
BY WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

All three cities in Oconto County will 
go into their annual organizational meet-
ings on April 16 with new mayors.

Incumbent mayors 
Brad Rice in Oconto 
Falls and John Pa-
netti in Oconto were 
upended in the April 2 
election, and Jona-
than Blaskowski was 
unopposed in his bid 
to succeed former 
mayor Josh McCarthy 
in Gillett.

• Rice was denied a 
seventh two-year term in the April 2 elec-
tion, outpolled by Clint Braun, co-owner 
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Crews from Meade Electric assemble erect new power poles along County Road A on the outskirts of the Village of Lena on April 4.W� WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

A photo posted by Oconto Electric Cooperative shows a power pole snapped by high winds on April 2.
OCONTO ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Crews work to restore power
OEC reported 9,000 customers without electricity after snowstorm

BY WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

After the mild winter of 2023-24, the 
spring of 2024 started with three signifi-
cant snowfalls, and the third one caused 
so much damage that it took the better 
part of a week for the area to recover.

The wet, heavy snow that fell April 
2-3, accompanied by winds with gusts up 
to 50 mph, brought down trees and power 
poles — cutting electricity to thousands 
of Oconto Electric Cooperative (OEC), 
Wisconsin Public Service (WPS) and 
WE Energies customers across Oconto 
County.

OEC reported that 9,000 of its custom-
ers were without electricity as of 6 a.m. 
April 3, and a call went out for help from 
other cooperatives. A total of 20 linemen 
with eight bucket trucks and two diggers 
were dispatched from Eau Claire Energy 
Cooperative, Barron Electric Coopera-
tive, Clark Electric Cooperative, Jump 
River Electric Cooperative Inc., St. Croix 
Electric Cooperative and Dunn Energy 
Cooperative.

Four linemen from Adams-Columbia 
Electric Cooperative and two from Cen-
tral Wisconsin Electric Cooperative 

POWER, CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Gold medal Olympic snowboarder 
Nick Baumgartner is coming to Oconto 
Falls on April 15.

Baumgartner is scheduled to give a 
talk and answer questions during an ap-
pearance beginning at 6 p.m. at Oconto 
Falls Community Library, 251 N. Main St., 
Oconto Falls.

He also plans to read from and sign 
his book “Gold From Iron,” which will be 
available for sale for cash only. People 
can buy the book ahead of time to be 
signed.

Baumgartner competed in the 2010, 
2014, 2018 and 2022 Winter Olympics. He 
won his first Olympic gold at the age of 
40 in the 2022 Winter Olympics, when 
he and teammate Lindsey Jacobellis won 
the inaugural Olympic mixed snowboard 
cross race.

Published earlier this year, “Gold From 
Iron” is described as a “candid and affable 
memoir” that tells the story of Baumgart-
ner’s journey from growing up in Iron 
River, Michigan, to the Olympic podium 
in Beijing.

Gold medalist 
to speak at library

New mayors 
ready to get 

started
Oconto Falls, Gillett 

and Oconto see 
changes at the top 

after April 2 election

CLINT BRAUN



Decision near on 
consolidated library

joined the effort on April 
5, as well as the entire 
complement of OEC line 
workers.

With crews working 16 
hours a day, it took un-
til April 7 for OEC to be 
able to say they had fewer 
than 400 customers left to 
restore. The cooperative 
took to social media to post 
frequent updates on the 
recovery process, including 
a 14-minute video by line 
superintendent Joe Pardy 
explaining the process and 
what needed to be done.

Areas that were espe-
cially hard hit included 
the Town of Lena east of 
Belgium Road and north to 
Coleman; large portions of 
the Towns of Stiles, Little 
Suamico and Abrams; and 
the Town of Morgan and 
Krakow area. Customers in 
those areas found them-
selves waiting to have the 
power turned back on for 
four to six days.

On the evening of April 
7, Sheriff Todd Skarban 
reported that deputies and 
Emergency Management 
Director Jon Spice were 
providing traffic control for 
crews from OEC and WPS 
as they ran new lines across 
U.S. Highway 41-141 and 
Highway 41 to restore pow-
er to several subdivisions.

“The coordination is 
tricky, but the cooperation 
and teamwork between ev-
eryone has been excellent,” 
Skarban said.

Most area schools were 
closed Wednesday through 
Friday, April 3-5. The Gillett 
campus was without power 
until Thursday evening, and 
Lena schools and Abrams 
Elementary School had to 
wait until Friday. Almost 
the entire slate of high 
school athletic events was 
postponed, and a concert 
by the Wisconsin Sing-
ers planned for April 6 at 
Oconto Falls High School 
was canceled because of 
complications from the 
storm.

The community rallied 
around its neighbors, with 
numerous public buildings, 
schools and businesses 
opening their doors to 
serve as warming shelters 
and charging stations for 
people who had no electric-
ity. Some people deliv-
ered meals to the electric 
cooperative to help feed the 
workers.
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Oconto Electric Cooperative crews work to restore power to a large area of Oconto County on April 3.� OCONTO ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Newly strung electric cables droop across Belgian Road at the intersection with County Road A in the Town of Lena 
on April 4.� WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

NWTC event focuses on health care, law enforcement
Northeast Wiscon-

sin Technical College 
presents a Health Care 
and Public Safety Career 
Awareness Spotlight on 
April 18 from 10:30 a.m. 
to noon and 12:30-2 p.m. 
at NWTC Shawano, 111 
Thomas Ave., Shawano.

Participants can find 

out more about area 
careers in health care and 
public safety and learn 
more about the opportu-
nities available locally for 
employment, education 
and advancement.

The event will feature 
staff from NWTC, Sha-
wano Ambulance, The-

daCare Medical Center, 
Shawano Police Depart-
ment, Total Fitness, Ad-
vanced Physical Therapy 
and more.

Spotlighted careers in-
clude nursing, health care 
administration, health 
information technol-
ogy, emergency medical 

services, wellness and 
health, physical therapy, 
law enforcement and 
criminal justice.

Lunch will be pro-
vided by ThedaCare for 
all registered attendees. 
Registration and addition-
al info can be found at 
www.nwtc.edu/Shawano.

By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

A committee studying 
consolidation of Oconto 
County’s six independent 
libraries into a single coun-
ty system was scheduled to 
meet April 9 and consider 
a recommendation to that 
effect.

The special Library 
Planning Committee has 
been meeting since last 
summer to work on an 
update of the five-year 
county library plan to 
cover 2025 through 2029. 
A main focus has been 
finding ways to reduce the 
flow of county tax dollars 
to Brown County, which 
has been sending a six-
figure invoice annually for 
services rendered to Ocon-
to County residents who 
patronize Brown County 
Library branches, mostly 
Howard and Pulaski.

Under a state statute 
passed in the 1990s, coun-
ties with consolidated 
library systems may bill 
neighboring counties that 
do not have consolidated 
systems for costs incurred 
when residents from the 
non-consolidated counties 
borrow materials.

Each of the six Oconto 
County libraries operates 
independently, either as a 
municipal library or as a 
joint library covering sev-
eral municipalities. If they 
were to be merged into a 

countywide system, Brown 
County would no longer be 
able to bill Oconto County.

Minutes of the Li-
brary Planning Commit-
tee meeting of March 12 
indicate that County Board 
Supervisor Tom Bitters 
made a motion to estab-
lish a consolidated library 
system, “comprised of all 
existing joint libraries in 
Oconto County, all exist-
ing municipal libraries in 
Oconto County and all un-
served districts in Oconto 
County.”

Bitters withdrew his 
motion after County Clerk 
Kim Pytleski reminded the 
committee that the agenda 
for the March 12 meeting 
did not indicate that it 
would be taking action on 
forming a library system. 
State law requires that a 
public body’s agenda must 
state whether action is 
contemplate, to give citi-
zens notice and an oppor-
tunity to provide feedback.

The committee was 
scheduled to meet April 
9. The agenda included a 
straw poll regarding a con-
solidated library system, 
as opposed to keeping the 
current structure of mu-
nicipal and joint libraries 
with changes to funding 
options. 

Visit newmedia-wi.
com for a report about the 
meeting.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

Proposal would merge six 
local libraries
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Gillett Mayor-elect Jonathan Blaskowski attends the April 4 city council meeting. He sat in the audience next to, from left, Fire Chief Kurt Hicks, Police Chief 
Shane Breitenbach and Public Works foreman Nate Anderson, but he will move to the front of the room for the council’s organizational meeting next week.

WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

ELECTION, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
of the PROCAR automo-
tive repair shop in Oconto 
Falls. The unofficial results 
showed Braun with 341 
votes to 223 for Rice, or 
60.4% to 39.6%.

• The city of Oconto will 
also 
have 
a new 
mayor, 
as Cliff 
Martin 
de-
feated 
incum-
bent 
John 
Panetti 

by a vote of 710 to 349, or 
67% to 33%. The race was a 
rematch of the contest that 
Panetti won in 2022.

• Elected to the Oconto 
City Council were Lori 
Stensrup (587 votes), Dar-
rell Anderson (499), Dee 
Donlevy (496) and Dan 
Zoeller (473), followed by 
Kim Bronikowski (442), 
Mike Feldt (437), Casey 
Sowle (365) and Jamie 
Younger (292).

• Blaskowski has been at-
tending Gillett City Council 
meetings this year after be-
coming the only candidate 
for the job. McCarthy first 
indicated he would not run 
for reelection, then resigned 
and moved out of the city in 
January.

“I look forward to joining 
you guys and working for 
the city,” Blaskowski told 
the council at its April 4 
meeting.

No one was on the ballot 
for two of the three open 
positions on the council, 
so write-ins determined 
the winners. David Bunker 

was elected alderperson in 
Ward 1, and former Alder-
person Sandra Hubbard will 
return in Ward 2. Nanette 
Mohr was unopposed for 
reelection in Ward 3.

• The longest-serving 
county board supervisor in 
Wisconsin has been elected 
for another two years. El-
mer Ragen tallied 142 votes 
to 72 for challenger Rhonda 
Strehlow in District 1, which 
covers part of the Town of 
Little Suamico.

• County Board Super-

visor John Wittkopf was 
reelected by a single vote 
over Riley Sowle in District 
13, which includes part of 
the city of Oconto. The 
unofficial tally was Wittkopf 
152, Sowle 151.

• In District 26, where 
Supervisor Doug McMa-
hon decided not to run 
for reelection, Mike Beyer 
defeated Todd Carlson in 
the race to represent the vil-
lage of Suring and Town of 
Maple Valley. The vote was 
Beyer 180, Carlson 145.

• Supervisor Judy 
Buhrandt was defeated by 
challenger David Van Zee-
land in District 29, covering 
all of the Town of Mountain 
and part of the Town of 
Riverview. The tally was 
Van Zealand 204, Buhrandt 
142.

• Challenger Rodney 
Gretzon was the top vote-
getter for Brazeau Town 
Board, and only one vote 
separated second and third 
place for the two available 
slots. The unofficial results 

showed Gretzon with 193 
votes and incumbent Super-
visor Randy Nasgovitz with 
169, followed by incumbent 
Supervisor David Par-
mentier with 168 and the 
other challenger, Matthew 
Milatzo, with 54.

• Incumbents Jacob 
School (95 votes), Randy 
Schuettpels (80) and Rich-
ard Kramp (71) were re-
elected to the Suring Village 
Board. Challenger Angie 
Whiting had 16 votes.

• Paul Thomson was 
elected to the Suring School 
Board representing the 
Town of Breed. Thomson 
outpolled Jennifer Kruse 
692 to 455 in the race to 
succeed Wendy Wozniak, 
who chose not to run for 
reelection.

There was no one on the 
ballot seeking the school 
board seat representing 
the Village of Suring, after 
incumbent Dennis Piepkorn 
decided not to run again. 
Registered write-in Nick 
School secured the position 
with 256 votes.

• Challenger Kim 
Hanson (796 votes) and 
incumbent Kris Heide-
wald (723) were elected to 
the Crivitz School Board, 
defeating incumbent Gary 
Huc (656).

• Steve Liegl defeated 
Jennifer Rybicki 2,666 to 
1,620 to win an at-large 
seat on the Pulaski School 
Board, succeeding Megan 
Mills-Koehler.

• Dawn Jakubiec (455 
votes) and Penny McLaugh-
lin (406) were elected to 
a Forest County seat on 
the Wabeno School Board, 
outpolling Raletta Shampo-
Ashbeck (306) and Andrea 
Brugger (261).

Jason Boor ran unop-
posed for an Oconto County 
seat. While candidates 
must live in the area they 
represent, all district voters 
choose the members of the 
school board, which covers 
parts of Oconto, Forest, 
Langlade and Marinette 
counties.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

CLIFF MARTIN

BY WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

The Gillett School 
Board may hear a recom-
mendation April 18 to 
establish a school resource 
officer who would serve as 
a liaison among students, 
staff and law enforcement.

Tracy Ondik, director 
of the Gillett Area Ambu-
lance Service as well as 
an Oconto County Board 
supervisor, gave a presen-
tation about the idea to the 
school board March 21, and 
Superintendent Wayne 
Johnson said it was antici-

pated as a possible action 
item for the April meeting.

Police Chief Shane 
Breitenbach told the Gillett 
City Council on April 4 he 
has attended several in-
formation meetings about 
creating a position for the 
officer, who would be sta-
tioned in the schools.

“This has been a topic 
of discussion for many 
years, and with the in-
crease in disciplinary prob-
lems, disorderly, disrup-
tive and illegal activities, 
along with demands from 
parents, students and staff 
for a more safe and secure 

learning environment, a 
school resource officer has 
become a necessity for all 
schools, urban and rural,” 
Breitenbach said. “Funding 
opportunities do exist that 
could cover a large portion 
of the cost.”

The proposed cost/
share options would have 
the school district fund 
75-80% of the cost, with 
the remaining cost cov-
ered by the department 
that provides the service, 
he said.

The school resource of-
ficer could be a Gillett city 
police officer or an Oconto 

County sheriff’s deputy.
“There are pros and 

cons to each,” Breiten-
bach said, adding that one 
Gillett officer has ex-
pressed an interest in the 
position.

A sheriff’s deputy has 
served as school resource 
officer for the Suring 
School District since Janu-
ary 2023 in an agreement 
between the district and 
Oconto County. The Ocon-
to Falls school resource 
officer is provided by the 
city police department.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

Gillett considers school resource officer
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Glen A. Hudson

Glen A. Hudson, age 62, 
of Gillett, passed away on 
Sunday, March 31, 2024.

Glen was born Jan. 
23, 1962, to Gary and 
Betty (Krause) Hudson 
in Oconto Falls. He was 
raised on the family farm 
with 12 siblings. Glen 
graduated from Gillett 
High School with the class 
of 1980. On May 26, 1984, 
Glen married Barbara 
Jensen. The couple raised 
four children and spent 37 
loving years together until 
Barb’s passing on July 
3, 2021. Glen met Carrie 
Champagne in February 
2022 and they became fast 
friends, later falling in 
love and marrying on Dec. 
9, 2023.

Glen began working 
for United Co-Op (for-
merly Bay Lakes) shortly 
after high school, spend-
ing over 40 years with 
the company. He enjoyed 
shooting pool, darts, vol-
leyball, fantasy football 
and attending concerts. 
Glen also enjoyed coach-
ing basketball for his son’s 
teams. He loved spending 
time with his grandchil-
dren and family. Glen was 
a lifelong member of St. 
John’s Lutheran Church in 

Morgan.
Glen 

is sur-
vived by 
his wife, 
Carrie; 
children, 
Rebecca 
(Zak) 
Matzke, 

Rick (Michelle) Hudson, 
Robert (Jenny) Hudson 
and Ryan (fiancée Mela-
nie) Hudson; stepchildren, 
Cody Champagne and 
Mackenzie Champagne; 
grandchildren, Kiela, 
Kaylee, Kruze (Rebecca), 
Parker, Jaxson (Rick), Co-
lin, Kaden, Kloe, Camryn, 
Kolton (Robert), Sydnie, 
Collin, Liam, Luca (Ryan), 
Cooper (Cody); siblings, 
Mary Jane (Burt) Dunst, 
Linda (Leroy) Wendt, 
Darlene (Gary) Uelmen, 
Gary (Joyce) Olson, Barb 
(Gary) Naparalla, Diane 
Steichen, Gary (Toni) 
Hudson, Roger (Lori) 
Hudson, Peggy Femling, 
Shelby (Jim) Bohman, 
Johnny Hudson; and god-
son, Corey Femling. He is 
further survived by many 
nieces, nephews, other 
relatives and friends.

He was preceded in 
death by his first love, 

Barb; parents, Gary and 
Betty; sisters, Patsy Olson 
and Janice Busch; brother-
in-law, Harold Hansen.

Visitation will be held 
on Friday, April 12, 2024, 
at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church in Morgan from 
4-7 p.m. In Glen’s honor, 
please wear your favorite 
sports attire Friday night. 
Visitation resumes on Sat-
urday, April 13, 2024, at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church in 
Morgan from 10 a.m. until 
the funeral service at noon 
with Pastor Katy Tomla-
novich officiating. Glen 
will be laid to rest at the 
Town of Morgan Cem-
etery alongside Barb.

Gruetzmacher Funeral 
Home in Suring is as-
sisting the family with 
arrangements. Online con-
dolences can be expressed 
at www.gruetzmacherfu-
neralhome.com.

OBITUARIES

Former Sheriff and County Board Supervisor Doug McMahon was misidentified in a story in 
the March 29 edition of the Oconto County Times Herald. We apologize for the error.

CORRECTION

Hams delivered in time for Easter

American Legion Sylvan Post 44 in Wabeno donated 52 bone in hams to the Christian Food Pantry in Lakewood for 
Easter. Pictured are, from left, Dan Barfknecht, adjutant; Matt Connell, from the Christian Food Pantry; and George 
Richards, commander from Post 44.� CONTRIBUTED
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CMN students do well at Minnesota conference
The word kenaeheq-

tam can be stated of 
any of the nine College 
of Menominee Nation 
students who competed 
at the tribal college 
conference last month. 
In English, the compli-
ment translates as, “You 
did good” or “You are 
skilled.”

This year’s American 
Indian Higher Education 
Consortium’s (AIHEC) 
Student Conference was 
held March 9-12 in Min-
neapolis, Minnesota. This 
gathering of the 35 ac-
credited schools from 15 
states rotates through five 
regional venues, with this 
year’s convention being 
hosted by the Woodland 
tribal colleges, including 
CMN. The annual con-
ference brings together 
hundreds of tribal college 

students for competitions 
and celebrations.

The Woodland Host 
Committee wrote in 
its welcome message: 
“Throughout the confer-
ence, you will have the 
chance to participate in 
various events and com-
petitions that showcase 
your academic prow-
ess and foster a sense of 
camaraderie and friendly 
competition. Embrace 
the opportunity to learn, 
grow, and make memories 
that will last a lifetime.”

While there are pas-
sionate rivalries among 

the schools competing 
in categories including 
archery, art, business, 
hand games, film, math, 
theater, traditional plants 
and writing, the event’s 
aim is to celebrate the 
thriving students within 
the tribal college move-
ment. This year’s meeting 
attempted to encapsulate 
that continuing success 
with its theme: “Honoring 
our traditions, adapting to 
our future.”

CMN’s preparation 
for success was evident 
in students’ victories, but 
the reality was that the 
gathering proved more 
meaningful for them than 
merely a place to collect 
trophies and accolades.

Menominee tribal 
member Shawn “Sonny” 
Pamonicutt returned for his 
second consecutive year.

The biological and 
physical sciences ma-
jor shared his reason-
ing: “My favorite part is 
connecting with Native 
American students from 
diverse tribal colleges 
nationwide. The student 
conference opens the 
doors to valuable interac-
tions, knowledge-sharing 
and the development of 
lifelong relationships.”

Menominee student 
Elora Waupoose con-
curred. The liberal stud-
ies major said, “I liked 
that I was busy but I also 
had time to relax and do 
homework. I also loved 
the sense of community. I 
felt like I was meant to be 
there.”

Pamonicutt, Waupoose 
and fellow Menominee 

Kelsey Kitson, left, and Chenoa Webster celebrate taking second place in the 
US AID International Development Challenge at the American Indian Higher 
Education Consortium Student Conference held in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

LUCY FENZL | COLLEGE OF MENOMINEE NATION

Ryan WinnRyan Winn
ColumnistColumnist

CMN, CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

‘The Nerd’ pits architect with unwanted guest
Audiences get to watch 
hilarious antics from all 

sides at Mielke Arts Center
By LEE PULASKI

City Editor

Elaborate efforts to get rid of an un-
wanted house guest surround “The Nerd,” 
a two-act play that the Box in the Wood 
Theatre Guild will present later in April.

“The Nerd” follows a young architect 
named Willum Cubbert, who served in 
Vietnam and was rescued by Rick Stead-
man. Conversing through letters over the 
years, Willum promises Rick that he is 
willing to return the favor someday and 
help Rick when he is in need.

That day comes in late 1979 in Terra 
Haute, Indiana, when Willum is hosting 
a dinner party for Warnock Waldgrave, 
a client who has hired the architect to 
design his hotel. Rick waltzes in with 
his awkward manner and inappropriate 
behavior, ruining the occasion. He then 
makes matters worse when he decides to 
move in with Willum.

Things really start to go downhill, and 
Willum plots with his friends and tenants, 
Tansy McGinnis and Axel Hammond, to 
find a way to convince Rick to leave. From 
serving a meal of warm water and cottage 
cheese to convincing the nerdy man that 
Willum turns into a pig by the light of 
the full moon, their efforts go awry when 
Warnock shows up and is pelted by cot-
tage cheese, tearing up his contract with 
Willum.

“The Nerd” was picked out for Box in 
the Wood’s spring production by Alex 
Konen, a teacher and play director at 
Shawano Community High School. Konen 
was originally slated to direct the show, 
but when the production was short an 
actor or two, he opted to play Willum 
and handed the reins to Mary Madsen, 
president for the Shawano County Arts 
Council.

“Poor Willum. This ‘old friend’ that 
he’s never really met shows up at his 
apartment, and Willum doesn’t know how 
to get rid of him,” Madsen said. “He’s 
never met him, but Rick, the nerd, saved 
his life. So as a result, now he’s come here, 
in all of his glory, and is deciding he can 
move in with Willum, because he said, 
‘Anything you ever need, you just come to 

me, and I will help you out.’”
One funny scene shows off when 

Rick shows up at the apartment and has 
everybody at the dinner party play a game 
called “Shoes and Socks,” which includes 
everybody wearing bags over their heads 
while Rick hides their shoes and socks.

“Poor Willum is stuck with him (Rick) 
continually and can’t get rid of him,” 
Madsen said. “Rick does something totally 

A dinner in the second act of “The Nerd” goes hilariously awry. From left, Willum Cubbert, played by Alex Konen, Axel Hammond, played by Andy Frey, Rick Steadman, played 
by Jason Linder, and Tansy McGinnis, played by Samantha Grossen, interact while everyone is secretly plotting to get Rick to leave.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

AT A GLANCE
WHAT: “The Nerd,” presented by the Box in the Wood 

Theatre Guild
WHEN: 7 p.m. April 19-20 and April 26-27, 2 p.m. April 21 

and April 28
WHERE: Mielke Arts Center, N5649 Airport Road, 

Shawano
TICKETS: $15 adults, $10 youth. Tickets available at 

shawanoarts.ludus.com.

NERD, CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
Clelia Waldgrave, played by Jennifer Maglio, is confused about the strange turn of events during a first-act scene of 
“The Nerd.”� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
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Does a ban on doe 
hunting help the herd?

Hunters frustrated at 
seeing fewer and fewer deer 
in the northern forest coun-
ties may have been thinking 
that a four-year ban on doe 
hunting there would bring 
about the massive hordes 
of whitetails seen there 
decades ago that our fathers 
and grandfathers still talk 
about.

Gov. Tony Evers vetoed 
the bill March 29, along 
with several others related 
to the outdoors.

As much as I dislike 
almost everything he does 
as a radically liberal gover-
nor playing mostly to the 
fringe animal-rights groups, 
I agree with him on this one.

I’m lucky enough to hunt 
deer in the central farmland 
zone, primarily Waupaca 
County, where the annual 
deer kill normally is in the 
top three counties, and we 
kill more deer here than are 
harvested in some eastern 
states. We may not see 
many deer when hunting 
(I saw fewer deer this year 
than perhaps any season 
in my 24 years of hunting 
here), but when I drive 
around, there they are by 
the dozens.

On a recent early spring 
drive from our favorite 
neighborhood dive bar and 
grill, my wife and I counted 
more than 50 deer in a 
3-mile stretch of backroads, 
and all those deer survived 
the 2023 deer seasons and 
a mild winter here. Where 
were these animals when 
I was sitting in my ground 
blinds? They were all living 
nearby and doing just fine.

I understand North-
woods hunting is not 
the same. Vast forests of 
national land, as well as 
county and state lands, 
make hunting more difficult. 
Last winter produced se-
vere weather in some of the 
northern counties, just one 
factor in a 30% reduction in 
the deer kill there.

The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
deer policy expert ex-
plained biological approach-
es to deer management and 
the many factors that some 

hunters with tunnel vision 
might not consider.

“A ban on antlerless 
harvest isn’t going to change 
anything,” said Jeff Pritzl, 
DNR deer program special-
ist in Plymouth. “The whole 
system is built on protecting 
the deer population, but that 
is not the case in 75% of the 
state. We’re killing as many 
deer per square mile as we 
did in the 1980s.”

If you hunt in one 
county, or one farm, you 
base your perception of 
the deer herd on that area 
and on how many deer you 
see on those few (or many) 
days you are in the woods. 
This “human psychology vs. 
biology” and a “stationary 
strategy” of hunting in one 
spot (versus the deer drives 
and still hunting practices 
of decades ago) are at the 
heart of the misperception, 
Pritzl said.

The biggest factor in 
reduced harvests statewide 
from their peak around the 
year 2000 is fewer hunters.

Pritzl said we’ve lost 
100,000 hunters in the past 
24 years, and Wisconsin is 
expected to lose another 
100,000 hunters in the next 
10-15 years.

Aging hunters is a 
closely related factor. Baby 
boomers were in their 40s 
during the millennium 
harvest boom but are now 
in their 60s. Older hunters 
in general don’t hunt as long 
or as hard, he noted.

Severe winters in the 
north can have a huge effect 
on the northern herds, as 
happened in 2013. Most of 
the northern counties then 
went to a bucks-only season 
and some counties in the 
northern forest zone have 
had bucks-only seasons for 
the past 10 years or so, Pritzl 
said.

“A bucks-only season is 
a last resort and biologically 

not necessary,” he said.
Deer biology dynamics 

vary greatly from county to 
county and even in smaller 
habitats. The bill Evers 
vetoed would have created 
a bucks-only season for 
four years in 20 northern 
counties, but deer in the 
southern tier of the forest 
zone, including Langlade, 
Lincoln, Rusk and others, 
were largely unaffected by 
last year’s winter, and the 
bill drew the ire of hunters 
in that area.

The County Deer Advi-
sory Councils also annually 
help manage the herd on a 
county basis rather than on 
a larger scale, he noted. No 
matter how many bonus 
antlerless tags are issued, 
the average hunter bags 1.3 
deer per season, Pritzl said.

Another major factor in 
the Northwoods is a lack 
of logging and even fires, 
which can help gener-
ate young forest. Habitat 
changes can create “areas 
of critical thermal cover,” 
including conifer and hem-
lock cover that protect deer 
from wind and deep snow.

“Deer thrive in disturbed 
landscapes,” he said.

Predators, particularly 
wolves, coyotes and bears, 
also take deer. There is frus-
tration at not aggressively 
regulating the wolf popula-
tion. Evers also vetoed a bill 
that would have required 
the DNR to set a specific 
wolf population goal. The 
state once had a goal of 350 
wolves, but their estimate 
now exceeds 1,000 animals 
and many residents in the 
Northwoods believe it is 
much higher.

Sportsmen will have a 
chance to weigh in on 49 
questions online through 
April 13. They include a 
number of fishing, hunting 
and wildlife questions that 
serve to advise the DNR 
Natural Resources Board. 
For details, visit https://dnr.
wisconsin.gov/about/wcc/
springhearing.

Ross Bielema is a freelance writer from 
New London and owner of Wolf River 
Concealed Carry LLC. Contact him at 

Ross@wolfriverccw.com.

Ross Ross 
BielemaBielema
ColumnistColumnist

A doe with her fawn look around an open field. Gov. Tony Evers vetoed a legislative bill in March that would have 
banned antlerless hunting for four years.� LINDA FRESHWATERS ARNDT
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Evelyn Schmidt took 
third place in the Sci-
ence Bowl. Waupoose 
and Schmidt also took 
first in the Serious Duo 
Interpretation Speech 
competition. Pamonicutt 
and Cedar Fernandez 
took second for their 
Serious Duo Interpreta-
tion Speech, as well as 
first place in the Humor-
ous Duo Interpretation 
Speech.

“I really felt inspired 
by the duo interpreta-
tion speech competition 
that I did with my speech 
partner, Sonny,” said 
Fernandez, a Menominee 
tribal member. “I loved 
representing Native char-
acters in a comedic way. 
My partner and I put life 
into our characters and 
shared so much with one 
another in doing so. This 
opportunity helped me 
step into the world of Na-
tive storytelling and how 
much fun we can have 
with that together.”

Menominee student 
Kelsey Kitson and Oneida 
tribal member Chenoa 
Webster took second 
place in the US AID In-
ternational Development 
Challenge. Majoring in 
elementary and middle 
school education, the stu-
dents’ project was titled, 
“Menominee Theoretical 
Model of Sustainability: 
A Model of Practical Ap-
plication for Academic 
Learning and Under-
standing of Indigenous 
Nations Netaenawemak-
anak (all my relations) 
Curriculum Guide and 
Framework.”

“It is a curriculum 
guide and framework 
using the Menominee 
Theoretical Model of 
Sustainability to help 
educate students about 
other Indigenous nations 
on a local, national, and 
global level,” Kitson said.

“My favorite part of 
AIHEC was the ability 
to be surrounded by the 
support and good energy 
of fellow tribal school 
scholars, educators, 
administrators, commu-
nity members and tribal 
nations,” Webster said. 
“The conference was 
uplifting, inspiring and an 
exemplary model of what 

our strong future looks 
like when we continue to 
come together to share, 
learn, teach and col-
laborate in positive ways. 
Tribal colleges are places 
where students are loved 
and recognized for their 
unique gifts and AIHEC 
celebrates and honors 
those amazing accom-
plishments and talents 
beautifully.”

Prairie Band Potawa-
tomi Nation member 
Dakota Waupoose made 
his engagement with 
AIHEC a yearlong en-
deavor. The digital media 
major ran a successful 
campaign to serve as the 
AIHEC Student Con-
gress-Great Lakes Region 
representative.

“I was inspired by my 
trip to lobby for AIHEC 
in Washington, D.C. 
during their most recent 
legislative summit,” Wau-
poose said. “It gave me a 
real passion to advocate 
for our people.”

Lac Courte Oreilles 
Ojibwe faculty member 
Dr. Vicki Besaw coached 
CMN’s Knowledge Bowl 
Team, which included 
Menominee Nation 
members Sasanehseah 
Shawanokasic and Adrian 
Demarce. Dr. Lucy Fenzl 
served on the confer-
ence planning commit-
tee and coached CMN’s 
Science Bowl, Poster and 
Oral Scientific Research 
presentations and the 
US AID International 
Challenge. I coordinated 
and coached the Speech 
Team. We were joined by 
CMN staff and Menomi-
nee Nation members, 
Melinda Cook, Susan 
Waukau and Lorenzo 
Warrington.

To the participants, 
the Woodland Host Com-
mittee wrote, “Together, 
let us honor our tradition 
while paving the way for 
a future that reflects our 
indigenous communities’ 
strength, resilience and 
adaptability.”

To CMN students who 
competed last month, 
kenaeheqtam.

Ryan Winn teaches communications, 
English, history and theater at the Col-
lege of Menominee Nation. Visit www.
menominee.edu for more information 

about the school.

CMN, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

obscene on an airplane 
when they go to see the 
Regency (Hotel), and that’s 
a disaster. Everything that 
follows with Rick and Wil-
lum is a continual disaster.”

Konen did a scene study 
on “The Nerd” when he 
was in college, and that 
prompted him to suggest 
it as a Box in the Wood 

production. The show will 
have the audience on three 
sides of the stage, which 
doesn’t happen often at the 
Mielke Arts Center.

“I knew it was a funny 
show, and I thought, if we 
could do something in this 
thrust — or round — style, 
this was the show, because 
I know the makeup of the 

stage, somewhat,” Konen 
said. “It’s mostly in the 
middle of the living room 
(of Willum’s apartment). 
It’s something that I knew 
would excel in this space. 
It’s going to get the audi-
ence close, and they’ll be 
able to see us do crazy 
things.”

Madsen noted she came 

into the production com-
pletely blind as to what 
“The Nerd” was about.

“We had our first read-
through, and I was laugh-
ing so hard,” Madsen said. 
“By the end of the play, I 
couldn’t believe it. It was 
hilarious.”

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

NERD, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Bonduel church celebrates century
Special worship 

service, celebration 
planned for May 12

Zion United Method-
ist Church of Bonduel 
is celebrating the 100th 
anniversary of its build-
ing and will hold a special 
worship service and cel-
ebration at 10:30 a.m. May 
12 at the church, 134 E. 
Green Bay St., Bonduel.

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung, 
resident bishop in the 
Wisconsin Annual Con-
ference of the United 
Methodist Church, will 
deliver a message.

The beginning of the 
Zion United Methodist 
occurred in 1861 when the 
Evangelical Association 
of North America first 
listed Bonduel as a cir-
cuit. At that time, services 
were held in the homes 
of early pioneers. In 1867, 
August Seering donated 
land to build the first log 
church, and in 1874, the 
male members of the con-
gregation met to legally 
incorporate.

By 1901, a second 
church was built next to 
the old log church on the 
site now known as the 
Zion United Methodist 
Church Cemetery (one 
mile east of Bonduel at 
what is now known as 
N3974 South Highline 
Road). The log church 
had been covered with 
white siding and was 
commonly called “the 
little white church on the 
hill.” The new church was 
a much larger, red brick 
structure with a steeple 
and bell.

Indicative of most 
country churches, the 
cemetery was located on 

the same site. Through 
time, additional acreage 
was purchased from Seer-
ing to enlarge the cem-
etery and make room for 
a horse shelter.

In 1890, a parsonage 
and a barn were built in 
Bonduel on East Green 
Bay Street. By 1916, the 
first parsonage was sold 
and moved offsite to Sec-
ond Street in Bonduel. A 
new parsonage was then 
built on the site.

The congregation was 
growing, so members of 
the congregation voted 
to build a much larger 
church in Bonduel next 
to the parsonage. This 
construction took place in 
1924 during the first year 
of the Rev. J. G. Bleiler’s 
pastorate. The church 
was dedicated on Nov. 9, 
1924.

By 1995, the use of 

the church basement for 
church and community 
affairs had increased, 
as did the car traffic in 
front of the church. With 
the help of architect Bill 
Pederson, plans were 
drawn up to build an an-
nex that would provide 
an elevator shaft and a 
ramp to the lowest level. 
Thus, the church acquired 
a handicap entrance and 
lessened the need to park 
on and walk across Green 
Bay Street. The entrance 
to this annex was located 
at the back of the church 
off Church Street.

Some of the reasons to 
place the handicap access 
at the back of the church 
were to avoid Packers 
traffic, to utilize the drive-
way and parking area in 
back of the parsonage and 
to take advantage of the 
fact that many members 

were already using the 
former boulevard for 
parking. The parsonage 
driveway and parking lot 
were then blacktopped. 
This handicap-accessible 
entrance then became a 
primary entrance.

As the elevator shaft 
and machine room took 
up space previously occu-
pied by the nursery/play-
room, plans were made to 
provide a new mother’s 
room/dressing room for 
weddings in the southeast 
corner of the basement. 
It was also set up with a 
speaker so mothers could 
hear the services.

In the fall of 2001, 
major improvements 
were made to the front 
of the church when both 
the east and west front 
steps were replaced, and 
the bell tower was rebuilt 
with all new materials.

Zion United Methodist Church, 134 E. Green Bay St., Bonduel, is celebrating the 100th anniversary of its building 
and will host a special worship service and celebration at 10:30 a.m. May 12.� CONTRIBUTED
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Farm life admirable, but not easy in practice
As a fellow columnist re-

cently observed, the lineup 
of opinion and feature writ-
ers that NEW Media has 
assembled is impressive. I’m 
proud to be a part of this 
group which covers such a 
wide variety of interesting 
topics that readers tell me 
they turn to the columns 
first. Count me among them.

While I may disagree 
with views expressed by a 
particular writer, I know I 
can rely on a high level of 
quality of the writing itself. 
I abhor sloppy copy that 
comes from writers who 
just spew words onto a page 
and mail it in. If I’m asking 
people to spend precious 
minutes reading a piece I’ve 
written, I should respect 
them enough to do the 
serious revising and editing 
critical to producing quality 
work.

In my career as an Eng-
lish teacher, I would have 
students begin a writing 
assignment in class be-

cause getting started is the 
hardest part. Some would 
quickly dash off a few 
lines, scurry up to my desk, 
plop down some scribbled 
sentences and ask, “Is this 
good enough?” My standard 
response: “If you have to 
ask me that, then we both 
know the answer is no.” 
Good enough is never good 
enough. Effective writers 
don’t call a piece finished 
until they’ve reworked it 
until it’s first-rate. So never 
turn in any assignment until 
it’s your very best.

Circling back, I want 
to go on record saying 
my favorite NEW Media 
columnist is Kay Reminger. 
I admire and appreciate 
her worldview, which often 

coincides with my approach 
to life. I surmise that we 
are both hard workers, 
feisty females who put a 
premium on doing instead 
of talking, though heaven 
knows I do enough of that. 
I like to think we are both 
loyal wives, loving moth-
ers/grandmothers, faithful 
friends, capable cooks and 
all-around do-gooders who 
are trying to live meaningful 
lives by improving our little 
corners of the world.

Kay’s recent column 
about working around the 
farm with her husband was 
one of my favorites. It re-
minded me that, unlike her, 
I never mastered the art of 
driving a tractor. Truth is, I 
didn’t have a chance. Let me 
explain by taking you back 
to a beautiful spring Satur-
day in 1958 when my father 
said: “Get ready; we’re go-
ing out to pick stones.”

My 12-year-old self 
groaned. That’s one of the 
worst jobs on the farm. 

It meant walking along a 
designated area to gather up 
rocks that had surfaced dur-
ing tilling, throw them into 
a 5-gallon bucket and carry 
as much as I could manage 
over to be dumped onto a 
hay wagon.

After a couple of hours 
of back-breaking labor, I 
was sweaty, dirty and ex-
hausted. Looking over to the 
wagon, I caught sight of my 
brother John, sitting com-
fortably aboard the tractor. 
How was it that he got to 
sit and drive? “It’s not fair, 
Dad,” I whined. “His job’s 
a lot easier.” John smugly 
grinned at me, which made 
me livid.

After a steady stream of 
complaining, Dad decided 
he’d heard enough and 
directed John to change 
places with me. Now I was 
the one who smirked. I 
climbed into the seat and 
got ready to enjoy what 
looked like an easy task. 
Dad gave me a quick lesson 

in operating the clutch, 
shift, accelerator, and brake. 
Ready? “Of course,” I said, 
rolling my eyes. Anybody 
can do this.

After a few feeble at-
tempts, I did get the tractor 
going. Actually, it was pitch-
ing forward with a bucking 
motion that scared the heck 
out of everybody, including 
me. Dad tried again to tell 
me what to do, but I was so 
pathetically uncoordinated 
that I simply could not 
figure it out. Losing pa-
tience, Dad ordered me off 
the beast before I’d “grind 
enough gear to make a good 
dinner.” That humiliating 
episode became my first 
and final attempt at driving 
a tractor. Kudos to Kay for 
learning how to operate 
farm machinery with skill 
and dexterity.

In case you’re wonder-
ing, I’m not writing this be-
cause Kay and I are friends. 
In fact, I’ve never met her, 
but by reading her column, I 

think I’ve come to know her 
better than I might if she 
was a neighbor. I realize her 
life might easily have been 
mine, but as Robert Frost 
said: “Two roads diverged 
in a yellow wood, and I, I 
took the one less traveled 
by. And that has made all 
the difference.”

My difference-maker 
was a college scholarship to 
Mount Mary in Milwaukee 
that led to a teaching career 
and a blessed life I never 
imagined possible when 
I was a girl. Ever hear the 
saying that your eyes are 
the window to your soul? 
Yes, and your words are 
the window to your heart. 
Thanks, Kay, for sharing 
your heart with us. Say, 
how about we do lunch 
sometime?

Kathleen Marsh is a lifelong educator, 
writer and community advocate. She 

has published eight books, four on the 
history of Townsend, where she and 

husband Jon are happily retired on the 
beautiful Townsend Flowage.

Kathleen Kathleen 
MarshMarsh

ColumnistColumnist

WHAT’S HAPPENING
FRIDAY, APRIL 12

SHAWANO: Youth Appren-
ticeship Employer Informa-
tional Event, noon to 1 p.m., 
Shawano Country Chamber 
of Commerce. Broad overview 
of the program by the Youth 
Apprenticeship Consortium 
coordinator.

SURING: Recovery Talking 
Circle, 6-8 p.m. South Branch 
Community Center, W1281 
County Road M. 

SHAWANO: “Middletown,” 
7 p.m. Shawano Community 
High School, 220 County Road 
B. $5 adults, $3 children. Tick-
ets available at the door or at 
shawanotheater.ludus.com.

CLINTONVILLE: Wolf 
River Home Schoolers present 
“Chitty Chitty Bang Bang,” 7 
p.m., Clintonville High School, 
64 W. Green Tree Road. Free 
admission, donations appreci-
ated.

WITTENBERG: Spring Gala, 
7-10 p.m., WOWSPACE, 114 
W. Vinal St. “Art, food, drinks 
and fun.” $25 advance, $30 at 
the door. Must be 21 to attend. 
Fundraiser for Walls of Wit-
tenberg.

SATURDAY, APRIL 13
CLINTONVILLE: SAYPro 

Concealed Carry Class, 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., Butch’s Archery, 
N2885 Pioneer Road. Hosted 
by Shawano Area Young 
Professionals. $70 members, 
$80 non-members; tickets at 
saypro.org

KESHENA: 32nd annual 
Sturgeon Feast and Powwow, 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m., Omae-
qnomenewak Wetohkatikamek 

Center, 2700 Mianaceqtawak 
Road. Water Walk at Keshena 
Falls 10 a.m., Grand Entry 1 
p.m., Maec Micehswan “Great 
Feast” 5 p.m.

WITTENBERG: Artists Free 
Play XI, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
WOWSPACE, 114 W. Vinal St. 
Walls of Wittenberg spring 
juried art show.

KESHENA: Running and 
walking program, noon to 
6 p.m., Omaeqnomenewak 
Wetohkatikamek Center, 2700 
Mianaceqtawak Road. Infused 
water provided during the 
week, and a family snack-
making station is provided 
on Saturdays. Information: 
Chelsey Latender, 715-799-
5431 or chelseyl@mtclinic.net. 

SHAWANO: “Middletown,” 
2 p.m. Shawano Community 
High School, 220 County Road 
B. $5 adults, $3 children. Tick-
ets available at the door or at 
shawanotheater.ludus.com.

SHAWANO: Sacred Heart 
Trivia Night, 6-9 p.m., Sacred 
Heart Catholic School, 124 E. 
Center St. $20 per person, 30 
teams of up to eight members 
allowed, prizes for top three 
teams. Refreshments available 
for purchase. Fundraiser for 
the school.

SHAWANO: Stock car racing, 
6-10 p.m., Shawano Speedway, 
990 E. Green Bay St.

CLINTONVILLE: Wolf 
River Home Schoolers present 
“Chitty Chitty Bang Bang,” 7 
p.m., Clintonville High School, 
64 W. Green Tree Road. Free 
admission, donations appreci-
ated.

SUNDAY, APRIL 14
WITTENBERG: Artists Free 

Play XI, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
WOWSPACE, 114 W. Vinal St. 
Walls of Wittenberg spring 
juried art show.

CLINTONVILLE: Wolf 
River Home Schoolers present 
“Chitty Chitty Bang Bang,” 2 
p.m., Clintonville High School, 
64 W. Green Tree Road. Free 
admission, donations appreci-
ated.

MONDAY, APRIL 15
SHAWANO: Blood Drive, 

1:30-5:30 p.m., Zion Lutheran 
Church, 1254 S. Union St. Ap-
pointments at 800-280-4102 
or communityblood.org/donor

KESHENA: Running and 
walking program, 4:40-6:30 
p.m., Omaeqnomenewak 
Wetohkatikamek Center, 2700 
Mianaceqtawak Road. Infused 
water provided during the 
week, and a family snack-
making station is provided 
on Saturdays. Information: 
Chelsey Latender, 715-799-
5431 or chelseyl@mtclinic.net. 

SHAWANO: Recovery talking 
circle, 6-8 p.m., First Presbyte-
rian Church, Room 4, 100 W. 
Presbyterian St. Information: 
Dallas Gast, 715-701-5388 or 
dallasgast8@gmail.com. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 16
KESHENA: Recovery talking 

circle, 6-8 p.m. Omaeqnome-
newak Wetohkatikamek 
Center, 2700 Mianaceqtawak 
Road. Information: Mindy 
Thunder at 715-799-3835 or 
mthunder@mitw.org. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17
NEOPIT: Recovery talking 

circle, 6-8 p.m. The Circle 
House, W6715 Shawpoka-
sic St. Information: Mindy 
Thunder at 715-799-3835 or 
mthunder@mitw.org. 

KESHENA: Voter Registraion 
Event, 6:30-7 p.m., College 
of the Menominee Nation 
Cultural Learning Center, N188 
State Highway 47-55. Bring 
driver’s license or tribal ID.

THURSDAY, APRIL 18
SHAWANO: Health Care 

and Public Safety Career 
Awareness Spotlight, 10:30 
a.m. to noon and 12:30-2 p.m., 
Northeast Wisconsin Techni-
cal College, 111 Thomas Ave. 
Information about available 
opportunities for employment, 

education, advancement.
OCONTO FALLS: American 

Red Cross blood drive, 11:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., United Meth-
odist Church, 165 N. Farm Road. 
Appointments can be made by 
downloading the American Red 
Cross Blood Donor App, visiting 
redcrossblood.org or calling 
800-733-2767.

KESHENA: Running and 
walking program, 4:30-6:30 
p.m., Omaeqnomenewak 

Wetohkatikamek Center, 2700 
Mianaceqtawak Road. Infused 
water provided during the 
week, and a family snack-
making station is provided 
on Saturdays. Information: 
Chelsey Latender, 715-799-
5431 or chelseyl@mtclinic.net. 

BOWLER: Native American 
Talking Circle, 7-9 p.m., Mohi-
can Family Center, N8605 Oak 
St. Information: Yvonne Burr, 
715-326-0891. 
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Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood runners captured 
five first-place finishes at 
the Wausau West Girls 
Warrior Invitational on 
April 4.

Faith Resch won the 
200-meter hurdles in 30.73 
and the triple jump at 
33-1.75. Harper Rogowski 
won the 400-meter dash in 
1:08. The Chargers 4x400-
meter relay team took the 
top spot in 4:37.72, while 
the 4x800-meter relay 
team won in 9:57.5.

Second-place finishes 
were recorded by Kylee 
Beversdorf in the 800-me-
ter run and Nora Bushman 
in the 3,200-meter run.

Ava Brei captured third 
in the 200-meter dash, 
fourth in the 400-meter 
dash and fifth in the high 
jump.

Resch placed third in 

the 55-meter hurdles.
Bushman finished 

fourth n the triple jump.
Sixth place went to the 

4x160-meter relay team.
In the shot put, it was 

Kelsie Davis in eighth.
Mariah Wondra won 

a pair of events to lead 
Bonduel.

She recorded a time of 
12:44.21 in the 3,200-meter 
run and a time of 5:53.5 
in the 1,600-meter run. 
Teagan Engel placed fifth 
in the 1,600-meter run.

Ashlyn Kurey scored a 
second-place finish in the 
triple jump.

The 4x400-meter relay 
team finished in third, 

and the 4x160-meter relay 
team placed fourth.

Paige Niquette finished 
fourth in the 55-meter 
dash. Kurey placed fourth 
in the 200-meter dash, and 
Cierra Schnell was fourth 
in the long jump.

Olivia Giese was fifth 
in the 55-meter hurdles, 
and Hailey Berg finished 
seventh. Audrey Weier 
placed fifth in the 200-me-
ter hurdles with Schnell 
placing seventh.

Engel earned sixth 
place in the 800-meter 
run.

Coming in ninth in the 
400-meter dash was Ad-
dison Raymakers.

Weier was 10th in 
the high jump, and Josie 
Anvelink was 10th in the 
shot put.

Shawano’s team best 
was a third-place finish in 
four events – Hatty Fritz 
in the shot put, Macey 
Nelson in the triple jump 
and the long jump, and 
4x800-meter relay team.

Maci Beyer finished 
fourth in the high jump 
and fourth in the 800-me-
ter run.

Coming in fifth were 
Grace Chelberg in the 
400-meter dash and the 
4x400-meter relay team.

Nelson was seventh 
in the 200-meter dash, 

and Onna Hermann was 
eighth. The 4x160-meter 
relay team placed seventh.

Lauren Seehafer was 
10th in the 55-meter dash.

Leading Menominee 
Indian’s contingent was 
Lena Wausau, who placed 
sixth in the triple jump.

Alexis Zhuckkahosee 
was eighth in the 55-me-
ter dash, and the 4x160-
meter relay team was also 
eighth.

Urijah Reevis placed 
ninth in the long jump, 
while Jaycee Broddock-
Madosh was ninth in the 
shot put.
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Charger girls clean up at Warrior Invite

Bonduel’s 
Wondra also 
claims a pair 
of first-place 

finishes
By KEVIN PASSON

Editor-in-chief

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

Bonduel boys take fourth in Wausau event
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Bonduel’s boys finished 
in fourth place with 53 
pants at the Wausau West 
Boys Warrior Invitational 
on April 5.

Shawano was fifth with 
47 points, Menominee 
Indian placed seventh with 
32 points, and Wittenberg-
Birnamwood was 11th with 
no score.

Ben O’Brien led the 
Bears with a first place 

in the 3,200-meter run in 
11:25.45. O’Brien placed 
third in the 1,600-meter 
run, while Oliver Chit-
wood was ninth.

The 4x800-meter relay 
team placed second, with 
the 4x160 team in sixth, 
and the 4x400 team in 
seventh.

Samuel Roberts finished 
in third in the long jump 
and seventh in the triple 
jump.

Ryan Westrich placed 

third in the shot put and 
sixth in the 200-meter 
dash.

Griffin Uelmen placed 
firth in the high jump.

Shawano’s top finisher 
was Trevor Schwartz, 
who placed second in the 
800-meter run.

The 4x160-meter relay 
team grabbed third place, 
with the 4x800 team taking 
fourth, and the 4x400 team 
placing sixth.

Ryan Shanty finished 

fourth in the long jump, 
and Lucas Nuthals placed 
fourth in the 55-meter 
dash. Josiah Kuehl was 
fourth in the 1,600-meter 
run, and Schwartz was 
sixth.

Coming in fifth the 
200-meter dash was Logan 
Korth. Maverick Theis was 
ninth.

Shanty came in sixth 
place in the 400-meter 
dash, and Joshua Lesper-
ance finished in ninth.

James Lange was ninth 
in the 55-meter hurdles.

Brian Waupoose led 
the Eagle with a pair of 
first-place finishes. His 
time of 57.71 was best in 
the 400-meter dash, and he 
completed the 800-meter 
run in 2:33.38.

Waupoose was fifth and 
Kenew Awonohopay was 
ninth in the high jump, 
although both recorded 
the same height of 5 feet 4 
inches.

Awonohopay placed 
fourth in the triple jump 
and seventh in the long 
jump.

Mitchell Perez finished 
seventh in the 200-meter 
hurdles, and the 4x160-me-
ter relay team was ninth.

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood recorded a pair of 
12th-place spots. Those 
went to Will Peters in the 
400-meter dash and Marty 
Nowinsky in the 1,600-me-
ter run.
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Pulaski boys 
get fist 

lacrosse win
BY NEW MEDIA STAFF

Pulaski’s boys lacrosse 
team won its first game 
ever, an 11-5 win over 
Wayland Academy JV on 
April 6.

With a 1-0 lead after 
the first quarter, Pulaski 
piled on five more goals in 
the second to lead 6-1 at 
halftime.

Pulaski scored another 
pair of goals in the third 
period, but Wayland 
Academy scored four of 
their own to make it 8-5 
going into the final stanza. 
Three unanswered goals 
sealed the win for the Red 
Raiders.

Ben Schroeder notched 
five saves while giving up 
five goals. Pulaski had 19 
shots on goal.

After two games, Mitch-
ell Sprecht leads Pulaski 
with three goals and two 
assists. Brady Huss has 
nine ground balls. Gavin 
Heintz has four takeaways.

De Pere Central 11
Pulaski 2
Pulaski’s lacrosse sea-

son opened with an 11-2 
loss to the De Pere Central 
Ghostbirds.

De Pere jumped out to 

a 3-0 first quarter lead, a 
score that remained con-
stant at halftime.

De Pere went up 5-0 in 
the third period.

Pulaski scored its first 
two goals ever in the 
fourth quarter, but De Pere 
added six of of its own for 
the lopsided win. Both of 
the Red Raiders goals were 
scored by Jake Kuehl.

Schroeder made eight 
saves. Pulaski had seen 
shots on goal.

At its meeting on Dec. 
2, 2022, the WIAA Board 
of Control approved the 
addition of lacrosse as a 
sanctioned sport with a 
tournament series for boys 
and girls in the spring of 
2024.

It’s the first time an 
entirely new sport has 
been introduced for both 
genders since the addition 
of boys and girls soccer in 
1982-83. 

Since that time, hockey 
and wrestling expanded to 
girls sponsorship in 2002 
and 2022, respectively, 
and boys volleyball was 
reinstated in 2000, but 
those sports were already 
sanctioned for the other 
gender.

Navarino Wildlife Area 
wetlands to be restored

Sixteen acres of 
wetlands at the Nava-
rino Wildlife Area will be 
restored with the project 
expected to begin this 
year.

The project is the first 
to be undertaken by the 
Wisconsin Waterfowl As-
sociation (WWA).

Wisconsin has 1.4 mil-
lion acres of public land 
available for hunting and 
recreation, including some 
of the best waterfowl 
habitat in the country. But 
there are many parts of 
those public lands that are 
unproductive and need sig-
nificant restoration work.

To help that effort, in 
2023 the WWA hired two 
new restoration ecologists 
to improve public lands in 
Wisconsin.

“By dedicating staff to 
develop plans to improve 
these public lands, we 
can not only ensure that 
Wisconsin can continue to 

maintain a healthy water-
fowl population but also 
help our waterfowl hunt-
ers see more success when 
out on public lands,” said 
Bruce Ross, WWA execu-
tive director.

Working in partner-
ship with the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR), WWA’s 
public lands ecologists 
are identifying potentially 
restorable wetlands and 
developing restoration 
plans on DNR managed 
properties. They are also 
helping expand wild rice 
beds throughout the state, 
particularly in the Ceded 
Territory.

The program is a multi-
year partnership with the 
Wisconsin DNR, with 
additional funding from 
other sources.

WWA’s ecologists 
completed project identi-
fication and evaluation in 
2023, setting the stage for 

breaking ground on wet-
land restorations in 2024. 
To date, more than 150 
public properties have un-
dergone desktop reviews, 
with 11 properties under 
further consideration for 
restoration. Three other 
projects are in the plan-
ning and design process, 
and one is moving forward 
through permitting.

In addition to the Na-
varino project, additional 
potential projects totaling 
nearly 225 acres of wet-
land restoration include 
the Brooklyn Wildlife 
Area (Dane County), 
Peter Helland Wildlife 
Area (Columbia County) 
and Evansville Wildlife 
Area (Rock County), all in 
the planning and design 
process.

Wisconsin has lost 
about 50% of its wetlands 
due to drainage, agricul-
ture, development and 
incompatible land use 

practices. The restora-
tion of hydrology in these 
wetlands will improve and 
increase habitats for water-
fowl and other species of 
wildlife, improve retention 
of precipitation to prevent 
flooding in communities, 
filter groundwater, reduce 
runoff and erosion, and 
improve hunting and other 
recreational experiences.

The public lands initia-
tive also worked to expand 
wild rice beds through-
out the Ceded Territory 
in northern Wisconsin. 
Natural wild rice produc-
tion in Wisconsin is on 
a long-term decline, and 
the restoration or estab-
lishment of wild rice in 
suitable state waters will 
help create more food 
sources and better covers 
for wildlife. WWA volun-
teers collected 230 pounds 
of wild rice and purchased 
another 1,500 pounds in 
2023 – all of it seeded on 
priority waters.

The Wisconsin Water-
fowl Association is a state-
based nonprofit conserva-
tion organization.

Wisconsin Waterfowl Association working to 
improve public lands with new initiative

Morz leads Pulaski girls at Whitewater
BY NEW MEDIA STAFF

Pulaski’s Hallie Morz 
placed fifth in the pole 

vault and was the top 
finisher for the Red Raid-
ers at the Wisconsin State 
Indoor Track & Field 

Championships on April 6 
at UW-Whitewater.

The girls 4x400-meter 
relay team was 10th.

The best finish for the 
boys was Keaton Dauk, 
who was 43rd in the 
400-meter dash.
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Oconto Falls softball 
team goes 1-1

Crivitz 13, Oconto 
Falls 3

Oconto Falls was 
dominated by Crivitz and 
lost 13-3 in what was the 
Panthers’ season opener 
and Marinette & Oconto 
Conference opener April 6.

April 1
Oconto Falls 3, Two 

Rivers 1
Oconto Falls opened 

its 2024 season with a 3-1 
non-conference win on the 
road against Two Rivers.

Bonduel 25, Menomi-
nee Indian 3

Three runs by the 
Eagles in the top of the 
first inning didn’t hold up 
against a second-inning 
barrage from Bonduel.

The Bears had 24 runs 
cross the plate in that 
inning as they defeated 
Menominee Indian 25-3 in 
the Central Wisconsin East 
Conference opener for 
both teams.

Bonduel pounded out 19 
hits, compared to five for 
the Eagles.

Getting multiple hits 
for the Bears were Tatum 
Sporisky 2-for-2, Taylor 
Rank 2-for-3, Joselyn Bohm 
3-for-4, Lila Pleshek 2-for-
4, Carli Anderson 2-for-2, 
Hailee Thompson 2-for-2, 
Hailey Zernicke 4-for-4, 
Allison Zernicke 2-for-2.

Hailey Zernicke had a 
pair of home runs, while 
Allison Zernicke, Hailey 
Zernicke and Thompson 
each hit doubles.

Hailey Zernicke had 10 
RBIs, Thompson had three, 
Anderson and Rank each 
had two, and Allison Zer-
nicke, Pleshek, Bohm and 
Sporisky each had one.

Sporisky also stole two 
bases. She was also the 
winning pitcher, allowing 
three five hits and three 
runs in her three innings, 
while striking out four.

Oconto Falls opens golf season
Oconto Falls’ Kadyn 

Riel tied for second with 
an 82 in the North Eastern 
Conference Mini-Meet #1 
at Twin Oaks Golf Course 
in Denmark on April 1.

The Panthers ended the 
day in sixth place with a 
409. 

Little Chute and 
Wrightstown tied for first 
with a 357.

Pulaski soccer team goes 1-1
Pulaski’s girls soc-

cer team went 1-1 at the 
Appleton East Triangular 
on April 6.

The Red Raiders 

opened play with a 2-1 loss 
to Appleton East. 

Later in the day, Pulaski 
defeated West Bend East/
West 3-1.

Shawano, Bonduel baseball 
teams get conference wins

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

April 6
Crivitz 3
Gillett/Suring 0
The Gillett/Suring co-

op baseball team opened 
its 2024 season with a 3-0 
loss at the hands of Crvitiz.

It was also the Marinet-
te & Oconto Conference 
opener for both teams. 
Oconto Falls 3, Luxem-
burg-Casco 2

The 2024 campaign 
kicked off on a high note 
for Oconto Falls as the 
Panthers snuck past 
Luxemburg-Casco 3-2.

It as the season opener 

and the North Eastern 
Conference opener for the 
Panthers.

April 1
Shawano 7, Xavier 3
Shawano’s nine hits 

combined with Xavier’s 
four errors to help the 
Hawks win 7-3.

Shawano trailed 3-2 
going into the sixth in-
ning, when the home team 
brought five runs across 
the plate. Jerzy Brocker 
tied the game, Carsen 
Herm’s single put Sha-
wano in front and Pete 
Bruette’s two-run triple 
put the game away for the 
Hawks.

Brocker, Bruette and 
Thomas Keszo each went 
2-for-4, and Bruette had 
two RBIs.

Keszo pitched 4 1/3 in-
nings, gave up three runs 
on three hits, walked four 
and struck out two. Bru-
ette pitched 2 2/3 innings, 
walked three and struck 
out three.

Bruette gets the win on 
the mound.

Bonduel 10
Menominee Indian 0
Leading 4-0 after four 

innings, Bonduel broke the 
game open with six runs in 
the fifth inning.

Colin Margelofsky had 

a two-run single, while the 
Eagles walked four and 
committed three errors in 
the inning.

Brodie Hartmann and 
Charlie Tauchen had sin-
gles, Noah Weier added a 
double and Easton Reinke 
had a triple for Bonduel’s 
five hits.

Hartmann was sharp in 
the first game of the year, 
striking out 12 while walk-
ing only one.

Mikey Chapman was 
the losing pitcher, walking 
six and striking out three.

Bonduel is 1-0 in CWC-
East play, and Menominee 
Indian is 0-1.

Explore Wisconsin’s natural wonders with 
Natural Resource Foundation field trips

The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
encourages the public to 
explore Wisconsin with a 
Natural Resources Founda-
tion (NRF) field trip.

The NRF is a nonprofit 
that protects the state’s 
lands, waters and wildlife 
and connects people with 
nature.

This year is the 31st 
season of NRF field trips, 
and 275 trips are scheduled 
from April through early 

November. Field trips are 
expert-led adventures 
that explore Wisconsin 
in a variety of ways, from 
paddling in Door County 
to steep, off-trail hiking in 
Green County. These trips 
often offer a behind-the-
scenes look at Wisconsin’s 
natural treasures, many of 
which are not usually open 
to the public.

Some examples of the 
275 field trip opportunities 
include:

• Frogs and toads of 

Sandhill Wildlife Area.
• Introduction to 

foraging.
• Effigy mounds at 

Nitschke Mounds Park.
• Birding the Cedarburg 

Bog: canoe and hike.
• Namekagon Riv-

er: Wood turtles and 
wildflowers.

• Seeds for pollinators 
at Dewey Heights State 
Natural Area.

The entire field trip list 
is available in the Natural 
Resources Foundation 

Field Trip Guidebook. 
Each trip is labeled to indi-
cate the physical demand 
and if it is family-friendly. 
The annual tradition is 
open for all ages and 
abilities, including 24 trips 
accessible for standard 
wheelchairs.

Registration is only 
available online and is only 
open to Natural Resources 
Foundation members. 

To join, visit https://
www.wisconservation.
org/.
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YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Shine more light on 
open investigations

A horrific scene played 
out in February in an apart-
ment complex in Middleton, 
a Madison suburb.

A woman and her two 
young children had died. 
The tight-knit community 
mourned for this family as 
its members asked, how 
could this happen?

Several days after the 
shootings, Middleton police 
released a statement saying 
the mother had killed her 
two children and shot the 
children’s father before 
taking her own life. The 
crime raised questions 
about mental health issues 
and whether there had 
been warning signs in the 
woman’s troubled life.

To try to give the public 
more information, the 
Wisconsin State Journal re-
quested the incident report, 
any 911 calls related to the 
incident and records relat-
ing to the original complaint 
that brought police to the 
apartment complex that 
day. (Middleton police were 
already on scene when they 
encountered the injured 
man, who survived the 
shooting.)

Middleton police denied 
access, saying it was an 
open investigation and “no 
police records” could be 
released. It did not explain 
how releasing specific pub-
lic information might harm 
their case.

Too often, police agen-
cies in Wisconsin are 
responding to requests for 
public information with 
blanket “open investigation” 
responses that are not ade-
quately explained or clearly 
necessary. This denies the 
media — and the public — 
pertinent information about 
crimes that have happened 
in their backyards.

There is no blanket 
exemption in Wiscon-
sin’s open records law 
for records from an open 
investigation. Records 
are assumed to be public, 
but records keepers can 
perform a “balancing test” 
between the public’s right 
to know and the harm that 
could come from releasing 
information.

For instance, they could 
withhold records that could 
alert a suspect that authori-
ties are looking for him or 
her, or reveal information 
known only to the perpetra-
tor. Those are understand-
able exceptions.

The State Journal staff 
and other Wisconsin media 
understand that there are 
times when releasing infor-
mation might be harmful. 
We have worked with law 
enforcement to prevent the 
release of victims’ names 
before the family has been 
notified. We don’t want to 
jeopardize a criminal case 
or endanger citizens.

Having an open investi-

gation cannot be a blanket 
reason for denying all public 
records in a given case.

In the Middleton case, 
authorities had already said 
that the suspect had died, so 
there was no risk of jeopar-
dizing a future prosecution. 
Releasing information such 
as 911 calls could give in-
sight into what led up to this 
tragedy, helping the com-
munity better understand 
the situation or prompting 
someone in crisis to seek 
help.

Withholding records 
and public information can 
serve to fuel speculation 
and rumors. A public and 
open process creates a sys-
tem of checks and balances 
that are essential to building 
trust. It helps the media and 
community members better 
understand crime trends 
and identify issues that 
could lead to change.

Regrettably, some 
Wisconsin law enforce-
ment agencies have even 
denied requests for inves-
tigative files on unsolved 
cases that are often decades 
old. In late March, UW-
Madison police denied the 
State Journal’s request for 
records related to the death 
of Christine Rothschild in 
1968, citing an active inves-
tigation. The homicide has 
not been solved in 56 years, 
and releasing information 
to the public today might be 
the only thing that moves 
the case along.

When applying the 
balancing test, law enforce-
ment agencies should look 
at each piece of information 
they feel would be harmful 
to their open investigation 
if it were released, and they 
should provide in their re-
sponse to the public records 
request a reason for with-
holding that information. If 
some information does need 
to be withheld for the sake 
of an investigation, the rest 
of the requested informa-
tion should still be released.

Because of the Middle-
ton Police Department’s 
vague and blanket rejection, 
we don’t know if 911 calls 
related to the Middleton 
shooting exist, or why 
police were at the apart-
ment complex that day. 
We can’t tell if there was a 
valid reason for withholding 
information. That’s a dis-
service to the public.

Kelly Lecker is the executive editor of the 
Wisconsin State Journal and local news 
director for Lee Enterprises. Your Right 

to Know is a monthly column distributed 
by the Wisconsin Freedom of Information 

Council, a nonprofit, nonpartisan group 
dedicated to open government.

Kelly Kelly 
LeckerLecker

Guest columnistGuest columnist

Take new look at failed 
school referendum

To the editor:
Many are left wonder-

ing whether it’s worth 
going through the arduous 
planning and referendum 
process again. The harsh 
reality is that the reasons for 
pursuing a referendum in 
the first place haven’t gone 
away. On the contrary, the 
need for facility repairs and 
upgrades will compound as 
time goes on.

Learning from this 
experience as a district 
and as a community is the 
key to moving forward. 
We must take measures to 
ensure past mistakes aren’t 
repeated to increase the 
chances of future referen-
dum success.

The district must seek 
to fully understand why 
the community rejected the 
original proposal in the first 
place. There are often as-
sumptions that may not be 
accurate. For example:

• Is the total cost of the 
project really the main 
stumbling block?

• Is there community 
misunderstanding about 
what operating budgets 
cover versus the purpose of 
a capital referendum?

• Are there concerns 
over increasing property 
taxes?

• Do community mem-
bers understand the risks 
and liabilities associated 
with current infrastructure 
conditions?

• Were there “too 
many” things listed on the 
question?

• Do they fully under-
stand the implications of 
doing nothing?

The district must get 
answers to all questions 
and objections and proac-
tively address them — and 
they will. I appreciate the 
immediate response by the 
district to offer another 
series of listening sessions 

to once again hear the voice 
of community concerns and 
potential solutions.

The failed referendum 
requires a fresh look, not 
a complete abandonment. 
Properly communicating 
the cost of doing nothing 
may be more compelling 
than concerns over the 
cost to repair and upgrade. 
Together, we can determine 
where opportunities for 
improvement in the referen-
dum may lie.

From the information 
gained in these listening 
sessions and the district’s 
understanding of communi-
ty objections, opinions, and 
solutions they can address 
specific concerns with the 
initial proposal and provide 
community members a 
better understanding of the 
needs and further proposed 
solutions.

I believe in this com-
munity’s commitment to 
our school district and its 
students. I would strongly 
encourage every voting 
constituent to take the 
time to attend one of these 
listening sessions. Ask 
the hard questions. Share 
your frustrations. Provide 
solutions, as well. If one 
of these sessions doesn’t 
fit into your schedule, ask 
for a meeting with the 
district administration. 
Get your answers. Become 
informed.

Let’s move our district 
forward together.

Michael McKinnies, Shawano

To the editor:
Remember our lives 

exactly four years ago? For 
many, it’s very hard to do. 
Hospitals were overrun, 
lacking the equipment and 
medicines to prevent people 
from dying. Make-shift 
triage centers were set up 
in parking lots, warehouses 
and sports stadiums. Refrig-
erated trucks were used as 

mobile morgues. Kids were 
out of school, and their 
parents were out of work. 
People hoarded toilet paper, 
and that was just the begin-
ning of shortages, supply 
chain disruptions and price 
increases that have persist-
ed even to this day.

Well over 900,000 
Americans died during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Put aside the humanitar-
ian aspect, and focus on the 
economic impact.

The first three years of 
the Donald Trump ad-
ministration had the same 
relatively flat unemploy-
ment levels (below 5%) as 
the previous Barack Obama 
years (after recovering from 
the Great Recession). Dur-
ing 2020, Trump’s final year 
of office, unemployment 
skyrocketed from 4.4% in 
March to 14.8% in April. 
It has declined during the 
Joe Biden administration to 
under 4% for the past two 
years, lower than pre-pan-
demic levels. Not so with 
prices and inflation. At least 
not entirely - yet.

The good news is that 
inflation is receding. After 
jumping to 9.1% in the sum-
mer of 2022, it has steadily 
declined to around 3.2% 
currently.

Voters hate inflation, 
particularly at the grocery 
store (corporate greed 
has continued to drive up 
prices). People shouldn’t 

blame the president. It’s the 
Federal Reserve’s job to set 
interest rates to fight infla-
tion, which greatly impacts 
prices. To slow price in-
creases, central banks have 
had to raise interest rates 
which makes loans, credit 
card payments and mort-
gages more expensive.

So, blame the Fed if you 
want, but also thank the Fed 
for avoiding another “great” 
recession. Thank President 
Biden and his bipartisan 
congressional initiatives 
that stimulated our econo-
my back from the pandemic 
better than any other nation.

After accounting for 
inflation, the median Ameri-
can household real total 
wealth increased 37% from 
2019 to 2022.

Regarding ongoing 
complaints about oil prices, 
there’s only so much a 
president can do. U.S. do-
mestic crude oil production 
reached record levels last 
year. Remember, gas was 
super cheap four years ago 
because of excess supply. 
No one was driving. They 
had nowhere to go. Quar-
antine was the word of the 
day.

So, how are you doing, 
personally, compared to 
four years ago? Is every-
thing perfect? No, but give 
it serious thought between 
now and when you vote in 
November.

Jan Koch, Shawano

Life’s not perfect, but it’s 
better four years later
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1330 E Lieg Ave
2 bedrooms

Great location
Parking avail.

Starting at $775 + deposit
Pete 715-218-5731

1350 E  Lieg Ave
Beautiful recently
Fully Remodeled

2 bedrooms
Great loc. Garage avail.

Starting at  $795 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

445 Humphrey Cr. 
Beautiful

Fully Remodeled
1 or 2 Bedroom

Convenient location
Garage Available

Starting at $715 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

HHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSSHHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSS
DON'T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!

Discover the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned about a

fall or wants to regain access
to their entire home. Call

AmeriGlide today! 
1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

ELIMINATE GUTTER
CLEANING FOREVER!

LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking

gutter
protection. Schedule a

FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today.

20% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior

& Military Discounts. 
Call 1-877-920-3533

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL
Can

install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.

For a limited time, we're
cutting installation costs in

half & offering a FREE safety
upgrade! Additional terms

apply. Subject to change and
vary be dealer. Offer ends
3/31/24 1-833-224-4977

(WCAN)
PLYMOUTH FURNITURE:

QUEEN MATTRESSES
FROM $199 40 Styles on
Display! All Sizes Avail.

PlymouthFurnitureWI.com
2133 Eastern Ave Plymouth

WI 920-892-6006 Open Daily
(WCAN)

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES TODAY with a
GENERAC Home Standby

Generator. Act now to receive
a FREE 5-year warranty w/
qualifying purchase. Call 1-

877-626-1009 today to
schedule a free quote. it's not
just a generator. Its a power

move. (WCAN)
REPLACE YOUR ROOF

w/the best looking & longest
lasting material, steel from

Erie Metal Roofs! 3 Styles & 
multiple colors available.

Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time

Offer - up to 50% OFF
Installation + Add'l 10% off
install (for military, health

workers & 1st responders) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs 

1-877-845-6606 (WCAN)
THINKING ABOUT

INSTALLING A NEW
SHOWER? American

Standard makes it easy.
FREE design 

consultation. Enjoy your
shower again! Call 1-844-

479-1327 today to see how
you can save $1,000 on

installation, or visit
www.newshowerdeal.com/wcp

(WCAN)

HHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSSHHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSS
The bathroom of your

dreams in as 
little as 1 day. Limited Time

Offer - $1000 off or No
Payments & No

Interest for 18 months for
customers who qualify. BCI

Bath & Shower. Many
options available. Quality 
materials & professional

installation. Senior &
Military 

Discounts Available. Call
today! 1-877-651-1850

(WCAN)

MMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEEMMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO
SELL? .... GET RESULTS!
Affordable advertising that

fits your budget! Reach
OVER 300,000 homes! Place

your ad in MANY weekly
Wisconsin Shoppers &

Buyers' Guide papers for as
low as $36.00 Call today!

Publishers 
Development Service, Inc.
(PDS, Inc.) 1-920-922-4864

www.pdsadnet.com

SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

47TH ANNUAL AUTO
PARTS SWAP MEET & CAR

SHOW!
April 26-27, Jefferson Co.
Fair Park, Jefferson, WI . 2

DAY SWAP MEET CAR
CORRAL-CAR SHOW! Adm
$15; No Pets Fri 8-6pm, Sat

6-4pm, 
madisonclassics.com 

608-244-8416

Central WI Gun Collectors
Gun Show

APR 13 &14 Sat. 8-5 $10;
Sun. 8-2 $5, 480 plus tables

FDL
Fairgrounds 495 Martin Ave. 
centralwisconsingun.org

GUN SHOW APRIL 19, 20 &
21. SAUK COUNTY

FAIRGROUNDS, 
BARABOO, WI 

Fri. 3pm-9pm, Sat 9am-5pm.
Sun 9am-3pm. For more info:

563-608-4401 or
marvkrauspromotions.net

GUN SHOW TOMAH, WI
Fairgrounds, APRIL 12,13
&14th; Fri 3-8pm, Sat 9-5pm,
Sun 9-3pm Info 
563-608-4401 Marv Kraus

SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

WCAN (Wisconsin
Community Ad Network)

and/or the member
publications review ads to

the best of their ability.
Unfortunately, many 

unscrupulous people are
ready to take your money!
PLEASE BE CAREFUL

ANSWERING ANY AD THAT
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO

BE TRUE! For more
information, or to file a 

complaint regarding an ad,
please 

contact The Department of
Trade, Agriculture &

Consumer Protection 
1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

PPEETTSSPPEETTSS
AKC GOLDEN RETRIEVER
PUPS Shots Vet chkd Can

Deliv $650-$700 
715-522-2661 #269146

AUSTRALIAN HEELER
RAT TERRIER CROSS

PUPPIES 8 wks old $75 1-F,
3-M  715-754-5329

CORGI PUPS (Parents Reg.)
Merle colors avail Vet Ckd

Shots/wormed Well
socialized w/kids $500

Shawano 715-758-6282
ENGLISH CRÈME GOLDEN 
RETRIEVER PUPPIES DOB
1-28-24 Shots & Dewormed.
Very friendly & cute! On the
farm. $300 715-654-5475
Mini Eskimo Pups $600 

715-678-2086
FOR SALE: 2 ROTTWEILER

MALE PUPPIES Ready by
April 8 Can be registered

Shots & wormer 
call 608-387-6911

REG CAVALIER KING
CHARLES SPANIEL PUPS 
dews/shots/vet/worm ready

to go! $900 715-536-0697 or
715-316-2522 (524892)

VVeehhiicclleess..

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck,
boat, RV and more to support

our veterans! Schedule a
FAST, FREE vehicle pickup

and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran Car

Donations at 1-844-406-2647
today! (WCAN)

GET YOUR DEDUCTION
AHEAD OF THE YEAR-
END! Donate Your Car,

Truck or SUV to assist the
blind & visually impaired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost

vehicle pickup & secure a
generous year-end tax

credit. Call HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND today at! 
844-374-3067 (WCAN)

WWaanntteedd  ttoo
BBuuyy

*****LOOK NOW*****
WANTED older or Vintage

Camper & Older Golf Cart or
Moped Call/text 
(262)-903-7522

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

CONNECT TO THE BEST
WIRELESS home Internet

with EarthLink. Enjoy speeds
from 5G & 4G LTE networks,

no contracts, easy
installation, & data plans up

to 300 GB. Call 
844-223-7265 (WCAN)

DENTAL INSURANCE.
From Physicians Mutual

Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus 

procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a

discount plan. Don't Wait!
Call now! Get your FREE

Dental 
Information Kit with all the

details! 855-807-9516
www.dental50plus.com/wic
ommunity #6258 (WCAN)

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET
Get your favorite live TV,

sports, &
local channels. 99% signal

reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months.

HBO Max & Premium 
Channels included for 3 mos

(w/CHOICE Package or
higher) No 

annual contract, no hidden
fees! Some restrictions apply. 

Call IVS 1-833-574-1746
(WCAN)

DIRECTV Sports Pack 3
Months on Us! Watch pro &
College sports LIVE. Plus

over 40 regional & specialty 
networks included. NFL,

College 
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL,

Golf & more. Some
restrictions apply 
Call DIRECTV 

1-888-925-9452 (WCAN)

FRITZ BARN PAINTING
Rusty Roofs, Metal bldings

Free Est 608-221-3510 
920-821-6311

Get DISH Satellite TV &
Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus
limited Time Up to $600 in

Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-844-897-8523 (WCAN)

HughesNet Satellite
Internet: 25 mbps starting at
$49.99/mo! Get More Data,
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST
download speeds. Wifi built

in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease 

customers! Limited Time 
Call 1-844-829-5070

(WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

MobileHelp, America's
Premier 

Mobile Medical Alert
System. Whether you're

home or away, for safety and
Peace of Mind. No Long

Term Contracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today! 

1-855-491-0732 (WCAN)

STROKE &
CARDIOVASCULAR

disease are leading causes
of death, according to the

AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION. Screening

can provide peace of mind or
early detection! 

Contact Life Line Screening
to 

schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings

for just $149! Call 
1-888-675-5048 (WCAN)

SWITCH & SAVE UP TO
$250/YEAR on your talk, text

& data. No contract & no
hidden fees. Unlimited talk &
text with flexible data plans.

Premium 
nationwide coverage. 100%

U.S. based customer service.
For more info, call 

1-844-883-1477 (WCAN)
UP TO $15,000 OF

GUARANTEED LIFE
INSURANCE! No medical
exam or health questions.
Cash to help pay funeral &
other final expenses. Call

Physicians Life Insurance
Company 844-433-5898 or

visit www.Life55plus.info/wcp
(WCAN)

VVaaccaattiioonn//
LLaakkee  PPrrooppeerrttyy

ALASKA, EUROPE,
HAWAII plus dozens of other

popular trips! Starting at
$1649 per person 

(double occupancy reqd.) 
Y M T VACATIONS  plans
everything, leaving you to

relax & enjoy! Call 
1-855-549-4655 for more
details. Use promo code
YMT2024 for $250 off.

Limited time only.

WESLEY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC Timeshare

Cancellation Experts Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare
debt & fees cancelled in

2019. Get FREE 
informational package &

learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! FREE

consultations. Over 450
positive 
reviews. 

CALL 844-374-2565
(WCAN)

LAWN & GARDEN

VVaaccaattiioonn//
LLaakkee  PPrrooppeerrttyy

MOVING?
Need to Clean Out the

Attic?
Advertise in the

CLASSIFIEDS
715-526-6188
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7 YEARS 
RUNNING

2023

12 YEARS
IN A ROW!
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Proceedings of April 4
Paige N. Klivickis, 31, 

Oconto, was placed on three 
years’ probation with condi-
tions after Judge Jay Conley 
withheld sentencing for pos-
session of methamphetamine, 

in connection with an incident 
that occurred Jan. 20, 2022.

Proceedings of April 1
Bond was set at $500 cash 

for Alyssa M. Vanstraten, 31, 
Gillett, after she was charged 

with felony bail jumping and 
misdemeanor counts of bat-
tery and disorderly conduct, 
in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred March 
28. Conley adjourned her ini-
tial appearance until April 11.

OCONTO COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
April 4

Deputies responded to 44 
incidents, including intoxica-
tion on South Main Street in 
the city of Oconto Falls, fraud 
on Aspen Lane in the Town of 
Townsend, suspicious activity 
on Bay Road in the Town of 
Little River, criminal damage 
on Midway Road in the Town 
of Lena, suspicious activity on 
Berry Lake North Shore Road in 
the Town of Underhill, a distur-
bance on Molitor Road in the 
Town of Stiles, a disturbance 
on South Adams Street in the 
City of Oconto Falls, suspicious 
activity on North McKenzie 
Street in the City of Gillett, 
one traffic stop, one traffic of-
fense, two citizen assists, two 
miscellaneous traffic incidents, 
three welfare checks; one 911 
hangup; two ambulance calls; 
five crashes, three involving 
deer.
April 3

Deputies responded to 
110 incidents, including fire 
on Rost Road in the Town of 
Little Suamico, fire near West 
Main and North Third streets 
in the Village of Lena, squad 
damage near County Road W 
and Tracey Lane in the Town of 
Riverview, drugs in the City of 
Oconto, fire on County Road S 
in the Town of Oconto, suspi-
cious activity on Presbyterian 
Road in the Town of Townsend, 
one traffic hazard, one traffic 
offense, five citizen assists, 
four welfare checks; one 911 
hangup and five open lines; 10 
crashes, one involving deer.
April 2

Deputies responded to 
104 incidents, including child 
neglect in the city of Oconto, 
stalking on Meadowview 
Lane in the Town of Oconto 
Falls, suspicious activity on 
West Street in Suring, fire 

near Geano Beach Road and 
County Road S in the Town of 
Little Suamico, fire near U.S. 
Highway 41 and Erdman Lane 
in the Town of Pensaukee, 
fire on North Pine Road in the 
Town of Little Suamico, fire 
on County Road I in the Town 
of Stiles, suspicious activity 
on Sherrie Lane in the Town 
of Underhill, fire near Sandal-
wood Road and Main Street in 
the Town of Abrams, fire near 
South Chase Road and County 
Road C in the Town of Chase, 
fire near East Maple and North 
Rosera streets in the Village 
of Lena, fire on County Road 
A in the Town of Little River, 
fire near County Roads C and 
E in the Town of Morgan, fire 
on Shawano Line Road in the 
Town of Gillett, eight traffic 
stops, six traffic hazards, one 
traffic offense, four citizen as-
sists, two miscellaneous traffic 
incidents, one welfare check; 
two 911 hangups and five open 
lines; two ambulance calls; 14 
crashes, one involving deer.
April 1

Deputies responded to 46 
incidents, including a distur-
bance on Hayes Road in the 
Town of How, fire on Black 
Walnut Way in the Town of 
Little Suamico, suspicious 
activity near U.S. Highway 141 
and Chicken Shack Road in the 
Town of Stiles, a weapon of-
fense on County Road B in the 
Town of Oconto Falls, suspi-
cious activity on Gallas Road in 
the Town of Oconto Falls, child 
neglect in the City of Gillett, a 
disturbance on state Highway 
32 in the Town of Townsend, 
a disturbance on Snapdragon 
Circle in the Town of Little 
Suamico, an ATV accident on 
Franks Lane in the Town of 
Oconto, criminal damage on 
Fernwood Drive in the Town of 

Townsend, fire on Wildwood 
Lane in the Town of Lakewood, 
harassment on East Fourth 
Street in the City of Gillett, 
seven traffic stops, three traffic 
offenses, three citizen assists, 
one welfare check; two 911 
hangups and two open lines; 
one ambulance call; one deer-
related crash.
March 31

Deputies responded to 33 
incidents, including an animal 
bite on West Fourth Street in 
the City of Gillett, a distur-
bance on Green Bay Avenue in 
the City of Oconto Falls, suspi-
cious activity on South Mil-
waukee Avenue in the City of 
Oconto Falls, attempted fraud 
on Davis Road in the Town of 
Riverview, a disturbance on 
Brookside Road in the Town 
of Pensaukee, harassment 
on Pine Lane in Suring, a jail 
incident on Arbutus Avenue in 
the City of Oconto, two traffic 
stops, one traffic hazard, three 
traffic offenses, three citizen 
assists, five miscellaneous 
traffic incidents, one welfare 
check; two 911 hangups and 
two open lines.
March 30

Deputies responded to 
32 incidents, including illegal 
burning on Falk Road in the 
Town of Abrams, suspicious 
activity on Springside Road in 
the Town of Brazeau, harass-
ment on Melissa Boulevard 
in the Town of Little Suamico, 
harassment on Kroll Road in 
the Town of Chase, a distur-
bance on East Highland Drive 
in the City of Oconto Falls, one 
traffic hazard, six traffic of-
fenses, two citizen assists, one 
miscellaneous traffic incident; 
five open-line 911 calls; three 
crashes, two involving deer.
March 29

Deputies responded to 38 
incidents, including suspi-
cious activity on Cottontail 
Lane in the Town of Lakewood, 
harassment on Pine Lane 
in Suring, an animal bite on 
Woodview Road in the Town 
of Little River, a death investi-
gation in the Town of Chase, 11 
traffic stops, one traffic haz-
ard, seven traffic offenses, two 
citizen assists, one miscella-
neous traffic incident; one 911 
hangup and three open lines; 
one deer-related crash.

OCONTO COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT
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BEAR
Say hello to Bear! This big handsome boy has settled 
into the shelter quickly. He has done well in his kennel 
and is potty trained. He really likes the outdoors and 
long walks. He has done well meeting new people.

CASH 
Meet Cash. He is a sweet goofy boy with a big personality. 
He has settled into the shelter routine and is great for 
staff. He would do best in a home by himself without any 
other animals. He is a volunteer favorite to walk.

WORKING CATS
We have working cats available for adoption. All OAHS 
working cats can be adopted for a ‘name your price’ 
adoption fee. All outdoor cats are spayed/neutered and 
vaccinated.

To place your ad here 
call 920-848-3427

Bob & 
Chris 

Walters Jr.
Phone: 920-846-0430
535 Locust Ave.,
Oconto Falls
Hours: 8-5

Monday - Friday

Oconto Area Humane Society
and Animal Shelter • 920-835-1738

Packerland Websites opens Marquette office
Marquette-area busi-

nesses and nonprofits 
now have a new, local, 
digital marketing com-
pany working for their 
success.

Packerland Websites, 
of Green Bay, has opened 
an office in Marquette, 
Michigan, at CoLAB, 101 
W. Washington St. Suite 
8. The Lake Superior 
Community Partnership 
assisted in the opening by 
holding a ribbon cutting 
ceremony Feb. 28.

Opened in 2011, 
Packerland Websites is 
a family-owned website 
development and digital 
marketing company led 
by owner and founder 
Bill Koehne, an Abrams 
resident. Koehne chose 
the name “Packerland 
Websites” because of the 
dominant influence of the 
Green Bay Packers in the 
Green Bay community 
and because of the team’s 
winning tradition.

“We’re excited to open 
our Marquette, Michigan, 
office, meet with busi-
nesses and nonprofits, 
and build winning web-

sites across the Wiscon-
sin, Michigan border,” he 
said. “Our websites are 
more than just a brochure 
on the internet. Instead, 
they’re developed around 
a marketing plan to meet 
specific goals.”

Website design 
specialist Alexa Hafer-
korn will manage the 
Marquette, Michigan, 
office. Haferkorn earned 
her bachelor of fine arts 
degree in graphic com-
munications from North-
ern Michigan University 
in 2016. She applies both 
visual design skills and 
marketing skills to create 
branding that gets results.

“I design webpages, 
logos and flyers to catch 
customers’ attention and 
share a unique message,” 
she said.

With Haferkorn’s back-
ground in graphic design 
and website development, 
she brings a combination 
of talents to Packerland 
Websites.

“Aside from her tech-
nical and artistic skills, 
she has a knack for com-
municating with clients to 

help them create websites 
that meet their business 
goals,” Koehne said.

In addition to website 

development, Packerland 
Websites specializes in 
search engine optimiza-
tion, geofence marketing, 

content writing and app 
development.

“We’re excited to help 
Marquette organizations 

advance to the next level 
with website design and 
other digital marketing 
tools,” Koehne said.

Participating in the ribbon cutting for Packerland Websites on Feb. 28 in Marquette, Michigan, are, from left, Hanna Westra, Christopher Germain, Alayna 
Sutterland, Jennifer Lindsay, Alexa Haferkorn, Eric Lindsay, Bill Koehne, Erica Huss, Erin Mahaney, Bethany Cody and Brooke Quinn.� CONTRIBUTED

811 should be called before digging begins
Alliant Energy encour-

ages residents and con-
tractors to call 811 before 
any digging projects.

A quick call to 811 
or click on call811.com 
prior to planting trees or 

shrubs, fencing a yard or 
building a playset can pre-
vent a fine or a potentially 
dangerous accident with 
gas or electric lines.

The announcement co-
incides with National Safe 

Digging Month. Spring is 
a popular time for dig-
ging projects, and April is 
a month to acknowledge 
the hazards and raise 
awareness of safe digging 
practices.

It’s not just about the 
call, it’s the law and it 
can keep people safe, 
according to an Alliant 
Energy press release. 811 
is a national, free service 
available year-round.

“Everyone is excited 
to get outside and start 
working on outdoor 
projects this time of year,” 
said Adam Marxen, man-
ager of gas integrity and 
standards for Alliant En-

ergy. “Not knowing what’s 
below the surface can 
lead to a major disaster. 
Please slow down and call 
to have your underground 
lines marked before you 
dig.”
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*

The INDEPENDENCEThe INDEPENDENCE
BUILT-IN BATTERY BACK-UP*

NO POWER? NO PROBLEM!
BUILT-IN BATTERY BACK-UP*

NO POWER? NO PROBLEM!

CUSTOMIZE YOUR STOVE W/
MULTIPLE TILE & PANEL OPTIONS!

CUSTOMIZE YOUR STOVE W/
MULTIPLE TILE & PANEL OPTIONS!

*With approved credit. *Discounts can not be combined. *30% Tax Credit applies to select pellet and wood stoves only. Please see sales associate for details. 

STANDARD
INSTALL

STANDARD
INSTALL

FREEF R E E **

With  New Stove  Purchase.*  ($590.00 Retai l  Value)

920.779.6647920.779.6647    
PELLETHEAD.COMPELLETHEAD.COM  

DALEDALE
GREEN BAYGREEN BAY

JUNCTION CITYJUNCTION CITY

FREE*  
ASH VAULT PRO

FREE*  
ASH VAULT PRO

WOOD PELLET STOVEWOOD PELLET STOVE  

**
SAVESAVE $2,000$2,000

   ON MOST PELLET & WOOD STOVES WITH THE 2024 TAX CREDIT*

UP
TOP

LU
S

!

NO CHIMNEY REQUIRED W/PELLET STOVE*
SAVE UP TO 50% ON HEATING*
NO CHIMNEY REQUIRED W/PELLET STOVE*
SAVE UP TO 50% ON HEATING*

EASY PAYMENTS* AS LOW AS $2.00/DAY!*
0% INTEREST*
EASY PAYMENTS* AS LOW AS $2.00/DAY!*
0% INTEREST*
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I know of something 
amazing that should be in 
the newspaper! I should 

drop them a line at
news@newmedia-wi.com
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