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Decorating for the season

ABOVE: A home at 504 Sunrise
Road in Tigerton is decorated for
the season. It was one of five homes
and several businesses competing
for best decorated in the annual
competition. Other homes in the
contest are at 302 Oak St., 526 Ce-
dar St., 318 Brotherhood Lane and

432 Country View Circle.
KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

RIGHT: Decorations on the lawn are
part of the seasonal setup at 504
Sunrise Road in Tigerton. It was one
of five homes and several business-
es competing for best decorated
in the annual competition. Other
homes in the contest are at 302 Oak
St., 526 Cedar St., 318 Brotherhood

Lane and 432 Country View Circle.
KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA
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WASP members get first-place
wins at Shawano swim meet.
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County will
seek bids for
new building

designs

Next decision rests with
public property committee

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-Chief

The new year will begin with a new
push by Shawano County officials to
build new facilities for several county
operations.

That project could begin as soon as
the Jan. 9 meeting of the public property
committee, which will be tasked with
seeking bids from companies to begin
planning the designs of new or renovated
buildings.

“I imagine the first thing we’ll have
to do then is start with requests for
proposals from various companies that
design and lay out a new building,” Tom
Kautza, chairman of the county board,
told the executive committee at its Dec.
11 meeting.

An ad hoc building committee agreed
Dec. 2 the county should construct new
buildings rather than continue to invest
money in repairs to the existing court-
house. The building project could also
include a justice center attached to a new
or renovated sheriff’s department and
jail, as well as a campus that is also home
to a new public library.

Kautza said he would assume the pro-
cedure will be for the committee to meet
individually with each firm before one is
chosen.

He said the consultant would then
provide a tentative square footage and
budget based on specifications set forth
by the public property committee. Build-
ing projects could be done all at once
or in phases, a decision to be made after
initial plans and budgets are discussed.

Supervisor Randy Young expressed
concern about gathering all this informa-
tion and material without first getting the
consent of the county board.

“The funding for the project will come
much later,” he said. “I know that in the
past, the board has gone through the mo-
tions ...”

Kautza finished Young’s thought, not-
ing that in the past, the proposals were
drawn up, but the county board neglect-
ed to make a final decision on funding, so
the plans never materialized.

Supervisor Kathy Luebke said it’s
important the county remain transparent
with taxpayers about all decisions.
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Magdaline ‘Maggie' Smith

Magdaline “Maggie”
Smith, 89, of Birnamwood,
died on Monday, Dec. 9,
2024, at Cloverleaf Terrace
in Birnamwood, under the
care of Interim Hospice.

Maggie was born on
Nov. 7,1935, in the Town
of Rolling, the daughter of
Joseph and Frances (Brun-
ner) Servi. Maggie was one
of the Servi triplets.

Maggie graduated from
Eau Claire River Grade
School in the Town of Har-
rison, Marathon County,
and then went to Antigo
High School.

On Jan. 20, 1954, Maggie
was united in marriage to
Gerald Theilman at St. John
Catholic Church, Antigo. He
preceded her in death on
Nov. 5,1958. Together, the
couple had three children,
Sharon, Diane and Dennis.

On Oct. 26,1964, Maggie
was united in marriage to
Gerald Smith Sr. in Antigo.
He preceded her in death on
June 6, 1984. The couple had
three children, Mary, Patti
and Garald.

Maggie was formerly
employed at Kolbe and
Kolbe for 18 years, retiring
in 1983. She then worked
part time at Lakeside until
she retired in 2002. Mag-
gie enjoyed playing cards,
shooting pool, bingo and
darts. Maggie was a mem-
ber of St. Philomena Parish,
Birnamwood, and Christian
Mother’s Altar Society.

Maggie is survived by
her children, Sharon (Larry)
Cleapor, of Kansas, Diane
Stoltz, of Schofield, Den-
nis (Gina) Theilman, of
Birnamwood, Mary (Chris)
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Steinhauer, of Mattoon,
and Patti Smit,h of Wausau;
grandchildren, Russell,
Jason, Jessica, Jennifer, Kris,
Amy, Heather, Kevin, Re-
becca, Max, Scotty, Joshua,
Brandon and Brianna; three
step-grandchildren; 24
great-grandchildren; five
great-great-grandchildren;
sister, Martha (Richard)
Rose, of New London;
brother-in-law, Arthur
Schumitch, of Neshkoro;
sister-in-law, Gloria Servi,
of Milwaukee; and many
nieces and nephews.

Maggie was preceded
in death by her husbands,
Gerald Theilman and Ger-
ald Smith Sr.; parents; son,
Garald Smith Jr.; siblings,
Paul, William, Raymond,
Louis, James, Joseph, Harry,
Leonard, Mary and Anna.

A Mass of Christian
Burial was held Tuesday,
Dec. 17, 2024, at St. Philo-
mena Catholic Church,
Birnamwood. Burial was
be in St. Boniface Catholic
Cemetery, Aniwa.

Schmidt and Schulta
Funeral Home, Birnam-
wood, is assisting the family
with funeral arrangements.
Memories and messages of
support may be shared at
www.schmidtschulta.com.

Benjamin Eberius, foreground, swims the backstroke and won three first-place honors in his debut with the Wittenberg Area Swim Program when it com-

peted in Shawano on Dec. 7-8. His finished earned the team 60 points, and he placed seventh overall among the male swimmers.

CONTRIBUTED

WASP captures 1st-place wins

Eberius wins
three events
in debut meet

Several Wittenberg Area
Swim Program members
earned first-place finishes at
the Shawano Winter Open
Swim Meet on Dec. 7-8.

Benjamin Eberius, 8,
went 3-for-3 in his events,
capturing the top spot in
the 25-yard freestyle in 25.21
seconds, 25-yard breast-
stroke in 45.71 and the 25-
yard backstroke in 28.36.
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Rylee Crick, 14, won
both of her events — the
50-yard freestyle in 20.00
and the 50-yard breast-
stroke in 35.91.

Lucy Wierzba, 7, won
the 25-yard breaststroke in
28.15 and the 25-yard but-
terfly in 24.09. She placed
second in the 25-yard
freestyle in 18.89 and the
25-yard backstroke in 23.95.

Aubrey Wierzba, 12,
also had a pair of first-place
finishes, taking the top spot
in the 100-yard individual
medley in 1:15.35 and the
50-yard breaststroke in
40.00. She also placed
second in the 50-yard but-
terfly in 34.93, the 50-yard
backstroke in 35.78 and the
200-yard medley relay in
2:28.69. She also placed
fourth in the 50-yard free-
style in 31.35.

Peyton Crick, 11, also had
a first-place finish, touch-
ing first in the 100-yard
breaststroke in 1:28.94.
Second-place was earned in
the 200-yard medley relay
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in 2:28.69, the 100-yard indi-
vidual medley in 1:19.64 and
the 50-yard breaststroke in
41.15.

Peyton Crick also
placed fourth in the 200-
yard freestyle relay in
2:22.25, sixth in the 50-yard
backstroke in 38.41 and
seventh in the 50-yard
freestyle in 32.48.

Also part of the second-
place 200-yard medley
relay was Kaydence Crick,
11. Crick was also fourth
in the 100-yard individual
medley in 1:22.77, fourth in
the 50-yard breaststroke in
42.25 and ninth in the 50-
yard freestyle in 33.17.

Olivia Bessette, 17,
competed in seven events
and finished in the top six
in each. She earned second
in the 100-yard backstroke
in 1:18.43, third in the 500-
yard freestyle in 6:36.88
and fourth in the 50-yard
breaststroke in 38.56.

Bessette also placed fifth
in the 100-yard breaststroke
in 1:25.27 and the 200-yard
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freestyle in 2:31.41. She
placed sixth in the 50-yard
backstroke in 36.87 and the
50-yard freestyle in 29.20.

Brinley Wierzba, 10,
finished second in the
100-yard individual medley
in 1:41.74, fourth in the 100-
yard breaststroke in 1:53.58
and eighth in the 50-yard
backstroke in 52.91.

Makayla Wild, 12, was
also part of the 200-yard
medley relay team that
finished second. She also
placed fourth in the 200-
yard freestyle relay in
2:22.25 and eighth in the
100-yard backstroke in
1:40.16.

Wild also garnered five
top 20 finishes. She was 11th
in the 100-yard breaststroke
in 1:52.07, 12th in the 50-
yard breaststroke in 49.23,
13th in the 50-yard back-
stroke in 45.34, 16th in the
50-yard freestyle in 37.02
and 17th in the 100-yard
freestyle in 1:25.03.

Josalin Stewart, 11,
earned third in the 200-
yard individual medley
in 3:26.73, fourth in the
200-yard freestyle relay
and eighth in the 100-yard
breaststroke in 1:47.19. She
also placed 14th in the 50-
yard backstroke in 45.79
and 15th in the 100-yard
freestyle in 1:24.52.

Elizabeth Behnke, 14,
placed fifth in the 500-yard
freestyle in 7:11.84, eighth
in the 200-yard freestyle in
2:42.95 and 13th in the 100-
yard freestyle in 1:12.52.

Natalie Bessette, 12, was
part of the 200-yard free-
style relay team. Individu-
ally, she placed 15th in the
50-yard freestyle in 36.91,
16th in the 100-yard breast-
stroke in 2:31.72, 20th in the
100-yard freestyle in 1:30.89
and 20th in the 50-yard
backstroke in 55.65.
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Storytelling about the holidays

Audrey Naliborski, librarian at Assumption Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic Church, reads “Twas the Night Before Christmas" to children Dec. 14 at the Pulaski
Museum as Mrs. Claus watches. Museum visitors got to see the new Christmas-themed exhibit, enjoy some coloring with the children and get photos with

Mrs. Claus.

LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

First round of bonds issued for
school referendum projects

In-house meetings
with Shawano staff
already underway

BY KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-Chief

Shawano School
District officials aren’t
wasting any time in mov-
ing forward after voters
agreed in November to
a $51.23 million building
project.

School board mem-
bers agreed Dec. 9 to the
issuance of $14 million
in bonds to get the ball
rolling.

Appearing by video
conference, Erik Kass, a
director, public finance,
with PMA Securities LLC,
said that morning’s bond
sale drew five bidders,
with Robert W. Baird and
Co. providing the best
interest rate of 3.84% for
the 20-year issue.

The district will get the
money Dec. 30, with the
first principal and interest
payment of $3.4 million
scheduled for March.
After that, the money will
be invested and will most

likely be the last money
spent on the project.

Kass said this is allow-
able because the borrow-
ing is less than $15 million,
which will not be the case
with the two future bond
issuances.

“The second two is-
sues are still a little bit
up in the air,” Kass said.
“Bryan (Kadlec, direc-
tor of finance, business
and operations with the
school district) and I have
begun discussions where
we’re going to start align-
ing some of those to the
draw schedule that we
just recently received.”

Kass said the addi-
tional interest earned on
the first set of bonds can
be used for one of two
purposes. It can be for
eligible expenses that are
part of the project (for ex-
ample, furniture upgrades
or higher construction
costs due to inflation) or
it can be used for princi-
pal and interest payments
to decrease the levy for
those purposes in any
given year.

Kass also noted the
AA3 bond rating for this
issue and said there prob-

ably isn’t much to be done
to improve that.

“The first (way for an
upgrade) is economic
expansion that would
raise resident income,” he
said. “Certainly something
that’s not necessarily in
control for the school
board but definitely on
the radar for the credit
agency.”

The available fund
balance ratio was also a
factor.

“An available fund bal-
ance ratio of 45% (could
increase the rating),” he
said. “That’s extremely
high, but if you continue
to maintain the existing
reserves and continue to
have positive additions to
the fund balance — if you
get to that level — that
could lead to an upgrade.”

Enrollment stabiliza-
tion can also help.

Downgrades would
also be possible if the
available fund balance
ratio dips to less than 20%
or if the district borrows
more money than already
anticipated.

In a related matter,
Superintendent Kurt
Krizan, said the admin-

istration held the first

of 50 planned meetings
with different staff groups
regarding the building
plans. That meeting was
held earlier that day.

In addition to market-
ing and communications
regarding the project,
official are also working
on the school calendars
for 2025-26 and 2026-27
that are expected to be
adjusted in conjunction
with projects that will be
underway in the summer
of 2026.

“The agenda that we
had tonight was to bring
representatives from
all four of the buildings
together to talk about how
this is all going to work
moving forward, what
work has been done so far
and what’s going to be the
next steps,” Krizan said.

Next is to meet with
staff from each building
separately to go through
the scope of the projects.

Meetings with high
school departments will
follow, as some mainte-
nance projects will be let
out for bids in February.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

Knights of Columbus give to nonprofits

The Knights of Colum-
bus Bishop Fox Coun-
cil 2836 spread a little
holiday cheer just before
Christmas.

Members of the Sha-
wano chapter presented
checks to Safe Haven
Domestic Abuse Support
Center in Shawano, Sha-

wano Area Food Pantry
and Resource Center
(SAFPARC) and Shawano
Area Matthew 25 (SAM25)
for its program to help the
homeless of Shawano.
Safe Haven received
$250 for the services it
offers. SAFPARC re-
ceived $250 for needs for

the food pantry to assist
those who use its ser-
vices. SAM25, which re-
cently received 135 coats
from the Coats for Kids
drive, received $400 for
its programs, including
a clinic, resource center
and Clothes Closet.

The Knights of Colum-

bus donated the money
that came in from their
fundraising campaign
such as the porky pan-
cake breakfast held twice
annually in the basement
of Sacred Heart Catholic
Church. The next pancake
event will be March 16,
2025.

Runion pleads
not guilty to
attacking family

Defendant waives his preliminary
hearing, moves forward to trial

BY LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Zachary Runion, of
the Town of Belle Plaine,
opted to waive his right
to a preliminary hearing
and pleaded not guilty
Dec. 11 to charges that
include two counts of
strangulation and suf-
focation, two counts
of aggravated battery,
two counts of felony
intimidation of a victim
and one count of false
imprisonment.

With plans for this
case to potentially go to
trial, Shawano-Menomi-
nee County Circuit Court
Judge Katherine Sloma
scheduled a pre-trial
hearing for 9 a.m. Feb.

5 as prosecutors seek to
prove that he attacked his
aunt and uncle shortly
after the three of them
moved from De Pere to
Belle Plaine.

According to the
criminal complaint, the
Shawano County Sheriff’s
Department received a
call from a woman at 2:27
a.m. Sept. 14 claiming that
her nephew was attack-
ing her husband, report-
ing that “everyone is
bleeding, and someone is
bleeding from the head.”

When deputies ar-
rived, Runion was found
on the deck of the house
smoking a cigarette. He
was placed into custody
without incident, accord-
ing to the complaint.

Deputies found Run-
ion’s uncle in a bedroom
unconscious with both
eyes swollen shut, his
nose broken and the side
of his face fractured.

The man’s airway was
obstructed by blood and
fluid, according to the
complaint. Blood stains
were found on the car-
pet, walls and hallway
floor. Holes had been
punched in the wall, and
there were broken food
bowls, picture frames and
mirrors.

The uncle, once re-
gaining consciousness,
told a deputy that Run-
ion allegedly attacked
his wife first and then
him, according to the
complaint.

The aunt told depu-
ties that she, her husband
and Runion had recently
moved into the home in
Belle Plaine from De Pere
a few days before the
incident, with most items
still waiting to be un-
packed. She claimed that
arguing started around 8
p-m. Sept. 13 over whose

stuff was going where.
She also claimed every-
one was drinking alcohol
but said she saw Runion
mixing in some prescrip-
tion medication and later
told deputies some of
her prescriptions were
missing.

Things turned physi-
cal shortly after midnight
when the aunt had gone
to her bedroom to get
some sleep. She said Run-
ion allegedly came into
her bedroom and began
hitting her and pushing
her around. Runion al-
legedly shoved her into
a closet and would not
allow her to leave before
turning the power off
via the breaker box. The
woman’s cell phone was
taken so she could not
call for help, according to
the complaint.

The aunt said Runion
stopped his attack for a
while, giving her time
to shower and wash the
blood off of her, but
then Runion allegedly
attacked her again. The
uncle intervened, ac-
cording to the complaint,
and that’s when Runion
allegedly attacked him,
repeatedly punching him
in the face, even after he
lost consciousness, until
law enforcement arrived.
The aunt had been able
to retrieve her phone
and called the sheriff’s
department after running
outside.

One deputy reported
in the criminal complaint
that, while escorting Run-
ion to a squad car, Run-
ion allegedly told his aunt
“I’ll see you in 10 years.”
The deputy also reported
that Runion claimed the
cause of the assault “was
kind of a build up.”

Both victims were
transported to ThedaCare
Medical Center-Shawano.
The woman was released
later that day, while the
man went to Green Bay
and later Madison, where
he had to undergo sur-
gery for both of his eyes,
with an emergency room
official telling a deputy
the man had a ruptured
globe, according to the
complaint.

If convicted, Runion
faces a maximum of
six years in prison for
each of the strangula-
tion counts and the false
imprisonment charge, 15
years for each of the ag-
gravated battery counts
and 10 years for each of
the intimidation counts.

Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com
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37 years of service and dedication

Shawano Fire Chief Shawn Borlace, left, presents a plaque and framed certificate of appreciation Capt. Joel Gehm,
who served on the fire department for 37 years. Gehm recently retired. He worked for the department from 1987 to

2024.

CONTRIBUTED

Online survey now available
to community members

Community health
needs assessments enable
local health care systems
and public health depart-
ments to learn more about
the true needs community
members are facing.

The assessments are
traditionally done every
three years and provide
a roadmap for health
organizations to focus
their resources and talents
on the greatest needs of
communities.

This year, partners are
working together to gather
community data and in-
sights through a well-being
survey.

The survey takes about
10 minutes to complete.

Anyone 18 or older liv-
ing in Shawano County is
asked to take the survey
between now and Jan.

17. To access the survey,

visit surveymonkey.com/r/
RZDZKSB.

The answers will help
shape future community
health plans, which can
help improve a person’s
life and make communities
a better place to live.

“The goals of this well-
being survey are to iden-
tify trends in well-being
and to learn how local not-
for-profit hospitals, public
health agencies, and other
partners could make the
lives of people in our com-
munities better,” said Paula
Morgen, ThedaCare direc-
tor of community health
improvement. “Well-being
is a person’s perception
of to what extent they are
living their best possible
life. Are they able to do the
things they want to do? Do
they feel safe in their com-
munity? Do they have the

social supports needed for
both physical and mental
well-being?”

In past surveys, is-
sues like mental health,
substance abuse, early
childhood needs and social
needs, such as food inse-
curity and transportation,
came to the forefront.

“The information we
gather will help us deter-
mine where we should
focus our resources and
energy to get upstream of
critical health challenges
in our communities,” she
said. “It will help us to bet-
ter understand what com-
munity health improve-
ment strategies we can
provide for populations
who might need additional
support.”

Numerous local non-
profit organizations are
involved.

Final-four voting
reforms kept in Alaska

Another push
planned in
Wisconsin

By PETER CAMERON
The Badger Project

By the tightest of mar-
gins, the only state in the
U.S. that uses a final-four
voting system decided to
keep it.

By fewer than 800 votes,
or about 0.25% of all voters
in the state, Alaska elected
to continue using the inno-
vative voting system, which
proponents say promotes
compromise, action and
civility in politics. Oppo-
nents say the system is too
complicated and confusing
for voters to understand.

An attempt to enact a
similar system in Wiscon-
sin is being planned again,
though it faces a steep climb
in the state legislature in the
next couple years.

Final-four or final-five
voting eliminates partisan
primary elections — no
more ballots for only Demo-
cratic or Republican candi-
dates. Instead, it requires all
candidates from all parties
to run on the same “jungle
primary” ballot. All vot-
ers then select their one
favorite candidate from the
ballot.

The top four or five vote
winners from that jungle
primary move on to the
general election, where
voters rank the candidates
first up through last. It’s a
process known as ranked-
choice voting.

If one candidate earns
a majority after the first-
choice votes are counted,
then that candidate wins,
just as it works now.

If no candidate gets
a majority after the first
count, the last-place candi-
date is removed from the
race. Voters who made that
candidate their original top
choice then have their votes
distributed to their second
choice.

The process continues in
a series of instant run-offs
until one candidate has a
majority of the vote.

Proponents generally
include centrists, moderates
and independents. Op-
ponents often include the
political parties themselves,
which stand to lose influ-
ence in the system.

Alaska State Senate Ma-
jority Leader Cathy Giessel,
a Republican from Anchor-

age, traveled to Wisconsin
earlier this year to promote
final-five voting at a public
hearing at the state capitol.

“It has very much
changed how governing is
occurring in the (Alaska)
Senate,” Giessel said of
final-four voting at the hear-
ing in Wisconsin. “We’re
getting a lot done.”

Most elections across the
country are decided before
the majority of voters get
a chance to have their say,
said Sara Eskrich, execu-
tive director of Democracy
Found, a Wisconsin-based
organization that advocates
for final-five voting. Because
only one political party is
dominant in many states
and districts, most elections
are decided in the partisan
primary.

That system allows the
most extreme voters — the
few who show up to vote
in partisan primaries — to
choose many elected of-
ficials. And those elected
officials fear offending that
group of extreme voters,
who usually just want to
see their side win or make
the other side lose, rather
than compromise and take
action, Eskrich noted.

Final-Five Voting aims to
fix that.

Last year, a bipartisan
group of five state legisla-
tors — three Republicans
and two Democrats — co-
authored a bill that would
have launched final-five
voting in Wisconsin for
congressional elections
only.

It didn’t move far in
the Republican-controlled
legislature.

State Sen. Jeff Smith, D-
Eau Claire, one of the five,
said, “I can’t speak for the
others, but I absolutely plan
to reintroduce final-five.”

His Republican co-au-
thors are less enthusiastic.
Aides for state Reps. Tony
Kurtz from Wonewoc in
Juneau County and Ron
Tusler of Menasha in the
Fox Valley said neither has
plans to introduce the bill
again.

Tusler “thought it
could be a good idea to try
something different so that
voters would have more
than two viable options to
choose from,” his staffer,
Joe Romenesko, wrote in an
email.

“It’s an idea to try to
decrease partisanship (and)
party politics,” he contin-
ued. “Fear of losing support
from voters often prevents
legislators from being able

to come to an agreement.
Ron thought final-five could
help with that significantly.

“That being said, the
appetite for it does not seem
to be there at the moment.”

Other insiders agree.

“I don’t know if there’s
going to be much appetite
for electoral reform in the
2025-26 legislative session,”
Eskrich said.

Democrats might be
more open to the reforms
than Republicans but won’t
be able to reclaim majori-
ties in the Wisconsin State
Legislature until after the
2026 elections, at the very
earliest.

Across the country, and
despite a lot of financial
backing that paid for a pro-
motional advertising blitz,
results for voting reformers
were mixed to bad in the
2024 election. Measures to
enact ranked choice voting
or jungle primaries lost
on almost every statewide
ballot.

Nevada voters, who had
passed the enactment of
final-five vote once in 2022,
failed to pass it a second
time in the 2024 election,
as required by the state to
change its constitution.

“It seems like people
were just skeptical. It wasn’t
that they didn’t like it, it’s
that they weren’t sure. And
when you’re not sure, you
vote no,” Eskrich said. “But
people are committed to the
long-term. I don’t think the
movement goes away.”

Voting reformers did
score some major victories
in 2024.

Along with Alaska,
Washington, D.C. and Oak
Park, Illinois, approved
ranked-choice voting.
Washington, D.C. also en-
acted semi-open primaries,
meaning voters no longer
need to be registered with a
political party to vote in its
primary election.

Versions of ranked-
choice voting exist in
Maine’s federal elections
and in about 50 counties
and cities, including New
York City, San Francisco
and Minneapolis.

Unlike in some states,
in which advocates can
get voting changes put on
ballots and thus brought
directly to voters, cities
in Wisconsin cannot pass
voting reforms without an
exemption from the state
legislature, Eskrich noted.

The Badger Project is a nonpartisan,
citizen-supported journalism nonprofit
in Wisconsin.

Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over enforcement campaign underway

The Wisconsin State
Patrol is joined by law
enforcement agencies
throughout the state step-
ping up patrols to stop
impaired driving during the
Drive Sober or Get Pulled
Over campaign, which is
underway now through

New Year’s Day.

With the holiday season
approaching and celebra-
tions in the works, drivers
are urged to plan for a sober
ride ahead of time. Impair-
ment can cloud judgement,
so designate a sober driver
prior to celebrating. If you

are the designated driver,
take that responsibility
seriously. If you're hosting
a gathering, consider how
your guests will get home.
Identify rideshare op-
tions before you get to the
celebration.

During the last holi-

day season (Dec. 15, 2023,
through Jan. 1, 2024), there
were 393 crashes involving
impaired drivers in Wiscon-
sin. Those incidents killed
12 people and injured 197
others.

The Wisconsin State Pa-
trol works to assist local law

enforcement agencies with
obtaining specialty train-
ing to detect impairment
and get dangerous drivers
off the road. More than
7,500 officers in Wisconsin
are trained in Advanced
Roadside Impaired Driving
Enforcement, and the state

has among the most Drug
Recognition Experts (DRE)
in the nation, with nearly
400 officers who have com-
pleted DRE training.
Impaired driving has
many consequences for a
driver in addition to the
potential for a crash.
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Gift cards favored

Gift cards are a con-
venient way to celebrate
special occasions, but they
are also a favored tool for
fraudsters.

When someone asks
you to pay for a product,
service or debt with a gift
card, it’s a major red flag
for fraud.

Fraudsters often pres-
sure victims to purchase
gift cards, claiming it’s the
quickest way to settle a
debt, pay a fine or avoid
legal trouble. Once you
share the card numbers
and PIN, the scammer
drains the funds, and
recovering the money be-
comes nearly impossible.

“I was standing in line
at a local retailer be-
hind someone who was
requesting a very large
amount of their gift cards
to make a payment,”
said Chris Mueller, vice
president and compliance
officer at Forward Bank.
“The service desk staff
did their best to persuade
them not to send out the
cards, and I did my best to
help them get this across.
It’s not easy to stop this
from happening.”

One common scam
is the “imposter scam,”

where fraudsters pretend
to be someone you trust
— a government official,
family member or even a
tech support representa-
tive. They claim an urgent
situation, such as unpaid
taxes or a loved one in
need, then demand im-
mediate payment through
gift cards.

According to the
Federal Trade Commis-
sion (FTC), scammers
most commonly requested
cards from major retailers
like Target, Amazon and
Google Play.

“Many of these scams
are targeting our senior
population,” said Natalyn
Jannene, assistant vice
president of marketing
at AbbyBank. “They are
playing on an individual’s

love for their family mem-
bers or lack of confidence
in technology issues. Fam-
ily can pull together and
watch out for each other
to prevent the scam itself
or the gift cards from be-
ing sent.”

If anyone asks for pay-
ment via gift cards, it’s
almost certainly a scam.
Report such instances
to the FTC immediately
and contact the retailer
to see if they can freeze
the card’s funds before
they’re used. Be skeptical
of urgent requests involv-
ing gift cards, and always
double-check with trusted
sources.

Other common scams
occurring throughout
the year are tech support

scams. These could lead to

gift cards being requested
as payment.

If a caller says your
computer has a problem,
hang up. A tech support
call you don’t expect
is a scam — even if the
number is local or looks
legitimate. These scam-
mers use fake caller ID
information to look like
local businesses or trusted
companies.

If you get a pop-up
message on your device to
call tech support, ignore
it. Some pop-up messages
about computer issues are
legitimate, but do not call
a number or click on a link
that appears in a pop-up
message warning you of a
computer problem.

“By raising awareness,
we can help prevent more
people from falling victim

tool for fraudsters

to this growing form

of fraud,” said Andrew
Henning, Northwestern
Bank. “Stay informed, stay
vigilant, and protect your
money.”

For more information
on how to avoid scams,
visit the Federal Trade
Commission’s Con-
sumer Protection website
(https://www.consumer.
ftc.gov).
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Traditions abound during Christmas season

Rising early I have a
morning routine that suits
my getting-up-before-the-
crack-of-dawn-gets-pants-
on farming background.
Drinking a glass of water
to hydrate after the night, I
don warm clothes and head
outside to fire up.

In our house we have
a rule — the first one up
fires up. This farmer man of
mine, for years too numer-
ous to count, arose every
morning at 3:30 a.m. to trek
out to the barn to begin yet
another day of chores. Now
that we have animals on the
farm that need only feeding
and cleaning, my husband
gets the luxury of sleeping
in.

All this being said — I'm
usually the first one up.

Starting my coffee, I
head to the back room for
stretching exercises, trying
to accommodate an aging
body that bucks these
stretches every chance it
gets. That done, I hydrate
with yet another eight
ounces before pouring a hot
cup of coffee and heading
to my quiet corner, where
I meet with Jesus for our
morning talk/listen/read
session. He’s very detailed,
guiding me specifically as I
meditate on his word.

With our tree up, lamps
are hushed for a time as I
sip my coffee and sit with
the gentle lights of Christ-
mas. One morning after
inviting him in, as time went
by I noticed he produced
a magnificent sunrise. The
morning quietly yawning its
way in, the season’s dawn
was especially lovely as it
reflected the lights of the
tree.

Sitting just before
daybreak with only the
tree lights on is just one of
many Christmas traditions
held dear to me through the

Kay
Reminger
Columnist

years. My mind took an ad-
venture down memory lane,
pausing at high school.
Playing clarinet for
my entire school career, I
learned much from Larry
Schuster. He was the great-
est, and talented. Grabbing
any one of our instruments
and with a flick of his
thumb to clear the reed,
as an example, played the
measure to perfection. His
no-nonsense persona as he
taught was clear. As a result
we didn’t mess around and
as a by-product, had tons of
fun while we learned.
My fondest memo-
ries were the Christmas
programs we put on with
everyone slicked up in their
concert dress and posture
and ready to go as a result
of endless, productive
rehearsals. My favorite?
“Sleigh Ride.” I loved the
expertise of the percussion-
ists as they reproduced a
horse’s clop-clop-clopping.
With all the traditions of
Christmas, attending church
is at the top of my memory
bank. Way back when I was
a kid going to St. John’s in
Marion, we had candlelight
services where all lights
were out save for the flick-
ering candles held by each
one, young and old, while
we sang “Silent Night.” So
tender to my heart.
Watching our own little
ones open our gifts to them
was better than opening
anything I was given. When
all three were snug in their
beds on Christmas Eve, my
husband and I went out to
our porch room and hauled

Dawn comes to the Reminger home with the lights from the Christmas tree offering a gentle glow before the sun
KAY REMINGER

comes up.

in anything that needed to
be assembled or tucked un-
der the tree, giggling quietly
with each other (or arguing
quietly, depending on the
difficulty of assembly — just
keeping it real here) so no
little body would wake up.

One year during the
church’s Christmas pro-
gram, our middle one

dressed the part and sang
“Little Drummer Boy” as
he made his way down the
aisle, tapping on a snare
drum held by a string
around his neck. He could
not carry a tune — it was
brutal. He did it.

My husband recalls
serving at Midnight Mass
back in the day when he

was a small boy. They wore
black garments with white
vestment overlays and a big
red bow fastened around
their necks. They’d go up to
the manger after and gaze
in wonder at the nativity
set — the same one there to
this day, which is at least 80
years old.

My husband and I were

brought up with a knowl-
edge of the reason we
celebrate Christmas, and we
instilled that while raising
our own family. Jesus had

a birthday. That’s why we
rejoice.

God left everything
comfortable, put skin on
and came to earth — a barn
destination — on a mission
to save his beloved children
from certain death. Dur-
ing creation, he created
everything for us and had
a right relationship with
humans. Then Adam chose
sin. Because God is a loving
God, he gives us a choice,
whether to follow our way
or his way.

God in his infinite agape
love, fashioned a way back
to him through his Son. He
conquered death by rising
on the third day and has
gone on ahead of us, seated
again at the right hand of
the Father. He not only
saved me from death but
showed me how to live. The
blood of Jesus makes me so
clean I squeak. His gift of
everlasting life is offered to
all. It’s a choice.

Christmas traditions are
heartwarming, but the rea-
son for this blessed season
is the best tradition of all.

(“And what is God’s
living message? It is the
revelation of faith for salva-
tion, which is the message
that we preach. For if you
publicly declare with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord
and believe in your heart
that God raised Him from
the dead, you will experi-
ence salvation.” Romans
10:9, Passion Translation)

Kay Reminger was born and raised on
a dairy farm, and she married her high
school sweetheart, who happened to farm
for aliving in Leopolis. Writing for quite
afew years, she remains focused on the
blessings of living the ups and downs of
rural life from a farm wife's perspective.

Milkweed designated as Perennial of the Year

As the 2024 garden-
ing season winds down,
preparations are already
made for a vibrant, fun and
festive 2025.

Several gardening
organizations and plant
marketing agencies have
announced Plants of the
Year for 2025, as well as hot
gardening trends and more.

Today, we’ll talk about
one of the perennial plants
of the year for 2025.

The National Garden
Bureau, in its annual show-
case of plants of the year,
has selected the milkweed
family as its chosen fea-
tured perennial.

That’s right, it’s the Year
of the Milkweed, according
to the bureau.

Rather than selecting
just one variety, the group
has chosen to spotlight the
entire milkweed family,
including all of those native
to our area.

Here in our area, a num-

Rob Zimmer
Columnist

ber of native milkweed spe-
cies grow well. This group
of perennial native plants

is highly prized by garden-
ers and property owners
for the benefits it provides,
most notably for monarch
butterflies.

Monarchs use milk-
weeds as the host plant for
their caterpillars. The only
plants monarch caterpillars
will feed upon are members
of the milkweed family.

Orange milkweed, often
sold commercially as “but-
terfly weed,” grows well
here in our area, especially
in areas with sandy soil.
This is a nice, compact and
well-behaved milkweed
species featuring bright,

neon orange flowers.

Swamp milkweed, some-
times called red milkweed,
grows best in moist soils,
especially along area water-
ways. It is quite prevalent
at areas such as Navarino
Wildlife Area, on the many
flowages. Its beautiful, two-
toned blooms in light and
dark pink, are prized by
just about every pollinator
species.

Common milkweed
is well known by most
in our area for its large,
ball-shaped bloom clusters,
heavily fragrance and large,
broad leaves. For smaller
landscaped areas, com-
mon milkweed can be a bit
aggressive and needs to be
kept in check.

However, for those who
have plenty of space to let
it spread, it is a wonderful
plant, attracting monarchs,
bumblebees, hummingbirds
and many more.

In deciduous woodlands,

Native orange milkweed is one of the most beautiful members of the milkweed family in glowing, neon orange.

poke milkweed is found.
This is the only milkweed
that grows well in the
shade. Its unique, green and
white fireworks blooms are
elegant in the shade.

Many other milkweed

species can be found
throughout the area, as
well.

Enjoy exploring the
many different varieties of
plants in this family as the
Year of the Milkweed gets

ROB ZIMMER
underway in 2025.

Rob Zimmer is a nature and garden
author, public speaker and radio show
host on WHBY. Readers can find him
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
RobZimmerQutdoors.
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Thanksgiving rekindles memories of food storage counting

At Hilrose Dairy Farm
in Sherwood back in the
1950s, the Christmas holi-
days began in earnest the
day after Thanksgiving.

I loved that time of
year. The harvest was
over; life took on aslower
pace. The coal and wood
room that would keep the
furnace going was filled
to the brim. Food to carry
us through winter was
preserved and stored.

The house was clean
from top to bottom. But
that didn’t mean there
wasn’t work to do.

My mother’s philoso-
phy was that as long as
the work had to be done,
why not try to make it
fun? That made sense to
me. In fact, that attitude
is deeply embedded in
my psyche. As a teen-
ager, I tweaked it a little
by adding that if you
can’t make work fun,
you should at least try to
learn something from it.

Case in point. It was
the Friday after Turkey
Day in 1952 when one of
those no-fun tasks I was

Kathleen
Marsh

Columnist

assigned in my seventh
year of life on earth be-
came a perfect opportuni-
ty to practice my arithme-
tic and writing skills. On a
much-anticipated day off
from school, I planned to
spend the afternoon read-
ing Little Golden picture
books, playing with my
nun doll and scanning the
Sears catalog toy section
to start my Christmas
wish list.

I was just settling in
when my mother directed
me to fetch a pencil and
tablet and follow her
down to the basement.

I moaned and groaned,
loathing even the thought
of going down there.

But I had learned years
earlier that saying no to
Mom was not an option.

In the winter months,
our basement was dark

but dry, staying slightly
above freezing. In other
words, it was the perfect
place to store perish-
able foodstuffs. By the
time I reached my teens,
I thought it would have
been the perfect place
to film an Alfred Hitch-
cock horror film. I'm
convinced that basement
is the reason why I'm se-
verely claustrophobic.
As I cautiously de-
scended the old cement
stairway, I forced my
short chubby legs to
navigate the steps in
order to stay right behind
my mother. When we
reached the landing, Mom
explained our mission.
We were going to com-
pile a list of all the food
stored down there. She
would be the counter; I
would be the recorder.
As we tallied the
sausages, hams and sides
of bacon hanging from
hooks in the ceiling,
their sweet smokehouse
smell conveyed deli-
cious promise. For some
reason, it reminded me of

a recent visit to Pfund’s
Cheese Factory where
Dad hauled his milk. But
this had been a special
trip to check our rented
freezer locker. After in-
specting the large com-
partment bursting with
freezer-wrapped pack-
ages of beef, pork and
chicken, Dad locked the
frosty door and pocketed
his key. I was all smiles
when he bought a gallon
of butter pecan ice cream
before heading home.
My attention was
drawn back to the present
when my nose puckered.
Mom was digging around
with a large fork in two
crocks that held Dad’s
famous sauerkraut. Yuk!
How could anybody eat
that? Moving on, she
checked a nearby medi-
um-size crock that held
carrots packed in sand,
then several smaller ones
containing rendered lard.
Lastly, she exam-
ined the burlap sacks of
potatoes, rutabagas and
apples stacked high on
the sidewall. Seeing no

signs of spoilage, she
paused while I catalogued
each entry.

Mom then opened the
door to one of two floor-
to-ceiling cupboards
built along the back wall.
Its shelves held rows
and rows of vegetables,
packed and pressure-
cooked in Mason jars.
There were green and
yellow beans, peas, sweet
corn, beets and pickles;
all grown in our half-acre
garden and preserved
over the summer.

The other cupboard
contained fruit: straw-
berries and raspberries
picked in our patches;
applesauce from fruit
grown in our orchard;
cherries picked on our
annual outing to Door
County. I volunteered
to count my favor-
ites: peaches and pears
purchased in crates at
Mueller’s Grocery Store a
half-block away. All were
beautifully “put up” in a
light sugar syrup. After
I'd recorded everything,
we went back upstairs to

start supper.

I'm not sure why that
memory lingers. Was it
because seeing all that
food made me feel safe,
that I had what is now
called food security? Was
it because I’d helped with
the gardening, gather-
ing and canning and felt
pride in accomplishment?
Was it because Mom
made me feel grown up
by trusting me with an
important job?

I think it’s all that, and
something more impor-
tant. Helping her made
me feel needed, doing
my part to ensure we had
enough food to see us
through to spring. The
satisfaction in knowing
that I was contributing
was just as important
as the satisfaction from
eating all the meals Mom
would serve that winter.
How delicious is that?

Kathleen Marsh is a lifelong educator,
writer and community advocate. She
has published eight books, four on the
history of Townsend, where she and
husband Jon are happily retired on
the beautiful Townsend Flowage.

Shop on Main, chamber planning

The Shop on Main and
the Oconto Area Chamber
of Commerce is inviting
families to join the fes-
tive fun at its Santa’s Visit
event Dec. 21 from 10 a.m.

to 3 p.m.

One of Santa’s jolly
helpers will greet visitors
at The Shop on Main, 821
Main St., Oconto, with a
special number, ensuring
everyone gets their turn
to meet the one and only

Santa Claus.

In partnership with the
chamber, families can enjoy
a hands-on holiday experi-
ence with free make-and-
take crafts at the chamber’s
festive craft station.

As an extra treat, every
child will receive a free
LED Christmas Wand,
perfect for lighting up
the season. Supplies are
limited.

“This event is all about

visit from Santa

spreading joy and creating
lasting memories for fami-
lies in our community,”
said Samantha Routheau,
chamber president. “From
meeting Santa to the
excitement of crafting and

giveaways, it’s a perfect
way to celebrate the sea-
son together.”

For information, contact
ocontoareachamberofcom-
merce@gmail.com or call
920-604-0074.

WHAT'S HAPPENING

FRIDAY, DEC. 20

SURING: Recovery Talking
Circle, 6-8 p.m. South Branch
Community Center, W1281
County Road M.

GILLETT: “Gloria: The
Wonders of His Love"” musi-
cal, 7 p.m., St. John's Lutheran
Church, 101 W. Main St. Free-
will offering; dessert reception
to follow.

SATURDAY, DEC. 21

BONDUEL: Learn Safe
and Responsible Snowmo-
bile Class, 10 a.m. to noon,
Bonduel High School, 400 W.
Green Bay St. Folder pickup
for Dec. 30 class. Contact
Kerry Higgins 715-851-3173.

SHAWANO: Saturdays with
Santa in the Naberhood, 2-4
p.m., Naberhood, 214 S. Main
St. Santa with Park and Rec.

GILLETT: Kids Christmas
Musical “Really Really Really
Good News,” 7 p.m., Hillside
Assembly, 5890 State High-
way 22 West.

BOWLER: Lonestar in
concert, 8 p.m., North Star
Mohican Casino Resort,
W12180 County Road A. 21
and older show. Tickets $45
and $55. For ticket informa-
tion, call 715-787-3110. Doors
open 7 p.m.

SUNDAY, DEC. 22

SHAWANO: Skate with
Santa, noon to 2 p.m., Craw-

ford Center, 251S. Waukechon
St. Open to the public.

GILLETT: “Gloria: The
Wonders of His Love" musi-
cal, 2 p.m., St. John's Lutheran
Church, 101 W. Main St. Free-
will offering; dessert reception
to follow.

MONDAY, DEC. 23

SHAWANO: Recovery talking
circle, 6-8 p.m., First Presbyte-
rian Church, Room 4,100 W.
Presbyterian St. Information:
Dallas Gast, 715-701-5388 or
dallasgast8@gmail.com.

TUESDAY, DEC. 24

GILLETT: Traditional Christ-
mas Eve service with Holy
Communion, 2 p.m., Tabor

United Methodist Church, 120
W. Main St.

BONDUEL: Christmas
services, 2, 4 and 7 p.m., St.
Paul Lutheran Church, 240 E.
Green Bay St.

BONDUEL: Christmas Eve
Hymn Sing with Holy Com-
munion, 4 p.m., Zion United
Methodist Church, 134 E.
Green Bay St.

BONDUEL: Traditional
Christmas Eve service with
Holy Communion, 6 p.m., Zion
United Methodist Church, 134
E. Green Bay St.

KESHENA: Recovery talking
circle, 6-8 p.m. Omaegnome-
newak Wetohkatikamek
Center, 2700 Mianaceqtawak
Road. Information: Mindy

Thunder at 715-799-3835 or
mthunder@mitw.org.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 25

BONDUEL: Christmas ser-
vice, 9 a.m., St. Paul Lutheran
Church, 240 E. Green Bay St.

THURSDAY, DEC. 26

BOWLER: Native American
Talking Circle, 7-9 p.m., Mo-
hican Family Center, N8605
Oak St. Information: Yvonne
Burr, 715-326-0891.

FRIDAY, DEC. 27

GILLETT: “Gloria: The
Wonders of His Love" musi-
cal, 7 p.m., St. John's Lutheran
Church, 101 W. Main St.
Freewill offering; followed by

dessert reception.

SURING: Recovery Talking
Circle, 6-8 p.m. South Branch
Community Center, W1281
County Road M.

SATURDAY, DEC. 28

SHAWANO: Bonduel Lions
Club Fish Derby and Meat
Raffle, 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., Bam-
boo Bar, W5884 Cedar Court.

GILLETT: “Gloria: The
Wonders of His Love” musi-
cal, 2 p.m., St. John's Lutheran
Church, 101 W. Main St.
Freewill offering; followed by
dessert reception.

ABRAMS: Machickanee
Cross Country Ski Club Moon-
lit Hike, 5:30-8 p.m., 6625
Timberline Road.
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Providing the
Compassion &
Care Your
Family
Deserves.
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Cowden takes
first place in
round-robin

wrestling format

BY NEW MEDIA STAFF

Brillion, the site of a
Dec. 13 girls wrestling
tournament, was one of
the first such tournaments
when it was held four
years ago. There were 23
participants that year; on
Dec. 13, there were 171.

Among the wrestlers
were 18 from Shawano
Community High School.

Jacey Cowden placed
first in a four-person
round robing bracket.

Adalyn Barkley and
Vivian Waldburger each
place third in their weight
divisions. Lily Tomas
placed fourth, and Jenna
Moede was fifth.

“I was proud of the
fight they all had. Even
though the girls are not
placing, they are doing
some really good things
and are improving with
each match,” coach Mike
Homan said. “Adalyn and
Vivian continue to work
hard, and that hard work
has paid off. They both ran
into some very stiff com-
petition on Friday night.
This was Jacey’s first week
of wrestling and she did
a great job winning her
four-person bracket.”

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood

Brooke Hoffman
captured first place at 185
pounds to score 26 points
for the Chargers.

Overall, the team
placed 14th with 44 points.
Andrea Powell took

sixth place scoring 12
points for the team. Bren-
dan Resch and Faith Weso

each scored three points
for the team.

Dec. 12

Shawano’s girls wres-
tling team hosted Menasha
and Pulaski, coming up
short in both matches.

Menasha 48, Sha-
wano 16

Shawano wrestlers
getting wins were Kendall
Knope, Jozlyn Brocker and
Vivian Waldburger.

“The girls wrestled
tough and just came up
short,” coach Mike Homan
said. “Kendall has been
doing a great job this
season, and she is learning
quick.”

Knope pinned Bryn
Keberlein in 30 seconds.

Waldburger finished
on top with an 8-0 major
decision.

“Vivian controlled the
match from the start and
wrestled well,” Homan
said.

Pulaski 33, Shawano
30

Despite the team losing
by three points, Shawano
had several wins. They
were from Knope, Brock-
er, Jenna Moede, Maddie
Miller and Lily Tomas.

Brocker had a quick pin
in 23 seconds.

“She is aggressive, and
it really paid off in this
match,” Homan said.

Tomas secured a pin
in 1:41.

“There were some
other tight matches that
we just came out on the
other end of,” Homan said.
“The girls are working
hard to get better and will
continue that.”

Wittenberg-Birnamwood's Brooke Huffman won first place in the 185-pound

weight division at a tournament in Brillion on Dec. 13.

CONTRIBUTED

Shawano Community High School junior Leah Nordin has broken the girls basketball all-time scoring record of 1,168 points, which was held by Christi Burden
since 1989. A recognition ceremony was held at the Dec. 13 game against Xavier. Nordin still has the rest of this season and all of next year to continue scor-

ing.

CONTRIBUTED

Nordin breaks all-time

scoring record in Shawano

BY NEW MEDIA STAFF

Shawano Community
High School junior Leah
Nordin is the new all-time
scoring leader for girls
basketball.

Last week, she topped
the record of 1,168 points,
which was held by Christi
Burden since 1989.

“She is very com-
petitive and works on her
skills year-round,” coach
Ryan Koenig said. “It’s
been a pleasure to coach
her and see her develop-
ment through our Hoops
program in third grade
until now.”

A special recognition
ceremony was held the

Dec. 13 home game against
Xavier, which Shawano
won 56-43.

Nordin also announced
her commitment to Wis-
consin, which beat out
four other teams in her fi-
nal five, Marquette, Butler,
Illinois State and Belmont.

The scoring record is
another of many accom-
plishments for the 6-foot-2
guard and forward.

As a sophomore in the
2023-24 school year, she
was ranked third among
2026 graduates by Prep
Hoops Wisconsin and
fourth by the Wisconsin
Junior All-Stars.

She was named to
the WIAA second team

all-state and was a unani-
mous selection to the Bay
Conference first-team
all-conference.

Nordin was named to
the Wisconsin Basket-
ball Coaches Association
(WBCA) Division 2 all-
state team as a sophomore
and the academic all-state
team as a freshman and
sophomore.

She led the Bay Confer-
ence in scoring both of her
seasons.

In her freshman year,
she was awarded hon-
orable mention status
all-state, was named to the
Bay Conference first team
all-conference, was co-de-
fensive player of the year,

earned honorable men-
tion status by the WBCA
Division 2 and led the Bay
Conference in points per
game, rebounds per game
and steals per game. Nor-
din has the SCHS records
for the most rebounds in a
season (228), most steals
in a season (91), most
points in a game (40) and
most points in a season
(554 in her sophomore
year, which broke the
record of 477 she set in her
freshman year).

“We are happy for her
accomplishments as an
individual and teammate
and look forward to many
more in her last two sea-
sons,” Koenig said.

Nordin leads Shawano in win over Xavier

BY NEW MEDIA STAFF

Dec. 14

Peshtigo 39, Oconto
Falls 38

Dec. 13

Shawano 56, Xavier
43

In a night that focused
a lot of attention on star
player Leah Nordin, the
junior stayed true to lead
the Hawks to a 56-43 win
over Xavier.

Nordin led Shawano
with 23 points. Ella Stub-
bier, Trinity Popelka and
Anna Dreier each scored
eight.

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood 66, Shiocton 29

Melaina Granquist led
the Chargers with 16 points
and 11 rebounds in a 66-29
win over Shiocton.

“I'm very proud of this
group tonight,” coach
Nick Mechelke said. “We
played great defensively
and kept extending our
lead. My shoutout goes to
Kylee Beversdorf tonight.
She played extremely great
defensive. She had that
lockdown mentality on
their best shooter.”

Beversdorf contributed
seven rebounds, an assist

and three steals.

Rory Salvesen was
the assist leader with six,
while Harper Rogowski led
with four steals.

Oneida Nation 66,
Marion/Tigerton 20

Heidi Krueger’s eight
points led Marion/Tiger-
ton in their 66-20 loss to
Oneida Nation.

The hosts were out-
matched throughout the
night, trailing 32-9 at the
half and then outscored
34-11 after the break.

Ambherst 46, Menomi-
nee Nation 36

Bonduel 59, Manawa

Pulaskl 51, Sheboygan
South 33

Dec. 12

Lena 62, Crivitz 45

Eva Brooks scored 30
points and pulled down 20
rebounds to lead Lena to a
62-45 Marinette & Oconto
Conference win.

The result wasn’t really
in doubt as the Wildcats
built up a 15-point lead at
halftime and then played
even with their guests the
second half.

Madilyn Thomson

GIRLS BB, CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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Above, Shawano wrestlers watch a double dual with Shawano, Pulaski and Menasha on Dec. 12. Shawano beat Menasha but lost to Pulaski. Below, Cash
Panske started Shawano off well by earring a technical fall with a score of 18-3 at 113 over his Pulaski opponent.

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

GIRLS BB, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

scored another 14 points
for Lena. She also had 12
rebounds. Thomson led
the team with seven assists
and four steals.

Lena improved to 3-0 in
conference action and 7-1
overall.

Gillett 50, Wausaukee
3

Gillett stayed perfect
at 3-0 in the Marinette &
Oconto Conference and
6-0 overall with a 50-3 win
over Wausaukee.

Green Bay NEW
Lutheran/Providence
Academy 78, Bowler 37

Wrightstown 66,
Oconto Falls 46

Shawano was simply outmatched when it came to wrestling Pulaski on Dec.
12. The Red Raiders won 64-14 despite some valiant efforts by Shawano

wrestlers.

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

Shawano
encounters tough
day on the mats

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Shawano’s boys wres-
tlers competed in Bay Port
on Dec. 14 in one of its
largest tournaments of the
year.

“It was a tough day of
wrestling with many great
wrestlers at this tourna-
ment,” coach Mike Homan
said.

There were 32
teams competing at the
tournament.

Bright spots for the
Hawks included a 12th-
place finish by Kian
Morstad, Kody Popelka
placed 13th, and Austin
Stickney placed 14th.

After a Dec. 19 match
in West De Pere, Shawano
will host multiple schools
at this weekend’s Holiday
Classic.

Dec. 12

Shawano hosted Mena-
sha for a conference dual
and then took on Pu-
laski in a nonconference
matchup.

Shawano 39, Mena-
sha 33

Shawano started the
dual at 285 pounds, then
picked up forfeits at 113,
120 and 126.

The Hawks’ first win
was at 132 by Dane Hokie-
wicz with a fall in 3:42.

Shawano lost at 138 and
144 but got back on the
board at 150 with a fall by
Kody Popelka in 2:54.

“Dane and Kody
wrestled great matches
that were back and forth,”
coach Mike Homan said.

WRESTLING,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

Dec. 10

Shawano 58, Green
Bay Preble 26

Shawano is 4-3 on the
season with a 58-26 win
over Green Bay Preble.

Leah Nordin led the
way with 34 points.

The Hawks were up
25-16 at halftime, and a
dominant second half led
to the 32-point victory.

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood 69, Weyauwega-
Fremont 55

Rory Salvesen scored
26 points and Melaina
Granquist added 21 as
Wittenberg-Birnamwood
topped Weyauwega-Fre-

mont 69-55.

“We shot very well
tonight from the floor,
just struggled defensively
tonight,” coach Nick
Mechelke said. “I was very
proud of how well Melaina
(Granquist) played tonight
on both sides of the floor.”

The Chargers led by
seven at halftime and
added another seven to
their margin of victory in
the second half.

Harper Rogowski
scored 12 points for
Wittenberg-Birnamwood.
Granquist had four
3-pointers, while Salvesen
connected on three of

them.

Granquist led with 12
rebounds. Salvesen had
seven assists, and Rogows-
ki had five steals.

Pulaski 44, New Lon-
don 31

A strong second half
powered the Red Raiders
to a 44-31 win over New
London.

Pulaski was trailing by a
point at halftime but used
a 22-8 second half to col-
lect its second win of the
season.

Olivia Sprangers led Pu-
laski with 15 points, while
Lydia Gwidt scored 11.

Bonduel 46, Menomi-

nee Nation 31

Bowler 49, Stock-
bridge 28

Wild Rose 59, Gresh-
am 19

Dec. 9

Gillett 39, Oneida Na-
tion 36

Gillett came from be-
hind to beat Oneida Nation
39-36.

Trailing 17-14 at the
half, the Tigers won the
second half 25-19 to earn
the win.

Cilena Guns led the
way with 12 points. Maggie
Kaczmarek added 11, and
Hope Soper scored 10.

Lena 42, Niagara 36

Lena found a little extra
in the second half as the
Wildcats defeated Niagara
42-36.

The teams were tied
13-13 at halftime, but Lena
won the second half 29-23
to earn the victory.

Eva Brooks led the team
with 11 points, while Madi-
lyn Thomson and Kali
Fischer each scored 10.

Thomson set the pace
with 11 rebounds, Brooks
led with four assists, and
Fischer had three steals.

Oconto Falls 66,
Southern Door 33

Suring 75, Wausaukee
14

Depend on an Independent
Insurance Agent

Proud to be your only Locally Owned Agency in Shawano

AGENCY OF SHAWANQOQ, INC
1207 E. GREEN BAY STREET « SHAWANO
715-526-6390 - 800-428-6390

Independence allows Hometown to compare
various insurance companies and recommend
only the best ones like Auto Owners

2023




FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2024 * NEW MEDIA = www.newmedia-wi.com * PAGE 17

Panther boys win in back-to-back games

Dec. 14

Oconto Falls 73,
Peshtigo 41

Jameson Beaman
poured in 24 points includ-
ing six 3-pointers and
pulled down 12 rebounds
to lead Oconto Falls to a
dominating 73-41 win over
Peshtigo.

Brady Bursa scored
another 17 points and had
10 rebounds, while J.J.
Pytleski scored 16 points
including three 3-pointers.

Evan Yuma led the Pan-
thers with three assists.
Bursa had four steals.

Dec. 13

Oneida Nation 47,
Gillett 37

Gillett managed to stay
even with Oneida Nation
with a 17-17 halftime score,
but the home team pushed
harder in the second half
to earn the 47-37 win.

Niagara 63, Lena 37

Mason Spice scored 16
points in Lena’s 63-37 loss
to Niagara.

Niagara had little
trouble with the Wildcats,
leading 39-19 at halftime
adding six more points to
their margin of victory in
the second half.

Suring 67, Wausaukee

M1chae1 Bailey scored
18 points to lead Suring to
a 67-47 win over Wausau-
kee in Marinette and
Oconto Conference action.

Taylor Booth Stoffre-
gen and Dayne Ermis each
scored 14 points for the
Eagles.

Oconto Falls 47,
Wrightstown 43

Wrightstown pulled
back from a nine-point
halftime deficit, but
Oconto Falls held on long
enough to earn the 47-43
victory.

Jameson Beaman led
the Panthers with 12
points, and J.J. Pytleski
scored 10.

Pytleski led the team
with 13 rebounds, Brady
Bursa had three assists,
and Bursa, Chase Car-
riveau and Emerich
Skarban each had a pair of
steals.

Port Edwards 60,
Gresham 41

Pulaski 77, Sheboygan
South 64

Dec.12

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood 76, Shiocton 64

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood defeated Shiocton

76-64 in Central Wisconsin
East Conference action.

“We had valuable con-
tribution from everyone
tonight,” coach Garrett
Rogowski said. “It was
fun to watch the boys play
together and move the ball
effectively vs. both man
and zone defenses. In ad-
dition, we shot very well
from the free throw-line.
A great conference win
tonight.”

The game was tied at
32-32 at halftime, but the
Chargers pulled ahead in
the second half.

Jett Rogowski led
Wittenberg-Birnamwood
with 30 points including
four 3-pointers and 8-of-10
free throws.

Hudson Miller scored
15 points including three
3-pointers. Zandyr Barke
had 10 points including
one 3-pointer and 3-of-4
free throws.

Bonduel 77, Manawa
35

Bonduel controlled
Manawa throughout the
game, winning 77-35.

Quinn Wesenberg led
the Bears with 21 points
including three 3-point-
ers. Cade Johnson had 10

points that included a pair
of 3-pointers, and Race
Anvelink scored 17 points
with two 3-pointers.

White Lake 70,
Marion 38

Menominee Nation
45, Amherst 28

Dec. 10

Bonduel 81, Ke-
waunee 60

Bonduel improved to
3-0 with an 81-60 win over
Kewaunee.

Quinn Wesenberg led
Bonduel with 23 points,
followed by Race Anvelink
with 22 and Carter Moesch
with 12.

Wesenberg went 4-for-
4 for free throws. Moesch
had three 3-pointers.

The Bears led 46-22
at halftime. Kewaunee
outscored Bonduel in the
second half 38-35.

Lena 62, Bowler 58
(0T)

Lena used an 11-7
overtime period to defeat
Bowler 62-58.

The game was evenly
matched throughout with
Bowler up 28-26 at the
half and Lena winning the
second half 25-23 to force
overtime.

Lena was led by Mason

Spice and his 31 points.
Caleb Schlosser added 11.

Four Bowler players
scored in double digits.
They were Derek Sch-
reiber with 19, Chase Ste-
vens with 13, and Jameson
Paiser and Brandon Slater
with 10 each.

Tigerton 72, Stock-
bridge 35

Tigerton improved to
3-1 overall with a 72-35 win
over Stockbridge.

James Brady led the
Tigers with 16 points and
seven rebounds. Joey Zim-
dars had 11 points and four
steals. Gavin Kielblock
scored 10 points.

Sam Anheuser and
Maverick Maas led the
team with six assists each.
Ethan Carlson led the team
with five steals.

Maas and Brody Miller
each had six rebounds.

Crivitz 56, Gillett 45

Gillett was in the hole
by 12 points at halftime
and couldn’t dig them-
selves out of it, losing
56-45 to Crivitz.

Jesse DeBauch led the
Tigers with 19 points,
while Ryan Pensis scored
15.

DeBauch also led the

team with 12 rebounds and
eight assists. DeBauch,
Pensis, Brandon Slatky and
Brody Holla each recorded
one steal.

Oconto Falls 65,
Luxemburg-Casco 45

Jameson Beaman scored
30 points and Brady Bursa
added 13 as Oconto Falls
defeated Luxemburg-Cas-
co 65-45.

Luxemburg-Casco led
29-28 at the half, but the
Panthers poured it on in
the second half, outscoring
their hosts 37-16.

Wild Rose 69, Marion
18

Elijah Schema scored
eight points to lead Marion
in its 69-18 loss to Wild
Rose.

Schema and Bray-
lon Mielke each had
six rebounds, Breckyn
DeWhurst had two assists,
and Sawyer Kamba had a
pair of steals.

West De Pere 78, Sha-
wano 60

Oneida Nation 38,
Suring 30

Rhinelander 63, Wit-
tenberg-Birnamwood 59

Dec.9

Appleton East 49,
Pulaski 46

Dickman scores six goals against Medford

Dec. 12

Shawano/Bonduel 2,
Stevens Point Pacelli 1

Blake Swedberg’s goal
halfway through the third
period was the game win-
ner as Shawano/Bonduel
topped the Stevens Point
Pacelli Cardinals 2-1.

Blake Knope kicked
off the scoring with a
power play goal at 12:01
in the first period. Jeremy
Helmuth and Cameron
Schroeder assisted.

The Cardinals tied the
game at 16:47 in the second

WRESTLING, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

“It was huge that they both
ended up securing falls.”

Next, Shawano sent
freshman Kian Morstad
out at 157, and he secured a
fall in 1:55.

“Kian has been doing
such a good job for us on
the mat,” Homan said. “He

period, which is where it
stayed until Swedberg’s
goal with help from Grace
Lammers.

Shawano/Bonduel had
35 shots on goal compared
to Pacelli’s 29. Kaiden
Thornborrow recorded 28
saves.

Antigo 7, Medford 3

It was Owen Dickman’s
night as he scored six goals
in Antigo’s 7-3 win over
Medford.

He started the scoring
out 54 seconds into the
first period with an even

strength goal. At 4:50,
Liam Burt scored with a
Dickman assisting to put
Antigo up 2-0. Medford
scored about four minutes
later to close out the first-
period scores.

Dickman, with assists
by Burt and Alex Brit-
tenham, scored at 15:17 in
the second period to put
Antigo on top 3-1.

That goal late in the
second opened the flood-
gates for Dickman who
scored four times in fewer
than five minutes in the

third period.

Burt and Brittenham as-
sisted on the even strength
goal at 2:31. Brittenham
helped again at 2:53. At
6:32, Dickman scored
again, with help from Car-
son Rhode. Finally, at 7:02,
Rhode and Brittenham
assisted Dickman on his
sixth goal.

Medford scored twice
after that.

Richie Veriha had 24
saves for Antigo, while
Jacob Doyle had 18 for
Medford.

Dec.10

Waupaca 6, Shawano/
Bonduel 3

The Shawano/Bonduel
boys hockey team hung
close to Waupaca through
most of the first two peri-
ods, but a flurry of three
goals at the end of the sec-
ond period and in the third
period sealed a 6-3 win for
the Comets.

The teams were close
in overall shots on goal,
with Waupaca having 36
and Shawano/Bonduel at
31. Kaiden Thornborrow

had 30 saves for Shawano/
Bonduel.

Shawano/Bonduel was
down 2-0 when Waylon
Snider scored with a Blake
Swedberg assist at 6:52.
Waupaca got the goal back
two minutes later, but a
goal Gavin Hundt goal
(with a Michael Dillenburg
assist) at 16:05 made it 3-2
Waupaca’s favor as the
period ended.

Dillenburg assisted Max
Huntington on a goal at
2:28 in the second period
to tie the score at 3-3.

always moves forward

and continues to attack his
opponents. There is a lot
to be learned from the way
Kian wrestles.”

At 165, Marcus Brezgel
won 9-5 in a tough back-
and-forth match. Shawano
dropped the final three

matches, but the damage
had already been done,
and the Hawks managed to
escape with a win.

“The kids wrestled
hard, but we have a lot of
work to do to get ready
for the rest of the season,”
Homan said.

Pulaski 64, Shawano
14

Shawano was simply
outmatched when it came
to wrestling Pulaski.

“We had some good
matches but were not able
to gain any footing after
the first few matches,”

Homan said.

Cash Panske started
Shawano off well by ear-
ring a technical fall with a
score of 18-3 at 113.

“Cash has been doing a
good job this season, and
we look for him to keep it
going,” Homan said.

Dylan Gartner won his
match 6-4. He gave up an
early takedown but came
back with two takedowns
of his own and controlled
the last 30 seconds of the
match to earn the win.

Kian Morstad also won
by fall in 2:00.
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The Newsday Crossword

Edited by Stanley Newman (www.StanXwords.com)
ON THE ROAD AGAIN: What you’ll encounter there

by Guilherme Gilioli

ACROSS
1 Surname that means “red”
6 Audacity
11 Testing facilities
15 Hanoi holiday
18 Act overdramatically
19 Stamp-saving service
20 Plenty
21 Brazilian sports legend
22 Wage boosts
24 Sales staff star, often
26 City fooled by a wooden
horse
27 Dubious, these days
28 “Who am __ judge?”
29 Display clearly
30 “Cool down!”
32 Polite employment endings
36 City of Normandy
37 In a breezy way
39 Part of MPG
40 IRS ID issuer
41 Scottish accents
42 Totally convinced
43 Beast of burden
45 “Registered” corp. phrases
47 Basketball court areas
51 Whaler of fiction
54 Old-fashioned complaint
55 Sushi selections
56 Japanese electronics brand
58 Shrek’s wife
59 Blood bank supply
61 Ft. Wayne’s state
62 __ -Caps (movie candy)
63 Talk tediously
65 Fashion of the ’30s and '40s
70 Dramatic courtroom denial
73 Singer Orbison

74 Apply lubricant to
75 Follow on the sly
79 Postal Service measure
80 Police incursion
82  -pedi
83 Forensic evidence
84 Nevada neighbor
85 Mastery pathways
90 Part of many families
92 Kept a low profile
93 Highest-rated
94 Bike parts
95 Intel competitor
97 Earth-friendly prefix
99 Guides rides
101 Pocket fuzz
102 Cavities in the wrist
106 Make impure
108 Lounging chair
109 Note before la
110 Keg attachment
111 Count counterpart
114 Highly perceptive
116 The Big Lebowski star
120 Liqueur flavoring
121 “Ditto!”
122 Common computer font
123 Tuscan city
124 Part of many families
125 Squeezes (by)
126 Part of some roofs
127 Siill to be decided

DOWN
1 Unwind from work
2 Actor Epps or Sharif
3 What each Beatle began after
the breakup
4 Motel review phrase

5 Comparative suffix
6 Space cloud
7 Layers of green eggs
8 Barnyard beast
9 Bigwig, briefly
10 Half-rectangles
11 Foamy coffee
12 Unsociable
13 Jazz genre
14 Fifty Shades of Grey woman
15 Court footwear
16 Chooses (to)
17 Nun with a Nobel Prize
21 Grand __ racing
23 French fashion initials
25 Stave off
28 Unsociable
31 Tech sch.
32 Expands
33 Small stream

34 Actor in all M*A*S™H episodes 3

35 Increases

36 First female Nobelist

38 Tristan’s love

41 Pals 4 life

43 Vowel sequence

44 Compass pt.

46 Ctr. of many small towns
48 Supermodel Klum

49 Hand down, as a verdict
50 “Very tiny” prefix

52 “I'll take thatas __”

53 Prohibit

57 Augmenting with

58 In favor of

60 Geronimo or Cochise
62 Sheepish

64 Historical artifact

66 Pub pint

114

120

124

67 Toweled off

68 Bubbly drink

69 Courtesy car

70 Debt note

71 Legendary pharach

72 Flower named for its
springing-open “mouth”

76 Upper hands

77 Motionless

78 Young miss

81 Aladdin prince

82 Bores for ores

86 Be worthy of

87 Year-end tune

88 Citrus from the West Indies

89 Held back

91 Needle verbally

92 The latest thing

95 Gain entry to

96 Hawaiian “thanks”

98 Monty Python member

99 NBC series in its 50th season
100 Horse house
103 Carpet fabric

104 Volunteer’s offer

105 Junction points

107 National Lawn and Garden
mo.

110 Nonstick cookware brand

112 Painter Magritte

113 Aspiring atty.’s exam

115 Talk on and on

116 Spree

117 Historical interval

118 Minor misstatement

119 Terre Haute or Pocatello sch.

[a]en]

[1[4]v]3| %,
EIEIN_[[ V|3
LI 1 [O| H[D
; S[1[3[NN] v[2]
EIEINE (WY
IN[O[vIQ|
[1[NE[V3] [L[n]
(W] 1] [n[o]
[AlO]Y] L1
In[O[H[s]d]|
4 [O[N[S] EIEIS
[ [vIS EINE]
[3[NIV[T]m EIFIE]
\vIlla[T]o| EIRIEl
v|S| [A[T]1]4]
S[L) IEIRCIEIS [2
EIRI )[L]1] OH|L
EIEIR LIS |d W] Av[S
EJB V[ 1]V] O[W[3
L[3[1 TEA] HEE]
Sl18|elL|v|T|L|6]9
7 T(L[¥]9[6(8]S|T|¢
9l6|(CT|S|T|E|V|L]8
E1S|L]6]|T|9]|8|1|F
8 VIT[9]C[8|T]|L]|S]|6
6T |8|¥|L|S|9]¢]|C
L19|S|T|E|v]6]8]1
3 8lE€|6]1|9|L]|CT|V|S
TP |1]|8|S[6]€|19|L
V8|9 T|S|L|E|T]|6
5 slelt]r|e]8]L]z]9
6|L|T)O(T|C]|8|S|V
(VP |S|L|T[T]9]|6|¢
LIT|6]€[9|S|V|[8|T
Clolel8[(P[6]S|L|T
9l6(P|S[L|T|T|€|8
) e|T|LIT|8]|9]|6|V|S
L{S[{8]6[E(V]|T|9]|L




FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2024 * NEW MEDIA * www.newmedia-wi.com * PAGE 19

In Person or Call: 715-526-6188 « 715-526-2121
Monday thru Friday 9:30 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.
Online: classifieds@newmedia-wi.com

Ad Deadline: 3pm Thursday Prior

HOUSEHOLD GOODS

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES TODAY with a
GENERAC Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive
a FREE 5-year warranty w/
qualifying purchase. Call 1-
877-626-1009 today to
schedule a free quote. it's not
just a generator. Its a power
move. (WCAN)

ELIMINATE GUTTER
CLEANING FOREVER!
LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military
Discounts.

Call 1-877-920-3533

JACUZZ| BATH REMODEL
Can install a new, custom
bath or shower in as little as
one day. For a limited time,
we're cutting installation
costs in half & offering a
FREE safety upgrade!
Additional terms apply.
Subject to change and vary
be dealer. Offer ends 3/31/24
1-833-224-4977 (WCAN)

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE:
QUEEN MATTRESSES
FROM $199 40 Styles on

Display! All Sizes Avail.
PlymouthFurnitureWl.com
2133 Eastern Ave Plymouth
WI 920-892-6006 Open Daily
(WCAN)

REPLACE YOUR ROOF
w/the best looking & longest
lasting material, steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! 3 Styles &
multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer - up to
50% OFF Installation + Add'l
10% off install (for military,
health
workers & 1st responders)
Call Erie Metal Roofs
1-877-845-6606 (WCAN)

MISCELLANEQUS FOR SALE

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO
SELL? .... GET RESULTS!
Affordable advertising that
fits your budget! Reach
OVER 300,000 homes! Place
your ad in MANY weekly
Wisconsin Shoppers &
Buyers' Guide papers for as
low as $36.00 Call today!
Publishers
Development Service, Inc.
(PDS, Inc.) 1-920-922-4864
www.pdsadnet.com

American Eskimo/Shelti
Cross Pups Fluffy/Friendly
Dewormed $60
715-223-4780

AUSSIE DOODLE PUPS
Shots/Worm/VetCk Choc,
Merle & Parti $600-$800 715-
255-2661 (#269146)

CAVALIER KING CHARLES
PUPPIES Vet/wormed/shots
$300 715-223-0782

FOR SALE: ACA POODLE
Male 27 Ib DOB 4-25-18
Proven Breeder or great pet
$250 Also Female Shiba Inu
pups Ready 4-24 Reserve
yours now $300
715-773-1778

MINI BERNEDOODLE
PUPPIES Shots/Vet ckd.
Dews/wormed $375-$750 No
Sun Calls 715-409-3321
(495932) (WCAN)

Moyen Poodle Pups $450
Samoyed Pups $550 Ready
to go 715-409-0533

Vehicles

Services

Services

APARTMENTS/DUPLEX

GET YOUR DEDUCTION
AHEAD OF THE YEAR-
END! Donate Your Car,
Truck or SUV to assist the
blind & visually impaired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup & secure a
generous year-end tax

Get DISH Satellite TV &
Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus
limited Time Up to $600 in

Gift Cards. Call Today!
1-844-897-8523 (WCAN)

credit. Call HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND today at!
844-374-3067 (WCAN)

Services

Older AUSSIE DOODLE
PUPS Shots/Worm/Vet Can
Deliver $250 715-255-2661

(#269146)

PRETTY POM PUPPY F-
$380; Yorkie Pom Puppies
cute cuddly fluffy
socialized Males-$350, 1st
shots 715-229-2964

REG TOY POODLE PUPS

dews/shots/vet-chk'd/wormed

The bathroom of your
dreams in as
little as 1 day. Limited Time
Offer - $1000 off or No
Payments & No
Interest for 18 months for
customers who qualify. BCI
Bath & Shower. Many
options available. Quality
materials & professional
installation. Senior &
Military
Discounts Available. Call
today! 1-877-651-1850
(WCAN)

Non -Shed $400-$500

READY to go 715-536-0697

or 715-316-2522 (524892)
(WCAN)

REG YORKSHIRE TERRIER

PUPPIES Vet
checked/wormed/dews,
Males $1000; Females

$1200 No Sun Calls 715-

409-3321 (495932) (WCAN)

CONNECT TO THE BEST
WIRELESS home Internet
with EarthLink. Enjoy speeds
from 5G & 4G LTE networks,
no contracts, easy
installation, & data plans up
to 300 GB. Call
844-223-7265 (WCAN)

DENTAL INSURANCE.
From Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Don't Wait!
Call now! Get your FREE
Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 855-807-9516
www.dental50plus.com/wic
ommunity #6258 (WCAN)

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET
Get your favorite live TV,
sports, &
local channels. 99% signal
reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months.
HBO Max & Premium
Channels included for 3 mos
(w/CHOICE Package or
higher) No
annual contract, no hidden
fees! Some restrictions apply.
Call IVS 1-833-574-1746
(WCAN)

DIRECTYV Sports Pack 3
Months on Us! Watch pro &
College sports LIVE. Plus
over 40 regional & specialty
networks included. NFL,
College
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL,
Golf & more. Some
restrictions apply
Call DIRECTV
1-888-925-9452 (WCAN)

DON'T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned about a
fall or wants to regain access
to their entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today!

1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

Vehicles

HughesNet Satellite
Internet: 25 mbps starting at
$49.99/mo! Get More Data,
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST
download speeds. Wifi built

in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease
customers! Limited Time Call
1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

MobileHelp, America's
Premier
Mobile Medical Alert
System. Whether you're
home or away, for safety and
Peace of Mind. No Long
Term Contracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today! 1-855-
491-0732 (WCAN)

UP TO $15,000 OF
GUARANTEED LIFE
INSURANCE! No medical
exam or health questions.
Cash to help pay funeral &
other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance
Company 844-433-5898 or
visit www.Life55plus.info/wcp
(WCAN)

WCAN (Wisconsin
Community Ad Network)
and/or the member
publications review ads to
the best of their ability.
Unfortunately, many
unscrupulous people are
ready to take your money!
PLEASE BE CAREFUL
ANSWERING ANY AD THAT
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO
BE TRUE! For more
information, or to file a
complaint regarding an ad,
please
contact The Department of
Trade, Agriculture &
Consumer Protection
1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

SWITCH & SAVE UP TO
$250/YEAR on your talk, text
& data. No contract & no
hidden fees. Unlimited talk &
text with flexible data plans.
Premium
nationwide coverage. 100%
U.S. based customer service.
For more info, call
1-844-883-1477 (WCAN)

Vacation/
Lake Property

WESLEY FINANCIAL

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck,

THINKING ABOUT
INSTALLING A NEW
SHOWER? American

Standard makes it easy.
FREE design
consultation. Enjoy your
shower again! Call

1-844-479-1327 today to see
how you can save $1,000 on

installation, or visit

www.newshowerdeal.com/wc

our veterans! Schedule a

FAST, FREE vehicle pickup

and receive a top tax

deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-844-406-2647

today! (WCAN)

boat, RV and more to support

Cash with the

p (WCAN)

Turn Trash Into

STROKE &
CARDIOVASCULAR
disease are leading causes
of death, according to the
AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION. Screening

early detection!

Contact Life Line Screening

to
schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings
for just $149! Call
1-888-675-5048 (WCAN)

can provide peace of mind or

GROUP, LLC Timeshare
Cancellation Experts Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare
debt & fees cancelled in
2019. Get FREE
informational package &
learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! FREE
consultations. Over 450
positive
reviews.

CALL 844-374-2565
(WCAN)

1330 E Lieg Ave
2 bedrooms
Great location
Parking avail.
Starting at $775 + deposit
Pete 715-218-5731

1350 E Lieg Ave
Beautiful recently
Fully Remodeled
2 bedrooms
Great loc. Garage avail.
Starting at $795 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

445 Humphrey Cr.
Beautiful

Fully Remodeled

1 or 2 Bedroom
Convenient location

Garage Available

Starting at $715 + Deposit

Tom 715-280-0525

Mountain Bay Trail
Apartments
1/2/3 Bedrooms
Onsite Management
Heat Included

BUY IT
SELL IT

Classifieds Sigle Car Garage
715-526-6188 | [/ icqnea sess

715-526-8790
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| want you to stop,
If UOU are look around
and open your heart.
anywhere |

p Revel in the abundance
of your existence.

In your See how small
substance use disorder

jou rney With can be when sat next

to all that you are

SU bStance or ever could be.

Fill your existence

u Se d iso rd e r' with beauty, purpose

and a life of service.

And your substance
use disorder—

your history of addiction,
the things you

may have done

that you are not
proud of—will one day
be small enough

to deal with

while allowing you
space to live this life
of joy.

Hold on.

We are not the sum

of our scars but rather

a beautiful mosaic of the
life they hold together.

—Joseph
Washington, DC
In recovery from
substance use
disorder

Learn how
substance use
recovery can

(startwithHope.com)

NATIONAL
COUNCIL

for Mental
Wellbeing

\l/
Y Shatterproof

Stronger than addiction
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= Kyle L. McGeshick, 40, a
Crandon man serving time at
Dodge Correctional Institu-
tion in Waupun, pleaded no
contest Dec. 9 to five counts
of felony bail jumping and
misdemeanor counts of
operating while revoked and
resisting or obstructing an
officer. Judge William Kussel
Jr. sentenced him to 180 days
in jail.

* Felony bail jumping and
misdemeanor THC posses-
sion charges against Susan
M. Vang, 42, of Wausau,
were dismissed on a pros-
ecutor’s motion Dec. 9 after
Kussel granted a defense
motion to suppress alleged
evidence.

* Amy M. Otradovec, 38,
Suring, pleaded guilty Dec.
11 to fleeing an officer in her
vehicle, two counts of pos-

session of narcotic drugs, six
counts of felony bail jumping
and misdemeanor counts
of bail jumping, resisting or
obstructing an officer, and
two counts of possession of
THC. Judge Katherine Sloma
withheld sentencing and
placed her on three years of
probation with conditions
including one year in county
jail.

= Anthony P. Peters, 46,
a Stevens Point man serving
time at Jackson Correctional
Institution in Black River
Falls, pleaded no contest
Dec. 12 to two misdemeanor
counts of resisting or ob-
structing an officer, which
were amended from a felony
charge in a plea agreement.
Kussel levied fines and sen-
tenced him to 60 days in jail.

* Matthew W. Netzel, 40,

Birnamwood, pleaded no
contest Dec. 11 to possession
of narcotic drugs, two counts
of possession of metham-
phetamine, possession of the
paraphernalia to manufac-
ture methamphetamine, five
counts of felony bail jumping
and misdemeanor charges

of theft and possession of
drug paraphernalia. Kussel
imposed and stayed a jail
sentence, then placed him on
four years of probation with
conditions.

* Daniel J. Lamczyk, 39,
Shawano, pleaded no contest
Dec. 13 to possession of
narcotic drugs, six counts
of felony bail jumping and
misdemeanor counts of
criminal damage to property,
theft of movable property,
and possession of drug para-
phernalia. Sloma withheld

sentencing and placed him
on three years of probation
with conditions including up
to 180 days in jail.

= Sonny J. Hayes, 43,
Cecil, was charged Dec. 9
with six counts of felony bail
jumping and misdemeanor
counts of operating while
revoked and violating an
ignition interlock device
order. Sloma set a $750 cash
bond and scheduled a status
conference for Jan. 7.

* Christian Leon, 26,
Appleton, was charged Dec.
9 with substantial battery
intending bodily harm and
misdemeanor counts of oper-
ating a motor vehicle while
intoxicated (second offense),
operating while revoked,
violating an ignition interlock
device order, disorderly con-
duct and possession of THC.

Sloma set a $1,000 cash
bond and scheduled a status
conference for Feb. 3.

* Brandon T. Kiesling, 30,
Green Bay was charged Dec.
9 with fleeing an officer in his
vehicle, second-degree reck-
lessly endangering safety
and two counts of misde-
meanor bail jumping. Sloma
set a $500 cash bond and
scheduled a status confer-
ence for Feb. 13.

* Jasmine A. Roehl, 17,
Wittenberg, was charged
Dec. 9 with three counts of
felony bail jumping and a
misdemeanor count of crimi-
nal trespass to a dwelling.
Sloma set a $5,000 signature
bond and scheduled a status
conference for Feb. 4.

* Glory A. Johnson, 37,
Denmark, was charged Dec.
10 with two counts of felony

bail jumping and misde-
meanor counts of disorderly
conduct and resisting or
obstructing an officer. Sloma
set a $500 cash bond and
scheduled a preliminary
hearing for Dec. 18.

* Joseph E. Zember, 53,
Green Bay, was charged Dec.
11 with two counts of felony
bail jumping and a misde-
meanor count of disorderly
conduct. Sloma set a $500
cash bond and scheduled a
status conference for Feb. 25.

* Hannah E. Hoffman, 18,
Shawano, was charged Dec.
11 with six counts of felony
bail jumping and misde-
meanor counts of disorderly
conduct and resisting or
obstructing an officer. Sloma
set a $750 cash bond and
scheduled a preliminary
hearing for Dec. 18.
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PUBLIC RECORD Newcap grant to be used

for revolving loan program

SHAWANO
COUNTY SHERIFF'S

DEPARTMENT

Dec. 15

Deputies responded to 24
incidents, including property
damage on Cedar Drive in the
Town of Maple Grove; harass-
ment on Cherry Street in the
Town of Bartelme; harassment
on Lake Drive in the Town of
Wescott; operating without a
license on state Highway 22
in the Town of Washington;
operating without a license on
state Highway 117 in the Town
of Washington; trespassing on
Fischer Street in Gresham; four
911 calls; two reckless driving
incidents; one traffic hazard; six
crashes, one involving deer.
Dec. 14

Deputies responded to 25
incidents, including trespassing
on High Street in Birnamwood;
found property on County Road
B in Shawano; threatening on
Fairview Road in the Town of
Bartelme; four 911 calls; one
reckless driving incident; one
crash.
Dec. 13

Deputies responded to 18
incidents, including warrant
attempt on Ho-Chunk Road
in the Town of Wittenberg;
fleeing and pursuit on County
Road Z in the Town of Aniwa;
assisting the fire department
on Kersten Lake Road in the
Town of Fairbanks; animal bite
on Green Valley Road in the
Town of Angelica; one 911 call;
two reckless driving incidents;
one welfare check; one crash
involving deer.
Dec. 12

Deputies responded to 25
incidents, including an animal

bite at Village Veterinary Clinic,
103 Mutzy Lane, Bonduel;
repossession on Porter Road in
the Town of Waukechon; vehi-
cle fire on County Road E in the
Town of Green Valley; sexual
assault at Shawano County
Jail, 405 N. Main St., Shawano;
restraining order violation at
Ho-Chunk Gaming Wittenberg,
N7198 U.S. Highway 45 in
the Town of Wittenberg; two
911 calls; two reckless driving
incidents; two traffic hazards;
two crashes.
Dec. 11

Deputies responded to 35
incidents, including a failure to
report to jail at the Huber Work
Release Center, 1240 Engel
Drive, Shawano; property theft
on Old Shawano Road in the
Town of Pella; trespassing on
Range Line Road in the Town
of Belle Plaine; vehicle theft
on Townline Road in the Town
of Navarino; trespassing on
County Road HH in the Town of
Wescott; fraud on Cecil Street
in Bonduel; weapon offense on
County Road M in the Town of
Fairbanks; two 911 calls; three
reckless driving incidents; one
welfare check; four crashes, one
involving deer.
Dec.10

Deputies responded to 34
incidents, including automobile
theft on Shady Lane in the Town
of Washington, two court-
house security calls, assisting
at a Bonduel fire, harassment
on Second Street in Bonduel,
threatening on Evergreen Road
in the Town of Almon, a suspi-
cious vehicle near U.S. Highway
45 and County Road SS in the
Town of Fairbanks, four welfare
checks, four reckless driving
incidents, one crash.

Dec.9

Deputies responded to 18
incidents, including assisting
at a Bonduel fire, two calls for
courthouse security, suspicious
activity near Ponderosa Court
and Lake Drive in the Town of
Wescott and near High and
Maple streets in Birnamwood,
two 911 calls, one reckless driv-
ing incident, one crash involving
deer.

SHAWANO POLICE

DEPARTMENT

Dec.15

Officers responded to 11
incidents, including noise on
Acorn Street.
Dec.14

Officers responded to 16
incidents, including illegal burn-
ing on Fifth Street; trespassing
at Cricket Wireless, 506 E.
Green Bay St.; one 911 call; one
reckless driving incident; two
welfare checks; one crash.
Dec. 13

Officers responded to 29
incidents, including a juvenile
problem at Shawano Commu-
nity High School, 220 County
Road B; trespassing on South
Andrews Street; truancy at Sha-
wano Community High School,
220 County Road B; warrant on
East Green Bay Street; four 911
calls; four welfare checks.
Dec. 12

Officers responded to 22
incidents, including fraud at
Abby Bank, 1213 E. Green Bay
St.; one 911 call; one reckless
driving incident; three welfare
checks.
Dec. 11

Officers responded to 25
incidents, including six truancy
calls at Shawano Community
High School, 220 County Road
B; truancy at Hillcrest Primary

School, 1410 Waukechon St.;
juvenile problem at Shawano
Community High School, 220
County Road B; illegal burning
on South Union Street; one 911
call; five welfare checks; two
crashes.
Dec. 10

Officers responded to 26
incidents, including a domestic
disturbance on East Randall
Street, suspicious activity at
Walmart, 1244 E. Green Bay
St., a suspicious vehicle on East
Green Bay Street, four welfare
checks, two 911 calls.
Dec. 9

Officers responded to 18
incidents, including suspicious
activity near South Union and
East Green Bay streets, illegal
burning on East Randall Street,
a disturbance near Ellis and
East Green Bay streets, a dis-
turbance on East Lieg Avenue,
suspicious activity on East
Green Bay Street, one welfare
check, one 911 call, one reckless
driving incident.

An Oconto-based com-
pany will kick off a new
loan program from funds
received from a U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture
(USDA) grant.

A $323,263 Household
Water and Well System
grant will be used by
Newcap Inc. to establish
a revolving loan program
for homeowners in Flor-
ence, Forest, Langlade,
Marinette, Menominee,
Oconto, Oneida, Shawano
and Vilas counties, in-
cluding six tribal nations.

“These projects are
just a few of many ex-
amples of how the Rural
Partners Network has
helped strengthen com-
munity ties so under-
served rural communities
and families in Wisconsin

can access the resources
they need now and into
the future,” said Julie
Lassa, Rural Development
Wisconsin state director.
“These projects will help
keep rural and tribal com-
munities in Wisconsin
thriving for generations
to come.”

Nationally, USDA
awarded more than $194
million in grants and
loans to support 118 proj-
ects that will help rural
and tribal communities
address immediate needs
and create sustainable
economic growth. Many
of these projects are the
direct result of collabora-
tion between community
networks and federal staff
living and working in the
communities.
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FAIL SAFE: PACKERS RUN OVER SEATTLE

GREeN By IMProvES To 10-4 WitH A WIre-To-WIRe, 30-13 DrussING OF INFaMous FoE

BY LUKE REIMER
Green & Gold Express

The Green Bay Pack-
ers completed the season
sweep over the NFC West
with a 30-13 win against
the Seattle Seahawks on
Dec. 15 in Seattle.

With four wins over the
NFC West, Green Bay has
now defeated two entire
divisions this season,
including the AFC South,
with wins over the Ten-
nessee Titans, Indianapolis
Colts, Houston Texans and
Jacksonville Jaguars.

The Seahawks have
often had one of the best
home-field advantages in
the NFL due to the over-
whelming crowd noise.
That home-field advantage
seemed to quickly dissi-
pate in this game, as Green
Bay opened the game with
a 10-play, 63-yard drive.
For the majority of the
drive, Josh Jacobs carried
the team, recording 44
total yards and capping it
off with a touchdown.

As has been the theme
in recent weeks, Jacobs
continued to be the
catalyst in the offense,
as the former Raider
logged 94 rushing yards
and the aforementioned

touchdown on 26 carries.
Through the passing game,
he added 42 receiving
yards on four receptions.

Jayden Reed recorded
27 yards on three touches,
Emanuel Wilson nine
yards on three touches and
Chris Brooks six yards on
one touch.

Like we saw last season,
Jordan Love continued to
bring his game to the next
level as the winter months
have come around. In this
game, Love completed 20-
of-27 passes for 229 yards
and two touchdowns.

Assisting him in the
passing game was Romeo
Doubs. Doubs, in his first
game back since being di-
agnosed with a concussion
on Nov. 24, caught three
balls, totaling 40 yards and
both of Love’s touchdown
passes. Christian Watson
added another 56 yards on
three receptions. Round-
ing out the pass game
was Tucker Kraft (two
receptions for 34 yards),
Reed (five receptions for
34 yards) and Dontayvion
Wicks (two receptions for
14 yards).

While the offense was
certainly rolling for Green
Bay in this game, the
defense was just as good,

if not better. Holding the
Seahawks to just 13 points,
Green Bay came away
with seven sacks and two
interceptions.

Linebacker Kingsley
Enagbare led the team with
two sacks, while Edger-
rin Cooper, Rashan Gary,
Brenton Cox, Devonte
Wyatt and Karl Brooks
each added one. Cooper
also added an interception,
along with Carrington Val-
entine, who played in relief
of Jaire Alexander.

Top, running back Josh Jacobs
rushed for 94 yards and a touch-
down - his ninth in the last five
games - while the defense came
up big when it mattered. Above,
cornerback Carrington Valentine
picked off a pass deep in his own
end zone, one of two Packer inter-
ceptions on the day, to preserve
a 173 halftime lead, while quar-
terback Jordan Love (left) threw
for 229 yards and two TDs with a
passer rating of 123.8.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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Saints looking to be spoiler for Pac

By JACOB
WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

The Green Bay Packers
are back at home after
a two-week road trip in
which they split between
Detroit and Seattle.

The Packers made a
statement with a big win
over the Seahawks on
Sunday Night Football,
winning 30-13 and
controlling most of the
game.

The New Orleans Saints
are invading Lambeau
Field now, with the Packers
having a chance to get to 11
wins and clinch a playoff
berth with a victory on
Monday Night Football.

If they’re going to do
that, here are three things

they need to ensure they
win.

Jordan Love vs. Saints’
defense

The last time the
Packers played the Saints
was just over a year ago;
Jordan Love was probably
swimming upstream.

The Packers were 1-1,
and Love was set to make
his first home start for the
team.

Now? He’s firmly
entrenched as the starter
and one of the top players
in the league at his
position.

Last year’s start had him
tied up in knots for three
quarters.

New Orleans’ defense,
which Matt LaFleur called
“salty,” was pitching a
shutout through three

715-524-2581

quarters.

Love and the offense
responded with 18
unanswered points,
including a touchdown
pass to Romeo Doubs, to
give them an 18-17 lead late
in the fourth quarter.

A missed field goal by
the Saints ensured that the
Lambeau faithful would
walk away happy.

This time around, the
Saints’ defense is not what
it used to be, but they still
have shown plenty of fight.

Jayden Daniels is likely
to win offensive rookie of
the year, and the Saints just
held Washington’s offense
to 20 points.

Love has been excellent
since the bye week in
taking care of the ball; he
will need that to continue
in Monday night’s game as
a way to not give the Saints
any momentum toward
stealing a win.

Special teams

When the Saints fired
Dennis Allen, they turned
to their special teams’
coordinator Darren Rizzi to
be the interim head coach.

Rizzi, to his credit, has
gotten his team to play
hard for him in what has
otherwise been a lost
season.

Rizzi’s team came
within mere yards of
beating the Washington
Commanders on Sunday,
losing on a failed two-point
conversion.

Rizzi was New Orleans’
special teams coordinator
when the Saints marched
into Lambeau Field a year
ago and, frankly, took it to
Green Bay’s special teams.

They returned a punt
for a touchdown and held
Green Bay’s return unit in
check.

The Packers’ special
teams showed some cracks

in their armor in Sunday’s
win over Seattle.

It was a poor
performance from Daniel
Whelan. They struggled in
kick coverage. Jayden Reed
muffed a punt.

Simply put, the way to
beat inferior teams is to not
give them any hope.

Edgerrin Cooper

Edgerrin Cooper
is coming off a big
performance against
the Seattle Seahawks.

He was all over the field
with countless big plays,
including an interception
that all but sealed Sunday
night’s win over Seattle.

The key for Cooper now
is whether he can stack big
performances.

Sunday was his first
game back after a brief
absence with a hamstring
injury.

As Cooper got back into
the lineup, Quay Walker

kers

exited with a high-ankle
sprain.

It remains to be seen
how the Packers will
deploy their linebackers
later in the season without
Walker.

Earlier in the year
when Walker was injured,
Eric Wilson and Isaiah
McDuffie were the primary
players on the field, with
Cooper playing spot duty.

This week against the
Saints, however, Cooper
should be getting more
time on the field.

Cooper will still have
opportunities to make
plays on running backs
coming out of the backfield
like Alvin Kamara and
Kendre Miller.

He’s also shown an
ability to make plays down
the field in coverage, and
the Saints are likely to want
to push the ball into the
middle of the field.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS AT GREEN BAY PACKERS

TIME AND DATE: 7:15
p.m. Monday, Dec. 23

LOCATION: Lambeau
Field

TV: ESPN

RADIO: Flagship WRNW-
FM Milwaukee — 97.3; Pack-
ers Radio Network includes
WIXX-FM Green Bay — 101.1,
WRLO-FM Antigo — 105.3,
WLST-FM Marinette — 95.1,
and WSAU Wausau — 550
AM and 951 FM

2024 RECORDS: Packers
10-4, Saints 5-9.

HISTORY: The Saints and
Packers used to be must-see
TV when Aaron Rodgers
and Drew Brees were at the
controls.

Those two met five times,
with Rodgers holding a 3-2
edge in that series.

Overall, Green Bay leads
the series 18-10, with the
most famous meeting likely
coming in September 2011.

The Packers had just won
the Super Bowl and won a
42-34 shootout against the

Saints at Lambeau Field that
was decided on a late goal
line stand.

The Saints were the team
that Jordan Love got his first
start at home against last
year. They looked like they
were going to spoil the party,
leading 17-0 in the fourth
quarter before Love and the
offense found its sea legs.

The Packers scored 18
unanswered points, and the
Saints missed a field goal
late, giving the Packers an
18-17 victory in their home
openet.

COACHES: Packers - Matt
LaFleur, fifth season, 66-31.
Saints - Darren Rizzi, interim,
3-2.

PACKERS SCHEDULE

Friday, Sept. 6 at Philadel-
phia, L 29-34

Sunday, Sept. 15 vs. India-
napolis W 16-10

Sunday, Sept. 22 at Ten-
nessee W 30-14

Sunday, Sept. 29 vs. Min-
nesota L 29-31

Sunday, Oct. 6 at LA Rams
W 24-19

Sunday, Oct. 13 vs. Ari-
zona W 34-13

Sunday, Oct. 20 vs. Hous-
ton W 24-22

Sunday, Oct. 27 at Jack-
sonville W 30-27

Sunday, Nov. 3 vs. Detroit
L14-24

Week 10 BYE

Sunday, Nov. 17 at Chicago
W 20-19

Sunday, Nov. 24 vs. San
Francisco W 38-10

Thursday, Nov. 28 vs.
Miami W 30-17

Thursday, Dec. 5 at De-
troit L 34-31

Sunday, Dec. 15 at Seattle
W 30-13

Monday, Dec. 23 vs. New
Orleans 7:15 p.m. ESPN

Sunday, Dec. 29, at Min-
nesota Noon FOX

Week 18 vs. Chicago TBD

NFL SCHEDULE

Thursday, Dec. 19

Denver at LA Chargers,
7:15 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 21

Houston at Kansas City,
Noon

Pittsburgh at Baltimore,
3:30 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 22

New England at Buffalo,
Noon

NY Giants at Atlanta,
Noon

Detroit at Chicago, Noon

Arizona at Carolina, Noon

LA Rams at NY Jets, Noon

Philadelphia at Washing-
ton, Noon

Cleveland at Cincinnati,
Noon

Tennessee at Indianapolis,
Noon

Minnesota at Seattle, 3:05
p.m.

Jacksonville at Las Vegas,
3:25 p.m.

San Francisco at Miami,
3:25 p.m.

Tampa Bay at Dallas, 7:20
p.m.

Monday, Dec. 23

New Orleans at Green

Bay, 7:15 p.m.
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Week 15/DEreNsE _

[_THE MOMENT

Packers 30 vs. SEatTLE 13

. & / i \
Green Bay defensive lineman Rashan Gary (52) and linebacker Edgerrin Cooper (56) converge on Seattle quarterback Geno Smith. Linebacker Kingsley Enagbare led the Packers with two sacks, while Cooper, Gary, Brenton
Cox, Devonte Wyatt and Karl Brooks each added one. Smith left the game midway through the third quarter with an injured knee. GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

SMOTHER OF INVENTION

PACKERS' DEFENSE COLLECTS SEVEN SACKS AGAINST SEAHAWKS
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WEEK15/0FFENSE4 -

' ’THE'MQMEEI':

Packers 30 vs. SeatTLe 13

Romeo Doubs scored two touchdowns against Seattle, his first game back after missing two due to a concussion he suffered against San Francisco. The first came on Green Bay's second drive, when the 6-foot-2, 204-pound
receiver pushed through two Seattle defenders for a 13-yard touchdown. It gave the Packers a 14-0 lead after the first quarter. Later, he snagged a 22-yard pass at the back of the end zone to help put away the Seattle
Seahawks 30-13 at Lumen Field. GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Back IN FuLL FoRCE

Douss Scores 2 TDs Arter MissiNg 2 Games WiTH CoNcussIoN
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GREEN BAY
HO-CHUNK 2 GAMING [ sl

2 Malik Willis.....ccooueuneneee Xavier McKinney..............

7 Quay Walker.....cooovninnnne LB 30 Chris Brooks........cceueue.. 74 Elgton Jenkins............. G/T

8 Josh Jacobs 31 Emanuel Wilson... . 75 Sean Rhyan

9 Christian Watson......... WR 33 Evan Williams......cccccco..... 76 Kadeem Telfort................. T

W I TT E N B E RG 10 Jordan Love.....ccooveeeuenae QB 39 Zayne Anderson............... S 79 Travis Glover.......ccoovuene.. T

1 Jayden Reed................... WR 42 Matt Orzech 80 Bo Melton

13 Dontayvion Wicks.....WR 45 Eric Wilson........coceuneene. 85 Tucker Kraft.......cccocueees TE
C A S I N o H O T E L D I N I N G B A R 17 Brandon Mcmanus........... K 50 Zach Tom...nenens 86 John FitzPatrick............. TE

18 Malik Heath.................. WR 52 Rashan Gary. 87 Romeo Doubs.............

19 Daniel Whelan.................. P 53 Arron Mosby......cccccuuee. DL 89 BenSims....rnieenes T E

20 Javon Bullard......coevievnnnne S 55 Kingsley Enagbare........ DL 90 Lukas Van Ness............. DL

21  Eric Stokes . 56 Edgerrin Cooper............. LB 93 T.J.Slaton

22 Robert Rochell............... CB 57 Brenton Cox Jr...ovnuuune 94  Karl Brooks.......cccccveueenee DL

23 Jaire Alexander.............. CB 58 Isaiah McDuffie............. 95 Devonte Wyatt.............. DL

24 Carrington Valentine..CB 59 Ty'Ron Hopper..... 96 Colby Wooden

25 Keisean Nixon............... CB 62 Jacob Monk......cueuuuene 97 Kenny Clark.....ccouvieuunnne

26 Corey Ballentine............ CB 63 Rasheed Walker............... T

27 Kitan Oladapo.......ccccccnueee S 71 Josh Myers......uuu.. C/G

We're your best bet for NEW ORLEANS
SAINTS

0 Ugo Amadi.....ccouevvrrenennnns S 32 Tyrann Mathieu................ S 70 Trevor Penning................. T
1 Alontae Taylor.....cccovuunae CB 33 Jordan Mims.......cccc..... RB 74 Olisaemka Udoh........... oL
3 Jake Haener......ooovenens QB 36 Rico Payton......ccceeeeeee CB 75 Taliese Fuaga......ccouuncnn T
N7198 US HWY 45 | WITTENBERG, WI | 715.253.4400 4 Derek Carr 41 Alvin Kamara.....o.o... RB 78 Erik McCoy.
5  Will Harris....coonveuneenenee 43 Matthew Hayball............. P 81 Kevin Austin Jr.............. WR
6  Willie Gay Jrvccencreennee LB 45 NephiSewell................... 83 Juwan Johnson............... TE
10 Marquez 46 Adam Prentice. 84 Mason Tipton.. ..WR
Valdes-Scantling..........c...... WR 48 JT. Gray...onn 85 Dallin Holker................... TE
1 Cedrick Wilson Jr.......... WR 49 Zach Wood......cccvrvununne 87 Fostrer Moreau.............. TE
14 Kool-Aid McKinstry.....CB 50 Khalen Saunders. 90 Bryan Bresee.........cc..... DT
17 Dante Pettis.....c.cccourunene. WR 51 CesarRuiz.....ccccorninnnen 92 Tanoh Kpassagnon......DE
18 Spencer Rattler.............. QB 53 Jaylan Ford.....ccouevrvunnne. 93 Nathan Shepherd......... DT
19 Blake Grupe......cccouuvevreninne K 55 lIsaiah Foskey.... 94 Cameron Jordan........... DE

20 Peter Werner.... ..LB 56 Demario Davis. 95 John Ridgeway lll.......... DT
21 Jamaal Williams...........RB 58 Anfernee Orji... 96 Carl Gunderson............ DE
25 Kendre Miller................. RB 62 Lucas Patrick........ 97 Kristian Boyd........
27 Shemar Jean-Charles.DB 66 Shane Lemieux........... 98 Payton Turner...
31 Jordan Howden.............. DB 67 Landon Young................ T 99 Chase Young......ccovunne.
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WEEK15/OFFENSE<

" THE MOMENT

Packers 30 vs. SEATTLE 13

Green Bay wide receiver Jayden Reed evades Seattle cornerback Josh Jobe. Reed collected 61 yards from scrimmage against the Seahawks, 27 rushing on three carries and 34 receiving yards on five catches. Reed has

had three 100-yard games this season, the last being in Week 9 agasint the Detroit Lions. But, in the last four weeks, Reed's usage has been minimal. He has only totaled eight catches for 73 yards and two touchdowns.
GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

CarcHinG THE WINNING VIBE

Reep's OrrensIVE OuTpuT INCLUDES 61 YARDS RUSHING AND RECEIVING
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WEEk 15/0FFENSE<

| _THE MOMENT

Packers 30 vs. SeatTLE 13
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Josh Jacobs carried the ball 26 times for 94 yards and caught four passes for 42 yards as Green Bay dominated Seattle 30-13 in a Sunday Night Football game. The Packers improved to 10-4, while Seattle dropped to 8-6.
Both teams remain in the hunt for the playoffs, the Packers most likely as a wild card team and the Seahawks possibly as division champions or another wild card team. GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

GETTING THE PLAYOFF PusH RUNNING

Packers Put Up 369 TotAL YARDS OF OrrensE AGAINST SEaHAwKS' 208
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WEEK15/OFFENSE4 o

_THE MOMENT

Packers 30 vs. SeatTLe 13

J

Green Bay wide receiver Christian Watson caught three balls for 56 yards against Seattle. Watson has an incredible 387 receiving yards in his last 13 receptions for a whopping 29.8 yards per catch. For the 2024 season, he
has 29 catches for 620 yards for a 21.4 yards per catch average. GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Warson On A RoLL

Recever PuLLing DowN AN AVERAGE OF 29.8 YARDS Per CatcH IN LAsT 13 RECEPTIONS

Bigger is not always better, but better is how we get bigger. As the smallest media
covering the NFL’s smallest market, the Leader is proud to have brought top-notch Packers content to
the community for the past 100-plus years. Perseverance is not a long race; it is many short races one
after another. The same can be said for every Green Bay Packers’ football season ... and also for the
Shawano Leader - the smallest market, bringing quality content to the community since 1881.
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Santa visits with excited children during a Christmas holiday event.

File | NEW Media

“Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Glaus"

The most beloved editorial of the season

Francis Pharcellus
Church was work-
ing the editorial
desk of the New York
Sun one day in Sep-
tember 1897 when

a forlorn letter ar-
rived from a little
girl named Virginia
O’Hanlon — nota
letter to Santa Claus,
but a letter just as
important.

“Dear Editor,1 am 8
years old. Some of my
little friends say there
is no Santa Claus,” she
wrote. “Papa says, ‘If
you see it in The Sun
it's so! Please tell me
the truth; is there a
Santa Claus?”

Church went right to
work on a response,
and the unsigned edi-

torial has become one
of the most beloved
and often-reprinted
newspaper editorials
of all time:

Virginia, your little
friends are wrong.
They have been af-
fected by the skepti-
cism of a skeptical age.
They do not believe
except they see. They
think that nothing can
be which is not com-
prehensible by their
little minds. All minds,
Virginia, whether they
be men’s or children’s,
are little. In this great
universe of ours man is
a mere insect, an ant,
in his intellect, as com-
pared with the bound-
less world about him,
as measured by the
intelligence capable of

grasping the whole of
truth and knowledge.
Yes, Virginia, there is a
Santa Claus. He exists
as certainly as love
and generosity and
devotion exist, and
you know that they
abound and give to
your life its highest
beauty and joy. Alas!
how dreary would

be the world if there
were no Santa Claus. It
would be as dreary as
if there were no Virgi-
nias. There would be
no childlike faith then,
no poetry, no romance
to make tolerable this
existence. We should
have no enjoyment,
except in sense and
sight. The eternal light
with which childhood
fills the world would

be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa
Claus! You might as
well not believe in fair-
ies! You might get your
papa to hire men to
watch in all the chim-
neys on Christmas Eve
to catch Santa Claus,
but even if they did
not see Santa Claus
coming down, what
would that prove?
Nobody sees Santa
Claus, but that is no
sign that there is no
Santa Claus. The most
real things in the
world are those that
neither children nor
men can see. Did you
ever see fairies danc-
ing on the lawn? Of
course not, but that's
no proof that they are
not there. Nobody can

conceive or imagine all
the wonders there are
unseen and unseeable
in the world.

You may tear apart
the baby’s rattle and
see what makes the
noise inside, but there
is a veil covering the
unseen world which
not the strongest man,
nor even the united
strength of all the
strongest men that
ever lived, could tear

apart. Only faith, fancy,

poetry, love, romance,
can push aside that
curtain and view and
picture the supernal
beauty and glory
beyond. Is it all real?
Ah, Virginia, in all this
world there is nothing
else real and abiding.
No Santa Claus! Thank

God! he lives, and he
lives forever. A thou-
sand years from now,
Virginia, nay, ten times
ten thousand years
from now, he will con-
tinue to make glad the
heart of childhood.
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To Our
Readers:

Nothing is

as touching

or colorful

as a child’s
thoughts at
Christmas.
Within these
pages you

will find the
Christmas
messages

of many
children in our
community.
Their poignant
thoughts

and heartfelt
wishes

have been
reproduced

as submitted
(spelling errors
included)

to most
accurately
express the
thoughts and
personalities
of the writers.
Many will bring
a chuckle, a
tear or perhaps
a long lost
memory of
your own

to mind.
Whichever it is,
we are certain
you will enjoy
the following
pages.

Wlerry
Coterscslonas

Mrs. Lela Schwitzer’s
1st Grade Class
Bonduel Elementary

Dear Santa,

Hello! Thank you

for the presents last
year. My class has
been reading fables
and learned not to be
greedy. | do not want
to be like the farmer
with the golden eggs.
| tried really hard to
be good this year. For
Christmas | would like
football gloves and a
soccer ball. | would be
happy with whatever
you bring me. Love,
Logan Almario.

Dear Santa,

Hello! Thank you

for the presents last
year. My class has
been reading fables
and learned not to be
greedy. | do not want
to be like the farmer
with the golden goose!
| was really good this
year. For Christmas

| would like football
gloves, hot wheel cars,
and an iPhone. | would
be happy with whatev-
er you bring me! | can-
not wait for Christmas,
and | hope it snows a
lot.

Love,

Wyatt Bohm.

Dear Santa,

Hello! What are you
doing now? My class
has been reading
fables and learned not
to be greedy. | do not
want to be like the two
mean sisters in The
Rough-Faced Girl. |
made some mistakes
this year and | am
sorry. For Christmas, |
would like Legos, a col-
oring book, and Rcar.

| would be happy with
whatever you bring me!
| will leave you milk
and cookies! Love,
Bennett Dietz

Dear Santa,

Hello! Thank you for
the gifts last year. My
class has been read-
ing fables and learned
not to be greedy. | do
not want to be like the
farmer with the golden
goose or Cinderella’s
stepsisters. | was re-
ally good this year.
For Christmas | would
like hot wheel cars,

a big nerf gun, and a
hot wheel set please.
| would be happy with
whatever you bring
me!lll | can’t wait for
Christmas. Goodbye
Santa!

Love,

Karter Doepker.

Dear Santa,

Hello! How are you
doing? My class has
been reading fables
and learned not to be
greedy. | do not want

to be like the two mean
sisters in the Rough-
Face Girl. | tried really
hard to be good this
year. | would love v-
bucks and v-bucks for
my brother. Goodbye
Santa!

Love,

Leonardo Hofacker.

Dear Santa,

Hello! Thank you

for the presents last
year! My class has
been reading fables
and learned not to be
greedy. | do not want to
be like Cinderella’s sis-
ters! | was really good
this year. For Christ-
mas | would like squish
mallows, Legos, and
hot wheel cars. | would
be happy with whatev-
er you bring me! | can’t
wait for Christmas, and
| hope it snows a lot.
Goodbye!

Love, Luke Hyzer.

Dear Santa,

Hello! How are you?
Thank you, Santa, |
love you! My class has
been reading fables
and learned not to be
greedy. | do not want
to be like the farmer
with the golden goose!
For Christmas | would
like a X-box, Walmart
truck, and a hot wheel
set. But | will be happy
with whatever you
bring me! | am excited
for Christmas! | like the
deep snow because it's
so fun to sled in! Bye
Santa! Love,

Wilder Kaquatosh.

Dear Santa,

Hello! Thank you

for the presents last
year!! My class has
been reading fables
and learned not to be
greedy. | do not want
to be like Cinderella’s
sisters. | was really
good this year! For
Christmas | would like
PS5 games and PS4
v-bucks. | would be
happy with whatever
you bring me. | can’t
wait for Christmas, and
| hope it snows a lot.
Love,

Boston Kralovetz.

Dear Santa,

Hello! Thank you

for the presents last
year! My class has
been reading fables
and learned not to be
greedy. | do not want to
be like Cinderella’s sis-
ters! | made some mis-
takes this year and I'm
sorry. For Christmas |
would like squish mal-
lows, an iPhone, and a
soft blanket. | would be
happy with whatever
you bring me! | can’t
wait for Christmas, and
| hope it snows a lot.
Love,

Jade

Lagunes Escobar.

Dear Santa,

Hello! How is your year
going? My class has
been reading fables
and learned not to be
greedy. | do not want
to be like Cinderella’s
sisters. | made some
mistakes this year and
I’'m sorry. For Christ-
mas | would like squish
mallows, a soft blanket,
and Legos. | would be
happy with whatever
you bring me! | can’t
wait for Christmas, and
| hope it snows a lot!
Love,

Freya Mattrisch.

Dear Santa,

Hello! How is your year
going? My class has
been reading fables
and learned not to be
greedy. | do not want
to be like Cinderella’s
sister! | tried really hard
to be good this year.
For Christmas, | would
like a Barbie and new
markers. | would be
happy with whatever
you bring me! | can’t
wait for Christmas. |
will leave you milk and
cookies. Love,

Briella Mincheski.

Dear Santa,

Hello! Thank you

for the presents last
year! My class has
been reading fables
and learned not to be
greedy. | do not want to

be like the farmer with
the golden goose eggs.
| was really good this
year. For Christmas |
would like PS5 games,
football gloves, and
nerf guns. | would be
happy with whatever
you bring me! | can’t
wait for Christmas! |
hope it snows a lot.
Love,

Harrison Moesch.

Dear Santa,

Hello! Thank you for
the presents and |
hope that you are

well. My class has
been reading fables
and learned not to be
greedy. | do not want to
be like Cinderella’s sis-
ters! | was really good
this year! For Christ-
mas | would like PS5
Games, new shoes,
and an iPhone. | would
be happy with what-
ever you bring me! |
can’t wait for Christmas
because | will leave
you milk and cookies.
Love,

Avianah Olson.

Dear Santa,

Hello! Thank you

for the presents last
year! My class has
been reading fables
and learned not to be
greedy. | do not want
to be like two stepsis-
ters in the girl with the
Red Slippers! | was

really good this year.
For Christmas | would
like a soft blanket,
new markers, and an
iPhone. | would be
happy with whatever
you bring me! | can’t
wait for Christmas be-
cause | will leave you
milk and cookies!
Love,

Melany Peters.

Dear Santa,

Hello! Thank you

for the presents last
year. My class has
been reading fables
and learned not to be
greedy. | do not want to
be like the farmer with
the Golden Goose. |
was really good this
year! For Christmas,

| would like a football,
football gloves, and

a Barbie. | would be
happy with whatever
you bring me. | can’t
wait for Christmas, and
| hope it snows a lot!
Love,

Lennon Polczinski.

Dear Santa,

Hello! Thank you

for the presents last
year! My class has
been reading fables
and learned not to be
greedy. | do not want to
be like the farmer with
the Golden Goose.

| was really good

this year. For Christ-
mas | would like an
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American Girl doll, a
barbie camper, and
an iPhone. | would be
happy with whatever
you bring me! | cannot
wait for Christmas. |
will leave you milk and
cookies!

Love,

Everly Prochaska.

Dear Santa,

Hello! Thank you

for the presents last
year! My class has
been reading fables
and learned not to be
greedy. | do not want
to be like Cinderella’s
sisters. | was really
good this year. For
Christmas | would like
a PS5, iPhone, and a
truck. | would be happy
with whatever you
bring me! | can’t wait
for Christmas. | hope it
snows a lot.

Love,

Ezra Ryan.

Dear Santa,

Hello! What are you
doing right now? |
hope you are well. My
class has been reading
fables and learned not
to be greedy. | do not
want to be like the wolf
in Sheep’s clothing. |
tried really hard to be
good this year. For
Christmas | would like
Legos, PS4 games,
and the Astro Bot
Rescue Mission game.
| would be happy with

whatever you bring me.
| can’t wait for Christ-
mas. | hope it snows

a lot!

Love,

Arthur Seefeldt.

Dear Santa,

Hello! How are you
doing? My class has
been reading fables
and learned not to be
greedy. | do not want
to be like the wicked
step sisters. For Christ-
mas | would like a cat
and a squish mallow.

| would be happy with
whatever you bring me!
| can’t wait for Christ-
mas. Thank you for the
presents last year.
Love,

Jorge Melgar.

Dear Santa,

Hello! How are you
doing? My class has
been reading fables
and learned not to be
greedy. | do not want
to be like the farmer
with the golden eggs.
For Christmas | would
like Roblox. | would be
happy with whatever
you bring me. | can'’t
wait.

Love,

Memphis Sheehan.

Dear Santa,

Hello! Thank you

for the presents last
year! My class has
been reading fables
and learned not to be

greedy. | do not want
to be like the farmer
with the Golden Goose
with the golden eggs.

| made some mistakes
this year and I’'m sorry.
For Christmas | would
like Roblox, squish
mallows, and basket-
ball shoes. | would be
happy with whatever
you bring me! | can’t
wait for Christmas! |
will leave you milk and
cookies. Love,

Everett Springborn.

Dear Santa,

Hello! Thank you

for the presents last
year. My class has
been reading fables
and learned not to be
greedy. | do not want
to be like Cinderella’s
sisters! | made some
mistakes this year and
I’'m sorry. For Christ-
mas | would like a PS5,
Roblox, and puzzles.

| would be happy with
whatever you bring me.
| can’t wait for Christ-
mas! Goodbye!

Love,

Mason Watters.

Dear Santa,

Hello! How are you?

| hope that you are
well. My class has
been reading fables
and learned not to be
greedy. | do not want to
be like the farmer with
Golden Goose. | was
really good this year.
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For Christmas | would
like an iPhone, hot
wheels, and a nerf gun.
| would be happy with
whatever you bring

me! | can’t wait for
Christmas, and | hope
it snows a lot!

Love,

Brian Wetherall.

Dear Santa,

Hello! Thank you

for the presents last
year! My class has
been reading fables
and learned not to be
greedy. | do not want to
be like the wolf in the
Little Red Riding Hood.
| made a really big
mistake and I'm sorry.
For Christmas | would
like a cat, a PS5, and
games for the PS5.
But | will be happy with
whatever you bring me!
| can’t wait for Christ-
mas. | hope it snows

a lot! Please bring an
ornament of Rudolph.
Love,

Liam Ebert.

Dear Santa,

Ho! Ho! Ho! | hope that
you are healthy and
happy. | really enjoyed
last Christmas with my
family and students.
Thanks for our gifts!
We try really hard to
Be Kind at Bonduel
Elementary School.
Our first graders read
fables and learned
lessons, especially

not to be greedy like
Cinderella’s sisters, the
farmer with the golden
goose and Medio Polito
(little half-chicken)
who was turned into

a weathervane for not
being kind. If you can
Santa, can you please
send my students the
gifts on their lists?
They are good kids
who sometimes make
mistakes, but always
say they are sorry
and try to do better.
Of course they will be
happy with whatever
you bring them. We
all wish you and Mrs.
Claus a happy holiday
and safe travels.

Mrs. Lela Schwitzer

Oconto Falls Elemen-
tary School - Four
Year Old
Kindergarten -

Mrs. Jackson’s Classes

Matthew - hopes Santa
will bring him a Godzil-
la Robot for Christmas.

Dominik - Dominik likes
decorating the Christ-
mas Tree

Caleb - Loves the
blue ornaments on his
Christmas Tree.

Keonnah - wants to
get a Barbie House for
Christmas.

Fiona - loves to deco-
rate a her house for

Christmas.

Nora - likes to make
craft projects for Christ-
mas.

Kanylah - want a pizza
for Christmas

Wyatt - hopes he gets
to eat chicken and
Christmas Cookies for
Christmas

Hadley - loves to drink
Hot Chocolate when
her family celebrates
Christmas.

MeKenna - is excited
because Santa always
comes and leave pres-
ents.

Sawyer - wants a Bar-
bie for Christmas and
she wants to eat
macaroni and cheese
too!

Owen - likes climbing
the ladder to decorate
his BIG Christmas Tree
so Santa will bring him
presents.

Selena - wants a Yoyo
and a doll for Christ-
mas. She LOVES all
the decorations.

Camryn - Loves cut-
ting down the tree
and bringing it home
to decorate with her
whole family.

Daniel - says his favor-
ite part of Christmas is
seeing Santa Claus.

Kensi - Likes seeing
the lights outside her
windows at night.

Vivian - wants a new
book for Christmas

Malakai - Likes to go
on a long journey to
visit his family for the
holidays.

Holden - Loves Christ-
mas presents

Lennon - loves deco-
rating everywhere
for Christmas and
she hopes she gets a
squishy

Reese - likes to deco-
rate and eat ginger-
bread for the holidays.

Graham - likes to cel-
ebrate Jesus’ birthday

Bobby - likes to light
the lights and eat the
candy at Christmas
time

Talon - wants Santa to
bring him some pres-
ents

Wade - LOVES to
build gingerbread
houses with all his
brothers at Christmas
time.

Oconto Falls Elemen-
tary School 4K would
like to wish everyone a
very HAPPY HOLIDAY
SEASON!

Oconto Falls Elemen-
tary School

Mrs. Clausen
4-year-old
kindergarten

Haven likes presents in
stockings at Christmas
time.

River likes to color
Santa pictures at
Christmas.

Abe likes having hot
cocoa and decorating
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his Christmas tree.
Presley loves to deco-
rate her Christmas tree
at home.

Anna likes everything
about Christmas time.

Claire likes when it
snows for Christmas.

Georgia likes having a
Christmas tree at her
house.

Lincoln’s favorite thing
about Christmas in
presents.

Marshall likes when
Santa comes at Christ-
mas.

Dixie likes getting pres-
ents.

Mollie likes to decorate
the Christmas Tree.

Wyatt likes having a
stocking.

Elijah wants a Packer
helmet for Christmas.

Nigel likes putting the
star on his Christmas
tree.

Kendall likes putting or-
naments on the Christ-
mas tree.

Amiah like to help
decorate the tree.

Korben likes getting a
tree and presents.

Rayna likes to decorate
the Christmas tree.

Mrs. Eck-
stein’s Class 3A
Bonduel Elementary

Dear Santa Claus,

| think | am a good kid.
What | want for Christ-
mas is an iPhone16,
and | want a Sephora
gift card. Another thing
| want for Christmas is
Hot Cheetos and blue
Takis. The last thing |
want is books.

Love,

Hannah

Dear Santa,

| have been good late-
ly. Can | please have
a Stanley? Can | also
have 10 Mini Brands
and 4 Makeables?
-Abbie

Dear Santa,

For Christmas |
would like thou-
sands of Roblox and
Pokémon cards.
Love,

Chelsea

Dear Santa,

Santa, | like Christmas.
It is my favorite holiday.
How is Mrs. Clause?
Can | have Pokémon,
like 10,000 v bucks,
and | football cards?
Also, an Air soft gun
nerf gun. Thank you
for the time with you
and Merry Christmas.
Lincoln

Dear Santa,

| think I was good this
year. Were you good
this year? Are your
elves doing fine? |
don‘t know if you can
get this but, | want a
baby golden retriever.
| want a coloring thing
or whatever. | want a
small present. Mabey
a few squishmellows.
| also want a new bag
and coloring set. |
don’t know what else |
want. Merry Christmas!
Love,

Allison

Dear Santa,

How’s your year been
going? | am hav-

ing a great time. I've
been good this year.
This year | would

like a Hoverboard,
iphone16, make up set,
phone case, Barbie
house, boy Barbie
house, boy Barbie
clothes, and candy.
Love,

Ella

Dear Santa,

| think | was good
this year. How are
you? | really want a
stitch stuffed animal.

| am really excited for
Christmas this year.
Are you? | really want

a dog. What kind of
Christmas cookies do
you want this year?

| also want a squish
mellow. Hope you
have a jolly Christmas!
Love,

Ashlynn

Dear: Santa

| like what you do.

We would not have
Christmas if you didn’t
exist! Without Christ-
mas, we would not
like Winter, maybe.
Love,

Elliott

Dear Santa,

I've been nice. Will
you give me 100,000
vbucks to my account
at my Mom’s, and ev-
ery NFL mini helmet. |
also like football cards.
From

Skyler to Santa

Dear Santa,

| went to the Nut-
cracker. | got to see
some of the people.
In my opinion | have
been very good. Is
Snowflake a girl name?
For Christmas, | want
an Manchin, a pool,
and a fence. Please
make my godmoth-
er’'s wedding good.
From

Lily

Dear Santa,

Hi Santa, hope you and
Mrs. Clause have been
fantastic. | have been
good this year, and |
am really excited for
Christmas. | have been
wanting some stuff.
Here is my list: Socks,
nail polish, phone case
(flower one please)
And | want squishmal-
lows, color pencils,
leggings, and jala-
peno Cheetos. | would
love these things.
Love,

Kenna

Dear Santa,

| have been good. How
are you doing? | can’t
wait for Christmas. |
would really like a long
suit coat and dress suit
for Christmas, so | can
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like a Bears football
helmet that | can wear.
| also would appreci-
ate it if you could give
me a good Christ-
mas with my family.
Thank you,

Keegan Koeller

Dear Santa,

Please correct me if |
spelled it wrong, but
we will be going to
Georgia for Christmas
so please don’t go to
our house. Thank you
and please say hi to
the reindeer and give
them a scratch behind
the ear. A treat for me
and for Christmas can |
have a baby reindeer?
Love

Charlotte Patterson

Dear Santa

| have been good. |
am doing amazing.

| hope you are hav-
ing a great time. This
is what | want. | want
an iphone16 pleas-
eeeee, and then you
can get make-up.
Brynlee

Dear. Santa/St. Nick,
Can | have farm-

ing simulator 23 for
Christmas also can |
have 10,000 v-bucks?
Can | have a flatbed
trailer with a truck that
makes noise please.
Also can you bring Joy
to the world and have
a merry Christmas

and help people that
are sick and help the
people that are bad.
Merry Christmas and
have a great year.
Emmet,

Am | on the nice list?

Dear Santa,

| was good this year.
How are you? It was
my birthday a few days
ago. | went swim-
ming. | want more hot
wheels. | also want

a pet turtle. My sis-

ter wants a bunny.
From Fisher.

Dear Santa,

Hey man, how are
you? How is the elf? |
want a ps4 and football
stuff and Pokémon.
From

Ethan

Dear Santa,

How are you doing
this year? | have been
good this year. | would
like crystal necklaces
and the necklace that
holds memories.

By

Aushra.

Dear Santa

I've been a good
boy. | want 30,000.
And a Ps4 gif card. |
want boxing gloves.
From, Camden

Dear Santa,
| have had are-
ally good year with my

mom and dad, and my
2 fish, and my dogs
and a horse.

Love,

Aprielle

Dear Santa

I’'ve been good
lately. Can | get
Legos, 5 feastables,
and Nike kicks.
Martin

Mrs. Hertz-
feldt’s Class 3B
Bonduel Elementary

Dear Santa,

How have you been?
Thank you for the live
terap. Can | please
have a bagpipe.
Have a safe flite and
a Merry Christmas.
From,

Lane L.

Dear Santa,

How are you and the
elves? How is Mrs.
Claus and the rein-
deer? Thank you for
everything you gave
me last year!!! Can
you please get me
a NFL team football.
Sincerely,

Decker

Dear Santa,

How are you Santa?
How are the elves, Ru-
dolph, and Mrs. Claus?
Thank you for the gifts
that you got me last
year. | want a Balti-
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P 1)

A
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We invite you to worship
with us this Christmas as

we celebrate the birth

of Jesus.
L

Worship service times:

Christmas Eve
4 & 6 pm

Christmas Day
9:30 am

501 S Main St » Oconto Falls WI 54154
graceocontofalls.org 920-848-2177
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more Ravens football.
Ashton

Dear Santa,

How is your day go-
ing? Thank you for last
year’s presents. They
were amazing pres-
ents. What | want this
year is a little Christ-
mas tree, slime, Squish
mallows, a lot of make-
up, and a bike. That’s
all. | like your Elves.
Love,

Nadia.

Dear Santa,

How are you today?
hope you or not sick.
Get there safe. Is Mrs.
Claus ok? | liked all
the gifts last year that
you gave me. Can you
please give me a my
little pet Shop a adopt
me, and can you also
give me mini brands.
Merry Christmas!
From,

Carmen

Dear Santa,

How are your elves,
reindeer and Mrs.
Claus? Thank you
for the coloring set
and stuffy last year.
What | want for
Christmas is a stuffy.
From,

Evelyn

Dear Santa,
How are you and the
elves? Are the reindeer

okay? Oh, and thank
you for last year’s gifts.
| loved them! This year
can | please have mini-
verse/minibrands, bar-
bies, lol dolls, 3dpen,
and rollerskates.

Lyla

PS. Hermie

is very cute

Dear Santa,

How are you doing.
How is Mrs. Claus?
Thank you for last
year’s gifts. | was hop-
ing for some slime and
a reborn | know that |
have 5 but | really want
one. Santa, | hope | am
not on the naughty list!
Love,

Brooklyn

Dear Santa,

How are you feeling-
sad, mad, or happy?
Thank you for all the
presents last year. |
would footballs, foot-
ball jersey, a gaming
controller, a phone,
and gaming chair. How
are the elves doing?
Merry Christmas,
Henry

Dear Santa,

How are you? How
are the elves? How

is Mrs. Claus? Thank
you for last year’s
gifts. Santa | would like
roller blades, coloring
books, and a candle.
Love,

Kyla

Dear Santa,

How are you (good
bad)? Thanks for the
big Pokemon stuffy. |
would like a computer
or a drone or a mini
fridge this year. And for
the closing I'm going
to press the x like in
google chrome.

From,

Wyatt

Dear Santa,

How are you Santa?
How are the elves?
How is Mrs. Claus?
Thank you for the gifts
last year. | like the
game cube. This year
| would like a squishy
and a phone case for
my phone, and Poké-
mon cards. Thank you,
ho ho ho,

Merry Christmas,
Remington

Dear Santa,

How are you Santa?
Thanks for the gifts.
Can | have roblox, a
nfl football, nfl jersey,
candy, and football
gloves? Thanks for ev-
erything. | am staying
up late this year to see
you and the reindeer.
From,

Bentley

Dear Santa,

You are very nice for
giving presents to all
of the children in the
whole wide world.
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to have mini brands,
a notebook set,
pens, and a journal.
Merry Christmas!
Addi

Dear Santa,

How are you? How
is Mrs. Claus and the
Elves? Thank you
for last year’s gifts

. Can | please have
prime, slime, Oreos,
a punching bag, and
some weights please?
From,

Sawyer

What Christ-

mas Means to Me
Christmas means to
me having fun with
my family, opening
toys, clothes, and
fun things. Jesus’
birth is on Christmas.
Gavin

Dear Santa,

Do you like giving
presents to kids? For
Christmas | want a big
unicorn stuffed animal.
Merry Christmas!
Anna

Dear Santa,

How are you? Are the
elves, okay? Thank
you for last year’ gifts.
Would you like cookies
and milk? And carrots
for your reindeer? |
would like purple Dori-
tos, a mini Christmas
tree with ornaments,
and a squishmallow.

Thank you!
Gaoju

Dear Santa,
Thank you for m
presents last year.
| want an electric
scooter this year.
Awaehsasaeh

Ms. Rades
Wittenberg Elemen-

tary
Grade 4

Dear Santa,

Do you have red
clothes because of
Coca-Cola? | am
asking you because |
see that on YouTube.
Thank you for all my
presents. I'm so happy.
| have been cleaning
a lot. I want a box of
Pokemon cards and a
PS portal.

From

River, Grade 4

Dear Santa,

What do you eat at

the North Pole? | eat
spicy and healthy
food. Thank you for my
Christmas present last
year. | loved them. My
favorite presents were
the fish tank and the
toy fish. For Christmas
this year, | would like a
lot of spicy chips and

a phone. At schoal, |
help anyone that gets
hurt. ’'m working on be-
ing more quiet in class

and | do what’s right
without anyone telling
me to do it. | wish my
great grandma was still
here to see me.

From

Violet, Grade 4

Dear Santa,

What do the elves do
in the toy shop? How
does the sleigh fly? In
school | like to help my
classmates. Thank you
Santa for the gifts that
you gave us the past
few years. | got Minny
stuff. | loved them,
thank you. This year,

| want a phone and
Touch Land, the spray,
for Christmas. Thank
you Santa!

Sincerely,

Kira Grade 4

Dear Santa,

I've always wondered.
Why do you say ho,
ho, ho? What is your
favorite cookie? Mine
is double chocolate
chip. Thank you for my
jewelry from last year.
And, thank you for my
baby brother. | think |
should get a present
because | am helping
my mom. | would like
makeup, a photo ph-
rame, and Touchland.
From, Londyn Grade 4

Dear Santa,
How do your elves
make the toys? Where
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deer when the North
Pole is so cold? Thank
you for my Christmas
presents from last
year. | loved the new
tablet that you brought
me. This year | should
receive a present be-
cause | help my class-
mates and my parents.
In school I'm trying

to be more brave by
answering questions
in class. For Christmas
this year, | would like

a board game and a
blanket. Sincerely,
Yaretzi Grade 4

Dear Santa,

Do you help make the
toys? | try to be nice as
best as | can. Thank
you for my Christmas
presents from last year.
This year, | would love
a box of Roblox Char-
acters.

From,

Taran Grade 4

Dear Santa,

Do any of your elves
get cold in the win-
ter? How do you stay
warm? | get cold in the
winter. My trick is a
header. It is so warm.
Or, my blanket. | love
my blanket. Thank

you for my Christmas
presents last year. |
loved them. | used
those shows for a long
time. Santa | don’t want
anything for Christmas.
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| just want a safe flight
to Mexico. | am excited
to see my grandpar-
ents!

Sincerely,

Jayzaline Grade 4

Dear Santa,

What do your reindeer
look like? How does
the sleigh fly? What
kind of snack do you
like? Thank you for my
Christmas presents
last year! | love them.
Thank you for bringing
me a comfy beanbag!
| help my family and

friends and my teacher.

And my year was so
great. | love helping!
This year, | would like
some spicy chips and
another Touchland.
From

Keya. Grade 4

Dear Santa,

How big is the North
Pole? How do you
make all of the toys?
How did you name all
the reindeer? What
kind of cookie do you
like the most? | like
peanut butter and
chocolate chip cook-
ies! Thank you for my
Christmas presents
last year. | loved them
so much! | played with
the horse barn and the
horses a lot. | am nice
to my classmates. | try
to be nice to my sis-
ter. | am working hard
at school, especially

in Social Studies and
Math. | pick up garbage
at home. This year

for Christmas, | would
really like a computer
and pet stuff for my
dog and cat.

Thank you, Santa!
From,

Charlotte Grade 4

Dear Santa,

What is your favorite
cookie? Mine is a sug-
ar cookie. Do you help
make the toys? Why do
you have elves? How
old are you? Do you
like candy canes? How
tall are your elves? Is
Dancer big or small?
Thank you for my nerf
gun and the coloring
book. And | love hav-
ing a Santa. | would
be sad if there was no
Santa, Clause or Mrs.
Clause. | think | should
get a gift because |
help my classmates
and help clean our
house. | would like a
RC race car that goes
40 miles per hour and
a Xbox with a custom
controller that is red
and white.

Sincerely,

from Wyatt Grade 4
Dear Santa,

Do any of your elves
ever steal candy
canes? What do your
reindeer look like?
What's your favorite
reindeer? Thank you
for my Christmas pres-

ents last year. | loved
them. | play with the
pikachu squish mello
all the time. My year

is good because | am
working hard at school.
| would really like a nerf
gun and an electric
scooter.

Sincerely, Nicholas
Grade 4

Dear Santa,

| hope you are doing
well and are ready

for Christmas. Also |
hope your reindeer are
getting plenty of rest
before Christmas night.
Santa, | always wanted
to know how you fly in
the sky. Thank you for
the presents | received
last Christmas. | am so
thankful for you be-
cause you are so kind
for staying up all night
to give us all the pres-
ents. | know there are
people that don’t have
a house, so please
bring them some love
and joy this holiday
season. This year |
have been behaving
well, so | should be

on the nice list. | hope
you could leave me an
electric scooter under
my christmas tree this
year because I've been
a good big sister and
because i've been
good this year too.
Sincerely,

Honor. Grade 4
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Dear Santa,

Have you ever got a
new reindeer? Have
the elves ever kept

a toy? What’s your
favorite snack? Which
reindeer is your favor-
ite? Have you ever met
the Grinch? What is
your favorite thing to
make? Thank you for
my Christmas presents
last year. | loved my
desk and chair. | loved
my bike too. Thank you
so much! | should get a
present because | have
been a very good kid.

| even got a certificate
for being a good kid!
This year | would like

a pair of camo pants
for hunting. Please and
thank you!

Sincerely,

Bree Grade 4

Dear Santa,

Do you make the toys?
Do you like Coca-
Cola? Thank you for
giving poor children
what they need, and for
giving me happiness.

I help my friend but |
getin a little trouble at
home. | would like a
Nintendo Switch Fam-
ily, and two Nintendo
Switch games, and a
case for the Nintendo
Switch, Fortnite, and
Mario Kart 8 deluxe.

| would also like lots
and lots of happiness.

Please and thank you,
Santa. Thank you for
bringing my mom and
my sister together and
being happy. Thank
you.

From,

Justin Grade 4

Dear Santa,

Do any of your elves
ever take candy
canes? How do you fly
on your sleigh? How
old are you? What
cookies do you like?
Thank you for my
Christmas presents
last year. | loved them!
| still use my TV. My
year is going great.

| think | should get a
present because | have
been good and nice. |
have been helping my
Aunt Tessa with her
new baby! This year, |
would like a new Bible
and Bible tabs.
Sincerely,
Carmyn Grade 4
Dear Santa,

Do your elves steal
candy canes while
working? Do you help
make candy? Why do
you say ho ho ho? |
have been a good boy.
| deserve a present,
maybe two because |
bring a friend a snack
every day. Thank you
for the lego set | got
last year. This year |

would like a RC car
and a RC boat.
From,

Gunnar Grade 4

Dear Santa,

Do you help your wife
make cookies? What
are your favorite cook-
ies? Thank you for my
Christmas presents
last year. | love my gifts
for Christmas. Thanks
Santa. | am as nice as
possible in school. |
want an electric score
and a PS5 microphone
this year.

Sincerely,

Lee Grade 4

Dear Santa, What
does the North Pole
look like? Is it big? My
house is big. Thank
you for my Switch. It is
fun to play and has a
lot of games. | love it.
My year has been hard
because my grandpa
died, but | am doing
well in school. | would
like a TV for Christmas
so | can watch it. | want
my sister and brother
to get something too.

| also want a hover-

board.

From

Braydon Grade 4
Dear Santa,

How many presents do
you deliver in a night?
If you got another rein-

deer what would you
name it? What’s your
favorite cookie flavor?
Mine’s sugar cook-

ies. I’'m thankful for

the presents last year
because they made me
smile and they made
me happy. Thank you.

I’'m so thankful. | don’t
need any presents for
christmas because my
parents work hard and
all I want for christ-
mas is to spend time
with my family and for
peace for the world. |
would like to receive

it's more of a wish but
| hope you can make
it come true. | want to
receive something that
makes me feel better
because | am kind of
sick.

Sincerely,

Mylah Grade 4
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