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Through the rain, the 
Green Bay Packers out-
gained the Detroit Lions 
in yardage, 411-261, but 
dropped the NFC North 
matchup on Nov. 3 at Lam-
beau Field.

Packers quarterback 
Jordan Love, who was 
dealing with a groin injury 
from the week prior, was 
able to start the game. 
+e èQisheG the matchXp 
completing 23-of-39 
passes for 273 yards and no 
touchdowns.

Running Back Josh Ja-
cobs registereG aQ eæcieQt 
day on the ground, running 
for 95 yards on 13 carries. 
To add to the run game, 
Emanuel Wilson chipped 
in 28 yards on four carries, 
including a late 2-yard 
touchdown.

Jayden Reed led all 
Green Bay pass catch-
ers Zith ��� yarGs oQ èYe 
catches. Christian Watson, 
Tucker Kraft and Romeo 
Doubs added another 37 
yards, 34 yards and 28 
yards, respectively.

On the Lions’ side, quar-
terbacN -areG *off coQtiQ-
ued his blazing hot start 
to the season completing 
18-of-22 passes for 145 
yards and one touchdown. 
The Lions continued to 
ride its two-headed rush-
ing attack in this game as 
well, as David Montgom-
ery èQisheG the game Zith 
73 yards on 17 carries and 
-ahmyr *ibbs èQisheG Zith 
65 yards on 11 carries, add-
ing a touchdown.

As for the receiving 
game, Amon-Ra St. Brown 
registered 56 yards and 
a touchdown on seven 
receptions. Tight end Sam 
LaPorta added another 28 
yards on two receptions.

In total, Green Bay 
almost doubled Detroit’s 
total yardage, but mental 
mistakes and penalties 
doomed the home team. 
The biggest of those in-
stances came in the middle 
of the second quarter, 
when Detroit defensive 
back Brian Branch was 
penalized 15 yards and 
subsequently ejected for 
a hit to the head of Pack-
ers receiver Bo Melton. 
After being ejected, Branch 
shouted at the refs and 
gestured inappropriately 
to the home crowd, which 
was followed up by anoth-
er 15-yard unsportsmanlike 
conduct penalty.

Taking over at the Lions 

32-yard line, Green Bay 
was charged with a false 
start penalty and after 
three plays found itself 
with a fourth-and-six. 
Kicker Brandon McManus 
missed the 46-yard at-
tempt, meaning Green Bay 
came away with nothing 
on the prime opportunity.

The biggest blunder of 
the game for Green Bay 
came as when it was down 
10-3 late in the second 
quarter, Love dropped 
back, and after no one was 
able to get open, he tried 
to GXmp it off to -acobs oQ 
a checkdown. Lions de-
fensive back Kirby Joseph 
jumped the pass, intercept-
ed the ball and returned it 
27-yards for a touchdown.

“On the interception, 
I was moving out of the 
pocket, obviously (Ja-
cobs) was blocking with 
protection, I saw him get 
out and I was trying to 
dump it down to him on 
a checkdown,” said Love. 
“The ball did not go where 
I wanted it to, and they 
made a good play on it.”

The interception from 
Love marks his 10th on the 
season. He had 11 all of last 
season.

For Joseph, it marks his 
sixth interception of the 
season, which ties Pack-
ers defensive back Xavier 
McKinney for the most in 
the NFL this season.

“Every pick is going to 
be a little bit GiffereQt,Õ 
said Packers head coach 
Matt LaFleur, on what 
the GiffereQce has beeQ 
for Love between the end 
of last year and the start 
of this year. “I feel like 
we can get better, we can 
learn from it and I think 
that we will be better mov-
ing forward.”

Penalties were also a 
major hindrance for Green 
Bay in this game, as the 
Packers were called for 10 
infractions, which resulted 
in 67 yards for the Lions. 
One of those penalties 
came early in the game, as 
the Lions were faced with 
a fourth-and-goal from the 
3acNers ��yarG liQe� *off 
caught Green Bay with a 
hard count and Packers 
defensive lineman T.J. 
Slaton was called with an 
encroachment penalty. St. 
Brown scored on the very 
next play.

“I was disappointed 
with the number of penal-
ties aQG MXst self�iQéicteG 
wounds that we had,” said 
LaFleur.

The Packers now have 
the sixth most penalties in 
the NFL called against the 
team, which has resulted 
in 480 yards for opposing 
teams.

Overall with the divi-
sion lead on the line, Green 
Bay’s loss pushes the Pack-
ers to a 6-3 record, as the 
team looks to regroup next 
week during its bye.

Coming out of the bye, 
Green Bay will look to 
get back on track against 
its old rival, the Chicago 
Bears.  

Packers win streak snapped at 4 as 
Lions dominate NFC North showdown

BY LUKE REIMER
Green & Gold Express

MOTOR CITY 
INVASION

Fumbled snaps and a disastrous pick six marked Jordan Love’s day against the Detroit Lions on Sunday. He finished 
the matchup completing 23-of-39 passes for 273 yards and no touchdowns.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Running back Jahmyr Gibbs rushed 
for a 15-yard touchdown on a fourth 
down in the fourth quarter.

GREG MELLIS | 
GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Detroit wide receivers Amon-Ra St. Brown (14) and Tim Patrick (17) cel-
ebrate a touchdown on a fourth down play early in the Lions 24-14 win over 
the Packers. Twice, the Lions scored on a fourth down play, as Green Bay 
played a sometimes sloppy game and not always because of the weather.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Rainy conditions Sunday at Lambeau Field made it hard on the coaching staff as well as the players. Lions coach Dan 
Campbell went through several towels keeping their play cards dry enough to read.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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PACKERS BYE WEEK
PACKERS SCHEDULE

Friday, Sept. 6 at Philadelphia, L 29-34
Sunday, Sept. 15 vs. Indianapolis Noon W 16-10
Sunday, Sept. 22 at Tennessee Noon W 30-14
Sunday, Sept. 29 vs. Minnesota Noon L 29-31
Sunday, Oct. 6 at LA Rams 3:25 p.m. W 24-19
Sunday, Oct. 13 vs. Arizona Noon W 34-13
Sunday, Oct. 20 vs. Houston W 24-22

Sunday, Oct. 27 at Jacksonville W 30-27
Sunday, Nov. 3 vs. Detroit 3:25 p.m. L 14-24
Week 10 BYE
Sunday, Nov. 17 at Chicago Noon FOX
Sunday, Nov. 24 vs. San Francisco 3:25 p.m. FOX
Thursday, Nov. 28 vs. Miami 7:20 p.m. NBC
Thursday, Dec. 5 at Detroit 7:15 p.m. Amazon 
Prime

Sunday, Dec. 15 at Seattle 7:20 p.m. NBC
Monday, Dec. 23 vs. New Orleans 7:15 p.m. ESPN
Sunday, Dec. 29, at Minnesota Noon FOX
Week 18 vs. Chicago TBD

NFL SCHEDULE
Thursday, Nov. 7
Cincinnati at Baltimore, 7:15 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 10
NY Giants at Carolina (in Munich, Germany), 
8:30 a.m.
New England at Chicago, Noon
San Francisco at Tampa Bay, Noon
Denver at Kansas City, Noon
Buffalo at Indianapolis, Noon
Pittsburgh at Washington, Noon

Minnesota at Jacksonville, Noon
Atlanta at New Orleans, Noon
Tennessee at LA Chargers, 3:05 p.m.
NY Jets at Arizona, 3:25 p.m.
Philadelphia at Dallas, 3:25 p.m.
Detroit at Houston, 7:20 p.m.
Monday, Nov. 11
Miami at LA Rams, 7:15 p.m.

By JACOB 
WESTENDORF

Green & Gold Express

Through nine weeks in 
the NFL season, the Green 
Bay Packers have shown 
they are one of the better 
teams in the NFC with a 
6-3 record.

Even though Green 
Bay has come away with 
six wins, it feels like this 
team is capable of so much 
more. The team needs 
to wait though for two 
weeks, as the Packers’ 
Week 10 bye may be arriv-
ing at the perfect time.

After getting beat up 
at home by the Detroit 
Lions, there seems to be 
some cracks in the armor 
for Green Bay. Coming 
into the game against the 
Lions, the Packers had 
a laundry list of injuries 
throughout practice — 
most notably, quarterback 
Jordan Love, who has 
missed time this season 
with both knee and groin 
injuries.

On top of Love being 
injured, defensive backs 
Evan Williams and Jaire 
Alexander have been 
banged up, as well as line-
backer Quay Walker and 
offeQsiYe liQemaQ (lgtoQ 
Jenkins. With the bye 
week here, it makes sense 
that the Packers should 
have more time to refresh 
before entering a gauntlet 
of a schedule with Chica-
go, San Francisco, Miami 
and Detroit coming in the 
four weeks after.

“The attitude is just 
come back and get into the 
èlm room,Õ saiG LoYe, oQ 
the attitude of the team 
heading into the bye week. 
“(It’s) the same mindset as 
every week – look at the 
tape, ègXre oXt Zhat Ze 
GiG gooG aQG ègXre oXt 
what we did bad. We have 
a lot of football ahead of 
us when we come back 
from the bye week, so just 
hit the ground running 
ZheQ Ze get bacN�Õ

Even though the loss to 
the Lions exposed some 
weaknesses for Green Bay, 
the previous eight weeks, 
for better or worse, have 
shown that the Packers are 
one of the better teams in 
not only the NFC, but the 
NFL as a whole.

Four of Green Bay’s six 
wins have come against 
all four teams in the AFC 
South and two against the 
Los Angeles Rams and the 
Arizona Cardinals. While 
oQ the èelG, faQs aQG spec-
tators of the game are see-
ing Love play the way that 
he did last season. There 

is a lot of good (15 touch-
down passes) and some 
bad (10 interceptions). 
As we saw last season, 
if Love can control that 
and not make those major 
mistakes, Green Bay has 
a chance to make another 
Geep rXQ to the playoffs�

What is encouraging 
is how well the Packers’ 
defense has been playing 
this season. 

Through nine games, 
Green Bay has given up 
194 points, giving up 30 or 
more points just twice this 
season. On top of that, the 
defense has also forced 
19 turnovers, which ranks 
èrst iQ the eQtire NFL�

Add into the equation 
that new kicker Brandon 
McManus has brought 
about great results, com-
pared to his two predeces-
sors, and it becomes clear 
that Green Bay certainly 
has the pieces to contend.

The big question 
remains, however: When 
will it all come together? 

The game against the 
Arizona Cardinals was 
probably the closest the 
Packers have come to this, 
but fans of the Packers 
are still waiting to see a 
three-phased complete 
game against one of the 
top teams in the NFL.

Once again, that all 
starts with Love taking 
care of the football. Even 
though Green Bay leads 
the NFL with 19 forced 
turnovers, the team has 
turned the ball over 13 
times, with 10 coming 
from interceptions thrown 
by Love. 

If Love is able to recap-
ture that magic that was 
seen to end the season in 
2023-24, there may be just 
a handful of teams that can 
beat the Packers.

With Josh Jacobs con-
tinuing to play well in the 
run game, having a reliable 
GXal threat offeQse shoXlG 
compliment a really good 
defense well.

“It just comes back to 

focusing on the things that 
we aren’t doing well and 
as we go through the week 
of practice, just cleaning 
up those details and if 
we do have mistakes, just 
not letting those things 
sliGe,Õ saiG LoYe� Ô-Xst 
staying true to the details 

and the fundamentals and 
just staying focused about 
the things we need to 
clean up. I know that we 
are a really good football 
team, and like I said, it is 
just too many mistakes 
that are self�iQéicteG that 
we haven’t been able to 

oYercome�Õ
The Packers now have 

a chance to regroup with 
the bye week to, as Love 
saiG, Zatch èlm aQG ègXre 
out the good and the bad 
to be able to carry the 
weight in the second half 
of the season.

Rehab, refresh and regroup during bye week
Packers enter Week 10 as one of the top teams in the NFC

Above, Elgton Jenkins (74), playing center in place of the injured Josh My-
ers, signals to a teammate prior to snapping the ball to quarterback Jordan 
Love. At right, Love points to the scoreboard instant replay while talking 
to a referee after the Packers failed to convert a fourth down in the fourth 
quarter.             GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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Two of Green Bay’s 
three losses this year have 
come against NFC North 
opponents, not what you 
want to see in a team com-
peting for a divisional title.

In addition to the 24-14 
loss at the hands of the 
division-leading Detroit 
Lions on Sunday, the Pack-
ers lost 31-29 to the Min-
nesota Vikings at the end of 
September.

“It’s disappointing when 
you have a big game like 
this against one of the 
best teams in the league,” 
Packers coach Matt LaFleur 
said. “There was just too 
many mistakes (and) you 
can’t overcome those 
against a good football 
team. And that’s exactly 
what Detroit is,”

Detroit has only lost to 
Tampa Bay. With Sunday’s 
win over the Packers, they 
are 2-0 in the NFC North. 
The Lions defeated Min-
nesota in Week 7.

“We knew it was going 
to be critical to get two 
wins in this division against 
two really good teams – 
Minnesota and then this 
one, Green Bay, at their 
place. So to be able to do 
that was big,” Detroit head 
coach Dan Campbell said. 
“We had a number of guys 
step up, I thought, defen-
sively. When we needed 
it most, it really showed 
up. We limited points. We 
held them in the red zone; 
Ze got off the èelG oQ thirG 
down. Just a lot of guys 
making critical plays.”

Campbell singled out 
several players for their 
performances against 
Green Bay.

“Kerby’s (Joseph) pick 
six was huge. It was a 
massive play right before 
halftime,” Campbell said. 
Ô2ffeQsiYely, oXr offeQsiYe 
line did an outstanding job. 
We were able to run it. We 
Zere pretty eæcieQt� 'aYiG 
Montgomery and Gibby 

(Jahmyr Gibbs) got it going. 
I thought (Amon-Ra) St. 
Brown had a big game for 
us in the pass game. (Jared) 
*off playeG cleaQ football, 
man. He got us in the right 
play� +e Zas Yery eæcieQt� 
I just have a lot of trust in 
him, in what he is doing 
and how he is playing.

Ô:e éippeG the èelG� 
-acN Fo[ éippeG the èelG� 
We knew that was going 
to be a big thing for us, just 

èelG positioQ� 6o a QXmber 
of guys played well. It is a 
great win and that gets us 
to seven.”

LaFleur said the Li-
ons played a clean game 
and didn’t put the ball in 
jeopardy.

Ô7hatÒs a gooG offeQsiYe 
line, and I think defensive-
ly, they do some things that 
gives a little bit of prob-
lems, and I thought they 
did a good job just keeping 

Xs a little off balaQce,Õ he 
said. “I was probably antici-
pating a little bit more man 
coverage, and they were 
just jumping in and out of 
it. So, they did a good job 
of keeping us a little bit 
off balaQce, , ZoXlG say, 
offeQsiYely�Õ

Coming out of the bye, 
the Packers will play the 
èQal team iQ their GiYisioQ, 
the Chicago Bears (4-4), 
which will close out the 
èrst roXQG of GiYisioQal 
games.

If the Packers intend to 
truly compete for that divi-
sional title, they will need 
to play better in the second 
half of the season.

The second round of di-
visional games includes the 
Packers vs. Lions in Detroit 
on Dec. 5 (a Thursday night 
game�� 7he èQal tZo games 
of the regular season will 
be against the Vikings on 
Dec. 29 in Minnesota and 
Week 18 at home against 
the Bears, with the exact 
time and date yet to be 
announced.

Packers 0-2 against divisional opponents

Green Bay’s offense ran up the stats against the Lions even though they came up short on the scoreboard. Chris 
Brooks, left, is tackled by cornerback Carlton Davis III. Christian Watson, right, had three catches for 37 yards.                         
                               GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Kicker Brandon McManus missed a 46-yard field goal wide right. It was his 
first missed field goal since signing with the Packers in October.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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D WINS IN STATS COLUMN
Lions held to 124 rushing yards, 137 passing yards

Bigger is not always better, but better is how we get bigger. As the smallest media 
covering the NFL’s smallest market, the Leader is proud to have brought top-notch Packers content to the 

community for the past 100-plus years. Perseverance is not a long race; it is many short races one after 
another. The same can be said for every Green Bay Packers’ football season … and also for the Shawano 

Leader - the smallest market, bringing quality content to the community since 1881.

WEEK 9 / DEFENSE

THE MOMENT
PACKERS 14 VS LIONS 24

Detroit wide receiver Kalif Raymond (11) is tackled by Packers defensive lineman Kingsley Enagbare for a 12-yard loss. Raymond caught one ball for 12 yards but also lost those same 12 yards on his rushing attempt. The 
Packers defense held the Lions to 137 passing yards and 124 rushing yards, but penalties and miscues led to a 24-14 loss to division leading Detroit.      GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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RUNNING IN THE RAIN
Reed leads receiving corps with 113 yards against Lions

Bigger is not always better, but better is how we get bigger. As the smallest media 
covering the NFL’s smallest market, the Leader is proud to have brought top-notch Packers content to the 

community for the past 100-plus years. Perseverance is not a long race; it is many short races one after 
another. The same can be said for every Green Bay Packers’ football season … and also for the Shawano 

Leader - the smallest market, bringing quality content to the community since 1881.

Green Bay Packers wide receiver Jayden Reed catches a pass from quarterback Jordan Love during Sunday’s Week 9 game at Lambeau Field. By game’s end, Reed had pulled in five catches for 113 yards and led the Packers’ 
receiving corps in yards gained.                 GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

WEEK 9 / OFFENSE

THE MOMENT
PACKERS 14 VS LIONS 24
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BY JACOB 
WESTENDORF

Green & Gold Express

Green Bay Packers 
linebacker Lukas Van Ness 
is the team’s nominee for 
the NFL’s Salute to Service 
Award.

The award recognizes 
NFL players, coaches, staff 
and alumni who dem-
onstrate an exemplary 
commitment to honoring 
and supporting the military 
community.

Several Van Ness fam-
ily members served in 
the military, including his 
grandfather, who retired as 
a lieutenant colonel after a 
27-year career in the U.S. 
Army.

What did it mean for 
you to be nominated 
for the Salute to Service 
Award?

My grandpa, Donald 
Van Ness, served as a 
lieutenant colonel for 27 
years. I’ve always believed 
that this platform we have, 
there’s a lot of brave men 
and women who are cur-
rently serving or who have 
served, and they put their 
lives on the line. They do a 
lot for us to enjoy and play 
this beautiful game. So, it’s 
an honor for me to have the 
ability to be nominated for 
this and really just a cool 
opportunity.

Have you talked to 

your grandfather about 
being nominated and 
what did he say?

I told him about it actu-
ally the other night, and 
he was tearing up about it, 
because the military means 
a lot to him. I think it’s 
cool, me being the oldest 
grandson in the family, 
showing my support. I 
think it means a lot to him 
that I care as much about it 
as I do.

I understand the fam-
ily ties, but why is this so 
important to you? You’re 
busy. I’m sure he would 
understand if you didn’t 
have the time.

I think it also stems from 
I’ve been a part of three 
programs from high school 
to college and, obviously, 
now in the NFL, but coach 
(Kirk) Ferentz at Iowa was 
a big advocate and support-
er of the military. We had a 
lot of speakers, and we also 
had a military appreciation 
game. It always brought a 
lot of awareness.

And also, I was just su-
per interested in it. When 
I was going into college, 
some of my biggest offers 
were from the service 
academies. It was a route 
that I almost ended up go-
ing before I committed to 
Iowa. So, from a young age, 
I’ve always had a massive 
appreciation and interest in 
the military. And then as I 
kind of grow my platform 
and have the ability to 
get here in the NFL, I’ve 
wanted to continue that.

Army, Navy, Air 
Force, what would you 
have chosen?

I was looking at the 
Navy just because there 
was a guy a couple years 
older than me named 
Jackson Perkins, who had 
a pipeline to the naval 
academy. So, I was kind of 
leaning that route, but, ob-
viously, happy that I ended 
up going to Iowa. But I 
always thought it would be 
a super cool thing if that 
didn’t work out.

Van Ness is team’s nominee 
for Salute to Service Award

Lukas Van Ness zeroes in on the 
Lions ball carrier in Sunday’s game 
at Lambeau Field. Van Ness is the 
team’s nominee for the NFL’s Salute 
to Service Award.

GREG MELLIS | 
GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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GIVING IT HIS ALL
Jacobs grinds out 95 yards on the ground against the Lions

Bigger is not always better, but better is how we get bigger. As the smallest media 
covering the NFL’s smallest market, the Leader is proud to have brought top-notch Packers content to the 

community for the past 100-plus years. Perseverance is not a long race; it is many short races one after 
another. The same can be said for every Green Bay Packers’ football season … and also for the Shawano 

Leader - the smallest market, bringing quality content to the community since 1881.

Running back Josh Jacobs is tackled by cornerback Carlton Davis III. On the day, Jacobs ran for 95 yards on 13 carries for 7.3 yard average. He also caught two balls for 13 yards.
GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

WEEK 9 / OFFENSE

THE MOMENT
PACKERS 14 VS LIONS 24




