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BIG STUDENTS WORK ON TINY HOUSES
Wittenberg-Birnamwood High School students Logan Balliett and Deakyn Suess are installing the electrical wiring for the loft area in the tiny house project they are 
working on in their technology education class. FOR THE FULL STORY, SEE PAGE 2. MIRIAM NELSON | NEW MEDIA
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WITTENBERG — Caleb McPhail, 
the new technology education and 
woodworking teacher at Wittenberg-
Birnamwood High School, found a 
project that gives students the oppor-
tunity to learn several aspects of the 
construction trades industry.

Building a tiny house is a year-long 
project that will be a hands-on experi-
ence for about 35 students, encompass-
ing different classes.

At the beginning of the school 
year, there was a speaker who came 
to address the WBHS teachers. A slide 
show presentation showed a school 
in Missouri doing this kind of project. 
McPhail contacted the teacher in Mis-
souri, who put him in contact with the 
tiny house buyer in Colorado.

The buyer has a large lot in a high 
elevation city in Colorado. He buys 
the tiny houses, puts them on his lot 
and rents them out through Airbnb, an 
online marketing service for lodging 
accommodations in homes in travel 
destinations.

According to McPhail, the cost of 
materials is $30,000. The buyer pays 
for materials and pays an additional 
10 percent, which goes to fund future 
programs at WBHS.

The design was established ahead 
of time. The 26-foot trailer holds a 
400 square-foot house which has a 
bedroom, loft, kitchen, living room 
and bathroom. The building and trailer 
cannot be more than 13 feet higher 
there would need to be special permits 
to transport it. The developer will 
come to transport it once the unit is 
completed at the end of the school 
year.

Senior Sam Fraaza has been ac-
cepted into the University of Wiscon-
sin-Platteville for civil engineering and 
is working on the tiny house project.

“It’s interesting to see how to get 
everything to fit within the confines 
of the tiny house,” said Fraaza, “I 
think this is a little different aspect of 
building because of the steel structure 
rather than the traditional wood.”

There is a queen-size bed in the 
main level bedroom and one in the loft 
as well. The L-shaped couch can be 
used as an extra bed or the short part 
of the couch can be stored underneath 
the bed if more room is needed.

The kitchen will have a small sink, 
two cabinets and an apartment-size 

refrigerator that is 24 inches wide. It 
will also have a two-burner electric 
cooktop and a microwave.

The students will design and build 
a barn door slide for the bathroom 
which will have a toilet, sink and 
shower. The toilet and water plumbing 
works with the same standard hookups 
used in recreation vehicles.

There are also specific building 
requirements to follow regarding 
plumbing and insulation, and special 
windows designed for high altitude 
living.

Prior to this year, McPhail worked 
in private industry. He had his own 
business for several years doing cus-
tom wood cabinetry and also worked 
in Crandon at Pump Town Manufac-
turing managing the wood department 
for several years.

“I coached high school hockey in 
Antigo for several years so I knew I 
liked working with that age group,” 
said McPhail. “I hadn’t planned on 
being a teacher but when I found out 
I could teach high school based on 
my work experience it seemed like it 
would be a good fit.”

McPhail wanted to do something 
more than just a project of sides and 
roofs and framing. He wanted some-
thing that was small enough scale 
that it could be completed within the 

school year but would also teach skills 
for electrical, plumbing and flooring.

“Even though it’s a small project 
there is a lot to finish it up by the end 
of the school year,” said McPhail.

McPhail has been proactive in 
securing donations to help out the 
program. When he learned WBHS is a 
customer of Wisconsin Public Service 
he applied for and received a $1,000 
grant, which will be used to buy tools 
needed to do the detail work on the 
tiny house project.

McPhail saw a picture in a maga-
zine where a school was thanking Mil-
waukee Tool for their donations. He 
went on their website and sent them 
a letter about the tiny house project. 
Milwaukee Tool sent them a pallet of 
cordless saws and drills. McPhail esti-
mates it was about a $12,000 to $15,000 
donation.

“For the kids it was like an early 
Christmas present,” said McPhail.

The building trades class, a group 
of 12 boys, is responsible for most of 
the build as part of their year-long 
class. The drafting, furniture design 
and construction methods classes have 
been involved. McPhail noted that 
most of the students in his classes are 
boys, but there are several girls taking 
the architecture and design classes.

Tiny house project comes to WBHS
New teacher  

embraces the challenge
By MIRIAM NELSON

Caleb McPhail is the new technology education and woodshop teacher at Wittenberg-Birnamwood 
High School. He is standing outside of the 400 square foot tiny house, a project for his junior and 
seniors students. 
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This is the time of year where 
many people take stock of where 
they’ve been and where they want 
to be.

The internet is filled with sage 
advice offered by the famous, the 
infamous and the old reliable – 
anonymous. With the click of a 
“like” or a “ha ha” or “sad face” 
button, you can let the world know 
what a particular saying means to 
you. Seeing the reactions of others 
gives you an indicator of where you 
stand in relation to those you’ve let 
into your circle of friendship.

At different stages in my life, I 
have related to different phrases as 
I’ve experienced them.

In my college years, I was moti-
vated by the sayings that made me 
feel I could accomplish anything. I 
remember traveling around Europe 
for a month, footloose and fancy 
free, with a small travel bag and a 
book that spelled out how to see 
it all for very little money. It was 
January when I arrived and my 
functional winter coat had a little 
tin pin with “Hello world, it’s me!” 
on it.

Ah, sweet 
mystery of 
youth. How sure 
I was that the 
world was hap-
py to see me just 
because I was 
happy to see it. 
The best thing 
about youth is 
that “ignorance 

is bliss” gets you through a lot of 
experiences you might not have 
tried had you known the cost. The 
worst thing about youth is when 
you realize the flaws in something 
you felt was an absolute truth. I like 
to refer to this as the time when 
“your youthful ignorance is working 
against you.”

Those middle years were filled 
with a variety of opportunities 
to make my way in the world. I’ll 
admit to taking offense to some 
of the sayings that annoyed me 
along the way. I especially grew to 
dislike “When God closes a door, 
somewhere he opens a window.” I 
remember distinctly telling Mom 
that I was pretty sick of climbing 

through windows. At least we had 
a good laugh over my observation, 
which taught me that as long as I 
have my sense of humor, I can get 
through most anything.

I wish I could remember a phrase 
or a quote from the year I turned 
37. For that one year, everything 
seemed to fall into place. I had a 
calmness and inner peace I hadn’t 
experienced before. Nothing had 
changed, I still was underemployed, 
no man in my life and still had to 
have roommates to survive the cost 
of living in Minneapolis. Somehow 
nothing bothered or annoyed me. 
Not sure why it only lasted a year. 
I never got that feeling of content-
ment back, but I enjoyed it while it 
lasted and tell myself I just may feel 
that way again.

It’s hard to figure out what sage 
wisdom guides me now. Half the 
time I’m rolling my eyes, annoyed 

at the world. The other half is spent 
giggling, especially when I hear or 
read something Dad would have 
said to brighten my day. What I 
know for sure is that I don’t respond 
to the negative phrases anymore, 
just the funny ones because I know 
that no matter what, I love to laugh.

Words of wisdom picked up along the way

Miriam Nelson is the news editor of the Wittenberg 
Enterprise and Birnamwood News. Readers can contact 

her at mnelson@newmedia-wi.com

MIRIAM NELSON

Visit us online at  
www.newmedia-wi.com



PAGE 4  www.newmedia-wi.com   WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2020

I’ve been trying to figure out how 
to give a thumbnail sketch of “Case 
Histories” by Kate Atkinson, but it is a 
real challenge. The cases in this book 
are intertwined and the characters 
loosely connected so one can’t give a 
linear narrative, but I’ll try.

This book follows British police 
inspector turned private detective 

Jackson Brodie 
as he struggles to 
solve four cases 
while dealing 
with being a 
divorced father. 
More upsetting, 
his ex-wife tells 
him she and 
her new lover 
are taking his 
daughter to New 
Zealand.

It has been 10 years since Laura 
Wyre had been brutally murdered on 
her first day at her father’s law firm. 
Theo Wyre has never given up on 
finding her killer and hires Jackson to 
do just that. Jackson isn’t optimistic, 
but finds the case more interesting 
than helping his elderly client Binky 
Rain find her missing cats.

Interviewing those who knew Lau-
ra is difficult, as most of her friends 
and classmates have moved on. The 
one woman who knew her well has 
remarried and lives in Australia.

Within days, he is called by Amelia 
and Julia Land. Their father has just 
died and while cleaning his study, 
they discovered Blue Mouse — a 
beloved stuffed animal that had be-
longed to their missing sister, Olivia. 
On a hot summer night about 20 years 
ago, Olivia and Amelia had been al-
lowed to sleep in a tent. Amelia woke 
up during the night and discovered 
that 3-year-old Olivia was gone with-
out a trace.

The police found no leads, and the 
case went cold. Now the sisters want 
to know if their father had something 
to do with Olivia’s disappearance. 
While they readily share whatever 
they recall, their older sister, Sylvia, 
is now in a convent and obviously 
knows something she refuses to share.

Now Jackson must divide his time 
between two cold cases and an ec-
centric old woman. To his surprise, 
the Land house is directly behind 
Binky Rain’s property. She tells him 

that the Land girls were a bit wild and 
poorly supervised often sneaking into 
her garden steal apples and call her a 
witch.

Before Jackson makes any head-
way in either case, he is hired by 
Shirley Morrison. Twenty-five years 
ago, her sister Michelle snapped and 
killer her husband. She asked Shirley 
to raise her daughter, Tanya, but the 
courts gave the baby to the late hus-
band’s parents. By her teens, Tanya 
had run away, and Shirley wants Jack-
son to find her. She even sleeps with 
him to seal the deal. When he finds 
out she is married, he drops the case.

In a strange twist of fate, all the 
main characters happen to interact 
with a thin, yellow-haired homeless 
girl. She says her name is Lily-Rose 
but hints that is not her given name.

As Jackson works all the cases, it 
becomes clear that someone is trying 
to kill him. A concussion, a damaged 
brake line and food poisoning leave 
him feeling and looking rough. By the 
last page, most mysteries are solved 
and most questions are answered, but 
not all of them are clear and concise. 
As I said, this is a tangled tale, but 
hard to put down.

A tangled tale weaves 
together unsolved mysteries

AT A GLANCE
BOOK: “Case Histories”
AUTHOR: Kate Atkinson
PUBLISHER: Little, Brown and Company
PUBLISHED: Oct. 15, 2007
PAGES: 434

JAN JONES

B O O KS  &  ST U F F
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UW forum 
looks at 
farmers’ 

challenging 
times ahead

GREEN BAY — UW-Extension 
programs in Brown, Kewaunee, Door, 
Marinette, Oconto, Outagamie and 
Shawano counties will be hosting 
“Supporting Farmers During Challeng-
ing Times” on Jan. 31 at Tundra Lodge, 
Green Bay.

There will be two sessions: 9-11:30 
a.m. for agribusiness professionals 
and agency staff and 12:30-3 p.m. for 
producers and farmers.

In both sessions, Dr. Mark Ste-
phenson, director of dairy policy 
analysis for the UW-Madison Divi-
sion of Extension, will present a ses-
sion titled “Hardening Your Client’s 
Business.” Jerry Clark, agriculture 
agent for the Chippewa County 
Division of Extension, will present 
on the changing weather in the state 
and how it’s impacting Wisconsin 
agriculture.

There will be producer panels 
in both sessions. For the agribusi-
ness session, producers will discuss 
experiences and tips about working 
with clients exiting/transitioning to a 
different enterprise, while producers 
and farmers will get a session where 
local producers discuss adjusting to 
life after farming or transitioning to a 
different enterprise.

The meetings are open to all 
individuals wishing to learn more on 
how to support their farm families 
and clientele.

RSVPs are required by Jan. 15. 
For information, go to https://
fyi.extension.wisc.edu/dairy/
events/supporting-farmers-during-
challenging-times-7.

To register, visit https://supporting 
farmers.eventbrite.com or contact 
Shawano County agriculture agent 
Kimberly Schmidt at 715-526-6136.

www.newmedia-
wi.com
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YOUR 
PHOTOS

WE

BUT SOMETIMES THEY DON’T LOVE US BACK
Sometimes, what looks really good in the viewfinder of a camera doesn’t 
look good in a newspaper. Here is a tip from your friends at NEW Media 

to help make sure the photos you send to the newspaper make it in...

A public service announcement from

PHOTOS OUT OF FOCUS
Don’t adjust your glasses. The photo you see above is blurry. While most 
photos that come in to the newspaper are clear as glass, there are a few 
submitted where the focus is off. Most photos look clear in a camera’s 
viewfinder when it’s a 2-inch square, but most newspaper photos are 
not run at 2 inches in size, and blur will not be evident in photos until 
they’re viewed at full size. Blurry photos are not easily fixable, so we’ll 
likely not run a photo if it’s going to cause our readers eye strain.

TIPS TO HELP:
X When taking photos, try to take them in a well-lit area. Even though 
most cameras today have auto-focus capabilities, darker areas require 
a slower shutter speed to get a good photo, and slower shutter speeds 
sometimes result in blurry photos if someone’s hands are shaking.
X Once you’ve taken your photos, examine them in your camera’s 
viewfinder. Zoom in on the view to make sure there’s no blur; don’t 
accept the initial view as a sign the photo isn’t blurry.

WITTENBERG — Wittenberg Tele-
phone Company and its subsidiary 
Cirrinity are in the third year of an 
eight-year project to offer fiber optic 
broadband connections in the area.

According to CEO Scott Nyman, 
the company has already laid 106 miles 
of cable. The area covered is between 
Galloway to Elderon, the whole village 
of Eland, rural areas toward County 
Road OO and state Highway 29 and 
east of Eland toward Shepley. Those 
projects are ongoing.

Also added this year was the village 
of Birnamwood. WTC is connecting to 
homes instead of to just cell towers.

“Our core services of internet, tele-
phone or television are done with fiber 
optic connections which can provide 
gigabit speed,” said Nyman, “which is 
the fastest connection you can have for 
residential use.”

This summer WTC/Cirrinty 
hooked the Matsche Center in Birnam-
wood to the fiber optic broadband. Ny-
man noted that though they’ve always 
been in the area, the competitors have 
done a better job of letting customers 
know what is being offered. Nyman 
hopes to get the word out, where WTC 
is connecting directly to homes.

Cirrinity is the name for services 
provided outside of the Wittenberg 

area. According to Nyman, the city of 
Antigo had built a fiber network and 
then ran into some roadblocks. WTC 
bought them out in 2010 and named 
the company Cirrinity.

The state of Wisconsin has been 
offering grants through the Public Ser-
vice Commission to increase broad-
band in rural unserved or underserved 
areas. Through these grants, Cirrinity 
has been able to expand the service 
area. Nyman says any new grants are 
being used on fiber optic networks.

The company encourages input 
from local residents, according to 
Nyman. They log each inquiry and 
use the data to help determine where 
should be the next expansions.

Nyman said that according to a 
recent seminar by the Realtor Asso-
ciation, “What internet is available?” 
is one of the most asked questions of 
people looking to buy homes.

“With more people using the inter-
net for education, medical attention 
and working from home we like to 
work with local realtors to make sure 
people will have their needs met be-
fore purchasing a home,” said Nyman.

WTC is a privately-owned, third 
generation family company. In 2021, it 
will be celebrating 100 years in busi-
ness.

More information is available at 
wittenbergnet.net or cirrinity.net. or 
call 715-253-2111.

Wittenberg Telephone Co. 
adds more fiber optic cable

By MIRIAM NELSON

Soup’s on at  
Shawano library

Shawano County Library is “soup-
er” excited for the return of Soup on 
Fridays during January.

A different soup will be provided 
for free each week. Soups include 
lasagna soup Friday Jan. 10, loaded 

hash brown on Jan. 17, loaded cauli-
flower on Jan. 24 and hearty veg-
etable barley on Jan. 31. Soup will be 
available from 11 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. 
or until the soup is gone.

These programs are funded by the 
Friends of Shawano County Librar-
ies, Inc. For information, contact the 
library at 715-526-3829.
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