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SALON GUTTED BY FIRE
Fire destroyed the Unique Perfections beauty and tanning salon in Gillett on March 19. Firefighters were called to 220 E. Main St. at 10:14 p.m., and the one-story 
structure was engulfed in flames when crews arrived just a few minutes later. The fire apparently started in a ceiling transformer that once powered an old neon sign. 
Owner Katie McCarthy plans to rebuild once the insurance carrier provides an estimate. People who wish to help may make donations to a benefit savings account at 
Peshtigo National Bank.. WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

A handful of local races, 
a school referendum and 
a town ATV vote are on 
Tuesday’s ballot in addition 
to statewide matters. 
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The election 
is still on ...        

Murder suspect 
not competent
The Lakewood man, 83, 
accused in 1976 double 
murder will undergo 
“restoration treatment” to 
improve his ability to stand 
trial.
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The Oconto County Board 
was holding a special 
meeting Tuesday to extend 
their terms in case of a 
postponed election. 
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... But just 
in case         



MARINETTE — The Lakewood 
man accused of murdering a Green 
Bay couple in 1976 has been ruled 
incompetent to stand trial, at least 
temporarily, in Marinette County 
Circuit Court.

Judge James Morrison made 
the ruling Thursday after hearing 
testimony from a psychologist who 
examined Raymand Vannieuwen-
hoven, 83. He was arrested a year ago 
after authorities said DNA tests linked 
Vannieuwenhoven to the murders of 
David Schuldes and Ellen Matheys, 
whose bodies were found at the Mc-
Clintock Park campground July 9, 
1976.

Dr. Steven Benson, testifying from 
his home, said the defendant is not 
currently competent to aid in his 
own defense, but his condition could 
improve with intensive inpatient 
treatment.

Vannieuwenhoven had a stroke 
about 10 years ago and has issues with 
his short- and longer-term memory 
and reasoning, Benson said.

“There were issues relative to ex-
pressive speech, articulation (speak-
ing clearly), anomia (word-finding 
problems) and significant issues with 
regard to memory,” Benson said.

For example, he was able to give a 
rough outline of his work history and 
upbringing but not specific details, 
and he was unable to recall when his 
wife died but was able to state that 
their marriage lasted 51 years, three 
months and 27 days, he said.

Because he has been able to live 
independently, albeit with assistance 
from his family, Vannieuwenhoven’s 
condition by definition is considered a 
mild neuro-cognitive disorder rather 
than major, Benson said.

“I felt there was a probability 
he could become competent, given 
the fact that he has been able to live 
independently for an extended period 
of time,” Benson said. “I also qualified 
that opinion by saying that a more 
comprehensive neuro-psychological 
evaluation was warranted.”

With such treatment, it’s more 
likely than not that Vannieuwenhoven 
could become competent enough to 
stand trial, Benson concluded.

State mental health institutions 
in Winnebago and Medota have a 
restorative treatment program, begin-
ning with a comprehensive evaluation 
of the patient’s mental condition, he 
said.

“We’re looking to be able to 
sustain or to improve his executive 
functions,” Benson said. “We have to 
be able to determine whether he is 

able to function in such a way that he 
can access memory, historical details, 
without interference from other types 
of, say, for example, the delusions that 
have been outlined in my report, or 
just loss of focus because he just can’t 
stay focused on something for long 
enough minutes at a time.”

The ruling includes an order 
that Vannieuwenhoven be treated 
with psychotropic drugs, which was 
included over the defendant’s objec-
tions.

Morrison scheduled a status 
conference for 2 p.m. June 24 but 
acknowledged that with the ongoing 
coronavirus concerns, “All bets are off 
on time.”

At the beginning of the hear-
ing, Morrison noted that on March 
22, the state Supreme Court issued 
three orders related to the COVID-19 
response — one which specifically 
stated only court hearings affect-
ing constitutional interests or safety 
could be held, and any sessions that 
are held should be done via available 
internet technology.

About 10 minutes into the hear-
ing, the Zoom connection failed and 
Morrison was unable to restore it, 
so Benson’s testimony resumed via 
speakerphone.

CO R R E C T I O N S
Accuracy is important to the Oconto County Times Herald, and it wants to correct mistakes promptly. Call errors to our attention by phone at 920-848-3427.
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Elderly murder suspect not 
competent to stand trial
By WARREN BLUHM

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

Judge James Morrison, left, addresses murder suspect Raymand Vannieuwenhoven and his attorney Travis Crowell via a video connection to the Marinette 
County Jail, during a competency hearing Thursday. 
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Notice of Spring Election and
Presidential Preference Vote

and Sample Ballots
April 7, 2020

OFFICE OF THE OCONTO COUNTY CLERK

TO THE VOTERS OF OCONTO COUNTY:
Notice is hereby given of a spring election and a Presidential Preference Vote to be held in 
Oconto County on April 7, 2020, at which the officers named below shall be chosen.  The 
names of the candidates for each office, whose nominations have been certified to or filed in 
this office, are given under the title of the office, each in its proper column, together with the 
questions submitted to a vote, for a referendum, if any, in the sample ballot below.

INFORMATION TO VOTERS
Upon entering the polling place, a voter shall state his or her name and address, show an 
acceptable form of photo identification and sign the poll book before being permitted to vote.  
If a voter does not have acceptable photo identification the voter may obtain a free photo ID 
for voting from the Division of Motor Vehicles.  If a voter is not registered to vote, a voter may 
register to vote at the polling place serving his or her residence, if the voter presents proof of 
residence in a form specified by law.  Where ballots are distributed to voters, the initials of two 
inspectors must appear on the ballot.  Upon being permitted to vote, the voter shall retire alone 
to a voting booth and cast his or her ballot, except that a voter who is a parent or guardian may 
be accompanied by the voter’s minor child or minor ward.  An election official may inform the 
voter of the proper manner for casting a vote, but the official may not in any manner advise or 
indicate a particular voting choice.

AT THE PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE VOTE
A voter may cast only one vote in the presidential preference primary.

Where Paper Ballots are Used
To vote for president, the voter shall choose the ballot of the party of his or her choice on which 
to vote.  If you vote in more than one party, your vote will not be counted.  On the ballot of 
his or her choice, the voter shall make an (X) or other mark in the square next to the name of 
the candidate of his or her choice or shall, in the alternative, make an (X) or other mark in the 
square next to the words “Uninstructed delegation,” or write in the name of a person of his or 
her choice in the space provided for a write-in vote.

Where Optical Scan Voting is Used
Within the party of his or her choice, the voter shall fill in the oval next to the name of the 
candidate of his or her choice or shall, in the alternative, fill in the oval next to the words “Unin-
structed Delegation,” or write in the name of a person of his or her choice for a candidate in the 
space provided for a write-in vote and fill in the oval or connect the arrow next to the write-in line.  

When using an electronic ballot marking device (“ImageCast Evolution-ICE”) to mark an opti-
cal scan ballot, the voter shall touch the screen or use the keypad to select the party of his 
or her choice.  Within the party of his or her choice, the voter shall touch the screen or use 
the keypad to select the name of the candidate of his or her choice or shall, in the alternative, 
touch the screen or use the keypad to select the words “Uninstructed Delegation,” or type in 
the name of a person of his or her choice in the space provided for a write-in vote.   

Where Touch Screen Voting is Used
The voter shall touch the screen at the party of his or her choice.  Within the party of his or her 
choice, the voter shall touch the screen at the name of the candidate of his or her choice or 
shall, in the alternative, touch the screen at the words “Uninstructed Delegation,” or type in the 
name of a person of his or her choice in the space provided for a write-in vote.  

AT THE SPRING ELECTION
Where Paper Ballots are Used 
The voter shall make a mark (X) in the square next to the name of the candidate of his or 
her choice for each office for which he or she intends to vote.   To vote for a person whose 
name does not appear on the ballot, the voter shall write in the name of the person of his or 
her choice in the space provided for a write-in vote.  On referendum questions, the voter shall 
make a mark (X) in the square next to “yes” if in favor of the question, or the voter shall make a 
mark (X) in the square next to “no” if opposed to the question.  

Where Optical Scan Voting is Used
The voter shall fill in the oval next to the name of the candidate of his or her choice for each 
office for which he or she intends to vote.  To vote for a person whose name does not appear 
on the ballot, the voter shall write in the name of the person of his or her choice in the space 
provided, and fill in the oval next to the write-in line.  On referendum questions, the voter shall 
fill in the oval next to “yes” if in favor of the question or fill in the oval next to “no” if opposed to 
the question.

When using an electronic ballot marking device (“ImageCast Evolution-ICE”) to mark an 
optical scan ballot, the voter shall touch the screen or use the keypad to select the name of 
the candidate of his or her choice for each office for which he or she intends to vote.  To vote 
for a person whose name does not appear on the ballot, the voter shall type in the name of the 
person of his or her choice in the space provided for a write-in vote.  On referendum questions, 
the voter shall touch the screen or use the keypad to select “yes” if in favor of the question, or 
the voter shall touch the screen or use they keypad to select “no” if opposed to the question.

Where Touch Screen Voting is Used
The voter shall touch the screen at the name of the candidate of his or her choice for each 
office for which he or she intends to vote.  To vote for a person whose name does not appear 
on the ballot, the voter shall type in the name of the person of his or her choice in the space 
provided for a write-in vote.  On referendum questions, the voter shall touch the screen at 
“yes” if in favor of the questions, or the voter shall touch the screen at “no” if opposed to the 
question.

The vote shall not be cast in any other manner.  Not more than five minutes’ time shall be 
allowed inside a voting booth.  Sample ballots or other materials to assist the voter in marking 
his or her ballot may be taken into the booth and copied.  The sample ballot shall not be shown 
to anyone so as to reveal how the ballot is marked.

Spoiled Ballots
If a voter spoils a paper or optical scan ballot, he or she shall return it to an election official 
who shall issue another ballot in its place, but not more than three ballots shall be issued to 
any one voter.  If the ballot has not been initialed by two inspectors or is defective in any other 
way, the voter shall return it to the election official who shall issue a proper ballot in its place.  

The voter may spoil a touch screen ballot at the voting station before the ballot is cast.  

After Voting the Ballot
After an official paper ballot is marked, it shall be folded so the inside marks do not show, but 
so the printed endorsements and inspectors’ initials on the outside do show.  The voter shall 
deposit the voted ballot in the ballot box or the deliver the ballot to an election inspector for 
deposit and deposit any un-voted ballots in the discard box.  The voter shall leave the polling 
place promptly.

After an official optical scan ballot is marked, it shall be inserted in the security sleeve, so the 
marks do not show.  The voter shall insert the ballot in the voting device and discard the sleeve 
or deliver the ballot to an inspector for deposit.  The voter shall leave the polling place promptly.

After an official touch screen ballot is cast, the voter shall leave the polling place promptly.

A voter may select an individual to assist in casting his or her vote if the voter declares 
to the presiding official that he or she is unable to read, has difficulty reading, writing, or 
understanding English, or that due to disability is unable to cast his or her ballot.  The selected 
individual rendering assistance may not be the voter’s employer or an agent of that employer 
or an officer or agent of a labor organization which represents the voter.

All Oconto County Voters will vote for:

April 7, 2020

ATTENTION:  All Oconto County Voters will vote for:

Presidential Preference Vote
Vote for 1
Democratic Party
Tulsi Gabbard
Amy Klobuchar
John Delaney
Deval Patrick
Bernie Sanders
Andrew Yang
Pete Buttigieg
Tom Steyer
Elizabeth Warren
Michael Bennet
Michael R. Bloomberg
Joe Biden
Uninstructed Delegation

Referendum Question
QUESTION 1: “Additional rights of crime victims.  Shall section 9m of article I of the
constitution, which gives certain rights to crime victims, be amended to give crime victims 
additional rights, to require that the rights of crime victims be protected with equal force to the 
protections afforded the accused while leaving the federal constitutional rights of the accused 
intact, and to allow crime victims to enforce their rights in court?”
(Refer to separate display ad)

Oconto County Voters will vote for the following in their respective districts:  
The names of candidates for the office of Oconto County Supervisor in the following districts 
are:  

Oconto County Supervisor
Vote for 1
District 1: Elmer Ragen
District 2: David E. Pribyl
  Marcia C. Ellis 
District 3: Guy K. Gooding 
District 4: Elizabeth T. Paape 
District 5: Dennis Kroll 
District 6: Robert Pott 
District 7: David Behrend
  Fran Wranosky 
District 8: Tim Cole 
District 9: Al Stranz 
District 10: Diane C. Nichols
District 11: Karl Ballestad
District 12: Dick Doeren
District 13: Al Schreiber 
District 14: John Matravers 
District 15: Rose Stellmacher 
The following municipalities will also vote for the following candidates and offices:

Republican Party
Donald J. Trump
Uninstructed Delegation
**********
Justice of the Supreme Court
Vote for 1
Jill J. Karofsky
Daniel Kelly
**********

District 17: Buzz Kamke 
District 18: Stephanie F. Holman 
District 19: Bart Schindel 
District 20: Kenneth Linzmeyer
District 21: Leonard Wahl
District 22: Paul Bednarik 
District 23: Gregory Sekela 
District 24: Tracy S. Ondik
  Irene Drake 
District 25: Gary G. Frank 
District 26: Douglas McMahon 
District 27: David Parmentier 
District 28: Alan Sleeter 
District 29: Judy Buhrandt
District 30: Donald Bartels, Jr.
District 31: David Christianson

(Continued on the following page)
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Town of Brazeau
Town Board Supervisor
Vote for not more than 2
David Parmentier
Rodney J. Gretzon
***********
Town of Little Suamico
Sanitary District Commissioner
Vote for 1
Chad A. Fischer

Referendum Question
“Should the Little Suamico Town Board 
allow ATV/UTV traffic on town roads?”  
(Refer to separate display ad)

***********
Village of Lena
Village Trustee
Vote For Not More Than 3
Linda M. Hinds
Larry Belongia
Craig LeFebre

Municipal Judge
Vote for 1
Russell Buhr
***********
Village of Suring
Village Trustee
Vote For Not More Than 3
John E. Fredenburgh
Angie Whiting
Randy Schuettpelz
David W. Kuchenbecker
Stephanie Lupe

Municipal Judge
Vote for 1
Jeff Whiting
Stephanie Lupe
**********
City of Gillett
Mayor
Vote for 1
Jerry Luther
Joshua McCarthy

Alderperson Ward 1
Vote for 1
Marie Blaser

Alderperson Ward 2
Vote for 1
Sandra Hubbard

Alderperson Ward 3
Vote for 1
Nanette Mohr
**********
City of Oconto
Mayor
Vote for 1
Lloyd Heier

Alderperson At Large
Vote for Not More Than 4
Roger Reed
Tina Frye
Kim M. Bronikowski
Dean Reed
Al Schreiber

Municipal Judge
Vote for 1
Robert Lane
Michael R. Bake
**********
City of Oconto Falls
Mayor
Vote for 1
Brad Rice

Alderperson District 1 Wards 1 & 2 
Vote for 1
Jeff McDonald

Alderperson District 2 Wards 3 & 4
Vote for 1
Marty Coopman

Alderperson District 3 Wards 5 & 6
Vote for 1
Tim Holman

Municipal Judge
Vote for 1
Jim Patenaude
**********
Oconto County Voters will vote for the following 
school board members in their respective 
school districts:

Gillett School District
School Board Member At-Large
Vote for not more than 2
Ronald Lenz
Nanette Mohr
**********
Oconto Unified School District
Rural Seat
Vote for 1
Douglas Thompson

City Seat
Vote for 1
Connie Brabant
**********
Oconto Falls School District
Vote for not more than 2
Adam Adler
Jan Stranz
Randy Vann
**********
Pulaski School Board District
Zone 4 – Townships of Maple Grove and Lessor
Vote for 1
Michael Voelker

Zone 6 – Village of Hobart and Township 
of Oneida
Vote for 1
Heidi Melzer
**********
Suring School District
From the Towns of Bagley, Maple Valley, 
Spruce Area
Vote for 1
Gary Regal

From the Towns of Doty, Mountain, 
Riverview Area
Vote for 1
Cathleen Lundgren

From the Town of How
Vote for 1
David T. Lally

Referendum Question
“Shall the School Board of the Suring Public School 
District be authorized to exceed the revenue limit 
under Section 121.91 of the Wisconsin Statutes 
beginning with the 2020-21 school year through the 
2024-25 school year on a nonrecurring basis by an 
amount of $900,000 each year for the purpose of 
paying District operation and maintenan
ce costs and upgrades and enhancements to 
facilities and equipment, technology, curriculum and
 technical education as provided in the foregoing 
resolution?”  
(Refer to separate display ad)
**********

Kim Pytleski, Oconto County Clerk

The following is a sample of the official ballot: Sample

Sample

Sample

(Continued on the following page)
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Town of Abrams W1-3
Jean Hansen (920) 826-2299
Main Street, Abrams, WI 54101 5877

Town of Bagley W1
Alan Sleeter (920) 590-0198
County Road Z, Pound, WI 54161 9812
Mailing address:  10005 Madsen Rd., Suring, WI 54174

Town of Brazeau W1-3
Brooke Kriescher (920) 897-3855
Parkway Road, Pound, WI 54161 10892

Town of Breed W1
Deanna Tachick (920) 842-2166
State Highway 32, Suring, WI 54174 11155

Town of Chase W1-5
Dan Kroll (920) 822-1560
County Road S, Pulaski, WI 54162 8481

Town of Doty W1
 Cheryl Field (715) 276-7554
County Road T, Mountain, WI 54149 14899

Town of Gillett W1&2
Renee Carlson (920) 819-7475
Town Hall Road, Gillett, WI 54124 10908
Mailing address:  PO Box 605, Gillett, WI 54124

Town of How W1&2
Mary Woods (920) 842-4584
State Highway 32, Suring, WI 54174 12896
Mailing address:  12875 Birch Lane, Suring, WI  54174

Town of Lakewood W1
Denise A. Jackett (715) 276-3579
Twin Pines Road, Lakewood, WI 54138 17181
Mailing address:  PO Box 40, Lakewood, WI 54138

Town of Lena W1
Dawn VanArk (715) 281-4672
Goatsville Road, Lena, WI 54139 6087
Mailing address:  8489 Sunshine Road, Lena, WI  54139

Town of Little River W1&2
Amy Peterson (920) 373-7095
County Road A, Oconto, WI 54153 3627

Town of Little Suamico W1-8
Nikki Tolzman (920) 826-7655
5964A County Road S, Sobieski, WI 54171

Town of Maple Valley W1
Cindy Tousey (920) 598-0601
County Road Z, Suring, WI 54174 9088
Mailing address:  PO Box 384, Suring, WI 54174

Town of Morgan W1&2
Julie Belongia (920) 846-0699
County Road C, Oconto Falls, WI 54154 3276
Mailing address:  4093 Elm Lawn Road, Oconto Falls, WI 54154

Town of Mountain W1
Lynn Kauzlaric (715) 276-6474
Weller Road, Mountain, WI 54149 13503

Town of Oconto W1-3
Lori Scanlan (920) 834-4351
Cream City Road, Oconto, WI 54153 6120
Mailing address:  3649 State Highway 22, Oconto, WI  54153

Town of Oconto Falls W1&2
Heather Fifield (920) 412-8151
State Highway 22, Oconto Falls, WI 54154 8680
Mailing address:  9256 Holtz Road, Oconto Falls, WI  54154

Town of Pensaukee W1&2
Jody Liegeois (920) 826-2010
Brookside Road, Abrams, WI 54101 4684

Town of Riverview W1&2
Beth Hartman (715) 276-6914
State Hwy 32, Mountain, WI 54149 15471
Mailing address:  PO Box 220, Mountain, WI 54149

Town of Spruce W1&2
 Lisa Peitersen (920) 829-5111
County Road B, Oconto Falls, WI 54154 9097
Mailing address:  PO Box 52, Oconto Falls, WI  54154

OCONTO COUNTY LOCATION AND HOURS OF POLLING PLACES
Kim Pytleski, Oconto County Clerk

At the Presidential Preference and General Election to be held on April 7, 2020 in the County of Oconto, the following polling place locations will be 
used for the wards indicated below.  All polling places will be open at 7:00 a.m. and will close at 8:00 p.m.

All polling places are accessible to elderly and disabled voters.
If you have any questions concerning your polling place, contact the municipal clerk.

Town of Stiles W1&2
Marilyn A. Magnin (920) 846-3159
Watercrest Road, Lena, WI 54139 5718
Mailing Address:  7031 Bacon Road, Lena, WI  54139

Town of Townsend W1
Linda Ziegler (715) 276-6856
Elm Street, Townsend, WI 54175 16564
Mailing Address:  PO Box 227, Townsend, WI  54175

Town of Underhill W1
Tracy Winkler (920) 855-2942
Cardinal Road, Gillett, WI 54124 5597

Village of Lena W1
Char Meier (920) 829-5226
E. Main Street, Lena, WI 54139 117

Village of Suring W1
Carol M. Heise (920) 842-2333
E. Main Street, Suring, WI 54174 604

City of Gillett W1-3
 Kim Gruetzmacher (920) 855-2255
N. McKenzie Avenue, Gillett, WI 54124 150

City of Oconto W1-7
Sara Perrizo (920) 834-7711
Main Street, Oconto, WI 54153 1210

City of Oconto Falls W1-6
Nancy Brye (920) 846-4505 x106
N. Chestnut Ave, Oconto Falls, WI  54154 500

Notice of Meeting of the Local 
and Municipal Board of Canvassers

At the close of voting on Election Day, pursuant to the 
provisions of Wis. Stat.§ 19.84, the Election Inspectors will 
convene as a joint meeting of the Local Board of Canvassers 
and the  Municipal Board of Canvassers for the purpose of 
conducting the local and municipal canvasses pursuant to 
Wis. Stat. §§7.51 and 7.53(1).  This meeting will be open to 
the pubic pursuant to Wis. Stat. §§ 19.81-89.

Notice of RefeReNdum electioN
APRIL 7, 2020

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at an election to be held in the several towns, 
villages, wards, and election districts of the State of Wisconsin, on Tuesday, April 7, 2020, the 
following question will be submitted to a vote of the people pursuant to law:

2019 ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION 3

To renumber and amend section 9m of article I; and to create section 9m (1) of article I, 
section 9m

a. of article I, section 9m (5) of article I and section 9m (6) of article I of the 
constitution; relating to: the rights of crime victims (second consideration).

Whereas, the 2017 legislature in regular session considered a proposed amendment to 
the constitution in 2017 Senate Joint Resolution 53, which became 2017 Enrolled Joint 
Resolution 13, and agreed to it by a majority of the members elected to each of the two 
houses, which proposed amendment reads as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 9m of article I of the constitution is renumbered 
section 9m. (2) (intro.) of article I and amended to read:

[Article I] Section 9m (2) (intro.) This state shall treat crime victims, as 
defined by law, with fairness, dignity and respect for their privacy. This 
state shall ensure that crime victims have all of the following privileges 
and protections as provided by law: In order to preserve and protect 
victims’ rights to justice and due process throughout the criminal and 
juvenile justice process, victims shall be entitled to all of the following 
rights, which shall vest at the time of victimization and be protected by law 

in a manner no less vigorous than the protections afforded to the accused:
(a) To be treated with dignity, respect, courtesy, sensitivity, and fairness.
(b) To privacy.
(c) To proceedings free from unreasonable delay.
(d) To timely disposition of the case; the opportunity to attend court, 

free from
1. unreasonable delay.

(e) Upon request, to attend all proceedings unless the trial 
court finds sequestration is necessary to a fair trial for the 
defendant; involving the case.

(f) To reasonable protection from the accused throughout the 
criminal and juvenile justice process;.

(g) Upon request, to reasonable and timely notification of court 
proceedings; the

2. opportunity to.
(h)    Upon request, to confer with the prosecution; the opportunity 

to make a statement to the court at disposition; attorney for the 
government.

3. (i)    Upon request, to be heard in any proceeding during which a 
right of the victim

4. is implicated, including release, plea, sentencing, disposition, 
parole, revocation, expungement, or pardon.

(j) To have information pertaining to the economic, physical, and 
psychological effect upon the victim of the offense submitted to the 
authority with jurisdiction over the case and to have that information 
considered by that authority.

(Continued on the following page) (Continued on the following page)
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5. 1.225

SECTION 2. Section 9m (1) of article I of the constitution is created to 

read: [Article I] Section 9m (1) (a) In this section, notwithstanding 

any statutory right,

privilege, or protection, “victim” means any of the following:

1. A person against whom an act is committed that would 

constitute a crime if committed by a competent adult.

2. If the person under subd. 1. is deceased or is physically or 

emotionally unable to exercise his or her rights under this 

section, the person’s spouse, parent or legal guardian, sibling, 

child, person who resided with the deceased at the time of death, 

or other lawful representative.

3. If the person under subd. 1. is a minor, the person’s parent, 

legal guardian or custodian, or other lawful representative.

4. If the person under subd. 1. is adjudicated incompetent, the person’s 

legal guardian or other lawful representative.

(b) “Victim” does not include the accused or a person who the court finds 
would not act in the best interests of a victim who is deceased, 

incompetent, a minor, or physically or emotionally unable to 

exercise his or her rights under this section.

SECTION 3. Section 9m (4) of article I of the constitution is created to 

read: 

[Article I] Section 9m (4) (a) In addition to any other available enforcement 

of rights

or remedy for a violation of this section or of other rights, privileges, or protections

provided by law, the victim, the victim’s attorney or other lawful representative, or the 

attorney for the government upon request of the victim may assert and seek in any circuit

court or before any other authority of competent jurisdiction, enforcement of the rights in this 

section and any other right, privilege, or protection afforded to the victim by law. The court or 

other authority with jurisdiction over the case shall act promptly on such a request and afford 

a remedy for the violation of any right of the victim. The court or other authority with jurisdiction 

over the case shall clearly state on the record the reasons for any decision regarding the 

disposition of a victim’s right and shall provide those reasons to the victim or the victim’s 

attorney or other lawful representative.

(b) Victims may obtain review of all adverse decisions concerning their rights as 

victims by courts or other authorities with jurisdiction under par. (a) by filing petitions for 
supervisory writ in the court of appeals and supreme court.

SECTION 4. Section 9m (5) of article I of the constitution is created to read: [Article 

I] Section 9m (5) This section does not create any cause of action for

damages against the state; any political subdivision of the state; any officer, employee, or
agent of the state or a political subdivision of the state acting in his or her official capacity; or 
any officer, employee, or agent of the courts acting in his or her official capacity.

SECTION 5. Section 9m (6) of article I of the constitution is created to read: [Article 

I] Section 9m (6) This section is not intended and may not be interpreted

to supersede a defendant’s federal constitutional rights or to afford party status in a

proceeding to any victim.

SECTION 6. Numbering of new provisions. If another constitutional amendment 

ratified by the people creates the number of any provision created in this joint resolution, the 
chief of the legislative reference bureau shall determine the sequencing and the

numbering of the provisions whose numbers conflict.
 Now, therefore, be it resolved by the senate, the assembly concurring, That 
the foregoing

proposed amendment to the constitution is agreed to by the 2019 legislature; and, be it 

further

 Resolved, That the foregoing proposed amendment to the constitution be 

submitted to a vote of the people at the election to be held on the first Tuesday in April 2020; 
and, be it further

 Resolved, That the question concerning ratification of the foregoing proposed 
amendment to the constitution be stated on the ballot as follows:

 Question 1: “Additional rights of crime victims. Shall section 9m of article I 

of the constitution, which gives certain rights to crime victims, be amended to give crime 

victims additional rights, to require that the rights of crime victims be protected with equal 

force to the protections afforded the accused while leaving the federal constitutional rights 

of the accused intact, and to allow crime victims to enforce their rights in court?”

EXPLANATION

The Wisconsin Constitution, article I, section 9m, currently provides that the state shall 

treat crime victims “with fairness, dignity and respect for their privacy.” That provision also 

mandates that the state ensure that crime victims have certain “privileges and protections” 

relative to the accused and the criminal case. Separate from these constitutional provisions, 

chapter 950 of the Wisconsin Statutes provides a “bill of rights” for victims and witnesses of 

crimes. 

The proposed amendment would make five general changes to article I, section 9m, of the 
Wisconsin Constitution. 

First, in 16 subsections, the proposed amendment would expand the rights of victims by 

creating additional rights and incorporating other statutory rights into the constitution. 

Second, the proposed amendment would incorporate into the constitution a definition of 
“victim” similar to the definition currently in statute. 

Third, the proposed amendment would create an additional mechanism by which victims 

could enforce their rights as victims. 

Fourth, the proposed amendment would incorporate into the constitution a limit on 

governmental liability for any violation of victims’ rights, similar to the limit currently provided 

by statute. 

Fifth, the proposed amendment would provide that it may not be interpreted to supersede a 

defendant’s federal constitutional rights or afford party status in a proceeding to any victim. 

A “yes” vote on this question would amend the Wisconsin Constitution as summarized 

above. 

A “no” vote on this question would decline to amend the Wisconsin Constitution as 

summarized above. A “no” vote would not alter existing protections for crime victims.

DONE in the County of Oconto this 3rd day of April 2020.  

Kim Pytleski, Oconto County Clerk
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OCONTO — Two local referendum 
questions and a handful of contested 
races are on the ballot in several 
Oconto County municipalities when 
voters go to the polls (or send in 
their absentee ballots) for Tuesday’s 
spring election.

The Suring School District is ask-
ing voters for permission to exceed 
state-imposed revenue limits by 
$900,000 yearly for five years start-
ing with the 2021-22 academic year. 
It would be a renewal of a five-year 
commitment approved in 2015, under 
which the district has been exceed-
ing the limits by $750,000 annually.

The Little Suamico Town Board 
voted in September to place an 
advisory referendum on the April 

ballot regarding whether to allow all-
terrain and utility vehicles to operate 
on town roads.

In Gillett, interim Mayor Josh Mc-
Carthy is challenged by Jerry Luther, 
owner of the Gillett Shell Station 
for the past 16 years. McCarthy was 
City Council president when former 
Mayor James Beaton resigned in 
October and has handled the mayor’s 
duties since then.

A registered write-in candidate 
emerged for the Gillett School Board, 
where incumbent Ron Lenz and 
former board member Nanette Mohr 
are on the ballot. Katie Daul works 
in administration at HSHS St. Clare 
Memorial Hospital. Voters may vote 
for up to two board members; incum-
bent Tracy Winkler decided not to 
run for re-election.

There are also three candidates 
for two seats on the Oconto Falls 
School Board, where incumbent 
Lisa Peitersen is not seeking another 
term. Incumbent Jan Stranz is on the 
ballot with challengers Adam Adler 

and Randy Vann.
Five people are running for 

three positions on the Suring Vil-
lage Board, incumbents Randy 
Schuettpelz and Dave Kuchenbecker 
and challengers John E. Fredenburgh, 
Stephanie Lupe and Angie Whiting.

Lupe and Jeff Whiting are vying 
for the right to succeed Municipal 
Judge Philip Fischer.

There are five candidates for four 
seats on the Oconto City Council, 
incumbents Kim Bronikowski, Dean 
Reed, Roger Reed and Al Schreiber, 
along with challenger Tina Frye.

Of the 31 districts comprising 
the Oconto Board of Supervisors, 
28 have only one candidate running 
unopposed. 

The three contested races are:
In District 2, representing part of 

the town of Little Suamico, incum-
bent Marcia Ellis is challenged by 
David Pribyl.

Incumbent Supervisor David Beh-
rend is challenged for reelection by 
Fran Wranosky in a rematch of the 

2018 election in District 7, which rep-
resents parts of the towns of Chase 
and Morgan. Behrend won that race 
by just one vote.

Supervisor Richard Nelson is not 
running for re-election in District 24, 
serving part of the town of Gillett 
and part of the city of Gillett. Former 
Gillett mayor and alderwoman Irene 
Drake faces Tracy Ondik, director of 
the Gillett Area Ambulance Service.

Statewide, voters have a partisan 
presidential primary and a choice for 
Supreme Court between Justice Dan-
iel Kelly and challenger Jill Karofsky, 
as well as a state constitutional ques-
tion related to the rights of crime 
victims.

Although all but Joe Biden and 
Bernie Sanders have dropped out, 
12 candidates are on the Democratic 
presidential primary ballot. President 
Donald Trump is unopposed for the 
Republican nomination.

Oconto Co. voters have few decisions
Most candidates 
are unopposed

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.NEWMEDIA-WI.COM FOR THE LATEST COVID-19 INFORMATION

See related story on Page 43.
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OCONTO — Although the state 
seemed to be preparing to conduct 
the April 7 election despite the 
general coronavirus precautions, the 
Oconto County Board was planning 
to meet Tuesday to discuss the pos-
sibility the election would be post-
poned.

The agenda for the Tuesday after-
noon meeting included a resolution 
extending the terms of the 31 incum-
bent supervisors in the event of an 
election postponement.

By state law, the county board’s 

term begins on the third Tuesday 
in April after the election. A federal 
judge on Friday denied the city of 
Green Bay’s lawsuit to postpone the 
election, but other lawsuits remained 
pending to delay the election or tally-
ing the results until as late as June 1.

The resolution before the board 
would appoint the incumbents effec-
tive April 21 and continuing “until a 
successor qualifies.”

The board was also to consider 
adoption of revisions to the county’s 
employee handbook to bring it in 
line with the federal Families First 
Coronavirus Response Act signed 
into law by President Donald Trump 
last week.

Public Health Manager Deb 
Konitzer was also expected to pro-
vide an update on the county’s activi-
ties in light of the statewide Safer At 
Home program.

The board was scheduled to meet 
at 1 p.m. Tuesday, after this edition 
was sent to press. Watch for meeting 
coverage at newmedia-wi.com.

Oconto County Board 
moves to extend terms

Resolution covers 
eventualities in 

case of a postponed 
election

By WARREN BLUHM

N E W S  B R I E F S
PSC OK’s transmission 
linerebuild into county

PEWAUKEE — The state Public 
Service Commission has approved an 
electric reliability transmission line 
rebuild project between the Bayport 
Substation in Brown County and the 
Pioneer Substation in Oconto County.

American Transmission Co. sub-
mitted its application for the Bayport-
Pioneer rebuild project last spring, 
and the order for the certificate of 
authority was issued March 19.

“The existing Bayport-Pioneer 
transmission line infrastructure needs 
to be rebuilt and upgraded to better 
serve the electric needs in Brown and 
Oconto counties,” said Jim Pericolosi, 
ATC project manager. “The PSC’s 
approval to replace outdated struc-
tures and wires significantly improves 
the region’s electric reliability and 
supports the area’s economic growth, 
which has been increasing over the 
last several years.”

The project was announced in 
early 2018 and includes replacing 
the transmission structures between 
the Bayport and Pioneer substations, 
replacing existing 69-kilovolt wires 
with 138-kilovolt wires, installing a 

second set of 138-kilovolt wires and 
making upgrades at the Bayport, Pio-
neer, Pulliam, Sobieski and Suamico 
substations.

The project is estimated to cost 
$47 million. Construction is projected 
to begin in late 2020, with an in-ser-
vice date of 2022.

State grants $186K 
for county broadband 

OCONTO — The Oconto County 
Economic Development Corp. and 
Bertram Communications have been 
awarded $182,058 for Phase II of a 
fixed wireless project to expand high-
speed internet access in the northern 
sections of the county.

One of 72 grants the state Public 
Service Commission awarded in the 
latest round of Broadband Expan-
sion Grants, this phase of the project 
is expected to help build and equip 
two wireless towers in the towns of 
Spruce and Mountain.

The fixed wireless service will 
reach 18 business and 301 residential 
locations within the footprint of the 
antennas. The County Board in De-
cember pledged $2,000 to the project, 
and OCEDC is adding $500.
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