings receiving
record with 158 yards in the first half
against a stacked Packers defense.

Kirk Cousins completed 23 of
32 passes for 277 yards without a
turnover, targeting Jefferson on more
than a third of his throws and keep-
ing the Packers on their heels for
most of the afternoon.

Aaron Rodgers’ first game without
Davante Adams was a struggle, and
the three-time defending NFC North

champion Packers fell flat in their
opener for the second straight sea-
son. Last year, they deftly rebounded
from a 38-3 defeat by New Orleans,
but a repeat will require some new
wide receivers to quickly emerge in
rhythm with Rodgers.

The Packers are going to need a
healthy offensive line for once, too,
after they played most of the second
half with three backups.

Jefferson rewarded O’Connell for
his first critical in-game decision by
catching a 4-yard touchdown pass
on fourth-and-1 to punctuate the first
possession. When Adam Thielen
ran a slant, cornerback Eric Stokes
and safety Adrian Amos both turned
inside — leaving Jefferson wide open
in the flat after he came in motion
across the formation.

Jefferson had a 36-yard reception
for a score in the final minute of the
first half to give the Vikings a 17-0
lead. He came close to a third touch-
down on the previous drive, too, but
his diving catch at the edge of the
end zone was a bit too far for him to
drop both feet down.

That drive yielded the first of two

field goals by Greg Joseph — who
later made a career-long 56-yarder —
and was set up by a 64-yard gain by
Jefferson on a burst between Amos
and fellow safety Darnell Savage to
grab the heave from Cousins. The
“MVP” chants from the fired-up
crowd in Minnesota came soon after
for Jefferson.

Allen Lazard, the leading return-
ing receiver this year for Green Bay,
didn’t play because of an ankle in-
jury. Starting tackles David Bakhtiari
and Elgton Jenkins were also inac-
tive.

Sporting a fresh haircut after a
summer of personal rejuvenation,
Rodgers returned to an offensive
cast that needs plenty of work — the
running back duo of Aaron Jones and
A.]. Dillon aside. Rodgers went 22 for
34 for 195 yards.

Second-round draft pick Christian
Watson, who was taken after the Pack-
ers traded up with the Vikings for the
No. 34 overall selection, juked past
12-year veteran Patrick Peterson on the
first snap for the Packers and let what
would’ve been a 75-yard touchdown
pass slip through his hands.

2021

Rough start

Rodgers and coach Matt LaFleur
— the winningest coach in NFL his-
tory through his first three seasons
— showed plenty of frustration on
the sideline. The defense did, too.

Rodgers even had his NFL-record
streak against division opponents
of 38 touchdown passes without an
interception stopped near the end of
the second quarter when his see-
what-happens heave was picked off
by Harrison Smith. The last one was
snagged by Detroit’s Amani Oruwari-
ye on Dec. 29, 2019.

Injury report

Packers LG Jon Runyan entered
the concussion protocol in the third
quarter and was replaced by rookie
Zach Tom.

Rookie LB Quay Walker — the
team’s first round draft pick — de-
parted with a shoulder injury in the
fourth quarter along with backup CB
Keisean Nixon.

Backup LB Krys Barnes, who re-
placed Walker, hurt his ankle and left
on a cart in the fourth quarter.

2021
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