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Mountain town chairman race
is only local primary

All county voters are
being asked to narrow
superintendent
field and answer a
referendum question
on Voter ID

BY WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

A three-way race for Mountain town
chairman is on the primary election ballot
Feb. 18, in addition to a statewide primary
for superintendent of public instruction.

Early voting began Feb. 4 and will con-
tinue until Feb. 13.

Incumbent Mountain Town Chairman
Lindor “Skip” Maletzke faces two chal-
lengers in the spring election — Town
Board Supervisor Brenda Carey-Mielke
and Tom Huff. The top two vote-getters
in the primary will face off in the April 1
general election.

A race is also on for town chairperson
in the Town of Lakewood, where Scott
Van Laanen chose not to run for reelec-
tion. Mike Musil and Kevin L. Ballangee
will square off in April.

Little Suamico Town Chairman Dale

Mohr is being challenged by Frank Nowak,

in a rematch of the 2022 spring election.
Little Suamico is also expanding its town
board from three members to five, includ-
ing the chair. Six people are running for
the four available slots, including incum-
bents Liz Paape and Tracey Krumrei, as
well as David E. Primly, Penny Helmle,
Dan Herzberg and Nowak.

In the Town of Oconto Falls, Town
Chairman Dave Alsteen faces a challenge
from Robert Wolf.

And in the Town of Underhill, Town
Chairman Peter Vorpahl is challenged by
Mark Winkler.

The vast majority of incumbent local
officials are running unopposed for reelec-
tion, and in several communities where in-
cumbents decided not to run, only a single
candidate stepped forward to take the job.

Those include the Town of Bagley,
where Tom Bauer is running to succeed
Town Chairman Greg Lechleitner; the
Town of How, where Ken Holmes is
unopposed to succeed William Bartz Jr.
as chair; and the Town of Maple Valley,
where Supervisor Mike Beyer is the only
candidate to replace Town Chairman Rus-
sel Brock.

In the Town of Pensaukee, Town

INSIDE
St. Anthony School hosts Taste of
the Knights of Columbus.
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Cliff Gerbers, who has served as treasurer of the Gillett School Board since 1984, has decided not to run for another
three-year term. Gerbers was named Board of Education Member of the Year by the Wisconsin Rural Schools Alli-

ance in 2023.

SPRING ELECTION CANDIDATES

Find the list of candidates on the April 1 ballot, including
the Feb. 18 primary for Mountain Town Chairman and state
superintendent of public instruction, on Page 2.

Clerk Jackie Nelis is not on the ballot, and
Trudie Chico is the sole candidate to suc-
ceed her.

Among local school boards, the biggest
changes are expected in Gillett, where
longtime Treasurer Cliff Gerbers and Pres-
ident Jamie Young opted not to run for
another term on the seven-person board.

Gerbers was first elected to the school
board in 1983 and has been treasurer for 39
of those 40 years. He and his wife, Mary,
were grand marshals of the 2017 Gillett
Independence Day Parade.

The three incumbents running on the
Oconto Falls City Council are unopposed
— Devin Wirtz, Ashley Bahrke and Mat
McDermid. In Gillett, Alderperson Irene
Drake is challenged by Keri Hicks, while
Ashley VanStraten and Jerry Luther are
unopposed.

And in Oconto, there are six candidates
for four positions on the city council —
incumbent Bob LeBreck along with Rob
Gunner Daul, Kim Bronikowski, Mike
Feldt, Violet McFadden Hornick, Casey
Sowle and Wibble Sowle.

The Mountain town chairman race
is the only local contest Feb. 18, but all
county voters will be asked to choose the
finalists for the state’s highest elected edu-
cation position. Jill Underly is running for
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a second four-year term against Brittany
Kinser and Jeff Wright.

In addition, a statewide referendum
question whether the state’s Voter ID Law
should be enshrined in the state constitu-
tion. The question is, “Shall section 1m of
Article III of the constitution be cre-
ated to require that voters present valid
photographic identification verifying their
identity to vote in any election, subject to
exceptions which may be established by
law?”

Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Feb. 18, or voters may contact their mu-
nicipal clerk for an absentee ballot or to
cast an absentee ballot in person.

The written application must include
your voting address within the municipal-
ity where you wish to vote; the address
where the absentee ballot should be
sent, if different from the voting address;
your signature; and a copy of your photo
identification.

The deadline for submitting an absen-
tee ballot application is Feb. 13, and the
last day to vote an absentee ballot in the
clerk’s office is 5 p.m. Feb. 14. By state law,
no in-person absentee voting may occur
on the day before the election.

The municipal clerk will deliver voted
absentee ballots returned on or before
Election Day to the proper polling place or
counting location before the polls close on
Feb. 18. Any ballots received after the polls
close will not be counted.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

klahoma
fugitive
caught in
Oconto
County

Arrest warrant had
been issued in Tulsa
on Jan. 1/

BY WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

An Oklahoma woman found not guilty
by reason of insanity in a fatal 2013 crash
has been apprehended in Oconto County
after she apparently violated the terms of
her release from a mental institution.

Shea Lynn McClain, 38, of Collins-
ville, Oklahoma, appeared before Oconto
County Judge Michael Judge on Jan.

29 after being taken into custody on a
mental health hold. The judge scheduled
an extradition hearing for Feb. 5 to give
her time to speak with the State Public
Defender’s Office, and said the date can be
moved up on request.

According to online records, McClain
caused a car wreck in Tulsa County
on Dec. 5, 2013, that led to the death of
Cameron Hood, 24, a photojournalist for
KJRH-TV Channel 2 in Tulsa. McClain
failed to stop at a stop sign and ran into

FUGITIVE, CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

SHEA LYNN MCCLAIN
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Candidates for spring election listed

Candidates will appear on the April 1spring
election ballot in Oconto County, except where
there is a primary election pending. The top
two vote-getters for each position in the Feb.
18 primary will advance.

All county voters will vote for:

Justice of the Supreme Court

Brad Schimel

Susan Crawford
State Superintendent of Public Instruction

PRIMARY PENDING

Jeff Wright

Brittany Kinser

Jill Underly (inc.)

Court of Appeals

Judge, District 3

Lisa K. Stark
Statewide referendum

Question 1. “Photographic identification for
voting. Shall section Tm of Article Ill of the con-
stitution be created to require that voters pres-
ent valid photographic identification verifying
their identity to vote in any election, subject to
exceptions which may be established by law?”

The following municipalities will also vote
for the candidates and offices of their jurisdic-
tion:

TOWN OF ABRAMS
Town Chairperson
Don Demeny (inc.)
Town Board Supervisor (2)

Bonnie Hearley

Erik R. Leonhardt

Dennis Ferdon (inc.)

Town Clerk

Jean Hansen (inc.)
Town Treasurer

Tara Klug (inc.)
Constable

Raymond L. Rybka (inc.)

TOWN OF BAGLEY

Town Chairperson

Tom Bauer
Town Board Supervisor (2)

Mike Fischer (inc.)

David Leisner (inc.)
Town Clerk

Alan Sleeter (inc.)
Town Treasurer

Joe Hoerth (inc.)

TOWN OF BRAZEAU
Town Chairperson
Ryan Wendt (inc.)
Town Board Supervisor (2)
John A. Fetterly (inc.)
Craig Kasten (inc.)

TOWN OF BREED

Town Chairperson

Phillip Christenson (inc.)
Town Board Supervisor (2)

Mark Quandt (inc.)

Ahren Telford
Town Clerk

Kristen Telford (inc.)
Town Treasurer

Ethel Firgens (inc.)

TOWN OF CHASE
Town Chairperson
Gary Van Lannen (inc.)
Town Board Supervisor (2)
Dennis Kroll (inc.)
Jeff D. VanEnkevort (inc.)

TOWN OF DOTY
Town Chairperson
Andrew Stemp (inc.)
Town Board Supervisor (2)
Randall Siewert (inc.)
Andrew Dryja (inc.)

TOWN OF GILLETT

Town Chairperson

Andy Schaal (inc.)
Town Board Supervisor (2)

Marilyn Reichwald (inc.)

Marty Luther (inc.)
Town Clerk

Renee Carlson (inc.)
Town Treasurer

John Peterik (inc.)

TOWN OF HOW

Town Chairperson
Ken Holmes

Town Board Supervisor (2)
David Hischke (inc.)
John H. Moede (inc.)

TOWN OF LAKEWOOD

Town Chairperson

Mike Musil

Kevin L. Ballangee
Town Board Supervisor (2)

James Bostwick (inc.)

Joanne Roy (inc.)
Town Clerk

Michelle Moczynski (inc.)
Town Treasurer

James W. Beno (inc.)
Town Assessor

Peter A. Liptack (inc.)

TOWN OF LITTLE SUAMICO
Town Chairperson
Dale Mohr (inc.)
Frank Nowak
Town Board Supervisor (4)
David E. Primly
Liz Paape (inc.)
Tracey Krumrei (inc.)
Penny Helmle
Dan Herzberg
Frank Nowak

TOWN OF MAPLE VALLEY

Town Chairperson

Mike Beyer
Town Board Supervisor (2)

Anthony Gauthier

Andrew Angus (inc.)
Town Clerk

Cindy Tousey (inc.)
Town Treasurer

Jill Wendt (inc.)

TOWN OF MORGAN

Town Chairperson

Lori Witthuhn (inc.)
Town Board Supervisor (2)

Jeff Folts (inc.)

Joe Brusky (inc.)
Town Clerk

Erin Mooers (inc.)
Town Treasurer

Lorie Wiese (inc.)

TOWN OF MOUNTAIN
Town Chairperson
PRIMARY PENDING
Lindor “Skip” Maletzke (inc.)
Brenda Carey-Mielke
Tom Huff

Town Board Supervisor (2)
Wayne O'Barski (inc.)
Jody Wydeven

Town Clerk/Treasurer
Lynn Kauzlaric (inc.)

TOWN OF OCONTO

Town Chairperson

Patrick J. Scanlan (inc.)
Town Board Supervisor #1

Paul Pansier (inc.)
Town Board Supervisor #2

Chad Van Hulle (inc.)
Town Clerk

Lynn Scanlan (inc.)
Town Treasurer

Mandy Leonard (inc.)

TOWN OF OCONTO FALLS

Town Chairperson

Robert Wolf

Dave Alsteen (inc.)
Town Board Supervisor #1

Victor Peterson (inc.)
Town Board Supervisor #2

Michael L. Kaczmarek (inc.)

TOWN OF PENSAUKEE

Town Chairperson

Dan Bergh (inc.)
Town Board Supervisor #1

Daniel A. Rehbein (inc.)
Town Board Supervisor #2

Kyle W. Nelis (inc.)
Town Clerk

Trudie Chico
Town Treasurer

Sandra Falk (inc.)

TOWN OF RIVERVIEW
Town Chairperson
Jim Zittlow (inc.)
Town Board Supervisor (2)
David R. Szepanski (inc.)
David VanZeeland (inc.)

TOWN OF SPRUCE
Town Chairperson
Terry Brazeau (inc.)
Town Board Supervisor (2)
Bradley J. Paitl (inc.)
Suzanne Verhagen (inc.)

TOWN OF STILES

Town Chairperson
Jason Flynn (inc.)
Town Board Supervisor #1
Write-in
Town of Board Supervisor #2
Robert Telford (inc.)
Town Clerk
Terrah J. Patton (inc.)
Town Treasurer
Caitlin P. Gillum (inc.)

TOWN OF TOWNSEND

Town Chairperson

Monica M. Zeller (inc.)
Town Board Supervisor (2)

Chuck DeMoulin (inc.)

Willis Evans (inc.)
Town Clerk

Linda Ziegler (inc.)
Town Treasurer

Beth Hartman (inc.)

TOWN OF UNDERHILL

Town Chairperson
Mark Winkler
Peter Vorpahl (inc.)

Town Board Supervisor (2)
Robert (BJ) McCarthy (inc.)
Patrick Nelson (inc.)

Town Clerk
Tracy A. Winkler (inc.)

Town Treasurer
Miles A. Winkler (inc.)

VILLAGE OF LENA

Village President

Steve Marquardt (inc.)
Village Trustee (3)

Terry L. Hinds (inc.)

Kathy L. Lindstrom

Write-in

VILLAGE OF SURING

Village President

Leslie Steffeck (inc.)
Village Trustee (3)

James F. Kohlway (inc.)

Tina Nieling (inc.)

Roderic D. Miller

GILLETT CITY COUNCIL

Ward 1

Ashley VanStraten (inc.)
Ward 2

Jerome Luther (inc.)
Ward 3

Irene Drake (inc.)

Keri Hicks

OCONTO CITY COUNCIL

City Council (4)

Rob Gunner Daul

Bob LeBreck (inc.)

Casey Sowle

Wibble Sowle

Kim Bronikowski

Violet McFadden Hornick

Mike Feldt
Municipal Judge

Cheryl A. Young (inc.)

Steve Brazeau

OCONTO FALLS CITY COUNCIL
District 1
Devin Wirtz (inc.)
District 2
Ashley Bahrke (inc.)
District 3
Mathew McDermid (inc.)

GILLETT SCHOOL BOARD (3)
Lorie Beyer

Robin Banaszynski (inc.)

Tonia Kruschke

Trisha Ondik

OCONTO SCHOOL BOARD
Rural Seat
Crissy Thome Kumhala (inc.)
City Seat
Sara Trepanier

OCONTO FALLS

SCHOOL BOARD (2)
Chad Earley (inc.)
Sarah Schindel (inc.)

PULASKI SCHOOL BOARD
Zone 1— Village of Pulaski
Heidi Bukowiec (inc.)
Zone 3 - Towns of Angelica and Green Valley
Josh Kolodziej (inc.)

SURING SCHOOL BOARD
Towns of Bagley, Maple Valley and Spruce
Rhonda Stuart (inc.)
Towns of Doty, Mountain and Riverview
Amanda Siebert (inc.)

New NorthLakes clinic opens in Oconto

duce vital new services to
meet community needs.”
Two new services —
behavioral health and
chiropractic care — will
now be offered, along with
expanded dental and patient
supports. Optometry is

local health care services,
particularly in mental health
care, according to a NLCC
press release. The facility’s
location next to Bellin Hos-
pital creates a centralized
health care hub for Oconto
residents, streamlining

NorthLakes Commu-
nity Clinic (NLCC) has
announced the opening of
a new health care facility in
Oconto, expanding access
to essential medical services
for area residents.

The 10,000-square-foot

health systems work togeth-
er,” said Julie Bulin, vice
president of Bellin Health
Oconto Hospital. “Our part-
nership with NorthLakes is
bringing new opportunities
for comprehensive care

to the people of Oconto

follows months of plan-
ning and construction

by IEI Contractors. The
project is a collaborative
effort between NLCC and
Bellin Hospital, and the land
acquisition benefits both
organizations’ operational

ment to addressing critical
health care needs in Oconto
County.

“Today marks a transfor-
mative moment for health
care access in Oconto
County,” said NorthLakes
CEO Ana Tochterman.

clinic adjacent to Bellin “This new facility enables expected in the future. access to various wellness needs. County, improving offerings
Health Oconto Hospital us to enhance our existing This expansion ad- services. “This facility shows and helping us pave the way
represents NLCC’s commit-  dental services and intro- dresses a crucial gap in The facility’s opening what can be achieved when  for a healthier tomorrow.”
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Chef James Ryczkowski, who cooked at St. Norbert College for 27 years, serves hand-carved slow-roasted roast beef
onto a homemade potato roll for the Rev. Walter Stumpf during the Taste of Knights fundraiser event. The event was

a capstone to the St. Anthony Parish's celebration of National Catholic Schools Week.

NATHAN BIRR

Plenty of food served up
at St. Anthony School

By NATHAN BIRR
Correspondent

More than 70 plates
were served at St. Antho-
ny Parish on Feb. 1 at the
Taste of Knights.

This event was a
fundraiser for the Oconto
Falls Knights of Colum-
bus council. With a $20
admission, attendees
enjoyed an evening of
all-you-can-eat food and
beverages served by local
Knights.

FUGITIVE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the car that Hood was
driving, killing him. Her
car was traveling at be-
tween 96 and 104 mph in
a 40 mph zone at the time
of the collision.

A criminal complaint
was filed in August 2014
charging her with child
neglect and negligent
homicide by use of a mo-
tor vehicle. The second
charge was amended in
April 2015 to manslaugh-
ter in the first degree by
use of a vehicle.

On May 22, 2017,
McClain was found not
guilty by reason of insan-
ity, and she was ordered
confined to the Oklahoma
Forensic Center in Vinita,
Oklahoma, the state’s

Dishes included Guin-
ness Irish stew by Lee
Ward, potato pierogi by
Carl Blahnik, pulled pork
sliders with apple slaw
by Rick Lemke, Swed-
ish meatballs by Craig
Young, Polish sausage
and kielbasa.

Chef James Rycz-
kowski, who cooked at
St. Norbert College for 27
years, served hand-carved
slow-roasted roast beef
onto homemade potato
rolls.

“I went to culinary
school in Chicago, and
one of my classmates was
the inventor of Sweet
Baby Ray’s barbecue
sauce,” Ryczkowski said.

In addition to the meal,
there were raffle baskets
and a 50/50 raffle.

St. Anthony Parish
is gearing up for a busy
spring. Its annual school
auction is scheduled for
April 5, and its popu-
lar food truck event is
planned for May 5.

largest inpatient behav-
ioral health facility in the
Oklahoma Department of
Mental Health and Sub-
stance Abuse Services.
In May 2024, Tulsa
County Judge David
Guten approved a place-
ment plan with conditions
including that McClain
may not leave the county
or the state of Oklahoma
without first seeking per-
mission from the court.
According to the case
file with the Oconto
County Clerk of Courts
Office, on Jan. 17 of this
year, Guten issued a
bench warrant charg-
ing McClain with indi-
rect contempt of court
and ordering that she

be held without bond
when found. The county
contacted Oklahoma of-
ficials on Jan. 23 after the
warrant turned up in a
computer search after she
was taken into custody.

The fugitive complaint
defines indirect contempt
of court under Oklahoma
law as “willful disobedi-
ence of any process or
order lawfully issued or
made by the court.”

The court files do not
have details about how
authorities knew McClain
had left Oklahoma or the
circumstances that led to
her detainment in Oconto
County.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

CMN leader reflects
on Overstreet's
contributions

The College of Menom-
inee Nation bid farewell
and extended condolences
to the family of longtime
collaborator, researcher
and natural anthropolo-
gist David Overstreet, who
died Jan. 20 at age 82 in
Milwaukee.

Through his trailblaz-
ing work as an agricultural
investigator, independent
archaeological consultant,
CMN adjunct professor
of anthropology (2006-13)
and youth development
facilitator, Overstreet left
an indelible mark on the
college’s legacy, accord-
ing to a statement issued
by CMN. Discoveries and
extensive knowledge of
historical Menominee
lifestyles made due to
his work will benefit the
Menominee Nation for the
foreseeable future.

“CMN'’s focus on
Menominee agricultural
practices began because of
research led by Dr. David
Overstreet in collaboration
with the MITW Historic
Preservation Department
in 1995,” CMN President
Christopher Caldwell said.

DAVID OVERSTREET

“Today, agricultural re-
search and production gar-
dens mimic ancient garden
practices on our campus.
We also have a bachelor’s
of sustainable agriculture
degree program inspired
by this work.”

Overstreet’s work built
on current and future
generations through
collaborations with the
Department of Continu-
ing Education and the
Sustainable Development
Institute. These collabora-
tions focused on middle
and high school-level
programs that promoted
higher education, built

leadership skills and
broadened understanding
of sustainability through
place-based experiences.

Students worked with
Overstreet to learn how
to conduct archaeological
investigations on ancestral
gardens and participate
in contemporary research
on CMN and off-campus
sites.

He received a doctorate
in anthropology from UW-
Milwaukee and had been
a practicing professional
archaeologist for over 50
years.

In addition to his work
at CMN, he taught at UW-
Waukesha, UW-Milwau-
kee and was director of
Archaeology at Marquette
University.

He was a research as-
sociate at the Milwaukee
Public Museum. His work
with the Menominee Tribe
led to him being presented
with an appointment as a
sturgeon warrior and hon-
orary thunderbird.

A graveside service will
be held at the Menominee
Nation Cemetery in the
spring.



PAGE 4 « NEW MEDIA = www.newmedia-wi.com * FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2025

8dd0fada
02/07/25
TOWN OF OCONTO FALLS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC TEST

In accordance to Wis. Stats 5.84(1),
Notice is hereby given that the Public
Test of voting equipment to be used at
the Spring Primary Election on Tuesday,
February 18, 2025, will be conducted for
the Town of Oconto Falls on Wednesday,
February 12, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. at the
Town of Oconto Falls Town Hall, 8680
State Hwy 22 West, Oconto Falls. The
Public Test is open to the general public.
Susan L Mogged
Town of Oconto Falls, clerk

5942893d
02/07/25
TOWN OF
SPRUCE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC
TEST

In accordance to Wis Stats 5.84(1),
Notice is hereby given that the Public
Test of the ICE voting machine to be
used at the 2025 Spring Primary Election
on Tuesday, February 18, 2025 will be
conducted for the Town of Spruce on
Tuesday, February 11, 2025 at 5:30 PM
at the Spruce Town Hall, 9097 County Rd
B, Oconto Falls. The Public Test is open
to the general public.

Lisa Peitersen

Spruce Town Clerk

b3699b73
01/24/25, 01/31/25, 02/07/25
STATE OF WISCONSIN, CIRCUIT
COURT, OCONTO COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
FRANK J. POMPROWITZ, JR.
DOD: 12/28/2024
Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)
Case No.
2025 IN 04
1. An application for informal
administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth
03/24/1944 and date of death 12/28/2024
,was domiciled in Oconto County, State
of Wisconsin , with a mailing address of
5973 County Road S, Sobieski, WI
54171.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against
the decedent’s estate is April 22, 2025 .
5. A claim may be filed at the Oconto
County Courthouse, 301 Washington
Street, Oconto , Wisconsin, Room 1173 .
Form completed by
Attorney Warren M. Wanezek
417 S. Adams Street
Green Bay, WI 54301
920-437-8191
Bar Number
1004756
WNAXLP

1d708466
02/07/25, 02/14/25
Oconto Falls Municipal Utilities
Oconto Falls, Wisconsin
Control and Relay Panels
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed Bids for relay panels and
termination cabinets will be received by
Oconto Falls Municipal Utilities, at the
office of Forster Electrical Engineering,
located at 550 N. Burr Oak Ave, Oregon,
WI, until 1:00 PM local time on Feb 27th,
2025, at which time the Bids received will
be publicly opened and read. The Project
consists of furnishing and delivering four
(4) control/relay panels and two (2)
termination cabinets.
Bids will be received for a single
Contract. Bids shall be on a lump sum
basis, with additive alternate bid items as
indicated in the Bid Form.
The Issuing Office for the Bidding
Documents is: Forster Electrical
Engineering, Inc. at 550 N Burr Oak
Avenue Oregon, WI 53575. Prospective
Bidders may obtain copies of the Bidding
Documents from the Issuing Office as
described below.
Printed copies of the Bidding Documents
may be obtained from the Issuing Office
upon payment of a deposit of $100 for
each set or $40 for an electronic version.
The date that the Bidding Documents are
transmitted by the Issuing Office will be
considered the Bidder’s date of receipt of
the Bidding Documents. Partial sets of
Bidding Documents will not be available
from the Issuing Office. Neither Owner
nor Engineer will be responsible for full or
partial sets of Bidding Documents,
including Addenda if any, obtained from
sources other than the Issuing Office.
Bid security shall be furnished in
accordance with the Instructions to
Bidders.
Owner: Oconto Falls Municipal Utilities
By: Greg Kuhn
Title: General Manager
Date: January 27, 2025
++ END OF ADVERTISEMENT FOR
BIDS + +

OBITUARIES

Lee A. Smith, 79, of Palm
Harbor, Florida, passed
away unexpectedly on Jan.
14, 2025, at Bellin Hospital
in Green Bay, following
complications from a rou-
tine medical procedure.

Born on May 16, 1945, in
Springfield, Ohio, Lee was
the eldest son of the late
Hamlin and Amy (Arm-
strong) Smith. Raised in La-
Grange, Illinois, he gradu-
ated from Lyons Township
High School in 1963, then
went on to earn a degree
in political science from
Wittenberg University in
1967. Lee briefly attended
law school at John Marshall
before enlisting in the U.S.
Air Force, where he served
with distinction in the
Office of Special Investiga-
tions (OSD).

Lee was known for his
quick wit, sparkling eyes
and captivating sense of
humor. He had an unparal-
leled ability to tell a great
story, always leaving his
listeners with a smile or a
laugh.

Wherever he went,
his infectious energy and
lighthearted tales made him
a cherished presence.

A lifelong lover of

Norman “Jake” Peterson,
73, of Gillett, passed away
on Thursday, Jan. 30, 2025,
with family by his side.

Jake was born April
22,1951, to the late Ed-
ward and Mildred (Olson)
Peterson in Oconto Falls.
He graduated from Gillett
High School with the class
of 1970.

On Sept. 2,1978, Jake
married the love of his life,
Susan Gomber, at St. John
Catholic Church in Gillett.
Jake started working in
construction before moving
on to logging. He spent the
remainder of his working
career as a truck driver.
Jake also kept beef cattle

Joyce J. DeBauch, 89,
of Shawano, passed away
peacefully on Sunday, Jan.
12, 2025, at The Cottages
Memory Care in Shawano.

Joyce was born Oct. 20,
1935, in Shawano, a daughter
of the late Frank and Susan
(Ainsworth) Opperman.

adventure, Lee’s childhood
as a Boy Scout and camp
counselor sparked his deep
appreciation for nature. He
spent many happy sum-
mers at his family’s lake
house on Klinger Lake in
White Pigeon, Michigan,
where he could often be
found fishing, swimming,
sailing and waterskiing.

In the 1970s, Lee turned
his passion into a profes-
sion by opening Sundance
Sports, a ski and dive shop
in LaGrange, Illinois. As a
certified dive master and
expert skier, he led numer-
ous tours to Grand Cayman
and Colorado, sharing his
love for the outdoors and

and hogs.

When he wasn’t work-
ing, Jake enjoyed spend-
ing time with his sons. He
loved hunting and fishing

Joyce attended the Shawano
schools and graduated from
Shawano High School with
the class of 1953. Following
high school, she worked

as a switchboard operator
at the phone company in
Shawano. She later moved
to Colorado.

Lee A. Smith

watersports with many, es-
pecially his daughter, Erica.

Lee did make a return to
a more “traditional” work
environment in the 1980s
when he became a stock-
broker at Smith Barney. He
worked hard and eventu-
ally bought his dream car
- a white Corvette. But his
adventurous spirit eventu-
ally led him back to the
outdoors - the mountains
of Colorado.

Settling in Silverthorne,
Colorado, Lee enjoyed hik-
ing, mountain biking and
camping. Armed with para-
cord, shock cords, duct tape
and Velcro, he was always
prepared for any scenario.
He became a white-water
rafting guide in his 50s and
was the oldest guide on
the Arkansas River. It was
there he adopted his river
name “Hawk,” a moniker
he carried with him the rest
of his life.

After an injury on the
river, Lee relocated to
Florida, where he worked
as a park ranger at John
D. MacArthur Beach State
Park in West Palm Beach.
He later moved to Palm
Harbor to care for his aging
parents.

Norman ‘Jake' Peterson

and being able to share that
love with his sons. Even
when he wasn’t physically
able to hunt, Jake enjoyed
riding along bear hunting
and listening to the dogs.
He also enjoyed ice fishing.
Jake is survived by his
wife of 46 years, Sue; four
sons, Keith Peterson, Kyle
(Dana) Peterson, Norm
(Jess) Peterson and Chad
(Nel) Peterson; grand-
children, Brittany, Jacob
(Alley), Willimina “Bil-
lie” (Brendon), Lindsey,
Emily, Abby and Bailey;
two great-grandchildren,
Piper and Dante; sister,
Gail Simmons. He is further
survived by many nieces,

Joyce J. DeBauch

On Oct. 16,1954, she was
united in marriage to the
love of her life, Vincent
DeBauch, at Fort Carson in
Colorado. Soon after their
marriage, the couple moved
back to Wisconsin where
they raised their children.
Joyce worked at Mirro Alu-
minum and Saranac Glove
Company.

Joyce and Vincent
enjoyed going on fishing
trips to Canada, camping
and gardening. Together
they had the opportunity
to visit all 50 states. Joyce
loved baking for her family.
Throughout the years, she
was a very active volunteer
in her community. Vincent
preceded her in death on
Jan. 25, 2022.

Left to cherish her
memory are her three
daughters, Judy DeBauch,
of Green Bay, Carolyn
(Kirk) Fishbaugh, of Hobart,
Brenda (Dennis) Wiskow,
of the Town of Underhill;
two sons, Gary DeBauch
and Steve (Joanne) De-
Bauch, both of Gillett;
grandchildren, Tanya, Jason,

Lee eventually devel-
oped a handicap in his
right leg that affected his
ability to walk. But his
determination to con-
tinue doing the things he
loved drove him to work
harder. Ever resilient,
he developed a fitness
regimen to stay mobile
with minimal assistance.
This ultimately led him to
Competitive Edge Perfor-
mance (CEP) as a physical
therapy client. Here he
forged valuable friend-
ships as he sought out the
newest treatments and
technologies. Partnering
with CEP, he led Stand Up
Paddleboarding clinics for
veterans with PTSD.

As a grandfather, Lee
passed down survival tips,
gadgets and cherished
memories, delighting his
grandchildren with boy-
hood stories and pirate
treasure legends.

In 2016, Lee reconnected
with Jan Betts, whom he
met and dated while they
were students at Witten-
berg University. A romance
blossomed, and they began
spending more and more
time together, splitting
their time between Palm

nephews, other relatives
and friends.

He was preceded in
death by his parents; father-
and mother-in-law, Peter
and Patricia Gomber.

Visitation will be held
on Saturday, Feb. 15, 2025 at
St. John Lutheran Church
in Gillett from 9 a.m. until
the funeral service at 11 a.m.
with Pastor Chris Byars
officiating. Gruetzmacher
Funeral Home in Suring is
assisting the family with
arrangements. Online con-
dolences can be expressed
at www.gruetzmacherfu-
neralhome.com.

The family would like
to thank the staffs of Suring

Ben, Amanda, Brooke,
Aaron, Shiloh and Kody;
several great-grandchildren;
sisters, Bernice Lamber-

ies and Phyllis Lamberies,
both of Shawano; and her
best friend since childhood,
Gwen Zippel.

Joyce was preceded in
death by her granddaughter,
Alexis Blaser; three sisters,
Cecile Engel, Lorraine Tur-
man and Mavis Rocklewitz;
and two brothers, Melvin
and Wilber Opperman.

A memorial service for
Joyce DeBauch will be held

Harbor, Florida, and Gillett.
Summers at their cabin on
the Oconto River meant
boating, long rides on their
ATVs and many laughs
with Jan’s family.

Lee is survived by his
life partner, Jan Betts;
daughter, Erica Rivers
(Bryon); grandchildren
Lauren, Jake and Kelly;
his sister, Lynn Smith; his
brother, Craig Smith; and
loving family members,
Jennifer Czerwinski (Dan),
Jason Betts (Chanda), Allie,
Olivia, Peter and Meghan.

Lee’s humor, resilience
and adventurous spirit
will be deeply missed by
all who knew him. His
family will remember him
with a celebration of life in
May 2025 (more details to
come), and we invite you to
honor Lee by sharing your
favorite stories, memo-
ries and pictures on his
Kudoboard https://www.
kudoboard.com/boards/
XhG9pXrx (click hyperlink
or copy and past address
into your browser).

May Lee’s stories con-
tinue to inspire laughter
and adventure in all who
were fortunate enough to
know him.

Health and Rehabilitation
Center and Unity Hospice
for the care and compas-
sion offered to Jake and his
family during their time of
need.

on Monday, Feb. 3, 2025, at
11 a.m. at Mickelson Funeral
Service in Shawano. The
Rev. Edward Looney will
officiate. Visitation will
begin Monday at 10 a.m. and
continue until the time of
service. Interment will take
place at Wanderers Rest
Cemetery, Gillett, in the
spring.

Mickelson Funeral and
Cremation Service Inc. of
Shawano is assisting the
family with arrangements.
Please share online condo-
lences at www.mickelsonfs.
com.

The family would like to
send a heartfelt thank you
to Moments Hospice and
the staff at The Cottages
Memory Care for the kind
and compassionate care that
Joyce received.
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Car hits snowplow, woman killed

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

An Oconto woman died
Feb. 2 when she lost control
of her car and rear-ended a
snowplow on U.S. Highway
41 south of Oconto.

The Wisconsin State Pa-
trol said Sarah M. Yedynak,
26, was killed in the crash,
which occurred at about 8
a.m. in the southbound lane

of Highway 41 near Frog
Pond Road.

Yedynak was driving a
2012 Cadillac CTS when
she apparently lost control
of the vehicle on the slip-
pery road. The snowplow,
driven by a 50-year-old
man, had stopped in the
left-turn lane when it was
struck.

The snowplow driver

was not injured, according
to the State Patrol news
release.

Assisting agencies in-
cluded the Oconto County
Sheriff’s Department,
Oconto Police Department,
Oconto Fire and Rescue,
Brown County Medical Ex-
aminer, and Oconto County
Emergency Dispatch
Center.

Knights of Columbus donate to New View

New View Industries
has received a $940.25
donation from Knights of
Columbus Council 4869.

It is with support
from organizations like
the Knights of Colum-
bus that New View is
able to provide services
to the developmentally

and physically disabled
of Oconto County. The
donation will allow New

View to schedule and fund

more community outings
throughout the year.
New View is a non-
profit vocational training,
supported employment
and adult day services

program for individuals
who are intellectually or
physically disabled. The
organization provides
participants with voca-
tional training and life
enrichment, as well as
therapeutic support to
help them achieve greater
independence.
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Cervical cancer rates
increase for women

ThedaCare is encour-
aging more women to
play an active role in
helping to reduce inci-
dents of cervical cancer
across central and north-
eastern Wisconsin.

“Protection from cervi-
cal cancer begins with
healthy lifestyle choices,
early detection through
regular exams and screen-
ings, and vaccination
against certain viruses,”
said Dr. Emily Gonnering,
ThedaCare family medi-
cine physician. “We want
women to understand
the screening guidelines
as well as their risk and
prevention steps.”

Cervical cancer, a
disease that forms in the
cervix, is highly treat-
able when caught early,
Gonnering said. In recent
years, screening rates
among some eligible
groups have declined,
leading to an increase in
diagnoses.

In women ages 30-

44, cervical cancer rates
increased 1.7% each year
from 2012 to 2019, ac-
cording to the American
Cancer Society (ACS).
Experts say confusion
around changing screen-
ing guidelines may have
contributed to a drop-
off in women following
through on testing.

Any woman can
develop cervical cancer,
according to Gonnering.
The disease develops in
the cervix, the entrance
to the uterus from the
vagina.

About 99% of cervical
cancer cases are linked to
infection with high-risk
human papillomavirus,
(HPV), according to the
World Health Organiza-
tion. This is a common
virus transmitted through
sexual contact.

ACS estimated 2024

would
bring the
diagnosis
of around
13,800
cases of
invasive
cervical
EMILY cancer.

GONNERING About
4,300 women were pro-
jected to die from the
disease.

The toll of the dis-
ease disproportionately
affects certain minority
groups, Gonnering said.
The cervical cancer death
rate among Black women
and Indigenous women is
65% higher than in white
women.

Cervical cancer is most
frequently diagnosed in
women between the ages
of 35 and 44. It rarely de-
velops in women younger
than 20.

Once one of the most
common causes of cancer
death among American
women, rates of the
disease dropped by more
than half between the
mid-1970s and mid-2000s.
Improved prevention and
screening have helped,
Gonnering said.

Though cervical cancer
rates have been increas-
ing in women ages 30-44,
they’ve declined 11% each
year for women ages
20-24. That likely reflects
the first signs of cancer
prevention from HPV
vaccination.

Health experts rec-
ommend that women at
normal risk for cervi-
cal cancer should begin
testing at age 25. Those
aged 25-65 should have a
primary HPV test every
five years. A primary HPV
test is one that is done by
itself for screening.

Women older than
65 who have undergone
regular screening in the

past 10 years with normal
results can stop cervical
cancer screening.

“It’s important to also
understand that women
should complete routine
health care visits every
year, regardless of wheth-
er they’re due for cervi-
cal cancer screening,”
Gonnering said. “Staying
current with your health
care visits will enable
your provider to better
monitor your physical
health over time and more
effectively assist you in
your efforts to reduce
your cervical cancer risk.”

In its early stages,
cervical cancers and
pre-cancers often have
no symptoms, Gonner-
ing said. If symptoms do
occur, they often include
but aren’t limited to ab-
normal vaginal bleeding,
an unusual discharge from
the vagina, pain during
sex and pain in the pelvic
region.

Getting vaccinated
against HPV, if eligible,
and completing screen-
ings are important steps
in preventing cervical
cancer, Gonnering noted.

The ACS recommends
HPV vaccination of
children, including boys,
between the ages of 9 and
12.

Children and young
adults ages 13-26 who
have not been vaccinated,
or who haven’t gotten all
their doses, should get
the vaccine as soon as
possible.

“Through screening
and vaccination, we hope
to see a decrease in the
number of women diag-
nosed with cervical can-
cer,” Gonnering said. “If
you have any questions
around whether you’re
due for screening, please
reach out to your health
care team.”

Walleye club holding
fishing derby in Gillett

The Finnegan Lake
Walleye Club will hold its
annual fishing derby Feb.
22 in the main pavilion at
Zippel Park, 150 N. McKen-
zie St., Gillett.

The club will again be
registering fish from area
lakes at derby headquar-
ters in Zippel Park. There
will be prizes given for
the largest northern, wall-
eye, bass, crappie, perch,
and bluegill. Fish registra-
tion ends at 3 p.m., and
prizes will be awarded at
3:30 p.m.

In addition, general
raffle tickets are being
sold by club members
and are available at

many businesses in and
around Gillett and the
Oconto County area.
This year’s general raffle
will offer $6,000 in cash
prizes to include $1,000
cash for first place, $750
cash as the second place
prize, $500 cash for third
through fifth places, $250
cash for sixth place, and
$100 cash for seventh
through 21st places. This
year the 22nd through
41st place winners will
each receive $50.

The drawing for these
prizes will take place
at 4:30 p.m. and ticket
holders don’t need to be
present to win. Bucket

raffles with many nice
prize packages will be
available in the heated
pavilion throughout the
day. Impulse raffles and
live auctions will begin at
noon.

There will be a variety
of food and beverages
available all day.

The Finnegan Lake
Walleye Club is a non-
profit organization that
sponsors scholarships
at Gillett, Suring and
Oconto Falls high schools.
The original mission of
the club which continues
today is the stewardship
of Finnegan Lake and the
boat landing area.
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YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Protect press
against frivolous
lawsuits

Shereen Siewert,
publisher of the Wausau
Pilot and Review, has been
breathing easier these days.
In September, a Wiscon-
sin appeals court upheld a
lower court’s dismissal of
state Sen. Cory Tomczyk’s
defamation lawsuit against
Siewert, the nonprofit news-
room she founded in 2017,
and one of its reporters.

The ruling, which Tom-
czyk did not appeal, ended
a three-year legal nightmare
that began after the Pilot
and Review reported that
Tomczyk, before joining the
Wisconsin Legislature, “was
widely overheard” calling
a 13-year-old boy a “fag” at
a Marathon County board
meeting about a surpris-
ingly contentious resolu-
tion affirming community
inclusivity. Tomczyk denied
using the slur and accused
the news outlet of having
“smeared” his reputation.

Although the Pilot
and Review prevailed,
the lawsuit took a severe
financial and emotional toll,
including some $200,000 in
legal bills, lost donors and
sponsors and the trauma of
fearing bankruptcy while
Siewert was caring for her
dying sister and mother.

“I had serious conversa-
tions with my son about
selling him my home if
couldn’t pay my legal bills,”
said Siewert, noting that
she was personally named
in the suit. “I woke up in
a panic thinking — I'm 56
years old and am about to
lose everything.”

The case drives home
the need for what are some-
times called anti-SLAPP
laws; the acronym stands
for strategic lawsuits against
public participation. While
34 states and the District
of Columbia have enacted
such laws to protect media
and individuals from frivo-
lous defamation lawsuits,
Wisconsin has not.

“We are starkly aware
that any reporter and any
news organization in Wis-
consin can be sued at any
time for anything,” Siewert
said. “Every time we write
a story, we’re putting our
livelihood on the line.”

Bills introduced last year
by Democrats would have
allowed Wisconsin judges
to quickly dismiss SLAPP
suits and require plaintiffs
to pay the defendants’ legal
fees. The state’s GOP-con-
trolled legislature did not
even give them a hearing.
But 2025 offers lawmakers
a fresh opportunity to pass
anti-SLAPP legislation.

Under the current stan-
dard set for defamation of

limMalewitz

GiieSEcolinmmist

public figures, a news outlet
must show “actual malice”
in publishing the informa-
tion in question — either
knowing it to be false or
with “reckless disregard”

as to its veracity. The Pilot
and Review argued, and
both a trial court judge and
three-member appeals court
panel unanimously agreed,
that Tomczyk, as a local
businessman who publicly
opposed a resolution to
declare Wausau a “Commu-
nity for All,” qualified as a
public figure and had failed
to prove “actual malice.”

Indeed, the record
showed that the Pilot and
Review took appropriate
steps to affirm the accu-
racy of its reporting. Three
people swore they heard
him use the slur, which he
acknowledged using on oth-
er occasions. (Tomczyk did
not respond to requests for
comment for this column.)

The two lead Democrats
behind last year’s anti-
SLAPP bills — Sen. Melissa
Agard of Madison and Rep.
Jimmy Anderson of Fitch-
burg — aren’t returning this
session.

Rep. Alex Joers, D-
Middleton, expects his
colleagues will revive the
legislation in 2025 and hopes
slimmer partisan margins
will encourage more com-
promise than in the past.
The Assembly’s unanimous
passage last year of a bill to
protect student media from
censorship showed Republi-
cans and Democrats can find
common ground on press
protections. (The bill, how-
ever, died in the Senate.)

The benefits of an anti-
SLAPP law would extend
beyond newsrooms. Joers,
who worked for Agard be-
fore joining the Legislature,
recalled Agard research-
ing the issue after learning
that companies were suing
people who left negative
reviews on Yelp. Anti-
SLAPP laws in other states
— including Republican-led
Texas and Tennessee —
have protected residents
from expensive lawsuits.

“This could happen to
anybody,” Joers said.

It should happen to no
one.

Jim Malewitz is managing editor of
Wisconsin Watch. Your Right to Know
is a monthly column distributed by the

Wisconsin Freedom of Information

Council (wisfoic.org).

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Giving helped Operation
Christmas Child

To the editor:

The overwhelming
generosity of the people of
Shawano helped provide joy
to children in need through
Operation Christmas Child
shoebox gifts this season.
Across the U.S., the Samari-
tan’s Purse project collected
10.5 million shoebox gifts in
2024. Combined with those
collected from partnering
countries in 2024, the min-

istry is now sending over
11.9 million shoebox gifts to
children worldwide.
Shoebox packers brought
joy and hope to children
around the world through
fun, full, personalized gifts.
For many children, this is
the first gift they have ever
received. Each shoebox
gift is a tangible expres-
sion of God’s love, given to
children in need around the
world. Since 1993, Operation
Christmas Child has col-
lected and delivered more

than 232 million gift-filled
shoeboxes to children in
more than 170 countries and
territories.

Across the region,
shoebox packers often shop
for deals on shoebox items
throughout the year, and
many serve at a deeper level
by becoming a year-round
volunteer. Information
about ways area partici-
pants can get involved year-
round can also be found at
samaritanspurse.org/occ.

Although local Shawano

Medicare Advantage deserves

Elon Musk recently
announced his intention
to cut $1 trillion in federal
spending through the new
U.S. Department of Gov-
ernment Efficiency. As the
department looks for ways
to trim waste, one program
that deserves immediate
attention is Medicare Ad-
vantage (MA).

This is the component
of Medicare that allows
seniors to opt-in and
purchase privately run gov-
ernment-subsidized health
plans. It’s a popular pro-
gram that typically bundles
medical, hospital, and drug
coverage, often includ-
ing extras like vision and
dental. MA produces better
health outcomes than tradi-
tional Medicare, making it a
good deal for both patients
and taxpayers.

Yet for all these benefits,
the program sorely needs
reform.

It currently wastes bil-
lions of dollars each year
as a result of perverse
incentives, inefficient
procedures, and misguided
policies. Rethinking the
most dysfunctional aspects
of MA could dramatically
lower costs while improv-
ing quality of care.

One of the program’s
most glaring inefficien-
cies concerns a practice

Drew

Johnson
Guest columnist

known as “upcoding” or
“over-coding.” This is
when a health plan delib-
erately diagnoses patients
with additional ailments in
order to make them appear
sicker, and thus riskier and
more expensive to insure.

Misrepresenting a pa-
tient’s health may seem like
the exact opposite of what
an insurance provider is
supposed to do. But for the
company, increasing the
number of diagnoses means
more money from the fed-
eral government. That’s be-
cause, under current rules,
the government reimburses
plans more generously for
patients with higher “risk
scores.” In recent years,
risk-score inflation has
become rampant.

In 202, for instance,
patient risk scores in MA
were 12.1% higher, on
average, than for patients
in traditional Medicare,
according to analysis from
the Medicare Payment
Advisory Commission.

Fortunately, there are
relatively straightforward

ways to fix the problem.

Currently, Medicare is
required to reduce pay-
ments to MA insurance
plans by at least 5.9%
to reflect differences in
coding across different
populations. By increasing
this figure — known as the
“minimum risk reduction”
— to 8%, the government
could remove the incentive
for plans to overstate how
sick patients are. Accord-
ing to an estimate from the
Congressional Budget Of-
fice, this would save at least
$47 billion over a seven-
year period.

The government could
reduce MA waste even
more significantly by
rethinking MA’s system of
“quality bonuses.”

Right now, Medicare
pays bonuses to MA plans
that perform well on mea-
sures of customer satisfac-
tion. Plans in certain urban
areas are even eligible for
“double bonuses.” The aim
is to encourage the insur-
ance providers to improve
quality — but thatisn’t
how the arrangement has
worked out.

The bonus program has
had only a questionable
effect on plan quality while
substantially driving up
overall MA costs, according
to an analysis by the Urban

drop-off locations for shoe-
box gifts are closed until
Nov. 17, anyone can still be
a part of this life-changing
project by conveniently
packing a shoebox gift
online in just a few simple
clicks at www.samaritans-
purse.org/buildonline.
These simple gifts,
packed with love, remind
children around the world
that they are loved and not
forgotten.
Hannah Murphy, Boone,
North Carolina

hard look

Institute. Meanwhile, the
double-bonus payments
have increased racial dis-
parities in how Medicare
funds are distributed. And
none of this has improved
patient care.

The Congressional Bud-
get Office estimates that
eliminating double bonuses
alone would reduce MA
spending by $18 billion over
seven years. The office also
looked at another, more
technical reform, which
would do away with so-
called “benchmark increas-
es” tied to quality bonuses,
and estimated the savings
at more than $94 billion.

Add it all up, and ending
MA quality bonuses could
save taxpayers huge sums,
with no negative impact on
patients.

Medicare Advantage
offers enormous value
to seniors, and should be
preserved. But it deserves
scrutiny from the new
Department of Govern-
ment Efficiency for ways
to reduce waste. Reform-
ing the program could put
Musk well on the way to
his savings goal.

Drew Johnson is a budget policy analyst
and government watchdog who was the
Trump-endorsed Republican nominee
for Congress in Nevada's 3rd Congres-
sional District in 2024. This piece
originally ran in Townhall.
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Providing the
Compassion &
Care Your
Family
Deserves.
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Barn cat Graycie watches Little Yellow and Fred eating
in the barn. Graycie and Little Yellow came from Joy's
Place Animal Rescue, while Fred found the way to the
Reminger farm from places unknown.  KAY REMINGER

Third cat

comes
aboard to
expel rodents

Late summer of 2022, I connected
with Sarah Magee, a tenderhearted
woman who is in the business of rehom-
ing cats. We were in need of a couple of
natural mouse hunters and knew of her
reputation of finding homes for healthy,
neutered cats. She has since established
a nonprofit called Joy’s Place Animal
Rescue.

For a couple of years, it was just the

two cats we

received
from Sarah.
K('ly They settled
Reminger  in very
Columnist comfortably
and since

their arrival,
we’ve had an almost non-existent rodent
problem. Extremely satisfying.

Over time, I noticed we began to have
a transient visitor. A battle-scarred and
weatherworn cat would trudge over to
our house from parts unknown, to hydrate
and replenish. I saw him once come right
down the road. The next time I'd spot
him, he’d be picking his way through our
corn field. His appearance was sporadic
and his countenance cautious, always
with the notion he was trespassing and
seemingly would get kicked out right soon
if he didn’t watch out.

His yellow coat appeared stained,
marred with tufts sticking up hither and
yon, burrs embedded in his tail; ear bent
sideways, evidence of a fierce clash at
some point. His eyes looked mattered. We
perceived he had little peripheral vision,
was likely deaf (he didn’t appear to startle
easily) and probably half blind. A com-
plete sorry sight, to be honest.

Later, to my dismay, I realized I had
not offered him the greatest hospitality.
In my mind, I had two sweet girls who
loved their private domain and were very
content to live in the barn with only each
other for company. Not wanting to rock
the boat, I did nothing to encourage this
uninvited visitor to our home barn.

After some time, he was coming quite
often — as much as I can remember, ev-

CATS, CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Summer party

Ing jus

around corner in Shawano

Thursdayz at Franklin, Naberhood Block Party schedules released

The Cloud Nine Fire Show, which was a hit last summer, will return in August to conclude the Tuesday family night

lineup of the Naberhood Block Parties.

FILE| NEW MEDIA

A new addition to Thursdayz at Franklin will be Taylor and the Anti-Heroes, a tribute band to Taylor Swift. The band

will perform June 19.

CONTRIBUTED

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Recent warmer temperatures might
have some folks pining for summer, but
for the city of Shawano, summer plans
are all set with finalized schedules for
Thursdayz at Franklin and the Naberhood
block parties.

Thursdayz will be starting its lineup
with Johnny Wad on June 5 and end-
ing Aug. 21 with Star Six Nine, a rock
band that includes a little of everything.
Both bands are traditional staples for
Thursdayz and tend to be big attrac-
tions for locals and visitors. Returning to
Franklin Park are The Presidents, a party
rock band that has been absent from the
Shawano area for a few years, according
to Matt Hendricks, the city’s park and
recreation director.

There are also some newcomers to the
summer series, including a tribute band
called Taylor and Anti-Heroes playing
Taylor Swift songs, as well as Ozzmosis, a
tribute band to Ozzy Osbourne and Black
Sabbath.

Meanwhile, the Naberhood Block Par-
ties are back for another summer, with
live music Saturday nights and family
events Tuesday nights. Game nights and
arts and crafts are part of the schedule,
and the Disney Night that debuted last

PARTYING, CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Thursdayz at Franklin lineup:

® JUNE 5: Johnny Wad (1980s/rock)

® JUNE 12: Eight Second Ride (country)

® JUNE 19: Taylor and the Anti-Heroes (Taylor Swift
tribute)

® JUNE 26: Brass Differential (jazz/party band)

® JULY 3: The Presidents (party rock)

® JULY 10: Copper Box (rock/various)

® JULY 17: Infer Red (1990s/2000s)

® JULY 24: The Michigan Shivers (party band)

® JULY 31: Cherry Pie (1980s/rock/various)

® AUG. 7: 7000Apart (indie/pop)

® AUG. 14: Ozzmosis (Ozzy Osbourne/Black Sabbath
tribute)

® AUG. 21: Star Six Nine (rock/various)

Naberhood Block Party family nights:

® JUNE 3: Family game night

® JUNE 10: Improv with Comedy City

® JUNE 17: Mischief and Magic Show

® JUNE 24: Dinosaur Dimensions — free meet and greet
with the dinos after the show

® JULY 1: Arts and crafts night

® JULY 8: Rondini hypnosis

® JULY 15: Family yoga with Jaime Lee

® JULY 22: Raptor education

® JULY 29: Wesley Waffles

® AUG. 5: Disney Night

® AUG. 12: National Night Out with the Shawano Police
Department

® AUG. 19: Cloud Nine Fire Show — starts with free
workshop followed by show at 7 p.m.

Naberhood Block Party music nights:

® JUNE 7: The Cheese Doodles (variety)

® JUNE 14: Backstage Pass (rock/country)

® JUNE 21: Charms (contemporary/classics)

® JUNE 28: Happy Hour Heroes (rock/country)

® JULY 5: Olivia Maro (country)

® JULY 12: Caleb and Emily Music (contemporary/
classics)

® JULY 19: The Finest Faux (1960s through 2000s)

® JULY 26: Jesse Fuller (rock/oldies)

® AUG. 2: Russ Reiser (1960s/1970s rock)

® AUG. 9: Jacob Fannin (variety)

® AUG. 16: Pure Country (country)

® AUG. 23: Leo G (variety)

All events begin at 7 p.m. and are free.
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Turkey fan plaque turns feath

Darrell Bartel’s first
turkey hunt didn’t go as
planned, but it had an
outcome he could never
have foreseen.

The Waupaca Foundry
Inc. supervisor hunted
with a co-worker who
tried for three days to
coax a gobbler to box and
slate calls. Finally a tom
turkey came in, hiding
behind a tree as his caller
whispered: “Shoot.”

“I was shaking bad,”
Bartel recalled as he
dropped the bird with his
shotgun.

That 2001 turkey
wasn’t especially huge
or impressive, but Bartel
decided to mount the tail
feathers as many hunters
do for a rustic memento
of a successful hunt.

He went to a local
sporting goods store and
bought a standard mount-
ing plaque made of wood.
Bartel was not impressed.

“It didn’t fit together
right or look good,” he
said.

Like so many thou-
sands of inventors before
him, it took a sub-par
product to get those
creative fluids flowing,
and the seed was planted
for a better tail-mounting
creation.

His first design fea-
tured a wooden plaque
with holes on the bot-
tom to add turkey feet
(to display the spurs), a
beard and even the shot-
gun shells used to bag the
bird. His small workshop
at his rural Waupaca

CATS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

ery other day. With dis-
dain, I started calling him
Freddy the Freeloader.
Ashamed, I do admit that
and have since asked
Freddy to forgive me.

These days he has
joined us full-time, sleeps
tucked in a straw hole he’s
fashioned for himself in
our safe, dry barn; very
close to the breakfast/din-
ner/supper table as this is
an eat-when-the-desire-
hits smorgasbord.

With regular feeding and
fresh water plus TLC (he’s
allowed me to pet him), the
transformation has been
remarkable. His coat has
since become glossy yellow,
he’s filled out, his burrs are
gone and eyes clear and
focused. Contrary to our
first impression that he’s
hard of hearing, he comes
running as soon as I walk
into the barn calling my
usual greeting in a singsong
voice, “Good morning, my
kitties. How’s everyone
doing?” The trio come like
a mad stampede, meowing
their acknowledgement as
I slip through the door —
their loud purring, music to
my ears.

I was never, ever a cat
person. Growing up on the
farm and even in the farm
marriage partnership my
husband and I share, we
never had cats as so-called
pets. They were there

Darrell Bartel, 66, of Waupaca, holds one of his original birch tail fan plaques, along with samples of his patented
combination plaque and tail fan decoy. The lightweight plastic design is weather resistant and spins in a slight breeze
to add movement that brings gobblers in for hunters.

Ross

Bielema
Columnist

home shows several of his
old plaques as well as his
new designs.

In 2002, he added a
piece of pipe between two
round, wooden pieces for
his plaque so a steel stake
could be added, turning a
tail fan into an effective
field decoy. The feathers
drew a turkey’s attention,

but the heavy wood still
didn’t spin in the breeze.

Three years later, he
bought his first high-den-
sity polyethylene (HDPE)
plastic and cut it into two
8-inch diameter pieces
a half-inch thick (essen-
tially the same design he
uses today).

“I routed out the void
to accommodate the
cured fantail, drilled out
a center hole to place a
T-nut and philips head
bolt to hold the two
halves together, secur-
ing the fantail and also
drilling a hole in the base

for one purpose: rodent
control.

These days, the cats in
my barn are dearly loved
and pampered. They have
new portions of dry cat
food and clean, fresh water
daily. I say that not to brag
at all — it’s what people
are supposed to do if they
have animals in their care
— but back in the day,
barn cats were treated
more like they’re there for
a purpose, not a pamper-
ing. If one happened to
perish, I did not bemoan
that fact. It just was.

If one of mine go on a
retreat, I fret, giving my
(trying so hard to focus)
husband an up-to-date
attendance report. “Little
Yellow has been gone for a
full week now.” or “Gray-
cie hasn’t shown up since
last Tuesday. She was
there when we had that
one storm, remember?” or
“Where on earth do they
go?” or “I wonder where
Fred came from?” As if he
has the answer. He listens
with a bewildered smile
and oh so patiently, but
doesn’t have an invested
heart like me. I get it.

In the barn next to the
kitty’s food and water
bowls, we’ve placed a live
trap. I had noticed that
many times — even when
there were just the two of
them up there — their food

and water were completely
empty. No way could just
two cats consume all of
that in one day.

Setting the trap, we’ve
humanely caught quite a
number of raccoons and
opossums over the years.
Their home is out in the
woods making a living.
When they come into my
territory and eat the food
I purchased for my cats,
it’s game on. Sorry wood-
land creatures; you're
trespassing.

So now it’s my three
musketeers up in the barn
mow. When before the
new one was met with
a low growl, they’ve all
slowly started to make
friends. I discovered with
delight one day all three
had their heads in the
breakfast bowl at the same
time. Freddy the Free-
loader has since been af-
fectionately dubbed simply
“Fred.” He’s one of us and
has a place at the table.

(“Whatever you do,
work at it with all your
heart, as working for the
Lord, not for human mas-
ters.” Colossians 3:23)

Kay Reminger was born and raised on
a dairy farm, and she married her high
school sweetheart, who happened to
farm for a living in Leopolis. Writing for
quite a few years, she remains focused
on the blessings of living the ups and
downs of rural life from a farm wife's
perspective.

ROSS BIELEMA

to place the holder onto

a steel stake,” he said.
“This allows the fantail to
turn spontaneously in the
slightest breeze.”

Thus, Jake’s Tail
Holder (named for his
youngest son Jacob) was
born. After many success-
ful hunts with his combo
trophy mount and decoy,
he applied for a U.S. pat-
ent in 2015 and received
a patent pending award
a few months later. His
hard work and creativity
paid off when he received
his first patent in 2018.

Never content with

PARTYING, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

year will return with
characters greeting chil-
dren, Disney karaoke and
more.

The block parties have
become really popular,
which makes it easy for
the recreation staff to
decide to continue them.
Hendricks noted that mov-
ing the Saturday music
from the afternoon to the
evening has yielded more
participation and enjoy-
ment. He added that the
businesses have really en-
joyed the time shift, seeing
more people walk through
their doors.

“We’ve been really
happy with (the block par-
ties),” Hendricks said.
“Success is measured in a
couple of different ways.
One of the ways people
think of first is how many
attended. You wouldn’t
want to put 2,000 people
at the Naberhood because
it wouldn’t fit. More is not
an indicator as much as
the quality of the experi-
ence. For the Naberhood, it
seems 150-300 people fills
that space pretty well. On
both accounts, I believe
that we’re doing really
well.”

The only challenge is
keeping each of the lineups
interesting, according to
Hendricks. While it’s im-
portant to bring the show-
stoppers back because

You can see Bartel's products,

including a new rope invention for

carrying birds in the field, at:

= WISCONSIN STATE HUNTING
AND FISHING EXPO: Resch
Center, Green Bay, Feb. 21-23

= WISCONSIN BOWHUNTERS AS-
SOCIATION STATE BANQUET:
Stevens Point, March 1

* WISCONSIN SPORTS SHOW
AT THE CHIPPEWA VALLEY
EXPO: Eau Claire. March 21-23

the status quo, he added a
variety of state shapes to
the front panel the next
year.

In 2019, he also added
a classic life-sized hen
turkey shape called Jen
the Hen, mademore real-
istic with a photographic
image applied to a hydro-
graphic water-dipping
process that is similar
to that used to apply
camo or other finishes to
gun barrels and vehicle
bumpers. This weather-
resistant image is perfect
for hunters when they are
chasing turkeys in rain,
snow and sleet. He points
to several Canada goose
decoys he’s made with the
same process that have
perched in his back yard
bordering the Waupaca
River for six years. They
still look new.

He’s also made a few
owl and crow decoys.

He has a patent pend-
ing on the decoy design,
which also turns in the
slightest breeze like the
tail fan holder. He added
a jake decoy to create

ers into decoy

a “Jake Meets Jenny”
combo.

The Marine Corps
veteran with Middle East
tours of duty in 1976-80
taught himself to use a
CNC machine to cut out
and engrave his plaques.
He even offers first-
time hunters and youths
free engraving on their
plaques. Now retired, the
66-year-old inventor also
completed a Fox Valley
Technical College course
to help him with market-
ing and other entrepre-
neurship skills.

His trademarked
FlatlineYourBird slo-
gan refers not only to
the advantages of a flat
silhouette decoy (easy to
carry, store and use) but
also when the successful
hunter uses them to bag a
gobbler and thus “flat-
lines” the turkey. He uses
a mock electrocardiogram
in his advertising to em-
phasize the name.

Bartel’s products are
100% American made, and
he’s sourced every por-
tion of the construction
process close to home.

He just received
corporate approval from
Scheels to sell some of
his tail fan plaques at the
store in Appleton, and he
hopes other stores will
follow. You can find all
his products and order
through his website at
www.flatlineyourbird.net.

Ross Bielema is a freelance writer from
New London and owner of Wolf River
Concealed Carry LLC. Contact him at
Ross@wolfriverccw.com.

the people want them, it’s
important to infuse the
lineups with new blood, as
well.

“It’s kind of a mix,”
Hendricks said. “You
always want to bring back
the popular ones, but we
don’t want it to be the
same exact experience
year after year. Some of
them we’ve had before
— yoga, improv, Disney.
National Night Out has
been good and unique.”

Hendricks noted that
both the Naberhood and
Thursdayz events have
attracted enough attention
that folks don’t even need
to have a schedule in hand
to know that fun is about
to commence on a given
night.

“One of the nice things
about starting at 6 o’clock
is that, even if people
didn’t have a schedule,
they still know that some-
thing’s going on there on
Tuesday, Thursday or
Saturday,” Hendricks said,
noting that when the times
were different for mov-
ies and other activities, it
didn’t generate as much
attention. “Having a con-
sistent time and day was
important.”

Thursdayz have been
part of the landscape
longer, and not even the
2020 pandemic could com-
pletely derail the weekly

concert series.

“It feels like it’s be-
come part of the culture
of Shawano,” Hendricks
said. “It seems like people
really get excited about it.
They ask questions about
it. There’s a lot of interest
and ‘Can we do this? Can
we do that?” That’s been
really fun to see grow,
because the first year or
two, we still get feedback
and like any other pro-
gram, you want to stay
with what’s successful but
change it up so it’s not the
same.”

He added the tribute
bands are a first for Thurs-
dayz. Many of the bands
perform cover songs of a
variety of artists, but this
will be the first time bands
geared toward specific
performers are part of the
entertainment.

“This will bring differ-
ent niches of people,” Hen-
dricks said. “With tribute
bands, you have people
coming in full costume and
playing the part. That’s
something that’s a little bit
new for this year.”

The city is still work-
ing on its music lineup for
Sunday nights at Arlington
Park, but officials plan to
release the information
within the next couple of
months.

Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com
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Good breakfast includes sweet, savory items

February is National
Hot Breakfast Month.
When I think of hot
breakfast, I generally think
sweet — pancakes, waffles,
French toast, etc. — with
eggs or meat on the side.

Recently I was looking
through an old cookbook
for a pancake recipe, and I
found a recipe for butter-
milk pancakes. Buttermilk
pancakes have a great
texture, but sometimes,
especially with homemade
buttermilk, can have a
rather odd taste.

However, I decided to
try out the recipe, with
the addition of vanilla and
almond extract. They were
quite delicious - definitely
a keeper recipe. By the
way, do not overmix these
pancakes, lumps are nor-
mal. A tip for knowing if
the griddle is hot enough,
that I actually picked up
from a Beverly Cleary
book is to drop a drop of
cold water on the griddle.
If it snaps and evaporates
quickly, the griddle is hot
enough.

Although I am fairly
certain that putting va-
nilla and almond extract
in pancakes is uncom-
mon, I strongly encourage
you to try it. My family
has been experimenting
with extracts in pancakes
for years, and these two
extracts are definitely the
best. I cannot recommend
lemon extract in pancakes,

Anyone feeling continental for breakfast can cook up some crepes, French pancakes that can include some sweet or

savory fillings.

Francesca
Ullmer

Columnist

however — it makes them
taste weird, especially with
butter and syrup.

Tip: To make 1 cup of
homemade buttermilk, add
1 tablespoon of vinegar or

Buttermilk pancakes can be an easy thing to make for breakfast and are
quite tasty, but if you want to jazz things up a little bit, adding vanilla or

almond extract will really sweeten the meal.

FRANCESCA ULLMER

lemon juice to a l-cup mea-
suring cup and add enough
milk to equal one cup. Let
sit for at least five minutes
before using.

Bacon, a quintessential
breakfast meat, is one of
my favorite meats. There
are many ways to cook
bacon, but my favorite
chewy, low-stress, easy
clean-up method is oven
bacon. Cooking bacon on
the stovetop or under the
broiler requires constant
attention, and can be quite

FRANCESCA ULLMER

messy. However, with
oven bacon, lining the pan
cuts out the scraping and
scrubbing. When the fat
has cooled, simply lift out
and discard the lining and
fat. You do not even have
to flip the bacon.
Although, the bacon
tastes great plain, this is
also a good method to use
when making things that
require pre-made bacon,
for example, breakfast
bakes, soups and BLTs.
You can prepare the rest

Bacon can be cooked in many ways, but doing it in the oven with pan lining

can cut down on the cleanup.

FRANCESCA ULLMER

1/2 tsp. vegetable oil
11/2 cups whole milk

1 and top crepes as desired.

BUTTERMILK PANCAKES

1

i

! 2 cups sifted flour

! 1tsp. salt

! 2 eggs, beaten slightly
i 2 tbsp. melted butter
1
1

1/2 tsp. almond extract (optional)
1 Start heating the griddle over low heat. Melt the butter, set aside. Sift
1 the flour, baking soda, salt and sugar into a bowl. Add the eggs, buttermilk,
E vanilla and almond extracts (if using) and melted butter; stir just until mixed.
! Batter will be lumpy. Increase griddle heat to desired temperature. Pour 1/4
! cup (or 1/8 cup for smaller pancakes) batter for each pancake onto hot greased
! griddle; cook until bubbles cover surface. Flip and brown on the other side.

1 Serve with desired toppings.

OVEN BACON

1 cup flour
1/4 tsp. salt

2 tbsp. melted butter, cooled
Add oil to a 10-inch nonstick skillet and spread with paper towel over bot-
1 tom and sides. Heat skillet over low heat for at least 5 minutes. While skillet
E is heating, in a large bowl, whisk together flour, sugar, and salt. In a medium
! bowl, whisk together milk and eggs. Add half of the milk mixture to the flour
! mixture and whisk until smooth. Add melted butter and whisk until combined.
! Add remaining milk mixture and whisk until smooth. Set a cooling rack next
| to stove. Increase heat to medium and heat skillet for 1 more minute. Lift and
1 tilt skillet and pour 1/4 cup of batter (using a dry measuring cup) into it; swirl
1 batter around to evenly coat the bottom of the skillet. Return skillet to stove
E and cook until surface looks dry and crepe starts to brown at edges. Working
! quickly, slide spatula under crepe and flip crepe. Cook until the second side is
! spotty brown. Transfer to cooling rack, or plate if eating immediately. Fill, fold,

1tsp. sugar
3 large eggs

1 tsp. baking soda
2 tbsp. sugar
2 cups buttermilk
1/2 tsp. vanilla extract (optional)

11b. of bacon

per or aluminum foil. Arrange bacon in rows; avoid overlapping. Place the sheet
in a cold oven and preheat to 350 degrees. Bake for approximately 20 minutes,
or until done. Drain bacon on a plate lined with paper towels or napkins.

of the recipe while the
bacon bakes. I have only
ever tried this method with
thick-cut bacon, so if you
are using thin bacon, the
baking time will probably
be less than 20 minutes.
Lastly, crepes, a delicate
and tender kind of French
pancake, are another
delicious breakfast op-
tion. Crepes, although
they require more work,
time and attention, are
still quite doable. Crepes
can have either sweet or
savory fillings. I personally
like sweet — butter, syrup,
cream cheese filling, jam,
whipped cream or fruit.
For savory, the book where
I got the crepe recipe from
suggests cheese, ham,
scrambled eggs, chopped
herbs or sliced scallions.

1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
! Line bottom and sides of a large rimmed baking sheet with parchment pa- !
1 1
1 ]
1 1
] 1
1 1
1 1

One of the most impor-
tant things when making
crepes is having a non-
stick pan (I use a stain-
less steel pan). Because
crepes are so delicate, if
they stick to the pan they
will tear and not cook
properly. Also, watch the
temperature while cook-
ing. The goal is to have the
pan hot enough to brown
the crepes nicely but not
too hot as to burn them. If,
when you pour in the bat-
ter and start swirling, the
batter bubbles like crazy,
the pan is too hot — turn
down the heat.

Francesca Ullmer, the second child of
a large homeschooled family, is from
the Krakow area. She enjoys baking,
reading, knitting, raising goats, and
entering numerous items in the Oconto
County Fair.

Pulaski High performing
‘Once Upon a Mattress’

Pulaski High School
students will soon per-
form this year’s musical,
“Once Upon a Mattress.”

The show is a “comic
retelling of the children’s
story ‘The Princess and
the Pea,”” said Amy
Tubbs, drama director.
“Queen Aggravain wants
to find the perfect prin-
cess for her son, Prince
Dauntless, but everyone
fails the tests that she

and the Wizard create.
The King has been cursed
and is unable to speak,
communicating only in
pantomime. Because no
one in the kingdom is al-
lowed to marry before the
prince, Lady Larken and
Sir Harry have a problem
with their baby on the
way.

“Harry travels to an-
other kingdom and brings
back a swamp princess,

Princess Winnifred, who
will try to pass the test
with the help of the Min-
strel and the Jester.”
Shows will be per-
formed 7 p.m. Feb. 15 and
Feb. 22 and 2 p.m. Feb. 16
and Feb. 23 at the Ripley
Performing Arts Center at
Pulaski High School, 1040
S. St. Augustine St., Pu-
laski. Tickets are $8 and
available for purchase at
pulaskihs.ludus.com.

The King, played by Hayden Witte, left, is excited for Prince Dauntless, played by Crosby Willette, to marry Princess
Winnifred, played by Gwen Rybak, but Queen Aggravain, played by Morgan Miskulin, doesn't want her son to marry

yet.

CONTRIBUTED
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Oconto County fair board
seeks Fairest applicants

The Oconto County
Youth Fair Board is
pleased to announce that
applications for the 2025
Fairest of the Fair or Fair
Ambassador are now
available.

The board is looking for
residents of Oconto County
who are interested in
serving as representatives
for the 2025 fair. Through
the competition, either a
Fairest of the Fair or a Fair
Ambassador (female or
male representative) plus
an attendant (first runner-

up) will be named. These
two individuals will repre-
sent the fair at a variety of
events throughout the year.

A $1,000 scholarship/
stipend and $300 expense
allowance will be awarded
to the individual named
the Fairest of the Fair or
Fair Ambassador. A $500
scholarship/stipend and
$300 expense allowance
will be awarded to the
attendant.

The competition will
take place May 4 at Gillett
High School.

Individuals must be
18 years of age by Jan. 1,
2026, to apply. Interested
individuals need to apply
by April 1 by submitting a
completed application and
sponsor fee of $50.

Detailed contest rules
and applications can be
found on the Oconto
County Fair website at
ocontocountyfair.org or its
Facebook page at Oconto
County Youth Fair. Ques-
tions can be directed to
ocontocountyfairestcom-
mittee@gmail.com.

WHAT'S HAPPENING

FRIDAY, FEB. 7

SHAWANO: ThedaCare
Medical Center Shawano
Auxiliary Book and Gift Event, 8
a.m.to 1p.m., ThedaCare Medi-
cal Center, 100 County Road B.
Save up to 70% off retail prices:
adult and children's books,
toys, kitchen gadgets, tech toys,
more.

SHAWANO: Boost Your
Brain and Memory, 9-10:30
a.m., ADRC of the Wolf River
Region, W7327 Anderson Ave.
A holistic approach to improv-
ing brain health. Fourth week
of eight-week class, enrollment
limited to 12 people, register
by calling Ericka at 715-526-
4712.

SHAWANO: “Galentine's
Day” Ladies Night Out, 6 p.m.,
The Boulevard Event Hall, 744
E. Green Bay St. $50 admission,
715-201-0450 or The Avenue's
Facebook page to register.

SURING: Recovery Talking
Circle, 6-8 p.m. South Branch
Community Center, W1281
County Road M.

SHAWANO: School musical
“Cinderella,” 7 p.m., Shawano
Community High School, 220
County Road B. Tickets $6
students, $9 seniors, $12
adults, available at www.
shawanotheater.ludus.com or
715-526-2175.

WITTENBERG: A Night of
Dueling Pianos, 7 p.m., WOW-
SPACE, 114 Vinal St. Must be 21
to attend. $40; Reserve tickets
in advance ticketbud.com or at
Tavern Front.

SATURDAY, FEB. 8

SHAWANO: Third annual
Give Kids a Smile, 9a.m.to 1
p.m., Walsh Dental Group, 657
N. Main St. Free dental evalu-
ation and same-day treatment
for children ages 6-14. First
come, first serve. No appoint-
ment needed. 715-524-2581

NAVARINO: Frozen Fun, 9
a.m. to 2 p.m., Navarino Nature
Center, 5646 Lindsten Road.
Winter Open House and Frozen
Fun for the family. Games,
crafts, food, guided hikes,
bonfire/s'mores and more. $1
admission per person.

SHAWANO: Zurko's Indoor
Flea Market, 9 a.m.to 3 p.m.,,
Shawano Community Hall, 115
E. Division St.

GRESHAM: American Legion
Meat Raffle, 5 p.m., Legion Hall,
951 Main St. 50/50 drawing.

ABRAMS: Machickanee
Cross Country Ski Club Candle-
light Ski, 5:30-8 p.m., 6625
Timberline Road.

PULASKI: Valentine's Dance,
6-11 p.m., Scolly’'s Hometown,
149 W. Pulaski St. Featuring The

CK Siblings (country rock) and
The Mix (polka). Sponsored by
Promote Pulaski. Raffles. $10
admission.

SHAWANO: School musical
“Cinderella,” 7 p.m., Shawano
Community High School, 220
County Road B. Tickets $6
students, $9 seniors, $12
adults, available at www.
shawanotheater.ludus.com or
715-526-2175.

CECIL: Slunds Snowbirds
Sweethearts Dance and Raffle,
7-11 p.m., Golden Sands Golf
Course, 300 Nabor Road. Raffle
ticket for entry or $5 at the
door. Music by Spark Spark
Bang.

SUNDAY, FEB. 9

OCONTO: Knights of Colum-
bus Pancake Porky Breakfast,
8:30-11 a.m., Holy Trinity
church, 716 Madison St. Potato
pancakes, regular, chocolate
chip, sausages and eggs. Cash
donations welcome; proceeds
benefit the Sister's Old Age
home, and the Polish Knights.

SHAWANO: School musical
“Cinderella,” 2 p.m., Shawano
Community High School, 220
County Road B. Tickets $6
students, $9 seniors, $12
adults, available at www.
shawanotheater.ludus.com or
715-526-2175.

MONDAY, FEB. 10

OCONTO: Masonic Pine
Lodge 188 dinner, 6 p.m., 513
Superior Ave. Open to family,
friends and interested guests,
followed by Master Mason
private meeting at 7 p.m. For
information, contact the Lodge
Secretary at 920-373-0950.

SHAWANO: Recovery talking
circle, 6-8 p.m., First Presbyte-
rian Church, Room 4,100 W.
Presbyterian St. Information:
Dallas Gast, 715-701-5388 or
dallasgast8@gmail.com.

TUESDAY, FEB. 11

SHAWANO: Young Adult
Singles Bags and Boards Night,
5:30-6:30 p.m., Zion Lutheran
Church, 1254 S. Union St.
Games, laughter and fellowship
for ages 18-45.

SHAWANO: Shawano Path-
ways monthly meeting, 6-8
p.m., Shawano Civic Center, 225
S. Main St. Use the entrance off
Washington Street.

KESHENA: Recovery talking
circle, 6-8 p.m. Omaegnome-
newak Wetohkatikamek Cen-
ter, 2700 Mianaceqtawak Road.
Information: Mindy Thunder at
715-799-3835 or mthunder@
mitw.org.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 12

RED RIVER: Shawano

Pathways Moonlight Hike,

6 p.m., Kroenke Lake State
Natural Area, end of Beech
Road (bring a headlamp if you
have one). Arrive at least 15
minutes before the start of
the hike to register, get gear
on and meet the guide. All
hikes are free, but donations
are appreciated.

KESHENA: Recovery talking
circle, 6-8 p.m. Omaegnome-
newak Wetohkatikamek Cen-
ter, 2700 Mianaceqtawak Road.
Information: Mindy Thunder at
715-799-3835 or mthunder@
mitw.org.

POUND: North Country Kick-
ers line dance lessons, 6:30-9
p.m., Equity Hall, W7403 State
Highway 64. $5 admission.
Playing a variety of music. Ev-
eryone welcome. For informa-
tion, call Nancy 920-829-6316
or Charles 920-606-4370.
Weekly through April 2.

THURSDAY, FEB. 13

OCONTO: Jacob’'s Well —
Oconto All Community small
group Bible study, 2:30 p.m.
The Shop On Main (rear
conference annex), 821 Main
St. Information at jacobswellgb.
org.

OCONTO: American Legion
Post 74, 6 p.m., Coppertown
Bar and Grill, 818 Main St.

BOWLER: Native American
Talking Circle, 7-9 p.m., Mohi-
can Family Center, N8605 Oak
St. Information: Yvonne Burt,
715-326-0891.

FRIDAY, FEB. 14

SHAWANO: Boost Your Brain
and Memory, 9-10:30 a.m.,
ADRC of the Wolf River Region,
W?7327 Anderson Ave. A holis-
tic approach to improving brain
health. Fifth week of eight-week
class, enrollment limited to
12 people, register by calling
Ericka at 715-526-4712.

SURING: Recovery Talking
Circle, 6-8 p.m. South Branch
Community Center, W1281
County Road M.

SATURDAY, FEB. 15

SHAWANO: Zurko's Indoor
Flea Market, 9 a.m.to 3 p.m.,,
Shawano Community Hall, 115
E. Division St.

CAROLINE: Run for Fun
Vintage Ride and Show, 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m., Legion Hall, W12850
County Road M. Hosted by
Four Dams Snow Goers. Bring
your vintage sleds, running
or not. All years welcome, rat
rod sleds, too. Registration
10 a.m. to noon, live music 11
a.m., voting at noon, ride 1 p.m.
(weather permitting). Basket
raffles, 50/50 raffles, food and
drinks available for purchase.
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Huffman wins bracket at Shawano invite

Bonduel team
places third

Jan. 31

Shawano Invite

Forty teams with
several brackets including
multiple state qualifiers
competed at the third an-
nual Shawano girls wres-
tling invitational.

Gwyn Hermann
(107-pound bracket) and
Jenna Moede (114 bracket)
each took fifth place,
and Adalyn Barkley (138
bracket) took sixth place.

“All of these girls
wrestled well tonight in
very tough brackets,”
coach Mike Homan said.
“We will be back in action
next Saturday at Green
Bay Preble.”

Bonduel’s Kaitlyn Kroe-
ning placed second in the

100 bracket. Pulaski’s Leah
Kapla finished second in
the 138 bracket.

Bonduel’s Madalyn
Sokolski was second at 152,
and Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood’s Faith Weso was
sixth. Alisha Berg, also of
Bonduel, was second at
165.

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood’s Andrea Powell
placed sixth in the 145
bracket.

At 185, Wittenberg-
Birnamwood’s Brooke
Huffman won, with
Bonduel’s Madelyn Hert
in second and Pulaski’s
Noelle Manning in fourth.

Bay Port won the invite
with 73 points. Bonduel
placed third with 51, fol-
lowed by Pulaski in 13th
with 29, Shawano in 15th
with 27, and Wittenberg-
Birnamwood tied with
New London for 17th with
22.

In the 138-pound bracket, Xavier's Madeline Faulkner works toward a pin of Shawano's Brynn Hannes. The third annual Shawano Invite drew more than 220

female wrestlers Jan. 31. During the first year, there were 46 wrestlers, with about 120 participating in the second year.

KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

Shawano's Madelyn Moesch, bottom, wrestles Seymour's Willow Gorecki in the 120-pound bracket
at the Shawano Invite on Jan. 31. Gorecki won on a pin in 1:37.

KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

Pulaski's Elliana Maroszek, right, and Winneconne's Nora Last grab each other's wrists at the start of the 126-pound bout at Shawano
Community High School. Nast won the match by pinning Maroszek in 3:01.

KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

Bonduel boys toop 100 points, move to 17-0

BY NEW MEDIA STAFF

Feb.1

Bonduel 106, Cole-
man 53

Cade Johnson’s 30
points and Race Anve-
link’s 24 led Bonduel to
a blistering 106-53 win
over Coleman. Anvelink’s
scoring included six
3-pointers, while Johnson
connected on three of his
nine attempts.

Eleven players scored
for Bonduel, which im-
proved to 17-0 overall.
Ryan Westrich scored 14
points, and Carter Moesch
had 11.

Jan. 31

Bonduel 66, Manawa
38

Quinn Wesenberg

scored 19 points, and Ryan
Westrich had 14 to lead
the Bears to a 66-38 win
over Manawa.

Gillett 82, Oneida Na-
tion 53

With a commanding 50-
26 lead at halftime, Gillett
cruised to an 82-53 win
over Oneida Nation.

Jesse DeBauch led the
Tigers with 39 points,
including 6-of-7 3-pointers
and 5-of-7 free throws. He
also pulled down 11 re-
bounds, had seven assists
and two steals.

Jed Herzog score 20
points and led the team
with 13 rebounds.

Brody Halla led Gillett
with five assists and had
two steals.

Gillett improved to

5-4 in the Marinette &
Oconto Conference and
6-8 overall.

Pulaski 85, Green Bay
Preble 52

Pulaski had little
trouble dispatching Green
Bay Preble, leading 48-19
at the half and going on to
an 85-52 victory.

Joseph Mijal led the
Red Raiders with 21
points, followed by Colin
Schultz with 17, Dixon
Holewinski with 16 and
Bryce Wotruba with 11.
Holewinski knocked down
four 3-pointers, while
Wotruba connected on
three.

With four rebounds
each were Schultz, Calan
Bock and Holewinski.
Ethan Schmidt led with

four assists, and Wotruba
had four steals.

Niagara 72, Lena 28

Mason Spice scored 16
points in Lena’s 72-28 loss
to Niagara.

Oconto Falls 68,
Wrightstown 57

With a slim 31-29 lead
at halftime, Oconto Falls
slowly pulled away in the
second half to earn a 68-57
win over Wrightstown.

JJ Pytleski led the Pan-
thers with 21 points and
seven rebounds. Emerich
Skarban and Jameson Bea-
man each scored 12.

Evan Yuma led Oconto
Falls with seven assists.
With three steals each
were Yuma, Beaman and
Pytleski.

Oconto Falls connected

on 9-0f-16 3-pointers,
including three each by
Pytleski and Aydien Wold,
two by Skarban and one
by Beaman.

The Panthers improved
to 7-5 in the North Eastern
Conference and 10-6
overall.

Tigerton 67, Florence
11

Stockbridge 51,
Gresham 43

Suring 61, Wausaukee
43Jan. 30

Suring 69, Lena 55

Suring surged in the
second half as the Eagles
overtook Lena 69-55 in
the Marinette & Oconto
Conference matchup.

Suring was led by
Michael Bailey’s 21 points.
Taylor Booth Stoffregen

scored 15, and Parker Haak
chipped in another 14.

Mason Spice led Lena
with 22 points, and Tyler
Shallow scored 13.

Lena led 26-24 at half-
time, but Suring won the
second half 45-29 to claim
victory.

Suring improved to
3-6 in conference action,
while Lena dropped to 2-7.

West De Pere 70,
Shawano 44

West De Pere showed
why it’s at the top of the
Bay Conference with a 70-
44 win over Shawano.

The Hawks trailed 42-
21 at halftime and couldn’t
catch up to the Phantoms.

BASKETBALL,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 20
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Shawano, Antigo both lose to Waupun

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Feb. 1

Waupun 5, Shawano/
Bonduel 2

Max Huntington scored
at 3:36 in the first period
(with an assist from Blake
Knope) to give Shawano/
Bonduel an early 1-0 lead,
but it wouldn’t hold up
against Waupun, which
returned home with a 5-2
win.

Waupun’s Jonas Buch-
holz tied the game two
minutes after Huntington’s
score, and Haiden Rieder
scored the first of his three
goals just 15 seconds after
that to give the Warriors
a 2-1lead after the first
period.

Rieder scored again just
24 seconds into the second
period. The Hawks’ Gavin
Hundt made it 3-2 when he
scored at the 10:00 mark
to end the second period
scoring.

Rieder’s hat trick was
completed in the third,
along with another Wau-
pun goal, to make it a 5-2
final.

Waupun had 45 shots
on goal, and Kaiden
Thornborrow tallied 40
saves. In comparison,
Shawano/Bonduel only
managed 15 shots on goal.

Waupun was penalized
only once for two minutes,
while Shawano/Bonduel
was called for six infrac-
tions for 12 minutes.

The Hawks were sched-
uled to host Pacelli on Feb.
4 and travel to Appleton
on Feb. The regular sea-
sons is scheduled to close
out with a home game
Feb. 8 against Manitowoc
United and a home game
Feb. 13 against Notre Dame
JV.

Antigo 5, Milton 0

Eli Kassler had a hat
trick, and Owen Dickman
scored two goals as Antigo
shut out Milton 5-0.

Both teams had 35 shots
on goal, with Richie Veriha
getting all 35 saves for the
Red Robins. Each team
was penalized four times
for eight minutes.

Dickman started the
scoring with an assist by
Kassler at 10:15 in the first
period.

It was all Kassler in the
second period. Dickman
assisted on Kassler’s first
goal at 7:02. Parker Chaney
assisted on the goal at
10:58, and Kassler scored
on his own at 15:14.

In the third period,
Kassler and Chaney as-
sisted on Dickman’s goal
at 3:58.

Jan. 31

Waupun 7, Antigo 1

In a preview of what

Shawano/Bonduel could
expect the next day, Wau-
pun hosted Antigo and
emerged with a 7-1 win.

The Red Robins trailed
3-0 when Eli Kassler
scored with help from
Parker Chaney toward the
end of the second period to
make it 3-1. But, the War-
riors scored twice more
within the final minutes to
lead 5-1 after two period.

Waupun scored twice
more in the third period
for the lopsided win.

Waupun had 61 shots
on goal, with Richie Veriha
getting 54 saves. Antigo
only had 15 shots on goal.

The Warriors were pe-
nalized twice for four min-
utes. The Red Robins were
called for eight penalties,
including a head contact
and misconduct calls, for a
total 27 minutes.

Jan. 30

Shawano/Bonduel 9,
Medford 2

Gavin Hundt and Blake
Knope each had a hat trick
in Shawano/Bonduel’s 9-2
non-conference win over
Medford.

The visitors went up
5-0 after one period. The
Raiders’ two goals came in
the second period, while
Shawano/Bonduel added
another four in the third.

Scoring began with
Teagan Harkey getting a
goal just 32 seconds into
the game; Hundt assisted.
Waylon Snider scored with
a Jeremy Helmuth assist at
3:34, and Blake Swedberg
made it 3-0 at 4:58.

Knope’s first goal came
at 8:21, and Hundt’s first
score was at 12:06. Cam-
eron Schroeder assisted on
both goals.

Leading 5-2 as the third
period got underway, Hun-
dt sacred his second goal
at 8:10 and completed the
hat trick at 13:01 with an
assist from Harkey. Knope
was assisted by Hundt at
14:15, and the former com-
pleted his hat trick at 15:09
to end the scoring.

Shawano/Bonduel had
44 shots on goal, with
Talan Albers tallying 35
saves. Tyson Lyons had
18 saves for Shawano/
Bonduel.

Medford was called
for six penalties for 12
minutes, while Shawano/
Bonduel had five for 10
minutes.

Jan. 28

Antigo 9, Waupaca 6

The Great Northern
Conference matchup was
a back-and-forth contest
throughout the first period
and the start of the second,
when Antigo went on
a five-goal unanswered
streak to to push the score

Kaiden Thornborrow works the net as Shawano/Bonduel and Waupun players scramble for the puck Feb. 1at the Crawford Center. Waupun won 5-2.

KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

Blake Swedberg guides the puck along the ice against Waupun. The Warriors beat the Hawks 5-2 Feb. 1 at the Craw-

ford Center.

to 9-3 early in the third
period.

Eli Kassler scored five
goals for the Red Robins,
and Owen Dickman added
three. Liam Burt had the
other Antigo goal.

Scoring started in the
first period with Kassler
finding the back of the net
at 4:07 with a Dickman
assist. The Comets tied the
score at 1-1 only to have
Burt score and put An-
tigo on top 2-1. Waupaca
tied the game again until
Kassler scored at 7:34 for
a3-2 advantage. Dickman
added to the lead at 16:09
with Kassler assisting.

Waupaca scored at 6:44
in the second period to
make it 4-3. Then the scor-
ing began. Kassler scored
there goals in about four

minutes, with Dickman
and Carson Rhode assist-
ing on the third goal. Then,
Dickman scored at 14:13

to put Antigo on top 8-3.
Kassler and Parker Chaney
assisted Dickman on the
score.

The third period
opened with another Dick-
man goal and Kassler assist
at 2:30 to make it 9-3.

Waupaca scored three
more times in the period
but couldn’t overcome the
deficit.

Richie Veriha recorded
29 saves against 35 shots
on goal. Waupaca’s Gavin
Hafferman had 36 saves
against 45 shots on goal.

The Comets were
penalized three times for
nine minutes. The Red
Robins were called for six

KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

infractions for 12 minutes.
Antigo is 4-2-1 in the
Great Northern Confer-
ence and 8-8-1 overall.
Sheboygan 8, Shawa-
no/Bonduel 1
Shawano/Bonduel’s
single goal in the second
period against Sheboygan
was sandwiched by four
goals by the Red Raiders in
each of the first and third
periods for a final 8-1 loss.
Sheboygan tallied 47
shots on goal, with Shawa-
no/Bonduel goalie Kaiden
Thornborrow collecting 39
saves. Shawano/Bonduel
had 27 shots on goal.
Shawano/Bonduel’s
goal was scored by Jeremy
Helmuth at 15:35 in the
middle period; Gavin
Hundt assisted.
Shawano/Bonduel was

Shawano/Bonduel’s Kielian Arm-
bruste and an unidentified Waupun
player battle in out on the ice at
the Crawford Center. Waupun won
5-2. The Hawks were scheduled to
host Pacelli on Feb. 4 and travel to
Appleton on Feb. The regular sea-
sons is scheduled to close out with
a home game Feb. 8 against Manito-
woc United and a home game Feb. 13

against Notre Dame JV.
KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

penalized twice for four
minutes, while Sheboygan
was called for six infrac-
tions for 20 minutes.

Shawano/Bonduel is
10-7 overall.

Bay Area Ice Bears defeat visiting Warhawks 4-1

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Jan. 31

Bay Area 4, Arrowhead 1

Faye Brunke scored two of
Bay Area’s four goals in its 4-1
win over Arrowhead at the Cor-

nerstone Community Center in

Ashwaubenon.

Ava McDonald scored only
36 seconds into the contest with
an assist from Julianne Bradford.
Brunke’s first goal came at 2:51
with Tiana Stindt assisting.

the goal.

Briana Anundsen scored at
2:33 in the second period to put
the Ice Bears up 3-0. Elizabeth
Zunker and Bradford assisted on

Arrowhead scored its only
goal at 6:4], followed by Brunke’s

second goal less than one minute
later. Bradford and McDonald
were credited with assisting.
Neither team scored in the
third period, but Bay Area had 10
shots on goal to give them 39 for
the game. The Warhawks had 11

shots on goal for the game, and
Reese Spiering had 10 saves.
Penalties were few and far
between, with the Ice Bears
called for three infractions for
six minutes. The Warhawks only
had one penalty for two minutes.
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Lena wrestlers place 3rd
at Laconia Invitational

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Feb. 1

Bruce Tourbier Me-
morial Scramble

Lena’s boys wresting
team placed third with
183.5 points at Laconia
High School in Rosendale.
Portage won with 197
points.

Max Peterson won in
the 157-pound bracket. He
pinned his opponent in 1:50
to win the title.

Isaac Peterson placed
second at 106, and Sam
Peterson was second at 113.
Lucas Heimke was second
at 144, and Dylan Urbanek
was second at 285.

Quinton McDonald fin-
ished in third place at 150,
and Collin Van Ark was
third at 175.

Colt Miller placed fifth
at 215.

Brayden Graef placed
sixth at 120, and Erik

Kosch was sixth at 165.
Elcho Scramble
Menominee Nation

place fifth among 12 teams

at Elcho.

Mike Peters took first
place at 126, pinning
Norway’s Cameran Nevil
in 3:41.

Jason Chapman finished
in second at 150, with
teammate Ravena Arlequin
placing ninth.

Mitchell Waukau
earned second place at 175.
At 215, Miklo Guzman

was third, and Andre

LaRock was sixth.

Taylor Boyd was fifth
at 138. Rayshawn Madosh
finished seventh at 285.

Pulaski Invitational

The Red Raiders fin-
ished seventh at they their
home meet, and Oconto
Falls was loth. Kaukauna
was the winner. Of the 17-
team invite.

Pulaski’s Jack Falk won

at 106 on a 12-0 major
decision.

Cole Bozile, of Oconto
Falls, won at 144 on a 3-0
decision. Pulaski’s Bryce
Van Lannen was seventh.

Oconto Falls’ Nick
Trepanier captured third
at 175.

Pulaski’s Broc Ambrosi-
us placed fourth at 132, and
teammate Andy Servais
was fourth at 190.

Oconto Falls’ Isaiah
Holtz placed fifth at 113.

At 120, Oconto Fall’s
Levi Monmaerts was fifth,
and Pulaski’s Trever Noon
was sixth. Monmaerts won
9-4 in the first overtime
period.

The Panthers’ Brandon
Romo finished in fifth at
126, and Hunter Bozile was
fifth at 138.

At 165, Pulaski’s Mason
Taylor was sixth. At 215,
teammate Wes Olson was
seventh.

Bonduel's Madalyn Sokolski, left, grapples with Wittenberg-Birnamwood's Devin Wudtke in a dual match at Bonduel

last week.

BELLA ROBERTS

Two local coaches, one player
to be inducted into WBCA Hall of Fame

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

School districts in Sha-
wano and Oconto counties
are well represented in the
the Wisconsin Basketball
Coaches Association 2025
Hall of Fame induction
class.

High school coaches
who will be inducted in-
clude Daniel Shaw, of Pu-
laski, and Kristine Young,
of Lena. Also inducted
will be Peter Krull, who
played for the Wittenberg-
Birnamwood High School
boys team.

A Hall of Fame Banquet
is scheduled for Sept. 28 at
the Glacier Canyon Lodge
of the Wilderness Resort
in Wisconsin Dells. More
information on tickets for
the Banquet can be found
by contacting inductees or
the WBCA.

Bonduel's Jaxon Bogacz has Wittenberg-Birnamwood's Bo Davis face down on the mat during a dual match at Bon-

duel last week.

BELLA ROBERTS
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BASKETBALL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

Will Verkuilen led the
Hawks with 14 points,
while Logan Sipple scored
13.

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood 64, Shiocton 62

Shiocton’s one-point
lead at halftime couldn’t
hold up against Witten-
berg-Birnamwood as the
Chargers returned home
with a 64-62 win.

Jett Rogowski led
Wittenberg-Birnamwood
with 26 points, followed
by Zandyr Barke with
17 and Jaden Clark with
11. Hayden Miller score
six, and Eddie Nowinsky
had the team’s other four
points.

The Chargers are 8-1
in the Central Wisconsin
East Conference and 12-2
overall.

White Lake 72,
Marion 43

Northland Lutheran
89, Bowler 65

Jan. 28

Oconto Falls 80,
Luxemburg-Casco 66

JJ Pytleski set a blister-
ing pace of 29 points to
lead Oconto Falls to an 80-
66 win over Luxemburg-
Casco in a North Eastern
Conference matchup.

Emerich Skarban and
Jameson Beaman each
scored 16 points for the
Panthers.

Skarban and Beaman
each grabbed eight re-
bounds, with Evan Yuma
nabbing six. Pytleski had
seven assists, and Yuma
contributed four. Yuma
had two of the team’s five
steals.

Sevastopol 67, Lena 61

Mason Spice scored
26 points including five
3-pointers, but Lena came
up short in a 67-61 loss to
Sevastopol.

Sevastopol led 36-21 at
halftime and didn’t look
back. Lena’s 40-31 second
half performance, includ-
ing Spice getting 19 points
after the break, wasn’t
enough for the Wildcats.

Tigerton 66, Tri-
County 26

Maverick Maass scored
20 points and James Brady
scored 16 as Tigerton de-
feated Tri-County 66-26.

Brady also had a double-
double as he led the Tigers
with 11 rebounds. Caleb
Dahlstrom pulled down 10.

Brady Miller led the
team with three assists.
Sam Anheuser tallied
nabbed seven steals, while
Msass had five.

Crivitz 74, Gillett 55

Gillett dropped to 4-4
in the Marinette & Oconto
Conference after a 74-55
loss to Crivitz.

Crivitz led 45-39 at half-
time and won the second
half as well, 29-26.

Jesse DeBauch led the
Tigers with 32 points. Jed
Herzog added 13, with
Brandon Slatky getting
eight and Bradyn Wendorff
scoring two.

Shawano 54, Antigo
42

The Hawks’ defense
stepped up near the end
of the game in the team’s
54-42 non-conference win
over Antigo.

Shawano kept Antigo
scoreless in the last eight
minuets of the game.

Bonduel High School senior Cade Johnson tries to find an open teammate among a gaggle of Coleman players Jan. 31 as the Bears win 106-53. Johnson

scored 30 points in the game.

Logan Sipple led Sha-
wano with 25 points. Crew
Weisnicht scored 11, and
Will Verkuilen had 10.

Pulaski 89, Sheboygan
South 54

Wild Rose 77, Gresh-
am 50

Suring 55, Oneida Na-
tion 52

Menominee Nation
65, Green Bay East 59

Jan. 27

Wittenberg-Birnam-

wood 69, Northland
Pines 58

The Chargers advanced
to 11-2 with a solid non-
conference 69-58 win over

the Northland Pines Eagles.

Jett Rogowski paced the
Chargers with 32 points as
solid contributions came
from multiple players.

“Defensively, we
switched things up and
tried to keep them off
rhythm. They have a

nice team and seemed to
always keep things within
reach,” said coach Gar-
rett Rogowski. “Our boys
fought hard and played
three games in three
schools days. They’re
working hard, and it’s
showing.”

Bay Port 72, Pulaski
70

It was a tale of two
halves with Bay Port end-
ing up on top 72-70 in the

LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Fox River Classic Confer-
ence game.

The Pirates led 38-29
at the half, but the Red
Raiders fought back to
outscored Bay Port 41-34
in the second half. Unfor-
tunately for Pulaski, the
comeback wasn’t quite
enough.

Both teams are 5-5 in
league play.

Rosholt 78, Gresham
49

Depend on an Independent
Insurance Agent

Proud to be your only Locally Owned Agency in Shawano

AGENCY OF SHAWANQOQ, INC
1207 E. GREEN BAY STREET « SHAWANO
715-526-6390 - 800-428-6390

Independence allows Hometown to compare
various insurance companies and recommend
only the best ones like Auto Owners

2023
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Bonduel, Wittenberg-Birnamwood,
Lena girls continue their winning ways

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Feb. 1

Crivitz 46, Suring 31

Bunny Cramer led Sur-
ing with 14 points in the
Eagles’ 46-31 loss to Crivitz
at the Oshkosh Arena.

Suring is 4-8 in the
Marinette & Oconto Con-
ference at 9-8 overall.

Jan. 31

Green Bay Preble 50,
Pulaski 35

Olivia Sprangers was
Pulaski’s lead scorer with
nine points in the Red
Raiders’ 50-35 loss to
Green Bay Preble.

Pulaski fell to 3-9 in the
Fox River Classic Confer-
ence and 5-12 overall.

Bonduel 57, Manawa
35

Gresham 47, Stock-
bridge 29

Menominee Nation
46, Amherst 38

Jan. 30

Lena 46, Crivitz 32

Madilyn Thomson led
Lena with 18 points, and
Eva Brooks scored 12 in the
Wildcats’ 46-32 win over
Crivitz.

Madilyn Thomson also
led the team with nine re-
bounds; Brooks had seven,
and Hannah Thomson had
Six.
Kali Fischer dished out
six assists, and Hannah
Thomson had four.

Hannah Thomson led
with four steals. Brooks
and Madilyn Thomson
each had three.

Lena improved to
10-1in the Marinette and
Oconto Conference and
15-2 overall.

Denmark 42, Oconto
Falls 40

Rylie Shallow scored 23
points in Oconto Falls’ 42-
40 loss to Denmark.

Ella Jahnke scored
another seven, with Maddy
Maloney getting five, Izzy
Otto with three and Lylia
Lena with two.

Shawano 53, Seymour
34

With a tie in the score
at halftime, Shawano found
its offensive rhythm to
beat Seymour 53-34.

Leah Nordin scored 27
points for the Hawks. Anna
Dreier and Ella Stuber
each added 10.

Wittenberg-Birnam-

wood 65, Shiocton 25

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood maintained its
perfect mark in the Central
Wisconsin East Confer-
ence, improving to 10-0
with a 65-25 win over
Shiocton.

“We got off to a nice
start tonight and executed
really well,” coach Nick
Mechelke said. “We went
into halftime up 43-17. We
are becoming more disci-
plined in our press and on
the defensive side of the
game.”

In addition to the
dominating first half, the
Chargers won the second
half 22-8.

Melaina Granquist led
Wittenberg-Birnamwood
with 15 points. Rory Sal-
vesen scored 14, and Faith
Resch added 10.

Granquist had a double-
double with 16 rebounds.
Harper Rogowski led with
two assists and six steals.
Salvesen also nabbed five
steals.

Suring 53, St. Thomas
Aquinas Academy 43

Rosholt 70, Bowler 50

Gillett 69, Wausaukee
13

Jan. 28

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood 62, Weyauwega-
Fremont 27

The Chargers had
little trouble dominating
Weyauwega-Fremont in
the 62-27 Central Wiscon-
sin East Conference game.

Rory Salvesen led
Wittenberg-Birnamwood
with 21 points, including
four 3-pointers. Harper
Rogowski and Melaina
Granquist each scored 14.

“Overall, I'm very
pleased how we played
tonight,” coach Nick
Mechelke said. “Weyau-
wega-Fremont changed
up their defense from our
last game, and we adjusted
really well. Our defense
came to play tonight, and
we made them worked for
every basket. I really like
how Harper Rogowski
played on both sides of the
floor tonight. She made
some big plays.”

Rogowski led the team
with seven rebounds. As a
team, the Chargers had 29.
Salvesen recorded a pair of
assists, while Ava Brie and

Rogowski each had four
steals.

West De Pere 67, Sha-
wano 51

The Phantoms’ defense
held Shawano to 16 points
in the first half to take a 28-
16 halftime lead and never
looked back.

Leah Nordin led the
Hawks with 33 points.

Bonduel 61, Menomi-
nee Nation 38

Wild Rose 74. Bowler
27

Gillett 67, Peshtigo 45

Pulaski 38, Sheboygan
South 20

Jan. 27

Lena 46, Niagara 28

Madi Thomson scored
18 points and Eva Brooks
added 11 as Lena defeated
Niagara 46-28. Each had a
double-double, with both
players pulling down 11
rebounds.

Brooks also led the
team with four assists and
four steals.

Lena improved to 9-1in
the Marinette and Oconto
Conference and 14-2
overall.

Bonduel 72, Iola-
Scandinavia 38

Ten Bonduel scored
including four in double
digits as the Bears mauled
Iola-Scandinavia 72-38 in
Central Wisconsin East
Conference action.

Leading Bonduel was
Audrey Weier with 14
points, four rebounds,
an assist and five steals.
Tatum Sporisky scored 13
points and registered three
rebounds, six assists and
four steals.

Juliana Jacobs scored 12
points with six rebounds
and two assists. Cierra
Schnell added 10 points,
four rebounds and three
assists.

Jose Anvelink recorded
five rebounds.

The Bears jumped out
to a commanding 40-17
halftime lead. The second
half was almost as domi-
nating at 32-21.

Bonduel is 8-1 in the
conference and 13-4
overall.

Oneida Nation 53, Gil-
lett 48

Menominee Nation
61, Gresham 17

Suring 65, Wausaukee
62

National Silver Gloves Champion!

Brycen Reiter shows off his belt after winning the National Silver Gloves Championship at 106 pounds. Pictured with
one of his coaches, Gerald “Pappy” Wayka, Retier won the national title competing in Independence, Missouri, on
Jan. 28-Feb. 1. Reiter, 11, is the son of Jay Reiter Sr. and is a sixth grader and an honor roll student in the Gresham
School District. CONTRIBUTED
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The Newsday Crossword

Edited by Stanley Newman (www.StanXwords.com)
FROSTY: A double dose in seven answers

by Gail Grabowski

ACROSS

1 On an ocean voyage

6 Support, with “up”
10 Great weight
14 Male deer
18 Dryly amusing
19 Kelly of morning TV
20 Aroma
21 Shady area
23 What a dilemma presents
26 Cantina dip
27 PD rank
28 Baby’s bodysuit
29 Margarine holders
31 Length measures
32 Made a metallic sound
35 Toy store __ Schwarz
37 Liberates
39 Cowpoke’s greeting
41 Feathered friend
42 Giraffe cousin
43 Genre for 123-Across
47 Think back to
51 Very thin battery
52 Greeting in an in-box
53 That woman’s
54 Empanada, for instance
55 Drinks quickly
57 All-knowing
59 When a plane is due: Abbr.
61 Mature on a vine
62 Wagerer's hangout: Abbr.
64 Big game-show prizes
68 Solidify
69 What surrounds the Canary

Isls.

71 On-your-back leg exercise
75 Burns of documentaries
76 Grades K-12

77 “Don'’t like it? Tough!”
78 Suffix for serpent
80 Architectural details
82 Pick-up-sticks game
83 Launching sites
87 Menu listings
91 Clothing, so to speak
93 Simpsons barkeep
96 “Semper Fidelis” composer
98 Pigeon sound
99 Crooner admired by Sinatra
100 Costly conquest
103 Edie of The Sopranos
105 Feathery scarves
106 Afternoon snooze
107 To help someone out
110 Computer trial, for short
111 In large part
113 Calf-length skirt
114 CPR experts
116 Becomes sunny
118 Rejuvenation destination
121 Beaded calculators
123 Jurassic Park author
127 Hard-working introvert
128 Grapelike palm berry
129 Poi source
130 Refine, as metal
131 USPS deliveries
132 Business partners, at times
133 Leisurely
134 Weighty volumes

DOWN
1 Goes on to say
2 High-school math
3 Downplay
4 Arctic assistant
5 Arabian Nights name

6 Trim branches from
7 Annoyed
8 Chooses, with “for”
9 Eastern(!) end of the Panama
Canal
10 Follower of yoo or boo
11 Make revisions to
12 Deal primarily with
13 Longtime Jeopardy! host
14 KLM competitor
15 56-Down issuance
16 More skilled
17 Pay a visit to
22 Fixed fee
24 After-dinner drink
25 Fireplace
30 Fixed gaze
33 Pasta variety suffix
34 Most pleasant
36 Garfield’s pooch pal
38 Asparagus piece
39 Online periodical, for short
40 Veal: Fr.
41 Auction actions
44 Professional practice
45 “Casual”’ dress day: Abbr.
46 Electrolux alternative
48 Cider source
49 Rest atop
50 Gave temporarily
54 Artist Chagall
56 Patrol-car driver
58 Suffix for differ
60 __ chi (martial art)
63 Air-gun ammo
65 Shade tree
66 Have a cry
67 Hit the slopes
69 Frat letter

107

113 114
121 122 123
127 128

il

132

70 Gas bill measure

72 Charged atoms

73 CBS franchise

74 Scrumptious

76 Founded, for short
79 B vitamin

81 Capital of Yemen
84 Having no warranty
85 Seven Dwarfs leader
86 Minivan kin

88 Environmental concern
89 Cartoonist Walker

90 Tofu base, in Britain
92 Investigate, with “into”
94 Poetic spheres
95 Beethoven’s Third
97 Emphatic Spanish assent
100 Fancy entrance
101 Small villages
102 __ Aviv
104 Series dividers
107 Latin “loves”
108 Female prophet
109 Modify to fit

111 Computer user’s shortcut

112 Directional symbol

115 Read quickly

117 Israeli airline

119 Fishing gear

120 Household pests

122 Pair in each of the seven
longest answers

124 That man’s

125 St. Louis winter hrs.

126 Patient care grp.
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HOUSEHOLD GOODS [ MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES TODAY with a
GENERAC Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive
a FREE 5-year warranty w/
qualifying purchase. Call 1-
877-626-1009 today to
schedule a free quote. it's not
just a generator. Its a power
move. (WCAN)

ELIMINATE GUTTER
CLEANING FOREVER!
LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military
Discounts.

Call 1-877-920-3533

JACUZZ| BATH REMODEL
Can install a new, custom
bath or shower in as little as
one day. For a limited time,
we're cutting installation
costs in half & offering a
FREE safety upgrade!
Additional terms apply.
Subject to change and vary
be dealer. Offer ends 3/31/24
1-833-224-4977 (WCAN)

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE:
QUEEN MATTRESSES
FROM $199 40 Styles on

Display! All Sizes Avail.
PlymouthFurnitureWl.com
2133 Eastern Ave Plymouth
WI 920-892-6006 Open Daily
(WCAN)

REPLACE YOUR ROOF
w/the best looking & longest
lasting material, steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! 3 Styles &
multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer - up to
50% OFF Installation + Add'l
10% off install (for military,
health
workers & 1st responders)
Call Erie Metal Roofs
1-877-845-6606 (WCAN)

The bathroom of your
dreams in as
little as 1 day. Limited Time
Offer - $1000 off or No
Payments & No
Interest for 18 months for
customers who qualify. BCI
Bath & Shower. Many
options available. Quality
materials & professional
installation. Senior &
Military
Discounts Available. Call
today! 1-877-651-1850
(WCAN)

THINKING ABOUT
INSTALLING A NEW
SHOWER? American

Standard makes it easy.
FREE design
consultation. Enjoy your
shower again! Call
1-844-479-1327 today to see
how you can save $1,000 on
installation, or visit
www.newshowerdeal.com/wc

p (WCAN)

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO

SELL? .... GET RESULTS!

Affordable advertising that
fits your budget! Reach

OVER 300,000 homes! Place

your ad in MANY weekly
Wisconsin Shoppers &
Buyers' Guide papers for as
low as $36.00 Call today!
Publishers
Development Service, Inc.
(PDS, Inc.) 1-920-922-4864
www.pdsadnet.com

American Eskimo/Shelti
Cross Pups Fluffy/Friendly
Dewormed $60
715-223-4780

AUSSIE DOODLE PUPS
Shots/Worm/VetCk Choc,
Merle & Parti $600-$800 715-
255-2661 (#269146)

CAVALIER KING CHARLES
PUPPIES Vet/wormed/shots
$300 715-223-0782

FOR SALE: ACA POODLE
Male 27 Ib DOB 4-25-18
Proven Breeder or great pet
$250 Also Female Shiba Inu
pups Ready 4-24 Reserve
yours now $300
715-773-1778

MINI BERNEDOODLE
PUPPIES Shots/Vet ckd.
Dews/wormed $375-$750 No
Sun Calls 715-409-3321
(495932) (WCAN)

Moyen Poodle Pups $450
Samoyed Pups $550 Ready
to go 715-409-0533

Older AUSSIE DOODLE
PUPS Shots/Worm/Vet Can
Deliver $250 715-255-2661

(#269146)

PRETTY POM PUPPY F-
$380; Yorkie Pom Puppies
cute cuddly fluffy
socialized Males-$350, 1st
shots 715-229-2964

REG TOY POODLE PUPS
dews/shots/vet-chk'd/wormed
Non -Shed $400-$500
READY to go 715-536-0697
or 715-316-2522 (524892)
(WCAN)

Vehicles

Services

GET YOUR DEDUCTION
AHEAD OF THE YEAR-
END! Donate Your Car,
Truck or SUV to assist the
blind & visually impaired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup & secure a
generous year-end tax
credit. Call HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND today at!
844-374-3067 (WCAN)

Services

REG YORKSHIRE TERRIER
PUPPIES Vet
checked/wormed/dews,
Males $1000; Females
$1200 No Sun Calls 715-
409-3321 (495932) (WCAN)

Vehicles

CONNECT TO THE BEST
WIRELESS home Internet
with EarthLink. Enjoy speeds
from 5G & 4G LTE networks,
no contracts, easy
installation, & data plans up
to 300 GB. Call
844-223-7265 (WCAN)

DENTAL INSURANCE.
From Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Don't Wait!
Call now! Get your FREE
Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 855-807-9516
www.dental50plus.com/wic
ommunity #6258 (WCAN)

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET
Get your favorite live TV,
sports, &
local channels. 99% signal
reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months.
HBO Max & Premium
Channels included for 3 mos
(w/CHOICE Package or
higher) No
annual contract, no hidden
fees! Some restrictions apply.
Call IVS 1-833-574-1746
(WCAN)

DIRECTV Sports Pack 3
Months on Us! Watch pro &
College sports LIVE. Plus
over 40 regional & specialty
networks included. NFL,
College
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL,
Golf & more. Some
restrictions apply
Call DIRECTV
1-888-925-9452 (WCAN)

DON'T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned about a
fall or wants to regain access
to their entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today!
1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

Get DISH Satellite TV &
Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus
limited Time Up to $600 in
Gift Cards. Call Today!
1-844-897-8523 (WCAN)

HughesNet Satellite
Internet: 25 mbps starting at
$49.99/mo! Get More Data,
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST
download speeds. Wifi built

in! FREE Standard

Installation for lease

customers! Limited Time Call
1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck,

boat, RV and more to support

our veterans! Schedule a
FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran Car

Donations at 1-844-406-2647

today! (WCAN)

Turn Trash Into
Cash with the
CLASSIFIEDS

STROKE &
CARDIOVASCULAR
disease are leading causes
of death, according to the
AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION. Screening

can provide peace of mind or

early detection!

Contact Life Line Screening

to
schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings
for just $149! Call
1-888-675-5048 (WCAN)

MobileHelp, America's
Premier
Mobile Medical Alert
System. Whether you're
home or away, for safety and
Peace of Mind. No Long
Term Contracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today! 1-855-
491-0732 (WCAN)

UP TO $15,000 OF
GUARANTEED LIFE
INSURANCE! No medical
exam or health questions.
Cash to help pay funeral &
other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance
Company 844-433-5898 or
visit www.Life55plus.info/wcp
(WCAN)

WCAN (Wisconsin
Community Ad Network)
and/or the member
publications review ads to
the best of their ability.
Unfortunately, many
unscrupulous people are
ready to take your money!
PLEASE BE CAREFUL
ANSWERING ANY AD THAT
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO
BE TRUE! For more
information, or to file a
complaint regarding an ad,
please
contact The Department of
Trade, Agriculture &
Consumer Protection
1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

SWITCH & SAVE UP TO
$250/YEAR on your talk, text
& data. No contract & no
hidden fees. Unlimited talk &
text with flexible data plans.
Premium
nationwide coverage. 100%

U.S. based customer service.

For more info, call
1-844-883-1477 (WCAN)

BOATS APARTMENTS/DUPLEX

Mountain Bay Trail
Apartments
1/2/3 Bedrooms
Onsite Management
Heat Included
Single Car Garage
W/D in apartment
Rent begins at $835
715-526-8790

FREE BOAT & PONTOON
SHOW! In SHAWANO, WI
Feb. 20-23, 2025

Up to $1,000 free gift card
with select purchases.
More Event details
(http://www.americanmarina.
com/) Best Selection & Price
@ American Marine &
Motorsports in Shawano
866-955-2628

445 Humphrey Cr.
Beautiful

Fully Remodeled

1 or 2 Bedroom
Convenient location

Garage Available

Starting at $715 + Deposit

Tom 715-280-0525

1330 E Lieg Ave
2 bedrooms
Great location
Parking avail.
Starting at $775 + deposit
Pete 715-218-5731

1350 E Lieg Ave
Beautiful recently
Fully Remodeled
2 bedrooms
Great loc. Garage avail.
Starting at $795 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

FIND WHAT YOU NEED
In The Classifieds
715-526-6188

Vacation/
Lake Property

WESLEY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC Timeshare
Cancellation Experts Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare
debt & fees cancelled in
2019. Get FREE
informational package &
learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! FREE
consultations. Over 450
positive
reviews.

CALL 844-374-2565
(WCAN)
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OCONTO COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

Proceedings of Jan. 27

= Shana Lynn Courchaine,
26, Green Bay, was placed
on three years of probation
with conditions after Judge
Michael Judge withheld
sentencing for possession
of methamphetamine and
felony bail jumping, in con-
nection with an incident
that occurred April 13, 2023;
second-degree recklessly
endangering safety, in con-
nection with an incident that
occurred July 3, 2024; and
possession of methamphet-
amine and misdemeanor
possession of drug parapher-
nalia, in connection with an
incident that occurred March
10, 2022.

* Michael Ravanelli
Perkins, 40, a Green Bay
man serving time at Racine
Correctional Institution in
Sturdevant, pleaded no con-
test to possession with intent
to deliver amphetamine
or methamphetamine and
maintaining a drug trafficking
place, in connection with an
incident that occurred June
12, 2024; felony bail jump-
ing, in connection with an
incident that occurred July 17,

2023, and felony bail jumping
and a misdemeanor charge
of resisting or obstructing an
officer, in connection with an
incident that occurred Dec.
15, 2023. Judge scheduled
sentencing for March 31

and ordered a pre-sentence
investigation.

* KD L. Weaver, 26, Gillett,
waived his right to a prelimi-
nary hearing and pleaded not
guilty to first-degree reck-
lessly endangering safety and
chronic neglect of a child, in
connection with an incident
that allegedly occurred June
1. Judge scheduled a pre-trial
conference for Feb. 14.

* Megan June Sherman,
47, Oconto Falls, waived her
right to a preliminary hearing
and pleaded not guilty to
battery or threat to a law of-
ficer, throwing or discharging
bodily fluid at a public safety
officer or prosecutor, felony
bail jumping, and misde-
meanor counts of bail jump-
ing and disorderly conduct, in
connection with an incident
that allegedly occurred Sept.
11. Judge scheduled a pre-
trial conference for March 13.

* Bond was set at $5,000

cash for Praise Mugisha, 22,
Oconto, after he was charged
with felony bail jumping and
misdemeanor counts of bail
jumping, operating a motor
vehicle while intoxicated
(second offense), resisting or
obstructing an officer, pos-
session of THC, and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia, in
connection with an incident
that allegedly occurred Jan.
26. Judge adjourned his initial
appearance until Feb. 13.

* Bond was set at $2,000
cash for Shannon Marie
Miller, 48, Oconto Falls, after
she was charged with child
abuse recklessly causing
harm and misdemeanor
counts of disorderly conduct
and restricting or obstruct-
ing an officer, in connection
with an incident that alleg-
edly occurred Jan. 23. Judge
adjourned her initial appear-
ance until Feb. 13.

* Bond was set at $1,500
cash for Kayla Lynn Harris,
29, Oconto, after she was
charged with felony bail
jumping and a misdemeanor
count of disorderly conduct,
in connection with an incident
that allegedly occurred Jan.

28. Judge adjourned her initial
appearance until Feb. 13.

Proceedings of Jan. 28

* James L. Valley, 39,
Cecil, pleaded no contest to
misdemeanor charges of lewd
and lascivious behavior, and
bail jumping, in connection
with an incident that occurred
Sept. 14, and disorderly con-
duct, in connection with an
incident that occurred Oct. 27,
2023. A related felony charge
was dismissed but read into
the record. Judge Jay Conley
levied fines and court costs
and placed Valley on one year
of probation with conditions.

* After a preliminary hear-
ing Ricardo Dominguez De
La Cruz, 44, Coleman, was
bound over on charges of op-
erating a motor vehicle while
intoxicated (fourth offense)
and a misdemeanor count
operating while revoked, in
connection with an incident
that allegedly occurred Dec. 3.
Judge scheduled arraignment
and a pre-trial conference for
March 10.

Proceedings of Jan. 29
* Virginia M. Huycke, 39,

Oconto, pleaded no contest
to manufacturing with intent
to deliver amphetamine and
maintaining a drug traffick-
ing place, in connection with
an incident that occurred
June 27, 2023; and posses-
sion of methamphetamine in
connection with an inci-
dent that occurred May 25.
Huycke's probation had been
revoked in a 2022 conviction
for possession of metham-
phetamine. Judge scheduled
a preliminary hearing for
Dec. 20. Judge sentenced
her to two years and six
months in prison followed
by three years of extended
supervision with conditions.

* Pa Ying Xiong, 57, Green
Bay, pleaded no contest to
operating a motor vehicle
while intoxicated (fourth
offense) in connection with
an incident that occurred
Sept. 30. Judge scheduled
sentencing for March 24
and ordered a pre-sentence
investigation.

Proceedings of Jan. 31

» Zachary Charles Runge,
28, Oconto, waived his right
to a preliminary hearing and

pleaded not guilty to three
counts of felony bail jumping
and misdemeanor counts of
operating while revoked and
violating an ignition interlock
device order, in connec-

tion with an incident that
allegedly occurred Dec. 13.
Conley scheduled a pre-trial
conference for March 13.

* Bond was set at $25,000
cash for Hailey Ann John-
son, 21, Green Bay, after she
was charged with fleeing an
officer in a vehicle, resisting
an officer and causing great
bodily harm or a soft tissue
injury, and three counts of
second-degree reckless
endangering safety, in con-
nection with an incident that
allegedly occurred Jan. 29.
Conley adjourned her initial
appearance until Feb. 5.

s Bond was set at $5,000
cash for Kimberly Ann Alm,
54, Chicago, after she was
charged with battery or
threat to a law officer and
a misdemeanor count of
disorderly conduct, in con-
nection with an incident that
allegedly occurred Jan. 30.
Conley adjourned her initial
appearance until Feb. 13.

OCONTO COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT

Jan. 30

Deputies responded
to 61incidents, including
suspicious activity on state
Highway 32-64 in the Town of
Mountain, a structure fire on
County Road H in the Town of
Underhill, fire on state High-
way 22 in the Town of Stiles,
an incident at the county jail,
220 Arbutus Ave., Oconto,

fire on Red Bank Road in the
Town of Underhill, threaten-
ing on Ball Park Road in the
Town of Little Suamico, fire on
Elm Lawn Road in the Town

of Morgan, 11 traffic stops,
two traffic hazards, one traffic
offense, three miscellaneous
traffic incidents, three welfare
checks; one open-line 911

call; one ambulance call; five

crashes, three involving deer.
Jan. 29

Deputies responded to
36 incidents, including an
unwanted party on Mayflower
Lane in the Town of Underhill,
an animal bite on Wood Brook
Circle in the Town of Little
Suamico, 10 traffic stops, two
traffic offenses, one miscel-
laneous traffic incident, two

welfare checks; one open-line
911 call; one crash.
Jan. 28

Deputies responded to 41
incidents, including suspi-
cious activity on County Road
N in the Town of Oconto, a
disturbance on Peshtigo Brook
Road in the Town of Breed, fire
on Anston Road in Suamico,
harassment on Pleasant View
Drive in the Town of Chase,
trespassing on Mayflower
Lane in the Town of Underhill,
disorderly conduct on Arbutus
Avenue in Oconto, a noise
disturbance on Nero Lane in
the Town of Little Suamico,
two traffic stops, one traffic
hazard, two traffic offenses,
one citizen assist, two miscel-
laneous traffic incidents,
two welfare checks; one 911
hangup and one open line; one
ambulance call; three crashes.
Jan. 27

Deputies responded to 45
incidents, including fire near
state Highway 32 and County
Road CC in the Town of
Morgan, theft on Sherrie Lane
in the Town of Underhill, tres-
passing on Valley View Road

in the Town of Townsend,
a wanted person on U.S.
Highway 41 in the Town of
Pensaukee, suspicious activity
near Oak Orchard Lane and
County Road J in the Town of
Pensaukee, three traffic stops,
two traffic offenses, two
citizen assists, two miscel-
laneous traffic incidents; one
911 hangup; one ambulance
call; two crashes.
Jan. 26

Deputies responded to 41
incidents, including suspi-
cious activity on state High-
way 32 in the Town of How,
property damage on Maiden
Lake Road in the Town of
Riverview, an animal bite on
Bucks Lane in the Town of
Little Suamico, suspicious ac-
tivity near Kozlowski and Falk
roads in the Town of Abrams,
fire on Falk Road in the Town
of Abrams, a disturbance on
Hip Hus Road in the Town of
Underhill, suspicious activity
on South Lake Street in Gil-
lett, seven traffic stops, two
traffic offenses, two citizen
assists, three miscellaneous
traffic incidents, one welfare

check; one 911 hangup and
one open line; one ambulance
call; two crashes, one involv-
ing deer.
Jan. 25

Deputies responded to
37 incidents, including squad
damage near County Road A
and Emond Lane in the Town
of Lena, fire on County Road
M in the Town of Spruce,
nine traffic stops, four traffic
offenses, four citizen assists,
one miscellaneous traffic
incident; one 911 hangup and
one open line; two ambulance
calls; one crash involving deer.
Jan. 24

Deputies responded to 41
incidents, including suspi-
cious activity on County
Road G in the Town of Maple
Valley, suspicious activity
on Old U Road in the Town
of Gillett, drugs in the Town
of Lakewood, seven traffic
stops, three traffic hazards,
two traffic offenses, two
citizen assists, three miscel-
laneous traffic incidents; one
911 hangup and two open
lines; one ambulance call; two
crashes, one involving deer.

Bowling event raises money for K-9s

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-Chief

Two dozen teams of five
bowlers each converged on
Lakeshore Lanes on Feb.
1to raise money for the
Shawano County Sheriff’s
Department’s K-9 units.

Proceeds have yet to
be tallied. Detective Craig
Rekoske said the amount
raised varies from year to
year, but it’s usually be-
tween $4,000 and $7,000.

“Each team is matched
up against another team, but
every team is also compet-
ing against all other teams,”
Rekoske said. “There are
also bucket raffles and the
paddle wheel, which is
where a lot of the money
comes from.”

There are cash prizes for
top scoring teams.

“My team has never
won anything in our lives,”
Rekoske said. “That’s why
this year we changed it up,
and we had prizes for the
seventh- and 12th-place
teams, too. That way you
don’t have to be the best to
win.”

Proceeds from the bowl-
ing event are used for train-
ing, equipment and veteri-
narian care for the dogs.

“Village Vet donates a lot
of care, but we do pay them
for some services,” Rekoske
said. “I was a K-9 handler
for 14 years, so this is my
way to raise funds and give
back.”

The event is run by the
nonprofit SOS K-9 (Sup-
porters of Shawano K-9),
which exists solely to raise
funds for the program. A
golf outing in August each

year raises funds that are
set aside for when it comes
time to purchase a new dog.
“SOS K-9 started 18 or
19 years ago,” Rekoske said.
“It’s an independent group.
When we have bills to be
paid, we turn them over
to them, and they write a
check either to the depart-
ment if the department paid
for it or to the handler if
they have a receipt.”
Rekoske said the
designated weekends
for the bowling and golf
fundraisers have pretty
much stayed the same.
That allows people to plan
on attending and partici-
pating each year without
having to worry about
checking and juggling their
schedules.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com
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CHIEFS' 3-PEAT OR EAGLES' REVENGE?

Super Bowl LIX
teams playing at the
top of their games

BY JACOB
WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

For the second time in
three years, the Philadel-
phia Eagles and Kansas
City Chiefs will meet in
the Super Bowl.

The Chiefs are playing
in hopes of capturing their
consecutive NFL title. The
Eagles are looking for a bit
of revenge from two years
ago.

What will it take for
either team to lift the
Lombardi Trophy after
the game?

Chiefs’ offense vs.
Eagles’ defense

The Eagles’ defense
helped lead them to the
Super Bowl during the
2022 season. Their pass
rush was vicious, as they
set the team record for
sacks that year.

The current team is not
as good as they were two
years ago, but Philadel-
phia’s pass rush is still a
weapon for them with Vic
Fangio at the controls.

Josh Sweat is their
leading man with eight
sacks on the year. Nolan
Smith has had a sack in
each of the first three

playoff games, including
two against Green Bay in
the Wild Card round.

The interior of Phila-
delphia’s pass rush is
where the money is made.
Milton Williams has had a
breakout season, and Jalen
Carter might be the best
defensive tackle in all of
football.

In the secondary,
general manager Howie
Roseman was active in ad-
dressing a weakness and
turning it into a legitimate
strength.

Quinyon Mitchell was
a first-round pick and has
emerged as the team’s best
cornerback.

Across from him is
Darius Slay, who has been
excellent in a complemen-
tary role this season.

Cooper DeJean has
been excellent as a
nickelback and had a big
pass breakup early in
the team’s NFC cham-
pionship win over the
Commanders.

Perhaps the biggest
change the Eagles made
on defense was at defen-
sive coordinator.

MATCHUP,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

The Chiefs are aiming to make NFL history by winning three straight Super Bowls. Patrick Mahomes, Andy Reid and Travis Kelce led lastyear's Chiefs offense
to the first back-to-back Super Bowl championships since the 2003-04 New England Patriots. The last time the Packers played the Chiefs was in 2023 at

Lambeau Field.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

A tough match for the Packers in this year'sWild Card glayoff game end the Eagles’ potent trio of quarterback Jalen Hurts and running back Saquon Barkley,
both behind one of the best offensive lines in the NFL.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

BY JACOB
WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

If you’ve been follow-
ing the Green Bay Packers
since the 1990s, all you’ve
known is great quarterback
play.

Brett Favre took the
reins in 1992. Aaron Rodg-
ers took over for him in
2008. Jordan Love looks to
be continuing the lineage
with two good seasons
after taking over for
Rodgers.

The three quarterbacks
have combined for seven
MVP awards, three Super
Bowl appearances and two
championships.

Matt LaFleur was tasked
with adding a second

When will the Pack be back?

Can LaFleur and the front office get Green Bay into the Super Bowl?

Packers head coach Matt LaFleur and general manager Brian Gutekunst talk

prior to this year's Wild Card playoff game in Philadelphia.

championship to Rodgers’
resume, while also getting
Love ready to play when
his time came.

LaFleur succeeded at
one of those missions.
Love has exceeded expec-
tations, including a big
second half of his debut

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

season as a starter.

Despite the overall ex-
cellence of LaFleur in the
regular season, it has not
translated to postseason
success.

LaFleur has coached in
two conference champi-
onship games and earned

the number one seed in
the NFC playoffs twice
but flamed out at home on
both occasions.

Overall, LaFleur’s play-
off record is 3-5, including
this year’s 22-10 loss to the
Philadelphia Eagles in the
Wild Card round.

The disappointment
from being one-and-done
in the playoffs came on
the heels of a year where
expectations were high.

The year 2023 was a bit
of a free roll in a city called
Titletown. The Packers
had no expectations, so
they exceeded them.

Making the playoffs was
simply good enough in
2023. Anything from there

WHEN, CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

2024 YEAR IN REVIEW

Standout tight end Tucker Kraft celebrates a reception during the Pack-
ers' final regular season game against the Bears. Some of the best photos

taken by Green & Gold's Greg Mellis are featured on Pages 10-11.
GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS



PAGE 2 * GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS * www.newmedia-wi.com * FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2025




GREEN &

EXPRESS

WWW.NEWMEDIA-WI.COM

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2025 = PAGE 3

The Packers faced a lot of challenges, mistakes, penalties and losses in 2024. At left, coach Matt LaFleur jaws with refs during Week 3 against the Titans. Second from left, Christian Watson misses a perfect
50-yard dart from Jordan Love against the 49ers. Second from right, referees gather multiple flags during the Packers' second loss to the Lions. At right, Love finished the season banged, battered and

bruised losing twice to the Eagles.

Injuries play major
factor in regression

BY LUKE REIMER
Green & Gold Expres

After quarterback
Jordan Love got hot to end
the 2023-24 season, many
within the NFL sphere pre-
dicted Green Bay to be one
of the highest-powered
offenses this past year.

With Christian Watson,
Romeo Doubs and Jayden
Reed at his disposal, Love
finished the 2023 season
with 32 touchdown passes
in his first season as a
starter; it seemed like he
and the Packers’ passing
offense as whole were just
scratching the surface of
what fans could see in
2024. Add into the equa-
tion that head coach Matt
LaFleur continues to be
thought of as one of the
best offensive play-callers
in the NFL and that Green
Bay replaced Aaron Jones
with Josh Jacobs. It looked
like the Packers were the
team to beat in the NFC
this season.

In Green Bay’s first
game in 2024, it looked
like the offense had not
skipped a beat. Against one
of the best defenses in the
NFL in Philadelphia, Love
completed 17-o0f-34 passes
for 260 yards and two
touchdowns. That was be-
fore Love went down with

a leg injury. After Love
went down, it became
obvious that the Packers’
philosophy changed, as it
became more run-heavy
than many would have
thought.

With Malik Willis under
center, Green Bay immedi-
ately found a two-headed
rushing attack, partnered
with Jacobs. Together, the
duo led a two-game stretch
of 449 combined rushing
yards against the Indianap-
olis Colts and the Tennes-
see Titans in back-to-back
games.

While Love did eventu-
ally come back, these two
games foreshadowed what
the offense came to be this
season. On the season,
Green Bay ranked fifth
in the league with 2,496
rushing yards. On top of
that, the team finished with
23 rushing touchdowns,
which again ranked fifth in
the entire league.

So while the rushing
game was certainly the
strength of the offense,
one has to wonder why
the passing game was not
able to make that next
step. While injuries to
Love probably delayed the
continued progression of
the offense, it seemed that

OFFENSE, CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Malik Willis joined the Packers following the 2024 preseason. Willis was the
starting quarterback, leading the Packers victories in Weeks 2 and 3 follow-
ing Jordan Love's Week 1 injury in Brazil.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Rushing, passing games can't find rhythm

Above, The 2024 passing game led
by Jordan Love did not have the con-
sistency needed to beat elite teams
throughout the season. Leonard
Floyd rattled Love during the Pack-
ers late season victory against the
49ers. At left, Christian Watson
ended his 2024 season with a knee
injury in the final game of the sea-
son against the Bears.The injury
(torn ACL) will delay Watson's start

of the 2025 season.
GREG MELLIS |
GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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Josh Jacobs was a big splash free agent signing in 2024, and he delivered for the Packers. He carried the ball 301 times in the regular season for 1,329 yards and a 4.4 average. Jacobs' longest rush was for 38 yards, which
he did Oct. 27 at Jacksonville. He also caught 36 balls for 342 yards, a 9.5 yard average. He had one touchdown, and his longest catch was for 49 yards Nov. 28 against Miami GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

DRIVING WITH A PASSION

JacoBs' RUNNING, PassING YARDS Keep OrreNsE MovING FORWARD




PAGE 6 * GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS = www.newmedia-wi.com * FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2025

Celebrating their third straight fumble recovery against the Cardinals, the 2024 defense forced 31 takeaways and ranked fourth in the NFL, an improvement from 2023's 18 takeaways and 23rd ranking.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Defense impresses in first year with Hafley

By LUKE REIMER
Green & Gold Expres

While Jordan Love and
the development of the
young offense was the ma-
jor story surrounding the
Green Bay Packers com-
ing into the season, one
underrated addition to the
team was new defensive
coordinator Jeff Hafley.

With Hafley man-
ning the defense, fans
and sportswriters alike
instantly saw a shift in the
overall philosophy and
scheme, as Green Bay sent
a lot more pressure than
anyone was accustomed
to seeing.

The first stat that really
pops out when reviewing
Green Bay’s defensive sea-
son is that it blitzed at the
third-highest percentage
in the NFL this year. That,
in turn, ranked the team
as eighth in sacks across
the league with 45. On top
of that, it was not just one
player who was racking
up all of the sacks; it was a
team effort.

Rashan Gary led the
team in sacks with 57.5,
but 13 players came away
with at least one sack.

That constant pres-
sure and threat of sacks
also played a major role
in Green Bay’s ability
to force turnovers this
past season. The Pack-
ers finished 2024 with 31
turnovers, which ranked
third in the NFL. With 14
fumble recoveries and 17
interceptions, the philoso-
phy of sending pressure
early and often more than
paid off.

One major benefactor
and, in turn, catalyst of the
defense was the addition

Jeff Hafley's first season as de-
fensive coordinator was highlight-
ed with improved defensive statis-

ticsacross theboard.
GREG MELLIS |
GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

of defensive back Xavier
McKinney. McKinney
anchored a strong pass
defense, leading the team
in interceptions with eight
and finishing second in the
NFL, only behind Detroit’s
Kerby Joseph.

“I thought there was
an incredible amount of
growth, to be honest with
you, in terms of maybe a
vision of what we wanted
to do and where we went
to,” said LaFleur, on Haf-
ley’s first season coaching
the defense. “You make
the necessary adjustments
and you put your guys in
position, and then ulti-
mately, those guys have to
go out there and execute.”

On top of McKinney,
Green Bay saw a break-
out season from rookie
Edgerrin Cooper when
Quay Walker went down
with an injury late in the
season. Over the final
three games of the season,

Cooper totaled 17 tackles.

More than just his perfor-
mance when Walker went
down, Cooper proved that
he can lead the defense in
play calling.

There is still room for
improvement though, as
Gary and Lukas Van Ness
did not exactly take the
next step in becoming the
great pass rushing duo in
the NFL. Along with that,
Kenny Clark also was
not as effective as he was
probably needed to be,
especially against the run-
heavy teams that Green
Bay lost to — including
the Philadelphia Eagles,
Minnesota Vikings and
Detroit Lions.

In what seemed to be
a developmental year for
the defense coming into
the season, it is fair to say
that it more than im-
pressed, even with injuries
to star players like Jaire
Alexander. On the season,
Green Bay ranked sixth in
the NFL in points given up
this season, allowing 20
points per game to oppos-
ing teams.

While again, it was the
offense that was supposed
to make the jump this
season, it turned into the
defense really becoming
the strong part of the sea-
son. Given the likely addi-
tions to the pass rushing
and defensive backs units,
there should be high ex-
pectations for the defense
going into next season.
Based off this past season,
that should be very excit-
ing for Packers fans.

“I thought Hafley did
an outstanding job,” LaF-
leur said. “And it is not
just Hafley; it is our entire
defensive staff.”

Above, free agent acquisition Xavier McKinny earned his first All-Pro and Pro Bowl honors for 2024. Here he cel-
ebrates an interception with Keisean Nixon in Jacksonville. Below, Edgerrin Copper pressures Bears rookie Caleb

Williams during the season finale in Green Bay.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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OFFENSE,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

injuries to Doubs and son did not
help the cause. With the injury
concerns after the last two seasons
and the overall lack of star play,
could adding a playmaker be in the
cards for the offseason? Maybe,
but as it stands, LaFleur still likes
the group of pass catchers around
Love.

“I think that our collection of
receivers is pretty darn good,” said
LaFleur. “I think that we have six
guys that we can definitely lean
on. I love the group; I think that
they work their tails off. I do think
that there is a lot more out there
for them. We have to be a lot more
consistent. We have to make sure
that when given those opportu-
nities, we come down with that
football.”

Whether it is bringing in a vet-
eran or supplementing the receiver
room in the upcoming draft, one
thing is certain - the passing game
as a whole needs to be better for
Green Bay’s offense to really be
thought of as one of the better
units in the league.

While the stats may be a little
misguided due to the injuries
surrounding the team, Green Bay
finished 16th in the NFL in passing
yards with 3,939. When looking at
2023, the team finished with 4,210
passing yards, good for 14th in the
NFL.

While those numbers do look
good, one thing stands out: As a
whole, the passing offense did not
get better this past season. Did a
strong rushing attack have an im-
pact on that? Of course. But again,
with such high expectations on
where Love and the group of pass
catchers should have been this sea-
son, the passing attack and prob-
ably the offense as a whole can be
seen as tad disappointing.

Jordan Love scrambled when he had, but it sometimes appeared as if he was running more than necessary. The Packers’ inconsistent offense hurt the team down the stretch.

Green Bay backup quarterback enjoyed a little revenge against his former team, the Titans, when he led the Packers

to a win over Tennessee.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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Backup quarterback Malik Willis Willis ran for a touchdown and threw for a score, leading the Packers to a 30-14 rout of the Tennessee Titans. Willis not only won his second straight start subbing forJordan Love, he got revenge against the

team that traded him to Green Bay. Willis accounted for 134 of the Packers’ 137 yards in the first quarter. He finished with 202 yards passing and 73 rushing.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Willis helped save Packers season
0-3 could have been much to overcome for Green Bay

By JACOB
WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

A backup quarterback
is like a good lawyer. You
never know that you need
one until you really need
one.

The Green Bay Packers
have neglected the backup
quarterback position over
the years.

If it was not a first
round pick like Aaron
Rodgers or Jordan Love,
chances are that the
backup was a journeyman
or a late round draft pick
the Packers were hoping
to develop.

Occasionally that
worked with someone
like Matt Flynn, but more
often than not the backup
situation has been a point

of contention.

Brian Gutekunst ne-
glected the position a sea-
son ago with Jordan Love
taking over as the team’s
starting quarterback.

Sean Clifford was the
team’s backup. A fifth-
round pick that was a
rookie.

Clifford never had to
play as Love was able to
start all 17 games in his
“rookie” season.

Michael Pratt was
added in the draft last
offseason to compete with
Clifford for the backup
role.

Both Clifford and Pratt
were lackluster in the
preseason, which led to
Gutekunst making a trade
as training camp ended.

He traded a seventh-
round pick to the Ten-

nessee Titans for Malik
Willis.

Willis did not have
much time to get acclimat-
ed. He was on the team for
less than a month when
Love went down with a
knee injury that would im-
pact the next two games.

Willis was asked to
help save the season of
a team that had already
fallen to 0-1 on the year.

Backup quarterbacks
are hoping to keep teams
afloat when they are asked
to play.

Losing is not unexpect-
ed. Backups are, in fact,
backups for a reason.

Willis could not afford
to lose the games he was
asked to play.

An 0-2 start would
put the Packers in a large
amount of trouble, and

0-3 could end the season
before it even began.

Instead, Willis was effi-
cient, confident and calm.

Those are not words
used to describe him dur-
ing his time in Tennessee.

Sometimes a situa-
tion is what makes all the
difference for a young
quarterback.

Willis’ first start as a
Packer was a 16-10 vic-
tory over the Indianapolis
Colts.

Willis was asked to
make two big plays in
the passing game, and he
made them.

The following week in
his revenge game against
his former team, he did
more against the Titans, as
the Packers won in a rout.

“I just cannot articu-
late the job that he’s done

in this short period of
time,” LaFleur said after
the game. “People can’t
fathom it. I promise you,
you guys don’t get it. I
know you think yougot it,
but you don’t get it. What
he’s been able to do, I've
never seen something like
this.

“Hats off to him, hats
off to everybody around
him, guys rallying, hav-
ing his back. I think Tom
Clements does a great job.
And I'd be remiss to say
Connor Lewis and Sean
Mannion, just the help
they’ve given him, the
support. Jordan Love has
been instrumental, as well,
giving him the tips and
hanging right by his side
and helping him out all
along the way.”

Willis would win a

third game against the
Jacksonville Jaguars with
a big throw late to Jayden
Reed to set up a game-
winning field goal.

Willis would play most
of the season finale against
the Chicago Bears, and
helped lead a go-ahead
drive for a field goal be-
fore the Bears orchestrat-
ed a game-winning drive
of their own.

Getting the Packers to
3-1in the four games he
was asked to play had to
be more than what the
Packers ever could have
hoped for.

The Packers will have
Willis under contract for
the 2025 season and would
be wise to keep him,
because you never know
when you’ll need a good
backup quarterback.
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Linebacker Edgerrin Cooper (56) and teammates celebrate Dec. 15 in the Packers' 30-13 win at Seattle. Cooper picked up his first and only interception of the season that day. He was also credited with six solo tackles, one
assist and one sack. In his 2024 rookie season, Cooper had 57 solo tackles, 30 assisted tackles, 3 1/2 sacks, a forced fumble and a funble recovery. GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

ROOKIE SENSATION

CooPer Makes A NAME For HiMSELF IN FIRST SEAsON
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Josh Jacobs' bruising running style helped lead the Packers in each of their 11 victories in 2024.
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Week 2, Colts, 16-10 Week 3, Titans, 30-14 Week 5, Rams, 24-19

Week 6, Cardinals, 34-13

Week 7, Texans, 24-22 Week 8, Jacksonville, 30-27

Week 11, Bears, 20-19 Week 12, 49ers, 38-10

Week 13, Dolphins, 30-17

Week 15, Seahawks, 30-13

Strip sack, fumble and recovery

Week 16, Saints, 34-0

2024 Year in Review

Alegup

For the second straight year, the Packers played and won Thanksgiving Day. NBC celebrated the victory with turkey legs, a tradition started by legendary

broadcaster John Madden.

Turnovers

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

The Packers had three straight turnovers in the second half against the Arizona Cardinals in Week 6.Rookie Evan Williams forces a fumble against Cardinals’

receiver Greg Dortch. Through six games, the Packers led the league with 17 turnovers.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Christian Watson's speed and athleticism were on display Week 3 against the Titans.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Rookie linebacker Edgerrin Copper forced a fumble against Jaguars' Trevor Lawrence in the fourth quarter. The Pack-
ers eeked out a 30-27 victory with a second straight last-second victory field goal.

High above

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

A 2024 standout player, Tucker Kraft pulls down a catch during the season finale against the Bears.

Incredible rookie season

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Rookie linebacker Edgerrin
Copper gets his first ca-
reer interception in Week
15 against Seattle. While
seeing limited action in his
rookie season (489 snaps),
he showed promise with 13

tackles for a loss.
GREG MELLIS |
GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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Green Bay punter Daniel Whelan boots the ball in one of his multiple field-changing punts against Houston in Week 7. In the regular season, he punted 56 times for a 46.1 yard average.

Consistency
lacking in
kicking,
receiving

By LUKE REIMER
Green & Gold Expres

While there certainly
have been other reasons
why Green Bay has seem-
ingly underperformed in
the playoffs throughout the
Aaron Rodgers era, one
thing certainly stood out -
special teams.

Those problems con-
tinued to persist in Jordan
Love’s first season as a
starter, as rookie kicker
Anders Carlson made 27
of 33 field goals on the sea-
son, including 34 of 39 ex-
tra points. On top of that,
Carlson struggled in the
kickoff game. He kicked off
86 times but was only able
to record 37 touchbacks,
coming out to a 43 touch-
back percentage.

Green Bay’s kicking unit
drastically improved in
2024 though as after an off-
season of questioning and
a few weeks of Brayden
Narveson, Green Bay
landed on Brandon McMa-
nus. McManus instantly
provided production for
the Packers, winning them
two games on last-second
field goals.

More than just the
game-winning kicks for
Green Bay’s special teams
was the kick defense. In a
tight game with Chicago

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Special teams provides mixed results in 2024

Green Bay's special teams had its ups and downs in 2024. Top left, special teams coordinator Rich took some heat this year but was re-signed on an extension
to keep him in Green Bay through the 2026 season. Top right are long snapper Matt Orzech, kicker Brandon McManus and punter Daniel Whelan. Bottom
left, Karl Brooks celebrates after blocking a last-second field goal attempt against Chicago. Bottom right, McManus reacts after missing a field goal attempt
against the Eagles in the Wild Card game.

on Nov. 17, the Bears lined
up for a game-winning
field goal. Packers defen-
sive lineman Karl Brooks
got an early push on the
Bears offensive line and
got his hand up to block
the Bears’ game-winning
attempt and win the game.
This was the first game in
a long time that Green Bay
recorded a win because
of its special teams, not in
spite of it.

In Rich Bisaccia’s third
season as Green Bay’s

special teams coordinator,
some aspects of the unit
improved, while oth-

ers continued to decline.
The aspects that declined
reared its head on the kick-
off coverage team. In 2024,
the Packers gave up the
third most kickoff yards at
1,323. While those kickoffs
yards were somewhat
masked by the Packers’
defense this season, giving
teams starting field posi-
tion beyond the 30-yard
line is a slippery slope

moving forward.

To add to the list of
problems with the special
teams unit, it seemed like
that part of Green Bay’s
game suffered a bit of a
collapse in the team’s Wild
Card matchup against the
Philadelphia Eagles. The
game immediately started
with a fumble on a kick
return from Keisean Nixon
that gave the Eagles prime
scoring position early in
the game. Later on in the
game, finding itself down

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

10-0, Green Bay had the
opportunity to cut the lead
to one score, but McManus
missed a 38-yard field goal.
“I think that the funda-
mental part of alignment,
assignment, key, tech-
nique, your eyes being in
the right place, to some
degree being fundamen-
tally sound in the things
that you are doing - it is
certainly not the time a
lot or trick-em type,” said
Bisaccia, on what the most
important thing about

special teams during the
playoffs is, when talking to
media before Green Bay’s
playoff game. “(It is) to
be fundamentally sound
and put yourself in the
right position at the right
time. You know, this time
of year you would really
like to stay away from the
penalties.”

Special teams in the
playoffs once again proved
to be the Achilles’ heel
for Green Bay as it looked
to advance to the Super
Bowl. Not that the team
lost because of the special
teams unit, but it just goes
to show how important
that unit is when making
a playoff push, especially
when those points that Bi-
saccia made aren’t coming
to fruition.

Even though those
problems presented them-
selves throughout the sea-
son, Bisaccia was re-signed
on an extension to keep
him in Green Bay through
the 2026 season.

With the continued
disappointment from
the special teams, many
teams probably would
have moved on from its
special teams coordinator,
re-signing Bisaccia was
probably the right decision
for Green Bay, just based
on his leadership capabili-
ties. Overall, it is hard to
give the Packers special
teams anything better than
a B- grade on the season,
because while there were
some good aspects, there
are a lot that need to
continue to improve if the
Packers want to get back
to the Super Bowl.
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Kicker Brandon McManus was the hero in his first game with Green Bay. Signed after Week 6 to replace rookie
Brayden Narveson, McManus made a 45-yard field goal as time expired to give Green Bay a24-22 win over Houston

in Week 7.

Packers

BY LUKE REIMER
Green & Gold Expres

After a season with
inconsistent play from the
kicking position, Green
Bay went the route of
bringing in competition in
the offseason to secure the
kicker position. That came
in the form of signing
Greg Joseph to compete
with Anders Carlson
throughout training camp.

That seemed to be
the biggest story of the
offseason, as the Packers
were supposed to be on
the precipice of winning
the Super Bowl. Bringing
in competition seemed
like the right move at the
time. It turned out that
Green Bay did not go ei-
ther way and signed out of
house, bringing in Brayden
Narveson, who was with
the Tennessee Titans
through the offseason.

When the Packers
brought in Narveson,
it seemed like the right
move, given that Carl-
son probably needed to
g0, just given the cir-
cumstances around his
inconsistent play from the
season before. In his time
in Green Bay, Narveson
wasn’t necessarily relied
on, as Green Bay’s early
season schedule was pret-
ty easy. Good thing that
Narveson did not need to
be relied upon, as his time

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

finally find kicker

in Green Bay was just as
tumultuous as Carlson’s.

Narveson converted 12
of 18 field goals. On top of
that, out of his 38 kickoffs,
he was able to kick just 18
for touchbacks. Seeing the
inconsistency in the kick-
ing game, Packers general
manager Brian Gutekunst
elected to sign Brandon
McManus.

The signing came as
a little bit of a surprise
given McManus’ history
of alleged sexual assault.
After the NFL declared
that there was insignifi-
cant evidence to support
the sexual assault claims,
McManus was listed as
free agent. After signing
with the Packers, the case
was marked as resolved
with no other information
provided.

McManus instantly
made an impact as he con-
verted two game-winning
field goals to push Green
Bay close to the top of the
NFC. On the season, Mc-
Manus converted 20-of-21
field goals, with a long of
55 yards. He also went per-
fect on extra points hitting
30 of 30 attempts.

Even though the kick-
ing game looked a lot
stronger this past season,
there were still some is-
sues when it came to when
snaps, as well as McMa-
nus’ distances. While 55
yards being a season long

is great, there seemed to
be some hesitation from
Matt LaFleur on kicking
long field goals.

The major question
surrounding McManus
now is if he comes back
next season. It seems
likely that he is a priority
for Gutekunst given the
stability he provided this
season.

“I had a good conversa-
tion with him before he
left and obviously you
guys saw how he solidified
that journey that we were
going on,” said Gutekunst,
on the possibility of re-
signing McManus. “I think
the thing that was so neat
about being around him
is not only his confidence,
but his ability to adjust,
no matter where we were
or what weather we had.
If we were able to get
Brandon back, I think cer-
tainly that would make me
feel very good about that
group.”

If it does not work
out where the Packers
have to look a differ-
ent way for kicker next
season, it seems likely that
Gutekunst goes the route
of signing another veteran
given the success from
what happened last sea-
son. With what Gutekunst
said though, it is probably
inevitable that McManus
kicks for the Packers again
next season.
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WHEN, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

had the Packers playing
with house money.

Beating the Dallas
Cowboys and taking the
top-seeded San Fran-
cisco 49ers to the brink of
elimination changed the
calculus.

The Packers were
thinking Super Bowl just
one year into a rebuild.

At times, the team
looked like they were hit-
ting their stride, but the
story of the season can be
told by three opponents -
the Detroit Lions, Minne-
sota Vikings and Philadel-
phia Eagles.

The Packers played
each team twice and lost
all six games to those two
teams.

Ultimately, a team is
going to need to beat good
teams to get into the Super
Bowl.

A troubling trend is
growing in opposition of
Matt LaFleur.

The ability to get his
team to play their best
football against the best
teams has not been a trait
they’ve possessed.

In 2019, they fell behind
against a vastly superior
San Francisco 49ers team
and were blown out.

Despite the overall excellence of Matt LaFleur and Brian Gutekunst in the regular season, it has not translated to postseason success. LaFleur has coached in two conference championship games and
earned the number one seed in the NFC playoffs twice but flamed out at home on both occasions. Overall, LaFleur's playoff record is 3-5, including this year's 2210 loss to the Philadelphia Eagles in

the Wild Card round.

They fell behind 28-10
to the Tampa Bay Buc-
caneers with a series of
uncharacteristic mistakes
and questionable coaching
decisions.

The 2021 team did the
same against the 49ers

before a blocked punt ulti-
mately sunk their season.

The Packers were not
better than this year’s
Eagles team that eliminat-
ed them in the postseason,
but they were expected to
be.

Instead, the final month
of the season sealed the
team’s fate.

Green Bay was trending
downward as the season
came to a close. That cul-
minated with a loss to the
Chicago Bears where LaF-

leur insisted the team was
attempting to gain some
momentum going into the
postseason, only to make
decisions that flew in the
face of that mission.

Josh Jacobs hardly
played. Kenny Clark was
in and out of the lineup.
Jordan Love started and
injured his elbow.

It was a bizarre series
of events. Ultimately,
Chicago won on a walk-off
field goal by Cairo Santos.

Once the season ended,
Tucker Kraft essentially
said that the team got
what was coming to them,
that they could feel their
struggles brewing.

The question is why?

Why did a young team
plateau and ultimately
decline as the season went
on? Why was LaFleur as
conservative as he was
throughout the season?

Aggression has been
rewarded in this postsea-
son. Andy Reid and Nick
Sirianni are two of the
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more aggressive coaches
in football, especially

on fourth down. They’ll
face off on Super Bowl on
Sunday.

LaFleur was one of the
most conservative in foot-
ball this season.

Perhaps that contro-
versial decision to kick a
field goal trailing by eight
against Tampa Bay in the
2020 NFC Championship
Game will be his lasting
legacy.

A good coach but not
aggressive enough to find
his way over the hump.

The 2025 season is a big
year for LaFleur and the
Packers.

In a city named Title-
town, there are no more
years without expecta-
tions. The Packers are
expected to win.

Brian Gutekunst said
himself it was time they
started competing for
championships.

That starts with the
man in charge, LaFleur.
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Xavier McKinney's eight interceptions was second best in the NFL in 2024. He began in Week 1 with an interception of Philadelphia’s Jalen Hurts at the Eagles’ 36-yard line that resulted in a Packers' field goal. Throughout

the season, he would record interceptions against Indianapolis, Tennessee, Minnesota, Los Angeles Rams, Jacksonville, San Francisco and Chicago. He also had a fumble recovery against the Rams.
EEEEEEEEE | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

AN INTERCEPTION NMACHINE

McKINNEY SpARks DerensIVE PLay WiTH EiGHT Picks DURING SEASON
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Punter Daniel Whelan

Kicker, Brandon McManus

D-Lineman T.J. Slaton

Safety Zayne Anderson

TE John FitzPatrick

Center Josh Myers

Running back A.J Dillion

Cornerback Corey Ballentine

Edge rusher Arron Mosby

Cornerback Eric Stokes

Linebacker Isaiah McDuffie

Linebacker Eric Wilson

Wide receiver Bo Melton

Running back Emanuel Wilson

Who will stay, and who will go?
Packers GM expected to go shopping in free agent market

By JACOB
WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

The Super Bowl is
upon us, and the Green
Bay Packers are not play-
ing in it.

The Packers were
eliminated shortly after
the playoffs began with a
22-10 loss at the hands of
the NFC champion Phila-
delphia Eagles.

Once the season was
over, all eyes turned to the
offseason.

The Packers did some
of their best work last off-
season. General Manager
Brian Gutekunst’s three
best moves came before
the regular season began.

Xavier McKinney and
Josh Jacobs were brought
in to solidify the back-
fields on both sides of the
ball.

Both players fit seam-
lessly into their roles and

were stars on offense and
defense.

The other big move
was a small trade for a
backup quarterback. Malik
Willis was one of the best
moves of the season in
general, winning three of
the four games he had to
play extended minutes in.

That doesn’t include a
draft class that included
Edgerrin Cooper and Evan
Williams.

With the offseason
upon us, the question now
is who is staying and who
is going?

The Packers had some
tough draft classes in 2020
and 2021. The only player
who is a slam dunk to be
on the roster in 2025 from
the 2020 draft class is
Jordan Love.

The 2021 class is the
group slated to be free
agents now.

The biggest free agent,
however, is someone who

was not in this draft class.

Kicker Brandon Mc-
Manus was another small
move made by Gutekunst
during the season, and he
paid off in a big way.

Replacing Mason
Crosby proved to be no
easy task. Anders Carlson
was given the leash of an
entire 2023 season before
being let go at the end of
training camp.

Greg Joseph was the
presumptive winner of the
offseason kicking competi-
tion, but that lasted all of
one day.

Brayden Narveson was
brought in and released
before Halloween.

McManus was
Gutekunst’s fourth crack
at attempting to replace
the franchise’s all-time
leading scorer.

As it turns out, the
fourth time was, in fact,
the charm.

McManus missed one

kick during the regular
season for Green Bay and
solidified the position.

He ended with a whim-
per, missing a 38-yard field
goal in Philadelphia, but
with the issues Green Bay
has had at that position,
they should be more than
eager to give McManus a
deal to stay in Green Bay.

“We would,” Gutekunst
said in his end-of-year
availability when asked if
the Packers want McMa-
nus back next year. “Had
a good conversation with
him before he left. Obvi-
ously, how he solidified
that journey (at kicker)
we were going on. He’s a
veteran guy.

The thing that was so
neat about being around
him was not only his
confidence but his ability
to adjust, no matter where
we were, what weather we
had.”

Apart from McManus,

there are not a lot of free
agents that represent pri-
orities to be brought back
to Green Bay.

Eric Stokes was the
team’s first-round pick
in 2021, but his career in
Green Bay appears to be
over. He played six snaps
in the final two games of
the year, despite being
healthy.

Stokes never found his
footing after a gruesome
leg injury suffered in his
sophomore campaign.

He was passed on the
depth chart by Keisean
Nixon and Carrington
Valentine.

A.]. Dillon is a popular
figure in Wisconsin but
unlikely to be brought
back to Green Bay after
a neck injury ended his
season.

The only free agents
other than McManus that
could be a priority is de-
fensive tackle T.J. Slaton

and center Josh Myers.

Myers was referred
to as a heart and soul
player by coach Matt
LaFleur during the season.
Gutekunst said he felt My-
ers had his best year.

He’s had more downs
than ups during his career,
but perhaps the Packers
will opt for stability at
their pivot position.

Slaton had his best
year as a Packer and was
the anchor of the team’s
run defense. How much is
that worth in free agency?
That remains to be seen,
but the Packers could
certainly look to keep him
in the fold. They don’t re-
ally have a two-down run
defender on their defen-
sive line, which is where
Slaton excels.

Overall, the lack of
options in house make it
likely that Gutekunst will
once again go shopping in
free agency this offseason.
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Second-year tight end Tucker Kraft, a graduate of South Dakota State, made the most of his opportunities when Luke Musgrave was injured in 2023 and 2024. In 2024, Kraft caught 50 passes for 707 yards and a 14.1-yard
average. He also caught seven touchdowns. Among his best performances were Sept. 29 against Minnesota and Nov. 28 against Miami when he caught six catches in each game, as well as oct. 6 at Los Angeles when he
caught four balls for 88 yards and two touchdowns against the Rams. GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

STARTER ROLE

KRAFT TAKES ADVANTAGE OF CHANCES To Become No. 1 TigHT END
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Tailgate Tour to

bring

The Green Bay Packers
announced plans for the
Packers Tailgate Tour, set
for April 8-12, which will
travel around Wisconsin
to visit with fans and thank
them in person for their
support.

The event will feature
current and alumni Pack-
ers players, with cur-
rent players Josh Jacobs,
Tucker Kraft and Lukas
Van Ness and alumni
players Ahman Green,
Jermichael Finley and
John Michels scheduled to
board the bus, along with
Packers President/CEO
Mark Murphy.

The tailgate tour will
stop in Milwaukee on
April 8, Madison on April
9, La Crosse on April 10
and Wausau on April 11 be-
fore wrapping up in Green
Bay on April 12, with a
variety of surprise and
planned visits to be held in
each area.

The fan-favorite
tailgate tour will appear
at nonprofit fundraising
events each day and will
stop along the route at
schools, hospitals, busi-
nesses, retirement homes
and community centers
to present donations and
giveaway items and visit
with fans of all ages. To al-

low for further opportuni-
ties for players and alumni
to interact with as many
fans as possible while rais-
ing money for the nonprof-
its, fans should note that
there will once again be no
formal autograph sessions.

The tour will be stop-
ping by these public
events, which are avail-
able for ticketed guests to
attend:

e Professional Fire
Fighters of Wisconsin
Charitable Foundation
will host a fundraising
event at the Baird Center
in Milwaukee on April 8,
from 6-10 p.m. Doors will
open at 5 p.m. A total of
1,000 tickets will be sold
at $75 per person. Tickets
can be purchased online at
gbpackertour.givesmart.
com.

e Dairyland Sports will
host a fundraising event
at the Garver Feed Mill in
Madison on April 9, from
6-9 p.m. Doors will open
at 5 p.m. Tickets for the
event are $75 per person,
with 300 available in
total. To purchase tickets,
visit dairylandsports.org/
packertailgate.

e Hunger Task Force of
La Crosse will host a fun-
draising event at Stoney
Creek Hotel in Onalaska

team to fans

on April 10, from 6-8 p.m.
Doors will open at 5 p.m. A
total of 325 general admis-
sion tickets are available at
$75 per person and can be
purchased at lacrossehtf.
org.

e Patriot K9s of Wiscon-
sin will host a fundraising
event at the Crystal Train-
ing Institute in Mosinee on
April 11, from 6-9:30 p.m.
Doors will open at 5 p.m.
A total of 1,000 tickets will
be sold at $75 per person.
To purchase tickets, visit
patriotk9s.ejoinme.org/
packerstailgatetours.

¢ Children’s Wisconsin
will host a fundraising
event at the EPIC Event
Center in Ashwaubenon
on April 12, from 1-2:30
p-m. Doors will open at
11 a.m. Tickets are $75
per adult and $25 per
child, limited to the first
500 fans. Tickets can
be purchased online at
support.childrenswi.org/
packerstailgate.

The tour will take
place aboard a custom-
ized Green Bay Packers-
themed motor coach. In
addition to stopping in the
designated locations and
cities, tour celebrities will
make surprise stops along
the way as the schedule
allows.

Top, New Orleans quarterback Spencer Rattler spent a lot of time on the ground, staring up at Green Bay's defense
in the Packers' 34-0 shutout. Defensive coordinator Jeff Hafley's unit held New Orleans to just 196 total yards while

Rattler turned over the ball twice off a strip-sack and interception.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

The Packers' season may have ended in Philadelphia, but there is no lack of love and support from the fans. Upcom-
ing The fan-favorite tailgate tour will appear at nonprofit fundraising events each day and will stop along the route
at schools, hospitals, businesses, retirement homes and community centers to present donations and giveaway

items and visit with fans of all ages.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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MATCHUP, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

For the second time in
three years, the Philadel-
phia Eagles and Kansas
City Chiefs will meet in
the Super Bowl.

The Chiefs are playing
in hopes of capturing their
consecutive NFL title. The
Eagles are looking for a bit
of revenge from two years
ago.
What will it take for
either team to lift the
Lombardi Trophy after the
game?

Chiefs’ offense vs.
Eagles’ defense

The Eagles’ defense
helped lead them to the
Super Bowl during the
2022 season. Their pass
rush was vicious, as they
set the team record for
sacks that year.

The current team is not
as good as they were two
years ago, but Philadel-
phia’s pass rush is still a
weapon for them with Vic
Fangio at the controls.

Josh Sweat is their lead-
ing man with eight sacks
on the year. Nolan Smith
has had a sack in each
of the first three playoff
games, including two
against Green Bay in the
Wild Card round.

The interior of Phila-
delphia’s pass rush is
where the money is made.
Milton Williams has had a
breakout season, and Jalen
Carter might be the best
defensive tackle in all of
football.

In the secondary,
general manager Howie
Roseman was active in
addressing a weakness and
turning it into a legitimate
strength.

Quinyon Mitchell was
a first-round pick and has
emerged as the team’s best
cornerback.

Across from him is
Darius Slay, who has been
excellent in a complemen-
tary role this season.

Cooper DeJean has
been excellent as a nick-
elback and had a big pass
breakup early in the team’s
NFC championship win
over the Commanders.

Perhaps the biggest
change the Eagles made on
defense was at defensive
coordinator.

Jonathan Gannon left
the Eagles after their Super
Bowl appearance to be the
head coach of the Arizona
Cardinals.

The Eagles replaced
him with Sean Desai, who
was eventually replaced
by Matt Patricia during the
season.

Neither of those op-
tions worked well, and the
Eagles hired former Pack-
ers’ nemesis, Vic Fangio.

Fangio facing off against
Patrick Mahomes and
Andy Reid is one of the
better matchups in the
Super Bowl.

On the other side of the
field, it’s familiar territory
at this point.

Mahomes and the Kan-
sas City Chiefs are back in
the Super Bowl for the fifth
time in six years.

This time around,
they’re playing for history.
No team in the Super Bowl
era has won three consecu-
tive Super Bowls.

Others have come close,
but none have accom-
plished it.

Mahomes is also play-
ing for legacy purposes.

A win in this Super Bowl
would be his fourth cham-
pionship, tying him with
Terry Bradshaw and Joe
Montana for second among
quarterbacks behind only
Tom Brady.

This Chiefs’ offense is
solid, if unspectacular.

It’s not like the days
where Tyreek Hill ran
deep through the second-
ary or Travis Kelce made
one big play after another.

They’re methodical,
and they execute. In fact,
they’re similar to the New
England Patriots of old in
that they are chasing indi-
vidual and team legacies.

Kelce is still around
and is the team’s leading
receiver.

Xavier Worthy and
Marquise “Hollywood”
Brown are their two best
receivers and give juice to
the passing game for plays
down the field.

JuJu Smith-Schuster is
a potential red zone target,
while their ground game is

1 Xavier Worthy................ WR
2 Joshua Williams............. CB
5 Hollywood Brown......... WR
6 Bryan Cook
7
8

Harrison Butker................. K

DeAndre Hopkins......... WR
9  JuJu Smith-Schuster....WR
10 Isiah Pacheco.................. RB
1 Carson Wentz
13 Nazeeh Johnson...
14 Matt Araiza......cccceeveeenee
15 Patrick Mahomes.......... QB
20 Justin Reid

21 Jaden Hicks.....ccccovuenee DB
22 Trent McDuffie.............. CB
23 Drue Tranquill................. LB
27 Chamarri Conner.......... DB
29 Kareem Hunt................. RB

KANSAS CITY
CHIEFS

30 Chris Roland-Wallace..CB
32
34
35
39
41
42
44 Cam Jones.....ovevevereennne
51 Mike Danna.......ccceeevrenene
52 Creed Humphrey.
54 Leo Chenal....ccoovvverrennee.
55 Joshua Uche.......ccc.c.....
56 George Karlaftis.. .
60 Hunter Nourzad............
61 C.J.Hanson
62 Joe Thuney
64 Wanya Morris...............

65 Trey Smith....cccevvcccinnn

66 Mike Caliendo............... oL
69 Mlke Pennel.....
70 D.J. Humphries....

74 Jawaan Taylor.....cceeeuens T
75 Ethan Driskell................ oT
76 Kingsley Suamataia......... T
81 Nikko Remigio............... WR
83 Noah Gray......ccoovveererrenees TE
84 Justin Watson.............. WR
87 Travis Kelce......ouvrvennees TE

88 Peyton Hendershot......TE
90 Charles Omenihu......... DE

91 Derrick Nnadi......ceuue. DT
94 Malik Herring................ DE
95 Chris Jones......cccuveennee DT
97 Felxi Anudike-
Uzomah......ocoeeevveveennne DE

98 Tershawn Wharton.....DT

PHILADELPHIA
EAGLES

0 Bryce Huffu.veirrine DE
1 Jalen Hurts.....ocoeevevevennene QB
2 Darius Slay Jr...cveneene. CB
3 Nolan Smith Jr... .OLB
4 Jake Elliott.....ccovevververennee. K
6 DeVonta Smith.............. WR
7 Kenny Pickett.......c.co.c.... QB
8 C.J. Gardner-Johnson.......S
10 Braden Mann........ccceeeueueee P
M AJ. Brown......ceveeenne WR
14 Kenneth Gainwell.......... RB
16 Tanner McKee................ QB
19 Josh Sweat............ ...OLB
21 Sydney Brown........cccueveuee S
22 Kelee RiNgo.....coeverivenee CB
23 Eli Ricks..ovvrveeceennen. CB

26 Saquon Barkley............
27 Quinyon Mitchell............ CB

28 Will Shipley.....cccouviuunnne
29 Avonte Maddox.............
32 Reed Blankenship....
33 Cooper DelJean .
34 lsaiah Rodgers...............
36 Tristin McCollum.............
38 Lewis Cine..ovevevveveennen
42 Oren Burks....
49 Rick Lovato.......
51 Cam Jurgens.
53 Zack Braun......cceevenenen.
54  Jeremiah Trotter Jr........ LB
56 Tyler Steen......ccoeeuneene (o]
58 Jalyx Hunt
59 Thomas Booker IV........ DT
61 Nick Gates......covveeernnens oL
64 Brett Toth
65 Lane Johnson..........cu..... T

68 Jordan Mailata................. T
69 Landon Dickerson.........
72 Darian Kinnard......... .
74  Fred Johnson........

77 Mekhi Becton.......

79 Trevor Keegan......

80 Parris Campbell..
81 Grant Calcaterra............
82 Ainias Smith.........

83 Jahan Dotson...
84 E.J. Jenkins.......
88 Dallas Goedert....
89 Johnny Wilson.....

90 Jordan Davis........

93 Milton Williams............
97 Moro Ojomo.....
98 Jalen Carter......

Patrick Mahomes is also playing for legacy purposes. A win in this Super Bowl would be his fourth championship,
tying him with Terry Bradshaw and Joe Montana for second among quarterbacks behind only Tom Brady.

led by Isaiah Pacheco and
old friend Kareem Hunt.

Ultimately, the Chiefs’
offense remains dangerous
because of the two men
that are at the controls.
Reid and Mahomes.

Chiefs’ defense vs.
Eagles’ offense

Philadelphia’s offense is
led by Jalen Hurts. Hurts
had a down year last year
after a near MVP season
in 2022. He’s had a better
season in the 2024 regular
season and had not played
after the first quarter of
a late December game
against Washington thanks
to a concussion.

After some subpar play
in the first two games of
the postseason, Hurts lit
up the Washington Com-
manders for four touch-
downs in a 55-23 romp
over their division rival.

AJ Brown and Devonta
Smith combine for one of
the best receiver combi-
nations in all of football.
Dallas Goedart has had a
big postseason and was
the leading receiver in the
NFC Championship Game.

The big addition to the
Eagles’ offense this off-
season was running back
Saquon Barkley.

Barkley’s talent alone
was tantalizing in this
offense, but he has run all
over any opposing defense
that has been in his way
this year.

Barkley ran for more
than 2,000 yards on the
season and may have
broken the rushing record
for a single season had he
played in the season finale.

Barkley scored three
touchdowns in the NFC
title game, including two
on his first two carries of
the game.

He is the most impor-
tant player on the Eagles’
offense, which is unheard
of in the modern NFL.

The offensive line
remains relatively intact,
but they did struggle with
health in their most recent
game.

Cam Jurgens was active
but only was going to be
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Jalen Hurts and the Philadelphia Eagles beat the Packers twice this year on

their way to the Super Bowl.

asked to play in an emer-
gency situation. That situ-
ation arose when Landon
Dickerson exited the game
with a knee injury.

With the layoff, both
players should be able to
play.

Special teams

Philadelphia’s special
teams has enjoyed a big
postseason. They forced
a fumble in two of their
three playoff games and
recovered both of them.
Both fumble recoveries
led to touchdowns in the
Wild Card and Conference
Championship rounds.

Will Shipley is likely
to be the kickoff returner
if Kenneth Gainwell is
unable to play due to an
injury suffered in the NFC
Championship Game.

The big question mark
for the Eagles is at kicker.
Jake Elliott had been rock
solid for the duration
of his career, until this
season.

He struggled during the
regular season and missed
the first postseason field
goal of his career in the
conference championship
game.

He’s 1-for-8 on the year
in kicks that are longer
than 50 yards.

In a game where points
are going to be at a pre-
mium, the Eagles cannot
afford to give points away

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

in the kicking game.

Their punt return team
will need to be shaken up
as well, after getting hit up
for a fake punt in their pre-
vious game.

Overall, the Eagles’
special teams is solid if un-
spectacular. The goal here
will just to be sure that the
kicker makes his kicks.

The Chiefs’ special
teams had a big night
against the Buffalo Bills in
the conference champion-
ship round.

Nikko Remigio had a
nice night that included a
41-yard punt return.

Harrison Butker has not
been as good this year as
he’s been in recent years
but has been nails in the
postseason.

In a game of this magni-
tude, the kicking game can
be a deciding factor.

Something else that
plays into special teams is
how aggressive both teams
are on fourth down.

The Eagles and Chiefs
both were in the top four
of conversions on fourth
downs during the season.

A failed fourth-down
conversion is similar to
a turnover in these big
games. Whatever team is
better in situational foot-
ball could be the one that
is raising the Lombardi
Trophy at the end of the
night.
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