
Friday, February 14, 2025



PAGE 2  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2025

Bella Theys stands in front of the Lincoln Memorial during the Washington Leadership Conference (WLC).
CONTRIBUTED

Washington Leadership Conference
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Shawano FFA chapter has a rich history
By TRENTYN BARTZ

Shawano FFA 2024-25 Reporter

Since its founding on Jan. 15, 1928, the Shawano FFA 
Chapter has proudly developed future leaders in agricul-
ture through education, leadership and hands-on experi-
ences. As we celebrate our 85th anniversary, we reflect 
on the chapter’s legacy of growth, success and commit-
ment to the agricultural industry.

One of our most outstanding achievements this year 
occurred at the World Dairy Expo, where our dairy 
judging team (Brynn Hannes, Kendra Strebel and Alliyah 
Haws) placed first in Wisconsin and second out of 73 
teams overall. This remarkable accomplishment high-
lights the expertise and dedication of our members in 
dairy science.

Several members also earned prestigious leadership 
opportunities. This past summer, Bella Theys traveled to 
our nation’s capital to attend the Washington Leadership 
Conference, gaining valuable leadership skills. Hannah 
Yeager and Mallory Braun were accepted to participate 
in the Plant Systems Next Gen Conference held this 
March in Florida to expand their knowledge of plant sci-
ence career opportunities.

In addition to academic and leadership success, our 
members excelled in the show ring. At the Shawano 
County Fair, Madisyn Weinig earned Grand Champion 
Rabbit, while Hannah Yeager secured Reserve Champion 
Rabbit, demonstrating their commitment to animal sci-
ence through their Supervised Agricultural Experiences 
(SAEs).

Our chapter has also expanded its focus by participat-
ing in CDE teams and exploring specialized areas such 
as wildlife, floriculture, poultry, vet science, nursery 
landscape, food science and milk quality.

Our Leadership Development Events (LDEs) saw 
impressive participation, with members engaging in Par-
liamentary Procedure, Creed Speaking, Discussion Meet, 
Extemporaneous Speaking and Prepared Public Speaking. 
e didn’t have all areas represented.

Looking to the future, we have ambitious goals for 
growth. We aim to achieve 50% active membership, 
reaching a total of 60 members. We are also focused on 
submitting six Wisconsin State FFA Degree applications 
and 12 proficiency applications. We also look forward to 
a spring trip to Milwaukee to tour various agricultural 
companies as well as go to a Brewers game for our active 
members.

The Shawano FFA 2024-25 officer team is, front row, from left, Hannah Yeager, vice president; Madisyn Weining, president; and Kyera Williams, treasurer. 
Back row, from left, are Steve Stomberg, chapter adviser; Trentyn Bartz , reporter; Kendra Strebel, secretary; Mallory Braun, sentinel; and Melissa Goers, 
chapter adviser. CONTRIBUTED

Brynn Hannes, Kendra Strebel, and Alliyah Haws at the World Dairy Expo before the competition. CONTRIBUTED

Madisyn Weinig and Hannah Yeager with their winning rabbits stand next to the 2024 Shawano County Fair rabbit judge. CONTRIBUTED
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Active FFA membership thrives in Oconto Falls
The Oconto Falls FFA chapter membership has reached more than 168 members for the 2024-25 year. CONTRIBUTED

The Oconto Falls FFA Chapter has had a very success-
ful year so far. Our over 160 members have been busy 
working on a variety of activities to help develop their 
leadership skills and potential for career success.

Back in the summer, members participated in many 
diåerent activities, includinJ volunteerinJ at %reakfast 
on the Farm, the Wisconsin State Fair and the Oconto 
County Youth Fair. Additionally, students attended the 
Wisconsin State FFA Convention in June to celebrate 
the accomplishments of the past year. Three students at-
tended the Washington Leadership Conference in Wash-
ington, D.C., and were able to network with members 
across the country. In November, we took 10 students 
to the National FFA Convention in Indianapolis, where 
two PePbers Tualified for the 1ational AJriscience )air 
competition and took second place in their category.

Recently, the chapter held our largest fundraiser of 
the year, our annual fruit sale. We were very successful 

this year and were able to bring in funds to support the 
activities and trips our members attend and learn about 
Jood coPPunication, social and financial skills as well. 
This fundraiser also serves as a way for our chapter to 
connect with the community.

New to our chapter this year is a podcast, hosted by 
our adviser, Walter Taylor, and dubbed by the members 
as “Taylor Time.” We hope to continue to utilize this 
unique way to spread the word about what we have ac-
complished and what we do in FFA.

Our FFA Alumni and Supporters purchased a vending 
machine for the chapter to see milk, meat and cheese, to 
help bring in funds for our membership dues.

On Feb. 3, Oconto Falls hosted the District LDE com-
petition for the area. We had multiple members do very 
well, and two teams and three public speakers will be 
advancing to sectionals in March.

Upcoming in the next couple of weeks for our mem-

bers are the Farm Forum trip, the Wisconsin FFA Day 
on the Hill, and the FFA and NAHS partnership Empty 
Bowls fundraiser at Oconto Falls High School. We are 
also in the Piddle of our first strawberry sale fundraiser.

Additionally, our members are working hard on their 
Leadership and Career Development Event competitions 
and their 6A( proficiency applications, as coPpetition 
and application season ramps up. We will have multiple 
students applying to be a part of the Wisconsin State FFA 
Honors Band and Chorus group as well.

2ur 2�2��25 e[ecutive oæcer teaP is -adyn Wes-
low, president; Destiny VandeVoort, vice president of 
strengthening agriculture; Neela Cherry, vice president 
of growing leaders; Kara Philhower, vice president of 
building communities; Olivia Wagner, secretary; Ben 
Adams, treasurer; Mika Tassoul, sentinel; Jazmine Van 
den Bogart, parliamentarian; Natalie Rieth, reporter; and 
Megan Kesler, historian.

Oconto Falls FFA members pose with a recently restored 1946 John Deere A, which was on display at the 2024 Wis-
consin FFA Convention in Madison. This tractor is being raffled off at the conclusion of FFA Week on Feb. 22 during 
the Oconto Falls FFA Alumni and Supporters Corn Hole Tournament at the Blue Spruce. CONTRIBUTED

From left, Leo Mielke, Ayden Thurow, Jazmine Van Den Bogart, and Jadyn Weslow package and label oranges and 
grapefruit for the local FFA fruit sale on Dec. 18. The annual fundraiser included sales of meat, cheese, honey and 
mustard. CONTRIBUTED
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Bailey Peterson and Emily Elliott stand in front of their poster for their Agriscience Fair project that won second place gold at the 
National FFA Convention and Expo in Indianapolis. CONTRIBUTED

Giving your teacher a pie in the face is a highlight for many students. Mr. Taylor gladly participated 
in this event during Oconto Falls HOCO activities.

CONTRIBUTED

From left, Natalie Rieth, Jadyn Weslow, Abigail Roskon and advisor Mr. 
Walter Taylor stand in front of the Lincoln Memorial during the Washington 
Leadership Conference in July 2024. CONTRIBUTED

Oconto Falls High School FFA members participate in a “gallery walk” activity to learn more about Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) Proficiency 
Awards and Career Development Events (CDEs) and Leadership Development Events (LDEs). Each student was asked to select a CDE/LDE and put their 
names on the posters for the award areas that their SAEs align to. CONTRIBUTED
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Fairs, conventions and parade highlights 
of Suring FFA’s year

The Suring FFA chapter has been very busy with its 
program of activities to promote student leadership, 
strengthening agriculture and building communities.

In May, our chapter hosted our annual Ag Education 
Day that included a petting zoo and various ag educa-
tion related stations for Suring Elementary and St. John 
Lutheran students.

In July, our chapter with other FFA chapters partici-
pated in the Neighborhood Dairy Distribution service 
project, which provided numerous dairy products to 
community members, and we participated in the Break-
fast on the Farm ag education activities.

Ten Suring FFA members attended the FFA State 
Convention held in Madison. We toured Two Guernsey 
Girls Dairy in Freedom and toured UW-Madison’s Col-
lege of Agriculture campus.

,n -uly, the newly installed oæcers went to *reen %ay 
to experience an escape room and tested our driving 
skills with go-karts. Chase Schindel, Cooper Ruch, Chloe 
Schroeder and Ginger Gerndt attended the Washing-
ton Leadership Conference in Washington, D.C., where 
members are provided a premier leadership experience.

Throughout the summer, numerous members partici-
pated in many livestock shows, the Wisconsin State Fair 
and the Oconto County Fair. During the Oconto County 
)air, 6urinJ ))A oæcers planned and PanaJed the AJ 
Olympics, which was well attended.

The Suring Labor Day Celebration provided many op-
portunities for service, fundraising and fun.

We continued our pumpkin carving and decorating 
contest and our big buck contest for our entire student 
body.

In November, we sent 10 members to the National 
FFA Convention, held in Indianapolis that featured lots 
of tours, member bonding and fun. In December, the 
chapter has a large fruit sale that many community mem-
bers generously support. We had another successful sale.

The Suring FFA and ag education program has a long 
history at Suring Public Schools. The FFA chapter was 
chartered in 1947. The school currently has 82 members, 
and its adviser is Mary E. Smith. The many programs and 
activities of Suring FFA would not be possible with-
out the help of our Suring FFA Alumni and the Suring 
community.

Suring FFA officers for 2024-25 are, from left, Ginger Gerndt, secretary; Bunny Cramer, treasurer; Birdee Cramer, parliamentarian; Hailey Huguet, sentinel; Tessa Losurdo, president; Chloe Schroeder, reporter; Georgia Gerndt, vice 
president; and Chase Schindel, vice president. CONTRIBUTED

Cooper Ruch, right, shares his knowledge of maple syrup production with Malachi Largo during Suring FFA’s Ag Education Day held each spring for the 
elementary school. CONTRIBUTED
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Morgan Dryja and Bunny Cramer help an elementary student hear the heartbeat of a rabbit during Ag Education Day.
CONTRIBUTED

Chase Schindel, right, encourages Kade Kegel to hold the egg steady during the Oconto County Fair Ag Olympics that 
Suring FFA sponsored. CONTRIBUTED
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Pulaski FFA in the middle of a busy year
Pulaski FFA has been busy recently, starting back in 

April when we Jot our 2�2� proficiency results back. We 
subPitted at total of 11 proficiencies, and several of theP 
becaPe state finalists and were recoJni]ed on staJe at 
6tate &onvention in -une Ð 7aylor 0aros]ek, .aitlyn 
*ee, &larie %entley, 1athan 6eit] and )aith 3osbriJ.

Pulaski FFA is also home of the Star Farmer for the 
second year in a row. 7aylor 0aros]ek was recoJni]ed 
for all of her outstanding accomplishments throughout 
her ))A career and supervised aJricultural e[perience 
projects including beef cattle production, swine produc-
tion and diversified livestock. 7o wrap up the 2�2� state 
convention, our very own 7aylor 0aros]ek was elected 
to be our 2�2��25 state reporter, representinJ 6ection 8.

2nce the state convention was over and 6eptePber 
rolled around, we kicked oå the school year with our 
annual back�to�school picnic, where we recoJni]ed ))A 
PePbers who showed at livestock shows over the suP-
mer: Oconto County, Brown County, Shawano County, 
2utaJaPie &ounty and Wisconsin 6tate )air, and in-
stalled our 2�2��25 chapter oæcer teaP.

7he oæcer teaP consists of )aith 3osbriJ, president� 
.aitlyn *ee, vice president� APelia 6ikorski, secretary� 
-acob %entley, reporter� -enna 3osbriJ, treasurer� and 
(velyn 0ihlaski, sentinel.

2ur ne[t biJ event after the back�to�school picnic was 
hostinJ the 6ection 8 )all /eadership Workshop at the 
3ulaski HiJh 6chool that 35� ))A PePbers attended.

1e[t was the ))A 1ational &onvention in ,ndianapo-
lis. We left briJht and early and headed to ,ndy, but we 
Pade a pit stop alonJ the way at HuPPel /ivestock. We 
spent the week attendinJ diåerent sessions and confer-
ences. We also went to the 0eJan 0oroney &oncert, 
rodeo and ([otic )eline 5escue. As our trip caPe to an 
end, we returned hoPe back to Wisconsin and our 7runk 
or 7reat event was waitinJ for us at the 3olka *rounds. 
We donated a truck bed full of canned Joods to 3A&( 
and provided a safe environPent for the coPPunity to 
trick or treat and celebrate Halloween.

)or our Ponthly 'ecePber activity as a chapter, we 
made Christmas cookies and donated them to local fami-
lies that were in need of soPe &hristPas cheer.

As )ebruary approaches, 1ational ))A Week is in full 
swinJ. 2ur oæcer teaP has been busy coPinJ up with 
dress�up days, AJ 2lyPpic activities and preparinJ for 
our annual open house, all while applyinJ for proficien-
cies and Wisconsin 6tate ))A 'eJrees. We are lookinJ 
forward to all of the success the rest of the year may 
brinJ.

Taylor Maroszek of the Pulaski FFA chapter, center, is introduced as 2024-25 state reporter, representing Section 8, during the FFA state convention. CONTRIBUTED

The Pulaski FFA officer team, from front left to back right, is Kaitlyn Gee, Amelia Sikorski, Evelyn Mihalski, Jenna Posbrig, Jacob Betley and Faith Posbrig.
CONTRIBUTED



By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

The National FFA 
Convention in Indianapolis 
is the third largest conven-
tion in the country every 
year, behind the Republi-
can and Democratic Party 
conventions.

That was among the 
information shared Nov. 
21 when members of the 
Gillett FFA chapter talked 
about their experiences 
with the Gillett School 
Board.

The 97th National FFA 
Convention & Expo was 
staged Oct. 23-26 at Lucas 
Oil Stadium, where the In-
dianapolis Colts hold their 
NFL games.

Attendees have the 
opportunity to compete, 
explore more than 350 ca-
reers, meet other members 
from across the country, 
shape the future of the 
organization, enjoy enter-
tainment opportunities and 
more.

“As someone who isn’t 
as involved in agriculture 
as some of the people 
around me, I got to talk to 
a lot of higher-up people 
in businesses like John 
Deere,” said Scott Her-
oux, a chapter member. 
“I thought it was really 
interesting seeing all the 
stuå behind that.Õ

Adviser Jacob Timm 
said the convention is one 
of his favorite things every 
year.

“I always look forward 
to going down and kind 
of recharging my batter-
ies as an adviser and an 
ag teacher,” Timm said. “I 
was able to connect with 
Pany diåerent aJ teachers 
from around the country, 
meet all the people that I 

see year after year, fiJure 
out what they’re doing in 
their programs and how to 
bring it back to Gillett.”

This year’s students are 
a great group, and they had 
a lot of fun and brought 
back great memories, 
Timm said.

About 71,000 students 
attended the convention, 
but the organization is ex-
pecting big things in three 
years, he said.

“In 2028 is when the 
centennial is, the 100th an-
niversary of FFA nation-
ally,” Timm said. “They 

are gearing up for that. 
Lucas Oil Stadium may 
not be as big as we want it 
to be that time, but we’ll 
make it work one way or 
another.”

In addition to the 
convention itself, chapter 
members made some stops 

along the way to and from 
Indianapolis — including 
Natural Beauty Green-
house in Denmark, Fair 
Oaks Farm in Fair Oaks, 
Indiana, the Indianapolis 
Zoo and the Albanese 
Candy Factory in Merrill-
ville, Indiana.
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Gillett FFA students reflect on national convention

Members of the Gillett FFA chapter share a PowerPoint presentation about the organization’s national convention during the Nov. 21 meeting of the Gillett School Board.
WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA
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Houses of worship can send their vital information, including physical 
addresses, days and times of services, names of leaders and contact 

information, to be placed in our online worship directory at 
news@newmedia-wi.com. Put “WORSHIP DIRECTORY” in the subject line.

A CALL TO WORSHIP
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