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Oconto Falls High School Principal Stuart Russ welcomes seniors, families and friends to the 2024 commencement exercises. Russ was announced March 11 as the next superin-
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tendent of the Oconto Falls School District.

Stuart Russ tabbed as new

Oconto Falls superintendent

OFHS principal has administrative experience in Shawano, Witt-Birn

BY WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

Oconto Falls High School Principal
Stuart Russ has been chosen as the school
district’s next superintendent.

The school board announced March 11
that Russ, now in his second year as princi-
pal at OFHS, will succeed Dean Hess, who
is retiring at the end of June after 10 years at
the helm.

Russ started his teaching career in the
Luxemburg-Casco School District, moving
to the Rosendale-Brandon School District
and then entering administration as an
assistant principal at Shawano Community
High School. He was principal of Witten-
berg-Birnamwood High School before tak-
ing the post at OFHS in 2023.

He and Lena Superintendent Ben Py-
tleski were called back for final interviews
with the board March 10. The board met in
closed session to make the decision after its

INSIDE

Early voting underway for April 1
spring election.
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“Stuart's multifaceted experience, coupled with his recent
tenure as the Oconto Falls High School principal, make him

well-positioned to lead our district into the future.”
Clint Gardebrecht, Oconto Falls School Board president

regular monthly meeting that evening.

“Stuart’s multifaceted experience,
coupled with his recent tenure as the
Oconto Falls High School principal, make
him well-positioned to lead our district into
the future,” said Clint Gardebrecht. board
president. “His collaborative approach and
demonstrated leadership skills will advance
our long history of excellence in education.”

In a news release, the board said it em-
ployed a consensus-based selection process,
facilitated by the executive search firm
McPherson and Jacobson LLC.

“The process included significant input
from students, staff and community mem-

bers during earlier phases of the search,”
the announcement read. “This collaborative
approach helped identify the best candidate
to lead the district into the future. We are
incredibly grateful for the community’s par-
ticipation and the expertise of McPherson
and Jacobson.”

The board also cited Russ’ “dedication to
student well-being, his commitment to fos-
tering inclusive learning environments, and
his proven ability to collaborate effectively
with staff and community members” as fac-
tors in his selection.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

Driver in
fatal crash
ruled not

competent

Oct. 25 hit-and-run
crash killed a retired
Green Bay police
detective

BY NEW MEDIA STAFF

A Gillett man who was arrested Oct.
28 in Arkansas after allegedly fleeing the
scene of a fatal ATV accident in Oconto
County has been found not competent to
assist in his own defense at this time.

After a review of an examiner’s report,
Oconto County Judge Jay Conley ruled
that Obilio Tomas Sargento Roblero, 32,
currently is not competent but is likely to
become competent within the statutory
time line of one year. The case involves
a crash involving Roblero’s vehicle and a
stalled UTV on Oct. 25 that took the life
of Thomas Roberts, 60, a retired Green
Bay police detective.

Conley scheduled a review of the case
for June 16.

The crash occurred around 7 p.m. Oct.
25 on Shawano Line Road at Nelson Road
in the Town of Gillett. According to the
criminal complaint, Roberts had stopped
to help two other people whose UTV had
broken down along the road.

Witnesses said Roberts hooked up the
disabled vehicle with a tow strap and had

DRIVER, CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

OBILIO TOMAS SARGENTO ROBLERO
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Early voting underway for April 1 spring election

Ballot contains races for state Supreme Court and superintendent; six town chair slots contested

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Six races for town
chairman in Oconto Coun-
ty are on local ballots as
early voting begins for the
April 1 general election.

Municipal boards and
councils are being chosen
across the county, although
most candidates are running
unopposed. Two statewide
races and a state referen-
dum question are also on
the ballot. Early voting
began March 18 and will
continue until March 28.

Among the contested
races, Little River Town
Chairman Thomas Portier
is being challenged by
Randy Hahn.

Little Suamico Town
Chairman Dale Mohr is
being challenged by Frank
Nowak in a rematch of the
2022 spring election. Little
Suamico is also expanding
its town board from three
members to five, includ-
ing the chair. Six people
are running for the four
available slots, including
incumbents Liz Paape and
Tracey Krumrei, as well
as David E. Primly, Penny
Helmle, Dan Herzberg and
Nowak.

Incumbent Mountain
Town Chairman Lindor
“Skip” Maletke faces Town
Board Supervisor Brenda
Carey-Mielke. They were
the top two vote-getters in
a Feb. xx primary.

In the Town of Oconto
Falls, Town Chairman
Dave Alsteen faces a chal-
lenge from Robert Wolf.

And in the Town of
Underhill, Town Chairman
Peter Vorpahl is chal-
lenged by Mark Winkler.

A race is also on for
town chairperson in the
Town of Lakewood, where
Scott Van Laanen chose
not to run for re-election.
Mike Musil and Kevin L.
Ballangee will square off in
April.

In several communities
where incumbents decided
not to run, only a single
candidate stepped forward
for a town chairmanship.

Those include the
Town of Bagley, where
Tom Bauer is running
to succeed Town Chair-
man Greg Lechleitner; the
Town of How, where Ken
Holmes is unopposed to
succeed William Bartz Jr.
as chair; and the Town of
Maple Valley, where Su-
pervisor Mike Beyer is the
only candidate to replace
Town Chairman Russel
Brock.

In the Town of Pen-
saukee, Town Clerk Jackie
Nelis is not on the ballot,
and Trudie Chico is the sole
candidate to succeed her.

Voters are asked to
make a choice in a handful
of other local races.

In Gillett, Alderper-
son Irene Drake is chal-
lenged by Keri Hicks,
while incumbents Ashley
VanStraten and Jerry Lu-
ther are unopposed.

In Oconto, there are
seven candidates for
four positions on the city
council — incumbent Bob
LeBreck along with Kim
Bronikowski, Rob Gunner
Daul, Mike Feldt, Violet
McFadden Hornick, Casey
Sowle and Wibble Sowle.

Among local school
boards, the biggest changes
are expected in Gillett,

A sign directs voters to the polling place inside Oconto Falls City Hall in this undated photograph.

where longtime Treasurer
CIliff Gerbers and President
Jamie Young opted not to
run for another term on
the seven-person board.
Incumbent Robin Ban-
aszynski is on the ballot
along with newcomers Lo-
rie Beyer, Tonia Kruschke
and Trisha Ondik. The top
three will earn three-year
terms on the board.
Voters in the Suring
Area School District are
being asked to approve an

extension of the operation-
al referendum approved in
2020 that has allowed the
district to exceed state-
imposed revenue limits

by $900,000 per year. The
new question seeks a $1.5
million annual limit.

Two statewide races are
on the ballot along with a
constitutional referendum.
With the retirement of
Justice Ann Walsh Bradley,
two candidates — Su-
san Crawford and Brad

Suring School District faces
operational

Question extends, increases previously approved referendum

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

In addition to choosing
state and local elected of-
ficials, voters in the Suring
Area School District are
being asked to approve an
extension of the operation-
al referendum approved in
2020 that has allowed the
district to exceed state-
imposed revenue limits
by $900,000 per year. The
new question seeks a $1.5
million annual limit.

Since 1993, the state of
Wisconsin has put a cap
on the amount of revenue
that a school district can
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receive from the state and
from local property tax-
payers. The Suring School
Board approved the $1.5
million resolution Jan. 8
in the wake of inflationary
pressures that have arisen
since the last referendum
passed five years ago.

The new five-year
resolution asks, “Shall the
School Board of Suring
Public School District be
authorized to exceed the
revenue limit under Section
121.91 of the Wisconsin
Statutes beginning with
the 2025-26 school year
through the 2029-30 school

Editor-in-chief
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year on a non-recurring
basis by an amount of
$1,500,000 each year for the
purpose of paying District
operations and mainte-
nance costs including up-
grades to elementary class-
room heating and cooling
systems as provided in the
foregoing resolution?”
Figures provided by
the school district indicate
that if the referendum
passes, the mill rate for
next year is projected to be
$4.59, which would mean
an increase of 7 cents per
$1,000 of property value.
Therefore, the owner of a
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referendum

property worth $100,000
would pay $459 in taxes,
which is up a total of $7
from this year’s taxes. If
the fair market value of a
property is $200,000, the
tax for next year would
be $990, up $14 from this
year’s taxes.

A video prepared for
the district by CESA 8
says Suring’s mill rate
would still be the lowest
in the area if the referen-
dum passes, comparing it
with White Lake, Niagara,
Peshtigo, Gillett, Bowler,
Coleman, Crivitz, Shawano
and Lena.
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Schimel — are running

for a 10-year term on the
Wisconsin Supreme Court.
Superintendent of Public
Instruction Jill Underly is
running for a second four-
year term against Brittany
Kinser.

The referendum asks
whether the state’s Voter
ID Law should be en-
shrined in the state con-
stitution. The question is,
“Shall section 1Im of Article
III of the constitution be
created to require that vot-
ers present valid photo-
graphic identification veri-
fying their identity to vote
in any election, subject to
exceptions which may be
established by law?”

Polls will be open from
7 a.m. to 8 p.m. April ], or
voters may contact their
municipal clerk for an ab-
sentee ballot or to cast an
absentee ballot in person.

The written application

FILE | NEW MEDIA

must include your voting
address within the munici-
pality where you wish to
vote; the address where
the absentee ballot should
be sent, if different from
the voting address; your
signature; and a copy of
your photo identification.

The deadline for sub-
mitting an absentee ballot
application is March 27,
and the last day to vote
an absentee ballot in the
clerk’s office is 5 p.m.
March 28. By state law no
in-person absentee vot-
ing may occur on the day
before the election.

The municipal clerk
will deliver voted absen-
tee ballots returned on or
before Election Day to the
proper polling place or
counting location before
the polls close on April 1.
Any ballots received after
the polls close will not be
counted.

DRIVER, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

just climbed back into his
own ATV when Roblero’s
SUV struck him.

Roblero fled the scene
on foot after the crash, the
complaint said. Deputies
conducted an extensive
search of the area, includ-
ing the suspect’s home in
Gillett and the dairy farm
where he worked but were
unable to locate him that
night.

It was later learned
that he called his wife the
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next morning and told
her he was on his way
back to Mexico and that
she should also leave the
country, according to the
complaint, but she report-
edly told him she wanted
to stay in Gillett.

Roblero was located
and arrested at a hotel in
Jacksonville, Arkansas.
He was brought back to
Oconto County, where he
remains jailed in lieu of $1
million cash bond.
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Work to begin on Columbia Street this week

Project aims to be finished before 2025-26 school year starts

By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

Spring officially began
at 4:01 a.m. March 20,
also marking the start of
construction season in
Wisconsin. In Oconto
Falls, the reconstruction of
Columbia Street is getting
underway.

Utilities manager Greg
Kuhn told the city council
March 11 that both con-
tractors were planning to
mobilize this week setting
up barriers and getting
equipment in place to start

work on March 24.

Information about the
project has been posted
on Facebook and the
cityofocontofalls.com
website, Kuhn said. The
web presence is part of a
concerted effort to inform
the community about plans
to rebuild the street from
Chestnut Street to North
Farm Road and County
Road I

Dorner Inc. of Green
Bay is the main contractor
on the project. The scope
of work involves the com-
plete reconstruction of the

street including pavement,
water mains, and sanitary
and storm sewers, along
with sidewalks along one
side of the street, which
will lead to three schools
once the new Oconto Falls
Middle School is complet-
ed next year.

The effort also includes
reconstruction of a sewer
lift station by Advance
Construction of Howard.

The early start is af-
fected by the city’s Aug.
29 deadline to complete
the work in time for the
2025-26 academic year and

the opening of the middle
school.

Workers expect to work
beginning on the west
end of the project, where
Columbia Street intersects
with Chestnut and Union
avenues. During the work,
traffic will be detoured
along Chestnut and Union,
which are part of state
Highway 22, as well as
South Main Street and
North Farm Road.

Kuhn said Oconto Falls
Municipal Services has
spent the last two months
verifying service along the

construction route.

“I haven’t spoken to a
homeowner or resident
on the street that isn’t
well-informed as to what’s
going on,” he said. “I don’t
think it would be a bad
idea to have some sort of
meeting once we get roll-
ing to see just if there’s any
interest from them, but I
think they’re all pretty well
understanding where we’re
going to start from.”

Alderperson Devin
Wirtz said neighbors asked
a lot of questions at a re-
cent informational session.

“It just seemed like
there was a lot more
involvement that last
meeting than there was in
previous street projects,”
Wirtz said.

The total cost of the
project is estimated
around $2.78 million. Part
of the cost is being paid
by the state Department
of Administration, with $1
million of federal funding
through the Community
Development Block Grant
program.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

City to address property issues during spring cleanup

Owners may face progressive fines if violations continue

By WARREN BKUHM
News Editor

The city of Oconto
Falls plans to address
properties that need im-
provement while it holds
its annual spring cleanup,
officials told the city coun-
cil at its regular monthly
meeting March 11.

The Recycle Center
on Pioneer Drive plans
to host spring cleanup
during regular operating

hours, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Tuesdays and Saturdays,
between April 15 and
April 26.

Items accepted include
yard waste, furniture
and appliances, with fees
charged for tires, appli-
ances with Freon, air
conditioners, refrigera-
tors and freezers.

The city also plans
to offer leaf pickup and
brush chipping starting
April 14 and continuing

through April 25. Resi-
dents are asked to place
leaves within 3 feet of the
curb.

The city plans to con-
tinue its “Beautify Oconto
Falls” efforts through May
15, City Administrator
Peter Wills said.

Potential issues
include inoperable or
unregistered vehicles
parked on a property for
30 days or more, debris,
garbage, brush, tree limbs,

appliances in a yard, un-
kempt trees or shrubs and
unmowed lawns, accord-
ing to a flyer distributed
by the city.

“We try to do this every
spring, and it’s the same
culprits every year,” Police
Chief Brad Olsen said.

Wills said the council
has armed city officials
with new tools to con-
vince property owners to
clean up, including the
potential for fines that

increase if there is no
improvement.

“That’s one of the
things from when we
passed the garbage ordi-
nance,” Wills said. “If we
have some of those that
we know are just chronic,
we’ve got a chronic sys-
tem to address that.”

The city plans to
review property condi-
tions such as roof issues
or problems with siding
or unsafe stairs, railings,

porches or decks. Viola-
tors can expect a letter
indicating the problem,
with a 30- to 60-day
notice to correct the
violations.

Understanding that
some repairs are costly,
the city says it will work
with property owners
on limited extensions to
correct more extensive
violations.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

Downtown bridge set to
be rehabbed in 2026

By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

The bridge over the
Oconto River in downtown
Oconto Falls is scheduled
for a makeover during the
summer of 2026.

City Administrator
Peter Wills told the city
council March 11 that
Oconto County recently
briefed the city’s fire, utili-
ties and street departments
about the plans.

“Next summer, the
bridge that connects what
we think of as Maple Street
to County Road CC is go-

ing to be worked on — one
lane at a time, so we’ll still
be able to utilize it,” Wills
said. “The bridge still will
be operable during the
work; they will be replac-
ing the concrete decking
and sounds like also doing
some utility work.”

From the county’s de-
scription, city and school
district officials don’t have
major issues or concerns
about getting vehicles such
as fire trucks, ambulances
or school buses from one
side of the river to the
other while the work is
performed, Wills said.

Utilities manager Greg
Kuhn said the county did
not have updated blue-
prints for the bridge, and
he is working on passing
that information along.

The project is expected
to take four to six weeks,
Wills said. On a question
from Council President
Ashley Bahrke, he con-
firmed that the county
plans to do the work after
the city’s annual Memorial
Day weekend celebration,
which includes a parade
over the bridge.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

College, schools strengthen
commitment to student success

The College of
Menominee Nation and
the Menominee Indian
School District signed a
memorandum of under-
standing signaling their
dedication to provid-
ing greater opportuni-
ties for their students
and strengthening the
Menominee community.

The two organizations
share many common val-
ues and concerns about
the long-term success of
the Menominee commu-
nity. Their memorandum

of understanding aims to
provide a mechanism for
the school district and
the college to develop a
partnership in education
that builds a community
for the future.

CMN President
Christopher Caldwell and
MISD Superintendent
Marcus Denny recognized
CMN chief academic of-
ficer Geraldine Sanapaw
and MISD high school
principal Kate Mikle for
their dedication to mak-
ing this partnership a

reality.

“We are here to af-
firm the strength of our
partnership and our
shared vision for provid-
ing students with the best
opportunities to thrive,
academically and profes-
sionally,” Sanapaw said.

“As we mark this
significant milestone in
our commitment to our
students’ futures, our col-
laboration with CMN has
blossomed into a power-
ful pathway into higher
education,” Mikle added.
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OCONTO COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

Proceedings of March 10

* Bond was set at $500
cash for Justin Allen Patch,
32, Lakewood, after he was
charged with battery and dis-
orderly conduct as a domestic
abuse repeater, in connection
with an incident that alleg-
edly occurred Feb. 28. Judge
Michael Judge adjourned his
initial appearance until April
24,

Proceedings of March 11

* Cassandra Ann Brad-
dock, 24, Keshena, pleaded
guilty to child neglect and
misdemeanor counts of pos-
session of THC and resisting
or obstructing an officer, in
connection with an incident
that occurred May 13, 2024.
Judge scheduled sentencing
for May 7 and ordered a pre-
sentence investigation.

* Taythin T. Inrasavongsa,
22, Little Suamico, waived his
right to a preliminary hearing
and pleaded not guilty to
taking and driving a vehicle
without consent, in connec-
tion with an incident that
allegedly occurred Aug. 29.

Judge scheduled a pre-trial
conference for May 22.

* Jacob J. Prochnow, 31,
Crivitz, waived his right to a
preliminary hearing and was
bound over on charges of
battery or threat to a law of-
ficer, throwing or discharging
bodily fluids at a public safety
worker or prosecutor, and
misdemeanor counts of op-
erating a motor vehicle while
intoxicated (second offense)
and resisting or obstructing
an officer, in connection with
an incident that allegedly
occurred Nov. 12. Judge Jay
Conley scheduled arraign-
ment for April 22.

* Jason W. Thielen, 49, Pu-
laski, waived his right to a pre-
liminary hearing and pleaded
not guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while intoxi-
cated (fifth or sixth offense)
in connection with an incident
that allegedly occurred Jan.
11. Judge scheduled a pre-trial
conference for May 22.

* Bond was set at $4,000
cash for Tiffany L. Cham-
pagne, 30, Pound, after she
was charged with possession

of methamphetamine, two
counts of felony bail jumping
and misdemeanor posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia, in
connection with an incident
that allegedly occurred March
10. Her initial appearance was
adjourned until April 28. She
is also charged with posses-
sion of methamphetamine,
maintaining a drug trafficking
place, two counts of felony
bail jumping, and misdemean-
or counts of possession of an
illegally obtained prescription
and possession of drug para-
phernalia, in connection with
an incident that allegedly oc-
curred Feb. 18, as well as pos-
session of methamphetamine,
misdemeanor possession

of drug paraphernalia, and
three misdemeanor counts

of possession of an illegally
obtained prescription, in con-
nection with an incident that
allegedly occurred Jan. 21.

Proceedings of March 12

= A bench warrant was
issued for Alex V. Koebach,
34, Cecil, after he failed to
appear for a pre-trial confer-

ence on charges of battery

or threat to a law officer,
throwing or discharging
bodily fluids at a public safety
worker, and misdemeanor
counts of criminal damage to
property, two counts of disor-
derly conduct and two counts
of resisting or obstructing an
officer, in connection with an
incident that allegedly oc-
curred Dec. 28.

Proceedings of March 13

* A bench warrant was is-
sued for Charlene Lynn Lowry,
44, Oconto, after she failed
to appear for a hearingon a
charge of driving or operating
a vehicle without consent, in
connection with an incident
that allegedly occurred Dec.
16.

* Kimberly Ann Alm,
54, Lena, pleaded guilty to
a misdemeanor count of
resisting or obstructing an
officer, in connection with
an incident that occurred
Jan. 30. The charge was
amended from a felony in a
plea agreement. Judge with-
held sentencing and placed

OCONTO COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT

March 13

Deputies responded to 48
incidents, including a wanted
person near U.S. Highway 141
and Benser Lane in the Town
of Lena, attempted fraud on
Wild Rose Lane in the Town
of Chase, fire on Goatsville
Road in the Town of Spruce;
suspicious activity on West
Highland Drive in the Town of
Oconto Falls, on Hayes Road
in the Town of How and near
County Roads V and H in the
Town of Underhill; six traffic
stops, three traffic hazards,
two traffic offenses, one
citizen assist, three miscel-
laneous traffic incidents,
four welfare checks; two 911
hangups and one open line;
two crashes, one involving a
turkey.
March 12

Deputies responded to 59
incidents, including trespass-
ing on state Highway 32 in
the Town of Breed, criminal
damage on Franks Lane in the
Town of Chase, a structure
fire on Glynn Road in the Town
of Oconto and subsequent
fire investigation, suspicious
activity on South Washington
Street in Oconto Falls, tres-
passing on state Highway 32
in the Town of Breed, 10 traffic
stops, one traffic hazard, five
traffic offenses, two citizen
assists, six miscellaneous
traffic incidents, four welfare
checks; three 911 hangups;
one ambulance call; three
crashes, two involving deer.
March 11

Deputies responded to 47
incidents, including internet

fraud on Hoganwood Circle
in the Town of Little Suamico,
drugs at an undisclosed loca-
tion, harassment on Hayes
Road in the Town of How, a
wanted person on County
Road VV in the Town of
Underhill, suspicious activ-
ity near Frog Pond Road and
Tadpole Lane in the Town
of Oconto, a disturbance on
Logan Road in the Town of
Breed, two traffic stops, one
traffic hazard, three traffic
offenses, one citizen assist,
four miscellaneous traffic
incidents, one welfare check;
one 911 hangup and one open
line; two ambulance calls; two
crashes, one involving deer.
March 10

Deputies responded to 42
incidents, including a distur-
bance on Main Street in the
Town of Abrams, suspicious
activity on County Road VV in
the Town of Underhill, criminal
damage on County Road W in
the Town of Mountain, suspi-
cious activity near Smyth Road
in the Town of Lakewood, fraud
on Main Lane in the Town of
Mountain, lewd and lascivi-
ous behavior on Sheep Ranch
Road in the Town of Doty, an
animal bite on South Rosera
Street in Lena, theft on Sand
Bar Way in the Town of Little
Suamico, suspicious activity on
Woodlawn Avenue in Gillett,
one traffic hazard, one traffic
offense, one citizen assist,
two miscellaneous traffic
incidents, one welfare check;
one 911 hangup and two open
lines; two ambulance calls; one
crash.

March 9

Deputies responded to
50 incidents, including a
disturbance on Manor Drive
in Suring, property damage on
Little Dove Lane in the Town
of Little Suamico, a missing
person on Adams Street in
Oconto, disturbances on Lake
Street in the Town of Little
Suamico and on Arnston Lane
in the Town of Riverview, an
animal bite on Poppy Lane in
the Town of Little Suamico,
suspicious activity on Allen
Road in the Town of Little
Suamico and near County
Road J and Airport Road in the
Town of Oconto; a fire control
burn on County Road D in the
Town of Abrams; 13 traffic
stops, four traffic offenses,
three miscellaneous traffic
incidents, two welfare checks;
three open-line calls; one
ambulance call; four crashes,
all involving deer.
March 8

Deputies responded to 41
incidents, including a fire near
state Highway 32 and Valley
View Road in the Town of
Townsend, a death investiga-
tion in the Town of Mountain;
a fire control burn on County
Road R in the Town of How;
1 traffic stops, one traffic
hazard, five traffic offenses,
one citizen assist, two miscel-
laneous traffic incidents, one
welfare check; two open-line
911 calls; two crashes.
March 7

Deputies responded to
62 incidents, including fraud
on Nero Lane in the Town of
Little Suamico, suspicious

news

Find the latest local

and sports at

newmedia-wi.com

activity on Main Street in
Oconto; identity theft on
Wilderness Trail in the Town
of Abrams, threatening on
Arbutus Avenue in Oconto,
burglary on County Road
VV in the Town of Underhill,
suspicious activity on County
Road S in the Town of Little
River, a disturbance on Oak
Avenue in Gillett, a wanted

her on one year of probation
with conditions.

= A Sept. 9-10 jury trial
was scheduled for Tyler C.
Spice, 38, Lena, on charges of
strangulation and suffocation
and misdemeanor disorderly
conduct, in connection with
an incident that allegedly oc-
curred June 16, 2024. Conley
scheduled a final pre-trial
conference for Aug. 22.

= A Sept. 9-10 jury trial
was scheduled for Kurtis Lee
Peters, 28, Keshena, who
pleaded not guilty to armed
robbery, first-degree reck-
lessly endangering safety
and false imprisonment, in
connection with an incident
that occurred Sept. 13. Conley
scheduled a bail/bond confer-
ence for March 20 and a final
pre-trial conference for Aug.
22.

= Kayla Lynn Harris, 29,
Oconto, pleaded not guilty to
battery or threat to a law of-
ficer and misdemeanor counts
of resisting or obstructing an
officer, criminal damage to
property and disorderly con-
duct, in connection with an in-

person on Club House Lane
in the Town of Lakewood, a
disturbance on East Frontage
Road in the Town of Abrams,
suspicious activity on Lucas
Road in the Town of Stiles, a
noise disturbance on North
Center Street in Suring, fire
control burns on Logtown
Road in the Town of Oconto,
Union Lane in the Town of

cident that allegedly occurred
Jan. 1, as well as felony bail
jumping and a misdemeanor
count of disorderly conduct,
in connection with an incident
that allegedly occurred Jan.
28. Conley scheduled a pre-
trial conference for May 22.

= Robert T. Vorpahl, 47,
Abrams, waived his right to
a preliminary hearing and
pleaded not guilty to felony
bail jumping in connection
with an incident that allegedly
occurred Jan. 7. Vorpahl is
also charged with stalking in
connection with an incident
that allegedly occurred Dec.
23. Conley scheduled a pre-
trial conference in both cases
for May 22.

= Bernie J. Cudnohosky, 77,
Pound, waived his right to a
preliminary hearing and was
bound over for a sex offender
registry violation that alleg-
edly occurred Aug. 2, and fail-
ure to provide information as
a sex offender, in connection
with an incident that alleg-
edly occurred Dec. 27. Conley
scheduled arraignment for
April 24.

Little Suamico, Peshtigo Brook
Road in Suring, Messenger
Road in the Town of Oconto
Falls and East Brown Road in
the Town of Little Suamico;

17 traffic stops, five traffic
offenses, two citizen assists,
one miscellaneous traffic
incident; four 911 hangups and
one open line; one ambulance
call; one crash.
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Wind, dry weather mean increased wildfire risk

Spring wildfire season
is here, and the Wisconsin
Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) is urging
the public to check fire
danger before conducting
outdoor burning activities.

Nearly 170 wildfires
have burned more than
450 acres already this year,
according to the DNR, four
times more than a typical
year at this time.

Dry weather and gusty
winds lead to the potential
for increased wildfire ac-
tivity. Burn permit suspen-
sions will be in effect in
several southern and cen-
tral Wisconsin counties.

Fire officials anticipate
the fire danger will be on
an upward swing over the

coming weeks until there
is significant precipitation.
With the onset of the
spring fire season and the
forecasted conditions,
fire officials have begun
staffing fire equipment
throughout Wisconsin. Ar-
eas are especially vulner-
able after the snow cover
melts and prior to vegeta-
tion greening up. Northern
Wisconsin still has linger-
ing snow in the woods but
it is rapidly melting with
the warmer temperatures.
The main cause of
wildfires this time of year
is burning brush and leaf
piles, and debris burning
continues to be the num-
ber one cause of wildfires
in Wisconsin.

Burning permits are re-
quired in DNR Protection
Areas anytime the ground
is not completely snow-
covered. Permit holders
are authorized to burn veg-
etative materials, such as
leaves, brush and needles,
and are designed so that
burning is done safely
with minimal wildfire risk.
Permits are free and can be
obtained online or by call-
ing 888-947-2876.

Once a burn permit has
been obtained, the individ-
ual must call or go online
after 9 a.m. on the day of
the planned burn to check
daily burn restrictions,
such as the legal burning
hours, size limitations or if
burning has been sus-

Check conditions before you burn - debris burning continues to be the num-

ber one cause of wildfires in Wisconsin.

pended for the day. Small
campfires for warming or
cooking do not require a
burning permit.

Some areas of the state
are not regulated by the

WISCONSIN DNR

DNR so it’s important to
check with local municipal
or fire department offi-
cials for any ordinances or
other burning restrictions.
Sparks from recre-

ational equipment, camp-
fires and hot ashes from
fireplaces are also contrib-
uting fire causes. Smolder-
ing embers can remain
hot for days, even weeks.
If using a wood stove or
fireplace, empty the ashes
into a metal container with
a tight-fitting lid or dump
them onto bare soil. Then,
drown the ashes with
water and stir until the em-
bers are completely cold.

The same goes for
campfires, burn barrels
and burned leaf and brush
piles. Before leaving the
area, drown the ashes, stir
and keep adding water
until all heat and smoke is
gone.

Rec center won't be impacted by Washington turmoil

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

The turmoil in Washing-
ton, D.C., over federal funds
being frozen and restarted
is not expected to impact
the city of Shawano when it
breaks ground on renovat-
ing and expanding its recre-
ation center this summer.

According to City
Administrator Eddie Shep-
pard, some concerns were
expressed about whether
the $4.25 million Flexible
Facilities grant would still
be coming to Shawano, even
though the state issued the

grant. It came about after
the state added some word-
ing to the final agreement
signed recently.

“They added some lan-
guage into the state agree-
ment, which is basically that
the state doesn’t hold these
funds,” he said. “They’re
actually held by the (U.S.)
Treasury. They added some
protection language for
themselves. Our agree-
ment is with the state. They
administer the program. We
then do the project. They
submit to the treasury and
then are reimbursed.”

Sheppard said the city

checked with other mu-
nicipalities receiving funds
this year from the Flexible
Facilities program to gauge
if the federal upheaval was
giving them indigestion, too.
He said that the officials he
has spoken with are moving
forward on their own proj-
ects, because they have not
received any notification
from the state that the funds
won’t actually materialize.
“We feel good that this
is really just legal language
that they felt they needed to
add to protect themselves,”
Sheppard said to the Sha-
wano Common Council on
March 12. “There has been
no indication from the state
or any other grant recipients

that funds are actually in
jeopardy, but since there
was a change from when we
signed the draft agreement
to now signing the final
agreement, we wanted to
bring that to your attention.”

City Attorney Keith
Steckbauer supported
Sheppard’s statements,
noting that he also serves as
attorney for the city of New
London, which recently
received a $3.9 million Flex-
ible Facilities grant to build
a new library.

“They had the same
concerns, because, if you
have to front that cost, that’s
a bad thing,” Steckbauer
said. “What I did was look
at a list of all (federal) pro-

grams, the last known list
of what was on the table ...
there were 2,600 programs
that were cut. Fortunately
for us, these monies are
held by the Department of
Treasury. This is not one of
the agencies that has been
getting a lot of attention. It’s
not homeland security, and
it’s not some of the other
agencies that have been get-
ting a lot of publicity.”
Steckbauer said there
was still risk involved, be-
cause the state was saying,
“We’re going to give you
this money — if we get it.”
“That’s the risk, but
that’s always been the case,
Steckbauer said, noting
the situation is similar in

”»

every state where there are
improvement funds.

Mayor Bruce Milavitz
noted that he was in Wash-
ington the day after the
executive order went out on
freezing federal funds, and
he was able to sit down with
congressional officials.

“I can tell you with no
hesitation whatsoever is
that on the chopping block
were the grants that were
already awarded,” Milavitz
said. “The take at Wash-
ington’s level, from what I
understand, is they thought
it was the state level turning
it into a political football.
They were genuinely sur-
prised that it was brought
up by many communities.”

Master planning proposals

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-Chief

A dozen firms were
expected to offer proposals
for design services master
planning of county facilities
as Shawano County of-
ficials continue their quest
to potentially build a new
courthouse and justice cen-
ter, along with other facility
improvements.

Proposals were due
Sept. 17, and the public
property committee was
scheduled to meet Sept. 20

to review them.

The master planning
process is being coordi-
nated by Kurt Berner of The
Samuels Group.

Berner told the com-
mittee March 13 he will put
together a summary of each
proposal for the commit-
tee to review March 20.
Members were scheduled
to review the proposals and
then decide which ones to
interview at a special April
1 meeting, which is likely be
held in closed session.

“We would bring you a

summary of all of the pro-
posals with comparisons of
who’s including what, fees,
allocation of that,” he said.

The proposals from the
design firms include master
planning services related
to the county’s government
offices, courts, court of-
fices, sheriff’s office, jail and
library.

The Samuels Group will
then work with county of-
ficials to:

¢ Determine costs of de-
sign services for each phase
of the design process.

reviewed

e Provide a fair and
objective evaluation of pro-
posals received from design
firms.

¢ Collect information
necessary for the evalua-
tion of competitive propos-
als submitted by qualified
design firms.

e Select a professional
design firm acceptable
to the county to provide
design services for pro-
gramming and schematic
design phases of design for
renovations to the current
campus.
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Homeschoolers performing arts turns 20

Wolf River performing ‘The
Little Mermaid' in April

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

It might be traditional for celebrat-
ing 20 years of something with china
or porcelain, but the Wolf River Home-
schoolers are opting to go with seaweed
to praise its longstanding performing arts
program.

Every spring, the homeschooling group
brings together its families to perform a
show for area audiences, and this year, the
group is presenting “The Little Mermaid.”
Originally a Danish fairy tale created
by Hans Christian Andersen, the story
focuses on Ariel, a mermaid who longs
to be with a man who lives on land. To
make this happen, Ariel makes a deal with
a sea witch to replace her fins with legs,
and as long as she can get a kiss from her
beloved within three days, despite losing
her voice in the bargain, she can remain
on land forever.

“The Little Mermaid” is one of the
homeschoolers’ mainstream shows, but
the group has also performed some more
obscure pieces over the years, including
“Willow Blues,” “Lady Pirates of Captain
Bree,” and “The Nifty Fifties.” Cheryl
Ritter, director for this year’s show, noted
that the shows are chosen for the amount
of children that take part in the show,
which for this year is 64.

“We started out with smaller ones
from Pioneer Drama, and then some
braver people than me started with MTI
shows,” Ritter said. “We have 64 kids this
year, so we basically doubled our cast
from last year.”

Picking “The Little Mermaid” seemed
ideal for a cast where the majority of stu-
dents performers are down in the lower
grades.

“We have a lot of little kids,” Ritter
said. “It’s really hard to pick a show that
you can have 15 little boys and 15 little
girls. The bulk of our group is under 11,
which is why we did ‘Seussical’ a couple
of years ago.”

Joseph Kelliher, who plays the crazy
Chef Louie, noted that Ariel is a soul who
doesn’t fit in with everyone’s expecta-
tions, and that’s why she gets pushback
from her family and others.

“She has a fondness for the surface,
where the air and the land is,” Kelliher

ABOVE: Ariel, played by Taya Jannusch, smiles as she
hopes that dance lessons from Prince Eric, played by
Tristan Herro, might sway him to kiss her and make it
possible for her to live on land forever in a scene from
“The Little Mermaid." The musical, taking much of its
cues from the 1989 Disney film, is being performed by

the Wolf River Homeschoolers on April 3-6.
LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

RIGHT: Sebastian the crab, played by Wilhemina Herro,
left, reacts with surprise that the plans to bring Ariel
and Prince Eric together aren't working as Scuttle,
played by Aubree Wojta, looks on in a scene from “The
Little Mermaid.” LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

said. “So she’s constantly sneaking away
up there.”

Kelliher noted that the deal Ariel
strikes with Ursula is unfair because of

MERMAID, CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Specialist Adrian A. Yunk, an ammunition handler with Alpha Battery, Ist Battalion, 120th Field Artillery Regiment,
swims with his M4 training rifle (or “rubber duck”) as part of the combat water survival training event during the

Wisconsin Army National Guard State Best Warrior Competition at Fort McCoy on March 8.

EMILY E. HELD

Local soldier competes
for Best Warrior title

By EMILY E. HELD
Special to NEW Media

Specialist Adrian A. Yunk, of Shawano,
an ammunition handler with Alpha Bat-
tery, 1st Battalion, 120th Field Artillery
Regiment, competed along with 19 other
soldiers at Fort McCoy on March 6-9,
where they sought to be crowned winners
of the 2025 Wisconsin Army National
Guard State Best Warrior Competition.

The four-day competition tested the
soldiers on their proficiency in several
subjects including their physical and men-
tal stamina, as well as their knowledge of
military tactics and procedures.

The nine soldiers and 11 non-com-
missioned officers who participated in
the competition were evaluated on their
proficiency in a call-for-fire scenario, M4
rifle and M17 pistol qualification, day and

night land navigation, a written exam, an
appearance board, Army Warrior Tasks, a
12-mile ruck march, combat water survival
training, an obstacle course and the Army
Combat Fitness Test.

“We’re looking for the best overall, all-
around soldier,” said Command Sgt. Maj.
Duane Weyer, the state senior enlisted
leader for the Wisconsin Army National
Guard.

This competition doesn’t measure
who is the best at their job; it’s not about
who’s the best medic or the best engineer,
Weyer added.

Yunk works as an armored-car security
guard for his civilian job and enlisted in
the Wisconsin Army National Guard in
May 2023.

“For me, it’s a chance to represent my

WARRIOR, CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Natasha Selle displays some of the unique crystal pieces for sale in her shop, The Heart of Garnet Crystal Shop. The display case next to her shows some of
the many natural crystals she has for sale.

Business crystallizes
in downtown Shawano

Handmade jewelry business started in 2020 in Tigerton home

By LYNN ZAFFRANN
Correspondent

A variety of crystals and
hand-made jewelry cover
every inch of display space
in Natasha Selle’s inven-
tory at The Heart of Garnet
Crystal Shop in Shawano.

Selle, from Tigerton, is a
vibrant addition to Sha-
wano’s downtown shop-
ping district. She set up her
unique shop Feb. 14 in the
old State Farm Insurance
building at 207 S. Main St.

Among the crystals she
sells are rose quartz, am-
ethyst, carnelian and blue
celestite.

Many of her hand-made
natural crystal necklaces
sell for less than $15. She has
pendant necklaces for $10.
Her crystal keychains are
priced from $3-$5. Crystal
balls start at $10. Worry
stones and small carvings
start at $3.

Setting and keeping
prices affordable is a prior-
ity for Selle.

“Because I do everything
myself, I can offer good
prices,” she said. “It’s not all
about the money for me. I'm
big on having a price range
that everyone feels comfort-
able with.”

Selle said that she wants
to spread the abundance
and joy in what she does.

“I do giveaways of a dif-
ferent crystal every week,”
she said.

Customers can enter the
weekly drawings by filling
out entry slips in the store.
A large amethyst piece was
the giveaway recently.

In addition to the wide
variety of crystals, gem-
stones and jewelry pieces,

WHAT: Heart of Garnet

WHERE: 207 S. Main St., Shawano

WHEN: Noon-5 p.m. Sundays, 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednesdays and
Thursdays, and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Fridays and Saturdays. Hours
could expand during the summer.

ONLINE: Learn about daily hap-
penings at Heart of Garnet's
Facebook page.

the store also features larger
pieces that may be used as
home décor or specialty
pieces for customers who
are interested in the spiri-
tual component of crystals.

“I'm happy to be here
and happy to answer any-
one’s questions,” she said.
“If someone is interested
in getting into crystals, 'm
happy to direct them to find
their perfect piece.”

Selle understands that
everyone’s beliefs are differ-
ent. She has combined her
own Christian beliefs with
the spiritual side of crystals.

Crystals have been seen
as healing objects in numer-
ous religions for centuries.

According to Selle, some
people just like crystals
because they are pretty.

“That’s cool,” she said.
“A lot of people aren’t into
the spiritual side of crystals,
and that’s awesome, too.”

Selle started creating
hand-made jewelry in May
2020 and began selling
online.

“It grew, and it blew up,
and it was amazing,” she
said.

Selle had to ask her
dad to help her so she
could finish orders timely.
He learned how to make
jewelry with her, which she

said was a lot of fun.

“I really needed to be out
with the people, instead of
just online,” Selle said after
receiving a lot of encourag-
ing and positive feedback
about her creations after
she started selling them in
markets and craft shows.

Selle began looking for a
brick-and-mortar location,
and chose Shawano.

“There’s something
beautiful about the energy
in downtown,” Selle said,
adding that there is a small-
town feel in Shawano, but
that the downtown shop-
ping district has a bigger
town feel.

Selle’s fiancé, Zachary
Krause, is very supportive
of her endeavor. Selle said
that he helped to remodel
the space, building a coun-
ter for her and helping to
paint and put in shelving.

The store is named after
the garnet gemstone. Ac-
cording to Selle, the garnet
is known for passion, pur-
pose and a fiery drive inside
of people.

“I feel that my purpose
is to spread some love and
happiness and all that good
stuff,” Selle said. “One of
my favorite stones is blue
celestite.”

It is believed that its
properties support the ner-
vous system, reduce stress
and soothe, calm and help
with clear decision making.

To help customers
identify and choose crystals,
Selle displays the names
and descriptions of the
possible spiritual properties
of each type. For example,
Selle explained that clear
quartz is popular because it
is believed that it amplifies

LYNN ZAFFRANN

energy and helps cleanse
the aura (the energy field
that surrounds all living
things) and harmonizes the
chakras (the way energy
moves through the body).

“I like to think of these
crystals as our tools and
our helpers,” Selle said. “I
think we can all use a little
reminder to be kinder to
ourselves, kinder to others.”

Selle, mother to Rem-
ington, 7, and Aubry, 2,
welcomes children into her
shop. Children can find ani-
mal-carved stones or crystal
key chains in the store, for
example. She said that some
children who come in tell
their parents that they want
to work there when they
grow up, because it is so
fun.

“Breakable geodes are
some of the favorites of
children,” Selle said. “They
can hammer and crack them
open, and they just love
them. It’s amazing.”

Geodes are spherical and
hollow and when opened
can reveal colorful crystals.

Selle said that she has
something for everyone in
her store.

“If you don’t see some-
thing you like, I can always
search for it, or I can make
it,” she said. “That’s the
fun part about what I do. I
get to make pieces that are
personalized for people.”

Creating custom pieces
is one of the services she
enjoys offering. She is also
available to try to repair
jewelry pieces.

“I really love this com-
munity,” Selle said. “I've
loved meeting everyone.
I've loved everyone’s
feedback.”

MERMAID, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7 ———

the sea witch’s interference.

“She fails to do so, be-
cause the sea witch keeps
stopping her and disrupt-
ing it,” he said. “In the
end, the sea witch cap-
tures her and drags her
down so she can become
her slave.”

Caleb Bestul, who
plays Flounder in the
show, described be-
ing part of “The Little
Mermaid” as “a new
experience.”

“Usually we do mu-
sicals that are on land,”
Bestul said. “Working
together with every-
body, it’s a really big cast
this year, and it’s tough
to work together, but
once you see it all come
together, you feel proud
that you’ve managed to
get everybody together
and doing the same
thing.”

Bestul had not seen
the Disney version of the
tale prior to auditioning,
and though he planned to
do so before the home-
schoolers’ performance,
he said he couldn’t find
the time.

“As we went through
rehearsals, I picked up on
some of the quirks of my
character and how to re-
act around the scenes so
I could be ready,” Bestul
said.

Timothy Sterns, who
plays a chef and other
minor characters in the
show, likes the teamwork
aspect of plays. He noted
that being able to be mul-
tiple characters requires a
certain technique.

“You can be different
characters in a show and
act differently from the
other characters,” Sterns
said. “I’ve found it easier
if you just make up a
story for your character,
you give them a name and
where they’re from, and
it kind of comes together.
I found that I wrote a

WHAT: “The Little Mermaid”

WHEN: 7 p.m. April 3-5, 2 p.m.
April 6

WHERE: Auditorium, Clintonville
High School, 64 W. Green Tree
Road, Clintonville

ADMISSION: Free

paragraph for my charac-
ter and who we was. One
character needs to be a
good leader, and when I
switch to the chef, he’s
kind of worried and pan-
icked and rushing all over
the place.”

Sterns had plenty of
good things to say about
the performing arts orga-
nization and how it has
helped him.

“For me, I’ve en-
joyed acting since I was
younger,” Sterns said.
“I’ve done multiple other
plays. When I was little,
we moved here and were
looking for something
to join. I've found that
being an actor is not just
the acting, but it takes
teamwork to move all
the sides, to pull it in
and show who you are
and how to give a good
performance.”

Ritter, who was a
founding member of the
performing arts group,
noted that shows like
this one are not possible
without the support of
the parents who vol-
unteer and bring their
children each week and
that the group could not
have made it to 20 years
without them.

“Every parent has to
do so much,” Ritter said,
noting that it’s her last
year directing for the
group. “Today, there’s
20 parents here. They’re
painting sets in the back
and they’re doing hair.
They’re putting on cos-
tumes. We couldn’t do it
without them.”

Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com
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unit and push myself to
my limits, physically and
mentally,” Yunk said. “The
value of this adds to my
unit. I can take back a lot
of skills that the standard
artilleryman doesn’t hold
onto.”

During the closing cer-
emony, Brig. Gen. Matthew
Strub, Wisconsin’s deputy
adjutant general for Army,
talked about how simply
being selected to compete
in the State Best Warrior
set Yunk and his fellow
competitors apart from
the rest of the Wisconsin
Army National Guard.

“Whether you were the
top or the last, it doesn’t
matter,” Strub said. “You
were willing to step up,
and you have done some-
thing most soldiers would
never do.

“We have nearly 7,000
soldiers in the Wisconsin
Guard, and there are only
20 competitors. You are
the best of the best. To
step up and be willing
to do this, you are put-
ting yourself above your
peers.”

Specialist Vincent A.

Bird, a military police
officer with the 32nd
Military Police Company,
from Oshkosh, and Staff
Sgt. Brandon M. Byrne, a
recruiting and retention
non-commissioned officer
with Alpha Company,
Recruiting and Retention
Battalion, from Green Bay,
emerged as the top com-
petitors in the enlisted, and
NCO categories.

Pfc. Ryan L. Net-
tesheim, a UH-60 Black
Hawk repairer with De-
tachment 1, Bravo Compa-
ny, 638th Aviation Support
Battalion, and Sgt. Eli W.
Koehler, a health care non-
commissioned officer with
the Wisconsin Medical De-
tachment, were announced
as the runner-ups for this
year’s competition.

Bird and Bryne will
move on to represent the
Wisconsin Army National
Guard at the regional
competition where they
will compete against the
best warriors from Illinois,
Indiana, Iowa, Michigan,
Minnesota and Ohio, held
at Fort McCoy, from April
30 to May 3.
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Grab extra turkey tags now for more chances

As I'm writing this,
spring is promising to
arrive early, with the
weather forecasters getting
giddy about a weeklong
warm spell that could see
temperatures in the low
70s.

By the time you read
this, we will all know if
they were right or some-
how missed a surprise
snowstorm that loves to
crush our dreams in March
or April.

As president of the
Winnebago Strutters
(Neenah-Menasha) Chap-
ter of the National Wild
Turkey Federation, I'm in
the midst of last-minute
preparations for our an-
nual fundraising banquet
March 15 at Pullman’s in
Appleton.

If you have ever been to
a banquet to raise money
for turkeys, ducks, deer,
pheasants, elk or other
critters, you know the
drill: great food (we have
southern barbecue, which
was as amazing last year
as it sounds), a few beers,
some gun raffles, an auc-
tion of outdoors goodies
and artwork, and plenty of
door prizes. I hope to see
you all there next year.

As I drive through my
wooded Waupaca County
countryside, I'm constantly
scanning for critters, main-

Ross

Bielema
Columnist

ly the deer that threaten
my commutes and trips to
town. When I’'m not dodg-
ing deer, I'm looking for
the springtime bird of our
dreams: the wild turkey.

I literally drive past
my hunting spot almost
every day, and I see
turkeys there about 50%
of the time. It’s a good,
but not great, spot. I was
lucky enough to conduct
a successful tungsten shot
experiment on a small
adult tom last year, taking
him with a 20-gauge at 65
paces. I didn’t plan it that
way, but it just happened.

Because I don’t always
get a shot every season,

I boost my odds of roast
wild turkey every year by
buying an extra tag or two
to help my minor league
batting average. Here’s
how you can do the same.

If you forgot to apply
for a turkey license by
the Dec. 10 deadline (why
they have such an early
deadline, I’ll never know),
or you just want an extra,
this week started the sales
process for surplus tags.

Every year different for collecting maple sap

“Eek!” slipped out
through clenched teeth
— unbidden yet totally ex-
pected, an automatic reflex
to what I happened to be
doing at the moment.

We are thick into sap
season, and every year is
different, depending on the
weather. It is akin to farm-
ing in that respect.

This past winter, my
husband diligently thought
through easier, more effec-
tive and more productive
ways to collect sap. Many
times, I caught him deep in
thought and when he spoke,
it was about lines or taps or
totes or pickle barrels. The
dictionary should literally
have my husband’s name
next to the word “diligent.”
Imean the guy was unstop-
pable in his figuring. It’s
been a project.

The first year we col-
lected sap, we tapped
maple trees on our ridge
exclusively using pails hung
on trees, tapping about 60
trees. That was all it took to
grab my husband — hook,
line and sinker.

Understanding he could
make better use of our
woods, he was enthralled
with the idea of collecting
sap more efficiently. Using
gravity as a natural pull,
the sun warms the trees
up on the south-facing hill,
encouraging the sap to
run like a faucet turned on
full-bore.

The next year we added

Kay
Reminger
Columnist

10 pails, and he started
pondering.

That offseason had him
thinking, and then plan-
ning for running lines, so
the third year, my husband
strung 4,000 feet of 3/16-
inch lines, which ran into
two stationary totes stuck
at the bottom of our ridge.
To empty the totes, we
simply used natural gravity
running a large blue hose
funneled into a tote on the
trailer. Emptying the pails,
(we’d kept a few up) we
used a wand pump attached
with a hose, running the
sap into a 275-gallon tote,
which we were hauling on
our trailer.

I swear he’s thinking,
“Go big or go home (rela-
tively speaking).” This year
in preparation for sap sea-
son, in addition to having
strung another 2,000 feet
of lines, my husband and a
friend put up 300 taps into
our maple trees, all running
into four, 275-gallon totes.
He did away with all pails,
making lines do the work.

Along with now four
totes, he found two 60-gal-
lon pickle barrels on
Marketplace as well as a
425-gallon tote to stick on

Zone 1 tags (southwest
counties) went on sale
March 17.

Zone 2 tags (southeast
corner north to Door
County, including the por-
tions of Shawano, Oconto
and Outagamie counties
east or south of state
highways 22 and 47; see
Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources map)
went on sale March 18.

Zone 3 tags (most of us
in Shawano and Waupaca
counties are in this zone)
went on sale March 19.

Zone 4 tags (includ-
ing a portion of Marathon
County) went on sale
March 20.

Zone 5 tags (northeast,
including most of Oconto
County and parts of
Menominee, Langlade and
Marathon counties) went
on sale March 21.

At 10 a.m. March 22, all
remaining tags go on sale
(you can stand in line at
any retail license outlet or
wait online and purchase
from home). It’s a good
idea to have a few choices
in mind, because your first
choice can sell out while
you wait.

The first two seasons
(April 16-22 and April
23-29) are sold out in all
zones. Zones 6 and 7 are
also sold out. Don’t worry
about hunting the later

This is what turkey hunters live for come spring. Buy a few extra turkey tags now to increase your chances of a suc-

cessful hunt.

seasons. With generally
fewer hunters and many
bred hens, the toms are
searching for more action
and often easier to call,
although they may come
in silently. Be ready when
calling and try not to
move. Turkeys have one
key sense, and it’s obvi-
ously eyesight.

Click https://dnr.
wisconsin.gov/permits/
springturkey.html for de-
tails on surplus tags.

Avoid wearing red,
white and blue colors
while turkey hunting, as
these are the hues of a gob-

It took a pickup used to haul wood and a tractor to reach the maple trees
where sap needed to be collected on the Reminger farm for 2025.

the back of our truck bed,
replacing the trailer of
other years. After drilling
holes for each line to run
into the pickle barrels, they
were placed strategically at
two productive spots.

This sapping project
grabbed him and in turn,
I'm totally on board. It’s
been different every year,
with varying weather
conditions and the equip-

KAY REMINGER

ment we use. It’s something
we can do together and

feel incredibly grateful that
we are able to spend time
in our treasured woods,
enjoying fresh air and being
productive together.

We've also discovered
during our treks in the
woods, a tap that’s been in
an old maple for 90 years,
factually certified by my
husband’s uncle. In the

bler and your calls could
attract another hunter,
especially on public areas.
Sit with your back to a tree
wider than your shoulders
for an extra margin of
safety. If you see a hunter
approaching, speak in a
soft voice, and don’t make
a sudden movement. Hunt-
ing remains among the
safest of all sports, so let’s
keep it that way.

Decoys or no decoys?
I've shot turkeys with and
without using them. Hen
and jake decoys are fine,
but I really don’t think it is
a safe or effective idea to

1930s, Grandpa Reminger
was the last one to have
tapped trees — no one
else since my husband has
started — so we know this
treasure is at least 90 years
old.

Back to my little startled
cry (or two, who’s count-
ing) — with frost still in
the ground and getting yet
more moisture, but with
temps freezing at night and
sunny warm above freezing
during the day, the sap was
running. Despite the awful
condition of the line of

travel, we needed to collect.

“We’ll have to hook the
truck up to the tractor to
pull it. What do you wanna
drive?”

Eyebrows knit together
in consternation, I swal-
lowed hard and said, “Do I
have a third choice?”

Opting to drive the
truck, I was staring at two
back tractor tires mere
feet from our wood truck
(converted at this time into
a tote, sap-hauling truck),
my foot simultaneously
hoovering over the brake,
the accelerator or both.

He had chained the front
of the truck to the back of
the tractor, fashioning it
in a sort of tripod so there
would be less sway.

Getting started, it was
good going. Presently, he
hauled me up a small knoll
when we then needed to go
back down the same small
knoll. “Eek!” I squeaked

CONTRIBUTED
use gobbler decoys. You

risk spooking smaller toms
(which still taste delicious)
and also chance taking a
load of copper-coated 5’s
in the posterior or worse.

When transporting
decoys, carry them in a bag
so they aren’t visible in the
woods.

Good luck this season.
Be sure to send us your
photos so we can share
them with our readers.

Ross Bielema is a freelance writer from
New London and owner of Wolf River
Concealed Carry LLC. Contact him at
Ross@wolfriverccw.com.

when my truck got too
close to his back trac-

tor tires. Keeping both
white-knuckled hands on
the wheel, I had it in low
four-wheel drive and get-
ting pulled along with no
recourse other than to re-
main even-keeled rendering
every ounce of my physical
and emotional strength.

We stopped at our
first tote. He saw my face.
“You're doing great.”
Encouragement goes a long
way.

We’ve had to collect this
year in this same fashion
a few times, with the hope
that soon it won’t be quite
so muddy. I'd rather leave
the tractor in the shed.

We sell all our sap to
Charlie Wagner in Tilleda,
who’s been super accom-
modating with hints and
helps throughout our
project. As with farming,
sapping season is depen-
dent on the weather. With
equipment options and my
husband always thinking
things through, we’ll sure to
be productive.

(“Two are better than
one, because they have a
good reward for their toil.”
Ecclesiastes 4:9)

Kay Reminger was born and raised on
a dairy farm, and she married her high
school sweetheart, who happened to
farm for a living in Leopolis. Writing for
quite a few years, she remains focused
on the blessings of living the ups and
downs of rural life from a farm wife's
perspective.
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Homemade soup tastes just like cheeseburger

Soup is one of my
favorite things to eat in the
winter, or in the treacher-
ous days of pre- and early
spring. I especially enjoy
creamy soups poured over
mashed potatoes. This easy
meal stretches the amount
of soup while remaining
hearty and filling.

Earlier this year, I felt
like making a homemade
soup. I was considering
making some form of potato
soup, but my sister urged
me to make cheeseburger
soup. She found a recipe
for me from an old Taste of
Home magazine. I was ini-
tially hesitant, as the recipe
had a long list of ingredients
and looked rather compli-
cated. However, I decided
to try it.

As I nearly always do, I
made some revisions. The
recipe calls for onions, but
since I am not the biggest
fan of onions, I omitted
them. If you wish to add
onions, simply reduce the
amount of celery and car-
rots and add some chopped
onion. I also added bacon,
because bacon makes every-
thing better. I have always
forgotten to add the sour
cream, so I cannot say if it is
good in this soup or not.

Finally, the amount of
cheese is negotiable. The
recipe originally called
for Velveeta, which I have
never used. I decided to use
muenster instead. Muenster
cheese is a very good mild
cheese, and, as I found when
I made this soup, it melts
very well. I have never
measured the cheese when
making this soup; I simply
add until I can begin to see
the melted cheese strings.

The first time I made
this soup, there were a few
complaints about how thick
the soup was, so the second
time I made it (I made a
double batch) I added about
a cup more chicken broth. I
would recommend watch-
ing the soup — if you feel it
needs to be thinner, or that
there isn’t enough liquid
to cover the potatoes, add
some more chicken broth or
hot water.

Do not worry about add-
ing too much. If it looks like
there is too much liquid in

Bacon cheeseburger soup can be quite delicious during the winter months, and it can be served on its own or on top of mashed potatoes.

Francesca
Ullmer

Columnist

the potato boiling stage, that
is what the flour mixture is
for. The butter-flour mix-
ture acts as a thickener, and
it really works — the soup
may look too thick after
the butter-flour mixture
is added. The milk thins it
back out again.

This soup does take
a fair amount of time to
make. However, if you
chop the vegetables, shred
the cheese, and cook the
bacon beforehand, that will
greatly cut out the extra
time. This soup is not hard
to make; it just requires
some creative time man-
agement. For example,
when the vegetables are
sauteing, prepare the next
ingredients, and when the
potatoes are cooking, pre-
pare the last set of ingre-
dients. This soup is totally
worth the time, though. It
is very rich, hearty, and
filling. It is delicious plain

WHAT'S HAPPENING

SURING: Recovery Talking
Circle, 6-8 p.m. South Branch
Community Center, W1281
County Road M.

ABRAMS: “Godspell,” 7
p.m., Nancy Byng Community
Theater, 5852 Maple St., pre-
sented by Abrams Spotlight
Productions Inc. Adults $19,
senior citizens, youths and
veterans $17. abramstheater.
com

OCONTO FALLS: “Alice in
Wonderland,” 7 p.m., Oconto
Falls High School, 210 N. Farm
Road, presented by OFHS
Drama Club. $8 adults, $5
students. https://ofps.revtrak.
net/pac-ticket-boxoffice/#/
list

FRIDAY, MARCH 21 SATURDAY, MARCH 22

MOUNTAIN: Maple Syrup
Days and Wisconsin's First Tap,
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Bear Paw Scout
Camp, 14000 Bear Paw Camp
Lane. Learn how maple syrup
is made and take part in more
than a dozen activities geared
toward children 5-11 years old.

SHAWANO: Cooking School
and Expo - Shawano Fla-
vorfest, 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.,
Shawano Community High
School, 220 County Road B.
Vendor fair and open house 9
a.m. to noon, cooking school
12:30-2:30 p.m. Registration
required, includes swag bag
and cookbook, $15 at 715-526-
2192, Ext. 3202, or https://
shawanosd.cr3.rschooltoday.

FRANCESCA ULLMER

Once the soup dinner is complete, oatmeal scotchies can be quite the treat as the raisins and nuts normally associ-
ated with oatmeal cookies are replaced with butterscotch chips.

or served over mashed
potatoes.

Oatmeal scotchies are
simply oatmeal cookies with
butterscotch chips, rather
than the more commonly
used raisins and/or nuts.
These cookies are delicious,
especially when right out
of the oven — crispy on the
outside and soft and chewy

com/public/home/#

GILLETT: Spring Craft Show,
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Primal Eats,
14109 County Road VV. Featur-
ing local crafters and artisans.

OCONTO FALLS: “Alice in
Wonderland,” 7 p.m., Oconto
Falls High School, 210 N. Farm
Road, presented by OFHS
Drama Club. $8 adults, $5 stu-
dents. https://ofps.revtrak.net/
pac-ticket-boxoffice/#/list

ABRAMS: “Godspell,” 7 p.m.,
Nancy Byng Community The-
ater, 5852 Maple St., presented
by Abrams Spotlight Produc-
tions Inc. Adults $19, senior
citizens, youths and veterans
$17. abramstheater.com.

SUNDAY, MARCH 23

ABRAMS: “Godspell,” 1

on the inside. Perfect. My
brother even admitted to
me that in the space of a few
hours he ate five cookies.
That is how good they are.
The recipe does call for
orange extract, but person-
ally, I think butterscotch
chips and orange extract
together sound odd. I kept it
in the recipe because, for all

p.m., Nancy Byng Community
Theater, 5852 Maple St., pre-
sented by Abrams Spotlight
Productions Inc. Adults $19,
senior citizens, youths and
veterans $17. abramstheater.
com.

OCONTO FALLS: “Alice in
Wonderland,” 2 p.m., Oconto
Falls High School, 210 N. Farm
Road, presented by OFHS
Drama Club. $8 adults, $5
students. https://ofps.revtrak.
net/pac-ticket-boxoffice/#/
list

MONDAY, MARCH 24

SHAWANO: Recovery talking
circle, 6-8 p.m., First Presbyte-
rian Church, Room 4,100 W.
Presbyterian St. Information:
Dallas Gast, 715-701-5388 or

FRANCESCA ULLMER

I know, it may taste great.
I, however, am not going to
try it anytime soon. These
cookies taste just great
without it.

Francesca Ullmer, the second child of
a large homeschooled family, is from
the Krakow area. She enjoys baking,
reading, knitting, raising goats, and
entering numerous items in the Oconto
County Fair.

dallasgast8@gmail.com.

TUESDAY, MARCH 25

KESHENA: Recovery talking
circle, 6-8 p.m. Omaegqnome-
newak Wetohkatikamek
Center, 2700 Mianaceqtawak
Road. Information: Mindy
Thunder at 715-799-3835 or
mthunder@mitw.org.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26

KESHENA: Recovery talking
circle, 6-8 p.m. Omaegnome-
newak Wetohkatikamek
Center, 2700 Mianaceqtawak
Road. Information: Mindy
Thunder at 715-799-3835 or
mthunder@mitw.org.

POUND: North Country
Kickers line dance lessons,

BACON
CHEESEBURGER SOUP

1/2 Ib. ground beef
4 tbsp. butter
1 cup shredded carrots
1 cup diced celery
1tsp. dried basil
1tsp. dried parsley flakes
13/4 Ibs. (about 4 cups) cubed
peeled potatoes
3 cups chicken broth
1/4 cup all-purpose flour
2 to 4 cups shredded muenster
cheese
11/2 cups whole milk
11b. chopped, cooked bacon
3/4 tsp. salt
1/4 to 1/2 tsp. pepper
1/4 cup sour cream (optional)
In a large saucepan over medium/
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1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
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! low heat, cook and crumble beef !
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until no longer pink; drain and set
aside. In the same sauce pan, melt
1 tbsp. butter over medium heat.
Saute carrots, celery, basil, and
parsley until vegetables are ten-
der, about 10 minutes. Transfer to
a medium/large pot. Add potatoes,
ground beef, and broth; bring to a
boil. Reduce heat, simmer, covered,
until potatoes are tender, 10-12
minutes. Meanwhile, in a small
skillet, melt the remaining 3 tbsp.
butter. Add the flour; cook and stir
3-5 minutes or until bubbly. Add to
the soup; bring to a boil. Cook and
stir for 2 minutes. Reduce heat to
low. Stir in cheese, milk, bacon,
salt, and pepper; cook until cheese
melts. Remove from heat. Mix in
sour cream if desired. Garnish with
cheese if desired.

OATMEAL SCOTCHIES

1

1

1

i

! 1/4 cup (1/2 stick) butter,

! softened

1 3/4 cup packed brown sugar

i legg

: 11/2 tsp. water

E 1 cup flour

' 1tsp. baking powder

! 1/2 tsp. baking soda

! 1/2 tsp. salt

H 3/4 cup quick oats

i\ 1cup butterscotch chips

' 1/Atsp. orange extract (optional)
1

! Cream the butter and brown sugar.
! Add the egg and water and beat
! until creamy. Combine the flour,
1 baking powder, baking soda, and
1 salt; mix into the butter mixture
1 until fully incorporated. Add the
E oatmeal, butterscotch chips, and
! extract (optional). Drop slightly
! rounded spoonfuls onto lightly !
1 greased cookie sheets. Bake at 375
1 degrees for 8-12 minutes.

6:30-9 p.m., Equity Hall,
W7403 State Highway 64. $5
admission. Playing a variety
of music. Everyone welcome.
For information, call Nancy
920-829-6316 or Charles
920-606-4370.

THURSDAY, MARCH 27

OCONTO: Jacob’'s Well —
Oconto All Community small
group Bible study, 2:30 p.m.
The Shop On Main (rear con-
ference annex), 821 Main St.
Information at jacobswellgb.
org.

BOWLER: Native American
Talking Circle, 7-9 p.m., Mo-
hican Family Center, N8605
Oak St. Information: Yvonne
Burr, 715-326-0891.
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BUILT-IN BATTERY BACK-UP* NO POWER? NO PROBLEM!

INDEPENDENCE PS2i
VINTAGE EDITION

AVAILABLE IN RED OR BLACK

NO CHIMNEY REQUIRED W/PELLET STOVE*

SAVE UP TO 60% ON HEATING*

_
I

EZ PAYMENTS -AS LOW AS $2/DAY!*

0% INTEREST*

FREE*

Basic DIY SAVE lll)I!- lrjg !32000

Install Kit WITH THE FEDERAL

BASIC 3" VENT KIT TAX CREDIT!*
BASIC BLACK STOVE BOARD

STRAIGHT OUT KIT & BASIC BLACK BOARD ONLY
RETAIL VALUE $582 WITH NEW STOVE PURCHASE*

920.779.6647
PELLETHEAD.COM

DALE . GREEN BAY . JUNCTION CITY

*WITH APPROVED CREDIT. *DISCOUNTS CAN NOT BE COMBINED. *30% TAX CREDIT APPLIES TO SELECT PELLET AND WOOD STOVES ONLY.
MINIMUM OF 6 WINDOWS PURCHASE TO QUALIFY. PLEASE SEE SALES ASSOCIATE FOR DETAILS.
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The Bonduel Bears boys basketball team will play in the WIAA state tournament for the first time in school history. Games will be played in Madison, and the Bears are seeded first in Division 4.

duel boys are statebound!

on

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

March 15

Bonduel 56, Auburndale 44

For the first time in school
history, the Bonduel Bears boys
basketball team will participate
in the WIAA state tournament.

Bonduel defeated Auburndale
56-44 to win their Division 4 sec-
tional and advance to the state
tournament.

The teams each scored 27
points in the second half, but the
Bears’ 12-point lead from the first
half was plenty to earn the win.

Ryan Westrich led Bonduel

with 19 points, and Cade Johnson
added 12.

Bonduel is 27-1 this season.
They are the No. 1 seed going
into the tournament, which will
be played at the Kohl Center in
Madison.

Bonduel was scheduled to
play No. 4 The Prairie School
(14-15) at 6:35 p.m. March 20.

No. 2 Mineral Point (27-1) and
No. 3 Aquinas (24-3) were sched-
uled to play after.

The championship game will
be played 15 minutes after the
Division 5 final game, which is
set to begin at 11:05 a.m. March

March 13

Bonduel 71, Southern Door
57

With a slim three-point lead
at halftime, Bonduel pulled away
after the break as they defeated
Southern Door 71-57 in the Divi-
sion 4 sectional semifinal game
at Green Bay Southwest.

But, the game started with
the Eagles in command, at one
point going on a 13-point run.
After a Bonduel timeout, Carter
Moesch’s 3-pointer ended the
Southern Door scoring streak.

Ryan Westrich led the Bears

with 25 points and 11 rebounds.

Moesch added another 14
points, and Race Anvelink tossed
in another 13.

Cade Johnson handed out
seven assists, and led with three
steals.

Notre Dame 53, Pulaski 52

The Division 2 sectional
semifinal literally went down to
the wire, as Notre Dame won 53-
53 on a 3-pointer as time expired.

The Tritons led 32-25 at one
point in the second half, but the
Red Raiders battled back with
Joseph Mijal’s basket giving
Pulaski a one-point lead.

CONTRIBUTED

The teams went back and
forth with Drew Siudzinski hit-
ting the game-winning basket.

Pulaski’s 2024-25 season
included a 10-8 mark in the Fox
River Classic Conference and
16-12 record overall.

Colin Schultz led the Red
Raiders with 20.0 points per
game, followed by Mijal with 11.8
and Bryce Wotruba with 11.0.
Mijal pulled down an average
of 4.3 rebounds per game, while
Wotruba averaged 3.6.

Wotruba led Pulaski with 2.7
assists per game, and Bohdan
Schmidt had 1.8.

Granquist
takes third
in 3-Point
Challenge

Lauren Strifling, a senior from
Homestead, won the 2025 girls
3-Point Challenge held March
15 at the Resch Center in con-
junction with the WIAA girls
basketball tournament. Strifling,
representing Division 1, was one
of 10 participants. She scored an
overtime score of 10 points to
win the contest.

Senior Kristina Ouimette of
Lakeland was runner-up with
nine points in the overtime
round. Strifling and OQuimette
both score 17 points in the final
round to force a 30-second over-
time period.

Strifling scored 13 points in
first round and 19 points in the
second round to advance to the
final round. Ouimette opened
with 13 points and followed with
15 in the semifinals.

Junior Melaina Granquist of
Wittenberg-Birnamwood was
third with 14 points in the second
round after scoring 13 in the
opening round.

The Northern Athletics
Collegiate Conference (NACC)
announced its all-conference
teams and major award win-
ners for the 2024-25 women’s
basketball season. Concordia
University Wisconsin landed
one All-NACC first team selec-
tion with Aubrey DeBauch.

A senior forward from Gil-
lett, DeBauch is claiming her
second consecutive selection to
the AII-NACC first team.

DeBauch was a scoring
machine for the Falcons in the
2024-25 campaign. She led the
Falcons and was third in the
NACC with 15.44 points per
game. Her 386 points rank third
behind two others who have
played more games.

On Feb. 8, she recorded 30
points against Rockford. The
30 points are the most scored
by a student-athlete in a NACC
contest this season.

DeBauch posted the second-
best field goal percentage in the
conference at 0.500, making 152
of her 304 shots.

She also frustrated NACC
opponents as the conference’s
leading rebounders. DeBauch
finished fifth in rebounds per
game at 7.12 and collected 178

rebounds on the season.

DeBauch voted to AlI-NACC first team

A senior forward from Gillett, Aubrey DeBauch claimed her second consecutive selection to the All-NACC first team. DeBauch was a scor-
ing machine for Concordia University in the 2024-25 campaign. She led the Falcons and was third in the NACC with 15.44 points per game.
Her 386 points rank third behind two others who have played more games.

DeBauch proved to be one of
the most well-rounded stars of
the conference as the only ath-
lete to finish top-five in scoring,
rebounding and assists.

She finished her senior sea-
son fourth in assists per game
at 2.8. Her eight-assist night
against Wisconsin Lutheran is
the second-highest total in a

NACC contest this past year.
DeBauch was a menace for
NACC offenses and finished fifth

in blocks with 15 on the year.
The NACC hated to see the
pride of Gillett make it to the
free-throw line as well. She fin-
ished with 81 free throws to rank
fifth in the conference.
DeBauch was a double-dou-

KATELYN CARDINAL

ble threat on a consistent basis
and was third in the confer-
ence with seven double-double
performances on the year. She
did so against Emerson on Dec.
20, Dubuque on Jan. 4, Marian
on Jan. 8, Benedictine on Jan. 11,
Dominican on Jan. 18, Illinois
Tech on Jan. 29 and Alverno on
Feb. 13.
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Nordin named player of the year

Shawano Community
High School junior Leah
Nordin is the Bay Con-
ference girls basketball
player of the year. Nordin
is the all-time leading
scorer for the school.

She was also a unani-
mous selection for the all-
conference first team.

Senior Ella Stuber was
named to the second team,
and senior Trinity Popelka
earned honorable men-
tions status.

Senior Logan Sipple
was a unanimous selec-
tion to the all-conference
first team for the boys
team. He is the all-time

high scorer for boys at the
school.

Sophomore William
Verkuilen was named
honorable mention.

On the girls wrestling
team, junior Jenna Moede
and senior Adalyn Barkley
were named to the first
team. Juniors Gwyn Her-

mann and Vivian Wald-
burger were named to the
second team.

For the boys, junior
Dane Hodkiewicz and
freshman Marcus Brezgel
earned first team honors.
Juniors Kody Popelka
and Drew Chelberg were
named to the second team.

Master Angler of the Year

Jesse DeBauch, a Gillett High School student, earned the 2024 Master Angler of the Year award from the Wisconsin Interscholastic Fishing Association for

this past year. DeBauch was the only high school student to catch all 34 species of fish designated in the WIFA competition over one calendar year. Each

species of fish must be a minimum size to qualify. He spent many hours fishing, and traveled all over Wisconsin and the Upper Peninsula.

WIFA

WIAA board adopts new transgender policy

Only athletes desig-
nated as females at birth
can compete in girls’ sports
in Wisconsin High School
events sanctioned by the
Wisconsin Interscholas-
tic Athletic Association
(WIAA), according to a
new policy adopted Feb. 19.

“Today the WIAA
board of control voted to

update the organization’s
policy regarding student-
athlete eligibility - affirm-
ing its compliance with
federal directives that
only students designated
as females at birth will be
allowed to participate in
girls competitions,” said
Stephanie Hauser, execu-
tive director of the WIAA.

“Working in consultation
with legal counsel, our
board updated this policy
to ensure clarity is provid-
ed to our membership as
they work to comply with
new federal guidance from
the White House.”

The WIAA’s decision
follows similar actions
taken recently by the Na-

tional Collegiate Athletic
Association. That new
policy only allows biologi-
cal girls to play in women’s
sports.

Both moves come after

President Donald Trump

signed an executive order
intending to ban transgen-
der athletes from playing

in women’s sports.
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Witt-Birn track
coach to be
inducted into
hall of fame

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood High School cross
country coach Cathy Esker
is headed to the U.S. Col-
lege Track & Field/Cross
Country Hall of Fame.

Esker, then known as
Cathy Branta, competed at
UW-Madison in the 1980s.
She is a five-time national
champion and 11-time
All-American.

The U.S. College Track
& Field/Cross Country
Hall of Fame has only been
around since 2022, and
Esker was just announced
as a member of the Class
of 2025.

Born and raised in
Slinger, she set Wiscon-
sin’s state championship
record times (for Division
2 girls) in cross country in
both 1979 and 1980 before
heading to Madison to

compete in track and cross
country for the Badgers.

While at Wisconsin, she
won the Broderick Award
(now the Honda Sports
Award) as the country’s
best female collegiate
cross country runner for
the 1984-85 season.

Esker won the gold
medal at the 1985 Sum-
mer Universiade in Kobe,
Japan, in the women’s
3,000-meter event and also
set the collegiate record
in the 5,000 meters with a
time of 15:07.

After retiring from
professional racing, Esker
moved to the Wittenberg-
Birnamwood area to
teach high school physical
education, coach track and
cross country, and pass
along her love of running
to the next generation.

Lena's Brooks and
Gillett's DeBauch
named most outstanding
basketball players

Three local girls were
among the five named to
the Marinette & Oconto
Conference all-confer-
ence first team for girls
basketball.

Honored were Lena
senior Eva Brooks, Sur-
ing senior Bunny Cramer
and Lena junior Madilyn
Thomson.

Brooks was selected
as the most outstanding
player. Lena senior Kali
Fischer and Gillett sopho-
more Audrey Pate were
named to the second team.

Honorable mention
status was earned by Gil-
lett sophomore Maggie
Kaczmarek and Gillett
sophomore Hope Soper.

For the boys, Gillett’s

Jesse DeBauch was named
most outstanding player.
The senior was also a
unanimous selection for
the first team.

Suring senior Michael
Bailey and Lena senior
Mason Spice were named
to the second team.

Suring sophomore
Taylor Booth Stoffregen
earned honorable mention
status.

Lena’s Lucas Heimke, a
junior, was the only non-
Coleman athlete named
to the all-conference first
team for boys wrestling.

Among those earning
second team honors were
Gillett/Suring sophomore
Gavin Staszak and Lena
junior Max Peterson.

4 Panthers earn
all-conference
unanimous selections

BY NEW MEDIA STAFF

Several Oconto Falls
athletes earned North
Eastern Conference all-
conference honors for their
efforts during the 2024-25
wrestling and basketball
seasons.

Junior Rylie Shallow
was a unanimous selec-
tion for the girls basketball
first team. Sophomore Ella
Jahnke earned honorable
mention honors.

For the boys, junior
Jameson Beaman was a
unanimous selection for
the first team. Sophomore

J] Pytleski was named

to the second team, and
Evan Yuma was honorable
mention.

Senior Cole Bozile and
sophomore Isaiah Holtz
were unanimous selections
for the first team for boys
wrestling.

Junior Brandon Romo
was named to the second
team. Honorable mention
status was earned by se-
nior Nick Trepanier, senior
Hunter Bozile and sopho-
more Levi Mommaerts.

For the girls, senior
Nicole Woosencraft was
named to the second team.
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DNR surveys uncover ‘missing’ walleyes

Biologists finally cracked
the case in 2023 during a
comprehensive survey
that included Loon and
Washington lakes

By ROSS BIELEMA
Correspondent

State fisheries biologists
have cracked the case of
more than 100,000 “miss-
ing” walleyes that were
not spawning in expected
locations - and it may take
genetic testing to prove
that most of these baffling
fish were simply follow-
ing their natural instinct
to return to their native
waters.

Like a team of police
detectives, Wisconsin
Department of Natural
Resources senior fisheries
biologist Elliot Hoffman
and his field staff remained
persistent on finding about
110,000 walleyes tracked
by their clipped fins and
PIT tags. They were
among more than 221,000
large fingerling fish
stocked in Shawano Lake
from 2011 to 2017.

Biologists expected to
find the clipped-fin fish
with most of the other
walleyes during their sur-
veys - done with spring
netting and fall electro-
shocking - at two key loca-
tions: Schumacher Island
and Rosenow’s Point,
southeast of the island,
Hoffman said. But very few
were showing up during
that seven-year span, Hoff-
man explained during a
Feb. 11 seminar on fisheries
surveys at Shawano Com-
munity Middle School.

Biologists finally
cracked the case in 2023
during a comprehensive
survey that included
Loon and Washington
lakes. Survey boats hadn’t
travelled into the shallow
inlets during previous an-
nual surveys. During the
2023 survey, about 60%
of the captured walleyes
on the 327-acre Loon Lake
had fin clips.

Stocked fish from the

state fish hatchery are the
Lake Michigan strain and
instinctively head for their
“home” waters, compared
with Lake Winnebago
fishery native fish that seek
out rocky or marshy areas
for spawning, Hoffman
explained. He wants to
confirm his theory with
genetic testing to confirm
these wanderlust walleyes
are Lake Michigan strain
fish.

Biologists began seeing
a decline in the Shawano
Lake walleye population
in the mid-2000s. The
DNR began stocking large
fingerling fish (6-9 inches)
every other year starting
in 2011 on Shawano, Loon
and Washington lakes.
More than 220,000 have
been stocked to date.

He praised the Shawano
Chapter of Walleyes for
Tomorrow, created in 2011,
and the Figure 8 Muskie
Club of Shawano for help-
ing with stocking efforts
and habitat improvements,
as well as funding.

Walleyes for Tomorrow
has been releasing more
than 6 million fry walleyes
a year, using a portable
hatchery. The group is
building a larger portable
hatchery that expects to
release nearly 12 million
fry this year, under its
DNR permit. WFT also
donated $3,600 to help
fund the genetic testing
and has helped fund the
dime-sized PIT tags, which
are implanted in captured
fish and used to monitor
their movements.

“I like the teamwork,”
Hoffman said.

The club stocking has
revealed some secrets,
too. They have found that
younger 20-inch females
produce more eggs than
the older 24-inch fish they
had used in previous years.

Regulations changes

Karl Peterson, of Waupaca, caught this 25-inch walleye June 4 on the Wolf River near New London, using a musky lure. The Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources plans to nearly double the stocking of fingerling walleyes on Shawano Lake this year, with help from the Shawano Chapter of Walleyes for Tomor-
JOHN FAUCHER

row.

in 2016 dropped the daily
walleye bag limit from five
to three fish and increased
the minimum size limit
from 15 inches to 18 inches.
Surveys are turning up
more older and larger fish
since then.

The seminar also
discussed populations of
Northern pike, muskies,
panfish, trout and flathead
catfish.

Hoffman encouraged
area anglers to attend or
provide input on panfish-
ing during the April 14
DNR and Wisconsin Con-
servation Congress spring
hearings held statewide.

Surveys show no black
crappies more than 5 years
old on Shawano Lake, pri-
marily due to heavy har-
vests. The DNR is propos-
ing an aggregate daily limit
of 10 panfish to encourage
the growth of crappies and
bluegills.

For information on
northern Wisconsin
fisheries surveys, go to
https://dnr.wisconsin.
gov/topic/Fishing/north/
springsurveys.

The 2024 Shawano
Lake survey slides from
the Feb. 11 presentation
can be found at file:///C:/
Users/Owner/Downloads/
Shawano%20LakeWalley-
eMovement_SurveyRe-
sults2024.pdf.

Curious about fish
stocking on a particular
lake? Check the DNR
stocking database at
https://apps.dnr.wi.gov/
fisheriesmanagement/
Public/Summary/Index.

Depend on an Independent
Insurance Agent

Proud to be your only Locally Owned Agency in Shawano

AGENCY OF SHAWANQOQ, INC
1207 E. GREEN BAY STREET « SHAWANO
715-526-6390 - 800-428-6390

Independence allows Hometown to compare
various insurance companies and recommend
only the best ones like Auto Owners

2023
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Providing the
Compassion &
Care Your
Family
Deserves.
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The Newsday Crossword

Edited by Stanley Newman (www.StanXwords.com)
EVEN STEVEN: You’ll catch on quickly
by Steve Faiella

»”

ACROSS 8 It means “false’

1 Russia’s __ Mountains

80 Begrudge

81 Calls something off
85 Wish undone

86 This instant

87 Model's stance

9 Miniature racer

5 Insect in a nest 10 Bouquet holder

11 Song licensing org.
12 Movie stat

9 Khan mentioned by Coleridge

14 Clothing fastener

18 Vein contents

19 Hoppy brews

20 Bizet opera

21 Mata __ (legendary spy)
22 NFL automatic time-out

88 Sound of Music composer
90 Central part

91 Nonsensical talk

93 Stir-fry staple

95 Texter's guffaw

13 Life of Pi director

14 Short-distance transport
15 Undercover cop

16 Comic strip shout

17 Profit pool metaphor

25 Craving 96 Word-of-mouth 20 Coven’s kettle

26 Stood up again 97 Audio cassette contemporary 23 Vidi

27 Constructed 102 Source of shade 24 Nintendo gaming console
28 Minor malfunction 104 Portions of pistachio 29 Deduce

30 Battleground
31 Brought about
32 Inventor's document

32 __ Park (Pirates’ stadium)
33 Shortstop or quarterback

105 Broadband communications
standard: Abbr.
106 Mexican’s male pal

35 Far from ambitious

34 Leather piercer 110 Meeting of minds 36 Exclusion anxiety, for short

37 Arles affirmative

36 Type of auto transmission 112 Indigenous New Zealander

114 Depleted

41 Fearless 38 Triple-tiered snack

44 In the past

46 Cry of dismay

47 Causing shivers

48 Fencing blade

49 Rink resurfacer

52 Falsifier

55 Tiny trickster

56 Luggage label

57 Address for an earl

58 Navigation hazard

59 All Eton grads

60 Hawaiian hello

62 Lend a hand to

64 Critic’s voice in Ratatouille
66 Common automotive power
72 Join in the criticism

73 Glide on snow

74 Guitar attachment

77 Workers in colonies

115 Pantomime dance

116 London’s White House
120 Venerated person

121 Follows

122 Keatsian creations

123 Theatrical group

124 Oceanic motion

125 Antlered animals

126 Colorist

127 Petro-Canada competitor

DOWN
1 Opposite of infra-
2 Crew team member
3 Be very fond of
4 Picnic beverage
5 Fermented beverage
6 Simpsons storekeeper
7 Choral music abbr.

39 Overly smooth-talking
40 Bout arbiters

41 Software preview

42 Porous gemstone

43 Construction toys

45 Milk amt.

50 Clever

51 Valhalla VIP

53 Stylist's appliance

54 Avidly eager

57 Long skirt

58 Miner's activity

59 Natural inclination

61 Shorts supports

63 Orthodontist's designation
65 Enumerate

67 Final pharaoh, familiarly
68 Strong cravings

69 Affectionate touch

115 116

120 121

122

124 125

123

126

70 _ outa living (just got by)
71 Misjudgment

75 Subtle glow

76 Citrus cover

77 Poker ritual

78 “Me neither”

79 Bit of kindling

82 Removal instruction

83 Sold-out sign

84 Atlas dot

87 Chain that welcomes dogs

127

88 Erstwhile DC stadium
89 Makes illegal
90 The business of business
92 Acidity measuring system
94 ROTC relative
98 Rich layer cakes
99 Squirrel, e.g.
100 Like __ of bricks
101 Era
103 Have durability
107 Food for thought

108 Conjecture

109 Decide you will
110 German auto

111 Oafish person

112 Simpsons tavern
113 Late May race
114 KGB organizer
115 Visit to a webpage
117 Code-breaking org.
118 Worked a mine
119 Shout of surprise
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HOUSEHOLD GOODS

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES TODAY with a
GENERAC Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive
a FREE 5-year warranty w/
qualifying purchase. Call 1-
877-626-1009 today to
schedule a free quote. it's not
just a generator. Its a power
move. (WCAN)

ELIMINATE GUTTER
CLEANING FOREVER!
LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military
Discounts.

Call 1-877-920-3533

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL
Can install a new, custom
bath or shower in as little as
one day. For a limited time,
we're cutting installation
costs in half & offering a
FREE safety upgrade!
Additional terms apply.
Subject to change and vary
be dealer. Offer ends 3/31/24
1-833-224-4977 (WCAN)

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE:
QUEEN MATTRESSES
FROM $199 40 Styles on

Display! All Sizes Avail.
PlymouthFurnitureWl.com
2133 Eastern Ave Plymouth
WI 920-892-6006 Open Daily
(WCAN)

REPLACE YOUR ROOF
w/the best looking & longest
lasting material, steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! 3 Styles &
multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer - up to
50% OFF Installation + Add'l
10% off install (for military,
health
workers & 1st responders)
Call Erie Metal Roofs
1-877-845-6606 (WCAN)

The bathroom of your
dreams in as
little as 1 day. Limited Time
Offer - $1000 off or No
Payments & No
Interest for 18 months for
customers who qualify. BCI
Bath & Shower. Many
options available. Quality
materials & professional
installation. Senior &
Military
Discounts Available. Call
today! 1-877-651-1850
(WCAN)

THINKING ABOUT
INSTALLING A NEW
SHOWER? American

Standard makes it easy.
FREE design
consultation. Enjoy your
shower again! Call
1-844-479-1327 today to see
how you can save $1,000 on
installation, or visit
www.newshowerdeal.com/wc
p (WCAN)

MISCELLANEQUS FOR SALE

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO
SELL? .... GET RESULTS!
Affordable advertising that
fits your budget! Reach
OVER 300,000 homes! Place
your ad in MANY weekly
Wisconsin Shoppers &
Buyers' Guide papers for as
low as $36.00 Call today!
Publishers
Development Service, Inc.
(PDS, Inc.) 1-920-922-4864
www.pdsadnet.com

CAVALIER KING CHARLES
PUPPIES Vet/wormed/shots
$300 715-223-0782

FOR SALE: ACA POODLE
Male 27 Ib DOB 4-25-18
Proven Breeder or great pet
$250 Also Female Shiba Inu
pups Ready 4-24 Reserve
yours now $300
715-773-1778

MINI BERNEDOODLE
PUPPIES Shots/Vet ckd.
Dews/wormed $375-$750 No
Sun Calls 715-409-3321
(495932) (WCAN)

Moyen Poodle Pups $450
Samoyed Pups $550 Ready
to go 715-409-0533

Older AUSSIE DOODLE
PUPS Shots/Worm/Vet Can
Deliver $250 715-255-2661

(#269146)

PRETTY POM PUPPY F-
$380; Yorkie Pom Puppies
cute cuddly fluffy
socialized Males-$350, 1st
shots 715-229-2964

REG TOY POODLE PUPS
dews/shots/vet-chk'd/wormed
Non -Shed $400-$500
READY to go 715-536-0697
or 715-316-2522 (524892)
(WCAN)

REG YORKSHIRE TERRIER
PUPPIES Vet
checked/wormed/dews,
Males $1000; Females
$1200 No Sun Calls 715-
409-3321 (495932) (WCAN)

Vehicles

Vehicles

Services

GET YOUR DEDUCTION
AHEAD OF THE YEAR-
END! Donate Your Car,
Truck or SUV to assist the
blind & visually impaired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup & secure a
generous year-end tax
credit. Call HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND today at!
844-374-3067 (WCAN)

Services

CONNECT TO THE BEST
WIRELESS home Internet
with EarthLink. Enjoy speeds
from 5G & 4G LTE networks,
no contracts, easy
installation, & data plans up
to 300 GB. Call
844-223-7265 (WCAN)

DENTAL INSURANCE.
From Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Don't Wait!
Call now! Get your FREE
Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 855-807-9516

www.dental50plus.com/wic
ommunity #6258 (WCAN)

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET
Get your favorite live TV,
sports, &
local channels. 99% signal
reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months.
HBO Max & Premium
Channels included for 3 mos
(w/CHOICE Package or
higher) No
annual contract, no hidden
fees! Some restrictions apply.
Call IVS 1-833-574-1746
(WCAN)

DIRECTV Sports Pack 3
Months on Us! Watch pro &
College sports LIVE. Plus
over 40 regional & specialty
networks included. NFL,
College
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL,
Golf & more. Some
restrictions apply
Call DIRECTV
1-888-925-9452 (WCAN)

DON'T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned about a
fall or wants to regain access
to their entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today!
1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

Get DISH Satellite TV &
Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus
limited Time Up to $600 in
Gift Cards. Call Today!
1-844-897-8523 (WCAN)

HughesNet Satellite
Internet: 25 mbps starting at
$49.99/mo! Get More Data,
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST
download speeds. Wifi built
in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease
customers! Limited Time Call
1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

MobileHelp, America's
Premier
Mobile Medical Alert
System. Whether you're
home or away, for safety and
Peace of Mind. No Long
Term Contracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today! 1-855-
491-0732 (WCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck,
boat, RV and more to support
our veterans! Schedule a
FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-844-406-2647
today! (WCAN)

Turn Trash Into
Cash with the
CLASSIFIEDS

STROKE &
CARDIOVASCULAR
disease are leading causes
of death, according to the
AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION. Screening
can provide peace of mind or
early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening
to
schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings
for just $149! Call
1-888-675-5048 (WCAN)

UP TO $15,000 OF
GUARANTEED LIFE
INSURANCE! No medical
exam or health questions.
Cash to help pay funeral &
other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance
Company 844-433-5898 or
visit www.Life55plus.info/wcp
(WCAN)

WCAN (Wisconsin
Community Ad Network)
and/or the member
publications review ads to
the best of their ability.
Unfortunately, many
unscrupulous people are
ready to take your money!
PLEASE BE CAREFUL
ANSWERING ANY AD THAT
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO
BE TRUE! For more
information, or to file a
complaint regarding an ad,
please
contact The Department of
Trade, Agriculture &
Consumer Protection
1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

SWITCH & SAVE UP TO
$250/YEAR on your talk, text
& data. No contract & no
hidden fees. Unlimited talk &
text with flexible data plans.
Premium
nationwide coverage. 100%
U.S. based customer service.
For more info, call
1-844-883-1477 (WCAN)

Vacation/
Lake Property

WESLEY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC Timeshare
Cancellation Experts Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare
debt & fees cancelled in
2019. Get FREE
informational package &
learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! FREE
consultations. Over 450
positive
reviews.

CALL 844-374-2565
(WCAN)

MISCALLANEOUS APARTMENTS/DUPLEX

Mountain Bay Trail
Apartments
1/2/3 Bedrooms
Onsite Management
Heat Included
Single Car Garage
W/D in apartment
Rent begins at $835
715-526-8790

SOLD AS IS
Reslauran] Qualily Gas
Range Tar Sale
Zain: Famrick Sounct has =
reglural gas ressbaararn e
for 23 <. [tis a Carland
CSWE R i, ~ D basiers
or & eurrsrs, Bnd £ gnll vtk
P, Wovess pors oo
an 1-16-"200, Wa ane 2ak-
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1Gth. 1"e =icve neads to
e pricsead upe by Pelaars
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it in tre callectan bazks
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up =17 appo Ttment.
SE-ATA-TAAT

445 Humphrey Cr.
Beautiful

Fully Remodeled

1 or 2 Bedroom
Convenient location

Garage Available

Starting at $715 + Deposit

Tom 715-280-0525

1330 E Lieg Ave
2 bedrooms
Great location
Parking avail.
Starting at $775 + deposit
Pete 715-218-5731

WANTED TO BUY

1350 E Lieg Ave
Beautiful recently
Fully Remodeled
2 bedrooms
Great loc. Garage avail.
Starting at $795 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

WANTED TO BUY:
Jusebcses, veninger
vashas, ol cars, pats,
SEQ-TNT -5

Don't
store it
in the
attic.

SELL
IT!

715-526-6188
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Your source for the latest local news and
sports is www.newmedia-wi.com

GolLamers.com/careers ® (920) 842-2937
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Workshop looks at corn silage, pests

A workshop is being
held March 26 to assist
farm decision-making
regarding corn pest man-
agement and corn silage
management.

Corn is grown on more
acres in Wisconsin than
any other crop. Corn
silage forms the larg-
est ration component on
most Wisconsin dairy
farms and is a particularly

important crop in north-
eastern Wisconsin.

The upcoming work-
shop will assist farmers
as they make final plans
for the 2025 production
season. The workshop is
sponsored by the Shawa-
no County Forage Coun-
cil, University of Wis-
consin-Extension and the
Nitrogen Optimization
Pilot Program. The event

will take place in the hog
barn at Doc’s Harley-
Davidson, W2709 state
Highway 29, Bonduel.
The program features
corn disease and myco-
toxin management; weed
management; new corn
silage forage quality test-
ing procedures and loss
reduction strategies; short
stature corn’s fit as silage;
and optimizing nutrient

OBITUARIES

Gail A. Cole, 75, of Gil-
lett, passed away on Mon-
day, March 10, 2025, after
battling with Parkinson’s
disease for 24 years.

Gail was born Sept. 24,
1949, to the late Nathan
and Juanita Horne in
Waukesha. She graduated
from Hartland Arrowhead
High School in 1967 and
UW-Stout in 1971. Gail
received her master’s of
special education from
UW-0Oshkosh in 1990.

After spending several
years at home taking care
of her kids, Gail entered
the workforce at CESA 8
in Gillett. She worked first
as a secretary in the office,
then as a teacher’s aide,
and finally as a special
education teacher at Gillett
High School, in a career
that spanned 28 years.

After high school, Gail
attended UW-Stout where
she met her husband, Bill.
They married in 1971 and
moved to Gillett in 1972,
where they raised their
two children and became
very involved in the
community.

Gail was on the original
committee that founded
the Sunshine Childcare
Center. She was involved
with the Gillett Civic
Club food stand and was
a member of the Finnegan
Lake Walleye Club. Gail
also enjoyed helping with
the We Believe Christmas
program in Gillett.

Gail and Bill enjoyed
traveling with family and
friends. They visited all

Gail A. Cole

50 states. The couple also
served as grand marshals
for the Gillett Fourth of
July Celebration one year.

In her spare time, Gail
enjoyed gardening, craft-
ing, fishing, bird watch-
ing and playing a horse
racing game monthly with
friends. She especially
loved all of the time spent
with her four grandchil-
dren, attending sporting
events, hosting tea parties,
creating treasure hunts
and playing Yahtzee.

She will be remembered
for her kindness, wit and
sense of humor.

Gail is survived by her
husband of 54 years, Bill;
son, James (Trisha) Cole,
of Janesville; daughter,
Heather (Brek) Zortman,
of Mukwonago; grandchil-
dren, Luke (Kendra Elgin)
Zortman, of Council Bluffs,
Iowa, Julia Zortman, of
Madison, and Anna and
Ally Cole, of Janesville;
sisters, Sandie Horne, of
Hartland, and Jeri (Mike)
Henman, of Mayville. She

is further survived by
many nieces, nephews,
other relatives and friends.

She was preceded in
death by her parents,
Nathan and Juanita Horne;
mother- and father-in-
law, John and Mary Cole;
brother, Duane Horne;
sister-in-law, Susan Cole;
and brother-in-law, John
E. Cole.

Visitation will be held
on Saturday, May 17, 2025,
at the Oconto County
Fair Expo Hall in Zippel
Park from 10 a.m. until the
memorial service at noon.
A celebration of life will
follow the service.

Gruetzmacher Funeral
Home is assisting the fam-
ily with arrangements.
Online condolences can
be expressed at www.
gruetzmacherfuneralhome.
com.

The family would
like to thank the staffs of
Evergreen Health Services
in Shawano, ThedaCare
at Home and ThedaCare
Hospice for the wonder-
ful care and compassion
shown to Gail and her
family during their time
of need. Further thanks to
Gail’s sister, Sandie, for her
dedicated and compassion-
ate care.

management, with an em-
phasis on NOPP results
from northeast Wiscon-
sin. At the conclusion of
the program, a fundrais-
ing auction of donated ag
items will be held by the
Shawano County Forage
Council.

Registration opens at
9:30 a.m., with the edu-
cational program taking
place from 10 a.m. to 2

p-m. A full meal and all
events are included in the
$20 per person registra-
tion fee.

Midwest Forage As-
sociation membership
benefits will be discussed
at the event but is not a

prerequisite for attending.

Certified Crop Advisor
CEUs will be available.

Register in advance
by calling the Shawano

County Extension Office
at 715-526-6136; download-
ing the registration form
from the Ag Newsletter at
https://marinette.exten-
sion.Wisconsinsc.edu/
agriculture/agriculture-
newsletter/complete-
feburary-2025-newsletter;
or emailing contact
information and number
of persons attending to
scott.reuss@wisc.edu.

APOLLO

smart.

Meet Apollo. He is a
young petite pitbull
with playful energy.
He has done well

in his kennel and is

potty trained. He is

treat motivated and

HAMLET

Meet Hamlet. He is

a 10 year old senior
boy looking for a
home. Overall, he is

a friendly and calm
cat who has done
well with other cats

in his previous home.
He would do great
adopted with another

buddy.

DAYTONA

Daytona is a very
sweet dog, who has
been well behaved for
staff. She is good with
other dogs and likes
the outdoors. She

has done well in her
kennel and is potty

SQUIRREL

Squirrel is an adven-
turous and curious
cat. He adjusts well
to new environments
and is great with
meeting new people.
He will make a great
addition to his new

Monday - Friday

trained home.
Larry & Janice
McGray
Bob &
Phone: 920-846-0430 Chl‘lS
535 Locust Ave.,
OI::::::IEISIS Waltel' S ] r. Antique Automotive

(920) 834-4447
Stiles Junction

Oconto Area Humane Society
and Animal Shelter
920-830-1738

150 S. Katch Drive, Oconto

To make an appointment, call the shelter or

email ocontoareahumane@gmail.com
Please see all adoptable pets at www.ocontoareahumane.org.Suppporting hoeless pets is one of the best acts of kindness.

HOURS:
Mon Wed. Fri.
11am-4pm,
Sat. & Sun.
8am-11am.

To place your ad here
call 920-360-3450

Got a news tip? Planning a special event?
Send the info to news@newmedia-wi.com
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[CUARANTEED LOWEST/PRICES/

SHOP TOP NAME BRANDS IN ALL DEPARTMENTS

187 OEEAPPLTANGESEENBESTIINIEURNITURESENPRIGEMATCH]ELEGTRONIGS

NEW/&USED/APBLIANCES 12)VEARSIRUNNING 4K{(HDSSMARTATV;S

Hotpoint.

URIT0)75%0EEEURNITURESERUPITOI$300/INSTANTIGASHERRS PECIAORDER\WITHIUS

SUOREIRE SENIRNES MWINYEULLQUEENYAND/KING RSN CUSTOMIZEDTO/EITAVOURISTVLE!

Fee DELIVERY ~ SPtee INTERIOR DESIGN ~ tee OF INTEREST

SETUP, REMOVAL & DISPOSAL™ WITH YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY FINANCE YOUR PURCHASE™
ANYWHERE IN WISCONSIN ENJOY FREE, PERSONALIZED INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES 60 MONTHS ON FURNITURE & MATTRESSES
IN 3 DAYS OR LESS TAILORED TO YOUR STYLE AND NEEDS 18 MONTHS ON ELECTRONICS & APPLIANCES

*WITH MINIMUM SPEND; SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. **WITH CREDIT APPROVAL. MINIMUM MONTHLY PAYMENT REQUIRED. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

R (715) 526-6196 @ SENZIGS.COM @ 1482 E GREEN BAY ST, SHAWANO, W1 54166
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Happy St. Patrick’s Day

Coachlight Bar and Grill was among the many featured entries in the St. Pat-
rick’s Day parade held March 15 along Lake Drive in the Mooseyards. Area
residents lined the road to watch the annual event despite a falling rain that
began about 20 minutes before the parade kicked of. With the luck of the
Irish, it pretty much went away when the entries started rolling out of the

Shawano Lake Golf Course lot to get things underway.
KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

Marty Pecha and Micki Hoskins, of Gillett, were decked out in green from
head to toe as they watched the annual St. Patrick's Day parade March 15.
The parade featured plenty of business floats and vehicles, music, candy and
just about anything you could make green. KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

Morganne Milprim, left, and fiance Kiana Van Dorrick were ready to cele-
brate St. Patrick's Day prior to the start of the traditional Mooseyards pa-
rade held March 15. KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

Will Mielke Arts Center, park
revert back to private property?

Group wants to operate site as for-profit business

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-Chief

Last year’s shuttering
of The Gathering banquet
hall and a general lack
of other large venues in
the Shawano area has
prompted a pair of local
business owners to team
up in hopes of filling that
gap, and they hope to do
it by turning the Mielke
Arts Center and Mielke
County Park into a for-
profit business.

Kelli Penfold, from
Sakom Netanak LLC, and
Lori Mathwich, from Fire
Fitness Camp Shawano,
recently established Mis-
sion 1st Event Manage-
ment LLC with plans to
reform the Mielke Arts
Center into a private
venue for local groups
and individuals.

“The plan would be to
leave the Mielke as it is
as far as the arts council
would have their three
opportunities to do their
plays, leave the Olde
Time Music Festival, not
touch anything that’s
there as far as what has
been there,” Mathwich
told the county’s pub-
lic property committee
March 13. “We have so
much music stuff in this
town ... and we just don’t
use it. I just see so much
opportunity there.”

This 31.5-acre site
hosts a 250-seat theater,
picnic area, playground,
outdoor amphitheater,
shelter with restrooms
and parking area.

Penfold created a
proposal for Mission 1st
Event Management and
noted they have met with
the Mielke Family Foun-
dation, which supports
their venture.

“Our goal is to maxi-
mize the usage of this
property while minimiz-
ing Shawano County’s
responsibility, resources
and costs,” Penfold wrote

in the proposal.

Target audiences
would include commu-
nity groups such as Boy
Scouts, Girl Scouts, the-
ater groups, youth groups,
4-H, school classes and
other educational groups.
It could also host private
events such as weddings,
baby showers, meetings,
recitals and concerts.

Mission 1st Event Man-
agement is proposing a
two-year lease of the site,
during which it would
assume all responsibili-
ties and upkeep costs of
the Mielke Arts Center
and surrounding areas to
include bathrooms, play-
ground area, trails and
parking lot.

The company would
hire a full-time manager
for marketing and sales.

All profits during those
two years would be rein-
vested back into the prop-
erty and used for mainte-
nance and improvements,
such as securing access to
the parking lot, upgrading
public trails and installing
security cameras to cover
areas that are a known
hub for illegal activity.

Upon successful

completion of these two
years, Mission 1st Event
Management would
obtain complete control
over the property.

Supervisor Tom
Kautza said he likes the
proposal but believes
the two-year lease is too
short.

“I still think that’s a
little too soon,” he said.
“We’re better off with a
longer lease, like a seven-,
10-year lease, and see how
that goes.”

He said he’d also want
to work with the current
leaseholder, the Shawano
County Arts Council, to
guarantee their continued
use of the facility.

The current lease with
the arts council expires
Aug. 31, and the county
would need to provide a
90-day notice if it intends
not to renew the lease.

Mathwich said the
park and theater are
underutilized.

“There’s a lot of home-
less living behind it,” she
said. “When you drive out
there, the cops are deal-
ing with drugs. We would
clean it up. It’s just losing
its way without someone

being out there managing
it.”

The proposal also not-
ed the creation of a com-
mittee that would include
two members of Mission
1st Event Management
and at least one mem-
ber each of the Shawano
County Board, Wescott
Town Board, Mielke Fam-
ily Foundation and local
law enforcement.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

WNAXLP
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' YOUNG LASS SOMETIMES IT’S A CURSE,

JACK, THAT WOMEN FIND
RING AT YOU, ME SO IRRESISTIBLE
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