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Dog park 
planned 

on site of 
old landfill

Planners hope to have 
park open in spring 2025

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

The village of Wittenberg could be 
starting its own dog park, if enough 
people donate to the project.

More than 500 letters were sent out 
to residents seeking donations, accord-
ing to Theresa Gatz, one of the people 
spearheading the project and a Witten-
berg Village Board member. The area 
being considered is an old landfill located 
behind Subway and Taco John’s at the 
corner of Pioneer Avenue and North 
Meisner Street.

The project is already well on its way, 
with a $10,000 donation for the park an-
nounced Aug. 22.

According to Gatz, the parcel consists 
of 5 acres, and there will be entrances on 
the east and west sides. There will be two 
areas — one for small dogs and one for 
large.

“Last year, we were in talks because 
there were people that wanted to put a 
storage facility for people to rent out,” 
Gatz said. “The area used to be an old 
landfill, and they can’t dig into the ground 
where the landfill was, so you’re very 
limited with what can be done there. 
Then the idea came up during our meet-
ing about, ‘Well, what about a dog park?’ 
We kind of joked about it, but we liked 
the idea.”

The location is ideal, Gatz said, with 
its proximity to state Highway 29 and U.S. 
Highway 45. Gatz noted that with travel-
ers using both highways to get around 
the state, and with many tourists bring-
ing their furry friends along, the Witten-
berg dog park would be ideal for visitors 
needing to stop, stretch their legs and get 
something to eat.

“Everybody’s passing through from 
Wausau to Green Bay, or coming from the 
north to go down south for the weekend,” 
Gatz said.

When 2024 started, Gatz and other 
interested residents really brought up the 
idea in earnest, making plans for what the 
park would look like and what could be 
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French gets 12 years for 
drug death at North Star

Family of Julian Bourdoin 
pushes for maximum 

penalty in reckless homicide
By LEE PULASKI

City Editor

Stephany French will remain in prison 
for close to a decade for her role in giving 
Ho-Chunk man Julian Bourdoin a fatal 
dose of fentanyl believed to be heroin in 
2021.

Shawano-Menominee County Circuit 
Court Judge Katherine Sloma sentenced 
French on Aug. 20 to 12 years in prison for 
first-degree reckless homicide involving 
drugs and four years for theft of property 
from a corpse for taking Bourdoin’s phone 
after the fact. Sloma ruled that the two 
sentences will run concurrently.

Given that French has already spent 
over 1,000 days in jail, that means she’ll be 
in prison until 2033. Once her prison term 
is complete, French will be on probation 
for another eight years.

The 12-year sentence for the homicide 
was recommended by the pre-sentence 
investigator. The state wanted French to 
serve 15 years in prison on the homicide 
charge and another five for the theft. The 
defense asked for six years between the 
two charges.

Over 20 of Bourdoin’s family members 
were in the courtroom for the sentenc-
ing, with many of them attending multiple 
court hearings over the last three years 
waiting for justice. Among them was 
Bourdoin’s daughter, who at one point 
had to be consoled by family members, as 
others in the family argued that French 
should get the maximum sentence pos-
sible for taking their loved one from them 
and not doing anything beyond dousing 
Bourdoin with water to save his life, de-
spite having Narcan in her vehicle.

The maximum sentence for the reck-
less homicide, according to state statutes, 
is 40 years in prison with up to 25 years of 
supervised release.

Bourdoin was found dead Sept. 3, 2021, 
at the North Star Mohican Casino Resort 
in the Town of Bartelme. His autopsy 
lists cause of death as fentanyl, metham-
phetamine and ethanol toxicity, which re-
sulted in pulmonary and cerebral edema.

French shows no change
District Attorney Greg Parker pushed 

for a longer sentence partially because 
of French’s behavior while in jail. He 
noted that there have been 30 conduct 
reports filed by the Shawano County Jail 

since she was arrested in February 2022, 
including two incidents where French 
overdosed while in custody. French also 
has not availed herself of the Narcotics 
Anonymous meetings available in the jail, 
he said.

“The defendant has been in jail for a 

long time, and on numerous occasions, 
has been uncooperative with staff, violent 
toward other prisoners and those kinds of 
things,” Parker said. “The substance abuse 
history is pretty much consistent with 

Stephany French, whose aliases include the names Stephany Webster and Nativa Thundercloud, enters Branch I of 
the Shawano County Courthouse on Aug. 20 for her sentencing hearing, accompanied by her attorney, Eric Maciolek. 
French received a 12-year prison sentence after she provided drugs to Julian Bourdoin, who later died at the North 
Star Mohican Casino Resort.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
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accomplished.
“In the last few months, 

I’ve been working with a 
couple of contractors just 
to try and see what can be 
done to give us the vision 
we want in the end,” Gatz 
said.

There’s no estimate yet 
on how much the project 
will cost, but Gatz is hope-
ful the work can be com-

pleted next spring to make 
the dog park a reality. She 
said there have been mul-
tiple estimates for how 
much fencing would cost, 
noting the group is look-
ing at a 6-foot wire fence 
with dark brown wooden 
posts.

“Instead of going with 
the galvanized metal chain-
link fencing, we’re kind of 

trying to put more thought 
into it and make it a little 
nicer, kind of blending 
in with the environment, 
since it’s in a woodsy area,” 
Gatz said. “It’s surrounded 
by woods, so it’ll be a little 
more high appealing, I 
guess you could say.”

Gatz said the biggest 
challenge is clearing out a 
few of the trees so bulldoz-

ers can get in to work on 
the land and clear away 
brush.

“That’s the big part right 
now,” Gatz said. “That’s the 
hardest part.”

She added that the park 
will be built and main-
tained solely by donations. 
Kiosks will be in place so 
visitors know the rules, as 
well as donation boxes in 

case visitors want to give 
for the park’s upkeep.

Potrykus Construction 
is helping with the dog park 
effort by sponsoring a golf 
outing on Sept. 21, with the 
tee off at 10 a.m. at J and B 
Clover Greens in Marion. 
Registration is $240 for 
a team of four, which in-
cludes lunch. The proceeds 
will be donated in memory 

of Jamie Steliga.
To donate, mail a check 

to Village of Wittenberg 
Dog Park, P.O. Box 331, 
Wittenberg, WI 54499. 
More information can be 
found on the dog park’s 
Facebook page or by email-
ing wittenbergdogpark@
gmail.com.

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com
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what we’ve heard today.”
Parker also noted that, 

in two Brown County 
cases, French had her 
probation revoked due to 
additional infractions.

Video from North Star 
showed how French left 
the hotel quickly after 
housekeeping arrived at 
the room shortly after 11 
a.m., as well as showing 
when French and Bour-
doin went into the hotel 
room in the early morn-
ing hours of Sept. 3.

“The images are worth 
a thousand words,” 
Parker said. “She’s non-
chalantly walking out 
of the hotel and fleeing 
to her car. As Detective 
(Chris) Gamm said, there 
was Narcan within the 
vehicle, and that leads 
a person to question, if 
she had the Narcan, why 
didn’t she try to use it 
to save Julian, even if it 
wasn’t possible?”

Calling French “clue-
less” with no regard for 
Bourdoin, Parker noted 
that her drug use started 
at age 21. The defendant 
will be turning 30 in 
November.

French victim of  
addiction cycle

Defense attorney 
Eric Maciolek painted 
a different picture of 
French, saying that her 
mother was also addicted 
to drugs, which led to 
French being in the foster 
care system until she was 
11. She’s undereducated 
and unnurtured, he said, 
which contributed to the 
cycle of drug abuse in the 
family.

Maciolek argued 

against claims from Bour-
doin’s family that French 
has no remorse for her 
criminal acts.

“Stephany has always 
been remorseful through-
out the time that I have 
known her, which is close 
to three years,” Maciolek 
said. “She never wanted 
Julian to get hurt. She 
certainly didn’t want him 
to die.”

Maciolek said that six 
years imprisonment was 
more fitting for French, 
arguing the recommenda-
tions from Parker and the 
pre-sentence investigator 
were more fitting for drug 
dealers than drug addicts.

“Persons addicted to or 
dependent on controlled 
substances should, upon 
conviction, be sentenced 
in a matter most likely to 
produce rehabilitation,” 
Maciolek said. “Stephany 
French is an addict. She 

is the victim of overpre-
scribed opiates. She is a 
victim of her own genetic 
propensity for addic-
tion, like her mother. Her 
propensity toward drug 
use was facilitated to her 
access to free money. She 
was handed $150,000, and 
unfortunately, a substan-
tial portion of that went 
to her local drug dealer to 
sell her opiates.”

French provided the 
drugs to Bourdoin, Ma-
ciolek said, but thought 
what she gave was heroin 
when it was actually fen-
tanyl. Maciolek pointed 
out the seriousness of 
drugs and feels that ef-
forts should be focused 
on the makers and dis-
tributors instead of the 
addicts.

“The fact that drugs 
are getting into the jail 
here is probably more of a 
problem than saying that 

somebody in the jail used 
them,” Maciolek said.

Family feels  
French should pay

Family members were 
more concerned with the 
fact that Bourdoin was 
gone, and that French 
was responsible for that 
reality.

April LaMere, Bour-
doin’s mother, described 
the difficulty in having 
to explain to her grand-
daughter that her “dada” 
was no longer in her life, 
and that the child has had 
“outbursts, depression 
and instability” due to her 
father figure being taken 
away. LaMere noted that 
French’s family members 
still have her in their 
lives, while her family 
members must live with 
a hole in their hearts that 
Bourdoin used to occupy.

“I have feelings of an-

ger and sadness and frus-
tration as we have been to 
this courtroom time and 
time again, taking time 
off of work and traveling 
distances without com-
pensation to sit through 
lengthy hearings with 
no resolution,” LaMere 
said. “I would hope that 
the court would find it 
suitable for a maximum 
sentence possible so that 
this doesn’t happen to 
anyone else’s child.”

Ariana Bourdoin de-
scribed how there is now 
a piece missing from her 
life because of the death 
of her brother, and that 
losing him has produced 
the biggest heartache she 
has ever known. She also 
pointed out how her niece, 
Julian Bourdoin’s daugh-
ter, has a hole in her heart 
because of her father’s 
death, saying the two had 
the greatest father-daugh-
ter relationship.

“How dare you rob 
her of that love,” Ariana 
Bourdoin said to French. 
“The image painted of 
how you carelessly left 
my brother will stick in 
my mind for the rest of 
my life. To be abandoned 
in the greatest time of 
need is not only incred-
ibly selfish but insane. I 
pray you remember all 
of our faces and how you 
made us feel. What you 
do in this lifetime you 
will answer to God for.”

Bruce LaMere, Julian 
Bourdoin’s uncle and a 
retired officer with the 
Wisconsin Department 
of Corrections, said that 
French, who has also been 
known as Stephany Web-
ster and Nativa Thunder-

cloud, gave the drugs to 
his nephew on purpose. 
He also expressed disgust 
at French taking Bour-
doin’s cell phone, deleting 
the information on it and 
selling it to others.

“You have not done 
anything to improve your 
life,” he said. “While in 
jail, you have not made 
any apologies to Julian’s 
parents. You have not 
made any attempts to 
earn your HSED (high 
school equivalency 
diploma) or GED (grade-
equivalency diploma).”

Avoiding trial  
mercy to family

In passing sentence, 
Sloma pointed out that 
while family members 
might not be happy with 
the 12-year prison term, 
the fact that French chose 
to end the case without a 
trial was the more merci-
ful solution for grieving 
relatives.

“She entered into a 
plea,” Sloma said. “I know 
the family didn’t like 
coming for all those pre-
trial hearings, and I thank 
you for doing that. I know 
it was very hard. She en-
tered a plea and avoided 
a trial, which would have 
probably been a week of 
additional pain.”

Sloma added that while 
Maciolek had a point that 
the court should look at 
sentences that include 
chances for rehabilitation, 
it was also necessary to 
look at French’s character 
and the fact that she has 
not made the decision to 
seek help.

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Detective Chris Gamm, left, with the Shawano County Sheriff’s Department, answers questions from Shawano-
Menominee County District Attorney Greg Parker about a video montage played for the court showing Stephany 
French hastily leaving the North Star Mohican Casino Resort on Sept. 3, 2021.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Pertussis cases found in Shawano County
The Shawano-Menom-

inee Counties Health De-
partment has announced 
that cases of pertussis 
(whooping cough) are 
circulating in Shawano 
County.

Pertussis is caused 
by a bacteria and easily 
spreads from person to 
person through contact 
with droplets of saliva 
expelled by an infected 
person when they talk, 

cough, or sneeze, etc. 
Initially symptoms may 
be similar to the common 
cold — runny nose, sneez-
ing, low-grade fever, and 
mild occasional cough.

Individuals can further 
develop uncontrollable, 
violent coughing that 
makes it hard to breathe. 
After coughing, someone 
with pertussis may need to 
take deep breaths caus-
ing a “whooping” sound. 

Infected people can spread 
pertussis up to three weeks 
after the cough begins if 
they are not treated with 
the appropriate antibiotics.

Pertussis can affect 
people of all ages. How-
ever, it can be very serious, 
even deadly, for babies less 
than 1 year old. Many ba-
bies who get pertussis are 
infected by older siblings, 
parents, or caregivers who 
might not even know they 

have the disease.
The health depart-

ments are recommending 
anyone should contact 
their healthcare provider 
about any respiratory ill-
ness with a cough, that’s 
greater than two weeks 
duration, that’s violent and 
uncontrollable, includes 
an inspiratory whoop/
gasping, that has gagging/
vomiting after coughing, or 
is worse at night.

It is imperative for 
people to stay home and 
isolate while awaiting test 
results to prevent poten-
tial spread, according to 
the health department. 
Residents should be mind-
ful of being distant from 
others in the household 
while waiting for results, 
especially those at higher 
risk for such as babies less 
than 1 year old, those who 
are pregnant, and indi-

viduals with compromised 
immune systems.

The best way to prevent 
pertussis among babies, 
teens, and adults is to get 
vaccinated. To check if 
you and your loved ones 
are up to date on your 
vaccinations that protect 
against pertussis, check the 
Wisconsin Immunization 
Registry at https://www.
dhs.wisconsin.gov/immu-
nization/wir.htm

FRENCH, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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A parade you can 
cut with a chainsaw

Among the more unusual sights at the Tigerton Lumberjack Days parade on Aug. 25 is a man riding an antique 
bicycle from the 19th century.

People in Darth Vader masks try to lure people to the dark side as they toss out candy Aug. 25 on behalf of Gauthier’s 
Ye Olde Saloon of Tigerton during the Lumberjack Days Parade.

The Tigerton FFA travels along the parade route Aug. 25 for Tigerton Lumberjack Days, celebrating the 75th an-
niversary of the FFA program in the Tigerton School District.

Red, white and blue was common through the Tigerton Lumberjack Days Parade on Aug. 25, but not as much so as 
this Jeep wrapped with American flags and more.

PHOTOS BY LEE PULASKI • CITY EDITOR

Anita’s Haircut, of Tigerton, is in a festive mood Aug. 25 during the Tigerton Lumberjack Days Parade as its float 
includes a giant birthday cake.

The “mane” attraction at the Aug. 25 Tigerton Lumberjack Days parade is the Tigerton Lions Club float, pulled by an 
International Harvester tractor.
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Gene Watson will be bringing his gospel and country repertoire to western Shawano County when he performs Oct. 
6 at Wittenberg-Birnamwood High School.� CONTRIBUTED

Rubber Soul bringing 
Gene Watson to WBHS

Rubber Soul Produc-
tions has announced that 
Gene Watson will be per-
forming in concert at 1 p.m. 
Oct. 6 at the Wittenberg-
Birnamwood High School 
auditorium, 400 W. Grand 
Ave, Wittenberg.

Tickets are $50-$60. 
To discuss pricing and 
available seating, call Rob 
Wyman at 715-584-4203. 
Tickets are also available 
online at www.rubbersoul-
productions.com.

From his chart-topping 
soulful gospel albums to 

his No. 1 country stan-
dards, few artists have left 
a more indelible mark on 
America’s musical land-
scape than Watson. As a 
newly inducted member 
of the Grand Ole Opry in 
2020, Watson has been 
thrilling audiences for 
60 years. This master-
ful country stylist from 
Houston, Texas, known as 
“The Singer’s Singer,” has 
more than 75 charted titles, 
23 Top 10 hits, six No. 1 
country singles and five 
No. 1 gospel hits.

Watson is also a mem-
ber of the Texas Country 
Music Hall of Fame and 
the Houston, Texas Music 
Hall of Fame. Fans are 
still transfixed whenever 
Watson performs clas-
sics like “Farewell Party,” 
“Fourteen Carat Mind” or 
“Love in the Hot After-
noon.” A road warrior 
and considered one of the 
finest pure-country singers 
of his generation, Watson 
offers up one of the best 
traditional country shows 
in the business.

Eland woman receives 
$1,000 CWEC scholarship

Kalee Gilmeister, of 
Eland, has been named 
one of the recipients of 
the 2024 Central Wiscon-
sin Electric Cooperative’s 
(CWEC) Electric Utility 
Worker Scholarship. She 
will receive $1,000 for her 
studies.

Gilmeister, a 2024 grad-
uate of D.C. Everest High 
School, said she decided to 
seek a career as an electric 
utility worker because she 
wanted to pursue her path 
in the trades and do some-
thing that would help other 
people.

“I feel like it’s going 
to be something that I 
honestly will really enjoy,” 
Gilmeister said.

Because Gilmeister’s 
mom works for a plumb-
ing, heating and electrical 
company, Gilmeister said 
electricity is something 
that has long interested 
her. This had her thinking 
about becoming an electri-
cian. After speaking with 
the career coach at D.C. 
Everest, Gilmeister said he 
encouraged her to consider 
the Electrical Distribution 
program at Northcentral 
Technical College (NTC).

After visiting NTC in 
February to learn more 
about the program, Gil-
meister decided that was 
the path she wanted to take.

“He (the instructor) 
let me try out some of the 
things and get my hands 
on some of it,” Gilmeister 
said. “I just really enjoyed 
the teachers, the learning 
environment, some of the 
things that he taught. I just 
found it all really interest-
ing and something that I 
could see myself learning 
more about.”

Gilmeister said she un-
derstands that she will be 
entering a male-dominated 
career, and she will have 
to prove that she has the 
skills and knowledge to do 
her job. She added that, in 

the future, she would be 
all right with being a role 
model for young girls.

“Showing that women 
can do stuff and you don’t 
have to be afraid if you’re a 
little different,” Gilmeister 
said. “How many women 
are now welders? Times 
can change. If you love 
something and it’s your 
passion, go for it.”

Spending time outdoors 
and having hands-on work 
experiences are a couple 
of things that attracted Gil-
meister to pursue an elec-
tric utility worker career.

“I’m not the type of 
person who likes to sit at 
a desk all the time,” she 
said. “Having that hands-on 
thing and trying something 
that most people don’t 

really do is something that 
I think sets me out and 
will be something that 
will carry me on for a long 
way.”

Gilmeister has been 
accepted to the electrical 
distribution program at 
NTC in Wausau, but she is 
on the waiting list to start 
the program.

Receiving the CWEC 
Utility Worker Scholar-
ship is something for which 
Gilmeister is thankful.

“It’s just absolutely 
amazing to me that I was 
able to receive it,” she said. 
“It will allow me to pay off 
my debt sooner and have 
a more fulfilling life — 
hopefully, even give back 
to other people who need 
help.”

NEW Media’s news editor is 
about to retire. We seek talented 
journalists who can seize some-

one’s attention by being a talented 
wordsmith and photographer in 
a fast-paced news environment 

where digital comes first.

The news editor candidate would spend 
much of the time covering Oconto County, 

although occasionally a story could take them 
to Shawano County or Menominee County. The 

editor also works with freelancers to help out with addi-
tional stories when needed and seek out potential writers to add 

to the papers’ richness.

While the office is a base of operations, we want someone who’ll be 
out in the community gathering the news. All are welcome to apply, 

including recent or pending college graduates.  Photography and 
copy editing skills are a must. Experience laying out pages is also 

helpful, but we can train in-house.

NE
W
S

NE
W
S

ED
IT
OR

ED
IT
OR

Send a resume, cover letter explaining why you 

want the job and four to six samples of your work to 

editor Kevin Passon at kpasson@newmedia-wi.com.

Kalee Gilmeister, of Eland, has been accepted into Northcentral Technical 
College’s electrical distribution program, and a $1,000 scholarship from 
Central Wisconsin Electrical Cooperative is helping her pursue her career.

CONTRIBUTED
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Pay differential argued again, knocked down
County aims 

to add staffing 
instead

BY KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-Chief

Reiterating that the 
sheriff’s department 
would rather offer a 50-
cent per hour pay dif-
ferential for second shift 
and weekend working 
dispatchers and correc-
tional officers, Supervisor 
Tess Serrano urged the 
Shawano County Execu-
tive Committee to make 
that part of the proposed 
2025 budget.

The committee denied 
the request at its Aug. 
21 meeting. Instead, the 
committee added funds 
to pay for one more jailer 
and one more dispatcher.

“But if you can’t get 
qualified candidates to fill 
positions, why wouldn’t 
you go with retaining the 
people that you have at a 
50-cent shift differential?” 
Serrano said.

“The question came 
up about the long-term 
solution vs. the 50-cent 
thing, and this committee 
discussed it’s really not 
something that’s going to 
make a huge difference,” 
said Jim Davel, county 
coordinator.

“There’s no use getting 
into all that discussion 
today, because then you’d 
have to give 50 cents 
to everybody,” added 
Shawano County Board 
Chairman Tom Kautza.

Supervisor Kathy 
Luebke asked if the two 
new positions were in the 
proposed budget.

“Yes, and if they make 
it, they make it. If they 
don’t, they don’t,” Kautza 
said. “We didn’t vote to 
pass it, so that means it’s 
a no. You gotta watch 
what you guys discuss at 
your meetings, because 
you can’t just bring stuff 
up. That wasn’t on your 
agenda, Tess.”

“It was in the sheriff’s 
comments,” Serrano said, 
noting that the informa-
tion was presented by 
Chief Deputy Ty Raddant 
in place of Sheriff George 
Lenzner, who was out of 
town at a conference.

“We did build in the 
position. I wouldn’t argue 
that it’s going to be tough 

to fill, but you got your 
long-term solution,” 
Davel said.

He said the county has 
already given jailers and 
dispatchers an increase in 
paid time off, one bonus 
for corrections officers 
and adopted new pay 
scale that gave raises to 
all employees.

“We need to get after 
finding those people,” he 
said.

“They don’t want two 
positions; they want 50 
cents,” Supervisor Ken 
Capelle said.”These two 
positions are costing 
us a lot of money. Why 
don’t we take them out of 
here?”

“The two positions 
would be an answer to the 
problem,” said Kautza. 
“The problem they have 
is that the people that are 
given their time off can’t 
use their time off because 
they have to come in be-
cause there aren’t enough 
people to work the extra 
hours.

“It’s not a matter of 
giving them an extra 50 
cents to work second 
shift. That’s not going 
to solve nothing. The 
problem is the number of 
people you have working 
there.

“We threw money at 
the jailers — $3 an hour 
— didn’t solve the prob-

lem. We (gave them) a 
6% pay raise. They didn’t 
the full 6% because of the 
three bucks an hour. Then 
we did a full reevalua-
tion of the whole thing, 
and everybody got raises 
again then. Didn’t solve 
the problem. So, what’s 
throwing more money at 
it going to do?”

He added that a recent 
survey showed only 10% of 
employees quitting at the 
county did so due to pay.

“Yes, it will be hard 
to fill,” Davel said. “We 
shouldn’t stop trying to 
do the right thing because 
it’s hard. Nobody said it 
was easy. If you look at 
the amount of pay raises 

that has been given and 
the amount of PTO and 
accrual rate from every-
body over there that gets 
higher than anybody in 
the county, and they can’t 
take the time, do you 
really think 50 cents is 
going to make a damn dif-
ference? I don’t believe.

“They’ve got to start 
doing more effort in 
recruitment.”

Kautza asked if any-
one had approached the 
employees recently laid 
off at the Mattoon lumber 
business.

“What’s the recruit-
ment that’s being done?” 
he said. “They take out a 
little ad. Well, we put it 
in the website. There ain’t 
nobody looking at that 
website.”

Serrano said many 
applicants can’t make 
the cut for background 
checks.

“What do you think’s 
going to happen with 42 
people who probably, and 
I’m just saying probably 
because I don’t know 
exact figures, 25 of them 
are Hispanic nondocu-
mented workers?” she 
said. “You’re not going to 
get them in the sheriff’s 
department.”

“Well, you got to 
get documented ones,” 
Kautza said. “You’ve got 
to make more of an effort 
to reach out.

“You already have 
people willing to come 
in second shift and third 
shift. So, paying them 
more to come in second 
shift and third shift is 
only going to get you to 
have more people that are 
willing to work second 
shift and third shift.”

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

Shawano County dispatcher Heather Anderson scans her bank of eight monitors during a recent day shift.� KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

County may borrow 
to balance its budget
Proposed levy 

$3M above limit
BY KEVIN PASSON

Editor-in-Chief

Shawano County depart-
ment heads have been told 
to trim 5% of their proposed 
2025 budget or face the 
wrath of the county’s execu-
tive committee.

That was the decision 
of the committee when it 
gathered Aug. 21.

The proposed $18 million 
tax levy is about $3 million 
over the limit.

A 5% savings will knock 
$900,000 off the total, and 
the county is preparing to 
possibly borrow the remain-
ing $2 million.

Carrie Buntjer, finance 
director, said she received 
an initial indication of 6% 
interest for short-term 

borrowing.
“If we do a 5% cut across 

the board, we’re still in a 
borrowing position,” she 
said.

The county’s capital 
improvement plan, any bor-
rowing and a final budget 
all need to be decided in 
October, so preparations 
for borrowing, if it would 
occur, need to be made now 
so the County Board can 
take action at the September 
meeting.

The $2 million in 
borrowing would be a 
maximum.

Board Chairman Tom 
Kautza is concerned that 
some department heads 
may think the whole 
problem can be solved by 
borrowing, so they may not 
make any cuts.

“They’re not going to 
have a choice of whether 
they’re cutting their bud-
gets,” Supervisor Randy 

Young said. “We’re going to 
say to bring back a budget 
that is 5% less.”

“They won’t do it,” 
Kautza said.

“Then we’ll do it,” Young 
responded. “As leaders, 
we’re giving them the 
chance to do it themselves. 
They know their budget 
better than we do.”

Jim Davel, county coor-
dinator, asked about depart-
ments that already came in 
under the threshold. Would 
they still need to trim?

“Yes,” said Supervi-
sor Kathy Luebke. “We’re 
Shawano County. This is a 
Shawano County budget.”

Young suggested depart-
ment heads also hold off on 
any immediate rehires if an 
employee retires or resigns.

All positions will be reas-
sessed to see if the work can 
be shifted to other employ-
ees, automate or otherwise 
performed without rehiring.

Menominee get award 
for energy efficiency
Within the seven vi-

sion areas of the Menomi-
nee Tribe Strategic Plan, 
workgroups are collabo-
rating, strategizing and 
making headway on their 
initiatives.

One workgroup focus-
ing on the Economic 
vision area have made 
big accomplishments that 
have granted the team a 
Focus on Energy Energy 
Efficiency Excellence 
Award.

The economic vision 
area focuses on business 
development, overall eco-
nomic growth, and ways 
to save costs and create 
more sustainable prac-
tices and facilities.

“The tribal mainte-
nance and facilities team 
has been instrumental 
in making updates to 
our buildings that can 
save the tribe money and 
provide us all with more 

energy-efficient options,” 
said Gena Kakkak, tribal 
chairwoman. “Since day 
one of the current stra-
tegic plan, this team has 
been diligently working to 
find long-term solutions.”

James Corn, facilities 
director, along with his 
team, were presented 
with the 2024 Energy Effi-
ciency Excellence Award 
at the Tribal Offices on 
Aug. 8 by members of the 
Focus on Energy Program. 
Each year, the program 
selects 10 Wisconsin 
entities, ranging from 
businesses to farms, to be 
honored as champions of 
finding not just lower-cost 
energy solutions but ways 
to reduce energy use all 
together.

“We are so proud of 
the work that Jim and 
his team has done under 
the Strategic Plan,” said 
Brenda Tomow with the 

Wisconsin Department 
of Administration. “It’s 
even more exciting to see 
their work be recognized 
among the other great ini-
tiatives happening across 
the state of Wisconsin.”

The maintenance and 
facilities team set out to 
centralize purchasing/
expenditures for cost-
efficiency and procure-
ment cost-savings. The 
team has been updating 
tribal office buildings with 
LED bulbs in every light 
fixture which has allowed 
for a large reduction in 
operating costs and in-
crease in energy savings.

“This award is a re-
minder that, while it may 
seem like small changes, 
they can make BIG im-
pacts,” added Kakkak. 
“Everyone on the mainte-
nance and facilities team 
should be so proud of 
their accomplishments.”
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Officers train in responding to mental illness calls
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Earlier this month, 
officers from the Sha-
wano Police Department, 
Shawano County Sheriff’s 
Office, Shawano County 
Jail, Shawano County Dis-
patch, Menominee Tribal 
Police Department, Black 
Creek Police Department 
and Clintonville Police 
Department completed a 
five-day crisis intervention 
team (CIT) training hosted 
by the Shawano Police 
Department at Shawano 
Community High School.

Shawano Police Officers 
Sam Ferg-Meshnick and 
Officer Mequon Frechette 
organize and run this class. 
This is the fourth year 
this class has been held in 
Shawano.

There is a lack of men-
tal health crisis services 
across the United States. 
Because of this, law 
enforcement officers are 
serving as first responders 
to most crisis type situa-
tions. A CIT program is an 
innovative, community-
based approach to improve 
the outcomes of these 

encounters.
During this training, of-

ficers learned about major 
mental illnesses, how to 
identify people in crisis 
and how to de-escalate 
situations they may come 
to face as well as improv-
ing responses to people in 
crisis. This training also 
helped officers improve 
their communication abil-
ity and learn how to better 
identify mental health 
resources for assisting 
people in crisis as well as 
keeping them out of jail.

CIT can reduce arrests 

of people with mental ill-
ness while increasing the 
likelihood that individuals 
will receive mental health 
services.

CIT programs cre-
ate connections among 
law enforcement, mental 
health providers, hospital 
emergency services and 
individuals with mental 
illness and their families. 
Through collaborative 
community partnerships 
and intensive training, CIT 
improves communica-
tion and identifies mental 
health resources for those 

in crisis and ensures officer 
and community safety.

Research shows that 
CIT is associated with im-
proved officer attitude and 
knowledge about mental 
illness.

According to the Na-
tional Alliance on Mental 
Illness (NAMI), CIT pro-
grams give officers more 
tools to do their job safely 
and effectively. Research 
shows that CIT is associ-
ated with improved officer 
attitude and knowledge 
about mental illness.

The training also helps 

keep law enforcement’s 
focus on crime. Some com-
munities have found that 
CIT has reduced the time 
officers spend respond-
ing to a mental health call. 
This puts officers back 
into the community more 
quickly.

CIT training can 
produce cost savings. 
It’s difficult to estimate 
exactly how much diver-
sion programs can save 
communities. But incar-
ceration is costly com-
pared to community-based 
treatment.

Shawano seeks survey answers for rec center grant application
The Shawano Parks and Recreation Department 

is conducting an online survey in pursuit of a $4 
million grant to improve the Shawano Recreation 
Center, 220 E. Division St.

The survey consists of a dozen questions with 
yes or no answers. It takes about two minutes to 
complete.

Questions focus on the benefit of free high-speed 
internet and access to computers at the center, free 
spaces for private meetings and classes, new locker 
rooms, a more accessible layout, increased space for 
the exercise area, a remodeled front entrance, a giant 
fish tank to raise baby sturgeon and court space with 
free open gym times.

Take the survey at www.surveymonkey.
com/r/7G2QN2F.

While the survey does not provide space for addi-
tional suggestions, many residents are offering their 
thoughts on the department’s Facebook page beneath 
the post requesting people take the survey. The page 
is at www.facebook.com/ShawanoParkandRec.

The Shawano Parks and Recreation Department is conducting an online survey in 
pursuit of a $4 million grant to improve the Shawano Recreation Center, 220 E. Divi-
sion St. Take the survey at www.surveymonkey.com/r/7G2QN2F.� CONTRIBUTED

School board bumps paraprofessional sub pay
Board members question if amount enough to attract fill-ins to Shawano

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

The Shawano School 
Board voted Aug. 21 
to give a pay bump to 
substitutes serving as 
non-teaching staff, even 
though some board mem-
bers felt the bump wasn’t 
really enough.

Teachers on Call 
presented to the board 
on Aug. 12, and in that pre-
sentation, they noted the 

disparity in pay for aides 
and paraprofessionals. 
Comparable school dis-
tricts pay $15.56 per hour 
for paraprofessionals, 
$16.53 if they’re serving as 
aides in special education 
classrooms and $16.34 if 
they’re subbing long-term, 
and Shawano’s pay was 
less than those figures. A 
survey from Teachers on 
Call showed 25% of substi-
tute paraprofessionals 
with the Shawano School 

District are not happy 
with the pay.

Nicole Hartlaben, 
human resources direc-
tor, told the board that 
the district was planning 
to offer pay to substi-
tutes similar to what is 
the starting pay for the 
positions. She proposed 
paying $13.50 per hour for 
recess and lunch aides, 
$15 for instructional para-
professionals and $17.12 
for special education 

paraprofessionals.
Board member Chris-

tine McKinnies ques-
tioned if the district 
would get enough buy-in 
from substitutes for the 
aide and paraprofessional 
vacancies. She suggested 
that the $13.50 for recess 
aides would not do much 
to convince substitutes 
to come to Shawano for 
work.

“We’re short, and we 
often need subs for the 

paraprofessionals that 
are SpEd (special educa-
tion),” McKinnies said. 
“Just working as a recess 
aide, lunchroom supervi-
sor or playground super-
visor before, you have a 
lot of occurrences where 
you need subs for that. 
Being at $13 an hour for a 
recess aide, I don’t think 
you’re going to get much 
more buy-in for $13 than 
you did at $11.”

With that in mind, 
McKinnies said she would 
vote for the increase be-
cause the current substi-

tute pay is unacceptable.
Board member Bobbi 

Lemerond agreed that any 
pay bump from the cur-
rent amount is good, but 
she felt the district could 
do better.

“I think we need to 
review this again, but I’m 
glad we’re starting some-
where,” Lemerond said. 
“Any raise we give is a 
good thing, but we should 
look into it a little bit 
more and possibly bring 
this up a little bit higher.”

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

“I don’t think you’re going to get much more buy-in for $13 than you did at $11.”
CHRISTINE MCKINNIES, Shawano School Board member
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Fall event in Gillett 
features Harvest Days fair

The Gillett Area Chamber of Com-
merce has announced its highly antici-
pated Homecoming and Harvest Days is 
coming to Gillett beginning Oct. 7.

The homecoming football game takes 
place on Oct. 11. with games and food 
vendors at the school. The Harvest Days 
Market will be held Oct. 12 from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at Gillett Secondary School.

Attendees can look forward to a mar-
ket featuring a variety of local artisans, 
craftspeople, and businesses showcasing 
their wares.

One of the highlights of this year’s 

event is the soup cookoff. Contestants 
are invited to submit their best recipes 
for a friendly competition where they 
will vie for the title of “Best Soup in 
Gillett.” Community members will have 
the opportunity to taste-test all entries 
and cast their votes throughout the day. 
With prizes up for grabs and bragging 
rights on the line, participants are en-
couraged to register early, as spaces are 
limited.

Vendor spaces are still available for 
those looking to showcase their prod-
ucts or services during the event.

Vendors and shoppers pack the Oconto County Youth Fair Exhibition Building in Gillett during the second annual 
Harvest Days in 2023. The event is moving to Gillett Secondary School for this year’s celebration Oct. 12.

CONTRIBUTED

UW-Extension holding soybean field day next week
Soybean growers need 

to manage weeds, diseases, 
insects, weather impacts, 
and the grain market. Any 
one of these can cre-
ate headaches and they 
can add up to lots of lost 
income, especially in an 
already tight margin year 
such as 2024.

University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison Division of 
Extension is sponsoring a 
field day Sept. 4 designed 
to help soybean grow-

ers navigate the current 
marketplace, as well as 
improve their pest and 
agronomic management 
decision-making.

The field day is be-
ing hosted by McAllister 
Farms, N1448 Laney Road, 
Seymour. Beginning at 10 
a.m., attendees will view 
research and demonstra-
tion plots regarding wa-
terhemp control, fungicide 
selection and timing, and 
foliar fertilizer and biologi-

cal products. Discussions 
will take place regarding 
waterhemp management; 
grain marketing update and 
tactic considerations; white 
mold management; dairy 
ration building based on 
fatty acid profiles of feeds; 
soy agronomics; and soy 
nutrient management.

Discussion leaders 
include John Heinberg with 
Total Farm Marketing by 
Stewart-Peterson, Exten-
sion Ruminant Nutrition 

Specialist Luiz Ferraretto, 
Extension Crops/Soils 
Educator Scott Reuss, UW 
Nutrient and Pest Manage-
ment Program Manager 
Dan Smith and Nutrient 
Management Outreach 
Specialist Chris Clark. CCA 
CEU’s will be available for 
attendance at the event.

McAllister’s is grow-
ing plenish soybeans at 
the field day site, which 
are high-oleic soybeans 
meant for livestock feed. 

Alex Weldon with Pioneer/
Corteva Agriscience will 
be on the agenda to discuss 
management specifics for 
these cultivars and how 
they can fit into a farm’s 
rotation. The event is free, 
including lunch, due to 
financial support provided 
by Pioneer, Seed Concepts, 
and USDA-NIFA through 
Award Number 2021-
70027-34694. A tent will be 
set up to ensure the event 
will occur whatever the 

weather brings that day.
All farm personnel and 

agricultural professionals 
are invited to attend this 
free event, which is being 
sponsored by the Extension 
Offices of Brown, Door, 
Kewaunee, Langlade, Mari-
nette, Oconto, Outagamie, 
Shawano, and Winnebago 
counties. Registration is 
requested, but not required, 
by contacting Reuss at 715-
732-7510, 715-701-0966 or 
scott.reuss@wisc.edu.

USDA releases its latest crop production report
Wisconsin corn pro-

duction is forecast at 538 
million bushels, down 3% 
from the previous year, 
according to the latest 
USDA, National Agricul-
tural Statistics Service – 
Crop Production report.

Based on conditions 
as of Aug. 1, yields are 
expected to average 183 
bushels per acre, up seven 
bushels from last year. 
Corn planted acreage is 
estimated at 3.75 million 
acres. An estimated 2.94 
million of the acres planted 
will be harvested for grain.

Soybean production 
is forecast at 112 million 
bushels, up 7% from the 
previous year. The yield is 
forecast at 53 bushels per 

acre, two bushels higher 
than 2023. Soybean planted 
acreage is estimated at 2.15 
million acres with 2.12 mil-
lion acres to be harvested.

Winter wheat produc-
tion is estimated at 15.2 
million bushels, down 
13% from the previous 
year. The yield is forecast 
at 80 bushels per acre, 
up one bushel from the 
July forecast and up four 
bushels from 2023. Winter 
wheat planted acreage is 
estimated at 265,000 acres 
with 190,000 acres to be 
harvested for grain.

Oat production for 
grain is forecast at 5.03 mil-
lion bushels, up 10% from 
the previous year. The 
expected yield is 67 bush-

els per acre, up one bushel 
from the July forecast and 
up six bushels from 2023. 
Oat planted acreage is 
estimated at 145,000 acres 
with 75,000 acres to be 
harvested for grain.

Production of alfalfa 
and alfalfa mixtures for 
hay is forecast at 2.48 mil-
lion tons, up 44% from the 
previous year.

Yield is expected to av-
erage 3.1 tons per acre, up 
0.4 tons per acre from last 
year. Production of other 
hay is forecast at 820,000 
tons, up 62% from last 
year. Yield for other hay 
is expected to average two 
tons per acre, up 0.7 ton 
per acre from last year.

The forecasts in this 

report are based on Aug. 
1 conditions and do not 
reflect weather effects 
since that time. The next 
crop production forecasts, 
based on conditions as of 
Sept. 1, will be released 
Sept. 12.

Corn production for 
grain is forecast at 15.1 bil-
lion bushels, down 1% from 
2023 — which, if realized, 
would be the third-highest 
production for grain on re-
cord for the United States.

Based on conditions 
as of Aug. 1, the yield is 
forecast at a record high 
183.1 bushels per acre, up 
5.8 bushels from last year’s 
final estimate of 177.3 bush-
els. Total planted area, at 
90.7 million acres, is down 

1% from the previous es-
timate and down 4% from 
the previous year. Area 
harvested for grain is fore-
cast at 82.7 million acres, 
down 1% from the previ-
ous forecast and down 4% 
from the previous year.

Soybean production 
for beans is forecast at a 
record high 4.59 billion 
bushels, up 10% from 2023. 
Based on conditions as of 
Aug. 1, yields are expected 
to average a record high 
53.2 bushels per acre, up 
2.6 bushels from 2023. 
Area harvested for beans 
in the United States is 
forecast at 86.3 million 
acres, up 1% from the pre-
vious forecast and up 5% 
from 2023.

Winter wheat produc-
tion is forecast at 1.36 
billion bushels, up 1% from 
the July 1 forecast and up 
9% from 2023. As of Aug. 
1, the United States yield 
is forecast at 53.2 bushels 
per acre, up 1.2 bushels 
from last month and up 2.6 
bushels from last year’s av-
erage yield of 50.6 bushels 
per acre. Area expected 
to be harvested for grain 
or seed totals 25.6 million 
acres, down 1% from the 
acreage report released on 
June 28 but up 4% from 
2023.

The complete report 
can be found on the 
USDA NASS website 
at www.nass.usda.gov/
Publications.
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Main Street Sweets brightens downtown Gillett
By WARREN BLUHM

News Editor

Main Street in Gillett has been a 
sweeter place to be this summer.

Pete Vorpahl opened Main Street 
Sweets at 127 E. Main St. in time for the 
community’s annual Independence Day 
parade. Its shelves and walls are lined 
with a wide variety of sugary treats — 
including local favorites like Twig’s soda 
and Door County Confectionery candies.

Here, too, are Jelly Belly jellybeans and 
sugary memories from parents’ child-
hoods, like Charlestown Chews, Chuckles, 
candy cigarettes and Bonamo’s Turkish 
Taffy.

“I get comments like, ‘I remember my 
dad buying this,’” Vorpahl said. “It’s kind 
of what I was going for.”

Vorpahl and his wife, Wendy — who 

has operated Gillett Handiworks across 
the street for about seven years — pur-
chased the building earlier this year in 
hopes of being part of the revitalization of 
the downtown area.

“I’ve thought about doing something 
like this for awhile,” he said.

He has been building inventory over 
the course of the summer and held a 
grand opening with games and giveaways 
Aug. 16-17. As time goes on, Vorpahl 
hopes to create a mini-arcade with video 
games and expand the ice cream sec-
tion with a seating area in the back of the 
store.

Main Street Sweets is open 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Monday and Wednesday through 
Saturday, as well as noon to 5 p.m. Sun-
day. The store is closed Tuesdays.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

Wendy Vorpahl digs deep to build an ice cream dish for a customer.� WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

Pond, clubhouse aids challenged sportsmen
Challenge the Outdoors 

provides fun opportunities 
at Peter’s Pond near Pulaski

By ROSS BIELEMA
Correspondent

Challenge the Outdoors (CTO) Inc., a 
small volunteer organization with big am-
bitions to help physically challenged folks 
enjoy hunting, fishing and other outdoor 
fun, never knows who might discover 
them and lend a helping hand.

Some volunteers help with deer, turkey 
and pheasant hunting events, sporting 
clays fundraisers, trips to Shawano Lake 
or Lake Michigan for fishing or serve on 
the board of directors. Those who love 
the outdoors don’t want to see physical 
impediments get in the way of a beautiful 
day outside sharing the adventures they 
all love.

But this 225-member group literally hit 
the jackpot when philanthropists Steve 
and Kristi Nooyen of Sturgeon Bay took 
an interest in helping.

The Nooyens’ generosity was obvious 
to the dozens of volunteers, supporters 
and family members who visited the open 
house and dedication of Peter’s Pond in 
Angelica near Pulaski — the official new 
home and headquarters for CTO – on 
Aug. 18.

The 13 acres of land— which includes a 
3 1/2-acre fishing pond and 2,200-square-
foot clubhouse — was paid for through 
a $1.5 million donation by the Nooyens’ 
Home Instead, a Green Bay-based senior 
care franchise that operates in four states.

CTO, a nonprofit organization founded 
in 1998, currently uses Home Instead’s 
Green Bay office as its main office but will 
soon use the new facility.

Home Instead, with 10 franchises in 
Wisconsin and the remainder in Alabama, 
Kentucky and Tennessee, donates 20% 
of its corporate profits to charities, said 
Steve Nooyen, the company president and 
owner.

“God is our CEO,” Steve Nooyen said 
at the open house.

While the new facility certainly will 
see plenty of use by the physically dis-
abled — as evidenced by the number of 
folks in wheelchairs and walkers already 
reeling in panfish and a few bass at the 
multiple wheelchair-accessible docks — 
the clubhouse also will be open to civic 
groups, hunter and boating safety classes 
and other activities, Steve Nooyen noted.

“We want the property to be used,” he 

said. “We want the property to be used 
often.”

CTO officials, RJM Construction 
LLC of Black Creek and the Nooyens 
broke ground in November 2021, and the 
building construction was completed in 
the winter of 2023, CTO President Carl 
Gierke said. RJM Construction has as-
sisted Shadows on the Wolf with similar 
projects to help the disabled access fish-
ing areas.

The building has a spacious meet-
ing room, full kitchen, restrooms and a 
covered patio. The pond has full aeration 
and is about 12 feet deep to help keep 
the panfish, bass and other species alive. 
Gierke said they hope to eventually re-
move as many of the carp and bullheads 
as possible.

Additions to come include a 60-foot 

An open house and dedication Aug. 18 at Peter’s Pond near Pulaski drew dozens of volunteers, members and supporters to explore the 13-acre site. Among the dignitaries were, 
from left, Sturgeon Bay philanthropists Kristi and Steve Nooyen, Challenge the Outdoors director Keith Pamperin and CTO President Carl Gierke. The Nooyens’ Home Instead 
senior care business provided the entire $1.5 million cost for the land, building and fishing amenities. The building is about 2,200 square feet and can be used by other organiza-
tions, such as hunter education, boating safety and more.� ROSS BIELEMA

The multiple 
wheelchair-
accessible 
fishing docks 
at Challenge 
the Outdoors’ 
Peter’s Pond 
facility got 
a good test 
run Aug. 18 
as dozens 
of people 
enjoyed 
an open 
house and 
dedication 
ceremony at 
the 13-acre 
site and 3 
1/2-acre fish-
ing pond.

ROSS 
BIELEMAPOND, CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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by 80-foot storage build-
ing, archery and crossbow 
range, and wheelchair-ac-
cessible walking path, Steve 
Nooyen said.

The donation includes 
10 years of maintenance for 
the facility.

Nooyen, who also runs 
Wheelchair Whitetails 
(a group that helps the 
disabled hunt deer on 500 
acres of woods in Florence 
County), said he bought 
the land for Peter’s Pond 
in 2016. He told CTO of his 
intentions to build the new 
clubhouse and amenities in 
2020.

Gierke, president of CTO 
for the past six years after 
joining the board, said he 
went to the group’s sport-
ing clays fundraiser many 
years ago and soon joined 
the helping-hand agency. It 
was a similar story for Keith 
Pamperin, CTO director, 

who attended a Green Bay 
outdoors show one year and 
ran into some CTO folks 
manning a booth.

Pamperin, who suffered 
debilitating injuries 57 years 
ago in a motor scooter acci-
dent, got help by CTO to try 
kayaking for the first time. 
He soon found himself on 
the board and then became 
vice president before taking 
the reins as director.

No matter a person’s 
physical abilities or dis-
abilities, CTO is happy to 
help. It costs $20 to become 
an annual member, $30 for 
a family, $100 for lifetime 
membership (individual) or 
$150 for a family.

Members are welcome to 
use the pond and facilities.

“People come out of 
the woodwork to help us,” 
Gierke said

Peter’s Pond is dedicated 
to the memory of Peter 

Lathrop, a devoted CTO 
volunteer and outdoors 
lover, despite his physi-
cal limitations. His father, 
Bob Lathrop, was equally 
dedicated to bringing his 
son and other challenged 
sportsmen the sheer joy of 
outdoor adventures.

Several of the Lathrops’ 
family also attended the 
open house. A photo of the 
Lathrops is on display in the 
clubhouse for all to see.

Peter’s Pond is located 
at N2647 Cherry Drive, 
Pulaski, next to Highway 29 
(just off County Road C on 
the west side of the high-
way). Google Maps may 
send you to the east side, so 
be warned.

Contact CTO at www.
CTOforME.org or email 
CTOforME@yahoo.com. 
You can also call Gierke at 
920-986-3272 or Pamperin 
at 920-639-9275.

POND, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Historical society presentation looks at lumberjacks
The Oconto County 

Historical Society will begin 
its fall speaker series Sept. 
5 by looking at northeast 
Wisconsin’s lumberjack 
history.

The program “River Rat: 
Real Life and Romantic 
Legend” begins at 6:30 p.m. 
in the meeting room of the 
Beyer Home and Carriage 
Museum, 915 Park Ave., 
Oconto.

Kathleen Marsh will tell 
the story of tens of thou-
sands of unsung heroes, 
lumberjacks who extended 
their seasonal employment 
during the Big Pine era. 

Singing on as log drivers, 
these legendary men were 
also known as river pigs or 
river rats. They skillfully 
navigated a series of dams 
and rivers to deliver mil-
lions of sawlogs that would 
be turned into lumber to 
build America.

Marsh’s program was 
inspired by “Breakfast in 
Hell,” a song recorded by 
Slaid Cleves. Written by 
Robin Frederick, as “The 
Ballad of Sandy Gray,” the 
song immortalized a valiant 
log driver who lost his life 
clearing a logjam on On-
tario’s Musquash River in 

the early 20th century.
Owned by the historical 

society, the Holt and Bal-
com Depot Camp in Lake-
wood was an integral part 
of this water highway from 
1881 to after the turn of the 
20th century. River crews 
assembled there every 
spring to prepare for a log 
drive utilizing McCauslin 
Brook and branches of the 
Oconto River to float white 
pine and hemlock logs to 
the company’s sawmill in 
Oconto.

The program is free. 
Light refreshments will be 
served.
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Competing histories 
make finding truth hard

Shortly before Christ-
mas 1864, my great-great-
aunt Margarethe Walter 
said a tearful goodbye to 
her husband, Johann, cer-
tain she would never see 
him again. A Sheboygan 
County German immi-
grant farmer, Johann was 
forced to leave her and 
their baby daughter to 
join the Union Army dur-
ing the Civil War. Marga-
rethe’s premonition was 
spot on, but in a way she 
could not have imagined.

Johann’s infantry 
unit was charged with 
guarding supply trains. 
Constantly on the move, 
communication with 
loved ones was sporadic. 
They trained in Kansas, 
marched to Tennessee, 
then Alabama, Louisiana, 
and finally Green Lake, 
Texas. Though the war 
was winding down, they 
did see limited action. 
Fortunately, Johann was 
not wounded; however, 
most casualties were 
caused by disease, not 
gunfire. In August 1865, 
Johann was stricken. He 
lay near death, felled by 
sunstroke, thousands of 
miles from home.

Then suddenly his wife 
was there, conjured up in 
a delirious dream, holding 
Margaretha and giving 
him strict orders not to 
die. He rallied and was on 
his way to recovery when 
he got the letter. Posted 
months earlier, it was 
from his brother-in-law 
John George Holzschuh. 
Reading the contents, 
Johann collapsed with 
grief, struggling to absorb 
the news. Margarethe had 
died on June 19.

What happened was 
not explained, just that 
he was needed at home 
to attend to his farm and 
daughter. The letter did 
contain a bit of comfort. 
His daughter was living 
with Anna Maria and 
John George, my great-
great-grandparents who 
had accepted that respon-
sibility by being named 
Margaretha’s godparents 
at her baptism.

On Sept. 20, 1865, 
Johann was granted a 30-
day furlough “on account 
of the death of his wife 
and helplessness of his 
child(ren).” Once back 
in Lima, he arranged for 
his daughter to continue 
staying with the Hol-
zschuhs and for John 
George to run his farm. 
Even after that proved 
unnecessary as the war 
ended, Margaretha con-
tinued to live with John 
George and Anna Maria, 
who had just given birth 
to their eighth child.

The next April, Johann 
married Maria Schuessler. 
He and Maria had 11 
children so obviously it 
was his first wife who 
had the infertility issues. 
This is where things get 
problematic. Johann’s 
family lineage is well 
documented, but his mar-
riage to Margarethe is not 
included anywhere.

The only record of 
them having a child 
was the reference in his 
military record and his 
daughter’s baptismal cer-
tificate. She is not listed 
in the 1870 Census so she 
must have died by then. 
Indeed, Johann’s grand-
children always main-
tained that any children 
by his first marriage must 
have died young because 
they had always heard 
there were none.

There is a troubling 
something else. In Jo-
hann’s second family’s 
history, his descendants 
write that Johann and 
Margarethe were married 
in Germany and came 
to Wisconsin together 
with an eloping couple. 
The eloping part is cor-
rect; the bride-to-be was 
Johann’s sister. The rest 
cannot be true. There are 
copies of immigration 
papers in the Holzschuh 

family book that show 
Johann came in 1855 while 
Margarethe came with 
John George and Anna 
Maria in 1856. Documen-
tation of their double 
wedding on June 29, 1856, 
is also included there.

How do we account for 
these competing stories? 
Did Johann’s and Maria’s 
children deliberately 
erase the first part of their 
father’s marital history? 
That can never be known, 
but what is certain is that 
Anna Maria opened her 
loving arms and heart to 
Margaretha. She stayed 
with her adopted family, 
and her untimely death 
must have hurt my great-
great-grandmother as 
much as if she herself had 
given her life. I like to 
imagine Anna Maria us-
ing the iron pot to make 
comfort food to soothe 
her grieving family when 
the little girl died.

Like almost all women 
of her time, Anna Maria 
was no stranger to heart-
ache. In 1861, she buried 
her sixth child, Kather-
ine, who lived just a few 
weeks. I once asked Dad if 
I was named after Kather-
ine because he affection-
ately called me Katrina 
if I had done something 
praiseworthy. He shook 
his head. My name was 
Kathleen because of a 
favorite song, “I’ll Take 
You Home Again, Kath-
leen.” That was a pleasant 
thought until he explained 
that his Irish pals would 
sing it during their merry-
making when the whiskey 
and beer flowed freely.

As I write this, my 
thoughts turn to Anna 
Maria. I picture her 
clutching her prayer 
book as clods of dirt thud 
against tiny caskets. Was 
she beseeching God for 
this to be the last time 
she must deal with loss of 
a loved one cruelly ripped 
out of her life? If so, it’s a 
blessing she had no idea 
what anguish lay ahead.

(To be continued)

Kathleen Marsh is a lifelong educator, 
writer, and community advocate. She 

has published eight books, four on the 
history of Townsend, where she and 

husband Jon are happily retired on the 
beautiful Townsend Flowage.

Kathleen Kathleen 
MarshMarsh

ColumnistColumnist

Hot weather can 
affect heart health

Summer is a wonder-
ful time to embrace the 
pleasures of the season — 
spending time at the pool, 
enjoying a barbecue or 
taking the opportunity to 
exercise outdoors.

For those who are 
exercising outdoors, it’s 
important to understand 
how hot weather can stress 
their heart.

“Extreme heat can 
increase health risks 
for people with chronic 
conditions, including heart 
disease,” said Dr. Ameer 
Kabour, ThedaCare cardi-
ologist. “Taking precautions 
can help keep you safe and 
well.”

2023 was the hottest 
year on record, according 
to www.climate.gov. In 
addition, the 10 most recent 
years were the warmest on 
record.

The temperature danger 
zone kicks in around 100 de-
grees Fahrenheit, according 
to the American Heart As-
sociation (AHA). However, 
even temperatures in the 
80s with high humidity can 
lead to an increased risk of 
heart problems.

“Heat and dehydration 
cause the heart to work 
harder, trying to cool itself 
by shifting blood from 
major organs to underneath 
the skin,” according to the 
AHA. “This shift causes the 
heart to pump more blood, 
putting it under significantly 
more stress.”

Extreme heat also can 
lead to blood clots and 
electrolyte imbalances that 
can contribute to cardio-
vascular disease, according 
to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 
These factors may worsen 
heart failure and lead to 
acute coronary syndrome, 

acute myocardial infarction, 
arrythmias and stroke.

“Anyone can experience 
heat-related illness,” Kabour 
said. “Heat exhaustion and 
heatstroke are two common 
types.”

People with heat exhaus-
tion should take steps to 
cool down and watch for 
worsening symptoms. Heat 
stroke, on the other hand, is 
a medical emergency.

Heat exhaustion symp-
toms include heavy sweat-
ing; cold, pale or clammy 
skin; rapid pulse, muscle 
cramps, nausea, weakness 
or tiredness; and headache.

Those experiencing 
symptoms should move to a 
cooler place and apply cool 
compresses. Medical care 
should be sought for symp-
toms that don’t improve.

Heat stroke occurs when 
a person’s core temperature 
exceeds 104 degrees F, pro-
ducing more heat than the 
body can release. Symptoms 
can include flushed, hot and 
dry skin without sweating; 
rapid pulse and breath-
ing; throbbing headache; 
upset stomach with nausea, 
vomiting and/or diarrhea; 
and dizziness, confu-
sion, irritability or loss of 
consciousness.

If you suspect heat-
stroke, call 911. While you 
wait, move yourself or the 
affected person to a cooler 
place. Use cool cloths or 
ice packs to try to bring 
down body temperature. 
A cool bath also can help. 
Don’t give someone suffer-
ing heatstroke anything to 
drink, as they can’t safely 
consume anything while 
their consciousness is 
affected.

Certain groups are at 
more vulnerable to heat-re-
lated illness. In addition to 

people with heart disease, 
those at high risk include 
children under the age of 
5, pregnant women, adults 
65 and older and indi-
viduals with other chronic 
health conditions such as 
diabetes or mental health 
conditions.

Some medications in-
crease the risk of heat-relat-
ed illness, according to the 
U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services. These 
include beta-blockers, 
diuretic medicines (some-
times called water pills), 
antihistamines (including 
many allergy medicines) 
and many antipsychotic 
medicines used to treat 
psychiatric and neurologic 
illnesses.

“Heat-related illness can 
be preventable if people are 
taking the proper precau-
tions,” Kabour said. “Those 
in high-risk groups should 
be especially mindful.”

These steps should be 
taken:

• Stay hydrated. Talk to 
your doctor about guide-
lines for staying hydrated 
if you have heart disease. 
Some people with certain 
cardiovascular conditions 
are sensitive to fluid intake.

• Exercise safely. Exer-
cise is important for people 
with heart disease, but make 
sure to play it safe. Move 
your workout to a cool 
indoor environment. Alter-
natively, exercise outdoors 
early in the morning or later 
in the day, when it’s likely 
to be cooler.

• Dress smart. Wear 
lightweight and light-
colored clothing. Protect 
yourself from sunburn 
with a hat, sunglasses and 
sunscreen.

• Keep taking medica-
tions. If you have concerns 
about how your heart medi-
cations will interact with 
heat, talk to your doctor.

“Knowledge and aware-
ness go a long way in keep-
ing yourself and your heart 
safe during hot weather,” 
Kabour said. “We hope 
everyone can take care and 
enjoy the warm months.”
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Hacker wins 
Mighty 4s 

feature race
BY KEVIN PASSON

Editor-in-Chief

Lucas Hacker was the 
only Shawano driver to 
collect the checkered flag 
in a feature race Aug. 24 at 
the Shawano Speedway.

Hacker won the 15-lap 
Mighty 4s feature after 
starting on the pole. He 
was followed by Dal-
ton Nelson of Shawano 
and Tanner Westphal of 
Clintonville in second and 
third, respectively.

Westphal won the first 
heat, and Hacker won the 
second.

In the IMCA modifieds 
feature, it was Marcus Ya-
rie of Wausau crossing the 
line first. Konnor Wilinski 
of Seymour placed second, 
with Mike Schmidt of Sha-
wano in third.

The first heat was 
won by Trevor Spaulding 
of Greenville, while the 
second heat was won by 
Kevin Feck of Wausau.

Tim Jorgenson of Sey-
mour captured the IMCA 
sport modifieds feature 
win after starting fourth. 
Jeffrey Teske of Sha-
wano grabbed second, and 
Tommy Rindt of Shawano 
was third.

The heats were won 
by Jorgenson and Charles 
Hoffman of Gresham.

New London’s Justin 
Ritchie won the dirt late 
models feature. Bonduel’s 
Nick Anvelink placed sec-
ond, and Mosinee’s Andy 
Karl was third.

Shawano’s Troy Spring-
born finished in first place 
in the first heat, and Anve-
link won the second heat.

Nick Michonski of 
Embarrass won the IMCA 

stock cars feature, mov-
ing up five spots from 
his starting position. 
Shawano’s Trent Nolan 
moved up 10 spots to place 
in second, and Shiocton’s 
Dylan Stedjee moved up 
one position to finish in 
third place.

Shawn Wagner of Lena 
won the first heat, Michon-
ski won the second, and 
Stedjee claimed the third 
heat checkered flag.

Shawano’s Jordan Bartz 
leads in the modifieds 
point standings with 518, 
just 12 in front of Schmidt’s 
506.

In the sport modifieds, 
it’s Teske on top with 522, 
followed by Rindt with 
476.

Hortonville’s Jordan 
Barkholtz leads the dirt 
late models with 569 
points. He is trailed by 
Abrams’ Ron Berna with 
559 and Karl’s 552.

Nolan’s 372 leads stock 
car drivers, with Horton-
ville’s Travis VanStraten 
in second place with 361 
and Oconto Falls’ Kyle 
Frederick in third with 
356. Marion’s Dan Michon-
ski is in fourth place with 
350 points, just 22 off the 
leader.

In the Mighty 4s, it’s is 
Nelson on top with 536, 
followed by Clintonville’s 
Brad Wedde with 523.

The championship night 
will be Aug. 31 during the 
Shawano County Fair.

Hot laps begin at 5:30 
p.m., with racing beginning 
at 6 p.m. Admission is $12 
for those 17 and older, $6 
for those 12-16 and free for 
children 11 and younger.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

Shawano’s Jordan Bartz (12) battles with Sheboygan Falls’ Austin Winkel (88) in the IMCA modifieds feature race Aug. 24 at the Shawano Speedway. Marcus Yarie of Wausau crossed the finish line first. Konnor Wilinski of Seymour placed 
second, with Mike Schmidt of Shawano in third. In the point standings, it’s Bartz in the lead with 518, just a dozen points ahead of Schmidt.						                 BACKCOUNTRY CAPTURES

Lucas Hacker was the only Shawano driver to collect the checkered flag in a feature race Aug. 24 at the Shawano Speedway. Hacker won the 15-lap Mighty 
4s feature after starting on the pole. He was followed by Dalton Nelson of Shawano and Tanner Westphal of Clintonville in second and third, respectively.
Westphal won the first heat, and Hacker won the second.						               BACKCOUNTRY CAPTURES

Tim Jorgenson of Seymour captured the IMCA sport modifieds feature win after starting fourth. Jeffrey Teske of Shawano grabbed second, and Tommy Rindt 
of Shawano was third. The heats were won by Jorgenson and Charles Hoffman of Gresham.			             BACKCOUNTRY CAPTURES
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Bonduel, Oconto Falls win 
cross-county games

Shawano 
comes from 
behind for 

victory
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Aug. 23
Bonduel 28, Witten-

berg-Birnamwood 19
The Bears won their 

season opener 28-19 over 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood.

Bonduel was scheduled 
to travel to Coleman on 
Aug. 29, while the Char-
gers are set to host Toma-
hawk on Aug. 30.

Oconto Falls 46
Oconto 8
Oconto Falls scored all 

of its 46 points in the first 
half as they routed Oconto 
46-8 on the opening night 
of the 2024 season.

Isaac Bramer scored 
on a six-yard run and a 
20-yard run, each followed 
by successful two-point 
conversions, to put Oconto 
Falls up 16-0 in the first 
quarter. But, the Panthers 
weren’t done yet. Wyatt 
Laughrin ran it in from 33 
yards, and Emerich Skar-
ban ran it in from one yard 
out that put Oconto Falls 
up 32-0 as the first quarter 
ended.

In the second quarter, 
Bramer ran for a 49-yard 
TD, while Laughrin scored 
on a 53-yard punt return. 
Oconto Falls led 46-0 at 
the half.

Oconto’s only score 
came in the third quarter.

Skarban completed 2-of-

3 for 11 yards.
Bramer carried the ball 

eight times for 114 yards, 
while Laughrin carried 
twice for 75 yards.

Cole Bozlie caught two 

passes for 11 yards.
The Panthers were 

scheduled to host Peshtigo 
on Aug. 29.

Oconomowoc 42
Pulaski 7

The Red Raiders trailed 
from the start, finally scor-
ing its only points in the 
fourth quarter as Pulaski 
lost 42-7 to Oconomowoc 
at home.

The Raccoons scored 21 
points in the first quarter 
and seven points in each 
of the other three stanzas. 
Pulaski’s TD came on an 
18-yard run with 1:29 re-
maining in the game.

Ethan Schmidt com-
pleted one pass out of 10 
attempts and ran eight 
times for 23 yards to lead 
Pulaski.

Pulaski is set to travel to 
Hortonville on Aug. 30.

Shawano 26
Denmark 13
Shawano came from be-

hind in the fourth quarter 
to win the season home 
opener 26-13 over Denmark 
in nonconference action.

The Hawks led 6-0 after 
a Jerzy Brocker 97-yard 
run in the first quarter. The 

two-point conversion was 
unsuccessful.

Each team ran the ball 
in for a touchdown in the 
second quarter and missed 
both extra point kicks. 
Shawano remained on top 
12-6 at the half.

A third quarter touch-
down and successful extra 
point kick put Denmark on 
top 13-12.

In the final quarter, 
Shawano scored on a 
seven-yard pass and a 
five-yard run. On the first 
TD, Shawano converted 
the two-point conversion; 
however, the extra point 
kick was missed on the 
second touchdown.

Shawano was scheduled 
to travel to Wrightstown 
on Aug. 29.

Wittenberg-Birnamwood and Bonduel face off at the scrimmage line during the Aug. 23 season opener for both teams in Bonduel. The Bears won 28-19.
BELLA ROBERTS

Bonduel senior Colin Fischer carries the ball against Wittenberg-Birnamwood on Aug. 23.	                    BELLA ROBERTS

Wittenberg-Birnamwood’s Bryson Schmid (10) carries the ball and hopes to 
round the corner and get past Bonduel’s Evan Wilcox in the Aug. 23 season 
opener for both teams.			           BELLA ROBERTS

Bonduel senior Cade Johnson cocks his arm as he prepares to launch the ball 
downfield against the Wittenberg-Birnamwood Chargers. The Bears won 
28-19.					              BELLA ROBERTS
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Hawks tennis team goes 2-4 in season opener
BY NEW MEDIA STAFF

Bay Port Invite
Aug. 19-20
Shawano Community 

High School’s girls tennis 
team started their season 
with a two-day, six-match 
invite in the Green Bay 
area. On Aug. 19, the 
Hawks started out 2-1, then 
fell 0-3 on Aug. 20.

In its division, Shawano 
played against Green Bay 
Preble, Howards Grove, 
Menominee (Michigan), 
Eau Claire Regis, Onalaska 
Luther and New Rich-
mond. Eleven other teams 
competed in two other 
divisions. The new Hawks 
tennis team played 16 play-
ers over the two days. Top 
performers for the two 
days were Rachael Carroll, 
who went 4-1 at singles and 
1-0 at doubles, and Ireland 
Setterman, who was 2-2 at 
singles and 1-1 at doubles.

Aug. 19 
Green Bay Preble 4
Shawano 3 
Carroll, playing at No. 2 

singles, won 6-1, 6-3. Also 
winning at singles were 
No. 3 player Hadley Rettke 
6-1, 6-3, and No. 4 Laney 
Rich 6-4, 6-1.

Ireland Setterman 
lost 6-2, 4-6, 10-4 at No. 1 
singles.

Losing in doubles 
were the No. 1 team of 
Olivia Dobratz and Claire 
Weiland 6-3, 6-2; the No. 
2 team of Madison Miller 
and Lana Owens 6-1, 6-1; 
and the No. 3 duo of Ava 

Hoffman and Harper 
Rettke 6-3, 6-4.

Shawano 5
Menominee 2 
The Hawks won all 

singles matches, with three 
of the four wins taking 
three sets. Carroll, at No. 1, 
won 2-6, 6-1, 11-9. Setter-
man, at No. 2, won 6-2, 
3-6, 10-8. Hoffman won at 
No. 3 by scores of 7-6 (5), 
2-6, 11-9; and Amelia Belter 
won at No. 4 by scores of 
6-3, 6-2.

Miller and Owens won 
at No. 3 doubles 6-1, 6-2.

The two losses at 
doubles were from No. 
1’s Hadley Rettke and 
Rich 6-4, 6-3, and No. 2’s 
Dobratz and Weiland 2-6, 
6-1, 10-5.

Shawano 4
Howards Grove 3
Shawano won two 

singles matches and two 
doubles matches.

Hadley Rettke won 6-4, 
6-4 at No. 1 singles, and 
Dobratz won 6-0, 6-2 at 
No. 4.

Carroll and Setterman 
teamed up at No. 1 doubles 
and won 6-2, 4-6, 10-3, 
while Miller and Owens 
won 6-1, 2-6, 10-7. Coming 
up short were No. 2 singles 
player Rich at 6-2, 6-3; No. 
3 singles player Weiland 
at 6-2, 6-1; and the No. 3 
duo of Harper Rettke and 
Morgan Strebel at 5-7, 6-4, 
10-3.

Aug. 20
Onalaska Luther 6
Shawano 1
Shawano’s only win 

came from Carroll at No. 
2 singles by scores of 6-1, 
6-0. Setterman, Hadley 
Rettke and Rich all lost 
their singles matches. 
Losses at doubles were 
recorded by Weiland and 
Dobratz at No. 1, Owens 
and Miller at No. 2 and 
Caroline Bergman and 
Belter at No. 3.

Eau Claire Regis 6
Shawano 1
The Hawks’ sole vic-

tory was from Setterman 
winning 6-3, 6-4 at No. 2 
singles. Carroll, Hadley 
Rettke and Rich lost in 
singles play.

Losing in doubles play 
were the duos of Dobratz 
and Weiland, Miller and 
Owens, and Chloe Gilling 
and Bergman.

New Richmond 6
Shawano 1
In what was all too 

common of a pattern, 
Shawano only managed 
one win in this match. This 
time it Carroll winning at 
No. 1 singles.

Rich, Bergman and 
Belter lost their singles 
matches. Losing at doubles 
were Setterman and 
Hadley Rettke by scores of 
6-1, 4-6, 10-3; Weiland and 
Dobratz; and Ruby Onesti 
and Jaelyn Hietpas.

Aug. 19
Pulaski’s girls tennis 

team easily defeated its 
three opponents Aug. 19 at 
Appleton West.

The Red Raiders 
downed the host school 6-1 
and then shut out Apple-

ton East and Kaukauna by 
7-0 scores.

Pulaski 6
Appleton West 1
Against Appleton West, 

Pulaski won three of the 
four singles matches. Ruth 
Krause, at No. 1, won 6-1,6-
1; No. 2 Aubrie Schluessler 
won 6-4, 6-1; and No. 4 
Anna Krause won 6-7 (3), 
7-5 , 11-9.

Appleton West’s Ella 
Reetz beat Pulaski’s Isa-
bella Skalecki, No. 3, 6-2, 
6-7 (7), 10-5.

The Red Raiders won 
all of the doubles matches.

At No. 1, Alyssa Eggert 
and Addison Heezen won 
7-6 (4), 6-1; No. 2 Ayla 

Groteluschen and Linde 
Lemerond won 6-2, 6-0; 
and the No. 3 duo of Hailey 
Jansen and Gretchen Rot-
tier won 6-2, 6-1.

Pulaski 7
Appleton East 0
The Red Raiders had an 

even easier time against 
Appleton East, losing only 
three singles games and 
one doubles game.

Ruth Krause defeated 
Aubrie Erickson 6-1, 6-1. 
Schluessler won 6-0, 6-0, 
and Skalecki won 6-0, 6-0. 
Anna Krause won 6-0, 6-1.

In doubles, it was Eg-
gert and Heezen winning 
6-0, 6-1. Winning by 6-0, 
6-0 shutouts were Grotel-

uschen and Lemerond at 
No. 2 and Jansen and Rot-
tier at No. 3.

Pulaski 7, Kaukauna 0
It was more of the 

same against Kaukauna, 
although there were a few 
more lost games.

Ruth Krause defeated 
Ali VandeHey 6-1, 6-2, 
while Schluessler won 
6-3, 6-1. Skalecki won in a 
6-0, 6-0 shutout, and Anna 
Krause was victorious in 
identical 6-2, 6-2 sets.

Eggert and Heezen had 
little trouble in their 6-1, 
6-0 victory. Groteluschen 
and Lemerond won with 
two 6-0 sets, and Jansen 
and Rottier won 6-1, 6-0.

Eggert, Shawano win
at home golf meet

Bay Conference Mini-
Meet #3

Aug. 22
Sophia Eggert tied as 

the medalist with a 43 as 
Shawano won the Bay 
Conference Mini-Meet 
#4 at Shawano Lake Golf 
Course on Aug. 22.

The Hawks shot a 190, 
while Bonduel carded a 
256 for seventh place.

Also scoring for Shawa-
no were Lily Glysch with a 
45, Madilyn Moesch with a 

47 and Delanie Kunze with 
a 55.

Bonduel was led by 
Morgan Staszak’s 59. Also 
contributing were Paige 
Wolf at 62, Hailey Spates 
at 63 and and Leah Court 
at 72. Quinn Hartlaben 
scored a 73.

Bay Conference Mini-
Meet #2

Aug. 20
Sophia Eggert was the 

medalist with a score of 37 
as Shawano golfers took 

first place at Vernon Hills 
Golf Course in Oconto.

The Hawks scored 180, 
followed by Seymour with 
183.

Heart of the Valley 
Metro Championship

Aug. 19
Shawano golfers placed 

third out of 18 teams at 
the Hearth of the Valley 
Championship at High 
Cliff Golf Course on Aug. 

GOLF, CONTINUED ON PAGE 20
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19. The Hawks scored 
165 and tied Appleton 
North and Kaukauna 2. 
Kaukauna 1 won with a 
147, followed by Kimberly 

1 with a 164.
Sophia Eggert and Lily 

Glysch won in a playoff 
to take third as a team in 
a three team-two person 

scramble/best ball. 
They scored a 75, there 

strokes behind two other 
duos who each scored a 
72.

GOLF, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

BABA Grand Championship set for Sept. 1
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

The Little Falls Loggers 
will travel to the Scan-
dinavia Vikings on Sept. 
1 to compete in the 78th 
Badger Amateur Baseball 
Association Grand Cham-
pionship Game.

Little Falls beat Eland 
7-5 in 12 innings on Aug. 25 

to advance, and Scandina-
via beat Clintonville 14-1 to 
host the title game.

Little Falls 7, Eland 5
Chris Dunn was the 

winning pitcher, lasting 11 
innings. He struck out 10, 
walked four, gave up eight 
hits and five run. In one 
inning of relief and earning 
the save was Kyle Finger. 

He walked one batter.
For the Loggers, Kal 

Fischer hit 2-for-6, Kasey 
Morgan was 2-for-6, Cam 
Gruenwald was 3-for-6, 
Carter Kurki hit 2-for-5, 
and Jenner Gullixon hit 
1-for-4.

Eland’s Dylan Trigg 
pitched first six innings, 
striking out one, walking 

three, and giving up four 
hits and three runs. Tyler 
Nelson pitched the other 
six innings, striking out 
five, walking three, and 
allowing six hits and four 
runs.

Top hitters for Eland 
were Tyler Nelson 2-for-6, 
Jacob Ligenza 3-for-7, Ryan 
Richter 1-for-6, Payton 

Flees 3-for-5 with a double, 
and Joe Buss 1-for-6.

Scandinavia 14
Clintonville 1
Ben Lee was the win-

ning pitcher, while Jaden 
Doornink took the loss in 
this lopsided game.

Braden Hunkins set the 
pace for the Vikings by hit-
ting 2-for-2 with a pair of 

home runs and three RBIs. 
Lee hit 2-for-3 with a home 
run and two RBIs. Logan 
Moe connected on 2-of-5 
including a triple and three 
RBIs.

Clintonville hitters 
included Hunter Vollmer 
2-for-5, Brock Smejkal 
1-for-4 and Mitch Ebben 
1-for-4.

Send a cover letter describing your interest and 

writing/photography samples, if available, to city 

editor Lee Pulaski at lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com.

CORRESPONDENTSCORRESPONDENTS
NEW Media is looking for correspondents to help with every aspect of 
our information efforts. We’re looking for the following:

• NEWS CORRESPONDENTS: With limited staff to cover government 
meetings, community events and other things taking place in Shawano, 
Oconto and Menominee counties, we’re looking for people who like to 
track down news, write stories and take photos to keep locals informed. 
If you have the interest but not necessarily the skills to write stories, 
we can provide you with training through the Wisconsin Newspapers 
Association to help you learn how to be a top news hound.

• FEATURE CORRESPONDENTS: While hard news tends to dominate 
the papers, we occasionally get to showcase the brighter side of 
northeast Wisconsin, especially Shawano, Menominee and Oconto 
Counties. From incredible volunteers to brilliant authors and artists 
to theatrical productions and so much more, we want to show it all. 
Feature writers who are good at photography grab a lot of attention 
online and in print, and the area has plenty of talented people in the 
shadows that we hope to bring into the light.

• SPORTS CORRESPONDENTS: We’re looking for sports writers 
interested in covering games in Shawano, Menominee and Oconto 
counties. These correspondents might also be asked to cover things 
like college signings and player features. We cover more than a dozen 
high schools in the area, and writers who can report a game fairly and 
accurately while producing jaw-dropping action photos can go far 
with us.

Natural Resources Board 
approves elk plan

The Wisconsin Natural 
Resources Board (NRB) 
approved the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural 
Resources’ (DNR) 2024-34 
Elk Management Plan and 
the associated administra-
tive rule package.

The plan is intended to 
guide elk management at a 
statewide level to ensure 
a healthy, robust and 
sustainable elk population 
that provides ecologi-
cal, social, economic and 
cultural benefits while 
minimizing elk-human 
conflicts in Wisconsin.

The DNR and the 
Wisconsin Elk Advisory 
Committee, consisting of 
the DNR, Tribal Nations 
representatives, external 
agencies and stakeholders, 

developed the 2024-34 Elk 
Management Plan to align 
elk management strategies 
with the current state of 
Wisconsin’s elk popula-
tion, the interests of dif-
ferent user groups and the 
cultural significance elk 
provide.

The DNR collected 
and considered a variety 
of input throughout the 
development process.

Key updates to elk 
management in Wisconsin 
include:

– Managing the state-
wide elk population using 
an adaptive management 
approach.

– Renaming the man-
agement zones to include 
regional distinctions 
(Northern and Central).

– Creating one continu-
ous elk hunting season.

– Expanding the bound-
aries of the elk manage-
ment zones.

– Establishing elk 
hunting units within and 
adjacent to elk manage-
ment zones.

Wisconsin’s elk herds 
reside in northern (Ash-
land, Bayfield, Sawyer, 
Rusk and Price counties) 
and central Wisconsin 
(Jackson County). The 
state’s elk population is 
projected to reach more 
than 500 animals after this 
year’s calving season.

To view the elk plan 
or learn more about elk 
in Wisconsin, visit the 
DNR’s Elk Management 
webpage.

The Wisconsin Natural Resources Board approved the 2024-34 Elk Management Plan.		  JEFF MORDEN



FRIDAY, AUGUST 30, 2024  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE 21



PAGE 22  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, AUGUST 30, 2024



FRIDAY, AUGUST 30, 2024  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE 23

HHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSSHHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSS

ELIMINATE GUTTER
CLEANING FOREVER!

LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking

gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE

LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire

Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military

Discounts. 
Call 1-877-920-3533

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL
Can install a new, custom

bath or shower in as little as
one day. For a limited time,

we're cutting installation
costs in half & offering a
FREE safety upgrade!
Additional terms apply. 

Subject to change and vary
be dealer. Offer ends 3/31/24

1-833-224-4977 (WCAN)

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE:
QUEEN MATTRESSES

FROM $199 40 Styles on
Display! All Sizes Avail.

PlymouthFurnitureWI.com
2133 Eastern Ave Plymouth

WI 920-892-6006 Open Daily
(WCAN)

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES TODAY with a
GENERAC Home Standby

Generator. Act now to receive
a FREE 5-year warranty w/
qualifying purchase. Call 1-

877-626-1009 today to
schedule a free quote. it's not
just a generator. Its a power

move. (WCAN)

REPLACE YOUR ROOF
w/the best looking & longest
lasting material, steel from

Erie Metal Roofs! 3 Styles & 
multiple colors available.

Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer - up to

50% OFF Installation + Add'l
10% off install (for military,

health
workers & 1st responders) 

Call Erie Metal Roofs 
1-877-845-6606 (WCAN)

The bathroom of your
dreams in as 

little as 1 day. Limited Time
Offer - $1000 off or No

Payments & No 
Interest for 18 months for

customers who qualify. BCI
Bath & Shower. Many

options available. Quality 
materials & professional 

installation. Senior &
Military 

Discounts Available. Call
today! 1-877-651-1850

(WCAN)

THINKING ABOUT
INSTALLING A NEW
SHOWER? American

Standard makes it easy.
FREE design 

consultation. Enjoy your
shower again! Call 

1-844-479-1327 today to see
how you can save $1,000 on

installation, or visit
www.newshowerdeal.com/wc

p (WCAN)

MMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEEMMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE
DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO
SELL? .... GET RESULTS!
Affordable advertising that

fits your budget! Reach
OVER 300,000 homes! Place

your ad in MANY weekly
Wisconsin Shoppers &

Buyers' Guide papers for as
low as $36.00 Call today!

Publishers 
Development Service, Inc.
(PDS, Inc.) 1-920-922-4864

www.pdsadnet.com

WCAN (Wisconsin
Community Ad Network)

and/or the member 
publications review ads to

the best of their ability.
Unfortunately, many

unscrupulous people are
ready to take your money!
PLEASE BE CAREFUL

ANSWERING ANY AD THAT
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO

BE TRUE! For more
information, or to file a 

complaint regarding an ad,
please 

contact The Department of
Trade, Agriculture &

Consumer Protection 
1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

PPEETTSSPPEETTSS
American Eskimo/Shelti

Cross Pups Fluffy/Friendly
Dewormed $60 
715-223-4780

AUSSIE DOODLE PUPS
Shots/Worm/VetCk  Choc,

Merle & Parti $600-$800 715-
255-2661 (#269146)

CAVALIER KING CHARLES
PUPPIES Vet/wormed/shots

$300 715-223-0782
FOR SALE: ACA POODLE

Male 27 lb DOB 4-25-18
Proven Breeder or great pet
$250 Also Female Shiba Inu
pups Ready 4-24 Reserve

yours now $300 
715-773-1778

MINI BERNEDOODLE
PUPPIES Shots/Vet ckd.

Dews/wormed $375-$750 No
Sun Calls 715-409-3321

(495932) (WCAN)

Moyen Poodle Pups $450
Samoyed Pups $550 Ready
to go 715-409-0533

Older AUSSIE DOODLE
PUPS Shots/Worm/Vet Can
Deliver  $250  715-255-2661

(#269146)

PRETTY POM PUPPY F-
$380;  Yorkie  Pom Puppies

cute cuddly fluffy
socialized Males-$350, 1st

shots 715-229-2964

REG TOY POODLE PUPS
dews/shots/vet-chk'd/wormed

Non -Shed $400-$500
READY to go 715-536-0697
or 715-316-2522 (524892)

(WCAN)

REG YORKSHIRE TERRIER 
PUPPIES Vet

checked/wormed/dews,
Males $1000; Females

$1200 No Sun Calls 715-
409-3321 (495932) (WCAN)

VVeehhiicclleess..

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck,
boat, RV and more to support

our veterans! Schedule a
FAST, FREE vehicle pickup

and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran Car

Donations at 1-844-406-2647
today! (WCAN)

GET YOUR DEDUCTION
AHEAD OF THE YEAR-
END! Donate Your Car,

Truck or SUV to assist the
blind & visually impaired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost

vehicle pickup & secure a
generous year-end tax

credit. Call HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND today at! 
844-374-3067 (WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

CONNECT TO THE BEST
WIRELESS home Internet

with EarthLink. Enjoy speeds
from 5G & 4G LTE networks,

no contracts, easy
installation, & data plans up

to 300 GB. Call 
844-223-7265 (WCAN)

DENTAL INSURANCE.
From Physicians Mutual

Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus 

procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a

discount plan. Don't Wait!
Call now! Get your FREE

Dental
Information Kit with all the

details! 855-807-9516
www.dental50plus.com/wic
ommunity #6258 (WCAN)

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET
Get your favorite live TV,

sports, &
local channels. 99% signal

reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months.

HBO Max & Premium 
Channels included for 3 mos

(w/CHOICE Package or
higher) No 

annual contract, no hidden
fees! Some restrictions apply.

Call IVS 1-833-574-1746
(WCAN)

DIRECTV Sports Pack 3
Months on Us! Watch pro &
College sports LIVE. Plus

over 40 regional & specialty 
networks included. NFL,

College 
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL,

Golf & more. Some
restrictions apply 
Call DIRECTV 

1-888-925-9452 (WCAN)

DON'T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!

Discover the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned about a

fall or wants to regain access
to their entire home. Call

AmeriGlide today! 
1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

Get DISH Satellite TV &
Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus
limited Time Up to $600 in

Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-844-897-8523 (WCAN)

HughesNet Satellite
Internet: 25 mbps starting at
$49.99/mo! Get More Data,
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST
download speeds. Wifi built

in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease 

customers! Limited Time Call
1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

MobileHelp, America's
Premier 

Mobile Medical Alert
System. Whether you're

home or away, for safety and
Peace of Mind. No Long

Term Contracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today! 1-855-

491-0732 (WCAN)

STROKE &
CARDIOVASCULAR

disease are leading causes
of death, according to the

AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION. Screening

can provide peace of mind or
early detection! 

Contact Life Line Screening
to 

schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings

for just $149! Call 
1-888-675-5048 (WCAN)

SWITCH & SAVE UP TO
$250/YEAR on your talk, text

& data. No contract & no
hidden fees. Unlimited talk &
text with flexible data plans.

Premium 
nationwide coverage. 100%

U.S. based customer service.
For more info, call 

1-844-883-1477 (WCAN)

UP TO $15,000 OF
GUARANTEED LIFE

INSURANCE! No medical
exam or health questions.
Cash to help pay funeral &
other final expenses. Call

Physicians Life Insurance
Company 844-433-5898 or

visit www.Life55plus.info/wcp
(WCAN)

VVaaccaattiioonn//
LLaakkee  PPrrooppeerrttyy

WESLEY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC Timeshare

Cancellation Experts Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare
debt & fees cancelled in

2019. Get FREE
informational package &

learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! FREE 

consultations. Over 450
positive 
reviews. 

CALL 844-374-2565
(WCAN)

FFFFAARRMM//LLIIVVEESSTTOOCCKKAARRMM//LLIIVVEESSTTOOCCKK

FRITZ BARN PAINTING
Rusty Roofs, Metal bldings

Free Est 608-221-3510 
920-821-6311

VVeehhiicclleess..

Turn Trash Into
Cash with the
CC LL AA SS SS II FF II EE DD SS

AAPPAAPPAARRAARR TTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXXTTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXX

1330 E Lieg Ave
2 bedrooms

Great location
Parking avail.

Starting at $775 + deposit
Pete 715-218-5731
1350 E  Lieg Ave
Beautiful recently
Fully Remodeled

2 bedrooms
Great loc. Garage avail.

Starting at  $795 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

445 Humphrey Cr. 
Beautiful

Fully Remodeled
1 or 2 Bedroom

Convenient location
Garage Available

Starting at $715 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

FIND 
WHAT 
YOU
NEED
IInn  TThhee

CCllaassssiiffiieeddss

715-526-6188

Apartment For
Rent?

AAddvveerrttiissee  IItt  
WWiitthh  UUss!!

Dial
715-526-6188
to advertise here
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PUBLIC RECORD

SHAWANO POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Aug. 25
Officers responded to 21 

incidents, including assisting 
with a fire on East Division 
Street; welfare check at 
Peace United Church of 
Christ, 208 E. Maurer St.; 
burglary on Alpine Drive; 
warrant arrest on East Lieg 
Avenue; neglected animal 
at Walmart, 1244 E. Green 
Bay St.; found property on 
Green Bay Court; reckless 
driving on West Green Bay 
Street; traffic hazard on East 
Green Bay Street; neglected 
animals on East Maurer 
Street; found property at 
Qualheim’s True Value, 1345 
E. Green Bay St.; custodial 
interference on West Fifth 
Street.
Aug. 24

Officers responded to 17 
incidents, including vehicle 
crash at Culver’s, 1220 E. 
Green Bay St.; vehicle crash 
with property damage on 
Eberlein Park Drive; property 
theft on South Union Street; 
welfare check on South Main 
Street.
Aug. 23

Officers responded 
to 18 incidents, including 
operating without a license 
on South Fairview Avenue; 
welfare check on South Main 
Street; welfare check at an 
undisclosed location; vehicle 

theft on South Washington 
Street; identity theft on East 
Lieg Avenue.
Aug. 22

Officers responded to 26 
incidents, including noise 
at Sturgeon Park, 811 S. 
Water St.; traffic hazard at 
McDonald’s, 1202 E. Green 
Bay St.; hit-and-run on East 
Green Bay Street; warrant 
attempt on South Union 
Street; welfare check at 
McDonald’s, 1202 E. Green 
Bay St.; found property at 
Naberhood Plaza, 214 S. 
Main St.; fraud on Alpine 
Drive; welfare check on 
Estates Lane; reckless 
driving on South Main Street; 
two drug calls at undisclosed 
locations; fraud at the 
Shawano Police Department, 
125 S. Sawyer St.; two 
juvenile problem calls on 
South Main Street; reckless 
driving on East Stevens 
Street; welfare check at an 
undisclosed location.
Aug. 21

Officers responded 
to 19 incidents, including 
two noise complaints at 
Sturgeon Park, 811 S. Water 
St.; juvenile problem at an 
undisclosed location; found 
property at Walgreens, 401 
E. Green Bay St.; welfare 
check at Taco Bell, 1266 E. 
Green Bay St.
Aug. 20

Officers responded to 26 

incidents, including welfare 
check on East Richmond 
Street; noise at Sturgeon 
Park, 811 S. Water St.; found 
property on East Richmond 
Street; assisting the fire 
department on South Main 
Street; property theft 
at Cellcom, 511 N. Main 
St.; internet sex crime at 
Shawano Police Department, 
125 S. Sawyer St.; welfare 
check on South Lincoln 
Street; reckless driving 
on Prospect Circle; traffic 
hazard at McDonald’s, 1202 
E. Green Bay St.; vandalism 
at Walmart, 1244 E. Green 
Bay St.
Aug. 19

Officers responded to 25 
incidents, including property 
damage on East Richmond 
Street; welfare check 
on South Lincoln Street; 
vehicle crash on South Main 
Street; two welfare checks 
at undisclosed locations; 
traffic hazard on South Main 
Street; hit-and-run on South 
Washington Street; reckless 
driving at Domino’s, 704 
E. Green Bay St.; assisting 
the fire department on East 
Center Street.

SHAWANO 
COUNTY SHERIFF’S 

DEPARTMENT
Aug. 25

Deputies responded to 
29 incidents, including noise 
on Campground Road in the 

Town of Seneca; assisting 
with a fire on East Division 
Street in Shawano; operating 
without a license on state 
Highway 47 in the Town of 
Lessor; seven 911 calls; two 
reckless driving incidents; 
one traffic hazard; three 
crashes.
Aug. 24

Deputies responded to 27 
incidents, including a vehicle 
fire on Cypress Road in the 
Town of Richmond; warrant 
on state Highway 29 in 
Bonduel; six 911 calls; three 
reckless driving incidents; 
two welfare checks; one 
crash.
Aug. 23

Deputies responded 
to 25 incidents, including 
operating while intoxicated 
on Curt Black Road in the 
Town of Wescott; property 
theft on state Highway 47-
55 in the Town of Wescott; 
warrant attempt at the U.S. 
Post Office, 101 W. Vinal St., 
Wittenberg; lost property on 
Swan Acre Drive in the Town 
of Washington; fireworks on 
County Road Y in the Town 
of Belle Plaine; vehicle fire 
on Slab City Road in the 
Town of Hartland; one 911 
call; three reckless driving 
incidents; one welfare check; 
one traffic hazard; one crash 
involving deer.
Aug. 22

Deputies responded 

to 38 incidents, including 
operating without a license 
on state Highway 47-55 
in the Town of Wescott; 
warrant at Menominee 
Tribal Jail, W3272 Wolf River 
Road, Keshena; soliciting on 
County Road CC in the Town 
of Waukechon; soliciting 
on Rolling Hills Drive in 
the Town of Belle Plaine; 
warrant on East Green Bay 
Street in Bonduel; operating 
while intoxicated on Loon 
Lake Circle in the Town of 
Wescott; operating without 
a license on Lake Drive in 
the Town of Wescott; five 
911 calls; six reckless driving 
incidents; three traffic 
hazards; one welfare check; 
two crashes.
Aug. 21

Deputies responded 
to 32 incidents, including 
operating while intoxicated 
on state Highway 29 in the 
Town of Wittenberg; fraud 
on Witt-Birn Townline Road 
in the Town of Wittenberg; 
fraud at the U.S. Post Office, 
N4805 State Highway 32 
in the Town of Angelica; 
noise on Slate Avenue in 
Mattoon; repossession on 
County Road MMM in the 
Town of Richmond; scam on 
Witt-Morr Townline Road 
in the Town of Wittenberg; 
property theft on Valley 
Road in the Town of 
Hutchins; repossession on 

Maple Street in Birnamwood; 
trespassing on Witt-Birn 
Townline Road in the Town 
of Wittenberg; two 911 
calls; two reckless driving 
incidents; three crashes, one 
involving deer.
Aug. 20

Deputies responded 
to 25 incidents, including 
property theft on Grand 
Street in Tigerton; criminal 
damage at Kwik Trip, 102 
W. Express Way, Bonduel; 
criminal damage on Willow 
Road; ATV problem on La 
Fuente Court in the Town 
of Angelica; one 911 call; 
five disabled vehicles; two 
reckless driving incidents; 
one traffic hazard; one 
welfare check; one crash.
Aug. 19

Deputies responded to 
29 incidents, including noise 
on South Cecil Street in 
Shawano; fight in progress 
on Pine Street in Eland; scam 
on Lessor-Navarino Road in 
the Town of Navarino; scam 
on East Green Bay Street in 
Bonduel; operating without a 
license on state Highway 22 
in the Town of Washington; 
fireworks on Maple Street in 
Birnamwood; ATV problem 
on Highview Road in 
Gresham; three 911 calls; two 
traffic hazards; two reckless 
driving incidents.
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‘Earth to Emily’ has 
many twists and turns

When I selected “Earth 
to Emily,” I didn’t notice 
that it was the second in 
Pamela Fagan Hutchins’ 
Emily Bernal series.

Emily Bernal grew up 
very close to her rodeo 
riding father and devoted 
mother. Things were near 
perfect until her father 
simply disappeared. Due 
to her riding skills, Emily 
secured a college schol-
arship. She married, but 
that imploded when her 
now ex-husband an-
nounced that he was leav-
ing her for another man.

Broke and confused, 
Emily was forced to 
return to Amarillo and 
move in with her mother. 
She has a job as a para-
legal for the devastat-
ingly handsome lawyer, 
Jack Holden. She’s got a 
serious crush on Jack, but 
he is ambivalent. Later, 
we learn that he lost his 
wife and children in a 
car-bombing meant to kill 
him.

About six months ago, 
Emily helped rescue little 
Betsy from a human traf-
ficking ring. Ever since, 
she has been working 
toward adopting the little 
girl but has lots of hoops 
to go through before she 
has a chance.

It is mid-December 
bitter cold when Emily 
is asked to help find two 
teens who have run away 
from a CPS foster home. 
She and Jack head for the 
nearest Love Truck Stop 
knowing the kids would 
be trying to hitch a ride. 
Just as they arrive, they 
hear gunshots. A trucker 
has been killed.

In the chaos, Emily 
spots the teens, but they 
refuse to let her help. 
They do accept her busi-
ness card then disappear 
into the blizzard. Later, 
they call Emily, asking 
for her help. She picks 
them up and drives to the 
hanger where Jack stores 
his plane.

She says they are her 
friends and need a ride to 
New Mexico. He knows 
the teens witnessed the 

trucker’s murder and 
can’t think of any better 
way to keep them safe. So, 
he takes the kids along to 
his family ranch in rural 
New Mexico.

There they meet 
Mickey and Laura. The 
couple asks no questions 
and agrees to let them 
stay for the week while 
he and Emily sort out the 
next steps.

One of Jack’s current 
clients is charged with 
assaulting an officer but 
swears he didn’t do it. 
When Jack’s custom-made 
saddle appears in the 
man’s resale shop, Jack 
gets to the truth. Alan 
recently inherited the 
business and discovered 
that his late father was 
being forced to buy and 
sell stolen goods. When 
he refused, he was beaten 
and warned that his fam-
ily would be hurt next.

As Jack probes pos-
sible connections with 
the police, Emily blunders 
into the case and nar-
rowly escapes with the 
license number of the 
delivery truck. Dancers 
have been disappearing 
from a local hot spot, but 
the police don’t seem 
interested. So, when one 
of the women asks Emily 
to meet her, she agrees. 
But when she gets there, 
the woman is dead and 
Emily is questioned by 
a police officer she has 
had previous unpleasant 

encounters with. She and 
Jack agree that this is no 
coincidence.

As they piece together 
the trucker’s death and 
the stolen goods issue, 
Emily and Jack find too 
many connections to 
ignore. As much as they 
need help, they don’t 
know which cops they 
can trust. When Jack and 
Emily return to the ranch, 
the teens have disap-
peared. Using horses and 
Mickey’s amazing track-
ing talent, they arrive at 
an abandoned mine.

That leads to the 
climactic confrontation 
with the killer behind it 
all, Emily and Jack get a 
chance to talk, she learns 
the truth about her fa-
ther’s disappearance, and 
Jack makes a surprise pro-
posal. I’m sure book three 
will include even more 
adventures for Emily, Jack 
and their extended family.

AT A GLANCE
BOOK: Earth to Emily (Emily Bernal, 

Book 2)
AUTHOR: Pamela Fagan Hutchins
PUBLISHER: SkipJack Publishing
YEAR PUBLISHED: 2015
NUMBER OF PAGES: 290

Jan JonesJan Jones
ColumnistColumnist
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OBITUARIES
Lois Blank

Lois Dorothy (Pas-
suello) Blank, 86, formerly 
of Birnamwood, died on 
Wednesday, May 22, 2024, 
in Owosso, Michigan, in 
her beautiful apartment 
at Oliver Woods Assisted 
Living Facility. Her family 
and beloved cats, Kitty-
Kitty and Squirt, were at 
her bedside before her 
passing.

Lois was born in 
Birnamwood on June 
19, 1937, the daughter of 
Victor and Leona Sophie 
(Kelm) Passuello. She 
graduated from Birnam-
wood High School in 1955. 
She grew up on a suc-
cessful dairy farm where 
she learned how to work 
hard and long hours; she 

continued working doing 
something, all the time, 
into her 80s.

In her younger years, 
Lois moved to Rhinelander 
and took a job at Twist 
Drill and was often found 

enjoying rabbit hunting 
with her two beagles, 
Scamp and Tramp. She 
met Richard William Blank 
in Rhinelander, and on 
May 4, 1974, they mar-
ried. The couple recently 
celebrated 50 years of 
marriage.

The family moved to 
Haslett, Michigan, after 
they married, where Lois 
joined Haslett Public 
Schools as a custodian and 
cafeteria aide. She had 
many friends and retired 
from the school system.

Upon retirement, she 
moved back to Birnam-
wood and helped run and 
maintain the Blank-A-
T-Blank Christmas Tree 
Farm. She was known for 

making beautiful wreaths 
during the Christmas 
season.

Anyone who knew 
Lois understood she had 
a passion for hunting. She 
loved to deer hunt using a 
bow, gun and eventually a 
crossbow. She also enjoyed 
turkey and rabbit hunt-
ing. In her earlier years, 
one could also find her 
enjoying some fishing, too. 
Hunting and fishing were 
sports Richard and Lois 
loved doing together.

Lois gave back to her 
community. She was a 
member of the American 
Legion Auxiliary Darling 
Gunderson Post 341. She 
was also a member of the 
Lions Club, Birnamwood 

Bow Hunters’ Course, 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
and a favorite bingo club.

Lois is survived by her 
husband, Richard; two 
daughters, Dana Blank of 
Ovid, Michigan, and Beth 
(Tim) Walter of New Lon-
don, North Carolina; two 
granddaughters, Katrina 
(Melvin) Bartlett of Battle 
Creek, Michigan, and 
Alyssa Tefft of Kannapolis, 
North Carolina; and three 
feline family members.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents; 
sister, Betty Dobratz; and 
many beloved friends and 
extended family members.

Funeral services will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Saturday, 
Aug. 31, 2024, at Trinity 

Lutheran Church, Birnam-
wood. Jim Hartleben will 
officiate. Burial will be in 
Forest Cemetery with a 
luncheon to follow at Lois’ 
favorite restaurant, Chet 
and Emil’s. Visitation will 
be held from 10 a.m. until 
the time of service at the 
church.

Schmidt and Schulta 
Funeral Home, Birnam-
wood, is assisting the 
family with arrangements. 
Memories and messages of 
support may be shared at 
SchmidtSchulta.com.

Memorials may be 
made to the Women’s Aux-
iliary of American Legion 
Post 341, W17515 Church 
Road, Birnamwood, WI 
54414.

Dennis Karcz

Dennis Karcz, a de-
voted husband, father, 
brother, grandfather and 
great-grandfather, passed 
away peacefully on Aug. 
20, 2024. The son of Peter 
and Esther (Nowak) Karcz 
was born on May 3, 1947, in 
Green Bay.

On Nov. 8, 1969, he 
married Linda Robaidek at 
Assumption BVM Church. 
Dennis worked in the 
financial loan industry, as-
sisting farmers and small 
businesses in northeast-
ern Wisconsin. A lifelong 
dairy farmer himself, 
Dennis was passionate 
about his work and took 
great pride in his crops 
and animals. Rain showers 

that nourished his corn 
and soybean crops always 
brought a smile to his 
face. He loved the smell 
of fresh-cut alfalfa and the 
satisfaction of turning dirt 

over after a successfully 
harvested crop.

Beyond his farming pur-
suits, Dennis was a dedi-
cated Wisconsin sports 
fan and a keen observer of 
college basketball, which 
prepared him for March 
Madness. He cherished 
the time he spent with his 
family sharing stories and 
creating lasting memories. 
He always wanted to know 
what was happening with 
his kids, what activities or 
life events the grandkids 
were involved in, or how 
his great-grandson was 
doing. He truly enjoyed 
playing cards with family 
and especially the card 
group of friends.

A lifelong learner, Den-
nis enjoyed reading finan-
cial newspapers, watching 
the markets and listening 
to financial analysts. His 
chair was always within 
reach of his notes, let-
ters, papers and company 
prospectuses.

He leaves behind his 
beloved wife of 54 years, 
Linda; three children: 
Todd (Lisa) Karcz, Chadd 
(Nikkie) Karcz and Joelle 
(Kurt) Holewinski; his 
grandchildren: Katelyn 
(fiancé Ross Smith) Karcz, 
Peter (fiancée Emery 
Podowicz) Karcz, Amber 
(Liam) Lee, Cole (fiancée 
Olivia Hammerschmidt) 
Karcz, Cade Karcz, Julia 

Burdeau, Danika Holewin-
ski and Dixon Holewinski; 
a great-grandson, Jamison 
Oliver; siblings: Dewey 
(Elaine) Karcz, Bonnie 
Chlopek, Darlene (Craig) 
Garbrecht, Shirley (Pat) 
Kapla and Janice (Terry) 
Cayemberg; sisters-in-
law: Robyn Karcz, Judy 
(Robert) Dombrowski, 
Janet Robaidek; and many 
nieces, nephews, and other 
family.

In addition to his par-
ents, Peter and Esther, he 
was preceded in death by 
a brother, Gary Karcz Sr.; 
brothers-in-law: Charlie 
Chlopek, Mike Sikorski, 
Wayne Robaidek and Al-
vin Robaidek.

The funeral Mass was 
celebrated at Assumption 
BVM Church, Pulaski, 
on Aug. 27, with the Rev. 
James Vacco, O.F.M., pre-
siding. Burial followed in 
the parish cemetery.

The family would like 
to extend a heartfelt thank 
you to the entire St. Vin-
cent ICU staff.

Online condolences 
may be offered to the 
Karcz family at www.mar-
nochafuneralhome.com or 
on the Marnocha Funeral 
Home Facebook page.

Dennis will be deeply 
missed by all who knew 
him. His legacy of hard 
work, dedication and love 
for his family will live on.

Lila I. Postler

Lila Irene Postler, 83, 
died Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, 
at Pine Crest Nursing Home 
in Merrill.

She was born Feb. 19, 
1941, in Shawano to the late 
Albert and Irene (Mon-
toure) Shroeder.

She met the love of her 
life, Perry Postler, at a dance 
in Tilleda. They married 
Oct. 15, 1960, at St. Jacobi 
Lutheran Church in Sha-
wano, treasuring 60 years 
of marriage. Perry preceded 
her in death on Dec. 29, 
2019.

Lila had seven siblings 
and growing up enjoyed 
time spent at the cottage on 
Shawano Lake and a cabin 
in the woods. Lila and her 
sister Darlene had a band 
in their younger years. Lila 
was a talented woman who 
played accordion, harmoni-
ca, organ and piano.

Lila worked at A & W 

and the bank. Following 
her marriage to Perry, she 
became a housewife. Lila 
enjoyed life, she loved her 
wildlife and birds, travel-
ing, motorcycling, dirt 
biking, four-wheeling, cake 
decorating, crafts, hunt-
ing and fishing. She loved 
gardening and going to 
the family cottage up by 
Mountain.

Lila had a strong faith, 

and her family was very 
important to her, along with 
her two dogs, Maddie and 
Babe.

Lila was a member of 
Peace Lutheran Church.

Her survivors include a 
daughter, Terrylynn (Bill) 
Thom of Gleason; a son, 
Troy (Teresa) Postler of 
Antigo; step-grandchildren, 
Jason of Antigo, Brad of 
Georgia, Lisa of Summit 
Lake, Joshua of Colorado; 
two brothers, Dennis and 
Gene Schroeder; a sister, 
Darlene Drake; and many 
nieces and nephews.

Lila was preceded in 
death by her husband, Per-
ry; parents; two brothers, 
Lawrence and Al Schroeder; 
and a sister, Betty Stiebs.

In honor of Lila’s 
wishes, no services will 
be held. Burial will take 
place in Forest Cemetery in 
Birnamwood.

Send a cover letter describing your interest and 

writing/photography samples, if available, to city 

editor Lee Pulaski at lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com.

CORRESPONDENTSCORRESPONDENTS
NEW Media is looking for correspondents to help with every aspect of 
our information efforts. We’re looking for the following:

• NEWS CORRESPONDENTS: With limited staff to cover government 
meetings, community events and other things taking place in Shawano, 
Oconto and Menominee counties, we’re looking for people who like to 
track down news, write stories and take photos to keep locals informed. 
If you have the interest but not necessarily the skills to write stories, 
we can provide you with training through the Wisconsin Newspapers 
Association to help you learn how to be a top news hound.

• FEATURE CORRESPONDENTS: While hard news tends to dominate 
the papers, we occasionally get to showcase the brighter side of 
northeast Wisconsin, especially Shawano, Menominee and Oconto 
Counties. From incredible volunteers to brilliant authors and artists 
to theatrical productions and so much more, we want to show it all. 
Feature writers who are good at photography grab a lot of attention 
online and in print, and the area has plenty of talented people in the 
shadows that we hope to bring into the light.

• SPORTS CORRESPONDENTS: We’re looking for sports writers 
interested in covering games in Shawano, Menominee and Oconto 
counties. These correspondents might also be asked to cover things 
like college signings and player features. We cover more than a dozen 
high schools in the area, and writers who can report a game fairly and 
accurately while producing jaw-dropping action photos can go far 
with us.

WANNA BE A FOOD COLUMNIST?

To offer your services or for more 
information, email city editor Lee 

Pulaski at lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

There’s one thing we all have in common. We all love food. Most of us like to try new 
things, and collecting recipes is a favorite thing to do for many.

NEW Media is seeking someone who likes to talk about food, share recipes and 
take photos of the delicious dishes. The food columnist would be featured in all of 

NEW Media’s newspapers once or twice a month. Columns would 
be 400-500 words providing information about the food, 
whether historical, healthy or personal info, plus one or 

more recipes and high-resolution photos of the finished 
recipes. Food stories have been very popular in 
our publications and online, so here’s the chance 
to get yourself and your recipes noticed.
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I know of something 
amazing that should be in 
the newspaper! I should 

drop them a line at
news@newmedia-wi.com
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