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County sheriff’s department hav-
ing difficulties keeping employees.
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Family fun 
for happy 

feet at 
Polka Days

By MIRIAM NELSON
Correspondent

There are plenty of things to enjoy and 
great memories to be made at the fourth 
annual Birnamwood Polka Days on June 
13-15. 

Events can be enjoyed outside in the 
park, and dancing underneath the tents, 
or inside Chet and Emil’s Ballroom. Either 
place has the hardwood dance floors that 
dancers need to trip the light fantastic.

Of course, the main attraction is the 
opportunity to enjoy polka music from 
eight bands over three days. Friday night 
under the tent will showcase The New 
Generation and The Mix from 4 p.m. until 
midnight. Inside Chet and Emil’s Ball-
room, Cynor Classics will play from 5-9 
p.m.

The crowning of the Polka Days roy-
alty will be at 7:30 p.m. Friday under the 
main tent.

Contestants have been busy selling 
tickets for the 50/25/25 raffle, and the 
ones who sell the most will win the cov-
eted titles of queen, princess and king.

New this year will be free dance les-
sons offered under the tent from noon 
until 1 p.m. Saturday for anyone wanting 
to learn how to Polish hop. Then you 
can test your newly acquired skills to the 
music of Zander’s Music Makers from 
1-4 p.m. Inside the ballroom will be The 
Goodtime Dutchmen from 1-5 p.m. Also 
new is Tony Blazonczyk’s New Phase 
from Chicago. They will be with TNT 
under the tent from 4-11 p.m.

This event has something for every-
one all weekend long with food trucks, 
raffles, children’s games, refreshments 
and Birnamwood Polka Days merchandise 
at the Birnamwood Park behind Chet and 
Emil’s.

A craft and vendor fair will be going 
on from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday on 
Wausau Street. There you will find 20 
vendors with a variety of merchandise for 
sale such as art, jewelry, woodworking, 
apparel and skin care products.

Visitors can also shop all around 
Birnamwood as there is a communitywide 
rummage sale on Friday 7:30 a.m to 4 p.m. 
and Saturday from 7:30 a.m. to noon.

Sunday morning begins with a church 

POLKA, CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Everyone benefits from 
community service projects
WBHS students help residents during large-item collection event

By MIRIAM NELSON
Correspondent

As the hustle and bustle of graduation 
subsides, students are busy wrapping up an-
other year of community service projects.

Teachers, advisers and staff have 
provided Wittenberg-Birnamwood High 
School students several opportunities 
throughout the year and have encouraged 
the students to seek out areas of interest to 
provide services to the communities within 
the district.

“I think it’s wonderful when our students 
go out into the community,” said Stepha-
nie Gruber, school counselor at WBHS. “It 
gives them a sense of purpose greater than 
themselves, and they get to interact with 
their community members of all ages.”

Gruber believes that learning something 
new, as well as working on skills such as 
teamwork, communication, perseverance 
and patience, are all part of the community 
service experience. She also noted that the 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood School District 
has 47 local scholarships that are available 
for students, and that 12 of them ask the ap-
plicants to list their community service on 
the application.

“Those students who go out and find 
their own community service hours usually 
find it pushes them out of their comfort 
zones, which is a benefit in itself,” Gruber 
said.

Recently, the village and Town of Wit-
tenberg hosted a large-item pickup event 
with Harter’s Fox Valley Disposal. For 
those who needed assistance getting their 
large items to the curb, Megan Rothmeyer, 
WBHS principal, helped coordinate this 
event with student council adviser Ken 
Matsche.

A bonus for Matsche was that the 
five-boy crew he supervised helped Gloria 
Bowman, the widow of a teacher he had in 
school. Stuart Bowman taught algebra and 
general math during his 31 years at WBHS. 
Matsche was a freshman in 1997, the year 
Bowman retired.

“I really enjoyed him as a teacher and 
later when he would come back to substi-
tute,” Matsche said.

For Gloria Bowman, having the boys 
come by to move some furniture to the 
curb was a big help, and she was glad to 
know they got credit for their service. It 
didn’t surprise her that there were students 
willing to help out, as she related that this 

area has been a great place to work and 
raise a family.

“There were a lot of teachers who 
started the same year Stuart did and many 
of them still live here,” Bowman said.

In total, Matsche brought five boys to 
three houses and moved large items like so-
fas, beds and recliners. Working together to 
remove these items required planning, trial 
and error, and the ability to switch to plan 
B. At one house, the struggle with a narrow 
door and awkward-sized sofa proved to be 
a perplexing problem. One of the boys, who 
actually lives across the street, ran home for 
a sledgehammer. A few whacks later, the 
sofa and the awkward size was no longer an 
issue.

The National Honor Society is an orga-
nization that requires members to work on 
community service projects all year long. 
According to Christina Priewe, NHS ad-
viser, the students are selected by a faculty 
committee appointed by Rothmeyer.

Students must attend monthly meetings, 
take part in whole-group service projects 
and maintain a cumulative GPA of 3.5 
or better. In addition, students chose an 

Wittenberg resident Gloria Bowman supervises students during a recent community service project that involved WBHS students, from left, Patricio Galan, Tenny Sypian, Taras 
Guk, Justin Valenzuela and Evan Firkus.� MIRIAM NELSON

PROJECTS, CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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service under the tent at 
9:30 a.m. provided by the 
Restoration Church Wit-
tenberg Birnamwood, all 
are welcome. There are 
plenty of chairs provided 
but you might want to 
bring your own if you want 
a place to sit as you watch 
the parade at noon.

The parade grand mar-
shal this year is Bob Ecker, 

who also reigned as king 
in 1978 during the original 
run of Polka Days.

After the parade The 
Music Connection will 
play from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Another new event is 
the dunk tank on Sunday in 
the Birnamwood Park.

For more information, 
check Birnamwood Polka 
Days’ Facebook page.

POLKA, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
service project to complete 
each year based on what 
they are passionate about. 
This can be done indi-
vidually or in small groups, 
depending on the size of 
the project.

Students are encour-
aged to share their inter-
ests and talents to make a 
difference and positively 
impact others. This year, a 

lot of projects focused on 
food – hosting bake sales 
to benefit local humane 
societies, hosting a cookie 
decorating workshop for 
children to raise money for 
wildfire relief in California, 
teaching a class on authen-
tic Ukrainian cooking with 
funds donated to a Wis-
consin Ukrainian organiza-
tion, hunting and donating 

more than 100 pounds of 
meat to food banks.

They organize, ad-
vertise and execute their 
events independently from 
start to finish with guid-
ance from the adviser as 
needed.

This year, members 
collectively donated more 
than 200 hours of service 
and raised more than 

$2,000 for charities.
“On May 21, at our 

induction ceremony and 
senior celebration, we wel-
comed 21 new members, 
have 14 second-year mem-
bers returning and gradu-
ated 18 members,” Priewe 
said. “NHS is very grateful 
for all of the support from 
families, friends, staff and 
community members.”

PROJECTS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Vacancies hitting sheriff’s department hard
Jail, dispatch 

center continue to 
struggle finding 
qualified staff
By KEVIN PASSON

Editor-in-Chief

The three divisions 
of the Shawano County 
Sheriff’s Department 
are facing a combined 
vacancy total of more 
than a dozen positions. 
Even with some of the 
positions filled by appli-
cants at various stages in 
the hiring pipeline, the 
department is still strug-
gling to hire qualified 
staff, officials told mem-
bers of the public safety 
committee June 4.

Ironically, Kasey 
Cross, communications 
supervisor, submitted 
her report in advance, 
because she had to cover 
a shift in the dispatch 
center.

“Currently, we have six 
vacant full-time positions, 
as one of our full-time 
members opted to go to a 
part-time position only,” 
Cross said. “The dispatch-
ers have been stepping 
up to make sure we have 
coverage where needed; 
they are all working long 
hours for multiple days in 
a row and are giving up 
days off in order to en-
sure coverage is provided.

“Even with that sacri-
fice, we have to operate 
with only two dispatchers 
on duty during day and 
afternoon shifts. Collec-

tively the group is getting 
tired.”

Troy Beyer, jail admin-
istrator, echoed Cross.

“We currently have six 
vacancies, three appli-
cants in the physical and 
psych testing phase,” he 
said, noting that the day 
before, one of the ap-
plicants pulled out of the 
process.

He said a few others 
are in the background 
investigation stage.

Last month, the jail 
division had four vacan-
cies. One correctional 
officer transferred to the 
patrol division, while a 
second quit the industry 
altogether.

Cross noted some 
bright spots on the em-
ployment front.

A candidate with 

experience is expected to 
start her training June 17. 
A second candidate was 
set to complete her test-
ing June 6, and Cross said 
that if all goes well, the 
second candidate could 
start by the end of June.

Chief Deputy Ty 
Raddant said the officer 
who transferred from 
the jail was second in his 
class. The department 
is talking with one of 
his classmates about a 
job in the jail and then 
transferring to the patrol 
division when a position 
opens.

“Since our last meet-
ing, we held interviews 
for our last patrol po-
sition that we had an 
opening in … we made an 
offer to our top candidate 
pending his psychologi-

cal and medical (tests), 
which are coming up very 
soon here,” Raddant said.

He hopes the candidate 
will be on board by the 
end of June.

Raddant acknowledged 
the difficulty in finding 
qualified staff for the dis-
patch center.

“The hard part about 
in there is the training 
just doesn’t take a couple 
days and you’re ready to 
go. You’re talking two, 
three months, and you 
only have so many train-
ers,” he said. “We’re not 
getting a whole bunch 
of applicants. A lot of 
our applicants really 
don’t meet the qualifica-
tions. The last couple we 
hired just didn’t make it 
through the training.

“It takes a special 

person to be in there 
to be able to handle all 
the computer stuff and 
everything that goes on in 
there. You just can’t have 
a guy off the street do it.”

Julie Hasser, county 
human resources director, 
said there are a variety 
of reasons for the vacan-
cies and wages are among 
them.

When the county 
switched to its current 
wage scale, many dis-
patchers found them-
selves on the lower end.

“We struggle bringing 
in a brand new dispatch-
er,” Hasser said. “We 
can’t necessarily start 
them above all of the ones 
that have a lot of experi-
ence here.”

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

Grant received for new county dive team trailer
Sheriff’s 

department using 
old ambulance 

that’s costly to fix
By KEVIN PASSON

Editor-in-Chief

A new dive team trailer 
will soon find its way to 
the Shawano County Sher-
iff’s Department.

The department re-
cently received a $6,000 

Elevate Communities grant 
that will cover most of the 
costs of a new trailer.

The grant was applied 
for by Lt. Jesse Sperberg, 
who spearheads the dive 
team.

Also, the public safety 
committee voted June 4 to 
reallocate $2,800 from the 
crime prevention account 
to help cover the trailer’s 
costs.

Dana Ritchie, office 
manager at the depart-
ment, said the quotes the 
department collected are 

a bit more than the grant 
amount.

The crime prevention 
account is from a discon-
tinued program in which 
$10 from select forfeitures 
funded the program. The 
program has since ended 
and new funds no longer 
are directed to the ac-
count. However, when 
the program ended, there 
were outstanding fines that 
once collected still had to 
have the funds directed to 
the account, which is why 
there is still a balance in 

the account.
Using the funds now 

would allow the account 
to be closed permanently, 
Ritchie said.

The Shawano Area Fire 
Department has agreed to 
have one of its trucks pull 
the trailer when needed. 
The department will also 
contribute to some setup 
costs.

The sheriff’s department 
has tried the past few years 
to budget money for a new 
trailer, but officials would 
eventually pull the request 

from the final budget.
“We have an old ambu-

lance that they have been 
using to respond with. 
This things has repairs,” 
Sheriff George Lenzner 
told the committee in 
2024. “It’s over $3,000 to 
repair this, and I can see a 
future where we’re going 
to be putting more money 
into this than it’s worth.”

The ambulance has 
been used the past nine 
years.

“We’ve had good use 
out of it. The problem 

with the van is that we 
don’t use it a lot, but when 
we do, we need it to be 
reliable,” Sperberg said 
last year. “We have an old 
vehicle with lots of miles 
that sits there a lot. It’s not 
reliable.”

Many departments are 
using trailers for special 
purposes like a dive team 
or emergency command 
center. The fire depart-
ment uses one for its 
hazmat equipment.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

Non-metallic mining site to reopen in Town of Fairbanks
By KEVIN PASSON

Editor-in-Chief

An Appleton-based 
concrete and construction 
business received ap-
proval to reopen a non-
metallic mining site in the 
Town of Fairbanks with 
intentions of removing 
sand from the two parcels 
of land.

Approval for MCC 
Inc. to mine the site was 
granted June 3 by Sha-
wano County Planning, 
Development and Zoning 
Committee.

The 75 acres were 
previously mined under 
a conditional use permit 
that was renewed several 
times but has also since 
expired.

“We’d like to renew it 
and go back in there,” said 
Kieth Doyle, representing 
MCC Inc. “There’s about 
50,000 pounds of sand 
left in there we’d like to 
extract and then reclaim 
the site back to wildlife 
habitat.”

The plan is begin 
excavation in 2025 and 
complete reclamation of 

the site by the end of 2027.
The parcels are bor-

dered on the north by 
state Highway 45 and are 
southwest of the high-
way’s intersection with 
Lone Maple Road.

The initial request 
included proposed hours 
of operation of 5 a.m. to 
9 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday. While the week-

day hours remained the 
same, committee members 
changed the Saturday 
hours to 8 a.m. to noon.

“We only haul like a 
month out of the year,” 
Doyle said. “We’ll get it 
all out at once. It’s not a 
yearlong process.”

An excavator, front 
end loader or both will be 
used to excavate and load 

trucks, along with a por-
table crusher and screen-
ing plant to process sand 
and gravel.

Town of Fairbanks 
officials recommended ap-
proval of the plan at their 
April 14 meeting.

The new permit will 
expire April 21, 2026.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

“The hard part about in there is the training just doesn’t take a couple days and you’re ready to go. You’re talking two, three 
months, and you only have so many trainers.”

TY RADDANT, Shawano County Sheriff’s Department chief deputy
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Schoemann makes gubernatorial case in Shawano
Republican sees 
keeping people 
in Wisconsin as 

major issue
By LEE PULASKI

City Editor

The next election 
for governor is still 17 
months away, but Wash-
ington County Execu-
tive Josh Schoemann is 
wasting no time moving 
around the state in an 
attempt to garner name 
recognition.

Schoemann paid a 
visit to Shawano County 
Republicans on June 5 
to introduce himself to 
local GOP members and 
explain why he’s running 
for the seat currently 
occupied by Tony Evers, 
who has not announced 
whether he’s running for 
a third term. Schoemann 
is the only Republican 
who has thrown his hat 
into the ring so far.

His goal is to reach out 
to as many voters as pos-
sible, as he explained in 
an interview with NEW 
Media prior to a Q&A 
session at the GOP’s 
Shawano headquarters, 
but his plan if he gets to 
be governor will be to 
keep people from leaving 
the state. Schoemann said 

he’s seeing far to many 
people fleeing for other 
states.

“It’s people, especially 
our kids, leaving our 
state for opportunities 
elsewhere,” Schoemann 
said. “Our retirees are 
leaving because our taxes 
are too high. I hear all the 
time from retirees going 
to Florida, Texas, Ari-
zona and Tennessee to 
get out of Wisconsin for 
six months and one day. 
Too many of our kids 
leave the state, whether 

it’s for different colleges 
and universities or just 
different job opportuni-
ties. If you look at the 
next 25 years, that’s a real 
problem for us with the 
demographics we have 
here.”

Schoemann said his 
goal to is to make Wis-
consinites happy to be 
here, not just biding their 
time. The existing tax 
system is problematic to 
that goal, he said, with 
state income taxes almost 
double the flat tax that 

Illinois has.
“Putting ourselves on a 

flat tax on a trajectory to 
eliminate it is a high pri-
ority,” Schoemann said.

When it comes to 
youths staying in the 
state, Schoemann wants 
to see improvements in 
public schools and uni-
versities, as well as create 
innovation in workforce 
development. He also 
wants to bring down the 
cost of housing, pointing 
out it is almost impos-
sible for young families 

to buy a home.
“Pretty much every-

body throughout the 
state that I talk to talks 
about how difficult it 
is for young people to 
buy a house and how 
expensive the old starter 
home of yesteryear — an 
1,100-square-foot house 
on a quarter-acre lot — is 
unachievable for most 
people,” Schoemann said. 
“I think those are some 
things that we can work 
toward some reform and 
changes, something we’ve 
done in Washington 
County.”

Schoemann has 
worked for Washington 
County for 12 years, five 
of them as the execu-
tive. He noted that the 
county’s tax rate is the 
same as it was before 
World War I. Washington 
County’s property tax 
rate is 1.22%, lower than 
Shawano County’s 1.58% 
rate and Oconto County’s 
1.5% rate.

Schoemann putting his 
hat in so far out from the 
November 2026 guberna-
torial race is becoming a 
trend across the country, 
he said. Name identifi-
cation is one reason for 
starting the campaign 
so early, according to 
Schoemann, but the other 
factor is money.

“I was just talking to 
folks out in the hall (at 
Shawano’s GOP head-

quarters), and my advis-
ers tell me the average 
candidate needs to raise 
about $30 million-$40 
million,” Schoemann said. 
“Both candidates com-
bined will spend about 
$100 million, and all 
outside parties combined 
will spend about a quar-
ter-billion dollars. I’m not 
an independently wealthy 
person. There might be 
other candidates that are 
wealthy and might have 
other things, but no one’s 
going to outwork me, and 
that means I need to start 
early.”

Schoemann said he 
hopes to restore some 
harmony in Madison if 
elected governor. He ex-
pressed disappointment 
about the current budget 
talks between Evers and 
the Wisconsin Legisla-
ture breaking down and 
said the talks should have 
started six months ago.

“It’s been headline 
news the last two or three 
weeks that, goodness gra-
cious, the governor and 
the legislative leaders 
are actually meeting and 
talking to each other,” 
Schoemann said. “Of 
course, yesterday it was, 
‘Just kidding. We can’t 
get along, so we’re going 
to go off on our own.’ 
I mean, that’s not what 
leaders do.”

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Washington County Executive Josh Schoemann talks to members of the Shawano County Republican Party on June 
5 in the Shawano headquarters, explaining why he’s crisscrossing the state now to talk with people about issues 
concerning the state as he makes his case to be governor.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
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Conditional 
release plan 

OK’d for Renel
Defendant pleads 

no contest to 
misdemeanor 

charges
By LEE PULASKI

City Editor

Aaron Renel, the man 
who caught folks’ atten-
tion by driving a military 
vehicle in the wrong di-
rection on state Highway 
29 three years ago, will 
not be serving any more 
jail time.

A conditional release 
plan for Renel was ap-
proved June 4 by Shawa-
no-Menominee County 
Circuit Court Judge Wil-
liam Kussel Jr. Renel will 
be able to remain in his 
home in Cecil and receive 
treatment from Lutheran 
Social Services. Accord-
ing to his attorney, Eric 
Pangburn, the conclusion 
of the case means that 
Renel will once again be 
allowed to drive, as the 
ban on operating a motor 
vehicle was only a condi-
tion of the $10,000 cash 
bond he posted, which is 
being returned to him.

However, Renel still 
faces restrictions under 
the deal reached with the 
Shawano-Menominee 
County District Attor-
ney’s Office. The disabled 
veteran is banned for life 
from possessing fire-
arms, and he will still be 
forbidden from leaving 
the state. He also can-
not consume alcohol or 
drugs except for the ones 
prescribed to him for his 
mental illness.

Renel pleaded not 
guilty due to mental 
illness on the felony 
charges of fleeing and 
eluding officers and 
second-degree recklessly 
endangering safety earlier 
in the year, but the NGI 
plea could not be ap-
plied to the misdemeanor 
charges of resisting or 
obstructing an officer and 
three counts of bail jump-
ing. During the hearing, 
Renel pleaded no contest 
to three of the charges, 
with the last count of bail 
jumping being dismissed.

For the misdemeanors, 
Renel will have to pay 
$650 in fines plus court 
costs. Pangburn noted 
that he and Renel both 
agreed there needed to be 
some punishment.

Kussel said he was sat-
isfied with the conditional 
release plan.

“I think this is a good 
plan,” Kussel said. “It pro-
tects the community, and 
it works toward the reha-
bilitation of Mr. Renel.”

He added that, even 

though 
Renel is 
not being 
impris-
oned, the 
court will 
be watch-
ing the 
progress 
of the de-

fendant very closely.
“If you want to reach 

good mental health, 
you’ve got to do what the 
doctors tell you to do,” 
Kussel said. “You’re go-
ing to be monitored for 
this. There’s going to be 
random analysis to make 
sure that you’re comply-
ing with this order.”

Kussel also acknowl-
edged the turnaround 
Renel has made since 
his initial incarceration 
in 2022. While in jail, 
there was at least one 
occasion where Renel 
refused to meet with a 
previous attorney before 
a court hearing. At recent 
hearings, Renel was very 
respectful to everyone in 
the court.

“The court has seen 
Mr. Renel a number of 
times. He seems pretty 
bright eyed and bushy 
tailed,” Kussel said.

Pangburn agreed with 
Kussel’s assessment of 
Renel.

“Aaron has obviously 
come a long way since 
this happened,” Pang-
burn said. “He’s involved 
himself in mental health 
treatment. He’s not using 
any substances. He’s got 
a conditional release plan 
so he’s going to be closely 
monitored.”

The case came about 
after the Shawano County 
Sheriff’s Department re-
sponded around 5:15 p.m. 
May 8, 2022, to reports 
of a heavy truck-type 
military vehicle on state 
Highway 29 in western 
Shawano County travel-
ing down the roadway 
with a flat tire, thus caus-
ing a traffic hazard.

Deputies located and 
attempted to stop the 
vehicle, which Renel was 
driving, but he led them 
on a short chase, coming 
to a stop in about a half-
mile on the eastbound 
lane median of Highway 
29 near County Road G 
in the Town of Seneca. 
Renel would not cooper-
ate and would not exit 
the vehicle. Because of 
comments made by Renel 
and the conditions of this 
incident, the Shawano 
County Special Response 
Team responded to the 
scene, and officials were 
eventually able to arrest 
Renel after using county 
snowplows to block fur-
ther escape.

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

AARON RENEL

TOP: Kenew Dickenson, right, interviews Neopit resident Brenda Gauthier 
about the good things about Neopit on June 5 as Sean King, left, and Sheena 
Waupoose observe behind the camera during Celebrate Neopit. The inter-
viewing is a new thing for Menominee Tribal School students as they’re put-
ting together videos about the community.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

ABOVE: Dana Madosh, of Neopit, flips some burgers June 5 on the grill out-
side the pavilion of the Neopit Veterans Park as hundreds of people attend-
ing Celebrate Neopit await some good food to eat.

LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

LEFT: Kaneh Krenzke, 13, of Neopit, gets ready to take a shot during a free 
throw contest June 5 at Celebrate Neopit, which was held at Neopit Veterans 
Park.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Neopit celebrates 
community pride

Traffic stop leads to arrest, recovery of guns and drugs
A June 2 traffic stop led 

to the arrest of a man and 
recovery of drugs, guns 
and other contraband, ac-
cording to the Menominee 
Tribal Police Department.

At about 11:15 a.m., of-
ficers conducted a traffic 
stop on a speeding vehicle 
traveling on state Highway 

47 near Camp One Road 
on the Menominee Indian 
Reservation.

During the stop, of-
ficers observed suspicious 
behavior from the male 
driver that raised concerns. 
A probable cause search of 
the vehicle was conducted, 
leading to the discovery of 

several illegal items.
Items recovered from 

the vehicle included:
• Multiple individually 

packaged bindles of sus-
pected illicit drugs.

• A 9mm handgun with 
ammunition.

• An AR-style assault 
rifle with ammunition.

• Additional illegal 
contraband.

The driver was taken 
into custody at the scene 
and transported to the 
Menominee Tribal Deten-
tion Facility. Charges are 
pending further investiga-
tion and analysis of the 
seized items.

2 dead in fatal crash on County BE
Two people are dead 

following a two-vehicle 
crash in the Town of 
Waukechon on County 
Road BE on June 6.

Multiple 911 calls came 
in at about 1:30 p.m. report-
ing a crash at the intersec-
tion of County Road BE 
and County Road B.

The preliminary inves-
tigation indicates that a 
pickup truck was travel-
ing eastbound on County 
Road BE when an SUV 

attempted to turn west 
onto County Road BE from 
County Road B. It appears 
the SUV failed to see the 
oncoming pickup and was 
struck in the eastbound 
lane while making the turn, 
according to a Shawano 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment press release.

The pickup truck was 
occupied by a single 
individual who sustained 
minor injuries and was 
transported by ambu-

lance to a local hospital. 
The SUV contained two 
occupants — the driver, a 
69-year-old female, and a 
71-year-old male passenger 
— both from the Bonduel 
area. Upon arrival, both 
occupants were found 
unresponsive. Despite life-
saving efforts, they suc-
cumbed to their injuries 
and were pronounced dead 
at the scene.

The Shawano County 
Sheriff’s Department was 

assisted at the scene by the 
Shawano Police Depart-
ment, Shawano Area Fire 
Department, Shawano 
Ambulance, Bonduel EMS, 
Wisconsin State Patrol, 
Shawano County Highway 
Department and the Sha-
wano County Coroner’s 
Office.

The names of those in-
volved are being withheld 
pending notification of 
family. The crash remains 
under active investigation.
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AbbyBank Foundation donates 
to Shawano Area United Way
The AbbyBank Founda-

tion Inc. donated $2,020 to 
the Shawano Area United 
Way for the purchase of 
laptops, wireless mice and 
a printer.

These technology up-
grades will enhance the or-
ganization’s ability to serve 
the community and further 
their mission to improve 
lives by mobilizing the car-
ing power of individuals 

to create positive changes 
in the areas of education, 
income and health.

“These tools will help 
increase efficiency and 
impact as they support 
families and individuals 
throughout the Shawano 
County area,” said Mike 
Morse, vice president-
commercial banking at 
AbbyBank.

The AbbyBank Founda-

tion was formed in 1986 
as a private charitable 
foundation of AbbyBank, 
which has contributed 
more than $1,826,300 to 
the foundation. Since 1986, 
the foundation has made 
donations to Abbotsford, 
Appleton, Gresham, Med-
ford, Shawano, Wausau, 
Weston and neighboring 
area organizations totaling 
more than $1,413,830.91.

The AbbyBank Foundation Inc. donated $2,020 to the Shawano Area United Way for the purchase of laptops, wire-
less mice and a printer. From left, are Michael Morse, vice president-commercial banking, Shawano AbbyBank; and 
Uriah Williams, executive director for Shawano Area United Way.� CONTRIBUTED

Civic center expands its offerings
The Shawano Civic 

Center, 225 S. Main St., 
Shawano, is looking for 
community members 
interested in playing cards, 
cribbage, dice games and 
board games — all of which 
are supplied at no charge.

Organizers said the 
games offer a chance to so-
cialize, make new friends, 
enjoy a cup of coffee and 
have some fun.

Currently, the civic 

center offers the Silver 
Foxes exercise group from 
8:30-9:30 a.m. Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, and 
Bingo at 10:30 a.m. Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday.

Card games are set to be 
offered from 1-3 p.m. or 2-4 
p.m. Monday, Thursday or 
Friday, depending on the 
schedules of the players.

The civic center is also 
on the lookout for musi-
cians who want to volun-

tarily share their talent. 
Singalongs or presentations 
(mornings or afternoons) 
are welcome. There is a 
piano at the civic center.

Anyone from beginners 
to experts interested in 
joining a painting group are 
welcome to stop in from 9 
a.m. to noon Tuesday.

For more information, 
visit the civic center, call 
715-526-9311 or email lpas-
son@cityofshawano.com.

On the lookout for severe weather

Ominous looking clouds filled the skies over Shawano the afternoon of June 3, while the National Weather Service 
issued a tornado warning for Langlade, Menominee and Oconto counties. Specifically, the warning covered north-
eastern Menominee County, central Oconto County and southeastern Langlade County. At 4:52 p.m., a severe thun-
derstorm capable of producing a tornado was located near Big Smokey Falls, or 21 miles north of Shawano, moving 
northeast at 35 mph.� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
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Golden Boy, Golden Girl selected for 2025
Pair will represent 
Twig’s Beverage 

under Lee’s tutelage
By LEE PULASKI

City Editor

Grayson Engel and Ava 
Herrmann are the new 
youth spokespeople for 
Twig’s Beverage for the 
next year after being an-
nounced as the big winners 
of the Golden Boy and Girl 
Contest during Sun Drop 
Dayz on June 7.

This is the second 
year of the contest, where 
students in the fourth grade 
are invited to send essays 
about why they’d be the 
best representatives for 
Shawano’s signature soda 
pop and how they embody 
the family and community 
values that Twig’s holds 
so dear. The contest was 
started by social media 
influencer Jaime Lee, who 

also serves as a spokesmo-
del for the company.

Grayson is a student 
at Sacred Heart Catholic 

School who enjoys 4-H and 
farming. He shows pigs and 
cows during the Shawano 
County Fair. His parents 

are Jim and Jessica Engel.
“He is a kind, young man 

and loves to serve in his 
church,” Lee said. “He is a 

sweet family member, and 
we’re looking forward to 
getting to know him.”

Ava, a student with St. 
James Lutheran School, 
is also part of 4-H, where 
she raises rabbits. Reading, 
crafts and fashions are also 
a part of her life. Lee noted 
that she and Ava are going 
to make an appearance this 
summer at Embarrass Fun 
Days, as her parents, Rachel 
and Travis Herrmann, are 
from the area.

“Looking forward to 
working with and men-
toring these two young 
people,” Lee said. “They 
won because of their sweet-
ness, their kindness. They 
live by the Golden Rule, 
and they exemplify Twig’s 
hometown values.”

Grayson is proud to be 
taking on the mantle of 
Golden Boy.

“It feels really good to 
do it,” Grayson said. “It 
feels good because I accom-
plished something.”

Ava said she was looking 
forward to having fun and 
doing videos around town.

“I’m looking forward to 
showing off my community 
when we do the fun days,” 
Ava said.

During their reign, Gray-
son and Ava will learn from 
Lee about public service, 
communication skills and 
how to be a representative 
for a business. They also 
get a year’s supply of Sun 
Drop.

“I’m so excited to be 
following along to show-
case their unique gifts and 
talents,” Lee said.

Lee would not say how 
many students entered this 
year’s contest, but she said 
that all the students who 
entered would be honored 
in some way.

“Maybe these two kids 
are winners. However, all 
these kids are winners in 
some way,” Lee said.

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Jaime Lee, spokesmodel for Twig’s Beverage, brings in Ava Herrmann, left, and Grayson Engel for a hug June 7 on the 
main stage at Sun Drop Dayz after the formal announcement that the children are the new Golden Girl and Boy for 
the soda bottling company.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Student scribes earn awards from Shawano Area Writers
The Shawano Area 

Writers handed out cer-
tificates of achievement, 
cash prizes and Writer’s 
Digest magazines to 37 
student writers May 18 at 
the Mielke Arts Center.

This year, the George 
Putz Memorial Student 
Writing Contest yielded 
177 entries.

Winners in the 2025 
contest are:

Fiction
• Grades 1-2: Bri-

ella LaRock, first place; 
Alayah Lyles, second; 
Ellie Cumberland, third; 
Emily Nguyen, honorable 
mention.

• Grades 3-4: Brielle 
Arndt, first; Marciana 
Beauprey, second; Wil-
liam Schlais, third; Brielle 
Arndt, honorable mention.

• Grades 5-8: Skewnik 
Waukechon-Reiter, first; 
Bailey Wild, second; Ellie 
Ford, third; Kynzlee Arndt 
and Cora Flaig (two), hon-
orable mention.

• Grades 9-12: Camille 
Gourley, first, second and 

third; Willow White and 
Sera Hyzer, honorable 
mention.

Poetry
• Grades 1-2: Opal 

Kaminski, first; Milo Gill-
ing, second; Cole Schlais, 
third; Opal Kaminski, 
honorable mention.

• Grades 3-4: Xander 
John, first; Will Schlais, 
second; Aaliyah Church, 
third; Logan Jensen and 
Maddux Mathews, honor-
able mention.

• Grades 5-8: Elizabeth 
Schlais, first and second; 
Grace Ford, third; Eliza-
beth Schlais and Grace 

Ford, honorable mention.
• Grades 9-12: Noah 

Suehring, first; Alana 
Estrada-House, sec-
ond; Alexis Verg, third; 
Jack Schoen, honorable 
mention.

Nonfiction
• Grades 1-2: Thomas 

Ullmer, first and sec-
ond; Jordi Wild, third; 
Lainey Grignon, honorable 
mention.

• Grades 3-4: Huck 
Goes, first; Brock Reedy, 
second; Aaliyah Church, 
third; Maddux Mathews, 
honorable mention.

• Grades 5-8:Elizabeth 

Schlais, first; Timothy 
Ullmer, second; Cadence 
Wildenberg, third; Ed-
ward Ullmer, honorable 
mention.

• Grades 9-12: Elena 
Ullmer, first and second; 
Camille Gourley, third; 
Willow White, honorable 
mention.
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Bands, more entertain at Sun Drop Dayz

PHOTOS BY LEE PULASKI • CITY EDITOR

ABOVE: Whiskey and Lace, a band hailing from 
Stevens Point, kicked off the beginning of Sun 
Drop Dayz on June 6 on East Elizabeth Street, 
firing off a mix of rock and country tunes for the 
crowd. Later in the night, Wet Possum keptpeo-
ple dancing as the first day headliner band.
LEFT: Dancers for the Ntxhais Dej Laim from 
Nkauj Zaj Dance Academy in Green Bay show off 
some of their Hmong dancing at one of the base-
ball fields at Memorial Park as part of the second 
day of Sun Drop Dayz on June 7.
RIGHT: Less than an hour in the first day of Sun 
Drop Dayz, the line was lengthy to get Sun Drop 
slushies in the food area.
BELOW: A 3-on-3 basketball tournament kept 
Elizabeth Street full of activity June 7 for the 
second day of Sun Drop Dayz.
BELOW RIGHT: Jaylyn Traxler, left, of Shawano, 
tries to pull away a lifesize jenga piece June 6 in 
Memorial Park as her friend, Kenna Radomski, of 
Shawano, watches. This and more made up the kid 
zone area for Sun Drop Dayz.
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Does your child suff er from obstructive sleep apnea?
Have you ever thought 

about your child’s sleep 
quality?

Questions to consider: 
Does your child’s breath-
ing pause when they are 
asleep? Does your child 
breathe through their 
mouth at night? Do you 
hear any choking noises or 
gasping for air during their 
sleep? Are they having 
diffi  culty concentrating at 
school or have been diag-
nosed with ADD/ADHD?

If you answered yes to 
one or more of these ques-

tions, your child may be 
suff ering from undiagnosed 
obstructive sleep apnea.

OSA occurs when there 
is an airway blockage in 
the back of the throat. 
This airway blockage can 
be caused by factors such 
as large tonsils, adenoids 

or excess fatty tissue. By 
blocking the movement of 
air in and out of the lungs, 
oxygen levels sink sig-
nifi cantly. These abnormal 
breathing events are called 
apneas or hypopneas and 
can appear as choking, 
snorts or gasps.

While adults and chil-
dren may snore during 
sleep, it is important to 
note that not all children 
aff ected with OSA will 
snore. The following are 
other physical indicators 
of OSA: pauses in breath-

ing during sleep, wheez-
ing or squealing, mouth 
breathing during sleep, 
snoring, tossing and turn-
ing, night sweats, head 
tilted back during sleep, 
bedwetting, sleepwalking 
or stunted growth.

There may also be 
cognitive and behavioral 
challenges displayed from 
a child suff ering from 
OSA: aggression, mood 
swings, hyperactivity, 
problems focusing, short 
attention span or learning 
disabilities. Sleep allows 

for the release of growth 
hormones that regulate 
mood, appetite, cardiovas-
cular health and cognitive 
abilities.

If your child is not get-
ting enough proper, good 
quality sleep, they can be 
aff ected both physically 
and emotionally.

OSA is less prevalent in 
children than adults, which 
is why it can be over-
looked and misdiagnosed. 
The good news is that 
there is treatment. Some 
dentists are able to work 

alongside a sleep physi-
cian or an ENT to make 
the proper sleep device for 
your child.

If you have any con-
cerns about your child, feel 
free to reach out to your 
pediatrician, or ask your 
dentist to look for signs 
within the oral cavity.

Dr. Rebecca Stevens, a general dentist 
and owner of Shawano Family Dentistry, 

received her training at Marquette 
University and is an active member of 
the Wisconsin Dental Association and 

the American Dental Association, with a 
focus on evaluating the overall health of 

her patients.

Rebecca Rebecca 
StevensStevens

Guest columnistGuest columnistGuest columnist

Birds, bees showcase their summer splendor
As a tweener, I heard 

the phrase “the birds and 
the bees” quite a few times. 
Being a sheltered farm kid, 
I couldn’t help but won-
der: What are they talking 
about? Alas, I knew little 
about reproduction at the 
time, but when I began my 
education on the topic, I 
approached my mother 
with a simple question. 
“So where do babies come 
from? And don’t tell me the 
stork. That’s ridiculous.”

Seeing my younger 
sister standing nearby, 
Mom said we’d discuss it 
later. The next day we had 
her version of “the talk.” 
It was a 10-minute, one-
sided conversation short 
on details. Her response 
to my questions might be 
summed up in four words: 
romance (wait) and procre-
ation (don’t).

A recent bird-watching 
experience brought back 
this memory, and I won-
dered where the phrase 
“birds and bees” originated. 
I learned it was in the 20th 
century, most likely based 

on natural behavior: birds 
laying eggs (female ovula-
tion) and bees pollinating 
(male fertilization). And 
the famous poet Samuel 
Taylor Coleridge, best 
known for Rime of the An-
cient Mariner, referenced 
both birds and bees in 
“Work Without Hope.”

Nature seems at work. 
Slugs leave their lair —

The bees are stirring — 
birds are on the wing —

And Winter slumbering 
in the open air,

Wears on his smiling face 
a dream of Spring!

And I the while, the sole 
unbusy thing,

Nor honey make, nor 
pair, nor build, nor sing.

I bring this up because 
summers up north provide 
nonstop free entertainment 
if you like interacting with 

nature. Fortunately, we 
have all the usual woodland 
creatures here at Otter 
Run. I’ve even bonded with 
some of them. My pet doe 
Sedona, who looks very 
pregnant right now, came 
out of the woods this morn-
ing when I called her name, 
and my buddy Sneaky 
Snake is back to keep the 
crickets and ticks under 
control.

As we are launching the 
pontoon today, Jon and 
I will enjoy the antics of 
muskrats, beavers and, of 
course, otters. We’ll cruise 
alongside super swimmers 
that summer here: herons, 
swans, ducks and loons. Ah, 
geese? Not so much. They 
make a god-awful racket 
and cover the lawn with 
“landmines.” As far as bees 
go, I did see a honeybee 
last year, but evidently it 
couldn’t coexist with the 
ginormous bumblebees 
feasting on my hibiscus.

Our human off spring 
like to tease us that only 
old people like to watch 
birds. Guilty on both 

counts. Luckily, the North-
woods provides a virtual 
aviary of beautiful fl ying 
feathered friends. We 
watch via the patio door 
as they empty the feeders 
on our deck, then rudely 
peck at the glass to re-
quest refi lls. After years of 
observing them, I conclude 
that bird behavior closely 
mirrors that of humans. 
Case in point: rose-breasted 
grosbeaks.

Each spring, soon to 
be dressed to the nines in 
their tuxedos, males arrive 
fi rst to check out the place. 
They test the footing on 
the feeder and sample the 
seeds, aggressively pushing 
rivals away. When females 
come, males strut their 
stuff , but the girls ignore 
them, concentrating on 
fueling up for the birthing 
process.

Once females have 
eggs in their increasingly 
rounded tummies, male be-
havior changes. The previ-
ously self-absorbed pretty 
boys take on the role of 
husband and father. After 

the eggs are laid, both sexes 
take turns incubating them, 
singing quietly to each 
other as they exchange 
places, but only the males 
sing at full volume from the 
nest. Sing? Wow. Jon says 
grosbeaks sound like robins 
that went to voice school. 
After the eggs hatch, unlike 
many birds, male grosbeaks 
help with feeding and pro-
tecting their young.

The fun continues 
when fl edglings come to 
the feeder. At this stage, 
youngsters resemble adult 
females. They perch on the 
deck rail, shivering, shaking 
and begging plaintively. 
Daddies respond by feeding 
them to stop the crying. As 
modifying feathers reveal 
gender, juveniles adopt 
adult behaviors. Males spar 
and taunt one another, 
attaining dominance or 
slinking off  only to return 
for more mistreatment. The 
females wait until the fi re-
works end, then peacefully 
share space at the feeder.

All of this is training for 
the mating cycle, which 

brings us back to where we 
started. For the fi rst time 
ever, we had a ringside seat 
this morning to grosbeak 
mating ritual. Jon noticed 
a male and female acting 
weird. The dude kept blow-
ing up his chest, gyrating 
his wings, prancing and 
dancing around. He tried 
to cozy up, but she repeat-
edly spurned his advances 
until suddenly fl ying off . He 
followed her to a nearby 
maple tree where I assume 
nature took its course. It’s 
all part of the Creator’s 
plan, or as Coleridge wrote 
in lines I include for my 
favorite columnist Kay 
Reminger:

He prayeth best, who 
loveth best

All things both great and 
small;

For the dear God who 
loveth us,

He made and loveth all.

Kathleen Marsh is a lifelong educator, 
writer and community advocate. She 

has published eight books, four on the 
history of Townsend, where she and 

husband Jon are happily retired on the 
beautiful Townsend Flowage.

Kathleen Kathleen 
MarshMarsh

ColumnistColumnist

GARDENING WITH MELINDA MYERS

Plant sunfl owers for season of enjoyment
Sunfl owers are one of 

those happy plants many 
gardeners can’t resist plant-
ing. Kids love to watch the 
plants reach for the sky, 
and everyone enjoys all 
the visitors. You are likely 
to see hummingbirds, bees 
and other pollinators on the 
fl owers, songbirds munch-
ing on the seeds, and squir-
rels practicing acrobatic 
contortions as they try to 
gain their fair share of the 
harvest.

What we call the 
“fl ower” is made of 1,000 
to 2,000 individual fl owers. 
The large petals are, in fact, 
infertile ray fl owers that do 
not develop into seeds. The 
center consists of fertile 
disk fl owers that develop 
into seeds after pollination 
occurs.

These versatile fl ow-
ers tolerate a wide range 
of soils around the world 
and are drought tolerant. 
It is not surprising they 
have been used by people 

for more than 4,000 years. 
Native Americans used the 
fl owers for pigments, the 
seeds for food, the dried 
stems for construction 
and fuel. Today, millions 
of acres of sunfl owers are 
grown for the edible seeds, 
oil and birdseed.

There is still time to 
plant sunfl owers. Just 
check the seed packet for 
the number of days from 
planting seed until bloom. 
You’ll fi nd varieties that 
mature in as few as 55 days 
while others need as many 
as 120 days to fl ower. Start 
planting sunfl ower seeds 
directly in the garden after 
the danger of frost has 
passed and soil is about 60 
degrees Fahrenheit. Extend 

the bloom time by making 
additional plantings, al-
lowing enough time for the 
plants to fl ower before the 
fi rst fall frost.

Protect seeds and seed-
lings from birds and other 
critters. Cover the area 

with a fl oating row cover, 
a spun fabric that lets air, 
light and water through to 
the plants, or some type of 
netting or screen. Plant the 
seeds 1 to 2 inches deep and 
6 inches apart in rows 2 to 
3 feet apart. Remove every 

other seedling once they are 
several inches tall.

Protect young plants 
from deer, if needed. These 
critters can quickly destroy 
young plants, so consider 
using a repellent or fenc-
ing if deer are a problem in 
your area.

Water often enough to 
keep the soil moist around 
the seeds and young seed-
lings. Gradually extend the 
time between watering to 
encourage the plants to 
grow a robust root system. 
Continue to water thor-
oughly as needed through-
out the growing season. 
Fertilize at planting and 
make a second application 
mid-summer, if needed. 
Follow the fertilizer label 
directions for proper timing 
and rates.

Staking isn’t usually 
needed to support even the 
taller varieties unless you 
are growing sunfl owers in a 
windy location or they are 
overcrowded. Use a metal 

or wood stake placed close 
to the stem if you need to 
stake the plants. Secure 
the plant to the stake using 
twine or soft ties made from 
cloth.

As the fl owers appear, 
watch them track the sun 
from east to west and return 
facing east each morning. 
Scientists recently dis-
covered the young plant’s 
sun-tracking, also called 
heliotropism, is tied to the 
plant’s circadian rhythms. 
One side of the stem elon-
gates during the day and the 
other side at night, directing 
the fl ower toward the sun. 
As the fl owers mature, they 
stay facing east, helping 
to attract pollinators like 
bees to the warmer fl ower 
surface.

Enjoy watching your 
sunfl owers sprout, grow 
and fl ower. Take time to 
observe the many visitors 
to the blooms, and be sure 
to harvest a few seeds for 
snacking.

Melinda 
Myers

Columnist

Melinda Melinda 

Concert Bells produce multiple flower heads along the stem for a ready-
made bouquet from a single stem. ALL-AMERICA SELECTIONS



FRIDAY, JUNE 13, 2025  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE 11



PAGE 12  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, JUNE 13, 2025

It adds up for CMN faculty member of the year
Math has been called 

many things, some of 
which can’t be printed in 
this column. Yet, CMN’s 
faculty of the year awardee 
Audra Castonia sees the 
subject as an attractive 
means to enrich her stu-
dents’ lives.

“I believe in the beauty 
of mathematics that sur-
rounds us and the power of 
numbers to shape our ev-
eryday lives,” she said. “My 
goal is to help all students 
appreciate and understand 
math by fostering curiosity, 
using songs and analogies 
to build strong, relatable 
connections to the material, 
and inspiring them to grow, 
learn and strive for their 
best.”

Teaching at the college 
since January 2020, Casto-
nia completed her bach-
elor’s degree at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Stevens 
Point and her master’s 
degree at the UW-Oshkosh. 
CMN is not her fi rst teach-

ing gig, thereby giving her 
a depth of experience to 
draw from.

“I taught high school 
math for six years but 
yearned for a more ma-
ture audience,” she said. 
“I started teaching as an 
adjunct for a couple of the 
post-secondary institutions 
in the Green Bay area. The 
schools were not looking 
to hire full-time instructors 
so a couple schools became 
several schools. One semes-
ter, I taught at fi ve diff erent 
schools.”

While her work history 
proves her commitment to 
education, she explained 
how the complexity of part-
time employment caused 
her to keep searching for 

a more 
permanent 
position.

“Hav-
ing to rely 
on several 
schools 
to have 
enough 
classes 
fi t into a 

schedule to pay the bills 
was stressful,” she said. “I 
was looking for a place to 
call ‘home’ while at work.”

At CMN, Castonia found 
a place where she could 
thrive.

“There are many ways 
that I am growing with the 
experiences at CMN,” she 
said.”My teaching style has 
adjusted along with my 
approach to students and 
to adult learning. I want the 
students to improve their 
skills and their attitudes 
toward diffi  cult situations 
in life so I need to do the 
same.”

Castonia wears multiple 

hats beyond teaching at 
CMN. She is the chair of 
the math and sciences de-
partment, vice president of 
the faculty committee and 
a member of the committee 
of academic quality, which 
upholds the college’s cur-
riculum standards.

At CMN’s May com-
mencement, Chief Aca-
demic Offi  cer Geraldine 
Sanapaw listed the addi-
tional honors that garnered 
Castonia this year’s award.

“Audra has also served 
as the CMN faculty rep-
resentative implementing 
Carnegie Math Pathways as 
an initiative within Project 
Success and Achieving the 
Dream,” Sanapaw said. 
“She has also assisted the 
full-time faculty in creating 
the Regular and Substan-
tive Interaction Training 
for in-person and online 
faculty at CMN and has 
participated in the Quality 
Matters training to adapt 
and teach our college 

algebra course in the online 
format.”

Still, Castonia did not 
expect to win this year’s 
award.

“I was very surprised,” 
she said. “Honestly, one 
doesn’t dream of receiving 
accolades for teaching the 
subject most students love 
to hate.”

Castonia did share her 
best advice to faculty, 
regardless of which subject 
they teach.

“Make a checklist of 
everything that needs to be 
done,” she said. “Do your 
best when completing each 
step. Review and change 
10% of any lesson plan 
every term.”

Her advice to incoming 
students followed a similar 
pattern.

“Make a checklist for 
everything that needs to 
get done,” she said. “Make a 
schedule and stick to it. Do 
your best when complet-
ing each step. Review and 

study 10% of the material 
each week.”

Castonia off ered how 
she plans to take her own 
advice on both creating 
task lists and striving for 
continuous improvement 
over the next academic 
year.

“I’m looking forward to 
tweaking lesson plans so 
students continue to gain 
confi dence in their abstract 
problem-solving skills,” 
Castonia said.

Considering the ratio-
nale for this accolade, it’s 
easy to see why Castonia 
was selected for CMN’s 
most distinguished fac-
ulty award. Her dedication 
to her teaching and her 
students’ success makes 
for a winning formula. One 
might even call it a thing of 
beauty.

Ryan Winn, Ph.D., teaches communica-
tions, English, history and theater at 

the College of Menominee Nation. Visit 
www.menominee.edu for more informa-

tion about the school.

Ryan WinnRyan Winn
ColumnistColumnist

AUDRA 
CASTONIA

WHAT’S HAPPENING
FRIDAY, JUNE 13

NAVARINO: Woodland Fairy Day 
Camp, 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Navarino 
Nature Center, W5646 Lindsten Road. 
Information at navarino.org; $40 
members, $50 non-members.

KESHENA: Kehtekaewak Farmers 
Market, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., College of 
Menominee Nation, N172 State High-
way 47-55. 

GILLETT: Roy Hubbard Memorial 
Truck Show, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., Zippel 
Park. Registration starts 10 a.m., Craft 
and Vendor Show 3-8 p.m., opening 
ceremony 5:45 p.m., light show and 
fireworks at dusk, live music, food and 
refreshments.

BIRNAMWOOD: Polka Days, 4 p.m. 
to midnight, Chet and Emil’s, 388 Main 
St. Live music, food and refreshments.

SURING: Recovery Talking Circle, 
6-8 p.m. South Branch Community 
Center, W1281 County Road M. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 14
LEOPOLIS: Booster Club Annual 

Kids Free Fishing Day, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
Leopolis Pond, Fourth and Water 
streets. Must be accompanied by an 
adult.

GILLETT: Roy Hubbard Memorial 
Truck Show, 10 a.m. to midnight, Zippel 
Park. Craft and Vendor Show 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m., Kids Choice Judging 11 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m., light parade 8:30 p.m., live 
music, food and refreshments.

SHAWANO: Shawano Area Freema-
sons Car Show, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., 2324 

E. Richmond St. Registration 8-11 a.m. 
Raffles, brats and burgers.

WITTENBERG: Emerging Talent XI, 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m., WOWSPACE, 114 W. 
Vinal St. An exhibit celebrating the 
creativity and imagination of student 
artists in kindergarten through 12th 
grade.

BIRNAMWOOD: Polka Days, noon to 
11 p.m., Chet and Emil’s, 388 Main St. 
Live music, craft and vendor sale, food 
and refreshments.

SHAWANO: Naberhood Block Party, 
6-8 p.m., The Naberhood, 214 S. Main 
St. Live music with Backstage Pass.

SHAWANO: Shawano Speedway, 6 
p.m., 990 E. Green Bay St. Gates open 
4 p.m. $12, ages 12-16 $6, and younger 
than 11 free.

BOWLER: Jay Mohr, comedian and 
author, 8 p.m., North Star Mohican Ca-
sino Resort, W12180 County Road A. 
Doors open 7 p.m., tickets at https://
ticketstar.evenue.net/events/MNS

SUNDAY, JUNE 15
SHAWANO: Zurko’s Midwest Pro-

motions Flea Market, 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Shawano County Fairgrounds, 990 E. 
Green Bay St. $2 admission, 12 and 
under free with adult. 

BIRNAMWOOD: Polka Days, 9:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m., Chet and Emil’s, 388 
Main St. Church service 9:30 a.m., 
parade at noon, live music, food and 
refreshments.

WITTENBERG: Emerging Talent XI, 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m., WOWSPACE, 114 W. 
Vinal St. An exhibit celebrating the 

creativity and imagination of student 
artists in kindergarten through 12th 
grade.

SHAWANO: Music in the Park at Ar-
lington, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Arlington Park, 
300 N. Humphrey Circle. Live music 
with Mike Daley and Bill Hurley.

MONDAY, JUNE 16
SHAWANO: Recovery talking circle, 

6-8 p.m., First Presbyterian Church, 
Room 4, 100 W. Presbyterian St. Infor-
mation: Dallas Gast, 715-701-5388 or 
dallasgast8@gmail.com. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 17
OCONTO FALLS: Oconto County 

Farmers Market, 4-8 p.m., Memorial 
Field. Vendors, live music, food trucks. 

SHAWANO: Naberhood Block Party, 
6 p.m., The Naberhood, 214 S. Main St. 
Mischief and Magic Show.

KESHENA: Recovery talking circle, 
6-8 p.m. Omaeqnomenewak Weto-
hkatikamek Center, 2700 Mianace-
qtawak Road. Information: Mindy 
Thunder at 715-799-3835 or mthun-
der@mitw.org. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 18
SHAWANO: Friends of the Library 

Read In, 11 a.m. to noon, The Naber-
hood, 214 S. Main St. An event that 
gets everyone outside with their favor-
ite reading material, to quietly engage 
in many people’s favorite pastime.

WITTENBERG: Drive Up Resource 
Day, 3-6 p.m., Wittenberg Food Pantry, 
702 S. Webb St. Hosted by Shawano 

Area Early Childhood Partnership. 
Organizations such as WIC, Forward 
Service Corporation, Parent Con-
nection, etc., will be available to give 
resources to area families.

SHAWANO: Ski Sharks, 5:30-7:30 
p.m., Wolf River Beach at Smalley Park, 
211 Riverside Park; enter ski site from 
Third Street. 

BONDUEL: Farmers Market, 4-7 
p.m., corner of Cecil and Green Bay 
streets. 

KESHENA: Recovery talking circle, 
6-8 p.m. Omaeqnomenewak Weto-
hkatikamek Center, 2700 Mianace-
qtawak Road. Information: Mindy 
Thunder at 715-799-3835 or mthun-
der@mitw.org. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 19
NAVARINO: Pirate Day Camp, 9 a.m. 

to 12:30 p.m., Navarino Nature Center, 
W5646 Lindsten Road. Information 
at navarino.org; $40 members, $50 
non-members.

SHAWANO: Thursdayz at Franklin, 
6-8:30 p.m., Franklin Park, 235 S. 
Washington St. Live music with Taylor 
and the ANti-Heroes.

BOWLER: Native American Talk-
ing Circle, 7-9 p.m., Mohican Family 
Center, N8605 Oak St. Information: 
Yvonne Burr, 715-326-0891. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 20
GRESHAM: Swing Through the De-

cades Inaugural Golf Outing for SAM 
25, 8:30 a.m., Pine Hill Golf Course, 
N9499 Pine Hills Drive. Registration 

8:30 a.m., shotgun start 10 a.m., $100 
per player covers 18 holes with cart, 
lunch and family style dinner. Register 
at 715-916-3045 or mail/drop off an 
order form to SAM25, 105 E. Rich-
mond St.

KESHENA: Kehtekaewak Farmers 
Market, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., College of 
Menominee Nation, N172 State High-
way 47-55. 

SHAWANO: Walk to End Alzheim-
er’s, 3-5 p.m., The Cottages on Golden 
Pond Memory Care, 103 Madison 
Way. Walk around the pond to support 
residents and their families affected by 
the disease; ice cream sundaes, baked 
goods, Sun Drop shlushies and crafts. 
All proceeds donated to the Alzheim-
er’s Association.

WITTENBERG: Community Days, 
5-11 p.m., Washington Park, 104 Park 
St. Carnival rides and midway games, 
food, live music, crafts, vendors.

OCONTO FALLS: Music by the River, 
6-9 p.m., East Side Beach, North Main 
Street. Live music by Carbon Road.

SURING: Recovery Talking Circle, 
6-8 p.m. South Branch Community 
Center, W1281 County Road M. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 21
SHAWANO: FRESH Project Farmers 

Market, 8 a.m. to noon, Franklin Park, 
235 S. Washington St. 

SHAWANO: Rhubarb Fest, 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m., Heritage Park 524 N. Franklin 
St. Live music, crafts, children’s games, 
pie contest, plant sale and tours, 
hosted by Shawano Historical Society.
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Brooks wins state title in high jump

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Division 3
Eva Brooks of Lena/St. 

Thomas Aquinas Academy 
is a state champion in the 
high jump after competing 
in the WIAA State Track 
and Field Meet on June 6-7 
at UW-La Crosse.

Brooks won the high 
jump at 5 feet, 7 inches. 
Three other girls tied for 
second at 5-4. Bonduel’s 
Audrey Weier placed sixth 
at 5-2.

Bonduel teammate Josie 
Pawlak was fifth in the 
triple jump, with Suring 
Aliya Cox placing eighth.

In the long jump, Paw-
lak placed 13th with Cox 
in 14th.

Bonduel’s Mariah 
Wondra was seventh in the 
3,200-meter run and 10th 
in the 1,600-meter run.

Peyton Westrich placed 
eighth in the 400-meter 
dash.

Placing ninth in the 
4x800 were Wondra, Tea-
gan Engel, Amelia Wilcox 
and Westrich.

Cox finished in ninth 
in the 100-meter hurdles 
and ninth in the 300-meter 
hurdles.

For the boys, Bonduel’s 
team of Malachi Gray, Sam 
Roberts, Griffin Uelmen 
and Mason Ballwahn fin-
ished in eighth place in the 
4x200-meter relay.

Bonduel’s Ryan 
Westrich was 12th in the 

shot put.
Gillett’s Bradyn Wen-

dorff placed 12th in the 
800-meter run.

Division 2
The Oconto Falls four-

some of Emery Pagel, 

Abby Budz, Gracie Miller 
and Rylie Shallow finished 
second in the 4x100 in 
49.21 seconds, with the 
winner’s tine at 48.96.

Shawano’s Adalyn Bar-
kley placed fourth in the 

400-meter dash and fifth in 
the triple jump.

Maci Beyer was eighth 
in the high jump.

In the 4x400, Shawano’s 
team of Maci Beyer, Tela 
Hopfensperger, Mikelah 

Powers and Barkley placed 
seventh. Witt-Birn’s team 
of Kylee Beversdorf, Nora 
Bushman, Harper Rogows-
ki and Faith Resch were 
10th.

In the 4x800, it was 

Shawano’s Bailey Hen-
dricks, Beyer, Powers 
and Barkley placing 11th, 
and Witt-Birn’s Bushman, 
Harper Krull, Rogowski 
and Beversdorf finishing 
17th.

Resch placed 11th in the 
triple jump and 17th in the 
long jump.

In the boys high jump, 
Menominee Nation’s 
Mikey (Aiden) Chapman 
finished in seventh place, 
and Witt-Birn’s Landen 
Schmidt was seventh in 
the discus.

In the 4x200, Oconto 
Falls’ Brady Bursa, Isaac 
Bramer, Evan Yuma and 
Elijah White placed sixth. 
Bursa was also 13th in the 
long jump.

Division 1
The Pulaski quartet 

of Addison Krueger, Lily 
Urben, Faye Brunke and 
Olivia Sprangers finished 
in third place in the 4x200, 
fewer than two seconds off 
the leader.

Emerson Fabry finished 
fifth in the 800-meter run.

In the 200-meter dash, 
Sprangers placed sixth. She 
was eighth in the 100-me-
ter dash.

Olivia Stedl was 23rd in 
the 1,600-meter run.

For the boys, Keaton 
Dauk placed second in the 
300-meter hurdles.

Mitchell Pilon placed 
18th in the 800-meter run, 
and Bennett Vanschyndel 
was 20th in the high jump.

Lena/St. Thomas Aquinas Academy junior Eva Brooks clears the high jump during a June 2024 indoor meet. Brooks, now a senior, won the state champion-
ship in high jump at the WIAA state meet in La Crosse.								                FILE | NEW MEDI

Wittenberg-Birnamwood,
Lena capture regional titles

Wittenberg-Birnamwood pitcher Zandyr Barke prepares for another inning 
against Bonduel in the regional title game June 5. The Chargers beat the 
Bonduel Bears 1-0.				                   TINA BACON

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

June 5
Wittenberg-Birnam-

wood 1, Bonduel 0
Bonduel traveled to 

Wittenberg for a regional 
championship game that 
ended up being an old-
fashioned pitchers duel.

Bonduel’s Cade Johnson 
and Witt-Birn’s Zander 
Barke each threw six shut-
out innings. In the seventh, 
Race Anvelink doubled to 
lead off the Bonduel half 
of the inning. However, 
he would not advance as 
Barke shut down the next 
three hitters.

In the bottom half, Con-
nor Meverden singled to 
lead off the inning. After 
Meverden was sacrificed 
to second, Hudson Miller 
singled to left field to score 
Meverden with the only 
run of the game.

Anvelink, Beckett Hart-
laben and Kody Schroeder 
had the only hits for the 
Bears. Barke had two hits 
to lead the Chargers.

Bonduel end their 
season at 15-9 overall. The 
team was third in the CWC 
East at 10-4.

According to season-

ending stats by wissports.
net, the Bears were led by 
Hartlaben hitting .500 and 
Kody Schroeder hitting 
.333.

Joe Felhofer had 22 
RBIs, and Schroeder had 
16. Cade Johnson had five 
wins on the mound, and 
Hartlaben collected three.

Lena 4, Phelps/Three 
Lakes 1

Lena captured the 
regional title with a 4-1 win 
over Phelps/Three Lakes. 
The Wildcats advance 
to the sectional games, 
just two wins away from 
competing at the state 
tournament.

Hortonville 5, Pulaski 
1

The 2025 campaign for 
the Red Raiders came to 
an end with a 5-1 loss to 
Hortonville in the regional 
title game.

Bonduel first baseman Mason Zuleger tags the bag for an out against Wittenberg-Birnamwood’s Hayden Miller. 
Witt-Birn won the June 5 regional championship 1-0.					       TINA BACON

BASEBALL,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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Division 1, Notre 
Dame

Pulaski’s Brady Hay-
ward qualified for the state 
golf meet as an individual 
after carding a 76 (tied for 
third best score) at Thorn-
berry Creek in Hobart for 

the WIAA golf sectionals.
Hayward led his team 

to a third-place finish with 
a 318, just three strokes 
behind Bay Port, which 
advanced to the state meet 
along with sectional cham-
pion De Pere.

Also scoring for the 
Red Raiders were Dixon 
Holewinski and Bradin 
Schultz, each with an 80, 
and Casey Medlam with 
an 82. Nathan Jossie also 
carded a 90.

Shawano’s Blake Knope, 
who competed at section-
als as an individual, scored 
an 80. He was among six 
golfers to hit the mark.

Shawano’s TJ Smith 
scored a 102.

Division 2, Seymour
Oconto Falls tied for 

seventh place with a 
361 at Crystal Springs in 
Seymour.

Kadyn Riel led the Pan-
thers with an 82. He was 
followed by Dylan Clark 

with an 87, Carson McDer-
mid with a 94 and Brock 
McDermid with a 98.

Playing as an individual, 
Menominee Nation/Gresh-
am’s Anik Corn carded a 
97.

Division 3, Bonduel
Bonduel’s golf team 

advanced to the state meet 
after winning the sectional 
championship at Golden 
Sands in Cecil.

The Bears won with a 
353. Marathon and Oconto 

tied for second with a 354, 
but Marathon won the tie-
breaker and also advanced 
to state as a team.

Lena placed fifth with a 
359, and Marion was sixth 
at 366.

Jaxon Bogacz led the 
Bears with an 83. He was 
joined by Colin Fischer’s 
85, Cole Westphal’s 87 and 
Griffin Uelmen’s 98. Cory 
Wussow carded a 100.

Lena’s Mason Belongia 
was an individual qualifier 

for state with his 81. Also 
scoring for the Wildcats 
were Cooper Demmith 
with a 90, Mason Spice and 
Tanner Behnke each with 
a 94. Vance Turecek had 
a 100.

Marion’s scores were 
Elijah Scheef with 89, 
Brady Malueg with 90, 
Collin Grogan with 91 and 
James Nolan with 96. Jar-
ren Faehling ceded a 105.

Gillett’s Parker Jenerou 
scored a 111.

Bonduel golf team returns to state tourney
Pulaski, Lena 

individual 
golfers qualify

Pulaski finished the 
regular season at 11-7 in 
the Fox River Classic Con-
ference (fourth place) and 
was 17-10 over the course 
of the regular and playoff 
seasons.

June 4
Seymour 3, Shawano 

1
Shawano lost 3-1 to 

Seymour in a WIAA Divi-
sion 2 regional playoff 
game postponed one day 
due to rain.

The Hawks, 13-9 
overall, ended the season 
in third place in the Bay 
Conference with an 11-7 
record.

Bonduel 6, Coleman 2
Bonduel started its 

Division 3 regional game 
with back-to-back singles 
by Cade Johnson and 
Race Anvelink. They 
both scored on ground 
balls and so did Beckett 
Hartlaben as the Bears 
scored three runs in the 
first inning.

Bonduel added a run in 
the second on a single by 
Jack Zernicke. Coleman 
scored one in the second 
on a hit by Alex Meyer.

The Cougars cut the 
deficit to 4-2 on a single 

by Gavin Pusick in the 
sixth.

The Bears got two 
big insurance runs in the 
seventh inning on a single 
by Aiden Hillsberg. Cade 
Johnson shut the Cougars 
down in the seventh for 
the 6-2 final.

Bonduel, seeded No. 
5, runs its record to 15-8 
and will play at No. 1 seed 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood 
at 4:30 p.m. June 5.

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood 8, St. Mary Catho-
lic 3

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood advanced to the 
regional final with an 8-3 
win over St. Mary Catho-
lic in Division 3 action.

Waupaca 6, Oconto 
Falls 4

The Panthers lost to 
Waupaca 6-4 in eight in-
nings as the Oconto Falls 
team’s season came to an 
end.

Oconto Falls ended the 
season at 17-7 overall. The 
team placed third in the 
North Eastern Conference 
with a 12-6 record.

Lena 10, Gresham 0
Lena, the No. 1 seed in 

its Division 4 sectional, 
shut out Gresham 10-0 in 

six innings to advance to 
the regional final.

Gresham ended the 
season at 10-6 overall 

while tying for second at 
6-4 in the CWC North.

Florence 10, Bowler 0
Like Gresham, its 

neighboring school dis-
trict, Bowler, was shut out 
10-0 to end its season.

Bowler lost in five in-
nings to Florence, which 
advanced to the regional 
final.

Bowler ended the 
season at 8-6 overall. The 
Panthers tied Gresham at 
6-4 for third place in the 
CWC North.

Pacelli 8, Tigerton 1
Tigerton’s season came 

to an end with an 8-1 loss 
to No. 1 seed Pacelli.

At 15-3 overall, the Ti-
gers won the CWC North 
with a 10-1 record.

Pulaski 9, Green Bay 
Southwest 2

Pulaski, seeded No. 6, 
defeated No.11 seed Green 
Bay Southwest 9-2 in the 
opening round of Division 
1 regional games.

The Red Raiders will 
play June 5 at Horton-
ville for the regional 
championship.

June 3
Tigerton 8, Rosholt 1
Tigerton advanced to 

the regional final game 
after an 8-1 win over 
Rosholt.

BASEBALL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

Wittenberg-Birnamwood’s Connor Meverden takes a big swing against Bonduel in the WIAA regional championship 
game June 5. The Chargers advanced to sectional play with a 1-0 shutout victory.		    TINA BACON

Pulaski soccer team wins regional crown
June 7
Pulaski 6, Menasha 0
Pulaski’s girls soccer 

team won the regional title 
in championship fashion, 
defeating Menasha 6-0 in a 
shutout.

Ruth Krause scored a 
pair of the Red Raiders’ 

goals, while Sydney Kunst-
man, Estalla Vieaux, Any 
Hasser and Leah Kapla 
each had one.

At 15-5-1 overall, Pu-
laski’s advanced to the sec-
tionals, with the first game 
being June 12 at Plymouth. 
Regardless of which team 

wins, the sectional final 
will be played at 1 p.m June 
14 against either Nicolet or 
Brookfield Central, with 
the sectional champion 
moving on to the state 
tournament.

June 5
Sheboygan Falls 9, 

Shawano 1
Shawano’s soccer team 

watched their playoff 
chances slowly fall by the 
wayside as Sheboygan Falls 
worked its way to a 9-1 vic-
tory in a WIAA Division 3 
regional game.

Sheboygan Falls held a 

5-1 lead after the first half 
and scored another four 
goals after the intermission.

Shawano ended the 
regular season at 4-4-2 for 
firth place in the Bay Con-
ference and 7-11-3 overall.

June 3
Pulaski 6, Menasha 0

The No. 4 seed Red 
Raiders shut out No. 13 
seed Menasha 6-0 in the 
opening round of WIAA 
regional soccer action.

Pulaski advanced to the 
June 7 regional title game 
and will host No. 5 seed 
West De Pere at 1 p.m.
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‘Covey’ left his mark on
Navarino Rangers baseball team

Field named in honor of longtime supporter Kevin Conradt
By GREG SEUBERT

Correspondent

His name was Kevin 
Conradt, but most people 
who knew the Navarino 
resident called him Covey.

Besides serving as the 
Shawano County town’s 
chairman for nearly 40 
years, he was also a big 
supporter of the Navarino 
Rangers, the community’s 
Dairyland League baseball 
team.

The team returned the 
favor June 8 by naming its 
home field in memory of 
Conradt, who passed away 
in January at age 67.

The field on State 
Highway 156 is now known 
as Kevin “Covey” Con-
radt Memorial Field. The 
Rangers were scheduled 
to play their first game 
on the newly named field 
by hosting their long-
time Dairyland rival, the 
Bonduel Broncos, but wet 
field conditions caused 
the game to be postponed 
and rescheduled for a later 
date.

More than 100 of Con-
radt’s family and friends 
showed up for a dedica-
tion ceremony before the 
scheduled game. They 
included his brothers, 
Steve and Terry, and their 
sister, Joy.

“I want to thank the 
Navarino Town Board, the 
Navarino Athletic Asso-
ciation and all the powers 
that be that made this day 
possible,” Steve Conradt 
said. “Naming this field in 
memory of Covey is as fit-
ting a tribute as his family 
could have ever imagined. 
It’s an honor that we’ll 
forever be proud of and be 
grateful for.

“As I look around this 
beautiful ballpark, my 
mind can’t help but go 
back to days gone by, 
playing pickup games here 
with my friends, watch-
ing softball games and, 
of course, games played 
by the Rangers. This 
ballpark has always been 

a great place to spend a 
sunny summer afternoon, 
whether playing a game or 
watching one.”

The Rangers were an 
important part of Covey’s 
life. Terry Conradt played 
for the Rangers, but Steve 
and Covey didn’t.

“We were always fans,” 
Steve said. “These were 
our neighbors, these were 
our friends. We watched 
them grow up. In some 
cases, those guys who we 
watched, their grandchil-
dren are playing.”

Some area communities 
lost their amateur baseball 
team over the years due 
to lack of interest or for 
other reasons, but that 
was never the case with 
the Rangers. The team is 
a charter member of the 
Dairyland League, which 
was founded in 1959 and 
currently consists of Na-
varino, Bonduel and eight 
other teams: Cecil, Hofa 
Park, Hortonville, Mari-
nette, Nichols, Pulaski, 
Shawano and Waupaca.

“We’ve always had a 
strong – not only a fan fol-
lowing, but a strong ability 
to get guys who want to 
play here,” Conradt said. 
“It’s a fun place to play, 

and the fans are great. It’s 
no fun going when there’s 
so few fans in the stands. 
Here, it’s always been a 
happening every Sunday 
or Friday with the lights.”

Covey was elected town 
chairman at age 29 and 

remained chairman until 
he died.

“When Kevin passed, 
I think we all hoped 
something like this would 
happen,” Conradt said. 
“Of course, it wasn’t our 
place to push for anything 

like that. We were notified 
toward the end of March 
to attend a meeting and 
there was some news they 
wanted to share with us. 
This was it.”

Conradt admitted de-
tails are sketchy about how 
Covey got his nickname.

“I asked that same 
question while giving 
remarks at his funeral,” 
he said. “Apparently, it 
was an after-hour discus-
sion over a case of beer 
with myself, Kevin and a 
few other guys. I guess I 
was the one who laid it on 
him. I don’t recall it, but 
there were a couple guys 
who were present and 
said, ‘No, you’re the one 
that gave him that name.’ 
Most people know him as 
Covey.”

Having the field named 
in his brother’s honor is 
a big deal for his family, 
and there’s a reason the 
Rangers decided to honor 
Covey on the day the team 
faced Bonduel.

“Bonduel has always 
been kind of the archri-
val,” Conradt said. “A lot 
of us living in Navarino, 
that’s where we went to 
high school. “Don’t get 
me wrong, there are other 

great rivalries, Nichols 
and Hofa Park are rivals. 
There’s just a real commu-
nity between all the Dairy-
land League teams, but 
Bonduel has always been 
the one that you wanted to 
beat.”

Conradt said the field 
has changed over the 
years, thanks in part to the 
efforts of his brother.

“A broken-down snow 
fence in the outfield is now 
a sturdy chain link fence,” 
he said. “The floodlights 
of years past have been 
replaced by a new, modern 
lighting system. The score-
board, improved dugouts 
and a press box are a few 
more changes. Aluminum 
bleachers, a protected 
kids’ play area, a basketball 
court, new washrooms and 
some of Covey’s personal 
touches like the old rail-
road sign are a few more. 
I mention all of these as a 
gentle reminder to those 
here today that the man 
was in some ways the driv-
ing force behind many of 
these improvements. This 
ballpark was a big part of 
his life in this special little 
town that he so dearly 
loved. After today, this 
field will carry his name.”

Conradt said he and his 
family will look forward 
to seeing Covey’s name on 
the top of the scoreboard 
in right field.

“I know there were 
attempts to rename this 
place in Covey’s honor 
while he was still with 
us, but Covey didn’t want 
any part of that,” he said. 
“That’s not surprising to 
those of us who knew him. 
He may not be physically 
present with us today, but 
rest assured, he’s here with 
us today, and as long as 
the Navarino Rangers take 
this field, his presence will 
be felt. I hope his name on 
the scoreboard serves as a 
reminder to each of you of 
Covey and all the good he 
did and a reminder as well 
of all the good times we 
had with him.”

Although he never suited up for the Navarino Rangers, the team renamed its home baseball field in honor of Kevin “Covey” Conradt.	             GREG SEUBERT

Kevin “Covey” Conradt’s brother, Steve, spoke June 8 at a ceremony in Na-
varino to rename the community’s baseball field in Kevin Conradt’s honor.

GREG SEUBERT

KEVIN “COVEY” CONRADT
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Bears get shut out in 
softball sectional final

June 4
Manawa 3, Bonduel 0
In a game delayed a day 

due to rain, Bonduel’s soft-
ball team was shut out 3-0 
by Manawa in the Division 
3 sectional final. Manawa 
earned a trip to state with 
the win.

The Bears finished the 
season in second place 
in the CWC East with an 
11-3 record, a game behind 
Manawa at 12-2. Overall, 

Bonduel was 19-9 in the 
2025 season.

Leading the Bears this 
year was Lizzie Delzer 
with a .500 batting aver-
age, followed by Emery 
Thompson with a .440 
average.

Jayla Reinke notched 25 
RBIs, and Tatum Sporisky 
had 22.

Thompson led on the 
mound with 10 wins, and 
Kallie Wilcox tallied eight.

Shawano’s Ella Stuber has been selected by high school coaches to play in 
the North-South all-star softball game to be held in the Wisconsin Dells on 
June 17. She is going to pursue her softball career at UW-River Falls, with 
plans to major in speech pathology. She is the daughter of Jenny and Tony 
Stuber.					                CONTRIBUTED

All-star softball player Rain postpones four BABA games 
By GREG SEUBERT

Correspondent

East/West Division
June 8
Gresham 12, Menomi-

nee 11
Jerzy Brocker, Cody 

Riemer and Crew Weis-
nicht each had two hits 
to help lead the Gophers 
to a one-run win over the 
Indians.

Mitch Vande Walle and 
Austin Peters led Menomi-
nee at the plate with three 
and two hits, respectively.

Luke Pecore picked up 
the win on the mound.

Neopit 14, Marion 6
Tass Grignon had 

three of the Chiefs’ hits in 
the win, including a pair 
of doubles, while Mike 
Pecore and Wendell Wau-
kau added two hits each.

Bobby Brunker and 
Jared Sonnenberg led the 
Meisters with two hits 

each.
Bob Peters picked up 

the win, and Joe Weyen-
berg took the loss.

Clintonville at Shawano 
was rained out.

Tilleda at Crandon was 
also rained out.

June 6
Little Falls 10, Caro-

line 0 (8 inn.)
Parker Gullixon, Kal 

Fischer and Cam Gruen-
wald hit home runs for 
Little Falls as the Loggers 
stayed undefeated in divi-
sion play.

Carter Kurki struck 
out 13 batters and held the 
Cougars to two hits over 
eight innings to get the win 
on the mound.

Jack Yeager took the 
loss after giving up six 
runs over five innings.

Klay Barkow and Jared 
Cartwright had Caroline’s 
two hits.

Tigerton 7, Leopolis 4

Jayden Sivertson had 
two hits to lead the Tigers 
at the plate, while Hayden 
Harris got the pitching 
win.

Anderson Schmidt 
homered for Leopolis but 
also took the loss on the 
mound. Andrew Kristof 
had three hits for the 
Bulldogs.

North Division
June 8
Antigo/Polar 15, 

Aniwa 0 (7 inn.)
Antigo/Polar needed 

only seven innings to score 
15 runs while holding the 
Orioles scoreless.

Winning pitcher AJ 
Kirsch held Aniwa to one 
hit.

Six of Antigo/Polar’s 
runs came on a pair of 
three-run homers from 
Logan Doering.

Eli Fleischman added 
three hits and Walker 
Winkleman, Ben Robrecht, 

Mason Gray and Jake Ha-
nus had two each.

Kody Szews took the 
loss for Aniwa, and Chris 
Wiseman had the Orioles’ 
only hit.

Elderon 15, Hatley 2
Ian Zeinert had three 

of Elderon’s 12 hits, while 
Mike Lehman and Justin 
Meronk added two each.

Elderon’s pitchers held 
the Braves to three hits.

Nathan Lemanczyk 
picked up the win and 
Braxton Olson took the 
loss.

June 6
Eland 4, Wittenberg 3
No results were 

available.
South-Central 

Division
June 8
Scandinavia at Plover 

was rained out.
Weymont at New Lon-

don was also rained out.

Waupaca hands Pulaski first Dairyland League loss
By GREG SEUBERT

Correspondent

First place in the Dairy-
land League standings was 
on the line June 8, as Wau-
paca hosted Pulaski.

Both teams headed into 
the game with identical 5-0 
records in league play, but 
Pulaski ended up on the 
short end of a 2-0 score.

June 8

Waupaca 2, Pulaski 0
Waupaca pitchers held 

the Reds to three hits in 
the shutout win.

Marinette 4, Hofa 
Park 3

The Redbirds held on 
for a one-run win over the 
Panthers.

Both teams scored a run 
in the opening inning.

The score remained 1-1 
until Marinette regained 

the lead in the top of the 
eighth after Adam Lemery 
hit into a run-scoring 
fielder’s choice.

Hofa Park scored two 
more runs late in the game, 
but it wasn’t enough.

The Panthers outhit 
the Redbirds 12-11. Ma-
son Dorn led Hofa Park 
with two hits each, while 
Rylie Nelson and Ashton 
Lebich had three to lead 

Marinette.
Hortonville vs. Cecil
No results were avail-

able from the Stars’ win 
over the Mudhens in 
Hortonville.

Two other Dairyland 
matchups - Bonduel at 
Navarino and Nichols at 
Shawano - were rained out.

June 6
Cecil 14, Marinette 3 

(7 inn.)
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8 Years
Running...
                 2024

13 Years
In A 

Row!
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af97b36f
06/06/25, 06/13/25, 06/20/25 

STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT 
COURT SHAWANO COUNTY

U.S. Bank National Association as
successor by merger of U.S. Bank
National Association ND
2800 Tamarack Road
Owensboro, KY 42301
Plaintiff,
v.
Jesse M. Malitz
N6784 Raguse Road
Shawano, WI 54166
Michelle L. Malitz
N6784 Raguse Road
Shawano, WI 54166
Defendants.

Amended Summons
Case No. 2025CV000056
Judge Katherine Sloma

Foreclosure of Mortgage: 30404
   THE STATE OF WISCONSIN,
  To each person named above as a 
defendant: You are hereby notified that 
the Plaintiff named above has filed a 
lawsuit or other legal action against you. 
The complaint, which is also served upon 
you, states the nature and basis of the 
legal action.
  Within 40 days after June 6, 2025, you 
must respond with a written answer, as 
that term is used in chapter 802 of the 
Wisconsin Statutes, to the complaint. The 
court may reject or disregard an 
answer that does not follow the 
requirements of the statutes. The answer 
must be sent or delivered to the court, 
whose address is Shawano County 
Courthouse 311 N Main St., Shawano, 
WI 54166-2198, and to Codilis, Moody & 
Circelli, P.C., plaintiff's attorneys, whose 
address is 15W030 North Frontage Road, 
Suite 200, Burr Ridge, IL 60527. You may 
have an attorney help or represent you. If 
you do not provide a proper answer 
within 40 days, the court may grant 
judgment against you for the award of 
money or other legal action requested in 
the complaint, and you may lose your 
right to object to anything that is or may 
be incorrect in the complaint. A judgment 
may be enforced as provided by law. A 
judgment awarding money may become 
a lien against any real estate you 
own now or in the future and may also be 
enforced by garnishment or seizure of 
property.
 5/30/2025 .
Codilis, Moody & Circelli, P.C.
15W030 North Frontage Road, Suite 200
Burr Ridge, IL 60527
(414) 775-7700
pleadings@il.cslegal.com
50-25-00284
NOTE: This law firm is a debt collector.
Codilis, Moody & Circelli, P.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
Electronically signed by
Shawn R. Hillmann
WI State Bar No. 1037005
Emily Thoms
WI State Bar No. 1075844 

WNAXLP

1a15baaf
06/06/25, 06/13/25, 06/20/25

STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT 
COURT SHAWANO COUNTY

Novus Home Mortgage, a division of 
Ixonia
Bank
c/o Cenlar FSB
425 Phillips Blvd., FC-236
Ewing, NJ 08618
Plaintiff,
vs.
Allison Cohoon
618 E Division St
Shawano, WI 54166-2506
John Doe Cohoon
618 E Division St
Shawano, WI 54166-2506
Defendants.
 

PUBLICATION SUMMONS
Case No. 25-CV-000093

The Honorable William F. Kussel Jr.
Case Code 30404

(Foreclosure of Mortgage)
The amount claimed exceeds $10,000.00

 
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN
  To each person named above as a 
defendant:
  You are hereby notified that the plaintiff 
named above has filed a lawsuit or other 
legal action against you.
  Within 40 days after June 6, 2025 you 
must respond with a written demand for a 
copy of the complaint. The demand must 
be sent or delivered to the court, whose 
address is 311 N. Main Street, Shawano, 
WI 54166-2145 and to Gray & 
Associates, L.L.P., plaintiff's 
attorney, 16345 West Glendale Drive, 
New Berlin, WI 53151-2841.   You may 
have an attorney help or represent you.
If you do not demand a copy of the 
complaint within 40 days, the court may 
grant judgment against you for the award 
of money or other legal action requested 
in the complaint, and you may lose your 
right to object to anything that is or may 
be incorrect in the complaint. A judgment 
may be enforced as provided by law. A 
judgment awarding money may become 
a lien against any real estate you own 
now or in the future, and may also be 
enforced by garnishment or seizure of 
property.
 
Dated this 22nd day of May, 2025.
 
Gray & Associates, L.L.P.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
Robert M. Piette
State Bar No. 1018058
Case No. 25-CV-000093
16345 West Glendale Drive
New Berlin, WI 53151-2841
(414) 224-1987
 
Gray & Associates, L.L.P. is attempting to 
collect a debt and any information 
obtained will be used for that purpose. If 
you have previously received a discharge 
in a chapter 7 bankruptcy case, 
this communication should not be 
construed as an attempt to hold you 
personally liable for the debt.

WNAXLP

6b39a425
06/06/25, 06/13/25, 06/20/25

STATE 0F WISCONSIN COURT, 
SHAWANO COUNTY 

 IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
Barbara J. Kosmal DOD 03/06/2025 

Notice to Creditors 
(Informal Administration)

 Case No. 25 PR 30 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE: 

 1. An application for informal 
administration was filed.
 2. The decedent, with date of birth 
07/15/1940 and date of death 
03/06/2025, was domiciled in Shawano 
County, State of Wisconsin, with a 
mailing address of 725 Randall ST 
Shawano, WI 54166. 
 3. All interested persons waived notice. 
 4. The deadline for filing a claim against 
the decedent’s estate is September 10, 
2025. 
 5. A claim may be filed at the Shawano 
County Courthouse, 311 N. Main Street, 
Shawano , Wisconsin, Room 202, 
Probate Office . James E. Aschenbrenner 
P.O. Box146, Shawano, WI 54166, USA 
715 524 6258 1008896

WNAXLP
79e221eb

06/06/25, 06/13/25, 06/20/25
STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT 

COURT SHAWANO COUNTY
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
Plaintiff,
vs.
Allen Michael Kersten
Defendant.
 

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
Case No. 24-CV-000230

 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE 
  that by virtue of a judgment of 
foreclosure entered on March 12, 2025 in 
the amount of $90,446.99 the Sheriff will 
sell the described premises at public 
auction as follows:
 TIME:  July 9, 2025 at 9:00 a.m.
 TERMS:  Pursuant to said judgment, 
10% of the successful bid must be paid to 
the sheriff at the sale in cash,
cashier's check or certified funds, 
payable to the clerk of courts (personal 
checks cannot and will not be accepted). 
The balance of the successful bid must 
be paid to the clerk of courts in 
cash, cashier's check or certified funds 
no later than ten days after the court's 
confirmation of the sale or
else the 10% down payment is forfeited 
to the plaintiff. The property is sold as is 
and subject to all liens and 
encumbrances.
 PLACE: In the front lobby of the 
Shawano County Courthouse, City and 
County of Shawano
 DESCRIPTION:  PART OF BLOCK 
THIRTEEN (13) OF THE VILLAGE 
ELAND ORIGINAL PLAT DESCRIBED 
AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT A 
CEDAR STAKE 285 FEET NORTH 
AND 330 FEET WEST OF THE 
SOUTHEAST CORNER OF BLOCK NO. 
THIRTEEN (13) OF THE VILLAGE OF 
ELAND; THENCE WEST PARALLEL 
WITH THE SOUTH BOUNDARY 
OF SAID BLOCK, 224 FEET TO A 
CERTAIN CEDAR STAKE; THENCE IN 
A SOUTHEASTERLY DIRECTION 
PARALLEL TO THE EAST BOUNDARY 
OF MILL SITE, 90 FEET TO A CERTAIN 
CEDAR STAKE; THENCE EAST 
PARALLEL TO THE 
SOUTH BOUNDARY OF SAID BLOCK, 
191 FEET AND THREE INCHES TO A 
CEDAR STAKE; THENCE NORTH 
PARALLEL TO THE EAST BOUNDARY 
OF SAID BLOCK, 84 FEET TO
THE PLACE OF BEGINNING, 
ACCORDING TO SURVEY OF SAME 
HERETOFORE ESTABLISHED, ALL IN 
THE VILLAGE OF ELAND, SHAWANO 
COUNTY, WISCONSIN.
 PROPERTY ADDRESS: N7716 Pine St 
Eland, WI 54427-9507
 DATED: April 14, 2025
Gray & Associates, L.L.P.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
16345 West Glendale Drive
New Berlin, WI 53151-2841
(414) 224-8404
 

George Lenzner
Shawano County Sheriff

 
Please go to www.gray-law.com to obtain 
the bid for this sale.
Gray & Associates, L.L.P. is attempting to 
collect a debt and any information 
obtained will be used for that purpose. If 
you have previously received a discharge 
in a chapter 7 bankruptcy case, this 
communication should not be construed 
as an attempt to hold you
personally liable for the debt.

WNAXLP

a54eb61d
06/13/25, 06/20/25, 06/27/25

STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT 
COURT SHAWANO COUNTY

 
Rocket Mortgage, LLC f/k/a Quicken 
Loans, LLC f/k/a Quicken
Loans Inc.
Plaintiff,
v.
Travis J. Morris, et al.
Defendants.   
   Case No. 2023CV000141 

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
By virtue of a judgment of foreclosure 
made in the above-entitled action on 
March 11, 2025 in the amount of 
$147,389.98, I will sell at public auction, 
located in the main lobby of the Shawano 
County Courthouse, 311 N. Main Street, 
Shawano, WI 54166,

July 9, 2025
   At 9:00 AM, all of the following 
described premises, to wit:
LOT 1 OF CERTIFIED SURVEY MAP 
NO. 754, RECORDED OCTOBER 16, 
1986, IN VOLUME 3 OF CERTIFIED 
SURVEYS, PAGE 98 AS DOCUMENT 
NO. 409042, BEING LOTS 2 AND 3 
OF CERTIFIED SURVEY MAP NO. 82, 
RECORDED IN VOLUME 1 OF 
CERTIFIED SURVEYS, PAGE 82 AS 
DOCUMENT NO. 314181, BEING PART 
OF THE SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF THE 
NORTHEAST 1/4 OF
SECTION 20, TOWNSHIP 27 NORTH, 
RANGE 16 EAST, TOWN OF 
WESCOTT, SHAWANO COUNTY, 
WISCONSIN.
N5967 Mork Avenue, Shawano, WI 
54166-3948
Tax Key No. 048201400200
THE PROPERTY WILL BE SOLD AS IS 
AND SUBJECT TO ANY AND ALL 
REAL ESTATE TAXES, SUPERIOR 
LIENS OR OTHER LEGAL 
ENCUMBRANCES.
 
TERMS OF SALE: CASH, CASHIER'S 
CHECK or CERTIFIED FUNDS, payable 
to the Clerk of the Courts (10% down 
payment at sale, balance due within ten 
(10) days of Court approval; down 
payment to be forfeited if payment not 
received timely). Buyer must comply with 
minimum bidder qualifications as set forth 
in Wis. Stat. § 846.155. Buyer to pay 
applicable Wisconsin Real Estate 
Transfer Tax in addition to the purchase 
price.
 
George Lenzner
Sheriff of Shawano County, Wisconsin 
Codilis, Moody & Circelli, P.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
(414) 775-7700
50-23-00948
NOTE: This law firm is a debt 
collector. 

WNAXLP

389b7834
06/13/25, 06/20/25, 06/27/25

STATE 0F WISCONSIN COURT, 
SHAWANO COUNTY
 IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
JANICE E. LARSON
 DOD 02/08/2025 

Notice Setting Time to Hear 
Application 

and Deadline for Filing Claims 
(Informal Administration) 

Case No. 25PR36
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE: 
 1. An application for informal 
administration was filed. 
 2. The decedent, with date of birth 
12/26/1942 and date of death 
02/08/2025, was domiciled in Shawano 
County, State of Wisconsin, with a 
mailing address of c/o Meadow View 
Assisted Living, 400 W. Mill Street, 
Bonduel, WI 54107.
3. The application will be heard at the 
Shawano County Courthouse, 311 N. 
Main St, Shawano , Wisconsin, Room 
202 , before Gwen Hoffman , Probate 
Registrar, on July 15, 2025 at 10:00 am. 
 4. The deadline for filing a claim against 
the decedent’s estate is September 14, 
2025 . 
 5. A claim may be filed at the Shawano 
County Courthouse, 311 N. Main St, 
Shawano , Wisconsin, Room 202 . 
 6. This publication is notice to any 
persons whose names or address are 
unknown. 
            Dated:  June 3, 2025
            Electronically signed by Gwen 
Hoffman, Probate Registrar
Attorney Magnus Zaunmueller
Menn Law Firm, Ltd.
2501 E. Enterprise Avenue
P.O. Box 785
Appleton, WI 54912-0785

WNAXLP

d8e2f6ca
06/13/25, 06/20/25, 06/27/25

STATE 0F WISCONSIN COURT, 
SHAWANO COUNTY

 IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
Edward Grunewald
DOD 05/15/2025 

Notice Setting Time to Hear 
Application

and Deadline for Filing Claims
(Informal Administration)

Case No. 25PR35
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE: 
 1. An application for informal 
administration was filed. 
 2. The decedent, with date of birth 
09/04/1960 and date of death 
05/15/2025, was domiciled in Shawano 
County, State of Wisconsin, with a 
mailing address of 1046 S Sawyer St, 
Shawano, WI 54166
 3. The application will be heard at the 
Shawano County Courthouse, 311 N. 
Main St, Shawano , Wisconsin, Room 
202 , before Gwen Hoffman , Probate 
Registrar, on July 8, 2025 at 10:30 am.
 4. The deadline for filing a claim against 
the decedent’s estate is September 11, 
2025 .
 5. A claim may be filed at the Shawano 
County Courthouse, 311 N. Main St, 
Shawano , Wisconsin, Room 202 .
 6. This publication is notice to any 
persons whose names or address are 
unknown.
Atty Jerry Zimmerman
385 Williamstowne, Ste 207, Delafield, 
WI 53018
262-646-4850
Bar Number 
1004930 

WNAXLP

81e0e545
06/13/25, 06/20/25, 06/27/25

STATE OF WISCONSIN - CIRCUIT 
COURT – BROWN COUNTY

 
CREATIVE FINANCE, INC.
815 Business Park Road
PO Box 454
Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965,
Plaintiff,
v.
CORY DEWAYNE REED
W3249 East Slab City Road
Bonduel, WI 54107
Defendant.

Case No. 25CV4040
6-02-2025 

SUMMONS
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN
  To each person named above as a 
Defendant:
You are hereby notified that the Plaintiff 
named above Creative Finance, Inc., by 
its attorney, Christopher M. Kern, filed a 
lawsuit or other legal action against you.
  Within Forty (40) days the 2nd day of 
June, 2025, you must respond with a 
written demand for a copy of the 
Complaint. The demand must be sent or 
delivered to the Court, whose address is:
Clerk of Circuit Court, Brown County 
Courthouse, 100 South Jefferson Street, 
PO Box 23600, Green Bay, Wisconsin 
54305, and to Plaintiff’s attorney, 
Christopher M. Kern, 815 Business Park
Road, PO Box 454, Wisconsin Dells, 
Wisconsin, 53965. You may have an 
attorney help or represent you.
  If you do not provide a proper answer 
within forty (40) days, the Court may 
grant judgment against you for the award 
of money or other legal action requested 
in the Complaint, and you may
lose your right to object to anything that is 
or may be incorrect in the Complaint. A 
judgment may be enforced as provided 
by law. A judgment awarding money may 
become a lien against any real
Clerk of Circuit Court
Brown County, WI
2025CV000404
   estate you own now or in the future, 
and may also be enforced by 
garnishment or seizure of property.
Dated this 2nd day of June, 2025.

General Counsel for Plaintiff
Signed By: Christopher M. Kern

Christopher M. Kern
State Bar Number: 1093883

Creative Finance, Inc.
815 Business Park Road
P.O. Box 454
Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965
Phone: (608) 254-6855
Fax: (608) 253-5005
legal@creativefinanceinc.com

WNAXLP

0a12e936
06/13/25, 06/20/25, 06/27/25

STATE 0F WISCONSIN COURT, 
SHAWANO COUNTY 
 IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
Lynn L. Hansen

Notice to Creditors
 (Informal Administration) 

 Case No. 25 PR 33 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
 1. An application for informal 
administration was filed.
 2. The decedent, with date of birth 
12/18/1951 and date of death 
05/04/2025, was domiciled in Shawano 
County, State of Wisconsin, with a 
mailing address of W12799 CTY RD M 
CAROLINE, WI 54928. 
 3. All interested persons waived notice. 
 4. The deadline for filing a claim against 
the decedent’s estate is September 11 
2025. 
 5. A claim may be filed at the Shawano 
County Courthouse, 311 N. Main Street, 
Shawano , Wisconsin, Room 202, 
Probate Office

WNAXLP

c8520252
06/13/25, 06/20/25

Notice of Public Hearing
Planning, Development and Zoning 
Committee Meeting
 Wednesday, July 2, 2025 @ 9:00 AM
Shawano County Courthouse, Rooms A 
& B
Members:  Ken Capelle, Jeremy 
Gretzinger, Lowel Hammett, Kathy 
Luebke, Theresa Serrano
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that a public 
hearing will be held by the Shawano 
County Planning, Development and 
Zoning Committee under the Shawano 
County Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 40, in 
Rooms A/B of the Shawano County 
Courthouse on July 2, 2025 at 9AM, to 
consider the following application:
CU-4-25: Tabb R and Sarah J Magee 
request conditional use permit for the 
purpose of establishing a Commercial 
Animal Services and Boarding (land use) 
in the OAR, Open Lands, Agriculture and 
Residential Zoning District on 
approximately 10.23 total acres. Property 
is located and described as part of the 
SW ¼ of the NE ¼, Section 10, T27N 
R14E located in the Town of Herman. 
Tax Parcel #024-10130-0010. Property 
Address: N6750 County A Road, 
Gresham, WI 54128.
CU-5-25: Christopher T and Sandra J 
Lecher Revocable Trust of 2024 request 
conditional use permit for the purpose of 
constructing a 40’ x 80’ Hunting, Fishing 
or Recreational Shelter (land use) in the 
FP, Farmland and Forest Preservation 
Zoning District on approximately 35.80 
total acres. Property is located and 
described as part of the SE ¼ of the NW 
¼ lying East of Road, Section 11, T26N 
R12E located in the Town of Fairbanks. 
Tax Parcel #014-11240-0000. Property 
address: N4336 Spiegel Road, Tigerton, 
WI 54486.
Any interested person may address the 
Planning, Development and Zoning 
Committee by letter or appear in person, 
or by agent, and be heard at the public 
hearing. Written correspondence must 
bear a legible signature of the author a 
well as the primary address of the signer.
The Committee will accept and review all 
previously received pertinent information 
relative to the above listed item(s) during 
the open session of the public hearing on 
July 2, 2025. Notice is further given that 
printed copies of these proposals are 
available for public inspection in the 
Planning and Development office during 
regular business hours.
Please note that upon reasonable notice, 
effort will be made to accommodate the 
needs of any person wishing to attend 
who, because of disability, requires 
special accommodation through 
appropriate aids and services. Call 715-
526-6766 to leave a message for 
arrangements.
Dated this 4th day of June, 2025.
For: The Shawano County Planning, 
Development and Zoning Committee
By: Kyle Waelchli, Zoning Administrator
NOTE: Any person may appear at the 
public hearing and be heard and/or 
submit comments to be read into the 
record for Committee consideration. 
Correspondence must bear a legible 
signature of the author as well as the 
primary address of the signer.
Accommodations due to disability can be 
made by calling: 715-526-6766
Meeting notice emailed/posted: Shawano 
County Courthouse, Department of 
Human Services, Shawano County 
Library, Shawano Leader, WTCH Radio, 
Shawano County Civic website @ 
coshawanowi.civicweb.net

WNAXLP

Kenneth R. Smith
Kenneth R. Smith, 87, of 

Marion, passed away June 
5, 2025.

Eberhardt-Stevenson 
Funeral Home and Crema-
tory, Clintonville.

Kirk A. Hoffman
Kirk A. Hoffman, 65, 

of the Town of Dupont, 
passed away June 5, 2025.

Eberhardt-Stevenson 
Funeral Home and Crema-
tory, Clintonville.

Valeria E. Bork
Valeria E. Bork, 91, 

formerly of Marion, passed 
away June 4, 2025.

Eberhardt-Stevenson 
Funeral Home and Crema-
tory, Clintonville.

OBITUARIES

CMN official says federal education cuts could destroy some tribal colleges
The College of Menom-

inee Nation (CMN) strong-
ly opposes the proposed 
changes to the federal 
Pell Grant program in the 
current reconciliation bill, 
in addition to the funding 
cuts recommended in the 
recently released Depart-
ment of the Interior’s 2025-
26 budget.

The recommendations, 
including raising the full-
time enrollment threshold 
and eliminating Pell Grants 
for students who are en-
rolled less than half-time, 
would cause increased and 
irrecoverable challenges 
to students both local and 
abroad, CMN officials said. 
These challenges would 
also disproportionately 

affect the rural commu-
nities that are entwined 
with Tribal Colleges and 
Universities (TCU).

As expressed in the 
Tribal College Journal 1, 
“Pell grants are the founda-
tion of college affordability 
for TCUs, which serve 
predominantly low-
income, first-generation 
and American Indian and 
Alaska Native students. In 
the 2022-23 academic year, 
nearly 69% of first-time, 
full-time TCU students 
nationwide received Pell 
support, far above the na-
tional average for two-year 
public institutions.”

“Since the beginning 
of this new administra-
tion, CMN and other 
TCUs have seen constant 
potential and real im-
pacts on the tribal sover-
eignty work we engage in 
through our higher educa-
tion missions. Early on, 
we addressed issues with 
regards to the administra-
tion misconstruing tribal 
sovereignty with diversity, 
equity and inclusion, as 
well as the unnecessary 
disruptive OMB fund-
ing freeze,” said CMN 
President, Christopher 
Caldwell.

“Now, we are dealing 

with proposed changes 
to the Pell formula in the 
reconciliation bill that 
could potentially exclude, 
on average, 70% of our 
student population, as 
well as all other TCUs. 
Earlier this week, we also 
saw detrimental proposed 
cuts in the federal FY2026 
budget recommendations. 
If these recommenda-
tions go through, it would 
end many TCUs outright 
and create dire situations 
for others. This not only 
impacts CMN itself, but 
also the $16 million local 
economic impact that was 
reported in our economic 

impact study released ear-
lier this year.”

Federal funding critical 
to TCU higher education 
is slated to be reduced by 
83%, from $127.4 million 
in FY2024-25 to $22.1mil-
lion in FY 2026, while an 
“annual program dedicated 
to construction and capital 
improvements at 1994 
Tribal Land Grant institu-
tions is proposed for a 
100% reduction — from $8 
million to $0.”

The proposed fund-
ing reduction would be 
catastrophic, forcing many 
TCUs to close their doors 
entirely, officials said. 

Already operating on bare 
minimum budgets, TCUs 
cannot absorb further 
cuts without eliminating 
programs, student ser-
vices and staff. Such losses 
would reverse decades 
of progress in education, 
economic development 
and self-determination for 
tribal nations and their 
communities.

The College of Menom-
inee Nation joins its voice 
to the urging of AIHEC in 
asking Congress to recog-
nize the essential com-
mitments of these previ-
ously established funding 
sources.
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COURT NEWS
• Elizabeth M. Singh, 43, 

Antigo, pleaded no contest 
June 3 to a misdemeanor count 
of theft of movable property. 
The charge was amended from 
a felony in a plea agreement. 
Judge William Kussel Jr. as-
sessed forfeitures of $589.

• Kussel granted a defense 
motion June 3 and dismissed 
a 2023 case against Todd A. 
Sperberg, 57, Bowler. The judge 
agreed with the defense argu-
ment that charging information 
had not been filed on a timely 
basis.

• Ordell M. Escalante, 20, 
Keshena, pleaded no contest to 
a misdemeanor charge of pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. 
The charge was amended from 
a felony in a plea agreement. 
Kussel assessed forfeitures and 
court costs.

• Brandon M. Boogren, 29, 

Shawano, pleaded no contest 
March 24 to misdemeanor 
charges of theft of mov-
able property and disorderly 
conduct. Related felony counts 
were dismissed but read into 
the record in a plea agreement. 
Kussel withheld sentencing 
June 2 and placed him on two 
years of probation with condi-
tions.

• Salena M. Smith, 46, 
Birnamwood, pleaded guilty 
June 5 to felony bail jumping. 
Kussel imposed and stayed a 
prison sentence then placed 
her on four years of probation 
with conditions.

• Lewis M. Dick, 33, 
Shawano, was charged June 2 
with operating a motor vehicle 
while intoxicated (third offense, 
with a passenger younger than 
16) and misdemeanor counts 
of bail jumping, resisting or 

obstructing an officer, operating 
while revoked and violating an 
ignition interlock device order. 
Kussel set a $1,000 cash bond 
and scheduled a preliminary 
hearing for June 11.

• Andrea M. Clark, 33, 
Tigerton, was charged June 2 
with child neglect. Kussel set 
a $5,000 signature bond and 
scheduled a status conference 
for July 29.

• Daniel D. Rockman, 30, 
Green Bay, was charged June 
2 with battery or threat to a 
law officer and misdemeanor 
counts of disorderly conduct 
and resisting or obstructing an 
officer. Kussel set a $750 cash 
bond and scheduled a prelimi-
nary hearing for June 11.

• Mara L. Clasen, 37, Kra-
kow, was charged June 2 with 
six counts of felony bail jump-
ing and misdemeanor counts 

of criminal damage to property 
and disorderly conduct. Kussel 
set a $750 cash bond and 
scheduled a motion hearing for 
June 9.

• Jose D. Jaimes, 21, Green 
Bay, was charged June 2 with 
five counts of first-degree reck-
lessly endangering safety and a 
misdemeanor count of causing 
injury while operating a motor 
vehicle while under the influ-
ence. Kussel set a $7,000 cash 
bond and scheduled a status 
conference for July 17.

• Steven T. White, 37, 
Clintonville, was charged June 
2 with felony bail jumping and 
misdemeanor counts of operat-
ing while revoked and violating 
an ignition interlock device 
order. Kussel set a $500 cash 
bond and scheduled a prelimi-
nary hearing for June 18.

• Mariah M. Kelly, 21, 
Neopit, was charged June 3 
with felony bail jumping and a 
misdemeanor count of resisting 
or obstructing an officer. Kus-
sel set a $500 cash bond and 
scheduled a status conference 

for Aug. 5.
• Shauna M. Bradbury, 38, 

Cecil, was charged June 3 with 
possession of methamphet-
amine, three counts of felony 
bail jumping and a misde-
meanor charge of possession of 
drug paraphernalia. Kussel set 
a $3,500 cash bond and sched-
uled a preliminary hearing for 
June 12.

• Kristie L. McCullough, 41, 
Wittenberg, was charged June 
4 with possession of metham-
phetamine. Kussel set a $5,000 
signature bond and scheduled a 
status conference for Aug. 19.

• Nakota A. Kosbab, 23, 
Bowler, was charged June 4 
with second-degree recklessly 
endangering safety and a mis-
demeanor count of disorderly 
conduct. Kussel set a $500 
cash bond and scheduled a 
status conference for July 29.

• Amy M. Uphill, 40, 
Oconto, was charged June 4 
with possession of metham-
phetamine and a misdemeanor 
count of possession of drug 
paraphernalia. Kussel set a 

$2,500 signature bond and 
scheduled a status conference 
for Aug. 12.

• Nathan B. Doehling, 36, 
Shawano, was charged June 
5 with stalking, two counts of 
misdemeanor bail jumping 
and a misdemeanor count of 
harassment. Kussel set a $500 
cash bond and scheduled a 
status conference for June 23.

• Anthony W. Tepiew, 19, 
Shawano, was charged June 
6 with victim intimidation, 
strangulation and suffocation, 
false imprisonment, and mis-
demeanor counts of disorderly 
conduct, battery, resisting or 
obstructing an officer, and 
criminal damage to property. 
Kussel set a $2,000 cash bond 
and scheduled a preliminary 
hearing for June 11.

• Kelsey L. Hofman, 30, 
Shawano, was charged June 6 
with three counts of felony bail 
jumping and a misdemeanor 
count of disorderly conduct. 
Kussel set a $1,000 cash bond 
and scheduled a status confer-
ence for June 11.

PUBLIC RECORD
SHAWANO COUNTY  

SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT
June 8

Deputies responded to 30 incidents, including 
suspicious behavior on North Lake Drive in the 
Town of Washington; suspicious activity near 
Ebert and Richardson streets in Gresham; drugs 
near state Highway 29 and County Road G in the 
Town of Seneca; a death investigation on U.S. 
Highway 45 in the Town of Fairbanks; five 911 
calls; three reckless driving incidents; four traffic 
hazards; one welfare check; two crashes.
June 7

Deputies responded to 30 incidents, including 
operating a motor vehicle while intoxicated on 
South Water Street in the Town of Wescott; drugs 
on Campground Road in the Town of Seneca; sus-
picious activity on West Sandy Drive in the Town 
of Washington; threatening on Parrot Lane in the 
Town of Waukechon; two 911 calls; three reckless 
driving incidents; one traffic hazard; one welfare 
check; two crashes, involving animals.
June 6

Deputies responded to 29 incidents, including 
intoxication on River Bend Road in the Town of 
Belle Plaine; suspicious activity on Aspin Court 
in Shawano; harassment on County Road T in 
the Town of Waukechon; fraud on Steno Trail in 
Pulaski; suspicious activity on Landstad Road in 
the Town of Lessor; a suspicious vehicle on River 

Bend Road in the Town of Belle Plaine; one 911 
call; four reckless driving incidents; two traffic 
hazards; one welfare check; three crashes, one 
fatal.
June 5

Deputies responded to 27 incidents, including 
a suspicious vehicle near Roosevelt Road and 
Trinko Lane in the Town of Seneca; two reck-
less driving incidents; three traffic hazards; one 
welfare check.
June 4

Deputies responded to 37 incidents, includ-
ing suspicious activity on Putnam Lane in the 
Stockbridge-Munsee Community; trespassing on 
Bartelt Street in the Town of Washington; a dis-
turbance on Pine Ridge Road in the Town of Belle 
Plaine; a scam on Woodland Road in the Town 
of Washington; fireworks on Moh He Con Nuck 
Road in the Stockbridge-Munsee Community; 
burglary on Rosenow Lane in the Town of Morris; 
one 911 calls; one reckless driving incidents; two 
traffic hazards; two welfare checks; three crashes.
June 3

Deputies responded to 34 incidents, includ-
ing a disturbance on Elm Street in Tigerton; a 
disturbance on Moh He Con Nuck Road in the 
Stockbridge-Munsee Community; suspicious 
activity on Frailing Road in the Town of Wescott; 
intoxication on Moh He Con Nuck Road in the 
Stockbridge-Munsee Community; fireworks near 

Fischer and Mader streets in Gresham; one 911 
call; one reckless driving incident; two traffic 
hazards; three welfare checks; two crashes, one 
involving deer.
June 2

Deputies responded to 36 incidents, including 
drugs on U.S. Highway 45 in the Town of Wit-
tenberg; an animal bite on Lawn Road in the Town 
of Lessor; property theft on Anderson Avenue 
in the Town of Wescott; disorderly conduct on 
North Main Street in Shawano; suspicious activ-
ity on Sarah Street in Birnamwood; fireworks on 
Goldenrod Drive in the Town of Maple Grove; a 
disturbance on North Main Street in Shawano; 
five 911 calls; four reckless driving incidents; one 
traffic hazard; two welfare checks; three crashes, 
one involving deer.

SHAWANO POLICE DEPARTMENT
June 8

Officers responded to 20 incidents, includ-
ing operating a motor vehicle under the influ-
ence near South Washington and West Division 
streets; disorderly conduct on South Washington 
Street; suspicious activity near East Elizabeth 
and South Main streets; a disturbance on South 
Sawyer Street; trespassing on South Main Street; 
a disturbance on Prospect Circle; a neglected 
animal on West Second Street; OWI near South 
Evergreen and East Randall streets; one 911 calls; 
two welfare checks; one crash.

June 7
Officers responded to 29 incidents, includ-

ing intoxication at the Skateboard Park, 137 E. 
Elizabeth St.; an animal bite on South Sawyer 
Street; suspicious activity on East Division Street; 
a missing person at an undisclosed location; au-
tomobile theft on Madison Way; one 911 call; one 
reckless driving incident; three welfare checks; 
one crash.
June 6

Officers responded to 26 incidents, includ-
ing a disturbance on South Washington Street; 
a disturbance on East Richmond Street; lewd 
and lascivious behavior and trespassing at at 
C-op Park, 1001 E. Richmond St.; robbery at an 
undisclosed location; assault with a firearm on 
South Smalley Street; four 911 calls; three welfare 
checks; one crash.
June 5

Officers responded to 25 incidents, including 
operating a motor vehicle while intoxicated near 
North Main and East Fifth streets; a disturbance 
on East Green Bay Street; a disturbance on Madi-
son Way; suspicious behavior on East Elizabeth 
Street; suspicious activity near South Main 
and East Elizabeth streets; harassment on East 
Maurer Street; a disturbance on South Maiden 
Lane; suspicious activity on East Division Street; 
two 911 calls; two reckless driving incidents; three 
welfare checks.
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James R. Rickert

James R. Rickert, 69, 
of Birnamwood, died on 
Thursday, June 5, 2025, at 
his home surrounded by 
his family.

Jim was born on March 
8, 1956, in Antigo, the son 
of Louis and Leah (Dabil) 
Rickert.

On May 15,1976, Jim 
was united in marriage to 
Cheryl Noskowiak.

Jim attended Bowler 
Grade and High School. 
For the majority of his 
life, Jim worked in the 
wood industry, with his 
favorite job being for 
Sanford (Butch) Hoffman 
at Hoffman Wood Fiber in 
Tilleda. He retired in 2003 
due to health conditions.

Jim enjoyed spending 
time with family, grand-
children and friends. 
Evenings spent socializing 
around their campsite with 
their “camping family” 
was always relaxing. He 
enjoyed lawn care and 
gardening and crafts. He 
was well known for the 
wooden toys he made and 
gave away to children (big 
and small).

Jim served as an elder 
for St. John’s Lutheran 
Church in Mattoon, a 
Hutchins-Woodlawn Cem-
etery board member and a 
supervisor for the Town of 

Almon.
Jim is survived by his 

wife, Cheryl; three chil-
dren, Jeremy Rickert of 
Birnamwood, Amanda 
(Todd) Hanke of De Pere 
and Keri (Luke) Cherek 
of Wittenberg; six grand-
children, Kendra Lake 
of Appleton, Brady and 
Cooper Rickert of Birnam-
wood, Emma Hanke of De 
Pere, Hannah and Jonathan 
Cherek of Wittenberg; 
one great-granddaughter, 
Harmony Lake of Apple-
ton. Jim is also survived by 
one brother, John (Cheryl) 
Rickert of Bowler; sis-
ters, Deb Rickert of New 
London and Kathy (Mike) 
Darling of Bowler; aunts, 
Lois Schultz of Antigo and 
Arline Dabil of Neenah; 
and many other relatives 

and friends.
Jim was preceded in 

death by his parents, Louis 
and Leah Rickert; mother- 
and father-in-law, Louis 
and Mabel Noskowiak; 
sister-in-law, MaryJane 
Byholm; brother-in-law, 
Jim Noskowiak; and many 
other aunts, uncles, nieces 
and nephews.

A funeral service will 
be held at 11:30 a.m. on 
Saturday, June 14, 2025, at 
Shepherd’s Watch Chris-
tian Academy, Mattoon. 
A visitation will be held 
on Saturday, from 9 a.m. 
until the time of service at 
the school. Burial will be 
in Woodlawn Cemetery, 
Mattoon.

Schmidt & Schulta Fu-
neral Home, Birnamwood, 
is assisting the family with 
funeral arrangements. 
Memories and messages of 
support may be shared at 
schmidtschulta.com.

A sincere thank you to 
the Tuesday Men’s group, 
Dr. Christopher Peterson 
and staff at the Volm Can-
cer Center and LeRoyer 
Hospice. Also a special 
thank you to our family 
and friends for all your 
help and support during 
this difficult time. Your 
compassion and care will 
never be forgotten.

OBITUARIES

Specialty cheese up 1%
With 25% of the nation’s 

total cheese production, 
Wisconsin maintained its 
ranking as the nation’s top 
cheese producing state in 
2024.

At 1.02 billion pounds, 
specialty cheese accounted 
for 28% of Wisconsin’s 
total cheese production. 
This was an increase of 
71.3 million pounds from 
2023. Ninety-three of the 

state’s 116 cheese plants 
manufactured at least one 
type of specialty cheese 
during 2024.

Wisconsin cheesemak-
ers are known for offering 
a wide variety of high-
quality specialty cheeses. 
A specialty cheese is a 
value-added product that 
commands a premium 
price.

According to the Wis-

consin Specialty Cheese 
Institute, the nature of 
specialty cheese is derived 
from one or more unique 
qualities — such as exotic 
origin, particular process-
ing or design, limited sup-
ply, unusual application 
or use, and extraordinary 
packaging or channel of 
sale. The common de-
nominator is its very high 
quality.
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Better Prices
Great Quality
Super Service 521 S. Main St, P.O. Box 337, Shawano, WI 54166 • 715-524-2523

Prices Effective Friday, Nov. 5 through Thursday, Nov. 11, 2021
Large Enough to Serve, 

                    Small Enough to Care

We apologize, but due to conditions beyond our control we can not guarantee any products or prices. Sorry, no rain checks.

Prices Effective Friday, June 13  through Thursday, June 19, 2025
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I know of something 
amazing that should be in 
the newspaper! I should 

drop them a line at
news@newmedia-wi.com
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