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OCONTO FALLS

Highlights of a busy FFA school year

Trip to national convention, food drives,
visit from state officer among activities

Among highlights of the Oconto
Falls FFA Chapter’s 2022-23 school
year:

Each year, the chapter raises
funds through its holiday fund-
raiser. This sale features MinnTex
Citrus, Springside Cheese, Meat-
ski’s Meats, Pete’s Mustard, and
Big D’s Honey. Our members are
thankful for everyone’s continued
support and we hope you enjoyed
these tasty foods during the holiday
season.

FFA is honored to assist in the
Veterans Day ceremony at Oconto
Falls High School. We serve as ush-
ers for the ceremony, welcoming
and holding doors open veterans
and their families as they arrive
before the ceremony.

Each year, the Wisconsin FFA
State Officer Team members visit
each chapter to present to our stu-
dents about an array of topics. We
scheduled our visit on a day that
featured our monthly FFA meet-
ing. Brooke Casey, a state FFA vice
president, from the New London
chapter provided team build-
ing activities, interpersonal skills
activities, team work scenarios, and
taught us all how to line dance.

The 92nd Annual National FFA
Convention and Expo was held
in Indianapolis at the convention
center and Lucas Oil Stadium. This
year, Brent Wolf, a senior at the
University of Wisconsin-River Falls
majoring in dairy science, earned
his American FFA Degree, the high-
est degree of membership in the
FFA organization.

To receive the degree, he had to
have earned the Wisconsin State
FFA Degree, earned a minimum of
$10,000 and invested at least $7,500
in his supervised agricultural ex-
perience program, and volunteered
at least 50 hours in a minimum of
three community service projects.

Oconto Falls FFA members from
Washington Middle School and
Oconto Falls High School attended
Wisconsin FFA’s Foundations in
Reaching Excellence (FIRE) Con-
ference at Fox Valley Technical
College in Appleton. They learned

about the basic information that
every FFA member should know
about the organization and explore
opportunities that await them.

In the end, a Spirit Award is
given to the FFA chapter that par-
ticipates and engages proactively
and respectively; Oconto Falls FFA
won that award, and it is proudly
displayed at Washington Middle
School in Mariah Markhardt’s class-
room.

During the first full week of De-
cember, the WMS Student Council
and WMS FFA worked together
to plan and conduct our second
annual food drive. Items donated
were donated to the Kingdom
Come Food Pantry. Over the week,
members of the two clubs worked
together to collect, sort, and count
the items that were donated. In
total, students of WMS donated 733
total items to the drive. Thank you
to all of those who participated.

On Jan. 27, the Oconto Falls FFA
Chapter held a food drive for the
Kingdom Come Food Pantry. FFA
vice president of building commu-
nities Amber Haines coordinated
the project. The food drive had a
successful and positive turnout.
The Oconto Falls FFA Chapter is
excited to plan more opportunities
like this to benefit our community.

The alumni chapter accepted the
donation of a John Deere Model A
tractor last spring. Alumni member
Miguel Kesler suggested the tractor
could be restored by FFA members
to gain practical experience and
offered use of his home shop for the
project.

Other alumni members joining
Kesler in assisting FFA members on
the project include Bryan Maring,
Phil and Aaron Konitzer, Al Stranz,
Mike Burdosh, Dave Baeten, and
Amber Larson. Oconto Falls High
School ag educator and FFA advi-
sor Walter Taylor is coordinating
the project. Between nine and 15
FFA members have been involved.
Students, assisted by Alumni mem-
bers, completely disassembled and
are reassembling the tractor, after
which it will be painted.

Oconto Falls FFA alumnus Brent Wolf is the latest local chapter member to earn the American FFA De-
gree, the highest degree of membership in the FFA organization. Wolf is now a senior at the University
of Wisconsin-River Falls. CONTRIBUTED

The gymnasium is packed with products for the annual Oconto Falls FFA Holiday Fundraiser.
CONTRIBUTED
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BONDUEL

FFA participates year-round
In activities, competitions

The Bonduel FFA has had another
eventful year. The Bonduel FFA
officers meet during the summer to
plan the year’s activities, and try to
improve and add events for the year.

Some of the highlights of the past
year are:

« Attending the State FFA Conven-
tion and hosting a chapter informa-
tion booth

e Participating in the Northeast
Wisconsin Dairy Distribution Drive
sponsored by the Lena FFA Chapter

« Attending the National FFA
Convention and accepting a 2-Star
National Chapter award

 Hosting two blood drives at the
high school

« Attending leadership training at
the Fall Leadership Workshop and
the Impact and Mission Leadership

Training at Chula Vista in Wisconsin
Dells

 Holding special events at school
during the chicken and gravy lunch
days. The chicken in the chicken and
gravy are raised by the ag department
twice during the school year.

e Participating in the District Lead-
ership Development Events and plac-
ing first in creed speaking and middle
school FFA Quiz Bowl

* Participating in the proficiency
award program sponsored by the FFA

e Assisting the Bonduel FFA
Alumni with the Bonduel Community
Easter Egg Hunt

The Bonduel FFA continues to be
active in the school and community
and would like to thank all those
people and organizations who help us
in our events.

Sitting in the stands from Bonduel at the National FFA Convention in Indianapolis are, from left, Cassidy
Baumann, Rose Sievert, Colette Deveau, Josh Zak, Emma Inman, Olivia Giese, Phoenix Seubert and
Kendall Wilcox. CONTRIBUTED

Hailey Zernicke and Ella Hischke of the Bonduel FFA greet donors to one of two blood drives the chapter

hosted at the high school this year.

CONTRIBUTED

Bonduel FFA representatives to the Fall Leadership Conference were, standing from left, Addison Ray-
makers, Thomas Vanderzanden, Morgan Staszak, and Tucker Hischke; sitting, Paige Wolf and Emma
Inman. CONTRIBUTED
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WITTENBERG-BIRNAMWOOD

Membership in FFA explodes

This year has been flying by
with how busy our FFA chapter has
been. We started the year off with
running the concession stand at
every home football game. We will
continue this tradition next year,
so be sure to come out and support
our team and the FFA and get one
of the best burgers in town.

We have had chapter meetings
every month and our membership
has exploded this year with cur-
rently 167 members; we should be
over 200 by the start of the third
trimester. Our students work hard
to recruit new members and show
students how agriculture relates to
everyone’s life and through FFA the
opportunities are endless.

Our first major event was driv-
ing your tractor to school in the
middle of October. We had 24
tractors show the agriculture pride
and drive their favorite tractor to
school. This is one of our favorite
events, because it allows students
to show off their roots that run
deep in agriculture no matter where
they live now. We always accom-
pany that event with our adopt a
highway. We cleaned up from State
Highway 29 to Highway 29 all the
way down County Road Q in Wit-
tenberg. We take great pride in our
community and want to help out
anyway that we can.

At the end of October, we also
had the opportunity again to attend
the national convention in Indianap-
olis. We toured many facilities on
the way down, with stops this year
at Kuhn North America in Broad-
head, the University of Illinois,
Hunter Honey Farm and Not Just
Popcorn. Students were able to in-
teract with students from all across
the United States and see the impact
they are making on a larger level.

We also ran our fruit sale this
year, and it went really well. This
is our biggest fundraiser and allows
us to do all the fun events through-
out the year. We will be continuing
this event next year, so keep your
eyes open for members out and
about. Along with our fruit sale, we
also buy fruit as a chapter to donate
to the food pantry in Wittenberg.
This year, we were able to donate
roughly 300 pounds of fresh pro-
duce back to our wonderful com-
munity.

The Wittenberg-Birnamwood FFA chapter officers — Vivian Resch, Madisyn Sippl, Adrianna Quade,
Matthew Nousen, John Hoffman , Ava Medo, and Charlie Nowinski — take a picture with the Kuhn cow
after enjoying a tour through Kuhn North America in Broadhead, during the FFA National Convention

road trip.

In December, we also run a giv-
ing tree for our community. Our
members go out and gather house-
hold items to donate to the giving
tree project, including toothpaste,
toothbrushes, soaps, Band-Aids,
deodorant, laundry soap, etc. As a
chapter, this year we were able to
give roughly 200 items back to the
community.

To go along with everything we
have going on we also attend lead-
ership development events all year
long. The entire officer team was
in Bowler early this year for the
District Leadership Development
event, where students learn how to
excel at their officer position and
also how to be better leaders for
their chapter.

Four amazing members — John
Hoffman, Matthew Nousen, Ava
Medo, and Madisyn Sippl — have
moved on to the sectional leader-
ship event, which will take place
in New London. We also had the
opportunity to send two students to
the Halftime conference in Stevens
Point. The training at this event is
more intense and has a focus on
building better leaders for better
chapters.

Lastly our Ag Building is running
at full capacity this year as we are

CONTRIBUTED

currently housing seven pigs and
11 piglets. The pigs consist of four
gilts, two barrows and one sow.

The gilts are females that have not
had piglets yet, and will be bred
here at school by the students.
They will then go back to Jake’s Pig
Palace, where we got them from,
and farrow out in the spring. The
two barrows, or castrated males,
will be finished out here at school,
and processed at Pond Hill in April.

We will be hosting a meat raffle
in May. The sow, which is owned
by advisor Matthew Christian and
his wife, has called the building
home the year. The first week of
February, she farrowed and had 11
healthy piglets right here in the ag
building. It is a once in a lifetime
experience for a lot of our students
to see her go from being in heat all
the way to giving birth right here at
school.

Our year is not finished yet, as
we have plenty of events yet this
year. We have many contests that
we will be participating in, a sled-
ding trip, bonfire, Adventures in
Dairyland, farmer appreciation day,
another drive your tractor to school
day, and many more. It has been a
busy year, but we wouldn’t have it
any other way.

The forestry management class was taught chainsaw safety and took to the woods to safely practice
their skills. from left, John Hoffman, Matthew Nousen, Adrian Meverden, and Saul Hanke

CONTRIBUTED
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TIGERTON

FFA is all about community service

Every year, Tigerton FFA Chap-
ter teaches its members that there
are many FFA opportunities to get
involved in and to serve our commu-
nity. This year was no different.

The Wisconsin FFA Convention
was held in Madison in June with
the chapter represented by Jes-
sica Burayi, Gabe Dahlstom, Zeke
Griepentrog, Rae Ann Strehlow, and
advisor Lori Rowe.

Molly Brehm was in her last year
of Wisconsin FFA Honors Chorus and
applied to be a part of the National
FFA Chorus. She performed at the
Wisconsin State Fair with the Wis-
consin FFA Honors Chorus in August.

Several members exhibited projects
at the Shawano County Fair, along
with a club booth and planter. Gavin
Laatsch drove the FFA/FFA Alumni
float, from which we threw cheese
during the Tigerton Lumberjack and
the Caroline Colorama parades.

On Sept. 12, we held a pizza kick-
off meeting to recruit new FFA mem-
bers, with six new members joining
that night. To raise money toward
their National FFA Convention trip,
six FFA members sold about 100 fall
garden mums in late September.

In October, Jessica Burayi, Bella
and Gabe Dahlstrom, Michaela Glea-
son, Rae Strehlow, Samantha Sueh-
ring, and Ms. Rowe attended the 95th
National FFA Convention and Career
Expo in Indianapolis. They attended
leadership workshops, convention
sessions, going to the World’s Tough-
est Rodeo, agricultural tours including
Kuhn USA, Uof I-ACES Plant Science,
Hunter’s Honey Farm and Not Just
Popcorn, as well as checking out the
many exhibitors at the FFA Career
Expo. After Convention, we started
our FFA Fruit and Nut fundraiser with
delivery before Christmas.

On Halloween night, we sponsored
a “Dare to Care” food drive for the
Tigerton Food Pantry and collected
three boxes of nonperishable food
items and personal hygiene products.

In mid-November, most of the
agriculture classes assembled and
packed 150 Nueske’s meat boxes for
the Tigerton FFA alumni and sup-
porters fundraiser.

In December, the food science
class baked a variety of cookies and
homemade fudge for their baking
lab, selling a few additional cookie
plates. The horticulture class made
evergreen wreaths as a class project.
Some of the extras were sold and all

Tigerton FFA officers and members who attended the 95th National FFA Convention this year were, from left, Jessica Burayi, secretary, Michaela Gleason,
president; Gabe Dahlstrom, treasurer; Samantha Suehring, vice president; Rae Ann Strehlow, reporter; and Bella Dahlstrom, committee chair. CONTRIBUTED

the money will be used to fund ag
department projects. We assembled
and delivered 25 Operation Christ-
mas Cheer Project bags in December
to elderly and community members
needing some extra Christmas cheer.

During the month of January, the
chapter sponsored and assisted the
Birnamwood Vet Clinic with its an-
nual rabies vaccination clinic on Jan.
28 where 70-plus cats and dogs were
vaccinated. The chapter collected
four large boxes of pet supplies for
the Happily Ever After Animal Sanc-
tuary in Marion and $80 cash for the
animal sanctuary and the Shawano
County K-9 dog program.

Upcoming events planned for the
chapter include celebrating FFA Week
in February; several high school FFA
members are interested in attending
the FFA EDGE and Connect Confer-
ences in Stevens Point on March
23-24; in March and/or April, we will
teach the district fourth graders about
Wisconsin agriculture through the
Adventures in Dairyland program.

Looking forward to our annual
plant sale and growing plants in the
school greenhouse for the fourth
growing season. Thank you for the
community support in making this
dream a reality. On May 7 we will
celebrate the accomplishments of our
chapter and hope to host a petting
z00 at our elementary school with an
Agriculture Awareness Day before
the school year ends.

Tigerton FFA food science students lzzy Zychowicz, Rae Ann Strehlow, Nora Papiernik, and Caleb Dahl-

strom assemble Operation Christmas Cheer goodie bags during class.

CONTRIBUTED
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SURING

Suring FFA has served community since 1947

The Suring FFA chapter has been
very busy with its program of activi-
ties to promote student leadership,
strengthening agriculture and build-
ing communities.

In May, our chapter hosted an
Ag Education Day that included a
petting zoo and various ag educa-
tion related stations for pre-K to fifth
grade.

In June, our chapter and other
FFA chapters participated in the
Neighborhood Dairy Distribution
service project, which provided nu-
merous dairy products to community
members. Also in June, we partici-
pated in the Breakfast on the Farm ag
education activities, that included a
petting zoo and many ag education
booths. We also helped the Breed
Sportsman assemble bicycles for
their annual Fourth of July celebra-
tion.

In July, the newly installed officers
went to Chute Pond for our officer
retreat. Officers discussed new ideas
for the following year and upcom-
ing events. They also participated in
leadership activities to transition into
the new roles.

Seven Suring FFA members
attended the FFA State Conven-
tion held in Madison and had the
opportunity to tour Milk Source in
Kimberly and Big Cat Rescue in Rock
Springs. Throughout the summer,
numerous members participated
in many livestock shows and the
Oconto County Fair.

The Suring Labor Day Celebra-
tion provided many opportunities
for service, fundraising and fun!
Members helped with concessions
during tractor pull, cleaned up car
parts during the demo derby, sold
wristbands at the gate for tractor
pull and demo derby and sold 50/50

Suring FFA officers for 2022-2023 are, from left, Georgia Gerndt, secretary; Birdee Cramer, sentinel; Hailey Thomson, parliamentarian; Mackenzie Bailey,
reporter; Macie Reed, vice president; Tessa Losurdo, treasurer; and Ethan Lally, president.

tickets. We also created and deco-
rated a float for the Suring Labor
Day parade.

Our annual Haunted Forest took
place in October. Over 60 members
participated in the fun of scaring,
concessions or group leading. We
also held a food drive for the Suring
School Food Pantry. We continued
our Pumpkin Carving/Decorating
Contest for our entire student body.
We had over 30 participants.

In November, we sent eight mem-
bers to the National FFA Convention,
held in Indianapolis. Lots of tours,
member bonding and fun. In De-
cember, the chapter has a large fruit
sale that many community members
generously support. We had another
successful sale.

The Suring FFA and Ag Education

program has a long history at Sur-
ing Public School. The FFA chapter
was chartered in 1947. The school
currently has 80 members, and their

CONTRIBUTED

advisor is Mary E. Smith. The many
programs and activities of Suring

FFA would not be possible without
the help of our Suring FFA Alumni.

Seventh and eighth grade Suring FFA students attending FIRE conference last October meet past Wis-
consin State FFA President Ben Styer. From left, Abigail McCourt, Abbie Moericke, Skylar Bristol, Styer,

Hannah Ponton, Alexa Nicola and Randi Tachick.

CONTRIBUTED

VISIT US ONLINE AT

WWW.NEWMEDIA-WI.COM
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Fun at the fair

Ros Kramer, Chaela Rabas and Grace Seefeldt of Lena FFA show their beef animals at the Oconto County
Youth Fair. CONTRIBUTED
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LENA

Officers

The 2022-2023 Lena FFA of-
ficer team consists of Presidents
Mason Sobeck and Grace Seefeldt;
Vice Presidents Anthony Seefeldt,
Mackenzie Vorpahl, Chaela Rabas
and Logan Graef; Secretary Reed
Hosking, Sentinel Abbygale Garri-
gan, Reporter KC Miller, Treasurer
Breanna Koslowsky, Parliamentar-
ian Ben Sobeck, Junior Advisor Sam
Marquardt, Historian Nadia Shal-
low and Advisor Roberta Windus.

The Lena FFA has been very
busy throughout the year. Members
attended the state and national
FFA conventions, judged dairy
cattle and dairy foods at the World
Dairy Expo, and volunteered at the
WPS farm show in the information
booths and in the education area
of Oconto County Breakfast on the
Farm. For fun the members attend
regular meetings where we have
game nights, movie nights, cook-
outs and fun activities. As a group

Chaela and Adrena Rabas show a cow/calf pair at the Oconto County Youth Fair.

we attend various events such as
Disney on Ice, Monster Trucks, a

CONTRIBUTED

Green Bay Gamblers game, etc.
The Lena FFA Alumni and FFA

plan for exciting FFA Week

Supporters is a vital support group
to the Lena FFA. Without their sup-
port and dedication the activities
we do would not be possible.

The Lena FFA would also like to
thank Seed Concepts, Zoetis Indus-
try Support Program with Valley
Vet Clinic SC for their generous
donation. Mark your calendars on
March 25 from 9 a.m. until noon,
when Lena FFA, along with Valley
Vet, will be hosting a vaccination
clinic for dogs and cats in the Lena
High School Agriculture Room.

The Lena FFA officers have
planned a very exciting FFA week.
The officers will be promoting
dress-up days, money wars with do-
nations being donated to the Liam
Britzke as he courageously fights
membranoproliferative glomerular
nephritis (MPGN- type 1), our an-
nual Ag Olympics, coloring contest
and sponsoring a FFA emblem hunt
and daily FFA trivia.

GILLETT

FFA year is filled
with activities

The Gillett FFA works to get
all of the members involved in our
events. One of our favorite events
to do is Ag Day, when we bring our
elementary school students down
to the high school, and teach them
about the different aspects of FFA
and agricultural learning.

Some of the activities we had
last year for Ag Day include a
fishing activity, a honey station,

a planting station, a station with
different types of large animals and
small animals, a leadership station,
and we also had tractors there that
the kids could go in and sit on. This
event is an all-day event for our
high school students; also during
this event each of the elementary
school students go to each station
for 5-10 minutes and learn from our
members.

Some other events we do are
FFA Week, a week of FFA-themed
events that ends with a big school-

wide assembly on Friday; a middle
school lock-in, where the middle
school students come after school
and stay until 9 p.m. and play games
and enjoy time for fun; Decem-

ber fun night, where anyone can
come and we make blankets for the
Oconto Falls hospital and do a gift
exchange; and drive-your-tractor-
to-school day, where students can
drive their tractor to the school.

Also, in October, we painted
pumpkins to bring awareness to
breast cancer, and anyone could
come and paint a pumpkin. One
more thing we do is PALs, where
third grade students come to the
high school and learn about what
FFA is and what we do as FFA of-
ficers and members.

All in all, the Gillett FFA likes
to get our elementary, middle, and
high school students involved in
what we work on and do for the
community.

Members of the Gillett FFA include, sitting from left, Laney DeBauch, Cheyenne Krueger, and Megan
Wagner; standing from left, advisor Michelle DeBauch, Erica Swille, Brody Kohls, Virgil Herzog, Dylan

Nelson, Cole Shaal, Bradin Bjelland, and Madyson Van Allen.

MJ PHOTOGRAPHY
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Lena chapter members attending the FFA National Convention include Ben Sobeck, Chaela Rabas, Lily Ann Greetan, Nadia Shallow, Savana Vandenheuvel, America Thomas, Dylan Comins, Abbygale Garrigan,
Grace Seefeldt, Nolan Garrigan, KC Miller, and Bryce Kittridge. CONTRIBUTED
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Shawano & Oconto County
Republican Parties support
FFA and Wisconsin
Agriculture industries

REPUBLICAN PARTY OF SHAWANO & OCONTO COUNTY

DID YOU KNOW?

1. WE'RE (STILL) NO. 1! Wisconsin leads in dairy herds (7,168), and 95% are family-owned businesses and
quite large. Farm employment is significant.

2. THE CHEESE STANDS ALONE as the badger state’s 3.42 billion pounds of cheese produced annually is
more than a quarter of all U.S. production. If Wisconsin were a country, it would be the fourth-largest cheese
producer in the world!

3. BIG BUSINESS Wisconsin’s dairy industry generates $45.6 billion in economic activity annually. That's great-
er impact than ldaho potatoes and Florida citrus combined, and includes meat production (beef, pork, poultry,
eggs, and more) and processing. Include feed mills, construction, technology, and Ag machinery production.

4, SOMETHING SPECIAL FROM WISCONSIN! Our producers turn out 19% of the nation’s cheddar - 100% of
the nation’s Limburger - 79% of its feta - more than half of its Romano, Provolone & Parmesan.

5. NOT JUST DAIRY - but many other products as well. In cranberries Wisconsin is #1 producing 60% of the
U.S. crop.Wisconsin produces 60 percent of the country’s crop.

Join your grassroots friends that fight for producers and their families, to preserve free markets and private property
rights, promoting government that allows you to make family and business decisions. Contact information below.

OCONTO COUNTY: email: ocontorepublicans@gmail.com

website: Republicanpartyofocontocounty.com website connected to Facebook or call 920-599-0169

SHAWANO COUNTY: email: nburton13@hotmail.com
website: http://shawanorepublicans.com ¢ Facebook: Republican party of Shawano.

HQ / Action Center: 712 E. Green Bay St, Shawano. Current hrs: Fridays & Saturdays 10am - 3pm.

Paid for by the Shawano & Oconto County Republican parties
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Cooking eggs at the Shawano Country Brunch on the Farm 2022 are Lilly Montour, Bryce Marohl and

Kendra Strebel.

CONTRIBUTED

SHAWANO

Busy year includes
trips to Madison,
Indianapolis

The Shawano FFA Chapter con-
tinues to have a calendar each year
full of activities for members to get
involved in. This year, the Shawano
FFA officer team is led by president
Bryceon Krueger, vice president
Brieanna Luebeck, secretary Anna
Majeski, treasurer Brynn Hannes,
reporter Kendra Strebel and sentinel
Hannah Yeager.

The chapter kicked off the 2022-
2023 year with members attending
the State FFA Convention which
was held June 13-16 in Madison.
Ameila Rademacher, Kendra Strebel,
Hannah Yeager, Madison Weinig,
Brynn Hannes, Bryce Marohl,
Bryceon Krueger, Dane Adams, and
Levi Wendorff attended. Amelia
participated in the State FFA Honors

Band and Dane Adams received a
fourth place gold for his agriculture
processing proficiency.

The following members were
also recognized at the convention
for receiving the Wisconsin State
FFA Degree: Dane Adams, Kloie
Boyles, Nicole te Plate, Morgan
Weinig, and Matti Koehler.

Other activities in June included
a dairy presentation at the Shawano
Country Library and helping with
the Shawano Country Brunch on the
Farm.

July started with an exciting trip
for six of our members. Maddie
Krueger, Anna Majeski, Madisyn
Weinig, Kendra Strebel, Hannah
Yeager and Brynn Hannes attended
the Washington Leadership Con-
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ference in Washington, D.C.

This conference allowed our
members to further develop their
leadership skills and learn about
many monuments and the history of
the U.S. Chapter members were also
excited to see one of our previous
members of our FFA chapter and
state FFA reporter Lydia Williams as
she served as one of the facilitators
for the conference. July concluded
with our monthly meeting and mem-
bers enjoying a round of mini golf at
Shawano Mini Golf.

August began with our annual
officer retreat. This year we trav-
eled up to Merrill, where the officers
planned the program of activities for
the chapter and worked on team-
building activities. The officer team
also produced our theme for the
year, “Get Hooked on Shawano FFA.”

The following Sunday, the offi-
cer’s team members along with their
parents and our advisors, Melissa
Goers and Steven Stomberg, attended
anoon luncheon at Luigi’s restaurant.
This meeting was to go over the cal-
endar of events and officer expecta-
tions. It also gave the parents time to
meet each other and learn how they
can support the officer team.

The Shawano FFA was lucky
again to participate in the dairy dis-
tribution day drive-thru held at Sha-
wano Community High School. FFA
members passed out 200 cooler bags
of dairy products to our community
members. This was made possible by
Maple Valley Mutual Insurance Co.

August concluded with the
preparation for the Shawano County
Fair. The officer team prepared their
information booth with the “Get
Hooked on Shawano FFA” theme
and received a blue ribbon. Sunday
members helped with the Peewee
Dairy Showmanship. In addition,
many members participated in the
fair by showing in many events and
exhibiting their fair projects.

September started off the school
year and the drive to get members
involved in our chapter activities.
Our first official meeting of the year
was held, and a committee was set
up to work on the homecoming float.
Many members assisted and partici-
pated in the parade highlighting our
chapter theme for the year.

September concluded with our
Fall Leadership Conference. This
event was held at New London High
School, the host school for our sec-
tion eight state FFA officer, Brooke
Casey. Those attending learned
about officer position roles and ways
to get students involved in future
FFA activities.

October kicked off with Shawano
Octoberfest. This annual event held

Shawano FFA members attending the Washington Leadership Conference include: Brynn Hannes, Madisyn Weinig, Anna Majeski, Lydia Williams (Former
member and WLC facilitator), Hanna Yeager, Maddie Krueger, and Kendra Strebel

downtown Shawano draws many
people into our community. Our
members brought in many pets for a
petting zoo and had games for little
kids to enjoy. The following week, the
annual FFA Steak Fry and Member-
ship Drive took place. Each member
who signed up for the FFA received a
complimentary steak dinner.

The very next day FFA members
attended the World Dairy Expo. This
year we had a dairy products team
consisting of Kendra Strebel, Brynn
Hannes, and Pierceon Krueger. The
dairy products team coached by
Andrea Race placed 19th out of 69
teams.

The National FFA Convention
was held Oct. 26-29 in Indianapolis.
Ten students from Shawano traveled
to the convention enjoying tours at
Ball Seed Company, Heritage Alpaca
Farms, Exotic Feline Rescue Center,
and the World’s Toughest Rodeo.
Students also enjoyed sessions at
the convention and the career expo.
Those members who attended were

Piper Novitski, Hannah Yeager,
Brieanna Luebeck, Colin Miesbauer,
Kendra Strebel, Bryce Marohl, Mad-
die Krueger, Brynn Hannes, Madisyn
Weinig, and Hadley Rettke.

November and December had
members preparing for the holiday
season. FFA members worked with
the fifth grade students at Olga
Brener to make Christmas orna-
ments for our tree at the high school,
in addition, gave a presentation on
the production of Christmas trees
in the U.S. The chapter continued
with the tradition of putting up a
Christmas tree in the commons and
decorating it.

The Shawano FFA would like to
thank the Duchac Family Tree Farm
for donating a tree to the school
again this year. Santa made a guest
appearance at Franklin Park where
the FFA elves passed out milk and
cookies to kids as they made their
final wish for Christmas with Santa.

As the new year started, FFA
members were preparing for their

CONTRIBUTED

LDE (Leadership Development
Events) competition that was held
at Bowler High School. The parlia-
mentary procedure team consisted
of Anna Majeski, Brynn Hannes,
Kendra Strebel, Maddie Krueger,
Madisyn Weinig, and Brieanna Lu-
ebeck. Anna Majeski also competed
in the employability skills competi-
tion, Hannah Yeager competed in
the prepared speaking contest, and
Colin Miesbauer recited the FFA
Creed. Both Hannah and Colin will
advance on to the sectional compe-
tition at the end of March at New
London High School.

FFA week activities for this year
at SCHS include dress-up days,
donuts and coffee for the faculty and
staff, donuts for FFA members, ice
cream for the entire student body,
and Ag Olympics.

A few other items being planned
include the Shawano FFA Alumni
Wild Game Feed, Drive Your Tractor
to School Day, Fun for Kids’ Sake,
Safety Day, and the petting zoo.
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