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The gift of reading is 
something that can last the 
whole year, and there are 
plenty of amazing books 
that would be ideal to give 
as Christmas presents. 
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Books make for 
good presents         

Protect trees  
in wintertime
Critters are hungry, and 
they view trees as a place to 
get a good meal, but there 
are ways you can protect 
your trees during the winter 
months.
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GOAT PROVIDES MILK FOR WONDERFUL SOAP
Clary the goat provides a gallon of milk a day to feed the Hippe Homestead humans and support Andrea Hippe’s soap-making hobby. Hippe runs a farm in Eland. FOR 
THE FULL STORY, SEE PAGES 2-3. MIRIAM NELSON | NEW MEDIA
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COMMUNITY   
Downtown Tigerton is 
green this time of year as 
the annual Festival of Trees 
is in full swing at the 1905 
Village Hall.
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Zach Fehrman 
leads young team
The Bowler High School 
senior is keeping the team 
on track as it adjusts to 
having a new head coach.
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& BIRNAMWOOD NEWS Hippe finds wild adventures 
right in her own backyard

Hobby farm works 
toward self-sufficiency

By MIRIAM NELSON

ELAND — Some people travel the 
world in search of adventure, and 
others find it in their own backyards.

Andrea Hippe is finding the fulfill-
ment of living her best life as she 
homeschools her twins and raises 
animals on her family’s hobby farm.

To become more self-sufficient, 
the stay-at-home mom says they are 
raising ducks, chickens, geese and 
goats. New this year, they’ve also 
decided to raise pigs. She said she’s 
gotten a lot of their information from 
the internet; other knowledge they’ve 
had to learn firsthand. This sum-
mer, the family planted pumpkins 
and squash in the garden solely to 
provide food for their pigs.

“You really don’t save money 
raising your own pigs,” said Hippe, 
who has a pair of pigs being fed and 
fattened to eventually provide meat 
for the family.

Goats are a different story, ac-
cording to Hippe. By breeding and 
selling baby goats and turning one 
goat’s milk into soaps, she said she 
makes enough money to pay for their 
hay and oats.

Her production of goat soaps, 
which she says is still in the hobby 
stage, has nonetheless allowed her 
to attend several craft fairs. The past 
two weekends, she has been at local 
fairs and has done quite well in sell-
ing her products.

A customer of hers had come to 
Wittenberg from Green Bay just to 
purchase more of her soap. Hippe 
met the customer at the Shawano 
Folk Festival in August a couple of 
years ago when she was a vendor at 
the event.

Hippe makes her soap with goat 
milk and lye, using essential oils for 
scents. She makes about 30 different 
scented soaps. Some of the scents 
are re-created as popular mixes used 
in diffusers, but sometimes it takes a 
bit of adjusting to get the right scent. 

Hippe notes that others who make 
goat soap use mostly water and only 
a small amount of goat’s milk. She 
chooses to use all goat milk because 
she feels the end product has better 
moisturizing properties.

Clarey is the name of the only 
milker in her herd of goats. She 
produces a gallon a day. Some of that 
goes to feed the family in the form 
of kefir, soft cheese, caramel sauce 
or drinking milk; the rest gets turned 
into soap.

Hippe has two male goats and six 
females, which are bred and their 
offspring sold as pets. Males go for 
$125, and females go for $150. She 

raises Nubian and Nigerian Dwarf 
goats. She says there are other goat 
breeds that would be good for meat, 
but she will probably never raise any 
of those since she views her goats as 
pets.

Hippe and her husband, Matthew, 
also butcher their own chickens and 
ducks. They’ve learned a few hard 
lessons along the way. She noted 
that ducks need to be butchered at a 
certain time of year or you‘ll end up 
spending a lot of time plucking out 
the tiny feathers.

“I was up very late one night 
plucking the ducks, only to discover 
we don’t like the taste of duck,” said 

Andrea Hippe feeds the pigs that are new this year to her family’s hobby farm. She and her husband, 
Matthew, also raise goats, chickens, ducks and geese. 



WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2019  PAGE 3

Hippe, amused by the revelation.
Hippe said they do like the eggs the 

ducks produce as they are more nutri-
tious than chicken eggs and are really 
good for baking.

In between caring for her barnyard 
full of animals, Hippe also home-
schools her 7-year-old twins, Fenton 
and Silas. With a degree in educa-

tional interpreting, she has been doing 
sign language in schools for 12 years.

When the boys were born, she 
decided to stay at home until they 
were able to go to 4-year-old kinder-
garten, but when they were struggling 
in kindergarten, she decided since she 
had the qualifications and experience 
in teaching, she would homeschool 

them. She noted there is also a very 
good home educator group in Wit-
tenberg.

The farm sits on just 3.5 acres and 
was Hippe’s family homestead. Her 
parents never had animals, so there 
was a lot of work that needed to be 
done to transform it into a hobby 
farm.

Before they could entertain the 
thought of raising animals, the couple 
needed to clear some of the land, 
which was overgrown with trees, 
vines and bushes. They built a barn to 
house the goats and fenced in the area 
around it. She realizes however, that 
they made more work for themselves 

by not having one end of the barn 
outside the fence and nearer to the 
driveway to make it easier to unload 
and store hay.

Next summer, Hippe plans to have 
a larger garden and jokes that the 
twins will hopefully become better 
weeders to help out.

Although the idea of becoming self-
sufficient and go entirely off the grid 
is appealing, she believes that would 
require a move to a warmer climate — 
a move they’re not yet ready to make.

Hippe can be reached at 715-432-
9155 or hippehomestead@gmail.com.

mnelson@newmedia-wi.com

Chasing chickens is part of the fun of living on a farm. Seven-year-old Fenton enjoys life on the Hippe 
Homestead, just south of Eland. 
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Pretty lights can chase all your blues away
In spite of the cold, I still enjoy 

this time of the year. There’s some-
thing about the cold that makes 
you feel very much alive, or at least 
reminds you that you’re not dead.

I’m grateful I have a car to 
transport me. 
Although I may 
silently curse 
the time it takes 
to warm up the 
interior during 
this time of year, 
I do try to use 
that time to my 
advantage.

Just the other 
night, I had a 

short distance to drive, but I decided 
to make the most of it and drive 
around the village looking at all the 

Christmas lights hugging houses and 
lawns. By the time I made it home, I 
was toasty and warm and filled with 
residual good cheer from having seen 
so many pretty lights. It’s hard to be 
gloomy when there are pretty lights 
to be seen.

When my sister and I were 
roommates in Minneapolis, we took 
Christmas lights and stapled them 
to the ceiling of the narrow hallway. 
We would plug them in before going 
out and when we got home, it was 
a cozy feeling seeing those colored 
lights hanging down the pathways to 
our bedrooms. We left them up for 
many years.

Those kind of memories remind 
me to thank God that I’m so easily 
amused.

Each year, I think I’m going to 

decorate the outside of my house 
with lights and bows and garland 
and everything else that smacks of 
Christmas. And every year, I remem-
ber that I’m vertically challenged and 
could probably do some serious dam-
age if I tried using a step ladder to 
reach anything past my 5-foot, 2-inch 
stature.

At one time, my nephew was 
thinking about getting into the home 
decorating business and planned to 
set up lights and decorations for the 
holidays. Even though Illinois was 
a long way for him to come just to 
do my lights, I was hopeful that he 
would do it. Unfortunately for me, 
he sought another type of employ-
ment. It’s probably just as well, since 
I wouldn’t want him to take the lights 
down at the end of the season.

I’m contemplating putting up a 
tree this year. It’s all boxed up and 
waiting for me in the attic. The 
trouble this year is where to put it. 
Now that I work out of my home 
and have all the archives lining the 
walls, I don’t really have a space for 
it. I could put up my smaller one, 
but I think my Harry Potter orna-
ments would overwhelm the tree. 
Yes, I have HP ornaments; please 
see earlier statement of being easily 
amused.

Perhaps if I spent as much time 
doing things as I do thinking about 
things I would get more done. An 
interesting theory. Maybe one day I’ll 
put it to the test.

Miriam Nelson is the news editor of the Wittenberg 
Enterprise and Birnamwood News. Readers can contact 

her at mnelson@newmedia-wi.com

MIRIAM NELSON

Building challenges for 
kids at Wausau library

Kids in grades K-5 can participate 

in the monthly building challenge 
using a variety of building supplies 
Wednesday from 3:30-6:30 p.m. at the 
Marathon County Public Library’s 

Wausau headquarters, 300 N. First 
St., Wausau.

This month, there is the oppor-
tunity for kids to create houses, 

lairs and other buildings. The event 
is free, and all supplies are pro-
vided. Call 715-261-7220 for infor-
mation.
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Legals
WNAXLP

#1236
STATE OF WISCONSIN

CIRCUIT COURT
MENOMINEE COUNTY
CASE NO. 19SC000055

SMALL CLAIMS AMENDED SUMMONS
COTTONWOOD FINANCIAL WISCONSIN
LLC DBA THE CASH STORE
A FOREIGN LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY
Plaintiff
Vs.
RAYMOND J LAROCK II
Defendant
To: Raymond J Larock II
N1065 Onanekwat Resort West Rd
Keshena WI 54135
You are being sued by: COTTONWOOD FINANCIAL
WISCONSIN  LLC DBA THE CASH STORE A FOREIGN
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY in the Small Claims Court of
MENOMINEE County, located at PO BOX 279/W3269
COURTHOUSE LANE KESHENA WI 54135.
A hearing will be held at 01:00 PM on January 6, 2020 at the
Shawano County Courthouse located at 311 N. Main St.
Shawano, WI 54166.  If you do not appear, a judgment may
be given to the party suing you.  A copy of this amended
summons along with the summons and complaint is being
mailed to you.
Dated at Milwaukee, Wisconsin this November 26, 2019.
KOHN LAW FIRM S.C.
ELECTRONICALLY SIGNED BY:
/S/JASON D. HERMERSMANN
JASON D. HERMERSMANN
Plaintiff’s Attorney 
State Bar No. 1049948
735 N. Water St., Suite 1300
Milwaukee, WI 53202
(414) 276-0435
WNAXLP

#1237
STATE OF WISCONSIN

CIRCUIT COURT  SHAWANO COUNTY
CIVIL DIVISION

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
Forclosure of Mortgage

Case No. 18CV37
Nationstar Mortgage LLC D/B/A
Champion Mortgage Company
Plaintiff,
Vs.
Daniel Alvin Wilke, ET AL.
Defendants.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that by virtue of a judgment of
foreclosure entered on April 25, 2019 in the amount of
$106,491.43 the Sheriff will sell the described premises at
public auction as follows:
TIME: JANUARY 8, 2020 at 09:00 AM
TERMS: By bidding at the sheriff sale, prospective buyer is
consenting to be bound by the following terms: 1.) 10% down
in cash, cashier check, or bank-certified funds made payable
to the Shawano County Clerk of Courts; balance due within
10 days of confirmation of sale; failure to pay balance due
will result in forfeit of deposit to plaintiff. 2.) Sold �as is� and
subject to all legal liens and encumbrances. 3.) Buyer to pay
applicable Wisconsin Real Estate Transfer Tax in addition to
the proceeds of the sale 4.) Bidders not a party to this action
are subject to the requirements of Wisconsin Statute Section
846.155. 5.) Plaintiff opens bidding on the property, either in
person or via fax and as recited by the sheriff department in
the event that no opening bid is offered, plaintiff retains the
right to request the sale be declared as invalid as the sale is
fatally defective.
PLACE: In the Main lobby of the Shawano County
Courthouse, in Hallway (outside of the Treasurer’s Office),
311 N. Main Street, Shawano, WI 54166
DESCRIPTION: LOTS SIX (6) AND SEVEN (7), BLOCK
FIVE (5), OF PRIEMS PLAT OF NORTH SHAWANO, TOWN
OF WESCOTT, SHAWANO COUNTY, WISCONSIN.
PROPERTY ADDRESS: N5638 North Smalley Street,
Shawano, WI 54166
TAX KEY NO.: 048-70500-0400
Anthony Procaccio
MARINOSCI LAW GROUP, P.C.
State Bar No. 1089887
5225 N. Ironwood Road, Suite 121
Glendale, WI 53217
Phone No.: 414-831-9723
Dated this 2nd day of December, 2019.
Sheriff Adam Bieber
Shawano County Sheriff
MARINOSCI LAW GROUP, P.C. IS THE CREDITOR’S
ATTORNEY AND IS ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT
ON ITS BEHALF.  ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
WNAXLP

GET RESULTS!
715-526-6188

CLASSIFIEDS
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Age-appropriate books make great Christmas gifts
I’m right in the middle of a pretty 

good book, and I didn’t want to rush 
through it, so I decided to offer a few 
Christmas gift ideas. My suggestions 
always include books.

We all tend to “overgift” our 
kids and grandkids. We want to 
make their every wish come true, 
but sometimes that isn’t the best 
idea. I’ve heard people say, “My 
kids aren’t into books.” Even kids 
who are deep into video games or 

sports can enjoy books. The secret 
is selecting the right books. The fol-
lowing is a list of some of 2019’s best 
books for kids.

The littlest ones would enjoy the 
sweet, snuggly 
board book “If 
Animals Kissed 
Goodnight” by 
Ann Whitford 
Paul.

Eric Carle’s 
“The Very Hun-
gry Caterpillar” 
is another board 
book that fol-
lows a munching 

caterpillar on its journey to become a 
beautiful butterfly.

Along the way, children learn 
about the importance of growth and 
change. “Goodnight Moon” by Marga-
ret Wise Brown is perfect for lulling 
a child to sleep. Kids love listening to 
the rhyming way the little boy says 
good night to everything in his room.

For those who follow along as you 
read, I suggest “If You Give a Mouse 
a Cookie” by Laura Numeroff. What 
happens when you give a mouse a 

cookie? He’ll ask for a glass of milk … 
and on and on. This fun progression 
story has been entertaining kids for 30 
years now.

“Where the Wild Things Are” by 
Maurice Sendak is another great book 
that encourages children to let their 
imaginations soar.

Since tweens like books about their 
interests, I suggest “The Boy Who 
Never Gave Up” by Stephen Curry. 
When a boy is told that he doesn’t 
have what it takes to play basketball, 
he refuses to give up. The short guy 
became a high school star. The weak 
kid became a strong college player, 
and the one they all dismissed became 
an NBA superstar.

Kelly Barnhill’s award-winning 
“The Girl Who Drank the Moon” is 
a perfect balance of fantasy, folklore 
and coming of age.

“Dragons in a Bag” by Zetta Elliott 
introduces us to 9-year-old Jaxon, 
who has been left in the care of an 
eccentric old witch. Before he knows 
it, he is training as her new appren-
tice. His first task is to return three 
dragons to a magical world.

More advanced readers will proba-

bly like “Children of Blood and Bone” 
by Tomi Adeyemi. Set in West Africa, 
this book is steeped in the mythol-
ogy and beliefs of that time and place. 
Young Zélie’s long dormant magic 
has rekindled impelling her to fight 
for her oppressed people and restore 
magic to her homeland.

The touching real story told in 
“Hey, Kiddo: How I Lost My Mother, 
Found My Father and Dealt with Fam-
ily Addiction” by Jarrett J. Krosoczka 
is a good read for anyone of any age. 
In it, Krosoczka openly shares what 
it was like growing up with a single, 
drug-addicted mother who often only 
referred to him as “Hey Kiddo.” The 
things he reveals are heart-wrenching 
but show his amazing capacity to 
adapt, survive and thrive. In it we 
see how love, loyalty and compas-
sion endure in the most challenging 
circumstances.

This is just a short list of great 
books. Some are classics and others 
are new, but all are worth considering 
as gifts. If you aren’t sure what would 
be good, just stop by your public 
library where they have an amazing 
selection to look through. 

JAN JONES

B O O KS  A N D  ST U F F
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Class helps create  
winter landscapes

Children in grades K-5 can create 
their own colorful winter forest scene 
Saturday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Marathon County Public Library’s 
Wausau headquarters, 300 N. First St., 
Wausau.

Attendees will make a collage with 
a blend of papers and tissue paper, 
with all supplies provided. The class is 
free. For information, call 715-261-7220.

Library open for  
holiday card making

All ages can make their own 
handmade holiday cards from Mon-
day through Dec. 23 at the Marathon 
County Public Library’s Hatley branch, 
435 Curtis Ave., Hatley.

Stop in anytime the branch is 
open to make cards using a variety 
of provided craft supplies. The event 
is free. Call 715-446-3537 for informa-
tion.
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