
 Through three weeks 
of the 2024 NFL season, 
the Green Bay Pack-
ers’ defense has seven 
interceptions.

While the number 
alone sounds great, take 
into consideration that 
the defense forced a total 
of seven throughout the 
entire season last season. 
That speaks to the instant 
impact that new Packers 
defensive coordinator Jeff 
Hafley has on the team. 
Add Hafley to the offsea-
son signing Xavier McKin-
ney, who leads the NFL 
with three interceptions, 
and this defense is not the 
same defense that Packers 
have become accustomed 
to over the past decade.

“I expected to do this,” 
said McKinney, on his per-
formance so far. “I know 
where I want to get and 
what I want to accomplish. 
I am going to keep working 
hard and keep preparing 
the right way every week, 
and I am going to keep try-
ing to create these oppor-
tunities for myself and for 
this team to go out there 
and be successful.”

More than just McKin-
ney, a collection of young 
talent on this Packers’ 
defense has helped willed 
the team to a 2-1 record, 

with both wins coming in 
the absence of quarter-
back Jordan Love. Players 
like Kenny Clark, Preston 
Smith, Lukas Van Ness, 
Jaire Alexander, Devonte 
Wyatt and Javon Bullard, 
along with others, have 
built a strong core that 
seems like it could succeed 
for years to come.

With Hafley continuing 
to send pressure and stack 
the box, the Packers sit at 
11 sacks so far this season. 
That number ranks tied for 
fifth in the 1FL.

In Green Bay’s two vic-
tories, it has taken down 
an Anthony Richardson-
led Indianapolis Colts and 
a Will Levis-led Tennessee 
Titans. What those two 
quarterbacks share in com-
mon is their age.

With Hafley’s scheme 
revolving around sending 
pressure, it has become 
obvious that making young 
quarterbacks feel uncom-
fortable has equated to 
turnovers.

“The way that we were 
flying around, getting after 

the quarterback, putting 
pressure on him, hitting 
him – that is tough on a 
quarterback,” said Packers 
head coach Matt LaFleur. 
“We have guys in the back 
end that have great ball 
skills, and I think that was 
pretty evident.”

Continuing to put 
pressure on the opposing 
quarterback is going to 
continue to keep Green 
Bay in games. When it is 
all said and done, games 
are won in the trenches; 
if Green Bay can continue 

to dominate its side of the 
line, it can win any game 
— regardless of whether 
Love or Malik Willis is 
starting at quarterback.

Looking ahead, Green 
Bay has the Minnesota 
Vikings, Los Angeles 
Rams, Arizona Cardinals 
and Houston Texans on 
the schedule. The Vikings 
present an interesting chal-
lenge for the Packers’ de-
fense, because as crazy as 
it sounds, Vikings quarter-
back Sam Darnold is prob-
ably in the conversation 

for the early season MVP. 
Through three weeks, the 
Vikings have scored 28 
points, 23 points and 34 
points, as it currently sits 
at No. 2 in touchdowns 
this season with 10.

To help limit the 
Vikings’ strong offensive 
attack, Clark, Wyatt, Van 
Ness and Smith are going 
to have to be relied upon 
to make Darnold uncom-
fortable. Alexander has 
a noted history of battles 
with Vikings star receiver 
Justin Jefferson, so if that 
defensive front can make 
any sort of noise, Green 
Bay can probably pull out 
another victory in this 
game.

Aaron Jones comes in 
as the newcomer in Min-
nesota who will look to 
have a big game against his 
former employer. If Green 
Bay can limit Minnesota in 
rushing, like it did against 
Tennessee (33 yards on 11 
carries�, then the offense 
should be able to handle 
business against a below 
average Vikings defense.

Either way, the game 
is going to be won in the 
trenches, just like it was 
against Tennessee. Con-
tinuing the theme of send-
ing pressure, the upcoming 
game against Minnesota 
will be Hafley’s biggest 
game of his short Green 
Bay tenure.
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DEFENSE STAKING CLAIM AS ONE OF BEST IN NFL
Green Bay leads league in turnovers through three weeks

BY LUKE REIMER
Green & Gold Express

Green Bay Packers quarterback Malik Willis falls into the end zone at the end of a 5-yard touchdown run during the Week 3 game in Tennessee. Willis ended the day with 73 yards on the ground.
GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Kenny Clark (97) and his teammates hone in on Tennessee quarterback Will Levis. The Packers defense stepped it up a notch and sacked Levis eight times.
GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS



Packers’ Offense vs. 
Vikings’ Defense

Green Bay’s offense 
looked drastically different 
in their home opener than 
most people likely thought 
they would coming into 
the year.

They ran the ball 53 
times for more than 200 
yards in a 16-10 vic-
tory over the Indianapolis 
Colts.

They had to adapt with 
Malik Willis getting a 
second consecutive start 
against the Tennessee 
Titans.

Willis wasn’t asked to 
run the air raid and throw 
it all over the field, but he 
did have to make more 
plays with his arm.

He did, eclipsing 200 
yards passing for the first 
time in his career.

Christian Watson, 
Romeo Doubs and Jayden 
Reed were all able to 
make chunk plays down 
the field against a Titans 
defense that was the best 
in football against the pass 
coming into the game.

That, of course, had 
largely to do with the fact 
that Jordan Love was side-
lined with a knee injury.

It’s unclear if Love will 
return this week against 
the Vikings, but he did 
go through a pregame 
workout, leading to some 
optimism that this week is 
the one the Packers have 
targeted to get Love back 
under center.

If Love is back, it feels 
like the Packers have some 
plays out there in the pass-
ing game that they’re miss-
ing out on because Love 
has been on the bench.

That’s to be expected. 
Love is a potential MVP 
candidate, and Willis is a 
backup.

They’ll face a challenge 
this week regardless of 
who is under center, with 
Brian Flores’ complex 
scheme.

Love struggled with 
Flores and Minnesota’s de-
fense in the first matchup 
last year but torched the 
Vikings the second time 
around.

If Love returns, it’ll be 
interesting to see what 
wrinkles Flores has for 
Love and vice versa.

The run game was not 
as dominant as it was a 
week ago but still did 
enough against a Titans’ 
defense that is stingy 

against the run.
Emanuel Wilson and 

Josh Jacobs combined for 
93 yards on 26 carries.

It’s not gaudy, but it 
was enough.

Willis added 73 yards 
on six carries, giving a 
different dimension to the 
offense as well.

That probably won’t 
be part of the game plan if 
Love is under center, but 
it was a nice dynamic that 
Willis can provide if he 
gets the nod.

If they’re going to win 
this week, they’ll need to 
be better than they were 
each of the last two weeks.

Minnesota’s defense has 
been dominant in the early 
portion of the season.

They slowed down San 
Francisco’s offense, which 
is always efficient. They 
followed that up with a 
dominant performance 
over CJ Stroud and the 
Houston Texans, a team 
that many think could be a 

challenger for the AFC.
As most games do, this 

one starts up front.
Jordan Morgan missed 

the last game and a half 
with an injury, so the 
combination of Rasheed 
Walker, Elgton Jenkins, 
Josh Myers, Sean Rhyan 
and Zach Tom played 
the entire game against 
Tennessee.

Minnesota’s pass rush 
replaced Danielle Hunter 
with Jonathan Greenard 
and Andrew Van Ginkel.

So far, the early returns 
have been solid.

Joshua Metellus is also 
one of the better nickel 
backs in all of football. He 
victimized the Packers 
last year at Lambeau Field 
when he stole an intercep-
tion from the hands of 
Jayden Reed.

Packers’ Defense vs. 
Vikings’ Offense

Green Bay’s defense is 
certainly good at forc-
ing turnovers early in the 

season.
They got three more on 

Sunday against Will Levis 
and the Titans’ offense.

Last year, the Packers 
had seven total intercep-
tions. Rasul Douglas was 
tied for second on the 
team, and he did not play 
for the team for more than 
half of the season.

Through three games, 
Xavier McKinney has 
already picked off enough 
passes to have the team 
lead for 2023. The Packers 
have seven interceptions 
through three games.

That also equals last 
year’s total.

Jeff Hafley has empha-
sized taking the ball away, 
and they have certainly 
done that early in the 
season.

They could have some 
opportunities against Sam 
Darnold, who has been 
prone to the turnover 
through the course of his 
career.

One issue through the 
first two games has been 
the pass rush, or lack 
thereof.

The Packers didn’t have 
any pass rush issues that 
the Titans could not solve.

They pummeled Will 
Levis, beating him to a 
pulp. They sacked him 
eight times. They took the 
ball away three times.

They were in his face 
and had him under duress 
throughout the day.

If there were any 
questions about whether 
the Packers were playing 
possum when they insisted 
that they were focused 
on discipline against 
Jalen Hurts and Anthony 
Richardson, those doubts 
should be gone.

Darnold does not have 
the athleticism of the 
aforementioned quarter-
backs, but the offensive 
line in front of him should 
be better than what the Ti-
tans put in front of Levis.

In fact, it cannot get 
much worse.

Christian Darrisaw is a 
standout at left tackle, and 
he should match up well 
with any of the Packers’ 
defensive ends.

The Packers failed 
their first two tests in run 
defense, after Saquon Bar-
kley tore them apart for 
three touchdowns.

Jonathan Taylor ran for 
more than 100 yards on 
just 12 carries.

Whether it was due 
to the two-score lead the 
team was staked to early 
or not, the Packers were 
much better in the run 
game against the Titans.

They finished the day 
with 11 carries for 33 yards. 
That’s three yards per 
carry. That will get the job 
done 10 times out of 10.

This week is different.
Aaron Jones is coming 

back to town. He likely has 
his mind on revenge, after 
the Packers unceremoni-
ously released him in the 
offseason.

The Packers know 
better than anyone what 
he’s capable of doing. 
They’ll need to slow him 
down to make the Vikings 
one-dimensional.

Special Teams
The Packers have not 

benefited from the new 
kickoff rules as of yet. 
Keisean Nixon has one 
chance at a return this 
season, and it was one that 
was ill-advised.

There’s little reason 
to think that will change 
anytime soon.

Green Bay’s kicking 
situation remains a work 
in progress. Brayden 
Narveson missed another 
kick, this one from 48, 
but it was wiped out by a 
seldom-called defensive 
holding penalty on a de-
fensive tackle.

He has missed one 
in each of his first three 
games of his young career.

Narveson will probably 
have some leash as the 
season progresses. Brian 
Gutekunst said he needed 
to be more patient with 
specialists. Matt LaFleur 
insists his confidence has 
not shaken.

Daniel Whelan has been 
excellent in the early part 
of the year.

The Vikings are break-
ing in a new kicker with 
Greg Joseph moving on in 
the offseason.

The special teams 
matchup appears to 
be about even for this 
contest.
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Emanuel Wilson rushed the ball 12 times for 50 yards and caught two passes for 25 yards in Green Bay’s 30-14 win over the Tennessee Titans. Wilson caught 
a short pass and took it 30 yards to the house for his first NFL touchdown.               GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Aaron Jones back for revenge against Packers
By JACOB 

WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

MINNESOTA VIKINGS AT GREEN BAY PACKERS
TIME AND DATE: Noon Sunday, 
Sept. 29
LOCATION: Lambeau Field
TV: FOX
RADIO: Flagship WRNW-FM Milwau-
kee — 97.3; Packers Radio Network 
includes WIXX-FM Green Bay — 101.1, 
WRLO-FM Antigo — 105.3, WLST-FM 
Marinette — 95.1, and WSAU Wausau 
— 550 AM and 95.1 FM
2023 RECORDS: Packers, 2-1, Vikings 
3-0
HISTORY: The Vikings and Packers 
have a rivalry that dates all the way 

back to 1961. The Packers lead the 
all-time series 66-58-3.
The two teams have split the season 
series each of the last four years.
The Packers lost at Lambeau Field last 
year 24-10 but returned the favor in 
Minnesota, demolishing the Vikings 
33-10.
Matt LaFleur has never lost to the 
Chicago Bears, but he’s struggled a 
little more with the Vikings.
His record is .500 against Kevin 
O’Connell, and Sunday’s game will 
serve as the grudge match for the 

time being.
COACHES: Packers – Matt LaFleur 
(fifth season, 58-28). Vikings – Kevin 
O’Connell (third season, 23-14).

PACKERS SCHEDULE
Friday, Sept. 6 at Philadelphia, L 29-34
Sunday, Sept. 15 vs. Indianapolis W 
16-10
Sunday, Sept. 22 at Tennessee W 
30-14
Sunday, Sept. 29 vs. Minnesota Noon 
CBS
Sunday, Oct. 6 at LA Rams 3:25 p.m. 
CBS

Sunday, Oct. 13 vs. Arizona Noon FOX
Sunday, Oct. 20 vs. Houston Noon CBS
Sunday, Oct. 27 at Jacksonville Noon 
FOX
Sunday, Nov. 3 vs. Detroit 3:25 p.m. 
FOX
Week 10 BYE
Sunday, Nov. 17 at Chicago Noon FOX
Sunday, Nov. 24 vs. San Francisco 3:25 
p.m. FOX
Thursday, Nov. 28 vs. Miami 7:20 
p.m. NBC
Thursday, Dec. 5 at Detroit 7:15 p.m. 
Amazon Prime

Sunday, Dec. 15 at Seattle 7:20 p.m. 
NBC
Monday, Dec. 23 vs. New Orleans 7:15 
p.m. ESPN
Sunday, Dec. 29, at Minnesota Noon 
FOX
Week 18 vs. Chicago TBD

NFL SCHEDULE
Thursday, Sept. 26
Dallas at NY Giants, 7:15 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 29
Cincinnati at Carolina, Noon
New Orleans at Atlanta, Noon
Jacksonville at Houston, Noon

Denver at NY Jets, Noon
Minnesota at Green Bay, Noon
Pittsburgh at Indianapolis, Noon
LA Rams at Chicago, Noon
Philadelphia at Tampa Bay, Noon
New England at San Francisco, 3:05 
p.m.
Washington at Arizona, 3:05 p.m.
Kansas City at LA Chargers, 3:25 p.m.
Cleveland at Las Vegas, 3:25 p.m.
Buffalo at Baltimore, 7:20 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 30
Tennessee at Miami, 6:30 p.m.
Seattle at Detroit, 7:15 p.m.



While Malik Willis 
again looked the part at 
quarterback this week, it 
was the defense that willed 
Green Bay to a victory 
over the Tennessee Titans 
in Nashville on Sept. 22.

  After trading touch-
downs to open the first 
two drives of the game, 
Green Bay outscored the 
Titans 23-7, to leave Nash-
ville, Tennessee, with a 
30-14 victory.

That point differen-
tial came as Green Bay’s 
defense had its way with 
the Titans’ offensive line. 
The Packers recorded 
eight sacks, which stands 
as Green Bay’s most sacks 
in a game since 2005. 
Linebackers Preston Smith 
and Kingsley Enagbare led 
the team with two and 1½ 
sacks, respectively, while 
Lukas Van Ness recorded 
one and Isaiah McDuffie, 
Quay Walker and Edgerrin 
Cooper each recorded half 
of a sack.

“We knew what we 
were capable of,” Enagbare 
said. “The last two weeks, 
we were following the 
game plan, and this was 
pretty much showing how 
dominant we can be.”

On top of all of the 
sacks, the Packers were 
also able to turn over the 
Titans three times. With 
two interceptions and one 

fumble recovery, the Pack-
ers currently lead the NFL 
in turnovers forced with 
nine. On one of Enagbare’s 
sacks, he forced Titans’ 
quarterback Will Levis 
into a fumble, which was 
recovered by Van Ness.

Safety Xavier McKin-
ney recorded an intercep-
tion to mark three in three 
games, which also leads in 
the league. Finally, defen-
sive back Jaire Alexander 
intercepted Levis at the 
end of the first quarter 
and returned it for a 
touchdown.

After three intercep-
tions in his first three 

games with Green Bay, 
McKinney becomes the 
first player to accomplish 
that feat since John Ander-
son did so in 1978.

“We have a whole 
bunch of guys that are 
hungry,” said McKinney. 
“We expect to play hard; 
we expect to execute. … 
Our main objective is to 
win these games, that is 
what we are trying to do 
and obviously getting turn-
overs. Getting all of these 
sacks helps us as a defense 
and as a team, so we are 
going to keep doing that 
(and) keep playing hard.”

Now sitting at 2-1 on 

the season, it appears that 
Willis has done his job to 
keep the Packers afloat 
in Jordan Love’s absence. 
Although it appeared 
Love could start this week 
after spraining his MCL in 
Week �, he was officially 
ruled out of the week three 
contest 90 minutes before 
kickoff.

Starting against the 
team that drafted him, Wil-
lis registered yet another 
great performance, as the 
University of Liberty alum 
completed 13-of-19 passes 
for 202 passing yards and 
one passing touchdown. 
On the ground, Willis 
recorded 73 rushing yards 
and one rushing touch-
down on six carries.

Coming against his 
former employer, these 
numbers and this game are 
undoubtedly the best of 
Willis’ young career.

“I got three starts here 
as a rookie, and like I said 
before, I wasn’t ready at 
that time, and I have had a 
lot of time to work hard,” 
said Willis, on playing 
against his former team. 
“Three starts, that is what I 
was judged off, and that is 
what it is. You don’t really 
have a say-so in that, and 
it is a results-based league, 
so it is a business. I can’t 
really be mad at that – I got 
my opportunity, whether 
it was one of the better 
opportunities or not, it was 
an opportunity and I am 
grateful for that. I learned 
from it and will try to con-
tinue to work hard until 
my next one comes.”

Aiding Willis on of-
fense, running back Josh 
Jacobs recorded 43 rushing 
yards on 14 carries and 

running back Emanuel 
Wilson recorded 50 yards 
on 12 carries. Wilson also 
added 35 yards through the 
air, with 30 of the yards 
coming on a touchdown 
reception.

Seven Packers receiv-
ers caught passes from 
Willis in the game, with 
Christian Watson lead-
ing the team catching two 
balls for 67 yards. Jayden 
Reed recorded 50 yards 
on four catches, and tight 
end Tucker Kraft added 
another 24 yards on two 
receptions.

“(I saw) open guys and 
gave them a chance to let 
them do what they are 
blessed to do,” said Wil-
lis, on what he saw in the 
passing game. “Those guys 
are great players, and as 
you see, if you get the ball 
to them, they will do some 
great things. It is my job to 
get it to them the best that 
I can.”

It is expected that Love 
will continue to progress 
in his rehab and may play 
in the Week 4 matchup 
that could have major 
playoff implications.
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Tennessee Titans quarterback Will Levis is sacked for one of eight times by 
the Packers defense in the Sept. 20 game in Nashville. It was the Packers’ 
highest sack total since they tied a franchise record with nine in a 31-14 tri-
umph over the Chicago Bears on Jan. 2, 2005.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Packers pitch defensive masterclass in win over Titans

By LUKE REIMER
Green & Gold Express

Green Bay 
records

eight sacks

Green Bay defensive lineman Kingsley Enagbare (55) sacks Titans quarterback Will Levis and forced a fumble that was recovered by Luke Van Ness. Green Bay (2-1) sacked Levis eight times in a 30-14 victory at Tennessee that gave the 
Packers two straight wins without injured quarterback Jordan Love.             GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS



No Jordan Love, no 
problem — right?

Well, the Green Bay 
Packers probably are not 
thinking that, but they 
have to be over the moon 
with the fact that they’re 
undefeated in the two 
games that Malik Willis 
has been asked to start.

After a 16-10 win in 
Willis’ debut behind a 
dominant performance 
on the ground, Willis was 
asked to make more plays 
through the air in the 
team’s 30-14 win over the 
Tennessee Titans.

He made more than 
enough, and the Packers’ 
defense did the rest.

They sacked Will Levis 
eight times and forced 
three more turnovers, and 
the Packers cruised.

This week, they’ll face 
an NFC North opponent, 
the Minnesota Vikings.

Minnesota is one of 
the early surprises for the 
2024 season. They’re 3-0 
with wins over the San 
Francisco 49ers and Hous-
ton Texans in the early 
part of the year.

This game could have 
major implications down 
the road, so it’s important 
the Packers protect their 
home field.

Here are the keys to 
them ending Minnesota’s 
perfect start to the season.

Jaire Alexander vs. 
-XsWin -effersRn

This is the marquee 

matchup of all marquee 
matchups.

Justin Jefferson is prob-
ably the best player in the 
sport at his position.

Jaire Alexander is in the 
top-tier of defensive backs 
in the NFL as well.

In the first week of the 
season, Alexander got 
the assignment he’s often 
asked for.

He shadowed AJ 
Brown.

Brown got the best 
of Alexander for a deep 
touchdown that night.

Jefferson is just as capa-
ble of something like that. 
He scored from 97 yards 
out against San Francisco.

These two have locked 
horns often, and Alexan-
der’s antics have often 
annoyed Jefferson.

Alexander is as good 
as anyone at talking trash. 

Jefferson has not handled 
that well in the past.

If Alexander can get 
the best of Jefferson early 
in the game, he could take 
him out of it completely.

However, if Jefferson 
gets going early, Sam 
Darnold is going to gain 
confidence, and it could be 
a long day for Jeff Hafley 
and Green Bay’s defensive 
backs.

$arRn -Rnes’ revenge 
gaPe

We all watched it hap-
pen this offseason, and we 
were all surprised.

Aaron Jones was 
referred to by Brian 
Gutekunst as the heartbeat 
of the football team.

Less than a month later, 
Gutekunst released Jones.

Of course, he replaced 
Jones with Josh Jacobs, 
who has been off to a good 
start this season.

Jones has scored a 
touchdown in two of his 
first three games in Min-
nesota, and you know he’ll 
be motivated as he faces 
his former team.

Jones has been active 
on social media during 
the offseason and appears 
jaded that the Packers let 
him go.

The Packers have also 
struggled early in the sea-
son against the run.

They did do a better 
job last week against Tony 
Pollard and the Tennessee 
Titans, but Jones is much 
better than Pollard, and 
the offensive line in Min-
nesota is better than that 
of the Titans as well.
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By JACOB 
WESTENDORF

Green & Gold Express

Filling in for injured quarterback Jordan Love, Malik Willis (2) threw for 202 yards and one touchdown. He also rushed for 73 yards and another TD.               GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Packers wide receiver Christian Watson is pushed out of bounds after a catch and run of 37 yards in Green Bay’s 30-
14 win over Tennessee.                             GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

 KEYS TO THE GAME

Alexander, Jefferson matchup could be
the difference between a win or a loss

Jordan Love is all smiles as he runs 
through the warmup drills in Nash-
ville.

GREG MELLIS | 
GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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Green Bay coach Matt LaFleur gestures toward the field during the Titans game Sept. 20. LaFluer said the Packers put forth a complete game, highlighting 
the play of specific players on offense, defense and special teams.     GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

If the Packers are go-
ing to have a chance at 
slowing down the Vikings’ 
offense, they cannot allow 
Jones to get going.

Jones getting going 
opens up opportunities 
in the play�action pass-
ing game, which is lethal 
under Kevin O’Connell.

Jones has probably had 
this game circled on his 
calendar the moment the 
schedule came out. It’s up 
to the Packers to ensure 
he does not have a happy 
homecoming.

Re-Run
The Green Bay Packers 

were adamant that their 
pass rush was going to 
get on track. They were 
not attacking opposing 
quarterbacks, and it was 
by design.

Anthony Richardson 
and Jalen Hurts’ running 
ability were what had 
them shying away from 
trying to hunt.

The Packers got an im-
mobile quarterback in Will 

Levis and teed off.
Their defense was in 

Levis’ face throughout 
the day and finished the 
day with eight sacks, two 
interceptions and a forced 
fumble.

This week, they’ll face 
another quarterback that is 
immobile in Sam Darnold.

Darnold’s offensive line, 
however, is much better 
than the group that was 
asked to protect Levis.

Christian Darrisaw is 
a standout player at left 
tackle. Brian 2’1eil is off 
to a good start this season 
as well.

That tackle tandem is 
much better than the trio 
the Packers faced a week 
ago.

With the weapons the 
Vikings have in the pass-
ing game, getting pressure 
on Darnold and disrupting 
his rhythm is a massive 
component in this game.

If Darnold has time, he 
can pick any secondary 
apart.



Running back Chris 
Brooks signed with the 
Miami Dolphins as an un-
drafted free agent in 2023. 
Brooks made the Dolphins 
final roster.

He was placed on 
injured reserve on Oct. 
20, 2023, then activated on 
Dec. 19.

Brooks was released 
by the Dolphins on Sept. 
2, with an injury settle-
ment. He was signed by 
the Packers to the practice 
squad the next day and to 
the active roster Sept. 17.

How excited are you?
It’s very exciting. 

Blessed to be here. I’m 
excited.

What was getting the 
call like that you were 
coming to Green Bay?

I just got a call in my 
hotel. They said come in 
the facility. When I got 
here, that’s when they told 
me.

Similarities between 
Rffense Kere anG 0iaPi"

Yes, sir. Yes, sir. It is 
very similar.

/earning Rn WKe é\"
Really just constant 

studying. Going over 
reviewing notes. Making 
sure to be diligent in the 
details.

What’s your playing 
style?

Relentless effort, doing 
what I can to be a team 
player and help this team 
the best that I can.

Thoughts on Green 

Bay?
I love this team. I love 

the environment. As soon 
as I get here, in Green 
Bay, Wisconsin, you can 
immediately feel the fam-
ily environment and the 
town.

Talked to Packers at 
all in 2023 during the 
predraft process?

I don’t think so.
Thought process 

coming here?
My thought process 

was whatever I do, attack 
it to the best of my ability 
whether it’d be practice 
squad, active. Just attack 
whatever I’m given.

How did you make 
WKe WeaP in 0iaPi"

I think the key is being 
decisive, taking coaching 
and being able to learn and 

grow every single day.
0Rre Rn \RXr rXn 

style?
You know, I’d like to 

think I run hard.
Running back room, 

what are they like?
These guys are great. 

These guys are great. 
From top down, this 
running back is really 
talented.

Special teams?
Yes, sir, they do. 

Special teams is in my 
background with Miami 
as well. I envision being a 
special teams player to the 
best of my ability.

Did you have options 
after you got injury 
settled?

Honestly, I’m not sure. 
I think my agent has that 
information. But hon-

estly, I just told my agent, 
whatever opps come my 
way, let me know and this 
opportunity came, and I 
took it.

Did you See 53-man 
opportunity here?

Honestly, I was gonna 
take what I was given and 
control what I could con-
trol as soon as I got here. 
That was my work ethic. 
As soon as I got here, I 
said: “I’m going to go 100% 
each rep.”

You didn’t get many 
carries last year but you 
broke tackles?

I think the key to mak-
ing that happen, I would 
say, is being decisive. I’d 
like to say picking the 
knees up and running 
hard.

DiæcXOW seWEacks"

It was a moment of 
adversity for me. But I 
definitely saw that as an 
opportunity to grow as a 
player, as a man, and lean 
on my faith and the Lord 
to trust in my ability.

Adjusting to Green 
Bay?

It’s been great. It’s been 
a smooth adjustment. Ev-
erything’s been going very 
smooth.

Getting up to speed?
I think there’s a lot of 

carryover in the offenses, 
and being diligent in re-
viewing what I’m coached 
to do also helps a lot.

Know anyone on the 
team?

No. Honestly, I knew 
of a few guys but never 
really got to meet them 
personally.
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Brooks enjoys family environment in Green Bay

Green Bay defensive lineman Kingsley Enagbare (55) rushes Tennessee quarterback Will Levis in the Sept. 20 game. The 30-14 win by Green Bay improved 
the team to 2-1, with high expectations against the rival Minnesota Vikings on Sept. 27 in Green Bay.  GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Brayden Narveson, Green Bay Packers kicker, made all three field goals and 
all three extra points he attempted in Green Bay’s 30-14 victory over the 
Titans. He missed on one attempt, but it was wiped away on a Tennessee 
penalty.   GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

By JACOB 
WESTENDORF

Green & Gold Express
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Player   # Pos HT WT Age Exp College
Jaire Alexander  23 CB 5-10 196  27  7              Louisville
Zayne Anderson   39 S 6-2 206 27 2 BYU
Corey Ballentine 26 CB 5-11 196 28 6 Washburn
Chris Brooks  30 RB 6-1 219 N/A R BYU
Karl Brooks  94 DL 6-3 296 24 2          Bowling Green
Javon Bullard  20 S 5-10 198 21 R Georgia
Kenny Clark  97 DL 6-3 314 28 9 UCLA
Edgerrin Cooper 56 LB 6-2 229 22 R Texas A&M
Brenton Cox Jr.  57 DL 6-4 250 24 2 Florida
Andre Dillard  73 T 6-5 315 28 6   Washington State
Romeo Doubs  87 WR 6-2 204 24 3 Nevada
Kingsley Enagbare 55 DL 6-4 258 24 3         South Carolina
Rashan Gary  52 DL 6-5 277 26 6 Michigan
Travis Glover  79 T 6-6 317 24 R           Georgia State
Malik Heath  18 WR 6-2 213 24 2 Mississippi
Ty’Ron Hopper  59 LB 6-2 228 23 R Missouri
Josh Jacobs  8 RB 5-10 223 26 6 Alabama
Elgton Jenkins  74 G/T 6-5 311 28 6     Mississippi State
Tucker Kraft  85 TE 6-5 259 23 2 South Dakota State
Jordan Love  10 QB 6-4 219 25 5 Utah State
Isaiah McDuffie 58 LB 6-1 227 25 4         Boston College
Xavier McKinney 29 S 6-0 201 25 5 Alabama
Bo Melton  80 WR 5-11 189 25 1 Rutgers
Jacob Monk  62 C/G 6-3 308 23 R Duke
Jordan Morgan  77 T/G 6-5 311 23 R Arizona
Arron Mosby  53 DL 6-3 250 25 2              Fresno State
Luke Musgrave  88 TE 6-6 253 24 2            Oregon State
Josh Myers  71 C/G 6-5 310 26 4 Ohio State
Brayden Narveson 44 K 6-0 215 24 R N.C. State
Keisean Nixon  25 CB 5-10 200 27 6         South Carolina
Kitan Oladapo  27 S 6-2 216 23 R            Oregon State
Matt Orzech  42 LS 6-3 245 29 5            Azusa Pacific
Jayden Reed  11 WR 5-11 187 24 2         Michigan State
Sean Rhyan  75 G 6-5 321 23 3 UCLA
Ben Sims  89 TE 6-5 250 24 2 Baylor
T.J. Slaton  93 DL 6-4 330 26 4 Florida
Preston Smith  91 DL 6-5 265 31 10   Mississippi State
Eric Stokes  21 CB 6-1 194 25 4 Georgia
Kadeem Telfort  76 T 6-7 322 25 1 UAB
Zach Tom  50 OL 6-4 304 25 3              Wake Forest
Carrington Valentine 24 CB 6-0 189 22 2 Kentucky
Lukas Van Ness  90 DL 6-5 272 23 2 Iowa
Quay Walker  7 LB 6-4 241 24 3 Georgia
Rasheed Walker 63 T 6-6 324 24 3 Penn State
Christian Watson 9 WR 6-4 208 25 3 North Dakota State
Daniel Whelan  19 P 6-5 216 25 2 UC Davis
Dontayvion Wicks 13 WR 6-1 206 23 2 Virginia
Evan Williams  33 S 5-11 200 23 R Oregon
Malik Willis  2 QB 6-1 225 25 3 Liberty
Emanuel Wilson 31 RB 5-10 226 25 2       Fort Valley St. U
Eric Wilson  45 LB 6-1 230 29 8 Cincinnati
Colby Wooden  96 DL 6-4 273 23 2 Auburn
Devonte Wyatt  95 DL 6-3 304 26 3 Georgia

Reserve/Designated to Return
Jonathan Ford  99 DL 6-5 338 25 2 Miami

Reserve/Injured
LJ Davis  40 CB 6-1 203 25 1     Northern Arizona
Tyler Davis  84 TE 6-4 252 27 5            Georgia Tech
AJ Dillon  28 RB 6-0 247 26 5         Boston College
Ralen Goforth  44 LB 6-1 227 23 R              Washington
MarShawn Lloyd 32 RB 5-9 220 23 R LSC

GREEN BAY PACKERS
Player   # Pos HT WT Age Exp College
Jordan Addison  3 WR 5-11 175 22 2 USC
Brian Asamoah II 6 LB 6-0 226 24 3 Oklahoma
Garrett Bradbury 56 C 6-3 300 29 6     N. Carolina State
Blake Brandel  64 G 6-6 315 27 4            Oregon State
Jonathan Bullard 90 DL 6-3 290 30 9 Florida
Camryn Bynum  24 S 6-0 200 26 4 California
Blake Cashman  51 LB 6-1 235 28 6 Minnesota
Ty Chandler  32 RB 5-11 204 26 3         North Carolina
Sam Darnold  14 QB 6-3 225 27 7 USC
Christian Darrisaw 71 T 6-5 315 25 4            Virginia Tech
Andrew DePaol  42 LS 6-1 229 37 10 Rutgers
Akayleb Evans  21 CB 6-2 198 25 3 Missouri
Dan Feeney  69 C 6-4 305 30 8 Indiana
Myles Gaskin  37 RB 5-9 199 27 6              Washington
Stephon Gilmore 2 CB 6-0 190 34 13        South Carolina
Jonathan Greenard 58 OLB 6-3 259 27 5 Florida
Shaq Griffin  1 CB 6-0 198 29 8 UCF
Kamu Grugier-Hill 54 LB 6-2 230 30 9         Eastern Illinois
C.J. Ham  30 FB 5-11 250 31 8    Augustana (S.D.)
Ed Ingram  67 G 6-3 307 25 3 LSU
Theo Jackson  26 S 6-1 198 25 3 Tennessee
Trishton Jackson 8 WR 6-1 191 26 3 Syracuse
Justin Jefferson  18 WR 6-1 195 25 5 LSU
Aaron Jones  33 RB 5-10 208 29 8           Texas-El Paso
Pat Jones II  91 OLB 6-4 264 25 4 Pittsburgh
Michael Jurgens 65 G 6-5 311 24 R             Wake Forest
Dwight McGlothern 29 CB 6-2 185 22 R Arkansas
Joshua Metellus 44 S 5-11 207 26 5 Michigan
Fabian Moreau  23 CB 6-0 204 30 8 UCLA
Nick Mullens  12 QB 6-0 210 29 6          Southern Miss
Johnny Mundt  86 TE 6-4 243 29 7 Oregon
Byron Murphy Jr. 7 CB 5-11 190 26 6              Washington
Jalen Nailor  83 WR 5-11 190 25 3         Michigan State
Brian O’Neill  75 T 6-7 310 29 7 Pittsburgh
Josh Oliver  84 TE 6-5 259 27 6          San Jose State
Ivan Pace Jr.  0 LB 5-10 231 23 2 Cincinnati
Harrison Phillips 97 DL 6-3 307 28 7 Stanford
Brandon Powell  4 WR 5-8 181 29 7 Florida
David Quessenberry 76 T 6-5 310 34 7          San Jose State
Jalen Redmond  61 DL 6-3 291 25 1 Oklahoma
Will Reichard  16 K 6-1 187 23 R Alabama
Levi Drake Rodriguez 50 DL 6-2 290 24 R     Texas A&M-Com
Walter Rouse  78 T 6-6 313 23 R Oklahoma
Brett Rypien  19 QB 6-2 210 28 6 Boise State
Trent Sherfield Sr. 11 WR 6-1 206 28 7 Vanderbilt
Harrison Smith  22 S 6-2 211 35 13            Notre Dame
Taki Taimani  94 DL 6-1 309 24 R Oregon
Jerry Tillery  99 DL 6-6 295 27 6              Notre Dame
Dallas Turner  15 OLB 6-3 247 21 R Alabama
Andrew Van Ginkel 43 OLB 6-4 242 29 6 Wisconsin
Jay Ward  20 S 6-1 188 24 2 LSU
Jihad Ward  52 OLB 6-5 285 30 9 Illinois
Ryan Wright  17 P 6-3 245 24 3 Tulane

Reserve/Designated to Return
Gabriel Murphy  59 OLB 6-2 247 23 R UCLA
Dalton Risner  66 G 6-5 312 29 6             Kansas State

Reserve/Injured
Mekhi Blackmon 5 CB 5-11 178 25 2 USC
Jeremy Flax  63 OL 6-5 343 25 R Kentucky
Jordan Kunaszyk 45 LB 6-3 235 27 6 California
J.J. McCarthy  9 QB 6-3 219 21 R Michigan
Nick Muse  34 TE 6-4 252 25 3         South Carolina
NaJee Thompson 36 CB 5-10 205 24 2    Georgia Southern

Reserve/Physically Unable to Perform
T.J. Hockenson  87 TE 6-5 248 27 6 Iowa

MINNESOTA VIKINGS
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